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TO " THANTHAI -
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LIBERTY

“Those whe would give up essential liberty to purchase a
little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety
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“Thanthai* in Tamil ‘means “The Father'’
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Truth and Ahimsa as the sole means of the Eelam liberation struggle.

leader by representative men and women, here and abroad.

e

T was Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam, more than any other, who helped the
Tamils of Eelam to develop their national consciousness, kindling their will

to cherish their identity and political personality. And this in the great age when
following the Mahatma Gandhi-led Indian awakening, liberation movements
are sweeping the continents and erstwhile colonial peoples are re-discovering,
so to speak, their own soul. A no less priceless contribution of Thanthai Chelva
as Chelvanayakam was affectionately called, was to insist, like the Mahatma on

On this third anniversary of his death, and the opening of the Chelvanayakam
‘Memorial, we present a selection of the tributes so spontaneously paid to the late

_ Generations to come will, we trust, be inspired by the prophetic leader and
" follow in the footsteps of one who so meaningfully trod Eelam’s ancient soil.
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THANTHAI
CHELVA'S
FINAL
TESTAMENT

; We started the Federal movement at one time to obtain the
| lost rights of the Tamil speaking people and now we have found
§ that through federalism we cannot achieve our objective. n
° * view of this experience we have come to the conclusion that we
I must separate and if we do not do that the Tamil speaking people
| will rever be able to get back their lost rights.

Our ancicnt people were wise. T hey had their own kingdom.
¢ In the history of Ceylon we had a place. We are not asking for
l a division of the country by our movement but we are only try-
| ing to regain what we have lost.

Our party is today moving with the idea of establishing a
separate state. It is not an easy matter to get a separate state. It
is a difficult matfer. We know that it is difficult. But either we
get out of the power of the Sinhalese masses o1 We perish. That
is certain. Therefore we will try and get this separation. We have
atandoned the demand for a federal constitution. Our moves
ment will be all non-violent.

3

— Hansard, 19-11-76

HE DIED LIKE MOSES HIMSELF
WITHOUT REACHING THE PROMISED LAND

o

“He died like Moses himself, without reaching the promised
land, but the vision he saw, he leaves behind as the heritage
and challenge to his PeOPle....ivmeresses ™=

—Rt.Revd. D.J. Ambalavanar.
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““HE WOULD STAND BY HIS WORD”’:

“Mr.Chelvanayakam... was a quiet and reticent man. He spoke'jin simple- © |

words. He was no orator by any standard. But I have not met.anybody in my com-
munity or any other community who said that Mr. Chelvanayakam :would»lei..
you down.If he said something, they would say, he would stand by his word.No
remark have I heard from anybody that Mr.Chelvanayakam ever did a mean or

98

small thing..........

__J. R.JAYEWARDENE, then Prime Minister,
speaking on the Condolence Vote in Parliament . .
——6th September 1977

ey

“CLEANLINESS OF POLITICAL LIFE” :

“Mr. Speaker Samuel Tames Velupillai Chelvanayakam was born ;in 'Iﬁoh

in Malaysia in 1893. Ipoh is known in Malaysia- as the cleanest city-in that country.
Perhaps it was in the fitness of things that Mr.Chelvanayakam’s political: life was
marked with a cleanliness unknown in contemporary politics somstimes....... -

“He entered this House in 1947...He was defeated ifi 1952 bécause, as it turns
out, his views were too early for his own people. In 1972 he-resigned to, protest
against the Constitution which he believed was unjust to his people. Mf.Chelva--
nayakam was a lion at the Bar when he left it. The Bar was a loser but politics.was
a gainer. Mr.Chelvanayakam was a lion in politics and a lion of his people when
death took him away. Politically, not only the Tamil people but all the people of
this country are the losers while death has been the gainer....

“In appearance he was delicate, mild in manner, meek. He spoke hardly-
audibly but what he said- his voice-found rcsonance in thousands of Tamil hearts,
and not only in Tamil hearts”. v

—LALITH ATHULATHMUDALI

Minister of Trade, speakin,g on t‘h}ew :Condolence Vote
National ~ State Assembly-"6th September 1977

THE DEFENDER OF MINORITY RIGHTS: = o =
Chelvanayakam did not fight for the Tamil caus¢ alone. Whenéver-otf

wherever he found people getting unjustly treated he promptly took action to see
that justice was done. For instance, in February 1976 when the Muslims who
gathered in the Puttalam Mosque completely unarmed were chot down by the
police causing six deaths and injuring many more, he was the only M.P. who
promptly demanded from the Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike to appoint
2 commission to inquire into the incident....... >

—DR. M. C. M. KALEEL (S.J. V. Chelvanayakam, A Tribute

published by Arul. M. Rajendran, 1978)
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“CHELVA HAS GIVEN HIS WORD, AND...c..”
His hand shivers, his voice trembles and tries to forim words that finally issue
after a long, painful pause. :

For all these physical frailties, though, S.J.V. Chelvanayakam is knowsr in -

Jaffna as the*“uncrowned king of the north....” The unchallenged leader of the Ceylon

Tamils (his party captured 90 percent of the “Tamil’ seats in parliament), Chelva-::
nayakam suffers from Parkinson’s disease which has sadly reduced his physical

movements to robot-like gestures.

And yet on this reedy, feeble and ascetic figure depends the future of a com-
munity, which, in the recent past, has resorted to extra-legal and extra-parliamentary
forms of “‘struggle” in order to gain redress for its “‘grievances”. Asked to ex-

plain this paradox, Mr. Chelvanayakam’s party colleagues point to other out- :

standing qualities of lsadership: an icy, precise mind and a translucent personal
integrity. 3

Chelvanayakam’s antagonists will willingly testify to his integrity. In March -
1960, on a crucial vote in Parliament, an Opposition leader told me: “Chelva has

given his word, he will not let us down”. Chelvanayakam kept his word, all right

but often his cause has been impaired, according to his party men, because he has -
been too ready to accept the word of others more easily controlled or buffeted by -

political vicissitudes. :

" For Chelvanayakam is not truly a political animal. He is Pctranger, the lawyer-
outsider and topflight Queen’s Counsel who has become a politician more by
accident than design......”

—MERVYN DE SILVA, once Ldior ‘CDN’ & now Editor
‘Lanka Guardian’

A GENTLEMAN IN SEARCH OF TRUTH:

“....Mr. Chelvanayakam had in the last thirty years or so, built himself into
the structure of our national life. It is perhaps true to say that his departure has
left bereaved not merely the members of his family but also the members of a
whole community.

“Having started as a teacher he moved on to law. He started practice in the
Court of Requests which has in the past provided so many lawyers an unrivalled
source of experience on which to build up a successful career. When he moved
on to the District Court, in due course, he bscame one of the leading lawyers
there. He was a man of great forensic skill. He found no need to make a spectacle
of the case he was appearing in for the amusement and encouragement of an uniniti-
ated gallery. Nor was he anxious to provide headlines for the newspaper reporters.
He was indeed a lawyer’s lawyer. He had a deep knowledge of legal principles,
analytical mind and such a command of the language as to enable him to express
himself simply but forcefully and cenvincingly; he set for himself rigorous
standards of hard work and devotion to duty.

He practised in the Courts in an age when it was the fashion to bully witnes-
ses in cross-examination. Chelvanayakam set an example of courtesy and dignity.
He was indeed the picture of a gentleman in search of truth. _

“As a lawyer Mr. Chelvanayakam will be remembeted and honoured as a -
great model for civil lawyers practicing in the highest or the lowest courts of this
coutitry. As a politician his death has been like a great tree .falling. It has left<his
friends and supporters surprised to see how.bare the landscape is without him.”

—VICTOR TENNEKOON, then Chief Justice, 1977-05-13
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A LEADER WHO NEVER DESPAIRED

“Chelvanayakam has sometimes been called “the Gandhi of Ceylon”; but as
comparefi with Chelvanayakam the Mahatma had a much casier task. In - the
first place, his struggle was a clear-cut one; here was a country, under his Isader-
ship, fighting for its freedom against an alien power; the issue was clear and easily
intelligible. Chelvanayakam’s struggle was in an internal and complicated strug-

gle; the issues weore ifi-d wusd How far could he go and where should he smp‘?

Secondly, though the Mahatma had to face 30-40 thousand British bayonets, he
had 300 miilion people behind him; Chelvanayakam had only a meagre com-
munity behind, whose very right to be in this country has occasionally beer
questioned. Also, because of the fact that India’s case was clear-cut, the Mahatma-
had international opinion heavily, if not overwhelmingly, on his side. Chelva-
nayakam’s case was hardly known to the out-side world and therefore, he had no
such support. It is, therefore, obvious that the Mahatma had every advantage
over Chelvanayakam.

“Looked at from one point of view, Chelvanayakam’s political life was one
of unrelieved failure. When first he tried to explain the meaning of Federalism,
he was misinterpreted and laughed at. The press (except for his own weekly paper
which was merely his echo) and all other agencies of mass media were always
wamst him. In Parliament, except for a brief period, his part consisted merely
‘No” to everything that was brought up; an nd the record of Parliament,
'S ¢ was concerned, consisted in saying “No’ to every proposal
of Mr. Chelvanayakam. The requests he made were ‘turned down

cem nts he tried to reach with-those in power, except in one or two
nt;tterg alway( fell through. Yet looked at from another point of view, herein
lay his success. In spite of his utter apparent failure, he never gave up. The wind.
kﬁd blown consistently and with almost irresistible force; but the flame had not
been quenched; it h‘ld hardly flickered.

S « 1 pa

“What then was Mr. Chelvanayakam’s achievement? About 450 years before
the Christian e;&,s he Carthagenian armies had invaded Ttaly and defcated the
Romans in gvery ba tl but Cincinatus, the Roman Dictator, would not give up.
And the Roman Senate passed a resolution thanking him, because “he had not
despaired of the republic”. The logic was, “If he did not despair, why should we?”
The Tamils of Ceylon, in like manner, looked upon this gaunt and haggard man,
stricken by disease, who could hardly walk and could hardly speak above a
whisper, who through a life of continued failure and disappointment, yet had not
despaired; and they asked themselves, the question,” If he did not despair, why
vhuuld we?”’ This then is Chelvanayakam s achievement: that he has taught the
Tamils of this country to believe in themselves.”

—The Rt. Rev. S. Kulendran
(S.J. V. Chelvanayakam, A Tribute published by Arul M. Rajandran, 1978)
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THEY IGNORED PROTOCOL:

T i T i i e s i cit U Rl Bk s i S

When Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam died, the only official or constitutional
posmon he held in the country was that of a Member of Parliament. Protocol
wise, he represented something even less, and what could be more embarassing,
he was the leader of a Liberation movement within the country, a movement
pledged to establish a separate state!

It is perhaps an index to the measure of the man and his national stature that
both government and representatives of foreign governments chose to disregard
protocol in paying homage to a man whom the then Australian High Commissioner
Mr.A.Borthwick described as “one of the most remarkable and outstanding men
in the public life of Sri Lanka”.

Below is a selection of condolence messages from representatives of foreign
governments as well as local dignitaries that included the Heads of the Armed
Forces and the Inspector General of Police:-

“A VOID IMPOSSIBLE TO FILL”:

“Chelvanayakam’s character, wisdom and good services to all causes he
espoused would ever be remembered. His death creates a void impossible to fill.
We pray for everlasting peace for the noble soul”.

—Gurubachan Singh,
High Commissioner for India.

“AN INFLUENCE FOR GOOD”:

“[ extend my sincere sympathy at the loss of a truly fine leader. He was a
dedicated honest person who earned the respect and admiration not only of his
own people but all who knew him. He will be greatly missed as an influence for
good”

—John M. Reed
American Ambassador

“A TRULY FINE LEADER”:

1t is the loss of a truly fine leader and I extend my sincere sympathy on behalf
of the people of Czechoslovakia”

—Ambassador of Socialist Czechoslovakia

“A REMARKABLE MAN**:

“Deepest sympathy and condolence for one of the most remarkable and out-
standing men 1n the public life of Sri Lanka”

—A. Borthwick,
Australian High Commissioner
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“A GREAT SON OF THIS ISLAND®:

“Extremely shocked-my deepest sympathy and condolences for the bereaved
family. Let his soul rest in peace. Mourning the sad demise of the great son of this

Island™. »
—High Col’nmissiwzer Jor Bangala Desh

“A MAN OF PEACE":

OUi despest sympathy for the great loss of a fine leader and a man of peace
and my heartfelt condolence”
—Ambassador of Egypt

“Deepest condolences on passing of Mr.Chelvanayakam and sympathies for
his beicaud family™:
—Muang Ming-Ta
Chinese Ambassador

“Qur doepest sympathies on the great loss for the family. We hope tha
God, the Almighty will give him a lasting peace for the demised leader”:
—Indonesian Ambassador

“To the outsta nding leader of Sri Lanka and the Tamil people”:
——Ambassador of Yugoslavia

“With deepest sympathies®’:
—~Lmbassy of the Geriman Democratic Republic
First Secretary

“On behalf of the Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt and the staff
members of the Embassy T pay our humbie tribute and homage to a great man
whose loss will be greatly feit™:

—Mohab Moobebel
Counsellor Embassy of Egypt.

Among other diplomatic personnel who signed the Condolence Book were
the Russian Ambassador, Mr.Rafin Nishanov, the British High Commissioner
Mr.David Aier, the Pakistan Ambassador Mr.Abdul Raug Khan, the High Con: -
missioner for Canada M1 P S Cooper, and the Charge’d Affaires of France Mrs. -
M.Drogoul. : S
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“SUCH A MAN IS RARE”: “I offer Mrs. Chelvanayakam and the members

of the faﬁnily my deepest sympathy. He has commanded my admiration-as.an | =~
outstanding lawyer, an upright leader and a man of the highest integrity ~a.gd

rectitude. Such a man is rare.” b
—G. T. Samerawickreme, Judge of the Supreme Court

«A SINCERE CITIZEN OF SRI LANKA”: “I pay my humble tribute to |

a sincere citizen of this country, a great and dedicated leader of the Tamil people
and their rights. His loss will be mourned by every son and daughter of Sri Lanka™
—Jaya Pathirana, Judge of the Supreme Court

“A LOSS HARD TO BEAR’’:A loss that the Tamil community can hardly

bear at this crucial juncture—V. Siva Supramaniam,

Former Judge of the Supreme Court,
President of the All Ceylon Hindu Congress.
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“HIS STATURE WAS COLOSSAL”: “Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam’s death -

is a great loss to the nation. As a man fully committed to the highest ideals of
democracy he helped to bring democratic maturity and stablity into the nation’s
life. His stature as a leader of the Tamil community was colossal. The United
Ceylonese Party mourns the death of this illustrious Tamil leader”.
—Rohan L. Karunaratna,
Youth Leader.

“] STILL. REMEMBER..”: “I still remember the tall, slim figure, stricken
with sorrow and sincere love at my husband’s death bedside at Addison Road,
London. I feared to think that Mr.Chelvanayakam had climbed, the stairs. He
was our first visitor—I convey my deepest sympathy to his family”

—Mprs. Gunasena de Soyza ;
(wife of the former High Commissioner for Ceylon in U. K.)

“A PAINFUL BUT IRREVOCABLE DECISION”: “Mr. Chelvanayakam stood
for a federal constitution for 25 years or more as the ideal solution for the multi-
lingual and multi-national problems facing the Island. He pursued this policy
with the sincere hope of changing the hearts of the Sinhalese leaders. After having
agitated for this goal and after the repeated disappointments on talks and pacts
he had with the successive Sinhala governments he came to the irrevecable de-
cision of having a Sovereign Tamil State—Tamil Eelam State as the only solution
left for the Tamils if they are to live with self-respect in this Island. This was not
an easy decision. For Chelva it was a very painful decision knowing quite well the
consequences that would flow from implementing it....... >

—M. K. Eelaventhan, e -

President, T.U.L.F. Branch, Colombo.

A GREAT LOSS TO TAMIL-SPEAKING PEOPLE: The Sri Lanka Freedom
Party Youth League and I convey our deepest sympathies on the loss of Mr. Chelva-
nayakam. His death will be a great loss to Tamil-speaking people of Sri Lanka.
Please convey our deepest sympathies to members of your family.

—  Anura Bandaranaike.
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PRAYERS ASSURED:

Deepest sympathies to family members prayers assured.
—Cardinal Cooray

Heartfelt condolences regret loss of eminent lgader. .
—Eelam Tamil Association—Caiada

Central Province Muslim League bemoans the passing away of Mr. Chelva-
nayakam who has championed the cause of Communal Harmony in this country
for over a half a century. Please accept our deepest sympathies.

—Zackeriya M. Razik

Please accept our sympathies at the loss of a devoted lcader who sacrificed
all personal comforts for peoples sake.
—Mahadevan.

President, Ceylon Association, Ipoh, Malaysia
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A VOID WHICH CANNOT BE FILLED:

On behalf of the World Muslim Congress and myself please accept our

deepest sympathies on death of your dear husband. His demise at this critical
juncture creates a void in the political life of the community which cannot be
filled. He was a leader respected by all for his sincerity of purpose and ideals.

We pray that God in his mercy will grant his soul cternal rest.
—M. M. Mohamed,

SINGULAR PURITY OF LIFE:

late partner s singular purity of life and deep concern - for the
minorities give him a bright chapter in our history.

—C. V. Velupillai
AN HONOURABLE LEADER: o LA R,

National Union of Workers grieves with you your. 1rrepai able loss.

President, World Muslim Congress Ceylon Council.

Your

well-being- of

He was an honourable and righteous leader d,I'ld his demise i1s a great loss
to the country. —President of Sri Lanka and Mys. Gopallawa

Whilst conveying deepest sympathies of the Methodist Church Sri Lanka on
the sad loss, we pray and thank God for his life and work and for his witness as
Christian to his creator and his children.

—Acting President, Methodist Church, Sri Lanka

FROM DUBAI: Please accept our heartfelt condolences.

—Ceylon Tamil Youths-—Dubai, Emirate Housing Company

Please accept our heartfelt condolences.

—Gnanapragasar Tamil Academy,National Seminary Ampitiya Kandy

Accept deepest condolences over death of beloved husband irreparable loss
to National and Tamil Community. Regret inability to attend being hospitalised.

—D. H. Jayaratma M.P. for Gampola.

Deeply regret our leader Chelvanayakam's death. Irreparable loss to Tamil

speaking community and to Sri Lanka over passing away of one of country’s,

illustrious statesman. May God bless his soul. —S. A. Rahim M.P. Mannar.

-3
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Wij'ﬁﬁxﬂghe, | : nbly Mr .and Mrs, Danton Obeyesekera of
Guildford Cresce it Colombo; ‘vir.S R. Wijayatilake, earlier Judge of the Supreme
Court: Mz, M. '*hamed M.M.C. Colombo; P. Navaratnarajah, (.C.;
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Bishop Oswala Fomsx xiliary Bishop, Archbishop’s House, Colombo:
Wr. and Mrs. A. L. Thambia, s‘i ‘m'. J.S.L. Fernando, Headmaster, St. Thomas’ Prep.
School, K oih.p tiva: Mr. AL, de Silva Q.C. and Mrs.de Silva; Mr.H.R. Fernando,
President, I gt na.mtm of Commerce; Mr. Abdul W. M. Ameer, Consul
for Dominican Republic and Mrs. Ameer; Mr. Anton Mutiucumuru, former Army
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Udmu Girls Past Pupils’ Association, along with other office-bearers; C.F.P.Jaya-
suriva, Prof D. Chanmugam, Faculty of Medicine, University, CUolombo; Professor
T. Nadarajah, Faculty of Law, University of Sri Lanka; Victer Teamkoom Chief
Justice; Pieter Keumeman, General Secretary, Communist Party of Sri Lanka on
behf; £ m" the C‘ent“:ﬂ Committe, the party and himself; A. F. \Vijemanne, once
- of Justice and Mrs. Wijemanne; Sarath Metuwegama; P. T. Sivapragasam
n-g St. John’s College, Jaffna, Old Boys Asssociation, South Ceylon:
'Afdjﬁ.ii iu E. Temnekoon, Governor, Central Bank of Ceylon: Professor
Wiga Mrs. Chanmugzam: D. Wimalaratae, Judge of the Supreme
Bﬁh@p 3 Wicremasinghe; Bishop’s House, Kurunegala;
Mr., Vinceni "fhamssti‘i@rmm Judge of the Supreme Court and Mrs. Thamotheram;
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g 2

i ara *m@ BN

Sanes =

HIS LOVE FOR MUSIC

e I have been trying to recollect how he spent his leisure. I remember that
he was fond of playing the violin and for some time had a tutor to give him regular
fessons. Not bﬁmg musical myself, I cannot say how good he was. He
interested in Carnatic music and attended recitals by visiting artistes.”

—Mr. M. Rajendra (S.J. V. Chelvanayakam, A Tribute,
published by Arul M. Rajandran, 1978.)
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FROM THE LONDON TIMES OF THURSDAY APRIL 28 1977

MR. S. J. V. CHELVANAYAKAM LEADER OF
SRI LANKAN TAMILS. -

Mr.Samuel James Velupillai Chelvanayakam, Q,C., President of the Tamil
United Liberation Front, who died in Jaffna on April 26 at the age of 79, com-

manded a wider following among the Sri Lanka Tamils than any other Tamil -{..

politician of the post-independence period.

Slim. frail ascetic, he was a Christian (most Tamils are Hindus,) but his

sincerity, integrity and single-minded devotion to the cause of the Sri Lanka
Tamils won him acceptance as the leader of the Tamils and the respect and
admiration of the other communities in the Island. Mr. Chelvanayakam was born
in Malaya where his father was a business man. He was brought to Ceylon as a
child by his mother and he was educated at St. Thomas College Colombo. where
the late Premier Mr. Bandaranaike was a contemporary.

After a short period as a teacher he qualified as a lawyer and took silk in 1947.
He became deputy leader of the Tamil Congress and formed the Federal Party
of which he was elected leader in 1949 after the Indian Tamils in Ceylon were

excluded from citizenship by two Citizenship Acts. He and several wembers of

his party were defeated in the general elections of 1952. But they emerged as the
biggest group in the elections of 1956. When Mr. Bandaranaike’s Freedom Party
won a landslide victory in the Sinhalese Districts. Mr. Bandaranaike and Mr.
Chelvanayakam signed a pact settling all matters in dispute between the two com-
munities in 1957. But extremists in Mr. Bandaranaike’s party forced him to
unilaterally abrogate the pact and there were disastrous communal riots in the
following year. In 1961, the Federal Party launched a satyagraha (non-violent)
campaign against the government of Mrs. Bandaranaike, now Premier after her
husband’s death, and in 1972, launched Campaign for a separate Stae. Mr. Chelva-
nayagam resigned his seat as a token gesture and was re-elected with an over-
whelming majority.

In February this year he began discussions with Mrs. Bandaranaike which
if they had been succesfully conculuded would have led to the dropping of the
Tamil demand for a separate state. But discussions had to be suspended when
Mr.Chelvanayakam fell il last month. Mr. Chelvanayakam acted as a ‘Sobering
and restraining influence on the Tamils and this is likely to be remembered as his
greatest service to his country in the first three decades of this Island’s history
after independence.

2l

NOBILITY OF CHARACTER:

be a shining example for our generation.
—A. T. Ariyaraine
President, Sarvodaya

On behalf of Sarvodaya Sramadana Movement please accept our heartfelt
condolence on your bereavement. The nobility of the great leader’s character will
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FROM MALAYSIA AND LONDON = '
HIS ANSWER TO MY QUESTION: My wife and [ send you and the

members of your family our despest condolences on the passing of our great leader

and friend Mr. Chelvanayakam. Thes news was carried by the newspapers here in
Malaysia on Thursday and Friday last. Earlier, about two weeks ago, we heard
that he was seriously ill at the Jaffna hospital fighting between life and - death.
Some good friend was good enough to send me an issue of “Suthanthiran”which
fully carried the news of his illness and that so maay thousands were praying for
his life. The paper said that every temple and church in Jaffna was offering special
prayers for Mr. Chelvanayakam and that the hospital grounds were full of people
some of whom were stationed thare for nights and days. This is not surprising
because we know the devotion and commitment peopls had in him.

“T remember the time when I was Pastor in Colombo when on several
occasions I had the opportunity of having short chats with Mr. Chelvanayakan.
One occasion when the UNP came into political power and was wooing the
Federal Party’s support I talked with him and I still remember his answer to my
question, “What is going to be the future of the Party if you don’t join”. He said
in Tamil quoting from the Hymn, “There is a land that is fairer than day”

—Rev. J. J. Ratnarajah, Selangor, Malaysia.
(in a letter to Mrs. Chelvanayakam)

The mesting of Tamil citizens and others decendants of Sri Lanka held today
at Selangor Ceylon Tamils Association Hall, Kuala Lampur cxpressed their great
shock at the passing away of our leader Chelvanayakam and resolved to sehd
their deepest sympathy to the bereaved family. ==

8. T. Thambynayagam, Chairman

We grieve with you the loss of your husband and dedicate ourselves to achieve’

the objective our late leader fought for.
— Eelam Tamil Association, London

I

example to all of us”
by all of us at the demise of the greatest leader of the Tamils

alone can save us. :
—Mpr. Mrs. H. -D. Thambiah:

our heartfelt condolences and convey to family members.
—Mr. Mrs. C. Renganathan

“ABSOLUTE INTEGRITY”: “My sincerest symﬁﬁthiés on the loss of a
great leader. His absolute integrity, simplicity, and sincerity of purpoese is an

—B. 8. C. Ratwatte, Jua’gé of the Supreme Court
“WORDS CANNOT EXPRESS”: Words cannot express the loss suffered

—V. Manickavasagai, Former Judge of the Supreme Court. "

Tamils have becn orphaned. We are sheeps without shepherd. Providence

Deeply grieved irreparable loss of most loved dedicated leader please accept
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MOST CONSISTENT POLITICIAN

“Mr. Chelvanayakam, unlike many other prominent men has been one of
the most consistent and single minded of politicians this country has produced.
Never has he trimmed his sails to the wind of opportumsm Never has he
jumped to the crack of a master’s whip. His sincerity has never been challenged .
even by hs bitterest political opponents

—Morning Times—27-7-1957
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LEARN TO SAY “NO’ -

A Nation does not need the dagger of the assassin, it does
not need the poison bowl, it does not need the sword, the spear

or the bullet. It needs simply a will of its own an ability to
say ‘NO’and that Nation is today learning to say ‘NO’.

B9 P —MAHATMA GANDHI
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