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Government officers should identify themselves
with the people

of high powered
Gov:}'nﬁlr::tpomcials.along with
the Citizens Qognmlttce Mem-
pers paid a visit to the des:
troyed temple of Selvasanna
thi two days ago

A senior memb:rt. of sgilg

ent representatives
gl.;‘éex;?r?eminded him of look-
ing ata cemetery.

The sight which met §h§

e visitors consiste
;{esezglog:ad and unexploded
foreign cartridges, Iqullets burnt
and damaged bul}dlpgs scatter-
ed tiles, skulls within the court
yard and skeletons:

In this famous temple they
saw something which closely
resembled a target on a battle
field during war time.

A temple car 45 feet in
height which three years ago
had cost four million rupees to
make was simply a heap of
ashes.

The fire which burnt this
car seems to have been caused
by a bomb dropped from above
through what is now a. large
opening in the pinnacle of the
shed that houses the car.

It is therefore obvious the
fire was caused from above.
The temple that had earned its
fame not merely through its
sacred spots but through its muts
is now nothing more than a cre
matorium.

The rites in the temple
are unlike most of those per-
formed in other Hindu temples
As at Kadirgamam the officiat-

ing priests bandaged their lips
and recited sacred formulas in
silence.

The ceremonies on Fridays
are considered more sacre
than on other days.

These things were explained
to Brigadier Rupasinghe when
he went there yesterday. .

The chief members of the
group that visited the temple
two days ago were besides
Brigadier ~Rupasinghe G. A.,

- Ge A, Prof K Sivathamby
and Mr. Balasubramaniam

To recommend the next
step to be taken in the mat-
ter an action committee has
been set up.

The two issues that arise
on the present situation are:-

(i) Should the normal rites
of the temple be commenced
once again after necessary pu-
rificatory ceremonies have been
gone through.

(ii) Should the normal rites
of the temple commence only
after the army camp at Thon-
damanaru has been
from its present site.

It is the opinion of many
that the army camp at Thon-
damanaru must be removed
from its present site. It is also
the wish of many people that no
rite whatever, should be car-
ried on till this happens.

In this matter it is neces-
sary that the authorities should
heed the opinions and wishes

of the pubilic so that a just
and permanent settlement is

reached.

An_ Appreciation
Mrs. S. T. Aiyathurai

The death of Mrs, Grace
jeyamany Aiyathurai, the wife of
the late Dr. S. T. Aiyathurai and
the daughter of the late Rev.and
Mrs. Richards of the Anglican
Church, occurred in Singapore on
26-3-86, while residing with her
children Dr. Eric Aiyathurai and
Mrs. Ranee Supramaniam for a
period of one year. She was in
failing health for some time.

She loved her home at L6
Somasundram Avenue, her home
land Sri Lanka and desired to come
back but that was not to be. It
was unfortunate, at the same time
it was Gad's provision and abun-
dant blessing to have been with
two of her children at the time
of her demise. While in Sri Lanka,
she had been cared for by her
other children Sheila Thambiah,
Aileen Appadurai and Rita
Ponnampalam after her husband’s
death, Aileen left for Canada lin
1984 after the riots, and Rita
for Zambia about ten years back.
All the children have the satisfac-
tion that they were around her

during her birthday time last June
and even earlier in Sri Lanka
before she left for Singapore.

The traits which characterised
her life and had a great appeal
were her joy, her laughter, her
jokes, her zest in life, her con-
cern and help for these in need
and her songs from memory which
she would not hesitate to sing
quite loudly not only in Church:
but also in parties and even in
trains,

She was the oldest member
of the Y,W,C.A., an ardent
supporter of her Alma Mater
(C. G.C), an active mem-
ber of the OIid Girls’ Associa-
tion, and a supporter of all So-
cial Service movements, Her
absence would be missed any-
where.

She was an interesting con-
versationalist and would give and
take for any length of time. She
enjoyed seeing people married
and would quietly whisper to the
couple when wishing " Next year
you must be blessed with a boy".

She would enjoy all the good
things of life like a small child,

shifted .
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Electrical - Power, — Mechanical & Quantity Surveying —2 years.
Computer Programming — 1 year,
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Tamil medium.
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Installation.

For details and application form (Rs. 5/-) contact
Director, Jaffna College Technical Institute, Vaddukoddai,

ice-cream, ecclairs, chocolates etc.
bat being conscious of her weight
and heavy body would ask after
eating some of the above, ' Have
1 put on?”

Her home at Som. Ave. was
open to everyone. With her good
eye-sight, she would sometimes
call out to those going on the
lane to come and have a chat.
She was careful to note goed
things in others and bestow com-
pliments. She took care to visit
her neighbours, especially the sick
and elderly even in her own weak
state. Just before she left for
Singapore, she helped an old lady
to get a cataract operation done
and even bought for her, her
lenses. She helped many others
in need, This was one reason
many rallied round her spontane-
ously on her birthdays bringing
even gifts. The emphasis of course
Was on a prayer-meeting she
arranged with her Pastor to thank
the Lord for past mercies and
ask for future guidance.

The greatest thiog in her life
was this faith which she inherited
from her parents. She would at-
tend as many prayer-meetings as
she could. On Sunday without
fail, even with weakening health,
and swollen legs, she would get
up at five, dress slowly, walk to
church and koeel at the altar for
communion.

She was stringeat with money
matters as she felt hard-earned
money should not be wasted,
Where there was a real need, she
wouldn’t hesitate to give. Her
systematic habits of having things
in their places was a hard fact
everybody had to cope up with.

She loved travelling and would
persuade her sons-in-law with such
nicety that no ome had the heart
to refuse. Her mother too was
such. All loved them for their
kindness.

I remember the incident when
our late youngest brother Reggie
rose to receive his award at the
Convocation at the Peradeniya
University, for securing First
Class Honours for his Bachelor's
Degree in Agriculture, which no
one had got for fourteen years
previously. Mrs. Richards, her mo-
ther stood up, clapping vigorous-
ly unmindful of the elite crowd
round her, remarking to everyone,
' He is my grandson ",

Mrs.  Aiyathurai befriended
all, Hindus and Christians and
WAaS cobcerned in each one’s wel-
fare. That is why her loss is
felt deeply by all. Everyone feels
a big landmark is gone,

A memorial service held in
her home on 5-4.86 by the Ari-
yaratnams residing in her house,
with  Rev. J. Sarvananthan and
Pastor Earle Richards, was very
fitting. Mr. K, Nesiah and Mrs,
Thavamany Joseph of the Mothers’

Union- of St. JWhn’s Churce gave
the tributes.

(Continued om dage 4)

JAFFNA COLLEGE
Wanted

1. A resident lady teacher with
experience and achievements
in all branches of sports for
girls such as athletics, netball,
badminton and tennis. Mini-
mum qnalifications G. C. E.

O/L.

2. Library Assistant ( Resident )
willing to be trained in
Library Science. should have
above average proficiency in
English with a keen interest
in books and libraries. Mini-
mum qualifications four passes
in the G.C. E. A/L examina-
tion.

Apply on forms available in

the college office on or before
31st May, 1986.
Jaffna College, Principak

Vaddukoddai.

Applications are called for
Male Nurse traineess.

Qualifications required

1. G.C.E(O/L) in not more
than two sittings with 5§
subjects in one sitting includ.
ing 4 credits (Tamil Lan-
guage or Literature and
Arithmatic or Pure Maths or
Commercial Arithmatic.)

2. N.C.G.E 6 subjects in not
more than two sittings includ-
ing 4 ''B” grade passes with
first Language and Arithmatic:
Applications are taf " ihe

addressed to the Acting Medical

Superintendent, Green Memorial

Hospital, Manipay. Closing date

15. 3. 86,
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EDITORIAL
Fixing the Problem

i 's walk

©Down the street is a centuryy:old temp!e. athlzuleL:)tredSS Ry

d the present becomes the past.” These are o e
whi travel brochure of Sri Lanka yvhnch we ha L
i 'at duces to the Sri Lankan tourists the antiquity o e
g "" Bt ilisation and culture with a large L:oloured picture
e flamboyantly in batik, fondly des-~
en in the background, par-
Patriotism and rer

country
of a tourist-officer dressed

i i le se
ribing a hoary Buddhist temple :
tcially ghidden amidst the pro_truc{u}g foliage.
ligion are closely entwined in Sri Lanka. Wiam

The Selvasannithy Temp’llfz at lThor;t&:I;Lrga?:r:lh;u’};meﬂ p:aoplc.

torate ) is a Hindu Temple, s ]

;%i‘:lzq place ' Where the present becomes the past. ;
ned over the years as an epitome in Jaffna pf
nsiders the act of obeisance todhfg
i f their greatest need, a
i of meeting the needy of thi s
("'ll e ;fx(l)rcr?l rice) as an act which is in essence :eh'gmtu}fc
fiI‘ahlycrl]:eeerful obliviousness with whic_b this nfsed is r;ne ,c:;?ture
u;erous madams at Selvasannithy 1s a replica of this .

n

ity i ivil war was
ocity in the three year old civi \
Qedn%v; lﬁdvci!ldg; fe(r 21-4y-861 when as a sequel to : dgec;
reacfrontation between the Tamil _re51stance forces afnd t eh 9vt.
conment security forces, the -eight wheeled, 40-foot chariot,
:;gmated at 4.5 million rupees was reportedly reduced to ashes
with only its ‘shelter’ partly intact

s irked the Tamil people more than the ravish-
mentBt:)tt Zh:;c?:d Hindu shrine, was the picture of tl?e scen?,
which was projected subsequently on the screen of Sri Lanka’s
TV, the Rupavahini- Prof. K. Sivathamby, a memb;r of_ .the
fact-inding mission (led by the G- A. Jaffna) which visited

" the site on 23+4-86, has addresspd a letter to the G A. (as
reported in the Eelamurasu of 126-4-863 making an appeal to
him to let the country and the/world know the ¢ruth,

It has remai )
a Tamil culture which co

What has been left out of the TV screen, according to the
Professor was the mound of ashes which was all that was left
of the chariot, the human skull and skeletion which the fact-
finding team inspected at the site and the damaged sacred
buildings, associated with the Temple. According to reports,
three were Kkilled during the reprisal one of which was the
priest-in-charge.

The most palpable feeling among the people of the area
most of whom have left their hearths and homes for safer
havens, is that it would not be possible for the Selvasannithy
Temple to resume its normal rites and festivals unless and
until the army camp is removed from Thondaimanaru. The
fact-finding team which visited the Temple site has found the
area surrounding the Temple resembling a crematorium. The
‘spark’ at Thondamanaru is likely to lit a Prairie fire unless
meaningful steps are taken.

Begining with the killing of Father Mary Bastian at Vas-
kalai in the Mannar District on 6-1-85, the most tragic aspect
of Sri Lanka’s political palsies has been the veil of secrecy and
mystery which has shrouded almost every ‘incident’ which
marked a new level of barbarity in the country’s fretful strug-
gle, even when the government had ordered a full scale inves-
tigation into such incidents. * The cruellest lies” said R. L.
Stevenson ‘““are often told in silence.”

In the meanwhile, events in recent weeks
have followed a dizzying trial While fighter planes were rain-
iqg bombs on the Selvasannithy Temple in the Northern Pro-
vince, rescue teams from the army, the navy and air-force had
to be despatched posthaste to Kantalai in the Eastern Province
where some 125 people have been reported dead 2500 missing
and some 18,000 rendered homeless following a breach of the
Kantala-Wewa bund in the Trincomalee District.

! A correspondent in a foreign journal with pungent sarcasm
said. d.urmg the Cape Canaveral Air Disaster in U.S. in Janu-
ary this year, that the whole Tory Party in Britain was relieved

that the explosion over the cape wiped * Westlandgate” off the
front pages of the British Press.

We do not say that the Kantalai tragedy with its heavy
toll of life served only to wipe the Selvasannithy tragedy off
the front pages _of the national media. But what has struck us
as unfqrtunate Is that deaths in Sri Lanka following natural
calar_nmes or disasters caused by months of complaceny and
peghgencef catch headlines and trigger strong editorial comments
In our national media than deaths caused by unmitigated boorish-
ness in the country. Victims of these acts die unhonoured and
unsung- No one raises a voice on their behalf,

in Sri Lanka,

We are no; _in a position now to comment on the news
‘that a new militant group had claimed to have caused the
.bgeach or on the reported comment at Ministerial level that
if it was so, it was unfortunate that many Tamils died.

The bomb explosion at the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation's
bulk depot at Anuradhapura on 23-4-86 in which nine people
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Appreciation

The Late Dr. Mrs. Emily Pakkiam
Retnanandam

“Is life worth living?”
asked somebody, and the‘repllf
was, ' It depends on the liver,”
Let us dispense with the pun
usually associated with this.

Dr. Mrs. Retnanandam had

not only lived a life worthy
of its name, but ‘also had
made an indelible impression

on the society in wich she lived.

To see a lady Medical
Officer 50 years ago was a
rare phenomenon. It is no
surprise that the conservative
women of Jaffna of those days
had an aversion for male
medical officers. and no doubt
Dr. Mrs. Retnanandam’s service
had been a boon to the women
of Jaffna.

Imbibed with all that is
best of a Christian background,
and imbued with a pleasant
smile, serenity, simplicity and
sufferance, the essential ingre-
dients of a good Doctor, Mrs.
Retnanandam was a Medical
Officer par excellence. Mrs,
Pakkim Retnanandam was the
youngest daughter of Rev.
Spaulding Chellappah Solomon
of Navaly. She was educated
at Vembadi Girls” High School,
Jaffna, where she was Head
Girl during the last two years
of her school career. From
Vembadi she proceeded to the
Vellore Medical College for
her higher studies. Incidentally,
she was the second girl from
Vembadi to be selected for
medicine during her time, she
was also President of the Qld

Girls’ Association of Vembadi
for two years.

Having passed out as a
Doctor she served the Inuvil
and Pattur Hospitals. At the
Inuvil Hospital ( Mcleod Hospi=
tal ) she had the good fortune
of working under Dr. Kennedy,
a relative of the late John,
F. Kennedy, President of
America. Although she went
to the United Kingdom with
her husband in 1983 to live
with their son, the love of
her old Institution, namely the
Mcleod Hospital, Inuvil, saw
her back in Sri Lanka soon
and she went to live at the
same old Mcleod Hospital
which she had once served,
and breathed her last at thig
hospital itself.

She leaves behind her
husband Mr. J. K. Retnanandam,
a retired Assistant Transporta.
tion = Superintendent of the
Railway and a well known
free lance writer and ardent
social worker, three sons and
a daughter,

May her
remembered.
— N. Satchchithananthan.

be

services

Mrs. S. T. Aiyathurai
(Continued from page 1)

Mrs. Aiyathurai loved her
Lord and bore everything even
her illness with faith, strong will
power and miraculous patience,

Her favourite hymn * Have
thine own way Lord” was ren-
dered as a special item at the
Service. :

May God grant her eternal
rest and peace in His presence.

— Ruby Appadurai.

died. ( five Tamils ar}d four Sinhalese) again underscores the
searing problems which the country as a whole is facing.

More important than fixing the blame on anyone for the

almost full blown national crisis

in which we find ourselves

today is fixing the problem. As we write these notes, we have

news of a team from India which

is due in Sri lanka on Tuese

day (29-4-86), to pursue the matter of finding a basis for a

political solution from the pew
of Sri Lanka sent recently to [
Hameed. [Mr. P. Sithambaram,

But even before the team has s
torial in the Swunday Observer of
believe to be a discordant note.
harmony cannot be forged in an

In a leading article under
now ”, the ‘' Sunday Observey
members of the Indian Team,
who is described not as a dip
lomatic ‘trouble shooter’. [
intensify them,] The thrust of
operating on Indian soil (some

in India about their involvement
in Sri Lanka) should be wiped aw

help Colombo to arrive at a pol
by the Sunday Observer echoes
tion in Sri Lanka.

But we wonder if the
our annals can be “fixed’,
picture of our new imperatives.

Two journalists who followed

‘terrorists * in their trial tor
them impressed in their mind

" Terrorists are not bhorn,

most of the funds, Syria mo
recruits, But' it is the
homeland and the moribund
tive for driving them outside

Printed for the Jaffna Diac
muganatha Press,
and published by M

ese of t
Kankesanthyraj Road

'Tamil Problem * at
without our having

two months have thi
Si—

They are made.

St of the guns,
Palestinian

. Alvappillai Rujusingh

proposals which the Government
ndia through Foreign Minister

M. A, heads the delegation ]

et foot on our soil, an edj-
27-4-86 has struck, what we
.Peace reconciliation, national
iron fist campaign. "

the caption ‘*India must act

makes no reference to any other
other than Mr. Romesh Bhandari.

lorpatic peace-maker but as dip-
Shooting at troubl

t eS may at times
the article is

In “terrorist’ activities receritly
_away first, before India could
itical solution. The point made
correctly the government posi-

this stage of
a very clear

very closely the Middle East

S picture of

Libya may provide
Lebanon, many of the
Cause and the lack of a

96/ News /86,
Y i {/
e“(;i;:rch of South India at Srj san-
on  Frida e 2 4
am, 330. 1 e hla)‘ "

Navalar Road, Jaffng,
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