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Principal’s Travelogue
{ Continued from our last issue)

2. UCBWM -—New York and Wash-

ington .C.

We left for New York the
same evening and spent the
pext day \ 11th) at the ICBWM
offices at 470 Riverside Drive
as guests of the UCBWM and
its executives Eric Gass. Connie
Thurber and Beverly Thomas
the new ex->cutive secretary.
The morning was spent with
executives and directors dealing
with political concerns and
human rignts issues chaired by
Gary Gamer. In the afternoon
the UCBWM staff entertained
the team at a reception where
greetings were exchanged = The
esecutive staff of the South
Asia section entertained us at
dinner at the Yale Club in New
York City througn the good
offices of Beverly a former
student of Yale Divinity School
I spent one afternoon later in
my visitin the Yale University
campus at Necw Haven To
breathe the atmosphere of learn-
ing at Yale and Harvard and
to nibble at its prestigious and
impressive clubs. academic, culs
tural and social life was aiso

a_very gralifying experience. .

to those of us in the 'field of
educdtion [ preserve therefore,
very indelible memories of the
Oxoridge of New England in
the very same way [ do that
ot Oxtord and Cambridge of
England It 1s an impetus for
Iite and work at Jaffna College —
a college which has inherited
some of that flavour through
gener ations ot Americans who
served 1t trem New England:
Some of us felt that it was a
Jaffna College Club 1n  New
Engiand! | have mooted the
idea to some ol our alunniin
the Ncw Eogiand and New
York areas. ['he Clubin some
form could be the headquarters
of the alumai associations that
are taking shape in USA and
" Canada

The next duy (12th) Gary
Gamer and his assistant took
the three of us to Washington
D.C to meet with the expert
committeés and executives of
the Amnesty International, the
House of Representatives. the
State Department and the Senate.
It took the whole day and we
kept all our appointments to
schedule so carefully and effici-
‘ently arranged by Gary Gamer
and it was one of the most
exacting days L ever faced in
my life. The men and women
in these departments were well
informed of our ethnic and
political problems and therefore.
it was a formidable task to
exchange views on matters of
foreign policys human rights and
connected issues. [hey were
certainly interested in meeting
people who came fresh from the
aress of conflict and we were
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Evangeline Bicknell’s Visit to the Soviet Union as *“a Wanted
to Russia grass-roots mission for mutual
understanding.” Most the sing- 5 tes'd nt preject officer to

Dr. John Bicknell and his wit
Evangeline  celebrated  their
fiftieth wedding anniversary this
past year. Many of the Diocese
will remember her fire singing}
she has also written a bock
on the art of singing. And
this November she accompanied
a small-town singinrg group
the Surry Opera Company aof
to Russia wherge
they ' performed the Russian
opera * Boris Godunov ' in the
Russian language! | hey presens
ted the opera in the capital of
the Soviet Socialaist Republie
of Georgia, Tbilisi and lateg
n Leningrad The reporter 10
the New York Times said thag
* the Russians who heard their
own opera sung to them in
their own latguage — albeit with
an American accent — clearly
were mpressed by the group s
homespun musical gesture of
good will.” >She alo quoted
an amateur Russian mu-ician
as saying “'It's hard to believe
that they went to the trouble
of learning 1he. language for

ers paid their cwn way = 1200
U.S dollars - while relatives
and citizens ot the small town
couldn’t «fford it

After the performance in
Thilisi, the corre pondent writes,
some members of 1he audience
followcd the singers back - 1o
the hotel,w th the two groups
seren: ding each other along the
way ” Besides be ng an advo-
cale of nuclear dissrmament
the director studied Zen
Buddhism in Jupan for sixteen
years,

Evangeline Bicknell was
impressed by the people and
their hunger tor p-ace . And
in Leningra¢ sh  was able’ to
see another Russian opers,
* Bugen: Ou:gin;' a ballet; and
some ot the world famous p2in-

tings at the Hermitage From:

h r trip with ber fricids of the
Surry Opera Company we can see
that not all Ame ricons are Star-
Wiras-struck! Congra -ulations io

her znd the singers on theirgced
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siighe's last Pastoral address
b fore his untimly death in
Oct 83 on the cthnic problem
in_Sri Link1 and more so by
hringing out the book. "Light
in the Datkness” a study on
assisting the disabled, consist-
ing of . collect on ol articles
wriften by eninent men which
publication has drawn the eyss
of the West as well, "

No 0.e would wacss Mrs.
Thurair jsiigan had a handi-
capped <on & 2irihipura Home.
it Wis 0o dount an ache in
her hesrt bu havipg put her
care on the Lird. she trusted
Him lor ev»wh ng conccrning
g:m She'did no1 bew for mm

v
chaole a0 ¢ and sending eats
h  wond ke :

us. And they brought so much ‘“ddd ]OhZ on lhﬂr' Golden "}“ﬁff",ﬂ"ytﬂ,“i'e’,ergaﬁﬂ.
to it. Iu was wonderful seeing s it nntve{sary hetes sile 0K the Iriudie
those young people with thos —Robert Porter . piosent at every. lusction,
shining eyes.” _L‘, Ar-Apprecietion v-.,»wmw,»w»%*""‘w‘%&@?&‘%g

The singers themselves have * san - o

such democratic prefessions as
luncheonette owner, mussel
fisherman. small sawmilli owner
and hospital receptionist The
founder of the company, Walter
Norwick is a 60 year vld pianist
who wanted to take his group

given a patient and courteous
hearing We owe all concern
ed our gratitude

While these visits were
being made by shuttle air service,
we restded in the Columbia
University Campus 1n one of
its new guest and student hotels.
To me it was agaln a rare
privilege to be back in the very
campus and surroundings whicre
I lived. studied and worshiped
as a student twenty five y-ars
ago | took the opportuniy o
visit President Douald Soriver
of Union [I'heological Seminary
and to roam round the old
haunts at Morningside Heighis-
Ruiverside Church Centre, Juliard
School of Music, [eachers’
College and the sprawlng
campus of Columbia University-
it was again an exhilarating
and nostalgic journey down
memory lane | was sorry to
see the tennis courts on which
I played twenty-five years ago
on the campus now occupied by
a very tall building !

It was only three days
since we arrived in USA and
so much was possible by travel
and meelings in SO ‘'short a
time -a feat possible only in this
fast moving country U.'S.A.
and the city of New York!

(¢0 be continued )

Mrs. C. Thurasirajasingam

Mrs C. Thurairajasingam
wife of the late Mr Thuraira-
jasingam tormer [rrigation En-
gineer, mother of Belle selvara-
jah, Chandra Sethurajan, Ranee
Kadirgamer, Malar Duraisamy.
Mahendran, Satha and Robin
passed away in Colombo after
a short iliness The funeral
took place on the :0th Dec 85
at her son 8 piace ai L0, E Block
Anderson Flats, Naranenpita
Coioisbo o Her eldest daugh-
ter Beile and husband and Dr
Chandra Sethurajan trom U. K,
of ner immediate lamily were
present 4t the tuneral besides
her LWO sons 10 wolomdo, the
othel children belng abroad in
U K and Australia.

Mrs lhararsjasingam born
ol Cnlstiain pareuts trom Ka-
rainagar was Sieeped 1n the
christian i4ith and was a liv
g witness during her life of
neatly 75 ycars She bad her
entire education at Uduvil Guls’
College and proved to be a
very loyal Oid Girl

She was a person of in-
domitable courage and wiil-
power a pleasant companion
and friend and sponsored all
causes ot social service. Chan
dra her daughter, who served
Inuvil Hospital for several years,
now a doctor 1 U K, tollowed
closely on her lines involving
herself in many acuvities chiet
of which was helping the dis
abled. She has brought fame
not only to her parents and
family but also to Sri Lanka
by her publications editing

Bishop Lakshman Wickrema.

b ¢

S4nl CODVeisalonahst
tused cheer 1nio everyone

She was also concerned
about the sick. old and young
and needy. She would cheer
up homes by sending local eats
like Murukku Thodu and Ko~
lukaddai which she herself
made. not minding the incon-
venience to herself.

She was always neatly
dressed never failed to appre-
ciate kind deeds done to her.
She promp 'y wrote to thank
eich one in<pite of her fail-
g eyesight  Even in her
wcakeoing health  she would
help herselt to the utmosty ins=
tead of bothering others.

Her trip to Colomb) dur-
ing these hazirdous and diffie
cult days was achieved through
her taith her cour:ge  and
will powver {uhough that was
a success she uccumbed to
a heart attack soon aiter. She
recovered and was iooking for=
ward (o Qolng Larugh an eéye
operation. 'ht was not to be,
After 1 snorc il pess, she just
shipped nto the bmds of her
Lord whum she h.d lo»}ed
and (1us ed for everythimng.

Her 'cruldren have leost a
dear ond exemploay  moiber,
ner Ielatives  and
compassionele adviser and deve
wg personalily UL was admn
able 1o see hel abiding and

resting 1 the wil ol God to
guide and lead her.

She has left bchind her
children and families ner sis=
ters and a host of relatives and
friends to mourn her loss,

May the Lord give her
eternal peace in His presence.

Ruby Appadurei,
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BDITORIAL Tribiul (e ek
Persistent, Serious Problems 1st Death Anniversary of Kokkadicholai Killings
Dr. Mys. Pakkiam Retnanandam I the sdarch Gperatiohs BE
SEESTalase St Kokkadim; “‘71 in the Batticaloa
The 39th death anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on 30-1-8 . R 0{1h.eY Jaric. - District the 200 Tamil
saw the Jaffna Peninsula in the grip of a whole day karial, a\r('j" .'lj»-»('}mi'lq 0 AL?S "MIC  Givilians have been Killed. Most
organised by the Co-ordinating Committee of the Jaffna District ?{ni‘j nletic ac _‘fe"ﬁm‘?“h 'alinyg of them were males between the
Citizens Committees. Schools, government offices, markets, and ‘J‘l’d ” “-‘dmp;:::il:;s}lglya?\d n:anv— ages of 14 and 40-
Blisiness - establshcients ere Clows, Brraiies andinemeics faceted activities the enforced The Catholic Bishop of
REE SepLSOPEN. : inactivity of her Jlast years Trincomalee and  Batticaloa
The hartal Wwas observed as a non-violent protest a_gamst would have been galling but who visited Jaffaa this week
the state violence unleashed on the unarmed = civilians of Kok- for her fortitude, born of a firm said that I:ne Bast is in the
in the Paddiruppu electorate and sure faith At a purely verge of 2 Dig famine as 4000

Eadicholai and adjacent villages
(E.P.) on 28-1-87 and the following days,
Force of the government security forces.

The reprisal on the innocent ciyilians in -which some 150
lost their lives was a sequel, according (0 news r_eports. to the
death of 13 commandos at Porativs, ( some ten miles away fro?
Batticaloa) when their armoured personal carrier was blownho‘
in a mine ambush, while they (the commandos ) were on their
way by land to join a massive force already awaltnzg then.m‘ at'
Kokkadicholai for 2 search-auq-destroy operation of terrorists
believed to have a ¢quarry "~ in the area.

The tale has poignant but familiar overtones in the'three
and a half year conflict, when 2 search-anq-destroy-qperatlon of
s terrorists ”  in suspected areas fznds i ulnmatgly v_mh a mass
massacre of men, women and children even 1n villages conti=
guous to the suspected “hide-outs’- The last such tale o_f tra-
gic proportions was in the fields of Thangavelaufhapurain in the

Batticaloa District. ‘
A lagoon separates the village around Kokkadicholas from

i i itable gladiatorial
the mainland making the area of attack a veritable gladi
nl:ena- An estimated 20,000 villagers fled into the thick jungles

to escape the wrath of the "g!adiators », while in t.he fields
and side-walks of tbe abandoned villages at Paduvankarai charred
corpses and partly burnt bodies were reported to have been
‘dumped unceremoniqusly. ,
The politbureau of the TULF from Madras i; reported_ to
have sent an urgent telegram to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to
intervene and stop the pogrom which has become a regular fea-
ture of military operations in the Batticaloa District, a predomi-
pantly Tamil speaking area. The telegram has also. we learn,
referred to ent
tary operations at Kokhadicholai.
sl‘\lt‘il" Move in the North St ‘ ¥ : »
" In the meanwhile, grabbing the front page headlines of the
Sunday Observer Of 1-2-875 is the news that the anti-terrorist
operation in the East is completed and that plans are afoot for
v gecurity-move in the North”. For this operation, troops were
being moved from all parts of the island said the news report.
Ths same news item did however include a line, that the In-
dian High Commissioner J. N. Dixit was summoned to Delhi on
Friday (30-187) “for urgent talks and to review the situation
in Sri Lanka” But the DN of 29-1-87 reported under the ‘head-
ing “December 19 base for Madras Talks next week ”. that po-
litical circles said that High Commissioner J. N- Dixit is leaving
for India for discussions but when contacted he had said that
jt was aprivate visit and he was going on a holiday.. The
Peace Process in' Sti Lanka has always been overridden by a
feeling of uncertainty at every turn, :
Civil Security J

While a military posture in the country is now more pro-
nounced than at any time before, the newly constituted Minise
try of Civil Security iS reported to be active forging "'« master-
plan” for action ensuring for the people food fuel and medical
supplies in the couniry in the event of the crisis situation com-
ing to a head. District Councils with MPs as chairmen will
direct the civil security operations during such potentially ex
plosive moments. ok :

How the Jaffna Peninsula will come into the orbit of this
scheme of civil administration is ‘not, as yet, clear. There are
no MPs in Jaffna. The Sixth Amendment to the Constituition
has taken care of that. As to fuel, the embargo imposed on
2-1-87 continues: The picture with regard to food supply is
not that bright. Lorries are trickling in, into the peninsula. Ag
on 29-1-87, some 150, lorries transporting food and other neces#
saries were awaiting clearance at the Elephant Pass barrier
Some 250 !orries were awaiting clearance to go South to brim;
food supplies: Jaffna presents the picture of an increasingly in-
secure, perilous, fragile place in a constant state of risk from
many directions.

by the Special Task

g

According to a Reuter correspondent he saw. 80 lorries at
the Elephant l’as_s.barrier with coconut, sugar, tin foods, vegetables
and buckets awaiting clearance to proceed to Jaffna. It would
be an obdurate problem for the government to reconcile civil
administration with a military posture in the Jaffna District.
Pesse Midst Acrimony |

. Bui no one in the country flatly counts out PEACE The
Frszkrishes Hall, Wellawatte was a venue of a Peace Festival

the deployment of foreign mercenaries in the mili-

Vol. “147:*No:."0%

bread winners have been killed
and ;300 youths are languish~
ing in detention camps.

Vide : Uthayan 1-2-87,

human level she would we are
sure have had the satisfaction
of having put her God-given
talents to good use and of
having done everything in her
power to relieve human suffer-
ing without having been in-
fected by the itch for personal
gain. Oae would not be wrong
if- one thought that the calm
and the fortitude she displayed
during these last years and the
example she set to those who
were caught up in the rush

- 4
us who stezdfastly cling on to
such a belief are but human,
and - cannot bui continue . te
fecl .the pam and loneliness of
bereavement for many many
years afterwards. lime iscer-
tainly a great healer. but the
memory of the ¢touch  of. thi

and the fretfulness of contem- yapished hand and the soun

porary life were but a comti- of the voice that is still” will

nuation of her 'mxmstry. linger and recur time and
We have been brought up . 32210 What we can do from

here is what-.we have done
for her so far, namely to up:
hold: her ia our prayers: .

} G. A. Gnanamuttu. ,

in the belief that dearh is not
the end, but merely the gate-
way to a better and more .glo-
rious life Buat even those of

recently organised by' ihe White Flag Sociciy, the Sarvodhays
Movement and the Wellawatte Hindu Sarigam. 1he Ramakrishna
Hall was appropriate ‘for- the PEACE Festival as it-is a Hall
open for all people irrespective of tacial .or - religious affinities.
Mlmster.AthulaLhmudali participated  at .the Festival and in his
speech is reported to have wished for tbe day when the all

i

people in Sri Lanka' will say *we fear no one’. N bl

I this context a news report. in the Helanadu of 1-2-87 has
given us the jitters’ A Medical consultant from Jafina attached
to the Teaching Hospital who applied for @ room at the Rama-
krishna Apartments in Wellawatte to‘lodge for a few dai’s
while oa duty in Colombo, was told by the Incumbent that the
fooms weére now ‘out of bounds’ for people coming from Jaff-
pa. Waatever complexion PEACE assumes in Sri Lanka the
real problem now aopears. to be whether and compromise solue
tion, however clevarly crafted, can- brigde Sri Lanka's yawning
psychologicai divide. R R

Tha Forseeable Future

~ The battles and Kkilling exploding over the hinterlands in
the Paduvankarai area in Batticaloa and the Valvettithurai areas
in Jaffoa ‘do appear to have much more grim ovelftones' than
merely bloody encounters in an ethnic conflict or only attempts
to flash out * terrorists” from their guarrics.. VR AT

The Sri Lankan government has, ‘'we note asked the Indian
negotiators to put back the Peace course on-its track. But the
whole portfolio pre-conditions raised by the TULF .and the
LTTE —the release of the 3000 detenues. the withdrawal of the
Prevention of Terrorism Act, and the Sixth Amendment to the
constitution and’ the lifting of the fuel embargo — again under=
Score the creeping uncertainty inherent in the Peace Talks.

“ The way out ‘of trouble is never as simple as the wg& in”
said H W. Howe. a Kansas journalist. [If there is one indelible
image which the hartal in Batticaloa to protest agaisnt the eco-
nomic embargo on the Jaffna residents and the reciprocal ges-
ture of the hartal in Jaffna, to demonstrate against army atro-
cities in Kokkadicholai has projected to the outside world, it is
the clear perception which the Tamil speaking people in Sri
Lanka for the security and identity of a racial minority put in
the midst of a racial majority-.

For the forseeable future, the military picture appears. posi=
tive as forecast by Hindu two years ago and reported in the
DN of 13-2-85:— i

“The Sri Laukan President and his colleagues would like to
utilice lndia's good offices only for restraining the Tamil ™ Tigers™
and not fot evolviog any formula .. The Iodias approach is to
leep on prodding the Sri Lankan goverament to come forward
with some new ideas which will meet the substance of the Ta-

mil demands. : P

There is little hope of the impasse endipg in the near iut&r‘i
since the Sri Lankan goveroment is playing for time ' tor consali-
date its military grip ......”
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