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New Hostel for
Levi Spaulding Home

The nsw hostel building
of the Levi Spaulding Home at
Vaddukoddai was declared open
by the Rev. Eric Gass Asia
Secretary of the UCBWM on,
Monday the 1lth of March,!
Rev. Gass visited the troubled
peninsula during the second
week of March.

He laid the foundation for
a class room block for the
Institute for Evangelists and
Jay lraining at Maruthanama-
dam. He also visited Uduvil
Girls College and the U{llvcr-
sity Christian Student Centre
and the St. Thomas Chaurch.

After the opening of the
new hostel ouuding a publiic
meeting was held presided over
by Rt. Rev, D. J, Ambalavanar,

Mas. V. Gunaseelan of the
Levi Spaulding Home delivered
the welcome Speech.

Mr. A. Kadirgamar, Princi:
pal of Jaffna College and Rev
Eric Gass spoke and special
items were given by children
of the various homes.

Mr. S. Jebanesan Chairman
of the Childrens Home Board
proposed a vote of thanks He
thanked profusely Mr S. Rat-
navel who had the over all
responsibility for the construc-
tion of the hostel.

Day Care Centre and
Vocational Training School

Rev. Eric Gass, Asia Secre-
tary, UBCWM declared open the
Vocational Training School for
women at Maokulam on the Ilth
of March. This school gives train-
ing in Sewing and typing for 30
women. On the same day, he
also opened the new building for
Day Centre at Mankulam, Rt¢.
Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar offcred
the dedication prayer,

Obituary

Veluppillai Ponuudurai and
Ponnudurai Jebanesan

Mr. Veluppillai Ponnudurai
of Kankesanturai who retired
from the Telecommunication De-
partment some years ago died
at his residence in his 66th
year on Saturday the 2lst of
March. His son Ponnudurai
Jebanesan who had been ill
for some time also died on the
following day. The funeral
seivice for both took place on
Sunday the 22nd of March,
Rev. T S Premarajah assisted
by Revds. D. R. Ampalavanar
and D. C Ratnasingham con-
ducted the service. Tributes
were paid by the Pastors- and
officers ot the Lanka Cement
Lud. K.K.S.

The bodies were then re-
moved to Tellippallai Church
busial grounds for interment.
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From the Indiana - Kentucky

Daniel and Thaya in Kentucky” <.
Conference News ﬂc‘?&m

“They're here!”, * There
they arel”, were the type: of
comments one could hear from
the crowd gathered at the In-
dianapolis airport on the even -
bg of August 31, Daniel and
Thaya Thiagarajah had finally
reached the 1KC. They left
their . home in Kilinochchi on
August 24, had finally left Sri
Lanka the following ‘day, spent
three days in Loodon and one
in New York before - finally
arriving on Sunday evening.
They commented that they had
been tired as they deplaned,
but they quickly forgot their

fatigue when they saw the
welcoming  committee., There
were signs, flowers cameras,

a kazoo band from First UCC-
Indianapolis, and many smiling
faces. In fact, after being in
the IKC about two weeks, the
welcome was  stj|] vividly in
their minds

~ Daniel and Thaya are liy-
Ing in a comnfortable apartment
on the southside of Indianapo-
lis.: The Rev. Don Orander and
his committee haye seen to it
that the visitors are comfort-
able- and- have information and
instruction about the area in
which they will live and serve,
Their schedule has been
caretuily planned with ap at-
temot to respoud to the many
churches that have requested
Lhelr presence. They have at
tended a reception. some din-
ners, womens iieetings, Asso-
Cldllon meeungs, and lgcal
cnurcn cCeleorduons.  I'neir fy.
tute  scoedule  also 1ncluges
caurch growun Workshops, the
InC Board of Direciors tneeg-
183, aud Division leetlngs.,

Waen one talks wih them,
it i3 oovious tnac they have
carelully and thoughttully con-
Sldered  wadl  pelr personal
Budls dre and wudc they hope
W accuupusa 19 their eleven
mouws  win toe (K, Tney
Waul 0 sudre and have con-
VELsdllous dbout world  deve.
lopwent, econumic developmem
VELSUS survivdl, 4| .
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“In Tucked-
KING CRICKET in 1881,

p Verties, Pads and all”

was introduced
By sporting Padre, Frederick Webster,
Jaffoa's ficst Cricketers — all set for the
The PIONEERS — in tucked-up VERTIES,

CJEL YA

z;)
and political! isstiés. The® will

be trying to help Christians in
IKC understand what it means
to be a Tamil in Sri Lanka
today They will share the
difficulty: of being a Christian
in the midst of struggle and
strife  Daniel noted that the
first century church was a
persecuted church; today Chris-
tians are persecuted in their
homeland.

Their experiences working
with the refugees in the camps
in their province have influ-
enced their own lifestyle. They
think of the many times when
they had to share their own
mzal with those who had noth-
ing. Thaya says that she feels
guilty buying ice cream know-
ing how little food many in
‘her own country have.

Daniel ‘and Thaya are part
of the Church of South India
and feel that the Bishop of
the Jaffna Diocese is a man of
vision. He has encouraged the
establishment of homes for or-
phan, handicapped, and the
elderly. He has encouraged
growth of the church through
new church starts The dio-
cese is 100% Tamil Other cler-
gy in the Dijocese have expe
rienced programs such as the
Thiagarsjah’s are in since the
Rhode Island Conference has
had a special relatonship with
this Diocese for a number of
years. Clergy from Rhode Island
have visited in Sr1 Lanka and
leaders from Sri Lanka have
visiled in Rhode Island One
of .tne gois of Daniel and
Thaya i3 to renew some of
the triendships which have been
made over the years.

Daniel and Thaya love to
work and say that they enjoy
being busy. Their enthusiasm
radiates to all around them
They are open to new things—
meeting new people and trying
new tood. The IKC is fortu-
nate to have such fine Chris=
tians serving them during the
coming year. .

who produced
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pade and alil

The BIGGER SCHOOLS in the North soon took to the game
AS a duck takes to Water — their glory and fame
Far and wide —all o'er the Peninsula did spread;

E’en Colombo’s GAY CAVALIERS oft did the

North dread.

The Eoglish have left behind their sport, KING CRICKET:
In days bygone-it was the PASSPORT and TICKET

For TOP POSITION in Sector —

Mercantile or State

E'en today, its the former, the ACCOMPLISHED

SPORTSMAN'S BAIT,

The gams of the WHISPERING WILLOW has come to stay;

Oa bighways and byeways, in fields,

and groves do we play

Cricket; in the glorious traditions of this sport;
The Engglishman's LEGACY = We've through the years sought.

By & Yictor 5. Kirupersj
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New Pincipal for T.T.S.

<

N
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A\ The Council of Tamil Nadu

ological Seminary hag elected
Rev. Dr. Kambar Manikkam ag
the new Principal of the Semina-
ry. Rev. Dr. Goana Robinson who
served ag Principal for the past
ten years ig planning to join 2
German University where he will
teach Old Testament for few years,
Rev. Dr. Kambar Manikkam is g
Lutheran and had been on the
teaching staff of T, T.S. for
many years,

Comul&iion on Ministry ind,'
Ministerial Formation in
Sri Lanka Today

Programme on Theologieal
Edocation of the W, C. C. condue-
ted a four day consultation on Mi-
nistry -and Ministeria] formation in
Sri Lapka —in Kandy. The con-
sultation began on Monday the
30th of March and ended on the
2ad of April. Rey, Dr. Samuel

Amirtham, Director, Programme
on Thelogical Education, Rey.
Dr.

Goana Robinson Principal Ta-
mil Nadu Theological Seminary and
Rev. Dr. Henry Wilson, Director

of Research, Serampore College -

addres:gd the meetings,

B_jr'j}lci als Registllgl and
~ Theological C;H?;
Sri Lanka participated
consultation. The Jaffoa” Institute
for Lay Training asd Evangelists
Was represented by Revds. T. S.
premarajah, S. Jeyanesan, C,T.
Roberts, S. P, Jeyasiogham and
Mr. S, Jebanesan. The consulta.
tion closed with a Holy Commu-
nion Service. Rev. Father Pau]
Casperz and Rev, Sydoey Knoight
were coa-Celebrants and Mr. S.
Jebanesan preached the sernron.

Consultation on Refugee
Rehabulitation

The World Council of Chur-
ches will coadust a consultation
on Rsfuges Rshibiitation from
the 7t of April to the 14th of
April in DCCA Bangladesh. Rev.
S. Jeyanesan (C.S.I. Killinoch1)
and Mr. Lionel Peiris ( Develop-
mant Secretary, N.C.C.) will
attend this seminar from Sri Lan-
ka.

At Rest
Mre. Kanmanie Handy

We regret to record the
death which occurred recently
of Kaumanie Handy (nee Strong J
wife of Dr. G R. Handy, o
Colombo. The funeral too!
place at her residence at 15,
Guildford Cresent, Colombo 7
on Wednesday, the 1st of Aprll,
1987. The Funeral Service was
held at the Cathedral of Christ,
the Living Saviour Bauddhaloka
Mawatha, at 430 p m.

Besides her husband, she
leaves behind a daughter Sri-
kanthie and two sons Laksh«
man and George: Her brothers
Percy and Ratnarajah and sis-
ter Jeyamanie Strong prede-
ceased hern BE S -
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EDITORIAL
Conflict Escaiates!

India and Sri Lanka

Through the near three and a half year confiict, the rela
tionships between the Sri Lankan government and India have
been a3 see —saw phenomenon Contrasting colours have marked
the Sri Lankan political horizon over Palk Strait.

One week the Indian Prime Minister is despised and re-
jected by Sri Lankan political leaders. The very next week he
commands the praise of maay people that ‘' not even Julius
Caesar could match in his visits to the banks of the Nile”
[to borrow a fimboyant simile used by a foreign political
commentator of a political leader in another context ].

During the SAARC Conference at Bangalore, when the In-
dian security 'measures made Tamil militant groups uneasys
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was rated high in government cirs
cles in Sri Lanka But during the conference of the UN Rights
Commission, his standing as a world leader plummetted in the

eyes of the Sri Lankan government.
Peace Talks

At the mom
wardene has made it very clea

ent, as we write these notes, President Jeya=
r at public meetings be address-
ed, that his government will stand by, the new Peace package
it offered on December 19, 1986 and that he looked forward to
the help India and Tamil Nadu would give in implementing the
Peace Proposals, in consulation with the Tamil groups

At a meeting held recently at Jeyawardenapura the Presi-
dent has reiterated what Finance Minister Ronnie de Mel had
said on several public platforms. that the time has now come
when development can no more be sacrificed for the war effort.
It is the Sinhalese people, the President has said who will suf-
fer most, if the *War' is to continue unabated. - Major deve-
lopment schemes in the Island. as we know, are in the South

of the country. .

“As head of an elected government, the President has also
frowned on those who sent telegrams to the Indian Prime Minis-
ter, telling him to desist from making any changes in Sri Lan-
ka's status quo and who indulged in platform rhetoric on Sri
Lanka's political future. It is a well known fact that the SLFP
leader Mrs. Srima Bandaranayake and a group representing the
Buddhist clergy had sent telegrams (o the Indian Prime Minis-
ter telling him not to interfere with the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Sri Lanka A President needs pragmatic self-
relianice during a period of political crisis The ‘new package’
of Devolution of 19-1286 is government’s offer to solve the la-
mil problem. It will have to be upheld at all costs by the
government. More importantly, it is the government’s respon-
sibility to forge a new and positive policy concensus for the
new package. g

The Indian Prime Minister, on his part has set in motion
%) ﬂu{ryn of activity in Tamil Nadu to put back the PEACE
PROCESS on its rails. Despite the dismal clouds over Sri Lan-
ka and particularly over the Jaffna Peninsula, where unbridled
viclence shows no signs of abatement, the Indian Prime Minis-
ter and the .Indlan Negotiators have been in Tamil Nadu and
have extensive talks with the Tamil Nadu leaders and the
leaders of .the dominant Tamil Groups: But two out of th
three conditions laid down by India for a resumption of Talke
have not been fulfilled. Violence in the land has not ebbg
nor has the problem of the economic embargo been solved f\t
the time we are writing these notes, the indications are .th t
PEACE TABLE is, as tar away from the LTTE as ever it' waz

Deep Second Thooghts 7

p While .the P;es@ent and Mermbers of the Cabinet are not
m:;se to tt? political solution, a poignant and disturbing pheno-
audoc?n 1sb ::mmroqd of the conntry which is whipped up, off
oyt mg’red)l,ent (:) tt:b‘led. groups to regard the ‘war’ as an essen-
ey 1 peace’. In Sri Lanka too, afther the Gene-
Y. » "ny €ye —brows have been raised on Indi
ndling of the jaggernaut of the Sri Lankan Tamil problenl)a‘S

An article in the centre
page of the Dait
‘ . vy News 3.

%nakes some very disparaging comments on lndia-ews 1of 27‘3:87
lonest broker _under the heading " The two facs role as "an
t reters to Indian President Z.il Zingh s Siecch [;s of India",
c;xrent :;ffcnswe 1s stopped India may withdraw lat; unl;;s the
effort. The article makes the following significant mediatory
comments in its last paragraph : — nt concluding

iRy
This is welcome news. N
. is . Now at least Sri Lan]
:; a Pozl;l!f)n to solve the problem on its own stea(:a WO\}id i
e meddling ?,f an agant of terrorists wmasquerads g
sonest brother.” DN 27.3-57. [lt“llg oA
alics ours |

With uncanny timing, Pri ini
s ime Minister Prem
t(k)ka a tour to renew ;elations with Pakistan atagastai‘ odee
e two cogmrlgs—Sn-Lanka and Pakistan are * T;e yvhen
»pnckl;\'u relationship with India”., [DN of 27-3-87] As eatn
pleguing the minds of many in Sri Lanka isy if there :ltuees;le%n
» .
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ple in sensitive positions in the government or in sesitive seq.
who are having deep second thoughg

mente of Sri Lankan society | de
when the government is about tO commit itself to a political
solution

Killing Continue Unabated

n in the early hours of Monday (23-3-37)
morning in Pannai area in Jaffna town, between the govern-
ment security forces and the LTTE and the capture, during
the fighting, of eight men on the government side ( five soldiers
and three policemen) by the LTTE, every day in Jaffna dawng
with loud shell blasts and machine gun fire simultaneously iy
many parts of the peninsula The shell blasts are reportedly
from the army camps at Jaffna Fort, Mandaitivu, Navatculi, Pg.
laly and Kankesanthura. [There are in all we learn 19 camps
in the Jaffna Peninsula]. The scene of carnage in Jaffaa of
innocent civilians in the name of national security, reveals tha
staggering proportion of the country’s mess. The latest toll oi
human life during the ‘war’ is in the Jaffoa Government Hog.
pital — on 30-3-87, the worst ever on record in a medical ins-
tituition in Jaffna which cares for the sick Eight patients were
shelled and one employee. 21 were injured in the wards.

Earlier on Saturday (23-3-87) shells lobbed simultaneously ¥
at about 5 a m from Palay and Kankesanthurai camps, claim= ¥
ed immediate victims at Veemankamam, Maviddapuram, and the *
Tellippalai junction. The Maviddapuram Temple on which nearly
25 shells have been reportedly lobbed, was very seriously da-
maged.. Army bullet marks have scored several of the sacred
shrines of the historic temple.

All the occupants of the Chief Incumbent’s house at Ma-
viddapuram were injured, by a shell falling on the house situ-
ated in the Temple grounds., One of the occupants. Aiyacha-
my Sarma (26 had to undergo major surgery. His left leg had
to be ‘amputated at the Jaffna Hospital on 28-3-87. At the Tel-
llppalal junction, a shell that fell into the large drain burst and
claimed the life of a labourer (38) who was at the time on the &%
road waiting to unload a lorry belonging to one of the shops
On 29-3-87, five bombers dropped over 75 bombs in the Neervel:'
and Nallur areas The damage to houses is estimated at 50 lakhs,

Since the confrontatio|

The Econnmic Blockade

Four lorries which left for Anuradapura on 2i-3- ing 8
petrol, diesel and kerosine oil to the a‘t)lthorised lrztgzl t;o?t:tm_'
the Tellippalai M.P.C.S.— arrived on 27-3-87 with a limited #
quantity of each commodity. The lorries were held up at Mada-
wachiya army barrier for 48 hours, according to reports.

But the arrival of the lorries with oil in ‘ :
lapse ‘of three months, did not appear to markjafafza'ev?:;?oaf |
great consequence, to the people in Jaffna The petrol would E
be available only on coupons to those who had obtained them,
at the stipulated army post. The kerosine, according to the
MPCS authorities could not be distributed at the controlled pri- 1
ce as the quantity obtained was small and the cost incurred in
tlge transport by the MPCS was heavy [ 'ne kerosine oil was
given to all card-holders at half a litre per card for Rs 5]. E
V.Vt{y thg quantities of petrol, diesel and kerosine oil given, were
llrpltefi is not known. The petrol and diesel are awaitiné dis-
tr!butlon. as vehicle owners had objected to the issue of per-
mits for_ an essential commodity, in an army camp. In the
meanwhile, a propaganda mill was in over-drive that the econo- |
mic blockade has been lifted. 5

It is a sad irony that while in one part of ‘
a' man — imposed economic blockade is waitﬁlg toobetll){.ftec: u?l’t;tyn"
the shackles pf a military aegis, in another part of the'coun- 4
try a nature-imposed economic blockade in the form of a severe
pRQUGHT.. the worst in three decades holds the inhabitants
in its me_rcuess grip, with a loss estimated at 285,000 metric
Eﬁ:;es g:ensce, cn(t)ugg to (fieed the entire country for two. months.
as worst affect '
I e g P“"alzm'for the Maha harvest are Kurunegalle,

In Iaffna, there is an a_lir of indestructible continuity what= %
ever happens. The reason is not far to seek. ' The madman is N
Ehman who ”‘I?t: losftf everything except his reason' said G. K.

esterton. e Jaffna man may have lost everythi ' e N
: ng. But he
has not lost his ‘reason’. st ;

Some Vital Statistics and Facts
® Some 50,000 people have left their homes in the villages of Kln'. ;
::S?.l:;‘;lutal. Urany, Thyiddy. Maviddapuram. Vemamkamam 80
yliddy. 3

® 75 1 ¥ k
1\0 /;algﬂlzcs !}g K:dduvan area are being given dry rations worth
s. Q s. 400 of rics, fl !
office, Tellippallai, o e A.G.A!:
R':zhund as a N, § |
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