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Re-Dedication of the

D e T

!

little
coddai was the cynosure of many

Our Church at Anai-
an eye that passed down that
lane on the 13th evening, during
an inspiring Re-dedication Service
of the church after extensive
renovation.

There wete around 70 to join
the 6 Parishioners of
in procession round the charch,
led by ths Bishop, the Revds,
A. Jeyakumar and Christo Robarts,

the church

_singing  lustily «* ywGew g T
sigseopGu  TELOTUIS &8y
sar’’y

Following this, Mrs. DMalar
Kandiah, inyited the Bishop fo cut
the ribbon, before entering the
charch, The lyric **<% ! <iHLsGw
i pL-5556w *' was  suog
joud and ciear while the congre-
gation entered the church. There
would have been quite @& few
with lump in their thrgat, espeially
among those who had seen (he
‘chureh in a sad state of collapse,
just prior to renavation.

The Bishop's message "was
most appropriate and touching,

The st reading was Pealm 48
by Mrs. J. V. J. Arnold, and a
Special sapg was rendered with
feeling by Mrs. Thavayogam Niles,
accompanied beautifully on the
guitar by Miss Renuka. Canaga-
singam,

It was encouraging to see the
Committee of the Manipay Church
led by the Rev. and Mrs. §o].
Retnarajab, and the Committee ol
the Navaly Church present at the
sevvice.

The Revds, Jeyakumar® and
Chrisio Robert assisted the Bishop
in the Communion Service.

After benediction, Mrs, Malar
Kandigh thanked the Bishop for
his guidance in the wurk ol the
renovation both during the period
of plapning as well as while 10
work was in progress. also
thanked the Diocese for the grant
sllowed for the renovation.

Mrs. Kandiah had a special word
of appreciation for Rev. Koberts

ohe

during whose time @Bppeals were
sent out for funds Wwiid toe
blessings of the then Pasion

tos Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar: 18
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Anaicottai Church A THANKSGIVING MEMORIAL SERVICE

spirituil guidamce
Rev. Rabert, also gave many hours
of physical labour, when he and
the two traineces from the Ashram
Seminary weeded and swept the
church compound, maintaining it
in top condition,

Mrs. Kandiah said that the
renovation would have been very
difficult ineed, if not for  the
utterly paipstaking ' manner in
which Mr.'A C. Cznagarajah went
about his work. He did not
bother about bombs, shells and
lack of transport. HHe merrily
travelled on the bar of a cycle
and closely supervised the work
at every stage amidst recurrent
problems of non-availability of
material and funds.

She thanked the
Rev. Jeyakumar for giving : the
Parish = the benefit of his ‘orga-
pising ability, and ruaning about
indefatigably to make the Service
a real blessing.

addition to the

Presbyter

Mrs., Kandiah also thanked
the donors ard all these who at-
tended the Service, 'requesting
their prayers for more members,
and for the growth of the Churh

which needs funds, The imme-
diate requirement is a boundary
wall, Jest we face a boundary
dispute!

The parishioners entertained
all those present at tea, and it
was indeed a great day to be
remembered for at Anaicoddai.

We thank and - praise His holy
name.
[ This article was sent (o uS
by an Augaicottai Church mem-
ber who wishes to remain
anonymous.] — Ed.

Prof. Suseendrarajah goes oRn
Sabbatical

Prof. S Suseendrarajah Head
of the Department of Languages
and Cultural Studies at the Uni-
versity of Jaffoa will make use of
his sabbatical = leave this year, to
pursue 8 post doctoral research at
the University of Edinburgh under
Tamil scholar ' R. E. Asher of
international repute. Prof. Suseen:
drarajah will leave for Edinburgh
in Sepiember 1987. He wil be

away for one year

for the life of W,

(Formet mis:

Rev. Dr. Max Hunter Harrison
onary and acting Principal of Jaffna C
of the United Theological College

ollege, and Principal
Bangalore ) ke

will be held at

fai The Cathedral Church, Vaddukoddai
at 8-30 a.m. on Saturday 5th September, 1987

The presence of alunng

S.éj /ju'_’ t's Church

125th Anniversary

Faith of Qur Fathers

by
Prof E. A. Champion

It is no strange coincidence
that the church that my family
and I worship in at Bowling
Green, Ohio , should also be
the Church of St. John the
Baptist: Therefore my family's
connection with a Church of
St, John the Baptist is almost
120 years long.

The Church of St John
the Baptist at Chundikuli was
built and dedicated: in 1362
My great-— grandfather, the
overend George Champion, was
ordajned Deacon in 1865 andin
1870 was ordained a minister
of this church. He was the
minister, 1 believe for about
20 years:

Recently a student asked
me in my class: how I felt about
being the descendant of a
Christian convert who at that
time, in many K ways, while
preaching the gospel of Jesus
Christ was also @ representative
of the colonial and imperial
policies of Great Britain.

I have myself given a great
deal of thought to what might
have been if the misgionaries
had not come to Ceylonat the
time they did, and the island
remained predominantly Bud-
dhist and Hindu I have also
thought a great deal about the
changes that have taken place
in our way of thinking, our
belief system, and our Western
life styles that in many ways
altered the life of generations
of Christianss The focus of our
lives was not what the great
Scholar-Saints. of  the Hindu
culture have said, nor did we
bow in worship at the greal
temples in our land. Rather,
our angle of yision was domi-
nated by Shakespeare and we

Jooked towards Westminister
Apbey. This particular point of
view was farther reinforced

when I went to work in West
Africa in Freelowi, Sleria Leone
I saw the satig process in acion
aud I saw aj atiempt on tne
part of Africa

Having sad all this. I still
make my owWd Pilgrimage to
the Church of St John the

and frisnds

will be greatly appreciated,

A. Kadirgamar
Principal,

T e A
Paptist. and in my ming’ eye
see my great gtand;:;'l:g %
claitoing the gospel of Jesus
chhrist and T see more clearly
the meani zofeventi"him’ ory
that alm"the lives # tio

in ways we never would haye
thought t ’ s,
the church, and St. John's, th,
schaol, remain hﬁmﬁt«" &
colonial masters have gone.
John's,
{)ohn's. the school, rems:
because they have found roc

in native soil- I am sure, duri 25
this time of the greatest o

by my people, there : n

men and women who kneel be-
fore the cross of Christ while
being deeply committed to

culture &the life of x

Tamil L

The Late Dr. D. T. Niles,
who must remainas onpe of
grea::tedintellects of our ti
expr it very well. when
said, ** Christianity was b
to Asia and ‘as.

35

of breaking the pot m
it in native soil,” It w it
to my great grandfather and to
the men and wommen of his
time to nurture the potted palm
put it is* I believe, their com-
mitment to the palm and to
the soil in which it was planted
that has enabled the Chureh of
St. John the Baptist to survive
for 125 years. We are inheritors
of the faith of our fathers:
The least we can do is to pass
on to our chidren this dyal
heritage. bR
From the 125th Anniversary Souvenir
of St. Johns the Baptist C
Chundikuli $

One thousand million rupecs
for the Rebabilitation : of- i
Militants - -

U

The Governments of Sri Lam-

ks and India will spend one
thousand million rupees on °the

rehabilitation  of  the ., Tami;
militants. A part of the

money will be given ta~ ilie
of the dead militants. This was
told by Major General Harkirat
Singh the Commander of the Indian
Troops 1n Sr Laoka., He also said
the Government of India will give
a furtaer sum of monmey im d
sourse and that the rehabilitation
work will swrt immediately Rfte®
the surrender of arme,

villig ¥
1 As

~
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EPIYORIAL
The Peace Accord and After

A sudden shroud hss been thrown over the events 10
Lanka following the implementation of the PEACE Al
signed on 29-7-87. The attempted assasination of President
wardene on Tuesday 18-8-87 while he was pr iding over |t
mesting of the Parliamentary Group at the C i
the Parliamentary Complex at Kotte has sent a ©
through the spine of many. In the teeth of insurmountable
obstacles President Jeyawardeme had thrown his full weight on
the side of PEACE.

The grenades and bombs from
sulted ultimately in the death of the Membe _of P
Denmiyaya and District Minister for Matara Mr
wickrema (52), serious injuries to four Ministers 0
of whom had to undergo surgery and injuries
members of Parliament. The death tally by vi
Members of Parliament after the signing of th
risen to two. The M.P. for Tangalle was the earlier v

According to a news item, (WO grenade clips
near the room from' which the attack was made 1he g
it is reported were of Chinese manufaciure ‘available
to the armed services only . (DN 20-8-87).

The political cyclone in the Island seeris now ‘?‘:‘7*‘ ve chat
its course from the Nortk to the Souih. As Presides x
dene has said, immediately after his assasination altempt was
foiled, nothern terrorism is now no longer a problem: Sou'thcyn
terrorism has now emerged as a serious threat. [But North-
ern ‘terrorists’ did not target Government leaders i

The DN of August 13 has a news item about the visit of
Finance Ministe Ronnie de Mel on 10-8 87 to Matara and Devi-
nuwara —the two places where rioting during the week follow-
ing the signing of the Peace Accord, reached a new peak.

The Minister is reported to have walked along the streets
with the District Minister of Matara, Keerthi Abeywicrema Depus
ty Minister of Transport Boards, Dayananda Wickrcrﬂasing}{e ax}d
the MP for Devinuwara, P.S. L. Galappathy. The tension in
m.‘:m_appeaud to have subsided-

* At a meeting held later at the Kachcheri, Finance Minister
was given an estimate of the damage in the area, which §s
reported to be a staggering 80 million rupees, With some esti-
mates still to come. The damage to the Ruhuna Service of
the SLBC alone has been tentatively assessed as 40 millton
supsss.  The Ceylon: Electricity Board lost Rs, 300 mittion. [15
v!hu:lu were l?urnt}*-

e g thfe houses seriously damaged and burnt were Pre-
sident awardene’s house at Mirisse, Minister Ronnie de Mel's
house 8t R¢vinswara, Deputy Minister S. K. Piyadasa's house at
Heisrs and Hakmana M P. Mahinda Yapa Abeyqunawardena’s
house also st Maiara,

According to the police, the whole scheme of destruction
was 2 well planned and well organised job. The mob had even
equipped themselves with electric saws to cut down trees and
block the roads to prevent the police and army from moving.
The M. P. for Tangalle was gunned down in the remote area
of Angunakolopalessa (DN 13-8-87 ).

This scenario of rhe deep South, following the siguing of
the PEACE ACCORD on 30-7-87, pinpoints the unsettling poli-
tical back d.mp in the country as government steps up its
efforis to'bpng about Peace and Reconcillation as a harbiuger

. for economic recovery-

in the Notth,' in contrast the post — accord picture however
has been very br}qht. The Prevention of Terrorism Act Wilh
ita *'Special Provisions” became a dead letter with the signing
o.t the Pace Accoyd. Father Aparanam Singarayar was drama-
uc'llly discharged in the midst of a High Court [rial, and per-
mitted to leave court and be a free man after four years and
mine months In incarceration. The Boosa detinues, 3170 in num-
ber keep.on arriving in Indian Naval landing crafts with medi-
ca) sttention given 1o them if need arises at the ‘foating hos-

. pital’.

'_The LTTE has reported that it had surrendered its entire
military arsenal. The Seminar at the Kailasapathy Awditorium
on 16-8-87 on the political situation ia the country, lollowing
the. Accord, has given the Group an increasing awareness of
its new responsibilities in the new era in poliucs when, as Pro-
fessor Sivathamby of the Jaffna University has remiaded them
their military prowess has to be supplanted by prowess 1 po :
tical “diplomacy. ‘Lhere is more power, ey have been f,l),f',
in. socially organised masses on the march than there s in g ;‘
in the hands of deperate men. o

unidentified

1023y

usually

As we write thes notes, the Indian delegation to discuss
important detalls with a oSri Lankan team on tue nnph:mu;u;;
tion of the Devolution Package has arrived. Lue five ,\glu‘nl.}“i\‘
of the team are:— Messrs Kuldip Shadev, K. S, Sasiri, 5. 13(;&;

ikrshnen, V. K. Jain, and B. S. Prakash, ‘Lhey xepresenr ihe
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ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE
&
CHUNDIKUL] GIRLS' COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS — 1988
1. VACANCIES ONLY in (1) Year ONE and Year SIX
Apply: (i) onm ftorms available from the respective Sehools

batween lst September and 15th September 1987,
ns on other forms will NOT be considered.

(ii) Appli
(iii) Forms received after 20th of September will not ba considered,
SRR must be accompanied by Birth Certificates. Forms
v. or incompletely filled will be rejected.
+. Application forms can be obtained in person or by post.
(1) Ia person: Qa School days — batween 9.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m,
payiog Rs. 10/« for a year ONE Form, and Rs. 20/- for a
Year Six Form. f
%i) By post send stamped addressed envelopa enclosing
P.0/M.O. for the respective amounts in  favour of the
Principal of the School.
5 AGE: YEAR ONE: applicants should have been born between

01-02-1982 and 3(-01-1983.

YEAR SIX: applicants should have been born after 01-01-1977.
sion TEST for Year SIX: Saiurday the 10td October 1987,
g at 8,30 a.m.
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Jaffna. PRINCIPALS

14-08-1987.

WANTED
For Karunanilayam, Kilinochchi

A devoted Christian lady without encumbrances to bs in chargs
of the institution and look after the orphans, the handicapped and
the young girls, with love and tender eare. An aptitude for such
work is necessary. . Accommodation is provided. Remuneration nego-
tiable. Middle aged couple without emcumbrances may also apply.
Applications close 30th August 1987. 3

Ven. Sam D. Hershington \ !
Mission House, 1

Nallur, b

Jaffng. : ﬁ

Growing Thoughts But in contrast te this, there
would be the exaltation of spirit
resulting from the singing of the
Psalms (Psalm 112-134). as the
caravans moved on to the ecity of
the great King, and the shout of
joy that would go up as Jerasa-
lem was sighted. And then in
Jerusalem itself, there was Jesus
experience of listening te the
Rabbis, and His sight of the
Temple market for the first time.

What thoughts were born in

I was glad when they sasd
unto wme, Let us g0 into the
house of the Lord. Our feet
shall stand within thy gates,
O Jerusalem., Psalm exXil, 1=2.

There is nothing in the gos-
pels about Jesus batween the ages
of twelve and th.aty, But before
we pass over this period, we must
at least remind ourselves of some
must have

of the theughts that
been in Jesus' mind as & result His mind as a result of all thess
of this first wisit to Jerusalem iwmpressions we cannot say, but
itself. we do koow this, that when He
Only eightesn months exelier, started His mission, His #irst
act was to clear the Temple

the second census uader Quirinius
bhad taken place, and was the
cause Of an abortive revolt in
Galilee led by a man called judas.

courts of the market, His teach-
ing was im contrast to the teach-
ing of the Rabbis, and His pre-
clamation of the Kingdom was

It was cruelly suppressed. and
the people must bave seen, even
on that visit to Jerusalem sighteen
months afterwards, some of the
victims of that rebellion hanging
on crosses planted along the road-

independent of any idea of over-
throwing Rome.

Except the Lord buiid the
houss, they labour sn vain thet
build it: except the Lord heep

side, & warping to others who #he city, the waichman weketh
dared to think of overthrowing &wé i vaim. Psalm cxxvil, 1.
Rome, ' —~D.T.N

Lj\.‘u‘ugu Ministry, Home Ministry and Finance Ministry in India, {8
with a legal adviser, Mr. S. Balakrishnan.

: X‘k‘,)\.‘a’ u‘: 4 permanent settlement do appear bright in Sri
Lanka, Lbough at the mement mixed with forebodings. But now
It 1s lele for all political parties in the land to be united in
their efforts to see that the greatest threat to the country is

not the end of the war {1983 — 1987 )»

Registered as a New, o ] 7
Register ‘J ‘: Newspaper at the G.P.Q,, Své Lanka under Nv. Q/]/64/News|87
mulw[‘ngruj for th:..: Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India at Sri $an-
;;., atla Press, Kankcsantburai Road, }efioa on Friday, 21st Augesé 1987
ad publivhed by Mr, Alveppillasi Regesiogbam, 330, Navalar Reed, Jafioe,
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