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Jaffna Christian Union
United Worship Service

The Unsted Worshlp Ser-
vice, organised by the Iaffna
Christian Union in connection
with the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity was held at the
CSI Church, Uduvil on 22-1-84
at 4 p.m,

The theme of the Week was
" Peace on FEarth, goodwill to
men”., Rev. S. N. Sugunananthan
led the United Worship Service
at which the preacher was the
Rev. Fr. A. C. Christopher, the
Parish Priest at Manipay.

The Youth Choirs of the C.S.I.
Church, Uduvil and St. Anne’S
Church, Manipay rendered special
songs.

The Litany was led by Rev.
S. N. Sugunananthan.

The Service concluded with
Rev. Senior’s hymn ‘' Jehovah,
thou has promised” (Hymn for
Ceylon), translated by Mr. A, M. K,
Coomarasamy. The Benediction
was pronounced by the Rt. Rev.
S. Kulandran.

Rehabilitation role of
the YMCA

On 14-1-84 the National Coun-
cil of YMCAs, Sri Lanka, started
on its rehabilitation program for

those affected by the July 1983
disturbances.
It will assist in the cons-

truction of 316 houses and work
with 12 YMCAs spread out in
the island.

Mr. Bradman Weerakooan, Com-
missioner-General of Essential Ser-
vices, complimenting the National
Council on its contribution, indi-
cated to the President and national
general seeretary of the council,
Messrs. Eraj Wijesinghe and Boyd
Perera; that this project would
be part of the government’s Mas-
ter Plan for constructing 3,000
houses throughout the island,

The rehabilitation committee
of the council met at 10 a, m,
on 14-1-84 in the national coun.
cil office at Kollupitiya, to dis-

cuss how best the funding re-
ceived from abroad should be
utilised,

Messrs, Donald Speldewinde
and Y. W. Goonewardene, Asst.
Commissioner, Essential Services,
were present at the meeting, to
brief the local YMCAs on their
role in rehabilitation and what
government assistance to them,.

Two ministers visited Jaffna

Dr. Ranjith Atapattu, Minis-
ter of Health and Mrs. Sunethra
Ranasinghe, Minister of Women'’s
Affairs and Teaching Hospitals,
visited Jaffna on 24.1-84 to open
the Rs. 3 million Intensive Care
Unit of the Jaffna Hospital and
the Cobalt Unit of the Tellipallai
hospital,

Mrs. Indra . Gandhi on
“Christian Pioneers”

“Today 1 should like to ' ex-
press my deep appreciation of the
work done by Christian pioneers

not only in edueation and medi-
cal and social si#jee but in our
intéllectual evolution.  Christian

priest and scientists from various
countries made special study of
our languages and literatures,
many missionaries brought our
first lexieons, they also laid the
foundation of research of our

plants and minerals and of . our
manners and customs. The press-
es they set up to spread the

teachings of Christ paved the way
for a publishing industry which
enable the messages of all creeds
also to be propagated. As in
every walk of life, so in the na-
tionalist struggle, our Christians
bhave vied with others and today
they bear a full share of nation
building tasks”

[ An extract from a speech
made at the Centenary Cele-
brations of St. Stephen’s
College, Delhi.]

Death of Miss Matthai

We regret to announce the
death in India of Miss S. T,
Matthai B. A. (Madras). M. A,
(Columbia}, former Principal of
Chundikuli Girls College, on the
4th of January 1984. She first
came to Chundikuli in May 1926
as a young teacher from India.
She was one of the early pioneers
who left their motherland to serve
Ceylon. As a teacher at Chundi-
kuli Girls’ College from 1926 to
1949 and later as Principal from
1950 — 1961, she gave the best
years of her life in unstinted ser-
vice to Chundikuli. She Spon-
sored all the Christian movements
in the school. The Jaffna Y. W.
C. A. which was born in Chun-
dikuli, reached successful maturity
with her help guidance and sup-
port. Her name is indelibly stamp-
ed in the annals of the school
and in the sphere of education
in the North,

=={Cor;

OL maths paper

The Commissioner of Exami-
nations, Mr. P. Kariyawasam has
assured that the students will not
be affected by the glaring mis-
takes in the fresh Maths II GCE-
O-Level paper held early this
month,

He admitted that there were

two errors, In one question it
was a printing error, The other
error had crept in somehow or

the other in another question.

Mr. Kariyawasam said the
errors were detected before the
examiners began marking the
Maths II answer papers. Princi-

pals and teachers had also brought
this matter to the notice of the
department,

" We have already taken action
to adjust the seheme of marking

The Man-ger,
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SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

for the Life
of
Miss S. T.

and Work

Matthaj

will be' held on
Friday, 3rd February 1984
at 4.30 p.m, E

at St. John the

Baptist Church,

Chundikuli, p

The presence of Old Girls ang Friends
will be greatly appreciated.

Chundikuli Girlg’ College,
. Jaffoa, .

and students will be duly con-
pensated so that no students will
be affected”, he said.

According to Sunm (25-1-84)
the Minister of Education has
called for an explanation from the
Examination Branch.

At ﬂlRest
Mr. V. William

The death occurred on 14-1-84
at his residence at Atchuvely of
Mr. Velupillai William (87), the
youngest son of Rev. C.D. Velu-
pillai a revered Pastor of the
American Ceylon Mission.

Mr. William whe had his
education at Jaffna College where
he excelled in sports was a teacher
who had served at Kankesanthu-
rai English School and at Chris-
tian College, Atchuvely, both of
which were then run by the Ame-

rican Ceylon Mission. He retired
in 1957,
He was a vital link in the

Diocese with a family which 'had
very strong ties with the Atchu-
vely Church.

The Funeral Service was held
at his residence on 16-1.84. Rev,
S. P. Jeyasingham officiated assist-
ed by Rev. A. V. Jesudason and
Rev. Karunairaj of the Methodist
Church, Pt. Pedro.

The Qeceased leaves behind
his wife, Nesarataam, five daugh-
ters and a son.

IN BRIEF

@® The Kilinochi Kachcheri will
be ceremoniously opened on
6-2-84.  Mr. N. Jeganathan, the
Government Agent will partici-
pate in the ceremony. The
Secretariat is housed in the
building once occupied by the
Paddy Marketing Board.

@® The 150th Aaniversary of the
founding of the Observer will
be celebrated on 4.2-84, The
Evening ‘‘ Observer” will pub-
lish a 48 page Supplement on
3-2-84 to mark the occasion.
A Stamp to commemorate the
anniversary will be released on
31:8-84.

Kdvertisement

YMCA Talent Contest
IN WESTERN MUSIC
Saturday 25th February, 1984
at Chundikuli Girls' College
Entries close on 11-2-1984

Details from :

M. Thambithurai,
General Secretary,
Jaffoa, YMCA.

IN MEMORIAM

_IN EVER LOVING MEMORY
OF

Mrs. Victoria Nallammah
Kathiravelu
Entered Glory 31-1-1977

‘"It is seven years since
you left wus

But your unseen hand
does still lead wus.”

Affectionately remembered by
Iyah, Pillai and family,
Thamby and family and

S her loved ones.

99, Chapel Street,
Jaffna,

New doctors assume duties

Two hundred and fifty six new
doctors assumed duties at their
respective hospitals on 16-1-84.
Seven have informed the depart-
ment that they may not accept
the appointments since they were
considering going abroad for their
internship,

These doctors are those who

recently graduated from the coun-
try’s four Medical Colleges.

25 Doctors have been posted
to the Jaffoa District,
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The Peace Quest

which commenced on 10-1-84 have been

itself into two Com-

j 25-1-84 after the Conference broke itse : !

“_10“"“’;’ o:elihir:ne further on t/hrée areas which have been ld'e‘nu-

;imctlu:ts tl?e plenary sessions as constituting the crux of the political

e

The All Party Talks

problem in Sri Lanka.

The three areas, according to Minister Athulath Mudali, the accre-
dited spokesman of the Conference are:.— (a) grievances of all com-
munities (b) solutions for those grievances (c) disavowal of all kinds
of violence ( terrorism ).

President Jeyawardene in his Convocation Address at Bandara-
nayake Centre for International studies, on 20-1-84 bas thrown more
light on the first “‘area” listed for discussion.

The ‘‘grievances of all communities” eover a wide range of acti-
vities including colonisation, university education and devolution of
power and decentralisation of authority in the provinces.

The President has, we note, also observed at the Convocation
that that the BCIS Centre which has not so far made any study of the
ethnic problem, could now make an effort to study some of the mnf-
ters falling under the broad category of ‘‘ grievances of all communi-

ties "', :
An All Party Conference, with racial and religious representatives

participating in it, without doubt is an appropriate forum for the
study of the grievances of all communities in this country.

At the same time, it is important that we constantly keep in
mind the objective of the government in summoning the All Party
Conference. It is a Conference which meets in the wake of one of
the ferocious ethnic conflicts in our annals and is involved vitally and
purposefully in the quest for Peace.

" Peace” as Spinoza, the Dutch Philosopher, has observed “is
‘is not the absenee of war. It is a virtue, a state of mind, a dis.
positien for benevolence, confidence and justice”

The simple unvarnished truth remains, that despite the best of
government efforts to stem the tide of increasing racial bitterness and
ill-will, the tenor of day-to-day life in the country is yet to reach
normalcy. The disposition for *' benevolence,” confidence and justice "’
is yet to be established in the community.

The quest for peace will be unending unless we confine ourselves
te the vital problems that face us and insistently demand solution,

It is then that the Round Table Conference,
UNP Manifesto of 1977, could play a vital role in
is being made in Sri Lanka.

envisaged in the
the history that

——————

The Local Church and its Image

Anyone aitending today a Service of
our Churches will be struck by the arra
is. moved into the Church, hours before

Solemnisation of marriage in

y of electronic equipment that
the Ceremony.

Time was, when it was the officiating Priest
at the entrance and led her into the Church
present video personnel with blinding lights anq
monopolise the once solemn scene in the
ceremony,

retreating steps who
Church during a nuptial

The officiating clergy are
ticated electronic equipment
ders) with only the voices of

hidden behind an

"octopus’ of sophis-
(some mounted,

others poised on shoul-

The electronic Church is

the subject of
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2 under-
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The question which we in our local parishes ha
wl?ether electronic devices ugszd unreservedly
bring people into the church

Ve to answer is
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or keep them away, e

There are we know vigorous defenders of g views
competent .to comment on the theology behing the indi. i
of electronic €quipment inside the church %
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n?ember that the risk of the SMooth image of the ¢
fial danger to be guarded against

» we have tg re.
hurch is a poten.

‘A measure of self-impoged discipline ig
area of church life
blurred,

very necessary
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if the !mage of the local church i

is not to be

Impressions on Church Life in Japan by a Fellow Asian

By

[The writer visited Japan for
3 months on scholarship to study
Sociology at Doshisha University,
Kyoto and was visiting Professor
at the same University, His Japan
stay was sponsored by CCA, This
article has been reproduced from
Japan Christian Activity News.]

It is not possible for me to
feel the whole body that is the
Japanese Church. I must be like
a blind man feeling an elephant
and trying to give a description
of it. My impressions must be
one-sided. But the experience of
my visit to Japan although only
three months long has been of
great value for me and 1 felt
that I want to share my impres-
sions.

Pocket-size Churches

' The Japanese deserve praise
in many areas, One of these is
for their ability to make big
things small —small calculators,
small cameras, small cassette re-
corders. Everythings is pocket-
size. Churches also, are often
small having only 20 or 30 peo-
ple.

Japanese churches
impression of simpleness rather
than of splendour. The buildings
are small, many of them resem-

give an

bling ordinary houses. The pul-
pits are small. The benches are
small. Small is beautiful, and

the small churches in Japan ra
diate a beautiful spirit like the
house churches we read of in the
New Testament. The atmosphere
is friendly and personalised. There
is a feeling that they are all con-
sidered members of a close union,
There is a strong group cons-
ciousness among them. After the
morning  service members often
eat the noon meal together.

The relationship within the
church itself is very intimate.
However, the relationship with
other churches is quite different,
The union within a church synod
or council of churches ijg very
distant. There is rarely an ex-
change of preachers or even a
joint church activity.  Financial
help from a strong church to g
weaker one is rare,

We must appreciate the fact
tbat the churches in Japan use
a pocket-size pattern, But that
certainly does not mean that the
horizons of the church must also
be pocket-sized,

Free frem too many Baptisms

If a church' has twenty peo-
ple in it, that does not necessa-
rily mean that it has twenty mem-
bers. It could be that only eight
are members and the rest are
Permanent visiters. This is epe
of the unique features of the
church in Japan- People wil]
faithfully attend the worship ser-
Vice every Sunday, but they don't
easily receive baptism and become
chureh members, Tq them bapt-
iSm represents g surrender, or g
very meaningful promise; becauge
of this, they are very careful
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to it. In these

are

about agreeing
churches there no formal
catechism classes. In fact, they
don’t have a standard catechism
book, although the number of
titles and the quantity of Chris.
tian books are amazing. Evident-
ly, catechism is taught personal-
ly from time to time. And this
can go on for three or four years.
During | this time, the catechu-
men are given the opportunity to
participate in church life.. It is
this participation that becomes
the criterion for baptism.

All this is very different from
most other Asian churches where
baptism is more or less regarded
as a person’s right after he has
attended catechism classes for g
stated number of months, This
concept of baptism being some-
body’s right is foreign to the life
of the Japanese church. Certain
churches in Asia pride themselyag
on their rapid growth, wherein jp
one year hundreds of people are
baptized at one time. Such chyy.
ches evidently need to learn from
the Japaneses churches the under-
standing of the meaning of bapt-
ism. In the churches that grow
so rapidly, there is an inflation
of baptism, when baptism is given
easily after only a few months’
instructions, without an actualiza-
tion of the faith.

The Octopus Pastor and the
Shrimp Paster
What is amazing is that a

church with only eight members
will have a pastor. They can't
imagine that in many other Asian
churches, just the opposite is true,
One pastor will have eight chur-
ches. This is another unique fea.
ture of the churches in Japan,
Each church no matter how small,
will have its own pastor. [t is
quite possible that the Japapese
church has the highest ratio in
the world between the number of
pastors and the number of cop.
gregations. It seems that the
Japanese pattern of thinking s
that each church should haye its
own pastor, just as a school has
its own teacher. This pattern of
thinking needs to be questioned
and examined by the churches i
Japan. It is true that each church,
no matter how small, really needs
ts owa pastor? ° And it jg true
thet each pastor has to work full-
time for the church and therefore
receives his total salary from the
church ?

A Japanese pastor has to be
very clever at creating new forms
of service. He has to find or
create his own work, The pastor
who is creative at making new
forms of service will be both
functional and very busy. He can

become like an octopus with his
bands everywhere. But the upn-

lucky pastor who is not elever
at creating jobs for himself will

just sit in a corper huached up
like a shrimp,

(%o be continued )
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