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Colombo Church (JDCSI)

The Colombo Chuech Annual
Meeting was held on 18-2-84. The
following were elected office-bearers:

Secretary —Mr. K. D. Arasarat-
nam
Treasurer —Mr. V. Navaratnam
Deacons—(1) Mr. T. Thevarajah
(2) Mr. R. W. Lyman
Sunday School Superintendent ;
& Mrs. R, Hensman
Youth League President :
Indrjit Senathirajah
Womens Guild President :
Mrs. A, Pathmnathan
Layman’s Association President :
Dr. J. Navaratnam
Editor- Vinnoli: Mrs. Thurairatnam

The Holy Week programme
has been drawn up. The Good Fri-
day and Easter Sunday services will
be held at the Dutch Reformed
Church. The Easter Service will
be broadcast at 10 a. m. en 22-4-84
Tne Easter Bhajani will be held at
i St, Paul's Church, Parish Hall at
Milagiriya.

Some ten families from the
Colombo Church have left the island
after the July disturbances accor-
ding to the News Letter of the
church sent to us.

Y. M. C. A. Secretaries
Training Institute

The National Council of
Y. M. C. A’s Secretaries Training
Institute was conducted at the
Y. M. C. A, Dehiwela on Sunday
4th of March to 18th- Mareh 1984,
Rev. Celestine Fernando, Hony.
Director of the Bible Study Institute
of the Colombo YMCA, conducted
a Service of Dedication. This train-
ing Institute was inauguarated with
the lighting of the traditional eil
lamp by the President of the Na-
tional Council of YMCA’S Mr. Eraj
Wijesinghe.

Sister Bernard Vas welcoming
the gathering addressed the trainees
briefly, statiog in no uncertain
terms that the course of training
will be very strenuous.

The keynote address was deli-
vered by Mr, Eraj Wijesinghe. He
drew special attention to the chan-
ging phase of society and the need
to train the young people.

Eleven participants nominated
by ten YMCA'’s attended the Train-
ing Institute. The course content
covered the main areas of:

(a) Understanding YMCA and
its history

(b) Understanding Christian Faith
Theology and the Eeumeni-
cal Movement

(¢) Development Education

(d) Leadership Role

(e) Administration & Finance

(f) Programming.

The course was condensed to
two weeks but still the requirement
of 180 hours of Theoretical and
Practical training was maintained.
The daily programme commenced
8t 6-30 a. m. with Physical Fitness
exerciges and continued till the last

"Rev. and Mrs.

CISRS

Residential Bible Study
Workshop

Rev. Dr. Hans Ruedi Weber
of the WCC in Geneva will conduct
a residential Workshop at the
Christa Seva Ashram at Maruthan-
madam next moth,

Ths Workshop will be limited
te only 30 participants sponsored
by Churches. It is open both to
laity and clergy, both men and
women.

The course is meant to train

Bible Study leaders in the church
and community.

Particulars could be obtained
from Rev. T. S. Premarajah, the
Parsonage, Tellippalai who will be,
the Registrar of the Course.

Personal

Dy, Thomas Ponnarusu has
been selected for the Master of
Surgery course and his wife Dr.
Annah Ponnarasu for the Obsetrics
and |Gynaecology course on the
results of a qualifying examination
bheld at Vellorse Medical College
recently.

Dr., Ponnarusu is the son of
Mrs. T. Thurairatnam and of the
Iate Mr.J. P. Thurairatnam of the
Colombo Church and grandson of
G. D. Thomas
JDCSI Workers of revered memory.

At Rest
Mr. J. M. Selvadurai

We are sorry to record the
death which occured on 11-4-84
at Pandateruppu of Mr. John
Murugupillai Selvadurai, former
Librarian and Hostel = Warden,
Jaffna Central College, Jaffna. He
was ailing for sometime and was
at the residence of his son Dr.
C. C. K. Selvadarai, D. M. O,,
Trincomalee. The funeral service
was held at the residence of the
deceased 337, Sandilipay Road,
Pandateruppu,

The Rev. Sam Thampoe as-
sisted by the Rev. T. S. Prema-
rajah officlated at the Service.
Mr. Kirubairajah Chelliah paid the
tribute. The committal rites at
the grave side were performed by
the Rev. Sam Thampoe, assisted
by the Rev. T, S. Premarajah,

His wife predeceosed him in
1981.

He leaves behind ¢+ one sons
three daughters and five grand-
children.

session which ended at 9-30 p. m.
with short breaks for breakfast,
lunch tea and dinner. The partici-
pants were exposed to several
YMCA programms through a course
of on -the - job training at the
YMCA's of Colombo, Nugegoda,
Kandy and Ratoapura and field
visits to some of their project

sites. i
= Cor,

St. John’s College, Jaffna
Vocational Training Institute

Applications are invited- for
Automobile Engineering leading to
Institute of the Motor Industry, U
cian’s Exam (CGLI 390),

S0
City and Guilds, London,

2 two/year diploma cowrze in
membership examinations of the
and Motor Vehicle Techni

At least 5 passes at the G.C.E. (O/L) or equi-

with English, Mathematics and

Qualifications :
valent exam,
Science,
Medium : English and Tamil,
Fees : Rs. 950/- per

Mode of Selection: Written test
and interview,

Application Form:

year or ‘Rs. 350/- per term.
in Epglish and General Ability

Apply on or before 5th May; 1984 for pres-

cribed application form enclosing a monsy or

postal order

- payable to the Prineipal. -
Application will close on 10th May, 1934,

Closing date:

for Rs.

10/- (Examination fee)

Principal.

IN MEMORIAM

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Mercy Athisayam Asbury
Called to rest — 26-04-1982

"' Blessed are those who are pure
in heart; forn
God” ( Matt 5:8).

Remembered by Leela, Stanley

and Loved ones.

20, Lawton Road,
Manipay.

The Jaffna Citizens

Committee

At an Emergency Meeting of
the Jaffna Citizens Committee held
on 14-4.8¢, a resolution was passed
expressing the regret of the Com-
mittee at the burning of the Na-
ha Vibara in Jaffna and the
Church of Our Lady of Refuge at
Hospital Road, Jaffna.

The Committee conveyed its
sympathy to the families of the
victims, of the ‘Black Week’ in
Jaffoa those yet to be traced,
the wounded and also expressed
its sympathy to the proprietors of
business = enterprises who have
suffered losses. ‘

The Secretary of the -Com-
mittee has asked the public to
furnish him with details of per-
sons lost, killed, wounded and of
shops and properties damaged.

The address to which such
complaints could be made is
General Secretary, Jaffna Citizens
Committee, P. O. Box 9, Jaffna.

The Jaffna District

According to a directive of
the Ministry of Defence, the Jaff-
na District is under the control
of Brigadier Tissa Weeratunga and
Police Chief, Mr. Rudra Rajasin-
gham,

The civil administration is in
charge of Mt. Devanesan Nesiah

they .shald see. .

IN MEMORIAM

IN TREASURED AND
EVERLOVING MEMORY OF

R. K-_' Thiagaraiah

_ Borm—04-10-1919
Entered Glery — 24-04-1983

" Blessed is everyone who fears
the Lerd, who walks in his
ways.” h

Fondly remembered by his loving
wife Chellam, children, grand son
Seyan and loved ones.

363, Clock Tower Road,
Jaffna.

IN MEMORIAM

IN EVER LovING MEMORY

OF *
Samuel Seevaratnam Muttiah
Born: 14-01-1900

Called Home: 29-04-1983

"' Well dome, good amd faithful
Servant,...... enter inio the joy
of your Master” (Matt 28:21)

* Affectionately remembered by
his children, grand children,
and loved ones.

Pavals Vasa,
Nunavil West. 5 -

the G. A. (whose transfer due on -
1-4.84 has been put off by the
President). The GA, has, we
learn, instructed that the public
could get in touch with him or
any head of Department for any
difficulties they encounter in the
present situation, i
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EDITORIAL

The. Crucified Christ

The grimmest aspect of life in Sri Lanka in recdq?ft ?::t:i.
following the July ethnic eruption of 1983 is the_ tl el\;r A
periences of ¢death’ which have been written into 0
life.

Thousands of refugees are StIH. v
uncertainty. Thirtythousand Tamil
Indian Minister of State for External £
fled to India after the island’s c;thmc violen
he states at least 400 people died.

« The presence of such a large
places us in 2 difficult situation”

At home, masses of depressed civil pop_ulation, caught up
in some one else’s power struggles are at times reduced to a
feeling of despair if any tomorrow would come. Even a markgt
place may suddenly turn into an inferno. [ The nu,x’nb.er pf deaths
and the numbers missing in the B!ack Week ” incidents in
Jaffna this month, are yet to be compiled for record.]

Hundreds of unemployed some of them so poor that their

adrift’ in an open sea of
refugees according to the
| Affairs, A. A Rahim, had
¢ last July in which

number of displaced persons
he has said. [CDN 5-4-84]

body is the only saleable product in the “leisure time business ‘

trade” and scores of underpaid men and women in never end-
ing cycles of deprivation complete the category (_)f what a mo-
dern writer calls the * human rubbish heaps” in our contem-
porary society in Asia today.

Even among the affluent segment of the commgnity, life
has been so reduced to consumerism and passive viewing of
+ endless trivialisations” on Television that they (the ri(_:h) have
often wondered, perhaps, if their purposeless survival is not a
kind of “stretched death”. \

It is in this backdrop that we observe Holy Week this year

in Sri Lanka.

“ Calvary” says John Poulton Research Secretary of the
World Association of Christian Communications *is only the
_first of the summits at which people crucify God”.

When we inflict indignities on others, and dehumanise any
of God’s children, we are driving the *‘nails” once again.

The Christian message provides no detailed blue-print as to
how our present political conflict could be ended. But it says
something very fundamental. The concern of the Kingdom is
not with individual rescue but with challenging the dehumanis-
ing structures which create war and destroy life. The method
of challenge is not violence but stedfast devotion to Truth and

Ahimsa.

The old prayer in Venite Adoramus of the WSCF needs
particular emphasis in our time:— :

““Lord make us messengers of strife in a world of false peace
and messengers of peace in @ world of strife.”
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The Church that is Silent
when People Suffer

The following is an excerpt
from a document published by the
Justice and Peace Committee of
Gautemala. The committee is an
ecumenical organisation which
works with '* Cburch of the poor”
Gautemala.

Though originally reflecting the
Gautemalan experience, the insights
and challenges of the documant are
part of the common pool of the
world Churche’s experiences in our
day. We could profit from appro-
printing it for ourselves as we too
seek to respond, in a special way
during this season of Lent, to the
challenges of our several situations
in Asia.

» i *®

We see groups of Christians
who keep quite in the face of the
tragedy of our people- To raise a
voice about the people’s problems
and the precaution of the poor and
innocent is dangerous, and conse-
quently we are tempted to take re-
fuge in silence. There is the temp-
tation to behave like those who,
faced with the suffering of many
people, “‘haveeyes to see, but see
not,”” ( Ezek, 12:2 ), and who act
like the priest and the Levite in
the parable of the Good Samaritan
(Lk. 10: 30-32).

In thelight of the Gospel we
have to ask to what degree the
church is closed in upon itself, con.
cerned only about its churches,
institutions and programmes of
prayer-and worship, when they
contain no reference to the real
needs of the great majority of the
people. If we as the church, do not
know about and make our own the
problems, the grief and the hopes
of theimillions of peasents and hum-
ble workers of Guatemala, our
abanonment of the people will be
an abandenment of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Minister of National
Security on “The Sri Lanka
Surveillance zone” .

Mr. Athulathmudali has an-
nounced that a ' Sri Lapka suveil-
lance zone” covering the Palk
Strait and Palk Bay areas bet-
ween Sri Lanka and India had
been set up and is now beirg
patrolled by a flotila of naval
craft with air cover.

He said that the objective of
this suorveillance zone with a
variable distance from the shore,
and within Sri Lanka’s internal
and historical waters, was to en-
sure that there was no illegal
traffic in narcotics or persons out-
side the demarcated area.

The minister explained that
the Fisheries Ministry had told
them tha@ the fish, including the
valuable Palk Bay prawn fishery,
was with'n the permitted area,
All legitimate activity and fish-
erise will be freely allowed inside
the demarcation but people going
oatside it will “do their
peril "

50 at

"If you are within sight of
land, you will be within the per-
mitted area and there will be no
problem. If you stray

: beyond,
and sometimes that ig

possible

At Rest
Mra. Padmini Black

We regret to record the' death
which occurred on 5-4-84 ' of
Padmini Black wife of - the late
Mr. Edwin Black, Engineer of
Chankanai.

The Funeral Service was
held on Saturday 7-4.84 at her
residence at Black Lane. Chan-
kanai.

Ths Rt. Rev. S. Kulandran
led the Service, assisted by Rev.
A. V.Jesuthason, Rev. A.Jayakumar
and Rev. S. Manopavan who prea-
ched the Sermon. Mr. S. J. Ma-
nickam, a former Worker at Chan*
kanai paid the tribate,

The Rt. Rev, S. Kulandran
performed the committal rites at
the Church burial ground at
Chankanai.

The deceased leaves
a son, Mr. Jeyarajah.
of wide

behind
A person
and dynamism
she had we learn, obtained
even an Air-pilot license dur-
ing her stay in India with her
husband.

interests

due to the weather, you must

report to the naarest patrol craft
aud explain yourself ”. he said,

We also need te point out ano-
ther way of keeping silent. It is
when the church speaks a language
so universal and Se far abave the
real problems our people are expe:
riencing® today that it never comes
down to earth for a minute because
it doesen’t realiy want to take the
side of the poor. A declaration of
principles and general doctrines of
hardly even an answer to the speci-
fic and urgent questions of humble
Christians. That general and abs-
tract ministry is another way of
keeping silent,

It leaves without any word of
guidance the oppressed, believing
majority of the Gautemalan people,
who experience in the most direct
and acutd manner the reality of
exploitation, death threats, and the
struggle for their daily bread.

More serious than the sin of
silence is the sin that another part
of the church commits when it
lands itself in any way to blessing

exploitation, oppressing or discri-
mination.

(to be continued)

Public Library at Delft

The Secretary of the Father
Thaninayagam Commemoration
Committee, Mr. N. Lakshmanpa-
rajah has requested the G. A., of
jaffna, Mr. Devanesan Nesiah and
the AGA of Delft, Mr. A. Maha-
lingam to name the new Public
Library at Delft (in process of
construction ), after Father Xavier
S. Thaninayagam, D. D. (Rome),
M. A, M. Litt. (Annamalai) and
Ph. D. { Lond.), a Founder Mem-
ber of the International Associa-

tion of Tamil Research who hailed -

from Delft.

Father Thaninayagam who
passed away on 1-9-1980, deliver-
ed the Chelvanayakam Memorial
Lectures in Jaffna, four months
before he died.

“No blockade in the North”
says Lalith

Ministr of National Security
Lalith Atulathmudali met the In-
dian Defence Minister R. Ven-
katraman in New Delhi on 13-4-84
for detailed discussions on the
ethnic problem in Sri Lanka.

Foreign press reports quote
an Indian official as saying that
the three-hour talks were also at-
tended by the Indian Foreign
Secretary K. Rasdutra, the Spe-
cial Adviser to the Indian Prime
Minister Mr. G. Parthasarathi and
the Indian High Commissioner in
Sri Lanka, J. S. Chaatwal.

Mr. Athulathmudali who was
in New Delhi on a four day visit
also called on the Indian Prime
Minister Indra Gandhi.

Mr. Athulathmudali is report-
ted to bhave assured Indian offi,
cials that Sri Lanka has not set
up a naval blockade but only a
sureveillance zome to prevent the
movement of terrorists and arms
to Sri Lanka from South India.

The reported existence of

. guerilla training camps for terro-

rist separatists in Tamil Nadu

also figured at the talks, accord-
ing to. Indian official sources.

Memorial Concert

There was a memorial con:
cert on 17-3-84 for the late James
Meary Tambimuttu, the celebrated
Sri Lankan poet amd Editor who
died last year, at the Bharata
Vidya Bhavan (Indian Cultural
Centre) Lendon.

He became an international
celebrity in his life-time and came
te be mentioned in the Cambridge
History of English Literature
among the main-stream of Eng-
lish poets.

The items at the memorial
concert included " Elegy to Tam-
bimuttu ’, by Francis Scarfe, Ro-
han de Saram on the cello, Kand-
yan drums and dancing by Vipuli
and her troupe, Bharata Natyam
by Shobana Jeyasingh, song com-
posed by poet Tambimuttu, and
one song composed by his brother
Paulinus and supng by Paulinus,
Chrysanthus and Tamara-Tambi-
muttu,
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