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A most solemn and impressive
Service took place on Saturday
the 12th May at the Cathedral
Church, Vaddukoddai when three
deacons of the Jaffna Diocese of
of the C.S.I. were ordained as

Presbyters by the Rt. Rev. D, ]J.
Ambalavanar, Bishop of the Diocese,
deacons
V. Jesuthason,

were the
Worker

three
A.

The
Rev.

Rev. A. V. Jesuthason

in charge of the Chankanai Church,
the Rev. J. C. Mather, Worker in
charge of the Nunavil Church and
the Rev. D, S. Thiagarajah, Worker
in charge of the Delft Church.

Rev. J. C. Mather

The Service began at 7-30 a. m,
with the impressive procession of
Clergy moving into the Church,
The preacher at the Service was
the Rev. H. R. S. Jeyachandran

Chairman of = the North and
East Synod of the Methodist
Church, He preached a very ap-

propriate sermon on the theme of
Christian discipleship and servant-

Obedience to the Master’'s calling
and following him through the
various stages of discipleship is
the Calling given to every minister,

The Tamil choral litany was
followed at the Service. The litany
was read by the Rev.S. Manopa-
van.

The Bible lessons were read by
Mrs. S. Kirupairajah of Chankanai,

.5 _ Rev. D. S. Thiagarajah
Mr. L. P. Kanagaratnam, a theo-

logical student of the Diocese and
Dr. K. E. Chandrapal of Atchuvely:

At the'end of the Service the
families of the newly ordained
Presbyters gave a  Fellowship
breakfast to all{ the worshippers.

Rev. A. V. Jesuthason is the
son of Mr. & Mrs. K. Arumu‘gam\
of Uduthurai. He had is theo-
logical training partly at Pilima-
talawa Theological Seminary and
later at the Tamilpadu Theological
Seminary, Madurai from where he
obtained the B. Th. He joined
the service of the Diocese 'in 1977
and was ordained Deacon in 1980.
The Rev. J. C. Mather is the son
of the late Mr. Wilmot K. Mather &
Mrs. Mahes Mather of Manipay-
He obtained his B. Th. from the
Pilimatalawa Theological Seminary
and joined the ministry of the
Diocese in 1979. The Rev. D, S.
Thiagarajah is the son of the late
Mr. R. K. Thiagarajah & Mrs.
Thiagarajah of Jaffaa, He com-
pleted his B. D. degree the Tamil-
nadu Theological Seminary, Madurai
and joined the service of the
Diocese in 1981.

Credit Squeeze to meet
Inflation

The Central Bank has an-

nounced a scheme of ‘credit
squeeze’ from  Wednesday
(16-5-84) a bank stratagy to

mop up inflation. Commercial
Banks’ advances, covering loans,
overdrafts etc, should not ex-
ceed 5 per cent of the total
outstandings on May 11, 1984.
Exports and agriculture were,
however exempted from the
credit ceiling.

The object of this exercise
is to bring inflation currently
running at 20 per cent down
to 9 percent by the end of
the year.

Grants for July ’83 Victims

The government of Sri Lan-
ka has decided to use the In-
dian government’s aid of Rs. 9
million and NORAD's Rs 66
million (for 1984 — 85, to offer
capital financing aid and com-
pensation to victims of the
July ’83 riots. The families of
300 persons who are believed
to have been killed in the riots
and some of 700 who are miss-
ing or incapacitated are to be
given substantial aid.

The money will be disburs.
ed through the State banks.

People who wish to re-
Jocate their houses will get
Rs: 100,000 at 5 per cent inte-
rest recoverable in 10 years,

Mr. C. R, Ratnasingam

We are sorry to record the
death which occurred on Thurs-
d_ay (10-5-84 ) at Green Memo-
rial Hospital, Manipay of My,
C. R. Ratnasingam former Su-
pervisor of the Lower Schaool,
Jaffna College.

Mr. Ratnasingam had served
the Mission as Teacher for
well «.er three decades, He
had taaght at Tellippalai, Ma-
nipay and Udupiddy before he
joined the staff of Jaffna Col-
lege in 1944. He ended up as
a Jubilarian on the Staff and
earned the gold medal awarded
by the Jaffna College Alumni
Association to Jubilarians.

A Special Assembly was
held at Otley Hall on 11-5-84
at 11.15 a. m after which the

school was closed for the day
in his honour.

The Funeral Service took
place on 11-5.84¢ at 4 p. m. at
his residence at Uduvil. Rev.
S. N. Sugunananthan officiated
assisted by Rev. S. Manopavan,
a student of Mr. Ratnasingam
and Rev. D. R Ambalavanar
who preached the Sermon. Mr.
A. R. Kadirgamar paying the
tribute said that Mr. Ratnasin-
gam belonged to a family which
had served the Mission duti-
fully for many years. His fa-
‘ther Mr. J. V. Chellappah was
Head master, Treasurer of the
JCSIUC and General Manager
of Primary Schools at varying
periods in his long career in
the Mission field

Mr. Ratnasingam belonged
to a group of English Trained
Teachers who were the back-
bone of Jaffna College — Messrs
J N Appadurai, C.C.Kanapa-
thippillai, A. T. Vethaparanam,
P. W. Ariaratnam, A. M. Bro-
die, C R Wordsworth, C.S.
Ponnuthurai, Jeevar Niles, Mrs.
David and others, all of whom
gave of their best to the stu-
dents who were put in their
charge. Mr. Kadirgamar ex-
pressed his joy that three
daughters of Mr. Ratnasingam
were keeping alive the rich
traditions set by their father,
as teachers in their respective
schools.

The deceased leaves behind
besides his wife, Ranee (nee
Niles), three daughters, Sugan-
thi Virasinghe (Jaffna College )s
Rajini (Staff, Manipay Hindu
College ), Swendrini ¢ Staff, Vi-
pulanandha Vidyalaya, Kalmu-
nai) and a son, Laksman

Small scale businessmen as
tailors, eating house proprietors
are to get Rs. 10,000 at 7 per
cenf interest for five years.
Those who wish to replace da-
maged moveable property will
be given Rs. 25,000 per family
for 8 years at 7.2 per cent,

REPIA beneficiaries will not
be entitled to this facility,

tion ).

. The Service ended with the
Bishop of the Diocese, the Rt
Rev. D j. Ambalavanar, offer-
ing the concluding prayer and
pronouncing the Benediction.

The committal rites at the
Uduvil Church burial grounds
were performed by Rev. S. N.
Sugunananthan.

IN MEMORIAM

R — e —

IN EVER LOVING MEMORY
OF

Emily Chellammah Rasiah
Called to rest on 21-5-1979,

" We shall meet on that
Beautiful shore.”

Affectionately and Lovinéii ;
remembered by your loved ones.

Tellippalai.

Examinntion Sufces g
T e TR W e

' Chrishantha Binojan  has
been successful at the M.B-E-S:-
Examination of *the Vellore
Medical College. ;

He is an OIld Boy of St.
Thomas’ College, Mt. Lavinia
and son of Dr. Philip Visuva-
lingam and Mrs. Vathana Visu- <
valingam and grandson of the
late Rev. K. E. Thambirajah (a
former Presbyter of the (S.I.
U.C.) and Mrs. Thambirajah
of Atchuvely.

The Surveillance Zone
— Minister Claﬁﬂu

“The surveillance zone NOW in
operation in the North will be
extended to cover the eastern
coast as well, ” said the Minis-
ter for National Security Mr.
Lalith Athulathmudali

Mr. Athulathmudali told the
“Sunday Observer,” that he
will get the most sophisticated
radar equipment and more veés-
sels to strengthen the existing
fleet, The distance between
stationary ships stationed in the
water for security precautions
will be lessened for stricter vigil.

“We will also purchase more '
weapons ” said ' the Minister
who is determined to carry oeut
a stringent security plan in the
newly declared zone. “We have
made several arrests and they
have been taken in for question-
ing " added the Minister.

Patrol Boats comb the 12
miles between Point Pedro and:
Chundikulam the Surveillance.
zone which has been declared
'‘no entry ” area without the
written consent of the Navy
Commander.

[ Sunday Observer G§-24. ]
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EDITORIAL

The Hostage Crisis and After

eld its breath twice Now, during a short
spanTg? tv:r(:rlrio?n::s.h The first was fyona‘_luly 24 to July 29
last year when the City and suburbs 1n (/olomb_o‘ ‘w(;rg: tt{rned
into 'a blood-drenched plain’, in the worst ethnic holocaust re-
corded in our annals. Minister _Thondajnan commenting on
those torrid days referred to the period as A Week of Blemish™.

The second occasion was from May.lo tp May 15 tl)1§ year
when a young American couple working 1n a‘Watcr.‘aer'vnce
Project in Jaffna -was suddenly taken hostage by terronsts‘ for
a ransom of Rs- 50 million in gold and release of twenty ®ter-
rorists’ currently in detention. The ransom was to be honoured
within 72 hours not in Sri Lanka but in Tamil Nad.

Fervid good, however, triumphed in the end and Stanley
and Mary, the kidnapped couple were released on.the mght.of
Tuesday (15-5-84) at Bishop's House Jaff'na, defusing a tension
which has been mounting ominously during the last two days
of the kidnap as the couple could not be Jocated, despite the
announcement made by the kidnappers that they have been
released- p

So ended a grim episode in our history which we hope will
be the first and the last in the history of Sri Laqka. though
unlike the “Week of Blemish”, the week in May this year had,
perhaps, its nice little truces

The national dailies have understandably reacted sharply to
the incident. Some have impressed on the government thg need
of increased vigilance in the struggle against terrorism in the
North. No pains should be spared, according to them. to.make
the anti-terrorist machinery mounted in the "North, effectlve‘ to
the hilt. !

Others have made pointed reference to the terrorist crime
of May 1984 as, more diabolical in character than the crime per-
petrated by the mob in July 1933. The kidnap according to these
sources, was more °‘calculated .

The government by contrast has been calm and poised
even under a heavy stress. Both the Minister of National Se-
curity during the tense period of the kidnap and the Prime
Minister during the euphoria of the release have, we note, re-
iterated their faith,-in ‘dialogue’ even with the *terrorists” them-
selves. , To them perhaps those words in Panchatantra had a
poignant resonance in the immediate context:- ‘ When all is
well, who cannot be wise’. The problem, they know, has a larger
aspect than fighting a battle with bullets: a larger dimension
than flushing a group of militants with iwpunity.

We do not in any way condone any form of ‘terrorism’,
be it calculated or uncalculated, be it frontal or ¢ back-lash”,
be it benign or malignant, particularly when the victims are
«innocent bystanders” whose only fault is. as the man in the
street will say, their °fate’.

But surviving a crisis alone does not develop in us a re-
markable regimen unless we respond positively to the crisis.

It was G. K. Chesterton, the English writer who once said
that the greatest _event of the nineteenth century in England
was “ the revolution that did not happen”. But a worse thing

did happen. Its shadow frequently lay over the country and
the fear of it shaped events.

H'ere ip “Sri Lapka, dispelling the <‘shadow’ removing the
¢ fear ul‘tl'mately lie in our hands. Unless we raise such a
stage politically to solve our problems, we will continue to be

in the gr'ip of a mutual fear which is making our days slip by
unrewardingly.

Church of Sri Lanka

of Colombo for creating this
new much needed Archdeacon-

ry in *“a neglected part of the
diocese”.

New Archdeaconry at
Nuwara Eliya

The Rev. D. R. Canagasa-
bey, on behalf of the Church
welcomed the new Archdea-

A Service of Thuanksgiving
to mark the inauguration of a
new Archdeaconry for the hill

country — was held recently at €00

the Holy Trinity Church, Nu- The Bishop said that he
wara-Eliya he Bishop of was pleased to see so much
Colombo, the Rt. Rev. Surthin

devoted enthusiasm on the cre-

ation of the new Archdeaconry
and the

Fernando officiated.

The Ven, Godwin Weera- :ap;)();ntma‘nt O.f the
suriya was inducted as the :e\jv ",\”:h'i‘fm"”.”’ Speaking on
firsi Archdeacon for the hill t]((i 51“]‘“””1 e U(\)Umry
LA oday of which the Church

: i should be concerned, the Bishop

At a Public Meeting held said he was hopeful of a fruit-
Jater 1o felicitate the new ful result in the deliberations
Archdeacon, Mr D. D. Anke- of religious heads in finding a

tell, Chairman of the Board of

' just and lasting; solution to the
Wardens thanked the Bishop

ethnic prollem in the country.

“down

ING STAR

At Rest

Dr. Rajan Selliah

As announced briefly in
our columns last week, the
death occurred in England on
4.5.84 of Dr. Rajan Selliah, Son
of the late Mr. K. A. Selliah,
former Principal of Jaffna Col-
lege and of Mrs: Selliah  of
Vaddukoddai.

He was a student at Jaff-
na College right through and
obtained his London Matric.
He completed his MBBS course
in 1951. He later served in
government, married Miss Selvi
Selvanayagam in Batticaloa and
proceeded to London and ob-
tained his MRCP. After that
he set up a very successful
private practise in Batticaloa.
Besides being a very successful
doctor, he was a great social
worker and churchman. He
took an active part in the
YMCAs of Batticaloa and was
Vice-President of the Methodist
Church of Sri Lanka. He was
also a member of the Jaffna
College Board of Directors
During his school days he was
an all-round sportsman, parti-
cularly in Basketball and Ten-
nis.

He left for England only
in January this year. He leaves
behind besiees his wife, three
daughters.

Service of Remembrance

A Service was held at the
residence of Dr. Rajan Selliah
at Batticaloa on 105-84 to
synchronise with the Funeral
in London.. A large number of
relatives and friends gathered
at his home in Batticaloa.

Among those who paid, tri-
bute were Mr. K. Balakidnar,
High Court Judge, Dr V. Pan-
chadcharam of the Lions Club
and Rotarian, A. K. Pathmana-
than (President, Rotary Club,
Batticaloa-

All the speakers empha-
sised Dr. Rajan Selliah’s role
in the emancipation of the
trodden at Batticaloa
irrespective of caste, creed or
religion.

The Batticaloa Central Dis-
pensary and Nursing Home was
the Centre through which he
touched the life of ' the people
of Batticaloa at many ‘bleeding
points’ in ‘'their life, besides
people’s physical complaints

Confirmation

On Palm Sunday 15-4-1984,
41 persons were confirmed by
Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar,
Bishop at the confirmation ce-
remony at Kilinochchi Church

This is the first Confirma-
tion ceremony conducted at
the New Church; The Church
of Christ the King. Kilinoch-
chi. However there were two
previous Confirmation Services
conducted at two members’
homes, respectively. Of the

Vol. 144 No. 20

For the Record

Kidnappers Release
American Couple

Stanly Allen and Mary Allen,
an American couple of colum-
bus Ohio, US (married only
two months ago) were Kkid-
napped by ‘terrorists’ from
their residence in Jaffna at about
8.30 p. m on Thursday 10-5-84-
The kidnappers demanded a
ransom of Rs. 50 million in
gold (£ 2 million sterling) and
the release of 20 ‘terrorists’
held in detention by the Sri
J.anka government,

The ransom was to be left,
and the release of ¢ terrorists’
made, with the Tamil Nadu
government the dead-line given
was 72 hours which was later
extended by six hours

The Eelam Peoples Revo-
lutionary Liberation Front ( EP .
RLF ) had twice handed ulti-
matives to the government
authorities in Jaffna. If the
demands are met, the couple
were to be released within 24
‘hours in a country outside Sri
Lanka.

On 14-5-84, however an offi-
cial of the EPRLF had told
Renters in Madras that the
couple will be released ,respond-
ing to Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi’s appeal.

The couple were finally
released unharmed on the night
of 155-84 at Bishops House,
Jaffna where the Police who
were: informed took charge of
them.

On 16-5-84, they were flown
from Palaly Airport to Ratma-
lana in an SLAF Heron Riley.
They were received at the
Ratmalana Airport by the State
Ministry Secretary, Mr. Liya-
nage, by many friends, *“a
brace of pressmea” and a
heavy downpour of rain.

Stanley, who was an engi-
neer, had come to Jaffna with
his wife, only last year to help
in a Water Supply Project in
Jaffna.

[ Facts have been taken from the
National Dailies.] — Ed.

Japan’s gift to
Peradeniya University

The Ambassador - for Japan
in Sri Lanka has presented to
the Engineering Faculty of the
Peradeniya University a set of

novel / electrical equipment
through Fujikure Company,
Japan, **to further knowledge

through light rays ”.

The Peradeniya  University
according to Prof. A. Thuraira-
jah, Dean of the Engineering
Faculty, has some 1000 students
now in the Faculty alone. In
1950, there were only 25 engi-
neering students.

persons confirmed, nine = are
from Navajeevanam while six

are  from  Murikandy CSI
Chiurch.
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