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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

The Assurance of Pentecost
by
Christo T. Roberts

In the Christian Calender
there are three great festivals;
three occasions when we are
invited to celebrate the great
events of our Salvation. They
are Christmas, Easter and Pen-
tecost- At Christmas we cele-
brate the birth of our Saviour.
at Easter we celebrate Christs
victory over death culminating
in his resurrection at Pentecost
we commemorate the advent of
the Holy Spirit and the birth of
the Church. We know well
that the first two festivals are
celebrated in the Christian.Com-
munity with joy and enthusiasm
and on these two occasions
even the nominal christians fgel
obligated to go to the church
But the festival of pentecost is
not celebrated with the same
enthusiasm in our Churches.

Concerned Christians, there-
ore must take the festival off
Pentecost seriously and use
this epportunity to review our
understanding of the Holy
Spirit and to acknowledge this
work in our lives. The word
Pentecost derives from the
Greek term Pentecostes which
means ‘the fiftieth day. Earlier
this was referred as the Jewish
feast of weeks, and it was
named because it fell on the
* fiftieth day after the ceremony
of the barley sheaf during the
passover observances. It marked
the beginning of the offering
of first fruits. The New Testa-
ment uses this term to refer
to the established Jewish feast.
But since the gift of the Holy
Spirit to the church occurred
on the day of Peetecost, Chris.
tians reinterpreted the meaning
in terms of this event On
this day, after the resurrec-
tion and ascension of Christ
the disciples gathered in a
house in Jerusalem, and were
visited with signs from heaven.
The Holy Spirit descended up-
on them and new life, power
and blessing were evident.

Is Pentecost a new gift?
Jesus’ promise to send a coun-
selor after him to be with his
disciples appears to imply that
the Holy Spirit is a new gift.
Passages in John 14, 15 and 16
employ the future tense and
therefore = suggest that Jesus
was going to give to the Apo-
stles and through them to His
church something the world
had known already and which
they could not receive until
the movement appointed by
Almighty God so much so, that
the Holy Spirit is here re-
garded as a completely new
gift which came into the world
at Pentecost and is the ex-
clusive possession of the Chris
tian Church.

But any one familiar
both the Old and New Testa-
ments would immediately res
lize that the Spirit of God has

with

Impressions on Church Life in Japan by a Fellow Asian

By

( Continued from our 25-5

Several churches in Japan are
already doing this. A number of
missionaries (doctors, nutritionists,
pastors) from Japan have been sent
to Napel, India, Sarawak, Indonesia
and so on, In fact, a while back a
Japanese pastor helped in a church
industrial mission in Egypt. Seve-
ral times Japan has given her best
sons to work in the ecumenical cir-
cles. Several institutes have con-
dubted study tours to visit various
church ministry projects in South
East Asia. Also, several institutes
have given oppartunities. to. chu:eb»
workers from South and South
East Asia to receive training in
Japan. Each effort like that repre-
sents an important step in bringing
the gap between the Japanese
church and other churches in Asia,
Unfortunately, all those efforts can
be counted on the fingers of one
hand.
that could be done by the Japanese
church for and with the other Asian
churches.

Churches in South and South
East Asia are placing great expect-
ations on the Japanese churches.
But it seems that most of the churh-
es in Japan do not yet feel call to
play a greater role in Asia. The
thing that needs to be considered by
the churches in Japan is, does the
Japanese church feel itself to be

Actually there is great deal’

Rev. Andar Ismail

-84 issme)

merely a younger brother of the
American church, or is it an older
brother to the other Asian churches?
Conclusion

Learning to l\'no‘w the churches
in Japan was fascinating Using the
symbol of a bride—the ]Japanese
church is a lovely bride in an en-
chanting kimono, but who appears
In the midst of the guests very mo-
destly. feeling a bit bashful, doubtful
and not very sure of herself. Using
the symbol of a servent—the Japa-
nese church is a servent who works
deligently and quietly. Usipg the
symbol of the ten virgins waiting
for the bridegroom, the Japanese
church would be included among
the five wise virgins, because it
always thinksahead and is cautions
before taking a step. "Using the
symbol of a prophet, the Japanese
church is Jonah, going to the West
when it should go to the South-
Using the symbol of "a pilgrim the
Japanese church is a pilgrim who is
wealthy both in suffering and in
hope- Using the symbol of a bro-
ther, the Japanese church is a per-
son who is highly estimated by his
brothers, but always enderestimated
by himself.

“And finally, if there is one thing *

the Japanese church needs. it is the
unceasing prayer support from each
of us.

been an active agent from_tpe
time of creation. This spirit is
first of all the creatre power

‘of God. God’s word and His

spirit made all things (Ps. 33:6).
At the creation the spirit of
God moved on the face of the
waters and began' to make
order out ohacs. (Gen. 1:2) By
the same spirit all living things
have their life (Ps 104. 29-30).
By the same spirit man re-
ceives his own distinctive lite
(Gen. 2:7). As we read on
through the Old Testament we
read of the many ways in
which the mighty power of
God was given to help man
in times of need on danger.
The spirit was bestowed upon
men like Gideon  Jephthah,
Samson, and Ezeniel. Similarly
as the prophets looked forward
to the great works of God

(Ctmtmued on page 4)

A Mkyrlifojﬂlil _Tribute
Mr, E. A, Arnold

We have received the fol-
lowing tribute of Mr. E. A,
Arnold of Navaly from a subs-
criber.

Mr. Arasaratnam
who died on 20-5-84 had his
education at Manipay Hindu
and Central Colleges. He moved
to Colombo and joined first the
firm of I'homson ledley as an
Assistant Broker in the textxle
rade  Later he joined F
P'ereiras as Chiet Broker

He loved oriental music,
horse racing and was an active
meruber of the [urf Club. He
loved entertaining his friends

Arnold

Church of Sri Lanke

Ordinations

Four Ordinations are sche-
duled to take place this month
in the Colombo Dincese of the
Church of Sri Lanka in three
different Churches.

Two of’ the Ordinations
have already taken place at
Holy Trinity Church, Nuwara
Eliya. Deacon D. R. Canaga-
sabey has been ordained Priest
on Sunday (3-6-84) and Mr.
D.' S- Crispus has been ordain-
ed Deacon in the same church
at the same service. Rev. John
Daniel preached the sermon.

Deacon Nirmal Mendis will
be ordained priest on 13-6-84
at All Saints Church Galle:
Rev.E. T. B Mendis will preach
the sermon.

Deacon Norman Jeyachan-
dran will be ordained Priest at
St. John the Baptist Church at
Chundiculi on Saturday 16-6-84
Rev. (Dr.) Donald Kanagarat-
nam will preach the Sermon

and relations
Colombo-

He was the son of the late
Mr. and Mrs. Sathasivampillaj
Arnold of Navaly. He married
Emily Pavalam, the daughter of
the late Dr G. W Subrama-
niam and Mrs. Subramaniam
also of Navaly. His only bro-
ther, the Rev.]J. V.]J Arnold
predeceased him in the prime
of life. So did his son Dhar-
marajah, DRO and his daugh-
ter lrene. His wife Pavalam
predeceased him five years ago-

in his home in

Subscription
Inland : Rs. 50/- per year.

FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
Apply to:

The Manager,
‘ Morning Star’, Vaddukoddai.

ADVERTISEMENT

There are vacancies
Unified Medical Service
Trainees in Dispensary.  Appli-
cants should have passed the
G.C.E.(O.L.) with credits in
three Science subjects and be
below 25 years of age. Prefer-

ence for G.C.E.(A.L.) candi-
dates.

the
for

in

Apply to the Actg. Medical
Superintendent, Green Memorial
Hospital, Manipay on or before
22-6 84.

Post of ;
Montessori Trained Teacher
for the J.D.C.S.I.
Chavakachcheri Church
Nursary School

Applications are invited for
the above post from Montessori
Trained Teachers:

Qualifications :
1. Montessori Training.

2. G. C. E. (O/L) six subjects

including Tamil language and
’ _ Maths.

3. Credit Pass in English Jan

guage in G. C.E. (O/L).

Preference will be given to
Christians and those who know
musie, singing and dancing.

Salary negotiable.

Please apply to Rev. S. C.
Arnold, Parsonage, Chavakachche-
ri, by registered post on or before
14th July 1984.

Wanted Teachers

Wanted Montessori or simi-
lar qualified teachers in Day
Care Centers in the Kilinochchi
Vavuniya Areas. Salary will be
according to qualifications,

Please apply with proofs of
qualifications etc, to:

Rev. A. Jayakumaran,
Secretary, Childrens Home Board
Dioceson Office,

Vaddukoddai.
before the 16th June 1984,

JAFFNA, COLLEGE,
VADDUKODDAI

ENGLISH MEDIUM CLASSES

Students desiring to prepare
for the Advanced Level examina-
tions of the University of Londen
and the A.E.B. (Associated Exa~
mining Board, Hampshire, UK ),
and the Ordinary Level examina-
tion of A.E.B. may enroll im-
mediately. Classes bave
Reservations may be made fr
students who want to be admitied
after the local Advance Level exa-
mination. '

Lega

~ A. Kadirgamar,
Juffaa College, Princip«l

Vaddukoddais
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SAM JEGASOTHY
We shall miss him
A tribute

by

The Revd. Celestine Fernando

It was my great privilege
and joy to have known Sam
Jegasothy from the time we
were together at the Univer-
sity College—and specially when
he used to come to Brpdxe
House where his good friend

" Kenneth de Lanerolle and I
were hostellers together and
when Professor J- L. C. Rodrigo
was our Warden. From those
early days in 1933 we were
close friends — serving together
in the S. C- M. the Curia - His-
torica, the N- C. C. and in other
areas of common concern. I
had met him and had fellow-
ship with him, with Miriam,
his wife, and Saroja, their
daughter in many places as in
Singapore, where also he served
with distinction in the Univer-

_sity.

Born on the 2lst July’
1913, the' son. of Mr. & Mrs:
W. T. Jegasothy of Araly, Jaff-

" pa, Sam was educated at Ro-
~yal College, Colombo after
which he graduated (B.A.
London) at the University Col-
lege, Colombo in (1934. He
then studied for ordination to
the Christian Ministry at the
United Theological College,
Bangalore in 1936 and had a
distinguished career there, qua-
lifying for his B. D. degree in
1939. He was ordained in Sri
Lanka ‘as a Minister of. the
Methodist Church and served
as Vice-Principal of Central
College, Jaffna. He then IJeft
the Ministry to join the De-
partment of Prisons as a Supe-
rintendent of Prisons in 1946
when he also spent some time
at the London Schools of Eco-
nomics where he followed a
Course in Social Studies. On
his return to Sri Lanka he
helped to start the Department
of Probation and Child Care
and served as Assistant Com-
missioner of the Department.
Subsequently, he worked at the.
U. N. ECAFE Centre in Bang-
kok and next joined the Uni-
versity of Singapore as a Se-
nior Lecturer in the Depart-
ment of Social Work and So-
cial Administration.

On his retirement, he was
called to be General Secretary
of the National Christian Coun-
cil of Sri Lanka for a period
of 7 years when he, helped
muck in promoting a healthy
spirit of Ecumenism both on

the Sri Lanka and in a much
wider area of influence through
the Christian Conference of
Asia and the World Council of
Churches in which he was
Chairman of various depart=-
mental bodies« He served also
as a Consultant to the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka on the Re-
habilitation of Prisoners and

in the organisation of Rehabi- -

litation Camp after the 1971
Insurrection —a most valuable
service to the country.

All this time he was an
active member of the Metho-
dist Church, as a lay preacher
and as a member of the Me-
thodist Conference, besides also
being a much sought after
lecturer and adviser to many
other national organisations and

groups.

Sam’s forte was his great
capacity for friendship with
persons of all religions com-
munities and political groups
irrespective of nationality or
other distinction. He was an
able scholarly and a zealous
administrator and the N. C. C.
was quite a dynamic body un-
der him. He mnever allowed
any policy decision to be taken
without scholarly and some-
times (to some) disconcerting
enquiry into the many impli-
cations of what was under
discussion which too many who
having - *"zeal without know-
ledge” tended to overlook be-
cause of the many pressures
of the moment. :

His integrity of spirit which
made him bold to speak and
act according to his deepest
convictions was outstanding
and enviable. And he spoke
with care, concern and charity
never losing the cutting edge
of his criticism as he often
salted it with- much wit and
humour. He was a rich bless.
ing to his family and his many
friends 4s a devoied husband
and father and a very loyal
friend. He will be greatly miss-
ed by his wite and his child-
ren, by all his family and his
many friends across the world,
Quiet but genuine and effec-
tive Christians like Sam are
not easy to find — despite all
the ecumenical activities of our
day. We thank God for all
He did ior us through Sam
and pray for God's blessings
of Peace to his spirit always.

The Assurance of Pentecost
( Continued from page 1)

which were to come they saw
the visians of the spirit work-
ing. [Ezeh, 37:1-14; Joel. 2:28;
Js. 11:2, 42:1]

In all the Old Testament
teaching on the spirit we see
clearly that the spirit is **God
in action” —the active power
of God which enabled indivi-
duals to fuifil the will of God.

For the spirit signified the
presence and power of God
that is, to have the spirit

means to have God’s very pre-
sence (Ps. 51:11).

When we turn to the New -

Testament we again find ample
evidence of the work of the
spirit prior to Pentecost. The
spirit is here more clgsely as-

sociated with the person and
work of Christ We see the
power ol the spicit at the time
of Jesus conception His Bapt-
ism, and during his active
ministry ot prescning and heal.
ing (LK. 4:¢ (4. jesus him-
self bedrs wilness that his mi-

racle«g, like casiing out devils

. and published by My

THE MORNING STAR " .

are cone by the spirit of God
(Matt. 12: 28) Further, the
New Testament writers testity
that the greatest miracle of all
that of Jesus’ resurrection from
the dead, was the work of the
spirit. (Rom. 8:11, I Pet, 3:18):

If the Spirit has been _an
active power since the time
of creation down to the resur-
rection of Jesus, in what sense
the Holy Spirit can be rega\_rd;
ed as a completely new gift?
In what sense did Jesus pro-
mise the Counselor or Helper,
the Holy Spirit, as something
new? We may be in a better
position to answer this ques-
tion if* we pay some attention
to Jesus’ teaching on the spirit.

When Jesus spoke ot the
coming of the Counsellor or
Paraclite in Joh 14, 15 and 16
the word Parakletos has th%s
meaning: he is one who 1s
« called to our side” in time
of trouble, to speak and act
on our behalf like an advocate
on helper. The Helper is the
Spirit of truth and whose work
it is to lead the believer to
the truths. (Jn. 14:17). The
work of the Helper, the Spirit,
is to make clear to believers
all that Jusus has taught,and
done. He shall bear witness
to me (Jn 15:26). He will
teach you everything and make
you remember all that I have
told you” Jn. 14:26; 16:14).
The work of the spirit is to
bring us Christmas into vital
touch with Jesus. So that
although He 1s no longer phy-
sically present with us we may

yet know him and share in -

the benefits which He has
brought by His life, death, and
resurrection, through the Spi-
rit Jesus himself comes o us,
as He said *1 will not leave
you as orphans® (Jn. 14:18)
and that assurance that pro-
mise was tulfilled at Pentecost.

The main work of the Spi-
rit whom Jesus sends from thne
Father is to lead pegple into
truth — that 1s, God himselt —
and the Holy opirit will be
the way in which jesus comes
Into our lves. It  1s the Spi-
rit who applies to us all that
Jesus i1s, and all ‘that He had
done tor us. Therefore the
paraclete — >pirit, not
sunply represent a shadowy
presence of God but He is the
living power of Christ himself.
ltvls the Holy Spirit who keeps
Him alive 1n our heart, through
whom we know that Christ as
our living Saviour, So when
Jesus promised to His disciples
the Holy Spirit as a new gift
as something they had not’
known before and could only
experience  through having
known him, 1t was not the
tact that the Holy Spirit was
new  because He had be
the word from the Creation
It was their quality of Lhcli
experience of Him that would
t?e, altogether different. Lhe
Spirit 1S not only given to th(
discipies  as the gift of [ht
crucidied and risen Lorq but it\
now represent che very liViﬂL

does
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The Guitar

The Guitar is one of the
It iy

the national instrument of an.

Its exact history is nebulous.
In the early 1700 s. Stradivari
from Italy made guitars as wel]
as his violins.

Jut it was really two men
who made guitar industry what
it is today Andres Segovia, a Spa-
piard and Elvis Presley. Elvis
Presley made the guitar a must
in young people’s lives.
said about the guitar
that ¢ the easiest of all
instruments to play badly amd
the most difficult to play well.,

It is
is

Some psychologists say that
the guitar is a favourite instru-
ment with shy people because they
can hide behind it.

Whatever that may be,
was Andres Segovia the Spaniard
who has given the best explana-
tion for the guitar’s popularity:—

**The guitar is intensely per-
sonal in an impersonal world.
There is no obstacle between

the instrument and the heart. -

The guitar is a small gentle
voice in a mnoisy world.”
—IC ENRS

presence of Christ himself
Further more, what is new is
that the Spirit is given in
order to empower us to conti=
nue what Jesus began to do—
the things which He had spo-
ken of at the beginning of
His ministry That is,
Spirit of the Lord is on us
and He -has anointed us and
appointed us to preach Good
News to the poor, he has sent
us to proclaim- freedom for the
prisoners and to bring the re-
covery of sight for the blind

U

The

and to free the downtrodden

from their " oppressors and to
say that God is ready to give

blessings to all who come to

Him.

As we all know, today the

forces of death seem over-
whelming and threaten the
very survival of human beings
a_nd of creation itself.
tion is in danger of return-
ing to formless chaos, empti-
ness and darkness through
wars, violence, terroism and

possible militarism and nuclear
annihilation.

It is in such a world that
we Christians are called to

proclaim in  word and deed

that God in Christ has filled

us ;nth strength and courage
In the Spirit. So as

S W
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this Pentecost may we

In the spirit as 1 T
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