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Medseal News
Good Bye Itching!

(A Vaccine for Chicken Poz at last)

Through the centuries, mauy
common childhood infections have
temporarily incapacitated, perma-
nently disabled or killed millions
of children. However, this century
they have been falling one by one
before the miraculous advances of
medicine. Measles, Mumps, Rubella,
Whooping cough, Diptheria, Polio
have fallen victim to marvellous
vaccines. In all developed countries
and increasingly in developing
countries fewer children will have
to suffer illnesses that were once
considered a part of childhood.
Now, finally, the last of the common
infections, chicken pox (or varicella
as it is medically called) will be
joining the list.

Chicken pox is a viral infec-
tion that affeets a high peacentage
of children. While thought not to
be as serious a malady as the others
(except in adults), chicken pox
is a maddeningly itching and con-

tagious disease. Doctors have,
however, been realising  that
there are some hidden threatss

among them, pneumonia, encepha-
litis, bacterial skin infections and
a ‘severe brain disorder known
“as Reye’s syndrome, And, of
course, many adults are reminded
of their childhood brush with
chicken pox when they develope
shingles, which is an excruciatingly
painful condition. This is due to
the varicella virus (a member of
the herpes family) lying dormant
along nerves for decades and then
being reactivated.

To put an ‘end to this misery
comes the Chicken pox vaccine.
Researchers under the direction of
Paediatrician Robert Weibel at the
University or Pennsylvania have
announced recently that early trials
with. a vaccine showed it was safe
and 100% effective in warding off
the disease in children. They hope
to have Food and Drug Adminis-
tration approval for the wvaccine
to be ready for use in 1986,

Since kids may not be too
happy abhut getting yet another
shot, Merck Laboratories (who
are producing the vaccine) hope
to combine the Chicken pox vac-
cine with a triple shot already en
the market that protects against
Measles, Mumps aud rubella.

While it will become comm-
only used in developed countries
it may be quite sometime before
it becomes popular in third world
countries such as ours. This will
be due to the fact that

we are
still struggling to eliminate the
more serious illnesses that have

kept infant mortality in the third
world high, namely Polio, diptheria,
Tetanus and Measles. This effort
will be given top priority. Event-
ually though, the chicken pox vae-
cine will arive, so that kids here
too can gleefully say ‘“Good bye
itching!’..

Condensed from 'Time’ 846,84
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Guidelines on Censorship

The Ministry of State on
14-6-84 issued media - guidelines
on censorship now in forée) under
emergency regulations. =4\

Under these guidelined!
on the following subjects?
cleared by the Competent

® action invelving any violence
attributed to terrorists;

® activities such as robbery, da-
mage to government and private
property in which the aggressors
are known to have been armed;

® action taken or planned by se-
curity forces in combatipg terra-
rists or investigations of terrorist
activity;

@® protests in whatever form
against the establishment of an
Israeli Interests Section in Colom-
bo or procuring of assistance
from any source for training of
service and police personnel.

@ material which would affect
national harmony and public order
or which ‘would contribute to the
breakdown of supplies and servi-
ces essential to the community.

Manipcp(Chunsh
At Rest
Kanmalar Mathiaparanam

We are sorry to record the
death which took place on Satur-
day morning (23-6-84) of Miss
Kanmular Mathiaparanam former
Lecturer at Peradeniya University
and Warden Hilda Obeysekara
Hall.

The Funeral took place at
Manipay, at 3.30 p, m. on 24-6-84
Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar officiated
at the Service, assisted by Rev.
Sam Thampoe and Rev. A, Jeya-
kumar.

The committal rites at the
Manipay Church burial grounds
were performed by Rev. D. R.

Ambalavanar, assisted by Rev. A,
Jeyakumar,

Kanmalar’s sisters, Kirupai
Mathiaparanam and Ranee Kud-
dithamby predeceased her in re-
cent years. Her Brother Aria-
nesan passed away Some years
ago.

She leaves behind a sister
Rosaline Palmer, former Chief
Education Office, N, R., Jaffna.

* L] ®

Mrs, Ponnammah Ponnappa

The death of Mary Ponnam-
mah Ponnappa (85), mother of
Thavayogam Niles ( Music Tea-
cher) and Dr. P. Thavapalan (U.K.)
took plaee at her residence at Ma-
nipay on Sunday 24-6-84.

The funeral service was at
7.30 a. m. on Tuesday (25-6-84 ),
Rev. D. R, Ambalavanar officiated
assisted by Sevak Rev. Sam Alfred:
Rev. Sam Thampoe preached the
Serman,

The remains were interred at
the Manipay Church burial grounds,

TV will Revolutionise
Education

Television will revolutionise
education in Sri Lanka, Minister
of State Anandatissa de Alwis told
newsmen recently.

"We are now telecasting to
552 schools in the island and the
possibilities are immense. TV,
properly utilised, will ultimately
eliminate the expensive private tu-
tor”” he said.

The minister, however, caution-
ed that he is not holding out
‘great promise’ yet, because a large
number- of schools without eleectri-
city cannot be served with tele-
vision.

He said that ‘A’ level students
today are served with some edu-
cational TV programs. It is pos-
sible for these programs to be
recorded and played at convenient
times, provided the  necessary
equipment is available.

Dr de Alwis said Education
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe is
very keen on pushing educationa:
TV for a variety of reasons-no
the least of which is the current
death of capable science and maths
teachers. He wants priority given
to the teaching of science and
mathematics on television.:

“Excellent teachers are bard
find and teachers of high calibre

are restricted to g few schools,”
Mr de Alvis remarked.
He explained that with the

to extension of transmission faci-
lities, the authorities will not stress
entertainment alone.

Jaffna News in Brief

O The Jaffna University has
a course for the M. A. Degree
in Education. Mr, S. H. M.
Jameel, now Principal of the
Addalachenai Teachers’ Train-
ing College has bean success-
full at the final Examination
and has obtained his M. A.
Degree.

O - The Maviddapuram Lions
Club ( Mr. E. Manoharan, Pre-
sident) was complimented re-
cently at a function held at
Harbour View Hotel, K. K. S.,
for the Management of the
Vallai Hospital by the Mavai
Lions Club.

O Mr. Lalith Athwlathmudal®
Minister of National Security
paid a visit to Jaffoa on Sun-
day (24.6-84) morning. He
had discussions with a group
of students from the Jaffoa Uni-
versity. With the four-member
Student delegation were associa-
ted Mr, D. Nesiah, the G. A.
Prof. S. Maheswaran and the
Registrar of the Jaffna Univer-
sity. The Minister also met &
delegation from the Fishermen’s
Labour Union and discussed

Pension or EPF which
Pays Better ?

Does the pension or the
Employees Provident Fund bring
a better return at the end of a
workers' career ? The EPF, of
course statistics show a public ser-
vent who draws a monthly static
salary of Rs. 1000 (all inclusive)
with 20 years of service is entitled
for a monthly pinsion of Rs, 813/60.
But a private sector employee
with static salary .of Rs. 1000 a
month and service reeord of 20
years, gets about Rs. 200,000~

calculated at the -présent rate of

interest -as his provident fund, If
this is invested in a finance com-
pany he will get a monthly in-
terest of Rs. 5000.

According to Mr. D .K. Jaya-
wardena, Superientendent of E,
P.F. of the Central Bank, the
E.P.F. always tried to give its
contributor an enhanced rate of in-
terest. In 1958, the rate of interest
was 2.5 percent, in 1971 it was
5 per cent and 8 per cent in
1979. Now it is 12 per cent.
Under the existing law, minpimum
of 20 per cent of total emoluments
bas to be credited for E.P.F.
_Previously ‘it ‘was 15 per cent:
So the trend is that the minimum
contribution and the rate of in-
terest may go up and the result
would be a big increse in the
EPF oontributions.

That apart, non-governmental
employees enjoy the benefits of
E.T.F. and gratuity for which
government employees have no
right.

[Sunday Observer 17.6-34.]

Wedding
Sudhakar — Narayani

The wedding took place re-
cently in Colombo of Sudhakar
Management Accountant, son of
the late Mr. S. Vamathevan, Sta-
tistician and Commonwealth Advi-
ser, Kenya and of Mrs. Anushiya
Vamathevan of R. A.de Mel Ma-
watha, Colombo and Narayans,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. Siva-
lingam of Layards Road, Colombo.

The bridegroom is a grand- :
son of the late Mubandiram and
Mrs. S. K. Swaminathan of Law-
ton Road, Manipay, South.

— Cor,

with them some of their pro-
blems.

O Mr. Devanesan Nesiah, tha
Government Agent, Jaffoa leaves
today to the United States to
join Harvard University te fol-
low a Post-graduate Course in
Public Administration. Mr. S.
Panchalinpgam will act for him
till an appointment is made,

.
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NORAD’s Grant for Appreciation
SR Rehabilitation Uduvil Girls College
We Approach July | P
The Norwegian Agency for
International Development has 1

i i Hiroshima Atomic
hat remains 1n thq
ntmny entries of American people confess-
and regret for what had happened.

In a guest book
Musewm 3re, we ;’ead,e
i i aw
ing their sense O b

They (the entries) are expressed mostly in simple words as

(=

“ Never Again”. One wrote ‘I hate what [ did’. An-
ev

.-g;«:cec’(;.uld not bring hiruself to record anything more than
othe
“sorry

we note, has in his address to the
i iati in New York reflected the same
i olicy Association 100 k
F:rfte;r%:réng inythe same pithy language kWe are very sorry
?or what happened in July *? (in Sri Lanka).

President Jeyawardene,

ur knowledge, that was maintaiqed
Sri Lanka for entries expressing
of Sri Lankans about thed worst
= that claimed more
i ust that happened a holocaust ime
:ttxgll;lctlok(])m?nc:ocent lives in two days and relegated initially to
the missing list perhaps an equal number.
; i have been expressed publicly.
¢ many sentiments of regret .
M BuSinhala citizens who could not bring themselves to say
anay[ging have, we know, fled from the country possibly with
no intention of returning.

There was no Book, to 0
in Colombo or any part pf
the feelings of the majority

hts have come to our mind, as t!le month_of
JulyI;lsleielx ttlxlé)uaggaxin. Even Nature seems tp be in mourning
here in Jaffna where the month of July usq-‘f 1s'g_en?’rally
heralded as a climactic season gf fruits and “ fruition —a
season the counterpart of v_vtych in the‘_ West, was 'descnbed
by John Donne in those felicitous words " In Heaven, it's always

Autumn -

The ‘yappana’ mango will not this year glut the_ markets
in the south of the country. The red onions harvest is only a
dream. Even the *bundle of drumsticks” displayed facetiously
in " He Comes From Jaffsa® as the _Jaﬁua man’s symbol of
“ethnic identity has now been replaced with a bundle of tensions.

These setbacks might have paled into insignificance had
there been hopes of ‘fruition’ in the political sphere for a nego-
tiated political settlement of the ‘Tamil problem’. The APC
when it opened on July 10, 1984 stirred local and global excite-
ment. We wonder it it does now.

- Not all the perfumes of Arabia will sweeten this little hand”
said Lady Macbeth. What the July 1983 carnage has cost the
‘country in terms of its ripple effects is a sordid tale and can-
not be shoved away by any political euphemism, although the
event did not portray the real face of Sri Lanka.

We welcome the efforts of the United Religious Organisa-
tion (URO) to wipe this blot and inaugurate a reign of Peace
and ‘Harmony.

But defusing a revolutionary climate is one thing, establish-
ing enduring peace is another.

«*All men desire peace: few men desire the things that
make for peace” said Thomas A. Kempis, the 15th Century
German monk.

Religious leaders call for
peace, harmony

The Ven. Ratpasara Thera
speakirg at the Batticaloa Catho-
lic club meeting convened by re-
ligious leaders to draw up a com-
mon program to foster peace and
communal harmony said that the
majority of the Sinhalese are for
non-violence and péace and simi.

Free Medical Service for
School Students

Mr. S. C. S. Sithamparanathan
of the Educational Resource Cen-
tre Kopay has, we learn, orga-
nised a free medical service for
students with the assistance of
the Jaffna Rotary Club.

Doctors and Specialists in Jaff-
na have, we learn expressed their

larly the majority of the Tamil .Willingoess to participate in this

people are for non-violence, peace Se€fvice:

and communal harmony. - The pre- ; _—
sation,

Religious bodies in every
village and town would get to-
gether to launch a common pro-

cepts of Buddhism abhors hatred
and violeoce in any form: No re-
ligion promotes any form of wvio-

i gram of prayer and meditation
ence. ; :

foster wunderstanding and unity

Mr. Joe J. David Attoruey.at- between races and reigions to

law chbaired the conference of re-

enable them to rebuild the nation,
ligious leaders at Batticaloa,

Bishop Rt. Rev. Kingsley Si-
wampillai, Mr. Prince Casinder,
Principal Methodist Central Col.
lege, Batticaloa, Dr. V. Panchad.
charam, representing ths Lions
Club of Batticaloa, Mr. Ashroff,
attorney-at-lrw, and several othes
also spoke,

Rev. Fr. Tissa Balasuriya said
that one year after the ethnic
violence in the country a week of
barmony and reeomeiliation would
be ‘launched between July 22 and
29 at national level by the newly
formed United Religious Organi-

L

granted Sri Lanka Rs. 64.6 million
for the rehabilitation of those af-
fected by the July disturbances.

The agreement was signed by
the Secretary of the ministry of
Rehabilitation, Rear-Admiral A. W.
H. Perera and Mr. Elnid Dinstad,
Resident Represeatative, NORAD
on 11-6-84.

Rear-Admiral Perera said that
Rs. 30 million of the grant will be
used to finance small-scale trades
affected by the disturbances, with
an upper limit of KRs. 10,000 for
each trade. Rs. 10 million will
spent to replace movable proper-
ties lost by the families, with an

upper limit of Rs. 25,000 ff)r
each family. Rs. 6 million wil
be spent on income support fto

most affected families, where the
breadwinner has either been lost
or is incapacitated. The upper
limit here will ba Rs. 75000 per
family. The balance of Rs. 15
million will be used for housing.

80% Attendance at School
a Must

Only students who have
put in 80 per cent attendance
will be allowd to sit the G- C. E.
(O/L) examination in December
and G.C.E. (A/L) examination
in August.

A directive from the Edu-
cation Ministry to this effect
has been sent to all Regional
Office instructing principals of
all schools to adhere strictly
to it.

The 80% attendance rule
applies only to the classes in
schools which do not have a
teacher shortage.

The circular also states
that in schools where there is
no teacher shortage, pupils who
have been unable to put in
80 per cent attendence due to
illness and supported by medi-
cal certificate, or those parti.
cipating in activities as required
by the school may be permit-
ted to sit these examinations

Education Minister on
Standard of English

Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe re-
gretted that the annual requirement
of English teachers, estimated at
2,000, has not been filled. He
said only 500 applicants had got
more than 140 marks out of a pos-
sible 200, this year.

He noted that the standard
of the English syllabuses is much
lower than a couple of decades
ago. The Minister, determined to
improve it, said he would even
censider haviog two papers at the
‘O’ levels.

He recalled that
had been such an
where students had a
papers ‘A’ or ‘B’
different levels,

earlier there
arrangement,
choice of
set at two

;oncemed about the mushroom
tutories that promiseq ‘good Eng-
lish... almost overnight,' the M;

—
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The operetta “The Lasg
That Loved A Sailor” by Wil-
liam S. Gilbert and Arthur Sul-
livan was presented by Uduvil
Girls’ College on Tuesday, the
15th of May in their school
ball. It was another of Udu-
vil's commendable efforts to
encourage her pupils to enjoy
good English dramatics and
dance. Several weeks of pre-
paration must have gone in to
bring to stage the hour-long
operetta which had a cast of
over thirty-five characters.

The show was in twe
scenes depicting the story of
the romance between a sailor
and his Captain’s daughter.
Chitra Chandrapal and Sujatha
Luxminathan played the roles
of the hero Ralph and the:
heroine Josephine respectively.
Chitra clearly had the greater
responsibility of depicting Ralph
—a caleidoscope of emotions —
and she brought out the feele
ings of fury, disappointment

and passion with finesse and
aplomb. Another most enters
taining character on stage was
little Buttercup —a delicioug
creation, played by Subathra
Chandrapal who was at home
in her role. The other leading
roles were played by Dilanthi
Rajoo, Kishani Gunaratnam,
Romola Rajendrasingham, Sgy-
darshini Sundarazlingham and
Devika Deivendran.

The stage sets had been
done up for the audience to
have a feel of standing by the
ship H. M. S. Pinafore and the
merry mood of the sailors and
the damsels filled the hall as
they danced lithely in their
very appropriate and attrac-
tive costumes bonnets, flowing
gowns, specially tailored foot
—wear smart, crisp sailors’
uniforms and all. .

To Mrs. Cherry Mills who
-directed the operetta it was a
labour of love. It must have
been her love of art and loyalty
to her school that made her
toil so hard for weeks on end,
to bring to boards such a fine
show working on girls a majo-
rity of whom were unused to
footlights and were taking on
acting for the first time. The
parents owe her a great debt
of gratitude for giving their
children this experience which
they are sure to remember as
one of their happiest at Uduvil

Padmini Sugunananthan.

F
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nister said he would ensure that
such tatories conformed to a mi-
nimum standard,

The Ministry will conduct &
‘proficiency test’, higher than the
'O’ level standard, which any per-
son may take. “It wil] then be
the accepted certificate in En(lishj
proficiency...for employment OF

higher studies”, M. Wickremesin-
ghe said, i

_—

Lanka under No. OB./59/300]26,83
hurch of South Ingia at Sri Sam-

Jafna on Friday, 29¢n June 198%
am, 330, Navalar Road, Jaffoa. '
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