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Ourselves

to the difficulty in

procuring stamps of certain demo-

Ouring

minations, it has not been pos-
sible to post our issues in times
We are sending herewith

three of our issues in one post—
issues of Sept. 21 & 28 and issue
of October 5. — Editor

Asian Church Womens
Conference

Two women delegates from
Sri Lanka will attend the above
Conference to be held at Mul-
jan in Pakistan. They are:-
Mrs. E.- S. Jeyanesan, of the
staff of St. Teresas College,
Kilinochchi, wife of Rev. S.
Jeyanesan of the JDCSI and
Mrs- Wickremasihghe, wife of
Mr. Wickremasinghe former
M. P. and Deputy Minister of
Power and Shipping.

Sri Lankan Books

~ An Exibition of Sri Lankan
books in English was declared
open on 26-9-84 by Dr. Nissanka
Wijeratne Minister of Justice
at the British Council.

A feature of the exhibition
was the a number of new books
issued just in time for display
and sale. Amongst these are
Patrick  Fernando's Selected
Poems (published by the Ox-
ford University Press:, Jean
Arasanaygam’s Apocalypse '83
and the magazines Navasily,
New Ceylon Writing and Com-
municate.

Readings from some of
these works were given at the
opening of the exhibition.

Ayurvedic Hospital

A Development Society
was formed at the ayurvedic
government hospital Kaithady
recently presided over by the
Q. I. C. ot the hospital Dr,
Indra Sathyanathan.

The inaugural meeting was
held at the hospital hall,

Dr. Sathyanathan said that
this was the only ayurvedic
govt. hospital in the Northern
region and it was their duty
to develop it.

Several sub committees
were also formed for the im-
provement of the hospital.

Primary Health Care

The Oral Rehydration Salts
(Jeevani) Plant of the State
Pharmaceutical Corporation was
ceremoniously inaugurated on
5-9.84 at Ratmalava by Mr. James
Grant, Executive Director of the
UNICEF.

ORS is the non-propriety name
for a mixture of glucose and
salts to be dissolved in drinking
water. The solutiun so prepared
is recommended to treat clinically,
dehydration causcd by diarrhoca,
ORS is considerec to meet the cri-
teria of ‘an es.catial drug’ for
Primary health car2 in developing
countries. Technical expertise for
the local producrion has been
provided by WHOQ, 'Geneva,

JDCSI

Annual Festival

The Annual Festival of the
Jaffna Diocese of the C ST came
off on Saturday, the 29th of
September 1984 at Vaddukoddai.

The Service of Thanksgiving
was held in the Cathedral
Church at9 A.M. with the Bishop
officiating at the Holy Commu-
nion Service (Musical Liturgy )
The Bible Lessons were read
by Mr- K, Chelliah of the
Tellippallai Church, Dr, C- S,
Mills of the Manipay Church,
and Miss Suthanthira Thurai-
singham, the new Worker in
charge of the Inuvil Church.

The Litany of Thanksgiving
was chanted by Rev. A. jeya-
kumaran. Rev. D. R. Ambala
vanar preached the Sermon.

At the end of the service
there was a tea interval after
which the congregation broke
up into three Study Groups to
participate in a discussion on
the subject of the response of the
Church to the present national
crisis. The three leaders assign-
ed were Mr. A. B Kadirgamar,
Mr. C. E. Rajasingam and Mrs
S J. Somasundaram

The public meeting at the
Cathedral Church commenced at
12 noon with the Bishop the
Rt. Rev. D J, Ambalavanar. m
the chair.

Brief accounts were given
of the three 1mportant areas of
work in which the JDCSI was
now actively involved — Evan-
gelism. Development and the
running ot the four Children's
Homes, Arulmanai at Manipay
the Levi Spaulding Home at
Vaddukoddal, the Harriet Wiins-
low Girls' home at Pandaiter-
ruppu and the House of Hope
for disabled children at [nuvil.

Mr. S. Jebanesan spoke on
the Children's Homes under the
care ot the Diocese Mr. W. G.
Annappah on the Evangelistic
Qutreach and Mr. A Gunanaya-
gam on our' Development Etforts,

In his concluding remarks,
the Bishop emphasised what has
already been mentioned earlier
by one of the speakers that the
greatest challenge confronting
the Diocese was the dire need of
¢ labourers” to work in the
various projects which the
Diocese has embarked on, in
recent years, 'Lhe time was ripe,
the Bishop said, for our qualified
christian young men and women
to see beyond the stereotypes
which the modern materialistic
age offers them,

The meeting concluded with
the familiar hymn ‘The Church is
One Foundation' and Benedic-
tion pronounced by the Bishop-

The Fellowship Lunch con-
cluded the day’s programme-

J.D.C.S.1. Women’s Fellowship
Christian Home Festival
on
Saturday 27th October,
at
Manipay at 9-30 a, me
Speaker :
Miss S. Thuraisingham

1984

All are cordially invited.

C. Ambalavanar
President

Jaffna

Wanfed a graduate teacher
to handle Chemistry at the
Advauced Level in the Tamil
and English medium

College

Apply on forms available
at the Principal’s Office on or
before the 15th November,
1984.

A. Kadirgamar,
Jaffna College, Principal.

Vaddukoddai.

36 Educational Zones
for Jaffna

The Jaffna District is to
be divided into 36 edacational

.zones and each zone will be

headed by a zone principal.
Under the proposed zoning
scheme Kayts electorate will
have four school zones.

The present Velanai cir-
cuit will be divided into Kayts
and Velanai school zones The
schools in Kayts Karampon,
Naranthanai and Suruvil will
come under Kayts zone Ve-
lanai zone will comprise the
schools in Velanai, Velanai
East, Saravanai, Allaipiddy and
Mandaithivu.

The Punguduthiva educa-
tional circuit will also be di-
vided into Deift and Pungudu-
thivu zones

The schools in Delft West,
Central and East will form the
Delft zone and the Pungudu-
thivu zone will consist of schools
in Nainathivu, Punguduthivu
West, Central and East areas.

News of Tamils Abroad

O Sahunthala Vethavanam of
Carshatton Beeches, Surrey was
awarded a medal for her per-
formance in the London Mara-
than held recently.

O Dr. J. Gulasekharam (Dr.
Guli) passed away in Austra-
lia on 8-9-84, at 25, Normanby
Road, East Bentleigh, Victoria

3165. He is the son of the
late Prof, F. H. V. Gulasekha-
ram, former Registrar of the

University College, Colombo and
of the late Mrs. Gulasekharam.
Dr. Guli leaves behind besides
his wife Vilma, two children,
Deanna and Rohan,

Mornmg Star’, Vaddukoddai,

Resident Projeet. Officer |

Applications  are invited
from experienced persons for-
the CSI Mission Farm, Kili-
nochchi. Preference for Dairy
Managgment. Salary negotiable.
depenglmg on qualification and
éxperience. Apply by 27th
October Secretary, JDCSI
Diocesan Office, Vaddukoddai.

IN MEMORIAM

J. E. Soundrarajah
Entered into Glery on 16-10-1981

" Safe in the arms of Jesus™

Just a heart beat away
darling Papa.

Fondly remembered by your
everloving wife, children,
sons in law, daughters in law
and grand children.

5, Power House Lane 2,
Jaffoa.

IN MEMORIAM

ok

IN TREASURED MEMORY
OF
Lydia Rasamma Rajaratnam
Called to Rast 22ad October,
1983.

" When we as under part

It gives us inward pain

But we shall still be joined in
heart

And hope to meet again’”

Fondly remembered by her
loved ones here and abroad.

Manipay+

IN MEMORIAM

——I—

Dr. Rickman A. Mather
Departed his life on 20-10-60

Gone from this earth to @
betier land we know

Where God's peace and love are

Just as yow were

YVou will always be

Dearly loved and sadly missed
and very dear to us.

Ioserted by his loving wile,
children and loved ones.
165, 3rd Cross Street,
Jaffna,
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EDITORIAL
Points to Ponder

i d politician is reported to have

oung Turkish planner an . :
.dAth;'t ifg; mercedes and a mule are fouqd in t_he. same..st_rfal(e‘t,.
tS::an that country in which the vision manifests itself is *'sick .

e note is reflected in the preponde-

iment, W Bt
The same senti ) in the ‘idioms’ used for

rant emphasis placed on technology
election symbols in Sri Lanka
The ‘bullock cart’,
been rejected. Television
helicopter and the telephone ar
But the inter-relatedness. 9f tec
an progress has been a crmc_al issu
of antennas which has changed tfhe Skéh
i e only wisps of smoke
i en in our rural areas ( where onc
hﬁlefiv upward from smoking fires) denote a measure of human
progress? Has rapid industrialisation during the last seven years
made the nation civil ?
In the frenetic age in which we livp. a sorpbre phenome-
non is the exposure of the youth in their daily life to a strange
mixture of attraction and repulsion.

and the ' rickshaw’ have

the ‘easy chair’ The

has been preferred to the radio:
e hot favourites.

hnological advance and pu-
e in third world countries.
m

Does the forest

The attraction stems from tAhe 'youth witnessing .the SI’lfrg.
ing aspirations of hitherto marginalised sectors of socngty.l .”.e
repulsion arises from their understanding _of. the funcl:tomz ili-
teracy which has made the sleek materialism of the age, a
kind of an outsize garment for most people.

try where five million of the population is below
the Iz:lgea g(f)ufS.ythe statistics.of school drop-outs and schoo:
shut-outs is already a foreboding phenomenon — [15.8 per cend
of the scoool going population drop-out before they are 15 an
nearly an equal percentage between the ages of 5 and 9 do
not attend school at all.] ‘

Far above and beyond the chronology of events” in Sri
we have to see clearly the writing on the wall —a
ready made generation of youth with no future or a scarred
future is being bred on the spot.

These thoughts lead us to the contemporary situation of
education in the North, where parents of school going children
feel now, as never before ‘politics’ in their bones. *‘Emotion-
ally starved” children (as the Rector of St Patricks College
put it in his Prize Day Report) are a haunting educational
spectre. :

No one can defend Tamil extremism or Tamil militancy
but it is also difficult to defend the national concept of ‘a Sri
Lankan identity’ which wveils the psychological scars ef a pro-
longed state of belligerency affecting the school going popula-
tion and youth in one part of the country, the homeland of
2.6 million indigenous Tamils who are citizens of Sri Lanka.

Truism, it has been said is truth which no one does any-
thing about. But here in the North, Citizens Committes, the
Principals’ Association, Retired School Heads, Retired Profes-
sors and Teachers’ Associations have all, with unabated tena-
city made fervent representations to the President the Minister
of Education and the Minister of National Security on the sor-
did realities in the educational scene in the North, [a school
library burnt down by vandals belongs to a school in the
North which has claimed the distinction of sending this year the
best engineering student to the University, a student who has
scored the highest aggregate at the last G C E. (AL ) Examij-
nation and has been placed first in the Island ]

“.It takes two to speak the truth” said Henry T'horeau, the
A_mencan Authlor ‘“one to speak, another to hear”. We appre-
ciate the readiness with which the government agreed to be

a partner in hearing the truth in the sphere of education i
the North. e

It is our fervent hope that the curtain will soon be raised
on a new Act in the North Let it not be said of Sri Lanka
as it was of Spain (historically a land of violent upheavals )
that we are also a country “ where everything is possible but
nothing probable”.

S’pore to stop work for

! . instead of the current 30 per
foreign maids

cent charge based on the maid’s
2 0 monthly wages.

I'be Singapore government
has announced a levy for em-
ploying foreign maids from No-
vember in order to encourage
the use of local maids instead

~An estimated 7,000 foreign
maids are employed in Singa-
pore on salaries ranging from
100 Singapore dollars (50 US )
to 400 Singapore dollars (200
US) a month Most are from
the Philippines but maids are

Under the new levy em-
ployers will pay 120 Singapore

THE MORNING STAR

dollars (60 Us) a month for
gach foreign domestic help,

also rercrulted from India, Srj
Lanka, Thailand and Ipdonesia,
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Report from
“ Home Assignment”

By Robert Porter

March third I left Color?tbo

a four ~month leave after
g:ice years as a UCBWM
missionary/teacher at Jaffna
College On July 14th I was
again in Colombo after a “home
assignment ” that took me first
to Germany and France where
I met a good number of friends
who had also given considerable
aid to Diocese projects and for
the refugees that came to the
Peninsula in such great numbers
last year. From there to the
U.S, with a first stop at the
United Church oi Canada in
Sudbury, Ontario, where I also
saw the best bharata natyam
performance I've ever seen —
Viji Prakash of Madras, now
living in Los Angeles. Here also
I found a relative of our Vice-
Principal Rajasingham, working
as a physical therapist in the
beautiful hospital associated with
the Laurentian University there.
This Church exemplified one of
the big areas of concern of our
Churches in North America :
urban renewal coupled with care
for the aged. An older church
building had been razed to make
way tor what looks like on the
outside another office building-
One enters through doors flank-
ed by shops Upstairs one finds
a complete sanctuary, equipped
with a media booth from which
music can be played or films pro-
jected into a large screen that
can be dropped from the ceiling
above the altar, In the apart-
ments around the sanctuary
many aged live comfortably.

In Connecticut, where [
spoke in a number of affluent
and independent congregations
of the traditional Congregational
variety, the most striking con-
cern was that for the * gilded
youth”’ who have very nearly
wrecked their lives from drug
abuse or alcoholism. In Sauga -
tuck the members of this histo-
ric New England church have
given over nearly halt of their
plant to such youth, for their
Jiving quarters as well as their
classrooms and their rehabili -
tation programs. Some of these
youth have no place they can
call home ; they are allowed to
live in old cars permanently
stationed around the parking
lot, or even in treehouses in
surrounding woods. It is a
courageous stand; many com-
munities would turn: their
backs on such young people,

In Missouri, by and large the
German Evangelical and Re-
formed segment of the new
United cbhurch of Christ I found
doctrinal and moral concerns
dominants The Biblical Witness
group had presented resolutions
in the Conference meetings —
something llke the annual
business meeting of the JDCS] —
that it adopted, would have
severely limited the clergy both
in their doctrinal freedom and
in their private livess It was
encouraging Lo see how the Con-

Church Landmarks

Rev. (Dr.) James Mather of
the Methodist Church celebra-
ted his 94th birthday and the
Rit. Rev. (Dr-) S. Kulandran of
the JDCSI, his 84th birthday in
September this year

Jaffna News in Brief

At Home and abroad

Two Villages in Jaffna,
Pt. Pedro and Chavakachcheri
have been, we learn set up as
Palmyrah export produce villa-
ges with a potential of employ-
ing some 2000 persons who
could earn Rs. 18 to Rs. 20 a
day. The produce will be sent
to West Germany. Recently a
consignment of Palmyrah pro.
ducts was handed over to Mi-
nister Athulathmudali by the
Pt, Pedro Export producers, to
be exported to Japan.

But uncertainty has stymied
most development projects at home, *
particularly the Water Service
Project to the ““export villages”
of Pt. Pedro and Chavakach- -

cheri, undertaken jointly by
America and Sri Lanka
* * *

The ‘net’ and the neurosis

According to the ‘ Tribune’
of 1-9-84, " strong ethnic ten-
dencies” have been manifest in
recent months, although Minis-
ter Athulathmudali wants the
term ‘race’ to be replaced by
the term °nationality’.

But the problem in the
North at the moment is the
great dividing line between the
‘terrorist’ and the ‘civilian’ —
a line which continues to be
blurred making the North the
eye of the political hurricane
in the country.

Buses may. ply regularly —
Schools may function accord=-
ing to time schedules. The
source of befuddlement is the
‘net’ and the consequent neu-
rosis.

—C.E. R

ferences carefully devoted their
time to these passionately felt
resolutions and how they mar-
tialled their best thinkers and
speakers to endeavor to bring
about a reasonable soloution to
the difficulties the resolutions.
presented, It is saddening to see
how a large group of our church
people would be **watchdogs "
over the thought and lives of
their fellow Christians. I used
to pass a signboard in Kansas,
a neighbor state to Missouri,
whenever I drove west from
the small college community
I was teaching n; I always
wondered what kind of a God

these people worshipped, if the

only message they wanted to

communicate was “GOD IS '
WATCH NG YOU " instead of

a more comforting phrase such

as ‘“‘God Is Watching OVER

You”,

(to be continued)
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