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“ Looking to Jesus......
endured the Cross™

on 29-712-1984.)

The Rt. Rev. D.

We are holding this memorial
service in the Christmas season
when our theughts are of God's
coming into the world with His
message of Joy, Peace and Good-
will. The writer to the Hebrews
in this text remiods us that Christ-
mas joy is not a cheap joy. The
God who came into history came
into @ troubled ‘and- creel ~world,
a world full of suffering, oppres-
sion, exploitation and evil mani-
fest in many diverse forms. His
coming into such a world there-
fore meant a cooflict and effec-
tive confrentation with those pow-
ers of evil which is what the
Cross is about. " Joy to the
world the Lord is come', can
be joy only to those who can
see His coming in the light of
the Cross —" Who for the joy
that was set before him eodured
the Cross.” St. Paul brings out
this same connection between the
incarpation and the Cross in
Phil. 2:8 '"And being found in
bunan form he humbled himsels
and became obedient unto death,
even death on a Cross.” A com-
mon criticism that was made of
the Church a generation ago was
that it generally allied itself with

the establishment and took the
side of the powers that be. The
Church it was said was more

often supporting oppressive rulers
than championing the cause . of
the oppressed. Today we are glad
the situation is not so bad. Chur-
ches in many parts of the world
are actively iovolved in move-
ments for liberation and identify-
Ing with the peor and the oppress-
ed. The examples of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer in Germany, Martin
Luther King in Ameriea, Arch-
bishop Luwunm of [Jganda and

the numercus priests and minis-
ters in 5. America, Africa and
the FPhilippines in more recent

times actively involved in working
for the paor and the oppressed
come to mind. They have been
willing to take a bold and forth-
right stand against tyranny and
oppression. On All Saings day,
November lst, 1984 when thous-
ands of Poles walked into the
Powazki Cemetery in Warsaw ta
pay their respects and light candlss
in memery of the dead they found
the photograph of Father Jerzy
Popieluszki pailed to a tree near
Ro vomarked plot, The inscrip-
tion  beneath the picture read
" Killed by Security forces". That
is wdeed a parable of what ig
taliing place to faithful servints of
God in many parts of the world,
The death of Grorge Jeyaraja-
siogham is ane more in this great
tradition, As we

timely death and even more the
manner of his death let us thank
God for his witnoss unte death,

mourn his un-
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The death of a Martyr

who for the joy that was not before him
— Heb. 12:2.

(Swmmary of a Sermon prea
the Rev. George Jeyarajasingham

ched at the Memorial Service lo

at St. Peter's Methodist Church

J. Ambalavanar

Matthew records for us
his (Gaspsl how Pilate's wife sent
a message to Pilate when Jesus
was brought before him for trial.
" Hava nothing to do with that
righteous man, for [ have suffer-
ed much over him today in a
dream."” Dorothy Sayers in her
Radio Plays on the lifs of Christ
entitled the. Man Born to, be
King imaginatively pictures for
us what the dream of Pilate's
wife was, She dreamed of a Sun-
day morniog many centuries henoce
when congregations of peoples
were gathered in the far corners
of the earth standing up together
and 'saying ' suffsred wnder Pon-
tius Pilate’. The phrase is in-
deed a crucial part of the
of the Christian Church, It re-
minds us that the event that
took place when Pontius Pilate
was the Roman Governor of
Judaea. But more than that it
is- a perpetual reminder to the
Chuarch about its own place over
against the State. ' Safferred un-
der Pontius Pilate” is an affirma-
tion of the Church’s understanding
of the relation between the King-
dom of God and the kingdoms
of this world, between the Church
and the State, between the prio-
cipalities and powers of this werld
and the faithful servants of God.
The Church in as much as It
strives to be faithful te its mis-
siod cannot but continue to suffer

in

under Pontius Pilate; The LEng-
lish word 'martyr’ we are often
reminded comes from the Greek

word "martyr” which means a
witness. The verb ‘marturec’ in
Greek means ''to bear witness’',
The martyr therefore is ome who
bears witnees to Christ even to
the point of his own death. What
more glorions witness can there
be to the Christ who suffered
under Pontias Pilate than for one
to be able to share in that suff.
ering at the hands of the Pilates
of our day?

An ancient and well known
saying from Charch history re.
minds us, '“the blood of the
martyrs is the seed of the
Church”. A seed is an encap-
suled life, It is nature’s way of
providing for continunity, in the

midst of the cycle of life, growth
and death, A seed canm be care-
fully preserved and left to decay
but it can also be planted in
well prepared soil and allowed to
sprout to life aod bear fruit, It
is all too easy for the Church to
honour its martyrs in stained glass
windows and preserve them care.
fully in its liturgies. If the blood
of the martyrs is to be the sesd
of the Church, the memory of
theif serviee, sacrifice and death
should be allowed to take root in
our contemporary situations aud
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Minister of National Security
Lalith Athulath dali on Monday
ordered a full police investigation
of the early Suoday morniog
shootout between troops and ter-
rorists, pear a Roman Catholic
Church in Vankalai, in the Man-
nar district, where the parish

Full probe into priest’s

priest Rev. Fr. Mary Bastian was

also killed, !
Mr. Athulathmudali had asked

the Inspector-General of Police
for a full inguiry. He in turn
bas directed DIG, ( Northern

Range) Tyrell Gupuntilak‘l to hold
the probe.

Mr. Athulathmudali said the
body of Fr. Bastian has not yat
been found.

The immediate inquiry is be-
ing conducted by ASP Tudor
Wijeratne and a team of CID
officers from Colomba.

On Monday two statements
were issued by the Catholic Bishop's

onference which speaks for all

the bishops and Bishop Thomas

Savundranayagam of Manpnar who

deplored the killing of the priest
and all forms of wviolence,

[CDN 91-85]

The Death of Rev. Fr. Mary Bastian

The stat t of the Bishop's
Conference urges for an impartial
inquiry at the highest level as
there were " conflicting versions
of the incident and the truth must
be knowsn",

The Bishop of Mannar while
deploring the killing of Rey. Fr.
Mary Bastian, Catholic priest of
Vankalai in the Mission house,
has strongly protested against the
SLBC and other means of gov-
ernment mass media ‘' beaming
out false mnews that arms and
ammunition were found in the
Catholic Church at Vankalai and
that the Church was used as a
base to attack the security forces",

Fr. Bastian was born at Ilava-
lai en 11-12-48, He was ordain-
ed as Priest in 1975, He served
at Manipay as Friest in charge

allowed to sprout to life in the
midst of our strifes and struggles,
challenges and opportunities,

A verse from James Russell
Lowell's Hymn is an iaspiring
reminder to us of the faith and
hope with which we should con-
tinue to face the future howeve
gloomy the prospects may seem.
" Though the cause of evil prosper

Yet 'tiz truth alone is strong;
Though ber portion be the scaffold,
And upon the throne be wrong —
Yet that scaffold sways the future,
Aund behind the dim unknown,

Standeth God within the shadow
Keeping watch above his own."

In his life George Jeyaraja-
singham gave himself wholeheart-
edly f{or the cause of the poor
and the oppressed and he has
died as =a martyr for his faith
and for the cause for which he
worked, We thank Ged in the
confident faith that his death
would not bhave been im vain.
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of St Anpe's Church before he
went to Mamnar, He was deeply
involved, -says Bishop Thomas

Savundrana

gam, Bishop of Man-
par in tha?_

iftment of the poor

FCTIONATE MEMORY
¥ 0w

Malar Winslow Wijeratnam
(nee Barr Kumarakulasinghe )

A mother courageous aod selfless;
a wife loving and onai.l

“Whoso findeth a wife findeth a
good thing"

*'She did good and not evil all
“the days of her life™

on her birthday 7th January.

Obituary
Karuna Jesuthasan

We regret to report the sud-
den and untimely death in Kuala
Lumpur of Karuna (Age 45) be-
loved wife of Mr. D. K. Jesutha-
san, Chief Engineer of the Na-
tional Electricity Board of Malay-
SR,

Mrs, Jesuthasan was the Prin-
cipal of Stamford College, Kuala-
Lumpur and the National Presi-
dent of the YWCA of Malaysia.
She was an active member of
several other social and voluntary
organizations and deeply commited
to her work in the Anglican
Church as a member of St, Paul's
Church, Petaling Jeya

Mrs. Jesuthasan comes from &
well koown family in Jafloa be-
ing the daughter of the late Mr.
A. M. Rajaratnam (former Regis-
trar of the High Court, Ipoh)
and Mrs, Kamala Rajaratnam (nee
Anketell ), The late Mr. Rajarat.
nam was one of the Arulpragasam
family and brother of Rajendram,

Rajakulasingham and Mrs. Raja
Coomarasamy anod of the late
Dr. Rajanayagam, Rajasekaran,
Rajathuraisingham, Mrs, Nalliah
and Miss E. Arulpragasam. Mr.
Jesuthasan is  the son of Mrs.
A. K. Jesuthasan and the Ilate

Mr. Jesothasan of Nallur.

Karuna leaves behind her bus-
band, children Ravin, Surin and
Sharmine, brothers, sisters and a
bost of relatives to monra her
loss.

Na. 5, Lorong Bkt Fantai Tujob,
Huala Lumpur,
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THE MORNING STAR
4 11-1-1985 their solution had became a
Before _lhe kI:sn.‘. chance S o e
EDITORIAL slips by..... ey B e
Easnsy] wne Eomeni By Jehan Perers for the world of decency, demo-

iversary i
v deis A‘mour country in recent months have a 110!:!;:{25
o 13 rk episode in January 1974 when the.std

=l 'a wer (the SLFP) outrageously ;I)sml:-&e :]’1
- A p;)d taith, by the Citiens of Jaffna, {[I?Pﬂ]
_effort. L vgernment to deal more fairly and df‘ mwr:ez
e tl_:e_ th perpetrated so glaripgly on I()-l-l&irfl ‘?, f‘ll:
ol mmsrlce rtedly used on 4 crowd of spectators in cr:‘o b
5 Veen vﬂsha;mﬂall on the climactic day of the lC_TR ; 3?
4 Vcerahsulx; for the first time in Jaffna Nine youth reporte a:
Ifgsrte n::tfeirelives in a stampede. The number at that time W
considered appalling. = ; e

ort of an impartial CGI'l‘Il‘IIlSSlDI‘} { with a retire
supigi ggll:rt Judge é::{ hthe Burgher c;c{nmir;;n?nye é:g;::;)heoim:ll‘i;
as Chairman and a Bishop as one e me i o
inci i and “an official version = accepte
::iilld?:a:lﬂ?atso iii?t?:;fl the simple memorials erected for tg% youtl:
in front of Veerasingham Hall were twice des_ecrated o sinzs?;-
ernment of the day paid perfunctory attention to
vities roused by the event

i igi ism in
historians have traced the origins of Ter{or
the ls\?;:teb to this dark episode which marred tt_ae closing scene;
of a literary and cultural Tamil Festival ‘of‘global interest helf
in Jaffna, on soil venerable for the antiquity and richness o
its millenial culture.

ccord with the political pattern in this country ( with
regai‘?l :g Tamil interests) it was Pri_rne M_inister Pre_madasa of
the UNP who, during his five day sojourn 1n_Jaffna in January
1981, before the Development Council electtc_ms, ordered the
memorials to be re-erected and that, dramatically, before the
expiry of his brief sojourn in the North.

Larger issues have, since then swamped in. But a rising
phenomenon again in this country amidst the cqntem.porary
spate of brutal killings, arson. rape, and dest_ruc;mn,'l?_ the
absence in each instance of an impart_lal investigation 1n_|tmt_ed
by the government to win public confidence and ensure justice
to the victims and their families and the interests they represent.

Truth, the government knows, hurts but pulling it out,
even by the fire of a crusading media hurts worse. On two
occasions the government itself has come forward to tell the
iruths Once when the Public Library in Jaffna was burnt and
the other when over 50 Tamil prisoners is custody at Welikade
were battered to death during the July '83 holocaust.

Kokillai and Nayaru

Very much in the news are these two villages in the North.
Unless we avoid turbid thinking with regard to events in thesze
two fishing villages, the people in these areas are bound to be
swallowed in a tide of shallows and miseries

According to a news report in Pathukavalan of 4-1-85, there
were some 30 Sinhala families in Kokillai in 1951. The num-
ber rose to 60 in 1960. In Nayaru, there were only 30 Sin«
bala families in 1983. The rest were Tamil families, who had
made Nayaru their traditional homeland.

An unfortunate , “terrorist’ activity does appear to have
occurred in Kokillai driving the Sinhala inhabitants to safety
to their homeland- They were all fisherfolk. This action, it
true, has to be condemned because no group can deprive another

group of its means of livelihood.

But what drove the Tamil fishermen from their homes not
metely in Kokillai and Nayaru but in Alampil, Mullaitive, Kal-
lapadu, Kuddyirruppu, Haraichi, Silavathai,
behind their cattle, their goats and
officially clarified.

i Thannivutiu, leaving
their poultry'is yet to be

According to news reports some of
South are well looked after in
use of arms afforded for a 20
selves from attacks when they

the refugees who went
Negombo with even training in
0 - youth force to protect them-
return to Kokkillai.

But there is no encouraging news abh

Tamil fishermen displaced. Who will help
roots? |

out the thousands of
them to replant their

Strong Winds

the leaders of the peaple
shed their emotions which
d adapt themselves to what
ole end if things are merely.

The brutal

deaths of two priests within a period of a
month are still shrouded in clouds of mystery as we write
these motes although authentic sources, have come out with
the naked truth.

The Bishop of Mannar
that the RC Church at Vankalai
Church was reportedly killed wit

has publicly stated
where the Minister of the
h two other youth Was not a

‘here were three future
scen?u‘ios for Sri‘ Lanka, ngi:
there aretwo. The q_uagl-m:we
tary solution has falle_ H e
hoped that ﬁrrplv lgnu;mgrami]
political aspirations of the e
People (and saddling tke oy
with them ) would ‘make o
go away, and things WO e
revert back to the good ©
days- They have not, but h:-:we
reached cruel and terrifying
proportions: ‘

There are Lwo possible fl.!-
tures for Sri Lanka. One is.
peace and reconciliation " that
can only be reachgd by an
immediate start at 1mplemgnt~
ing- Annexure-C (or a variant
of it such as the Bandaranai-
ke - Chelvanayakam Pact ). ”I_‘he
first step would be edug:anng
the Sinhalese and Tamils as
to the necessity for, and mutua_l
advantages of, this type of poli-
tical solution.

' The other is murderous
communal war, many thousands
of casualties, economic destruc-
tion. social upheaval and possi-
bly armed intervention by India.

=i Lanka is plunging into

the latter. People who profess
to love this country have, in
effect, helped to divide it. They
have done su, not because they
wanted to, but because they
have had little or no concep-
tion of present day realities
and modern political and mili-
tary thinking. Instead of ana-
lysing the present and prepar-
ng lor a computer -age Srl
Lanka, they have continued to
think in the medieval terms
of the Mahavamsa period.

Yet others who see the
damage these pcople are doing
are alraid to oppose them tor
fear of being branded “‘traitors”
and ‘betrayers of the Sinhalese”,

or1 Lanka is the
of the Sinhalese. It
the country ot the Tamils
Muslims and Burghers A fede.
ral form of government is g
just government; that is why
the mighty United States and
little Switzerland have it. Now-
here in the world has federa-
lism led to separation,

S: W. R. D Bandaranaike
was the most intelbgent of pur
Prime Ministers and S.] vV,
Chelvanayakam was the pest
loved of Tamil leaders. [f

country
15 also

" golden temple". We have litte doubt that t

Jong will know who the perpe
takedecisive action. For, the ide
its tent too strongly to be emb

It is a wrong time
country to thump the desk, [t
tical parties in the country 1o

reject others. No group from tt
to ascertain facts tor

What is more important th
of thig political impasse which
some TEPOrts 700 lives in three
flict) is to identity the systems
the ‘war’ and destroyed ‘life’ j
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cracy and economic develop-
ment.

But today, in 1984, it might
already be too late. The mili-
tants and terrorists who clearly
dominate the North might well
decide for the Tamil people
that federalism is insufficient
and separation is the only accep-
table goal. In which case there
will be no peace for Sri Lanka,
only communal war. But on
the other hand. the Tamil people
might tell the militants who
are after all their own sons,
“We have achieved justice, et
us now live together in peaee .
Let us make it easier for them
to do so by offering the most just
solution we can A federal
state is not a betrayal of the
Sinhalese. It is, on the contrary,
the only solution that can spare
our people the horrors of bombs,
bullets and revolution.

History has  repeatedly
shown that no people ever, chose
communism voluntarily, but that
communists seized power when
society was falling apart. In
the coming months a complete
disintegration of society, come
munal warfare and a communist
take-over are the greatest
threats that Sri Lanka faces.
Time slips by, which we cannot
afford to lose. Let history
judge who betrayed whom in
the hundreds of lives already
lost and enormous economic
resources spent on armaments
and refugee camps. Let us,
along with our political leaders,
whether UNP SLFP or SLMP,
stop thinking in petty political
and medieval terms and face
up squarely to the future. For
at stake is the future of the
only home we Sri Lankans
have. :

[1sland 27th Dec ]
N. B. The author is a young
Sinhalese who is a graduate of
Harvard and who has been
making a study of the ethpic
problem.

— e e

IN BRIEF

The Students of the Jafina
University has made an appeal
not to the people to refrain from
usivg crackers and fireworks for
Thas Pongal this year.

The students bave also ap-
pealed to the managers and pro-
prietors of shops ner te display
these things for sale in their bisiness
establishments,

he government ere
trators of the deeds are and
ological battle has now pitched

arassing (o the government
now for any

¢ political group in the
Is also least oppertune for poli-
readily accept some facts and
le South has yet visited Jaffna

themselves on the recent trajedies

an finding someone to get us out
has accounted for,

according to

months, (in the area of con-

and structures that have created

n Sri Lanka.

i Srd Lanka under No, Q8 . J591300]26/832,
e Church of South India at Sri Sanp.
Jafing on Friday, 11th Januvary 1983

Navalar Road, Jafina,
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