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Bala Spawns National Unity Through
Cultural Diversity

-Chelvathamby Maniccavasagar

The State Tamil Drama Festival and Awards Presentation
ceremony was conducted recently by the Tamil Drama Panel of the
Arts Council of Sri Lanka in collaboration with the Department of
Cultural Affairs and Hindu Religious and Cultural Affairs under the
patronage of Mr. Lakshman Jayakody, Minister of Buddha Sasana
and Religious and Cultural Affairs and Prof. A.V. Suraweera, Deputy
Minister of Cultural and Religious Affairs.

Mr. V.A. Thirugnanasuntharam, Chairman of Tamil Drama
Panel of the Arts Council of Sri Lanka presented the welcome speech.
Mr. K. Jayathilake, President of the Arts Council of Sri Lanka, Mr.
R.A.A. Ranaweera, Secretary Ministry of Cultural and Reli gious Af-
fairs, Mrs. Rajalaxmi Kailasanathan, former Additional Secretary Min-
istry of Cultural and Religious Affairs, Mr. W.D.W. Abeywardhana,
Director, Department of Cultural Affairs and Mr. V. Wickramarajah,
Secretary of the Tamil Drama Panel addressed the audience on this
occasion.

Two senior theatre namely, Mr. K. Balachandran, General
Secretary of the Colombo Art Circle and Mr. George Chandrasekeran,
a veteran radio artiste, and scriptwriter were honoured by the Tamil
Drama Panel of the Arts Council by conferring them with the title
‘Aranka Muthukalaignar’ for their tremendous contributions towards

the development and promotion of Tamil drama in Sri Lanka since

1960.
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It was Gate Mudaliyar A.C.G.S. Amerasekera who paid a -
glowing tribute to Mr. Balachandran when he wrote “only those who -
have been at the organising end of cultural events know the heart-
burn and the frustration of being meticulously ‘proper’ in every de-
tail. Personally I think Balachandran’s contribution - a silent one, but
nevertheless a significant one - must be recognised by the State in
some way.”

Indeed, the lovers of art and culture should be grateful to the
members of the Tamil Drama Panel of the Arts Council of Sri Lanka
headed by V.A. Thirugnanasuntharam for having appreciated and
recognised the services rendered by Mr. K. Balachandran, who has
contributed for the promotion and development of Tamil drama in Sri
Lanka. Undoubtedly, this is a timely and well-deserved gesture on the
part of Department of Culture and Department of Hindu and Reli-
gious Affairs for having honoured Mr. Balachandran in a befitting

manner.

It was Mr. Martin Wickremasinghe who once said, “The
success of political independence depends on the evolution of cul-
tural independence which alonean unite the whole multi-racial and
multi-religious population of Sri Lanka to work together for the
progress of Sri Lanka.

Balachandran is a multifaceted personality who has promoted
cultural values through his dramas for a human and humane way of
life in a multi-ethnic and multi-religious society. The Colombo Art
Circle headed by him is a great cultural centre with a rich and re-
warding tradition and a glorious heritage has produced a dazzling
array of artistes, brilliant playwrights, enterprising producers and
imaginative directors. All these worthy sons and daughters of this
soil together with the indulgent and intelligent audiences have tre-
mendously contributed to the succes and popularity of these dramas

staged by the Colombo Art Circle. Besides, CAC has a discerning and
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discriminating audience with a versatile and variegated tradition of its
own which marks its tremendous popularity and stimulating response
even among the present day educated people.

Mr. Balachandran’s dynamic organising ability and his prag-
matic approach towards artistes in the Colombo Art Circle have won
him the admiration of everyyone particularly the President, Prime
Minister, Ministers, and Members of Parliament and even in the legal
and judicial circles. In fact, the techniques which he adopts in pro-
ducing these dramas have influenced, inspired and transformed ev-
eryone who participates in them. He exhorts all the actors to feel
proud and become worthy of their performances and deep cultural
heritage not only of theirs, but the culture of other communities.
Balachandran is not only a dedicated artiste and enterprising pro-
ducer of dramas, but also has felicitated several artistes, literary wiz-
ards and social workers, Furthermore, he is of the firm opinion that
artistes should be given due respect and honour while they are living.
In fact, Balachandran created a record by way of staging a Two-day
Tamil Drama festival, single-handed, as far back as in 1960. He did
this with a Bank of Ceylon loan, which he settled with his meagre
income as a clerk at Times of Ceylon Limited.

“London Kandiah,” “Alaathe Kanne,” and “Pathiyoor Rani”
were some of the dramas which were staged at the festival. Subse-
quently, under the Colombo Art Circle, he produced and staged sev-
eral plays such as ‘Pathivu Thirumanam,” ‘Broker Kandiah,’
‘Kundalakesi’ and the English plays “Bye Bye Raju’ and ‘Never mind
Silva’. The Colombo Art Circle had English plays like ‘He comes
from Jaffna,” “Kelani Paalama” and “Broken Promise”.

He showed that Ralahamy plays were good for charity shows
and presented a festival of comedy starring E.C.B. Wijesinghe and
his team. Besides, Bala brought “national unity through cultural di-

versity”. Fr. Marcelline Jayakody, the composer, lyricist Karunaratne
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Abeysekera, film star Malini Fonseka, writer - poet Kalai Arasu
Chornalingam, the painter Gate Mudaliyar A.C.G.S. Amarasekera, the
singer M.S. Fernando are some of the Golden Lotus recipients down
the years.

Mr. Balachandran was well-known both in Sinhala and En-
glish Cultural Circles. When pioneer Sinhala stage and screen stars
Eddie Jayamanne and Rukmani Devi, were going through a bad time,
it is Bala who helped them in numerous ways.

Once the “caricature” of a friend gave him an idea to coax a
well-known cartoonist to have an exhibition of caricatures - the first
ever in the country. The subjects ranged from the Prime Minister
down to the man in the street. It is very often said that a woman is
behind a man’s progress and success in Life.

His wife ‘Yoga’ was always a tower of strength in all his
endeavours. She gave the production and direction of dramas. ‘Never
Mind Silva’. ‘Bye Bye Raju’ and ‘Broken Promise’ were all written
by ‘Yoga’ and produced by “Bala” and Eddie Jayamanne played the
key roles in all of them.

An important event in Bala’s life was when former President
J.R. Jayawardene sent him a cheque for Rs. 100 in his own hand-
writing. Immediately after the General Election of 1977, when Bala
went to Ward Place to congratulate him, J.R. asked him what he
could do for him. For this, Balachandran with profound humility
made a humble request to J.R., that he should preside at a drama
E.C.B. Wijesinghe had produced. As requested by him, J.R. went
and presided where former Transport Minister M.H. Mohamed and
Minister Thondaman were the guests of honour.

The Sunday Observer
07-03-1999
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Appreciation

Mr. K. Balachandran’s demise was an irreparable loss to
the Colombo Art Circle, but it was also an enviable gain to the
immortals. Death has itself suffered a death blow through his artis-
tic creations which led one into a realm beyond words, opening one
to lofty speritual experience.

I had the privilege of associating closely with him when 1
was a sub-editor in the Daily News and Times of Ceylon in the
early part of seventies and | was very much impressed by the
charming simplicity and the uncommon openness of this man of
culture and a cultured man. Since then | had become a sincere and
genuine friend of his and was able to gauge his dynamic organising
ability and his pragmatic approach towards artistes in ths Colombo
Art Circle.

The Colombo Art Circle headed by Mr. Balachandran pro-
duced a dazzling array of Artistes, brilliant playwrights, enterpris-
ing producers and imaginative Directors.

It was Gate Mudaliyar A.C.G.S. Amarasekera who paid
a glowing tribute to Mr. Balachandran when he wrote only those
who have been at the organising end of cultural events know the
heartburn and frustration of being meticulously Proper in every
detail. Personally | think Balachandran’s contribution - a silent
one, but nevertheless a significant one - must be recognised by the

state in some way.”

21



A couple of years ago the State Tamil Drama Panel of the
Arts Council of Sri Lanka headed by Mr. V.A.
- Thirugnanasuntheram felicitated him by conferring him with the
title “Aranka Muthukalaignar’ for his tremendous contributions to-
wards the development and promotion of Tamil Drama in Sri Lanka
since 1960.

In fact, Mr. Balachandran created a record by way of
staging a four day Tamil Drama festival, single handed. as far back
as in 1960. He did this with a Bank of Ceylon loan, which he settled
with his meagre income as a Clerk at Times of Ceylon Limited.

Mr. Balachandran was well known both in Sinhala and
English cultural circles. When pioneer Sinhala stage and screen
stars Eddie Jayamanne and Rukmani Devi were going through a
bad time, it is Balachandran who helped them in numerous ways.

Indeed, it was his wife Yoga, Deputy Director of Family
Planning and a veteran journalist, who was a tower of strength in
all his endeavours. Bala was deeply attached to his family. He was
a devoted husband, an affectioonate father and a loyal and de-
pendable friend.

Though his mortal frame has been consumed by flames he
will ever remain immortal.

May I say “Good Night Sweet Prince and may flights of
Angles sing thee to thy rest.”

Chelathamby Maniccavasagar

Ceylon Daily News
15-05-2002
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