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‘altfuy’ gndduenleir  ‘QUIYSSSIBLIMG/ D 6T 68T 6o
o_(meurrent. @G5 sTws L SHev CGuh@ews I GIHeUDmS
BIL- &b SEHD GDUEL G WSTTSS B Sk SE@Htd LTI bpib
Qeuwlul B slprmAneEg wurGenbglgralerme
QoG L. @) sebr LOMSTESLTS L0&5SF6T LT FFlemer senen
FH.TEOWTS Iev&FHiD Feiteno SO BTL Saflwevmen wddluilev
THULL . '

wpriunesig SIPp HILE HNIHG
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61 GITLI &) el (Lpenen LILIGHL B s Csdw
efipgeneuts Guromliid &lp weselss  Sasevn samen
& o AeTh LITTé@n Goemeuamy FEOCUEHITHGEHHS m@f_r'uaﬁwg_/.
61 (Lot gy Ferilast @) my Huflev wgiilerg uieb W HipsSs SO CsHw
DTG 660 LG Fer] 6w BOUUGHAe s pr
CsAw iy s ficmemuleh  sGeyLeil  Peewtg Gpws L.
F6OOI(Lp SlhI ESH6H “LocisIg oS GLossiiwi’ & SIOD @i
Q6 LW UM TS 6Pk Awg. Ly 201 D) SSH6T SLOLP
Qasuw a§ssssen, BLDGeus BITL & (LHGH DEOLDSHET 67 6574160
SUlpit sio Ly & Haneviuyeit @ewevwing), ST Gsw BT &
el 2 Bein&dl Bt per. @) seir QETLrEPuns ‘LD OB S
Cueuey: QpDlurer®s Qouws FIS1b L1 (7 (5T Hevr
ans&a@ﬁ@/a;svﬁd) wphmienEud CiLic L BT sefletr 9y gmis
Qg ains 2 evserel Susddy ‘2 uliigsioelsi IS’
STEQ/LD B FHE (LD (56D & 6siledT spsgilt LevSHenT(h
efisens GQEFWISTT. eusFTsme Bemevenioufiey B 7Hwed
OBG &Sy SEEG (oD QETBSS PHTITSMS RESTIILIL
Quwss alwssid GOOLY e s ‘e 105G  Guoesfluft’
UL SSILILL ). GeiTer ‘2 ullTds welsT 55" Gueyid
ROBUY  SOVUTESEH0 D wihg) TP HsTTsdes
DIL &SP DG 6T HTTs Heniipg) 6T(ULPID p&senen &M e,
PSHLPLY. F611 2L TS FTL ARSI G| . @alsugiil@amﬁ@_/n_na
LI st smai o kiGo i@ s 2 SHuin R sTevT
Cureledr QL GEHUILIL L allT&SSTesT 2o &Comy wip (Theatre
for the oppressed)aumienio 9ygrisdfissr (Poor Theatre) SEOTENLLHGIHLD
g6 BEsS5g sanen - al(hsameussnar 2 gidenr (Theatre
for Liberation) -9yib& ks &erin SUD BIL& UG Uenb@LID
2 Faflewr 6165 DIy LA FWITHTE).

whpeseuii tiule i sefleir Bl yHafss
Bunietr & &Aguptd HFMN&s &S QaTarmL Wi senen
2 onaflweh grésmisemen  eugeThHm aG&o’t@arrGu%T@ e11pd
SUTMSSLULL G, Ghads 1. F 6B (Lp S Uk & G5 Klevr
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P 681 emev il L & sralarlLsgLel  WWESE@HS6IFGE
UL SSUURILD,  LDESET LT & Hemes semen vk (%
Qaupisgnen UL —~S@ %5 el oS Slane b
samavsgafEuiics sarl miL el b Hendg|s G&T6TEHLD.
Q@ psarensuficy, <t Lrient ufleb wWHTTSEFBLOTLY S GILDLIGHL
QanemL  ‘SeenemuiiLL & Boen_ufledl  LIcvaIen L)
LGS Um(R STIGSITS S(h LB wanTESBomy ufisv (Neo-
Realism) yer@pnuler p@aunl 2elgs"Cruel
Theatre" yeowlieoLyip @oeassg o Gundwg. @&
Rasamsuiiev @6y LITaIeTS g DLILIEID {Modified Realism)
gsorh. @ps ey asdad Czouou  GPEDS
w. FETEpSIRIsSH @ETQETTE BT GLOTET ‘6l FenSu|D
sty 2 yAiu@sSHug. @p HTLsD Gurhs o A0
FTheTg ewmemy el L wSBTHSEHSS LfleTTemer 5611
QeerpelL carfey gesflovwuileh I bsiisE0 STl HHEHSUIEHT
ASHNSS5 . WSS myg ueb 2QMDSHLI I L TeYID
Cuomyg (LSS L Liressuligy i ST PG 2OLDSHHI I L GOT .
@dsauemsuficy Modified Realism gengy Ggenareow ibewr(Dip
LG DETHBWS)-

Gerenpw TG

@evrgy eTeoLILCIL@D wpsdw AgEHamen 6 dlasens
QTG FLOSTE LOEEEHEN W LT & Alemewr Fenen ST SHSLOTSH
Gauen (R &SI 6TetTLI ST Gugndmuit FevL G Renenenuy(h)
SUOp UG SET(HGSTEIL waTiSSBomy , Gugrdfwit
afsHunerpseer &ndg saeNer  paleowiml (L e
Quomg IIBGSSLIILL B TEG Ly aILoTS wflewstTiots QU DG .
@eueunmiig FrLLAT gpeunigeley L b GuALLILIL® wésefes
Qgdueney SISSELOTS 2 TSHG]. @) et 2 &5 wenfr#aﬁuﬂeb
GOSLE seiaiwast @oaubs o sTeEIL 6. @ermy R
@jpFlwed Ligd Aenetenw  STE&HOTS QeueiLI(BS S
GO sEsL T Snig W Gury u@SSLLL LagmGs
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umitiuneng;. @eaaigides euenTEAGw  GUATILL LD
meoLGmyn prpsefel LwenIRESILPID afeuTs 9 FhiFTESLID.
(Forum Theatre) @& AgibLiymprgeles ‘OIGYL D FL(HD AT
efl(hgeney’ ‘OLIMiI&ESETe" Y fu HIL &miseren GevelMiuL g;.
Guogyip 96@ 60 BwerL GuHPUILILL QUL &S HPSSE LTsTe
LITL_FTem6V [(BITL SMhIG@HD HTEFHDTS D&FEET LT & Fenes: Hener
@areliu®BSs Gumy OHU@RSSOILLL  GOECH  HTaGs
FTSHOTET S oT6t1my @uini Be meor. GuenL. Gupw wETTEHs
BIL&D QRevim  (og&snemev) Gmg LILBSSeYL 66  Fnly w
anAgemenGu senens585 Qarau® @ BHESS . WHA DT
He@QETL L weTTESGury  BILSD (@GRULUD
SSDLID) QeuHPISTIONS UL SSHILIL L UTEID 2 S6i aS&s
wpeopw @@ Gy BURSSIILL GOELG BIL s sefes
ai&&L 61 BBTE e 11y weleveneaw 6T61LIG) Q\FDDET LIGULILIL L &),
(weNgd ASs60, Iyshealls Gehs) aaBas STGID
WSTN5558, 555 G1FuGalTID 6T6TLIS| QR I TSSLODDITED.
YeviTeh GG Geuemenufiev Gasmiio GOIBFenTE3au HIL Hdend
UL ggev  eretTugld  FnSHwbhpG. UTSHT  euTiliy,
unsdo  eueniédl, sOSE Hpel. GOUELE UG kST
TSl LG  GBeLer  QUAGSSWTSE L ew Ll (B
Bomy U@SSIIL L FTLASET LGTLITL 19 6D 6TWPHS BITLL T
APV S@BL G 2 IpSD Bevesw SaLiLBBLITS) L. HGw
BTLS  eIpEgBelb  Yhpesyd @8y QGesmeruich
CapBPweL Yy . SEHTDFEET STEIGTID. ) LOEFEN
g & fenegenen Fibo LIL L1 Seen(B CLABETD, GLopens b.
FUI(LH SN SSH6HT ‘Lo 5% BGoesi” ‘eirameruil L &
‘STOGUID ST’ Awesbaiieh [T STETQITID.

wrsTewr Gewsdw afipr

wp SPVT FEhHds - 90
Qaralf® - g=.18.97

whgplnesd SAP BIL & NG

L s QGewar et



Appendix

Modern Trends in Sri Lankan Tamil
Theatre

Theatre developed from rituals. But, in course of
time it became independent of rituals. Rituals were a feature
of tribal or primitive life. They were embedded in Religion.
When we say drama had its origin in Rituals we also accept
that each tribe or race would have had its own Ritual, etc.
Therefore it willbe fair to say that the theatre, of arace or group
would reflect the cultural patterns and peculiarities of that race.

TheSriLankan Tamilstoohave their own tradetional
theatre from the very beginning of history. Although there
aren't enough records of these, a national theatre of the Tamils
was traced and identified by the Tamil dramatists of SriLanka.

There were two schools of the theatre introduced
and developed before the sixties besides the theatre which
used folk dances and songs as its orgin. The European Natu-
ralistic Theatre was introduced by Prof.Kanapathippillai and
the Victorian theatre by Kalaiyarasu Sornalingam. But. the
roots of our national theatre was found in rural folk dances,
‘Naddukkoothu'. It was in different styles like Vadamodi,
Thenmodi, Kaththavarayan Koothu, Vasanthan Koothu, and so on.
These were handled by various dramatic groups in the coun-
tryside to treat puranic and historic plots.

When the Sinhala language was made the . official
language in 1956 there was a new upsurge in every sphere of
life among the Sinhalese. Prof. Ediriweera Sarathchandra
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reformed the Sinhala National theatre using the Sinhala folk
dances like Kolam, Sokkari and Nadagama. His contribution to
the Sinhala Theatre is exceptional. Maname' and Sinhabahu'
are some of his out standing productions.

The same trend was found in the Tamil theatre too. It
is not a coincidence that the university wasbehind the revival
of Tamil drama as well. Prof. S. Viddiyananthan reformed
'Vadamodi' and 'Thenmodi' folktheatre using modern tech-
niques. His outstanding productions are 'Karnan Por', Nondi
Nadagam', 'Ravanesan' and ' Vali Wathai.
His students followed him. S. Maunaguru used 'Vadamodi' in
his 'Sangaram'.

The seventies ushered in a new era for Tamil Drama.
Much interest was shown in experimentation. Some of the new
theatres experimented are Epic Theatres, Stylised Theatre
, Direct Theatre, Symbolic Theatre and absurd Theatre. Some
workshops were conducted by foreign dramatists. The
Ministry of  education started a Diploma Course in Drama.
The  Colombobased Tamil dramaists were able to take part
in them.

The result was a new wave in the Tamil Theatre.
Some of the dramatists who shone in later days made their
stamp in this stage. A . Tarcesius, N.Sundaralingam, Kulanthai
M.Sanmugalingam, S. Maunaguru and R.Sivanandan
were some of them. It was this group that formed the College of
Drama and Theatre in 1978 in Jaffna.

The political situation changed in 1977 and w1th the
racial the Colombo based dramatists moved to Jaffna The
searching foranational theatre continued. The College
of Drama and Theatre blended some foreign theatres w1th our.
folk theatre to evolve a new form. The play named
"Poruththathu pothum' (Enough of waiting) won the national
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by Francis Janam,
in 1980. The best actor award was wonby

2::2?& finest actor the Tamil theatre has come across so far,
who played the leading role in this play.

e performing Arts Society was actiye in the same
period. Bu?thg approachgof this Soci.ety was dlffereiﬂr}t. V:/'otrlﬁ
classics were produced in Tamil with a view to cultiva e the
taste of the Tamil audience. K. Balendra,.though m&ingT ;
by professionhad  impressed tbe Tamil scene with his stag
images and skill through Performing Arts society.

It goes without saying that both Tarcesms al;u:lt
Balendra gave a new impetus of the Tamil Theatre ! 111n
unfortunately both of them left Fhe country and nolv\Iv- aralal
exile. Thebackbone of the Performing Arts Society was1 t.11rm 02
whose versatile talent in acting and his smooth translations

play also played a key role.

In the eighties the political situation again cha:ll)geid(.
With the 1983 holocaust the creative arts §uffered a ;et ac 9:
Checks and harrasments by the security forcesth ecza;l:ts
common. Many youths groups emerged of Qght for the r;lgﬂ.le
of the Tamils. The declaration of .Terronsm Act an [he
clamping down of Press Censorship brougl_\t al(li creat 1ve
activity to a standstill. However schools continued to stage
plays within the constraints imposed on them.

The cultural group of the University of ]jclffna

astreet play 'Mayaman' The form of stre'et pl;y isnot
F:Sgg ;ic(lmr tradifiorz Wehad 'Makudikkoot'hthu and 1: cgutl)d
be developed into a street play 'Mayaman wa.:.l wri (:akéz
Cheranand directedbySithamparangthan. Thetitle r;«;\as xen
from an episode from the Tamil eplc,RaIpayana. e ac Oat
wore masks made out of clothes and acted in the open spaiaedo
nights under the lamp posts. The false hope that India cou
something to solve the ethnic problem came under severe

attack.
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In 1984, S. Maunaguru produced 'Thadi Adu'
(bearded Goat) a symbolical children's play. The message
was that children should be allowed to learn through
experience. Left to themeslves, they could cultivate their
talents. In the political field the youth took over the
responsibility for fighting for the rights of the Tamils from the
Members of Parliaments who had been in the field for decades.
The emphasis was on self-reliance. Attempts at compromise
were ridiculed. Folk dances were used. The drum was among
the instruments used.

As the civil government broke down in the Jaffna
peninsula, certain unscrupulous elements started
brewing'Kasippu' V.M.Kugarajah dealt with this problem in
his street play. It was acclaimed for its commitment. The Jaffna
society is still casted - ridden. The rural cultural group
produced a drama 'Sinthikka Thodanki Vidarkal (Those who
have started thinking). The exploitation of the so-called
depressed classes was the theme. By coupling the class

- struggle with the struggle of Tamils, the playwright and

director Balasingam is confusing the issue,

The same group presented 'Avalangal’
(The tragedies), a street play. This play takes to task those who
stand aloof in the freedom struggle. The political groups, too,
produced their, own plays Viz. 'Malarum Puthuyuham'
(A new era will flower), 'Vidiwai Nokki' (Towards the dawn),
‘Niram Marum Manitharkal' (The men who change their

colour) are some of these. The freedom struggle of the Tamilsis
the theme.

Women are treated second rate in the social set up of
Jaffna. They are expected to abide by the norms of the society.
The dowry system, the oppressionby Mudalalis and Kanganis,
low wages were some of the problems Maunaguru's
‘Sakthi Pirakkuthu' (Energy is born) dealt with. There is a new
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awareness among Jaffna women to fight for their freedom.
Maunaguru used folk dances and folk tunes with
Bharathanatyam to champion the cause of women. Critics
have commended the drama for its search for a form. In his
search for a national Tamil Theatre. Maunaguru exploited
Bharathanatyam, Kathakali, Russian ballet and folk dances in
some of his other productions like 'Vidivu' (The dawn) and
'Malai' (The rain) with the stuednts of Chundikkuli Girl's
College and Jaffna Hindu Landies College.

The play 'Veriyaddu' written by R. Murugaiyan was
directed by V.M kugarajah. Critics were not satisfied with the
way the director handled the script. But. its contribution was
substantial. Though 'Manithanum Mirugamum
(Man and Animals) directed by him was a success, critics were
quick to point out certain contradictions in the theme.

Government Teachers' Training College too got
involved in Drama. The English Course, Palaly produced
'Uruthi’ (Determintion) using the epic theatre and folk dances.
The playwright K. Shriganeshan used the poems of 'Mahakavi'
in it. Last year three different courses (Palaly) used the same
script 'Valpeththaikal' written by M. Sanmugalingam. Three
different directors handled the same script. The havoc
exam - oriented curriculum playing was the theme.

The cultural group of the University of Jaffna
produced 'Man Sumantha Meniyar 11' with the same director
and the playwright. The emphasis was given on people’s
participation in fighting for the rights. Unfortunately propa-
ganda overleaps the art form.

One could not fail to note a sustained interest in
Drama now. Drama workshops are being conducted. Quite a
few new faces have appeared as directors, writers and actors.
Kulanthai Sanmugalingam,S.Maunaguru, Sithamparanathan,

wngpunemid S HIL & ST
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]anar'n Francis, Sivanandan and Urthireswaran take an active
part in Drama workshops.

' V.M Kugarajah and I.Jayakumar formed a peo-
ple's Art theatre at Inuvil to train young actors. The cultural
council under the collaboration with the Department of Fine
Arts, of the University of Jaffna conducts a course in Drama.

Much has been done by way of experi i
' . perimentation but
it must be admitted that there is a dearth of good scripts.

Whether the Tamil playwrights will rise to the occasion is yet
to be seen.

Saturday Review
24.01.87
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