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The fore-going is a verse of the most re-nowned poet and patriot of South India, the late Subramaniya Bharathiyar
Literally it expresses his cherished desire that necessary measures must be taken to ensure that Tamil language be given
due prominence all over the world.

True to his prayer and yearning, the inter-national Tamil Research Conference in Malaysia, to start with, was a
step towards the realization of his objeetive. Thereby Tamil language has attained a unique place among the world lang-
uages, and every Tamil -speaking person will undoubtedly be proud of same.

The 4th International Tamil Research Conference is being held in Jaffna. The people of Valvettiturai take pride
in including as an item in the Grand and Fancy Procession, arranged by the Conference, a small wooden - made schooner
representing “ Annapoorani Ammal”, the famous vessel of a comparatively very small tonnage of only 120-a capaccity to
bold a mere one thousand bags of paddy that sailed from WValvettiturai with local €rew and reached America safly in 1938
thus evoking world interest in general and great semsation in the U. S. A. In this Souvenir we given prominence to the
adventurous cruise made by the brave and determinate sailors of Valvettiturai and other rare achievements of the people
as a whole so that the prominent and learned men of various countries, who have come here as visitors, will have an
opportunity to appraise themselves of the existence of such a sea - faring tradition in this part of Ceylon thus contributing
in great measure, to the reputation of the country as a whole, as was also passionately mentioned by the first Prime Minister
of the country, the late Hon. D. 5. Senanayaka.

“One should procure wealth even by braving the waves of the ocean is a proverb in Tamil that is mostly adhered
to by the sea-faring community and the ship owners of Valvettiturai There have been other ships not only of the category
of ‘' Annapoorany Ammal” but also big barques of considerable tonnages in the past that were playing between Ceylon,
India, Pakistan, Burma, Indonesia, Africa, etc,, engaged in the imports of Ceylon.

“The people of Valvettiturai deem it a great opportunity te exibit at this conferenee a *model ship’ with a view
to refresh the memories of today’s tradition with the marvellous achievements of their fore fathers.

Citizens Of Valvettiturai
Valvettitura

Ist January 974
Edited by: Valvai N. Anantharaj.

Published Wy
4th Huternational Tamil LKesearch Conferenre Committee ©f Yalvai
Yalvettiturai
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Valvettitural which lies equidistant between KElephant - Pass on the east, end Kayts on the west
and almost mid - way between Kankesanthurai and Point Pedro.

Every town and every village has its own tradition - some homely, some fabulous and valvettiturai
is no exception. The people of Valvettiturai have tradionally been sea - farers, ship - builders and even
ship - owners. : )

About fiiteen Hindus” Temples and one Catholic Church are in the area of valvettiturai-
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The repowned Tamil and Sanskrit scholar and Poet, Srimath S. Sivaprgasa Pandithar of NeerVely
has born spontaneous testimony to the ancient Religio - Cultural heritage of WValvettiturai in the
¢ Kalaivenba ” he had written in 1892 from which we quote the first few lines.
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Tindal Mr. K. Thambipillai and his mates

of Valvettiturai are holding their oriental

Conference in The St. Meritz on the Park
at New York (Ipswich)



The Ship which Sailed From VALVETTITURAI to AMERICA N

The ship named ‘‘Annapoorany Ammal" which was built by Mr. Sundara Mestrair of Valvettiturai in
1930. ' :

In 1936 Mr. William Albert Robinson of America who described as a famous auther, explorer and sea rover
bought scheoner '‘ Annapoorany Ammal” and captained by Mr. K. 'I'h-amb_lplllai and his five mates and decided to take
her to America. : '

Mr. W. A. Robinson renamed the vessel ‘“Brigantine Florence C: Robinson™ after his wife, fitted a diesal engine
from Messrs Walker & Sons as an Additional Precaution and set sail.

After she reached Aden the Schooner’s voyage continued till Grete, where they were joined by captain Donald
A. Mccuish who had flown out there to pilot the schooner through the treacherous mediterranean and the Atlantic

Caption Mccuish was a fine seaman with 42 years service in steamers and one of Gloucester’s saltiest and
best kmown skippers. But he had no experience of sailing ships and was too mnervous for the Ceylonese Crew who,
reached their ship with full sails when the wind was favourable. The captain in turn thought this was highly dange-
rous sailing.

Although Mr. K. Thambipillai continued to be the master of the ship he had to be guided by the advice of
captain Mccuish but one of his racing mates found no adventure in such a journey and left the ship at Gibralter. He
was replaced by an American youth.

A terrific storm broke near Gibralter and the ship was driven 250 miles off course. When they returned to
Gibralter again they found, they could not get a sport of wind to sail. The vessels ‘‘emgine” was Out of order and
they had to depend esntirely on the elements. :

The skipper of a big American frighter agreed to give them a tow, but when the sailors saw the Ceylonese crew
and the stars and strips flying, they shouted vile remarks at the “niggers”. Eventually they got the tow alright, but they

had not cleared the harbour when the hawser broke close to the freighters after-deck. The hawser had been deliberately
cut.

Out in the Atlantic, they stayed with the trade winds. But after a few days the winds failed them again in
mid-ocean and for days on end they idled. The water became too tusty for drinking and the food ran law.

Caption Mecuish made for Bermuda carrying every inch of sails to catch the whispers of wind., After 4t days
they reached Hamilton and walked into a reception they could never forget.



Lt They got under way for Gloucester pine days later and picked up a wind that did much
black days in the dolldrums. But a soupy fog hanging Tow nearly landed them in disaster the
escape from being cut down by a trans Atlantic liner.

to make up for the
brigantine having a narrow

Caption Mccuish blew stentorian blast on his mouth foghorn and the crew in the yards shouted vigourously. They

could see the towering masts, and even the sides of the liner cleared the Brigaotine by inches and went her way without
a sign of recognition,

Once in America, Mr. Robinson took the party te New York and found them lodging

in a skyscraper hotel,
“St. Moritz on the Park.”

The ship which was built of the local timber Margosa” attracted a great deal aftention and thousands boarded it.
Seme times they found the Ceylonese crew (dressed in Verti) in meditation.

They returned to Ceylon by steamer, with their pockets full. Here they joined the Ceylon Royal Navel Volunteer
Reqiment and served for a few years.

In 1938 WValvettiturai hit the head lines of the “BOSTEN GLOBE” an American daily, which in its issue of August 2nd
carried this front-page story reporter Nat A. Barrows.

'6113 dgﬂslen @lo&e ‘iqaqus:l— 2, 1938
Voyage Ended by Brigantine

Hare Spectacie Provided By Arrival From Ceylon.
By. Nat. A. Bartows

GLOUCESTER Aug. 1.
crew of square vigger sailers ca
Florance C. Robinson - Last win
alone.

like a chapter straight from one of the Malay Sea Stories of Joseph Conrad, a picteresqe
me reaching into the Port before a quartering breeze to-day aboard the 89 feet brigantine
dship of her kind in all probability, that will ever cross the Western Ocen under canvas

Bringing a tale of storms, doldrums, thirst, short ration and near collision, the ftrim little brigantine’s company .of
seven a grizzled old Gloucesterman, five turbaned, beskirted Ceylonese Mindus and a youthful beareded American
adventurertied up alongside a waterfront dock at noon 50 days out of Gibralter via Bermuda.



15~
This famous port which has seen many a colourful arrival in its day, turned out skippers, doryman, tourists fora
sight that had not been seen in a hundred years if then. Coast Guard lookouts flashed the word to town even as the

vessel stood in the offing, her hindus climbing the yards with a bare footed agility that left the old timers gasping in
admiration.

Their Story

As she worked past the island and stood up for the inner harbour a score of boats reached out in greeting. She
has been two years reaching her from Ceylon, where she was built eight years ago on the lines of a British brig-of-war
of the 1840 period. Six Ceylonese from the sea fearing town of Valvettiturai came out with her, and only one has

returned home ..... ™
*
THE ATLANTIC KING

About 80 years ago Brig ‘¢ Atlantic King” said to be 12000 tons, built in England
and owned by an English Firm founderd near Trincomalee. The English owners tried their
best to re-float it but failed in all their attempts. One of the ship-owners of
Valvettiturai Sri. T. Vengadasalam of beloved memory, offerred to purchase the ship in
the founderd condition, the English firm gladly accepted the offer and sold the ship
to him. He had it refloated. repaired it and made his money with it, supplemented
with donations, he built the local Sivan Temple. He died only 58 years ago and his feat

is described in one of the verses composed in his honour and sung at the time of the
Anthieshty ceremony.

SEA - FARERS OF VALVETTITURAI

“Valvetiturai” popularly known its Pet name ‘VALVAI’. Even in spite of its grandeur as a
town with the ablert and daring seaman for ages due to lack of state patronage and recognisation the
experienced and able seaman have been driven to take smuggling as a vocation to eek out an excistence.
Valvai has the pride of being the only town in Sri Lanka which produced the best of Ocean faring

vessals and had a large band of Thandaring (sea captain) and marieners till the end of the 2nd world
war. -



I For over 700 years the Glorious men of Valval were builders and owners of a varity of sailing

vessals with sea roats to various parts in the Bay of Bengal, Arabial Sea, Indian Ocen, ete, and were
he best mariners in this part of Sri lLanka. They were encouraged, patronised and honoured by
Kings of Ceylon and India. The mariners of Valvai added to their by learning marine navigation,
astronamy, ship building and other techniques from the better mariners of India and Britain. Not only
did they man the vessals owned by merchants of Valvai but also comanded and named those belonging
to merchants of many Indian Ports, Burma Ports, Malayan Ports and of Beruwala, Dodinduwa and Galle.

Before the first world war Valvai possesed more than one hundred schooners, Brigs, Barques and
Barqueantines of ocean faring up to a capacity of 300 tons.

After the first world war and just before the 2nd world war there fleet of vessals doubled
itself, most of these vessals carried merchandise between ports of Sri Lanka and those of India, Burmah
Malayasia, Arabia and East-indies.

Such able mariners are today uncared of by the state. They are so used to sea that they lack
any experience in cultivation and are unable to take to farming. The idle brain because the work shop
of the Devil these frustrated and unemploved mariners took to smuggling as a last resort to their
aquaintance with the sea. This trade has in the course of time become so luerative and prosperous that
valvai has become a Smugglers port, latter so many smugglng ports have come up. Any form of
smuggling in Inter-national but the members of Valvai had no other alternative but to take to it today
the Government of Ceylon spending vast amount of foreign and local money to combat smuggling in
the country this is the negative approach to eradicate smuggling.

The young and growing mariners should be encouraged by the Government. A small of mari-

ners of Valvai have now joined foreign merchant vessals and are bringing into Sri Lanka a considerable
foreign exchange. :

The Government of Ceylon must encourage these young mariners and employ them in the vessals
owned by the Shipping Corporation of Sri<l.anka and absorbe them open ways for them to get foreign
ships

The ship building talent, can even now be commendnd as the seafaring one of any built in
other parts of Ceylon. i



g

The auther of this article started sea life as a seaman on a Barque passed mate exam and
joined British admiralty then passed master mariner exam, while admiralty bought one admiralty vessel
of Sch. * Anandavally”. Then joined the Ceylon Government Service as mate and master of Port com-
mission. He is president and Instructor of Valvai seamans welfare association.

Ar. Ambazliavaner.

(Master Mariner)

The General Articles of this Souvenir are
taken from the “ Valvai Historical Magazene which
is Being written by Valvai N. Anantharaj,
S. S. Kanthithasan, N. Nagulasigamany. Contents
of this Magazene are the own tradition, Culture
and fabulous of Valvettiturai.”
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