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PREFACE

The truth about the cvents that took place
during the state of emergency in the Jaffna District
from July to December 1979, is still little known to
most people outside the district, since the essential
facts were suppressed by government censorship
and by the self-censorsnip of the state-controlled
media. The Movement for Inter-Racial Justice and
Equality (MIRJE), sets out in this book to tell the
true story to all sections of the people of this
country.

Part 1 of the book presents a factual account
of the events of the emergency, an analysis of the
policies of successive governments of Sri Lanka, in
relation to the Tamil-speaking people that led to
this crisis, and a discussion of the way out of the
prolonged impasse in racial relations in Sri Lanka.

Part I1 of the book provides an account of the
genesis of MIRJE, its objectives and the activities in
- which it has engaged since its inception.



Torture : A New peril to Life and Liberty

“You cannot foel all the people all the time,

e We are deeply disturbed by the digholical recurrence
of police torture resulting .n a terrible scare in the minds of
the citizens that their lives and liberty are wunder a new peril
when the guardians of the law gore human rights to death.

“.....Paolice lock-ups, if reports in newspapers have a
streak of credence, are becoming more and more awesonie
cells...... this development is disastrous to our humonist con-
stitutional order.

e The State, at the highest administrative and political
levels, will organise special strategies to present and punish
brutality by police methodology...... Otherwise the credibility
of the rule of law would deteriorate.”

———— From a judeement of the Indian Supreme Court comprising Mr
Justice V. R. Krishna Iyer and Mr. Justice F. S. Yenkataramiah,
while dismissing a petition filed by Raghir Singh, Assistanl Sub-
Inspector of Police, seeking special fcuve to appea!_ ngainst g
Punjab and Haryana High Court veraict sentencing him to life
lor murder of a theft case “suspect” by torture.

(source: The Hindu, Madras Wednesday, April 2 1980).
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Chapter 1
Emergency in Jaffna

“Amidst the clash of arms the laws are silent, the
still small voice of law is quelled while men kill
and destroy in defence of its dictates.”
- Cicero
1

Emergency and the People

Time and again during the last thirty years or more ihe
people of this country have had to be at the receiving end of
acts of killing and destruction executed in defence of the
dictates of law or rather of the government. Such ordeals have
been common during periods of so called emergency, a situation
which is held to justify and permit in law the executive to have
recourse to emergency powers, which arc an infringement of the
rights and freedoms of the pcople. In this country, a distinct
pattern can be seen in both the enactment of cmergency laws
and their subsequent enforcement on various occasions. If the
enactment of the Public Security Ordinance No. 25 of 1947,
incorporating emergency powers, was mainly a response to the
General Strike of thal year. subsequent declarations of
emergency in 1953, 1958/59 and in 1961 have been either to
quell a working class agitation or to suppress the protest
movements of restive wnational minorities. In the post-1965
period, governance under emergency laws became more the rule
than the exception, for in the period 1965-1977, the country
was governed for a longer period under emergency laws than
under the ordinary laws.

The declaration of emergency in 1971, on the eve of the
JVP youth ““insurrection®’, and the prolonged spell of emergency
rule lasting till February 1977, provoked bitterness and anti-
pathy among the people, eventually constituting one of the
chief causes of the electoral debacle suffered by the ruling party
in the General Elections of 1977.

In the aftermath of its landslide victory the spokesmen of
the victorious United National Party ringingly castigated their
predecessors for the atrocities committed on the people under



S

tlie prolonged emergency rule. During the communal riots of
August 1977 Mr J. R, Jayewardene, as Frime Minister, was
steadfast in his determination not (o have recourse Lo emergency
powers in order to restore normalcy in the country, This was
hailed as a demonstration of his and his sovernment’s utter
revulsion to emergency rule. He raised hopes in the minds of
the people about a flourishing democracy under the UNP rule,
when he said,

“We do not wish to declare emergency. .., it means the
complete elimination of the (reedoms of the people with
regard to arrest, detention and legislation by gazette and
avoiding Parliament®® !

But within two years of the United National Party assuming
power, these hopes were belied. On 12 July 1979, Emergency
Rule was declared over the District of Jaffna, the northern
district of predominantly Tamil speaking people. On the same
day a Presidential directive was given to Brigadier Weeratunga
of the Army,

“To eliminate the menace of terrorism in all its forms from

the island and more specially from the Jaffna District.?® 2

The declaration of emergency and the Presidential directive
had been preceeded by a series of legislative and administrative
measures of repression inflicted on the Tamil speaking people
and defended by the government as necessary and inevitable in
view of the spate of ““terrorist activities®® in the Tamil areas.
Throughout the nineteen seventies a series of acts of violence,
including murders of mainly Tamil policemen and Tamil

supporters of the government, have taken place in Jaffna and
other Tamil areas. These acts of violence were diagnosed and

described as **political terrorism’’, and according to government
spokesmen special legislation and special measures were required
to combat the “menace of terrorism”’, In short, it was the view of
the government that an ‘emergency’ situation had arisen in
Jaffna, and the sitvation demanded emergency powers, and
what is more, an unprecedented Presidential directive to an
Army Brigadier.

1. Guoted in Parliament. Parliamentary Debates: Vol. 6, No., 7, Col. 911
2. Forthe full text of the directive sce ‘The Sunday Observer’ of
i5 Julv 1979,



I

Crystalization of Separatist Sentiment

It would be relevant to raise the question whether the facts
of the situation supporied the stern view taken and the sirong
measures resorted to by the government. Having raised the
question, we consider it necessary to deal, very briefly, with the
background not only to the declaration of emergency and the
phenomenon of “political terrorism” but also to the origin and
growth of the separatist sentiment among the Tamil speaking
people.

The sporadic acts of violence that have marred the traditio-
nally tranquil atmospherc of Jaffna did not crop up
spontaneously, They can be related directly to gross political
discrimination meted out to the Tamils and the reign of police
and army terror unleashed on them in the post-1970 period. It
was during the same period that one saw the unification of
Tamil political leadership and the heightering of Tamil
oppositional consciousness to the point of demanding the
separate State of Eelam.

The exercise of the right of self-determination including
secession is the ultimate weapon available to apy nationality
that is fighting national oppression. Can it be said of the Tamil
speaking people or their political representatives that they had
exhausted ail possible means of securing equal rights within the
framework of an undivided couniry, before raising the demand
for a separate State? Historically. from as early as 1920, Tamils
have been uader the umbrase of political organizations that
were exclusively ‘Tamil’. Bui it was not until the 1950s that the
Ceylon Tami! political parties considered the Tamil speaking
people constituting a ‘nationality’ or a ‘nation’, and not until
the 1970s did they scriovsly begin to think in fterms of a



separate state.  Until the 19708 their demands varvied irom
communal representation in the legislature, balanced represen-
tation, constitutional safeguards, a federal form of government,
devolution of state power theough the establishment of regional
or district councils, and the demand for equal rights for the
Tamil language. Although these demands were never granted,
and the periodical pacts and agreements entered into between
the Sinhala and Tamil leaders were abrogated under one pretext
or another, the large majority of the Tamils was confident of
securing justice and equality within the framework of an
undivided country.

Any consideration of separation as a solution to the

problems of the Tamil speaking people was confined o few
minor political groups. At the time of the 1970 elections, the

Uederal Party made a categorical appeal to the Tamil speaking
people,

“not to lend their support to any political movement that

advocates the bifurcation of our country’. &

The few Tamil candidates who raised the cry of scparation
at the 1970 general clections were badly defeated. Three of the
most prominent leaders of the Federal Party, Dr E. M. V.
Naganathan, Mr S.M. Rasamanickam and even Mr A, Amirtha-
lingam, were all defeated at the polls. There were clear signs of
disillusionment among the Tamil masses, particularly the youth,
with the totally barren, isolationist and e¢ven recluse politics of
the Federal Party. The year 1970 was a turning point for the
Tamil speaking people, They were at the cross-roads, so to
speak, and so was the entire country, That was when the 1Jnited
Front of the SLFP, the LSSP and the CP came to power on a
wide acclaim, kindling socialist hopes in the hcarts of many
people. But the policies and actions of Mrs Bandaranaike, as
Prime Minister, and her government, in regard to the Tamil
speaking people, alienated the latter to the extent of their
raising the cry of separation - o cry they had rejected so
decisively in May 1970,

It was the scheme of standardization in regard to admissions
to the University that pushed the Tamil youth to the brink of

Aeclion Manifesto of the Federal Pariv: “The Times Weekender
(Frovinciyl Bdition) of 5 May 1970,
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despair. Relentless discrimination in regard to jobs in the
public sector dashed all hopes of a fair treatment under the UF
government. The Republican Constitution of (972 was viewed
by the bulk of the Tamils as a constitutional conferment of a
distinetly inferior status on them, Tamil youth gave expression
to their disapproval of thesc measures and their rejection of the
Republican Constitution. In so doing they invited on themselves
the repressive arm of Mrs Bandaranaike’s government,

Hundreds of Tamil vouth were arrested and left to languish
in gaols for long perieds of time without being charged and
convicted in accordance with the law, Several of them were
tuken into custody, ostensibly for questioning, but were most
inhumanly tortured whilst in custody. Instances of such torture
have been revealed time and again in Parliament. There was the
case of a young girl who was taken into custody, stripped and
assaulted. In another instance, a Police officer, whose name was
notorious in Tamil areas, is said to have inseried the genitals of
an atrested Tamil youth into the exhaust of a motor bicycle
and started the engine, The sadistic experiment resuited in the
unfortunate youth being rendered impotent. The high handed
action of the police on the final day of the Fourth Iuternational
Tamil Rescarch Conlerence held in Jaffoa, in January 1974, when
nine lives were lost, has lelt bitter memories smong the Tamil
youth. Scctions of the Tamil youth reacted violently, drawing,
perhaps, their tnspiration {rom the April insurrection ¢f 1971, and
from their meeting in gacl with some of the insurgent Sinhala
youth.

The framing of the 1972 Republican Constitution provided
the occasion for the political unification of the Tamil speaking
people. On 14 May 1972, the Tamil United Front was formed at
Trincomalee, bringing together, for the First time, Messis
3. ). V. Chelvanayakam, G. G. Ponnambalam, C. Sunthara-
iingam. S Thondaman and even K., W. Devapayagam of the
UNP, and their political followings. The Front presented to  the
then Prime Minister a six point demand on behalf of the Tamil
speaking people. The demand was unceremonially disregarded by
the Prime Minister, the government and the Constitucit
Assembly. The Tamil leaders were in a dilemma. But, whatever
might have been their subjective reservations, it had become
necessary for their political survival to raise formally and
without delay the demand for a separate state.
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UNP’s Promises

By the time the General Elections were due in July 1977, the
Federal Party had become the principal group in the Tamil
United Liberation Front which sought from the Tamil speaking
people the mandate to set about the task of achieving the
state of Eelam. Of the other political parties, the United
National Party showed, perhaps, the greatest perspicacity and
declared in its Manifesto that,

«The United National Party accepts the position that there

are numerous problems confronting the Tamil speaking

people. The lack of a solution to their problems has made

the Tamil speaking people support even a movement for the

creation of a ssparate state. In the interest of national

integration and unity so necessary for the cconomic

development of the whole country, the Party fecls such

problems should be solved without loss of time. The Party,

when it comes to power will take all possible steps to remedy

their grievances in such fields as

(1) Education

(2) Colonization

(3) Use of Tamil Language

(1) Employment in the Public and Semi - Public

Corporations,

We shall summon an All-Party conference as stated carlier

and implement its decisions,’*4

The purpose of convening an all-party conference was
clearly spelt out in the Manifesto itself, under the section on
*Constitution®’:

Cevion Daily News’ Parliament of Sri Lanka 1977, The Assozia-
d Mews Papers of Ceylon Limited, Lake House, Colombo, p Z62.
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*“The decisions of an All Party Conlerence, which will be
summoned to consider the problems of non-Sinhala speaking
people will be included in the Constifution.**s

It is important to note that the UNP did not seck a mandate
to ban the Felam demand or to suppress any movemenl among
the Tamils for the creation of a separate statc. On the contrary,
the mandate that it did scek and obtain was one for solving the
prablems of the Tamil speaking people through the course of
action igdicated in the manifesto. [t was the position of the
UNP that *“the lack of a solution to their problemns has made
the Tamil speaking pcople support even a movement for the
creation of a separate state.”

The above promises brought to the UNP a large number of
Tamil votes, and the UNP, perhaps, obtained the largest number
of Tamil votes, after of course the TULF. The Tamils who
voted for the UNP felt gratiied when the new government
reaflirmed its election pledge in its very first Policy Statement in
Parliament. A large number of Tamils and an cven larger
number of Sinhalese felt reassured that the government of Mr
Jayewardene would bring about an amicable settlement between
the two nationalities on the basis of justice and cquality. This
would render the separvatist demand irrelevant and superfluous,
whereupon the vast majority of the Tamils could disassociate
themselves from that deiand. Tn short, what was cxpected was
a complete reversal of what had taken place under the previous
regime. But what in fact did take place was an extension of the
same policy of discrimination and police repression insofar as
the Tamils werc concerned, Within two years, that was by July
1979, the UNP government [ar from finding solutions to the
problems that had made ‘the Tamil spcaking people support
even @ movement for the creation of a scparate state”, took
upon itself the twin tasks of banning the “Felam” demand and
suppressing any movement among the Tamils for the creation of
a separale state, The story of this shameless betrayal is indeed
the background to the declaration of ‘emergency rule’ in the
Jaffna District.

5. Ihid.
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The Betrayal

During the first two years that the UNP was in power no
attempt was made by the government to convene an all-party
conference *‘to consider the problems of non-Sinhala speaking
people” The enactment of the new Constitution was concluded
through recourse to a Parliamentary Select Committee. Signi-
ficantly, the TULF did not participate in this Committee for
reasons stated by Mr Amirthalingam in Parliament,

o the government has not made any effort at least to
eyolve a solution to the problems of the Tamil speaking
people before amending the Constitution on the basis of an
All Party consensus as promised in the election manifesto
of the UNP...... and a Parliamentary Select Committee
appointed under these circumstances does not seem to have
either the capacity or the climate to find a solution to the
problems between the two nations in this country......""

On behalf of the government, Mr Lalith Athulathmudali,
Minister of Trade, ventured a reply:

“Ihey say, ‘Why did you not summon an all-party con-
ference?’ Well, the Select Committee is an all-party
conference”.?

This was in August 1978, while the second Republican
Constitution was being framed., But an year later altogether
difierent reasons were given by the government to explain its
decision not to convene the all-party conference. On the eve of

6. Mational State Assembly Debales: Yol. 28, Mo, 11, Col, 985,

<5

Naticnal State Assembly Debates: Vol 28, No. 14 (Part iy, Ce! 156],
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the declaration of emergency rule in Jaffna, President
Jayewardene deelared,

S the UNP manifesto at the 1977 general election had
promised to call an all-party conference to discuss the
problems of the Tamil spcaking people and implement its
decisions.

“Unfortunately all the recognized parties which contested
the gencral clection were not returned to Parliament,

“To symmon an all-party conlerence outside the partics
represented in Parliament may lead to chaos and the remedy
may be worse than the disease.”

Weeks later when Jafina wasalready in the throes of an emer-

gency, Mr Lalith Athulathmudali, intervening in the debate in
Parliament on the ‘'Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Pre-
visions) Bill, painted an entirely different picture:

“  You conld not have forgotten that there were what we
call riots in 1977. Do you think we could have held an all-
party conference in the atmosphere of riotingr Do you
honestly believe that you can have an all-party conference

when your pelice officers are being shot down? Do you
think that an all party conference can be held when your

witnesses are not safe? You can have an all-party con-
ference only in your dreams! We want a genuine all-party
conference. We want something that will produce resuits..."y

The two main argaments advanced on behalf of the govern-

ment do not hold water for a moment. The promi:e 1o conveae
an all-party conference was included not only in the manifesto,
but also in the first Policy Statement of the government, after the
elections, when evervbody knew that all the recognized political
parties that contested the general clection were not represented
its Parliament. Besides, the view that a conference of political
parties is destined to end up in chaos merely because some of
them are not represented in Parliament is a cynical negation of
the spirit of democracy and of consensus politics. What is more,

8.

From President J. R. Jayewardene’s address to the Government
Parliamentary Group, repotted in the ‘Ceylon Daily News® of
4 July 1979,

Parliamentary Debates: Wol, 5, Mo 13, ol ldgs-é3.
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there was manifest eagerness on the part of all the political
parties,and even of religious bodies and dignitaries to evolve on
the basis of consensus an acceptable solution fo the problems of
the Tamii speaking people. Indeed the political climate has
never been more congenial., Fer the first time in our recent
pelitical history, unlike in the 1936-00 or 1965-70 periods, the
pgovernment of the day did net have to face commurally moti-
vated opposition emanating from the major political partics.

As for the other argument about the undesirability of hold-
ing the all-party conference in an atmosphere of rioting and
killing of pelicemen, we can only say that it does not befit even
a mediocre school boy debater, Sufiice it to recall that the first
Policy Statement of the government, including the assyrance of
an all-party conference, was debated to a finish and passed in
Parliament in the midst of the racial riots of August 1977. Two
vears later the Rip Van Winkies wake up and query the desira-
bility or otherwise of pelitical powwows in an atmosphere of
rioting. As regards the killing of policemen, this is a pheno-
menon antecedent to the UNP muanifesto and the formation of
the UNF government. The UNP was only too well aware of the
sporadic gets of vielence in Tamil arcas, and was by no means
ablivious of the causcs that led to these acts of viclence. Perhaps
it was for this reason that the Party refrained from pursuing an
anti-Eelam or anti-separatist line in its manifesto, but gave a
gallant undertaking to solve those problems of the Tamils - “‘the
lack of a solution to (which) has made the Tamil speaking
people supporl even a movement for the creation of a separate
state,”’

The United National Party’s betrayal of its election pro-
mises was critigised by no less a person than Mr Maithripala
Senanayeke, MP and the deputy leader of ths SLEP. He said
in Parliament at a time when emeygency rule was in force in
Jafina,

“[n its manifesto the United National Party promised to
convene an all-party conference to solve the outstanding
problems of the Tamil minority in this country. Impressed
by thig declaration favge numbers of Tamil spzaking veople
voted to elect a UUNP governmens. For two years the govern-
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ment hag failed to honour its promise. 1nstead it bas all-
owed the situation to aggravate and violence and terrorism
to spread. As far as the Sri Lanka Freedem Party is con-
cerned, it has always been and still is, willing to participate
in an all-party conference...”'10

The issue of convening an all-party conference would have
paled into insignificance il the UNP government bad, on its
own, adequately attempted to solve the national question. It
could have acted unilaterally. It bad all the powers in the world
besides a clear mandate, and that too from a vast majority of the
Sinhala voters, to act in the marner of its choosing. Mr J. R.
Jayewardene had suflicient power even to confront or at least to
neutralize the chauvinists in his party both within and without
Parliament. It would have been more than sufficient if the
government had acted to remedy the grievances of the Tamils in
the fields of education, employment, language and colonjzation.
But the actions of the government during the two years preced-
ing the declaration of the emergency did not in anyway alleviate
the miseries of the Tamil masses. Their plight becamec worse
even as the situation grew grave,

We may consider the question of language rights. 1t is the
proud claim of the UNP government that the language problem
has been almost solved with the enactment of the new Constitu-
tion. Says Mr K, W. Devanayagam, a Tamil Minister in the
UNP government,

“If anybody has studied the minority problem he will under-
stand that after the new Constitution came into force, the
language problem has been aimost solved™. 1!

But the late Dr N. M. Perera, who had studied the new
Constitution and was quite aware of the minority problem, cri-
ticised the provisions in the Constitution relating to language,
perhaps in a mood of belated self-vindication, as being “too little
and too late’. His views are relevant here, at least as those of a
man whose inflexible stances, according to Prof. Wilsen, “on the

€

i, Thid., Cel, 1456-57,
. Ibid., Col. 1367,

{7
—
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parity of status for the Sinhala and Tamil languages in the
nineteen fifties postponed the division of the country by a few
decades.’”’ In his book. ‘“Critical Aunalysis of the New Constitu-
tion of the Sri Lanka Government™, Dr Perera says,

“Chapter I'V no longer satisfics. What might have satisfied
the Tamil community twenty years back cannot be adequate
tweaty years later. Other concessions along the lines of re-
gional autonomy will have to be in the ofling if healthy and
harmonious relations are to be regained. 12

This is not all. What the pcople want arc not paper
provisions, and quite apart {rom these being teo little or too
late, what is pertinent is that net a single provision has becn
implemented to date.

We have already referred to standardization in relation to
the admissions to the University, as the measure that pushed the
Tamil youth to the brink of despair, during the peried of the pre-
vious government. The UNP government promised abolition of
standardization immediately after the elections, in the first flush
of its victory. But scon it was compelled to face the ever increas-
ing demand for higher education and it chose to follow the exa-
mple of its predecessor,’and avoid a rational solution on a long-
term and systematic basis. The racial quota system was indircctly
reintroduced, but after a well orchestrated drama in which the
Minister ol Industrics and Scientific Affairs, Mr Cyril Mathew
played the prominent role in accusing Tamil examiners of over—
marking and cheating, and justitying the re-introduction of the
racial quota principle as a neutralising force to ensure that the
Sinhalesc students are not adversely affected by the over-
marking ol Tamil scripts by Tamil examiners. These ministerial
allegations were never substantiated, nor was any Commis:ion of
Inquiry appointed to probe into such alleged malpractices. The
episode only resulted in the uttcrly unnecessary build up of
communal passions on beth sides, In so far as the Tamils are
concerned, il it was only injury under an SLFP government, it
it is both insult and injury under the present UNP government.

12, N. M. Perera, Critical Analysis of The New Constitution of the &ri
Lanka Government Premulgated on 31.8-1378, n 32, Chapter IV of
the Mew Constitution is devoted to the subject of ‘Language’,
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In regard to the distribution of jobs created in the public
sector, the principle of non-discrimination was honouwred more
in the breach than in the ohservance by the United National
Party government. As a maiter of fact, allegations have been
made that this government has been more discriminatory than
any of its predecessors, in so far as its employment policy in
relation ta the Tamil citizens is concerned,

The UNP government failed te mollify the feelings of the
Tamils even on the question of state-planned colonization. The
Tamils have always been opposed to state-planned colonization
in the Tamil areas that would destabilize the traditional ethnic
composition in these areas relegating the Tamils to the position
of being a minority in their own “traditional homelands’’.
They have never opposed individual and voluntary migration
and settlement of Sinhalese in the Tamil areas. After all, large
numbers of Tomils in the Sinhala areas have all been voluntary
migrants and not state-planted colonists, The feelings of the
Tamils in this respect have been appreciated by itwo former
Prime Ministers, Mr S. W, R. D. Bandaranaike and Mr
Dudley Senanayake in their separate agréements with tke federal
leader Mr 8. J. V. Chelvanayakam. Many were led to believe
that the reference to colonization in the UNP Manifesto and
subsequently the Policy Statement, was a reaffirmation of the
position recognised by the above agreements. But they were
misled, and they found it =0 to their consternation when the
UNP government impudently retracted from yet another of its
pious promises. And what is more, the government not content
with saying in so many words that state-planned colonization
will be carried through regardless of the fears or the protests of
the Tamils or the TULF, went further, and on 3 July 1979
sought, through a simple resolution in Parliament, the merger of
certain parts of Medawachchiya (almost a 100% Sinhalese
electorate) with the Vavaniya District (a predominantly Tamil
district). This move was designed to convert the Tamil (majority)
Vavuniya district into a Sinhalese (majority) district. But even
the SLFP voted against the recolution saying that the move
would Inconvenience the (Sinhala) people of Medawachchiya
who were represented in Parliament through an SLFP MP, and
that it was intended to improve the future electoral prospects of
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the defeated UNP candidate in Medawackchiya, The simple
resolutlon created censternation among the Tamils and the
TULF opposed the move vehemently and staged a dramatic
walk out from Parliament during the debate on the résclution.

‘The one important aspect of the resolution that deserves
to be mentioned here is the tin:ing of it. As we shall see later,
the passage of th= resolution in Parliament on 3 July 1979 was
one of the factors that contributed to the brwild up of communal
tension in the country during that peried, as coming events
began casting their shadows in early July. Nobody can say with
any measure of certainty that this ‘simple resolution’ was
deliberately designed to create communsl mischief. But the
doubts created in the minds of many people about the purpose
and the timing of the resolution were by no meons dispelled by
the subsequent decision of the government to stay implemen-
tation of the resolution passed by Parliamesnt.
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The Police and the People

We have so far {raced the exfension under the present
government, of the policy of racial discrimination initiated and
executed by successive governments before it. What remains to
be brought to the knowledge of the reader is the unabated
manner in which the repressive organs of the Stale have been
used to terrorize the Tamil speaking people even after the change
of government, [t is a fact that ever since 186!, when troops
were moved into Jaffna and other Tamil arcas asd the police
force strengthened to suppress the satyagraba campaign of the
Tamil speaking people under the leadership of the Federal party,
there has been an uninterrupted growth of a parallel police state
in the Tamil areas, particularly in the district of Jaffna. More
often than not the plight of the Tamils has been thatof a
capiive people placed at the mercy of an impudent police force
let loose in an occupied territory. Needless to say, over the
years the number of Tamils recruited to the Policeand the Armed
Services was considerably reduced and consequently even the Tamil
areas were manned by large numbers of Sinhalese personnel.

it would be inadequate to berate the individual policeman,
the soldier or any particular officer or officers for the deteriorat-
ion of the police-civilian relationship in the Tamil areas. This
is inevitably concomitant with any form of national oppression
and involves both political and human factors. Ever since 1961
the anti-Tamil political climate kas conditioned the police and
the army personnel in the Tamil sreas to fancy their mission as
onc of subjugating the Tamil speaking people. Complementing
this political or even racial supremacy were their human failings.
They felt, and quite rightly so, that they had been thrown into a
totally alien social and cultural milizy. 7They were incapacitated
by their total lack of knowledge of Tamil to have any kind of
communication with the people.  They regarded Famil areas,
particularly the Jaffna district, as ‘punishment stations® and
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obeyed transfer orders to these areas, only with rescatment and
with suppressed rage. The only outlet for this pent-up rage was
the flexing of their muscles  This they did for no veason or for
bad reason, and indiscriminately to anybody and everybody
from a Tamil Parliamentarian or an Assistant Government
Agent of the area to the humblest innocent citizen. FEver since
the *70s alongside the spread of political vielence in the Tamil
areas, the police became a power unto themselves. And far from
apprehending the transgressors of the law labelled as “terrorists’’,
the police unleashed terrorism on the people.

The police reign of terror in the Tamil areas did not figure
as a matter for concern in the Election Manifesto of the UNP.
But several Tamils sincerely believed that Mr Jayewardene’s
government would be fair and just and would take necessary and
sufficient steps to restrain the police, to suitably change the
ethnic composition of the police in Tamil areas, and to make
them answerable to the local civilian authorities But no effort
was made to bring about the desired changes. On the contrary.
their powers were increased through new laws and the spate of
arrests, intimidation, harassment and torture continued

unabated despite protestations from the TULF and organizations
concerned with human rights.

We must also refer to the ostensibly innocuous administrative
transfer that took place in Jaffna just a month or so before the
declaration of emergency in Jaffna  Mr Lionel Fernando who
had been Government Agent, Jaffna, from the last guarter of

1977, was tran-ferred out of Jaffrna. He was the one civilian
authority in Jaffna who stood up against police brutalities aad

exhibited rare courage in coming to the assistance of innocent

citizens of Jaffna Within the relatively and surprisingly sbort
term of office in Jaffra, he had proved to be the most popular

and the most successful G.A. ever to have held office in Jaffna,
His performance could only be described as path-blazing in the
difficult mission of fostering ‘‘healthy and harmonious relations”’

between the two nationalities. It was such a man that the
government chose to transfer. Te was succeeded by Mr

Y. Duraisamy. Ironically, 2 Sinhalese, whe had endeared himself
to the people of Jaffna, was made to give way to a Tamil who
had been defeated in the 1977 clections. But today the people
of Jaffna, to a man, say that in the eventful months that followed
they were fated to miss the presence of Mr Lionel Fernando,



VI
On the Eve

We are almost at the end of this rather long tale of the
UNP’s great betrayal, except to make a final reference to its
notorious proclivity to indulge in uiterly manipulative politics.
The government adopted the colonial strategy of ‘divide et impera’
to ensure its subjugation of the Tamil speaking miporitics. At
the political level, the government went so for as to amend its
own constitution to permit the defection of renegades from
the TULF to the government party.

From its very inceptijon, the government had displayed an
apparent political dualism, with its leading lights pretending to
lean over backwards and be all things to a'l Tamils, while
another section conducted itself as nothing less than an abomi-
nable vehicle of crass chauvinism, Even the TULF, for reasons
best known to it,feigned to be so dense as to attribute this
apparent dualism to the individual idiosyncracies of the per-
sonalities involved. The chauvinistic wing of the government
dutifully maintained a steady tempo of anti-Tamil propaganda
almost from the very formation of the government. As the
month of July (1979)approached, there came to be unleashed
an avalanche of anti-Tamil propaganda. Besides, the govern-
ment exaggerated, to alarming and hysteric proportions, the
isolated acts of violence in the Tamil areas, which it chose to
characterize as‘‘terrorism™. Minister Mathew had already set the
pace in Parliament in a hard-hitting speech on *‘terrorism’’.

“Terrorism cannot be stopped ard has never been stopped
by the means of the law. Terrorism has been stopped by
terrorism. In no other way it is possible............ Terrorists
have to be killed because they are terrorists. They are like
mad dogs and no better than that.”® 13

13, Parliamentary Debates: Vol. 3 (2), No. 6 Col. 1237-38,
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Similar threats, allegations of TULT support for “terrorists®,
frenzied calls for strong measures against both the TULF and
the “terrorists,* began to flow lava like as the communal voleano
threatened to erupt and engulf the whole country once again
within two years. The government controlled mass media,
particularly the Press, indulged in open rucialist propaganda,
resorting to,

“‘tendentious news reporting of a character that will inflame
racialist sentiments and accentuaie conflicts beiween the
Sinhala and Tamil speaking pecple of this country,’’ 14

Highly provocative communal pamphlets in Sinhala were
posted to Sinhala schools under official cover of a government
department. Communally provocative speeches were given by
senior sovernment politicians to school children in Colombo
comprising both Tamil and Sinhalese students. Sections of the
elergy and organizations like Mathru Bhoomi, under cover of
fighting separatism, began rousing communal feelings among
the Sinhalese.

In this context we may also refer to the eloguent speech in
Parliament by Minister Anandatissa de Alwis:

“There are at the moment dangerous trends in  the Sinhala
parts of our country. There are veaerable monks roused by
patriotism . . . . going round the temples; they are going
reund the country village by village. Some Tamil people
may say ‘Why should your monks dedicatcd to the maithri
of the Buddha do this?’ In their defence it must be said that
there would be no Sinhala race, there would no Buddhism
in this country today, there would be no culture known as
the culture of Sri Lanka, but for the venerable monks who
have at the risks of their lives protected them right through
the centuries. Let us not get divided and use these monks
for UNP purposes, SLFP purposes, Sama Samaja purposes
and Communist purposes. The day we do that, as we have
done once in a while in this country, we bring disaster
upon ourselyes,” 15

14, 5ce Appendix A of Part 1I of this Publication.
15. 9 Supra; Cel 1494
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The Minister also made an impassioned call for unity
between the “two major powers of the Sinhala people’ on the
question of fighting the Eelam movement:

“I appeal to the SLFP, not only in the house but through-
out the land, to throw their minds back to the history of
this country. No terrerism, no Tamil Eelam movement, no
gun, no sword, no power has ever subjugated the Sinhala
people except when we were divided as we are......... 1 do
not want on this occasion, on this issue, for these two major
powers of the Sinhala people to stand divided in this House
or outside in this country.” 16

We have quoted from the speech of the Minister of Siate,
Mr Anandatissa de Alwis, which he made in Parliament during
the debate on the *‘Pr.vention of Terrorism (Temporary
Provisions) Bill”, on 19 July 1979, that was a week after the
declaration of emergency in Jaffna. Nevertheless, the words
uttered are indicative of the mood within the government cven
before the emergency and one which the latter was (rying to
create in the country as well. What is more, the Minister of
State Is one of the UNP’s leading lights who has been suppose-
dly, acccrding to TULF spokesmen themselves, leaning over
backwards to propitiaie the Tamil p.ople. The signs were
unmistakably clear. The stage was ser for the government to
crack down, ostensibly on the ¢ terrorisis.” There was no furiher
necessity for platitudinous assurances about solving the
problems of the Tamils. The aci of political tergiversation was
complete and manipulative politics would soon give way to
blatant repression of all political opposition cleverly labelled as
“terrorism” or “‘separatism’’. One more killing in Jaffna would
have been sufficient pretext for the government to set in motion
its repressive machinery.

The occasion came on | July 1979 with the killing of yet
another police officer in Jaffna. Police Inspector Guruswamy
was gunned down at his own residence. allegedly by the
“terrorists.”” The gevernment acted swiftly. President Jayewar-
dene lashed out at the TULF at the Government Parliamentary

16, Thid., Col. 1491, 1493.
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Group meeting on 3 July 1979. Ile announced the proposed
enactment of an anti-terrorist law. On the same day the Govern-
ment passed in Parliament the resolution to amalgamate parts
of Medawachchiya with Vayuniya district, despite the TULTs
protests. At the came time, clever and adept as he was at the
game of wielding the stick and dangling the carrot, Prezident
Jayewardene was making widely publicised moves to solve the
“Tamil Problem® even by-passing the TULF. He held discus-
sions with the Tamil Ministers of the government to hammer out
a plan to solve the *Tamil Problem’ within a month and to put to
an end to ‘terrorism’ in the North. He announced his decision
to appoint a Presidential Commission to make recommendation
on some form of decentralization as a means te the solutien of
the Tamil problem. These Presidential obiter dicta at  high level
pourparler were flashed across in baaner headlines in the
government controlled Press. But the government’s true inten-
tions were shown on 12 July when emergency descended on
Jaffna even as the feared Skylab debris landed farther away
from the island.



VII
Jatfna under Emergency

With the declaration of a State of Emergeney, 69 repula-
tions of the obnoxious Limzrgency Law were brought into force,
The nermal laws under which no person could be in custody for
over 24 bours, and uoder which sudden deaths would have to be
followed by judicial inquest before burial, were rendered in-
operative, This spelt disaster for the people of Jafina. Tension
was in the air in Jafina, but two days and a night passed away
unmarred by anything untoward. Came the 13/14 night of July
and '*Operation Emergency”’ struck Jaffna like lightning, snatch-
ing away several of its young men from their houses. Of those
who were taken away on that fateful night, six were never to
return to their dear ones. 1he bodies of two were found in a
mutitated condition along the causeway linking Kayts to the
Jaiina city. Onc of them was S. Visvajothi Ratnam, alias Inpam,
of 27 years age and a social worker in his village Navaly belong-
ing to the Manipay electorate. He was one of the accused in the
Durayappah assassination case, but was acquitted after Court
tria] and since then had been leading a normal life,

At about 1 a. m. on 14 July Inpam’s father sleeping in the
front verandah of his hou:e woke up under the glare of a power-
ful torch flashed through the window by an uolawiliar figure
calling for his son “Inpam”. He opened the frent door. He
saw a number of men clad in khaki trouscrs and white banians,
but fully armed with revolvers and sten guns. They were not in
uniform «nd were without identity numbers. There were no
signs of a search warrant or an arrest order, unwanted para-
phernalia, after all, to enter a clerk-cum-farmer’s house in 2
small village in the Island’s Northern Penisula. The swaggering
men rushed in brusquely querying “where’s Inpam’® and as the
unsuspecting lad emeiged sleepily from the only room of the
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small house, the leader of the gang held him by his sarong and
informed the bewildered family that they were taking Inpam with
them. They did not take Inpam alone. They took fer company
Topam’s brother-in-law, 29 year oid Saravanamuttu Selvaratnam,
married to lnpam’s younger sister Ratna Ranee nursing their
only child — a five month old infant. Selvaratnam, with nc pre-
vious police record had returned home from Colombo, after
perfecting his travel documents, to bid goodbye before leaving
to Saudi Arabia to take up a job as welder. Fate, as the con-
cervative Jaffna man would put it, decreed otherwise. ‘That was
the last lnpam’s family saw of Inpam and his brother-in-law.
The next morning, news reached the anxious father about two
bodies lying along the Pannai (Jaffna-Kayts) causeway. He iden-
tified them as his son’s and that of his son-in-law, even though
they had been mutilated almost beyond recognition.

On the morning of Saturday 14 July 1979, Jaffna woke up
anaware of the furtive killings of yester-night. But soon ncws
began trickling in. Fishermen in the lagoon, the passengers in
the early morning buses plying the causeway, the motorists and
cyclists, all carried news of the ‘two bodies’ in whispers. But
more than a mere tale of two bodies was to come.

The same night, within two miles of Inpam’s house, in the
same village, another youth, 22 year old T. S. Balendra was
walked away from his home by four men, who appeared to be
from the Police, the pathetic pleas of the old mother and sister,
notwithstanding, He did not return home and is believ:d to be
dead.

Again on the same night, down Satanathar Kovil Road in
Jafina town, a group of armed men, not in any uniform, swoap-
cd on the abode of a poor astrologer named Sandrasegaram and
took away his two sons-in-law, S. Parameswaran and S, Rajes-
waran, two brothers married to two sicters, both daughters of
Sandrasegaram. Rajeswaran the older of the two, and a father
of a seven month old baby, was engaged in timber business on a
small scale for his living. His younger brother, a reserved and
quiet teetotaller, was a salt dealer of small proportions and he
left behind his pregnant wife. Both brothers are believed to have
been killed. Meanwhile the younger brother’s wife has given
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birth to a child, and no visitor to the astrologer’s house will fail
to be touched by the piteous sight of his two daughters with
infants in arms.

The sixth victim was lyathurai Indra Rajan of 54. Pt Pedro
Road, Jafina, a 19 year old son of a widow and a first year
Student at the Ayurvedic Medical College, Jaffna. He was
missing from 14 July and a worried mother went to My
V. Yogeswaran, MP Jaffna, and was informed that her
50m was in prison. But she could not see him until he was
admitted to hospital where he passed away on 21 July. Mecdical
examination revealed scveral injuries below the waist, a waound
above the nose, burnt marks on the face and partiatly pulled
out finger nails,

The TULF leaders in Colombo made representations to
President Jayewardene, alleging Police involvement in the kill-
ings of 13,14 night, Immediately the emergency regalation permit-
ting burial of dead bodies without judicial inquest was with drawn,
But already the President had unleashed the might of hjs army
on the Jaffna Peninsula. The dailies of 15 July carried the Pre.
sident’s arder, dated 12 July 1979 to Brigadier Weeratunga, to
“eliminate the menace of terrorism in all its forms from
the island, and more speciaily from the Jaffna district”. AJ) the
resources of the State were placed at his disposal. Three officials
in lafina, Mr Yongendra Duraisamy, Brigadier 5.1.C. Rana-
tunge and DIG L.D.C. Herath, were all ordered to give him the
necessary assistance,

The SLEP deputy leader Mr. Maithripala Senanaycke, Mp,
criticised the President’s directive in no uncertain terms,

“The directive issued by the President to the Commander of
the armed forces in Jaffna to climinate terrorism in all jis
forms before Decembr 315t 1979 is reminiscent of Adols
Hitler’s directive fixing a deadlinc for the final solution of
the Jewish problem. .- The problem of the Tamil Speaking
people in the North cannot be solved by military actiop..,...
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party......appeals to the governmenyt
even at this late stage to seek a political solution.’?17

17 1bid., €61 |43§.57,
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in defence of the government, Minister Anandatissa de

Alwis once again rosc to the occasion and endorsed the actiops
of Mr Jayewardene in the most eloguent terms, which we quote
below without comment:

«There was a time when from Sri Jayawardenapura, Kotte,
a prince called Sapumal, a great gencral, went forth and
conquered Jaffna by force of arms, and the whole of this
island was brought under one banmer ... This time too,
during this period called the Jayewardene Yugaya the history
will record that he shall unify the country and continue lo
have it unified, not by force of arms but by the force of
justice and unity inside this House and outside it, of all of
the people. Without it we shall achieve nothing.”1%

Be that as it may, Brigadier Weeratunga before he took off

(o Jaffna on his mission was briefed by President Jayewardene
interestingly in the presence of the Leader of the Opposition,
Mt A. Amirthalingam. MP, and the TULE President Mr M.
Sivasithamparam, MP. This is how Mr Sivasithamparam
described the meeting, in Parliament:

«sMr. Speaker, as soon as Emergency was declared and a few
deaths had occured in Jaffna—I shall not refer to them nor
w~ill other members because there is a Select Committee of
this House sitting on the matter—the Hon Leader of the
Opposition and I, at the invitation of his Excellency the
President, went and saw him. With him were the Hon. Prime
Minister and Brigadier Weeratunga, who was going to be in
charge of Jaffna as the Supreme Commanding Authority.

«His Excellency in very categorical terms told Brigadier
Weeratunga two or three matlers. Firstly, that when a
person is arrested, he should be arrested by a person of the
standing of not less than am Assistant Superintendent of
Police; secondly, that when a person is arrested, the rela-
tives of that person should be given the names and the
identity of the persons arresting him and thirdly he told
Brigadier Weeratunga, * 1 place the lives of the people
whom you take into custody in your hands. There shall be

= i o] L
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no third degree’. These were the very categorical terms that
his Excellency, the President, used to Brigadier Weeratunga
just before he lcft for Jaffaa to assume command as the
Supreme Authority.”" 19

Brigadier Weeratunga flew over to Jaffna, took wup
residence and assemed control on 17 July. Initially he
endeavoured to endear himself to the pcople. He visited the
homes of the victims of 13/14 night. Newspapers carried
photographs of the half clad Brigadier offering pooja at
prominent tempies in Jaffpa. But he had not been sent to Jaffna
to offer poojas to the various deities. His mission was clear: to
eliminate ‘“terrorism®>. 1le had been given a Presidential directive
in no uncertain terms, and that the mission was accomplished
to the letter and in the true spirit was proved by the events that
followed.

In the post 17th perfod, there were no killings, but arrcsts,
detentions and torture continued, Arrests took place indiscri-
minately and wantonly, and on a scale never seen before in
Jaffoa. Everyone of the President’s instructions regarding arrests
and detention was honoured mere in the breach than in the
observance by the service personnel carrying out the arrests.
On several occasions, if not in every instance, arrests were made
by security men in civils without revealing their identity,
standing, or even authority. The relatives were mever told wherc
the arrested person was being taken. People werce arrested on
the streets, at the work-places or homes. No home in
Jaffna or other Tamil areas was inviolable. The timing and
mode of arrests in most cases Were inexcusable and inexplicable.
People were taken into custedy as hostages: the relatives of
youth who were wanted and who were missing were taken in a-
hostages, until the wanted men surrendered to the military or
police authorities. Absolutely innocent persons were arrested by
mistake, misinformation or for the mere heck of if, kept in
custody, subjected to gruelling questioning, tortured in most
cases, and finally released without charges being framed against
them. Deliberate harassment was selectively meted out to those
involved in legitimate political activity in opposition to the

19. 1, supra. t.cli 513
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government. Arrests were made not only in the Jaffna district,
but in other Tamil areas and even in Colombo. Arrested persons
were taken overnight to Jafina in order to get legal coverage
under the emergency law operative in the Jaffna district.

Besides individual arrests, the security forces in Jaffna
carried out flushing out operations in the villages. On 21
August 1979, five villages in the Jalfua Peninsula, namely Vallalai
Jdaikkadu, Thampalai, Kathiripay and Pathamany North,
were surrounded [rom 10 p. m. in the night tih 2 p. m. the
following day by an army of soldiers and several navy men,
who bad arrived imposingly with machine guns and wircless
sets, in jeeps, trucks and armoured cars. A house to house search
was carried ont and finally an identification parade was held
in which the vouth of the villages were lined up and three
masked men (informers) pointed at 17 youths who were arrested
and taken away.

A week befors, on 14 August between 1 p. m, and 6 p. m.
a combined force of hundreds of police and army men surroun-
ded the Keat Farm and Dollar Farm at Nedunkerney and
arrested four men who had been doing volunteer work at the
farm. They had come there from the refugee camps after the
communal riots of August 1977.

Intensive ‘search operations’ to apprehend ‘terrorists’ were
carried out along the highways of Jaffra much lo the inconven-
ience and annoyance of the people. The sight of buses being
stopped on the roads, at any time of the day, and the passengers
alighting under orders with their hands raised, became quite
common ¢uring the emergency. Such ‘stop and search’® opera-
tions were not limited to buses only. Private cars were
stopped and searched, a practice that had started even before
the declaration of emergency. In one instance, a car in which
the Leader of the Opposition and some MP: were travelling
was stopped and searched. The police action was defended in
Parliament ‘behind a facade of legality’, under the Firearm
Ordinance, the Explosives Ordinance and the Offensive Weapons
Act!

The extent to which the jife of a Tamil man or woman was
in peril during the emergency, net only in Jaffna, but in any
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part of the country, could well be illustrated by the caseinvolving
the arrest of a Tamil lady, one Mrs Xavier of Longdon Place,
Colombo. It was 5 September 1979, a Poya Day, or the full moon
day of the month, the day reminiscent of Gautama’s enlighten-
ment. 1t was a monthly state holiday for meditation and prayers
by the majority Buddhists in the ceuntry. On such a solemn day
of religious significance the couple were walking back home at
about £.30 p.m., and when they werc just a few yards away from
iheir house, a car pulled up beside them. Four men jumped
out of the car. Three of them were in sarong and the fourth
was wearing a pair of sherts. Three mean carried the lady and
shoved her inio the car while the fourth pushed the husband onto
the read, and the car took off despite cries of protest from the
lady. The busband, a heart patient, thinking that his wife was
being kidnapped, ran to the Radio Station that was close by
and thep to the Cinnamon Gardens Police Station, where he
was told that his wife was at the Wellawatte Police Station.
Meanwhile, at the Wellawatte Police Station, Mrs Xavier was
not even permitted to speak over the phone to her anxious
children back at home. She became hysterical and was in
tears most of the time. Finally after her husband came, they
found out that she had been arrcsted as a ‘terrorist’ on a
mistaken identity. But that was not the end of this tragic
drama. They were not rcleased immediately with apologies.
Tnstead, fresh orders came from Jallpa, presumably from
Brigadier Weeratunga, and both of them were kept in custody
and taken o Jaffna the following afternoon. Fortunately, their
relations and friends were influential cnough to see that they
were taken in comfort and looked after well in Jaffna. Even so,
while in Jaffna, notwithstanding their shock and state of
mind, they were subjected to questioning for over one and a
half days in a manner that would have enabled the interrogators
to prepare complete dossiers not only on each of them but on all
those whe wers [riendly with them or related to them. They were
brought back ic Colombo at 11.30 p.m. on Saturday, after having
been in custedy for just under 72 hours. Mr & Mrs Xavier-were
singularly fortunate to have escaped physical torture, thanks to
the pressure their kinsmen were able to bring ou people in high
places, and alsv breause there was not a shred of evidence even
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to suggest any kind of so-called ‘tcrrorist’ involvement. [t is
learnt that subsequently the couple were summoned by the
President and offered apologies.

But there were several other victims of emergency no less
innocent, but who werc not fortunate to escape physical torture
and who did not become cligible for the overawina experience of
receiving apologies from a Head of State. The poor watcher at the
‘Regal Theatre® in Jaf(na, a youth named Tiruchelvam was such a
Tuckless victim. The only ‘offence® said to have been committed
by him was that he had, in the course of his normal duly, asked
some army officials to park their jecp outside the Theatre gates
to prevent congestion within. The next day he was taken away
and assaulted. Posters were pasted on his body, a placard planted
in the mouth and he was paraded through the streets of Jaffna
for about three to four hours and was finally compelled te kneel
down in front of a girls’ school with the posters still on his back
and the placard in his mouth intact.

Mr Sivanadiyar of Myliddy, was an unfortunate victim
who was arrested as a ‘hostage’ on account of his niece who
was supposedly evading arrest. A heart patient himself, he was
arrested for no offence committed by him and locked up along
with eight others in a cell roomy encugh for three, and ultiniate-
ly ended up with a paralysed hand.

Even Tamils who were supporters of the UNP government
were not assured of safety or security of life, as the experience of
Mr Rajendran eof Velvettiturai will prove. The unfortunate
man was one of those who, in the company of the Minister of
Fisheries, had ofiered pooja to the deities at the Nallur Temple
in Jafina on |7 September 1979, the birthday of President Jaye-
wardene. But on some petition being sent against him to the
Army authorities, he was taken in for questioning and was
finally released after confirming that he was by no means a
‘tiger’ or a ‘terrorist’. Howaver, he was ordered to report to the
Jaffna Residency every Tuesday. When he went to report he was
detained and assaulted. He was (ethered like a bull and pulled
around. The poor man fainted and on being relzased subse-
quently, he had tc enter hospital for treatment.
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The worst ordeal was experienced by those who were arrest-
cd and kept in custody at the Jaffna Residency. The Residency
became the abode of torture during the cmergency. The
numerous instances, the mode and intensity of torture and third
degree methods, were revealed in Parliament during the debate
on the emergency. Such instances included—

The relatively lighter form of tortyre by burning with a
lighted cigarette

Some victims had their hands and feet tied to a pele
spanning two chairs kept apart, and they were rotated
till they broke down or *confessed’.

Those who were kept in custody had chillie powder
appticd on the nose and other sensitive parts of their
body. Red ants were set on them until their sensitive parts
were bitten and consequently swollen. Victims were
beaten black and blue. They were made to hang from the
ceiling by their boot laces unti! the laces snapped and
they crashed to the floor

There was blatant violation of the United Natiouns stipula-
tions against the use of handcuffs, chains and other
restraints while apprehending persons. Those who were
arrested, while being transported from one place to another
in jeeps, were kept handcuffed to the roof of the vehicle.
Even after disembarking at the Residency, they were
kept chained to the posts and left to suffer in the solar
heat until they broke down and ‘confessed’.

Grimly reminiscent of the ‘Black Hole of Cajeutta® is a
cell in the Jaffna Police Station. In it hardly three persons
can be accommodated. But on one occasion, eight people
were kept inside and they were left with one botile of
water for drinking and ablutions. Some drank their
own urine when there was no water to drink.

The most shocking revelation from the prisoners was
about a military doctor who dutifully <tood in atten-
dance, while the arrested persons were tortured, and
gried halt when the victims had reached (ke limit of human



endurance. ‘Stop. You can continue tomorrow’. these
were the words that were used to be attered by the doctor,
who, as was stated in Parliament bad either ‘forgotten
the Hippocratic Qath ke togk’ or who thougnt ‘that the
Hippocratic Oath is in fact an oath of hypocrisy?,

It is not difficuit to see thatin the pame of “sliminating
the menace of terrorism®’, the people of Jaffna snd Tamils
elsewhere were being subjected to all manper of reprewion.
But what is important to noie is that both the objeciive and
the cuteome of this repression was the decimation of all legiti-
mate political opposition to the government, mainly among the
Tamils. After almost half an year of emegrgency ruls to
apprehend ‘terrorists’ every one in the country is still acog to
see who these ‘terrorists’ are. ‘Terrorists’ were not apprehended.
But every attempt was made to terrorise the Tamil people into
submission to the covernment, and to compe! them 1o abandon
their democratic right to determine in their own coliective wis-
dom the futare of their nationality group. Unlike in the past,
the government for whatever reason, but quite cleveriy, one might
say, left untouched the prominent TULF leaders, particularly
the Parliamentarians. They were not arrested or detained as they
were in 1961. The government chose to strike lower down at the
unknown sons of still more unknown fathers. These young men, in
the cynical assessment of the government,were the mwanipulators
who pushed and pulled the TULF puppets on the separatist string,

Emergency rule also meant the suppression of demwocratic
rights- the freedom of speech, the freedom of publication ete.
Press censorship was imposed in regard to activities in Jaffna.
Mr Yogendra Duraisamy functioned as Competent Authority
for press-censorship in Jaffna. As the Report of the MIiRJE
delegation to Jaffna put it.

““The press censorship was not being merely nsed to prevent
the spread of scurrilous statements or inflaramatory tumounrs,
It was being much more systematically uisd to prevent
responsible criticism of the government and to block out
news politically disadvantageous to the party in power.”

Such censorship was not confined only to publizations based
in Jaffna, but even the newspapers and journals printed in
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Colombo had to face censorship on the grounds that they were
in circulation in the Jaffna district. Apart from enforeed
censorship. the government controlled press and other pro-
government periodicals subjected themselves to self-censorship
and blacked out even legitimate marerial from publication. As a
matter of fact the initial press releases and statements of MIRJE
on the question of Emergency in Jaffna never appeared in the
leading newspapers.

Mr Amirthalingam wrote to President Jayewardene, regar-
ding the above instances of suffering experienced by the pcnp]e

of Jaffna and Tamils elsewhere. His statement in Parliament
in this connection is very revealing:

“In fact, Sir, when Emergency was declared on 1] July we
did not want to even protest, We waited for three months.
We did not want it to be said that sve were trying to disrupt
the investigation and apprchension of terrorist activities, In
fact, in the letter [ wrote to His Excellency on 19 September
1979, (almost on the day he returnad). T mentioned of a
desire not to interfere or even appear to interfere with the
investigations underway regarding the activities of the
so-called terrorists in the North., T desisted from making
representations against excesses committed by the in-
terrogators on persons taken for guestioning.’20

Besides Mr Amirthalingam, several individuals and organiz.
ations, both Sinhalese and Tamils, religious dignitaries and trade
union leaders, all the organizations represented in the MIRJE,
made representations and sent letters of protest to President
Jayewardene and other government leaders, The Roman
Catholic priests and lay organizations in the Jaffna Diocese
under the Bishop of Jaffna, protested to His Excellency
the President and the Government, abour the gross abuse of
Emergency powers in Jaffna:

““We are afraid that the present state of emersency and the
censorship of the Press appear to be m isused by the Army
and the Police to engage in terrorizing and humiliating acts
against innocent citizens and thereby giving occasion to
building vwp of furthcr tension. We, therefore, urge the
Government to lift the Emergency and restore normal con-
dsimm in the Jaf dlcmc' as in |.1e rest of fh(: fsland.™21

20. llml Cu] 968,
21 Ouniul in Parliament, thid., ol 012
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[n o sense. perhaps, it would be idle to complain about
execesses and abuses nnder the emergency rule. The Emergency
powers are seldon: used or abused in any other way thiin they were
used or abused as in Jaffna. After all the standing army and the
police of Sri Lanka are trained to indulge in violence and one
cannot expect anything different when powers are given to them:
But this much may be said in regard to the atrocities committed
on the people of Jaffna and Tamils clsewhere under the emer-
gency and that is that every one of those atrocities bore the clear
scamp of racism. This was inevitable considering the ethnic
composition of the police and the armed forces.

However. it would be pertinent to ask whether any
action was taken by the government on the complaints and re-
presentations made to it about the various acts in gross violation
of the law and in utter disregard of the clear Presidential instru-
ctions to the Brigadier, ironically by the very people in charge of
law enforcement. Of course, a Parliamentary Sclect Committee
was appointed to investigate the killings during the 13/14 night
of July 1979. But as Mr Amirthalingm chose to remark:

““When Police officers are killed, Emergency is imposed but
when citizens are killed Select Committees are appointed.’22

Minister Cyril Mathew once again defended the means
chosen to combat ““terrorism’ in Jaffna. During his spee-h in
Parliament on 4 October 1979, he was interrupted several times
by TULF MPs and this particular exchange between him and
Mr Amirthalingam is worth quoting:

Mr Cyril Mathew :

«Many people say that this government has delayed too
Jong in imposing an Emergency. Many people are blaming
the government for not taking this action earlier. We now
see that most acts of politiczl murders, murders of police-
men and informants have ceased after the Emergency swvas
imposed. People are able to walk freely in Jaffna now.
People can go about their business. not the terrorists.”

Mr Amirthalingam:
“That is a joke. They are walking freely with posters on
their backs! [ told you how the watcher of Regal Theatre
walked! 23

23, Ibid., Col. 984.
23, Tbid., Col 1015-16
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Speaking on behalf of the government, Mr T.B. Werapitiya,

Minister and Deputy Minister of Defence, said:
e Listening 10 ihe speecher of ihe hon. wembers of the
TULFE, I got the impression that some of those speeclies
were for lozal consumption while others were for fore-
ign consumption. Having got a report from some of the
officers working there, 1can say that the incidents enumerat-
ed by the TULF were exaggerated....... Tt was not infended
to barass the innocent people by the declaration of the
Emergency. 1t was done to establish law and order in the
Jaffna Peninsula, and this we propese to do with or without
your co-operation. In the process there may be excesses; |
will not deny that, When an operation of this magnitude is
undertaken, T am sure, there may be excesses and, as | said
earlier, strict action will be taken where such action has not
been justified.?"24

1t is not for us to say whether the Hon, Minister’'s speech
was intended for foreign or local consumption, nor are we aware
whethier the TULY spokesmen are capable of pushing live human
beings into the realni of the dead through verbal exaggerations!
The case of lndra Rajan who died after being in police custody,
with several injuries below his waist, was by no means an exagge-
ration, The cases of Mrs Xavier of Longdon Place, of Rajendran
of Velvettiturai, of Sivanadivar of Myliddy, of Tiruchelvam,
the Regal Theatre watcher, which we have referred to above, are
no exaggerations. As for the assurance that strict action will be
taken against those guilty of excesses, it remains to be seen.

Ironically, the most telling indictment of the government's
course of action in the Jaffna District, came, though indirectly,
from a conference of Jurists organized by the Law Asia in
Colombo while emergency was in force in Jaffna. The confe-
rence was presided over by Mr H. W. Jayewardene, one of Sri
Lanka’s most eminent lawyers and a brother of His Excellency
President J. R. Jayewardene, and was attended by Sri Lanka’s
lawyers including lawyer Members of Parliament and delegates
from Asian countries. The Resolution adopted at the conference
had the following 1o say on combating “*terrorism."

““Terrorism concerned some delegates and though acknow-
ledged as a problem it was said that the measures tiken to
combat terrorism should not themselyes violate human
rights.*? 25

24. Tbid., Col. 1017, 1021.
25, Quoted in Parliament. Ibid., Col. 976,
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The Aftermath

[n his directive to Brigadier Weeraiunga, President Jaye-
-wardene had fixed 31 December 1979 as the deadline *‘to
elimimate the menace of terrorism. . . . *'. Mr T. B. Werapitiya,
Minister and Deputy Minister of Defence, gave the assurance in
Parliament on 4 October 1979, that,

“When the criminal elements are controlled we. shall
certainly lift the Emergency. We do not propose to keep it
longer than is necessary. I can give that assurance . . . that
when it is not necessary any longer the Emergency will be
lifted. | hope that it will be before 31st December. whicl:
has heen given as the deadline™, 26

By the end of 1979, the government apparently was satisfied
that the emergency was not needed any longer and when the
new year dawned on Jsffna, che latter was no more under
emergency rule,

At the very ouiset we have raised the question whether the
declaration of emergency rule in the Jaffna District, was
necessary at all. In the subsequent narration of the background
events we went on to show that the emergency was the logical
outcome of two parallel, but complementary, developments
under the UNP Government. The latter’s betrayal of its promi-
-ses to solve the “Tamil problem?®® at suc:essive stages proceeded
hand in hand with the uninterrupted induction of chauvinistic,
anti-Tamil hysteria in the country, culminating in the ultimatum
on ““Eelam®’, followed by the emergency and military inter-
vention. It was un unmistakable manifestation on the pare of
the UNP government of its racially supremacist attitude towards

26, Ibid., Col. 1021,
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the Tamil minorities, its inherent reluctance to view them as
equal citizens, and its abhorrence of any c¢laim to equality on
the part of the Tamil speaking people, not to mention the claim
to the right of self-determination, including secession.

In conclusion, we can say that our assessment of the pre-
emergency situation remains valid, and that it is so is confirmed
by the events that took place during the emergency rule. We will
go further and say that the “‘problems of the Tamil-speaking
people® are not nearer any solution after the emergency than
they were before. If anything, they have only become more
intractable, And these are the ‘“problems’®, identified as such
by the UNP itself, and the ‘lack of a solution®* to which,
according to the UNP's own manifesto, made the Tamil-speaking
people *‘supporit even a movement for the creation of a
separafe state™,

We will also venture to say that while it is true that both
during the emergency rule and thereafter, there have been ne
acts of political violence directed against the state and pro-
government Tamil politicians, it is equally true that the
emergency has by no means eliminated the manifest and subter-
-ranean causes of such violence in the past. These acts of
violence were only the symptoms of a grave crisis but the
causes of violence remain intact and the crisis continues even
today, We will be guilty of suppression of truth if we do not
say that during the emergency rule too there were acts of political
violence, but directed against legitimate political opposition
and innocent citizens and administered by the state.

We feel urged to say that it will be a cynical travesty of
the true situation for anyone to claim in defence of the emer-
geney that as a result of the emergency ““the people are able to
walk freely in Jaffna. Again, if it 1s claimed on behalf of the
government that consequent to the declaration of emergency
““the menace of “‘terrorism' has been “eliminated”, we can
only say that the people are yet agog to see the concrete instan-
ces of this process of ““elimination®®. The people, for instance,
do not know whether ‘‘elmination of terrorism®* means the
apprehension of “terrorists”. If so, they are interested to know
who these ““terrorists'* are, The people are anxious to know
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whether at last the authorities are in a position to cxpose those
wha were responsible for the sensational and brutal killings that
took place in Jaffna and other ‘Tamil areas, boith before and
during the energency, and to have them prosecuted in a court of
law. But to-date there has been no intimation ol any such
arrests. From the newspaper reports one gathers that after the
lifting of the emergency 21 Tamil youths are held in detention,
under the Prevention of Terrorism Law, presumably for of fences
committed before July1979. No charges have been, as yet, framed
against them, but legal representations have been made on their
behalf, either to have them prosecuted in a court of law or to
release them forthwith. The simple question is whether emer-
geney rule and military intervention were required to apprehend
these 21 Tamil youths; whether it was necessary to convert
Jaffna into a veritable cauldron of torture before picking up 21
Young men who were not eyen evading arrest. There is a1 fur-
ther question in the minds of the people, 4s to whether those
responsible for the killings of 13/14 night of July 1979, too will
be apprehended and dealt with in accordance with the 1iw.

It was the position of the government on the eve of
cmergency rule that eradication of terrorism was the condition
precedent to working towards g political solution, The simple
question, again, is whether any steps are being taken by the
SUVernment even at the present moment, a full three months
after the lifting of the emergency, in the direction of an
amicible politizal solution.

In our view, politizal violence is the outgrowth of unresoly-
cd political questions, and the former cannot be stopped without
resolving the latter. 1t is not our intention here to suggest the
termis of such a solution or to stipulate the conditions under
whizh it could be worked out. But we deem it necessary to state
chat at the minimum it is necessary for any government grappl-
ing with the national question to be able to sschew manipulative
politics and armed repression as a means of solving the pro-
bicms of the minorities. The consequences of such a cure would
be far worse than the disease itself, as the experiences of
““Emergency °79* clearly show, As a matter of fact, the process
of “‘cure™ is not complete, for the **Prevention of Terrorism
Law?" is still in operation in the entire country, evenas the army
is still in oceupation in the Jaffna District.




Chapter 2
Seize The Time !

The terrorism unleashed by the state securily forces [rom
fuly to December 1979 in the Jaffna District and clsewhere has
i no way helped to resolve the problems of the Tamil-speaking
people. On the contrary, the brutal apnd repressive actions of the
police and the army during “Emergency *79% have made
it more difficult for the government to resolve ihese problems
amicably — through discussions and negotiations. The manner
in which the government in general, and certain ministers in
particular, have sought to justify their repressive policies, has
increased the distrust of Tamil people in the government, in
Sinhala political partics and leaders. Tt has reinforced the convie
tion of many who held the view that Tamils cannot secure
Justice and cquality in a state where the Sinhalesc have &
dominant position.

Many Sinhala politicai leaders, including Mr J. R. Jayewar-
dene, have publicly stated that they will not permit the <divi-
sion of the country’® and that they will us¢ any and every means
at their disposal to prevent such a division. Often the language
used and the tone adopted in their public pronouncements have
been inflammatory and designed to provoke communal temsion.
However, it is unlikely that intimidation, threats of even repres-
sion would in any way whatever deter thal section of the Tamil
masses, who feel that the establishment of a separate Tamil
state is the only solution to their problems.

This has been the experience of every country where the
majority has sought to imposc their “solution” on the minority
vationalities: Ireland, Cyprus, Palestine cte. Sooncr or later,
such repressive policies plunge the whole country into a prolon-
ged communal conflict in which the working masses of both

communitics are the major losers. A nation that oppresses
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another, that denies the minority nationality their basic human
and democratic rights, will never be able to cnsure peacc and
stability for very long, let alone establish a ** just* society.

Already the statc is squandering an enormous amount of
scarce resources to arm, equip and maintain the security foices.
In the event of a prolonged communal conflict, most of our
resources that we so badly need to feed and clothe our people
would be diverted to feed and lubricate the war machines of
both sides. Valuable lives of hundreds. if not thousands, of
people will be lost; men, women and children will be brutalized
and dehumanized.

Another possibility, which would be almost as ruinous
economically, and tragic in its human consequences, would be
an endemic situation of violence and counter-violence of the
kind that has existed for decades in countries like Northern
Ireland, owing to unresolved nationality problems.

The mischievous purveyors of chauvinist and communalist
propaganda, the power-hungry politicians who exploit the very
existence of the minority nation to seek and maintain power,
are not in the least concerned about the criminal consequences
of their pronouncements, actions and polivies. Some of them
may even believe that the oppressed minority can be always put
down and kept down without much cffort and cost. For the
vast majority of people - workers and poor peasants - who help
to produce the wealth of this country., communalist policies arc
millstones round their necks that hold back and retard human
progress. Communalist policies tend to divert the minds of the
toiling masses from their immediate and urgent problems; they
divide and weaken the forces of the vorking class and its allies:
and above all, they result in the waste and destruction of scarce
human and malerial resources so essential for our development.

The primary responsibility for preventing such a communal
conflagration and ensuring equality and justicc for Tamil
people lics with the people of the majority nation, ie. the
Sinhala people. Today, only the problems of the Tamil masses
of the Northern and Bastern provinces have come (o the fore.
Tomorrow, with the emergence of a new generation amongst the
plantation  workers of Indian  origin, hosts of unresolved
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problems will surface, eg. the denial of citizenship to plantation
workers and others who wish to live and work in this country;
denial of proper cducation, health and housing facilitics to
plantation people of recent Indian origin; and the imposition of
job quotas in plantations to these people. '

For too long now, most of us have permitted ourselves to be
duped by fraudulent claims of unscrupulous politicians who have
justified discrimination against, and oppression of, Tamil people,
on the grounds that this was necessary for the ‘“good of the
country,”” *‘to protect our heritage’® or to ‘‘ensurc employment
of our people.” In fact, such policies have in no way resolved
the preblems the people of this country have confronted, whe-
ther they be Sinhala or Tamil.

It is time that we say it loud and clear, that we are opposed
to all forms of discrimination practised against the Tamil people
by successive governments of this country.

It may be argued that, since this is a political problem
which requires a political solution, what we require is a political
party with the right policies. Unfortunately, today there appears
to be no one political party which could fulfil this task cffec-
tively. While MIRJE does not seck to build an alternative
political party it must become a broad-based organization, an
ongoing campaign, which seeks to win the hearts and minds of a
majority of working people in this country to a policy that
emphasizes the nced to end forthwith all discrimination directed
against the Tamil people. MIRJE must effectively counter ali
communalist propaganda and endeavour to build unity amongst
all working people in all communities at the grass roots level.
MIRIJE branches must be formed up and down the country. The
MIRJE programme must be taken Lo every nook and cranny, to
every workplace, plantation. school and home.

This is no doubt a formidable task. But if we are to prevent
violent and brutal communal conflicts, the brutalization of our
people and wastage of resources so cssential to the advancement
of our people, whether they be Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim or
Burgher, we have no alternative but to make every effort, lo
straip every sinew, to build MIRIE as a mass organization,



Monster of Communalism

It was, and is, the bounden duty of the secular political
parties to launch a vigorous mass campaign of popular cducy-
fion in the meaning and pratice of secularism. Net ouly have
they failed to do so but sonie of them, by adopting a policy of
accammodation towards the comnuinal minded parties just for
a share in political power, have even helped spread eommuna-
list among the people,

The picture is ne brighter when one turns to the trade
union movement, which is so resonant with slogans of class
solidarity and the rest. . . .

Therefore, wunless the political parties appreciate the
power of communalism and pluck up enough courage to fight
it, they will either have to turn connnunal themselves or be
buried undes the weight of conununal forces.

There is only eme reasen for the pusillunimity of the
political parties. It is far easier to gaiher the voles of any
community by exciting communal passions and ambitions, by
highlighting communal issues, by inventing a communal bogey.
Conversely, it is difficult to collect votes by rational appeal.
It is for this reason that the forces of communalism, casteism,
separatism, linguism, regionalism have been maklung long
strides forward. Unless the secular political parties take
courage and live up to their professions and make common
cause against the forces of disruption and division the future
iy preity dark.”

(From  “The Challenge of Nation Building” by
Jayaprakash Narayan).



Part 1l

The Movement for Inter-Racial
Justice and Equality






MIRJE: GENESIS, OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

Genesis

At 4 p. m, on Thursday, 18 August 1977, onc of the residents
of Satyodaya Centre for Social Research and Encounter, Kaudy,
was falking on the telephone to a friend. ““Let us thank our
stars®, the other residents heard him say, “Kandy has
been spared so far’*’. But not for long.

At 5 p. m. from the market area in Kandy there rose the
{irst smoke signals of what on the next morning would become a
conflagration that would spread to the entire town and its
environs. A Buddhist Monk, so the baseless story was bruited
about from fish mudalali to pavement hawker to casual porter,
had been cut up by the Tamils in the North and the pieces of his
torso gorily mixed with the breasts of Sinhala women had been
despatehed in fish boxes to the Kandy market.

The arson, pillage, assauits and murder began on that night
and spread like a forest fire on Friday morning. The Police
showed nonchalance, or partiality, or ineptitude, or a mixture
of all three. :

Satyodaya was immediately propelled into action. From that
date to this, there was to be no looking back on the inter-
communal issue. If there was ever a moment when the spirit
faltered, it was quickly overcome when the father of one
of the Tamil resident members of Satyodaya was cruelly
burnt to death in a shop in Wattegama, even as the home of his
mother was being completely sacked in Nattarampota by youths
from a neighbouring colony. Satyodaya stood by its bereaved
brother and his grief-stricken family, like a rock.

From that point the news came pouring in from all guarters
that Tamil estate workers? line-rooms were also being  attacked.
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Appeals for immediate relief - chicfly from esfates in the Central,
Sabaragamuwa and Southern Provinees - followed the news, The
appeals came over the telephone or were brought by frantic
fugitives to the Coordinating Secretariat for Plantation Arcas
which had been set up at Satyodaya in October 1974. The
Coordinating Secretariat itself had an interesting genesis which
has never been recorded and which, because of its direct connect-
ion with the future Movement for Inter-Racial Justice and
Equality, it is here opportunc o recall.

Satyodaya Centre began in Kandy in February 1972, At
that time, no one had any idea at all of its luture involvement
with issues of inter-communal relationships. [t was the Tirs
Land Reform Law of 1972, followed by the severe food shorta.
ges of 1973-74, that inexorably charted Satyodaya’s future
course. In company with several others, Satyodaya hailed Land
Reform as the fir:t decisive measure of the Government of the
day to deliver the nation from its secular bondage to foreign
power. Disillusionment came rapidly when socialist land reform,
prostituted on the altar of racialist obscurantism and political
self-interest, incited the Sinhala proletariat to drive Tanil estate
workers from their line-rooms on to the streets of towns like
Kandy. Gampola. Nawalapitiyva, Celombo. Where land reform
did not reach. the famipe did. For the first time in living
history, displaced people were seen in conditions of chronic
starvation upon our streets,

However sadly and hesitantly, Satyodaya began to talk and
write about the sitvation. Yet, it also went ahcad with what it
still thought was its own area of competent rcflection and
action: social change and religious culture.

50, between 4 and 6 May 1974 Satyodaya Centre organized
at Lewella, Kandy, a residential Marxist-Christian Dialogue,
For the after dinner-programme on the two nights of the
Dialogue, there were scheduled two informal talks: the first by
a leading Marxist activist and theoretician and the second by a
Bishop. The Marxist sent a last-minuie note of excuse. Caught
off their guard, the organizers finally decided to ask the LSSP's
Hector Abhayavardhana, who was a participant, to come to their
rescue, Mugoanimously Hector agreed, With not more than a



few minutes for preparation, he said he would talk on what he
thought was the country’s gravest social problem at the time.
This, he said, was the existing situation of the estate workers.
Hector, speaking like a prophet inspired, summarized his talk in
the statement that the liberation of Tamil estaie workers from
their own real, material alienation was thc necessary pre-
condition of the liberation of all the people of the country from
their general, socio-histerical alienation.

As follow-up to the Dialogue, shorily alter, some partici-
pants issued a Statement entitled, “Integrate the Plantation
Waorker!” The concluding paragraphs were as follows:

“The purpose of this Statement is therefore to involve as

many as possible in the ways open to each one in the fight

for justice for the plantation worker, and at the same time
in the fight in the interests of clementary humanity and in
the interests of the New Sociely. This must be everybedy’s
fislit, So we ask the Buddhist monks to advance in their
defence, the Chrisdan and other priests and religious people
to speak and 1o act decisively, the Sinhala teachers and
ayurvedic physicians to raise their voie. Every socialist
worthy of his principles must join the fight (o end injus-
tice on the estates and do so as a part of the broader
movement of social reform now taking place in the country.

Finally, it is our purpose to ask voluntary organizations to
do all that they can in this field and we ask everyone who
can to help them. Above all, it is our purpese to urge the
Government to act in this most crucial period of our
couniry's forward march®’, 1!

To achieve some of these purposes, Satyodaya convened in
Kandy on 17 October 1974 a mieeting of more than twenty
voluntary organizations$ that had manifested concern about the
situation in the plantation arcas in ihe aftermath of land
reform and food scarcity. At the end of the day the members
present set up the Coordinating Secretariat for the Plantation
Areas and the Secretariat was asked to begin functioning [rom
Satyedaya, The word *areas’ was deltherately chosen to include

Voo Sumar Dayid, Paul Caspersz et al. Satvedaya, No. 19, September [674
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in the concerns of the Secretariat borh the workers on the estates
and the peasants in the villages of the plantation districts of the
country.

The main objective of the Coordinating Secretariat was,
therefore, a patient, uphill struggle for justice for the estate
workers and for the 8inhala peasants in the plantation areas
who, since they also belonged to the class exploited and oppres-
sed by the plantation system, should have been the patural
allies of the Tamil estate workers in the common struggle for
justice.

By 1977 the Secretariat realized that the union of voluntary
groups with only occasional reference to the trade unions was
not enough. So with the assistance of the Christian Workers
Fellowship, the Secretariat held in Colombo three Consultations
with the Trade Unions. Then came the General Plections in
July and the bleody racial violemce of August [977. The
Secretariat went directly to the rescue of over 2600 estate
families, attacked for the only reason that they were Tamils.
That they were estate Tamils who knew little or nothing about
the politics of the Northern and Eastern Provinces was imma-
-terial. Much more than the Tamils of the North and East,
because they were so much the more helpless and exposed in
their helplessness, the estate people became the victims of
pillage, arson, and murder.

There followed in 1978 and in early 1979 three Consulia-
-tions in Kandy with trade unions and othor organizations. At
these Consultations varicus actions were initiated to secure
justice for the estate workers and the peasants, chiefly in the
Central Province. It was further discerned that. for greater
effectiveness—since the problems had national dimensions - the
Kandy unions and organizations should meet again together
with unions and organizations based in the capital city,
Colombo.

Consequently, on & April 1979 the Secretariat called a
General Consultation in Colombo. It was at this Geperal
Consuliation that the idea of a national movement for inter-
racial justice was mooted for the first time. Furthermore, the
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participants decided to address & letter to the Press Council,
deploring the current racialist propaganda in the Press. A copy
of the letter was senl to the President, who acknowledged
receipt through his Secretary, The Press Council also acknow-
ledged receipt and promised a further communication which
has still not been received. Appendix A contains the relevant
documents.

The next Colombo Consultation was held on 1 July 1979.
It began with a discussion of the growing conflicts and tensions
between the Tamil workers and the Sinhala peasants in the
plantation areas and ended with a full discussion of the danger-
-ous nation-wide racialist trends of which the iensions in the
plaatation areas were only an effect or a symptom. Jt was
agreed, therefore, that no real solution could be found to the
problems without a pelitical answer to the National Questien
of majority-minorities relationships.

On 20 July 1979 another Consultation was held again in
Colombo. At least in retrospect, it proved to be a momentous
one for three reasons. First, the idea of a natfonal Movement,
born at the two prcvious Consultations, was unanimously
accepted. The Movement would be a broadbased one, compri-
sing voluntary organizations, trade unions and political parties.
The full autonomy of each party, union, crganization would be
guaranteed and safeguarded. Membership of the Movement
would be on the basis of agreed opposition to racialism and of
common commitment - to be actualized in its own way by each
member group - to inter-racial justice and equality.

Secondly, the Consultation issued a Statement, signed by
the representatives of various political parties, trade unions and
other organizations, demanding the lifting of the Emergency in
Jaffna, condemning the repressien of the people of the North
by the police and the armed forces, and condemning the so-
called Anti-Terrorist law., The then Compstent Authority
refused clearance for press publicatien at the time., The State-
mient appears in Appendix B.

This Statement - the first to be issued by a public body
after the Emergency was declared - had an electric effect on the
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unions and on political parties. On 10 September the Joint
Trade Union Aciion Committee (JTUAC), accepting proposals
made to it with conviction by the Ceylon Mercantile Unicn
and the Communist Party Unions, included, in the agenda for
the mass meeting at Hyde Park planned for 20 September,
pretest against

‘the enactment and bringing into operation of the so-called
“Prevention of Terrorism” Act throughout the country,
and the imposition of a State of Emergency iz the Jaffna
district, both of which are fresh eneroachments upon the
democratic rights and civil liberties of the people’.

In fact, at the mass rally at Hyde Park on 20 September, at
which the Lanka Sama Samaja Party and the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party were also represented by their unions, the protest against
the Terrorism Act and the Jaffna Emergency was clear, vehement
and wnanimous.

Thereafter, on 24 September the joint communique of the
Five Parties - Revolutionary Marxist Party, Nava Sama Samaja
Party, Communist Party of Sri Lanka, Lanka Sama Samaja
Party, Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna - adopted the same position
as MIRJE had done in its Statement of 20 July,

The Sri Lanka Freedom Party following in the wake of its
unions, voted in Parliament on 4 December 1979 against the
renewal of the Jaffna Emergency.

Thirdly, the Consultation of 20 July 31979 has historic
importance as it decided to send a fact-finding Delegation to
Jaffna to determine the true state of affairs subsequent to the
to the emergency made operative by the government on 13
July. On 30.7.79, as soon as it left Jaffna, the Delegation sent
a letter to the President of the Republic with copies to the
Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition, apprising him
of illegalities committed by the Police in the North, asking for
an impartial investigation, and effective immediate protection
for potential witnesses against the Police. The receipt of this
letter was formally acknowledged by the Private Secretary of
the President on 8.8 1979. Both letter and acknowledgement of
receipt are published as Appendix Cl.
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On behalf of the D legation, one of its members, Dr
Kumar David, also issusd a Report which was tabled and read
at a Consuliation of the Movement on 10 August 1979. The
Report is published unabridged and unamended in Appendix C2.
At this Consuliation the Movement was given its full name,
Movement for Inter-Racial Justice and Equality, with the
shortened form, MIRIJE.

On 25 August 1979 MIRJE issued a Press Release based
upon its decisions at the Consultation of 22 August (cf. Appen-
-dix D). On 19 October 1979 the Draft Constitution was
discussed and amended at a Consultation of the general bedy.
On 7 December 1979 the Amended Draft Constitution with a
few minor amendnients was formally and unanimously adopted
at a General Meeting in Colembo. It is reproduced as Appen-
dix F. On this day the Moy.ment for Inter-Racial Justice and
Equality became a fully fledged national movement with a
Constitution, headguarters in Colombo, a Branch in Jaffna and
incipient Branches in Kandy, Kurunegala and Ratnapura.

Objectives

The Constitution sets them out clearly as follows:
The aims of the Movement shall be to promote inter-racial
justice and equality, in accordance with the following
principles:

|. Equality of all rights among the various racial and
linguistic groups in the country.

2. Opposition to communalism and racial injustice and
discrimination in all their overt and covert forms,

3. Opposition in the area of inter-rzcial relationships to
all anti-democratic policies and procedures of govern-
ment, all vepressive legisiation and repressive action of
the security forces.

4. Upholding in the areca ef inter-racial relationships of
democratic and civil rights and buman liberties.

5. Upholding of the rights to full and free citizenship of
all the people of this country, including the Tamil
people on the plantations and elscwhere.
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6. Opposition to racial discrimination against estate
workers and others in the fields of employment,
educatien, bousing and bealth

7. Fostering the union of workers and peasants of all races
in the struggle for inter-racial justice and equality.

The scope of MIRJE is both narrewer and broader than
that ofa civil rights vigilance group or of a political organization
for the defence of human rights. Tt is narrower as it i¢ restricted
to the area of inter-racial relationships. It is broader as it seeks
to be a national movement of percons and organizations-
voluntary societies, trade unions, religieus groups, political
parties-who come together for specific purposes on the basis of
agreement to eschew racialism and communalism snd on the
basis of commitment to the geoals of justice and equality,
especially for those who at a particular point of historic tims
are most evidenily the victims of racial injustice and
discriminatory treatment.

Activities

Not muny months have elapsed since MIRJE got its
name and Constitution. These months have been spent in
discovering its specific identity, in clarifying itz objectives,
and in testing both identity and objectives, in certain well-
defined situations.

The sending of the fact-finding Delegation to Jaffra and the
subsequent Report of its findings have already been mentioned.

In Jaffna on 30 July 1979 the Delegation met with nearly
one hundred persons, representing various political parties,
trade unions, r{.llgtous groups, student societies and voluntary
organizations, and set up a Branch of the Movement,
Relentlessly, from that date, MIRJT (Northern Branch) has
been, as it was indeed natural to expect, in the forefront of the
programme for inter-racial justice and equality.

The most significant single achievement of the Northern
Branch of MIRJE so far has been the full.d day progremme in
Jaffoa on 9 December 1979, the eve of the 31st Anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The sepsitive



reporting of the proceedings in the Lanka CGuzrdisp of 1 Januvary
1980 is reproduced, with the kind permission of ile Editor, as
Appendix E.

Four young men were arrested by the Policz in Jaffrna omn
the night of 7 December for pasting public posters announcing
the celebrations of the 9th December. They were released upon
submissions made by the leaders of the Jaffua Branch only in
the afterncon of the §th. Despite the arrests and tke lock-up
and other difficulties, the rare determination and courage shown
by MIRJE in organizing 2 Human Rights Day in Jaffna was
not merely the exuberant flack of the brilliant youthfulness of
MIRJE. Since then the campaign to maks both Human Rights
and their violations krown, to uree that the government of the
country makes legal and binding its acceptence of the Universal
Declaration of Human Riglits (in the manner of many other
countries) has continued unahated in the Morth. MIRIE is
becoming there—and, hopefully. soon, elsewhere too=—the morzl
voice of the people, demanding no political power for it 1f, but
justice and equality for all, especiclly for those humble people
who are powerless to protest ggainst police and army intrusions
into the sanctity of their komes and have no friends in high
places to save from humiliation, harassment and torture those
members of their families who are ““picked up* by the Police
and the Forces.

Groups of varying sizes and of varying levels, inspired by
MIRIJE or working in collaboration with it, bave met in various
places to counter racialist propaganda and to promote the ideals
and achievement of inter-racial justice. A nation-wide member-
ship drive is in progress.

On 27 October the Movement organized a Seminar at the
headquarters of the Ceylon Mercaatile Union on the subject of
the National Question and its Socialist solution. There was
broad agreement that the Tamils of the North and East have the
right of self-determination and hence the right of secession,
However, it was also agreed that the acknowledgement of the
right of a national minority to secede does not imply that
separation 1s always the best solution.

On 15 February 1980 MIRJE organized a Seminar in
Colombo on Citizenship and Repatriation. Both questions werc
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diccussed in depth with special reference to the rights of Tamil
estate workers of recent Indian origin and in the context of the
repatriation agreements between the Prime Ministers of Tndia
and Ceylon.

At the end of the discussions the following «onclusions were
reached without a single dissent:

(1)

(2}

(1)

(H

o
—

All persons of recent Indian Origin on the plantations
and elsewhere, if they so desire it, should be given full
rights of citizenship. If the Indo-Ceylon Agreements
(of 1964 and 1974) are an obstacle to the granting of
Sri Lanka citizenship to al! who ask for it, they should
be revised or abrogated.

All distinctions between registered citizens and citizens
by descent <hould be immediately abolished.

I'n all matters regarding employment, land settlement,
ete., whether on the plantations or eisewhere, all
discriminatory circulars and regulations restricting rights
and opportunities to citizens should be immediately
withdrawn, in accordance with Section 14 (2) of the
Second Republican Constitution.

Those who have obtained citizenship by registration
should be entitled to obtain certified duplicate copies of
such citizenship upon application for such duplicate
copies,

We request all political parties, trade unions, voluntary
organizations, religious groups to actively espouse the
cause of [ull and free citizenship for all the people of
this country who desire Sri Lankan citizenship.

This Seminar served to recall the national Movement for
Inter-Racial Justice and Equality to its origins in a smaller
Jrass-roots movement whose concern still remains the exploited
labour that inhahits the plantution areas of our counfry.
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Coordinating Secretariat for
Pluntation Areas
30 Pusbpadana Mawatha
Kandy,
8 April 1979,

The Chairman and Members

Press Council of Sri Lanka

Dear Sirs,

We wish to draw the altention of your Council, as the body
statutorily charged with the repulation of the Press in Sri Lanka,
to the alarming and dangerous situation which is being created
by racialist propaganda in the Press, and by tendentious news
reporting of a character that will inflame racialist sentiments
and accentuate conflicts between the Sinhala apd Tamil speak-
ing people of this country.

A number of ncws-sheets and smaller papers specially
devoted to racialist propaganda has recently come into cxistence
both in Sinhala and in Tamil. However, the greatest threat to
peaceful relations between the Sinhala and Tamil speaking
people arises from the fact that the three big newspaper groups
in the country have, in the last few months, adopted the more
insidious but cven more dangerous policy of highlighting
racially inflammatory stories in their news columns, through
their mode of reperting, display and choice of headlines, We
cannot believe that these practices are accidental or unc onscious,
sincc we have often chscrved that the same news story is given a
varying communal slant in newspapers in different languages
published by the same group. As one example, we wish to refer
to the reporting of the proceedings of the Sansoni Commissicn,
which in the case of many uewspapers is such as to provoke
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and excite communal feelings on beth sides, which is not, we
presume, the purpose on which the Commission itself is
expending its Jabours,

VWe fear that with the approach of the forthcoming local
government eloctions, this kind of communally mischievous
and ioflamunatory reporting and propaganda in the Press is likely
to increase in velune and intensity. This may bave especially
serious consequences in the plantation areas and other parts
of the country, where Sinbala end Tamil spraking pecple live in
close prozimity to each other. Unless these tendencies are
checked, the Press may be the principal, immediate cause of
another outbreak of racial conflict.

We urge you o ute whatever influence and authority yeu
possess to excreise restraints on the Press in respect of a matter
which iz likely to inflame racial feeling. We wish to observe
that a special responsibility exists in the case of the two
newspaper groups which are controlied by the State.

Ve request that you grant us an interview at which we can
produce before you documentary evidence from the Press to
cuybatantiste what we have said in this letter. Any communica-
tion in this re:pect can bz sent to Fr Paul Caspersz at the above
address.

Yours faithfully
{sgd; Paul Caspersz {sgd) Reggie Siriwardenc

{Coordinating Secretariat for (Human Rights Organization)
Plantation Ar¢as)

On behall of:

M. Tampoe Democratic Workers Congress
Indika Gunawardena Human Rights Organization
Oswia Fernando United Federation of Labour
Jeffrey Abayasekera Christian Workers Fellowship
Jayaratne Maliyagoda Lanka General Services Union
A. T. Alphonsus Hatton Social Action Centre
Licnei Bopage Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
Charles Abayaseksra Social Scientists Association

C. V. Veiupillai National Union of Workers
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A, C. Emmanuel Socio-Economic Training :
Institute, Kandy
Ariyawamsa Gunasckera All-Lanka Peasants Congress
Anna Abavasekera Christian Workers Fellowship;
Plantation Service Committee
Linug Jayatilake Janatha Viyaparaya
Kusala Abhayavardhana Service Civil International
Wickramabahu Kacunarate: L. 8. S, P. New Leadership
L. Shanthi Kumar Malayaha Makkal iyakkam
(Planiation People's Movement)
R. Chandramohan Ceylon Plantation Workers
Union
V. L. Percira Hill Country Youth Assembly
Kumari Javawardena Kantha Handa Sanvidhanaya
3. Balakrishman Coordinating Secretariat for
Plantation Areas
Milton Perera Satyodaya
P. Vajiraguana Thero Samajavadi Bhikku Peramuna

copy to: H. L. The President of Sri I anka

Coordinating Sectetariat for
Plantation Areas
30, Pushpadana Mawatha
Kandy

His Excellency 9 April 1979

The President of 511 Lanka

Dear President

Several trade unions and worker and peasant crganizations
met in Colombo yesterday under the auspices of the Secretariat
and resolved to alert the Press Council about the increasingly
disturbing communal line ia the Press of our country. It was
decided to do this by way of a letter to the Press Council of
which we thought it useful to send a copy to Your Excellency :o
that the Press, through your high offices also, far from using
its power to foment inter-communal unrest, will do its utmost
for the cause of inter-communal peace and justice

Assuring you of the fullest cooperation in the task of
national development of which inter-communal peace is so
necessary a condition, and with my personal respectful regards.

Yours very sincerely
{agd} (I'r) Paul Caspersz, 5. J.
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Telephone Nos. 87581, 87582, 87488 37. Keppetipola Mawatha
Colombo 3.
April 11, 1979.

Mr Paul Caspersz,

Coordinating Secretariat for

Plantation Areas,

30, Pushpadana Mawatha,

Kandy, |

Dear Sir,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated
April 8, 1979, addressed to the Chairman of the Sri Lanka
P'ress Ceuncil and to inform you that a further communication
will follow.

Yours faithiully,
(sgd) Secrctary,
Sri Lanka Press Council

My No. 315/1/Misc.
Republic Square,
Colombo 1

16th April 1979,

Rev. Fr. Paul Caspersz, 5. J.,

Coordinating Secretariat for
Plantation Areas,

30, Pushpadana Mawatha,

Kandy.

Dear Rev. Sir,

1 am directed by His Excellecncy the President to acknow-
-ledge receipt of your letter daied 9th April 1979 informing His
Lxcellency that several trade unions and worker and peasant
organisations met in Colombo recently under the auspices of
the Co-ordinating Secretariat for Plantation Areas and resolved
to alert the Press Council about the increasingly disturbing
communal line in the Press of bri Lanka.

Yours faithfully,
(s2d) Secretary to the President



Appendix B

MOVEMENT FOR INTER-RACIAL
JUSTICE AND EQUALITY

The following organisations and persons meeling in

Colombo today, 20 July 1979,

(1)

(2)

(3)

1

'_.'.a.:.[-\'-

A

1

5

10,
.
12
13,
14.
15.
16.
7/

demand that the State of Emergency imposed on the Jalfna
District be lifted immediately,

condemn the repression of the people of the North by the
police and armed forces,

condemn the so-called Anti-Terrorist Law as an attack on
the democratic rights of all the people of Sri Lanka and
demand its repeal.

Aggamahapanditha Randombe  Eksath Bhikshu Peramuna,

Gnanaratae Thero Anuradhapura
Pahamune Panakasihe Thero Eksuth Bhikshu Peramuna,
Abayasekera Annathaie Kurunegala
Abayusckera Jeffrey Christian Woikers” Fellowship
(Plantations Service Committee)

Alles M.
Alphonsus A. T, Hatton Social Action Centre
Arasaratnam K. D. Service Civil International
Balakrishnan §, Coordinating Sccretariat for

> - Plantation Arcas
Bopage Lionel , Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
Candarpa Shirley
David Kumar Janatha Tharunayo
Devananda Yohan All Laoka Peasants® Congress
Fernando Oswin United Federation of Labour
Ga jasinghe Lakshman | Christian Workers’ Fellowship
Gunasekera Ariyawamsa All Lanka Peasants’ Congress
Hewabatage Premapala Janatha Sangamaya

Jayaratne Qsmund . Lunka Sama Samaja Party



18, Jayawardena Kumari

19, Karunaratne Wickramabahu
20. Kern Rienzie

21. Malivagoda Jayaratne

22, Mallawa Aratchehi 1d. S
23. Nagaratosm 8, T. N.

24. Nanayakkara Vasudeva
25. Pereira ¥ L.

26. Renganathan I,

47, Banmugathasan N.

28. Sathasivan K.

29, Seeladasa L. I3,

30. Seneviratna G, dusil
31. e Silva Allenson

32. Suthanthiraraj P

33. Tampoe Bala

34, Tampoee M.

33. Weerakoon Bissanayake
36. Wiiesinghe D, Vernon
37. Wimalapala k.

— Ol —

Kautha tanda

LSSP (MNew Leadership)

Student Christian Movement
Lanka General Services Union
Marxisi Youth Front

Mass Movement for Eradication
of Untouchability

Unitled Federation of Labour
Hill Country Youth Assembly
Red Temil Movement

Ceylon Communist Party
Arazanks Eluthuvinaignar ba
Elisath Kamkaru Samithiva

Christitian Workers Movement
(Colembo Diocese)

Plantution Peoples' Movemint
Revoluitonary Marxist Party
Pemocralic Workers Congress
Lanka Guru Sangamaya

Ceylon Mercantile Union

Nava Lanka Communist Farly

(sgd) Paul Caspersz (Coordinating Secretariat for Planta-
tion Areas, hairman), Reggie Siriwardena (Human Rights
Organizationy, Gamini Dissanayvake (Journalist), M. ldroos
(Janatha Viyaparaya), Rajan Philip Piliai, Patrick Fernando
(Japatha Sangamaya), L. Shanthi Kumar (Plantation Peoples’
Movemsnt).

being members of the Provisional Committee

30, Pushpadana Mawatha,

Kandy (Tel: 2955) 20 July 1979

N. B, With a view to publication of the above in Sstyodaya
Bulletin, of which I am editer, 1 am sending the abowve
to the Compelent Authority or clearaace,

Kandy, 23.7. 1 Paul Casperoe
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Appendix C 1

Tel: 2955 Movement for Inter - Racial
Justice and Eguality
30, Pushpadana Mawatha
Kandy
Joth July 1979

1is Excellency

The President of 5ri Lanka

Dear President

The Movement for Inter-Racial Justice and Pquality was
inaugurated in July this year at a meeting in Colombo of 93
organizations and individuals. 1t was there held to be necessary
to send a representative group from the Movement to assess
impartially the situation in the North in the context of the
Emergency declared by your Government. The undersigned are
the members of this Fact-finding Group and are addressing
ourselves to you on the basis of our on-the-spot findings in the
Jalfna Disirict,

We are compelled to bring to your notice our conclusion
that one or more groups of Police officers and men committed
illegal acts in an organized manner on the night of July 13/14.
We are now satisfied that several persons were abducted, tortured
and in some cases murdered by the Police. Some of these persons
are in prison or in hospital with grievous injuries while the fate
of some others is still unknewn.

The concern of our Movement for justice compels us, as
members of its Fact-finding Group, to ask you to appoint
immediately an impartial investigating body empowered Lo assess
the evidence and i1ake action against those officers and men
found to be guilty. We are prepared to assist such an investiga-
ting body by submitting to it the results of our inquirics.
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We also ask you tc proceed without delav to the re-structur
-ing of the Police in the North in regard to its ethnic
composition and answerability to the people with a view to
forestalling the continuance of police violations of the law.

Finally, with all the earnestness of which we are capable,
we ask you to take immediate and immediately effective steps 1o
protect the lives and property of those who may be regarded
as potential witnesses against the Police.

Yours faithfully

(Sgd) Fr Paul Caspersz, Dr Kumar David, Gamini Dissanaike.
Rajan Philip Pillai, Jayaratne Muliyagoda, S, Balakrishnan,
Sevaka Yohan Devananda

¢, ¢. The Prime Minister
The Leader of the Opposition

Private Secretary to the
President
Republic Square
Colombo |
5.8 1979

Dear Sir

I am directed by His Excellency the President to acknowled-
-ge receipt of your letter dated 30.7.79, the contents of which
have been noted,

Yours Faithlully

(sgd) Private Se retary
Mr, Paul Caspersz, S.J.
30. Pushpadana Mawatha,
Kandy,
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Appendix C 2

MOVEMENT FOR INTER-RACLAL
JUSTICE AND EQUALITY

Report of the Delegation to Jiffna.

Read cut and tabled ar the General Meeting of 10 August 1979,
Introduction

The firs¢ meeting at which the organizations present decided
to constituje themselves into acontinuing provisional movement,
namely the meeting of 20 July 1979, decided also o send to
Jaffna a fact-finding Delegation to determine the true state of
affairs subsequent to the declaration of a State of Emergency
by the governnient on 13/14 July 1979. In pursuance of this
decision a  Delegation comprising Paul Caspersz, Yohan
Devananda, Rajan Philip Pillai, Gamini Dissanaike, Jayaratne
Maliyagoda, S. Balakrishnan and Kumar David visited the
Northern Provim e, mainly Jaffna and its environs, from the
2&th to the 31st of July 1979. The delegation met eye-witnesses
and members of bereaved families, religious leaders and political
leaders of several persuasions, Members of Parliament, students
and staff of the Jaffna University, trade unionists and severil
concerned citizens. Our findings are as follows.

General Situation and Attitudes

In the first two or three days after the declaration of the
Emergency, the Police and, to a lesser extent, the Army had
indulged in a certain amount of irresponsible hooliganism. Some
youths had their beards shaved or long hair removed or humiliat-
cd in other ways. Two passing cyclisis had been shot at just for
the heck of it and one of them injured. Large numbers of voung
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men had been picked up from their homes or from public places

like the bus stand for questioning - perhaps over o hundred - and
perhaps half of them had not as yet been released as at the time
of our departure from Jaffna. The intimidation of people on
the roads had ceased after a few days. uind by the time of our
visit there was no conspicuous Army or Police presence in (he
hazaars, junctions or roads.

The attitude of nearly all of the seneral populace was one
of fear and uncertainty. The events noted above and, more impor-
tantly, certain events to be deseribed below had driven fear deep
into most ordinary citizens, There was resentment at the
declaration of Fmergency whith was viewed a5 an unjustified
and wanton blow at the democratic rishts of the people.
The so-called campaign by the state to wipe out {errorism
was seen to be an excuse to humiliate the Tamil people.
to subject them to harsh military police repression  and
to deny them basic democratic rights cuch as the right to
publish and the right to protest. It is our surmise that the
general feeling in Jaffna was shanging gradually from one of
fear and uncertainty to one of resentment ai the humitiation
inflicted and one of anger at the reprassion imposed on the Tamils
by the government. There was real concern about the danger
posed to demowratic tights by the gevernment’s acticn. For
example, the press censorship was not bzing merely used to
prevent the spread of scurrilous statements or inflammatory
rumours. It was being much more systematically used to prevent
responsible criticism of the government and to black out news
politically disadvantageous to the party in power. An example of
the latter was that a Tamil paper sympachetic to the TULFE was
prevented from publishing the speech of Minister Devarayagam
in Parliament when he introduced the so-called Anti-Terrorist
Rill. The only conceivable reason for censori a Tamil UNP
cing a speech

24

Minister’s speech much have been that i n
intended to make the government popular with the Sinhalese he
naturally must huve made a speech that would make the govern-
ment party unpopular with the Tamils. This type of scli-censor-
ship we believe is a unique invention in the art of polificil
propaganda,
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The Events of the Night of 13/14 July

Three young men died. There is reason to belisve that two
more have also died although their bodies have not been found,
and one more person is missing and ic presumably dead. Five
of these psrsons were abducted under almost identical circums-
tances while one person was admittedly picked up by the Police
under eircumstances that are still not properiv explained. The
common modus operandi in relation to the five persons who
died or are persumed dead under ‘“mysterions’ circumstances is
now described. The general modus operandi, which is closely
similar in all the cases, iz described in its geaneral form, and
specific details are deliberately omitted from this report for very
obvicus reasons

The drama commences between 1a. m. and 3a.m in
the morning, Between four and fifteen men, in the different
cases, carrying powerfu! torches and armed with suveral revol-
vers, puns and machine.guns arrive at the home of a young man,
They are sometimes clothed in khaki trousers and white banians
and sometimes in uniform but without identification numbers.
Wherever they speak a few words it is like a Sinhalese person
speaking Tamil in the opinion of several independent persons.
They collect the person whom they want and cometimes another
young man in the houschold as well after having introduced
themselves as the Police but also requesting the inmates not to
switch on the lights. Tn ali the cases the members of the house-
hold have not the slightest doubt that the callers were indeed
the Police. The victims and the abductors then drive off in jeeps.

The next morning members of the family aided by Members
of Parliament, lawers and others commence the search. The
Police stoutly deny any knowledge of arrest, abduction or
custody. Their uniform story is, “We know nothing about it:
we had nothing to do with it”, Two bodies horribly toriured
and mutilated were found by the readside. One person died in
the custody of the Prisons Department.

Such in hroad outline is the recurrent patterr.
This, and the wealth of detailed and telling specific evidence
that has been brought to our notire, but which cannot be



reported here in detail, has brought about in the seven of us ihe
unanimous conviction, which we phrased as follows in our letter
to the President:

““We are compelled to bring to your notice our conclusion
that one or more groups of Police officers and men committed
illegal acts in an organized manner on the night of July 13/14.
We are satisfied that several persons were abducted, tortured
and in some cases murdered by the Police. Some of these persons
are in prison or in hospital with grievous injuries while the
fate of some others is still unknown”.

Not only the mutilated condition of the bodies but also the
injuries that have been inflicted on those in prison or hospital
and whose number exceeds fifty compels us (e state that the
Police are guilty of torture and the violation of human rights on
a large scale in Sri Lanka.

The contention of the Police that they have no knowledge
of the abductions or murders implies the following: There are
several armed murder gangs posessing revolvers, guns and
machine-guns, travelling about in jeeps and abducting and
murdering young men, probably six in one night, for unknown
motives, Further the Police and the Army, armed with the full
powers of the Emergency Regulations, have failed to apprehend
these gangs nor have they supplicd the public, or as far as we
know the government, with full details and warnings of this
new menace of hitherto unheard - of dimensions. Quite apart
from the specific evidence that has been brought to our notice
this story itsell’ cannot stand up.

Clearly the declaration of Emergency, the power to dispose
of bodies and the suspension of inquest proceedings have been
interpreted as a blank cheque by the Police. Furthermore the
President’s much publicized order to the Commanding Oflicer
of the District, which the Minister of Trade has compared in
Parliament to Churd hill’s order to General Alexander, has
indeed been interpreted by the Police as o declaration of war by
the State on the Tamils,

We very specially draw the attention of this meeting to the
very imporiant fact that the Police have acquired a double life
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- a statutory force by day and an anonymous murder gang by
night. We warn this meeting that this forebodes the most
awesome dunger to the body politiz in Sri Lanka and that it
must be nipped in the bud by the weight of public opinion and
public protest. 1t has been soid before that the price of freedom
is eternal vigilance. We have also been told, though iwe have not
been able to independently confirm, that similar techniques of
anonymous murder have been used by the repressive military
regime in Argentina against left-wing and working class political
opponents, and also in other countries where democracy hs
been buried in recent years,

Responses

Wherever we went we were welcome. The common [factor
in our weleome was plessure that someone had taken the leader-
ship and initiative in meeting the situation. The common
response to our inquiries was. ‘Yes, let us get togerher and
organize a movement to protect ourselves and our democratic
rights and to get justice for the innocent victimis of torture or
murder’. Tn part the reason for the enthusiasm that greeted us
was the leadership vacuum that has developed in Jaffna. The
people have been left largely without guidance, leadership or
direction at this difficult moment. The one person who had
conducted himsell with exemplary courage in the effort to
ameliorate the position of arrested youth or intervene in cases
of torture and murder is Mr Yogeswaran, MP for Jaffna.
Unfortunately he has been left single-handed and this is a poor
reflection on other political leaders and public and religious
personages,

It was therefore no surprise that the meeting that we called
for the 30th of July was the success that it was., Nearly a
hundred people representing numerous parties, trade unions,
religious groups, student socicties and others attended despite
the Emergency und the prevalent atmosphere of fear. The
common theme of the meeting was opposition to the Emergency,
revulsion at Police brutality and murder, concern for democratic
and human rights and the desire to do something together. A
branch of the Movement with full autonomy was formed and &
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areat desl of anticipation exists that our Movement will be able
tir live up to its promise. Our delegation plices before 1his
meeting this expectation and the need to formulate and carry
out a continuing programme, If we fail to follow up these
initial actions a serious and irreparable loss of confidence will
ensue. The minutes of the mesting are available with Paul
{“Tspcr‘sz for consultation by interested members,

One matter of which we must make special mention at this
stage is that nowhere did we encounter an attempt hy anyone
to condone or support terrorism. The Tamil people in general
and the various representatives of organizations whom we met
had no truck with terrorisim and did not see it as anything but
destructive and self-defeating. However they were quite firm
that they did not at the same time in any way ceondene Police
terror or governmenial repression of the populace at larse.
Furthermore, the general attitude ol the Jaffna people to
Sinhalese living there was not hostile and current  propaganda
by Sinhala chauvinist organizations of harassment of Sinhalese
is false,

Government Insctivity

The most disturbing aspect of these ecvents. since the
occurrence of the events themselves, is the total inactivity of the
government. It is now ncarly a month since the night of 1314
Tuly but nothing has been done to bring the murderers to book,
[t is common knowledge that the Leader of the Opposition
wrote to the President more than three weeks ago about the
murders. So far we have only heard vague promises of Parlia-
mentary Select Committees and of for.eful official inquiries.
We would have expected that in a case concerning crimes by the
very guardians of law and order the Government would have
moved with redoubled resolution and swiftness. We are alarmed
that on the contrary the government has been deliberately
dragging its feet and behaving in 2 way that can only mean that
it had condoned the actions of the Police and is prepared to go
along in a cover-up operation,

fn concluding this report, the mast urgent recommendation
that we have to pla e before this mecting is for a campaign with
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redoubled vigour to demand a full and impardial inquiry and o
enliven public opinion to the needs of such an inquiry.

The Recommerdations of this Report in Summary

1.

That public opinion be alerted to the grave danger of the
role of the Police when it functions as an anonymous
murder gang by night,

That public opinion be built up against the suppression of
democratic rights and the violation of human rights in the
North in recent weeks and a propaganda campaign be
directed along these lines.

That a vigorous campaign be launched to secure the appoint-
ment of an impartial inquiry body in view of the govern-
ment’s palpable reluctance ro act.

That follow-up action be taken in respeet of the Jaffna
branch and their tasks be outlined more clearly. That
arrangements be made to maintein closer liaison with the
Jaffna branch.

A. Kumar David
(on bzhalf of the MTRIE Delegation)
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Appendix D

Movement for Inter-Racial
Justice and Equality

6., Aloe Avenue

Colombo 3

(Tel: 34742}

On 1¢ and 22 August 1979 several organizations and
nersons met in Colombo and formed themselves into 2 Move-
ment for Inter-Racial Justice and Equality. These meetings were
the sequel to several carlier meelings at each of which an
increasing number of organizations expressed their commitment
to racizl justice and socialist equality in the [ramework of the
defence of the democratic rights and privileges of all the people
of the country.

While the Movement considers it to be of the utmost
importance that each organization whether it be a political
party, a trade union or a religious or social or voluntary organi-
zation - should have full autonomy and therefore have its own
programme and policy on the National Question, it also held
that agreement should be reached among all organizations
constituting the Movement on cerfain basic propositions.
Acceptance of these basic propositions should be the condition
on which organizations can join the Movement,

At the meeting of 22 August the organizationsand persons
listed below reached agreement on the following basic
propositions:

1. There should be equality of all rights among the various
racial and linguistic groups in the country. Hence communalism
and racial injustice and discrimination in all their overt and
covert forms should be resisted in every manner possible.

2. Action should be taken without delay to redress the grie-
vances of the Tamil people in the arcas of language, land
settlement, education, employment and the repressive activity
of the security forces.
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The Tamil people of Indian origin on the plantations and
elsewhere should be given the right of citizenship if they so
desire it. Action should further be taken to redress the grievan.
ces of estate workers in the ficlds of employment, educatiosn,
housing and health.

We oppose the use of the Police and the Armed Forces as
instruments of oppression of the people,

In view of the above, the organizations and persons meeting
in Colombo on 22 August reiterate the demands made at the
Meeting of 20 July,

that the State of Emergency imposed on the Jalfna District

be lifted immediately;

that the so-called Anti-Terrorist Law which is an attack on
the democratic rights of all the people of Sri Lanka be

repealed.

K., Apnanda Thero

Abayasekera Annathaie

Abayasekera Jeffrey
Abcysckera Sunila
Abevsinghe Lalith
Aiyadurai T.

Altles M.

Annamalai A, K.
Arasaratnam k. D,

. Balakrishnan §

. Bupage Lienel

. Candappa Monica
. Candappa Shirley
. Caspersz Paul

. Cooray Upali

David Kumar
Davaratne S.
Devaraj P.
Dizssanaike Gamini
Fernande Patrick

- Fernando Wimal

Gnanamuitn Georee
Hettiarachchi Nihal

t, Ilettiarachchi W,
. Idroos M,

Jayusinzhe Harry

CWE Plantation Service Committec
Christian Workers Uellowship
Puman Rights Organization
Satvodaya

National Union of Werker

LSSP (New Leadership)

Service Civil International (Se1 Lanio

Coordinating Secretariat lor Planlativn
Artcas

tanatha Vimukthi Peramuna

NCC- Development Commission

Ceordinating Sceretariat lor
Plantation Areas

Revolutionary Muarxist Party

Janitha Tharunayo

Sri Lanka Eksath Guru Sangamaya

Jourpalist
Janatha Sangamavy
Janatha Vivaparaya

Eksath Viduli Sandesa Bogineru
Sevaka Sangamaya

Janutha Viyaparaya

NCC - Developmient Commission and

N_-cl.ti_r_m'a[ tntegration Board of Service
Civil Inicrnationat
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39
40.
41.
42,

45.

46.
47.

438,

. Jayutilleke Dayan
8. Karunaratne Wickramabahu
. Kodagoda S.

. Lourudusamy A.

. Mahapama Gunasena

. Maliyagoda J.

. Nunayakkara Yasudeva
. Pakiyapathan M.

. Pereira V. L.

. Perera L. P.

. Perumal P.

Philip Pillai Rajun
Premasiri Sarath
Ramaiah O. A.
Runasipghe V.
Ratnayake D. A,

. Renganathan M,
44,

Rodrigo W. G.
Santhakumar G.

Santhikumar L.
Sathiyapala 5.

Seneviratne Keerthi

. Shanmugthasan N,

. Bilya J. D

. Siriwardene A. M. F
. Sunderalingam P.

. Tampoe Bala

. Tampoe M.

Thangasamy S.

Thingarajah 5,

77. Thirugnanatheepan R.

03,

58, 'Thirunavukarasu R.

. Thirunavukarasu V.

. Uyangoda J.

. Walgama K. 8.

. Wickremasuriya May
. Wijesinghe Yernon

. Wimaiadasan

Y ogeswaren S,

Paul Caspersz
Chairman

Movement for Inter-Racial Justice & Equality
25.8.79

o

LSSP (New Leadership

GCSU

Bogawantalawa Social Actlon Group
GCSU

Lanka General Bervices Union

UrL

Malayuha Makkal 1yakkam

11l Country Youth Assembly

Sri Lanka EBEksath Guru Sangamaya
NUW

Cevion Stuednts Federation
cPw REL

Commubist Labour Movement
Cieylon Youth Leagues Federation

Sri Lanka Eksath Guru Sangamaya
Siudents Assembly Moratuwa
University
Malayaha Makkal Iyakkam
Government United Federatlon of
Labour
Ceylon Estate Staffs’ Union and Ceylon
Plantation Services Union
Ceylon Communist Party
Sri Lanka Eksath Guru Sangamuya
SCM

Revolutions ry Marxist Party
Democratic Workers Congress
Agricultural Workers Congress
Ceylon Trade Union Federalion
Hatton Social Action Centre

GCSU

Students Union Moratuwa University
CMU
CMU
Moyement for Inter-Rucial Justice &

. Equality Northern Region
Pederation of Tamil Trade Linions



Appendix E
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY IN JAFFNA

It was appropriate - and significant - that the most active
observance of Human Rights Day this year should have been in
cmergeney vuled Jaffpa. It was also significant that the day
should have been the occasion for the first North-Scuth colla-
horation op human rights issues in many years. The call to
obserye the day by fasting and prayer, followed hy a public
meeting, came from the Jaffna branch of the recently-formed
Movement for Inter-Racial Justice and Equality, whose President,
Fr Paul Caspersz headed a contingent of delegat:s including
many Sinhalese from MIRIE (pronounced -Merge?) and ils
constituent organisations ia the South who truvelled up to
Jalfna for the day.

At the Nallur temple sacred (¢ Goddess Kali, Mrs Amit-
thalingam led a group of female devotees (ranginz from old
ladies to little girls) in singing devotional songs during the fast,
followed by a complaint to the Goddess, sunz to a traditional
melody, about the events of the last few months. Having heard
Mrs Amirthalingam singing in her rich and powerful voice for
four hours (without even a sip of water), an observer [rom the
South remairked that as an cmotional and musical expericnee,
that alone was worth the visit to Jaffna.

There was a much smaller congregation at the ecumenical
service at the Roman Catholic Cathedral, and Fr Caspersz, in
his sermon, raised the question: What can the tiny Christian
minority (whose leaders were conspicuous by their absence) do
to safeguard human rights? His answer was to recall the story of
David and Goliath. He alse guoted ““the programumatic mani-
festo™ delivered by Jesus, the young Jewish carpenter, at the
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synagogue in Mazarcth. That, he said, was the result of being
[illed with the Spirit: anger against unlawful arrest. imprison-
ment and torture, and a passion for equality and justice for
one’s people.

MIRJE’s organisces regarded it as an achicvement that a
small group of Muslims - including an M MC - also participated
in the fast and prayer at their mosque.

At the afternoon's public mecting there were speeches in
three languages from MIRJE delegates from the South and
representatives of trade unions and social and political orpanisa-
tions in Jaffna. Bala Tampoe, who made a speech free ol
political sloganising and exactly pitched to the occasion and the
consciousness of the audience, congratulated the people of
Jaffna on what he called **a good beginning’’. M. Sivasitham-
param, while expressing satisfaction at the presence ol visitors
from the South, pointedly reminded them that for many years
the Tamil-speaking people had fought their struggles for their
rights with hardly any voices being raised in the South to
support them. Glancing at MIRJE’s banner, he said the funda-
mental **justice and equality’” the Tamil-sp;aking people wanted
was the right to determine their future.

Resolutions adopted at the meeting called for the lifting of
the state of emergency, the repeal of the Anti-Terrorist Act and
the implementation of the Social Disabilities Act, prolested
against acts of torture in violation of the Constitution and
demanded action against those responsible.

—- Lanka Guardian, Vol 2 No 17,
1 January, 1980

(with permission of the Editor)
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Appendix k

CONSTITUTION OF THE MOVEMENT FOR
INTER-RACIAL JUSTICE & EQUALITY

Name and Address

The name of the organization shall be *The Movement for
Iater-Racial Justice and Equality” and its principal regis-
tered office will be in Colombo.

Aims

The aims of the Movement shall be to promote inter-racial
justice and equality, in accordance with the following
principles:

|. Equality of all rights among the various racial and
linguistic groups in the country.

2. Opposition to communalism and racial injustice and
discrimination in all their overt and covert forms.

3. Opposition in the area of inter-racial relationships to
all anti-democratic policies and procedures of govern-
ment, all repressive legislation and repressive action of
the security forces.

4. Upholding in the area of inter-racial relationships of
democratic and civil rights and human liberties.

5. Upholding of the rights to full and free citizenship of
all the people of this country, including the Tamil
people on the plantations and elsewhere.

6. Opposition to racial discrimination against estate

workers and others in the fields of employment, educa-
tion, housing and health.



Fostering the unicn of workers and peasants of all
races in the strugele for intcreracial justice and
equality.

Memberskip

(@)

(b)

(<)

(e)

()

Al organizations and persons agrecing with the aims
of the Movement, as sct out in Clause 2, are cligible 1o
be members of the Movement,

The founder members of the Movement will be those
organizations and persons who have signed the Press
Reiease of 25 August 1979 andfor subscribe to the
Constitution as adopted at the meeting of 7 December
1979.

Other organizations and persons subscribing to the
aims of the Movement, ss set out in Clauss 2, may
apply for membership on the form prescribed by the
Committee and will be enrolled on acceptance by the
Committee.

The Comunittee will have the power to suspend and ‘or
recommend to a General Meeting the expulsion of any
office bearer or member whose conduct is deemed to
be pre judicial to the interests of the Movement. such
suspension or recommendation for expulsion should be
ratified by a majority of thc members present and
voling at the General Mecting immediately suhsequent
to such suspension or recommendation for cxpulsion
by the Committce. Notice of such resolution for
suspension or recommendation for expulsion shall he
given in the written announcement of the Meeting to
Members,

An organization which is a member of the Movement
may authorize any representative of itself to act on its
behalf in any matter involving the functions of
membership of the Movement,

The membership fee shall be Rs 120/- per year for
organizations aad Rs 12/ per year for persons, payable
il so desired in equal monthly or quarterly instalments,
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‘The Committee is, however, authorized to reduce this
fee in cases where it is, satisfied that a member is
unable to pay it.

(¢) Any member who has not paid membership fees lfor a
period of one year shall forfeit the rights of membership.

Commitiee

(1) The Committec shall be the Coordinating Body of the
Movement. 1t shall carry out all decisions taken by the
Movement at a General meeting. it shall be authorized
to act on behalf of the Movement in all matters that
may arise between General Meetings of the Movement,
subject to its actions being reviewed or varied, if’ thought
necessary, by the next General Meeting.

Where the Constitution is silent on any point or issue
arising, the Committec may interpret and determine
such point or issue, and report to the next General
Meeting.

-
o o
Chi

(¢y The Committec shall have the power to frame the re-
levant rules and procedures for the discharge of the
functions of the Movement through iis registered office.

(dy The Committee shall consistof the followinz: President.
Vice-President, Sceretary, Assistunt Secretary. Trea-
surer, Assistant Treasurer and twelve other commitice
members.

(¢) Any vacancies arising during the year between Annual
General Meetings shall be filled by nomination by the
Committee, such nomination being subject to ratifica-
tion at ihe General Meeting immediately following.

(f) The Cemmittee shall hold office for one year.

(2) The quorum for meetings ol the Committee shall be
nine.

(h) 'The Cominittee shall meet at least once a month.

Yunctiens of Office-Bearers



e e

The functions of of fice-bearers shall be as follows:

(a)

(b}

(c)

(e)

The President or in his/her absence the Vice-President
shall preside at meetings of the Movement and of the
Committee and in the absence of both any member
elected by the Meeting shall preside

The Sectetary shall summon all mectings of the Move-
ment and Committes, shall keep minutes of mectings
and # register of members and shall perform any other
functions entrusted to him/her by the Committee,

The Treasurer shall be responsible for the collection,
maintenance and disbursement of all funds of the
Movement, which shall be deposited in a Bank in the
name of the Movement to be operuted on by the
Treasurer and President or Secrctary, and shall be
managed by the Treasurer subject to the direction of
the Committee in accordance with the rules and regula-
tions of the Movement.

The Treasurer shall be responsible for the issue of
receipts on behalf of the Movement for all moneys
received and for the Statements of Accounts as and
when required.

The funds of the Movement will be subject Lo an
annual audit by an auditor appointed by the General
Meeting.

General Meetings

(a)

(b)

General Meetings of the Movement shall be summoned
when considered necessary by the Committee or within
fourteen days on a requisition signed by a number of
members at least equal to the guorum prevailing at any
time.

At any General Meeting of the Movement, an organiza-
tion which is a member of the Movement may be
represented by one or more authorized representatives,
provided, however, that on any motion or resolution
not more than five representatives authorized for this
purpose by the organization shall be entitled to vote.
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fc) Notice of at least seven days shall be given for all
General Meetings of the Movement.

Annual General Meetings

(1) Annual General Meetings of the Movement shall be
held each year in ihe month of October,

(b)y Notice of at least fourteen days shall be given for all
Annual General Meetings of the Movemant.

(¢) Clause 6 (b) shall apply also to Annual General
Meeting,

(d) The Commitiee for cach year shall be elected at the
Annual General Meeting.

¢} The audited accounts of the Movement for the preced-
ing finencial year shall be presented at each Annual
General Meeting,

Iporum

The quorum for all General Meetings and Annual General
Meetings shall be two fifths of the total resistered member-
ship or 50, whichever is less.

Voting

The voting at meetings of the Committee or the Movement
will be by show of hands,

Branches

{1y The Movement mway establish Branches at Regional
Level consisting of members of the Movement to fur-
ther the aims of the Movement, and such Branches may
elect Branch Committees to conduct the activities of
the Branches.

{2) The Branch as well as the Branch Committee may take
whatever initiative (hey consider appropriate to further
the aims and objects of the Movement.

(2) {(u) However neither the Branch nor the Branch Com-
mittee is empowered to enter inlo any contract or
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agreement that may impose [inancial and other liabilities
on the Movenient with any individual or Organization
without obtaining authority from the Committee of the
Movement.

{3} The Committee may recommend the expulsion of a
Branch Commitiee to the General Meeting if they
congider that the said Branch or Branch Committee is
acting in a manner detrimental or contrary to the aims
and objects of the Movement. Notice of resolution of
recommendation for expulsion shall be given in the
written announcement of the Meeting to members.

Amendments

Any amendment to the Constitution of the Movewent may
be made only in the following manner:

fa) The Committee or any member desirous of woving an
amendment to the Constitution shail give notice of such
motion in writing to the Secretary, who shail include
the motion in the agenda for the General Meeting and
give notice of it in the writien announcement to
members of the Meeting.

(by Such a motion shall be »dopted if passed by a fwo-thirds
majority of members present and voting at the Meeting.

Dissalution

The Movement may not be voluntarily dissolved except by
resolution passed by a two-third majorityv of members
present and elipible to vote at a Special General Meeting
convened for the purpose. In this event, all debts and
liabilities legally incurred should be fully discharged, and the
remaining funds divided among oreanizations and persons
proportionately 1o the dues paid.
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MIRJE
APPLICATION T'OR MEMBERSHIP

Name/Qrganizalion ......... A A e e S

AT e e DS e S RS ) B R

..............................................................

| We Suppori the aims and objects of MIRJE and wish to join/
affiliate to MIRJE, and enclose Rs........ being subscription

Membership Fees:

For Individuals: Rs 12.00 per year
For Organizations: Rs 120.00 per year

Payable in instalments.
Make cheques etc. payable to MIRJE

Within one mouth the Comumittee will notify you of the
ac.eptanee of your application.

30, Pushpadana Mawatha
Kandy.
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