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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF SRILANKA
His Excellency MAHINDA RAJAPAKSA

It gives me great pleasure to send this Message of Felicitation on the occasion of the celebrations, in
collaboration with the Ministry of Resettlement, to honour the Learned Senior Citizens among the

Muslims of the Northern Province, who have been displaced from their homes and now living in the
South.

Itis indeed a salutary task to honour Learned Citizens by presenting them with golden shawls to express
our gratitude to them for the dedicated and loyal services rendered to the present generation when these
senior citizens were in the prime of their active lives, Those who are honoured include Senior Citizens
from several walks of life, including professionals and others who have held positions of respect and

responsibility.
I believe that respecting the old and deserving is a meritorious act in keeping with the best traditions of
SriLanka. I commend the work and efforts of your secretariat and the Minister of Resettlement, the

Hon.Rishad Bathiudeen M.P., in making this felicitation possible. I wish you all success in such activities
in the future.

@w’\@‘gﬁ'e

MAHINDA RAJAPAKSA






MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER OF SRILANKA
Hon. RATNASIRI WICKRAMANAYAKA

"

I am pleased to send this message of [elicitation on the occasion of the presenting of Golden Shawls to
Muslim Senior Citizens who have reached positions of distinction in various professional, social and
cultural fields.

These senior citizens, I understand. are among those who have been displaced from the North. Itis
creditable and commendable that the Secretariat for the Northern Displaced Muslims at Puttalm, in
collaboration with the Minister of Resettlement, the Hon.Rishad Baﬂliudccn, M.P., has organized this
function to honour these distinguished senior citizens who have undergone severe hardship due to the
unfortunate and unsettled conditions of terrorism in a part of our country.

With best wishes,

RATNASIRI WICKRAMANAYAKA
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MESSAGE BY HON.A.H.M.FOWZIE, MP

Minister of Railways, Transport,Petroleum and Petroleum
Resource Development

I am pleased to be asked to contribute a message for the souvenir to be
published to mark the honouring of learned persons who have been
rendering community service, and persons who excelled in particular fields
of Arts from among the displaced Muslim Community of the North.

I have noted that the Secretariat for the Northern Displaced Muslims has in
collaboration with the Ministry of Resettlement Organised this ceremony in
Puttalam, the welcome abode of the refugees.

Iam very much in agreement with the organizers of the event as it would
serve as a moral booster for the community that has been down trodden
very much mentally, than physically and materially.

Is the duty of the community to provide moral strength to the weaker section
of the community so that they are able to play their role among others as
equal members of the society.

While congratulating the recipients of honour with best wishes I wish to
record my appreciation for the organizers including the Minister of Re-
settlement Hon.Rishad Bathiudeen.

I wish the event all success.

AHM.FOWZIE
Minister of Railways, Transport
Petroleum and Petroleum Resource Development



MESSAGE FROM
HON.FERIAL ASHROFF, M.P.,
MINISTER OF HOUSING&CONSTRUCTION

I am privileged to issue this message on the day of honouring the senior
learned people from the Northern province, resident now in Puttalam and
other neighboring districts as displaced people, by the Secretariat for the
Northern Displaced Muslims in Puttalam, in collaboration with the Ministry
of Resttlement.

These learned people who have been in high and respected positions earlier
deserve to be identified and honoured. They have rendered yeomen service
to their fellow mankind when they were in these positions. Hon.Rishad
Bathiudeen, Minister of Resttlement has taken upon himselfto identify them
and through the Secretariat for the Northern Displaced Muslims, decided to
recognize their services even at this late hour. This event is significant in that
the people who are to be honoured represent the evicted Muslims of the
North who remain as displaced citizens for the last 15 years.

I hope & pray that this event will bring the status of the evicted people to the
notice of my country men. So that they may reiterate their commitment to
uplift the living standards of the displaced Muslims.

I wish all those honoured the best of everything & congratulate Hon.Rishad
Bathiudeen for his thoughtfulness & action.

I wish the event all success.
FERIAL ASHROFF, M.P,,

MINISTER OF HOUSING &
CONSTRUCTION



MESSAGE FROM
HON.SUSIL PREMJAYANTHA, MP

Being the Minister of Education,  am very much heartened by the
arrangements organized by the Secretariat for the Northern Displaced
Muslims in Collaboration with the Ministry of Resettlement in honoring the
learned people at a function at this juncture.

This congratulatory message is sent on this day of honoring the senior
learned people from the Northern Province and now in Puttalam and other
neighboring districts as displaced people being presented with Golden
Shawl at this function.

These learned people who have been in high and respected positions
deserve to be honored during their life period. They are indeed made happy
as they are honored in public for their real services rendered to their fellow
mankind in different fields.

I wish all of them best of good luck, Shealth and prosperity.

I convey my sincere felicitatiops to the organizers of this function.

SUSILPREMJAYANTHA
MINISTER OF EDUCATION
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MESSAGE FROM
HON.M.I. ANVER ISMAIL M.P.,

MINISTER OF IRRIGATION

HONOURING THE SENIOR LEARNED PEOPLE FROM NORTH
BY PRESENTING WITH GOLDEN SHAWLAT A FUNCTION
ORGANIZED BY THE SECRETARIAT FOR THE NORTHERN
DISPLACED MUSLIMSAT PUTTALAM

I am pleased to be associated with the Secretariat for the displaced
Northern Muslims in collaborgtion with Ministry of Resettlement to organize
at puttlam, a ceremony to felicitate and honour the senior citizens from the
North who have distiguished themselves in several fields of activities and had
contributed their services to the community.

We are aware that the Northern Muslims have suffered and undergone
immense hardship when they were rooted out from their homes leaving
behind millions of rupees worth of properties. We just cannot imagine the
agony and anguish they would have suffered when they were asked to leave
at gun point on 48 hours notice. Today,more than 75 thousands of them are
languishing in refugee camps in Puttalam and elsewhere.

In the past Jaffna Muslims have had several distinguished citizens,
intellectuals, educationists, professionalisms etc. who were well known and
recognized by other communities in Sri Lanka.

Itis fitting that the Secretariat for the displaced Northern Muslims should
organize this ceremony to honour those presently living respected citizens.

May Almighty Allah in his benevolence and graciousness give the strenght
and fortitude to the Northern Muslims to help them to overcome their
problems in this period of anxiety.

May there be peace and prosperity to all.

M.I.Anver Ismail M.P,LL.B.,
Attorney-at-Law
Minister of Irrigation
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MESSAGE FROM
HON.HUSSEIN BAHILA,
DEPUTY MINISTER OF PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

I am very glad in issuing this message of felicitation to the souvenir issued
to honour the senior learned citizens from North. The attempt made in this
regard by the Secretariat for the Displaced Northern Muslims in
collaboration with the Ministry of Resettlement is commendable. We
could never forget the thousands of Muslims driven away from the North
and presently living all over the country in welfare centres and with friends
and relatives. Especially women,children and elders have been undergoing
severe hardships during the past 16 years. Although from time to time
several steps were taken by Muslim leaders especially by Late Marhoom
M.H.M.Ashroff, Leader of the SriLanka Muslim Congress to relieve the
difficulties faced by these displaced Muslims, those efforts were not
adequate to bring them back to normal life.

However the actions which are taken in this direction by the Hon.Rishad
Bathiudeen, Minister of Resettlement are really laudable, especially to
uplift these displaced people economocally and culturally. I commend the
timely and appropriate decision taken by the Hon.Minister to honour and
recognize the senior learned people from the North, who also happened
to be among the displaced.

May almighty Allah bless all of us.

Wassalam.

Hon.Hussain Bahila
Deputy Minister of plan Implementation



MESSGAE FROM :
THE CHIEF MINISTER-N.W.P.C

It is with great pleasure that I pen these few lines on the occasion of honouring
the senior learned people from North, by presenting with golden shawl at the
function, organized by the secretariat for the Northern displaced mgslims at
Puttalam.

1 wish to record here a special word of appreciation for the organizers for
laying the foundation to felicitate the senior scholars.

This occasion will be memorable one, for them, who have make a remarkable
contribution in various fields. Awarding the golden shawl in the highest
appreciation and felicitation for their dedication.

They can be happy and proud about their service rendered to the up-lifiment
of relevant services of the society. Therefore I take this opportunity to
congratulate and extend my best wishes to the scholars who are being awarded
by the golden shawl.

ATHULA WIJESINGHE
CHIEF MINISTER
N.W.P.C
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MESSAGE FROM
THE SECRETARY OF THE GOVERNOR
NORTHERN-EASTERN PROVINCES

1 am happy to send this message of felicitation on the occasion of the
celebrations to honour the Senior Learned Muslims of the Northern
Province who are displaced and are living outsides the NEP by presenting
with the Golden Shawls. I am glad that this function has been organized by
the Secretariat of the Northern Displaced Muslims.

It is the SriLankan time old tradition to honour the aged and the educated
for their contributions in various fields to promote the development of the
present generation. These senior citizens rendered valuable services and
deserve to be honoured in the fitting manner giving due recognition.

May I commend your valuable efforts in organizing this celebration and
congratulate Hon.Rishad Bathiudeen, M.P., the Minister of Resettlement for
guiding this programe.

S.AMIRTHALINGAM
SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNOR
NORTHERN & EASTERN PROVINCE



Message of the Commissioner General of the Secretariat for
the Northern Displaced Muslims.

It is pleasure to express my feeling in few words about the renowned personal of
Northern Muslim community who have shed their sweat for the upliftmant of the Muslim
society in the North.

These learned personal of different walks of life have set up the path way to prospe:-
ity of the Muslim society in the north. Even though they had to face unfortunate count of
action during the dark period of 1990.

The honoured persons of the Muslim community have set an example to the people
in distress and they lead the way to the society of the Muslim community.

It is very admirable event to honour these persons by giving them the recognition for
the work they have accomplished on behalf of the Muslim society.

I take this opportunity to extend my sincere gratitude on this occasion for the orga-
nizers of this event for taking pain to pay gratitude to the renowned personal of the norther.
Muslim society.

H.M.HERATH
Commissioner General
Secretariat for the Northern Displaced Muslims.
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