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EELANADU AND THE TAMIL SANGAMS

S. Ambikaipakan, B A.

Eelanadu was closzly connected with the Tamil Sangams
from the very beginnings. The seat of the first Tamil Sangam
was Ten-Madurai. At that time, Eelanadu and Pandinadu
formed part of what was known as the Lemuria Continent.
Eelanadu was represented in the first Sangam by Murinjiyur
Mudinagar. This Mudinagar is believed to have been a king
of Jaffna.l

Nagas who produced a number of Sangam poets, about
fifteen in number in the third Sangam, seem to have occupied
parts of Tamil Nadu and Eelanadu, specially Jaffna from
pre-historic times. The occupation of Jaffna by the Nagas
is proved by a reference to Nagadipa, which forms part
of Jaffna, in the Mahavamsa, a Ceylonese Chronicle. There
is also reference to Nagadipa in Manimekalai. It is not
known what the original language of the Nagas was. Some are
of opinion that it was Elu. According to Father Gnana-
prakasar, the Sinhalese language has developed from it.2

As a result of the deluge which swallowed Ten Madurai,
Eelanadu was separated from the main-land. It was,
periaps, as a result of this deluge, that the works of
the first Sangam have not survived. Then Kapadapuram
became the seat of the second Sangam. A number of
works seem to have been produced during this period,
but only Tholkappiam has survived.3

Kapadapuram itself was destroyed by floods. Then
Vada Madurai, the present Madurai, became the capital
of the Pandyan Kingdom and it also became the seat of
the third Sangam. We are on firm ground as regards the
third Sangam is concerned. We have not only a list of
poets but also their works. Several poets from Belanadu
participated in the activities of the third Sangam. Eelathu
Poothanthevanar was one of them. There are seven verses
composed by him in Ahananuru, Natrinai and Kurunthogai.
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Elanaganar, probably a ruler of Jaffna and Neelakandanar
of Musiri were two poets of Eeclanadu who listened to
the exposition of Iraiyanar Ahapporul Urai.t

How some usages found in old Tamil have been well-
preserved in Eelanadu is brought out in the following
passage taken from the History of Ceylon published by
the Ceylon University. **The antiquity of Tamil in Ceylon
is borne out by the fact that some words of the Sangam
period are still in common use among the peasantry of
Jaffna, though they have fallen into disuse in South India,
the original home of the Tamil language; such words as
“% Aitn” and ‘“Atar” are cases in point. Moreover some
usages found in old Tamil, which have completely dissappearcd
from popular speech in South India are still current in
Jaffna. The medial demonstrative U which is exemplified
in words like ““Utu® (2.&) and “ Uvan’ (2.euew) and the
interrogative termination “e” occurting in words like “Vantare”
(v &r@r) are now unknown in South India; except among
scholars well-versed in Tamil literature. An endearing ex-
pression used in addressing a female child as ‘‘ Mahane ” (son)
which is mentioned in Tholkappiam, the grammar of the
Sangam age, is met with in ordinary usage among the people
of Jaffna.”’s

The Jaffna Kingdom

After the lapse of several centuries, the credit of
reviving the Sangam tradition goes to the Ariyachakravarthies
who established an independent Tamil Kingdom in Jafina
in the 13th Century§

There was a great deal of literary activity as a result
of the patronage given by kings. In this respect two kings
stand out prominently. One was Singai Segarajasegaran
(1330 — 1414) and the other was MNallur Pararajasekaran
(1478 —1519;. During the reign of Segarajasekaran, a treatise
on medicine and Segarajasckara Malai a work on astrology
were produced. It is not known who the author of Segaraja-
sekaram was. Segarajasekara Malai was written by Soma-
sanma. Lhough these two books deal with technical subjects, we
get a lot of information about the kings who supported them.”
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