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. “The case of histerical writera
is hard ; for il they tell the trath
they provoke man, and if they
write what Is faise they offend
God. "

~Matthew Faorls,
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DEDICATION
TO
THE TRIBUNAL OF THE BRITISH CONSCIENCE.

TYVYHE =usceptibility of the individual conscience to a sense

of right and wrong is the test of a person’s character. A
nation’s eonscience is the corporate sense of right and wrong;
being the cumulative effect of an aggregation of human souls
livil.}g under one common civilization. The test of that civiliza-
tion and the character of that nation will depend largely on the
extent to whiclh that corporate conscience is able to accommodate
itself to universally aeccepted doctrines of right conduct. We
believe the British Nation to be sound at heart, and the bulwark
of her power and majesty to be her sense of Justice. Despite her
failings, we feel that she strives to live up to the best she knows,
Therefore it iz, that the bitterness of the memory of the past is
‘gone and the sting lost. We place our case before the Britigh
public with hope and in confidence, for a fair hearing and just

reparations,

THE EANDYAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.
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PREFACE.

T is no joy to us to rake up unpleasant episodes of the past
and revive bitter memories. [t is also far from our thoughts
to say unkind things of the Government and of the strangers
now settled in our land. By the necessity of the case we have
been compelled to make reference to the past and the policy of
the Government. Ir the discharge of a certain duty, it would
not be fair to keep the truth back. We have been outspoken to
the extent of giving as clear an idea of our position ag far as it is
necessary for the purpose of vindicating our title and obtaining
our due. If anything, we have erred on the side of leniency, for
where several authorities could have been cited, we have been
content to give one. English writers who have lived and moved
with us and have had ample opportunities of forming clear and
unbiassed opinions, have not hesitated to censure and condemn
the Government in 'language more explicit and severe than we
dare. Justice Lawrie who had spent the best part of his life in
Ceylon and was thoroughly conversant with the ways of the
Kandyans and their history said that it is a blot on the fair name of
England to think of the cruelties perpetrated in putting down the
rebellion of 1818, and of the subsequent conduect of the British
Government towards the Kandyan people. Herbert White, a Civil
Servant of long standing with mervitorius =erviece, in his Mannual
of Uva in 1893 says “The details of the Campaign of 1817—1818,
if it can be dignified by such a name, are related at great length in
the Govermment Gazette of the day, but it must be confezsaed
that they are not interesting reading. They consist, with
unvarying regularity, of the burning of villages, thesurprise of
parties of rebels in caves, the capture and collection of eattle and
grain, and so forth. This kind of warfare finds mno place in
military history, properly speaking, but it lefl indelible marks
on the face of the country, for it is partly owing to the stern
methods of repression employed during this period, that Uva has
been, considering the character of its soil, its climate and its
people, the most backward, the most stagnant, of any portion of
Ceylon.” * And it is doubtful even to this day the districts in ques-
tion have wholly recovered.” We have been content with a few
relevant facts to show what the Kandyans were, what they are
and what they should be. This dip into the pastis a necessary
step in placing before the public a concise statement of our claim.
This booklet is not intended as a history, though historical facts
and comments there are,

Other races and peoples in Ceylon who had not lost a single
life or an inch of land or had their national life disturbed have
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