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A Major Loss to the Nation

H_E. The President Chandrika Bandaranayake Kumaratunga

A skilful advocate by profession, he entered politics in 1960 as a
representative of the All Ceylon Tamil Congress for the Udupiddy elec-
torate. He was the Deputy Speaker of Parliament from 1965-1970. After
joining the TULF in 1977 he became its Deputy Leader. He was fortu-
nate to escape assassination while his colleagues Mr. A. Amirthalingam
and Mr. V. Yogeswaran were killed in the shooting incident on 13th July
1989.

I recall that in the mid - 80s when I visited Madras with my
husband, Vijaya, we met Mr. Sivasithamparam and had discussions with
members of five militant groups who were working towards a resolution
of the ethnic strife in our country. Mr. Sivasithamparam was working
very closely with us.

He was highly respected as a leader not only in Sri Lanka but
also by Tamil-speaking people elsewhere. Our country has lost his valu-
able experience and the vision of a moderate leader of the Tamils at a
critical juncture in its history.
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That Past He Put Behind

Hon. Prime Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe

Mr. Sivasithamparam respected the traditions of Parliament and
defended its members.

The career of the late Mr. Sivasithamparam is also the history of
how the ethnic division turned into war and the tragedy which we face
today.

As a member of the All Ceylon Tamil Congress he belived that
all ethnic groups should have equal rights and opportunities within a
united Sri Lanka. That is why he agreed with D. S. Senanayake when he
introduced Article 29 into the Solbury Constitution to safeguard minor-
ity rights. The policy of D. S. in 1952 was endorsed by the Tamils in the
North. In 1970 after his defeat at the hustings of TULF was formed. That
is because the new Republican Constitution did not contain this Ar-
ticle which ultimately saw the demand for separatism. The late
Sivasithamparam entered Parliament in 1977 with that view. We of course
did not agree that separatism was a solution though accepting that the
Tamils should be given more rights.

From the early 60s the issue were small and if we faced them at
that time we would not have been confronting the present problem.
Both parties have to share the blame. If the mundane issues were settled
at that time the problem would not have reached the present magnitude.
Events overtook us. We had the riots in 1983 and the TULF exited from
Parliament. Thereafter the whole political landscape changed. Though
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absent from Parliament they often met southern politicians to resolve
the problem. If all of us worked together we would have prevented the

slide.

Now we have an Memorandum of Understanding signed and the
late Sivasithamparam played his role in that too. What we are doing
now is implementing the Memorandum of Understanding. We are mov-
ing ahead. That is what we can do for Siva to keep the peace process on
track. He was committed to a solution within a united Sri Lanka. He was
one person whose house was burnt during the riots. That past he put
behind. Likewise we too should put behind the past.

Though we did not see eye to eye always he had come to a stage
where he accepted a political solution to end the conflict. Now we must
pave the way for this political solution. The best tribute that could be
paid to the late Mr. Sivasithamparam is for us to go ahead and start
peace talks which would pave the way for justice to all.
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Kept his Word to Muslims

Hon.Minister Rauff Hakeem

Addressing the 12th convention of the SLMC held in Kalmunai,
in 1994, it is learnt, Mr. Sivasithamparam had observed that as a Tamil
he was ashamed of the treatment meted out to Muslims in Jaffna and had
vowed that he would not go to Jaffna till the thousands of Muslims who
were evicted from the city were resettled with dignity.

He had apparently kept his word and never stepped into the North-
ern capital for the rest of his life.

This magnanimous gesture will be treasured in the minds of all Sri
Lankan Muslims irrespective of their party lines for years to come.

The late TULF leader was essentially a moderate politician who
lived through the twists and turns of Northern politics.

He stood steadfastly and honestly by principles he professed and
a person who strove his best to keep his neutrality even at times when
Northern politics left little or no space for moderates.

In keeping with the tradition of moderate TULF leaders Mr.
Sivasithamparam excelled in the legal field and was known as an emi-
nent criminal lawyer. He was particularly praised for the astute handling
of the famous “Avro” case where he presented a strong case for the
defence.

Mr. Sivasithamparam had worked towards diffusing tension be-
tween the Tamils and Muslims in the North and East.

Mr. Sivasithamparam’s political career which spanned for almost
five decades ran parallel to the development of extremist politics in the
North.

Yet he managed to steer clear of those trends and firmly held the
belief that it would be through non-violent politics that peace and sta-
bility would return to the war weary North and the East.

At a time when a solid foundation has been laid to reach a nego-
tiated settlement to the North East conflict, it is indeed sad to think that
the late TULF leader will not be there to reap the fruits of a mission for
which he committed his entire political career.
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A Colourful Figure

Hon. Minister W. J. M. Lokubandara

The late Sivasithamparam was a colourful figure with a com-
manding presence who enlivened Parliament with his skilful oratory
delivered in his stentorian voice. He had a command of all three
languages and did not hesitate to display this in the House.

He worked tirelessly towards evolving a solution to the present
problem. At a time when the whole country is clamouring for peace it is
sad that we had to lose an experiencd politician like Mr. Sivasithamparam
who made a significant contribution towards the peace process.
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Tribute from a Little one

Grand Uncle Siva, Uncles and Aunties Brothers and Sisters,

I'am very happy to speak on this ceremony to welcome our
Grand Uncle Siva.

You are all here today to wish and bless our Grand Uncle Siva.
I asked my Grandpa why a ceremony only for Grand Uncle Siva.
Grandpa said - Grand Uncle Siva is a grand man, great man a tall man,
a Godly man and a big man. His Aunty Dr. Siva brought me to this
world.

I'love God. I am glad that I can go to God with the help of our
Godly Grand Uncle Siva.

Our Godly Uncle is our Leader. He is dying for Peace to Sri
Lanka. He is a man with a vision and mission.

He was not well and now he is well. He was shot and he
escaped because he is God’s good friend.

We wish him well and bless him. Let him live only hundred
years!

Lukme Buvendra Vimalarajah




A personal note

C. Vivekananthan
Attoney - at - law:

It was in the year 1971. A wealthy businessman retained me in a
case. He, on his own accord, paid me a sum of rupees one hundred for
a call date. It was a big sum at that time. For the trail, he wanted to
retain Mr. Sivasithamparam and wanted to know his fee. I was unaware
anyhow, I told him that he might charge more than rupees three hun-
dred. He was willing to pay upto rupees five hundred. we had a consul-
tation with Mr. Sivasithamparam. During the course of the consulta-
tion, the client boasted of his wealth and indicated that he could pay
rupees five hundred for a date. Mr. Sivasithamparam told very calmly
that his fee for the consultation and for the date of trial was five guin-
eas. When the client heard the words five guineas’ he thought it was
five hundred rupees and he was ready to pay. 1 told the client that the

Jee was rupees fifty - two and cents fifty.

The client was shaken : I was dismayed for my fee fell down
relatively. That is 'Siva Annan'. His lofty mind and his humane ap-
proach did not permit him to mint money by his profession.
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