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A Philosopher
Who became King

The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
Bishop of the Jaffna Diocese
of the Church of South India

““There will be no end to the troubles of states, or
indesed, of humanity itself, till philosophers become kings
in this world, or till those we now call kings and rulers
really and truly become philosophers™ said Plato nearly
2400 years ago. The troubles of states and of humanity
itself have in no way diminished but there have been men
who have made an honest effori to relate their philosophy
to the affairs of States, In the death of Mr. Sivasubramaniam
Kathiravelupillai the nation as a whole and Tamil people in
particular have lost one who tried to live up to that ideal
as a politician statesman. As a student of philosophy he
obviously shared the view of Bendetto Croce, the great
Ttalian philosopher, who defined history as ¢‘the story of
a people’s struggle for freedom.” As a leader of the Tamil
people Mr. Kathiravelupillai saw his' task as nothing other
than ““the struggle for freedom.” To this struggle he
dedicated himself entirely and worked with a rare courage
and force of conviction. His life and work was marked by
integrity, conscientiousness and sincerity of purpose. As a
champion of the depressed class communities he was guided
not by political expediency but by a genuine desire for -
the liberation of the oppressed and for justice within the
Tamil community itszlf. He belisved in non-violence and
was an apostle of non-violence as an effective political
weapon. ‘‘Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit™, as Horace
wrote on the death of Quintilius the Roman General, “By
many a good man wept”. Mr. Kathiravelupillai has died.
As we monrn his loss may we dedicate ourselves for the
causes for which he sacrificed himself. e



A True Servant
of the People

Hon. R. Premathasa
Prime Minister of Sti Lanka

The simple, dedicated and mnoble life of the late
Mr, Kathiravelupillai is an example and a lesson to all
of us.

If there is one quality among his many virtues which
I should like to single out for special mention, it was his
devotion to the truth as he saw it. He was onc of those
who cherished the ideal of acting according tc his con-
science. Whenever he expressed his views, he did so with

conviction, bearing no illwill towards others. He was a true
humanitarian, a true servant of the people.

Although we belonged to two different political parties
that did not mar the friendship and the respect we had
for each other.

Mr. Kathiravelupillai’s services to his people in the
MNorth were immense, and 1 have no doubt that history
will give him his duc reward in the years to come, Mean-
while, I am certain that he will continue te live in the
hearts of the people he served so faithfully and so well.

It is right and fitting that we revere his memory in
the manner we do so today.

As I said in my funeral oration I have known thc.

late Mr. Kathiravelupillai from the days since he, his brother
and I went te the same school. My friendship with him
ripened with the years when we were both in Parliament,

@
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Passed away
in an Undivided Sri Lanka

Hon. Nissanka Wijeyaratne
Minister of Justice, Sri Lanka.

Mr. Kathiravelupillai was an erudite student. There was
a humanism in him which brought a wide outlook, and
there was compassion at all times in his words and his
actions.

I remember how, mnearly 20 years ago, I met him again
in Jaffna when as a government servant I was sent to
work there during a rather troubled period. Like many
of the members of his party whom [ met, he always
showed a sympathy and understanding even for those whom he
considered did not have sympathy and understanding for
the cause that he stood for.

I remewnber with gratitude how, when 1 came as
a Member to this House, on a number of occasions he
signalled to me across the Floor, and took me to the Lobby,
advised me with kindness and even discussed my utterances
in the House and conversed with me on the problems
which were so dear to him and which he felt could uiti-
mately be solved in our country with goodwill and under-
standing. From my university days I knew him. My father
was a friend of his father. Our family connections were
intimate, and I remember how distressed the members of
his family were when he chose to go abroad alone out
of consideration for others, so that no one would be in-
convenienced. This quality of consideration was one aspect
that all members of our family came to respect in Mr. Kathira-
velupillai, and that is the quality that earned for him the
love and respect of this House.

10



A few months ago he made a distinctive contribution
to the cange he stood for when he spoke at length on
the problems of the Tamil communpity,. We who do not
agree with him will continue to respect his deep convictions,
his courage in expressing them, and the consideration he
showed and expected in the process of debate. It is a solace,
Mr, Speaker, that he passed away in an undivided Sri Lanka,
which will be the richer for the growth of understanding
between the two communities. And as we develop and
mature into closer bonds of friendship, the role Mr,
Kathiravelupillai played, even if he expressed strong
views to the contrary, will be remeémbered with gratitude
and will pass into history, @
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TWO NATIONS l

{ Ceylon now Sri Lanka, is the island home of two
! nations—the Sinhalese and the Tamils. They differ from
each other by history, toerrifory, language, roligion,
eulture and traditions This is the undisputable fact of
; over 2500 years of Ceylon's history.

The Tamils have coms to racalise that their “right

of Eelam in Ceylon.
— 8, Kathiravelupillai, m.p,

§
)
|
on the restoration and recomsiruction of the Tamil Sitate § :
Co-Existence; Not Confrontation §
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} to life, liberty and pursuit of happiness” now depends



An Acknowledged Leader

Hon, Ronﬁie de Mel
Minister of Finance & Planning

Mr. S. Kathiravelupillai was a distinguished Leader of
the Tamil people. He entered Parliament in 1965 and
served the people in the Supreme Legislature of the land
till his death in 1981,

During this period, he achieved fame as one of the
most eminent Parliamentarians of our time. He distingnished
himeself both in the House and in Commitice. His Contri-
butions were always of a very high standard. He was
listened to with deep respect both by friend and foe alike.
He believed in the old adage that brevity is the soul of
wit. His contributions were never long, They were brief.
They were lucid. They were to the point and above all
they were deeply analytical. His speeches reminded me of
old wine of a vintage year when there had beena good
summer and a better autumn or if I may turn to another
metaphor, his words fell thick and fast like auniumn leaves
in Valhambrosa, but mellow all the time. In a contribution
of five minutes, he sometimes demolished the whole trend
of an argument built up by the other side.

Kathitavelupillai was an acknowledged Leader of the
Tamil people. He had a deep historical understanding of
the problems of the Sinhalese people. Such was his tolerance
and breadth of vision,

1 have lost a dear friend. Not a friend of yester year,
but a friend for nearly 40 years from our University days
together. We have remained friends during all the vicissitades
of fate and fortune. He was a small man but he had a
large heart, understanding and deep human compassion.
All this stemmed from his profound scholarship and
erudition. He was a student of philosophy both western
and eastern. He was a student of the Tamil language and -
Tamil literature. He was a student of political science-
He had written more than one book in the Tamil langnage.
Like all learned men, his learning stood lightly on him.
He was not given to empty boast and vain glory. He was
always humble and self-effacing. @
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Dedicated Fighter

Hon. Mr. Vincent Perera
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs & Sports

In the social sphere he desired to eradicate the caste
system and to achieve this he not only believed in precept
but in example, for we find him in June 1979 doing the
work of a barber to show the people that there was nothing
degrading in any type of work and thereby demonstrating
the dignity of labour. He endeavoured to break through
certain barriers of trades ftraditionally engaged in by so-
called low caste communities. To him work was worship,

He was instrumental in the setting up of an Industrial
Estate at Atchuvely in his constituency and in providing
a Housing Scheme for Minority Tamils in Chelvanayaka-
puram, He loved his people and was a dedicated fighter
for their causc. e
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A Man of Pious Convictions

Sirima R. D. Bandaranaike,
President,
Sri Lanka Freedom Party

The late Mr. Sivasubramaniam Kathiravelupillai was a
distinguished son of a distinguished father, I have known
his father Mr. S. Sivasubramaniam who is a respected
senior lawyer in Hulftsdorp.

After the death of the late C. Vanniasingham Mz
Kathiravelupillai became the M. P. for Kopay.

Even if one disagrees with his political ideals yet
everyone will agree that the late Mr. Kathiravelupillai was
sincere and dedicated to the cause he believed in and for
which he fought in and out of Parliament. He was a man
of pious convictions modest and simple in his ways.
He was a successful practitioner of the law and one of
the leading lawyers in Jaffna on the civil side.

On behalf of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, I wish
to convey my condolences to his grieved wife and children
as well as to other members of his family. ]

Dreamer Dies
Long Live Tamil Eelam

Director,
The Centre for Tamil Affairs, U. S. 4.

It was with profound regret and shock that we
learned about the unfortunate and untimely death
of Mr. Kathiravelupillai.

The Tamil community has lost its favourite son.
His work and devotion and energy is unmatchable.
He believed very strongly in the words of Poet
Tennyson,

““To Strive, To Seek, To Find, but neverto yield”’
The dreamer dies, but the dreamlives on., Long
live Tamil Belam. @
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Served the Community

The Hon. M. M. Abdul Cader
Court of Appeal of Sri Lanka

The excellent qualities of head and heart of the late
Mr. S. Kathiraveluppillai are too well known for me to
reiterate, I came to know him when he practised with me
at the Jaffna Bar and he showed such brilliance that I
entertained great hopes that one day he would be the most
outstanding member of the Jaffna Bar. When he was dragged
into politics, he sought my advice and my advice was
that he should continune exclusively in the practice of the
law. I regretted that he left the Bar for politics and I
continue to do so.

When 1 joined the Judicial Service, I had such con-
fidence in his capacity as an Advocate that I passed all
my briefs without exception to him and therecafter we
continued to be good friends. When he was making
arrangements to translate into Tamil the Rubayyat of Omar
Kayyam, he was good enough to consult me and [ am
happy he did so, because I was able to give him an
excellent translation in English of his great poem in its
true spirit of Sufism by Swamy Tirathdas of Osmaniya
University, Hyderabad, but for which he would have followed
the translation by Robert Fitzgerald which, though it is
excellent poetry, is a misinterpretation of the true concepts
and thoughts of Omar Kayyam, making it appear that Omar
was interested in wine, women and song when, in fact,
he was singing about God, love and sublimation in God.

His services to the country and community is well
known. Many others more qualified to speak about these
have done so eloguently.

I join his numerous friends and others in placing oa
record my appreciation of his services to humanity, @
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Follow His Foot Steps

The Hon. M. Jameel
The High Court Judge

The late Mr. Kathiravelupillai was as someone
described him a down to earth a politician. He, I am
told was theoretician of the party and as such like
most theoreticians he could not have been all that
popular. He was steadfast. He would not allow sweeping
changes. He was some what deeply engrossed in thought
and made a fine study of whatever was placed before him
and it was his practice to speak littlc and think much.

His political life, I believe started in 1965 when he
entered Parliament. For the last !5 or 16 years and un-
interruptedly, he has been a member of Parliament. He
was an astute lawyer., His modus in this arena was quiet
persuasion rather than a stormy attack. He was most of
the time in the District Court both in Jaffna and in the
other Distriet Courts in the peninsula. He tread or marked
out a path which I think as stated by Mr. Kanaganayagam
could be emulated by cvery other lawyer even though they
may be senior to him. Mr, Kathiravelupillai’s approach to
any subject that was placed before him was deep, sincere
and honest.

He took an Honours degree at the Ceylon University
and thereafter passed out as an advocate and came to
practice in the Northern area. The Honours degrec in
Philosophy led him to delve deeply into the mysteries and
byeways of Philosophy. Generally such a wide ranging
subject such as Philosophy will not mix with the rigidity
and relevancy of the Law of Evidence, but he was able
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to compound them and contain them admirably. He was
an erudite scholar and he wrote a book on Philosophy and
also translated into Tamil those mystical and glerious
stanzas of the Rubayyat. In every way he was amiable.
He was a devoted hasband, a loving father and above all
a gentleman, Tt is rare in these days to find such a one.
He was one whom you can follow safely and you are
sure that he would not mislead you.

Steadfast in his outlook, he was always willing to help
others or lend a helping hand. Of course, towards the
end he became a little carcless about his health and paid
the price for it at the carly age of 57. He was a
gentleman and had a very genial personality. He was a
person with whom you can converse and go away benefited
thereby. He was a person who would not hesitate to
correct you if you are wrong and to correct himself if
he was found wrong. Men with these qualities are rare
and they fitted well the persomality of a leader which he
was and we who are left behind can only strive to follow
in his footsteps with the hope that we might better our-
selves, @
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: RESTORATION & RECONSTITUTION

Full froedom, independence and the mutually unrestricted |
exercise of sovereignify for both people the Sinhaless ¢
and the Tamils, now depends on fhe restoration and g
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reconsfitution of Sinhala and Tamil States.

The Binhaalese. would net really desire to rule
over and runm an empire over the unwilling Tamils and
be guilly of neo-colonialism and agression.

~ 8 Kathiravelupillai. m. p.
(Secretary, Hankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi)

 o-Existence; Not Confrontation
{A statement on Eelam)
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A Good Friend and A Lawyer

K. Palakidwar Esg.
District Judge

For the proper administration of justice a strong bar
is a very important requisite, A strong bar requires men
of very high integrity, intelligence and above all high moral
values. Mr. Kathiravelupillai was notably one such persen.
He was a great assistance to the Bench and a brilliant
and illusirious member of the bar. In presenting his case
for the clients he was resourceful enough to anticipate
arguments of his opponent aund met his case as well. When
the turn of the opponent came there was very little left for
him to do in presenting his case. Mr, Kathiravelupillai gave
of his best to his clients and discharged his duties to the
Court for the purpose of administering justice in the fullest
manner possible. The Beanch is indebted wvastly for his
wisdom and erudition.

His academic background was the study of Philosophy.
He brought to bear the logic and the penetrative thinking
that such a study inculcated into his profession as well as
into his politics. His emergence as a politician was by and
large circumstantial. Knowing him as I do, he was in the
manner born to work for the welfare of others and he was a
man dedicated to the service of mankind. Although the
politics in the region where he lived was restrictive of the
true spirit in which he wished to serve mankind, one could
observe that He played his restricted role with honesty and
conviction. Basing his Philosophy and political outlook on
the principles of Mahatma Gandhi, he necessarily coyld
not have working for one community alone. He was in
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essence a man who thought he should settie the proble
of one community in the greater national intersst. 1 could
have forseen that if he was spared a longer span of life
he would have been a national leader shoulder to shoulder
with the present generation of nationalists in the South
who are at the helm of political affairs in our Couniry.

He was a fond father and a loving husband. His
home was a haven to all persons be they Ceylonese or
foreigners. | was at his bome when he hosted the Moral
Rearmament Team from India under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi’s grandson RajMohan Gandhi. The hospitality
and kindness and the warmth that pervaded the home on
that occasion was typical of the serenity that prevailed in
his home, despite the turmoil in the political arena out-
side. He was a man who was dedicated to a life of service
He realised the ideal in full measure. But alas his span
of life was cut short and the country was poorer by an
individual who would have contributed very much more
for the progress of unity and development in the country.
The sentiments e¢xpressed at his funeral by his political
collegues from the South such as the Prime Minister reflected
his benign and respected personality. He was regarded by
one and all who spoke that day as an asset to the country
as a whole and his loss is bemoaned by all leaders inthe
country. We join the politicians, lawyers and all others in
praying that he would be remembered for ever by the society
which he was dedicated to serve and our sympathies are
extended in full measure to his wife and children and the
other members of his family to whom his passing away is
indeed an irremediable loss @
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Learn to Emulate Him

5. R. Kanaganayagam
President
Jaffna Bar Association
Mr. Kathiravelupillai’s life is a great landmark in
the history of advocates who had  appeared in this
Court from British times. Itis not daily that we come
across such men who are dedicated to the service
of their clients and in latter vyears to the members
of the public. It is not necessary for me here in this
court to refer to his activities in the political field. Suffice
it to state that he did his best against great odds. We have
differences of opinion in the political field. bur we agree
to disagree. That was a  great trait. Whether we are
lawyers or politicians, one should learn to emulate him,
He was well known to all the Judges who had graced
the Benches viz: High Court, District Court and Magistrate
Court Benches in Jaffna and the Courts in the outstations
at Chavakachcheri, Mallakam, Kayts, Mullaitivu, Vavuniya
and Mannar. @

The Movement has
Become Orphan

Lavanam
Director, Athiest Centre,
Patamata, Vijayawada.

The whole movement for social change in Sri Lanks in
general and in Jaffna in particular has become orphan with
his death. The movement for a non-violent social change
in Jaffna area and the Non-violent Direct Action Commitfee
have beecomoe poorer without him.

M. Kathiravelupillai was Iinterested in the promoefion of
international understanding and human hrotherhood and golid-
arity. We feel his loss for ever.

The memories of my visit to his house and fo Kopay
Camp and Jaffna are so fresh and green in my mind. ®
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Irreparable Loss
For Tamils

R. Sampanthan
M. P. for Trincomalee

Purity, simplicity, generosity and clarity were some of
the exemplary qualities that distinguished the life of the
late Mr. Kathiravelupillai. He was completely devoid of
any ambition. He entered this House as a representative
of the people, it was not because he sought it but
because he was sought after to accept that responsibility.
I remember the Hon. Prime Minister paying a tribute to
the late Mr. Kathiravelupillai in Jaffna. The Hon. Prime
Minister said, ** Mr. Kathiravelupillai always spoke from
the bottom of his heart.”’ That was indeed true. Mr. Kathira-
velupillai did in fact speak from the bottom of his heart. He
spoke in crystal clear langnage. He spoke forthrightly but he
spoke without rancour or offence. It was indeed a refreshing
thing to be engaged in a conversation with him. He had
a sparkling sense of humour, and every word he uttered
was pregnant with meaning.

His dear wife was a tower of strength to him. We
have all been recipients of the generosity of the late
Mr. Kathiravelupillai and his dear wife. His home was
to us yet another home away from our own homes. He
has left behind a young family, a little son and two
younger daughters. While we send out to his dear family
our deep condolences on this occasion, perhaps the family
will find some solace in the awareness that Mr. Kathira-
velupiliai, during his lifetime, did not live for himself,
but lived for his people. The Tamil people of this country,
whether they be from the North, the East or elsewhere,
have indced suffered a very deep and irreparablc loss. @
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LONDON TAMILS MOURN

A two minutes silence was observed and the following
Resolution adopted all standing, at a Represontative Meoting
of Tamils held on Saturday 4th April 1981 at the ‘Wembledon
Community Centre, Londen:

" This meeting of Tamils representing a cross section of
the Community living in London expresses its deep
and profound shock on the sudden and untimely death
of Mr. 8. Kathiravelupillai, Member of Parliament,
Kopay and hastens to convey its heartfelt condolences
to Mrs, Kathiraveluppillai and other members of the
bersaved family.”

Tributes were paid to the Memory of Mr. Kathiravelupillai;
and fio hig increasingly leading role in recent years,

Mr. Krishna Vaikunthavasan, Presided. Mr. Sri Thillai-
ampalam, President of the Helam Association of America
also was present. &
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