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An Appreciation

The late Mr. K. Ratnasingam was one of my
long-standing friends, for whom | had great
regard in my life, on account of his breadth
of wvision, public spirit, human sympathy, and
flair for social service. He was a real gentleman
of quite a sportive type, and had a very wide
circle of friends and acquaintances, who held him
in high esteem.

When he was reading with me at Jaffna
Hindu College, in the London Matriculation Class,
he was deemed to be an all-round sportsman
and athlete of a wvery high order, who was at,
the same time remarkably proficient in English.
But for his absorbing interest and excessive in-
duigence in sports and athletics at the expense
of his studies, he would have become an able
lawyer like his illustrious brother Mr. K. Raja-
ratnam, who was my contemporary at Law College
and is faring well as an advocate at the Colombo
Metropolitan Bar.

Mr. Ratnasingam started life as a Government
Contractor about 45 vears ago, and was pros-
pering well in that vocation at Gampola, following
the foot-steps of his father, Mr. Kanapathippillai
a successful businessman, who was a tower of
strength to the Tamils, and kept the Sinhala and
Muslim chandiyas of Gampola in their proper
place, under constant terror. He was at that time
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espousing several noble causes of which special
mention may be made of his charitable donation-
of & :-=f'b._pel-_ piece . of land to. the\ _gamp

Cofege ‘and the. yeemah servwe he
raising funds for the erection of a big storeyed
building at the Kokkuvil Hindu College, during
the principalship of Mr. 8. H. Perlnbanayaham:
who was once our pohtlcal _guru of the Gan-
dhian make. Apart from institutional charity, he
also individually helped to the best of his ability
the poor and the low, for whom he always had
a soft corner in his heart.

He would have in course of time entered
the Parliament and performed cosiderable service
to the country, had not his political aspirations
been fully shattered by the Citizenship and Fran-
Chies acts, which kindled communalism, isolating
the Tamils from the Sinhalese.

May his soul attain the much-prayed for
eternal bliss!!!

yvayavilan, V. Rasanayaham J.P,
7th July, 1980. '~ Attorney-at-law
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