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May Their Souls RVest Ju Peace

The late Mr. & Mrs. P. Sri Skanda Rajah have often participated in
the celebrations of our Mission. They were very cultured and dedicated their
services in ample measure to the Lord. Mr. Sri Skanda Rajah was upright
and steady in his profession. He was also very bold in his decisions. He
treated all equally and led an exemplary life according to the tenets of Hin-
duism. The tributes that have been paid by many eminent personalities
furnish ample proof of the invaluable service rendered by the devoted couple
to the Hindus and the country at large. The country has already expressed
its great sorrow at the loss of such devoted souls at this juncture when we
need men and women of such calibre. May their souls rest in peace.

Swami Prematmananda,
Vice-President,
Ramakrishna Mission (Ceylon Branch)
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by M. S. Sanscni,
Retired Chief Justice

The late Mr. P. SriSkandarajah and 1 first met when we were Law
Students over 40 years ago. We were members of the Ceylon Judicial Ser-
vice for many years and eventually we were fellow judges of the Su preme Court.

I thus came to know him well and we remained friends until his death.
We were both interested in the study of the Law and the administration of
Justice. On same aspects of these matters we held different views but this
did not affect our personal rclations with each other.

He was a man of independent character, considerable ability, and strong
views to which he gave expression in no uncertain terms. He tolerated nobody
who tried to interfere with his judicial powers. He was anxious to see justice
done efficiently and speedily, so that he was impatient when he came across
instances of slackness or avoidable delay in the handling of cases in Court.
He cared not what others may have thought of his actions and judgments for
he regarded himself as answerable only to God and his conscience.

He struck me as being a happy man, ready to face disappointments
cheerfully. As a deeply religious person he undoubtedly prayed constantly
for wisdom and understanding and a right judgment.

It is sad to reflect that he who worked so hard and conscientiously

during his judicial career had such a short time which he to enjoy his well-
earned retirement.
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SRISKANDA RAJAH - THE JUDGE
by V. Sivasupramaniam,
Supreme Court Judge.

It is with much pleasure that I accede to the request of the Secretary
of the Kompaniththeru Saiva Munnetta Sangam to contribute to this publi-
cation a brief article on some aspect of the life of the late Mr. P. Sri Skanda
Rajah, whose sudden death has been widely mourned.

The first picture of the late Mr. Sri Skanda Rajah that comes (o one’s
mind is that of Sri Skanda Rajah, the Judge. That was, perhaps, the role in
which he found the greatest personal satisfaction. For well nigh one half
of the period of his life’s span, he sat in judgment between man and man in
various capacities — as a Magistrate, as a District Judge, as a Commissioner
of Assize and finally as a Judge of the Supreme Court. Throughout that period,
he brought 1o bear on the performance of his duties the qualities of incorrupt-
ible impartiality, unflinching courage and sterling independence. He placed
much reliance on Divine Guidance and administered justice strictly and un-
swervingly in terms of his judicial oath — without fear or favour, affection or
ill-will.  He treated alike every party who appeared before him, whether
such party was the State or the humblest citizen. In respect of counsel too
who appeared before him, he made no distinction between junior and senior.
There were some occasions in the course of his career when his refusal to accord
to certain senior lawyers privileges to which they had become accustomed but
to which they were not legitimately entitled resulted in his incurring the wrath
of those seniors but he refused to be coerced inte varying his orders. It was
characteristic of him that once he was satisfied with the correciness of a course
of action decided upon by him he would not yield to any pressure from any
quarter to change it.

He had a sympathetic understanding of the hardships and difficulties
of litigants and did everything in his power to alleviate them. In particular
he was a firm believer in the dictum “Justice delayed is Justice denied”
and he strove hard in every court over which he presided to ensure the prompt
dispensation of justice.

In his life he endeavoured to guide himself by the admonition given to
Arjuna by Shri Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita:

“Find full reward

Of doing right in right. Let right deeds be

Thy metive, net the fruit which comes from them.”
The physical and moral courage which he showed on various occasions un-
doubtedly stemmed from that fact.

Tiru Valluvar in his immortal Kural, says

Sa&Ti Seafe GQuertt ST

QrésSHTH & e LG h
The just and the unjust are known by their posterity.

By that test, the highly talented and distinguished children whom he
has left behind are a sure index that the late Mr. Sri Skanda Rajah was a just
and virtuous man.
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A GREAT LOSS TO ALL OF US

by R. Sabanayagam,
President.
Kataragama Pilgrims’ Thondar Society, Colombo.

Mr. P. Sriskandarajah’s death has been a great loss to all of us. I had
known him many years, in fact from the days he was a law student. But it
was in recent years, after he retired from service that I really got to know him.
Sris lived up to the ideals of Hinduism. He was of a genial disposition, affable
manners and very sincere friend. He was always available for any work con-
nected with religion. He was a Patron of the Vivekananda Society, a vice
president of the Tiruketiswaram Temple restoration society and two years
ago on his retirement took over duties as President of the Congress of Hindu
Religious Societies.

Failing health latterly did not permit him to be of as much service as
he wished, but when duty called, he was there. At the last Annual Meeting
of the Congress of Hindu Societies held at Batticaloa, Sriskandarajah was
quite ill, but insisted that the meeting be held and also presided its deliberations.
His service to the Hindu societies by active co-operation in their activities,
timely advice and support has been a shining example to others. He was in
the vanguard of the temple entry movement and was a man who was never
afraid of expressing his opinion.

His friends will always remember him for his warmth of his personality
and his never failing smile of welcome.
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IT IS NOT A CRIME TO BE A TAMIL

by Sir Oliver Goonetilieke,
The Former Governor General of Ceylon.

These are occasions on which if one is all too brief, it should not be
interpreted by anybody that one is not conscious of the occasion or the im-
portance of the personage whom we remember today. My mind goes back
to a period when those who advised me had genuine doubts whether the im-
pulsive MR. SRI SKANDA RAJAH should be stepped on the ladder to the
Supreme Court bench. These werc anxieties operly expressed. But, 1 as
representative of the Queen had no doubt that in this country to be a good
Tamil did not mean that one ceased to be a good son of Ceylon. To be a
good Hindu did not mean that one ceased good to be a son of Ceylon. M. Sri
Skanda Rajah was a product of all that background. He proved to the world
and Ceylon that he was a fair and fearless and upright judge. We are on the
eve of the 21st Anniversary of Independence. 1 like to remind you that
Ceylon did not win this freedom by masses of our people going to jail, by our
leaders being incarcerated for long periods in jail. We got freedom across the
conference table because we were able to prove that our Judiciary was the best
in the Empire at that time. We proved that our administration could compare
with that of other parts of the Empire, and men like SRI SKANDA RAJAH
contributed to this claim. I am not so close to Ceylon now. Occasionally 1
read and hear gossip and events that fill me with horror and anxiety. 1 ask
& of you in this Hall and others who may be listening to me that as a memory
to MR. SRI SKANDA RAJAH that every person in this Island today make a
resolution that they will never allow communal intolerance to disrupt our claim
to being a multireligious, multiracial community. We are an example in all
Asia. We must see to it that it is no crime in this land to differ in politics,
that it is no crime in this country to differ in religion, that it is no crime in this
land to be a true Tamil, a true Muslim, a true Sinhalese. I consider it a great
honour to be associated in this meeting to pay tribute to a great man —
MR. SRI SKANDA RAJAH.
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by C. Ranganathan Q.C.

I am thankful to the Kompaniththeru Saiva Munnetta Sangam for
giving me this opportunity to pay my humble tribute to The Late
Mr. P. Sri Skanda Rajah retired Puisne Justice.

My first appearance before him was when I appeared in a land case
in the Court of Requests at Gampaha. The point involved was one of
great difficulty and was ultimately decided by a Divisional Bench of three
Judges. Although I was Junior at that time, he was extremely courteous
and considerate and helped to elucidate the various legal questions under
consideration. When ! met him several years later, after his appointment
to the Supreme Court, I was surprised to find that he remembered this case
and the point that was argtied before him.

I had the pleasure of appearing before him in several appeal cases
in the Supreme Court. [t has been truly said of him that he was a fearless,
independent and conscientious Judge: the paramount consideration that
weighed with him was the interest of the parties before him and of justice. 1
respectfully endorse this well deserved tribute.

He will ever be remembered not only as an outstanding Judge but
also as a great Hindu Leader. He was a devout and practising Hindu. ['e
took a keen interest in several Hindu Societies and Movements and in parti-
cular, the All-Ceylon Hindu Congress which he ably guided as its President.
His work and his contribution towards the eradication of social disabilitics
based on caste are well known. In his religious and social work, he was ably
assisted by his devoted wife who survived him only by a few days.

May their souls rest in bliss at the Feet of Lord Siva is my fervent
prayer.
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by T. Sri Ramanathan,
President.
Incorporated Law Society of Ceylon.

In the recent past so much has been said of the late revered Mr. P.
Sri Skanda Rajah that I wondered what I should say of him in this brief note
of mine. Mr. Sri Skanda Rajah’s versatility was based on the underlying
guiding purpose — enthusiasm for all liberal causes. ““Siris™ as he is popu-
larly known to those who have been associated with him had a flair for giving
and receiving hospitality which had won him many friends in diverse walks
of life. He had a talent for getting on with men and women at all levels of
society which helped him considerably in making him into a judge of great
eminence who put into practice judicial indepcndence, and, above all, who
believed in fearlessness.

In conversations after his retirement he enjoyed attacking with zestful
wit whatever he felt was not keeping up to accepted traditions and notions.
Nobody had the capacity to move more adroitly than *‘Siris” among politi-
cians, diplomatists and professional men — many of them at loggerheads with
one another in many problems. Nobody had a more sensitive ear for the
murmurs and undertones of radicalism. On many occasions I had the pleasure
of having conversations with him which indicated an insight into his capacity
for magnanimity and compromise.

Towards the end of his life ““Siris” mind turned increasingly towards
per.onal questions of faith and philosophy and rested in the last resort in the
spirit of Hinduism. There is one underlying factor in his life which must be
remembered —a conscientiousness with which he discharged any duty allotted
to him.
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