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Bye, bye to by-elections

When the new constitution replaces
the old, we will be saying goodbye
to an exciting ald ceremony in this
highly politicised  society — the  by-
efection. [f a member dles the
vacancy will be fifled by a man
nominated by the General Secretary
of the party which took the seat at
the 1977 polls. Likewise, if any mem-
ber leaves a party he dutomatically
vacates hiz seat, ond the same pro-
cedure will be followed. Party bosses
will enfoy a new omnlpatence. For
if a memberis sacked, his political
career s kaput

In effect, this means that the
party complexion will not be changed —
if at all —until 1983,

Media mayhem

The UNP press and other oppo-
sition papers made a favourite target
of Loke House under the previous
dispensation. Even page proofs of
Lake House papers were gaily exhibited
by Opposition politiciens. Last week
the bost was on the other foot.
*‘Aththa" published an article which
had been passed for publication in
the ‘Dinamina’ but had been pulled
cut gt the last momemt  The article
was g reply by Dr. | B. Dissanayake,
2 university lecturer, to a venemous

attack on Mortin Wickremasinghe by
Loke House Director, 5. Manikkoaratchi
Mr. Manikkaoratchi's essay which also
castigated Professor  foseph Needham
wos originolly published in the *Dina-
ming'. It was re-published in the
‘Daily Mews" with ot lenst one of
fts ill-mannered passoges discreetly
excised.

Meanwhile, Lake House hopes to
buy a new fleet of buses from abroad.
In the doysof D. R, the *Daily News'
bus provided public transport while
distributing newspopers. s Loke Hou-
se back in business? An ex Loke
Houseman remarked:  “‘Since lake
House today s carrying so many
passengers an Its staff, it might as
well do it on the public highway.™

Cur man in Havana

Plantetions Minisiter M. D. H. (the
other Harry) fayowardena is off te
Cuba, but not as some newspapers
mistokenly reported, to leod the 5
Lanka delegation to the Youth Festival.
The agreeable and affable Harry used
to be the butt of many parliamentary
wits because he fhad a habit of
dozing off on a drawsy afternoon
“We hope', said a young Castro fan
pocking his bags for Hovane, “M.D H,
doesn't put Castro to sleep”. |f he
does, he will sucesed where the CIA
has foiled 18 times,

Letters

Ugly scene

May I bring to your notice an
ugly scene which it was my mis-
fortune to witness this afternoon.
I was walking towards Dalada Mali-
gawa when I happened to pass a
group of people walking on the
pavement In a procession escorted
by two khaki uniformed officers.
This zroup of men were Remand
Prisoners being escorted to  the
Kandy Remand Prison from the
Bogambara Prison. The ungliness
of the scene was that these remand
prisoners  were handcuffed and
chained two by two.

Is it not unjust in this “Dharmis-
hta era to escort handeuffed
prisoners through the crowded
streets of the town while hundreds
of people paze at them as if they
were wild beasts being taken to be
tamed. As an ex-prisoner. I
sincerely urge you, to mobilize
public apinion against this type
of insult and indscency which a
prisoner is destined to experience
in his day to day life.

Peradeniva. J. Uyangoda

Lenin and 180° turn

In a letter to your journal, Mr.
Costain de Vos tries hard to peddle
the shop-worn thesis that to a
Marxist the end justifies any means.

This is nonsense, Because Mar-
xists always helisve that the means
determine the end.

Lenin adapted Marxist theory
ta suit the actual circumstances in
Russia and put forward the theory
that there need be no  “Clhincse
wall” separating the two revolut-
ions in Russia, and that,’ provided
the working class gave leadership
to the first stage of the revolution,
which would be bourgeois, the

~end of thal stage could be the

beginning of the second stage, the
socialist revolution. That is how
it happened in Russia, Where is
the 180 degrees turn ?

(Continued on page 7)



WM the one-day token strike
by the Bank Employces the
first shot ina coming confronta-
tion? With the exception of the
Sun’ the peneral reporiing of the
event was not only clumsily par-
tisan but extremely ill-informed.
A new demand put forward by
the Joint Action Committee of
the country's major trade unions
went completely unnoticed.  The
Bank Employees Union is a mem-
ber of this Commiltee, and the
common demand of the 16 fede-
rations for an across-the-board
150/- monthly salary increase coin-
cided with the | day strike.

These Tederations are affiliated
to the three major opposilion
parties, the SLFP, LSSP and CP,
and include alse the CMU, the
Maoists, PDP, Trotskyvists, and
assorted ‘new’ Leflt organisalions.
The membership covers the govern-
ment service, the corporation and
private sector. The other demands
are; (a) restoralion of the rice
ration (b} re-instatement of “victi-
miszd® workers and (c) new colle-
ctive agrecments in  the privale
sector with the Employers Federa-
tion.

There have been lightning or
wildcat strikes and sporadic stop-
pages throughout this year but
no concerted union action. There
are two basic reasons Tor this:

(a) the mutual hostilities divi-
ding the SLFP and ULF (a) legacy
of the UPF's break-up), and a
fragmented Left, in which the ‘new’
Left is trving to seize or nibble
al the Old Lefi’s traditional trade
union bases. (The GGsSU and
Mr. Vasudeva Nanayakkara's in-
liltration tactics is a case in point).

{b) The feeling among the older
parties that it would be a tactical
mistake to engage ina “premature
confrontation’ with a strong-willed

z

_ News background

Bank strike’s aftermath and changing

union mood

government. As & reasult, they are
restraining the more advenlurous
young union bosses and cadres
and advocating a policy of probing-
and-testing the government until
the mass mood is right, and the
correct issue comes alang i. e. the
economic situation.

But pressure from below is also
forcing the political parties 1o
re-think tactics with each new
situation. The parties cannot be
found to trail behind the unions.

The uwnions feel that the next
few months will be crocial. At
a recent discussion. their repiescn-
taiives agresd that further subsidy
cuts and prece increases (flour,
sugar, petrol, kerosene) and en-
hanced fures and charpes (transport,
electricity, hospitals, postal) will
precede the next budget. According
to them, this is part of the IMF
deal.

The Bank Union
success in Colombo, and 100%
in the provinces. Dutifully, the
‘ Daily News' published the inevi-
table picture of work in the bank
with the obvious mcessage ‘Busi-
ness as usuzl’. But the ‘Sun’ had
an interesting headline about stri-
kers being ‘struck’ by ‘unidenti-
fied" persons. 20-odd  strikers
received medical treatment, and
four werc quite seriously wounded

claims 90%

Were the assailants *‘non-stri-
kers” or “outsiders”? *Unidenti-
fied" persons broke up picket lines
many months ago when clerks
were  demonstrating  against  the
White paper. The press used phra
ses like “irate parents” and *fin-

nocent passers—by"”  during the
Vidyalankaia affuir.
One of the best organised

unions, the Bank Employees Union,
is not affiliated to any party.
Representing the upper-crust of

the lower-middle class salariat, the
Bank union is fuairly conservalive,
and has no partiality for this or
that government. 1t was locked
in a protracled struggle with Dr.
N, M. Perers and Mr. Felix Dias
Bandaranaike was its Defe noire
‘Muscle’ and storm-trooper’ lac-
tics can harden the feelings of
sneutral’ unions and prove counter-
productive.

Youth Corps
recruitment
starts

he Mational Development Corps

{target: 150,000 men between
20 and 40) will get off the ground
next month when 100 to 200
‘leaders' (efficers) will be specially
selected for training. The comman-
dant of the new Corps will be
Colonel (retd) Denis Hapugalle,
A career officer in the regular
army Mr. Hapugalle was trained
in elite army colleges in U. K.
and U. §. Since his retirement, he
has been working in the ficld of
family planning.

The Army Commander, Gen.
Denis Perera himself is in charge
of the special course which has
now been planned. The men will
get uniforms and some  semi-
military discipline but no weapons
training. Membership is voluntary.

An official spokesman said: *fJt
has some features of National
Service in other countries, and
some features of the old Land
Army, with mistakes of course
corrected. While working on de-
velopment projects on funds provi-
ded from the normal votes of the
Ministry of Irrigation, they will
have in-camp ftraining in technical
skills™.



Foreign policy

‘UNP’s non -a_lighment—vihdﬂ:iéd’-

— A, C.S. Hameed
(Minlster of Foreign Affairs)

J At the elections, our party
under the leadership of Mr.
I R. Jayewardene pledged itself
to a policy of non-alignment in
foreign relations and our position
has been fully vindicated in the
course of this first wyear™ said
Mr. A. C. 5. Hameed, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, inan exclusive
interview with the Editor “Lanka
Guardian"™ a day before his de-
parture to the non-aligned foreipgn
ministers’ meeting in Belgrade.

Q. You inkerited the chairiman-
ship of the movement from the
SLFP government, Would you say
it s in anyway different?

A, Ours is strict non-alignment.

Q. The Janata party wiich trounced
Mrs. Gandiii's Congress ar you did
Mrs. Bandaranaile’s SLFP promi-
sed  gemuing non-alignmment™. s
that the same thing? And what do
these adfectives imply?

A, 1 prefer the term  strict
non-alignment. There is no need
to theorise about these terms. What
is important is practice, and this
is particularly true io’ the sphere
of foreign policy where cvents take
place in the world outside.

Q. And what does your actual
performance show?

A. Firstly, we have been so
strictly non-aligned that the Jave-
wardene government and this coun-
try have won the regard and
respect of all nations, big and
small, rich and poor, irrespective
of their own policies or outlook.
And as a result, we have received
and will continue to receive sube-
stantial aid from the big powers,
western or socialist, US or TS8R,
China or Japan and many others,
Secondly, our non-alignment was
tested under more difficult eir-
cumstances than we would huve
anticipated, or 3ri Lanka as chair-
man of the conference had to face
in the previous year.

Q. What sort
ar challenge?

of special stress

&, Many bilateral disputes bet-
ween members of the movement,
For example, ¥Vietnam and Kam-
puchea or in the Horn of Africa
or more recently in central Africa .,
As chairman, the slightest deviation
from strict non-alignment could
have been opened to misinterpreta-
Liomn.

Q. Could it not be said, on the
other hand, that yowr strict non-
alignment was in fact a policy of
saying nothing about anything. For
instance, the West Asian conflict...
I realise it is not a dispute  bet-
ween members but there was a very
fmporiant event, President Sadat’s
visit to Jerusalem., What Is your
position?

A. We stand for a just and
lasting solution on the basis of
UN and non-aligned summit re-
solutions which we have endorsed.

Q0. Including the full restoration
of the rights of the Palestinian
people?

A. OF course...delinitely.

0. Earlier you mentioned bilate-
ral disputes  between members of
the mavement . hasn't that become
a eritical issue for the non-align-
ment communify right now?

A. very sensilive problem, yes,
You do know the broad prinei-
ples that all non-alignment states
follow...Mo interference whatsoever
in disputes bestween two members,
We listen to their views, We
try to understand the conflict...
we hope that the dispute will be
settled but neither by  word nor
deed do we try to take sides or
intervene.. that is not playing safe
or maintaining silence .. that’s the
basic practice and convention...
but now, as you rightly point
out, there is new thinking.. should
we not have a machinery...some

new lines of approach Lo resolve
these disputcs within the mave-
micnt...some non-aligned members
think this 5 a wvery important
matter at this stage, in the pre-
sent international context, because
otherwise it can lead to interference
from outside, from powers outside
the movement...some nations are
keeping an open mind on this
qucstion but ail are quite concer-
ned, and as you know there isa
Yugoslay initiative which we shall

discuss in  Belgrade and later
Havana.
0. It is being said that Cuba

s not a non-aligned country ond
that the conference should not be
held in Aavana.  Any comment?

A, Then why did 86 non-alig-
ncd countries meet in. Colombo
gnd decide to hold it in Havana?

. Bur this s after Cuba is
supposed to  have helped in the
mvasion of Zaire, a non-aligned
Couniry.

A. Therc has been an allegation
to that effect, and there has been
a flat denial by the Cuban govern-
ment. Besides, officially speaking,
there is only one country, Somu-
lig, fTom within our ranks that
has taken up such a position.

€. But don’t these allepations
and attacks especially on the pros-
pective chairman of the conference
weaken the movement? And what
is the motive behind these attacks?

A. More important than specula-
ting about motives is a plain fact.
The non-alignment movement is
now being taken seriously; as a
serious forece, by every nation...
by those who have been its sup-
porters and sympathisers as well
as by those who were critics...
Secondly, what is paramount is
what we ourselves, the non -aligned
think and do...and look at the
record. Mot one member has left
the movement. On the contrary,
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each year others are asking for
membership at various levels .. that
is not & sign of weakness but
growing strength,

Q. As you move from Belgrade
to Havana, and Sri Lanka hands
over the chairmanship, are you salis-
fied with your stewardship?

A. As 1 told you before, our
government took over as chairman
of the conference in 1477 and since
then it has been a very trying year
in the sphere of internationsl poli-

—

UNP SLFP :

Change and

by Mervyn de Silva

fter the heady days of the
spectacular 1976 Colombo sum-
mit Sri Lanka’s diplomacy has
seitled ap a much quister course.
Like the Janata party in India,
the UNP promised ‘genuine non-
alignmunt’ implying a criticism of
SLFP policy which UNP spokes-
men wisely chose not to deline.
The 1977 pre-clection Indizn
analogy founded largely on  the
highly wisibie mother-son parallel
had on serious eXxaminatlion, more
subsiance probably in foreign policy
than in internal polites. |

5. W. R. D. Bandaranaike who
adopted non-alignment in 1956 was
very much the MNehruist nationa-
list. The brilliant Oxford Union
debater yearned for a larger forum
at a time when the newly indepen-
dent natiops felt a  strong  psy-
chological need to assert their
naiional ideotity and collective
will. In the immediate Asian con-
text, Ceylon, a small island wunin-
volved in regional disputes also had
obvious uses for her bigzer neigh-
bours. There was a ready made
role for Bandaranaike 25 a spokes-
man for an emerging Asian group
and given his lively guesting mind,
and the intellectual interests and
oratorical exhibitionism he had
betrayed as undergraduate, it would
have been unnatural for him not to
seize the inviling opportunity. But
he had so little time.

4

tics.. you, as a student of foreign
aftairs, must surely concede that
point...and then, in that perspective
judpe our performance. As far
as I am concerned, & policy of
strict non-alienment was one of the
pledges made by the UNP and
its feader, Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
and one of the matters cn which
he received an unprecedenicd man-
date .1 believe that during  this
year we have not only kept that
pledge but enhanced the country’s
prestize and brought her substan-
tial benefits... @

continuity

Given her own mental make-
up and amazing instinet lor power
politics, it would have been equally
unnatural for Mrs. Bandaranaike
not to acceplt what clearly  was
an SLFP legacy. An  ill-concea-
led predilection for the spokesman
role, an nctivist foreign policy
and an interpationulism  more
realistic than that of the LSSP
which had monepolised the plat-
form for 20 years with a nohle
zeal that deserved a more attai-
nable ideal than the Trotskyist
Utopia of World Revolution, be-
came firm features of the SLFP's
broad outlook and image. I in
the realm of cultuie, the Kotela-
wellian UNP seemed a vulgar
aberration, the UNP sfureign policy
looked like some quaint picce ol
lupeoge thonghtlessly left  behind
by depariing Whitehall civil ser-
vanls.

Though an acquired taste, an
aszertive foreign policy and its
accompanying glamour must have
had many atiractions to a women
whaose cloistered convent education
did not prevent ber from becom-
ing the world's first woman pre-
mier, the non-aligned chairmanship
was an achievement second only
to the Indo-Ceylon agreement.

Unforiunately for Mrs. Bandara-
naike and the SLFP, her crowning
glory came too late for political

rewards. In fact it had the oppo-
site  effect. Groaning under so
many hardships, tired of loo long a
stay in office and eager for a
chapge of regime, the voter was
in no mood to be impressed by
fureign policy on the grand scale.
As g resull, the summit became a
symbol ol extravagance and a rude
exhibition of a government’s in-
difference to the citizen's everyday
tribulations. Mr. Jayewardene's
platform promise not te travel
too often abroad showed how casy
it was to capitalise on the prevai-
ling popular mood. Questions
about Mrs, Bandarunaike's trips
abroad are still heing asked al-
though the aerial track record of
UNP VIP's this past vear looks
as impressive as Mr. Upali Wije-

wardene's equestrian  enterprises
on the English turf.
Anyway, the UMNP's “'geowine

non-alignment” did not mean a
sharp break with the past.  As
in India’s case, western analysis
who anticipated such a dramatic
departure, {meaning a pro-western
lunge) have been proved wrong.
As with Mr. Desai’s poliey, Mr,
Jayewardene's reveals as many cle-
ments of continuity as change. The
change is in emphasis and style—
a low-key job done by a foreign
minister rather than the high-
pressure, image-projecting personal
diplomat of Mrs. Bandaranaike.

Expectations and predictions of
sharp change in foreign policy
betray an inability to grasp two
basic [acts:

(1) The extremely limiied forei-
gn policy options open to  the
under-developed countries.

{2} The varying degress of rela-
tive autonomy (as against effective
or total independence) enjoyed by
thie big and the small, the poor
and the poorest, within the non-
aligned community.

In the particular case of Sri
Lanka, misconceplions arising from
a failure o appreciaie the abave
could be doubly misleading if there
is a simple attempt to contrast
the UF policy of 1970 with the
UMNP policy 1977-78. The reasons
are many:

(a) The main decisions (suspen-
sion of relations with Israel,



North Korea and GDR  missions
at ambassadorial level, recognition
of the PRG in South Victnam
etc) were in fact made before
the elections and declared in the
UF Common program.

(b) Considering the electoral
balance of strength, the SLEP
was then the major partner but
not necessarily the dominant foree
i policy making process. The
Left  enjoyed a disproportionate
influence. Though there are “mar-
nists’ and ‘murxisls’ and there
were many imporiant  dissimilari-
ties in the Chilean and Ceylonese
situations, the *Tines' London had
a point when it noted editorially
that there were more avowed
marxists in the UF than in Allen-
de’s Cabinet of the same year,
Partly out of the politician’s con-
ventional habit of thinking that
what is in the manilesto does
not really matter, and partly he-
cause articulate anti-Left SLEP*
ers like Felix Bandaranaike were
not actively involved in the draft
ing stage, the SLFP acquicsced in
this ~ Left-oriented thinking,

(¢) As a result, the SLFP/UF’s
policy posture was more radical
and ‘left-leaning’, as western anal-
¥sts had it, than its true idealo-
gical character,

(d) Under the pressure of un-
foreseen events and unexpected
challenges, the truc and rapidly
changing character of ,the SLFP
emerged as the party gradually
re-asseried its dominant role in
the UF.

This process was aceelerated by
events and developments both
political and economic viz. the
1971 insurrection, the most impar-
tant event of the decade, if not
in our post-independence history;
the post-1973 world economic
crisis and its severe impact on the
domestic economy; the SLFP's
perception of these events, and its
reponse to them, and the choices
extzrnal and internal, it identi-
fied and adopted; the influence
of kev pressure groups on the
SLFP leadership, especially the
new business interests.

{e) The end result was that the
SLFP's foreizn policy did not end
(s2y Summit 1976) where it star-
tzd in 1970,

Thus, 8 compavison between the
SLFP's forcign policy profile in
1976/77 and the UMNP's perfor-
mance this past 12 months is far
more meaningful. Tt would show
more continuily than discontinuity,
although the UNP, never too
vecupied with forcign policy nor
much alive to ils importance and
intricacies, may not have cons
ciously  willed such s smooth
transition. The truth iz that the
UNP's path was prepared by the
SLFP from about 1973-74 onwards,

While her laft allies let go a
shrill, nervous howl about CIA
inspiration behind the JVP, Mrs.
Bandaranaike turned, almost asa
reflex  action prompited by her
deep-scated ideological eonvictions,
to Britain, India and US (and
later Pakistan, USSR, Yugoslavia,
und Egypt) to erush what she saw
as 4 security threut from the
ultra-Left, The emergency produced
a new psychology and  style  of
government which lad  obviously
foreign policy implications. Secu-
rity came first, the decision-making
process  became  less apen (Mr.
Subasinghe was to call it much
ater ‘invisible government’) and
a new apparalus was  guictly
installed, almost  unconsciousiy.
Real authority  shifted from  the
tripartite alliance sand even the
Cabinet to a coterie of intimate
fully trusted advisers one — ar two
powerful politicians, the court
circle, the top bureaucrats and the
security experts. One saw the
outlines of a bureaucratic-military
stratum, gradually usurping power
from the Cabinet and the UF.
This new apparatus was used by
a strong-willed leader for purposes
other than security. In a more
intensified form and on a tighter
time-scale the same phenomenon
ermcrged in India. Tt isolated the
in-group, a cabal, from the party,
the party from its coalition part-
ners, the UF [rom the social Forees
that had supported it, and the
whole government from the people.

Mesnwhile business  interests
close to the SLEFP were increa-
singly agitated over the general

direction of budpelary policies, the
emphasis on public sector expan-
sion and the Left pressure for
wider nationalisation.  These inter-
ests were an influential segment

of the nascent bourgeoisie (the
‘progressive national bourgeoisie’
as some SLEP theorists still like
to call it} which was nurtured by
the impert substitution and protec-
tionist policies of the SILFP post-
1956, and more so, post- 1960, and
flourished under parly patronage,
This potential  class, as  Samir
Amin dzscribes it, had now arrived.
With its muturation as an authentic
bourgeoizie, its interests and out-
look had changed. It looked
forward to the next stage of foreign
collaboration and overseas markets
for *new’ exports. Again, the
stage was being set for the IMF-
oriented  “export  platferm® and
other policies which the UNP was
historically ordained to pursue.

The socialist Finance Minister
and the LSSP had done their job
in keeping a tight rein on labour
and managing, very ably, the
fcapitalist} crisis. Mrs. Bandara-
naike had no further vse for him.
Or he was not readv to take the
new direction when Mrs. Bandara-
natke was about to change course.

Returning from West Germany,
Mrs. Bandaranaike announced to
the parly executive ‘no more
nationalisation’. It was now clear
that Dr. Perera’s 1974 budget
would be his last. An indiscreet
remark was inflated into an insult
to Mr. Bandaranaike's memory to
provide g convenient casus belli.
Exit the LSSP.

The oil erisis and the post-1973
pressures on the paymenis position
had forced the sgovernment not
only to court West German and
Japanese aid but look for new
sources of assistance in the woil-
rich Arab countries and Iran.

While Mr. Felix Bandaranaike
was dralting the Foreign Invest-
ment Guarantee Law, Dr. Seevali
Ratwatte then Director Export
Fromotion was working on  the
blueprint of the Free Trade Zone.
A rear-guard action by the * Left*
within the SLFP-CP, Mrs. Banda-
ranaike’s growing preoccupation
with preparations for the summit,
and the attacks from the Oppo-
sition by the LSSP and masterly
diatribes on the wmulti-nationals
by the well-informed Opposition
“loner ", Mr, Ronnic de Mel (now
UNP Finance Minister) helped to
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stall these moves, These little
ironies, seen in today’s perspective,
further reinforces the impression
of logical extension and continuity
between 1976-1978,

On the foreign policy [front

thess trends found interesting
expression. In contrast to Mrs.
Gandhi, the Sri Lankan author

of the Indian Ocean peace Zope
whass sentimental attachment to
and special relationship with China
are established facis, was increa-
singly muted in her criticism of
Dicgo Garcia. From  this, the
inclusion of the phrase “super-
power hegemonism ™ in Colombo-
prepared draft documents for the
summit was an understandable
step. So by the 1976 summit,
Mr. Les Kuan Yew was com-
mending Mrs. Bandaranaike's *im-
peccable  credeniials'  in non-
alignment and Washington was
praising her “ moderate stance”.

Some smart UNP'er, probably
to the bawilderment of his collza-
gues, had ineluded the term ° super-

power hegemonism ' in the UNP
manifesto.
Surely Chinese officials must

have dane their home-work belore
Mr. Keng Piao’s recent visit to
Colombo from Pakistan. So, the
sell-same Mr. Lee, the US and
China, have every reason lo sing
hosannas to U ™ P non-alignment.
They se2 no fundamental of drastic
change; if at all, a shift in the
right direction, in  more senscs
than one.  Moreoever, Peking's
attitude to the US, to ASEAN
and to governments  that can
remain  outside the Soviet orbit
has been fortified this year after
the consolidation  of the new
ruling group in Peking and Dr.
Brzerinski's visit.

As the SLFP plans its strategics
for the 1980%, it has not only to
re-cxamine the role of the “natic-
nal bhourgeeisie’”  (an internal
issue) but assimilate ths  self-
evident truth that China's altitude
to the UNP Government is not
going to be determined or seriously
affected by the faect that the SLFP
is the leading anti-UNP force in
Sri Lanka.

(Continked on page 1)

. Economics

‘We have éra;dicated feé.r;

— Laiith Athulathmudali
{Minfster of Trode)

e cxplored with Laliih
Athulathmudali, Minister of
Trade, some of the problem areas
that ihe Jayewardene Administia-
has been confronted with in its
first year of office. We began by

taking up the issus uppermost
in the minds of most people:
prices.

The Minister cauticnad wus al
the outset that his Ministry did
not have an overall control over
prices since ihe co-operatives, the
main retail outlet, were not in his
hands. He only oversaw the CWE
asd the State Trading Corpora-
1100,

Mr. Athulathmudali  accepted
that prices of many items had in
fuct moved up during the past
year  But that was not the whole
picture, The prices of many es-
sentials like rtice, sugar, onions
and chillies, and even flour until
recenily, had either been static
or decreased. Ewven where prices
of essentials like milk foods have
gone up, it must not be forzotten
that they are now [reely awvai-
lable. The new parily rate of the
rupee has led to the price of im-
ported ilems going up — but today
the supply position and availability
of all items s extremely favoura-
ble.

The rise in Lhe price level
sprang basically from two sources,
explaincd the Minister. On the
one hand there was the depre-
ciation of the value of the Rupes.
But cqually important is the avai-
lability of more money in the
hands of consumers. The favou-
rahle tea prices have contributed
to this; so has the repatriation
of funds from Sri Lankans living
overseas. LThe wage increase gran-
ted last MNovember, the enhanced
carnings of paddy farmers and
rubber plantation workers are also
contributory  factors.  With the
exception of paddy farmers, most
groups are having money in their

hands, ahead of production, thus
giving rise to inflation,

Theinflationary trend would have
been much maore severe pointed
out Mr. Athulathmodali, if the
government had not introduced
measures to tighten money supply.

Has the purchasing power of
people declined? IF at all, con-
ceded the Minister, it would be
of only some groups; like those
in the three to six thousand in-
come group. On the other hand
the purchasing power ol paddy
and supgar cane growers, rubber
estate workers and those in the
lower income groups has impro-
vod —so has their choice of goods.
We can assume therelore, he sum-
med up, that the standard of
living of significant sections of
our population i3 better today
than it was a Year ago

We asked Mr. Athulathmudali
to what extent was the [loating
of the %ri Lanka rupee, one of
the principal sources of inflation,
dictated by foreign lending insti-
tutions.

“Requests of course of such a
kind are made to thz Sri Lanka
Government, buet  there 18 no
compulsion exerted on us. Look;
nobody is overcager to lend us
money.  And if we had sought
to go it alone, without foreign
aid, then we would have had to
cut all our subsidies in order lo
finance development. But this
would not have heen acceptable
to our people, It would not have
been humane either, 1t is not a
real alternative. And if therefore
we are seeking the assistance of
foreign lending institutions like
the IMF or the IBRD, we must
come 10 terms with them."

Mr. Athulathmudali went on to
deal with the charge that the
liberalisation of imports has led
to the importation of loxury



items, even superfluous ones. Not
true he said. Such luxury items
account for only 0.5 percent of
our total imports. In any case,
they would have come in. Af.er
all, during seventeen wyears of im-
port controls, haven't luxury items
flowed in, to meet demands exer-
ted by the upper income groups?
Where necessary feasible controls are
being imposcd.  Cars over filleen
hemdred cc are banned. And the
import of luxuries are automati-
cally regulated by the high price
and duty that have to be paid
for them.

“All countries that have tricd
the closed economic system such
as that which we have had for
the last seventzen years have given
in to liberalisation.™

On the other hand,
Mr. Athulathmuodali, thanks to
liberal  imports, something  like
4000 new locries are hitting the
roads. Already the transport cost
of vegetables from the Uva are
falling.

We next dealt with the threat
to local industry which liberal
imports pose. There are no cases
of employecs boing thrown out
due to closing down of plun:s,
assured the Minister. But indus-
trialisis are complaining because
they cun't make the profits that
they have grown accustom:d to.
But there will bz situations in
which we will have* to protect
specific industrizs.  And this re-
quires a product by product study.
But we will not protect ineffi-
cient local industry —that's car-
tain. ™or will there be the kind
of blanket protection that our
industry enjoyed in the past

explained

“Sri Lanka has always benefi-
ted and prospered on the basis
of a vigerous import-export eco-
nomy", insists Mr. Athulathmu-
dali. **Small markets like ours
cannot sustain the kind of seige
economy that we have ftried to
foist on our country in the recent
past. Itis a strong import-export
system that has l:d to the pros-
perity of small countries like
South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Malta, Belgium, Hol-
land and Denmark. Those indus-
tries of ours that will survive

and develop, are thase that
are export oudented — not the im-
port  substitution ones. Labour
will thus flow into the prosper-
ing export industries, suy like the
garment industry, which is thri-
ving thanks to the absense of
import controls which enable libe-
ral imports of equipment and
malerial, and the new cxchange
rate which enhances export earn-
ings."”

We next discussed the lack of
response fram  foreign investors,
who stand to benefit from the

depreciation of the Rupee. There
has to be a time lag allowed
for, said the Minjster, between

the opening of the economy and
the inflow of foreian capital.
Dron't forget that Sri Lanka's
status in the estimate of the inter-
national business community had
deteriorated to a considerable ex-
tent. Foreign business may still be
Nervous.

“In any case, remember, that
the more forsign  invzstment we
get, the more funds that flow in,
the greater the inflatory spiral”
continuzd the Minister, “The chal-
lenge is, how fast can we turn
investment into goods 7"

Would the government abandoa
ihe pluralist system in order to
provide security for foreign in-
vestors?

No, says the Minister, Far betier
fo be poor and fres than live in
a pelice state, When the President
wis agsked whetlter Sri Lanka would
Jollow South Korea, he had re-
plied no, he hoped South Korea
wauld follaw Sri Lanka and protect
freedom!

One ol the things
government has achieved, conti-
nued Mr. Athulathmudali, is the
complete absence of fear, We have
in fact liberated the country from
quasi-fascist rule. The degres of
political freedom that  prevails
would have been unimaginable
eichtcen months ago. We have
sct a  high standard of public
lifs and we are emphasising eco-
nomic developmen within a demao-
cratic framework. Even anti-
social behaviour as it exists has
got to be dealt with within the con-

that this

straints of our system of demo-
Cracy.

Likewise where the minorities
are concerned, T am convinced
that their position has in fact
improved. The new constitution
formalises this. The District Minis-
ters scheme will involve them
increasingly in the business of
administration and the ombudsman

will protect them from discri-
mination.

Finally we raised the question
of employment. Every cent that
is being saved by reduc.ion of
subsidics, assured Mr., Athulath-
mudali, is being channeled into

development  And  just as there
has been some alleviation of the
unemployment problem in the past
yvear he feels confident that therc
will be substantial improvements
in the forthcoming year.

— ). 5.

Letters.,.
(Continued from page 1)

The New Economic Policy (NEF)
was also a product of the times.
Lenin decided to hasten slowly,
to go back a little to gain a
breathing space so that they could
advance more swilily later. Thus,
he advanced NEP and gave con-
cessions to the peasants. DBut that
was only for a strictly limited
puriod of one vyear. Thereafier-
wards, the socialist advancz con-
tinued. Where, then, is the 180
degrees turn? A little Lenin is a
dangerous thing!

A Student of Marxism

From the side lines

I was a2 member of the Ceylon
Communist Party from 1949 1ill
the split cccurred between the two
communist giants. In high dudgeon
I denounced the Soviets as revisi-
onists, social imperialists betrayers
of the revolution blah! blah! blah!
and formed a group of the pro-
China C. P. Wing in Kurunegala.
After working actively T realised
that things were not what they
should be. I resigned from that
Party also and watched the whole
political arena from its periphery.
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From the time the government of
“Our Lady™ jailed me for ‘‘the
heinous crime of not committing
a erime’ T have been a keen student
of politics, not a politician.  What
do I see now? China has com-
pletely gone over to their once
avowed enemies.

. Take the following instances :—
1. When the Bengalis fought to
liberate themselves China suppor-
ted the apgressors of the DBengalis
and gave them logistical supportand
military hardware. 2. The recent
pronguncement ol the Chinese For-
eign Minister at Kinthasa and the
aid to Mobutu is a crime of the
preatest magniiude.

“Time’’ in its issue of 26.6.78
states ““After some earlier protests
Mobuiu now secemed ready to
accept a few restrictions on how
he spends Zaire's money either be-
cause he realises he has lillle
choice this time or because he has
alrcady salted away enough cash
for a worry-free retirement.  An
estimate of a Belgian expert ranks
Mobutu *as the world’s second
wealthiest man next to the Shah of
Iran. 3. In the liberation movement
in Angola China supported Dr.
Holden Roberto the brother-in-law
of Mobutu. 4. China has no
criticism of NATO or CENTO.

5, Pakistan's miliary dictator
is **a friend”. 6. Even E. M. 5,
Mambooripad and Jyotu Basu have
now denounced China. They broke
away from the C. P. Ito form the
M. L. Party. 7. “Asia Week"”
in its issue of June 30 states that
China is investing heavily in HEK,
a British colony. Two Peking con-
trolled banks have agreed to back
two local companies which are to
build a HK 600 M commercial
residential complex. B, Immedi-
alely after the death of Chair-
man Mio his widow became a
Capitalist roader. 9. Teng Sio-
ping, according to the Chinese
Party once a traitor and denoun-
ced as such, was rchabilitated and
taken back. 10. Lin Piao who
was heir-apparent to Chairman Mao
ended as a rcvisionist. 13. The
author of “"How to be a pood
Communist’, the President of the
People's Republic of China, sudden-
ly became a revisionist.

H. L. Premadasa

Kurunegala. Attorney-at-Law,
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The President’s message

The President said in his message
that every voter has the right to
ask, “What have 1 got from the
government I helped to put into
power?”’. The right to ask quest-
ions is not the only right that a
voter has. He has also the right
to protest and struggle. The voter
is now asking questions in  very
plain Sinhala, But those who go
in hzlicopters cannot hear him,
Those who travel in cars and jecps
cannot hear him. Mor can lie be
heard by residing in the President’s
palace or the Prime Ministerial pal-
ace. To hear what the public 1s say-
ing in pain and vexation about the
UNP it voted into power oné has
to walk in the bazaar or travel
in buses. I the President’s mess-
age issued on the completion of
a vear by the infamous UNP
government needs any introduction
we may say it is just big talk.

A dharmishta year

Maintaining that a “*dharmishta™
society can be made merely by
re-transfering the Patiirippuwa to
the sangha or by taking around

the Kapilavastu relics is bzing
ridiculous, A society’s “dharmis-
htaness’ is not decided by the

ownership of the Pattirippuwa. If
people can become dharmishia by
worshipping Buddha's relics, then
the Buddha’s topth relic the holiest
thing for the Buddhists in5riLanka
and which has been with us for

thousands of vyears, is8 alone
gufficient. 1t is  difficult for
us to see the relationship bet

ween making principles of Noan-
alignment  meaningful (assuming
for a moment that such a feat
has been performed) and “*dharm-
ista-ness’’. A special feature of
making the principles of Non-
alignment meaningful appears to be
a convivial picture of the Chinese
Deputy Prime Minizler Keng Piao
with President Juyewardene. Dhar-
mistaness must in fact begin with
efforts to keep the people alive.
Ry letting them die and by letting
the rich enjoy more and more
and even greedily the pleasures of
life, by letting the rich live off
the poor, why, that's an intoler-
able dinrmistaness!

Punish the thugs

The token sirike staged by the
bank workers yesterday has heen
4 great success in spite of the
thuggery. The sirike was not
staped to obtain any relief from
the present unbearable cost ofliving
but on behall of 971 comrades who
have bzen dismissed unjustly by the
government and to ask the govern-
ment o re-employ them. Right
from the beginning the Bank Union
has been appealing to the Finance
Minister against this unfair dis-
missal but the TUnion has had
no reply to its appeals. The island-
wide token strike launched by the
Union. was .to expose the silence
of the government on this question
and tell the people and the authori-
ties concerned of this injustice. I
the Finance Minister has the right
to dizmiss 971 workers and appoint
new men to these posts as he
pleases then the  bank workers
have every right to struggle against
such low action,



Trends in Sri Lanka’s economy — 1977.78

by Arthika
(Teaches Feonomics al the
5S¢l Lanka University)

G'ﬁ?cn the peripheral and de-
pendent nature of the Sri

Lankan economy in relation to
the world economic syslem it is
necessary fto view domestic econo-
mic irends from a global perspe-
clive. The recession which has
envelopzd the market economies
(i. e. the non-socialist ecconomies)
of the world, commenced in the
mid-sixtics, sharply inteusified in
the seventies and shows no signs
of abatement, Within this overall
context, the material alTlusoce
and  welfarist  social-democratic
politics of the developed coun-
tries could be maintained only by
transferring the larger share of
the economic burden on to the
Third World couniries. Since his-
torically the wery development of
the ri¢her nations wus comiingent
upon the under development ot
the Third World, this impositicn
of an additionz] burden has shar-
ply acceleraled the downward
spiralling process of underdevelop-
ment.

The most important recent de-
velopment in the West’s attempt
to  formulate and -« implement
a coherent strategy for economic
recovery — at the expense of
the Third World —is the establi-
shment of the TRILATERAL
Commission. Comprising over 200
top members of transnational big
business, this body functions as g
kind of executive committee to

co-ordinate the power elities of
the three dominant metropolitan

centres i. e, US., Japan and Wes-
tern Evrope. In the past vyear
Sri Lanka and many other LDC:
{Less Developed Countries) have
been experiencing the manifald
effects of the Trilateral Commis-
sion's nmew global strategy which
s routed through the IMF, the
institutional device for the finap-
cial control and manipulation of

the LIZ's
centras,

by the metropolitan

The new strategy presented by
the IMF consists of 4 main
components,

L. “Free’ trade — abolishing prao-
lectionism by lifting tariff barriers
and import restrictions.

2, Dismantling social welfarism
through sharp cuts in subsidies.

3. Currency devaluation.

4. ‘Open door policy’ — liberal
investment  incentives and  firm
Buarantees for transnational capi-
tal.

The initial structure of the Sri
Lankan economy, the interests of
its dominant groups and the na-
ture of the cconomy’s external
linkages have led the country’s
policy planners to opt for a stra-
tegy of growih which is heavily
dependent on massive injections
of aid and capital investment from
the West. An inevitable corol-
lary of this has been the accep-
tance of the termsand conditions
imposed by the West, Although
this has been a constant feature
of Sri Lanka’s economic policy
under successive governments, par-
ticularly since the sixtizs, the
present global crisis and the West's
new strategy for recovery has led
to the imposition of terms and
conditions that are excesdingly
harsh. Tn essence however, the
situation over the past vyear re-
veils nol so much a sharp revers
sal of or departure from past
economic  policies and  practies,
but rather a lopical evalution and
a change in degree.

The Exchange Rate Reform of
November 1977 under which the
rupee was ‘Floated’, amounted to
a defacto  devaluation of large
proportions, and fulfilled ons of
the requirementas of the Trilateral
IMF package. A direct result of
this move has been the fuelling
of domestic inflation.  Given the
external dependency of the Sri

Lankan economy, 1ihe couniry
which has experienced increase in
the general price level after the
1967 devaluations as well as the
implicit devaluation of 1971 now
faces the same problem, owing to
the ditcet impact of the price
inerease in fmports. There is also
an indirect infiationary effect on
domestic producis—since the stru-
clure of domestic production has
a sizuble import content.  Ano-
ther indirect result has been a
rise in the price of all other
complemintary goods and services,
Thus the, Exchange Rate Reform
of 1977 has had the overall im-
pact of a  substantial upward
movement in the gencral level of
prices and double digit inflation
coniinues to bzset the consumer.
The wild fluctuations of the me-
tropolitan curtencies and the capri-
cious performance of the ill-baked
dollar has also severely weakened
the ‘floating’ rupee,

A substantiu] decontrol of foreign
trade and a ‘liberalization’ of im-
poris has also been effected in
line with the IMF prescription
thereby intensifying the already
acule unequal exchange in terms
of trade. There has been a huge
influx of imparted consumer dura-
bles and luxury items. The plush
cinema and newspaper advertise-
ments and the pavements cluttered
with imported trivia are some of
the visible manifestations of steady
depletion in  the country's vital
foreign exchange reserves. It must
be noted that for 80% of the po-
pulation which earn less than 400/-
monthly and consequently do not
possess  the requisite purchasing
power, the new import policy is
of little benefit. The current
scheme of decontrolled importation
also has adverse effects on small
and medium scale domestic produc-
tion — the massive unemployment
currently facing workers in  the
handloom textile industry, being
a4 case in point.

The combination of devaluation
and liberalised trade has resulted
in Sri Lanka's exports being made
cheaper in foreign markets whils
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simmultaneously resulting in a hig-
ger price for their exports to us.
In eflect, S¢i Lanka's purchasing
power is veduced, while the import
hill is increased, thereby  intensi-
fying the phenomenon of unequal
exchange,

The traditional means by which
previous governments sought to
partially insulate the consumer and
producer from price increases has
been 1he tax, tanff and subsidy
policy. However, the policy of
gradually abandoning these which
was initiated by the last regime
and is being inexorably porsued
by the present one—has almost
removed this ‘eushioning” effect.
The partial withdrawal of the
rice, supar, flour and transport
subsidies must be taken together
with the price rises of dryfish,
onions, Astra magarine, fish, meat,
vegctables, condensed milk, books,
drugs eic, on the open market —
all resulting from yet another
budgetary feature, namely the de-
control ofprices which has imposed
a heavy burden on the consumer.

While competilion with imported
items hinders the propress of local
manufacturing, as stated earlier, the
increase in the price of interme-
diate investment goods (eg. machi-
nery, sparg parts etc.) has also
retarded domestic production, while
the consequent rise in production
costs will continue to be' passed
on to the consumer in the form
of higher prices. Though the re-
ductien in the B. T, T. was a boon
to the local businessman, except
in the case of a few iltems like
soap, toothpaste, biscuits etc. there
was no ‘spread effect’ beneficial
to the muss of consumers. The
incresse in  the puaranteed price
of paddy and in the fertilizer sub-
sidy together with the risein the
opsn market price of rice has not
offset the disbeneflits accruing to
the poorer farmers from the in-
crease of the price of imported
inputs as well as other consumer
itema.

Judging from the ‘dose’ recen-
tly administered on the IMF
presciption by the povernments of
Portuzal, Turkey, Egypt, Pery,
Tunisia and Sudan, further cut-
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backs in subsidies seem to be
inevitable in Sri Lanka too in the
very near future, with bread,
milkfoods, health and educational
fucilities being the likely areas for
pruning—if not amputation. The
government continucs  to  retain
slight reom for manoceuver thanks
to the current tea boom, which,
given the cyclical pattern of trade
is sure to be temporary.

Apart from abandoning the re-
maining subsidies, the government
has just one more requirement Lo
fulfil for the completion of the
Trilateral/IMF strategy. Although
the mosl altractive incentives have
been extended to potential foreign
investors, and Jow wage rates are
indeed a ilempting prospect, thers
does mot as yet exist a suilably
stable climate for investment, It
iz safe to assume that the govern-
ment will soon move to defuse
the Trade Unions, therefore ful-
filling a factor in this ‘stability’
equation. The strategy of export
oriented industrialization which is-
keavily dependent on the West
for virtually all factors of produc-
tion excepting labour, has been
urged by 2 sources— forcign and

domestic. Since wage rates arc
extremely low in the periphery
(i the Third World) cosis of

production are also quite low in
relation to the developed coun-
tries and therefore the rate of
surplus expropriation is consequen-
tly higher in the periphery than
in the metropolitan centre, making
it much more profitable for the
multinational corporations to locate
their industries in the periphery.
Domestically this is also profi-
table for local big business which,
after having matured under im-
port substitution and state aegis,
now seeks to shuffle off those
selfsame statist forms and gain
access to foreign capital, tech-
nology and markets.

The convengence in the interest
of these external and internal

elite groups found expression in
the UF pgovernment's White Paper
on Foreign lovestment' (1972),
the proposed Foreign Invesiment
Guarantee Law of the SLFP, {19735)
and has finglly reuched frui.ion in
the present FTZ. The government
has chosen to disregard wide-rang-
ing c:iticism that surplus generatced
domestically will be drained out via
the FTZ and sccumulated in the
metropales thus leading to a de-
capitalizaticn and further under-
development of the country. Cri-
tics have likewise asserted that
employment  seneration  will be
marginal and manifold  socio-
politico-culivral problems would
also proliferate in the wake of the
FTZ cenired pattern of growth.

Just as the structural inequality
of the world economic system
causes a disproportionately large
burden of the global crisis to be
transferred on to the Third World
countries, the siructural inequality
within the respective economics
of those very countries causes the
waorking populace of the Third
World to bear the brunt of this
burden. This iz how the symbio-
tically linked local and global elites
maintain their living standards in
the context of endemic crisis. The
trends in Sri Lanka economy bear
this out.
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Constitution

The making of a President

by Dr. Colvin R. de Silva

(As the U F's Minlster af Canstitu-
tivwal Affairs 1970 — 1975, Dr. Colvin R,
de Silva depury feader of the LSSP, was
the principal architect of the 1972 Repu-
Blican Coustitution.)

omparisons  are said to be
Codmus. But comparison of
the new consitution which Mrc,
1. R. Jayewardene and thz UNP
are systematically putting  into
shape with the 1972 Constitution
which they are replacing is natural
and inevitable,

Ths first and fundamental diffe-
rence is in respact of th2 fulcrum
of power. The fulerum has been
shifted from the Nalional State
Assembly 1o the President.

The concentration of power in
the President in the new szt up is
enormous. The power of the
Prime Minister in the 1972 set up
bears no comparisen. In  faet,
thz powers of thz Prime Minister
under the old set up are gathered

into the hands of the President
under the new— with  further
additions which betoken the
plenitude of the power of the
President.

Thz President is rcally a power-
unto-himsell and a power over all:
and not merely an execalive Presid-
ent. He is *ths Head of the State,
the Head of the Executive and of
the Government, and the Comman-
der—in-Chief of the armesd for-
czs”".  Inany of these triune capa-
ctieshe is not merely “Head” —
Be is the source of power. For
“ihe executive power of the People
incloding the defence of Sri Lanka
shall be exercised by the Prasident
of the Republic” and, for ths
period of his incumbency, he s
the irremoveable Head of Govern-
ment and Head of Cabinet, Cabi-
nets may come and go; govern-
ments may fall; but the Head of

Government and Tead of Cahinet
remains; for the incumbent Presi-
dent is uninterruptedly, the Head
of Government and Head of Cabi-
net who automatically slips into
the seat of the llead of the in-
comtng Government and of the
incoming Cabinet. Hez chooses the
Cabines; he chooses the ministers
including the near-cypher Prime
Minister, and appoints them; he
allocates the subjecrs, including
allocation unto himsalf as a Cabi-
net Minister, though he is not in
Parliament but has the right of
audience. Just to complete the
tile, he also chooses and appoinis
the Judges of the highest echelons
ol the courts system.

In relation to a President with
thiz remarkable concentration of
power, not only the Prime Minister
and the Cabinst but alsp  the
MN5A and the very electorate to
which they are presumed to he
intimately subject, stand, sericusly
devalued. The Cabinet in  fact
falls into utter subordination to
the DPresident, even as the iniia-
tor of legistation; for, no legislation
can be initiated without the con-
gsent of the Head of Cabipet.
Whoever dzfies the Head of Cabi-
net or, for a matter of that, a
Cabinst that defies its Head, gocs.
S0, the Prime Minister can  fall,
thea Cahinet can  fall, but the
Head of Cabinetremains=and forms
another Cabinet.  As for the NSA,
it can bring down the Cabinet
and defeat the Government, but
it cannot bring down the Head
of Cuabinet and the Hoad of
Government.  That personality—
the two Heads ure one and the
sama-—continues in both offices,
If anybody has to go, it is the
N5A that has Lo go.

There is a brave declaration that
“the President shall be responsible
to Parlamant for the due execution
and performance of his powers
and functions under the Constitu-

tion™ and there is provision for
Parliament to remove him. But
the power of removal is given only
in very narrow conditions; namely,
being permunently incapable of
performing the functions of his
office by reason of mental or
physical infirmity or being guilty
of (1) intentional vielation of the
Constitution, (il) treason,  (iii)
bribery (iv) misconduet or corrup-
tion involving the abuse of the
powsr of his office, or (v) any
offence under any written law,
invelving moral turpitede. And
the procedure for the exercise of
remaovial by the NSA is so tortuous
that it will bz moze difTicslt to
impeach a President of Sri Lanka
than it is to impeach a President
of the United States of America.
As the procedure stands— it takes
too much space to set out here =—
we may have to tolerate not only
a bad President but also a mad
President. The President is well
nigh irremovable during his period
of incumbency.

The President is really remove-
able only at a Presidential election.
In the meantims, th: general
clections to the NSA do not enable
a change of government inits true
meaning. The issue in a general
election is: who— nowadays, which
political party— shall govern And
that, in tirn, involves choosing the
Head of Government and Cabinet;
formerly, the Prime Minister. But
now the constitutional, the
permanent, and the irremoveable
Head of Government and Cabinct
is the President. And so, the issua
may well be only whether you will
choose a Parliament to co-operate
with the President or to tussle
with him at the risk of deadlock
and perhaps dissolution of Parlia-
ment. In this connection it should
be remembzred that Parliaments,
unlike Presidents, do not always
go the full term of six years. Soa
hostile President and a2 Thostile
Parliament may face each other
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for quite & time—with the elector-
ate helpless.

Two further fundamental changes
require reference— the Referendum
and Proportional Representation.

The referendum,which is so much
trumpeted as a device which brings
the electors into direct participation
in the legislative process, 1s in
this constilution very much more a
device for weakening parliament
and strengthening the President, To
begin with, the plenary right of
Parliament to act by a two-thirds
majority in regard to the Constit-
ution is hedged about in respect
of the state and its unitarinzss,
soversignly and the exercise of
soversignty, Buddhism, the funda-
menal rights of freedom of thought,
conscience and religion, and the
extension of the term of office or
duration of Parliament to over six
years, In all these cases there must
be both a two thirds Parliamentary
majority and success at a referen-
dum to Jfollow before the bill
becomes law.

Secondly, the President may, in
his discretion, go over the head of
Parliament to the People even
when parliament does not provide
the two thirds majority necessary
for constitutional change. He can
nevertheless carry such a bill into
law by referendum if not less than
half the members have voted for
the bill. So also, in the case of bills
requiring only a simple majority.
The President may submit them to
a referendum if not passed. Any
bill whatsoever which is subjected
to a referendum  becomes law if it
receives an absolute majority of
the valid votes cast or if approved
by not less than one third of the
whole number of registered electors.
The devaluation of Parliament and
of the electorate is plain.

The President can also resort to
a ‘*ves'" or “no’" refecrendum on
any question which in his opinion is
of national importance. An absol-
ute majorily of the valid votes cast
determines the answer.
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As to the proportional represen-
tation system contemplated— the
list system cuts out from the electo-
rate the choice of individuals and
the right of individuals to fight a
caute and rally electoral support.
The grip of the party system and
of the major political partics on
the clectoral process and an Parlia-
ment's functions, indeed in the
political process generally, is grea-
tly enhanced. As also is the grip of
the leaderships on their parties.
Crossing the floor is impossible
and defection can be political
suicide. The major parties are stren-
gthened and the weaker and smaller
parties are shut out from Parliam-
ent by, in effect, disfranchising
those whe vote for them unless
they total at least one eighth of the
votes polled. United Fronts too
have no place The voting itself
will be on the highly sophisticated
gingle transferable vole system
which, in the context of the illiter-
acy of more then a guarter of the
registered voters, can result in what
really is wide disfranchisement —
another blow at  the universal adult
franchise. The hope iz to make chan-
ges in  representation patterns
minimal even though voting pat-
terns change widely.

It is a constitution for Presiden-
tial dictatorship, dressed partly in
parliamentary democralic habilim-
ents. [tisa
in favour of the party in power and
generally. The
power of the universal adult franc-
hise will stand heavily eroded in the

constitution weighted

of the big parties

new “‘democratic socialist republic
of Sri Lanka" which will no more
see ‘‘my MP' " and by clections.
We must  search in Africa for a
Presidential equivalent: certainly
not in the USA or even in France,
as pro-Government
would bhave it

proagandists
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. Agriculture and .deve_lr_a_pment

‘Mahaveli : the last frontier’

— Gamini Dissanayzake

(Minister of frrigarion, Power and Highways)

greeing that the UNP's deve-

lopment cffort rests on atripod
(the Accelerated Mahaveli, the
Grealer Colombo scheme and  the
FTZ} and that ihe success of the
Mahaveli is wvital, the Minister of
Irrigation, Power and Highways,
My, Gamini Dissanayake told the
‘Lanka Guardign': “1t can be done
and will be done™.

Yet, there are many sceplics,
including some experts.  Mr. Dissa-
nayake replies:  ©If you mean that
there will be problems and diff-
iculties, of course. Tt is common-
sense that a project of this magni-
tude will produce problems. 1t is
not just a colossal scheme but a
complex one, with so many aspects
—land, people, water, power, enviro-
ment and ecology, social and econo-
mic .. Nowhere in the world ecan
anybody undertake a project on
this scale and not face problems...
In fact, already we are learning
things, identilyving problems, l=arn-
ing lessons on the job. But when
I say it can be done, [ am thinking
of finance and technical feasibility.
Many years ago when Dr. Gamani
Corea asked the World Bank why
it recommended a 30-year period,
he was told that we did not have
the money nor the human resources,
Well, T am happy to say that
thanks to the confidence of donor
countries inthe Jayewardena govern-
ment, we have got the money, and
we have the labour, our unem-
ploved youth, and we have the
expertise. The foreign engineers
are amazed at the skill of our
engincers and technical officers,
and where necessary we are of
course having consultants and lore-
ign eagincers’.

Q. To get back to the question
of money, Is it not correct that while
some countries have pledged support,
It Is cenditional on thelr own feas-
bility studies, and this will take
time...1?

A. There seems o be some
confusion here. Let me explain,
First, the IBRD has accepted the
feasibility of the accelerated Maha-
vell scheme.  Lel’s call it, overall
feasibility. Now under the 1BRD
umbrella, different donors have
identified projects which they can
finance. For example, Victoria
(Britain), Randenigalys (West Ger-
many), Keimale (Sweden), Moraga-
hakanda (Japan) and s0 on. The
first three wie firm commitments,
with nothing conditional about them,
But of course, these povernments
must pet funds from  parliament it
is public money, and their parlia-
ments must be totally satisfied,
So when the vote is taken up,
their parliamentis would like to see
a feasibility done by their own
experts, itemising costs — tunnels,
turbines, major canals, cxpertise
etc .. [ have met the ministers in
charge of these matters in most
of these countries, and [ might
add that the expert teams are
already here. Tn fact, the 1BRD
itselfl has accepted as consuliant,
a French firm Sorzreah, which was
a consultant te us, too..and its
report and another from Nedeco,
are now with me . you can plance
through them and see how detajled
they arz .. "

Q. Talking about human resources,.
the impression given durlng the first
maonths of the gevernment was that
a vast army of unemployed youth
would be mobilised, somewhat in the
Chinese style . millions of honds at
work . now that kind of mobilisotion
seems eosler where there s high
motivation, a maoral incentive toget-
her with a moterial one .. | mean
Ideologicol motivation, whether its g
little red book or something else...
and whaot people might call regimen-
tation . do you expect that here ?’

A. Why not? Our youth are
no different from the youth in
China .. at least the youth that

I know, the mass of youth who
rallied to put our party in power...
they want to work for moncy, of
course, and 1 iake wyour point
about motivation.. but we intend
to educale them into a sense of
participation in a huge effort that
will not only bepefit them but
the nation as well. if you want
to call it indoctrination, well all
right._education into a sense of
national chjectives and ideals...
also we are going to give them'
spectal training in basic skills...at
the Hardy Institute for instance,’
so that they know they have a
bright future and also that their
toil today will liberate resources
which the country can then use
for industries, and for building
schools, hospitals etc... these six
rescrvoirs represent the last fron-
tier...that is the idea, the mission
which will inspire them..."”

Q. Cen you say something of the
youth response in actual foct !

A. Certainly, on one of our
smaller projects where we used
about 3000 wvouths from the Mat-
ional Youth Council, and the
adjoining electorates of Mahaiy-
angana etc, the response was fine...
it was contractual Tabour...we don't
mind how many hours of work
they do but we pay them by the
cubic feet of earth they dig . not
only did they acquit themselves
well but thzy freely offercd wus
positive ideas and criticisms., some,
of these proved wvery useful. for
example the top layer of earth was
too hard to crack, and they sugge-
sted a ripper...the Mahaveli Roard
agreed, and agreed to bear the
costs. but this was more than
compensated for by the output
once the machine had done the
initial job...in the end, it would
be energy-saving and money-saving
without in anyway reducing the
number of hands at work,

Q. s the proposed Natlonal Deve-
fopment Corps an attempt ot regimen-
tation?

A. An atlempt at creating a
disciplined youth corps. My off-
icials tell me that the Land Army

(Coentinved on page 25)
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. Politics

‘Trail of broken promises’

— Anura Bandaranaike
{znd MP for Nuwara-Eliva - Maskeliva
and Chief Qrganiser of the SLEP
Youth Leagie)

he United National Party was
M clected to govern Sri Lanka
for six years with an unprecedented
majority. One year has. already
passed. 52 weecks or 365 daysis
sufficient time to judge or comment
on the performance of any Govern-
ment, Specially the performance
of a Government that has come
into power on essentially a  few
basic issues.

Let us go back tothe Eleciion
campaign of 1977. What did the
speakers on UNP platforms promise
the people?

They promised a drastic and
immediate reduction in the cost
of living which was to reccive the
highest priovity. ‘Walking skeletons’
‘Peaple eating off dustbins’ were
common phrases employed on UNP

platforms without the slightest
iegitation.
In other words, the Cost of

Living became the main campaign
theme of the UNP [ollowed by
the promise of jobs for the un-
employed butressed by ‘Job cards’
liberally distributed in the villages,
as liberal as the promise to bring
down the cost of living.

 *Nepotism® was to be cnded, 8
lbs, of cereal (mutritious at that)
were to be freely distributed, a
‘new erg’ was in the offing and
they went as far as to even give
it & name — *Dharmishta’.

That word implies amongst many
things a fair and just rule where
all can live in harmony and hapi-
ness fillad with unrestricted and
unrestrained *merey’.

_ In short an age of ‘Milk and
honey' (and mercy) was promised.
The promise was believed.

But what has
then?

happened since
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The 8 Ibe. of cereal (nutritious,
of course) is vet to find it's way
to the shopping bags of the con-
sumer who expected parippu, cow,
pea and mung-ata. The Govern-
ment has forgootten all about the
% Ibs. and the subject is delibera-
tely avoided. It was only an year
ago whensome  gullible consumers
rushed to the co ops hoping to
get the & Ibs. only to return with
emply bags.

Each and every item required
by any housewifc has doubled in
price. The prices of vzgetables,
fish, milkfoods, coriander, soap
and textiles, only to mention a
few, have surpasscd the so called
‘himalayan heights’ of the former
regime and now rcach sky level.
Bread prices were reduced and
then increased and has been ear-
marked for further increase. Whet-
her the increases were via radio,
or ‘mid-night gazette’ or  other-
wise has faded into insignificance
with the rapidity of the increase
in bread prices.

The price of a bus ticket has
shot up zccompanied by the in-
creasing and alarming failure to
provide better bus services to the
harassed commuters.

The prices of medicines have
doubled leaving behind a clear
message that all beings should be
advised never to fall ‘ill'.

The prices of books and magazincs
have sky rocketed leaving a literate
nation with the possibility of turning
illizerate.

In short, living has been made
incressingly difficult for a vast
majority of the people, not to
mention about the withdrawal of
the rice and sugar rations from
more than 50 per cent of the
population.

Tt iz better not to imagine the
fate of the UNP if they had the
courage to mention one word about

the withdrawal of the rice ration
before July 21, 1977,

If the economic rationale behind
the withdrawal of rations was
development, it should have been
thought of and explained to the
people before the General Elections.

In fact, the UNP argued Lhen,
quite persuasively, that all develop-
ment must await the elimination
of hunger and the reduction in the
cost of living. After victory was

achieved the positions, without
cven an apology, were swifily
switched.

The Government has sounded a
warning that oil prices might rise
at the end of 1978 and that will
increase the price ol nearly every-
thing. We recall vividly the day
that the President and his Prime
Minister, then in the Opposition,
rode to Parliament in a bullock
cart to protest against the rise in
price of oil. One genuinely wan-
ders whether we would be treated
to a similar spectacle at the end of
this year. It might be a fitting
conclusion to the festive season at
vear's end.

The promises made yesterday
have been forgotten and broken.
The hope for a betler to-day and
a even better to-maorrow lie in the
far distant horizon and the dis-
tance lies far, far away.

The ‘Job cards’ promising em-
ployment to the youth have remai-
ned o promise like most other
promises, of the present regime.
Grandoise statements emanate from
the state run press promising jobs.
It has over the last one year
turned out to be a ‘sick joke’
perhaps, enjoyed only by those
employed in those newspapers.

. “Nepotism' can be traced and
found in most ministries from the
summit down-wards. A ‘family-
tree’ can be abandoned for a
‘jungle of family trees* if one



was inclined to publish eartoon
books — LINP style.

The day when opponents of ihe
UNP were ta be ‘embraced and
kissed” is not long past. The
violent cruptions of hatred and
thuggery immediately after the last
glections resulled in the burning
and looting of thousands of SLFP
homes all over the island. SLFP
men and women were thrashed
and humiliated publicly.

Mone were ‘embraced or kissed .

Thousands of teachers, cor-
poration employees and waorkers
have been transferred, sacked or
intimidated. Their only crime be-
ing their support for the SLFP or
other opposition parties.

Mo doubt all this adds flavour
to the concept of ‘Dharmishia’,
and gives depth and a new dim-
ension to ‘embracing and kissing’
political opponents.

Laws, presumably, ‘obnoxious'
were repealed and challenges made
to contradict the statement that
Sri Lanka was one of the ‘freest’
nations in the world., Laws were
labelled *obnoxious’ when it applied
to foreign exchange offenders and
gsome had even shed ‘tears’ on
their behalf.

The law proicribing the so-called
Tamil Liberation *Tigers' empowers
the Minister of Justice to detain
any person he thinks is involved
in aiding them, for three months
or even moere,  Such a Ministerial
decision cannot be questioned in
any court of law,

With the introduoction of the new
constitution we see the end of
by-elections. If an MP dies, for
example or resigns, the new MP
will be named by the General
Secretary of the party that MP
belonged to. The people of that

constituency cannot choose their
MP. Three cheers for parliamen-
tary democracy and for the UNP,

After all, it was the UNP that
tulked so much about parliamen-
tary democracy,

Civic rights are to be taken
away. Yet, in spite of all these
laws, the Government claims that
we are the freest nation in the
world.  Either, it is said in ignora-
nce or deceit. Neither sin is quite
pardonable in the world of dem-
ocratic politics.

Every promise has been broken
and shattered beyond recognition.
Shamelessly the Government at the
end of it's first vear advertises
the fuct that they will create a

ffree and just” society. Freedom
and justfee for whom while
the nation erumbles under the

hardships placed upon it’s people
by the UNP Government?

Without any shame the UNP
rulers blame the former Govern-
ment for it’s omissions. Perhaps
this could be done convincingly
for 3 or even 6 months, Not for
one whole year.

The chief tactic of the UNP
is clearly obvious now., They have
attempted to divert the minds of
the people from the pressing
problems with imported goodies,
(which Iess than 5 per cent of the
population could afford to  buy)
and TY, Sacred Relics, Presidential
Commissions, Massive Tamashas;
Baby trains in Colombo Parks,
and - Fountains at roundabouts,
Bazaars and Pop festivals!

Mennwhile the problems go be-
yond the control of the Govern-
ment. The people look on inanger
stunned by the trail of broken
promises, whilst the rulers march
on happily and merrily on the path
of no return.
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Promise and performance

by Sarath Muttetuwegama
(4 member of the Polithura of the C. P.)

ne vear ago the U, N. P. was
Oelccted to power with &n
unprecedentd vote of 51% and
4/5 of the representation in
parliament.

They were elecied by a people
who had been promised a relatively
high standard of living at low cost;
they were elecled by the youih
who had been promised jobs; they
were elected by.a people who had
been promised a society fres of
corruption, nepotism and injustice,
a free and just “Dharmishta®
society.

When the Govt. was formed one
year ago, the prestige of the
U. M. P. was indeed high. The
1. M. P.° beneflited from other
favourable circumstances—coxport
prices had ‘been so good that in
1977 S&ri Lanka had a favourable
balancé of trade for the first time
in many vears. We had a bumper
hurvest. Coming sfter the Indian
victory, South Asia was arousing
so much curiosity that internation-
ally there was a cautious friendship
towards the govt. Sri Lankans
employed abroad arc ‘remilting
1. millien rupees daily back to
our country.

Despite all this the U. N P.
emerges {rom one year of rule with
a very sad record. The cost of
living has risen to record heights,
whilst an imports spree has resulted
in all sorts of luxury goods
flooding the shops, at prices
beyond the reach of the common
man. Full employment has proved
to be a mirage-and the thousands
of young people who clung tena-
ciously to their U. N. P. Member-
ship Cards (which friend and foe
alike labelled Job Cards) are sadder
if wiser men. The Dharmishta Soci-
ety has proved to be a sanctimo-
nious term.

Why has the TU.N.P. which
was swept to power ona wave of

16

popular support lost this base so
soon? The causes are many— and
not the least of them are the
personal foibles of the U.N. P.
leaders. But  the fundamental
reason lies clsewhere—in the ideol-
ogical positions that the U.N.P.
has.

Despitz the wuse of socialist

" terminology the U. N. P. is a party

that is wedded to capitalism. Inits
search for solutions tothe problems
facing the country the U, M. P. has
thercfore opted for openly capitalist,
indeed neo-colonislist, solulions,
The two main measures proposed
by them are the creation of a Free
Trade Zoneand the acceleration of
the Mahaveli river diversification
from thirly ycars proposed by
the previous govt. Lo six years,

Both entail a very large depend-
ance on foreign capital investment
and assistance from the main
capitalist lending agencies like the
World Bank and the 1. M. F.

It is as a result of their dependa-
nee— and desire to placate the
World Banketc.— that thz U. M. P.
succumbed to its demands and
devalued the Rupes in Dec, 1977,
The extent of the devaluation can
be guaged from the fact that the
new parity brought the rupee rate
below the then prevailing black-
market rate.

The consequences are only now
being felt. Imported items went up
even more than the devaluation
demanded. Prices of essentials like
medicines, bocks feriflizer, machi-
nery, clothes ete, have soared sky-
high. In additionto the devaluation
the World Bank demanded and got
from the Sri Lanka Govt. a
substantial reduction of consumer
gubsides with which the proorer
sections of the  population had

een protected from the high cost
of living. The rice ratinn was
withdrawn from nearly 60% of the

population. The recent spzeches
of the President and the Finance
Minister are a revelation ““Are we"’
they ask, “‘goingto have subsidies
or development?' The question
surely iz rhetorical.

Increases in the price of flour,
patrolenm products. bus & rail fares,
postal services eilc, could be expec-
ted shortly. This is the price thalthe
man in the street will have to pay
for leans (rom the World Bark.
Moreover, at the end of one year,
the Mahaveli plans are still on the
drawing boards, and the type of
employment which the scheme could
at best create, would not correspond
to the job aspirations of the
secondary school educated youth
who form the bulk of the unempl-
oved, In fact at a conservative
estimate, the number of unemplo-
yed would top 2 million by 1980,

The econsequences of the Free
Trade Zone which is still strugg-
ling to be born are no less serious,
In order to attract the foreign
capitalist investors, Sri Lanka has
to be be more Singaporean than
Singapore. A Bill was thereflore
introduced to  create a  Grealer
Colombo Economic Commission.
The Constitutional Court rejected
certain provisions of this Bill as
being  unconstitutional. They
included a provision to  enable
investors to have numbered bank
accounts which could not be
scrutinised even by the Govt.

Repatriation of profits, and a
myriad financial econcessions to
the forcign investor are envisaged,
but these would not be sufficient
The would-be investor wants to
be sure that the guarantecs granted
by the present govt. would not he
withdrawn by a subsequent one.
The foreign investor would also
require a compliant working class.

To satisfy the first demand the
govt. has embarked upon constitu-



tional reform, which is a complete
dismantling of the present cons-
titution. The reform  which
ranges from the Execulive-style
President to a complicated system
of proportional representation is
designed to ensure the continuance
of bourgeois parties in power.

To wards the second demand of
a controlled  working  class, the
Govt. introduced the now notori-
ous White Paper on Employment
Relations which the Trade Unions
led by the J. C. T. U. O, resisted
so strongly, that the Govt. was
forced to relegate it into temporary
oblivion.

The Govt. now faces a dilemma;
it has to impose its plans for neo-
colonialist development in  the
face of a popular movement which
will not accept it. In democratic
conditions, resistance will obvious-
ly be strongz.

History teaches us that a bourg-
episie  fuced  with economic
stagnation and mounting popular
discontent and opposition, never-
theless determined to preserve the
dominance of their class, resorts
to  increasing authoritarianism.

In the days of the United Fron-
Govt, when faced with the imperat-
tive demand fora left-ward turn
of the country we heard the
insistent ecry for a  so-called
“stiong” Govt. for curbs on the
working class and on the student
population. We saw that the right-
wing leaders resort to emergency
lzzislation which made inroads on
certzin  democratic forms and
institutions. We heard the demand
for the postponement of elections.

Legislatively, we have the “Tiger
Bill"": containing a provision which
enables the President in  his
discretion to ban any movement
which has similar objectives. This

cannot be challenged and could
well be used to ban working class
parties if they **prove troublesome'”

Another Bill was passed to pres-
cribe a4 minimum jail sentence and
to prevent the grant of bail for a
The

wide ranee of offences.

original draft  submitted to
Parliament contained a revealing
provision. Among the offences

in the Schedule was Sec. 120 of the
Penal Code, which makes it an
among  other things to
“promote  ill-will or hostility
between subjects.” 11 is interesting

offence

to remember that the only occasion
of the law
has been used was some vears ago
when a Trade Unionist was charged

on which this section

in conneclion with a speech he had
made containing reference to  the
workers and capitalists. The courts
aequitted him, and this section

has never been used since.

At the moment, a bill to deprive
specified persons of their civic
rights in consequence of a finding
of ceriain commissions of inguiry
is before the legislature and is
likely to be enacted inte law. More
presidential commissions  are Lo
follow, and the numbers of those
to be deprived of their civic rights
could increase,

We have now an Act enabling
Parliament to punish contempts of
it and its members.

Further restrictions of the demo-
cralic process can be seen in the
ban on demonstrations and proc-
essions— a well-known form of
protest in Sri Lanka, which Mr.
I. R. Jayewardena has used often.
A Reserve Police Force of 15,000
men is to be formed, and recruit-
ment is to be by U. M. P. members,

The Public Sector is being redu-
ced. management of important
stale corporation ventures like the
Thulhiriya Textile Mill i5 being
handed to private contractors,
and there is talk of Air Ceylon
being handed to a private cartel,
private T. V. stations being
allowed, and even the C.T.B.
being gradually reduced to make

room for private operators.

Singapore is held up asa model
of development, and Lec Kuan
Yew on a recenl private visit to
Sri Lanka
which must

received a  welcome

have surprised even

him.

Imports are freely allowed and
with the complete elimination of
planning, foreign exchange is being
frittered away without any regard
to prioritics. The super-rich and
the speculators are on a wild impor-
ting spree.

Two parallel developments are
evident: determined

pursuance of a

therefore
capitalist, neo-
colonialist attempt at development
of the economy, and an authorit-
aian style of govt. which will stifle
people’s protest.

But, the opposition to the Govt.
is growing. The U. N, P. has
derived some comfort from the
confusion created within the lefl
movement by the number of parties
and splinter groups which claimed
to speak on behalf of the left. Govt.
propaganda high-lighted this fleat-
ure, but it iz clear that with the
passage towards more and more
dictatorial forms a strong united
left will also develop which can
and will spear-head the resistance
which this will evoke,
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" Tamils and the UNP _

‘Grievances still

— A, Amirthalingam
{Leader of the Opposition)

he [irst vear of the U.M.F's

return to power has been
crowded with momentous happen-
ings. The evenis during the last
one year affecting  the Tamil
nation have been equally impor-
tant and [far-reaching. Within a
month of the Genural Elections
communal violence of an  unpre-
cedented nature was unleashed on
the Tamil people and thousands
of families are yet struggling to
rehabilitate themselves. The Tamil
people cannot ook Dback upon
the year that is coming to a close
with any satisfaction. On  the
contrary, the details of woe that
are being unfolded before the
Sansoni . Commission every day
have added to the bitterness and
feeling of desp secated grie-
vance of the Tamil people.

The U.N.P. in its election mani-
festo recognized and enumerated
certain problems facing the Tamil
people and pave its solemn under-
taking to the people that they
will find a solotion to  those
problems on the basis ¢f an all
party conference. They wenl Lo
the extent of admitting that the
grievances of the Tamil people
are of such a nature as to drive
them to supporting a demand for
sceession. It will be pertinent to
ask the question to what extent
has the U. M. P, government
removed these grievances during
the last one year.

The government may claim that
they have done awsy with stan-
dardisation which was one of the
irritants in the body politie. There
is no doubt that the government
has very cleverly increased the
number of students admitied. to
the univarsities thereby ensuring
that deserving Tamil students are
admitted while at the same time
ensuring the admission of all
Sinhalese students who would have
been admitted if the standardisa-
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present’

tion system was in operation.
When onc considers the totality
of admissions to he the univer-
sities one would find that the
same talio as ‘between the linguis-
tic groups is maintained in admis-
sions this year as under the
standardisation scheme. Any how
the admission of deserving Tamil
students is no doubt an advance.

As against this on the positive
side we are faced with a situa-
tion where a whole heap of new
prievances arg added on the
negative side.  The handling of
the refugee problem by the govern-
ment has lelt very bitter feelings
among the affected Tamil people.
The government may sav that they
are awaiting the findings of the
Sansoni Commission for them to
take remedial steps. If the govrn-
ment aceepts the position that the
Police were found wanting at the
woment of crisis in August 1977
certain recent appointments to the
higher echelons of power in the
Police have created grave mis-
givings in the minds of the Tamil
peaple.

The government has in revising
the Constitution completely ignored
the will of the Tamil nation as
expressed in the General Elections
by the mandate they gave the
T.U.LF. Na one would have
expected the government to agree
to a division of the country. But the
people who expected an  atlempt
on the part of the governmont
to work out a solution to this
problem accepting certain funda-
mental positions and trying to
get all party consensus for such
a solution are hitterly disappointed.

I do mot want to comment on
the Draflt Constitution which has
not yet come before Parliament,
I would only say that theevents
of the last one year coupled with
the hall-hearted ottempts to meet
the situation by the government

have only strengthened the feelings
among the Tamil people including
those whao may have had some
doubts on it that the mandate
they gave the T.U.L.F, is the one
and the only solution to their
problem.

‘Cry for Ealam

will recede’

by R. R. Mallizh

{The author is the U. M. P's
District Organiser for Jafina)

lie United WNational Party

emerged out of the ashes of
its 1970 defeat to lead the coun-
trv out of a truly chootic situa-
lion. s leader Mr. J, R. Jaye-
wardene is loday looked upon as
the only person who can find
sapity in the present situation;
a onc dedicated to the cause of
human freedom he is one who
can hold himsell acceptable to all
the divergent elements in the
country. The UMNP has under
his leadership a grave responsi-
hility to forge national unily as
well as make the country alive
to fundamental issues. There has
to be a final parting of the
wavs to sectarian and communal
politics.  This sort of politics has
too long been allowed to tarnish
the fair name of Sri Lanka. The
foresight and statesmanship of our
lcader will no doubt help to
focus light on the prevailing dark-
negs so that the Sinhala and
Tamil people will be able to look
inwardly for points of reconcilia-
tion — an inwardness which by long
tradition the Buddhist and Hindu
philosophies have achieved. The
praclical issues confropting the
country call for & truly pragmatic
approach towards the reconciliation
of what are regarded as conflict-
ting group interests,

If the present cleavapge between
the Sinhala and Tamil people
continues and politicians are to



thrive on slogans of separation
there will be serious impediments
to cconomic and social growth.
Cur leader has explained the sit-
uation clearly during the debate
on the first budget.

The endless clamour for rights
destroyed any understanding of
dutics and only after the UNP
came into power the concept of
a united nation based on the pro-
per perfurmance of duoties by all
ita citizens has any meaning or
application.  The very mnature of
our society has to change and the
concept of a united people as
understoed by the United MNatio-
nal Party has to become a reality
in the social and cconomic life
of the country.

The UNP will therefore pursue
a conscious path to forge unity
on the basis of fundamental hu-
man rights stemming [rom the
proper performance of duties, The
call for rights before the correct
pacformance of duties is like ask-
ing the cart to pull the horse.
Our duty is to show the people
the way to common understand-
ing through the proper perfor-
mance of duties. In the present
situation a way out has to be
found. The UNP has a spritual
task which is to give the Tamil
people a right type of leader-
ghip. The Tamil people too need
a broad-based UNP leadership
based on national identity in place
of sectarian and communal leader-
ship.

In 1958, the Tamil Language
Special Provisions Act was epac-
ted and in [967 regulations were
framed wunder this Act by the
UNP Government apnd they were
implemented until the United Front
came to power in 1970. In 1970
the United Front Government took
up the position that these regula-
tions were ultra vircs. Really
it was not so, It was legislation
made for the Tamil Speaking
People and was mot limited to
the North and the East

The 1972 Constitution contain-
ed a Chapter on fundamental
rights and freedoms, but these
rights were restricted on several
grounds and their incorporation
in the constitution served little

or no purpese. The late Leader
of the Federal Party wunted cer-
tain minimum demands from the
Constituent  Assembly in  [972
which was refused and this led
to the “Ealam' Rcsolution of the

T. U. L. I, in 1974, The UNP
Draft Coastitution has  granted
more than what Mr. Chelvana-

vakam had asked in 1972.

The Draft Constitution preser-
ves the status of Sinhala as the
Official Language while making
Sinhula and Tamil the NMNational
Languages. The status of the Ta-
mil Lanpuaze will receive consii-
tutional recognition by incorpora-
ting it in the constilution. Arti-
cle 3.2 prohibits discrimination on
the grounds of language, The
Draft Constitution does not permit
restrictions on fundamental rights
and the restrictions imposcd are
very narrow. Article 14 confers
the right to seck remedy from
the Supreme Court in respect of
any infringement of fundamental
rights by executive action. The
Supreme Court will also  be the
forum where laws will be tested
to decide on their constitutiona-
lity. All citizens in future will
enjoy one single status and  will
be called citizens of Sri Lanka
The UNP has restored the free-
dom, dignity and the rights of
the Tamil people which were ear-
lier threatened by the retrograde
constitution of 1972, The UNP
will ensure that the provisions of
the constitution relating to mina-
ritizs will be implemented in its
spirit as well as in its letter.
Standardization has been abolished
and appointments are being made
on merit, The teaching of Tamil
to Sinhala students and Sinhalese
to Tamil students in schools is &
great step  forward in forging
national unity,

The recommendation made by
the Select Committee headed by
the Honourable Prime Minister
Mr. R. Premadasa that Tamil
should be accorded the status of
a Mational Language is of great
significance. His Excellency the
President, Mr. J. R. Jayewardene
assured the Tamils soon afier he
assumed the office of Prime
Minister that he would endeavonr
to satisly the aspirations and hopes

of the Tamil people and with
great courage and vision he has
done it. The T. U, L. F. is now
co-aperating  with  the Govern-
ment and is acting as a respon-
sible Orposition. With the many
concessions granted to Tamils the
cry for “Ealam” will soon recede.

‘Liberation Tigers’
and the youth
movement in

the North

he “*Tamil Liberation Tiger

Movement™ which created
widespread controversy in recent
weeks is receding temporarily, at
least from the front pages of the
newspapers.  Vamedaven and some
others, described by the police as
feaders of the movement, are now
in Paolice custody, We do not
propose in this article either (o
disclose items of sepsational infor-
mation or discuss its legality. We
shall look at this ** Tiger™ saga
only as a political problem with
decp-going roots. This movement
or the recent deaths in the north
are net isolated acts.  All this is
the political expression of a decp-
seated and long term  national
CTisis.

First of all we must be mind-
ful of the tactics of the capita-
list class which seck to dissolve
incipient anti-imperialist forces by
arousing racialist, religious, caste
and regionalist tendencies. Only
then can we consider this problem
scientifically, Today a substantial
section in the north is moviog
towards the slogan of a *Sepa-
rate State™. Why has such an
orientation taken place?

To get the answer we must
consider the problem critically
and unemotionally. Tt is impor-
tant to keep in mind that the
demand of *“*Tamil Ealam' isof
very recent origin, It was after
1272 that the Federal Party and
the Tamil Congress once called
the Tamil United Front and now
called the Tamil Unpited Liber-
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ation Front officially approved
this demand. Some think that
this was only an election slogan.
But to wus it appears as the
political expression of a cry raised
by sections of oppressed Tamil
middle-class youth.

The organisation known as the
**Libzration Tigers™ has openly
said that their aim 1% to establish
8 separate state, encompassing the
northern and easiern provinces.
It is also clear that the hub of
this demand is the Jaffna penin-
sula. Also the main motive force
of the TULF's massive electoral
triumph was the northern vouth.
What is clear to an observer of
political development in this part
of the country, is that though
the separate state demand was the
TULF's sole election slogan it
originated outside the front. How
did “Tamil Ealam®’, which was
the butt of not only criticism but
also ridicule as late as 1970,
become its main slogan?

To use the words of a Tamil
youth, what influenced the course
of Tamil polities before 1970 and
after was “wyouth power'. Tt is
true that afier the * Sinhala Only "
Bill in 1956 some politicians
argued for a separate state. But
those who fzll into this catepory
like Mr. C. Suntheralingam (a close
friend of Mr. D. 5. Senanayake
and an ex-Minister) were rejected
by the Tamil people. :

Even after that the Tamil self-
rule party which FP rebel ex-
Kayts MP V. Navaratnam formed
could not win a single seat atthe
1970 General Election. A few
months before the election, the
people of Kayts invited Mr. Nava-
ratnam  and Mr. Amirthalingam
now the Leader of the Opposition
for a public debate. Tn that election
Mr. Mavaratnam lost his seat.
This makes it clear that even in
1970 the Tamil people rejected
the demand for a separate state.
Though substantially  alienated
from its people as a partner of
the UNP ithe FF could win a
considerable number of seats
defeating the separatist cry,

Today things are very different
fndeed. With the “separate state ™
demand the Tamil youth have
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come to dominate the northern
political scene. Though the majo-
rity of Tamil leaders are the same
ones who were there in 1970, today
they mouth a different ery. Their
utterances today are the echoes of
the war cries of the youth,
rejecting Mr. Chelvanavakam's Gan-
dhian pacifism, The angry youth
who stand with clenched fists and
flaming eves bchind the leader-
ship, have had enormous influence
on TULF pelitics,

The popular concept of the
northern young male until recently,
was that of a book-worm. A
political activism operating  out-
side party orbils was [irst secn
in the north when in the late
60°s students of some leading
Jaffna schools paraded the streets
shouting anti-Government slogans.
During 1his peried the FP too
was a party to the Government
which was a coalition of seven
partners.  The main slogan at these
demonstrations was racial inequa-
lities. What sparked them off in
the main was rapidly growing
unemployment  among  educated
youth. It was their contention
that the Government was discri-
minating against them when pro-
viding employment. They also
raised the slogan of a separate
state for the Tamils. But this
movement collapsed soon in the
absence of firm political leader-
ship. A section joined the FP
while other sections joined the
gelf-rule party or remained on their
QW

The post-1970 developments are
very important if we are to under-
stand the rise of youth. Actually
the politics of this period every-
where in the countiry clearly dem-
onstrates both the power as well
as the limitations of the youth,
It was with pgreat expectations
that youth everywhere looked upto
the UF which scored its massive
victory on the promise of ushering
in socialismm. But soon youths on
both sides of the Elephant Pass
realised that this was a mirage,

The media-wise standardisation
introduced by Education Minister
Muhmud appeared to the northern
youth as a big blow aimed al them,
This greatly influenced the Jaffpa
youth who felt that hundreds of

elipiblestudents had been shut out.
The Jaffna man imprisoned by
such unfiiendly faciors as the
barren land, unsatisfactory climatic
conditions and the pressure on the
land cauwsed by large families, had
always looked up 1o education and
state sector employment as  the
sole means of social mobility and
security. In fact the JafTna economy
has been called a *“money-order
ceonomy”” because of this. The
bulk of Advanced Level students
are the offspring of middle-lcvel
peasants, teachers, clerks and other
middle-class elements. The off-
spring of the upper middle-class
and the rich however are mainly
educated in Colombo. When they

fail to gain  entrance into uni-
versities here they go to India,
Europe or the USA. So it was

the northern lower middle classes
whowere worst hitby Mr. Mahmud's
standardisation. Closing the aven-
ues of educalion to this class was
tantamount to shutling the door
of social progress and economic
security on them. The threat of
unemploymenthaunied themstarkly.
The UF made some kind of elfort
to justify the scheme but for the
youth the future before them was
dark and empty.

The agitation against standardis-
ation spread like wild fire in the
north. Students in higher forms
in almost all schools in the pcn-
insula took to the streets. Residents
of Jaffna had never before seen
a demonstration such as the one
in which thousands of young men
and women defied police  orders
and walked from Kokuvilto Jaffna.
The main target of attack of this
anti-standardardisation demonstra-
tion was the Education Minister.
At the end of the demonsiration
an effigy of Mr. Mahmud was
burnt at the Town Hall grounds.
This demonstration was led by
students and unemployed graduates.
Their conduct showed that they
were not enamoured of political
parties or leaders. Though several
FP leaders tried to address the
rally which followed, they were
not allowed to do so.

As the anti-standardisation cam-
paign burgeoned into a massive
youth movement led by some un-
employed praduates the ery of



“Tamil Ealam” too began to be
raised. It was also through this
movement that the body known

as “manavar peruvai’ (studeats
front) slarted spreading in  the
norih and the eust,

During the UF regime bodiss
calling themselves SLFP branches
began mushrooming in the Tamil
areas. Two TC members joined
the Government. But it cannot be
sard that the SLFP received any
decp-going support.  In late 1970
and early 1971 some provincial
SLEPers  were threatensd with
violence, Since they asked for
Police protection from thaivpolitical
opponents  they becume [urther
alignated from the people. In the
name of keeping the peace the
UF Government strengthened the
Police particularly in Jalfna. By
mid- 1971 several Tamil youlhs wers
in jail.

The insurrection  ended by
killing hund:eds of young men
and women, jailing thousands and
bringing in its wake an unpreceden-
ted repression.  And in  the
ruthless  and barbarous repres-
sion, for the first time  the
Tamil youth met radieal Sinhala
youth under one roof injail. As
a result several milicant Tamil
youths became inclined to the left.
Their slogan of “Tamil Ealam™
now  became “Socialist Tamil
Ealam™,

In the meantime by launching
a campaign against the UF Govern-
ment's educational policy its stren-
gthening of the police and the
jailing of the youththe FP master-
fully washed their hands which had
become soiled by association with
the UNP. It was also intelligent
enough to avoid any contradictions
between  itself and the militant
youth. It was the Republican
Constitution passed in 1972 which
brought these two sections together
almost removing any gap which
mighi have existed. The youth
were in full agreement with the
FP argument that this constiiution
did not provide any security to
the minorities or official recogni-
tion to the Tamils,

Both the TULF (FP and TC) as
well as the student’s front expressed
their strong opposition to the

constitution and called upon the
Tamil people to observe Republic
Day as one of mourning.  Mr.
Chelvanayakam quit his K. K. 8, seat
and chullenged the Government to
contest him on the issue.  Shorly
after this resignation the TUF
officially declared that they stood
for a separate stale. The young
activists considercd this a  great
victory, *Students front’ cadres
joined the TUF which was ealled
the TULF afier 1975.

It was also the pressures of the
young leadership released from
prison, which inspired the slopan
of a *“Separate Socialist Tamil
State’ now ruised by the TULF
composed of the FP and the TC
until 1978 the bossom pals of the
UNP and big capitalism, It is the
vacuity of the course pursued by
them for several decades which
the TULF leaders are now trying

Change and....

(Continved from page &)

To sum up, the internal trends
(1975-77} and the changes in the
external environment were moving
towards a cartain | congruence
which in turn supported continuity
rather  thun  disjuncture in S
Lanka's foreign policy.

The UNP' s inherited oullook
and the development strategy the
‘new” UUNP has consciously chasen
prompted some observers to antici-
pate a4 sharp change, Perhaps we
would join ASEAN, if that was
made possible. Qr, more likely,
there would be ASEANIZATION
of Sri Lanka’s forsign policy.
This could still happen afier Sri
Lanka is no more chairman of the
non=-aligned  conference. Why
didn’L it happen this year?

{a) The UNP's traditional in-
difference to foreign affairs and
its long held view that foreign
policy is a costly distraction for
a small country have been a
brake on active diplomacy.

Out of power for. so long, it
has been out of touch with even
the unwritten rules and rhetoric of
the Third World. Hence the gro-
tesque lapse of its Ambassador-
designate to the UN who stopped
over (ol all places) Seoul on his

to hide with the words **socialism"’
and ““Jiberalion™.

The TULF has been able to
changs iis policics from time 1o
time and kecp the youth within
their orbit mainly because of the
incorrect strategy of the Old Left
on the minority question. There
is no Old Left in Tamil areas
today, The Tamils had rejected
them long before they were physi-
cally chased out of Jaflna recently.
Though they wax eloguent today,
the J¥P's shameless racialist record
cannol also be suppressed. The
Tamil youth are a scction who
cap and must be won over as
partners  of the strupgple apainst
imperialism and  big capitalism.
That is one of the tasks of our time.

—Translated from the *Desha
Vimuokthi®
(Fassed by the Campetent Auihariiy)

way to be the chairman of the
non-aligned Co-ordinating Buresu
in Mew York to announce to the
world that South Koren was a
fine medel for Sri Lanka.

(b) The collective obligalions of
the non-aligned and the institu-
tional role of chairman have pro-
ved constraints on any efforts to
breakaway from the inherited
policy or any sudden Lee-ward
lurch. Mr. Athulathmudalali’s ad-
dress at UNCTAD shows that the
chairmanship is proving an educa-
tion in itself.

{c) The neiwork of bilateral and
economic relationships cannot be
easily dismantled. This is true of
our relations with India on the
ane hand, and our economic pact
with China on the other. Inuny
case, a sludy of Mr. Jayowar-
dene’s foreign policy speeches over
the past twe decades will show
that a firm friendship with India
i5 a cenlral tenet in  his think-
ing. Pakistan and Iraq are big
tea buyers and {trade with the
socialist bloc has increased ten-
fold in the 1970%,

COur policy will take . shape
according to the imperatives -of
the new economic strategy as Sri
Lanka moves to the next phase
of capitalist development, “modern
to its supporters, “neo-colonial”
to its critics.
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-__ Media

Where has all the "prdﬂssionaﬁsm gone?

by Jayantha Semasunderam

he J.R.Jayewardens Adininistra-

tion celebrates its [irst year in
office. This is an appropriate
time therefore to review the slale
of the media during the last year.
The print media is of great signilic-
ance in a country that has a
high literacy rate, wide circulation
of mnewspapers and substanlial
readership figures.

The electronic media is not
without its importance, but it
sCrves more as an  entertainment
media than a news media. In
time, with the introduction of
television, provided sets are readily
available, the electronic media may
become important as a source of
news and opinion. But today the
newspaper. retains its tole as the
primary source of information.

It is unfortonate that the
kind of ownership and control
that our national press was sub-
jected to has never been very
encourazing. Until the United
Eront Government of Mrs. Bandara-
naike took office, contral of the
press had been largely the preroga-
tive of a few families and parochial
Zroups. :

In attempting to break the
family monopoly that stifled 1he
pational press, the Sirima Bandara-
naike Government created further
problems. Promises regarding the
diffusion of ownership and pro-
fessional control of the press were
never really met. Instead, that
section of the press that the state
took responsibility for, came under
a new type of party bureaucracy
that had emerged on the political

BCCne,

Press reform was therefore high
on the cards when the J. R. Jaye-
wardene Administration was swept
to power last July. The UNP
itself made extravagant promiscs,
they even promised to put opp-
osition representatives on the SLBC.
Most of these promises have since
gone by the board. A “[ree press”
has proved a hollow promise.
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Worse, The controlled press dis-
plays a uniform dullness unredee-
med by any touch of professional
skill. Where have all the jour-
nalists gone? Both Loke House
and Times had inauspicions be-
ginnings. At Lake House the
“Green Guards" took over no
sooner the new Government assumed
offica. Those suspected of having
connections with the previous regime
were either summarily thrown out
or subjected to the green litmus
test: they had to prove their
allegiance to the grand old party
by paying homage to a picture of
D. R. Wijewardene. Some of the
Lake House employees were then
daubed in green paint — Red Indian
A lady  editor who was

man-handled by the goons ended

style.

up in hospital.

Once the sadistic games
over, the dust settled down a bit
and things came back to normal,
at least where life and limb was
concerned, at Lake Fouse. But the
dislocation suffered by the news-
papers, through dismissal of editori-
al staff, arbilary transfers and the

Were

in coventry,
The papers

placing of people
seems to continue.
have become dull and eonlourless.
Heavy doses of advertising which
must be boosting finances, has had
no comparable effect on the guality
of the papers,

The action then moved over to
the Times. This, our oldest news-
paper group, was nationalised over-
night and breught wunder the
control of one of the men-behind-

the scenes of the UNP.

Both Lake House and Times have
during the past year indulged in
the most embarassing sychopancy.
A cabinet minister has but to blow
his nose and its there on the
front page of the big dailies. Tt
would appear that ministers are
vying with one another to hit the
headlines.

The kind of coverage that
government personalities and their
acomplishments get only fills
readers with contempt and disgust.
It is surprising that the UNP which
saw for itsell the damage that a
fawning press can do, has fallen
into the self-same Liap.

The Sun group of newspapers
has yet to forgive Mrs. Bandara-
najke for what she did to them
in 1974. But at least they keep
their columns open to diverse
opinion, and give fair coverage
of news. But it is said that The
Firakesari is the only real news-
paper in 3r Laoka today.

A heavy burden has therefore
been thrown on the periodical
press, nol merely in order to
review events and provide contrary
opinions, but even to report strai-
ght news. How many people who
read the national press are aware
that the textile mills at Tulhiriva
and Pugoda are crippled by strikes.
Such news never makes the front
page.

The task remains therefore to
keep alive as many journals as
possible, in all three languages, in
order to give space to all competing
opinions, In is upte them to
probe and uncover controversies,
Their task is to keep an ear to
the ground.



Education

i

Back to orthodoxy

by Reggie Siriwardena

hien the Ministey of Education

voder the last regime decided
io replace the A-Level examina-
tion with the HNCE, 1 was onc
of the members of a commiilee
which produced an anthology of
‘licerature in English’, Reading with
Understanding, as the basis of a
new syllabus, Readers of the
Lanka Guardian will perhaps remem-
ber the outraged protests from
academically  conservative dons,
eachiers and parents which grected
opur anthology., What? No Shakes-
peare! And it was made clear to
us that we had compounded this
olfence, bad as it was, by another
even more heinovs: wehad actually
included pop singers Bob Dylan,
Petc Seepger and Jobhn Lennon and
dared to call their stuff literaturel

I was reminded of these battles
not-so-long-ngo  when,  plancing
through a recent issue of The
Listener, 1 saw a report of a BBC
talk by Christopher Ricks titled
Bob Dylan and the Language thar
he Used, in which the spsaker
mentioned Dylan in the same breath
with Dickens and even SHakespeare,
Those who were horrified by the
inclusion of Dylan in our anthology
will leap to the conclusion that
Christopher Ricks must be some
beatnik or wav-out literary ezcentric.
Mot at all. His academic distinc-
tion is heyond anything they could
pretend to. Mot only is hs Pro-
fessor of FEnglish st Cambridge
University, he is the author of one
of the most original modern studias
of Milton’s poetry, and the editor
of the most scholarly contemporary
edition of Tennyson. This is what
Professor Ricks says about Bob
Diylan :

‘He ©belongs wilh the arlists
who've looked for the widest possi-
blz constituzncy: let's say, Dickens
in the 19th century, with an appeal
to everybody, or, even more import-
ant than Dickens, Shakespeare.

‘He's not what they will write

and tefl you he is, if wvou talk
about him on the BBC — ‘'an
obscene howhing hobo.”  That's

the sort of letter that you pget.
He's not that. The jdea that he
isn’t a poet is wrong. He isn't
a poet, in that he's got more than
just the words to use; but heis,
1 think, a conscious artist.’

There follows a  discussion of
Blowing in the Wind, the song of
Dylan which we used in Reading
with Understanding. 1 won't quote
this part of Professor Ricks's talk
because I am against supplying
notes for students (a practice that
Reading with  Understanding.  was
meant to discourage).  But I hope
that these who refused to belicve
that Blowing fn the Wind was
poetry when A. J. Gunawardena,
Ranjith Goonewardene,  Jeanne
Moonesinghz and Reggie Siriwar-
dena, said so will take a second
look uat it now that it has the
imprimatur of the Professor of
English at Cambridge University.

But perhaps they won't bother,
For our little ambelogy is one of
the casualties of the post-1977
educational counter-revolution. Or
rather, it has survived, but only
at the price of being viviscoted.
In the new A-Level syllabus,
students  have a  choice, in
the verse seleclions from Reading
with Understanding or of an an-
thology of English verse published
earlier by the Ministry; in prose,
of the prose selectionsfrom Reading
with Uwnderstanding or of an an-
thalogy of contemporary  shaort
stories.  All those tleuchers who
were embarrnssed by the Tact that
they understood Bob Dylan less
than their pupils will now sizsh
with relief at being abl: to go
back to good old Campion and
Donne. I can almost hear  the
note being dictated ; “theelabaoration
of the imagery in Cherry-Ripe is

characteristic of the Elizabethan
fvric...”

But who, 1 wonder, was the
phillistine who chopped our ant-
hology into halves for the new
syllabus, leaving it open to schools
to do ouly the prose or the verse
{or of course, both or nothing at
ally 7 If he had taken the trouble
even o skim throush the hook
first, he should have realised that

this wasn'l ihe kind of book that
could be divided in that way.
Reading with Understanding  isn't

compilad on the basis of a division
between prose and verse as diffe-
reat literary forms. It is arranged
thematicafly, in relation to various
aspects of human experience, and
one of the purposes of the an-
thology 15 to break down the
distinction between prose and verse,
and even that betwesn creative
literature and other kinds of good
writing.

Dividing Reading with Understand-
ing into separate halves (only one
of which some classes may do) is
to destroy the thematic unity of
the book. For instance, in the
very first section Family, our inten-
Lion was 10 present various aspects
of family relationships — both the
tensions as well as the suslaining
and life-giving qualities of the
relationships. The fact that these
experiences are communicated, some
in prose and some in  verse. is
much less important than their
human content. If students read
only the prose or only the verse,
they lose part of the expericnce,

The mutilation of Reading with
Understanding in the new syllabus
has obviously been done by some-
body who approaches the book
with an old-style 'practical eriticism’
fization und doesn’t understand
or sympathise with what we were
trying to do. Rather than have
the bock torn in two, 1 would
rather say, like Grusha in The
Cancasian Chall: Circle, ‘Let it go!
Let’s drop the whole book!

But quite apart from the parental
feelings about the anthology that
I share with the other compilers,
I have a more important reason
for drawing attention to this ques-
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tion. [ grant that the fate of the
HMNCE English syllabus izn't of
earth-shaking importance — there
aro only a lew hundred siudents
daing English, apyway. But what
has happened in Englishis represen-
tative of the general educational
mish-mash consequent on the switch-
back from FINCE to A-Level,
which in other subjects afflects
many thousands of siudents.

Because students have been do-
ing the HNCE syllubuses a com-
promise, in externals, has bzcoms
necessaly, so there is a show of
preserving some elements from the
previous syllabuses.  But the heart
has been taken ocut of whatever
educational innovations there were:
the generdl line is back to academic
orthodoxy. When the last admini-
stration adopted the HNCE reforms,
one ¢riticism was that not enoogh
people had been consulled before
the changes were made. How many
are being consulted now, and who
are they? -

Another eriticism of the HNCE
used to be that it didn't provide
a sufficient equipment for University
courses for those students who
entered the campuses. This criticism
pre-supposes that existing University
courses are all that they should
be, whereas in many subjects
University  curricula  themsel-
ves need to be modernised and
reformed. In my own subject,
English, the HMNCE innovations
had led to re-thinking on some
campuses. For instance, the Colom-
bo Campus adopled lor itz Cer

tificate course a syllabus  which
explicilly made reference to  the
HNCE syllabus as a reason for

change, while the Jaffna Campus
was engaged in working out a new
degree syllabus based on the con-
cept of *literature in English® when
the campus was disrupted by the
communal rioting of last wyear.
MNow this kind of experimentation
and innovation on the campuses
themselves may be halted by the
A-Level counter-revolution.
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Educational
By V. P. Vittachi

r. E. H. de Alwis writes in a

light, clegant, skimming style
which rather puts me in mind of a
hovercraft which covers a lot of
territory  while  rarely touching
ground. While [ admire his skill 1
confess [ find it difficult to unders-
tand exactly what he is saying. He
writes: what we mean by welfarism
will ensure, not at the expense of
development but as a necessary
consequence ol it, the equitable
diviribution of wealth and the cont-
rol of the means of production.,
Assuming for the sake of argument
that this is an acceptable delinition
of welfarism, it certainly is not
what Mr. de Alwis meant by il
when he first charged the govern-
ment with aiming to dismantle
the ‘welfare system’ and queried
the ‘conventional wisdom of the
Waorld Bank and the IMF' in
regarding welfarism  as a scrious
impediment to economic growth.
In the first sense wellurism precedes
economic growth. in the second
sense it is & consequence of it
I myssIf firmly believe in the
truth of Shaw’s proposilion that
no decent and civilised human
saciety can be built except an the
basis of an equitable distribulion
of wealth. Wealth, howaver, must
be created before you can distri-
bute it {which appears to be what
Mr, de Alwis is now saying). but
as to whether this can be achieved
by **the control of the means of
prodoction”  (meaning no  doubt
State control) i3 seriously in
doubt, One has only to look at
the record of our public sector
enterprises.

Though Mr. de Alwis com-
plained that the cost of education,
not its quality, scemed to be the
Minister’s paramount consideration
he now concedcs 1hat what the
country is getting in  return  lor
its money spent on education is
a ‘very pertinent question'’. e,
however, faults thc Minister for
not appointing a4 commission or
commitiee lo advise him whether
*the educational returns® are
commensurate with “the educa-

changes

tional outlay’ and to supgest
‘remedial measures’. I mysell do
not share Mr. de Alwis's faith io
the efficacy of ecommissions and
committees. 1 think the Minister
is as competent as any hodge-
podge committee to figure out
remedial measures, Mr. de Alwis
goes on to say that such a com-
mittee could also suzgest * other
measures lo improve the guality
of education irrespective of cost’!
This takes us back again to the
money-is-no-object  Cloud-cuckoo-
land.

Mr. de Alwis thinks English, if
at all used, should be the only
medium for higher education and
should be confined to the intelli-
gent seclion of the student popu-
lation. He thinks trying to teach
English to evervbody would only
‘dissipate the resources for teach-
ing English’. This to me secms

to be the most elficacious way
of achieving the wvery elitism
which Mr. de Alwis has been
decrying.

Mr. de Alwis considers a knuckle-
duster found among a student’s
clfeees an anti-climax. It is obvious
that he has notsesn (as 1 have)
the effects of a knuckle-duster used
with efficiency on a human face.
He 15 no doubt aware that what
he calls 'an occasional outhurst
of resentment’ includes homicide,
grievous hurt, asasult with deadly
weapons, sexual violence on Uni-
versity teachers, and sexual violence
on freshmen and freshwomen.

Mr. de Alwis himself admits that
halls of residence meant for one
or two hundred are puocked with
thousands and that University
learning has degenerated into taking
down noles. This is precisely why
the University today is incapable
of providing the environment for
sell-motivated learning which is
the point 1 have been making all
along.



| Private view

Kovoor and the kumbha mela

did not think D Kovoor would

resori to the politician’s subter-
fuge of blandly depying what he
said. He takes very high groupd:
“Thetwo quotalions cited withinin-
veried commus, claiming that thay
are from one of my letters to the
press, are both false. He was deli-
barately trying io make readers
bzlieve that I have stated that mass
killing of human bezings takes place
as religious  ritunl  at Kumbha
Mela.”” That is as clear and explicit
a denial as he could have made
would you not say?

Mow heie is the rzlevant portion
of the letter from Dr. Abraham T.
Kovoor published in the Ceylon
Daily News of 16 November 1976:
“Can Mr. Bandara with his *much
learning" enlizghien me about the
symbolism and truth of the follow-
ing religious rituals? 1. The burn-
ing alive of Hindu women on the
funeral pyres of their dead hus-
bands. 2. The sacrificing of human
beings and animals to pleass the
egods. 3. The mass killing of Hindus
once in ecleven years during the
Kumbha Mzla fesiival at the con-
fluence of ths rivers Jumna, Ganages
and the fictilious *heavzanly® river
Sarasvathi. Like thz Hindus, the
Christians too get rid of their ‘origi-
nal sin® by the riiual of external
wash known as baptism or interpnal
wash known as holy mass. Bul they
are not 50 dangerous as the Hindu
ritual at Allahadad duriag  the
Kumbha Melal I must conless that
with my ‘little learning® [ cannot
understand the ‘true meaning® of
these murderous religious rituals.

You see there is nary a mention
{still less an emphasis) of devotees
trampled to death in a mad rush.
Shaw once wrote: “My way of
joking is to tell the truth — it's the
funniest joke in the world.” While
I have no wish to accuse Dr.
Kovoor of barelaced fibbing I can
say be certainly is no joker in the
Shavian sense.

And new the double dactyl

First there was the limerick, Next
came the clerihew invented by E.
Clerihew Bently. And now, in the
sams  genre, comes the double
dactyl:

Higgledy-pigaledy
Heliozabalus

Lurched throngh the forum, his
Bottom a-wag

Vaioly pretending to
Gynaecological
Problems beneath his Im-
Perial drag.

Clippety—cloppaty
Drarian Witliams
Seldom if ever to
Anpuish succumbs

Save when the Royals make
Anticlimactical

Cock-ups at jump-orfs and
Land on their bums,

Invented by Anthony Hecht and
John Hollander the double dactyl
has strict ruies. 1. It consisis of
two guatrains the last linzs {only)
of which rhyme. 2. All lines except
the rhymiag ones arz of two dactyls.
3. The first line is always a nons-
ens¢ line eg. higgledy-pigeledy,
jiggery-pokery eic. 4. The second
ling is 2 double dactylic name e.g.
Viadimir Nabokov, Marcus Aure-
lius, Josephine Bonaparte. IF the
name one wants 1o use is not
double dactylic one must use Pro-
crustean methods to make it so.
5. Somswhere in the second stanza
one of the double dactylic [ines
consists of a single word. 6, The
subject matter as in the limerick
and the clerihew must bz of a histo-
rical [ bipgraphical / eritical nature.
It is not really difficult when you
know how. Let’s try some;

Folkerv-fakery
Geri-Alice Toklas-Stein
When asked to explain her
Verse and her prose

Smiled a coy smile and most
Infuriaiingly

Just said arose is a

Rose is a rase.

Higgledy-pigagledy
Zhigniew- B zesinski

Went to the Great Wall and
Made a big speech

Premedituted]y
Aiming to widen the
Sino-Sovizt dip-
Lomatic breach.
Jiggerv-pokery
Colvin R de Silva
Wraote us a Constity-
Tion for all time

But IR changed the thing
Unrecognisably

Claming it had neither
Reason nor rhyme.
Ringaling-dingaling
Rernardo So-y-sa

Passcd off as statesman and
Sage rolled in one

But I am sad Lo re-

Late thal his claim was a
Terminclogical
Imprecision.

Mahaweli...
(Continused from page 13)

produced the best work in  the
period 1965-70. Team work, nor-
mally does. Men who are trained
together in the same way, work,
eat, sleep and sing together do
attack a given job more efficiently.

. The target figure quoted in the
press was 150,000 but sometime back
the Mahavell was expected to provide
anything between 500,000 to o million
Jobs, wasa't It ?

A, The Youth Corps is not the
total emplovment target. The
accelerated scheme will have so
many spin-off effects. We see it
already. 1I8,000 acres will be
covered Dby the Maduru Oya
schemse. .. a larger area than Min-
neriva, Polonnaruwa and Mediri-
giya...private enterprise has moved
in . little shops have come up..
as the jungle is being cleared, trucks
and bull-dozers...workshops, rep-
air shops...small canteens . stores...
later there will be hospitals and
schools, cinemas, .. co-ops...a whoie
new economy is taking shape, and
there is a sensc of bustling growth...
the muluplicer effect of all that will
be tremendous...
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IN A RAPIDLY MOVING WORLD.....

We Too Move Forward In Banking...

searching for new ground, new ideas, new acquaintances among promising
and ambitious men, women who are constantly looking for assistance — all
of whom in association with us, could help us help the State, to achleve

its priority development strategies.
Think of any new development project...

in Agriculture, Industry or the Arts & Crafts. We are there. Involved

more often in a very big way, or else, in some way.

Our clients belong to every strata of society, to every known profession

and to almost every known area of activity in commerce and trade,

We do not fuss with our customers—we trust them

That’s why, when it comes to anything concerning banking in this country
we In turn are trusted by 1.2 million Sri Lankan customers who bank

with us,

PEOPLES BANK

Service is our first objective




MARGA PUBLICATIONS

Marga Publications which consist of independent
research studies wndertaken for international

and local organisations, symposia of various
seminars, and lectures given at evening discussions
are now availuble with all leading booksellers and
al the Marga Institute, & Isipathana Mawarha,

Colombo 5.

2 Non Formal Education in Srl Lanka

3 Welfare and Growth in Sri Lanka

% The Cocperative System and Rural Credit in Sri Lanka
% The Sinhala Reading Public

&% Youth, Land and Employment

3 Religion and Development in Aslan Societies

% MNeeds of Children and Adclescents In Sri Lanka

% Instability of an Export Economy

(Gamani Cored)
Hard covar

Soft cover

15/00

8/00
10/00

5/50
10/00
10/00
12/50

45/00
37/00




ANY HOUR, ANY DAY —

YOUR BEST BET IS THE P&H LINE. Wherever the world is
at work — building, mining, moving, producing for a modern soclety
P&H products by Harnischfeger are there.  Doing the heavy work.
Dolng it fast —dependably — continuously. Working thraugh the night,
wrenching great loads of ore from the earth..Lifting concrete and

steel beams ...... Handling the materials of this century's society.
Around the globe. Working for today and tomorrow —and tomorrow’s
tomerrow,

Through the daylight hours of construction, or the perpetual -
hours of the steel mill...any hour, any day, around the globe......
around the clock you'll find P&H equipment by Harnischfeger at work.

Sole Agents for Sales & Service

DE SOYSA & COMPANY LIMITED

3 P. O. Box 207, COLOMBO 2.
PHONE : 22554.

@ HITACHI

@

COSY,
Y SAFE ,
| ECONOMICAL

CORNEL & CO., LTD.

16, Alfred Place,
Colembo 3,
Telephone : 20407, 20422, 24382




TRANS WORLD AIRLINES

Super Saver Budget Fares

From -— London

To — New York
Boston
Chicasgo

Los Angeles

San Francisco

CONTACT :

MERCANTILE TOURS (CEY) LTD.

8 — 10 Leyden Bastion Road
Colombo |.

Telephone : 27911/27506/36725

Fly SAUDI ARABIAN AIRLINES

Tristar Services

To

Dhahran / Jeddah / Rivadh
Rome ( Paris/Frankfurt

London

CONTACT :

Mercantile Tours (Eep) Limited

8 — 10 Leyden Bastion Road,

Colombe I,

Telephone : 27911 ; 27506 [ 36725




HERE’'S THE LOT
YES, INDEED, THE LOT IS HERE!

INTERNATIONAL NETWORK e SIEC LINI1 ZAGRANICZNYCH LOTU
SUMMER 1978 LATO
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Istanbul
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|
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Dubai
Canu
Bombay
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1.OT (POLISH AIRLINES)

General Sales Agents :

ADAMS TRAVELS & TOURS

P. O. BOX 1430. No. 8I, Chatham Street,
Colombo |.

Telephone : 36450 Cable : “ADAMTRAVEL"
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