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There is hardly anvthing in the world ihat
some mum cannot make a little worse and
sell a linle cheaper and the people who

consider price only are this man's lawful prey

Jekn Ruskin
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Understanding the Tamils

There are signs that more and
more Sinhalese opinlon-makers whe
were elther unconsclous
raclal prejudice or simply indifferent
to the Tamils' deep-felt sense of
grievance are experiencing the first
stirrings of consclence ond @ new
Intellectual awakening.

At a seminar In Peradenlya, Bishop
Lakshman Wickremasinghe, an able
student of political science before ha
became a padre who played a prom-
Inent role In ‘nativising’ Christian
ritual, argued that the new constitut-
lonal status for Tamil was an advance
but not far enough. He urged gen-
vine devolution to meet the asplrations
of the Tamil peaple.

Even more Interesting were the
observations of Dr. Havanpola Rotna-
sara, o Buddhist monk who was
joint secrtary of the Eksoth Bhikkhu
Peromuna, one of the organisations
which spearheaded the Sinhala Only
maventent and the 1956 “‘cultural
revolution” fn [958, the slogan was
historically correct and necessary, he
sald. But today there is great need
to pay seripus ottention to the

grievances of the island’s biggest
minority.

The 40,000 strong Ceylon Teacher's
Union went much further at its annual
conference. ft passed @ resolution
(moved by a Moslem teacher) which
recognised the Tamils® right ‘to self-
determination.

The not-so green valley

Conventional wisdem holds that the
party system inSriLanka Is deep-rooted.
Is it really? At least in the case of
the two major psriies, the UNP and
the SLFP, the party machine seems
to be active only In opposition. Once
the party wins the machine grinds
o a halt. The stote machine tokes
over. The SLFP's General Secretary
wos a Cobinet Minister. The UNP's
today is the Chalrman of a Corporation.
This was true of the Left parties too
but their machines, well-greased if
small, work with reasonable efficiency,
doy-to-day.

A brilliant organisation man who
bropght the UNP back into action In

victims of |
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1956 and te near-perfectlon ergani-
sattonally in 1973-77, FPresident |. R.
Jayowardene has alreody sensed that
something®s golng wrong with the
UNP. Forty branches, he told the Ex-Co
recently. had not sent delegates this
thme, Thelr reglstration had lapsed.
Those who saw the Kandy meeting
(the first anniversary of the specta.
cular UNFP victory) found the mass
porticipation and the enthustasm in
striking contrast to last year's. The
Aills of Kandy were green as ever
but not the town nestling emeng
them. Where hove all the green
shirts gone?

State audits

Wil private audit flrms be allowed
to audit the accounts of State Core
porations? It hos been traditfonal
practice in Srl Lanka for the Auditor-
General's Department to be tha sole
auditor for the State. The Auditor
Generals wha have acquired o reputat-
lon for Integrity are answerable only
to the legislature.

The Steering Committee on Control
of Finances of the Constituent Assembly
thot drafted the Srt Lanka Republican
Constitutfon of 972,

powers to the Auditor General, en-
gbling him to audit the accounts of

private firms, where this was in the
public interest,

At present 90 State Institutions
have thelr accounts gudited by the
Auditor General while 60 Corporations
are audited by private firms under
the supervision of the A. G. While
the AG's expenditure on the 90
audits plus those of local authorities
amounts to Rs. 3.4 million; the private
firms charge Rs, 3.6 million to audit
60 Corporations.

Healthy growth

Every dog hos his day. Some eternal
verities still hold good despite the
unsettiing confusions of a fast changing
worfd. Thus, PECUTRIN is here at
last to !mprove the shining hour of
those who have lived o dog’s [ife
for so fong. It is, os the news-
paper advertisaments proudly parade,
His Master's Choice. *‘Every watch-
dog or household pet, needs PECUTRIN,
the vitaminised mineral compound of
choice for extra energy and healthy
growth. PECUTRIM ensures the fieafth

recomm roceg athe guardion
on ‘Audit” Act’ thet would EWET;%F@@&M%?M t



\ _Letter;

Martin Wickramasinghe

I read with interest the atticle
on Martin Wickramasinghe in
your issue of July I.

1 entirely agree that it is impor-
tant for the development of Ceyl-
pnese literature that we should try
to form a just assessment of his
work.

Attempts were being made not
long mgo to make oul that Martin
Wickramasinghe was comparable
with Tolstoi, and at the recent
anniversary celebrations Prof.
Needham made some  polite
remarks that gave some people
the impression that Martin Wicksr-
amasinghe was a sage.

It is of course natural that an
English Professor who has Dbeen
invited to a tropical island should
make some polite remarks azbout
the nativés. But such remarks
should not be takentoo seriously.

1 wonder whether Prof. Needham
or anyone else can quote a single
sentence, or longer passage, from
Martin Wickramasinghe that has
anything of much value to say.

Neither Martin Wickramasinghe
nor Tolstei are my favourite writ-
ers (with all due apologies to Mr.
Reggie Siriwardena) but even sol
do not think there is any c¢ompa-
rison batween the 1wo.

There is an objective fact that
supports  this impression. All
encyclopaedias, anthologies dicti-
onaries of world literature etc
have long references to Tolstoi
and his works, but not to Martin
Wickramasinghe and his works.
Most of them don’t even mention
his name.

1 find Martin Wickramasinghe’s
writing mediore at best, and at
worst almost unbelievable. For
example, his short story “Kiri Ka
Hati*' describes how a man Was
very fond of eating curd; one
day somebody brings hima pot of
curd and he looks forward te
eating it after lunch; but when he
opens the pot he finds that it is
not curd at all, but Jadi {(dry fish)!,
Surely, a man who could conceive,

2

write and actually publish sucha
shott story must be diplorably
lacking in both intelligence and
taste.

Indeed I find almost the whole
of Ceylonese literature and drama
deplorably lacking in both intelli-
gence and taste.

Perhaps this would be an intere-
sting subject for discussion in
your columns.

Douglas Amarasekera

Euro-communism

Mr. Shanmugathasan has got
hold of o typist's error ““that
Bernsteinism,  Kautskyism  were

revicionisms of  Marx's time,”" and
has gone to town on this “error”,
stating that I do notdeserve areply.

The sentence should have read :(—

Bernsteinism, Kauotskyism and
Menshevism were rovisionism  of
bMarzism in Lenin’s time. Really
Rerpstein embarked on this course
at the Stutgart Congress in 1898,

In going off at a tangent Mr,
Shanmugathasan had not denied—
(1) That even the preat- leader
Lenin though a Bolshevik, held
Menshevik views about the coming
Russian Revelution i.c. of its bour-
geois character.  (2) That Trotsky
alone disagreed with both Lenin's
and the Menshevik position.

Mr. Shapmugathasan says that
the Peoples Front has nothing rev-
isionist about it. It was an attempt
to build the unity of the working
class in action as the core and
leading force of a broader Anti-
Fascist Peoples Fromt to curb
Hitler’s Fascism. It did not sue-
ceed'. MNeedless to say that such
“Fronts’® with the bourgeoise {Big
or Liberal) never succeed. A local
example would -be the United
Front between the C.P- L.S.5.P.
& the S5.L.E.P. '

Amaradasa Fernando

Reflections

Reference  the article  entitled
'The gadflies* by Arden in your
issue of Juneg 1, 1 have done a

lot of thinking on our lack of
civilization aud its relationship to
a lack of knowledge of English.
One has only to read the daily
newspapers in Sri Lanka to be
convinced that Mr. Douglas Amara-
sekern is perfectly correct.  The
proceedings of the Sansoni Com-
mission would show us as to how
many of those atrocities were com-
mitted by people with a good
knowledge of English.

Mr. Douglas Amarasckera is
perfectly correct in stating that
in not a single Sinhala play fs
there one memotable line—unlike
in the plays of Shakespeare, Euripe-
des, Sophocles, Aristophones. Real
nationalism consisis of being aware
of one's shoricomiogs. George
Bernard Shaw said, ®Science 15
concerncd  with  the truth  of
hypolhesis and not whether some
conceited people like it or aot™
What Sri Lanka needs today is
more people of the calibre of
Mr. Douglas Amarasekera.

Gampola. Hector De Zoysa

The double dactyl

I beg youwr pardon,

my dear Arden,

but when you talk of
Via-DI-mir Ma-BO-kov

as a dactylic double,

yvou're in trouble.

It's amphibrachic, like Lo-LI-ta,
his otrokovitsa.

I haven't read MNabokow’s own
translation of his Lelita into Rus-
sian, but strokovitsa was the nearest
approximation 1 could think of o
nymphet, and it was close enough
to a rthyme. VLA-dimir NA-bokov
is a horrible Americanisation of
the name, at which he himself
must have shuddsred. Incidentally,
the Random House English  Diction-
ary, in its entry against Nahokov,
gives the Russian pronunciation of
Viadimir correctly, and for Nabokov
lists the Russian form, followed
by the Americanised distortion of
it. But then there are people who
also say LO-lita, destroying -the
poetry of Nabokov's first paragraph.

Coiombo 5. Reggie Siriwardena
(Coittinned on prge 25}
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New Constitution : prbs and cons

nd so, we have the Second

Republic. Oris it the Third?
Before Section 157 was withdrawn,
Fr. Tissa Balasuriya, Direcior of
the Centre for Socisty and Reli-
gion (surely the most lively intelle-
clua]l forum in a couutry which
has neo intellectual community
despite a plenitude of intellipence
und where the University has been
drained of all vitality by caree
rism, petty politics and medioe-
rity?) told a seminar *“this is a
constitulional coup d *ctat®.

Constitutions can be properly
judged only by the way they work
and serve in practice declared
objectives which are  invariably
clothed in familiar pieties. Consti-
tutions do not solve problems but
can better equip the rulers to deal
wilth the myriad problems of the
people.  However, constitulions
could enshrine serious negative
features— a denial or restriction of
basic rights rather than a guaran-
tee and reinforcement of such
rights. Inthat sense, Section 157
was a frightful piece of drafisman-
ship. Any person who advocated
oragilated for an amendment or
an alteration of the constilution
{except in the strictly ordained
manner) would commit an  offence
that carried ten years jail and
confiscation of property.

It was, as Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva put it with characteristic
pithiness, constitutional change
which made all consiutional
change impossible in any meaning-
ful sense,

The government was wise to
withdraw it and its action certainly
deserves a small hurrah. Govern-
ment spokesmen say that it was
znother sign of how responsibly
the administration responds (o
coasidered criticism and bows 1o
public opinion. Its opponents say
that the exercise was a typical
Bxctic— three  steps forward in
order to take one step back

in a pre - planned demonstration of
democratic  conduct. Whichever
the motivation or  mixture of
motives, the povernment has dis-
pelled widespread fears that it
was  attempling  to  stific all
dissent,

Investment

The SLFP, TULF and ths ULF,
in varying deprees of conviclion
and horror, see something more
sinister in Section 158, the consti-
tutional profection given to foreign
investors. To  these  crities, it
represents 4 surrender or erosion
of national soversignty. Going
deeper in their analysis, some of
these students of the new consti-
tution see the constitutional change
and some of the laws ulready in
force and some others on the way
as part of a pattern in which the
new development sirategy s the
inlorming principle,  Economics
first, they would say. And in the
new stralegy, foreign capital is
the motor of ‘development®

Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali, one
of the more articulate advocates
of these changes (particularly of
P. R} gives the government's
answer. Al a press conference last
weck, he said that ihere wasa
debaie, largely ideoiogicul, on the
basic issue of foreign capital.
According to him, every country
was inviting and accapting foreign
capital and what really murterad
were the conditions under which
it operated and how much banefit
the national economy actualiy
derived. Ii was the responsibility
of each country, and its supreme
legislature, to safeguard nalional
sovereignty. He for one could not
see a mujority of any  National
Assembly, deminated by the UNP
or SLFP, consciously agreeing to
an erosion of sovereignty.

The dehate on forcign capital,
anyway, was sctiled by the UNP's
declared policy. It welcomed
foreign capital The question was
‘under what terms?

But foreign capital, in turn,
required guaraniecs. Their invests
menis were already protecied by
international  law, This was in
effeet “municipal law” fortifying
such puarantees. An ordinary agre-
ment or law could give the inves-
tor a  greater sense of security.
But il he required more. S:ction
158 could be cited as a further
token of Sri Lanka’ s bona (ides,

Section 158 was an epabling
provision, he added. Mot every
foreign investment would be guar-
anteed under this provision. Rec-
ourse to this consiitutional provi-
sion would be on a case - by - case
basis,

Electoral system

The government has refused to
give in on the guestion of by-
elections. The Opposition would
have preferred if this old system
had been abandoned afier 1983,
But the government argues that
the abolition of by-elections is a
logical consequence of the intro-
duction of an eniiely new system
of elections. How then can public
opinion be tested? How can the
unpopularity of a goviroment or
of one of its decisions be demons-
trated ? Mr. 5. LV, Chelvanayakum
took that course of action although
the United Front kept him waiting
several vears before he could
prove his point. UNP and Opposi-
tion leader, Mr. J. R, Jayewardene
was luckier. He made his point
in the Colombo South by-election
afier resigning his seat in 1975,
the year that the U. F, should
have faced another poll on s
1970 mandate.

“We have the new device of a
referendum’®  replies  government
spokesmen. But the right to hold a
referendum is vested in the govern-
ment, and governments are not
always eager to test their own
popularity or lack of it,



By-elections, it is also submitted,
are a distraction (from the devel-
opmenl eflor1?) and oftcn bring
out only parochial guestions, not
genuinely national issuzs. The
government’s strongest  argument
however is arithmetic It speaks
with the authority of 141 seats.
On past form, there would be
about Bto 10 by-elections in the
1977-83 period. It could not make
any impression on the party line-up
in parliament.

The povernment huas in any
case made certain that this party
complexion cannot be altered wntil
1983, No by - elections and the
omuipotence now vested in  the
party boss  who can nominate
ancther party man whenever a
MP dies or is sacked from his
party or leaves it ensures that
this parliamentary  balance ({or
imbalance) will remain unchanged.

P.R.

The present imbalance is a
direct outcome of the distortions
inherent in  the British winner-
takes-all system. P. R. has its own
imperfections but it is certainly
more democratic. The Sri Lankan
system (delimitation and the B:i-
tish practice) pgives each person
a vote but each vote is WOT equal.
The disparity in  value between
the urban and rural vole is self-
evident, and has often worked to
the disadvantage of town - basad
parties. Theoretically at least, the
Left was deliberately disadvan-
taged.

The 1970 and 1977 results in
particular {the gap between votes
and seats of the UNP and SLFP)
expose the gross defects of the
old system. A plance at whal-
might - have - been  {in Joly 1977)
dramatises the fact even more
vividly. 1F the new JR system
had been in operation the result
would have something like this:

UNP — 93
3LFF — 52
TULF — 18
ULk — 3

The LSSP would certainly have
had iis triumvirate (N. M., Colvin
and Leslie} in the NSA.
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RMP and jVP

he Revolulionary  Marxist

Party— the political arm of
Bula Tampoce's Ceylon Mercantile
Uniop— scems to be edging away
from the Jaaatha Yimukthi Pera-
muna. When Rohana Wijeweera
was released from prison it was
to the CMU headquarters that he
wenf, since it was Bala Tampoe
who liad defended him in court
and outside it as well.

The RMP has in an open leiter
to the the JVP expressed concern
over the political attitude of the
JV¥P. They accuse the IVE of
failing to altack the UNP Govern-
ment. Ingtead they say that the
JVP slill direcis its guns apainst
the SLFP-LSSP and CP. Further,
the J¥P is rcluctant to  support
the opposition pariies  in  their
campaign against the Government,

In reply the IVP  states that
they have in fact been critical of
the UNP But they do not want
to drive people out ol the UNP
intg the SLFF, LSSP and CP.
"“We cannot campromise  with
opportunism'’ they say.

They say that their anti - UNP
agitation must not be premature
but governed by the radicalism of
the people, “We must only be one
step ahead of the masses,”

TUs study violence

he Action Committee of the
major Trade Union Federations
(in effect, all the non-UMP trade
unjons and the CWC) has decided
to study and publish a report on

the incidence of violence in the
trade union field.
Members of the Ceylon Bank

Employees Union who struck work
recenily were assaulted and inti-
midated in several parts of the
island. [In Colombo twelve strikers
were injured, two of them were
hospitalised. The CREU says that
the assajlants  were mainly port
workers, in  addition they cluim
to have identifizd 20 CTB warkers
from Moratuwa, Assault on CBEU
strikers also took place in Kurue

negala, Galle, Piliyandala, Pera-

deniva and Chilaw.

The Unions point to Lhis attack
on CBEU  strikers as  another
incident in a long list of attacks.

In Janvary, Ceylon Mercantile
Union reports, their newly formed
Union at Kelaniya went on strike.
On January 17ih strikers who were
picketting were assaulted by local
thugs. The CMU claims that the
same thugs were used apainst the
students of the Vidyalankara
Campus a short while later, when
they elected opposition supporters
to their Students’ Union.

In Puttalam the Cement Corpor-
ation strike was broken up, At
Laksala workers who struck in
April  were dismissed, At the
Tyre Corporalion, State Hardware
Corporation, Paranthan Chemicals
Corporation  and  Port Carga
Corporation, workers have been
interdicted or otherwise harassed
for picketing against the White
Paper on Employment,

Members of the Joint
Union Action Committee who
launched protest pickets were
assaulled al the Registrar Generals’
Offlice, the Department of Immi-
gration, Ceylon Petroleum Cor-
poration  and  National Paper
Carporation.

Trade

When picketing Petroleum Cor-
poration employess were assanlted
in Muoratuwa a member of the
Moratuwa UNP  Branch, Mrs,
Evelyn Peiris, wrote protesting to
the UNP's top leaders :

“C.M UJ. members who work at
the Corpaoration do sileni picketing.
Not only they, but Messes. Sten-
arls, Grovernors and some other
firms alsa do it for half-an-hour
during their lunch interval. Ona
day one of the members of the
C.M.U. was assaulted by UNPers
and he was injured. Mext day,
three or four were injured and
they had to go to the Accident
Service and upto now they have
not reported to work as they are
on medical leave. The other duy
a gentleman was being very badly
assaulted with a pistol butt til]
he bled and was taken home by
his wife who happens te work in

(Cantinuzd on page 2%)



J Foreign news

Aha_nowr

he non-aligned do not vole

at their conferences. Consen-
sus is the respected convention.
But reservations are allowed and,
if insisted upon, recorded. There
were noat when Ithe Belgrade
meeting ended. So the 6th summit
will be held in Havana in 1979;
no postponement, no change of
venus,  Unity despite diversity.
There non-alignment stands, for
the time being.

It was Egypt which formally
cailed for a posiponement or an-
other host. Although Cuban For-
eign Minister Mamierca himself
alleged that the US had won over
15 non-aligned states to *sabotage’
the Havana meeting, it was only
a small.group (Somalia, Morocco,
Kuwait etc) that took this line
publicly. Thus, when Cuba took
the offensive on the final day,
its spokesman kicked Egypt in the
groin, *Those who went to Jeru-
salem, now do not wish to come
to Havana™.

It is not kmown whether Fore
ign Minister Mohamed Kamel who
nccompanied President Sadat to
Jerusalem and kissed Prime Min-
isier Menahen Begin (the butcher
of Deir Yassin) hid his head in
shame but the Cuban counter-
blast does throw helpful light on
the fluctuating situation within the
movement. Like Indonesia under
Soekarno or Ghana under Nkru-
mah, Egypt was one of the most
influential members of the con-
ference. With Suharto, Indonesia
tock a conscious decision
concentrate on the regional group-
ing (ASEAN) and play a  token
role in the non-aligned group.
And a fortnight ago, Singapore
Foreign Minister Rajaratnam made
the frank admission that ASEAN
was a firm supporter of the US.
Ghana, somewhat like Burma,
gave foreizn policy a2 back seat
in the 1970°s,

As the major power in the Arab
world, Egypt however has carried
much weight within the move-

to Havana

to |

ment, along with India, Yugos-
lavia, Algeria, Taozania, Nigeria,
Cuba elc,

Ever since Sadat made his “peace
move' and became, objectively
speaking, an instrument of USR
policy in the Middle-East, Egypi's
political influence in the Arab
world has declined, while its mor-
al prestige in  the non-afigned
community has sunk rapidly. The
move itseif has angered the radicals
while the evident failure of the
initiative has disappointed some
moderates,

Mevertheless & majority of the
Arab  League are pro-western
“moderates” or *“rightwingers:” as
the expulsion of the Marxist
regime of Yemen from the League
indicated, ™ext to the Dblack
African ‘group, the Arab Leasye
is the most numerous upit within
the Bf-member conference. Will
Egypt, inspite of the Belgrade
decision, carry on the campaign
for **boycotting” Havana?

In the larger OAU where black
Africans are ina majority, French
influence is strong and the mulij-
national foree which went to the
aid of Mobutu was an idea con-
ceived in Washington, born in
Paris and blessed in Peking., But
if they have the numbers, they
are also discredited through their
collusion with South Africs in the
invasion of Angola in 1975. The
more forward-locking countries are
maore articulate and hold the maral
initiative, Recently, Tanzania's
Julius Myerere, perhaps the most
respeeted of Afijcan radicals, not
only defended the Cuban  assiz-
tance but asked the Africans to
remember that those who onee
colonised Africa, plundered her
wealth and still had enormous
economic inlerests and  jnvest-
ments, were the conlinent's real
enemies, MNyerere gave an element-
ary lesson omn the nature of nea-
colonialism  particularly to neo-
Marxist interpreters of ‘hepemon-
irm®,

Nigerian influence within the
OAU is also expanding steadily.
The speeches of Gen, Obasanjo
and more so of Gen. Josep Garba
make it clear that Nigeria will
support the line taken by Tanzania,
Angola, Mozambigue, Ethiopia,
Guinea-Bissau, Benin, Zambia etc.

Belgrade found a compromise
on the key issue of “foreign
intervention®. Neilher the Cuban
tesplution nor the counter-rasplu-
tion supported by Yugoslavia and
India was adopted in the original
form. The search for a machin-
ery to settle bilaterial disputes will
also go on.

But two Dbasic issues remain.
As the group increased in numbers,
these issues surfaced sharply and
inevitably :

(1) Where does the movement
stand in relation to constellation
of world forces? Ts it neuiral or
equidistant between the blops?
The answer of course depends
largely on  the nature of  each
regime and how it perceives itg
own inlerests, nationally and inter-
wationally. There are a fair number
of non-aligned states which are
basically pro-wesiern.  Yugoslavia,
in the middle, puts the anti-bloc
strugele as the primary interest of
the non-alighed. Cuba sees the
socialist stales as the “natural ally™
of the Third World.  While regret-
ting the division within the soci-
alist camp (the Sine-Soviet schism)
and attacking the present Chinese
leadership for its objective suppott
of the US, NATO and pro.west-
ern states, Cuba does not maks
China the main enemy but *US
imperialism™. It is careful to diff-
erentiate between the Chinese revo-
lution and the socialist construe-
tion of China, and the foreign
policy of the ‘new mandarins®.

{2y In the interests of “unity"
is the conference to remain a
mmi-UN  “completely eolourless

and inoffensive”? os Garcia Frias,
the Cuban delegate asked at the
11th Congress of the Yugoslay C Ps.
“Quality, not quantity’” said Carlo.
Rafael Rodriguesz at the Colombo
;{umrnit and thet remains Cuba’s
ine.



US - USSR

hree months afier his aggre-

ssive Annapolis address, on
the eve of the NATO summit in
Washington, Mr. Carter huas begun
to lower his  vyoice. In  trouble
over domestic  issucs, as  the
popularity ratings showed, Mr.
Catter’s sudden  thrust on the
foreign policy front appears to
have proved so disappointingly
fruitless that the phrase *Carter’s
credibility*’ still keeps cropping up
in editorials and commentaries in
the influential ‘quality’ press in
America.

Broadly speaking the Carter
initiative had threa elements:

{a) The open accusation apainst
Cuba for her ‘involvement” in the
invasion of Zaire.

{b) A tough posture on US-
USSR relations supported by
charges over Soviet interference in
Africa and an attempted link-up
between Salt 2, the so-called hu-
man rights issue, Soviet glabal
policy, US-USSR trade etc,

(¢) The China card, Dr.
Brzezinski's visit to Peking, and
China's obliging flanking attack
on the USSR and Cpba within
the non-aligned Third World.

What prompted Mr. Carter to
make this  uncharacteristically
pugnacious (and perilous) move?
The wunfavourable opinion pells,
the forthcoming mid-term electi-
ons, the necd to assert himself at
least in foreizn affairs and erase
the growing impression of an
uniricd and weak President, press-
ures from western allies with large
interests in Africa, the frenzied
appeals for support from beleag-
urad allies like Zaire, and the
vested interests of the US indust-
rial-military complex in far - reae-
hing arms agreements are the
main reasons widely adduced.

Today there is general agree-
ment that the Carter initiative
has pained very little and lost
much, with his own credibility as

the most obvious casualty.

fi
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“Carter’s foreign policy attacked
under his own roof” ran a front-
page headline in Christian Science

Monitor. The report drew aticn-
tion nol to attacks from *hawks' in
the Democratic fold like Senat-
ors *Scoop' Jackson and Daniel
P. Moynihan but from ‘doves’in
the rival Republican camp, inclu-
ding House Leader John Rhodes,

For the non-aligned the signific-

ance of this otherwise purely
Amecrican  or superpower debate
was it ran parallel to {and in

many ways was reflected within)
the controversy that raged inside
the non-aligned community in the
critical run-up to Belgrade,

‘)?.'{j‘_"}?*.
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‘Well, I'm back from Geneva and | have a message
from the Russians'

Cuba was the focal point of
this debate too. A basically pro-
western  group made Cuba the
target of direct attack, and the US-
SR the superpower enemy outside,
with the US and China providing
these non-aligned stales propaga-
ndist cover.

On all fronts, Carter
nothing.

fay Castro picked up the gaunt-
let with righteous rage and
relish. *In engaging in a shouting
match with Castro ... and being
bested in the match, Mr. Carter’s
credibility has  been tarnished”
wrote James Goodsell, a top Latin
American alfairs specialist.  *It

gained



was Carter who got
not Castro™

blemished,

(b) On the propaganda front,
Ambassador Young's bombshell
exploded on  the White House
doorstep.  (See “Political Prison-
ers’’).

{c} Moscow simply asked Mr.
Carter to mind his own business,
and went ahead with its own, des-
pite such clumsy pressure moves
like halting the sale of a computer
to TASS!

{d) On the China card, no final
judgment has been reached. It s
agreed that it is the only strong
card in the American hand at a
time when the US s locked in
fierce dispules, especially over
competilive  economic  interests,
with her own allies, notably Japan,
and some western European coun-
tries. The majority view among

China
Keng Piao’s

r. Keng Piao, the Chinese

Yice Premier who visited
Pakistan and 8+ Lanka in June
had & busy schedule in July as
the curtain rose on the non-aligned
foreign ministers meeting in Belg-
rade,

In an undisguised attempt to
carry its current diplomatic offen-
sive into the camp of ‘the enemy’
the Chinese leader visited Trinidad,
Guyana and Jamaica. Giving
extensive coverage to this Caribbean
tour by the highest ranking Chinese
dignitary to wisit the area, the US
press reported warmly that it was
“aimed at countering growing
Soviet and Cuban influence in the
region” and at "“Cuba’s role in
the non-aligned movement™.

While the Belgrade meeting was
coming to a close, Mr. Keng

US analysts is that Mr, Carter
over - played this eard, played it
too erudely or too early.

As 3 resull, criticism of Dr.
Brzezinski is  even sharper, aud
sometimes personal. He s being
called a second-rate academic, the
author of some unreadable books
and a Polish emigre with psycholo-
gical hang - ups and a neo - Mc
Carthyite neurosis. A proponent
of widening the US intervention
in Vietnam as late as 1968, his
intimate connections with Rocke-
feller, US big business and the
Trilateral Commission are being
laid bare. The most serious siric-
ture passed on him by US analy-
El$ however is that, unlike Dr.
Kissinger, he has no conceplual
grasp of world politics and is
therefore unable to define a realistic
role for the US in the pursuit of
her interests,

long march

Piao visited another non-aligned
country which is of immense
strategic importance to the whole
Mediterranean area, Malta. [vor
Tilney of the *Sunday Times’ (Lon-
don) wrote:

“The island of Malta which will
cease to be a Brithish militaty
base next March, has become the
target for determined overtures
from China, Peking which has
given Malta a large "'soft-interest”
loan is playing it safe by wooing
both the government and the
opposition parties in an effort to
prevent the Maltese furming diple-
matic links with the Soviet Union'’,

While Mr. Keng Piao was in
Multa, the leader of the opposition
Mutionalist Party, was on a twoe-
week wvisit to China,

Bolivia
treading
‘Peruvian

path’

LA PAZ, Bolivia,

Bciiviu may soon learn the
lesson thal her neighbour to
the north, Peru, recently learned —

what the banks giveth, the bank
can just as easily taketh away.

Like Peru, Bolivia has borrowed
billions of dollars over the past
seven years from various inferna-
tional banks and lending institu-
tions to finance a host of deve.
lopment projects, such as roads,
irrigation systems and the purchase
of modern communications equip-
ment.

And like Peru, which recently
went though a period of severs
political and social unrest when
its creditors demanded that it end
subsidies on basic foodstuffs and
gasoline because it could no longer
pay its debts, Bolivia may one
day soon lind itself at the mercy
of the banks and lending instj-
tutions to which it pow owes
$2.5 billion, §1.84 billion more
than it owed them ip 1970,

The foreign debt now stands at
about $ 500 for each of Bolivia‘s
3 million people — more than the
yearly per capita income of about
$ 400, which places Bo ivia second
only to Haiti as the Western
Hemisphere's poorest country,

U.S. diplomats here are officially
optimistic about Bolivia's ECONG-
mic¢ future, although they recenily
had to readjust their Forecasts
when it became apparent that
Bolivia’s trade and balance of
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payments position were worsening
at an unforescen and almost
alarming rate. “It can be done,
Bolivia can continue growning.”™
said one diplomat the other day.
“Jt’s just going to be tougher.”

And as Peru learned to its dismay
earlier this year, a run of bad
luck with raw-material export prices
or production coupled with an ever
increasing debt repayment sche-
dule can quickly bring dowa the
house of ecards. The banks are
quick to lend money when coun-
try’'s balance-of-trade position is
is in the black or looks like it
will be in the black, They are
also just as quick to demand
severe and politically dangerous
measures ‘when the balance sheet
turns red and it begins to look
as if & country will not be able
to repay it debis,

While Bolivia has not yet reached
the point of being unable to repay
its loans, most observers believe
the government will haye to take
some unpleasant measures over the
next few years — such as dismiss-
ing thousands of tin miners, raising
the price of gasoline and ending
food subsidies — in order to avoid

problems with ils international
creditors.
And there, of course, is the

rub, After seven years of autho-
ritarian military rule that produ-
ced political stability and econo-
mic growth at the expense of
union freedom and the give and
take of democracy, Bolivia held
its first national elections in 12
years and is supposed to return
to democratic rule next month,

— {Washington Post)

India under the Janata

by Shelton Kodikara

{ Professor of Political Science
at the Sri Lonka University)

he change of government in

India following wupon the
spectacular electoral victory of the
Janata Party in March 1977 was
expected to involve a shift of
emphasis in Indian foreign policy,
although the Janata Party Govern-
ment had made 1t clear from the
outset that no far-reaching changes
were contemplated.

Domestic political factors com-
nected with the idcological and
organic links between the Commu-
nist Party of Indiaand the Soviet
Union and the former's unquali-
fied support of the Indira Gandhi
regime, including its endotrsement
of the decision to proclaim emer-
gency rule in mid-1975 had made
sections of the Janata  Parly
leadership suspicious of the Soviet
conneztion and of the Indo-Soviet
treaty of 1971 iwelf. It was
therefore  belicved that Indira’s
go-called **tilt"* towards Moscow
would be corrected by the new
Moraji Desai regime and that
India would henceforth follow a
“ penuing ™ non-aligned foreign
policy.

Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Minis-
ter of External Affairs, addressing
the 32nd session of the UN Gene-
ral Assembly on October 4, 1977
declared that the new government
took the earlizst opportunity on
assuming office to declare its
resolve not only to continue non-
alignment but in fact to restore
to the policy its original pesitive

thrust. “It is a matter of some
satisfaction that our stress on
genuine non-alignment and our

decision to pursue the policy with
vigour and dynamism has been
understood and appreciated in its
praper perspective.”

Howzaver, & more pragmatic
approach both to the Saviet con-
nection and to foreign reclations
generally has come to characterize
Indian foreign policy since April
1977 when the visit of Soviet
Foreign Minister, Mr. Gromyko,

to Mew Delhi brought about a
new reappraisal of the Indo-Soviet
relationship.

The visit was instrumental in
restoring to this relationship its
earlicr cordiality, convergence and
cooperation which was based both
an the security and economic links
which had been built up between
the two countries since 1971 and
earljer. Soviet contribulions to
India’s recent development of its
defence net-work, particularly in
the building up of India’s Navy
has been crucial. Soviet assistance
to Indian naval expansicn began
in the late 1960°s, but after 1974

became significant, During the
period  1974-1977, for cxample,
[ndia acquired four additional

submarines, ten fast-going frigates
in addition to several patrol boats
with a long-range capability. The
Soviet Union’s economic assistance
to I[ndia, which predated the 1971
treaty itself acquired an added
importance after 1971, Soviet trade
with 1ndia registered a four fold
increase during the last decade
and is expected to increase by
205 this year,

As Moraji Desai pointed out
during his visit to Moscow, there
are more than fifty important
Soviet-assisted  projects  including
the prestigious stecl mills at Bokaro,
in India. Prime Minister, Moraji
Desai's visit to Moscow in Octo-
ber 1977 was itsell indicative of
the Janala Gaovernment's changed
attitude to the Soviet Union,
considering that his only other
foreign visits were to London to
attend the Commonwealth Con-
ference in June 1977 and a stop-
over in Paris on the way back. On
the oceasion of this visit, Mr. Desai

said “preservation and conti-
nuance in  today's circumsfances
of this (Indo-Soviet) relationship

is a tribure to the maturity of
two proud nations who recognised
the imperative of peaceful co-
existence .



A further example of the new
Indian pragmatism in foreign
policy was occasioned by a Chinese
goodwill visit to India by a dele-
gation headed by Mr. Wang Pin-
nam in March this year. The
visit was non-official in character:
but certainly cleared the ground
for resolution of outstanding issues
in dispute between the two countries
and for formulating concrete pro-
posals with a view to improving
bilateral relations belween India
and China. Duoring the course of
hizs wisit, Mr. Wang recalled the
observation of Mao Tse-tung in
Peking on May 1, 1970 about
India being a preat country and
the inevitability of China and India
becoming friends. He expressed
confidence that on the basis of
the five principles of co-existence
and ““with patience, mutual accom-

modatiens and common ooder-
standing all problems can be
resolved ™.

Mr. Desai himself pointed out
that India’s consistent siand had
been  that the border question
should be solved through bilateral
discussion and through peaceful
means. Mr. Vajpayee on this
occasion accepted in principle an
invilation of the Chinese Foreign
Minister to wisit China,

The fence-mending posture of
the Janata government was carried
a stape further by the Farakka
Accord beiween India and Ban-
gladesh signed in Movember 1977,
which concluded a long-standing
dispute over sharing the waters
of the Ganges berween the two
countries. The dispute over this
question between India and Pakis-
tan, which had a 25 year old
history, had acquired a new dimen.
sion with the birth of Bangladesh
as a new international entity.
Although the working out of the
agreement is  likely to involve
difficulties between the two coun-

trieg, it remains symbolic of a
new chapter of bilateral relations
and co-operation between the two
most populous states in  South
Asia. The attempt to demarcate
an Indo-Bangla maritime boundary,
however, has not so far materia.
lised. Demarcation of such a
maritime boundary in the Bay of
Bengal has assumed considerable
importance in the context of the
search for off-shore oil in the
region, and renewed attempts are
being made by both countries to
reach apreement or, at least to
narrow down their diffcrences on
this issue,

Maritime boundary agreements
and Sri lanka
demarcating their historic waters
in Palk Strait, the Gulf of Mannar
and the Bay of Bengal had already
been  entered into by the two
countrics even before the advent
of the Janats pavernment, in 1974
and 1976, This government inheri-
ted the problem of implementing
the Indo-Lanka agreements of 1964
and 1974 as the one outstanding
problema between India and Srl

Lanka. Here, too, there is evident
o tendency on the part of the

Indian government to co-operate
with its Sri Lanka counterpart
headed by Mr. J. R, Jayewardena
in a spirit of mutual accomoda-
tion. Both Janata and the UNP
had, in 1977, shared a common
experience in [orging

between India

impressive
glectoral victories against govern-
ments which had had a relatively
long tenure of power, and this
perhaps provided a common bond
beiween Morarji Desal and J. R,
Jayewardena, whizh has  bheen
buttressed by a declared common
endeavour dharmishta societies in
their respective countries.

In February 1978, India signed
five apgreements with Vietnam
providing for co-operation between
the two countries in diverse ficlds
including trade. agriculture, science

and  technology and cultural
exchanges,
In its puclear policy, Prims

Minister Morarji Desai has reitera-
ted the stand of previous Indian
governments in  desisting
singing the Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty, without guarantees regard-
ing the manufacture of new nuclear
weapons and a phased reduction
and eventual elimination of the
ezisting stockpiles of the two super
powers. Desai, however, has gone
a step further by giving a cate-
gorical guarantee that India would
refrain from Turther nuoclear tests

from

even for peacelul puposes.

Of all India’s neighbours, Pakis-
tan perhaps the one
country where mutually hostile
feelings have not abated to any
significant extent. Even so, con-

remains

temporary Indian foreign policy
displays of continuity
more than of change from the
policy of the Indira era, and can
be held up as wpholding a virile
tradition of non-alignment. As
Vajbayee put it at the UN:

elements

* Many political changes have
taken place in the last one
year in South Asia. Even so,
it is a tribute to the people
that the area is
of tension than it has been
for decades.’

today freer



Non-alignment is ‘anti-bloc’ - Tito

y its mnature, the policy of
non-alignment is  directed

against imperialism, neo-colonia-
lism, racism, and all other forms of
foreign domination and exploitation.
It is directed against the policy
of force, against political and
economic hegemony, and against
all forms of foreign interference
end dependence.

This all makes the movement
of non-alignment anti-bloc in its
commitment. Our movement does
not see the world’s future in a
balance of forces between the blocs
or in one bloc prevailing over the
other to stand supremc. Attainment
of the goals to which we aspire
means ouf -constant endsavour to
transcend a bloc-divided world, Lo
build up the elements in world
relations conducive to peace, SeCu-
rity and general sacial progress.
This has given the non-aligned
movement its independence and
unity and made it an independent
factor in world affairs, and it
must remain so.

The non-aligned movement has
worked and works for active
peaceful coexistence, which means
a constant struggle for peace and
equality in the world and against
the imposition by others of their
social-political systems or ideolo-
gies.

As a result, the non-aligned
countrics have from Lhe very start
been a great moral force, and
today are a real political foree in
changing the old and establishing
new, democratic relations in the
world.

We can assert here, with the
deepest conviction, that all the
summit conferences 1o date of the
non-aligned countries have mar-

10

ked significant steps to these
ends. And | want especially to
emphasize that non-alignment, in
this last period, that is, since
the conference in Colombo up Lo
today, has experienced further,
important affirmation and achieved
new important resulis. Permit me
to cite a few examples in illustra-
tion.

Cur policy has constantly been
a positive factor in overcoming the
cold war, it was decisive in getting
detente underway and is persever-
ing in working for its univer-
sality. It has contributed, thereby
to creating the general conditions
for strengthening peace and secu-
rity, for relations of equality and
for general progress.

By our activity, we have built
awareness in the international
community of the nced to open
ways towards new, more just,
international relations. Our final
goal is, of course, establishment
of the new intcrnational economic
order. Whatever the difficulties
along the way, we must not be
deterred from this. The existing
inequitable relations are a constant
source of decp contradictions and
dangerous conflicts in the modern
waorld.

The non-aligned countries can
allow nobody to bring into ques-
tion the solidarity of the movement
or Munt the edge of its funda-
mental commitments and action
unity. They can allow nobodyto
dilute the policy of non-alignment
or reduce the intensity of our
solidarity with peoples fighting for
their independence, freedom and
free clioice of the roads ol their
own development. All scctarianism
is alien to non-alignment, divisions
tased on indeclogical, religious or

other criteria and maotives are
impermissible, regardless of the
slogans behind which they hide.

Various pressures are being step-
ped up against the unity of the
non-aligned. We are witnesses to
attempts to establish in vitally
important regions of the non-alig-
ned world, above all in Africa,
new forms for a colonial presence
and new forms of bloc dependence,
foreign interference and domina-
tion. We muost stand united in
resisting such attempts. The very
essence of non-alignment, of the
interests of us all lopether and
each country separalely demands
this of us.

All of this heighiens the need
to transcend within non-aligned
ranks conduct and disagreements
which are greatly to the detriment
of these countries, as they are
also to the movement as a whole.
I am convineed that this is possi-
ble, and it is indispensable. In-
dividual national interests and the
problems handed down by colo-
nialism cannot be allowed to lead
to conflicts. There must be a
democratic appreciation for diffe-
rences in approach amengst us,
however serious these may, be and
if problems and disputes cannot
always be avoided, they can and
must be setiled peacefully by joint
efforts.

Fven more than for others, for

a movemenl working as is  the
movement of non-alignment, for
democratic relations  worldwide,

respect is indicated for democratic
rules of conduct in relition with-
in itself, we must be conscious
of the danger of imposing narrow
self-interests, which is conducive
to undermining the solidarity and
force of our movemant.

(Texr of speech to the Foreign Minisrers
af the Nom - alfgned Conference — Belgrade)



‘Neutrality is impossible...’

Y

ven though we don’t like to be
E1h= ones to speak of the irrep-
roschable way io which the Cuban
Revolution has fuifilled its interna-
tional duty, it should be recalled
that our military cooperation with
Angola and Ethiopia was not
something pew, Cuban soldiers
went to the sister republic of
Algerin in 1963 to  support it
against foreign aggression when,
in the months following the
victory of its heroic struggle for
independence, attempts were made
to grab a part of its territory.
Cuban soldiers went to Syria in
1973 when that country requested
our help right after the last war
waged against the Zionist aggres-
sors. Cuban flighters fought and
died to.help free Guinea - Bissau
and Angola from Portuguese
colonialism. It is no secret that
worthy comrades from our guerrilla
stroggle in the Sierra Maestra died
with Che in Bolivia.

The Yankee imperialists practice
solidarity wilh the reaction, the
bourgeoisie and fascism. Hundreds
of thousands of US soldiers and
military specialists are in Western
Europe, Turkey, Saudi Arabia,
Itan, South Korea, Japan, the
Federal Republic of Germany and
scores of other countries. Why
is it that imperialists are allowed
to cooperate among themselves
but revolutionaries aren’t?

Our military specializis in Africa
and other parts of the world have
been  requested by sovereign
governments., The United States,
however, has tens of thousands
of soldiers in Panama aguinst the
will of that people, The United
States has thousands of sailors
stationed in a part of Cuba's
naiional territory against the will

of our homeland. What right
does the United States have to
demand the withdrawal of our

military personnel from Africa,
when they are there at the express
wish of completely independent

— Castro
progressive  and  revolutionary
govarnments?

Sooner or later, the hard-

working, militant, self-sacrificing,
beroic and revelutionary Chincse
people will scitle accounts with
the traitors who havedropped their
beautiful internaticnalist  banners
at the feet of imperialism.

There are two paths in the world:
that of reaction and that of
progress. A choice must be made;
neutrality is impossible.

It is impossible to be neutral
concerning the Arab peoples’
strugele to recover their occupied
territory and to have the rights
of the Palestinian people recog-
nized; it is impossible to be neutral
in the struggles between the peoples
of Africa and their neocolonizers,
betwezn Angola and its invaders,
betweean ithe Saharan people in
defense of their rights and the
occupiers  of  their territory,
between the Ethiopian revelution
and the Somalian appressors,
batween the Yemeni revolution
and the Arab  reaction, between
the progressive Arab countries and
the reactionary Arab  countries,
between Yictnam and those who
threaten and harass it, between the
South  African racists  and the
African people of South Africa,
between the Patriotic Front of
Zimbabwe and Ian Smith, between
Mozambique and the Rhodesian
and South African fascists, between
Mamibia and its colonizers, betw-
een the people of Cyprus and the
foreign occupiers, between  the
progressive forces and the rightist
forces of Lebanon and between
Allende and Pinochet; it is impos-
sible to  be nsutral on  such
gqusastions as Panama's sovereignily
aver the Canal, the right of the
pzoples of Belize and Puerto Rico
to independence and the blockade
of Cuba and the Yankee mnaval

base al Guantanamo; it is impossi-
ble to be mneutral concerning
imperialism, colonializm, neocolo-
nialism, racism, fascism and any
ol the situations that come up in
the political, economic and social
struggle  bhetween the reactionary
forces and the progressive forces of
the world,

According to news reports
coming from the United States,
the povernment of that country
has approached 15 nonaligned
countries, asking them to contest
Cuba’s role in that Movement.
However, the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries is not the QAS,
the Ministry of Colonies in which
imperialism, as the ruler of this
hemisphere, makes all the decisi-
ens. It would bs good to know
which 15 foreign ministries the
United States contacted and what
their replies have been.

Since when does the United
States have the right to advize
and orient the non-aligned ?
Which are the shameless govern-
ments that lend themselves to
this?
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We have always thought that the
Mon- Aligned Movement— which
Cuba, along with Nasser, Mehro,
Miruman and other leaders, many
of whom are, unfortunately, dead,
helped - to  found— should be
characterized by quality rather
than quantity. We have ajways
opposed and will continue to
oppose having  countries  that
belong to military pacts participate
in this Movement. We have also
opposed and will continue to
oppose having fascist, reactionary
governments, pawns of imperia-
lism, introduced ns Trojan horses
in the heart of that force. We
have always thought and will
continue to ihink that the Non-
Aligned Movement should notbe
an amorphous,  opportunistic,
weak-kneed current but should be
an anti-imperialist, anticoloaialist
and progressive force that ecan
influence world policy. It was
created with  this spirit, and it
cannot be conceived of in any
other way.

Cuba i3 a non - aligned country
because it does not belong to any
military pact, but it is decidedly
against the reaction, imperizlism,
colonialism, neocolonialism, fasc-
ism, racism, Zionism, unequal
trade relations and the exploit-
ation of the underdeveloped
couniries. Cuba resolutely supports
the liberation movements, the just
causes and the progredsive lorees
of the whole world, essential
objectives for which the WNon-
Aligned Movement was created.

Why is the United States 2o
interested now in the 6th Summit,
to be held in Havana? Why isit
trying to sabotage it? Whe is
going along with this manoceuvre?
What objeclives do they seek in
our Movement? It is clear that
the United States, the traitors,
the opportunists, the neocoloniz-
ers, the fence - sitters and those
whose principles are negotiable
are worried by the militant, firm,
staunch and  honest role of
Cuba.

There are povernments that scll
out, but the Goverdment of Cuba
can never be bribed, The United
States knows this.
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We will malke no concessions;
we will not betray our inler-
nationalist principles; we  will

never bend to the exigencics and
blackmail of imperialism. We do
not pursue chauvinistic interests.
We do not negotiate our inlerna-
tional policy. We are ready to
resist the imperialist  blockade
selfiessly and with dignity for as
many years as it may be necessary.
Others may give way, accept bribes
and engage in betrayal, but Cuba
will continue to set an example as
a revolution that dees net surren-
der, does not seli out and does
not go on its Knces.

In the epoch in which we live,
mankind asa whole has no middle
way between war and peace;
peace and  civilized, peaccful
coexistence between  different
social regimes are the wisest and
only real way out. Meanwhile,
every people must delermine its
pconomic and social destiny for
itself, without any interference,
and Lhis must oecessarily be that
of progress, that ofa just world
of solidarity — as Marx and Engels
said — rather than a dog-cat dog
society.

The forces of socialism and of
peace are sirong enough now to
keep imperialism from impesing
its policy of hegemony, war and
regression in the world. These
forces, including our beloved
sister, the glorious home land of
Lenin, constilute a very strong,
invincible curb to the appetites,
adventurcs  and excesses of the

reaction in the present siage.
Thase forces keep Asia, Afriea
and Latin America and their

pnatural resources from being once
more carved up and colonized by
the imperialists.

Mankind will not go back fo
the past: peace will be preserved;
the peoples will advance along the
paths of progress, and nothing

and nobody can prevent this.

The Moncada is an example, and
the Cuban Revolution, stimulating
proof of this truth.

Pairia o Muerte !
Veneceremos !

{(Speech delivered at the =6h anniversary
of Moncada)
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[_H(jurrent topic

FTZ: Get&ﬁ?bﬁ' the ground

Ithough free ports have been

in existence for a long time,
the free trads zome is a new
concept, the first such zone being
set up in Shannon, Ireland, in
1958. The first Asian F1Z was
the Kaohsiung Zone in Teiwen,
begun in 1965, Since then zones
have begun in South Korea, the
Philippines, Malaysia and Indone-
sid.

Asian countries have set up FTZs
in order to acquire foreigh ex-
change ihrough exports, create
new jobs and obtain technology.
Developing countries like Sri Lanka
set up industries in the early
sixties to promote import sub-
stituiion. But  internal poverty
restricted the market that such
industrialization needed. Further,
dependence on imported machinery
and materials created new balanca
of payment problems, and revea-
led that import-substitution did
not automatieally result in an indi-
pendent development of national
industry.

In the early seventies countries
like Sri Lanka shifted fo export-
oricited industrialisation in order
te contain these problems. Lapk-
ing capital, technolopy and access
to markets the tendency was to
look for foreign investment. The
White Paper of 1972 and the
Foreiza Invesiment Guarantee Law
of 1975 have now culminated in
the Greater Colombo Economic
Commission set up earliar this
Year. Within the GCEC we have
the first twe Export processing
zones at Katunayake and at Biya-
gama.

The Katunayake Zone is under
development. Around twenty pro-
jects have been approved by the
Government, half a dozen of which
have been signed up. The Katu-
nayake Zone covering 600 acres
is larpe—so0 large that the security
problem is obvious. Products from
within the Zone could be smug-
gled into the rest of the couniry.

A curious feature of our Zone
is that the GCEC plans to allow
manufacturers upte 50 percent
exports inio the national market,
This would be a severe blow to
the avowed objective of earning
of foreign exchange from the
Zone.  Such exports are not encou-
raged in other Zones,

There has been an obvious
‘over sell” of the ‘Zope' idea.
The FTZ has been held up as the
panscea for all our ills.  Parti-
cularly towards solving the employ-
ment problem.  Yet the most
successful Asian zone, the Kache
siung Export Processing Zone in
Taiwan provides only 42,000 jobs
—and this after ten vyears, In
a0 effort to make thelr projects
attractive, forcign investors coming
befere the GCEC are inflating the
employment potential of  their
plants.

The investors for their part are
expressing anxiety about the sugges-
tion that they reeruit from the
job-banks. 1t also mppears that
the GCEC i3 short of funds to
clear the land in the EPZ and

sel up the infrastructure.  Upto
now the most exciting thing
happening in the EPZ is the

manual felling of coconut trees.

There has been a lot of faot-
dragging in the launching of the
EFZ Infrastructurs] EqUipment,
like communication cquipment, is
only now being ordersd. This
brings uws to the question of
planaing and operating the zone.

Sri Lanka’s EPZ is headed by
businessmen, doctors and lawyers.
The wisdam of giving business—
men key posts in the GCEC is
questioned by those who see
possibilitics of conflicts in interests.
And there are several business-
men at the helm. Further, the
cfficacy of having noo-paymanent
administrators is doubtful.

Even Dr. Viswalingan, who has
been brought in to co-ordinate

the infrastructure, is only a con-
sulrant. An  enpineer draws
around Rs. 150 per hour. Dr. See-
vali Ratwatle is a permanent
ofTicial.

Given the poor organisation,
the Zone Administration is failing
to aitract people of high calibre,
One Central Bank expert revertad
back to his old post after one
frustrating month at the GCEC.
The bulk of the work has there-
fore fallen on young, inexperienced
officers.

As a result, no proper project
evaluation iz being dope. No
preference is being given to indus-
tries that use local raw materials.
Qur industries at the present only
absorb 7000 tons of rubber —
200,000 tons being exported, Yet
no effort is being made to set
up rubber based industries.

What is forgotten is that unlike
Singapore or Hong Kong, which
can only be pure service facilities,
Sri Lanka is rich in natural
resources.  Little attempt is being
made to harness these resources,

Projects that are up for consi-
deration concentrate an recouping
their investment in two or three
vears. Further invesiment would
be dependent on the suitability
of the facilities provided, If Sri
Lanka does not provide efficient
and adequate infrastructure services,

investors will pull out &t the
carliest date, thus leaving em-
ployees and related industries in
the lurch.

The London Financial Times has
already voiced its reservations
about the way the GCEC is geltting
about the setting up of zones,
There is much that nesds redress,
if one accepts the premise that.
the pattern of growth generated
by an EPZ is the kind of
development that Sri Laoka needs.

e )i B
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| Food production

Roadblocks to

by Ranjit Mulleriyawa

ln-::reasing domestic food produ-
ciion and achieving selfsufficie-
ncy in food have been the avowed

objectives of every government
formed in Sri Lanka during the
past thirty years. MNevertheless,

despite considerable effort and
enormous sums of money ploughed

into various ‘grow more food’
campaigns, very little progress
appears to have heen made in
this  nation's effort to feed

itself. Not even the technologeal
innovations spawnced by the *green
revolution” of the mid — 1960 s
geem to have made any significant
impact on our search for self
sufficiency in food. This is clearly
borme out by the fact that despite
an  ‘exceptionally good® rice
harvest during ‘maha’ 1977-78,
Sri Lanka’s average rice yield
continued to bea meagre 53 bushels
per aecre.

In an effort to collect authentic
information of factors limiting
food production in this +country,
the writer and his wife spent ten
years living and working among
the peasant farmers of our dry
zone colonization schemes. In a
further bid to experience reality,
they decided to become farmers
themselves cultivating a five acre
plot of land with a variety of
crops— rice, corn, sorghum, soya-
bean, chilli, onion, cowpea, green
gram and black gram. This article
attempts to  spotlight some of
the major consiraints to increasing
domestic food production as seen
from a grass roots level,

Inconsistent policies: Inconsistent
agricultural policy has been a
major factor stifling food produc-
tion in our country. A case in
point is the present government's

decision to lift the ban on the
importation of subsidiary food
crops. In an effort to stimulate

local production of chillies, onions
and pulses, the previous govern-
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Soyabeans grown suceessfully i a paddy field In the Anuradhapura district.
Marketing iz the problem.

ment imposed a ban on importing
these products. Encouraged by
attractive prices, local production
of subsidiary food crops registered
a sipnificant increase. Subsequent
political changes resulted in an
ghout turn in agricultural policy
with a resultant serious set back to
the cultivation of these crops.

Another good example of uns-
ound agricultural policy is the
previous government's decision to
flood the market with imported
(PL 480) wheat flour just when
local farmers who had responded
to the povernment’s call to grow
manioc and batala as substitutes
for riee and flour were about to
reap their harvests and profit by
aticactive  market prices. The
manioc and batala market erashed
almost overnight leaving  many

local farmers  distraught  and
penniless. Today hardly anyone
grows manioc and batala on a

commercial scalg!

Unreslistic planning: One of the
greatest tragedies of this country
is the tendency on the part of
many of it's agricultural planners
and policy makers to be completely
alienated from the mainstream of
life in the country— the vural
masses who constitute our farming

population. As such, many of
the high powered plans and
programs  for rural upliftment

drawn up in the air conditioned
offices of Colombo have very
little relevance to the solution of
real problems at grass root level.

Real understanding of rural
problems can only be accomplished



by living among the rural masses
and carefully observing their trials
tribulations throughout at
least one cropping season.

and

Farmer training: Inadequate
farmer training is 2 major obsta-
cle to agricultural progress Since
this nation's effort to
food production hasz been traditi-
onally relegated to the relatively

illiterate

increase

vigarous
farmer education program is an
urgent necessily,

peasanlry, a

A significant breakthrough in
our agricultural production ean
anly be accomplished by diligent
application of the principles of
scientific agriculture, The highest
priority must therefore 1:1_= Biven
to expanding the present agricul-
tural extension service as well as
improving the gquality and out logk
of some of our extension workers.

Inputs: Non  availability of
essential inputs (seed, ferlilizer,
agro-chemicals ete.) in sufficient
guantity when required often act
as a4 major constraint in the
battle to increase food production.
This is also frequently the major
factor limiting effective utilization
of agricultural credit. Every effort
must be made to provide farmers
with the entire package of essen-
tial imputs when they are given

their cultivation loans. Printed
instructions  detailing suitable
cultural practices and proper use
of agro-chemicals may also be

included in this package of inputs.

Marketing: Poor facilities for
the marketing of farm produce
are the bane of the Sri Lankan

farmer. Paddy is the only agricul-
tural commodity which can be
sold fairly easily at a realistic
price. The farmer is mercilessly
exploited by the trader in the
marketing of all other agricultu-
ral produce, (Io mid July this year
the Rajarata farmers were paid
only four rupees for a pound of
dried chilliand Rs. 1.50 per pound
of cowpea while the trader sold
the same produce to the consumer
at twice the purchase pricel)

Government institutions entrus-
ted with the task of purchasing
commodities other than paddy
function in an ad hoc manner. A
case in point is the Paddy Marke-
ting Board’s decision to suddenly
stop  purchasing sovabeans and
black gram in mid June this year.
No one seemed to consider it nece-
ssary to make alternate arrangems-
nts for marketing these legumes!
Meither did the P. M. B. extend
the elementary courtesy of infor-
ming the public about when they
expected to resume purchasing
these commodities,

Mechanization: The only aspect
of farm mechanization that has
received any attention
years has been

in recent
the provision of
tractors, Tt is very essential that
adequate attention be alse given
to other aspects of mechanization
such as the provision of grain
processing machinery and seeding
equipment,

farmers
it extremely difficult
sufficient labour—
particularly during the
Mechanization scems to be

All over the dry zone
are finding
to  obtain
harvest.
the

only way out for most of these
farmers.

The Mahaveli Development
Board in particular would do well
to give the highest priority to
mechanizing the paddy harvest.
Failure to pive adequate attention
to this facet of agricultural produ-
ction would scon result in
being faced with
dilemma of having 8 maturing
crop in the field and still be
unable to process it due to insuffi-
cient labour.

rice

farmers the

Due to the antiquated methods
of grain processing still in vogue
in our country, many farmers loose
10-15 per cent of their rice harvest.
{Shattering and threshing floor
losses) When rains occur during
harvest, grain loss¢es may been be
as high as 30-50 cent! Small
machines such as paddy reapers,
threshers, and grain driers would
go a long way in reducing this
unnecessary waste besides helping
to provide a cleaner and superior
grade of rice to the consumer.
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| The arts

Pathiraja, politics and cinema

by Reggie Sirlwardena

t is just over four years since

Dharmasena Pathirzja made his
first impact on the Sinhala cincma
with Ahas Gawwa. Since that time
ha has completed four other films,
the newest to reach the screen
being Bambary Avtth, now running
in the cincmas. [n Adhar Gawwa
Pathiraja showed himself to be a
film-maker of strikingly fresh and
original talent, with a genuine
feeling for the medium that was
not obscured by the inevitable
technical roughnesses of a first
film. DBut what most atiracted the
attention of younger filmzozrs and
critics to the film was that it
brought into th: Sinhala cinema a
them: and an exgperience that had
hitherto not bzen touched in it.

Ahas Gawwa explored the lives
of lower middle-class urban youth;
unemployed, alienated from their
family life and secking a direction
and purpose. It was right to
recognis2 in the [ilm's experience
the voice of 2 new paneration.
But in critical interpratation the
ending perhaps got more emphasis
than it should have.  Pathiraja
left his ezntral character marching
and cheering in a May Day proces-
sion. The way in which he came
to be there did not sugagest that
the director was offesing this asa
deeply considered political commil-
m=nt. Bul critics who had been
talking of the need for ‘committted
cinema' were all too ready to fit
Pathiraja to this image, and per-
haps some. of his own slatements
at that time may have lent them-
kelver to it.

The films themselves do not in
fact bear out this view. What
they do show, with ons exception,
is his concern to explore and
illuminate contemporary  social
relationships. The excepetion was
Evaden Loku Lamayek, which seema
to me a4 conscious compromise
wilh the box-office—when one has
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praised Malini Fonseka's perfor-

manece in it, one has virtually
exhausted its wvirtues. But the
Tamil language film, Ponmani

though not, T think, cinematically
realised (except in a fews triking
scenes) was, in coneeption, a bold
and searching examination of dowry
and marriage in Jaffna  society.
Para Digey (which audiences won’t
see for quite some time) is about a
young man trving to raise the
money for hiz girl-feiend to have
an abortion. Only in Bambary Avith
is thzre an explicit reference to
political ideas, but neitherin this
film nor elsewhere in his work is
Pathiraja a film-maker concerned to
offer political solutions to social
prohblems.

In a radio interview last month,
Pathiraja answered a question |
asked him on this point by saying
that it was not the task of the
film-maker to offer solutions but
to awaken the audience to an
awarcness of social realitics they
had ignored. When the avdience
has made this discovery, he sugges-
led, they will dezide for them-
selves how they should rct. Pathi-
raja’s explanation of his purpose
ag an artist {which one could have
inferred from the films themselves)
reminded m= of the statement of
a I9.h-century writer who said,
in connection with the novel, that
‘the more the opinions of the
author remain hidden, the better
for the work of art,” and that
‘the author is not obliged to serve
the reader on a platter the future
historical resolution of the social
conflicts which he describes.* The
writer was Friedrich Engels, whom
no one will suppose to have been
indifferent to the social funclions of
art. This view is in marked contrast
with that of some ‘Marxist' critics
who value literature or tha cinema
only so far as it is a vehicle for
an overt political message.

Bambaru Avith, which was diree-
ted by Pathiraja from his own
story and script, is set in a fishing
village, and was shot on location
in Kalpitiya. The wasps who have
come —in the words of the title —
are & young man, Victor, and his
friends from the city, who arrive
in a jeep to muscle in on the
fishing trade in the village. Althou-
gh Victor has been brought up in
the city, he is actually the son
of a mudalali who dominated the
village fishing business, until he
grew old and ill and had to
retire. In his absence a new bass
has grown up— Anthony — who
has risen from the ranks of the
fisherman to become a mudalali,
With Victor's arrival, there deve-
lops a conflict between him and
Anthony — a conflict which represe-
nts a clash between an old-style
patriarchal exploiter who is  part
of the village and the new, more
impersonal money-power that Vig-
tor embodies. Into this conflict,
which is both personal end social,
the whole village is drawn until
there is a violent dencuement,

In Bambaru Avith Pathiraja shows
a maturity as film-maker and a
control over his medium beyond
anything in his previous [ilms.
Bambaru Avith has a tense power,
enhanced by its vigorous and sally
diglogue, the strength of the
playing (especially Joe Abeywick-
rema’s dominating performance as
Anthony). Premasiri Khemadasa's
very imaginative score {the three
background lyrics are a new de-
parture in Sinhala film-music), and
the briiliance with which Donald



Karunaratne's camsra has captured
the sun-baked landscapes and faces
in the film. But it is the social
content of the film that has provo-
ked most discussion and argu-
ment since last month’s preview, and
it is likely to trigger open critical
controversy by the time this article
appears in print.

There are two questions that I
have heard raised in private dis-
cussion about the film over the
last few weeks. One: Does Pathiraja
reject the ideas of socialism in
the person of the character played
by Wimal Kumar de Cosia, the
young pseudo-intellectual who talks
left-wing phrases? Two: Is the
ending without hope?

The first observation 1 want to
make about these questions is that
one doesn't really need Costa's
speech in the market-place to
realise the fact of exploitation in
the village, either before or aftler
Victor's arrival, The words only
give imperfect theoretical expression
to the living reality that one sees
brought out in the actual social
human relationships in the film.
The spesch throws more light on
Costa himself than ofh the social
realities of the village,

In Cos'a’s rale Pathiraja suggests
both a contradiction between be-
licfs and living, as well as a
failure to reich the people he
wanis to communicate with. That
failure s the result both of the
contradiction in his own person-
ality and of the abstractness of
his theorising. Hence his total
isolation by the end of the [ilm.

As for the view that the ending
is defeatist, [ think one is back
here to the question whether art
should portray reality as it is or
as one would wish it to be. The
gulf in communication between the
alienated left-wing intellectual and
the village fisherman is part of
the reality that the film-maker
sees.  Within that situation and
within the community that the

film portrays, it would be unreal
to smuggle in a hopeful resolotion.
Mo more than the nowvelist is the
film-maker “obliged to serve on a
platter the future historical resolut-
ion of the social conflicts which
he describes’.

While [ don’t mistake or fault
Pathiraja’s intentions here, I think
both he and the actor have been
led into error in guying Cosla's
role over-much, and this part of
the problem of the ending inits
impact on the audience. There is,

it seems to me, a certain shift in
Costa’s attiludes at this point:
his anger over the death of Francis,
Victor's servant, is real, and he
stands apart from his friends at
the end. This makes him a more
sympathelic and somewhat more
seripus figure (there is both dig-
nity and pathos in his lonely de-
parture), but if the audicnce has
by then been induced to treat him
as a ‘funny man’, they may find
it difficult to sec him in any other
light.

Figld Enprrgrism

*Mr. Nixons book is at the other end of the store”
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What ails Sinhala film ?_

by H. A. Seneviratne

he Sinhala film is faced with

a crisis. It is a crisis of quality
and content that has not grown
very much with the maturity of
the film-goer. The local film-goer
has by and large matured not so
much by seeing great  Sinhala
films but by getting bored with
the ruzh of low guality ones with
hacked themes and distorted views
of life. He has also matured due
to secondary and higher education
coupled with the day to day
experiences of distress and suffering,
botheconomicand secial Maturally,
the money bags in the film ind-
ustry are woefully lacking in in-
tellectual acumen to grasp this
phenomenon. What is more import-
ant 13 that we still lack outstanding
film directors who understand life
both in genernl and in a particular
social matrix.

The result iz most pathetic,
Wa are presented with two types
of films in general.  The usual
type is the one with a superficial
touch of modernity but essentially
retainipng the ingredients of the
age old easy and cheap formula
of love, fights, songs, dances,
hero, girl, villain ete. The other
is the one which purports to give
us a “slice of life* as i, were,
but in fact giving nothing more
than a half-baked slice which
sometimes leads to varjous internal
irritations: This  half-baked slice
is of course nicely wrapped to
please the eye. In short this
second type of film which is of-
ten highly commended by half-baked
critics, contain jamp-cuts, flash-
backs, cross-cuts zooms, close-ops
fad:«ins. fadesonts and p multitude
of other technicalties of form but
are barren in contenl.

This is broadly the position of
the Sinhala cinema today as the
State Film Corporation is planning
apparently to increase charges from
film-zoers, according to astatement
made by the Chairman of the
Corporation (now resigned JUpasena
Marasinghe. {see *Desatiya’, pub-
lished by the Ministty of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, 30-3-78 —
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This article is an =sttempt to
discuss the main legal and institut-
ional barriers that prevent even
the present handful of film dir-
ectors and script writers in par-
ticular, from reaching maturity.
A Sinhala film mwaker has summ-
atised the legal obstacle personified
in the Censor Board, in the
following terms;

*(ur greatest obatacle is the Censor
Beard . The Censor Boord has taken
pur intelligence and thoughts  into
costody. We like to create  some-
thing new and different. We remain
silent since we suspect that the Censor
Board will either ‘ban’ or ‘censpr’
it. (Translated from *Desativa® of
30-5-T8.)

The gravity of this indictment
can be ascertained by a cursory
alance at the Public Performances
Ordinance which provides for the
setting up of “*Certifying authori-
ties'’, commonly referred to as
censor boards.  Section 6 of the
PublicPerformances Ordinance gives
the “certifying authority®  the
discretion to grant or refuse &
certificate without which a film,
or for that matter any public
performance, cannot be *‘exhibited
or presented.. to the public in any
premises, whether public or private™.
In the case of any refusal ta grant
a certificate the only redress the
aggrieved party has is o appeal
to the Miuster, whose decision"
shall be final and conclusive.”
Apart from the lack of any legal
remedy in this case, the Public
Performances (Amendment) Aet
No. 11 of 1969 has made it an
offence liable to *a fine not
exceeding one thousand rupees or
to imprisonment of either des-
cription for any period not excred-
ing six months”, if any person
publishes in any way any reference
to an erder ol thecertifying authori-
t¥! This completely shuts out proper
discussion or the formation of
proper  public opinien through
publication ol criticism of adecision
of a censor board.  This is a drastic
curlailment of the democraie right
to critise, inthiscase —theactivities
of the Censor Board, The film-

maker is rendersd helpless against
this formidable obstacle. The seript
writer's freedom of thought is
thwarted even before he takes up
his pen to write.

This brings us to the question
of script writing which is the
foundation for the creation of any
good film.

The ex-Chairman of the State
Film Corporation stating the policy
of the Corporation had this to
say on this matter;

“It is our objective (o assist, through
the film medium, the march towards
the *free and righteous socicty” that
the President has promised. ‘We will
not allow the production of films
that are contrary fo this aim. We
especially act very stroogly against
films that depict sex and  wviolence.
We have appeinted a special board
for the purpose of approvioe fim
scripts™.  *Desativa® 30-5-78)

COne can just imagine what type
of film scripts will come up under
these arbitrary ‘‘guide lines'' set
out by the State Film Corporat-
jon, which has full contral over all
aspects ef the film industry in
this country. There is hardly any
option for any ordinary script
writer but to fall in line with the
“guide lines’’ of the political party
in power. The resuli of this can
be disastrous for the Sinhala
film indastry itself in that precent-
age of Sinhala film-goers may not

be so luceative in the foture if
these *guide lines™” are to be
followed.

The State Film Corporation also
has a separate institution called
the *Film Script Bank™, some-
times literally bank seripts in cold
storage I can speak with personal
knowledge about a script (written
by me) duly presenied six months
ago but still remaining to be
decided upon by the so-called spec-
ial board for the purposs of
approving bilm scripts.  We even



do not know who these gentle-
ment called upon lo preside over
the Nuure of works of art in the
film medium are.

The Corporation wanis 1o assist
in the march tnwards a free and
righteous society! It looks as if
it wanis to do it — of course under
the directions of the government—
by methods which are the wvery
opposite of freedom and righteous-
ness.  The Public Performances
Ordinance which remains unaltered
and the State Film Corporation
which remains apparenily undaun-
ted belrays signs of fear of other
people’s freedom and righteousness,

The impossibility for seripts of
a high aesthetic value to emerge
if script writers slick to the narrow
thinking ol the State Film Cor-
poration is quite obvious. A script
of high aessthetic value will definite-
Iy have to go beyond and even be
critical cf the government’s concept
of freedom and righteousness sipee
a real work of art will have 1o
derive its raw material and ins-
piration from the existing social
reality. After all, if the govern-
ment is sure of its righteousness,
why should it be afraid of the artis-
tic truth? But under the present set
up such a film script can be
just rejeeted by the flim seript
board, and that’t the end of it.
Even if such a film script gets
the approval of the film script
board by sheer dint of artistic
merit, there is the Censor Board
at the other end to do the needful.
And the Jaw assures that there is
no public campaign apainst the
decision of the Censor Board. So
the people have been shut out from
being the final judge.

It is time For intelligent and
right thinking people interested in
the film art and industry to
seriously consider whether or not
the censor board and the State
Film Corporation have become
obstacles to the development of a
genuine cinema, Tt is high time
to start a  serious discussion on
this matter as a first step towards
taking positive steps to assist in the
development of such a cinema.

Press opinion

A question about
the Flour Mill

everal responsible  Ministers

have said at different times
that the price of flour was raised
to discourage the consumption of
wheat flour and encourage the
eating of rice flour foods. If this
was the policy ofthe government
what we wish to koow is how
the government came to sign an
agreement to set up a flour mill.
Did it forget this Tact when it
sipned the agreement or did it
adopt the policy only aller the
mill was set up? By next year
the country will be self-sufficient
in rice, say some of the govern-
ment supporters delinitely so,
thinks the government, by the end
of its term. In that case why
did the povernment enter into a
twenty year agreemenl to set up
the flour mill? And why did it
ignore the criticisms levelled apainst
this deal and rush to sign the
apreement even after the defects

in this proposal were poin-
ted out before the agreement
was signed? Was It because

somebody was in a hurry te pocket
the commission? Whatever the
reason, hasn’t the whole country
now to suffer this loss?

<)

onditions have been created
for law abiding citizens to
live without fear, says the Presi-
dent and requests the public to
let either the MP of the area or

Why not control
the police?

the President himscll know il the
police harass any member of the
public. When the President made
this announcement two  men
taken into police custody had died.
After the last July election the
situation that prevailed in the
country was so dreadful that pzople
were wondering  whether it was
the police, hand in hand with
same lawless group, that had come
to power. Although the President
wants the public to let him know
of police harassments, the ques-
tion has to be asked what he
was doing when the Leader of
the Opposition was being harassed
by the police. In these circums-
tances to say that conditions
have been ecreated for law abiding
citizens to live without fear iz a
joke.

No reply, only a wail

he President has not succeeded

in replying te any of the
significant points raised by Mrs,
Bandaranaike in her speech made
in the Mational Assembly. In our
opinion there were two obligations
he should have fulfilled when he
addressed the UNP's  Executive
Council. One iz that he should
have attempted to meet the objec-
tions raised apgainst those clauses
in the Constitutional Bill that have
incurred the displeasure and criti-
cism of the public. The second
15 that he should have replied to
the points made in parliament by
Mrs. Bandaranaike. Instead of
these he has merely raised a wail
— the UMNP’s panacea from the
day it came to power — against
Mrs. Bandaranaike’s rule. The
government parly MPs, loo, instead
of replying to Mrs. Bandaranaike
have repeated the same old wail.

19



Interview

The Asian

Mr. Amunugama: Reading Mar- |
tin  Wickremasinghe, you find a
sort of central theme in the resevoir
or the water tank and the “dagoba’’ |
—ihe religious edifice. In some of |
his books [like
and *'Kalu Nikaseveema™ he descri-
bes this point of view.

Do you like fo comunent on
Your reading of Martin Wickrema-
singhe's phifosophy?

Dr, Needham: Well, I am ina
difficulty there because unfortu-
nately I don't read Sanskrit or
Pali or Sinhalese., So 1 have been
only able to read what was publi-
shed of him in English and I
certainly do hope that for example
his novelsy his trilogy will be
translated into English in the near
future so that it can be available
as World Literature to readers all
over the world. As long as it
stays in Sinhala, then it is obviou-
sty restricted in its readership. So
I am in a difficult position about
him and my relation with him s
better described in terms of perso-
nal friendship and personal discus-
sion because I found when 1 got
to know him, and was honoured
by his friendship, that he was
really a kindred spirit. He was
interested in comparative religion,
comparative theology and phile-
sophy, the history of science and
technology and the history of
literature because he had  this
remarkable faculty of interpreting
the great Russians like Dosteovsky
Tolstoy, Turgenev, Gogol and
sc on in terms of ideas originating
in Asia.

In a way it is a great pity
that there hasn’t been more stu-
dies of Western writers from the
Asian point of view. [ can think
of only a small number bezsides
Martin - Wickremasinghe., There
was also Jasin Tan who still holds
a lecturership in Cambridge, He
made a remarkable study from
the Chinese angle of Edmund
Spenser’s “‘Fairy Queen’ in which
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he discussed all sorts of important
concepts like puilt and sin and
such ideas from a Chinese angle.
And recently I read another inte-
resting book by a Chinese Jesuit
in which he thoroughly disscets
the ideas or John Henry Newman,
again from the Chiness angle, be-

cause he is extremely Chinesc
although he is a priest. So it
would be interesting if Martin
Wickremasinghe's writings  could
all be published in an interna-
tional language so that  they

would be available to people all
over the world, I wish very much
il more Asian scholars  would
approach Woestern wrilings in the
way thay ought to be approached,
namely as one possible way of
understanding the Universe or one
possible contribution of a culture
among other culiures instead of
with all those pretensions towards
universality and unigue validity and
s0 on which have spoilt Europzan
culture so much.

Mr. Amouugama: fr S Lanka
Chinese philosophy fhas been more
or less identified with Confucious’
thoughts and during the last few years
we've had news that this has been
subfected to severe criticism.  Later
on we had news that perfaps the
criticism was not 5o severe.

Wauld you like to describe the
role of Confucius it the Chinese
intellecrual tradition and the present
vicissitudes of Confucius’ thoughts
in China?

Dr. Meedham: Why, T can 5ay
something about that, of course.
Confucius must always be taken
as a historical figure in the setting
of time in which he lived which,
after all was round about 500

B. C. MNevertheless, it is the case
I would certainly say thut some-
body else’s thoughts are a great
deal more important for China of
the present day than Confucius’
and 1 am sure everybody knows
whom I am referring to,  Well,
in recent years especially when
Mao Tse-tung was getling very
old there wercinfluences at wark
in China which were very unfortu-
nate—l would also say dangerous
particularly the so-called Gang of
Four which T will refer to as the
G4, because in the first place I
don’t like Communist jargon and
in the second place vou need an
abbreviation. So during the domi-
nance of the G4 there was very
serious interference with histories)
research, with science and conse-
quently with all technology and
everything had to do with produc-
tion and the technological aspects
of production. In fact peaple in
China recently, because I Fave
been there during the past four
and a half weeks, don™t hesitate
to say that if the actions of the
G4 had not been curtailed, it
would have brought the country
to the verge of econamic collapse.
Now what could this possibly
mean? 1 would say that their ideo-
logy, was a kind of heresy of
Mao's ideclogy.

I talk like this bacavse [ am a
Western Christiam and I knew
something about the history of the
Christian Chureh and while in
Buddhism the concept of heresy
really has never played any great
part, it has played a big part in
the history of the Church in the
West and there were many occa-
sions when it was very dangerous
and one that comes to my mind
is the Cultus Ignoranti—the Cult



of Ignorance which you get in
St. Bernard d’ Clare Verveand other
important Christian thinkers throu-
ghout the Ages. Now this Cult
of Ignorance is a wvery dangerous
thing because it amounts to suy-
ing that aslong as your opinions
are right about the exact relation
of the Three Persons of the Holy
Trinity or =omething, so it doesn’t
malter what else you do, in a
sense that you don't need to leain
anything or study anylhing or be
expert in anything—all that doesn't
matter at all, it’s better not to
know too much about pature, or
make experiments or anything
like that, all this is a waste of
time,

Believe it or not this  attitude
was precisely that of the G4 and
they mounted an attack really on
all intellectuals and scientists and
technologists in  particular. Tt
wasn’t, of course, the Three Per-
sons in the Holy Trinity that they
were interested in being orthodox
On the contrary it was the class
struggle, but if you take the line
that an orthodox atiitude to the
class struggle itz the only thing
that matters and that you don’t
need scienlists and technologists
and scholars, and if you take
the line that it is necessary only
to be red and not red and expert,
then you are heading straight for
disaster—catastrophe. And this is
what they just averted. MNow at
the present time thers is a very
optimistic atmosphere in  China,

People talk freely about a spring-
time of Science; they even 1alk
about a new long march. Science
has been liberated az we see in
the Science Policy Conference
which took place last April when
they were given guidelines for an
enormous development of Science
and Technology in Chinese cul-
ture. I think it is rather impor-
tant to get this straight because
unless one has a background of
the G4 properly one ean't under-
stand the Science Policy Confe-
rence. Mevertheless it has given
the keynotes for the future and I
have no doubt that there will be
enormous advances. After all when
you come to think of it you've
got 800 million people with an
amazing reserve of talent. It is a
question of getting it out, getting

it taught, putting ideas in its head
and that talent will certainly come
out, whether it is in space physics
or in computing mathematics, or
whatever you like to say. The
Chinese people have an enormous
reserve. 5o that I think it is very
fortunate for the future as a whole
that this heresy has been dealt
with as far gs it has hbeen in
recent times.

Of course, that was not the
main thing we stodied in China
when we were there—we were
interested In all kinds of archae-
logical things and in modern things
too like for instance, factories
making traditional Chinese drugs
on the one hand or on the other
hand the latest results of the bio-
chemists and physiclogists  in
Shanghai. And linking up with
what Sarath Amunugama was say-
ing a few minutes apo, we had
a wonderful visit to the Lin Chi—
translated it means the “magic
canal®. It was the first contour
canal in any civilization. It was
built by an engincer called Shu Lo
in 213 B. C. and what he did
was to unité the waters of a
northward flowing river by a canal
about 25 miles long snaking

through the hills with the watsrs
of a southward flowing river which
would pive access to the South,
The result was that barges could
come up the Shan Jan from the
Morth and go through the Lin Chi
Canaland then ride down the Lee
Jan te the South to Canton.

Well, for the lst Century B. C.
vou must admit that it is an
amazing work and I am extremely
glad to say that it is still fune-
tioning today, not in the sense
of barges coming through—they
don’t need that waier traffic now—

but it is used largely as an
irrigation capal now and it is
full of water and it iz kept up

in perfeet repair. One can go and
photograph, for example, the sys-
tem of spillways which kept the
water level constant and things of
that kind.

Mr. Amunugama: Now with these
changes do you feel that the pase
of China — you've spent a lifetime

Tuneinto
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being interested in this fleld—has
some impact, some relevance for
its modern  period with s Jfour
modernisms and so on? What do
you think is the impact of this
fuman  heritage for the present gquest
of China?

Dr. Needham: Weill, I think
it is wvery relevant. Incidentally
you talk about a lifelime but jt
i5 only hallf a lifetime because [
was a scientist for half my life
and I turned into a historian of
science only after that work. It
is true I do know a little about
China, probably more than some
people and T would say that the
past is extremely relevant. Because
one of the groups of people that
was hard hit by the G4—the
activities of the G4—was the his-
torians of science and I was very

Cryptic Crossword No, 5

by Strlpex-

Across CLUES

1. Possibly herpic pairs (7,8)

resulis (%)
10. Oklahoma city (5)

9. Ices put overleal shortly can be made to give spothing

happy to spend a day with them
in Peking discussing our common
problems and hearing what they
were doing and they have excellent
historians of science, very, very
good indeed, and 1hey are publish-
ing quite rapidly all sorts of books
on development,

But there is another way which
[ think it would be wonhwhile
1o mention here where the past in
China is extremely important and
the Chinese are being tremendou-
sly faithful to it and would have
betrayed it had they taken to Wes-
tern Capitalism, because Weslern
Capitalism is a terrifically Western
invention. It was not invented
anywhere in Asia and 1 must say
that as far as the Chinese were
concerned, when they had it in
its full bloom in Shanghai before
the war, the more they saw the

less they liked it. Anyway tradi-
tional Chinese society was compo-
serl of theoretically non-acquisilive
inteilectual elite, namely the Mand-
rinate, ihe civil officials chosen
by examination from the mass of
the people and serving one single
Emperor.

In the same way also now,
under Socialism, the Chincse are
veally continuing their ancient
traditions. You can’t say unchan-
ged because of course the Pary
Cadre of the present day is a very
different type of being from the
Civil Official of former days. But
nevertheless the basic idea of the
Society organised and run by a
non-acquisitive, non-hereditary elite
is something which has persistcd
right through and the Chinese

have never been more faithful than
they are now.

11. Confused age the British queen follows, excited (5)
13, Also first could be some primitive eatving dug up . (3.6)
13. ..but Count that is 2 good man follows soonest (8}
14. Guinea pig's cousin is first rate, without illness (6)
17. Kingship, we hear, cast away (6)

13, Two objections (3,3,2)

2. Litter from tuber cigs (5.4)

24. Reverse vehicle with hesitation — he's a fast one (5}
23. Long lost Taco River in Brazil has more than one mouth (5
26. Zoltan Karpathy c.g. (9

27.  Test last pool car, it could begin to fall to picces (5,2,8)

Down

1. Demonsirations over present E-rations (15)
2 Junior (7)

1. Bury prospect of conference (9)

4. Clogs, say, to turn stylish (2,6

3. Attacks while filming? (&)

6. Pat I love to court (%)

7. Swiss town (T)

8. Much of a muchness (5,100

15. To pet there on time vour letter had better (2,3-4)
16, It's not up to feeds (4,4)

18. Get a tar for the boat racing (7)

20. Price M. D. takes to remove wrinkles (7)
21. Tongue o urge - {(6)

23. Cook the joint (5)

Solution to Cryptic Crossword No. 4

Mock 3. Ofshocs and 10, Merth 11, The

13. Treat 14. Startled 16. Incomes
0. Graphic 22, Edilion  23. Cesspool
9. Hat 30. Historian 31. Elemi 32. Pretension

ACROSS:— .
12. Eve
18. To speak

26, Alibi
33, Berg.

walrus

DOWM:— 1. Many thipgs 2. Carve 4. Fates
6. Exact estimates 7. Agree 8. Dust
15 Skindiving 17. CIA 1% Eli  21. Coolies
25. Lemio 27. Iremc 23. Ship.

5. Hielant
9, The time has come
4. Elsie



News background.,.
( Contimned from page 4)

the sama Corporation. He is one
Mr. Cecil de Mel from Moratuwa,
I saw him when they were leaving
the Corporstion premises. I really
felt sorry for this gentleman. Some
of them are genwine TUINPers
though they have joined the Ceylon
Mereantile Union.

*These are the words a lady
said to me who works in the
Corporation: *I really do not
know why they aie assaulting

people in this manner, I am dis-
pusted with the Corporation and
the Government. We are genuine
UNPers not like those fellows who
called themselves UNPers now.
When the SLFP was ruling they
were 5.L.F.Pers and they are now.
green, I think there must be an
end to this, otherwise people will
only blame our Party and the
other parties will be overjoyed
when they hear of splits in our
own camp.'"

Is it worth farming?

he Jaffna farmer iscompelled

to sell his chillies at five
rupees a pound while his cost of
production is Rs. 7.50. The Raja
Rata peasant is lucky if the trader
offers him even Rs. 4/- for his
chillies! There is no demand for
locally grown ‘Lanka parippu’ be-
cause of imported masoor dhal.
There i= no organizalion to purchase
soyabeans and black gram since
the Paddy Markeling Board aband-
onad such purchases over six weeks
HEO.

Millions of rupecs worth of
imported seed potatces are rotling
in the stores. Our farmers no
longer consider potato growing a
profitable venture, Cultivations of
batala (sweet poteto) and manioc
are as extinct as the Dodo!

Despite an exceptionally good
rice harvest during *maha’ 1977-78,
the average rice yield in Sri Lanka
was only 55 bushels per acre,
An average peasant farmer owning
three acres of paddy land in a
govérnment colomzation scheme
obtains a rice yield ol 165 bushels
per season—a gross return of Rs,
600/~ {ussuming he sells all  his
paddy at the guaranteed price of
Rs. 40/- per bushel}).

What are the farmer’s liabilities?
He needs Rs. 2,350/- to pay his
cultivation loan, - Even if he were
to obtain a fresh bank loan for
the next season, the farmer still
has to make an additional  coon-
tribution of Rs. 2,250{- towards
meeting the cultivation costs of the

next crop. (Cost of cultivation per
acre is Re. 1500/-} This leaves the
farmer with only Rs. 2,000/- a
monthly income of Rs. 333/~ to
support himself and his family of
six over a period of six months,

Could one possibly maintain body
and soul together on a meagre
Rs. 55{- per month? Is'nt the
rice farmer in Sri Lanka living
below the poverty line?

Letters ...
(Continted from page z)

1971 and all that

S0 Reggie Siriwardena cannot
answer my question ‘irrespective
of what class interests are involved’,
can't he? I expected the archaicism
but cannot see why he avoided
answering in the light of the ‘class
interests involved'. This simplistic
good-guys/bad-guys approach to

social problems couched in the
Murxist-Leninist jargon puts RS
in the position of the mob of

plebians inflamed by Mark Antony's
oration which roamed the stree's
in search of the consiprators. They
came across oneCinna,  Whenthey
discovered his name a pleb shouted:
“Tear him to pieces he's a con-

spirator’. Cinna cried: *I am Cinna’

the peoet’. Another pleb shouted:
"Tear him for his
Cinna protested: *I am not Cinna
the conspirator’ but the verdtic

bad  werges'..

was:l‘lt-is no matter, his
is Cionpa’.

Colombo 3.

name

Costair da Yos

R.5's fantasies

Your journal is perhaps the only
ray of hope in these present dark
times — Abudassa Yugayak—which
has become more proncunced over
the last few months.

As much as I have enjoyed
reading the past numbers, so have
1 derived a rather perverted satis-
faction in seeing Mr. Reggie Siri-
wardena once again doing exactly
what 1 had expected him to do.

. I think R.S. present posturings
Invite my comments again,

“But [ must add that although
until April 1971 T shared the
illusions engendered by the 1970
General Election the trauma of
April helped 1o rid me of these
illusions™. (Lanka Guardian July.
15. "78) What political understand-
ing, conviclion and acumen R.S.
displays! Till 1971 he endorsed the
political opportunism of the LSSP
gnd CP and shared the illusion
till it was torn asunder by the
cruclties of the '71 insurrction,

Well, comradz R.S. though you
may try to convince yourself and
would like us to believe that
these flashes of revelation and
disillusionment have come upon
you in such dramatic and mystic
ways, to lhose of uvs who have
followed your career over the last
few years there is a definite and
discernible pattern in the evolution
of your illusions and disillusions
in the varied fields ranging from
Sinhala literary criticism to JVP
politics,

I can see how your illusion is
complete; how you have changed
the world to suit your illusion.
I can quite undérstand the cat-
hartic pleasure you mustbederiving
in indulging in tho=e anarchistic,
nihilistic, infantile phantasies.

. Gunadasa Amarasekere
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Hand Tractor (Two wheeler)
MNow available without permit
Dellvery agalnst cash payment

Contact :

Sole Importers

Sri Lanka State Trading (Tractor) Corporation

244, Arnold Ratnayake Mawatha,
Colombo 10, &>

Telephone : 96833, 91712, 91710
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MARGA PUBLICATIONS

Marga Publications which consist of independent
research studies undertaken for international

and local organisations. symposia of various
seminars, and lectures given at evening discussions
are now avaffuble with all feading booksellers and
at the Marga Institute, 61 lsipathana Mawatha,

Colomba 5.

Non Formal Education in Sri Lanka
Welfare and Growth in Sri Lanka
The Cooperative System and Rural Credit in Sri Lanka

The Sinhala Reading Public

* % Rk ¥ %

Youth, Land and Employment
Religion and Development in Asian Societies

MNeeds of Children and Adolescents in Sri Lanka

# %

Instability of an Export Economy
[Crasmanf  Cored)
Hard cover

Soft cover

15,00

8/00
10/00

5/50
10/00
10:00
12,50

45,00
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 The Giazy Gouple

- that’s what’s cooking at
the Hotel Ceylon Inter-Continental.
After rave.appearances in 200 countries
Pete & Romayne Mckay perform at the
Cats Eye Supper club.
A rib - tickling act, singing, dancing

(Pete was a jitterbug champion) and comedy is the format.
The action will be on at the Inter-Con, beginning 7th
August for a limited period.
Music for dancing by Mignonne and the Jetliners-
Phone:21221

supper club

" In association with (%T%M_Airways International.
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