TTATRTRIET S

k. 8. Hrviakumotss |

Vol. | No. 11 October | 1978 Price Rs. 2/50

JR versus unions

Constitution making

Neelam Tiruchelvam

Puran Appu ‘history dlstorted

Ananda Jayawira

Tamils : Wijeweera challenged

J. Uyangoda

Roots of racism

A. Sivanandan

Why farmers default

Ranjit Mulleriyawa

Sadat’s sell-out
Mervyn de Silva

® ‘MIXED ECONOMY’ @ FOREIGN ‘AID’ ® MASS MEDIA




PIONEERS

... in emulsion paints

RESINO PLASTICS LTD.

64, Ananda Coomaraswamy Road,
COLOMBO . 7

Phone: 28676




| Letters

Mational Prass

The Agriculture Minister accu-
ses the press when it paints the
grim side of the picture, while
the Finance Minister finds fault
with sunshine stories. Tt is not
difficult to understand the former.
It is the latter that raises issues.

With the formation of this
government the national press saw
to it that their key posts were
manned by pro-government journa-
lists and they reported the sayings

and doings of ministers out of
proportion, A sensitive minister
appears to have bepun to freel

the ill-effects of such grand syile
reporting. It would be healthy
for all comcerned il the national
preas thinks less in terms of
sensational head-lines and more
in terms of nation building.

Panaduta. V. K. Wijaratna

Flour substitutes

The recent {ncrease in price of

Wheat flour has once again
dramatised the importance of
producing our own substitutes

for this commeodity.

’When there was a ,world scare-
city of Wheat flour in 1973-74,
the government of Prime Minister
Mrs. 5. W. R. D. Bandaranaike
embarked on a crash program of
growing Flour substitutes such as
Sorghum Corn, Manioc and
Batala, A concerted effort was
made to change the eating habits
of our people by demonstrating
various recipes tvrned out of
Sorghum and Corn flour. OQur
farmers tock to the cultivation
of Manioc, Batala, Sorghum,
Corn, Kurakkan etc. in a big
way. Sorghum ‘pittu’  “string
hoppers’ and ‘roti’ socon began
to grace the tables of even the
affluent. We were soon well on
the way to meking a real break-
through in the effort toe wean
our people from their addietion
to bread. Then the government
saddenly yielded to the tempt-
ation of flooding the market with
PL 480 Wheat flour! This thought-
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Trends

The business of race

factor Is  often
thoughtful

The economic
fgnored by the most
observers of raclal politics. Alarge
gdvertisement (SUN 22/9)  therefore
fnyites more than possing attention.
ft announces the estoblishment of a
business organisation styled “Deve-
foprient Consultancy Limited”. lts
stated alin s the development of the
entire Tri Sinhela (1. e, the anciznt
Sinhala kingdom) os an economically
viable and “harmonfously Integrated
entity™,

ft pledgas support to ather organis
satfons such as the Sinhale  Vanijo
Mandalaya and the Sinka  Puira
Development and Finance Ltd, which
seeks “the total develapment of an
vndivided Sri Lanka™.

Besides the iInteresting idiom used
in the notice, the signotorles also
deserve attention. Lowyers, business-
men, an ex-Army offfcer, property
deglers and a former  Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Defence (SLFF) are In  the [ist,
The group seems bl-partisan {UNP
and 5LFF} and has many troceoble
links with the upper echelans of
the security apparat, past and present,

Incidentally the SLFP's  *'Nation™
made a front poge box of the news
and indicoted thot it wos @ response
to the Loganathon Plen for the
Development of North ond East,

Rohana's style

Rohona Wijeweera who doss  his
own superstar thing on the public
stage has developed an  orotoricel
style which combines the fiery
eloguance of a Fidal with the clever
clowning of @ Bala Tompoe. Hz bas
a superh eye, plcks his torgets
gnd mochine-guns them In o three-
hour peroration.

But at his last rally In Colomba,
Wijeweera who concentrates his fire
on Mrs. Bondaranoike and the Leo-

ders of the U. L F., showed that
he could also leap acress  the
generation  gap te  grapple  with

potential chollengers,

The SLFP ‘re-erganisation’ he said
was on artful dodge to place Mr.
Anura Banddranalke on the throne,
But the J¥P would make certaln
that all fomily ‘threnes’ were thrown
inta the bin of history.

And then to the surprize of many
in his ogudience  he et locse a
horroge on the CP's Mr. Sarath
Muttetuwegama on the grounds that
the CP press waos now engaged in
a special publicity bulld-up for the

fortmer  MP, who was  curreatly
enfoying @ meteorlc  rise  in the
party.



less act ruined che entire campaign
to achieve self - suificiency in
flour substitutes.

Cheaper flour offered by the
present governmenl in 1977 even
turned many people away from
eating rice. By early 1978 we
were dangerously dependent on
imported  Wheat  flour. The
sudden increase in the world
market price of Wheat flour and
government's decision to cut back
on subsidies has awakened us to
the need of growing our own
food.

It is hoped that our politicians
would at least now have the
foresight to embark on a vigorous
campaign of growing our own
substitutes for flour. Let usalso
hope that they would have the

courape and the persevercnce
necessary to carry out such a
program to it's successful con-
clusion.

Mahiyangana Ranjit Mulleriyawa

Coomaraswamy and caste

Mr. C. Rajasingham seems to
me to have joined Ananda
Coomaraswamy in what T called
‘the cloudy realms of metaphysics',
where T have no inclination to
pursue him. I only wish to
bring him down to earth in
relation to the realities of the
caste system. In Medicval Sinha-
fese Art Coomaraswamy , wrote:
‘Honour, pride, noblesse oblige,
are of the caste idea.' Mr. Raja-
sinsham goes even furthzr and
says: 'We fee today the symptoms
of disorder in the irresponsibility
of the Sudra who has vanguished
the Brahmin—the cause being
that Brahmanical discipline is
selt - imposed whereas the Sudra
has freedom to act irresponsibly.™

Against these metaphysical fan-
tasies [ wish to et some of the
stark brutalities and inhumanities
of the caste system, as recorded
in a recent Reuter rteport from
New Dolhi (Ceplon Daily News,
1. 9. 78}

"‘More than 350 untouchables
were killed throughout India in
the year to the end of March
in crimes directed against their
low caste status, Parliament was
told there,
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‘Minisier of State for Home
Affairs, Dhanik Lal Mandal,
giving the figures n a written
reply to a quesiion in the Lok
Sabha yesterday said that . Uttar
Pradesh recorded the  highest
number of crimes against untouch-
ables...174 Harijans died in that
State and 5, 75% other crimes
were registered against their caste.”

Self - imposed Brahmanical dis-
cipline and neblesse oblige, in-
dead!

Colombo 5. Reggie Siriwardena

#1971 and all that”

r. Repgie Siriwardena writes
M.J::uer than he thinks. His
review of Dr. Colvin R. De Silva's
pamphlet on “April 1971" and
his responses to correspondent
Dr. Costain de Vos display more
literary dexterity lhan clarity of
thought., Through the Lanka Guar-
dian of July 15 Mr. Siriwardena
informed us that until April 1971
he was one of those who “*shared
the illusions engendered by the

1970 General Election™., That's a
significant admission.
Tha illusions of the 1970

General Eleclion were engendered
mainly by the massive electoral
mandate that the people of this
country gave the United Front
of the SLFP-LSS3P-CP. That
victory was enpineered precisely
by what Mr. Siriwardena has
characterized as "the opportunism
of the L3SP (and CP) in and
after 1964"*. So, by implication,
the opportunism of the LSSP and
CP must have had Mr. Siriwar-
dena’s approval at some stage
before April 1971 because by his
own submission he *“shared the
illusions cngendered by the 1970
General Election',

Therefore at least in  retros-
pect, Mr. Siriwardena must have
condoned the strategy of those
who—in his own felicitous phrase —

“sought to substitute for the
working class — Mrs. Bandara-
naike’. When such a gentleman

now talks of +“the opportunism
of the LSSP and CP” with a
sense of unsullied revolutionary
purity, he sounds moere convinced
than convincing.

In & recent publication (*April
Insurrection and JYP',) some
young men who played important

roles in the April 1971 insurrec-
tion have, with the benelit of
hindsight, adduced no less than

ten reasons why their 1971 politi-

cal adventure was foredoomed.
Mr. Wijeweera himsell told the
CJC  that: ‘In April 1971 the

revolutionary precondition for the
seizure of power by the proleta-
riat and for an armed revolutio-
nary struggle were absent’.

That this is precisely the thesis
which Dr. de Silva maintains and
is implicit in the very title of
his pamphlet: *April 1971, A
Foredoomed Ultra Leftist Adven-
ture'. Because the insurrection in
fact failed disastrously, hia thesis
must be right — and that's that.
Whether or not Dr. de Silva
himself has the moral right to
maintain such a thesis should be
a matter of trivial importance to
a serious political scientist,

Colombo Carlo Fonseka

Lenin and Trotsky

Reader A. Vaidyasckera  Thas
missed the point of the exchanges
1 have had with Br. Shanmuga-
thasap, It is not so simplified
as he seems to think, whether
Lenin was wrong or Trotsky was
right, all of which should be
tossed into the limbo of history.

Let me reiterate, it was as
Ralph Miliband says in the issue
of L. G. September 15th, the
question of Reform Versus Revo-
lution. In the very same issue,
Andre Gunder Frank, says of the
Unidad Popular, “In a word,
U. P. represented reformism and
is it reformism that failed?” Mr,
Vaidyasekera, should not forget
that the Chilean C. P. not only
supported the U. P. but held
office in reformist Allende Govern-
ment and was therefore partly
responsible for the bloody coup
by the Rightist Army Generals
in the Government- That is why

{Conrinued on poge 23)

The article entitled “Chife's Chi-
¢age School Economics” which sppea-
red in onr last Issue was written by |
Charles Abeysekera, former Chairman |
of the National Instiwte of Manage-
ment, and the arpicle entitied ' The
Junta's Economic Model™ was wri-
ten by Dr. Michel Chossudovsky, of
the Limiversity of Otiawa,




| News background

JR wins ‘psy

he Americans have o word for

it; eyeballing. They also call
it ‘playing chicken'. The twe
coniestanis stare each other in the
eye and the one who blinks first
is the loser, the “chicken’. The
Joint Council of Trade Unions
Action Committee (JCTUAC) blink-
ed. In its first eyveball to eye-
ball confrontation with President
Jayewardene, the organized work-
ing class movement lost, and JR]
emerged the clear winner in this
exercise in  brinkmanship. The
victory, however, seems more in
the realm of ‘psy war" {psychao-

logical warfare) than  polities,
since the .de"‘. Unions have
retreated with their forces intact

and live on tofight another day,

I the strike had taken place,
on the other band, the govern-
ments  reprisals  would have
decimated the militant core of T.
U activists at  workplace level,
and the loss of morale within the
working class would have been
very much more than it is now,
after this hasty retreat. Thus,
while a major psychological
victory has indeed been scored by
the UNP regime, %the decisive
defeat it would have hoped to
inflict on the Trade Unions in the
course of this single head-on
confrontation, has been averted,
Veteran observers also  wonder
whether even in the psychologi-
cal battle the government did not
in fact engage in the error of a
propaganda ‘overkill®,

While the povernment’s drastic
escalation of the conflict and the
effect of “uppinng the ante® and
forcing the T s to back down
unceremoniously, the  question
arises whether the government in
fact overreacted to what was
after all only a day long token
work stoppage, and in doing so,
wnwittingly displayed a ‘seige
mentality,” and undermined its
own image of stability’, both at
Bome and abroad,

Meanwhile serious rethinking and
recrimination is also  inevitable
within the working class move-
ment, Whiile the government's
media monolith had an obvious
inbuilt advantage on the propa-
ganda front, the T.U's agitprop
counter offensive was pathetic,
For instance, there were several
times as many J. V. P. posters
advertising their ‘recital of rvevo-
lutinary songs” as those put by
the JCTUAC concerning  the
proposed strike! Except for the
individual efforts of the CMU,
masg  leaffetting campaigns wers
also sadly lacking.

Al their many public meetings
held last week, the ULF speakers
made very sparse reference to the
strike, their argoment beipng that
they didn't want to provide grist
for the govt's propaganda mills
concerning the political motiva-
tions of the work stoppage. The
SLFP remained larpely silent ns
far as public meetinga were con-
cerned, while the JVP's attitude
wus ambiguous to say the least,
In short there was virtually no
dynamic mass mobilization  at
workplace level and no vigorous

agitprop campaign that could
counter the povi's media blilzk-
rieg. Instead the T. U bureaucrs-
¢y tried to conduct the strike
‘from above’, by remote control
as 1t were. However, the leaders
credibility among the rank and
file is so low, anpd the T. U.
apparatuses _are so rusty after
decades of coalition politics, that
the *machine’ simply failed to
move inte top-pear and could
hardly match the well oiled state
apparatus so  elfectively deployed
by tha govt.

Now that the T. U. movement
has gauged the true strength of

the regime, and glimpscd  its
battleplan, the realization must
surely have dawned that any

future confrontation needs a kind
of otganizalion, mobilization and
broad unity which auntomatically
implies a rupture with the old
bureaucratic ‘campaign styles’

SCM on
national question

t the Annual Conference of the

Student Christian Movement
(SCM) a special session on the
Mational Question was held, states
a press release,

The SCM of Sri Lanka since
the early sixties has b2en concerned
about the problems of the Tamils
in Sri Lanka. Attempts have been
made to understand and study this
issue in its historical perspective
as well as through dialogue with
students and various sectors in the
Sinhala and Tamil communities.

At the discussion on the National
Question an important fact that
emerged was that the steps taken
by successive povernments had
failed to resolve this problem which
requires a political solution. It was
asserted that {as stated in our
resolution) any political solution
has to he based on the clear
rccognition  of the right of the
Tamil people for national self-
determination. A concensus was
also roached that a final solution
to the problem can be arrived at
only in a genuine socialist society.
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Mass media mess

Wir.h the appointment of a
new Information Minister,
Mr. Anandstissa de  Alwis, the
governmznt's hopes of petling to
grips wi b the problems of credi-
bility and compelemee in  the
state-conirolled communications me-
dia have risen high. While the
mild-maiprered Mr. D. B, Wijelunge
{eft the media to their own de-
vices, his successor is an ex-jour-
nalist and ® high-pressure Ad-man
ecast in  the Madison Avenue
moald,

A man with ideas of his own
the new Minister will probably
try to bring all the media under
his wing at least in the matter
of broad policy. As it is, the
lines of authority, communicalion
and indirect control have got so
snarled up that things have reached
a sorry pass. Recently, the fledg-
ling national news agency, ‘Lanka-
puwath’ came out with a real ten
ton *bull’ when it released the
story that the President will spend
his birthday in Kandy. The SLBC
which is extremely wary about
‘Lankapuwath’ did not touch the
item but the authoritative 'Daily
News' did —to its enormous em-
barrassment the next day. The
President obviously was not plea-
sed with a national news. agency
and the country’s leading news-
paper that got his personal iti-
nerary all wrong. In future, thess
matters will come under the pur-
view of the President's press
secretary, Mr, David Kamnaratne,
That of course iz how things should
have been in the First place but
the local Jody Powell has been
doing very little *briefing’,

*Lankapuwath®' has fourteen pro-
vincial correspondents, mainly ex-
Lake Houss staffers, with a two-
hour daily transmission. Tts testh-
ing troubles have not been received
with much tolerance by its principal
paymasters. A move to cut the
Editor's 2000{- salaty by half (the
Editor who was Director of Publi-
city in the Bandaranaike povern-
ment’s Planning Ministry i5 an
old Esmond Wickremasinghe aide)
met with a blocking move and a
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compromise is likely to be reached
at 1500/- But was it a move to
flush him out?

But ‘Lankapuwath’ i3 a [led-
gling organisation. The more
sericus trouble lizs with the esta.
blished media, What impact TV
will make on the mass audience
{(if such an aupdience can be
reached) is still in doubt. Mean-
while the printed word carries
the greatest potential for influen-
cing opinion, This means the twao
state-controlled newspaper groups,
Jake House' and Times'.

Such is the journalistic perfor-
mance of these two groups thal
the SO/A is hell-bent on an nggres-
sive circulation drive, its expecta-
tions doubtless booyed up by
steady rise in circulation where its
ssrivals’ are caught in a rut.

Given the advantape of its
linguistic medium, Tamil, the
‘Firakesari (policy-makers who
belong to the ruling elite still
react to English while the politi-
cian is sensilive to Sinhala news
and commeni) has successfully
built up a fine reputation for its
extensive coverage ol news and
political opinion. For all its gene-
ral liveliness &and professional
initiative, the *‘SUN’ seems to feel
the constraints of its own basic
ideological viewpoint on both Tocal
and international issues. Mone-
theless, the ‘SUN' is catching
new readers by its “‘exposure™
stories and its more spirited, if
often oblique, attacks on the bure-
aucracy and the consequences of
cerlain economic policies.

It is clear however that the
'SUN'is on the offensive, profes-
sionally and commercially, The
future will decide whether the
Gunasenas can do to ‘Lake House

what Wijewardena did to the
British-owned and ever-sinking
‘Times”

Part of the forward-policy of

the ‘SUN' is its talent-spotting
technique and recruitment of bright
young newspapermen from reporter
and feature writers to cameramen,

If it i3 to win the fight it
must of course try to improve
its literary standards which are
sometinies embarrassingly uneven.
The new generation readership
(tomorrow's market) is also wvery
outward-looking and passionately
curious about world evenls and
issues. This is a major area of
weakness im the *SUN' group’s
otherwise more enlerprising jour-
nalism.

What ails the ZLake House and
the Times? The inavitable problem
of policy strait-jackets and hyper-
sensitivity to official reactions has
been aggravated by day-to-day
organisational shortcomings and
low professional morale.

At the weekiy bricfing session
held by Mr. Bsmond Wickremasinghe
the government's top media expert,
editors and editorial executives were
enjoined to resist all “divisive
tendencies”. Evidently journalists
now feel themselves “grouped™
according to creed, race, and even
casie.  There are subterranean
power-struggles and conflicts even
beiween pure-bred Laoke House
staffers and ex-*Times” ‘pangs’
Patronage is no longer determined
by the Old School Tie, universily
fraternities and Old Boy Networks
but by religious and tribal loyalties.

The contest for power over the
media between top insiders and
influential outsiders assume such
quaint forms that a former Sinhala
editor observed that not only the
ghosis of the past hang over 'Lake
House' but even the spirits of the
YMBA, the Vatican and the High
Church,

All this accounts for the demo-
ralisation of the journalists and the
malaise which grips the media.
Already more than a dozen trained
journalists have applied for sub-
editors posts in Malaysia. There
are reporis also of a return Lo
the field by the Wijewardenas—
although it is not koown whether
it iz the ancient regime or the
new Wijewardena “stable’. Sunday
papers in  Sinhala and English,
with brand new rolary presscg to
print them, are in the planning
stage. Already however many old
levalists, especially in the Sinhala
medium, are preparing their fare-




well speeches in verse as they say
goodbye to the increasingly mud-
died waters of the Beira.

Wijesoma, the Lake House's
best sharp—shooler today, surprised
everybody by taking a pot-shot at
the Finance Minister’s “schizoph-
renia”, It is sipoificant that this
cartoon which obvisusly got a
greenlight {a very preenlight) was
a reply to M de Mel's blast on
“newspaper lies”. (Trends 15/9).
But for Wijesoma it was just a
flash in the pan.

More to the point were the
frank comments of Dr. Wickrema
Weerasooriva who addressed the
*Lake ffouze’ edilors recently—a
briefing which cuused a [lugter in
certain cireles, and anangry snarl
from top insiders. “Suopearficial™”
and ““scanty™ were two of the com-
ments made on editorial wriling.
As for reporting standards, Dr,
Weerasooriya  related  how  a
Lake House staffer asked him
“What's the lalest?”, without any
idea of what story he was after.
Dr. Weernsooriva  had  replied:
“The latest is that [ am petting
into the Tift to get to my car to
go home for Junch™! The story
did not make the stop press.
Not even the ‘Lankapuwath’.

As for the mass circulating Sin-
hala press, the editors of the
sdihtha’ and the “fanoding’, and
the journalists who ‘are making
such a good show of the young
*Dingkara’ are no doubt delighted
that the state-controlled Sinhala
papers furnish the most telling
daily evidence fto  substantiate
Mr, de Mel"s recent assertion that
nobody believes them anymore, @

Paddy production:
fact or fantasy?

n official press relcase (C.D,

M. 19/7/78) gives the islapd’s
average per acre yield during the
“Maha” 1977-78 as 55.8 boshels.
Yet the same communique says
that the total yield for the season
w235 61 million bushels and the
=rez cultivated was 1,390,000 acres,
Whea 61 million is divided by

1,390,000 you arrive at the Figure
of 43.9 bushels per acre. So the
official figure for per acroc yield
is wide off the mark. By what
mathematical sleight of hand was
the figure of 55.8 produced?

The *Daily Dews’ (23.8.78) also
reports  the Hon. Minister of
Agriculture himself making a happy
prediction of a recerd harvest of
100 million bushels during the
next Maha scason. How realistic
iz thiz figure? It was no less a
person that Mr, Dudley Senanayake,
Prime Minister of the last UNP
administration and no mean
authority on apgricultural matters,
who moaned that bureaucrats had
focled him with inflated statistics
on the ‘green revolulion'.

The present policy is mot to
issue cultivation loans to farmers
who have defaulled, Tt is widely
known that nearly 75% of ihe
farmers whoe were issued loans
last year have defaulted. Consid-
ering the fact that the price of
feriiliser has almost doubled is it
realistic 1o expect an increasa in

the yield per acre during the
next Maha?
An overall increase in paddy

production ¢can therefore be achieved
only by an increasc in the area
cultivated. Assuming yield per
acre to remain  static at  last
Maha's 44 bushels, the extent of
land that needs to be coltivated
to achieve the predicted 100
million bushels is a staggering
2.3 million acres — an increase of
0.9 million acres over the extent
cultivated  last ‘Maha’. The
extent of new land estimated to
be brought under the plough
even after completion of the
mighty Mahaweli project is also
0.9 million acres. [t would there-
fore be ridiculous to expect the
acreage under rice next Maha
to increase by 0.9 million acres.

Striking
parallels

Dr::cs the ‘Old Left/New Left'
or ‘reformist/radical’ dicho-

tomy, &0 very pronounced in the
Soulh, lose all meaning north of
The Elephant Pass? The rude
receplion accorded 1o Mr, Wije-
weerd in Jaffna indicated strongly
that the reply iz *Yes." Several
months ago the LSSP/CP leaders
pelted with slippers and
stopes, and their rally disropted.
Basically the same treatment was
accorded to Messrs  Wijeweera,
Gamanavake et.al, if the news
report on page one of the 'SUN'
(25.9.78) is correct.

were

As far as the militant
vouth are concerned, almost all
the *Sinhala’ Teft groups sound
alike—at least on the jssua of
Tamil Eelam. The LSSP attempts
to reduce the problem to a mere
language issue, while the OCP,
albeit accepting the right of sell
~determination, stops at the slogan
of Regional Autonomy. All the
Maoist groups regard the cry for
Eelam as part of a conspiracy

engendered by  ‘Soviet Social
Imperialism.” The JVP says it
recognises the right of  self-de-
termination but is firmly against
the slogan  of an  independent
Tamil State. Tnstead it recommends
equal rights especially in the realm
of language. Maost other ‘New
Left’ groups adopt a fairly similar
stance,

Tamil

As far as the Tamil youth are
concerned all prominent sections
of the Sinhala Left speak with
a forked tongue, and that includes
young Rohana.



The JVP and the Tamils

by J. Uyangoda

(A former JVP Polithure member, the
writer ferved six  years in fail after
fthe Igyr insurgecy}

r. Rohana Wijeweera having
Mreturn:d from his month’s
long Odyssey to Europe, 15 re-
poried to have stated, at a press
conference, that the IVP *“would
never give into The Call for
Eelam because division of our
country would only help to
aggravate our problems”. (CDN
02. 49, 78).

In the same vein, Lional Bopage,
a prominent leader of the JVP,
in his Jong but confused essay
entitled, A Marzist Analysis on
the National Question’™ states as
follows:

ss{Inder a Socialist Republic
the division of the country into
iwo parts as well as the arbitrary
centralizalion will equally be
opposed. Bul equality and national

integrity, bused on autonomy,
will bas preserved and  main-
tained ... coconnenn™

At thiz recent press conflerence,
R. W.is reported to have further
stated that the policies of the
JVP were not copied from any
country but based on +Marxiem-
Leninism — so Tar so good!

Mow, one can raise the perti-
neat question; when R, W. stands
for the mnon-division of *“his"
country, does he not reject basic
Maurxist - Leninist principles on the
national question?

Marxist - Leninists acecept in
principle that every oppressed
nation has an inalienable right
to self-determination. According
to Lenin, this *“right of nations
to self - determination™ means
nothing other than political sepa-
ration of the oppressed nation
and the formation of an inde-
pendent national - state— let us
quote Lenin:

““Victorious socialism must ne-
cessarily establish a full democracy
and consequently, not only inlro-
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duce full equality of national
but also realise the right of the
oppressed nations to self - deter-
mination. i.e. the right to free
political separation.”

{Lenin - Sociatist Revolulion and the
Right of MNations to self - determination
= Theses).

The gocialist support for the
demand for separatism by an
oppiessed nation is based on the
fundamental principle that only
the separatism would assure full
democracy to the oppressed
nations. Lenin believed that itis
only under socialism that national
question can be solved effectively,
thus giving the oppressed nations
full democratic rights to deter-
mine their relationship with the
ruling nation. If the oppressed
nations, exercising its democratic
right of self - determination for
separation socialists cannot hesitate
for & moment to support Lhat
decision.

4 ‘The right of Tamil people in
Sri  Lanka, es an oppressed
nation, for political separation

must not be denied mercly be-

use the TULF fights- {for a
separate Tamil State of Eelam.
[t is true that the TULF is not
a socialist party. The leadership
of the TULF consists mainly of
the representatives of the Tamil
bourgeoisie. Merely because the
TULF leadership fights for a
Tamil State, Marxists must not
fail to understand the bourgeois
democratic  character of that
demand for separation. To under-
stand any socio - economic prob-
lem in Sri Lanka concretcly, we
must take into account the Ffact
that many tasks of the bourgeois
demacratic revolution have not
been completed yet. The bourge-
oisic i3 no longer able to go
ahead with the fulfilment of these
tasks of the bourgeois revolution.
In this country the pational
question i3 one among those

remaining uusettled. It is not
surprising that the slogan for
separation First comes from the
bourgeois party of the Tamil

people.  Irrespective of the TULF

demand, Marxists must uncon-
ditionally defend the right of
Tamil people to  self - determi-
nation — including their right to

[orm a separate state.

R. W. has stated that divisions
of the country only helps teo
aggravate the problems. This
seitlement gives rise to two funda-
mental questions.

First, is it as accordance with
Marxism - Leninism docs he speak
about a “division™ of the country?
For a Marxist solution to the
national questions does nat involve
any question about “divisions™.
What is most important 13 to
defend the right of an oppressed
nalion to decide its own political
future. “*Ddivision™ or ‘*‘non-
division” of a country i entire-
ly out of consideration.

Secondly, it is entircly unprin-
cipled and even chauvinistic to

deny the Tamil people a sepa-
rate state on the pgrounds that
it would *“only help to agzra-

vate our problems.'” Does R. W,
think that separation  would
result in the disintegration of the
country? In opposing  poelitical
self ~ determination of the Tamil
people and in playing up the
danger of “apgravating our prob-
lems” ({whose problems?) Mr.
Wijeweera is only defending the

Sinhala - nationalist prejudices
against the democratic rights of
an oppressed natiom.

Last, but not least, I would

like to guote Lenin once again.

“Just as in bourgeois society
the defenders of privilege and
corruption, on which bourgeois
marriage rests, oppose freedom
of divorce, so, in the capitalist
state, repudiation of the right
to self - determination i. e., the
right of nation to secede means
nothing more than defence of the
privilezes of the dominant nation
and police methods of administ-
ration, to the defilement of democ-
ratic metheds.”



[ International news

Carter’s coup, Sadat’s sell - out

by Mervyn de Silva

t was a proud President Carfer

who addressed a joint sesssion
of the Congress scon after the
Camp David agreements were
announced. Overwhelmed by domes-
tic disconlents and  political
conlroversizs, his popularity rating
g0 distressingly low, Carter’s
diplomatic coup in what was
widely accepted as a high-risk
operation was a much-needed
victory indeed.

Carter™s campaign managers must
hope that the poblic relations
benefits would be high. It is
reported that the annocuncement
was delayed in order to aveid a
clash for TV prime time with the
Ali-Spinks fisticuffs! The Opinion
polis and mid-term election results
will probably show how much Camp
David has helped bolster Mr.
Carter’s sagging image,

For all the evangelical overtones
of his spesch, Mr. Carter is a
politician first and & missionary
only later. So the happy tidings
of “peace at last"” in a perenni-
ally troubled Middle East was
shrewdly spzlt out “to Congress
and to the American public as
a necessaty and seriously consider-
ed exercise in America’s national
interest.

Mr. Carter identified those
interests in a single paragraph:-
the strategic location of the
countries concerned, its  great
resources, the fear that the area
may be dominated by a hostile
power, with the danger of s
supzrpower confrontation,

US strategy

Ever since the Octobar 1973
war and the *““oil crisis. Ameri-
can perceptions of the Armb
-Israeli issue have chanped con-
siderably. US policy-plansers re-
cognised that America had a vital
stske in the Armb world, an
zr=a of 100 million people, who

along with mneighbouring Tran,
controlled the life-lines which
sustained the economies of Ameri-
ca's major allies, Western Eurape
and Japan.

In the hands largely of conser-
vative, pro-western regimes the
oil money has been re-invesied
in the west at a time when the
monetary system  and the dollar
in particular are under heavy
pressure. Saudi Arabia alone has
invested 60 billion dollars in the
US, mainly in US treasury bonds,

The  Israeli issus however
remained & stubborn cause of
friction between the US and even
staunchly anti-communist Arab
states like Saudi Arabia., Certainly
religious zeal made King Faisal a
formidable foe of Israel. With
the pro-US Prince Fahd in effec-
tive charge of Saudi Arabian
affairz, Riyadh's policy is today
more accommodating to Washing-
ton’s plana,

Finally, there was the larger,
ideological and strategic conside-
ration. If the Arab-Tsraeli conflict
was not de-fused, the logic of
such unresolved disputes pointed
to the ineviiable radicalisation of
the Arab people and Arab poli-
tics, a development which would
threaten the stability of essentially
pro-western  regimes. Such a
process could also represent an
open invitation for the expansion
of Soviet influence in this vital
area.

If electoral pressures on  the
Presidency (tha Jewish lobby and

voling block} and  America’s
strategic interest in running a
strong military bastion in  the
Middle-East meant the Washing-
ton’s commitment 1o Israel™s
sgmcurity™ must remain  firm as
ever, the countervailing flactor

of American interests inthe Arab
world demanded that US support
for TIsrael could not be, as in the
past, unequivocal or automatic.

The two interests

had to be
reconciled, ;

With the abrogation of Soviet-
Egyptian  treaty and  Sadat™s
decision to launch an ‘open door
policy', heavily dependent on
foreign investment, as the way
out of Egypt's mounting eco-
nomic difficuliies, America was

able to return strongly into the
Arab world.

By 1976-77 a Brookings In-
stitution *think tank™ was al-
ready working on a blueprint
for a new US Middle- Eant
strategy, and Mr. Carter who
endorsed the plan placed the

area as his No. 1. foreign policy
priority.

The foundation of that policy
was a new network of relation-
ships linking Egypt, the main
political-military Arab power and
Saudi Arabia, the financial power,
and then Epypt and Isracl, Once
this was achieved it ecould create
another cluster of relationships
which brought into the emerging
pattern of improving regional
relations, Jordan, Labanon, even
Syria and hopeflully sections of
the Palestinian  movement that
would give legitimacy to a “*home'
for the Palestinian movement was
not only fragmented but seriously
divided on ideologial and tactical
grounds, influential Arab  count-
ties like Egypt and Saudi Arabia
may c¢ven be able to woo and
win over the *“rightwing' of the
PLO.

Israeli policy

_ To achieve at least initial objec-

tives it was necessary to persuade
Israel to make certain concessions,
basically territorial, to Egypt. But
did the US have sufficient leve-
rage over Israel? Would the
Egyptians apgree to a separate
apreement with Israel?

The election vietory of Mr.
Bepin introduced a new obstacle.
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A ome-time terrorist (the otgani-
ser of the Deir Yassin massacre}
and a religious fanatic  Mr.
B:gin's vision of ‘eretz lsrael' is
derived from the Old Testament.
But the US was finally capable
of coping with M,  Begin’s
intransigence.

As George Ball noted recemily,
the US is not only the mili-
tary patron of Israel’s “'garri-
son stage' but  spends 1000/-
dollars a year on every Isracli
man, woman and child.

Besides, Istael has recently got
into serious economic difficulties
herself. (see Isracl: Another victim
of *Friedmania”)

Further Mr. Begin faces a
strong opposition and  leads a
somewhat loose and shaky coali-
tion. The US succeeded in put-
ting at least a temporary hall to
Jewish (military-pioneer) settle-
ments and Mr. Bagin's determin-
ed drive to colonise the ogcupied
areas. .

Sadat's sell-out

Only last month Mr. Sadat was
insisting that  the Palestinian
problem was the “‘crux™ of the
Arab-Tsraeli issue But the Israelis
are only prepared to create =a
vgelf-governing' political unit on
the West Bank and call it a
home for the Arab  Israelis
(Palestinmians). Imitating the South
Alrican policy of ‘bantustanisa-
tion’, Israel would pick some
‘manageable’ Palestinians to run
this area. In any case, it embra-
ces only the 1.2 million Pales-
tinians on the West Bank and
not the 2 millions outside,

The fratricidal strife within the
Palestinian resistance during recent
months showed how hard Mr.
Sadat and others tried to force
Arafat and the PLO's rightwing
to give even a tacii approval to
the grand plan. The Palestine Left,
helped by states like lrag and
Libya, were equally determined
to prevent and disrupt the emer-
ging arrangement.

The US and Mr. Sadat lost.
The Palestinian radicals and the
hardling states have won, in as
much as PLO, retaining its unity,
has condemned the Camp David
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Accords. That is why wa have
two separate accords. The US
and Sadat failed to sustain the
essential linkage = between an
Epyptian-Israeli agrcement and a
pledge on the Palestinian right to
self-determination.

. Mr. Sadat has paid a heavy
price—Egypt’s political leadership
of the Arab world, Arab unity,
and his own prestige. Already
The PLO has linad up with _the
vFront of Steadfastness” compri-
sing Algeria, Libya, Syria, and
South Yemen. Mr. Sadat has
been tried as a traitor in lImg
and General Shazli, the hero of
the 1973 war, was one of the
accusers. Sadat’s foreign minister
has resigned. Sadat’s isclation

diplomatic relations with Egypt.
His position at home cannot be
loo strong.

The US has kept the USSR
out of this diplomatic exercise. It
was at Camp David, not Geneva,
the accords ware  signed. A
‘pax Americana’ for the Middle-
East has been established.

How real or sscure will this
peace prove? The PLO and the
hardliners are already looking
eagefly in the direction of
Moscow. Far from bringing peace
and stabilty, the Camp David
Accords may paradoxically push
the protracted struggle of the
Arab people against Isratl to a
new, higher stage, and the Pales-
tinian resistance, the vanguard of

The hard-line states have severed

the Arab world has begun.
stiffened, not weakened,

the Arab social revolution, will be

Foreign investment and ‘aid’: who benefits?

ho benefits most from the faid’ given by the

rich nationz to the Third World? Does the donor
benefit more than the recepient? The answer is strongly in
the affirmative, according to C. W. Pickup, writing recently
in the “Sunday Times' (Londen).

Quoting OECD. figures, he points out that in 1973,
official aid from OECD members to underdeveloped count-
ries was US § 13,585 million, of which US § 12,060 million
was in [act returned in order to service debts. In 35
developing countrics, debt repayment iz more than half of
all aid received annually. Approximately 2/3rds of U. K.
aid granted to the Third World is re-spent in the 1. K.
itsell, on goods and services. Likewise 90% of U. 5. aid
ends up right back in the U, S, What then of total capital
flows? Estimates of U. S, Dept of Commerce for 1950
-~ 1965 indicate that the flow of capital on investment
account from the USA to countries outside Europe and
Canada was 9,000 million dollars, while the reverse fiow
of capital profit ammounted to 25600 million dollars.
Thus there was & net flow of § 16,600 million, from the
poor to the rich!

The corresspondent goes on to state that it is therefore
hardly surprising that *‘after 30 years of intensive doses of
aid, the pgeneral condition of most Third World peoples
has not changed.” Firmly linking the present high standards
of living in the West to the low living standards of the
Third World, the corraspondent cencludes: “*One need look
no further than these figures to realise that ajd and invest-
ment in the Third World from the developed countries are
primarily meant to benefit the donors and investors them-
selves, and are in fact the major cause of poverty in onder-
developed countries.'”




Line - up on the British Left

ri Lanka leftists who ere

perhaps as Anglophile as this
country’s Establishment, will doubt-
less be interested by the relative
strengths  of various [actions
within the British Left. Latest
reports in the British press indis

cate that the Communist Party
(CPGB) is being outflanked
— on its left, by more radical
proupings. Mr. Georpe Mathews,

head of the press and publicity
seciion of the CPGB, and also
a Politbure member, admitted
that membership of the Commu-
nist Party has dropped to its
lowest level for more thap 25
years, He said that the number
of membership cards  issued so
far this year was abount 22,000
which contrasted with the 28519
in 1975 and 25293 in 1977
This suggested a 3-10% drop per
year.

The other two main leftwing
parties in Britain are the Socia-
list Workers Party (SWP) with a
membership of between 4,500
-5000 and the ‘International
Marxist Group (IMG) with a
membership of about 1,400 plus
1000 sympathisers. At the expense
of the Communist Party, SWP
has gathered a high degres of
publicity due to their predominant
role within the ‘Anti Nazi League’
- a broad front which organized
a 70,000 strong march against
racism in London  recently. The
IMG is a Trotskyist group led
by Tarig Ali and affiliated to
Ernest Mandel's Unified Secreta-
riat of the Fourth International.
It’s s'rength is due to the high
journalistic standards of its publi-
cations in particular the news-
paper ‘Socialist Challenge® which
is edited by the well known
young radical journalist Paul Faoot,
former Secretary of  Britain's
Mational Union of  Journalists
(NUJ) and former editor of
‘Private Eye’ mapazine. 'Social-
list challenge’ however also pub-
lishrs articles frem all ends of
the lzft spectrum ranging from
th: CPGB to the Labour Left
The exact strength of Mr. Tad
Grant’s “Militant’ group which
represznts the radical left of the

Labour Party’s youth and student
organization.

Meanwhile, 500 hardiine mem-
bers of the CPGB broke away
last year [rom the main Commu-
nist Party in protest against the

‘reformist’ and  Euro-communist
nature of its programme ‘The
British Road to Socialism’.

Thesa members have formed the
‘New Communist Parly® under

the leadership of Sid French, and
is strongly pro-Soviet in orienta-
lion.

Mr. WVasudeva Manayakkara's
L35P (New leadership) is linked
to the “Milltant’ group in Britain,
while Mr. Tampoe's RMP and
Mr. Wijeweera’s JVP are said to
maintain contacts with Tariq Ali's
IMG,

Israel: another victim of ‘Friedmania’

he Israeli economy has be-

come yet another casualty of
Wilton Friedman's  monetavist
economics, alleges Professor John
Kenneth Galbraith, His accusa-
tion is corroborated by London
Times correspondent Ruth Cale,
reporting  from Jerusalem,  She
writes; **The ‘economic revoluation’
of last Qctober has flonped.
Applying the text books of Milton
Friedman, the American Noble
Prize Winner and laissez faire
prophet, Israeli Finance Minister
Simcha Erlich and his team
generously liberalized foieign curr-
ency controls, and floated the
local pound. This  brought an
immediate devaluation of 50% and
another 204 since then as the
lsrazli pound’s walue Thas been
dropping steadily ..... The result
of that poliey so far has been
that the steadily dropping pur-
chasing power of the Israeli
currency has reduced the real
income of all wage and salary
earners who are taxed at source,
while at the same time benzfited
the fat cats in the free profés-
sions and commerce.™

According to the same corres-
pondent, the inflation rate has
glimbed to 54% and is not likely
te drop below 40% beflore the end
of the current fiscal vear. The
Finance Minister however had
budgeted only for a 25% maxi-
mum rate of inflation. Now
there is unrest in the powerful
trade unions grouped around the
opposition Labour Party, and the
entire teaching profession from

high school principals downwards
struck work on September 1lth.
They are demanding a 40% wage
rise, but the pgovernment has
sternly warned them that 15% is
the limit. If they win their
demands, the money presses will
have to produce banknotes faster
and the inflationary spiral will
be fuelled.

Economic observers predict that
the next step inthe Israeli gowt's
economic  strategy  will  be to
increase electricity, water and fuel
prices while raising VAT (Value
added tax) - which is levied on
avery item except fresh fruit and
vegetables - from 129 to 15%,
“Then however, the unions will
demand full cost of living index
adjustments and the merry-go
-round will go on as before™ says
a leading economist, who predicts
that the Israeli economy will
move from its present *‘hopelass
mess'*  intoe a state of ‘total
collapse’. Thiz economist, told
Buth Cale that the only solution
was long term planaing, controls,
taxing of stock market profits
and other measures “*which hurt
the fat cats.™

Meanwhile, just as the Labour
Opposition and the Trade Unions
were demanding Finance Minister
Simcha Erlich's resignation, the
Minister waz on & tour of Latin
America, the USA and Western
Europe, telling prospective  inves-
tors about “‘the total success” of
his economic policy, adds Ruth
Cale,



Race in British

by Jayantha Somasunderam
In an imferview with A. Sivanandan

Sivanandan, Sccretary of the
A- Institute of Race Relations
in U. K. and Editor of the pres-
tigious journal RACE & CLASS,
geas the race issue as being crucial
at  the mnext British General
Elections. The Conservative Party
is increasingly moving towards a
racialist position, *What  the
Mational Front says today, the
Tories say tomorrow,”’ he said,

The National Front is an anti-
immigrant group that has grown
up amidst Britain's severe recassion.
They are convincing white workers
in Britain that they don't have
jobs and they don’t have housing
because the Blacks have them. BSo
get the blacks out and you solve
the economic problems of the
Whites.

“But the truth of the matter,"
says Sivapandan, “is that il you
take the blacks out, the British
economy will collapse.”

The growth of the WNational
Front has pushed all British poli-
tics to the Right. They appeal
to the frustration and false nationa=
lism of the Whites, to the still
lingering concepts of a Greater
Britain. E

“After the the war,” continued
Sivanandan, *7it was we who had
the manpower. And we provided
labour for Britain’s labour-inten-
sive industry. Thus the Blacks
are concentrated in the old indust-
rial cities where they became a
sub - proletariat.'” Continuing he
said, **The crude economics of Lhe
strategy would indicate that Bri-
tain no longer nesds that workforce
it was once desperate for and
would like to lay them off—pre-
ferably in their countries of ori-
gin., All the Immigration Acts
from 1962 onwards had pointed
to this end—culminating in the
Act of 1971 which finully estab-
lished & system of importing
workers when they were nesded
and sending them back when they
were not. And all the Tmmig-
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politics today

Acts becauss they were
aimed at ‘coloured immigrants’
and therefore tied to race—were
preceded by and sought justifi-

tation

cation in the philosophy that
fewer blacks meant - better race
relations, But the 1971 Act
applied to future immigration;

there was always the question of
what to do with those who had
settled here belore then. So that
even when primary immigration
was virtually ended, the philosophy
continued —to  be applied this
time to the dependemis of those
who had getiled here. But along-
side that, another philosophy,
springing from the cconomics of
recession —still based on  the
premise that fewer blacks make
for better race relations— bepins
to emerge: one that would
eventually provide the justification
for repatriation.”

“For a long time the Black
workers were regarded as docile

and & political. PBecause  they
came from backward societies
and did not react to the racia-

lism of the Whites. But now as
the Conservative Party itself moves
Right, as Mrs, Margeret Thatcher
talks about Britain being swamped
by an alien culture, the Blacks
ars responding. They are respon-
ding not merely to political pro-
nouncements but to naked physi-
cal violence as well, They are
forming Committees against Racia-
lism and Fascism, Vigilance
committees that have sprung up
in Black neighbounrhoods.

In response to the
on race, the Labour Party has
sought to portray itself as the
friend of the Blacks. “'Viewed
in terms of electoral politics, the
Tory taclics would appear to be
no more than a vote catching
exercise, cynically exploiting the
tacialismm of the white working
class,” explained Sivanandan. “*But
the philosophy from which the
tactice emanate iz ingrained in
the philosophy of archaic, free-
enterprise capitalism, which Mar-

Tory policy

geret Thatcher and her cohorts

ESpouse.

For enlightened capital, the appesl
to narrow nationalism and racia-
lism is oot only unnecessary but,
in terms of socia]l cost, counter-
productive. Hence the Race
Relations Act of 1976 was aimed
at dismantling institutional racism
while still allowing racialism to
divide the working class. Since
then, however, the Labour govern-
ment in its role as agent of the
ruling class, has persuaded the
unjons, the alleped representatives
of the working class, to adopt
its interests as their own in a
contract sociul, And to leave the
black working class out of such
a coniract would be to invite a
militancy which could infect the
rest of the class.

At the same time the rise of
the Mational Front has shown
that the continuing division of
the working class on racialist
lines mot only weakens Labour's
electoral base but gives also a8
fillip to fascism —which is notin
the interesis of corporate capital:
you don’t mneed to defeat the
working class when you can co-
opt it. Hence Labour has disas-
sociated itseil from the recommen-
dations of the Select Committee,
inveighed against Tory immig-
ratHon proposals as  unnecessary,
‘inhumane' and pointing to a
‘pass  law wociety’, and been
visibly active in on - going anti-
racist, anti- fascist campaigns”.
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| Press opinion

The President’s bombast

t is on record that all qNP
lgnvemmen'ls have characterised

strike action &S politically moti-
vated. Accordingly, it is not
surprising to see that the Jaye-
wardene-Thondaman government’s
efforts to condemn the token
strike scheduled for the 28th as
being politically motivated. How-
ever, up to new UNP govern-
ments have secretly supported the
employers  during trade union
disputes. That was done not in
fear but in conformity to the
sethics’ of the capitalist class.
The first time a government has
openly called upon the private
sector to follow its example of
sacking striking empoyeesis the gov-
ernment of the Jayewardene-Thon-
daman coalition. It is clear from
this that this govgrnment is
neither democratic nor  €ven
sdharmista’ (just).

Why this fear?
Why these lies?

hy fear so much? This is
the question -that both the

people of this country and the
foreign masters of Mr. Jayewar-

depe  are  asking. Ts  this a
struggle to overthrow the Zovern-
ment? With the threat to sack
striking workers and ordering the
forces and the police to stand
by, against whom is the govern-
ment preparing to wage war?
Let us for a moment assume
that Mr. Jayewardene has succed-
cd in breaking the strike by
wielding the big stick. Will he
look upon it as a victory? Yet
a single dream does nol complete
the night. Even if you assume
that the token strike can be
broken, can it put anend to the
siruggle of the people? Hunger
knows no laws. Hence the break
up of a single strike does not
mean {inal victory. It merely
ignites more struggles.

=)

Threats are not a
new thing

Although the token strike on
the 28th ie the first strugezle

launched against the povernment
since it was appointed, it is
only the beginning of a struggle.
What the working class hopes to
achieve from this struggle s to
waken the reaclionary government
from the sleep of inaction towards
working class demands. Certain-
ly, the workers aniicipated that
there would be threats and that
their demands would be looked
at through green tinfed specta-
cles. Henes the huffing and
puffing of the povernment is
nothing new to the working class.

Tuneinto

BRISTOL
SPORTS
NEWS

every evening at 730
over SLBC channel2




\ Development (2)

Godfrey Gunatilleke

The ‘mixed economy’

n the development strategies
lfullnwed in the countries with
+-mixed economies” such as 8ri
Lanka and India, one of the main
areat of controversy, or at least
one major preoccupation, has been
the choice between the "centrally
planned, socialistic, state-mono-
polised strategies and the compeli-
tive, private-sector, market-based
capitalistic strategies. Although
the economic policies in Sri Lanka
have generally accepted the need
for a *mixed economy”, the ideo-
logy and the economic philosophy
behind the **mixed economy" has
been extremely ambiguous. The
tmixed economy’ has been pene-
rally regarded as “transitional’ by
almost all leading political groups
in 8ri Lanka.

For the socialist part of the
political spectrum, particularly the
Marxist parties, the mixed economy
was a transitional phase which
should rapidly lead to an expan-
sion of the socialist sectors of the
economy and eventually create a
centrally planned socially owned
system of production and distri-
bution, Within the Marxist frame-
work, the “mixed economiy’™ was
placed within the logic of the
unfolding class struggle, and what
the Marxists perceived as the in-
evitable and essential transfer of
power from ths propertied and
capital-owning class to the work-
ing class. But within the ideolo-
gical framework what was not clear
was the Marxist strategy of ‘“tran-
sition’ within the specific confi-
guration of power and balance of
class forces in Sri Lanka.

On the one hand, the Trotsk-
yist allegiance to the concept of
permanent revolution saw thia
transition as a continuous and
rapid process. The shifts had to
be managed through a coealition
of progressive forces in which the
Marxist vanguard would soon taks
the lead. On the other hand, the
Marxist coalition with the S, L, F. P,
and the balance of power it repre-
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sented dictated a strategy where
the ‘“transition® had necessarily 1o
be a longer intermediate phase in
which the incentive systems and the
framework of economic prospects
had to greate conditions for beth
the public and private seciors to
function elfectively over a conside-
rable period. Here a sensitive
adaptation of Kaleeki’s concept of
the ‘intermediate regime’ to the
class configuration in Sri Lanka,
particularly its roral structures,
might have provided a better theo-
retical premise for a more realistic
Marxist strategy of transition.

The 8. L. F. P.could have per-
haps been the party best suited to
the politics of the mixed econo-
my as initially its class support
was drawn from all strata. The
economics ol the middle path”
seemed best suited toits ideclogy.
But even so it was not able to
give clear definition to the policy
framework which was necessary to
support an efficiently funclioning
mixed economy. It waged a8 losing
struggle to bring about major
changes in  the socio-economic
structure while at the same time
maintaining an efficiently lunctio-
ning economy. Although it appea-
red to support a systam in which
the state and the private sector
were in some stale of balance,
this seemed to reside more in the
conceptual Mrame of the planmers
than ina clearly defined social ideo-
logy or political commitment, In
fact, there was a manifest Failure
to demarcate the areas of opera-
tion for the public and private
scctors with the result that large
parts of the public sector became
increasingly inefficient and the pri-
vate sector, with the exception of
a few pockets such as the tourist
and gem trades, lost its incentive
for growth and investment.

The T. N. P. which was tradi-
tionally regarded as the party of
the properiied classes alse seemed
to Beccept the framework of &
mixed economy from the time it

formed the first government after
Independence. It did in fact esta-
blish a significant component of
stare-owned  industrial enterprise
and laid the foundations of the
welfare state. But the underlying
bias was in favour of a dynamic
private sector in production and
commerce, supperted by & strong
slate sector mainly confined to
activities concerning the economic
infrastructure and social welface,
The encroachment of the state into
production and commerce did not
seem to find readyacceptance with-
in the U. N. P. policy framework.
Mevertheless, where left oriented
governments had transferred impor-
tant branches of economic activity
to the state, the U, N, P. govern-
ments did not seek to reverse the
process in any significant way. In
this sense the U. M. P. ideology
seemed more willing to adapt iwselfl
to the mixed economy as a perma-
nent feature of Lhe socio-economic
aystem than the other political ideo-
logies which approached the *mixed
economy’’ as essentially a transi-
tional phenomenon.

Given the different stapces in the
approach to the “mixed economy™
by diflerent political groups, the
mixed economy remained a trou-
blesome concept to both politician
and planners. At best, they wers
apt to regard it as & mnecessary
imperfzction, dictated by political
conditions. At worst, it was consi-
dered a state of confusiont in which
the economy received the worst of
two worlds—the socialist and the
capitalist. In public debate and
discussion one frequently encoun-
tered the exhortation that Sri
Lanka must make a definite choice
between the socialist path or the
free enterprise capitalistic path. Tt
was argued that in  either one,
there was a consistent system of
incentives which would yield posi-
tive results if systematically adap-
ted. According to the conven-
tional view, the attempt 1o mix
these systems generated serious
inconsistencies which worked aga-
inst the efficiency of both.

In this ecritique of the *“mixed
economy’ there was the assump-
(Continied on page 23)



| Agriculture

Ranjit Mulleriyawa

Why farmers don’t repay bank loans

uring ‘Maha® 1977-78 the

People’s Bank and the Bank of
Ceylon are reported to have doled
ocut as much as Rs 475 million by
way of cultivation - loans to our
farmers, but only a small fraction
of this sum (less than 25 per cenl)
is said to have been recovered,
This matter is causing such grave
concern to the government that
it has decided to seek the assis-
tance of an advertising agency in
a2 bid to molivate farmers to re-
pay their cuoltivation loans.

It is regrettable that the poven-
ment should have embarked on
taking corrective measures before
making a complete study of the
problem. Thorough investigation
and proper diagnosis are essential
pre-requisites for the  effective
treatment of any disease, Likewise
the problem of why farmers don't
repay bank loans deserves in depth
study before any meaningful corr-
ective action can be taken.

Investigations conducted by this
writer during ‘Maha* 1977-78 in-
dicate that there are at least four
factors responsible for the high
percentage of lean dgfault among
our farmers. They are: 1. Low
crop vields 2. Reduced income re-
sulting from a fall in the market
price of spbsidiary food crops
following the government’s decision
to import chillies, onions, Masgor
dhal ete. 3. Lack of government
concern in ensuring loan recovery
in the past 4. Liberal issuas of
cultivation loana.

Low Yields: Despite an “‘exceptio-
nally pood™ rice harvest during
‘Maha® 1977-78, the averaperice yield
in Sri Lanka was only 55 bushels per
acre. An average peasant farmer
owning three acres of paddyland ina
dry zone colonization scheme would
therefore obtain a total vield of
165 bushels of paddy. {55x3) This
farmer would retain about 40 bush-
els for home consumption over
the next six months (until his next
harvest). He therefore sells  only
125 bushels of paddy ( 165 - 40 )

At the prevailing guaranteed price
of Rs 40/~ per bushel, the farmer's
gross income for the season would
be Rs 5,000/~ (125 x 40) What are
the farmer’s liabilities? He needs
Rs 2,350/~ to repay his bank loan.
He has to make an additional
contribution of Rs 2,250/~ towards
meeting the cultivation costs of the
next crop (this would apply even
if he wete to obtain a fresh bank
loan for the next crop — bank
loan meets only half the cost of
produciion per acre, which is about
Rs 1,500). This leaves the farmer
with only Rs 400/- {5,000 - 4,60D)
to support himself and his family
of six over the next six manths!

Since it is impossible for the far-"

mer to exist on Rs 400/-, he is
compelled not to repay his culti-
vation loan.

Reduced Income: The present
government’s decision to import
previously banned commoditties
such as dried chillies has consider-
ably lowered the price paid to
locally grown chillies. Thus chillies
which never fetched a price lower
than Bs &/- per pound during the
past  seven years, hardly fetch
Rs 5{- per pound (price paid to far-
mer) today. Farmers who obtained
bank loans for chilli cullivation
last vear hoping to receive at least
Rs 8-10 per pound for their produce,
are now unable to realize more
than 50 per cent of their targeted
income. Itis not at all surprising
that such farmers should find it
difficult to repay their bank loans.

Government Policy: Succeeding
governments formed in thit coun-
try during the past decade have
shown little concern in ensuring
recovery of cultivation leans. The
5.L.F.P. government of 1970 chooss
to ignore previous loan defaulters
and issued fresh bank loans 1o
virtually all and sundry. The
UNP government of 1977 did pre-
cisely the same thing! Many far-
mers have now got  accostomed
to the belief that the government
is not really serious in recovering
outstanding loans,

Inadequate Safegoards: Granting
of cultivation loans during *Maha’
1977-78 was unusually liberal.
Banks were besicged by numerous
applications for cultivation loans.
Understaffed and hopelessly pressed
for time, bankers could not ensure
their normal safeguards. As a re-
sult, even many non-farmers availed
themselves of sizeable chunks of
agricultural credit. In some ins-
tances, two of more individuals
are said to have obtained loans
for the same land!

The irony is that even the bank-
ers knew that they were doing the
wrong thing. Yet, they dared not
question government policy — the
expeditious granting of loans. The
only way to grant loans expedi-
tiously, with the limited staff and
time at their disposal, was to
grant loans to virtually all who
applied.

An unbiased analysis of the Facts
presented above leads one to the
inescapable conclusion that the
major responsibility for non-repay-
ment of agricultural loans granted
during *Maha' 1977-7% rests with
the government and not the Sri
Lankan farmer. The government's
new import policy is directly res-
ponsible for the low income earned
by chilli, onion and cow pea far-
mers. The government is to be
blamed for failing to take the
normal safeguards preparatory to
the approval of bank loans, Even
the low yields obtained by many
farmers are a direct result of the
failure of many government insti-
tutions ic adeguately service the
farmer.
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|| Disappearing democracies

Chintaka

The internal factor

he determinent factor in any

given process being in the last
instance the internal one, it is
necessary to focus on the internal
dynamics of the Third World.
These dynamics are locaied fun-
damentally in the cconemic plane
though they operate at each and
every level of the sociely and
polity. The peripheral nature of
the 3rd world within the global
capitalist system, the relationship
of dependence between these peri-
pheral economies and the developed
{(metropolitan) ones ensure that the
agcule Economic Crsis now  Erp-
ping the entire non-socialist world,
fz1ls heaviest on those least capa-
ble of bearing the burden—ihe
underdeveloped countries of Asia,
Alrica and Latin America.

Only option

In the context of sucha crisis,
there is only one option open to
the ruling elites of the periphery,
whom it must be emphasized, are
in a relationship of symbiotic
dependence  with their counler-
parts in the metropoles. This
sole option for the maintenance of
maximum profit for themselves and

their metropolitan masters is to.

increase the rate of expropriation
of surplus value.

Siated baldly this means the
increasing exploitation of the work-
ing class and peasaniry in these
countries. The masses resist of
course—in various ways and vary-
ing degrees, and this means that
the ruling elite must resort to
increasing repression. This cannot
be achieved within the framework
of the bourgeois-democratic wel-
fare state. The old supersiructure
no longer corresponds lo the
objective situation at the economic
base and therefore. cannot be
tolerated any further. The dyna-
mics of the development of capi-
talism in the 3rd warld (or more
correctly the development of capi-
talist underdevelopment, as Gunder
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Frank puts it) within an overall
situatjon of international and inter-
nal crisis, requires a new political
«shell* which corresponds to this
sitpation.  Thus, the gconomic
concessions granted to or won by
the masses in *boom’ periods have
to be withdrawn and the political
rights won by the working class
removed. In shert, the bourgeois
democratic framework has to be
severely aliered or altogether dis-
mantled.

Mew model

This is the very process: that
has taken place in Uruguay, Chile,
Indonesia and the overwhelming
majority of 3rd world countries.
Democratie  freedoms  have been
totally squashed, fens of thousands
slaughtered, imprisoned and tor-
tured and harsh  dictatorships
instafled, prior to inviting multi-
national corporations to dominate
the country's economy, in conjuc-
tion with local big business. A
new madel of state, pioneered in
Rrazil is being fashioned in most
3rd world countries. Known ecu-
phemistically as the *State of Ma-
tional Security’, it involves the
completecentralization and militari-
zation of the state apparatus. The
main organs of the new struclure
are the Armed Forces, Police, the
intellipence units and the Mational
Security Council. (G. L Mirsky
in his study says timl the appara-
tus is dominnied by “an anti-
national - military - bureaucratierul-
ing caste,” whose tacit slogan is
““politics without political life.)
In their thinking, the genuine
development of the people takes
gecond place to ‘stability’ and
‘gecurity’. The dominant psycho-
logy is that any form of opposition
is treasom: and treason  emanates
from civilians. The emphasis is
not on representation or popular par-
ticipation, but ratheron ‘modern’—
techniques and ‘scientific’ forme
of management and administration.
The state's social base becomes
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steadily narrower and soon a stra-
legy of ‘total war’ is embarked on,
aimed at the complete elimination
of all oppositional social and poli-
tical forces—Ileft wing political
parties, trade unions, student groups
peasant  organizations, national
minorities and even religious
associations. Before long, political
elimination becomes in  effect
physical elimination.

Thus, all existing and potential
counter-structures  are  dissolved
and ihe statc's monolithic, cor-
porativist  structure is imposed
As the ideological apparatuses of
its control (i. e. the mass media)
becomes increasingly bankrupt in
the eyes and ears of the masses,
the ruling class relies almost ex-
clusively on its repressive apparatus
to mantain its hegemony. Some
3rd world tadicals term this neo-
colonial phenomenon-neo-Fascism’,
due to the specific features it
posseses vis-a-vis classical Furo-
pean fascism. These specificilies
they say, are the political rellec-
tions of the economic specificities
of 3rd world capitalism vis-a-vis
that of the metropolis. Capila-
lism in the periphery is characte-
rized by the features of dependence,
underdevelopment and co-existence
wilh pre-capitalist residues,

The massive expansion of the
armaments industry and the huge
public works programme teduced
inflation and scaked up most of
the unemployed in Hitler's Ger-
many and Mussolini’s Italy, while
nol even MNobel prize winner Mil-
ton Friedman and his Chicapgo
Mafia can control Chile’s triple—
inflation. [ndved, average
unemployment in the entire  non-
gocialist 3rd world runs at over
30%! So, even in & NATTOW ECONO-
mistic sense, fascism  in  neco-
colonial context just doesn’t work—
not even in the short run. It is
howsever, highly profitable for the
multinationals and their domestic
{junior) partners.

Meo - fascist

Some 3rd world Marxiste even
go so far as to assert that 1this
neo-fascist model of state, the

{ Comtinued on page 23)



‘ Constitution

The making and unmaki

he Leaders of the Opposition

contended in the Assembly that
the making of a constitution is not
‘an isolated cvent, but a step in
the process by which a people
assert their identity, articolate their
basic valses and aspirations and
define the instruments of govern-
ment throngh which the sovereign-
ity of the people can be exercised.?
There are two approaches to this
process which nced to be distin-
guised and classified.

The first approach iz directed
towards the elaboration of an ins-
titutional framework which more
effectively correspondsto the politi-
cal style of the regime in power.
Such an approuch is regarded as
the ‘instrumental® approach to
constitution making, and does not
envisage the constitution to be an
eternal instrument embodying the
highest values and aspiralions of
the people, There is a measure of
impermanency insuch instruments
as their life span is often limited
to the duration of the political
regime in power. They provide the
mzans by which those who had
captured power can more effectively
organize and exercis? power.

The second approach to cons-
titution making envisages the Cons-
titution to be the fundamental law
enshrining for all times the basic
values, aspirations and idea] of
the different components of the
body politic Such Constitutions
are somewhat permanent instry-
ments, and even the process of
amendment  gathers  inspiration
and direction from the underlying
philosophy of the Constitution
itself, The second isthe ‘consen-
sual approach.’

The instrumental approach rec-
ognises & somewhat authoritarian
process of constitution making
which disregards the aspirations of
groups in opposition 1o the regime
in power, The consensual approah
on the other hand views the Cons-

Mealan Tiruchelyam |

titution as a legal and political
compact capturing the compromises
that have besn worked out bet-
ween different communities and
political groups; it defines the
framework with which the differ-
ent groups may compete for power
and gain access to the resources
of a society, '

Is the constitutional exercise
that has been recenily completed
of the instrumental or consensual
type?

The resart to a Select Committee
procedure meant that the political
parties unrepresented inthe Assemb-
ly could not enjoy direct partici-
pation in the drafting process. The
non-participation  of the Tamil
United Liberation Front in the
Select Commitiee further eroded the
exercise of its ‘consensual’ elemants,
The conceptual basis for the TUL
F's noninvolement in this process
has been summarised by Mr. Amir-
thalingam:

“*The Republican Constitution of 1972
soupht to sever lepal and constitu-
tional link with the past, Once there
1z such a break Im legal continuity,
tha sovercignity of the jnhabitants ef
the Island uniil then under eclipse,
(during a period of forcign domina-
tion or externally designed constitg-
tional rule) resurfaced. Henee the
soversignily of the Tamil MNation which
was ethnically, geographicaily and
linguistically scperately identifiable and
distinct, revived. The United Wational
Party had clear unequivecal mandate
to assert the soversignity of the Sin-
hala nation and ensct a pew cons-
titwlion. The mandate the majority
of the Tamil Nation poloted to a
different duty, ™"

The Select Committee conslitu-
ted in MNovember 3rd 1977 tabled
its report on Jupe 22nd, 78, Des-
pite these major handicaps thers
was remarkable congruence bet-
ween the views of the United
Mational Party and the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party as they related 1o
some of the substantive concerns
of the Selest Committee. The are-
as of agreement included funda-
mental rights, judicial review, lang-

ng of Constitutions

(The aathor whe hasa docrar-
ate fn Law from Harvard ir a
research director ot the Marga
Insitturey

vage, citizenship, principles of state
policy and 1the creation of an
Ombudsman. Although the SLFP
has been consistent in its oppo-
sition to the Executive Presidency,
and some aspects of proportional
representalion its principal concern
appears more procedural than subs-
tantive. It protested against the
total repeal of the Republican
Constitution of 1972, and favoured
the introduction of a Third Amend-
ment containing substantive altera-
tions to the existing instrument.
This position appears to have been
further hardened by the addition
of controversial provisions in the
general and transitional chapters
after the Committee Report had
been tabled. The SLFP dissent
accordingly warned ominously.

“The sanctity and continpation of a
Constitution depends on  publfc ac-
ceptance of its provisions, If at the
oext elections the people grantus a
mandate to do so, we shall introduce
a Constitulion  consistent with  the
views cxpressed (in our dissent) and
the Republican Constitution of 1972

The problem still remains whether
the constilutional exercise which
appears instrumental, can neverthe-
less aquire the formal attributes
of a consensual instrument. The
system of proportional representa-
tion provides the clue to this
problem, and we must now briefly
examine its main elements and
their implications for the process
of constitution making.

The rationale of proportional re-
presentiation is clearly articulated
in the Report of the Select Comm-
itti which states that the present
system ls imadequate in that it is
not fairly representative of the
political opinion within the coun-
try. It points out that in 1970,
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party was
able to secure 60.3% of the total
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number of seats in Parliament al-
though it received only 36.9% of
the iotal vote. On the other hand
the United National Parly with 37.
9% of the total vote was only able
to secure 11.3% of the total num-
ef of seats. In 1977 the United
Mational Party with 50.9% of the
total voles se:ured 83.3% of the
seats, while the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party with 29.7% of the total votes
secured only 4.8% of the se ts It
should be noted that 133 swing
For the United Mational Purty re-
gulted ina 72% gain in represen a-
tion while the negative swing of

7.2% for tha Sri Lanka Freedom
Party resulted in 5557 loss in

represeniation. The Report reiterates
that this is not mercly unfair but
leads to political instability-

We must Lhen dlgress 1o cxamine
the main clements of proportional
representation which are found in
Articles 135to 139 of the Cons-
titution.

Firstly, the identification of the
district as the basic electoral unit.
A Delimitation Commission will
divide the country into several
electoral distriets. These electoral
districts shall be one or more
administrative distriets. They shall
remain unchanged thereafter.

Secondly, the principle of alloca-
tien of seats. The total number
of seats will be frozen at 19§;
each province would be allocated
4 zeats to be distiibuted amongst
the districts contained wiihin the
Province. The remaining 160 seats
would be distributed amongst the
several elecioral districts according
to the number of registered voters.
As the populalion increnses the
number of registered electors will
correspondingly increase

Thirdly, the wvoting would be for
political parties and not for indivi-
duals. Recoepnized political parties
present a list of candidates and
voting could be based on such lists,
There will be no Independents
unless they form a group and
present a common list of candi-
dates,

Fourthly, the concept ofa cut
off vote. This means in effect
that if a political party or a group
of individuals recrive less than
1/8ths of the total number of
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votes cast, these votes would be
cancelled and the political paity
concerned would not be able to
return a candidate to the Mational
Assembly.

1 have elsewhere examined the
impact of each of these elements
on the growth of the party system.
It would be sufficient for this
purpose to summarise some of the
major criticisms of proportional
representation.

Firstly, one of the consequences
of the district being recognized as
the electoral unit, would be to
eliminate the parlinmentary elec-
torate and erode the relationship
that has evolved between the
Mcmber of Parliament and the
Constituency. The parliamentary
electorate has evolved into a dis-
tinct political sociological and terni-
torial entity. Within its framework
there has evolved a syslem of
social relations between the Mem-
bers of Parliament and his cons-
tituents. This includes the system
of reciprocity by which constituents
assert ihe rights to make demands
upon their representatives lor jobs,
for governmental benefits and the
corresponding duty to be responsive
te these demands. The Member
of Parliament influenced the alloca-
tion of resources and even medi-
ated inter personal conflict. It is
difficult to sec how Lhis system of
reciprocity and the network of
socinl relations  within which
was conlained could replicate itself
with 2 Distriet. The choice of a
district as the basic eletoral unit
would sever the lines of accounta-
bility between the representalive and
the electorate.

The second eritizism relates fo
that of mrea of weightage. The
issue of representation has been
one of immense sontroversy in the
political relationships betwten va-
ricus communities. We are all aware
that the formula Ffor balanced
representation  presented by the
All Ceylon Tamil Congress was not
accepted by the Soulbury Commis-
sion. The Commission held that
representation should be on  two
principles. viz, one member for
every 75,000 inhabjtants and an
additional memher for every 1,000
square mile radius The object of
arez weiphtage was to give addi-

tianal weightage to the minority
contmunities; so that the Morthern
and Eustern Provinces were piven
cight additional seats and the re-
maining provinces were given 17
seats. Article 136 (4) has reversed
this process of weightage by pro-
viding that each province will be
entitied to 4 seats which in effect
means that the ratio of 8,17 has
now been escalated to one of 8:28
The additional bonus of 1l seats
by increasing the representation of
the majorily community will un-
dermine the very purpose for which
aurea weightage was introduced.

The third problem relates to
electoral lists. One of the impli-
cations of a list system is that
the power of returning individual
representatives  effectively  shifts
from that of the electorate to that
of the pelitical party. The nomi-
nalion of candidates and the ran-
king of candidates become issues
of immense importance over which
the political party would have
control. Undazr the system of elec-
tion for Local Government the
party lists of the candidates would
not even appear on the ballot
paper. Mo doubt there are other
means by which these lisis can be
disseminated among the electorate.
The system of lists we have adop-
ted places a preater distance bet-
ween the individual voter and the
individual candidate who would
ulrimately be returned to Parliament,

It is therefore submited that
system of preportienal represenia-
tion must be preceded by a demo-
cratisation process within the poli-
tical party iisell, The enormous
power that the pariy leadership
enjoys in the nominatien of cap-
didates, muost bhe modulated to
ensure greater accountabilty to and
consuliation with the rank aond
file of the party. Most political
patties have an organizational
structure in which decision making
is delegated by the Party Conven-
tion to a hierarchy of Committees.
But the formal organization often
conceals that the real decision
making fs concentrated in the
higher reaches of the leadership.
Democeratization should [ind ex-
pression both in form and spirit.

_ Finally we may now took at the
issue of the threshold vote. Both



the Sri Lanka Freedom Party and
the Ceylon Workers Couogress in
their dissents have complained that
the [ixing of the threshold vote
at 123% would discriminate against
smaller political parties. The figure
1/8 of the total vote has bzen
fixed because this is the point at
which the candidales in n single-
member constituency would Forfeit
his deposit. The CW.C. m:omo-
randum however argues that there
is no rational relationship betwean
the formula for the loss of deposit
in a single-member constituency
and the threshold vote in a system
of proportional representation.
‘These are two distinct concepts
and it will be arbitrary to deter-
mine the former by reference to
the latter.’

Let me revert to the general
theme of this article. Does pro-
portional representation provide the
moswer to whether the new cons-
titution would evolve into the
‘instrumental’ or ‘consensual’ lype?
Article 82 (5) provides that a Bill

for the amendment or repeal of a
constitution would require.

{a) a speciul majority of two
thirds of the members of the
National Assembly.

(b) & majority of the members
of the National Assembly
plus the approval of the
People ata Referendum.

Given the paitern of electoral
voling that we have seen over the
past three decades, itis unlikely
that any of the recognized politi-
cal parties would be ableto cap-
ture Lhe legislative majority necess-
ary to enact & Constitution of the
instrumental type. Proportional re-
preseptation would entrench an
instrumental constilution and clothe
it with the permancncy of the
consensual  type. The President
further implied during the deliber-
ations of the Sclect Coinmittes
that the new reality could compel
the U.N.P. and the SLFP. to
abandon the politics of partisanship
and evolve the political style of
consensus. He stated.

“Are you not always thinking in
terms of the old British System - that
the two party system or the threc
party system will survive? Can we
not go ahecad of that? Con we not
think of a patignal way?'

On this reasoning proportional
representation could foreshadow a
transformation in the siyle of
electoral politics and the emergence
of new configurations of power.

On the other hand, there are
many who are sceptical of this
theory. They contend that no for-
mula for representation could per
se lead to such transformations,
Consensual politics can only emerge
out of a climate of political
accommodation. And unless a cons-
cious effort is made to create
such a climate, it would require
little legal ingenuity to work around
the entrenched procedures of cons-
titutional change 10 create another
‘legal revolution”., We would then
be thrown back into the eycle of
making and unmaking of instru-
mental constilutions - from which
proportional  representations can
provide no escape,

Cryptic Crossword No. 7
by Stripex
Across CLUES

8. Trainers of nag and mares (%)

8 .. threw — away/Richer than all his tribe (Othellg) (1,5)
10. Eritish conslitutionalist confuses Mapos's ally (3)

1. Wife to contribute to the success of the assembly (B)
12. Arraoge pit mac fof effect (6)

13. Soldier gets training for what our doctors like (7.8)
1%. The choice and master— of this age (Mark Antony) (7}
18. Dug lor potatocs? (7)

21. A flirm pusher you might say (7.8)

24, Absurd country wisited by Gulliver (5)

25. Stop what you do with the curd (6.2)

26. King in France (3)

27. Hang from detp-end pointlessly (f)

28. The very limits of scx-meter {3)

Down

1. Run rapidly as a way of making a living (6}

2. Chess champion moves: King takes Rook Pawn (VOA
broadcast) (6)

3. Proper flags as models for imitation (6,9

4, MNuclear scientists™ jargon is nothing to confused poet {T)

3. Occult quality of enchanting theatejical set? (7.8)

4. Reprieved Sid Peler (8)

7. 150 follow youth leader in a trice for machine ()

14. Here where 26 is king (3)

16. Fan gets D-ropc—is weated with contempt (%)

17. Traosports pure star {8)

19, What a man has to facc at the end of a sentence (3)

20. Groups coin to some to some point (7)

22, Dispossession is nothing to us threo times (6)

23, Thou Paradise of —, ltaly! (Shelley) (5)

Solution to Cryptle Crossword No. §

ACROSS — 9. Nasty part 10. Loose
12, Agnates T3. Astra 14. Moble Ledy 16. Burning question

11. Lease o

18. Ennobling 19. Satan 20. Deolali
22, Alibi 23. Later plan.

DOWN — 1. Unscramble 2. A smatiering of it 3. Hyaena
4.  Halo 5. Strasbourg 6. Blankets 7. Contradiclorily

8. Cess 14. Megligible 15. Yin pan dyang 17. In Brazil
19. Suborn 20, Deal 21. Dalte,

21. Dubarry
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i Cinema

Ananda Jayawira ‘

‘Yeera Puran Appu’ and the distortion of history

OEE does not wusuallly insist
that *historical’ films should
be factually accurate down to the
last detail, bot when historical
accuracy is emphatically claimed
by a f[ilm producer, then it is
only fair that distortions and
errors of interpretation should be
challenzed.

In the recent film “Veera Puran
Appy’, claims were made in the
opening sequences that the film
was based on research done at
the Mational Archives and that it
was guided by historians and that
the film-makers resorted to inven-
tion only to fill in the “empty
spaces”” of Puran Appu's life.
However such inventions should
be in the spirit of  historical truth.
One knows™ for instance that there
never was @ massacre on the
Odessa  steps, but Eisenstein, ba-
sing himself on the fact that there
were innumerable such massacres
in various places, crystallised the
truth of all of them in one magni-
ficent, cinematlecally - conceived
episode. This is the kind of truth
against which this film continually
offends.

Take, for example the episode
with which the films begins. The
supposed abduction of the British
povernment agent’s niece 1= a
fabrication. What is this meant to
achieve? Is it to titillate the
crowds (bandit abducts white
woman)? This very  untypical
incident is used for two purposes,
both of which run counter to
historical truth: First it gives Puran
Appu an almost personal motiva-
tion for his subsequent actions
against the British; second, itis
used to show Puran Appu as the
“gentlmen hero” who saves the
girl from being molested by
Gongalegoda Banda, who in cont-
rast, is depicted as a clown of
sorts as well as 2 weak and low
character.

Another distortion iz the port-
rayal of Dr. Christopher Elliott
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who is seen as a spy who betrayed
the Kandyans. Although rather
naive remarks are made in the
film (in reference to Elliott) that
all white men are ‘bad guys’, the
film producer’s lack of correct
historical perspective dees a disser-
vice to the real contribution of
Elliott. For it is well etablished
that Elliottt was a radical Irishman
who led an important struggle for
liberal, democratic rights in the
1840"s apainst the authoritarian
colonial regime in Sri Lanks, and
was in the forefront of the wrban
agilation in Colombo against the
repressive taxes of 1848, The
film makes no reference to this
important agitation of the incipient
working class and other inhahi-
tants of Colombo and its environs
which took place simultanequsly
with the resistance of the Kanydan
peasantry in July 1848,

The film also fails to show the
influence of political upheavals
in Europe in 1848 on a remote
colony like BSri Lanka. In that
year thers was revolution in
France, sparking off the fall of
autocratic government all over
Europe, along with a wave of
working-class agitation in England
(the Chartist Movement) and a
revolt in Ireland, all of which
had an impact on the events of
1848 in Sri Lanka. Tne news of
revolts and revolutions in the
white man's own repions were
publicised by radicals like Elliott
and discussed in Sri Lanka - the
people of Sri Lanka even being
urged to emulate the French and
refuse to pay oppressive taxes.

However, the major failure of
the film is its inability to communi-
cate the backpround of unrest and
exploitation which led to the rebel-
lion of 1848, The economic depres-
sion in the capitalist world that oc-
curred in 1846 affected Sri Lanka,
which by the time was linked to the
capitalist world market through cof-
fqe exports; this crisis was the imme-
diate cause of the oppressive laxa-
tien that the British government in

Sri Lanka resorted to, namely the
taxes on guns, dogs, shop aod
boats and the notorious poll tax
on the people. To the Kandyans,
who had seen the disruption of
their traditional sociely, thejr
pasture and ehena lands sold for
coffee plantations, the decline of
their religion and culture and the
increase of secial evils such as
drunkenness and crime, the oppres-
sive laxes were the final provo-
cation. The incident in the film
where Puran Appu, in true cow-
boy style, tosses the coffee
planter’s gun frem his hand is
used to show Puran Appu in a
heroic light to his prospective
bride and her father, rather than
to illuminate a facet of the
foreign apggression and exploita-
tion the Kandyans were subjectsd
ton

Puran Appu, whose real name
was Francisco Fernando, and who
came from Moratuwa, was connect-
ed by birth to the new capitalist
class of renters and traders of
the maritime provinces who had
penetrated the Kapdyan regions;
most of this class were loyal to
the British but some of them had
contradiciions with them. Again,
the lilm portrays Alexander Fer-
nando, the wealthy arrack renter
of Moratuwa (said to be the
cousin of Puran Appu), but no
attempt is made to elucidale the
relationships beiween the renters
of the low country, the Kandyans
and the British. It was the fact that
they belonged to a different mode
of production, together with 1the
social disintegration of Kandyan
feudalism following upon British
rule, that permitted socially con-
scious adventurers like Puran
Appu and Gongalegoda Banda to
assume the leadership of the
Kandyan peasantry when condi-
tions for rebellion arose.

The failure of the films makers
to correctly understand and com-
municate this backpround has led
to the portrayal of Puran Appu



as an individual hero whose
personelity (and horoscope) had
an impact on historical develop-
ments. Their lack of a broad
historic perspective has also led
the film makers to highlight
religious and casts factors in an
unoecessary manner. The eight of
‘our man’ Puran Appu, geing to
war |eading the Kandyan peasantry
with his caste flag billowing
behind him, may warm the hearts
of the caste group to which he
belonged, but it seems  highly
unlikely if not ludicrous to others.

The attempt to highlight the

religions factor has served to
thrust Kudapola Unanse into a
central posilion; indeed, if the

film is to be believed, Kudapola
was the main organiser of the
rebellion whose motive was really
the protection of the Buoddhist
religion. Puran Appu, Gongale-
goda Banda and the other were
merely puppeis in his hand. The
fear of religious persecution did
play a part in the rebellion but
to make it the main motive force

is to reduce the scope of the
event.
In the face of these various

omissions and distortions, the film
cannot  be  called  historically
accurate, 1o the depiction of
Puran Appu and the rebellion of
1848, Rather it does a discer-
vice to the national heroes of 1348,
by reducing them tp individua-
listic fighters, brave but stupid,
who were no match for a mere

handful of Britith soldiers. All
it does, really, is to justify the
position  taken by those who

speak of the *so-called rebellion
of 1848" and describe it as n
mere skirmish of a few brigands,
rapidly and effectively put-down
by the British, whereas in fact,
1848 wasa part of the continuing
resistance to imperialism thatibegan
in 1818. Moreover the Kandyan
armed peasaniry are shown as
fighting in open combat, indulging
in positional warfare against the
British forces, whereas the Kand.
yans have always resorted to
guerilla  warfare, ambushes and
sudden attacks when pitted against
forces with guperior weaponry.

Meither i3 Veera Puran Appu
a good film in the cinematic sense,

Reduced to individualistic heroes,
it seems to share many of the
cliches of crude Western [ilm,
down to the touching farewell by
Puran Appu to his faithful (albeit
stolen) horse, As a film it is rather
pedestiian and dull, and except
for Tissa Abeysekera's powerful
portrayal of the militant bhikkhu,
Kudahapola Unanse, the film
fails to evoke a passionate involve-
ment in the desperate, but heroic
popular strugele of 1848,

One wonders therefore whether the
film has been deliberately used for
seclarian political ends. Moratg-
wia has two distinet traditions.
One is the tradition of pionesr
capitalist and entreprencurs who
like the fumous De Saysa family,
amassed immense wealth through
arrack reniing, coffee cullivation
and graphile mining, loyally
supporting British rule and being
duly rewarded by the imperia-
lists. The other tradition has
been of dissent and rebellion, the
warking people and the intelli-
gentsia  of this town having a
long history of support for anti-
imperialist and radical movements.
Is this film merely a cynical
attempt by the fiest tradition as
represcnted by its producers, to
use the dissident tradition as
represented by Puran Appu, for
its own narrow political and caste
purposes?

Is there also at the end of the
film an attempt to whitewash
British rule in Sri Lapka? We
are told that Torrington, Tennent,
Watson and other were recalled
by the British Government in
London, thus showing the repres-
sive taxes and the brutal suppres-
sion of the revolt as  the
aberration of a few individuals
whom the British Raj duly punished.

It iz also regrettable that the
film indulges in Sinhala chauvi-
nism and that songs of the “*We
sinhala™ type are sung. Surely
the time has come when wejhave
to portray our anti-imperialist
fighters as real national heroes,
who belong to the whole people
and over whom no one caste,
religion or ethnic group should
have proprietory rights.
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Implications of educational changes .

omewhere it was said that all
Sphilusnphles arose by man
trying to explain the reality in
which he is living through words.
Since this is an impossible task,
always controversies remain. Mr.E.
H. de Alwis’s and Mr. V. P. Vill-
achi’s debate on present educalion-
al changes in the pages of ‘Lanka
Guardian’ seem to be facing diffi-
culties arising from this basic fact.
Therefore the debate is coming to
a point where each says to the
other, “You did not understand
what 1 said.”” Let us try to take
this discussion out of this rut if
possible.

Welfarism

Welfarism as I understand it
comes into being when ina profit
motivated economy  investments
are made without a covering of
the costs or a generation of profits.
Therefore it is really a ‘dirty word”
in a profit motivated or a free
enterprise economy as stated by
Mt. Vitlachi in his first response
to Mr. de Alwis. But T wonder
from whers he pathered that it
has the same status in ““dommun-
ist states” (I am ignoring the
assumption of Mr. Vittachi about
the existence of *communist states”,
If we substitute the term ‘social-
ist states’ instead T think we can
carry on the dialogue without
deviating. In some of the present
day countries with socialist econo-
mies nol only educalion but health,
transport and even housing arc
provided for the people on a
swelfare basis’, asit is interpreted
in capitalist systems (subsidized food
can be added to this list in the
case of some countries.} But the
“dirty word® welfare we do not
find in describing these investments
within these countries. In contrast
to the capitalist economies, the
planned socialist economies do not
expect to run its service compon-
ents in any other way. They are
services and are not expected to
generate profits. Having efficient
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service components so that people
will get their basic requirements
aJmost free, is the aim to which
a socialist economy is driving to-
wards, while the logic of capital-
ism makes welfarism a hinderance
to economic growth, Pure econ-
omic growth being the aim of
capitalism.

Mr., Vittachi does not seem to
distinguish these basic differences
end hence fails to understand
that the type of development the
1. M. F. is advocating to us, is
based on certain basic concepls
and aims of development upheld
in Capitalism. therefore there is
no response from him to the state-
ment by Mr. de Alwis that *‘social-
ism which alope can continve to
susiain it (welfarism), which is an
effective summarising of what was
s2id above.

Socialism can make ‘welfarism’
the aim of their economic deve-
lopment mot by crealing wealth
first and then by distributing it
afterwards, as Mr, YVittachi seems
to think is the proper way, when
he says, ““wealth however must be
created before vou can distribute
it,” (thercfors the need to cut
down on subsidies or welfare
measures so that you c¢an  have
the capital to create wealth —a
classical I. M. F. argumentl) but
by having certain  distribution
structures along with the steps for
the creation of wealth. Free Edu-
cation in a true sense, forms a part
of this distribution structure. These
distribution structores ensure that
while wealth is created that it does
not get accummulated in certain
sections of the society.

We cannot expect the I. M. F.
to support a programme of econ-
omic development aimed at more
equitable distribution of wealth,
since this on a global scale would
mean a redistiibution of wealth
between the developed world and
the underdeveloped world, which
is against the interests of 1. M. F.

Sunil Bastian |

| {(Suni! Bastian is a graduate of

Leningrad State University  and

is currenily engoged i research on

| Higher Education at the Cenire Sfor
Saciety and Religtod.}

On the eontrary they want any
structurcs that are bringing about
even a slighest redistribution of
wealih to be curtailed, so that
rgrowth’ can take place, which is
their idea of economic develop-
meni. But *growth’ for the benefit
of whom? The 1. M. F.right from
1965, when their direct influence
on our economy began, had been
demanding cut back on welfare
measures in education and health,
But the basic queslion that we
have to ask is weather such deve-
lopment will really go to benefit
the masses?

Cost of education

Coming to the question of ‘costol
education’ Mr. ¥ittachi seems to be
making a bigger blunder than in
the case of ‘*welfarism’. He raises
the question, on behall of those
in charge of education, « What
does the country geét in relurn
for the vast expenditure in edu-
cation?® But the next question
that he should have asked i3, on
the basis of what criteria can we
measure that this return is adequ-
ate or not? If the closing down
of the residenttal campuses is a
measure taken to cut down the
costs, Mr. Vittachi scems to be
implying that the lack of socalled
‘discipline’ unruliness and student
protest in campuses are indications
that investment there is not werth
while and does not bring encugh
returns to the country. 1 may be
wrong in interpreting what Mr.
Yitachi said on this point, but since
such arguments are currently being
put forward in our society it is well
worth considering.

To my mind the only criterion
that can justify any investment in
education, is the degree to which
such an cxpenditure is moving
our educational system towards
more democratization, i. e. moving
it towards giving equal access to
education te all and an education



of equal quality for all. The
foreign exchange that the country
is spending by introducing London
A. L. exams, the statements by
the Ministry about giving aid 10
the private schools, the rule that
50% of first grade entranls will
be from the offspring of old
boys and old pirls, and founda-
tion stones laid here and there
in the Colombo Sou:h educational
district, are measures which can
he crilicized because they go to
increasé  the gap  between the
haves and have-nots in the edu-
calional sphere. If the closing
down of the resid_ntial Fazilitics
15 going to increusz th: economic
burden of students coming from
paor rural background, then azain
we have a step raking us away
frem our geoal of democratisation
in the educational sphere.

According to the country report
that Sri Lanka presented in
the Education Minister’'s Con-
ference of Asia and Oceania which
was held in Colombo in July this
year, Sri Lanka in 1976 had spant
3.6% of our G. N. P. in edu-
cation. (It was 4.6% in 1971,
when Dudley Seer’s report  said
that we have a high pe-centage
compared with other developing
countries} 21.4% of this money
goes for General Education, and
86% of that is for the payment
of teacher’s salaries, Hence we
can understand why the govern-
ment i35 trying to cut, down on
teachers lraining programmess, tea-
chers being the costliest component
of the system. In 1972 we were
spending roughly 18 times more
for the ruoning of the system
compared to the amount spent as
capital expendiiure.

The wast amount of
that we pump in today into
education pets distributed in  an
unequal way, Statistics are not
needed to prove this but a  wvisit
to the schools in the Colombo
South Educational district, where
elite schools cozxist with slum
schools will suffice. A sociologi-
cal analysis of the pupile in
these two types of schools will
complete the piciure and prove
tc us how our edueation is
structured in such a way that
“haves' pet still mere. T we
add te this that in our country
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around 10-15%7 of school going
age children do not go to school
at all and around 45% had
dropped oul by the time they
reach the sixth grade, only around
seven pereent of those enlering
the grade one reach the levels,
and of this 1-2% enter the Univer-
sity, we see tha resulis of this
unjust structure of our education,

Mr. de Alwis when he criticizes
the cutting down of expendiwre
on education seems to be calling
for mere money to be pumped into
the system lhoping that it will
lead to more democratisation of
education. But will this really
happen with the wnequal distribu-
tion structures of the  existing
education  system? Won't this
extra money get diverted to those
who  already command some
resources 7 Can we aim at beiter
distribution without looking at the
basic concepls of the “school® in
particular and education in gene-
ral that wa have today? Aren™t
these concepts brought to us or
imporied to us with a cermin
gconomic system? In short willa
simple quantitative expansion in
education solve our problems
without qualitative changes in edu-
cation itself, in its conceots and
in the idzas about school models?

What is said above is of course
not an argument for culting down
the expenditure on  education.
Sincz such a step with the unjust
distribution  structures that are
existing today will have less. Thus
we have a crisis sitwation in edu-
cation today where most measures
that can be thought of within the
present framework are going 1o
lead to the widening of the gaps
between  haves and have-nots,
which to my mind is a reflection
of the crisis of our entire society
at large,

Student unrest

This is a question that we
cannot ighore today when spea-
king about education. Specially
with a new Higher Educalional
bill round the corner and a bad
image about the campuses being
cultivated by the media, while
ignoring antistudent thuggery and
outside interference in the cam-
puses. Many seem to be making

use of the so called “unruliness'
in the campuses to justify cutting
down ol expenses, which might
coms in a big way in the
future.

If one i3 really keen on under-
standing the protests in the cam-
puses we must look into their
historical develapment. One could
clearly trace the changing char-
acteristics both qualitatively and
quantitatively. As years went by
when education began to spread,
more and more students began to

enter the campuses from a poor
rural background, Most of them
were  concenirated in the Aris

faculties, since the schools where
they studied could give them an
education only in that stream.
As the social backpground of the
campus population changed we
observe the rise in the frequency
of the protests. And they were
concentrated in the Arts faculties
due to objective and obvious
reasons. Basically the problems in
the society were brought into the
campuses, Student unrest is not
in any way indication of the
failure or the waste of money spent
on higher education, but it is an
indication of the problems that oyr
society itself had Failed to solve,

Educational changes

If Mr. de Alwis now thinks
that welfarism is & ‘secondary
issug’ leading only to ‘discussion
of an academic nature’ it is QK
by me. Il he implies that the
student’s knuckleduster was inten-
ded for use against a posse of
300 policemen I am willing to
let readers judge for themselves.
If Mr. de Alwis claims that the
official report which revealed sexual
(and other) violence at the campu-
ses & piece of sensalion-mongering
I will leave this tao for the readers
to judge. But he really cannot
accuse me of ‘applauding from the
sidelines the emasculation of the
university and the disruption of its
communal life thus reducing it to
the level of a day-school® when in
his own opinion university learning
has already degenerated into “taking
down notes.”  You cannot emascu-
late the emasculated.

Caolombo, ¥. P. Yittachi
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| Private view Arden
Burning Spear
i Kenvatta It is clear from the context
ﬂgmi:atsuusraf‘{::u othGEijbﬁ_ that the witness did not mean
*Yes, there was' but *Neo, there

cation of Charles Douglas-Home's
mainly adulatory biography of Sir
Evelyn Baring who was Governor
of Kenya during the Mau-Mano
rebellion. [ remember about L3
years ago when Kenya was about
to become independent a sincere
gnd earnest young Eaglishman
whom I met at some pariy or
other who told me that he had
served in Kenya for many years
and that he thought it was a hig
mistake for Britain to give Kenya
independence. It was this young
man’s considersd view that the
Kenyans were ‘unfit to govern
themselves’. There were English-
men as recently as 15 years ago
who actually, spoke like that.

Being less restrained in my lan-
puage then than I have since lear-
ned to be T asked him: *And what
makes you baskets so damn sure
that you zre fit to govern your-
selves let alone other peoples about
whose culiures you know nothing
and care less? But he was not
fazed. He smiled patiently and
seid: ‘Kenyatta is a cold-blooded
murderer.” Clearly he believed what
he was saying.

Now Douglas-Home's book re-

veals that if there was a cold-
blooded murderer in Kenya at the
time it was nonc other than the
British governor Evelyn Baring
who paid ‘rewards’ to prosecution
witnesses before the trial and bri-
bed the High Court judge Thacker
£20,000 to ensure & conviction of
Kenyatta. Douglas—Home now
foreign editor of the *Times’, Lon-
don was ADC to Baring.

Yes, thera wasn’t

A commissioner: ‘In fact there
wan no proper application made to
Court?”

Witness:  “Yas',

(Reported progeedings of a commission
of inguiry.}
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was not' and was so understood.
When he said ‘Yes® he meant he
confirmed that what the commis-
sioner said was correct. This
usage is so widespread that we
have, 1 suppose, to accept it as
an established Ceylonism. But it
can certainly mislead people who
are not acquainted with the usage
which brings to mind an old Tin
Pan Alley song: “Yes, we have no
bananas.'

How's that again?

“t. Kilimanjaro, the breath-
taking backdrop to Serena Lodge...

Swim in the lovely pool while
you drink it all in.’

{Kenya tourist handout)

Bafely filtered and chlorinated,

we hops?

Mr So-and-so
(With apolopies to GKC)

When mouontains walked and
turtles flew

And the sun went down at dawn

Some witching hour when the
moon lurned blue

Then So-and-so was born.
Twas long before thalidomide
So they had no reasen to fear
A copy of Jekyll's Mr Hyde
Was scheduled to appear.

The doctor had a heart attack
He simply could not cope

The parents they sent for a quack
To cast a horoscope,

The horoscope had this to say:
This boy has a fate sinister;
It’s destined that he'll be one day
A top-flisht cabinet minister.

With Beit Compliments

[rom
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The mixed. ..
{Contitued from page 12)

tion that there were certain
politico-economic  models  which
had proved their internal comsis-
tency flor the development of
Third World countries. These were
the maodels which had lirst been
evolved in the empirical context
of economic growth in the West
and which had been conceptualised
in Western historical eonditions.
Those who derived the conceptual
tools from these 1wo schools of
Europeanpolitico-economicthought
which had sought to direct the in-
dustrisl economies — the Adam
Smith-Mill- Ricardo school and its
inheritors or the Marx-Engels-
Lenin school—saw the mixed eco-
nomy somewhat in the way in
which Samuel Johnson saw ths
metaphysical conceit—mutually con-
tradictory elements yoked tosether
by violepce™,

It is natural therefore that on
one side, at least, until very recent
ly, the IMF and World Bank were

impatient of what appeared to them
a queer medley of pelicies, and on
the other side Marxist critics pre-
dicted the inevitable polarisation
and the inescapable chaice between
capitalist diclatorship and socialist
transformation,

The internal. ..
(Continned from page rg)

so-called State of National Secu-
rity is the latest form in the
development of the bourgeois
state since the French Revolu-
tion. One may of may not agree,
but the central question is whether
the faint outlines of such a mono-
lithic monstrosity can already be
discerned in our own country.

Letters. ..
(Comtinyed from page 2)

the lessons of the October Revo-
lution are of such importance to
us in the Third World.
whether the bourgecisie or even
nalional bourgeoisic are reliable
partners in the anti - imperialist

i. &

struggle — Recall how Stalin sup-
ported Kerensky in an  editorial
in the Pravda and Trotsky alone
opposing it, with Lenin concurring
with him afier, his return from
exile on hearing the truth of (he
revolutionary situation in Russia.

What we have to learn from
the October Revolution is whether
we should support our local
Kerenskys, The working class
parties have had a paiaful and
soul searing experience in support-

ing Mrs. Bandaranaike, That js
what people like Mr. Vaidya-
sckera would like the working

class to forget.

This is not just a useless exer-
cise in an esoteric discussion on
Lenin and Trotsky - but whether
the working class stands for Re-
form or Revolution as Ralph
Miliband puts it - That is what
is on the cards for the Working
Class of the Third World.

Amaradasa Fernando
This correspondence Is now closed
~— Editor
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Home of Spacemen and other VIPs,

SERVICE WITH A SMILE
INTERNATIONAL, BUT STILL NATIONAL
YESTERDAY'S CHARM, TDYMGRRGW’S COMFORT
TODAY !

In 1864 before....

I. The first direct telegraphic message from

America was received in 5ri Lanka 1864

2. Marx’s DAS KAPITAL was published 1867

3. Frankfurter Hof & Oriental Bangkok 1876

Imperial Tokyo 1850

Tajmahal Bombay | 903

Raffles Singapore 1310

Manila Hotel 1912 -

Peninsula Hengkong 1928

4. The opening of the Suez Canal 1869

5. Stanley found Llvingstene In  Africa 871
6. The first Australlan Cricket Team visited

England 1882

7. Conrad Hilton was born 1887

the GALLE FACE HOTEL (GFH)

ane of the oldest Hotels in the world, came into being [ 14 years ago
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MARGA PUBLICATIONS

Marga Publications which consist of indepeudent
research studies undertaken for international

and loval orgunisations, symposia of various
seminars, and lectures given av evening discussions.
are now available with ali lsading booksellers and
at the Marga Iasrityte, 6r Isipathana Mawathia,
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Nen Formal Education in Sri Lanka

Welfare and Growth in Sri Lanka
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The Cooperative System and Rural Credit in Sri Lanka
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Instabilicy of an Export Economy
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Hotel Ceylon Inter-Continental
where hospitality is a way of life

250Air-conditioned rooms, Rooftop Supper Club and Cocktail Lounge,
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ADDRESS: 48, JANADHIPATHI MAWATHA, COLOMBO.

INTER.CONTINENTAL HOTELS
“When you've seen one, you haven’t seen them all’’,

Ceylinco Ads.
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