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Paople like you are the
shareholders of Chemanex,
the first People’s Company.
Chemanex represents a bold
attempt to mobilise the savings
of 1the people and channel them
into productive affort,

Cur company is made up of
small shareholdinge held by the
ordinary people of Sri Lanka,

It is the small individual
cantribulion that makes
Chemanex, with no individual
or family controlling more than
8% of our shares.

We represent the desire of
millions of people like you to
contribute 1o the Mation's
prograss by participating

in business, in research and in
devalapment.

Chemanex the spearhead
for development
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" Trends

Best —_seller

The Indian emergency produced o
rich harvest of popular books edch
offering the reader the ‘inside'
story, MNow a senior officlal of the
previaus  regime, a top political
eppointee, is reported to be working
on @ book that fe confidently ex-
pects to be o best-seller.  journo-
listie circles say that the book It
fargely a vitrialic onslaught on the
ruling family 1970-77, with several
sizzling eplsodes thot ™ have such
cosmopolitan backgrounds like London,
Paris, Moscow ond Teheran.

Fen portraits of the clon's top
members range from the caustie to
plain good humour. One member js
described as a gentleman of such a
visibly vocant nrind that he 15 said
te wear g “TQ LET" board on his
brood forehead!

Foreigners Only

‘To let’ notices appear in the
newspapers these days with o predics
table proviso—‘foreigners only'. With
less  frequency, we see ‘wanted’
advertisements where forelgners an-
nounce proudly  Rent  Immaterial”,

As rents and property values soar,
Sl Lonkans are being gradually
evicted from the better resldentialioreas.

Con the povernment step In to
‘control’ land values ond rents oris
it golng to be lalssez faire for land
owners and landlords, with (owyers
collecting o percentage?

Agricultural Credit

Easy credit to farmers is now a well

established incentive but as a special

carrespondent to this journal wrote in
our last issue there are many reasons

why 757 of the farmers defoult on
their fpans.

The Ministry of Plan Implementation
has now found that another reason why
credit schemes fall is buregucratic
fncompetence  with more than g trace
of corruption. A team of experts
Invited to Investigate the Credit Scheme
for sugar cane planting has observed
in a report put out by the Minlstry
that 'elementary precautions' to pre-
vent abuse were not taken.

Abuse took another, more famifiar
and deadler form. Loans were given
to wives, refatives and friends,

‘The Leftist*

The dull conformism of the state-
run media on the one hand and the
proliferation of ‘new’ Left groups
account for the plethora of papers
{weeklles, manthiies and now-and-then
newsheets) tobe found at the pews-
tonds. The latest tn English is *The
Leftist™, an organ of the LSSP (New
Leadership).

These papers ‘are read s avidly
as the UNP papers in the lost days
of the SLFP regime.

Letters

1971 & all that

To a serious political scientist
like Dr Carlo Fonseka the ques-
ticn of whether or not Dr Colvin
de Silya has the moral right to
maintain his thesis that the April
‘7l rising was a foredoomed ultra-
lefiist adventure is, no doubt, 2
matter of trivial importance. To
ordinary citizens like me, however,
it is a matter of the ulmost im=
portance since Dr de Silva is a
public figure who has for many
years publicly laid down what he
considers proper standards of con-
duct for other politicians to follow.

We remember that this same Dr
de Silva apd his LSSP while all
the while knowing (as we all did)
that the JVP was a party of ultra-
leftists, tried to deceive the coun-
try into believing that it was ultra-
rightist, ‘the criminal and Fascist
arm of the UNP', for entirely
self-serving reasons. We ordinary
folk like our leaders to be credis
ble; we demand decent standards
of public conduct; we do not
relish  being treated as gullible
fools.

Colombo 3. Costain de Vos

‘Bambaru Avith'

I was a late viewer of 'Bam-
baru Avith* and had by this time
heard and read & great deal about
it. 1t is quite definitely an  in-
teresting filtm well made in itz
stark realism and to this end well
served by excellent photography in
black and white. It will also he
well remembered for a trio of ex-
cellent cinematic porirayals of
whith te me at any rate Joe
Abeywikrema prevails over Malini
Fonseka and Vijaya Kumaratunga.
While Kumaratunga, 1 am sure
takes everybody by surprise. Abey-
wikrema and Fonseka are only doing
what cinemagoers have come 1o ex-
pect of them. But even by their own
high standards this was first class
and I continue to marvel at the
complete understanding and ease
with which Abeywikrema creates
each new reole he ondertakes. But
then he is an unusual actor and
that is his preatness.



But what concerns me more is
the euphoria that has besen gene-
rated by what is called the social
and political content of ‘Bambaru
Avith’. Some critics saw great rele-
vence in the conflict between An-
thony, the local exploiler, and Vic-
tor the intruder businessman as
though this was some profound
politico-economic question that had
to be seen to be understoed.
Unless one is prepared to extend
this parallel to include today's
struggle between the local business
entrepreneur and the multinational,

what is the social relevence of
this conflict. We surely do
not have to be told that

we are the meat in the
sandwich. At best anyway, it pre-

sents a pre-56 situalion where
the local big business supplanted
the foreizner and unless Pathiraja
iz saying that today the pendu-
lum has swung right back there
is nothing very wonderful about
that aspect of the film.

Whatever else Pathiraja may not
have sought to achicve he certain-
Iy succeeded in ridiculing the radi-
cal thinker and even when this lor-
lorn figure trled to say something
significant he was too far gone lo
be taken serlously. Some critics
even related this to the present
day political scene bul apast from
recognising this tragi-comic figure
as the proto-type of the romantic
university revolutionary of the late

40°'s and the early 50's, 1 saw
nothing else. Indzed Pathiraja is
fortumate in not having succumbed
to the tcmptation of dishingupa
‘note’ which many play producers
have fallen victim to. It is always
prudent if not wise to let the
audience speculatz as to the inten-
tion, but even specuiation eorthe.
orizing must be reasonable and
within limits without allowing pre-
judices to impede oue's judgement,
*Bumbaru Avith®is a film that deals
with human relationships and it is
very well done by a Director witha
sure hand. As for political content,
undertones or intonations I saw
none.

Sidat Sri Nandalochana
Colombo 4

Cryptic Crossword No. 3

by Stripex

Across CLUES

1. Overstate for maximum advantage (4,3.4,2,2)
BOAC's parachutes designed o ensure freedom of

movement (6§,6,3)

9. Friend leaves king®s residenee, gets the top card in the

pack (5,3}

10. .. at the base of Pompey™s <~ {(Julius Caesar} {8)

12. Belect 2 man : he could be off his rocker (6,4)

15. Rembrandt’s famous picturs is reversed for service (5,5)
1B. Headgear worn in most urban areas {6}

19. Ancieat room: you could get cold at it (3,5}

20. In this respect or otherwise now is used for then (8,7)

21. Dught to take broken earring to the women's libber:that™s

part of the drill (11,4}
Down
Garment for that Singapore gitl (8

oW

in the book {4,6)

P B

Shrove Toesday, perhaps (5+3)

bas been forbidden (2,3,3.3)

& Two with richer dish for the weird sisters (6,7}
11. Where Caesar’s spirit had a rendez-vous with Broatus (2,8)

13. Commences {6,2)

14.  What everybody®s in search of these days (5.3)

16, Obviously oot the curate’s (3,3)

17. It's here the cockney tells you the part of the Empress of
Blandings which js not convertible to a glossy coin bag(3,3)

Drags when they in France follow rising Art. (6)
Some reach creditable standard for every right-hand entry

. Authentic count and that's no fib {4.4)

Teaches tot to eat but could be what the obnoxious brat

Solution to Cryptic Crossword No. 2

ACROSS— 8 Managers 9. A pearl 10, Ogg 11. Helpmeet

12. Impact 13, Private practice

15. Spirits

18, Spudded 21. Company promoter 24. Lapula

DOWN —

7. Tricycle

25, Cheess it 26. Rai 27, Depend 28, Extremes

1. Carser 2. Karpov 3. Decent standards
4, Isotope -5. Magical property 6 Respited

14. Ici
19. Dot 20. Species 220 Quster

16. Profaned 17. Rapturcs

23. Exiles.



j News bé&éroqqd

‘Internationalising’ the Tamil issue

t was a stunt but what a stunt!

Grabbing a platform is an old
weapon in  the propagandist's
armpury. To seize the rostrum of
the United WNations  General
Assembly  just  before the dis-
tinguished  Foreign Minister of
Sri Lanka and thus address the
world even for & minute is an
agit-prop dream come true. Mr,
Vaikunthavasan did it. The wire
services did the rest. His caper
in the world’s most august
assembly (or glass menagerie, as
cynics would have it) is surely
a tribule to Sri Lankan (Eelam?)
ingenuvity and daring?

It is of course the most specta-
cular exercise in a conecerted
campaign by Tamil expairiates to
‘internationalise' the Tamil issupe.
Mr. Hameed was right in not
losing his cool but the govern-
ment would be foolish net to
miss the significance of 1his
sensationsl incident.

Two news reports in the *SIFN
indicate that the government has
awakened to the importance of
doing something on a problem
that the previous regime was only
dimly aware of or, inspite of

many dramatic reminders, took
rather lightly.

Londen is the centre. But the
long arm of ‘Eelam' is now
reaching  out fo the Us

Canada, Alfrica, Australia, India
and some parts of South East

Asia; in fact, to  wherever thers
is a sizeable Tamil community,
Post-1958 exodus of Tamil acade-
mics, civil servants and  pro-
fessionals created the conditions
for this movement. It is 20 years
since then, And it is the new
peneration that has organised this
campaign, collecting funds (often
like 'kappan”) using moral black-
muiil where honest and friendly
persuasion fails, publishing book-
lets and leaflets, holding mestings,
organising press conferences, and
making contacts with opinion -
makers {mostly journalists  and
politicians) in various countries.

The well-organised ‘stunt® is
the other technique. Publicity is
the chief objective, The best of
these was the two-wave ‘attack’
at the Sri Lanka-Australia 55-
over ‘Test’ in Britain three years
ago. When British bobbies carried
away the first batch of youths
who sat on the turf and held up
play, the new group rushed in
from another corner of the field
three overs later. The TV cameras
promptly ‘took’ the scene, and
Fleet Street put the picture on
the front page. Placards at the
airport or a ‘demo’ before the
Embassy are standard devices used
by expatriate protest groups,

Here in Colombe, pamphlets
were thrust into the hotel rooms
of foreign delegates to an inter-
national parliamentary conference.

tarnings from rubber.
Trupees in foreign exchange,

of Planlation

picture.

mthetics has been blunted.
the world macket.
synthetics,
by next vear.

Rubber Leeps _bnuncing

ln the first gix month of 1978, Sri Lanka has

In 1977 rubber brought in 973 millieq
In the same six monthe Sri
¢aporis fotal 78,000 tons — 8,000 ftons more than in the whole of 1977,

Quaoting thess figures, Mr. R. B. Weerakoon, Secretary of the Minjstry
Industries who recently presided over a conference  of
Rubber Prod.cing Nations hers in Colombo, predicts a fairly rosy

Evidenily the attack on natural rubber in the world market by
. Synthetics accounted for nearly 65% of i
The rise inoil pricts have alfected the oil-based
Recently, the Saudi Oil minister urged another 537 increase

All this, according to official sources, is good mews for Sri Lanka.
Malayasia, Indonesia and Thailand-

topped her 1977
Lanka's

Wiith its penchant for the sen-
sational and, among the more
‘liberal® sectioms, its sympathy
for '‘minority causes’, the western
press 18 a receptive audience.

It will be interesting to see how
the Foreign Ministry and the new
Information boss plan a counter-
campaign. Will the time come
when Eelam's long arm reaches
out to an airplane on an inter-
national Flight?

LSSP on Tamil
rights

The LSSP (New Leadership)
recognises the right of the
Tamil people to self-derermi-
nation and undertakes to fight
for the recognition of that right
among the Sichala people, says
Dr. Kumar David, a member of
the party's polituro. Adverting
to & report in the “Lanka Guar-
dian® (October Ist), Dr. David
explains the (Mew) LSSP's posi-
Lion:

“Firstly we call upon the-Tamil
people to joinin as a component
part of the country’s oppressed
classes and communities in a
united struggle against the capita-
list state. In so doing we invite
them to advance the slogans
pertaining to their own specific
oppression, to advance within the
framework of their own organi-
sations, il they so wish, and tg
coordinate their tactics in some
form of united front action with
the working class.

*“Secondly. Asa party we recog-
nise the right of the Tamil people
to self-determination  including
their right to secede or not to
secede at their * discretion, We
undertake to fight for the recogni-
tion of this right among the
Sinhala people, which after all,
is where the fight on this issye
is being bogped by other leftists
both “*mew™ and *<old™.

(Continued on page 24)



Unions in agonizing re-appraisal

ne Joint Action €ommittee of

the 17 trade unions which
called off the Ssptember 28th
strike will meet for the second

time tomorrow October 16th, This
meeting which has been summoned
by the convenor, Mr. L. W.
Pandita, will continue the talks
that were held early last week.
The jdea is to issue a general
statement on how and why the
strike was called off, to protest
against proposed legislation (Con-
tract of Employment Bill) and to
mobilise working class opinion for
the next move.,

Meanwhile, these unions will
jointly write to the ILO and to
trade union organisations through-
put the world on what they describe
as the suppression of trade union
rights.

The Ceylon Federation of Labour
has already submitted a lengthy
complaint to the ILO. The letter
accompanying the complaint on
cyiplation of the feeedom of
association and Right to Organise,
Convention 37" states:

«The Government of Sri Lanka
which came to power in 1977 in
a general clection set about its
task of attempting to demolish
the trade union movement of this
country through: {a) legislation
designed to establish a Free Trade
Zone in this country (b) legizlation
as would change the employment
relation of workmen.

“The trade union movement
fought these measures along with
the assistance of international
labour organisations.

“The Sri Lanka Government is
at present attempting to suppress
trade union rights through
administrative action. The comp-
laint to the I.L.O. relates to
these actions.

«¥ou will note in cur complaint
the reference to a proposed one
day strike scheduled for the 23th
of September 1978. We have
included in the complaint the
administrative action faken by the
Government in the state sector,
We have toadd that in ihe days
that followed the Government

4

insisted that (he private sector
employer too should treat all
gtrikers as persons who have
vacated employment.

“The complaint, we believe, will
give you sufficient information on
the immediate situation in  Sri

Shan hails

lbania, asmell socialist country

in the Balkans, is a strange
phenomenon in contemporary his-
tory. Since it denounced Khrush-
chev, it remained China’s steadlast
ally in the Sino-Soviet idcological
struggle, condemning both US im-
perialism and Soviet revisonism
with equal vehemence. Today it
brands the Chinese leadership as
‘traitors’ and the ‘running dogs of
US imperialism®, and ridicules the
"Three Worlds theory' as un-bar-
xist. As a result, it has a small,
but growing, band of Marxist admi-
rers in odd corners of the world.

October 16th is the 70th birthday
of Enver Hoxha, the man who has
led Albenia in itz modern history.
Me. N. Sanmugathasan, General
Secretary of the Ceylon Communist
Party. has sent these greetings to

the First Secretary of the Party of

Labour of Albania on the gccasion
of his birthday.

“Under your leadership, ths Party
of Labour of Albania was the first
to raise its voice against Khrushehe-
vite modern revisionism at  the
Bucharest conference in 1960. Like-
wise, it was the Party of Labour
of Albania, with you at its head,
that was the first to expose at your
7th. Party Congress and in the now
famens article of T.7.1977 in Zeri
Populit entitled “*“The Theory and
Practice of Revolution" the opper-
tunism of the Theory of the Three
Worlds spawned by the present
leadership of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party.

1}e have Jearnt with sorrow and
indignation the action of the Chi-
nese government in stopping all

Lanka. We shall be grateful for
the publicity you can give 10 this
situation because the Sri Lanka
Government, in its anxiely to
altract foreign investmenl to the
proposed Free Trade Zome, s
likely to continue with its policies
of working class repression.’”’

Hoxha

economic and military aid to Alba-
nia and thereby altempting to
disrupt the economy and se¢curity
of the People's Socialist Republic
of Albenia. Its leaders are doing
this at a time when they are rushing
econmomic and military aid to one
of the most notoriously reactionary
rilers of Africa, Mobutu; and are
hobnobbing with gr=at ceremony
with the arch regenade from comm-
unism, Yugoslavia’s Tito and one
of the world®s most virulent anti-
communists, the Shah of Iran —
not to speak of Japan's monopoly
ruling class and the semi-fascist
dictators of South-East Asia.

“Cur Party has vehemently con-
demned the unilateral action of the
Chinese government in stopping all
econcmic and mliitary aid to Peo-
ples' Albania and has declared our
complete solidarity with tiny but
brave Albania. We have no doubt
that, relying on its own strength
and led by a bold and truly Marx-
ist— Leninist Party which has been
steeled in similar struggles earlier
against the Khrushehovite modern
revisionists, Socialist Albania will
overcome all difficulties and conti-
nue its tricmphant march towards
the construction of socialism in
Albania.

“Tt is not accidental that one of
the first acts of Khrushchev, when
he betrayed Marxism-Leninism and
embarked on the treacherous path
of modern revisionism, was fo cut
off all economic and military aid
toa Albania. China, then, correctly
condemned this. Buot, today its
leaders are following in the [ootsteps
of Khrushehev.”



| International news

Pakistan

New war on an old front

kistan's strong-man General

Zia who came to restore
democracy but siayed long enough
to pgrab the  presidential gadi
may soon face a new war on
an old front—Baluchistan.

This least populated and most
backward of Pakistan’s provinces
has suffered long years of wilful
neglect by the centre.  Political
power, whether civilian or army,
is firmly sourced in the more
thickly populated and relatively
developed areas of the Punjab
and Sind. With access to the
gea and rich in  natural gas,
Baluchistan 15 framed by a
sirategically important  triangle
linking Iran, Pakistan and Afgha-
nistan.

With the North West Frontier,
Baluchistan wag a British “buflfer’
protecling  India. Pakistan, the
new nation, has prievously failed
to achieve the integration  of
these two provinces by respon-
ding to the aspirations of the
Pathans and the Baluchis and their
sense of national identity.” Feelings
of domination and discrimination
along with irredentist impuolses
have nourished separatist demands
and open rebellion. Though the
Baluchis number only 2 million
in Baluchistan itsell, they count
another ten million or maore in
neighbouring  Iran and Afgha-
nistan,

The Bhutto regime made =z
mockery of its own declared
policy of ‘regional autonomy’
when these two provinces voted
overwhelmingly for Opposition
parties. Assemhblies were dissolv-
ed, prominent opponents lockad
up, and PPP stooges became
Islamabad’s satraps.

In 1973, Mr. Bhutto sent in
several divisions of the Pakistani
army to crush what he called
a youth insurgency instigated by
the and encouraged by

un-named foreign powers. The

tribal chiefs he eclaimed were
resisting  social  reform  and
modernisation.

According to  Baluchi sources,
the armed Fforces killed over

5000 tribesmen and youths. They
claim to have accounted for a
few thousand soldiers. But when
the fire-power proved too strong
the ftribesmen and  the youth
activists took the predictable path
turning into guerilla bands they
toeok to the mountains, And
there they still remain,

Releasing leading Baluchi politi-
cians like Mr. Bizenjo the former
governor and Sardar Buksh Marri
of the large Marri tribe, General
Zia did make apn early attempt
to de-fusze the Baluchi revolt
The trouble is still simmering and
recently Sher Mobammed Marri
a guerilla leader told Richard
Wigg of the ‘'7imes’, London,

'PAKISTAN: Provinces

that armed struggle for self-deter-
mination will break out soon.
The widespread disturbances in
[ran and un<asy relations between
Pakistan and the npew Kabul
regime mnow make Islamabad
extremely nervous.

Mr, Sher Mohammed Marri
says: “The contradictions between
the Baluchi patienal interests and
those of the Pakistani slate are

more acute today than in 1972,
There has been no chapge. We
continue to be  treated as
twentieth  century slaves. Each
province must be recognised as
comprising a nationality and

Pakistun must be a federation if
it is not to disinteprate™.

The Sardar also adopts an
increasingly defiant line. *“When
we talked of provineial sutonomy
we wore denounced as agents of
India, Russia or Afghanistan ..
Now that kind of autonomy is behind
schedule...no rights, only a perma-
nent emergency or martial law™.




Nicaraguan civil war draws others into cauldron

by James Nelson Goodsell
(The Christian Science Monitor)

Thc Micaraguan civil war ap-
pears to be escalating — and
Fuu!d well beecome a broader con-
lict,

Already there is evidenes that
other hemisphere countries are
helping either the embattled For-
ces of Nicaraguan dictator Anasta-
sic Somoza Debayle or his oppo-
nents.

Although some details remained
unclear at this writing, there were
these devclopments.

& Venczuelan Air Force units
appeared to be providing cover
for rebzl columns that cross back
and forth over the Nicaraguan-
Costa Rican border.

@ Costa Rica was accusing
Nicaraguan troops of crossing the
border in pursuit of guerrillas-but
the Costa Ricans also were pro-
viding a haven for the guerrillas.

Somoza named
‘war criminal’

The main Cpposition groop,
the FAOQ, which consisty of 13
partles and three major trade
unions, have poblicly accosed
General Anastasio Somoza of
genocide against the clvilian

population of & MNicaraguan fowns
““ld,'. nranded him a ‘war crimi-
nal®.

Leading clergymen, ipclu-
ding the Archbishop of Managua,
have added thelr respected voices
to the rising chorus of worldwide

est, Spokesmen of the Catho-

¢ Charch have fornished evi-
dence of atrocities commitied by
the National Goard under the
direct command of General Somo-
za's son. The victims include
teepagers. Amnother influential
protester is one of Nicaragua's
top Etusinessmen, Senor Manuel
Toress, President of the National
Development Institete,

Meanwhile, the deputy head
of Nicarapua’s UN mission, Am-
bassador Eprique Pagpaga, told
the U. N. Correspondents’ Club
#] denounce the kidnapping,
murder and forture of hondreds
of Nicarapuan farmers apd count-
less other Yictims of the Somoza
dictatorshlp™. Ambassador Pag-
mapa who is alternate permanent
representative resigned his post
after his press conference.

® Costa Rica and Vepezuela
signed n muteal defense agree-
ment because *‘the present silua-
tion is giving rise to hostile acts
jeopardizing Costa Rica’s sovere-
ipoty .. ."

® Honduras has offered assis-
tance to General Somoza, and
Guatemala, according o some
reports, has supplied arms to the
pro-Semoza Nicaraguan National
Guard.

These reports are fraught with
troublesome implications both for
the U, S. and for peace and
stability in the hemisphere.

If the Guatemalan Arms came
originally from the United States,
as some observers of the situation
suggest this might viclate terms
of agreements, between the two
countries, and the Carter admini-
strafion has asked the Guatemalans
for information on the matter.

Otherwise, U, 5. strategists are
watching developments in Nicara-
gua as closely as they can at a
time when the Carter adminis-
tration is preoccupied  with the
Middle East.

Hundreds were killed in the
clash, although the exact total is

Church is State in

his month, the Latin Ameri-

can Episcopal Conference meets
at Puebla, Mexico. The <con-
ference will be presented with a
strongly worded document on
Governmental oppression, drafted
by the 320 - strong National
Congress of Brazilian Bishops.
Since Brazil is the world’s most
popular Reman Catholic nation
af.er Ttaly and the USA, and
since it has the worlds third
largest church this document is
considered to of paramount
importance within the Catholic
Church especially in the Third
World.

Speaking to Western newsmen,
Brazilian church sources disclosed
that the document states among
other things that “‘oppression is
gevere in the developing count-
ries. Tha idea that industriali-
Zation apd material progress

not known. Charges of extreme
brutality bave been levaled against
the guard — a factor that is bound
to add mew weight to the oppo-
sition to the Somoza dictatorship.

Although the guerrillas lost the
battle the evidence sugpests they
were not crushed — and that large
groups of them simply faded into
the countryside to regroup and
come back for another contest.

Analysts of the fighting in
Manegua, the capital, and in
Washington thiok General Somoza
may be able to stave off the
immediate collapse of his rule but
that the guerrillas are paining
sirength almost daily as they at-
tract new adherents to  their
cause,

General Somoza had the C[ire-
power to defeat the guerrillas in
the field, but more and more the
struggle takes on the appearance
of a war between the overwhelming
majority of Nicaraguans and the
dictatorship they oppose.

In the long run, such a contest,
in the opinion of observers, is bound
to go in favour of the opposition.
But in the process it may well
tear apart the small Central Ame-
rican country.

Latin America

alone will solve social problems
is nonsense. This very process
in Latin Amrca has brought
wealth to the few and misery
to the masscs... The state should
not be synooymous with the
nation. The excessive preoccupa-
tion with state security in Brazil
has seriously underminsd the
security of the individual and
threatened all basic human rights.”

Meanwhile last month Brazilion
bishop Don Helder Camara said
in an interview with a leading
Brazilion magazine that the
Pusbia conference should  give
advice “on the problems that
have emerged or been aggravat-
ed in the past ten years such
as the everstronger doctrine of
national security’ and the growing
strength and oppression of the
multinationals".
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Will Sadat
Kowaiti newspaper reported

A Iast  week that President
Sadat had been tipped off by a
foreign intelligence service of an
armed forces plot 1o oust him

in the wake of mounting anti-
Sadat feeling throupghout  the
Arab  world.  Afrer the rude

removal of War Minister Gamassi
and his Chiel of Staff (later
re-appointed as military advisers
to the President) rumours about
seething discontent in the army
and dissension in the upper
echelons have been rife. An
early warning came when General
Shazli, the 1973 war hero, quit
in disgust and went into self-
enforced exile to accuse Sadat of
betraying the Arab cause. What
western  correspondents  openly
described as a rigged referendum
(99% wvole)} some months ago and
cheering crowds after his return
from Tamp David have not
dispelled doubts about the stability
of the Sadat regime.

Now the pressure comea from
cutside, Despite some differences
between them, the PLO has taken
a firm stand along with the four
Arab states which belong to the
Rejection Front. It was Sadat's

failure to *“deliver” the PLO or
a sireable section .of it to
Washington and  TIsrael which

created the gap between the two
“framework agreements” signed
at Camp David, This made it
patently clear that Egypt was
willing to sign a peace treaty

go it alone?
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with Tsrael without firm guaran-
tees on the West Bank and Gaza
and a foture Palestinian state.

The pressure on Egypt (and
its sense of isolation) widened
when the Arab militants of the
Rejection  Front were  helped in
their propaganda drive by a
larger group of moderates.

The initiative to summon an
Arab summit in order to dissuade
Egypt from signing apeace treaty
came  surprisingly enough from
[raq, a hardline Arab state. Traq
has never accepted any  of the
key UN resolutions on the Middle
East, including resolution 242

lopment (OECD) which groups
world’s most

an  average ecomomic growth
According to the latest
OECD forecasts that
months will be 3}%. This js

averaga annual growth

OECD prowth rate.

COMECON outstrips OECD

The Orpganization of Economic Co-operation and Deve-

economically developed capitalist countrigs
(led by the USA, Western Europe and Japan) maintained
! rate of 34% this vear too.
I1ssue  of
its annual

far
rate needed to hold unemployment
Satter writing in The Financia! Times {London) says the
rate of the COMECON countrieg
over the last year has been 6.4%. This is almost double the

together twenty-four of the

‘Economic Outlook’, the
growth for the next 12
below the 44% growth
steady. Meanwhile David

But it has g
pute with
by a rival faction of the Baathist

long-standing dis-
Syria which is ruled

movement. Yet, President Assad,
did welcome the Iragi move
which the Iragi News Agency
claims has the support of 13
othar Arab countries.

In this list are Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait and the oil-rich Guif
stales, the pay-boyz of the Arab
world.  After the 1973 war, they
sponsored an aid-Epypt consortium
and are well placed to appreciate
Egypt's grave economic troubles,
one of the major causes of the
about-face in Egyptian foreign
palicy, The Iragis have
proposed a  multi-bitlion dollar
aid program to Egypt, the carrot
which the moderates dangle while
the rejectionists use the pro-
paganda big stick.

Greally embarrassed by Arab
accusations of selling the Pales-
tinians down the canal, Egypt
now says that it will insist on
the linkage between the two
agreements. But Mr, Begin, who
was jeered in the Knesset, will
have none of it. Can Carter do
what Begin won't and  Sadat
must, if he is to stop the
growing isolation of Egypt?



Booklet debunks myth about

race and IQ

hirty thousand copies of a

15-page booklet aimed at
“debunking the myths about rage
and inielligence are being distri-
buted by the National Union of
Teachers to its members through-
cut Britain,

The guide has been written for
the union by Professor Steven
Rose, professor of biology at the
Qpen University and  director of
the university’'s brain research
group, and Mr. Kenneth Richard-
son, leciurer in psychelogy at
the university, who i also a
member of the research group.
The booklet was compiled after
consultation with teachers and
other authorities in the Ffield.

The authors say that the word
“race'’ has very linle, if any-
thing, to do with biology: that
more than 94 per cent of all
genetic  differences between  in-
dividuals are found within g
given race rather than between
races; that intelligence tests may
help to predict a child's perfor-
mance in school but say nothing
about his fixed biological poten-
tial; and that it iz not ecientifi-
cally meaningful to divide a
child's performance into genetic
or environmental components.

News briefs

The booklct's basic message for
teachers is, in other words, that
there is no direct relationship
between the colour of a child’s
skin and his. mental ability.
Teachers should therefore be
careflul not Lo try to explain the
low achievement of many black
children on the basis of their low

10Q.

Numerous studies have shown,

on the other haund, that the
teacher's expeciations have &
significant effect on a chiid's
performance,

Mr. Fred Jarvis, peneral secre-
tary of the National Union of
Teachers, said that the booklet
did a valuable job in debunking
myths and clarifying  issues on
a very complex and sensitive

I55UE,

The union was opposed not
only 1o racial discrimination, but
also to racialist ideas, which
could be even mors pernicious
in their effect. They could feed
back into education, poisoning
relations  within  schools  and
affecting the teachers’ assessment
of human potential and ability.

**There it a need for the lea-
ching profession to speak out
on this subject"’, he said.

McNamara’s prophecy

Y the year 2000, 600 million
people will live in ‘*absolute
poverty’. The grim prediction
comes from the World Bank boss
Mr. Robert McMNamara, last week's
distinguished visitor to the country.

Unless the affluent industrialised
nations chaoge their trade policies
and expand concessionary aid the
poor countries cannot hope to
achieve even modest growth rates.
Even if such rates are reached,
millions will go hungry. Mr. McNa-
mara was specially severe on the
U. 8., West Germany and Japan.
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Political prisoners
Bangkak.

WHEN Amnesty International al-
leged that there were 3000 pri-
soners held without trial in Thai-
land, the Thai government issued
a strong denial. Later n Foreign
Ministry source placed the figure
at 20, with 19 awaiting trial.

Now, an official of the Correc-
tions Department has disclosed
that there are 500 poelitical pri-
poners held on the orders of the
Maticnal Reform Council, the

(Comtinved on page 24)
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. Anniversary

Tissa Balasuriya

S. W. R. D.

mong those who have most

influenced the modern history
of our country is 5.W.R.D. Banda-
ranaike. Some would regard his
contribution as most  valuable,
while others would tend to see
in him the cause of quite a few
of our problems, We arc perhaps
still too close to his times to be
able to evaluate his life with that
objectivity which distance might
permit.

Everybody knows of his heri-
tage by birth as the only son of
the Maha Mudaliyar, Sir Solomon
Dias Bandaranaike. Thus we hava
S.W.R.D. — Solomon West Ridge-
wiy Dias Bandaranaike — symbo-
lising the combination of British
powsr and local loyaly.

If the son accepted this heritage
he could have lived in comflort
and ease and might have been
eventually knighted by the British
Crown and duly respected as the
squire of Horagolla. But from an
early age he had to choose between
the development of his own per-
sonality and a comfortable ivory
tower segregalion from the rest
of the youth. *“At the cost of
my happinzss, 1 preserved my
ersonality’” he wrote in his “Caon-
essions of a schoolboy,”

S.W.R.D. realized that the sys-

tem of Colonial power and
administration which his  father
symbolized was noe longer in

accord with the aspirationz and
expeciations of the people of this
country., He had therefore no
hesitation in identifying himself
with their nationalist aspirations.
While belonging to the fairly
wide based Ceylon National Cong-
ress he founded the Sinhala Maha
Sabha to foster the special interests
of the Sinhala people. At this
stnge he remarked that the Sinhala
people  were  deeply divided,
specially Low Country and Kan-
dyan and by caste and religion.
His view was that the unity of
the Sinhala péople was to be a
means fto the larger unity of

Bandaranaike

communities within the couniry,
This activity gave him an insight
into the problems of race, religion.
language and culture that were
to shape future policies sponsor-

ed by him.

By 1951 he had come to the
end of the road in his colla-
boration with the then ruling

United National Party under D.
S. Senanayake. He faced another
important turning point in his
personal life and public  career.
He bad againto choose between
what he called “the easy path
of place and position and 1he
harder road of what | conceived
to be my duty to the people of
my couniry”, He chose to resign
from the Cabinet and the ruling
parly and go into opposition as
the leader of the §ri Lanka
Freedem Party, He explained
his reasons for doing so in one
of his more famous specches in
parliament,

“It may be true that from the
tourist point of view Ceylon is
a2 pleasanter land than = most
olher countries of South-East
Asia; but from the point of view
of the people of the country,
there is a pgrowing sense of
frustration and disappointment,
There does not appear to me to
be any important change in the
fundamental line of thinking and
acling that we pursued for the

last 25 years under colonia] rule.

In a free country, particularly in
the context of world affairs
today, this, in my view, is most
unsatisfactory and even tragic™.

From July 1951 to April 1956
he was in the Opposition. Some
thought he resigned in pique
due to ambitions of succession
being thwarted; others perceived
in him an  alternative approach
to the roling policies. In any
case he was closer to the people
during this period, though many
believed he had foolishly burnt
his boats and gone inlo the
political wilderness.

From a radio ialk on the SLEC
on Seprember 26, 1978, rhe TG,
anniversary of the deatkof 5.W.R.D.
Bandaranaike,

These prophets were proved
wrong in 1956. Once again 8.
W. R. D. had shown himself
to bz in tune with 1he feelings
of the wast mass of people in
Sri Lanka. Political Indepen-
dence had been gained, but there
had been no eother significant
change of direction. Social stryu-
clure was still one of privilege
and oppression and economically,
there was an attempt to break
out of the colonial system. It
was the feeling of * frustration
engendered by this situation ihat
5. W. R, D, felt and moved
with,

He allowed the pent up fee-
lings and aspirations of a suppres-
sed people to come up to the
polished surface, Making Sinhala
_instead of English, the official
language of the country gave
greater opporlunity to the common
man, specially in dealing with
the public officials. It furthered
and hastened the revival of the
Sinbala language and culture.

His recognition of the place to
be given to Buddhism as the
religion of the majority of the
people in the country was much
less a cause of troubles. He
accepted in general the recommena-
tiong of the Buddhist Commission
of 1955 but tempered their imple-
mentation with a concern for
_other faiths,

His option in favour of the
common people expressed jtself
also in terms of a more socia-
listic economic policy. He made
an important  ipnovation by
nationalizing the bus services
which were before that a means
by which unscruplous bus magnates
exploited the travellers, The
Paddy Tands Act and the
-establishment of the Employees
Provident Fund and of Labour
Tribunals were schemes in favour
of the peasants and workers.



He was an enthusiastic promoter
of village and town local govern-
ment, of equality of opportunity
in education, of economic plan-
ning of an expanding public
seclor, of progressive taxation, of
workers and irade union rights,
of setiling the Indian residents
and migrants problem on a long
term basis and of constitwtional
reforms including the guaranteeing
of fundamental rights of the
people He fostered education in
the mother tongue; the pirivena
universities, the Ayurvedic system
of medicine and an oriental
simplicity in values and life style.
He banned racing, He  helped
arrest the prowing wurbanization
and Westernization of the couatry
by an accent on the resilience of
the cultural, relipious and special
values of the mass of the people,
specially in the villages.

His political strategy of alliance
or ¢lectoral no-contest pact with
the more radical left  groups
opened the way for the Marxist
partics to make a direct contri-
bution to povernmentzl policies.
In this too he was an innovator,
even though at the same time
some  conservative people dis-
approved of this step.

In foreign policy, Mr. Bandara-
naike lajd down the broad
orientations which the country has
hitherte followed. Though Ceylon
became Independent in 1948, the
foreign policy of the cduntry was
definitely pro-Western and anti-
socialist till 1956. Mr. Bandara-
naike articulated the policy of
effective neutrality and non-
alignment in the East - West cold
war. He got the British forces
to withdraw from Trincomalee
thus dissociating Ceylon from a
military alliance with Britain. He
recognized the socialist govern-
ments of Eastern Europe and
People's China thereby opening a
new era of friendship with all
countries. He was prepared to
begin state eplerprises with the
support of socialist  countries,
Along with Jawaharlal Nehru ha
was a forerunner of a policy
which later blossomed into the
movement of nonaligned countries,

The personality of Mr. Bandara-
naike was one which ftried to
understand the conflicting issues
and reconcile them in a harmony
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that was in favour of the less
disadvantaged and oppressed.
He had an innate concern for the
weak, almost toa point of weakness.

He was an intellectual in poli-
tics, one who constantly kept
abreast of world trends and had
a philesophical approach to both
local and international problems.

Sri Lanka is fortunate in having
had a persomality like 5. W. R.
D. Bandaranaike who could
provide s democratic alterpative
with a greater accent on social
justice, Without such an alter-
native we might have fallen a
prey to one or other of the
totalitarian extremes that prevail
today in the world. Because of
him the common person is more
conscigus of his rights as a
human being.

He is now part of our pational
heritage. All  major political
parties have, eaplicilly or impl-
citly, acceplted rmany of his
policies, and inherited also some
of the problems consequent on
the mass wupsurge and cultural
renaissance thathe helped engender.
All the country's religions have
had to respond to the challenges
that his life options furthered:
such as the revival of Buddhism,
the respect for all - religions,
dialogue with Marzism and the
practical search for social justice
with political fre¢dom and econo-
mic development.

Nearly twe decades after his
death we can see that om most
issuss he was on the side of the
future, of history and of humanity,
specially the oppressed; even
though in the practical execution
of his policies he had to face
severe trials and limitations. In
this senss we can understand his
dictum “rivers don’t flow back-

wards'”” Fundamentally, it might
be sgaid, that he maintained
through =2 troubled and muoch

controverted life a basis of fidelity
to his inner inspiration and
primacy option which he bas
thus described.
“From a very early age T
felt stropgly within me the
urge to serve the people of
my country to the best of
my ability, an wurge which
almost amounted to a feeling
of dedijcation.”
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| Politics

Chintaka

The JVP’s

Nikita Krushchev's speech to
the 20th Congress of the
CPSU in 1956, it is said, was
Leon Trotsky's great revenge.
Indeed the past 2} decades, which
(as Samir Amin rightly concluded
in the 25th anniversary issue of
the AMonthiy Review, have proved
the continuing sterility of Trots-
kyism, has simultaneously  and
Paradoxically witnessed a  revival
of the world Trotskyite mave-
ment. An understanding of this
irony of history, and more perti-
nently, the J.V.Ps conversion to
Trotskyism, after 1971 hinges on
an undesstanding of the post-1956
crisis in the world communist
movement,

Over a decade after the Great
Debate of the 1960's it is hard
1o escape the conclusion that it
was sontething of a non-event.
Cerlainly, the Chinese and Alba-
nian parties’ critique of the CPSU"s
revisionism did defend  certain
basic tenets of Leninism against
the Krushchevite distortions, Yet,
time has shown that this alone
could not and did not Fulfil the
crying need of the world revoly-
tionary movement at that econ-
juncture. Neither of the protago-
nists made a correct analysis of
the central phenomenon of nea-
colonialism. The Moscow Dacla-
rations of 1957 and 1960, taken
together with the **Open Polemics™,
show that neo-colonialism was
wrongly perceived as s mere dis-
Buise, a mere shift in tactics of
old colonialism entailed (je. capi-
talist development in the periphery,
enabling it to become the dominant
meode of proeduction) the national
bourgeoisie becoming the ruling
class, being subject to the process
of compradore fication and enter-
ing inte symbiotic depandence
with  imperialism; rapid class
differentiation in the peripheral
societies; etc. Both the directly
Leninist lineage of Stalin as well
as the very dimensions of the
role he had to assume in conten.
ding with imperialism on a world
scale provided him and the Comin-
form with the Lkind of global

perspeciive  that was necessary
for an understanding of imperia-
lism's new alliance with the
national  bourgeoisies and the
changing character of this class,
in the post World War 11 period.
His death in 1953 however cut
short the on-going process of
this analysis.

The Chinese and Albanian par-
ties, lacking this truly globual
responsibility and  perspective,
merely generalized and tried to
apply on a world scale the
specific experience of their reg.
pective  Revolutions, Thus, the
thesis of  “carrying through the
National Democratic Revolution
to completion' was accepred by
both the leading parties and, in
varying degrees by the entire
world communist movement. The
dominant ideclogy emanating from
both centres of the world commue
nist movement in the post 1956
period to dale remaing right
revisionist in essential character,
The Cuban Revolution, taking
place as it did in a peripheral,
but non-colonial context apd
rapidly assuming a socialist chae
racier, posed the first threat to
this dominant ideology —as did the
series of revolutionary struggles
it fuelled in Latin America. These
tlruggles, as well as the Tricon-
tinental and more importantly
the CLAS Conference in 1967
adopted a stance which was not
only anti-imperialist, but of
nhecessity, anti-capitalist too. How-
ever, the de-emphasis of the role
of vanguard party and the conse-
quent inadequacy of vitally necess-
ary ‘social accumulation among
the proletariat,” coupled with ap
over emphasis on military tech-
nique, spelled disaster for these
successive waves of armed struggle,
As a whole peneration of Latin
American  revolutionaries  was
buried, their implicit cry  of
challenge to the dominant” revi-
sionistic ideology of the world
communist Mmovement was also
muted. The post 1968 shift fn
Cuba’s foreign policy away from
social revolution and towards

conversion to Trotskyism

national Jiberation slruggles was
a consequence of these defears.

However the battls cry  of
socislist revolution reached rECEp-
tive ears in this other tropical

island half-way across the globe,
The endogenous contradictions of
the capitalist mode of production -
are compounded by the feature
of dependence as far as the peri-
pheral economies are concerned,
and the mid 1960’s saw econo-
mic crisis gripping Sri  Lanka.
The heightening of the pheno-
menon of  unequal exchange in
trade was revealed in the Balance
of Payment problem assuming
major proportions, while successjve
government exercise of its e¢lgss-
determined option  of increased
external borrowing, easnared the
national economy inextricably in
the debt-trap, On the advice of
the World Bank, IMF and other
nec-colonialist agencies, the men-
dicant bourgeoisie of Sri Lanka
began stripping away layers of the
social welfarism that had cushioned
the masses to an extent and pro-
vided the scaffolding  far  the
country’s highly ‘*successful’ bour-
geois - parliamentary system.

The social class to be hardest
hit, in terms of ‘relative depriva-
tion® was the petly  bourgeoisie,
which saw a rapid fall in its
living standards, while spiralling
unemployment blocked the fairly
free upward social mobility it had
enjoyed in the wake of the 1956
Bandaranaike  populist reforms
(which in turn, were made possible
by the economic boom conditions).
Sections of the petty bourgeoisie
was most acule io the latter areas
where the problem was accentua-
ted by the marginalisation caused
by the ‘Green Revolution® which
réached Sri Lanka’s rural areas
in the mid 1960°s under the auspi=
cies of neo-colonialist agencies,
{thus paralleling developments in
many other ‘3rd world’ countries
such as Mexico, Philippines,
Thailand and India). Greatly
reduced infant mortality due to
the expansion of social welfare
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accorded youth an overwhelmingly
pre-dominant place in the country’s
population struciure thus leading
an added {(generational) dimension
to the secial strains and stresses.

The petit bourgeois  youth,
especially in the rural areas, caught
up in the vortex of the crisis of
capitalism on a national and
internaticnal level, could yndoubt-
edly have been a vitally impor-
tant -wslly of the Sri Lankan
proletariat, had not the parties
of the working class been so
hopelessly enmeshed in reformism
and engaged in tailing abjectly
behind the bourgeois SLFP. The
revolutionary  alternative to the
Old Left was provided at the time
by thz Maoist Ceylon Commuo-
nist Party of Mr. N. Shanmugatha-
san whose mechanistic, Sino-centric
standpoint was in fact no real
alternative (Ideology - apart, in
organisational aspects and style
of work, it was a virtval mirror
image of the bureacratised pro-
Moscow CP) So, as in Latin
America, 1t was becoming increa-
singly obvious that the formula
of “New Democracy/People's War™*
was not the real answer to
Krushchev-Brezhnev revisionism.

Thus, the organisationally strong
Sri Lankan proletariat was ideo-
logically and politically weak, due,
among other things, to the fact
that itz vanguard parties functioned
within the false problematic im-
posed on them ' by the” leading
centers of the world communist
movament — a problematic which
did not confront the fundamen-
tal reality of the qualitatively
changed role of the natlonal
 bourgeoisies. Owing to this basic
political weakness, the proletariat
was incapable of assuming a
hegemonic role vis-a-vis the crisis
ridden, volatile petit bourgeois
rural youth, 5o, this soclal
stratum threw up its own politi-
cal movement and its leader — the
J¥P and Rohana Wijeweera —
which led it in the bloodily
suppressed spartacist rebellion of
April 1971, a rebellion whose
sole, if tenuons affinity with the
proletariat was that it occeurred
in the centenary vyear of the
Paris Commune!

A proletarian party — one bazed
on the working classes and
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steeped in its ideclogy — has the
capacily of assimilate and digest
the experience to the most
terrible defeats. (The Chiness CP
after 1927 is but a single exam-
ple). But the disaster of spring
1971 had a different impact on
the collegtive  petit  bourgeois
psyehe of the JVP. The sordid
squabbles, denials, denunciations
and betrayals at the CIC trials.,
the viclent fratricidal  strife
wthin the jails, where criticism
and self-criticism was sometimes
efircted by wviolent means, All
this revealed the depth and extent
of the trauma and the petit
bourgeois psyche's utter inability
to cope.

The government's savape butch-
ery of between 5-10,000 mem-
bers, supporters and sympathisers
of the JYP was one kind of
traumatic experience, but more
painful altogether was the ex-
perience of betrayal. The J¥P had
very fewillusionsas tothe ideological
pelitical degeneracy of the LSSP
and CP (Moscow wing), but was
unprepared for the extent to which
the leaders of these parties could
go in gleefully applauding the
barbaric bloodbath. However the
unkindest cut of all was inflicted
not s much by the local left,
but rather the world communist
movement, the varions segments of
which either actively supported the
repression  (China) or remained
studiedly silent.

Despite the theoretical inade-
quacies of ‘Maoism®, its emphatic
rejection of the pro- Moscow
CP's parliamentary cretinism and
its generally  militant stance,
enabled Chairman Mgo and the
CPC to retain the well deserved
admiration and loyalty of most
revolutionaries  in the so-called
3rd world. But the pronounced
right opportunist  deviation in
Chinese foreign policy in the
early 1970's onwards changed all
this, Bangladesh, Sudan and Sri
Lanka were the first real examples

of the deviation, and Chou
En-lai's infamous letter. (Surely
a large blot on the exemplary

life of that great revolutionary}
was semething the JVP was
totally unprepared for.

Hindsight confirms that while
Krushchevite revisionism resurrect-
ced the political corpse known as
Trotskyism, the npeo-revisionist
foreign policy of the Chinese
Communist Party put Trotskyism

firmly back on its feet. Orpban-
ed by the local Leflt (iocludiug
the Maopists who in & mirror

imags of the old Left’s utterly
grotesoue  denunciation of  the
JVP as agents, branded them...
KGB agents!) and the communist
movement, the IVP began to be
adopted by that omnipresent and
indefatigable foster parent of lost
or abandoned causes, that wholly
ridiculous contraption, the so-
called 4th International. Together
with messages of support from the
Unified Secretariat in Paris {the
Ernest Mendel wing) and the
legal counsel of its local repre-
sentative (the mercurial Mr, Bala
Tampoe), came a steady stream
of literature and ideology which
was a major influence in the
formation of a theoretical frame-
work cum perspective for Wije-

weera  in comprehending  the
shattering  experience of 1971
The specifity of rhe social stru-

cture of this country is such that
the petit bourgeoisie is a, spraw-
ling «class and its ideological
influence is  extensive.  Thia
accounts in the main for the
historical eccentricity that the
dominant trend within the Lanp-
ka Left movement is Trotskyism.
This: curious feature of the
countsy’s  political topography
was an added factor in speeding

up the process of Wijeweera's
conversion to Trotskyism which
was made ecasier by the [act
that the orgiginal JVP had not
clearly defined ideological position

to start with except for a
vulgarly  eclectic mixture of
Maoism, Castro-Guevarism and

Trotskyism.

(This article is reproduced from the
Economic and Political Weekly of India)

MNext: JVP after ‘‘self - criticism™’



} Food

The eight

earning often bagins with un-
LIJurJ.ing. In secking to unde:-
stand causes of hunger, one First
has to cut through many pervasive
myths.  These myhs  paralyze
many people wiith guilt and lear.
They alse prevent many from
secing that food self-reliance is
possible for every country in the
world.

® People are hungry becapse
of scarcity — both of food
and of land.

Can scarcity seriously be con-
sidered the cause of hunger when
even in the “food crisis’® of the
early 1970s there was plenty to
go around —enough in grain alone
to provide everyone in the world
with ample protein and 3 000 calo-
ries a day, not counting any of
the beans, tubers, fruits, nuts,
vegetables and nongrainfed meat?
Three thousand calories are about
what the average American con-
sumes.

Such global estimates mean little
we are told; what matters is the
food per person in the “hungry
countries.” But focusing strictly
on the Third World, ohe finds
that food production has kept
pace with and often excesded the
growth in population during the
last 20 years in countries accoun-
ting for 86 percent of the total
population of the developing coun-
iries,

What most undermines the assess-
ment of developing countries as

Frances Moore Lappe and Joseph
Collins are co-direciors af the
Institute for Food and Development
Folicy. Mr, Lappe is the outhor
ef Diet Tor a Small Planet. Dy,
Collins wrate with Jacgues Chon-
chel, Pavid Bayrlman and Susan
Gesrge World ~ Hunger: Causes
and Remcdies (Tronsnational frsti-
mre} at ihe pime of the World
Faod Conference. In June 1977
Houglte Mifflin published Food
First: Beyond the Myth of Scar-
city, &y Frances Moore Lappe
and Jeseph Coliins. [

foodscarce, however, are nat pro-
duction statistics but trade statistics,
The very countries that most

people perceive as food-delicient
and import-dependent are them-

selves, it turns out, agricultural
exporters, Forty percent of all
agricultural  imports  into  the

United States, itself one of the
world’s top three agricultural im-
porters, comes from developing
countries, In 1973, 36 of the 40
MSA countries exported agricul-
tural commodities te the United
States,

Agricultural exports from the
Sahelian  countries dramatically
increased during the curly 1970s,
in the face of worsening drougly
and widespread hunger. In Mali
to take but ons country, cotton
exports went up 400 precent bet-
ween 1966 and 1972, while ground-
nut production for export 1o feed
Europe’s cattle increased 70 percent,
rice preduction, alsg largely for
export, reached a record high.
FAO surveys showed that every
Sahelian country, with the possible
exception of mineral-rich Maurita-
nia, actually produced enough
grain to feed its tota] population,
even during the worst drought
Year. So, while many went hungry
it was not because of searcity of
agricultoral production or even of
food.

And what of land scarcity?

Only approximately 44 percent
of the world’s cultivable land js
now being cropped. This can
partially be explained by the fact
that many land-owners whe hold
land as an investment, not g
source of food, leave vast amounis
unplanted. A 1960 study of Colom-
bia, for instancs, found that the
largest landholders, in control of
70 percent of the land, planted
only & percent .

But only by assessing what the
cultivated land is growing can one
understand that scarcity of land
is hardly the cause of hunger.

Frances Maore Lappe and Josep

h Collins ‘

Hﬂnger

tﬂe_ problem is to

see how the people
can democratize

ggit_rul over

agricultural
resources

In Central America and in the
Caribbean countries, where as
much as 70 percent of the child-
ren are undernourished, at least
half of the agricultural Jand, jin-
variably the best land, is made to
produce crops for export, no fuod
for the local people.  In most
developing countrics, this pattern
is intensifying,

@® There are just too many
people in the world. Ap
exploding world population
means there is less food for
everyooe =

If "too many people” cause
hunger, one would expect to find
more hungry people in  couniries
with more people per hectare,
We could find no such correfation.
China, for example, has only half
the cultivated acreapge for ~each
person thao does India. Yet, in
only 25 years China has succee-
ded in eliminaling visible under-
nutrition.  Yet there are countries
with comparatively large amounts
of agricultural land per person
that suffer from the most severe
and chronic hunger in the world,
While severe hunger is a daily
reality for most Bolivians, they
live in 8 country with well over
0.2 ha of cultivated land per per-
son, significantly more than France
(and a potential of over 4 ecylij-
vable ha per person). Brazil has
more cullivated hectarage per person
than the United States, yet jn
recent years the percentage of
under nourished people has increg-
sed from 45 to 72 percent. Mexico,
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where most of the rural population
suffers from undernourishment, has
more cultivated land per person
than Cuba, where now virtually
no one is underfed.

Investigating the supposed *“bas-
ketcases,” from Bangladesh to the
nations of the Sahel, one finds
that there is no country in the
world lacking adequate physical
resources to feed its population.
Indeed, what one learns is that
as long as food is bought and
sold in societies with great income
differences, the degres of hunger
says nothing about the amounlt
of food per person produced in
a country. Similary, the relation-
ship of huoger to lapd turns out
to be not so much a question of
quantity; hunger has far less te
do with the amount of land than
with who controls it. Who centrols
the land determines whether or
how it will be put to use and
who will benefit from its fruits.

Neither the size of country's
population hor its growth is today
the cause of hunger. Both hunger
and rapid population growth are
actually symptoms of the same
disease. Fixating on symptoms is
fruitless; it is a tragic diversion
we cannot afferd. IF we are really
serious about eventually balancing
this planet’s population and reso-
urces, we must now address the
root cause of both hunger and
high birthrates: the insecueity and
poverty of the majority resulting
from the monopolizing of national
productive resources by a few.

@ Haoger will be overcome by
concenirating on  prodocing
more [ood.

Diagnosing the capse of hunger
as scarcity inevitably leads tothe
conclusion that greater production
in itself will solve the problem.
Thus, techniques to bonst produe-
tion have been the central thrust
of the “War on Hunger" for at
least 30  years. Governments,
international agencies, and muliina-
tional corporations have promoted
“modernization”™ — largescale irri
gation, chemical fertilizer, pesticides
maehinery and the seeds depen-
dent on such inputs — all to make
the land produce more.

But when a new agricoltural
technology enters a eystem shot
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through with power inequalities,
it profits only those who already
possess some combination of land,
money, creditworthiness and poli-
tical influence.  This selectivity
alone has excluded most of the
world’s rural population and all
the world’s hungry,

Moreover, once agriculture be-
comes & speculative investment
in which sheer contrel over the
basic physical resources promises
financial success, & catastrophic
chain of events is set into motion.
Competition for land sends land
values soaring.

Focussing an produoction totals
has transformed rural development
intc a techpical problem — one
of petting the ‘*4ight,” usually
foreign=made, inputs to the ‘*pro-
gressive,”  invariably  better-off
farmers. This production focus is
narrow precisely because it ignores
the social reality of hunger — that
the hungry are those wilh little
or oo control over food-producing
resources. ‘The real task is initi-
ating the social transformstion of
the agrarian structure that will
make the hungry the primary
decision-makers and beneficiaries.
The sclution to hupger lies in
releasing the pgreat potential of
people who can develop their own
skills and local resources. © By
contrast, reducing the problem of
agriculture to one of technolopy
of production divorces agricultural
progress from basic rural develop-
ment. Agricultural modermization
15 but a mirage of rural develop-
ment — & mirage that undermines
the interests of the majority of
the rural population to serve
those of a few,

In country afiter country where
apgricultural resources are allowed
to be sources of individual wealth
the narrow drive to increase
preduction has made the majority
of rural people increasingly marginal
to the production process. And to
be cut out of production is to be
cut out of consumption. The observa-
tion of a 36.cent-a-day agricultural
labourer in Bihar, India, confirms
this truth; *If you don't own any
land, yon never get enough to
eat, evenif the land is producing
well.”

Indeed, in many countries mora
food per person is being produced;

yet more people are more hungry.
This is not a speculative point, Em-
pirical ~studies recently prepared
for TLO document that in the
very Asian countries where the
focus has merely been on increa-
sing production and where, in-
deed, food production as well as
the pgross national product per
caput have risen, the rural poor
are absolutely worse off than
before.

& To achieve food security the
bongry world muost rely om
large landbolders.,

Ciovernments, international lend-
ing agencies, and foreign assis-
tance programmes have passed
over small-holders because they
have believed that concentrating
on the large heolders was the
quickest road to production gains,

In fact, however, itisthe small
farmer who is generally more
productive, often  many  times
more productive, than the larger
farmer, A study of Argentina,
Brazil, Colembia, Ecuador and
Guatemala found small farmers
to be 3 to 14 times more produe-
tive per acre than the large far-
mers.  In Thailand, plots of 0.8
to 1.6 ha yield almost 60 percent
more rice per ba than farms of
56 ha or more. Likewise in the
Ugited States. In only two of
the 14 years from 1960 through
1973, was the realized net farm
income per acre gréater on  the
biggest farms than on family
farms.

We need mot romanticize small
producers. They get more out of
the land precisely becansa they
are desperate to survive on the
meagre resources allowed them.
The smaller farmers plant more
closely than would a machine,
mix and rotate complementary
crops, choose a combination of -
cultivation and livestock that is
labour~intensive and, above all,
work their perceptibly limited re-
gources {especially themselves) to
the fullest, The large holders,for
whom land iz not the basis of
daily sustenance, invariably under-
ntilize their land.

Consider the Chinese experience,
Through an evolution to collective
ownership of land, China has
significantly reduced rural ine-



quality. Tke pap hbetwesn the
richest and poorest sepments of
the rural population in China is
probably only one fourth to one
hrif as preat as in other Asian
countries. Production is directly
controlled by and benefits those
who work the ficlds., Food pro-
duction in China has climbed
consistently and there has been
no famine since at least the early
1960z,

@ A needed increase in food
production can come only at
the expense of the ecolopical
integrity of our food base:
farming must be poshed
on to marginal lands st the
risk of irreparable erosion;
and the wuse of pesticides
will have te be increased.

Is the need for food for a
growing population the real press-
ure foreing people to farm lands
that are easily destroyed?

A Caribbean country offers a
shocking picture of environmental
destruction. The majority of the
utterly impoverished peasants ra-
vage the oonce-green mountain
slopes in a desperate effort to
grow food. Has food production
used up every safely cultivated
acre so that only the mountain
slopes are left? No. The rich
valley lands belong to a handful
of people who seek dollars in
order to live an imported life-
style. These lands ‘are thus made
to produce largely low-nutrition
and feed crops (sugar, coffee,
cocoa, alfalfa for cattle) exclusively
for export. Grazing land is export-
oriented, too. Recently, Texas—
ranchers began to fly in cattle
for grazing and re-export to the
American institutional and fast-
food market.

How pasticide-dependent is the
world's corrent food production?
In the United BStates, about
543600 tons, a whopping 2.7 kg
for every American and 30 percent
of the world's total, are dumped
into the environment every year.
Surely, such a staggering figure
means that practically every hectare
of U, 8. farmland is dosed with
deadly poisons. U. 8. food abun-
dance, therefore, appears as the
plus that comes from such a big
minus.

The facts, however, proved
us wrong., Nearly half the pesti-
cides in the Uniled States are
used not on farmland but on golf
courses, parks and Jlawns; only
about 5 percent of the mation's
crop and pastureland is  treated
with insecticides, 15 percent with
weedkillers, and 0.5 pzreent  with
fungicides; non-food erops account
for over half of all insecticides
applied in United States agriculiure,
Cotton alonc receives almost half
(47 percent) of all insccticides
used. It should be noted that,
even then, bhalf of the total
cotton acreage receives no insecti-
cide treatment at all,

& A development couniry’s best
hope for development is to
export crops in which it has
a patoral advantace and fo
use the earnings to import
food and industrial goods.

There is nothing “natural™
about the developing countries
concentration on a few, largely
low-nutrilion crops. The same
land that grows cocoa, coffec,
rubber, tea and sugar could grow
en ineredible diversity of nutritious
CIODA.

Mor is there any advantage.
Reliance oo a limited number of
erops generates economic as well
as political vulnerability. Extreme
price fluctnations associated with
tropicul crops combine with slow-
maturing plants (a coffee tree, for
example, takes 5 vears to mature)
to make development planning
impassible,

Often quoted illustrations of
how much more coffee or bananas
it takes to buy a tractor today
compared to 20 years ago have
indeed made clear that the value
of agricultural exports has simply
not kept pace with the inflating
price of imported manufactured
goods. But even if one considers
only agricultural trade, the deve-
loping countries still come out
the clear losers. Their share of
world agricultural trade dropped
from 40 percent in 1961-63 to 30
percent in 1971-72, And two thirds
of the benefits of the most recent
increases in prices of agricultural
exports accrued to the industrial
countries.

@ Hunger is a contest between
the rich world and the poor
woild, :

Terms like “hungry world" and
“poor world” make one think of
uuiformly hungry masses. They
hide 1he reality of vertically sira-
tified societies in which hunger
afflicts the lower rungs in both
so-called developed and develop-
ing countrics, Terms like these
make hunger into a place—and
usually a place over there. Rather
than being a result of a social
process, hunger becomes a static
fact.

Worse still, the all-inclusiveness
of these labels leads one to believe
that everyone living ina “hungry
country™ has a common interest
in eliminating hunger. Thus, we
lock at a developing country and
assume its government officials
represent  the hungry majority.
Well-meaning sympathizers in the
industrial countries then believe
that concessions to these govern-
ments, e g, lower tariffs on
their exports or increased foreign
investment, represent progress flor
the hungry. In fact, the “progress™
may be only for the elites and
their partners, multipational cor-
porations.

Moreover, the ‘“rich world®
versus “poor world' scenario makes
the hungry appear as a threat (o
the material well-being of the
majority in the metropolitan coun-
tries. To average Americans and
Europeans, the hungry become
the ememy. In truth, however,
hunger will never be redressed
until averapge cilizens in the metro-
politan countries can see that the

hungry abroad are their allies,
not their enemies.
Only 5.5 percent of all farms

in the United States now operate
over one half of all land in
farms. The resulting landlessness
and joblessness in rural America
are at the root of much of 1the
persistent hunger in the midst of
agricultural bounty.

Almost 90 percent of vegetable
production in the United States
is controlled either through con-
tracts or directly by major proces-
sing corporations. Many farmers

{Confinned on page =4)
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l The Arts

Hugh Mac Diarmid

by N. M. M, |. Hussain
(af the Sri Lanka Foreign Service)

he work of the great Scot-

tish poet Hugh Mac Diarmid,
who died last month at the age
of 86 after & literary career of
over half a century, seemsto be
hardly known in Sri Lanka, apart
fiom a few anthologised poems
such as the weirdly compelling
“0 whn's been heie afore me,
lass™ and the magnificent celebra-
tion of witality, *Cattle Show".

This seems curious considering
that he was accorded the impri-
malur of Scrutiny epprovel by
Leavis' favourable review of The
Second Hymn to Lenin in 1935
and by John Speirs’ The Scots
Literary Tradition. More recently
he has Had the advocacy of
David Craig, the Marxist literary
critic who was formerly a lecturer
at Peradeniya University. Mac
Diarmid himself visited Sri Lanka
somelime in the Sixlies without
provoking much interest. He had
remained unremarked, as far as 1
am aware, in literary articles
written in S Lanka over the
decades.

In Britain itself his work has
had nothing like the currency it
deserves, partly perhaps because
his Scotz posms were published
with inadequate glossaries. More
important  his  virulent Anglo-
phobia, hiz incorrigible and
unfashionable Communism,  hisg
refusal to frequent the London
literary coteries, apparently made
him a rebarbative f{igure whose
work had to be ignored after
due acknowledgement of its extra-
odinary quality. But it is precisely
the characteristics that make him
so un-English, so remote from
the ethos which allows a King-
sley Amis to indulge his  silly
Little Englander contempt for
everything that is “abroad”, which
should make Mac Diarmid
appealing to those of wus in Sri
Lanka who find the literature of
England not sulficiently relevant
to our precccupations.
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_ His Scottish naticnalism, for
mstance, which to a2 Westein
European may seem  retrograde

will strike a sympathetic echo in
the Third World where nationa-
lism can sometimes be seenas a
phase in & progressive movement
towards socialism. I is however,
striking in itz unlikeness to the
widely prevalent nationalism which
consists in praising socicties which
cught to eriticised. While Scot-
land remains a major preoccupa-
tion throughout his poetry, he
excoriates the Scotland of his
time in the best flying tradition
of earlier Scois poets, His js an
alienaled nationalism looking
towards the transformation of
his society, the kind of self-critj-
cal nationalism most needed in
the Third World today,

There is nothing  parochial
about Mac Disrmid’s nationalism.
In his beautiful poem Dizradh
IIT he writes of Oriental prove-
nance of the Scottish Goal, the
Eastern  affiliations of Gaelic
poetry and music, and describes
Stalin’s native country Georgia
as the first home of the Scots,
all of which is probably uanscho-
larly mythology but which serves
to show that his nationalism is
outward-locking. It allows for
an  easy iransition  to tha
inter-nationalism  of  his  last
poem In Memoriam James Joyee,
in which he says that he s
“more concerned with East than
the West™.

Mac Diarmid is wunigque in
being the only poet from the
British Tsles who can be taken
seriously as a Communist poet,
even though his Marxism is
thoroughly unorthedox, [In the
First Hymn to Lenin he sees the
Communist leader a5 marking the
great turning peint in history
since Christ, an unorthodox view,
and in the Skeleton of the
Future he writes with religious
overtones of an  apotheesized

Lenin. In the Seamless Garment
he brings into odd association
Lenin and the German poet

Rilke for the integrity shown in
Their work. The Second Hymn to
Lenin concludes with the declara-
tion that politics is child's play
compared to the tasks confronting
the poet. But unorthodox though
these and other pocms are, they are
awthentic  political  poetry  of
remarkable quality as recognised

in David Graig's [line assess-
ment of Mac  Diarmid  as
a Marxist poet in The Real

Foundations. Together with some
of the poems of Yeats and of
the lesser poet Adrien Mitchell,
Muc Diarmid’s are the only
political poems  produced in
Britain in this century which are
waorth  reading. There s no
doubting his  political commit-
ment, so wunlike that of the
Auden peneration of the Thirties,
which led him to rejoin the
Communist Party aflter the 1956
events in Hungary.

Some brief indications about the
quality of his poetry will have 1o
suffice in this arlicle. The early
Scols lyrics, poems such as The
Bonnie Broukit Bairn and the
Watergaw, establish him indubi-
tebly a5 cne of the supreme
lyric poets of all time, The Drunk
Man Looks &t the Thistle is
among the best long poems of
this century and the subsequent
work up to the Second Hymn
to Lenin of 1935 constitute
together with the earlier poetry
a body of work strong enough
to put him among the major
poels. The controversy about his
work 15 over his later poetry, the
long poems The Kind of Poetry I
Want and In Memoriam James
Joyce, sometimes dismissed as
rhythmically fluccid choppod-up
prose. In fact these and  other
poems in the later " manner are
of unusual thoupgh wvery uneven
quality, occasionally original in
their transformation of technical
and scientific terminelogy into
poetry, and at their best a poetry
of argument which does much more
than can be accomplished in prose.

(Continved on page 18)



Veera Puran Appu

by H. A. Seneviratne

(Translated by the anther from his owa
article originally written in Sinhala)

criticism of an attempt to

produce someathing waorth-
while for the (ilmgoar at a time
when there is a mad ruch of
third rate films, must not be
misunderstood. It is  absolutely
futile to discuss films that do
not deserve any criticism,

S0, let’s talk about *Veera
Puran Appu’. Is il a feature film
or & documentary [ilm? It is

stated at the commencement of
the film that whilst the docu-
ments regarding the 1848 rebel-

lion at the archives are made
use of, oral traditjon is resorted
to only in order to  “fill the
gaps”. As this annocuncement is
made certain documents  are in
fact shown on the screen. Thus
we fee]l that we arc about 1o see
some historical facts about a
past event. But in a moment
somethiog else happens. Contem-
porary aclors and actresses hegin
to epact the roles of people like
Puran Appu, Gongalegoda Banda,
Yen., Kudapola, Governor Torring-
ton, his wife, the Govenment
Agent at Kandy etc etc. There-
fore, we have to conclude that
from now on what we see iz a
*historical feature film’,

If it is feature film that we
see, is it necessary that we should
be presented with the various
documents mentioned earlier? If
they are presented at all, should
it not be with a view to giving
some additional meaning to the
flm? After all thote are documents
writlen by the British rulers whao
ruthlessly  suppressed thes 1848
rebellion. And these documents
coutain their views. The makers
of the film Veera Puran Appu
fail to give any special inter-
pretation to the 1348 rebellion,
at least with fact in mind.

ertain dates and names of
places are shown on the screen
from time to lime as the story
unfolds. But these dates and
names of places add no special

significance or wmeaning to the
story. This apain undermines the
‘feature film’ aspect of the movie.

In fact Veera Puran Appu isa
feature film that has taken the
form of a docwmentary. fs
characters are like puppets that
depict some old incident. They
are physically active indeed. They
ride horses, they run, jump about
and fight. But we do not see
that their phytical actions are
ooly reactions of what 8  going
on in their hearts and minds. 1n
short their emotions and thought

processes are not really revealed
by their  actions. That’s  why
they become  mcra puppets

despite their energetic fizhiing,

Let's take the characier of
Puran Appu himsell as portrayed
in the film. What richoess thers
must have been in the character
of this simple man who was
born in Moratuwa only to goto
Matale and there lead a rebellion
against the might of the British
imperialists! What richness there
must have been in this man wha
at the end faced the bullets of
the British imperialists without
any  Thesitation or repentence
whatsoever! What force elevales
men to such grand heights? The
film Yeera Puran Appu provides
no answer to this vital gquestion!

Let's now see what the attituda
of the film is towards the common
people of this country who rose
against their British rulers  in
1848, Although in words and
songs it is said that unreasona-
ble taxes wera levied on those
people, the film fails to capture
the sufferings of the people who
were burdened with those repres-
sive measures. Although it s
said that those who fail to pay
the taxes will be whipped, not a
single such instance is shown,
In other words the film does
flot portray in the language of

the cinema the force of the
torment and injustice that led
a people still stecped in feuda-

lism, to push aside caste, creed
and other considerations and
recognise  Gongalegoda Banda,

and later, Puran Appu as their
crowned king.

Becouse of these  drawbacks
there is little or no audience

participation in the film even
where there ars fighting scenes,

And what is the human content
the [ilm VYeera Puran Appu sceks
to give? We are told at the end
of the lilm that the 1848 rehel-
lion, though a failure, was the

beginning of a protest  that
suceeeded in 1948, But there is
nothing in the film that helps

the audience to come to such a
conclusion. How could there be?
[sit not a fact that the psycho-
logy of protest in human minds
do not end with “lailures™ or
“successes’’ as such? At the

height of such  outbursts of
protest  human  beings  become
instruments of history. The

greater omes become representalive

Figures who symbolize and arti-
culate  essence  of the cpoch
itself.

The makers of the Tilm Veera
Puran Appu have failed to grasp
any of these aspects. Therefore
the film has become an aimless
exercise. The hundreds of people
involved in the film, the fighting,
the storming of the fortress, the
massacte of human  beings—all
these appear to have been just
wasted.

Similarly, the truly excellent
acting by Tissa Abeysckern as
Yen, Kudapola, the commendable
acting by Ravidra Randeniya gy
Puran Appu, the maturing photo-
graphy of Donald Karunaratne —
all these appear to have been
wasted too.

The barrenness of content in
the contemporary Sinhala cinema,
which is clearly seen in this {ilm,
is not something peeuliar to
either its  director Lester James

Pleris or to ita script writer
Tizsa Abeysekera, but it is =
common malaise that has over-

taken cinema itself., Independent
and genvine eriticism is  one
thing that is most essential for
the solution of this problem.

17



 Private view

Arden

Killers

Sr:]wyn Lioyd's memoirs pos-
thumously published recently
in the *Sunday Times' (London)
contain an account of the Suez
‘adventure” which  allempts Lo
whitewash Eden’s role (and Lloyd's
own) in that sorry episode. Though
agreeing with John Foster Dulles
thut  ‘forece unless backed by
world opinion would have disas-

trous results’ they went  ahead
with a picce of international
thuggery assuming that the US

would, at the least, stay out of
the argument. The nationalisation
of the canul, which was the
casus belli was Nasser's retort to
the withdrawal, at Britain’s instan-
ce, of US aid for the Aswan
Dram. -

Selwyn Lloyd as Foreign Secre-
tary arranged the Anglo-French-
Israeli aggression on Egypt and
licd to the House of Commons
about it., The same day (October
31, 1956) the RAF bombed 4
Egyptian airfields. Anthony Eden,
too, lied to the Commons saying

Hugh Mac...

(Continued fram page 1)

4

“A poetry like the barrel of
a gun,

Weaving like a snake's head

He seems to me one of the
great  poets of  this  century
together whith  Yeats and Eliot,
far more impressive than the
better known Pound or Auden.
The Hugh Mac Diarmid Antho-

logy available in the DBritish
Council  Library, provides an
excellent  introduction to  his

work though it includes some
poems of dubious quality in
preference to finer poems which
have been omitted.
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Britain had no foreknowledge of
the initial Isracli attack. America
had 1o get tough with the
ageressors  and  call wpon  them
to back down, not merely because
of the USs new-found faith in
the UM as the proper arena to
selile internalional disputes buot
also because it was election vear.

Eden’s folly brought to an end
his prime ministership and his
political caresr, Sir Antony Mut-
ting, a4 junior minister at the
Foreign Office, resigned in protest

and was driven out of  poli-
tics for his pains. He wrote
his own account of the evanis
long  before Lloyd's whitewash
job. Mutting told  of how he

submitted a memorandum to Eden
wrging caution in  trying  to
replace Masser with an unknown,
Eden tclephoned Nutting and
shouted at him: ‘I don't give a
damn if there's chaoz and anarchy
in Egypt. I want him destroyed,
can’t you understand?’,

Recently, after Lloyd’s memoirs

were  publised, Nutting told
Christopher Hilchens an  even
more damaging tale: *‘He (Eden)
told Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick that
he wanted the Egyptian leader
murdered.’ Kirkpatrick as the
senior mandarin with cloak and

dagger conneclions replied: ‘Prime
Minister, I understand that some
countries maintein special depart-
ments for that sort of thing but
I'm afraid Great Britain is not
one of them.” So it wns not
only Eisenhower and John Kenne-
dy who believed that to get
foreign heads of State bumped
oflf in the Chicago siyle was O,
These predatory herpes of the
West make Idi Amin, who at
least confines his activities to the
boundaries of his own bailiwick,
look like a Sunday school teacher.

Malachy's propheties

In June this vear [ wrote a
piece about the prophecies of
Melachy O Morgain (1094-1141)
who was Archbishop of Armagh
in Ireland. He composed a series
of Latin devices all of which

were suppased to refer to the
future occupants of the throne of
of 5t. Peter, not necessarily to
iheir characters but to the most
striking features of their ponti-
ficates or even to their coat-of-
arms

At the time T wrote Paul VI
was still reigning. To the succes-
sor to Paul VI, T wrole, Malachy

gave the device ‘De  medietate
lunae’ (of the half-moon). John
Paul, we were subsequently to

learn, was born Albine Luciani
in the diocese of Belluno (which

means beautilul  moon). John
Paul died (on September 28)
before the completion of one

moon after his consecration which

was on  Seplember 3. (It is to
be noted that o Pope's ponlifi-
cate counis from the date of

his consecraifon and not from the
date of his clection.) It must be
admitted that *De medietate lunae®
as a motte for Paul VI's succes-
sar was a bull's eye for the 12th
century priest-prophet.

Aceording to Malachy there
will be only three more Popes:
De labore solis (of the toil of the
sun) who will reign as  Gregory
XYL, De gloria olivae (of the
plery of the olive) who will be
Leo X1V and fioally  Petrus
Romanus (Peter of Rome) who
will be the last Pope.

He wrote: ‘In persecutions ex-
trema saoctae Romanae Ecelesiae
sedebit FPetrus Romanus  qui
pascet oves in multis tribulationi-

bus; quibus transactlis, civitas
septicollis  diroetur, et Judex
tremendus  judicabit  populum.’
In extreme perseculion of the
Roman Church shall sit {in the
Chair of St. Peter) Peter the

Roman who will feed his flock
amid many tribulations; which
things being over, the City of
Seven Hills will be removed and
the Great Judpge will judge the
people.



I Press opinion

Strengthening class ranks

esterday we published the news

that one of the foremost state
instilutions—the CWE, has aban-
doned-Sinhala and now conducts
its work in Ensglish, Such a move
can be construed as a step taken
by some of the top officials in the
CWE to strepghten the foundations
of this capitalist state.

Te discriminate against the
Sinhala educated workers in
thiz institution just because it has
come under the influence of a
Jayewardene government which
bows and serapes before English
Is pat:mily an injustice.

A strange Socialism

hat the government is pro-

posing to ban strikes—specifi-
cally strikes in the governiment
sector—can be seen from the speech
made by the President himself at
the mecting of UNP teachers.
What we wish to review here is
not this proposal, but his conten-
tion that strikes should be banned
because strikes are banned in socia-
list countries. The wealth that is
earned in socialist countries ba-
longs to the working people. The
major portion of Lthe wealth that is
earned in this country is taken away
by the capitalists. The state, too,

i3 a capitalist state. Though =a
nationalised sector exists  within
the government fold it is state

capitalism that rules there. That
is why both state and private

scctor workers have been forced
to ask a just share of the rcturns
in order to keep abreast of the
cost of living. In such circumstan-
ces to propose to ban strikes, at
least in the public sector, is =
fascist aslion not seen even in
capitalist countrics, Just as socia-
lism cannot be established merely
by christening the state ‘democra-
tic socialist’ so cannot strikes be
banned by legislation and prevent
workers from asking their right to
live and struggle apainst capitalist
exploitation in a capitalist state,

A nest of white elephants

hat prevails today i3 not a

government but a cabal of
ministers. When the *walking skele-
tons’ seec a Father Christmas  bes-
towing office, as if it were a bag of
sweets to be distriboted among kids,
they wonder where all this is going
te end. The President, too, is a
Minister under the new constitution.
The list of ministers under this
government, which daily pays pooja
to such an office, now reaches &0,
Minister, Deputy Minister, District
Minister, along with Project Minis-
ters outside Cabinetrank, the variety
of this tribe which has received
Presidential honours is multifarions.
This iz not to speak of those who
have been similarly honoured with
other titles. What can be seen from
all this is that those who came to
power after making false promises
have converted the mandate they
got into a sizeable spoon with
which to serve themselves titles,

A. R. M. MUSHIN
&
Co., LTD.
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| Satire

Science marches on

xciting  news! 'The Sunday

Observer' scooped the world
piess and ‘Lankapuwath® with the
story that Mrs. B. J. Fernando,
wife of our UN Ambassador
Mr. B. J. {Hail President Park,
Thy Kingdom Come to Sf
Lankal}) Fernando had  served
string hoppets to some natives
of MNew York in  their Park
Avenue flat.

Mot since our Foreipn Minister
enjoyed Anne Almeida’s haal mes-
s0 badun in that fair city, and
T. M. Deen cooked parippu for
his Shaul Brother Hameed has an
event of this shattering significance
made culinary, if not diplomatie,
history. (T. M. Decn, by the way,
is now apn adviser to our UN
delegation, presumably counselling
the Minister on the eating habits
of the Udongo tribe in MNamibia).

A any media expert on in-depth
news, investigative reporting, deve-
lopment journalism and other mass
communication crap would point
out however, what’s really impor-
tant in the Sunday Observer scoop
was the story-behind-the-story.
Evidently, the University of Kan-
sas has launched an *‘on-going re-
search project’ to invent an “in-
stant string hopper™. The Univer-
sity is collaborating with the State
Flour Milling Corporation and a
Mew York manufacturer of vermi-
celli. Kansas researchers, it s
reported, have already visited the
resplendent  isle to ‘‘get a Feel
of the project’*. The Corporation
chairman proudly announced that
the project has reached “the take
off stage”.

By an odd coincidence, we
spotted Dr. Arthika Prasnatilleke
at the Blue Cabin. Dr. Prasna-
tilleke has just returned from his
sabbatical at the University of
Buffalo where he worked for six
maonths on a research grant of the
Hamburger Foundation. His paper
“Population, Pollution and Feed:
How the Multinationals are helping
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the Third World™™, won him the
prestigicus Cheeseburger Prize for
original research. ** A masterly
thesis, delightfully deveid of all

truth’™ was the candid comment
of  Myron. J.  Cheeseburger,
Chairman of Cheeseburper lne,

who added, off the record, “‘give
him an exira dollar'.

“Hi Art!' 1 hailed him, {Since
the days of his first Fulbright
feilowship Arthika prefers to be
called ‘Art"). In return, all I
received was a  placial  stare.
Arrogant academic that he was,
perhaps he was annoved by my air
of Familiarity.

“Hulio, doe..” I said a
little more humbly, BSull  no
rCEpOnSe.

“Katey pittuda bung... 7" shout-
ed I, resorting to the wvulgale.

He promptly swallowed his
mouthful in one savage gulp and
then to my great astonishment
took a little lunumiris with his
finger and ran tongue over the
local poison in a genile gesture
of delicacy that a wine-taster of
the Rothschild chateau would
have envied. His eveballs, there-
upon, glowed with & fiery red.
A glass of fced water appeared
miraculously in his hapd. A Joud
gargling noise followed before he
turned to me:

“Enough of this frivolity Qut-
sider .. have you no respect for
scientific rescarch, you parvenu... 1

“What the devil are you tal-
king about, doc...?"

“Can’t you see dammit that 1
am trying to get the feel of the
thing... 7"’

“Of what blessed thing... 7"

“The on-going project, man, the
on-going research project .. ... true,
true, I admit, it's still on the
launching pad, as the boys at
NASA would say...... not yet at

The Outsider !

the take-off stage hut we are
making splendid progress...”

“Doc, doe, slowly, slowly......
please, please, what's the sceret?”

“Seeret, it cerlainly 5.
Mitsubishi s after i, and the
Lockheed boys will probably bribe
an army of researchers if they
only got a whiff of it...... and
you, you bloody nossy reporter
want me o tell vouo all
aboum T

“Dac, you know me.. Idon't
go in for  scnsational stories..
just the in-depth stuff on the
oH-going  projects for the
out-going news agencies...”

“Qkay, okay... the University
of Buffale, the Rand Corporation,
MIT and the Sri Lanka Inoslitute
for Bowel Diseases are collabora-
ting on a project to manufacture
an instant pittu machine...”

“But, doc, you are an econo-
mist... '’

“This is an integrated project
which approaches the problem
from the widest perspective of
eco-development and basic needs
strategy... environinenl, autrition,
ecology, labour-saving, appro-
priate technology, import liberali-
sation and  overall  demand
management... all aspects are
covered... and I am a member
of the Task Force...”

A little
kindly...""

more detail, doc,

ulook, its quite simple... The
question is whether Sri Lanka is

poing to enter the technologi-
cal age or not? You can take
that down, if you want to...

Think of all the servants and the
housewives and other slaves in



every Sinhala home getling up at
4 o'elock  in the morning  and
pounding  the rice or sWeating
furiously over a miris gala. Think
of the husband yvelling  he's late
for office, and the kids fighting
over the pol kiri.. consider the
noise, the EMErgyY  consumption,
the neurosis and alienation, the
time-consuming delivery problems
and finally, the cost-benefi ratio
and the inflationary spiral... well,
Cutsider, we've Eot the answer.
The Instant Pittu machine. Each
person  drops & ten cents coin,
American of course... one for
the pittu, one for the Junu
miris, and one for the pel kir
which comes in a paper cup...
each person has what he wants,
at the time he wants it, in the
quantity he needs... there it is...
oo pittu bambus, no mirjs Ralas,
no victorian slave-driving... rememn-
ber that when vou next wrile
stupid  editorials  about our
academics wasting time on pure

rescarch  and not on & pplied
research...*”
“But what is the wultimate

socio-political objective?””

“Individual enterprise and
self-reliance, the ideological bed-
rock of democratic socialism ...*

“May I suggest
tive angle . 7

another paosi-

“Certainly... evenanp ignoramus
has a right to an opinion,...
what did you have mindo

“With each member of the
family relying on a maching
wouldn’t there be less conflict
of interest and more respect for
each inidividual's rights and in
that sense a preat victory for
Mr. Carter's Human Rights
Campaign 7

“Bambu...!"" snorted the doe,
making his escape in the gencral
direction of the American Centre,

| urge of all local musicians,
bed, he has sent us this
I

Trends in modern music

Ultra - realism

iving as T do in this back-
L water, Ceylon, I am practi-
cally shut off from the various
cultural developments taking place
elsewhere, 1  say ‘practically’
because news does secp through
to me oecasionally from sojourncrs
abroad, tales of such wonder
and fantasy that completely put
in the shade the narratives of
those master story-tellers, Sinbad,
Mandeville, and  Munchausen.
MNevertheless, I am  stj|] gratefuyl
for the few crumbs that fall
from the tables of gur ubiquitous
copgnoscenti.

I was extremely interested to

read of the innovations of Kagal
who uses the homely knitting
needle and the paper clip to
produce in his String Quartet a
‘“sonority  not unlike that of
certain primitive African  jnstru.
menta™ a  sonority that would

have undoubtedly delighted the
ear of Neanderthal Man as it
cerlainly does that of his 20th-
Century cousin.

To many of us however, such
freakish  aberrations may secm
confusing,  even bizarre, OF
Paderewski “The Arts are being
driven into the wilderness, or
Rachmaninoff “ can never under-
stand this modern music”, Should
the present trends continue, there
is no reason why such experiments
should be confined to the parapha-
nalia of the spinster’s work- basket.
Every avant-guarde Composer —
and the name of Zogan  Amge-
biarsis, that brilliant Cretan comes
readily to mind — wi] soon  he

spreading  his net  far and wide
in search of still more exotic
senorities. Tt will he remembred

that Amoebiarsis won international
fame in the mid-sixties with his
epoch-making  discovery that the
Dodecaphonic  Tritone coutains
within itself the germ of the
Pentatonic Chord of the Seventh
which, in turn, led the Cracovian
polychromaticist, Lazor Gaorezyeki

@ ELMER DE HAAN. troubadour, Rabbelaisan wic

and sco-

is dying of cancer. From his death |
essay which Is vintage Etmer, !

[ ]

to establish that the Bach <48
was but Schoenberg in reverse.

Amoebjarsis  and Gorezyki are
at present jointly working on a
Piano  Concerto  (waorld premiere,
1980} in which will be incorpo-

rated those wtilitarian continuo
instiumenis, the Commode and
the Ridet. In an explanatory
note, joint authors state: **Tha

Soloist having bowed decorously
to his avdience will pow unthuriedly
remove his pants and  with a
Bravity befitting the solemnity of
the occasion, will endeavour to
accomodate his posterior to the
contours of the Cammaode, before
beginning his onslaught op the
Concerto. In order to provide
that touch of realism without
which no avant-guarde work will
be seriously considercd by even
the Solvist in order 1o Benerate
the intestinal pressure nccessary to
a valid interpretation of the
Concerto will have partaken of
4 repast of curried *Kosata® just

one  hour before the conecert,
During the cadenza the Hidet

will quietly enter as an obligato
instrument and will continue 5o
to the end of the work, Thus,
the audience will not only hear their
favourite soloist byt will see and
smell him as well,

“Polydimensional Music has now
arrived™,

LANKA GUARDIAN
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ii Apptreciation

Carle Fonseka |

Dr. Abraham :Th'omas_i(ovoor

r. Abraham Kovoor died on

Septzmber 1% at the uge of
gighly. Had he secn me writing
the preceding sentence inan anti-
cipatory obituary (he was rational
erough to contemplate  sueh 4
thing calmly} he would have in-
sisted that [ should add the
phrase ‘“‘leaving bekind neither a
mind nor a spirit to bother cre-
dulous people’”, Such was the man!
Ta the last day of his life he was
working like fury to liberate his
fellowmen from what he called
‘superstition’. But what is supers-
tition? The truth is that one mau’s
faith is another man's superstition.
So [ur as Dr. Kovoor was con-
cerned, empitical and deductive
knowledge were the only kinds of
knowledpe he accepted. Everything
else he contemptuously dismisssd
as ‘superstition’. He refused to
admit that there might be prob-
lems to which reason and science
could not find answers. Particu-
larly during the last few years of
his life, he came to hold that
view rather dogmatically,

Perhaps a bit of dogmatizm is
not unpardonable in an octopene-
rian whose main motive was a
humane concern for his fellowmen
who have been systematically swin-
dled by godmen, saints, purus,
swamis, astrologers, palmists, char-
mists, yogis, rishis, spiritualists
and their ilk. It was Dr. Kovoor's
sincere belief that all religious
dogmas were not only untrue but
alsp harmful. He realiscd as well
as anybody else that the compli-
cations of life in this world are
too much for all of us. Not for
a moment, however, did he con-
cede that orthodox religion  can
cure our troubles. At best he
regarded religion as *“the sigh of
the oppressed creature, the heart
of 3 heartless world.."" Henever
made a serious attempt to seek
the social and economic roots of
the continnance of belief in assorted
gods and superstitions. He believed
that happy human societies could
be built by attacking superstition
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vigorously and he dedicated the
last years of his life to this task
as completely as  any saint was
dedicated lo the propagation of
religion.

Abraham Thomas Kovoor was
born in Kerala on April 10, 1893,
His father was the Very Reverend
Kovoor Eipe Thomma Katthanar,
the Vicar Gueneral of the Mar
Themma Syrian Church of Malabar,
Due wonders what an  ingenious
neo - Freudian would make of that
fact! As Dr. Kovoor once put it
1 was horn in the beautiful land
of Kerala in a Syrian  Christian
family as the son of a Christian
priest as the result of a geographicul
and biological accident over which
1 had neither control nar cheice.
But when [ came of mature age
1 adopted an equally beautiful
country — Sri Lanka — as my
country and ralionalism as my
philosophy as the resull of my
volitional act™.

He was educated at the Syrian
Christian  Seminary,  Tiruvalla,
started by his father. Later he
tock his dearee in botany and
zoology from Bengabasi College,
Caleutta. He migrated to Sri Lanka
in 1928 at the iovitation of Reve-
rend P. T. Cash, the principal of
Taftna Central College. During his
first vear he was entrusted with
the task of teaching not only
botany butl alse scripture to final
year students. Legend has it that
never thereafter was he permitted
to teach scripture because although
all his stodents passed in scripture
and many of them with distinction,
all of them had lost faith in their
relipion!

After Reverend Cash retired in
1943, Dr. Kovoor left Jaffna
Central College and taught in
turn at Richmond Collepe Galle;
§. Thomas College, Mount Lavinia
and finally at Thurstan College,
Colombo, [rom which he retired
in 1959. Tt was after retirement
that he began te preach the
rebellious rationalism  which he

had assidupusly practised  ever
since he became capable of inde-
pendent thought. And  within a
decade he became far and away the
hest konow frecthinker m Sri Lanka,
if not indecd in Asia.

Ungquestionably he was  the
leading questionsr in living memo-
ry in Sri Lanka. Undoubtedly he
asked more gquestions than even
he eould satisfactorily  answer.
Byt  his own answers, often
picturesquely  overstaled,  were
offered with an amazing zeal and

trucuience. To the end him mind
was razer sharp. It was  also
satitical and  provocative. He

took a puckish delight in irrita-
ting believers. What made him
n formidable debunker were his
wit, incorrigible irreverence and
a vast fund of infurmation. He
was never daunted by hostility
and his spirit was never  dam-
pened by ridicule.  He himsell
had a keen sense of the ridi-
culous and  cultivated  habit of
putting his views in the most
outrageous way he could. He
certainly succereded in disturbing
the complacent rouatine of the
spiritual lives of many believers,

Nao wonder that many people
in this country and elsewhere
came to regard Dr. Kovoor as a
positive force for evil. And yet
he was such a gentle, kindly,
humane and — in all except ortho-
dox religion — thoroughly otho-
dox person!

It was not a rationalist but none
other than the late classics professor
J. L. C. Rodripp who once
wrote: *Mr. Abraham Kovoor has
constantly crusaded for straight
thinking: he delights in debunking
those who parade the half-truths to
which they cling; he boldly stakes a
fortune in support of common-
sense and practical wisdom, but
there are no ftakers. They lack
ithe courage of their aberrations.
I count myself among his
admirers. If only he dispels the
mists of credulity, the delusions



thickening all rounds us, he
would be as useful as Socrates
was to  Athens. Mr. Kovoor
should be canonised ns a national
hero. But he remains a prophet
without honour’',

For following reason wherever
it led Soerates was poisened;
Bruno was burnt; Galileo was
put under house arrest and
Luther was excommunica‘ed, Dr,
Kovoor was ceaselessly und round-
ly abused. But he went serenely
on  spoaking kis  mind  with
Olympian disregard of the censure
ho incured because histarically
he belonged ina glorious intellec-
tual tradition. And when the
Minnesota  Ipsiilute  of Philo-
sophy honoured him with a docto-
rita he beamed with pardonable
pride.

Like Bertrand Russell Dr.
Kovoor firmly believed that when
he dies he will ror and nothing
of lis ego will survive. During

the last year of his life he knew
he was seriously and incurably
ill but he scorned *to shiver
with terror™ at the thought of
death. For me to think of
the terror of death s 1o
remember a passage from James
Joyce: ‘Death, a cause of terror
to  the sioner, s a  blessed
imoment for him who has walked
in the right path  For the pious
and believing cathalic, for the
just map, death is no cause of
terror .. He it is and he alone,
the pious and believing Christian
who can say in his heart.

‘0 grave where js thy victory
O death where is thy sting’

As it happened, in 1973 when
Dr. Kovoor sustained his petiulti-
mate heart attack he summoned
me 1o his bedside and T wgs
privileged to see how a believing
rationalist faced the possibility of
imminent death. As for the pious

{Continted on page 28

Final epistle to Dr. Abraham T, Kovoor

Among the day’s dismal news one odd spot said

dr. Abrham T.
MNat believing in
His Corpus to
His pal,
At the
This made my sad pensive mind

Kovoor is peacefully dead.

4 soul, he had consigned

the medicoes when he died

Dr. Carlo, the sole devout pall-bearer

lust rites for the Great Rationalist Torch-bearer.

Find reasons for this funeral unkind
And, after much search for a thesis,

Arrived rationally at this;

Considering he was 82, more or less

When ancient Abraham ran out of gas,

Beating into myth the Biblical life-span

Of three score years and ten, 1 reckon

All his dear emotional friends and relations

Of the first, second mnd third getierations

Must have pre-deceased him at the bend

Leaving him many a steel-nerved intellectual friend
Who would scoff at all pious ritvals and ceremonies
As unworthy of him and fit for intellectual enemies.

Therefore, this final exercise of Tedson,
He had surmised, gave offence to none,
And, all this besides,

Advanced the cause of science.

5o without animus I have penned

This epitaph for our dear friend:

He was by sclf-proclamation a rationalist
And attacked at sight fire-walker and theist;
But for those who believed in god

This Dr. Kovoor was a queer bird.

Badulla.

Patrick Jayasoriya

Tuneinto

BRISTOL
SPORTS
NEWS

every evening at 730
over SLBC channel2
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(Continued from page 13}
The eight...

already have no choice but to
sign the processor’s contract or
to go oul of business,

Less than 0.2 percent of all
food manufacturers in the United
States control about 50 percent
of ali the industry’s assets.

® Hunger should be overcome
by redistributing food.

Over and over again we hear
that North American is the world’s
last remaining breadbasket. Food
security is invariably measured in
terms of reserves held by the
metropolitan  countries.  We in
MNorth Ametica are made to feel
that the burden of feeding the
world is squarely on us. OQur
overconsumption is tirelessly con-
trasted with deprivation elsewhere
the implicit message being that
we cause hunper. No wonder
that Morth Americans and Euro-
peans feel, burdened and thus
resentful.

The problgm lies in secing food
redistribution as the solution to

hunger. We have come to a diffe-
rent understanding.  Distribution
of food is but a reflection of

the control over the resources that
produce food. Who controls the
land determines who can grow
food, what is grown and where
it goes.

Thus, food redistribution pro-
grammes like food aid will never
solve the problem of bunger. In-
stead we must face up to the
real question: how can peopls
everywhere begin to democratize
the control over food resources? @

{Condensed — CERES)
{Continued from page 8)
News briefs . ..

military junta. They were conside-
red ‘detrimental to socicty’. A
leading lawyer who was himself
a npolitical prisoner for several
years, Mr. Thonghai Thongpao
says that the actwal figure ex-
cecds 200,

Cairo trial

Londan

THE Director of the Internatio-
nal Press Institute, Mr. Peter Gall-
mer has cabled President Anwar
Sadat urging him to  withdraw
charges levelled apainst 35 well-
known Egyptian journalists for
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criticising the Sadat regime. Their
trial started on the 13th. The
IPI has requested President Sadat
to stop the trinl as *a gesture
of goodwill towards the freedom
of the press",
Dictator’s diet
HManagua
“I'h NOT leaving and they are
not going to make me leave”
General Anastasio Somoza, head of
Nicaragua's beseiged dictatorship
told Joseph Mann last  week.
Correspondent Mann found the
dictator had left his villa by the
Pacific and was livingin a ‘bun-
ker' next to the Infantry Training
School, After a  serious heart
attuck last year he las lost 3
stones and stopped smoking and
drinking. He told Mann that his
diet is now based on the pupular
American book *“Live longer now
cookbook'™.

gf.‘mm‘nrwd from paoge 3}
LSSP and ...

«Thirdly. In our political acti-
vity inthe Tamil areas and among
the Tamil people we will do our

best to convince  them  that
secession 18 & blind alley and
no  solution  at all to  their
problems. We will explain  the
consequences of racial civil war
and that division is more likely
i create two  “lascist™  states

than two {(or one) “socialist™ state.
T will not ask for more space

in your waluable journal but
refer  interested  readers to @
longer article in the Sept-Oct
issue of ‘Leftist' -our English
Journal."

- {CLF_FP_J'-.'-:F-J-'J:E'D' from puge 25}

Dr. Kavoor

and believing catholic, so for

Dr. Kovoor. the apostle of pure

reason, death was no cause of
terror. At that time, the one
who shared her life with him

during a period of over 50 years
of almost idyllic married life was

also, as always, at his side.
What Dr. Kovoor wanted from
me was not medical  advice,

“Promise me’, he pleaded “that

when [ died you will take my
corpse straight to the Medical
College without permitiing any

religious  mumbe-jumbo™. Five
years later, on the 191h of Septem-
tier, his wish was fulfilled.
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