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Burn him or Bury him

When the body of a deceased person is being car-
ried to the burning or burial ground it is already ac-
knowledged that the corpsehas no value anymore. Is
there any point of debating about whether to burn
or bury the body? This question has been raised by a
Tamil poet two thousand years ago.
NambiNeduncheliyan, the chief of a village in the
Pandya country passed away peacefully at home. His
villagerswere discussing the last rites of their beloved
leader including whether to burn or bury his body.
At that time a respected poet arrives at the scene. The
poet knew the chief not only as a courageous soldier,
but alsoasa loving husband and an exemplary gen-
tleman. This is what he had to sayabout the dilemma
facing those gathered at the scene:

He wedded a girl wearing bangles
adorned her with flowers in the garden
anointed himself with fragrant sandal paste
defeated his enemies and hailed his friends
neither seconded the powerful
nor discredited the feeble
neither asked for help from anyone
nor failed to help those in need

excelled in the king’s court

faced the enemies who came

chased the invaders out

rode the fastest horses

travelled on highways in chariot
drove around on tall elephants

enjoyed drinking sweet wine
relieved the hunger of bards

and made them happy

avoided confusing talks

had done everything he had to do, whether you
bury him or burn him, it is up to you
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