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‘Wages of Plantation Workers

In the Budget of November
1981, Government servants were
given an increase of Rs. 45 plus
Rs. 62 and Rs. 14 in respect of
the Cost of Living Allowance
Adjustment, making a total of

Rs, 121 in addition to the earlier h

Rs, 70 that was given in Novem-
ber 1980.

At this stage a government —
sponsored motion for an increase
of Rs. 2 per day was brought be-
fore the Tea Wagez Board and
adopted. A plantation worker in
law  is  entided o 18 . days
work, a month. Thus Rs. 2 would
give him Rs. 35 & month as against
Rs. 191 which was given to Geo-
vernment and other employes,

There is another unhappy and
unfair aspect in respect of the Cost
of Living Allowances. The Go-
vernment servants and other emplo-
yes are paid Rs. 2 per month fer
an incregse of point in the cost of
Living Index, whereas the Plant-
ation Workers are paid 3 cents
per day for an increase of 1.8
points in the Index.

1i we calenlate 18 days work
per month which is guaranteed to
the Plantation Workers,-he wauld
get 54 cents per month, for an in-
crease of 1°8 points in the Cost of
of Living Index. This would mean
for one point he geis 30 cents per
month. Thus as against Rs. 2 per
month per point of increase in the
Cost of Living Index for other
workers the Plantation Worker gets
only 30 cents per point per month,
[ Takew from Vosce of the Veiceless,
a Bulletin of the Co-ordinsting
Secretarial for Plawmtation aveas]

Obituary
Miss. Ethel Gnanasothy
Thambiah

The death occured of Miss
Ethel Goanasothy Thambiah at the
Civil Hossital, Jaffaa after a brief
illness, She was 62 years of age,
She retired in December 1979 as
Supervisor of the Lower School
&t Chundiculi Girl’s College. She
joined the school as a student in
1936, and after a short spell at the
United Training College, Nallur
she rejoined the school as an Asst,
Teacher in 1946,

She was Guide Captain thro.
ughont her period of service and
finally served as the District Com-
Missioner of the Movement in the
North,

The Funeral service at her
Iesidence was conducted on 5-8-82
by the Ven, Sam D. Horshington,
Archdeacon of Jaffna. assisted by
the Revd, Joseph Sarvanandano and
Sevak Sam Alfred.

Her mortal remains were in-
terred at the St. James Church
Nallur Burial groands. The Com’
ittal rites at the graveside were
Performed by the Ven, Sam D
Honhington. — Cor*
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FESTIV’AL-—I%E@ )
on i
Saturday, ,‘,!l;.el 2nd of October 1982

] i at
THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH, VADDUKODDAL

Deacon’s Or‘dination

brothers one to another, Help ys PROGRAMME
to i —_—
the hmi:‘;’ s::nirit S s 8.00 a. m. — Holy Communib_n Service and
all other = Celebrant: The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
Preacher: The Rev, M, Azaﬁih.

people are called tg he your
children also,

12-30 p, m.
2.30 p. m. — Public Meeting

Deliver us from injustice and
oppression and

Jfrom all denial of the sanctity

~ of life and’

human brotherhood,
thy love so

that we may net despise any for
whom

Christ died, nor injure any in
whom he lives,

and grant that in serving those
we meet we

may learn the fellowship of all
men and

Chairman.;

Fill us with Speakers :

4-00 p. m, — Fellowship Tea

{ General Secretmry of the C, 5 1. 8 §
11-00 a. m. — Festival Hour Variety S
— Fellowship Lunch :

The Rt: Rev. D, .
“he Rt v. D J,Wum 3
The Rev. Dr. Yap Kim Hao

(General Seevatary,

The Christian Conference of Asia)

The Rev. M. Azariah

All are cordially invited.

N. W. G. Sugunarajah
Secretary

respect others.

Bless, O Father, the efforts of

all who strive
" for m better world, whe werk

for juster laws,

who eogage in healing divisions
and

relieving poverty and who
struggle to

overcome every dehumaniging
force that

destroys the dignity of the
buman person,

IN WESTERN MUSIC

At St. John's College
Entries close on 9-10-1982,

Details from:

M. Thambithurai,
General Secretary,
Y. M. C. A,, Jaffoa,

Hasten, O Lord, the time
when the

Kowledge of Yourself shall fill
the earth as

the waters cover the seas.
We ask this

throogh Jesus Christ Our Lord,

AMEN,

The Jaffna District :
Elections.

government servants

eleven electoral districts in

4 i 2
The Most Rev. 1. Jesudasan 4% yOllE CEntcta

Moderstor, Chureh of S, India.

SR ) Clerks will officiate.

Y. M. C. A. Talent Contest

Saturday 23rd October, 1982

Three thousand eight hundred
have been
deployed for election duty im the
the
Jaffna Peninsula. There will be
in which 300
Senior Presiding Officers, 1000 Ju-
nior Presiding Officers, and 2000

IN MEMORIAM

IN EveEr LoviNc MEMORY
OF

Dr. Samuel Thamotheram
Aiyathurai

Called te rest on
25th September 1967.

It is fifieen long years since
we have parted.
How many more I do not know,
“Thy will be done.”

Affectionately remembered
by his wife, children &
grand-children.

16, Somasundram Avenus,

IN BRIEF Mr. M. Panchalingam, the Chubdiknt
iR Additienal  Government Agent, Lo b b
A Soe Jaifna, will be in charge of the A
B e a",g‘?‘f".'w’i’ versgng training classes for the election The Salvation Army
onthe Voters’ Register. Of this geqft “which will be held from Musical  Festival

1.8 million or 25 per cent would
be woting for the first time,
According to the Commissioner
of Elections, Mr. Chandrananda

tariat and at Pt. Pedro.

Teachers’ Pay Review

de Silva, the elections is ex-
pected to cost the country (n the recommendation of
Rs. 55 million. There will be nf. Ragil Wickramasinghe, Minis-

10,000 booths and 60,000 per-
sons will be expected to main
these booths.

mine allowances and other
tives fer teachers
stations

O Radio and TV time will be
available to candidates for the
Parliamentary elections accord-
ing to article 117 of the Pre-
sidential Election Act. Each
candidate could have 45 minutes
which can be taken at once or
in three 15 minute slots, The
broadcasts will have to be taken
between September 25 and Octo-
ber 16 —seventy two hours prior
to the commencement of the

poll,

congenial

teachers.

V. Thamber,
Institute

Mr, J.
Lanka

ter of Education & Commitiee bas
been appointed to review the sala-
ries of ll teachers. The Commission
has also been empowered to exa-
incen-
working in un-
and a special
allowanee for scarce categories of

The Committee comprises Mr.
D. G, Dayaraine, a former Secre-
tary of the Ministry of Education.
of the Sri

of Development
Administration and Mr, S. _L.. M.
Shafie Marikar, » retired Principal.

Ogctober 1 to 8 at the Jaffna Secre-

by
THE SALVATION ARMY
BAND GROUP FROM COLOMED
&
FRIENDS FROM JAFENA

Presented

and
THANKSGIVING
of
ANNUAL APPEAL
on
Saturday, October 9th, 1982
at B P,

TRIMMER HALL, JAFFNA.

Special Guest & Chasrmarn :
Colonel P. W. Perera o
{Tarrlmn‘nl Commander far Sri Lanka

Admission By Programme.
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EDITORIAL
A Focus again on the North

‘storm the North' was the headline flash in &
The news item, pertained to the projected
dent Jeyawardene and perhaps to the pilot
dertaken earlier, by other leaders of the

The UNP will
Sri Lankan daily last weela..
first visit to Jaffna of Presi
campaigns that would be uo
party. .
It is mot the UNDP alone that has chos‘en _cnrrenﬂy to stf)rm
North', The JVP, the NSSP and the f-aLl-f‘ (11? longer S or
are already im the fray in Jaffna. The LSSP, TC and UNP

we learn, soon te follow.

the
M)
are,

What all parties will canvass for, is not merely the vote n[.the
Jaffna man for their Presidential candidate l.'mt a vote exercised
without any " preference ', without aoy reservation.

For, in the first count & candidate should get wmiore tham fifty
g;.-,uw:.l‘k of the votes cast, to be the winner. If no candidate gets
then the preferences will have to be counted.

per
mare than 50 per cent,

The new scheme entails the responsibility for every party to see
o undue lethargy or indifference marks attendance at the polls

that o ; t
on polling day. A hectic schedule will await party organisers on
20-10-82. Will the voters in the villages be ready to match the

momentum ?

The President's proclamation (after the Supreme_ Court. rulmg Icn
the Third Amendment to the Constitution) announciog his l_ielmsmu
to seek a fresh mandate from the people, triggered the s_\nhcipn.te.d
response from the TULF. The party was not interested in fielding
a caadidate,

But the TC Leader's announcement that he would fill the void
and use the President Election as am islandwide rafereud?m to
gauge the depth of the feeling of the Tamil speaking commumt.y for
Eelane bas been, accordiog to the TULF, a veritable apple of discord
thrown all of a sudden into the political arema in the North.

That it is a political gamble, franght with dapgerous conse-
quences is the view expressed by even those who do not belong
to the TULF ranks.

In the meanwhile President Jeyawardene is expected to arrive in
Jaffna on 2-10-82. He would want the northern voters to show
their appreciation of the massive development projects in the country
(as exemplified in the North by the Third Stage of Cement Fact-
ory) by giving him their vote at the Presidential Elections.

According to the President’s calculations, he would want at least
20,000 votes in each electoral district to win in the fiirst count.

While political parties in the country are obsessed with their
" votes without preferences,” the people in Jaflna are obsessed currently
with a sinister kind of “terrorism” in the form of increasing incidents
of looting and plunder at gunpoint, which are keeping the peeple on edge.

The endless webs of inter connections which these events appear to
portend, are bound to have a morbid effect on the Jaffna people to
whom, above all, the nightmare of the DDC Elections in Jafina
( May — June 1981) is not far shrouded in the harzy past as to be
entirely forgotten,

letter to every voter. He warned
the M, P's against complacency
becaunse they got 30 lakhs of votes
in 1977, A strong organisation was
needed to win an election.

President Organises his
Campaign

At a Meeting of the Government
Parliamentary group on 7-9-82, the
President has announced that his
chief Palling Agent will be Mr, H.
W. Jeyawardena (). C. The District
Minister would be his agent in,
each district- The members of
Parliament will be electoral repre-
setatives. In electorates represented
by Opposition M. Ps, the party
organises will be the electoral repre-
senfatives,

At the 1977 General Election,
the UNP polled 30 lakhs of votes,
while' stsiving to get this number
they should also try to win a large
portion  of the 12 lakhs of new
vaters. They would require at least
20,000 woles in each electorate to
win. o certain electorates, the
nlll.'l.mbar of volers may be less. But
they sbould make up for thig i : e T Yo
other electorates whicE h:v::l?nr:: In_brief
pumber of voters.

The counting at the Presiden.
ti_ai Election will be done, the
FPresident said, on an electoral bagis
at the respective Kachcheries.

The Fresideot also said that he
wouid -be wmddressing A persopal

Visa— barriers to Australia

Some 20,000 Singaporeans visit
Australia eath year and the number
emigrating to Australia has been
steadily rising, more tharn 900 this
year compared with 712 in the
previous 12 months. The growing
number of non-Singaporeans esti-
mated at 700 from Europe, India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka applying
to the High Commission for entry
into Australia will find it now more
difficult. Entry controls were being
tightened up to ensure that visitors
and temporary residents did not
take up jobs which should go to
Australians,

Q 4 large number of governmenit
Sri Lankan Pensioners will get
some relief when the Scheme
of 'compensatory allowances® is
put into operation, The Scheme
will cost Rs, 83.5 million to the
government,

o e D e SIS Ll et

Rome — in the Steps of the Apestles

( Continued from owr 3-9-82 issue)

(2) A tour of a catacomb
has a lasting influence on a wvisi-
Although one is utterly drain-
ed and shaken by the experience
thera is also an intense Awareness
of & healing of the spirit. A
medieval pilgrim once felt impelled
the wall of a cata-

tar,

to write on
comb :

" There ls a light in this
darkness,
there is music in these
tombas ",

No one could have described
it better. The catacomb of St
Calistus is one of the larger cata.
combs. Its subterranean corridors
‘and rooms are on three levels
and was built over a period of
three hundred years. Expanding
according to need, from the
first century to the third century.
A damp air pervades the passa.
ges even in the height of sum-
mer and in spite of a string of
electric lights in the corridors the
atmosphere is eeric and the sha-
dows are lopg. No visitor is
allowed to go in alone lest he
loose his way in the network of
underground tunnels.

“The earth bere is volcanie ”,
the guide explained. ' The tun.
nels and side rooms were dug
out by the “'faithful” with their
hands, wsing small shovels. The
place was used for 'worship, for
hiding those believers who were
fleeing the Roman soldiers and for
burying the dead. The graves were
dug alongside the walls and carsful-
ly sealed with stone slabs. A tiny
earthen lamp was placed, as a
symbol of hope, on the stone slab
gealing the upper side of the grave,
Special prayers were said at the
grave side on the birthday of the

believer...... The birthday would
be the day of his death' conti-
nued the guide, "for to a belie.

ver it markad the day of his
birth into eternal life.”
At another turn in the pas-

sage he stopped and peinted to
symbols painted on the rock face
of the walls, pictures of a dove,
a fish, an anchor, a cross, a group
of Greek letters — symbols used
by the early Christian to identify
himself to a fellow believer.

In the little room that held
the crypt of St. Cecilia he paused
and after we had gathered round
him, he spoke with deep compas-
sion, Cecilia was martyred at the
age of seventeen, She was a girl
of noble birth and gentle breed- .
ing. Legend holds she invented
the organ because she desired for
the Church an instrument whose
tones conld match the ecelestial
music she heard in rare moments,

Even as the tour ended and
we came towards the exit, simg-
ing voices reached us from inside
the catacombs — perhaps another
vigiting group had been inspired
to chant a bymn. As we left tha
last corrider and emerged into the
blinding light of the mid-day sun
we took with us not a feeling of
depression or of supressed anger
at the futility and waste of pas-
sive human suffering, but a deep
consciousness of the abiding qua-
lity, the strength and the gentle.
ness of the Christian Faith. Sad-
ness, there was, but with it ap
awareness of a faith from which
all doubt had been banished,

S hy 5 daram
5, Hillvale Cirele,
Hilis of Skyline, Wilmington,
Delawarel 9808,
LI Sy

TULF Leader Clarifies
Position of Party

At a Seminar held recently
at Sittandy Mr. M. Sivasitham-
param has clarified the position
of the TULF in the comtext of
the current political
ments: —

The TULF is oot interested
in the forthcoming Presidential
Elections. In the General Elec-
tion of 1977, the people have
given us a mandate. It is not
necessary for us to seek a man-
date again.

Mr, Kumar Ponnambalam has
degided on an islandwide Tamil
referendum. 1f be does not get
enough votes, it will be damag-
ing even to the government. It
will also create an opportunity
for people to indulge in a propa-
ganda abroad that the Tamil peo-
ple are against Helam,

The enemies ' of the TULF
are CAITYing om a false propaganda
that by our ‘dialogue’ with the
governmeat, we have forgotten our
mandate. The TULF has regard-

ed the dialogue only as an in-
terim measure,

It is & matter of common
koowledge that in 1977, during

develop- |

the racial riots, Tamil people
suffered untold misery mot mere-
ly in the South but even in the
traditional bomeland of the Tamils,
in the North and East.

We accepted the Development
Councils in order to save our
native soil and our people living
in it.

We had also another ugly
situation to handle — the atraci-
ties against the youth, We hbad
to carry on a dialogue on this
subject with President Jeyawar-
dene in the interests of thess
yOunog peopie.

Two groups are new fune-
tioning in this matter, One to
take charge of youth against
whom cases have been filed and
another to take charge of those

who are under detention without
& trial, [ Mr, M. Sivasithampa-
ram is in overall charge of the

first and Messrs, Pullenayagam and
Chandrakasan, of the .second].

Because of these activities in
which the TULF is involved, it
should not be inferred that the
TULF leaders have forgotten
their mandate,

[ Translated into Enpglish from
a speach reperted by the
Veerakesari on 15-9-82.]
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