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Another
specialised service
from the
People’s Bank

Safe
Deposit Lockers

Protect your valuable jewellery, documents, etc., in a
People's Bank SAFE DEPOSIT LOCKER.

The People's Bank offers you separate safe deposit
locker units in three different sizes and with specialised
staff for prompt individual attention.

This unit is situated at the fully air-conditioned second
floor of the People’s Bank, Head Office.

Rent a Safe Deposit Locker and keep yout
valuables really safe.

Contact:

The Manager,
People's Bank.
Headquarters Branch,

Sir Chittampalam Gardiner Mawatha,
Colombo 2.
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United May:Day 54

The LSSP wants a Jeint May
Day Rally with all the Left
parties and the SLFP. But the
SLFP does not want the JVP and
many of the other Left parties
refuse to appear on the same
platform as the SLFP. So the
SLFP will probobly go-it-alone;
fikewise the fVP. Meanwhile the
UNP will walk-it-alone, In silence.

Another, stronger move for a
joint Left rally is being sponsored
by the CPSL and other Marxist
parties with majority backing
from the |TUAC “in 'which the
S5LFP trade union federation is
a member. A similar proposal
has also come from the newly
formed 5-party 'bloc’ of Maoists.
While serious divisions exist bet-
ween these parties at the political
level, the main tendency at the
trade union level is for the clo-
sing of ranks, with comman
economic demands as the cemen-
ting factor.

The question of a jeint May
Day will probably be the princi-
pal topic of discussion at the
JTUAC-spansored National Conven-
tion on March ?th and [Qth.

Another Queue?

The GMOA's tacticians are
busy on deciding the Association's
next move. In the view of the
amendment to the Establisment
Code on sick leave for doctors,
the old strategem won't work,
So lawyers may help in disco-
vering a new loophole.

Any doctor whe falls ill must
get his leave chit approved by
an officlal speclally authorised
by the Health Ministry's Secre-
tary. Supposing the authorised
Individual is the S$.H.S. of the
area how can a doctor in some
remote rural hospital reach him?
Can he, poor sick man, under-
take a fourney of many miles?

Since the doctors have been
asked to ‘present themselves' ot
the authorised official's place of
work, will a couple of hundred
doctors present themselves at the
same time ot the some place
and form a queue? Would this
be within the low?

IS5 Trouble

It hoppened at Angoda. But
still.. . The UNP-controlled J.5.5.
has quickly acquired an unsavoury
feputation not entirely on account
of its unfortunate initials. Even
the President has had to tick off
the [SS from a public platform.
Recently, two pro-UNP groups
closhed atthe Angodo CTB depat.

Enough's  enough said the
Transport Minister last week and
cracked down hard. But what
of other work places, like banks,
where officers of managerial rank
have been abused and assaulted.
Will the word go right down
the line that unruly  unionists,
J35 or not, should be dealt with
firmly,

Lonely Backbencher

Cabinet Ministers, Non—Cabinet
Ministers, Deputy Ministers, Dis-
trict. Ministers and now, Praject
Ministers. With devolution and
District Development  Councils,
there could be yet another cate-
gory enjoying this delightfully
loose title. In  the meantime,
the backbencher may feel that
he, like the elephant, is a dying
specles.
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''Questions

We ‘know that Muzorewa'is
Abel ‘and thdt Sanjiva Is Reddy
but we Glscard ndt’ figure jf
the Ayatollah Rihollah would be
willing te khomé&ihi'” frém the
cold and settle d’Estaing that
has come up between lfan and
the US. Though Bani ¥ nat
have been Farsi-ing ehough will
he turn out to be aSadr But
wiser man? Wil .. Leonid be
Breshneff to move en to Iran
and Pakistan? Will the Zimba-
weans welcome Joshua' with
N ' Komiums? If the Gang- of
Four .are brought to trial Hua
the people who'll benefit? Fina-
Ily, will JR recontest at the
end of his term or will |984
(vear of portent) bring a new
Bosphorus?  Here's  Xiaoping
everything will turn out right.
Ziz later,

Dematagoda. Boyd Almeida

DPL Conventions

As one who served in two of
our foreign missons {although
fn a non-diplomatic capacity)
| should like to pose this ques-
tion to Sir Senarat Goonewar-
dene, or any of our other yet-
eran envoys or even to the
pundits In the Foreign Ministry,
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Sir Senarat made a loud pro-
test against the holding of US
diplomats as hostages by -the
Iranlan students since it wasa
flagrant violatlon of internatio-
nal conventions and DPL norms,
Did net the Canadians who
helped six US embassy person-
nel to escape from lran with
the help of forged passports
and visas violate the same rules
tao?

Colembe, K.

Standardisation

| am sure there will be oth-
ers who will give an extensive
answer to Dr. Celvin Guna-
ratne's Idea of the "best met-
hod we have of conferring some
degree of raliabillty te raw
marks for purposes of ranking.”
| am writing this only to show
that slogan’s with political im-
plications cannot be judged by
the validity In the sphere of
academic arguments, | am sure
Dr. G. has perfectly logical
arguments to show that this
method is the best. But of

course all that will be highly
abstract and formal.

Truth Is more concrete,
Today the lunatic elements in
the Sinhala Mahajana Peramuna
are making use of exactly these
arguments mixed up with a whole
lot of nonsense, to whip up
hatred against Tamil youth and
Tamil intelligentsia In particular,
Dr. Colvin has no alternative
but to join the bandwaggon
with his “best method".

We are living in 2 changing
world and not In a formally
logical static world. Movements
and developments are the most
important. This was said by
Buddha long before Marx or
Hegel. Truth of what one says
has to be judged according to
its relation to soclo-political
movements and the Influence
it brings into the political
scene. There is no other way
to judge the truth and the
interest of fairpess.

Yickramabahu Karunaratne
Colombe 2.
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Religion and u.:l_nange_

First of all, Its unclear to me
whether the revelwer was (I}
brieily summarizing the Canon’s
speech or (i) critically evaluating
it. As it seems to me that the
first possibility is correct, |
submit these observations.

It's suggested that “The radi-
calism of Jesus Chrisc MUST be
the activating force for any
realistic structural change of
society! While not de-emphasi-
zing one iota of Christ’s rad|-
cal message, it should be rea.
lised that theabove formulation
(Continwed on Page 24)

| By an error in our office,
Reggle Siriwardena made two
unintentional appearances in opur
last fissue, The [irst was on the
cover, where the review of
“Gamini's new film" was wrongly
aseribed to him  instead of to
Touchstone. The other was on
page 2, where the poem “Letter |
to my Wile'' was inadvertently
eredited tohim as his translation.
We apﬂngisﬂ to him for hoth |
1hese errors. — Ed. |
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DOCTORS’ DILEMMA

he confrontation between the

GMOA and the government
has ended. But s it only the
first round? On  points, the
government may claim it won the
day. The government refused to
zccede to what remains the most
controversial of Issues — the post
-graduate examinations and the
GMOA demand that Its members
be allowed to sit the UK exams
locally. The government says that
the pew Institute of Post—graduate
Medicine Is one of the regime's
most progressive measures, On
the question of academic standards,
it has the authoritative verdict of
the three visiting UK professors,
They sald that Sri Lanka has
followed the example of ‘advanced’
countries like Canada and Austraila,
and the standards the Institute
will malintain compare favourably
with Canadian or Australian,

the GMOA retired
from the ring? s it licking its
wounds? *“*Net at all....., this is
only a tactical withdrawal... the
unlon action proved that the
association had the support of the
membership whereas the former
committee which was negotiating
with the Ministry had lost thelr

But has

confidence' observed a2 source
close te the GMOA's new
leadership.

Trade unlon solidarity, " though
Important, s not In itself effec-
tive if the consequences of
collective action do not make a
sufficiently strong impression on the
employer, In this instance, it Is
the government, and the govern-
ment s particularly vulnerable ro
public reactions In an area as
sensitive as health. On February
llth, hospital services in Colombo

and Kandy came to a virtual
standseill, By mid-week, the
services [n most hospitals were

paralysed as hundreds of doctors
reported sick. The undeclared
“strike” spread to the provinces.

The government did not Invoke
the provisions of the tough new
Essential Public Services Act,
The draft law, challenged In the
courts and criticised In the NSA,

had attracted the unanimous
opposition of the major trade
unions and earned [tself strong
condemnation  from the Bar
Council, Civil and Human Rights
organisations etc, A professional
could even lose his licence,

"We are all In a state of
depression......" was the curious
comment made by a top GMOA
spokesman to the ‘SUN®, when
asked to explaln the virus that
had suddenly struck down the
GMOA's membership. The cause,

.... and the

NEWS
BACKGROU

manifestation of much deeper
problems, both peculiarly local as
well as  Third Worldise and
international,

Of all professionals, doctors
constitute  the most powerful
lobby. When he tried to intro-
duce the Idea of state assistance
to the poor, President Kennedy
was shocked to see  himself
denounced as a communist. Hera
the ‘licence o kill' was the
passport to privilege and high

Govt’s too?

evidently, was a sense of oppre-
ssion; the oppressor being the
State. While a [long-suffering
public steeled in cynicism was left
to wonder whether this seli-
diagnosis was something of a sick
joke, the medicine-men staged a
miraculous recovery that s bound
to make medical, if not trade
unien, history,

By the time the doctors found
themselves fit for work the
government has performed a minor
miracle too. In less than 24
hours the Government Press put
out a gazette in  which che
Secretary, Public Administration,
announced an amendment to the
Establishment Code (Sec 6. Chap.
Xll).  Any government doctor who
feels unwell must present himsalf
before a medical officer designated
by the Health Ministry. In short,
no more ‘sick notes’, the easy way,

On the same day, the CDN
reported that both the President
and the Health Minister had re-
fused to meet the GMOA because
its new committee had threatened
direct action if Its demands were
net granted.

Will the GMOA give up the
fight against a determined Govern-
ment or bide jts time? (See
TRENDS)

While an uneasy calm prevails,
it is already clear that the GMOA
action  is a  sharply revealing

income, within the state
and more so outside jt. The
first Bandaranaike government,
bravely supported by an enligh-
tened GMOA, abolished private
practice.

The recovery of lost and re-
stricted privileges (private practice
and channelled practice) was the
main issue in the long drawn-out
battle which marked the 1970,
In this, the AMS (the specialists)
formed a profitable coalition with
the much larger GMOA. Though
numerically weaker, the AMS was
the dominant group which exerted
its enormous (and often subter-
ranean and dubious) Influence at
the highest levels, including the
natlonal  press,  specially the
English-language newspapers. The
medlcal-mudalalis had access to the
top rungs of government and soon
wan many a concesslion,

Watching the AMS-GMOA coali-
tion at work during the last
phase of the U. F. regime, it
was Increasingly evident who was
the organ grinder and who the
monkey. Under the new dispen-
sation, the specialist must echo
the sentiment expressed in a
medical journal patronised by the
drug firms: “'Happy times are here
again™.

The GMOA story is significan-
tly differenc.  As  the social
complexion of the average medical
graduate changed, so did the
corporate personality of the GMOA,.

System
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The young gov't doctor is no
longer a rich or privileged
individual. On the contrary, he

has been caught up in the general
process of pauperization of the
public service sararlat. Those who
by professional status or adminis-
trative rank belonged to the
vpper-middle class are being pushed
downwards to the lower middle
class. Real income ensures down-
ward mobility. This is the fate
of the young doctor, the vast
majority of the GMOA member-
ship.

He has many grievances. Where
there are no GP's, a DMO or
house officer can earn several
thousand. But not where patients
have access to private practitioners.
He has to share a room with 3 or
4 colleagues, sometimes sleeping
on a mattress. Living conditions
are terrible, transport difficult,
and the allowances barely adequ-
ate. All this Is a fertile ground

for resentment. He sees UN
‘volunteers’ highly paid  but
sometimes less qualified, reside

In nice houses, with refrigerators,
garages and fans, and using State
vehicles - for touristic weekends.

At a higher level, a smaller
group is keen on foreign post-
graduate qualifications as an escape
route to obs abroad. Notall the
passport restrictions, the bonds
and the Compulsory Service Acts
of the U. F. regime could stop
well over a hundred skipping the
country. The “pull" {the reasons
are both economic and personal)
is part of the phenomenon popul-
arly styled the ‘brain drain’,
(See the U. N. Feature ‘How
the Poor Aid the Rich" P. 12,

CRM protests

he Civil Rights Movement has

issued a strongly worded stace-
ment on the proposed law to
control social service organisations.
The CRM describes it as “‘a gross
and unprecedented viclation of
freedom of association'.

Observing that the drafe law
seeks to bring all such social
service bodies under direct govern-
ment contral, the CRM notes that
“a government officlal may enter
and inspect the premises of the
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organisation, may convene an
executive committee meeting or
general meeting to take place at
such place and time as be directs,
may attend the meetings himself,
and give directions to the execu-
tive commlttee!

The CRM's president js Blshop
Lakshman Wickremasinghe, and Its
Secretary is Mr. Desmond Fernando,
Attorney-at-Law,

Re-shuffle
...really?

hat was the Cabinet re-
shuffle that was....
Whatever else may be said

against the UNP it surely cannot
be faulted ' for lack of novelty.
The novelty does express Itself, It
is true, in the most breezy forms.

Once upon a time there was a
small group of intellectual busy
bodies known as the Srl Kotha
experts. Some of them have taken
wing, while others have swung
smartly into wvarious enterprises.
A few have discreetly sunk Into
silence, But even a 5ri Kotha
Socrates would be hard put to
squeeze rationallty out of the
re—shuffle although at least one
change may appeal to his dialec-
tical sense.

The Minister of Public Admini-
stration s alse the Minister of
Plantation Industries! The fact Is
that whatever plantations he may
administer would not be too public,
The two largest public sector
organisations running the planta-
tions, the JEDB and the 5PC, are
ne langer part of his turf.

Everybody knew that Nissanka
Wijeyeratne was for the high jump.
But whoever thought he would
Jump as high as Hulftsdorp Hill?
On the way up, things get curi-

auser. The new lustice Minister
will be called upon to do justice
also to the aims and .ideals of

the United Mations Educational,
Scientific and Culwural Organisation
UNESCO, headquarters Paris,

The truth 1s that this looks
meore like the principal’s observa-
tions in the mid-term report of
his unusually crowded, weirdly

assorted and not very bright class
of 1977. As a hightly intelligent
Rector he deserved a better batch
of students bue, as the man said,
aiyo what to do! (Oh for old
pals, ltke N.M, and Colvin!)

Some of those found weak iIn
the sciences have been transferred
te the arts while a few who have
shewn a talent to play too many
games have been put onte the
field. .... or to grass. A few
prefects have had their badges re-
moved; 3 maniter here and there
has had some of his powers cur-
bed and seme well-behaved boys

from the back row have been
brought up front.
H.E. warks in dharmysterlious

ways His miracles to perform.
‘JVP split’
alleges K. P.

“There is a splic in the JVP

leadership on the Afgha.
nistan issue” sald the Communist
Party's General Secretary K.P.

Silva, speaking to a largely student
audience at Peradeniya campus’
Mew Arts Theatre, on the subject
of ‘The path the Left should take
today.” The IJVP's public silenca
on Afghanistan flles In the face of
its militant internationalist preten-
slons, he sald, commenting signific-
antly that “the neo-Trotskylst top
leadership was reluctant to sall-
darise with the Afghan Revolution
and the USSR, while the genuinely
internationalist, non-Trotskyist seg-
ment of the leadership wished to
declare such solidariey,”

Replylng to a question from the
audience, K. P. Silva jsald that the
CPSL and the IVP were at one
in their common rejection of the
Chinese characterization of the
USSR as ‘social- Imperialist.” The
JYP had also taken correct positions
on the Kampuchean issue, soli-
darized with Yletnam and suppor-
ted Cuba. However at a deeper
level, the JYP held to a Trotskyist
view of the soclalist bloc and the
world communlst movement, alleg-
ing ‘that it had 'degenerated into
Menshevism following Lenin's
death.” Furthermore the IVP

{(Conritied on Page z2i)



An Olympian
by Sidat Sri Nandalochana

hether the Soviets are in

Afghanistan or Americans in
Vietnam or yet still - whether
there is a repetition of the Bay
of Pigs, the Olympics deserve to
be held. From its small origins
the Olympics have developed over
the centuries, engendering rich
traditions to become the greatest
single sporting event of the world,
To allow it to be snuffed out by
the whims of individuals would
be a tragedy of Olympian pro-
portions,

The International Olympic Co-
mmittee has shown a remarkable
unanimity and independence in
resisting the many efforts to
muzzle and muscle them by stand-
Ing firm In  their decisian that
the games will be held on schedule
in Moscow. Quite unfortunately
Its vlews as expressed by Lord
Kilanin have been submerged by
the welter of opinion calling for
an Qlymple boycortt.

Surely there Is great substance
in the view that the Olympics is
not the private property of the
U.5.A. or China or for that matter
the Soviet Union. Moscow is enly
the venue of the current Olympic
games, and the decision to hold
It there was taken by the |.O.C.
after having examined the claims
of different nations.

It is well to know that the
matter is not allowed to rest
there, for the development plans
and their progress are under
constant  review with the ever
present threat of the games being
shifted elsewhere should specifi-
cations and standards not be met,
It is therefore appropriate to
mention that Lord Kilanin has
gone on record as saylng that
the facilities that Moscow s pro-
viding for the competitors is exem-
plary, and thatis certainly high
praise ceming in the wake of
Tokyo, Munich and Montreal,

To get hysterical about Afgha-
nistan is easy, but those who do

so and advocate a boycott of
Moscow must realise chat the
very exsistance of the Olympic
movement  will  hereafter be in

tragedy

jeopardy. It needs no clairvoyant
to forsee the fate ' that awaits
the Los Angeles games in 1984,
Fredictably the Socialist Block will
retaliate and the line up of boy-
cotters there is bound toe be
equally Impressive.

There Is no gainsaying the fact
that an American pull-out of Mos-

cow will effectively doom bath
the track and field and swimming
events. For long now the Ameri-

cans have not eonly dominated
these events but even shocked
the world with thelr super-human
record breaking prowess. In their
absence the winners will have to
be satisfied with hollow victories
and their achivements will always
be of a dublous quality. With
China also allowing her present
anti-Sovietism to blind her, the
prospect of this mighty giant emer-
ging as a redoubtable Olympic
contender must for the moment
at least be forgotten,

Many other small nations will
undoubtedly line up behind the
U.S.A , but this numerical strength
of the boycotters though regret-
table will not have quite the
same effect as the absence of the
U.5.A. and China. The one excep-
tion perhaps if It answers the
call of Carter will be the British
squad, because it contains two
exquisite natural athletes in Sebas-
tlan Coe and Stave Ovett that
the world would dearly love to see.
Despite these crippling blows the
Moscow Olymples are bound to
be held as planned and although
the Socialist media will do Its
utmost to shrug off the debilitating
effects of the American and Chinese

absence the games will certainly’

be devoid of its glamour.

What is it that limmy Carter
hopes to achieve by his call far
a2 boycott in this his re-election
year! Could this be his way of
shoring up  his dwinding Image
in hls race against the Kennedy
charisma!  WIll the Americans who
feel that he is too soft be Im-
pressed by his hysterical posturings

(Continied on Page =)
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US — CHINA — VIETNAM

Central role and convergence

n  what the International

Herald Tribune described asa
“leap forward in US-China rela-
tions', the US has granted China
full status as a trading partner,
One of the main results of this
bilateral agreement is that US
tarifis on Chinese goods will be
reduced from 20% to 10%. In
return, China will facilitate US
business activity in China.

The Congressional decision, the
IHT noted, makes the USSR the
only major socialist country that
does not enjoy such status as a
trading partner of the US, The
question was discussed as long
ago as the Mixon-Brezhnev
summit. The Budget office revealed
that the  most-favoured—-nation
resolution on China will cost the
US Treasury about 70 miillen
dollars.

The Congressional move came
soon after Defence | Secretary
Harold Brown's return fream China,
The IHT report sald: “Pentagon
officials who asked not to be
Identified said that the Defence
Secretary had told the Chinese
that the US was prepared to
consider milltary sales on a case-
by-case basis". !

In the Senate the same weel,

Sen Henry ‘Scoop’ lackson, the
foremost rightwing ‘hawk’ and
Peking-supporter observed that

the US had a "significant stake®
in a strong China that could play
“a central role - the geopolitical
balance of power™.

The American conception of
this central role became clearer
during Mr. Brown's visit. Reporting
frem Hong Kong, Mayan Chanda,
of the Far Eastern Economic
Review wrote: “The US Defence
Secretary spoke rather approvingly
of Chinese ‘pressure’ (meaning
the February 1979 Invasion) on
Vietnam and admitted ({the first
time a US official has done so)
that Washington has "done quite
a lot In terms of urging others,. ..
to impose economic penalties on
Vietnam™, Mr, Brown remarked
that the common task now was
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to “ensure that our converging

assessments are translated Into
effective respoenses’’. This s
Interpreted In  Peking, added

correspondent Chanda, as “parallel
and coordinated action against
Yietnam®,

During the Brown visit, it also
became clear that In line with
this joint strategy the US would
recognise Indo-China as a “sphere

of Chinese special interests'” while -

China extends actlve support to
US policies elsewhere, especially
the Middle East and South Asia.

While Peking has virtually
blocked negotiations with Vietnam

Amnesty

mnesty [nternational announ-
Aced that a regional conference
of human rights activists had reco-
mmended the creation of a "Latin
American Human Rights Commi-
ssion”. At a four-day meeting
(I1-14 January) in San Jose, Costa
Rica, the human rights campaigners
brought together by Amnesty Inter-
national said that the establishment
of a non-governmental human rights
organization for the region was
an “urgent and unquestionable
necessity”’.

The meeting also urged the
competent bodies of the United
Mations and the Organlzation of
Amerlean States to work towards
the “internatjonalization of the
right of harbeas corpus”.

The meeting had been convened
to focus on the need for practical
action against the torture, killlng
and “‘disappearance’” of political
detainees in Latin America.

International
Latin America

and announced its
te resume talks

unwillingness
with the LISSR,
China is intensifying its pressure
moves on  Vietnam on all fronts,

The Peking press has recently
launched a hew propaganda campaign
to Justify Chinese claims on the
Paracel and  Spratly islands.
Diplomats in Bangkok are also
watching two new developments:
the remnant forces of the discredi-
ted Pal Pot are now being helped
with fresh arms supplies and
Chinese military advisers, and
trained subversive groups of ethnic

Chinese who lived earller in
Vietnam and Laos are being
infiltrated Into these countries.

on

More than 50 people, Including
members of human rights groups,
lawyers, trade unionists, peasant
leaders, medical doctors and others
committed to the defence of human
rights, attended the conference.
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INDIRA GANDHI

by Gail Omvedt

Tha most significant fact ab-
out the recent Indian parlia-
mentary election may not after
all be Indira Gandhi's impres-
sive majority, but the fact that
for the first time she is confron-
ting a united Communist left
that has become the major op-
position force,

Gandhi's Congress(l) won two-
thirds of the Lok Sabha seats but
with only 42.58% of the popular
vote—a bit less than in her equ-
ally big 1971 victory and lower
still than the undivided Congress
party received in the years of Its
unchallenged dominance from 1952
to 1967, In the process she nearly de-
cimated the bourgecis opposition
parties and left the two big Com-
munlst  parties — the CPl and
CPI{M) — together holding mare
seats than any other single oppo-
sition farce,

Mere significantly, the Congress
(1) juggernaut was checked in the
Communist stronghalds of Kerala,
West Bengal and Tripura. Here
CPI (M) - led lefe fronts (Including
only Marxist parties in West Ben-
gal and Tripura, and some small
bourgeois parties in addition in
Kerala) won alarger share of seats
than Gandhi did In the" country
as a whole.

And this was followed up by a
Communist victory in state assem-
bly elections held in Kerala on
January 23, when the “left-Demo-
cratic front” won 93 of a total
of 140 seats. This happened in
spite of an united opposicion un-
der the Congress (1), in spite of
an intensive whirlwind campa-
ign tour by Mrs. Gandhi her-
self fresh from her new status
as Prime Minister and witha
much higher voter turnout than
in the national elections (80°/
as compared to 63%). The laft
victory, which gave the CPI (M)
35 seats and the CPl 17 in the
Kerala assembly, ended a period
of 10 years in which the CPlI (M)
had been excluded from govern-
mental power in Kerala by an alli-
ance between the Congress and the
CPl. It has resulted now In thrae

state governments in india under
Communist leadership.

Though Communist electoral
strength Is now “regionalizad"
(they put up few candidates and

and galned few seats ouctside the
threestates), their's was nota regio-
nal vote. Other regionl (le. linguis-
tic—natianal) parties, including the
Akali Dal of the Punjab and the
AIADMK of Tamilnadu, were deci-
mated by the Congress (I) sweep. In
the country as a whole the Commu-
nists, though united, could not
present themselves as a really via-
ble political force, but in the three
states they could. And itis clear
that the toiling masses of Kerala,
West Bengal and Tripura voted for
the Communists because they saw
them as the best protectors of
thelr interests whatever they may
have felt abaut the limitatiens
and deficiences of the movements
under their leadership.

It is also clear that as Prime
Minister Gandhi moves to resolve
the tremendous economic and polj-
tical crisls shaking the country, the
strongest forces of repression will
be directed against the working
class movement In general and the
Communist lefc in particular, inclu-
ding the state governments of
West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura,

As for the working class, every
editorial comment and every indus-
trialists statement following the
election has not only breathad a
sigh of rellef at the prospect of
stability but made it clear that
the most serious problem is the
so-called “law and order’ situation
in industry, where the workars
have been engaged inone of the
biggest strike waves in history.
“Labour is controlling us, no: we
controlling them", capitalists have
complained, and expressed thelr
satisfaction that pow Indira Gandhi
will take a "bold and agressive
policy”. In fact to compete undar
the conditions of international im-
perialism, Indian industry Is being
forced to Impose speedup and to
“discipline’ its militant workers,
making repression a neccessary

'AND LEFT UNITY

Special to the
Lanka Guardian

feature of existence. Since the two
Communist-led union centres (AIT
UC and CITU) together have over
2 million members (including socla-
list and small marxist-led unions
this would be nearly 3% million),
it Is inevitably thelr cadres who
will face the brunt of repression,
whatever may be the compromising
tendencies of the party leadership,

Similarly, efforts of the CP| (M)
and CPl to follow “moderate” po-
licies in the states under thelr
leadership will in the end make
no difference as popular militancy
pushes their cadres on and soma
state governmental support gives
their movements chances to grow.
Already Indira Gandhi is vigorously
engaging [n attempts to overthrow
the remaining opposition-led state
governments in nothern and cen-
tral India, and defections to her
party are rapldly causing the de-
mise of these Janata, Lok Dal and
Congress (U)-led gavernments, This
will not work with the Commu-
nist-led governments, and in the
future there will bz a complex
process of pressure and diserimi-
nation from the centre (withhold-
ing of aid for projects, police inter-
ference, etc), fostering of commu-
nal and reactlsniry forces inters
nally and attempting both to whip
up anti-communist hysterla and
give it some popular basa.

This confrontation batween
Indira Gandhi and the organized
left (and not simply repression of
Naxalite-organized armed struggle)
will soon become the central
political feature of India, And
this s a totally new situation. For
from the begining, and particularly
since 1971 when Indira won her
first massive popular victory, the
main oppositional force was a bour-
geois one, and the Communists
were divided, some supporting the
indira Congress, some supporting
the bourgeois oppasition. As a re-
sult they remalned politically in-
effective and it was this bourgeois
force, the lapata party, that was
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voted into power when the Indian
people rejected the Emergency in
I1977. Now it Is the Janata that
has been discredited and divided
and the left that s beginning—only
beginning—to stand forth as an al-
ternative. And this isa momen-
tous fact.

Left: From Disunity to Unity

This of course assumes that the
newly formed and fragile “'lefc unicy™
will stick, To assess this, It Is
important te look a bit at its his-
tﬂr}"-

The undivided Communlist Party
of Indla had strong internal
factional differences since before
independence which produced a split
in 1962 Into the CPland the CPI (M
and a second major splitin 196
when sections of the CPI (M), follow-
Ing the Naxalbari revolt, broke away
from the party to call for rural-
based armed revolution and of these
nearly half formed the pro-Chinese
CPI(ML) in 1969,

The Naxalite movement after
much repression and flux remains
large but extremely factionalized;
thus the CPland CPI (M) are still
organizationally the biggest commu-
nist parties. OF these the CPl ac-
cepts the Soviet line of peaceful
transition to socialism in alliance
with an “antl-Imperialist and anti—
feudal™ progressive national bour-
geoisie. It has tended to identify
the Congress and especially
Indira Gandhi as the political re-
presentative of the national bour-
geolse because of a generally pro-
Sovlet foreign policy, public sector
promotion etc. Since the Congress
party split In 1969 and throughout
the Emergency the CPlsubordinated
its organizing to an alliance with
the Indira Congress.

The CPI (M) in contrast ar-
gued that India was a *“bour-
eois-landlord state dominated
E]r the big.- bourgeocisie having
increasing links with imperia-
lism*; the Congress party was
identified as the representative
of this big bourgeoisie and thus
as the main political enemy of
the working class,: The CPl (M)
in contrast to the CPl, does
not clearly identify any major
bourgeoios party asa ‘‘national
bourgeois® section or call for
a strategic alliance with it; as
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a result its policy tends to be
more flexible, that is to say less
taillist. Nevertheless it has iden-
tified the oppesition to Indira
Gandhi and finally the Janata Party
as a "democratic” anti-authorita-
rlan force and so allled with |t
and with smaller reglonal parties,

The Naxalites define the Indian
state as controlled by the *‘com-
prador and bureaucratic bourgeoisie
and feudal landlords' a pasition
which Inltially led them to reject
an alllance with any “revislonlst”
party, to reject any form of electo-
ral participation in favour of armed
struggle. Mevertheless two trends
also exist within the Naxalites,
One section, originally led by
Satyanarayan Singh (SN5) and now
consisting of the Chandra Pully
Reddy-led CPl (ML), has tended
directly or indirectly to call for
an alllance with Janata and some
other opposition forces, mainly an
the grounds of Identifying ‘‘soclal
imperialism™ (together with Its
agents, which are considered to
be many: the Indira Congress,
CPl, CPI (M), Lok Dal etc) as the
maln enemy. Other sections have
tended to maintain the position of
denouncing and staying aloof from
all bourgeois and revisionist forces.

The result of this communist
split was politically disastrous.
Although Cemmunist influence was
spreading in the working class
(In particular in new industrial areas
llke Faridabad and Ghaziabad ar-
ound, Delhi, Bangalore, Pune etc
the more militant uniens of CPI (M)
and some smaller communist groups
were growing dominant), although
rural struggles especially of agricul-
tural labourers and poor peasants
were intensifying sometjmes to the
point of armed conflict, although
the dalit (anti-caste) movement was
taking a2 more militant form and
beginning to open up to the left
in a new way, the Communists as
a whole totally falled to make any
political Impact at all. Communist
electoral vote stagnated after §962
in spite of widening mass Influence,
As for nonelectoral politics, not
only was the Naxalite armed stru-
ggle crushed (though Naxalite mass
bases have remained and often face
rofi:e repression, these are no
onger seen as offeringa serious
policical  threat In the way the

1967-69 outburst did) but neither
the CPI(M) nor the MNaxalites
could emerge as a leader in the
fight against the Emergency dicta-
toership.  Thus in 1977 the Indian
masses, In voting thelir disapproval
of the Emergency, could only turn
to the bourgeois opposition, the
lanata party.

It was the last few years,
the experience of both Emer-
gency and post-Emergency rep-
ression, that forced some chan-
ge in this tendency to split.
Criticism grew - within CPl against
the party's disastrous support of
the Emergency, and at Jts January
1978 Bhatinda party conference
there was self-criticism for this
and a repudiation of the “Dange
line"—then party chalrman §. A.
Dange has been throughout the
most consistent- follower of Indira
Gandhi ameng the communists.
Thus In the 1980 elections CPI
supported the left front and Lok
Dal/Cengress (U} alliance and refu-
sed to support Dange as the
party’s candidate from his own
personal stronghold in the textile
area of Bombay as (it was Dange
who led the Communists' first
historical establisment of a working
class base in a six-month 1928
strike of 200,000 textile workers).
Dange openly supported Gandhi
and his followers broke party dis-
cipline to compalign for her. Never
theless the anti-Dange group in the
CPl Is now firm and though Dange
persists and retrains some heold,
he will probably at best be able
to force a split.

The CPI (M) has also changed,
Its alliance with the Janata also
came increasingly under ecriticism
particularly from party cadres who
found themselves facing repression
in Janata-ruled states after [977
and clearly saw Janata's base among
merchants, reactionary sections of
the middle class and some landlords,
This produced ne open change In
its 1978 party conference, but never-
theless more militant sections be-
Ean to Increase their influence and
in 1979 the party finally withdrew
its supoort from Janata after the
Charan-Singh-led Lok Dal broke
away from it, leaving Janata mainly
based on the ex-lan Sangh cadres,
Though there are still pro-Janata
forces within the party (particularly



In west Bengal which Is contro-
lied by the most conservative sec-
tions), the CPI (M} is also not likely
to go back to this particular bour-
geols alliance. And so “left uuity”,
based on the CPl and CPI (M)
but including also smaller mar-
xist parties and openingup to
naxalites and other nonparli-
mentary marxists, has now beco-
me a fragile and begining reality.

As for the ML groups there
are now three sections ameng the
Naxalites. The Chandra Pully Reddy-
led CPl (ML) not only maintains
Its anti-"'social imperialist” posi-
tion, but supported Janata in cer-
taln west Bengal constitvencies
against the CPI(M). most other
sections continue their boycottist
line one group, organizationally
small but representing probably
a significant section of ML and
ex-ML opinion, is giving *criti-

cal support'’ to the left front. '

This group is led by Kanu Sanyal,
the former peasant leader of the
MNaxalbari revolt itself, Similarly,
many independent Marxists who
feel that all the hitherte dominant
communist trends are wrong in seek-
ing a “nation bourgeoisie™ to ally
with, are also split between boy-
cottists and critical supporters,
but those with most mass work
have generally hailed the emer-
gency of left unity on the groun-
ds that ‘‘this left unity itself
is not revolutionary but itisa
medium in which the revoluti-
onary movement can grow.

Future prospects

What of the future? First some
have argued that the present sit-
ution Is In many ways a throwback
to the pre-|967 period politically:
both the Congress (now of course
the Indira Congress) and the Comm-
unist have about the same percen-
tage of the votes and seats they
had In the 1952-62 years. But
this is only superficially true. The
Communist base has increased and
solidified significantly in  Kerala
and West Bengal, and jts- mass
organizations (though net its poli-
tical supporc) have expanded signl-
ficantly throughout the rest of the
country. Mere important, Indian
scciety Is now engulfed in an all-
around crises that was simply not
there when the task of begining
some kind of capitalist devolopment

after Independence was first undar-
taken: In the earlier period there
was significant development, people
had hopes in the new indipendent
Indian state, and mass movements
fell to a low ebb, Now mass move-
ments are on the rise everywhere
as workers, poor peasants and an
Increasingly desperate middle class
fight against Inflation and wage
cuts and struggle to survive [n the
face or unemployment power cuts
and shortage of essential icems
like gooking gas. Communists are
Increasingly at the lead of these
and even morae significant, Indian
industry must repress its volatile
working class to compete Interna-
tionally.

There are however very signi-
flcant weaknesses to the new left
unity. Mot only are thera power-
ful forces in both major communist
partles trying to drag them back
to their old taillist policies, but
the revisionlst, bureaucratic tend-
encies and theoretical weaknesses
that have been the basis of the
taillism and the splits remain. (This
is also true of the ML movement
which Is proving itself to be if
anything more dogmatic than its
revisionist opponents and less open
to developing a renewed marxist
analysis of Indian society that can
take account of such phenomenon
as caste). More important, The left
front is still in veryinitial stages
and has not yet based ltself on
a program of struggle that would
present it as a political alternative,

Mevertheless important steps
have been taken. And it is ciear
that the bourgeoisie Itse)f hardly
feels secure; most political com-
mentary has stressed as crucial,
the “'volatile™ and “unstable’ nature
of the popular vote which swung
from 445 for the Indira Congress
in 1971 down to 349 in 1977 and
within only two years back to 439,
Such commentator themselves are
recognizing that the Indian masees
are bigining to shake off their
bondages of dependence on rural
bosses and ties through caste and
kin to almost actively search for
leadership out of their misery and
towards a new soclety. Thus In
spite of the evidence that Indira
retains her popularity, there s a
real fear among the ruling classes
about what lies anead.
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NICARAGUA (8)

Popular unity, Sandinista

hegemony

by a Special Correspondent

he fermation and transferma-
Tt[un of various bourgeols opposi-
tionist coalitions, and the shifting
alliances they were drawn Into
with the mass organisations repre-
senting the popular sectors, is a
complex and facinating saga which
does not bear a detailed chronicling
within the compass of this series
of articles, We may however
permit ourselves some generalisa-
tions while attempting to sketch
In cutline the important turning
points in this process of achievement

of bread popular wnity. (See
chart on opposite page)
The bourgeois opposition (and

those ‘enlightened’ sections of
U. S, imperialism's policy-makers)
failed in their repeated attempts
to present a viable reformist option
because they had no politieal ‘space’
for manceuvre, On the one hand
they were unable to effect a nego-
tiated settlement with Somoza,
thanks to the latter’s intransigence,
while on the other hand they were
incapable of unleashing er spearhea-
ding a consequential struggle against
the Semozist oligarchy.

Throughout the twentieth century
sections of the  Nicaraguan
bourgeoisie had supported and
participated In struggles against
the L. 5. presence and successive
Somoza regimes. Sometimes these
seruggles had taken viclent forms
teading to armed uprisings or
partisan warfare. However, these
sections of the bourgecisle had
also proved unsuccessful in the
efforts to unseat the dictatorships.
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Moreover, thesa bourgeois frac-
tions had proved susceptible to
imperialism’s financial and political
blandishments, decelarating and
finally abandoning viclent mass
struggles in favour of negotlated
solutions which In turn proved
Musory eor ephemeral, Indeed,
General Sandino (who was himself
an oil worker at one time) led the
waorker-peasant masses in guerilla
warfare against the U. 5. marines
at a stage when the bourgeocis
opposition had abandoned the
struggle, So, the new generation
of Sandinista revolutionaries which
emerged In the 1960's had learnt
the lesson from Micaraguan history
that while it was possible and
necessary to win over certain
fractions of the national bourgeocisie
to the struggle agalnst imperialism
and the Somoza oligarchy, these
bourgeois fractions could not and
would not lead a struggle to a
definitive conclusion.

If the struggle was carrled out
under a bourgeols leadership It
would be aborted and the national
aspirations and social demands of
the broad masses would remaln
unfulfilled. Even If the bourgeols
sectors were deprived ofavanguard
rele they would prove to be
translent and vacillatory allies,
many of whom who would be
satisfied with a situation of ‘Somoza
~lsm’ minus Somoza', Still such
allies, whom it would be difficult
to lump under the catch-all
category of ‘national bourgeoisie’
— a term so dear to and deployed
so indiscrimipately by our local

Maolsts —had to be integrated
into the struggle, “however
temporary, unstable or vacillatory'’
they may turn out to be.

Expand national-popular unity to
the maximum extent possible while
circumventing a bid for |eadership
by the bourgeols cppositional sec-
tors. Ensure Sandinista leadership
and the hegemony of the revolu-
tlonary perspective as opposed to
the reformist one. This was the
FSLN's project which it carrled
through by according primacy to
the strategy of armed struggle;
seizing and maintaining the political
initiative by means of decisive
military actions at crucial moments ;
and strengthening the relative
weight or specific gravity of the
working people within  the
revolutionary process  (thereby
reducing the welght of cthe
bourgeois sectors) by taking the
lead in creating, strengthening
and expanding mass organizations
equipped with the perspective of
genuine natlonal independence,
radical social change and popular
power.,

As the struggle went on Nicaragua

became polarized intoc two camps
leaving the non-Soemoza bourgeaisie
ne room for manouevre and
negotiation In between. On the
one hand, there was the camp
of Somoza and the Mational Guard,
on the other hand there was the
camp of the masses In which the
bourgeols opposition found [tself
situated In, with no viable option.
Since Somoza's ferocious repression
had rendered armed struggle
Inevitable and since the gun was
grasped firmly in the Sandinista
fist, the masses [ndentified fully
with the FSLM.



* |97 : Earthquakes devastate much of
Managua. The oligarchy swindles reljef
assistance and exports blood plasma.

* 1974 : Unlon Demecratic de Libera-
tlon (Unien for Demoeratic Liberation
- UDELY is formed., comprising seven
political parties and their trade unien
federations Including the Communist
Party and Its T.UW. erganisation, UDEL
is committed to the ouster of Somoza,
and hopes to enlist liberal opinion In
the U. 5, to force this custer. It has no
programme of social transformatlen and
en¥islons a model bourgeois - demoeracy
for post Somoza Micaragua. Only the
CP and its T. U. call for the natiopaliza-
tion of all Somoza's property.

* end of Decamber 1974 : FSLM makes
2 dramatic comeback after its 1967 defeat
and years of clandestine policical acti-
vism, by attacking an X'mas party and
taking 12 members of Somoza's court
camarllla, hostage, These are exchanged
for 14 polivical prisoners, A sgate of sgj
Is  imposed and armed  struggle
recoMmances,

* 1975/76 : The Internal debate gives
rise to thres distinct tendencies within
the F5SLM.

* post 1975 @ The majority tendency
decides to open its ranks o non Marxist
but radical Christians who envision a
pattern of socialism based on co-opera-
tives, The majority tendency actively
secks to win the support of imporcane
sectors of the Church, which since the
end of the [960's has opposed Somoza
for his massive vielation of human rights.

* |96 - 1977 : UDEL launches human
rights campaign, seeking te sensitize
opinion jn the WS and mebilize U, 5.
Congressional support In its anti Somoza
cause,

* |977 : After conslderable debate, the
U. 5. Congress votes to continue military
assistance (o Somoza, thus exposing the
fundamencal frailey of UDEL's strategy.

* September 1977 The Group of
Twelve, is formed and calls on the people
to support the FSLM's armed struggle.

* Ocwober 1977 ¢ In 2 sop to the U, 5.
Congrass, Somoza lifes martial law and
press censorship after three years,

* late 1977 The F5LMN
inigiatve with daring
Mational Guard garrisons in sevaral
provincial towns, These attacks marked
2 change from defensive to offensive
operations for the FSLN., according te
Humberte Oreega, The FSLN simuliane-
ously entered into broad eactieal alllances.

seizes the
attacks on the

* January 1978 : The Carter administra-
tions efforts o effect & reformist
golutlon was delivered a shattering blow

when Pedre  Joaquin Chmorrs  was
assassinated by Somozaist elements.
Chamorro, editer - publisher  of the

oppositlen newspaper *La Prensa’, influen-
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tial membar of the conservative party
and a founder member of UDEL was a
staunch opponent of Somoza and a kay
figure In a bourgeois solution to the
crigis, The C, 1. A, hewevar, alarted
Someza to the State Depe's efforts, and
Chamorro was killed.

* Jan = May/June *78 : In the immed |ate
aftarmath of Chamorre*s murder, UDEL
called a general serike plus a lockout |, 8,
a joint effort by labour and sections of
the bourgeoisle, tp overthrow Somoza,
This paralyzes the capita] Mapagus and
other major cities,

* March - July 1978 : Movimento Pushlo
Unide (MPU - United Pooples Movement)
is formed comprising 23 mass orga-
nizations representing the popular (1. e.
nen - baurgeois) sectors. This coalition of
labour, student and nelghhourheod
organlsations include the CF and lts T. U,
federation. The MPU |ssues a programme
for a post Somoza Micaragua, which
envisianed a reformed economy, 2l the
basic branches of which would be
nationalized.

* July 1978 : The Frente Ampllo di
Opasiclon  (FAQ - Broad  Oppesition
Front) Is farmed after negotiations which
began in May. Comprising all opposition

groups including the Twelve, UDEL,
labour worganisacdons, business groups
and traditional opposition  political

parties, it dchleved a broad unity of the
entire opposition. In  its ranks were
& oppesition parties (including the 4
factlons of the Conservatives, the So.
cial Christians, the Sogiallses and the CP)
and the 3 major T, U, federacions, two
of which were affiliated to the WETU
and |CFTU respectively. The Group of
Twelve linked the FSLN into this FAQ,

which was deminated by bourgeois
demacrats.
* Augusg 1978 : US  State Dept. of-

ficials as well as liberal bourgeois Latln
American goves. suffer a grave setback in
their efforts to negotiate a2 reformise
compromise with the bourgecis scctors
of the F. A, O,, when the FS5LMN sgeps
into the breach croated by the [apter's
attempt o call off the general strike.
The FSLM seizes the popular imagination
by Its daring and successful assault on
the Mational Assembly, while it was in
sesaion. Exchanging thelr hostages for
59 jailed comrades, the FSLMN detachment,
balenging to che Insurrectionist Tendency
and led In this operation by Comman-
dante Zero (Eden Pastora), staged a
triumphant ride co the airport through

streets thronged with cheering Micara--

guans.

* Septembor 1978 : Following a fresh
general  strike, the F5LMN  launched
actacks on Mational Guard garrisons in
its pravineial cleies, Thousands of young-
sters fight alengside the FSLN regulars
and 4 cities were liberated. The
insuerrection j5 crushed in a2 sea of

blood, but this meraly sarves ta [solate
Sgmoza even from the rest of the
hemisphere, and renders centenable for
the U, 5 A, 3 polley of overt support
to Somoza.

* March 1979 : Tha MPU (United
Peaples Movement) in which FSLM influ-
ence was predominane, issued a 12 point
programme which  guaranteed broad
political and individual |iberties as wall
as a substantial toll for the private
sector [n a post Someza Mlcaraguan
economy, where all Somozist propercy
would be nationalized. The 3 FSLM
tendencies announce publicly, thag they
had agreed on a unified military command
and strategy, and had endorsed the MPU
programme,

® AprilfMay 1979 Frequent  armed
clashes oceured between the FSLM and
the Guard, The F5LM organised 130
workers commissions' in the wurban
factories, in preparation for an Insurrec-
tlan,

* June 1979 : A new general scrike
commenced, timed ta coincide with
the FSLM's final offensive which sparked
off the massiva nationzl insurrection,

* late June 1979 ; The Organisation of
American  States (OAS)  maeting  in
Washington rejects the U, 5, call for a
*ceaseflire and peicekeeping’ force to be
sent to Micaragua,

* July &ch 1979 : Somoeza announces hig
willingness to resign and leaves the
timing of his departure upto the US to
decide upon,

* July 10cth 1979 ; The FS5LM, forced
out of Managua during the earller stages
of the insurrectlon, beglns to march on
Managua,

* lunefjuly 1979 : The US tries to
enfist the support of the QAS to
undercut the 5 person junca backed by
the FSLM. This Junta comprlises Serglo
Ramirez Mercado — 2 writer belonging to
the Group of 12, Alfense Rebello Callejas-
an |ndustrialise belonging to the FAO,
Moises Hastan-a young  unlversity dan
of the MPU, Videtra Chamarre of the
Conservative Party and Danlel Ortega.
The US arcempts to chinge the composi-
tlon of this provisional govt, falls since it
is rejected by all sections of the oppesi-
tlon,

* July l4th-15th 1979 ; The 5 person
Junta names an |8 member provision-
al cabinet comprising representatives of
the FSLM, the Social Democratje parties
and the Conservatives.

* July 16th 1979 :Somoza's syccossor
takes over and gnnounces his intention
to remain yntil 1981, The Mational Guard
begins to disintegrate.

* July 19th 1979 : Managua is taken by
the wictorious FSLM.




HOW THE POOR AID THE RICH

by Mervyn de Silva

(One of Sri Lanka's proudest boasts is a system of free
slate education from primary school through university, in-

cluding  medical school.
over a hundred years old,
in the
international agencies.

Its highly reputed medical college,
has produced doctors whoe now work
U.8., UK, Canada, Australia, New ZFealand and for
Yet the country faced such a

eritical

shortage of doctors that in 1978 the UN initiated an assistance

programme  that
Joreign doctors.)

he Sri Lankan episode is a

grotesque twist to the phene-
menon popularly termed *'the brain
drain. Strictly speaking, this was
not a case of the migration of
skilled personnel, a problem which
has rapidly assumed alarming and
universal proportions. The “brain
drain’ invelves an outward flow
of skills and an intake which links
developing and developed country,
poor and rich,

However aberrant, the SriLankan
experlence underscores many of the
interesting and sometimes distur-
bing observations made in a recent
report by the United Mations
Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD) on “development
aspects of the reverse transfer of
technology". Based on recommen-
dations of a group of governmental
experts, the report Includes a
satistical survey of the migration

of doctors from = number of
developing  countries, including
India, Iran, Pakistan, Philippines,

5ri Lanka and Syria,

In 1975/76 the Philippines lost
21 per cent of fts annual increase
In the domestic stock while Indja
(1966-67) saw an outflow of 30
per cent of her annual ocutput of
physicians and surgeons. The com-
parable figure for Pakistan in the
1970°s exceeds 50 par cent. For
Iran and Syria the only available
figures (1971) show a loss of 30
per cent and 40 per cent. Sp
Lanka's difficulties took such ap
acute form by 1977-78 because
more than a fifth of the docrors
the country had at the start of the
decade had left by the mid-70's.

Stark Ironies

Statistics, wrote Archur Koestler,
do not bleed. But bloodless figures
can drip  with stark ironjes.
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brought inte the island a fair number of

While “asymmetries” in the in-
ternational market may sustain
the “brain  drain’ the sheer
symmetry of one single statistic
spotlights the injustice of this
particular international transaction.
In 1961-72 the imputed value of
skilled migration to the United
States, the United Kingdom and
Canada was 46 billion dollars or
about 3.8 billion dollars per year
= an amount almost as large
as the Official Development
Assistance (ODA) from these
countries during the same period.

A report to the U.S. House of
Representatives called it “a raverse
form of foreign aid”. A study by
the U.S. Congressional Research
Services speaks of it as “a coun-
tervalling ~ force to  foreign
assistance’. In plain words, it
represents the extent to which
the poor have aided the rich.

Remedial Measures

The UNCTAD report identifies
three broad types of remedial
measures adopred by developing
countries confronted by a comman
predicament. Srl Lanka had tried
out all these policies (“ineentive”,
“regulatory” and “delinking") with
little success. While India banned
the holding of certain examinations
for forelgn medical degrees, Sri
Lanka held as many post-graduate
medical exams as possible locally.
It passed a special law to enforce
@ statutory period of domestic
service for all medical graduates,
With passpert control tightened
and a system of “bonding” intro-
duced the government held out
the carrot of higher salaries and
special perks. Meanwhile the
“indigenisation" ("de-linking”) of
the entire educational structure
was  declared a new policy ob-

This is the first pari of ap ;I
article commissioned and circu-
lated by the UN®s Public Infor-

| mation Department, New York,
| The second part will appear in
the next issue,

jective of an “envirenment and

job-oriented™ training.

Far from making a growing
problem manageable, these steps
produced direct and spin-off effects
which the UNCTAD report cor-
rectly describes as “‘deleterious”.
The problem now is how - or if
- the burdens and benefits of
skilled migration can be betcer
shared. How great are the possi-
bilities for co-operative, practical
steps which could minimise the
adverse  consequences of this
phenomenon?

The UNCTAD report offers a
succinet, analytical presentation of
the nature of the problem and
its true dimensions,

Between 1961 and 1976, over
300,000 engineers, scientists,doctors .
and  other technically qualified
persons emigrated from developing
countries to the United Stares,
the United Kingdom and Canada,
the three developed countries
which have most atrracred migrane
skills. In arriving at this figure,
it is the highly selective classifi-
catlon of the U5, immigration
authorities that has been used. A
less rigid definition of *skilled
persannel” would make the figure
somewhat higher. In any case,
western Europe, another popular
destination of skilled mligrants
specially from countries like Algeria,
Tunisia, Yugoslavia and Merocco,
has been excluded from this com-
putation. So  has Australiz. |f
these had been taken into account,
the figure could be closer to
half a million.

The United Nations emergency
operation of supplying Indian and
Filipino doctors to Sri Lanka s
a strangely ironic manifestation of
the problem because Asla  has
been the largest supplier of skills
to the developed world. With
almost 50 per cent of the rotal
flow to the United States, the
United Kingdom and Canada,



Asia has been the biggest catch-
ment area.
Revealing Percentages

But numbers can falsify or
understate.  Percentages matter
and certaln categories of skills
are strategic. The loss of even
a dozen doctors could lead In
some  African  countries to a
critical  dislocation of medical
services. |If the outflow, large or
modest, relates toa “key" skilled
Eroup - say, engineers - the resul-
tant blow to the nation's deve-
lopment effart could be crippling.

Besides, another factor, now
recognizable as a constant, aggra-
vates the problem of the loser
while enhancing the  benefits
derived by the rich recipient.
The migrant's skilled services are
given In the peried of peak pro-
ductivity. About 50 per cent of
the doctors who emigrated to the
U.S.in the 1960's were less than
40 years old, while 49 per cent
of engineers and scientists (in
1970) were less than 30, and 46
per cent between 30 and 44 years.

Although the U.S. in particular,
draws talent from other developed
countries too, in 197]-72, just
over 50 per cent of the net
addition to the domestic stock of
doctors in the U.S came from
the poer world. The corresponding
ratic for the UK. was 40 per
cent. In the case of engineers,
26 per cent of the ‘Incremental
stock of engineers in the U.S.
in the early 1970's were immi-
grants from developing countries.
Demand is Regulated

The magnetic pull of the deve-
loped world’s market for high-
quality skills isalso manipulated
through periodic modifications
of immigration policy in order to
attract the skills most needed by
these countries. Thus, the pace
and content of the flow is often
determined by the changing de-
mands of their labour markets,

The catch-phrase “brain-drain"
therefore does poor justice to the
complexity of the problem and
its many-sided impact on the re-
sources  of the poor natlons,
What is involved is no mere mig-
ration of individuals, It is in
effect a transfer of productive
resources from poor to the rich,
a reverse transfer of technology.

M ¥
4 2 L
: A e i )
\ Lo Ledt =
%-; n John P dyer
iy - (ola Ledf

NS I'f_‘.",_.:"d
the ‘woild for its
golderi vraria
tobacco ang

its goiden

qood tasle,

LUNSUMER Phﬂli{rnuﬂ ALTw SOVERNMIN T WARNING:
SMORING CAN BE WAHWFUL TO HEALTH




OFFICE MACHINES AND SUPPLIES

We are the largest single importer of Office Machines
and Supplies and those who require the following items can obtain
their requirements from us,

Typewriters with Sinhala, Tamil and English keyboards
Electric Typewriters

Pocket and desk calculators

Scientific calculators

Hand operated and-electrically operated adding machines
Postal franking machines

Time recorders

Plain paper copiers

Stapling machines

Numbering machines

Acmﬁntil.'lg machines

Tellers machines

Cash registers

Security cash registers

Cheque embossing machines
Fin point typewriters

Duplicating stencils

OFFICE SUPPLIES DIVISION

SRI' LANKA STATE TRADING (GENERAL) CORPORATION

119, Wekande Road, Calombo 2. _ Tel. 22342 _ 45




DEVELOPMENT (3)

PROFILE OF EXPECTATION

by Godfrey Gunatilleke

he dialogues provide a wealth

of material which require
careful and detailed analysls.
Even though this first set of

dialogues suffer from the methodo-
logical looseness arising out of
the experimental character of the
exercise, there Is a very large
mass of information relating toa
wide range of typical rural situ-
ations as well as some general
view of urban approaches and
attitudes to development, that
comprehensive study and  analysis
would be certainly proflcable and
rewarding. The work Involved in
such an  apalysis  might be
assessed from the fact that in all
there have been approximately
200 household dialogues, approxi-
mately |0 village seminars, and
10 national dialogues. A mode
of analysis of a somewhat im-
pressfonistic character has been
adopted. The researchers have
attempred to assess the leval of
expectations in relation to each
of the major categories of needs,

In making these assessments,
ne attempt has been made to
apply a set of rigorous measure-
ments. The researchers have
attempted to set the future ex-
pectations agalnst present conditions
and try to evaluate these expec-
tations. In the first Iinstance,
researchers have grouped present

condition In terms of 3 or 4
categorles ranging from low to
high, As againsc this categorisation

they have placed the expectations
once again in terms of the cate-
gories which describe the present
conditions.  In some Instances
refinements have been attempted.
For  example, where present
conditions are already high and
expectations go beyond this level,
the range of future expectations
may be placed as high plus. All
the researchers have not followed
an identical scheme for evalu-
ating the profile of expectations
in the manner suggested. They
have adopted their own scheme

in relatlon to specific emnditions
of living within the village In
which they have worked.

For example, the low conditlon
In regard to food may be different
for a village where there is no
serious food insufficiency even in
the households at the bottom
Income level In  the villags,
whereas It would be different In
a village where the households
at the bottom are in conditions
of absclute poverty and where
the maln expectation is an increase

in quantity, i.e. ability to have
three full meals a day. The
researchers have described in

detail the content of low, medium
or high or any other criteria they
have used for grading. This crude
attempt at evaluating expectations
is however successful In indicating
the nature of the gap between
present conditions and future
expectations, where present con-
ditions in a community are largely
welghted towards the low level
and where future expectation are
generally in the high range, it
would be possible to make some
concluslons about the magnitude
of the gap between present
conditions and future expectations
and the resulting tensions, the
discontent and the sense of de-
privation Iin the community. But
in order to use these assessments
as a more reliable tool for
measuring the degree of Inner
deprivation and the pressures that
are mounting in regard to future
expectations, it would have been
necessary to refine these measure-
ments to a much greater degree,

(i) The views expressed in the
dialogues tend to support the
conclusien that the expectations
at the rural level are contained
at a level of moderation and do
not on the whole manifest an
inordinate pressure towards higﬁ
levels of material well-being which
are substantlally above the [evels
prevalling in the village. In
other words, In most of the villages

that have heen axcluded in the
project the frame of reference is
internal to the village and the
ideal level of expectations appears
to be derived from the better
conditione prevalling in the village,
This is illustrated even In the
villages where the high income
groups have reached income levels
which compare favourably with
middle class Incomes in the urban
area — a.g. Kaledivulwewa, It is
alse  generally true that the
pressures of future expectations
are contained within a relatively
moderate increment. For instance,
those who are in the low category
seek to reach the moderate
category, Many In the moderate
category aspire for improvements
which are still categorised as
moderate, If one uses the
criterion suggested by Durkhelm
for assessing the sense of inner
deprivation or unhappiness — the

gap between expectations and
the possibility of realising these
expectations — it might be sald
that in the rural context this
gap Is not very wide, and that
the Increments to  well-being
which are sought after by rural

communities are within the capacity

of the system to deliver with
the right effore.
Food

{ii) When chis Is said, how-
ever, there are specific areas

where problems of a more critical
nature emerge, There are large
groups as yet- In a number of
rural communitles as well as in
the slum community who visuallse
the Improvement in the food
Intake in purely quantitative terms.
This is very likely an Indication
of absolute poverty as many of
these households place the possi-
bility of having three dally meals
as being the most important
improvement In regard to food.
The fact that the households are
still at a level where improvements
are exclusively seen in the quantity
of food taken clearly suggests a
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level of food Insufficiency which
Is Indicative of absolute "poverty,
Where the expectations regarding
food relate to improvement of
quality and inclusion of protein—
rich food, there is evidentiy an
income level which is above the
poverty line. Taken together, the
dlalogues again indicate a modest
food package. In many cases what
Is expected In the future is a
better supply of protein food —
milk, eggs, fish, meat. The dietary
style remains very much a rural
style, The desire for tinned foods
as well as butter and jam is not
pronounced. They are considered
essentially luxury ltems,

Education

(i) It is evident from the
dlalogues that aspirations In regard
to education remaln quite high
for all income groups, whereas
the levels of education in the
low income groups are generally
low. This Is :':iearle'_ due to
socig-economic causes. The empha-
sis on education also reveals an
interesting feature in the profile
of expectations at least for some
of the rural communities. The
low income groups see their
betterment not only for them-
selves but for their children and
are ready to wait for their children
to move upwards in the social
ladder through education.

Housing ‘

(iv) In almost all
sees that savings and Increments
to income are perceived as g
means of improving, building or
acquiring one’s own house, In
this context It s Important to
note that the dialogues reveal
both a desire and a significant
propensity to save among all
econemic  strata in the ryral
sector. This it manifested to a
degree which s unexpected in
the  prevalling  socio-economic
conditions of these househalds
and  belies conventlonal nations
about their capacity and inclination
tosave. Theexpectations regarding
housing go with a certain package
of Improvements in the interior
of the house and the acquisition
of cansumer durables. Here again
while emphasis is glven to furniture
such as a wardrobe, table, chairs,
the desire for highly expensive

Caskes one
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consumer durables such as a re-
frigerator or a television set s
rare.  The range of consumer
durables which are popular and
which are symbols of a better
life are bicycles, radios, cassette
recorders, sewing machines and
50 on,

It would be however interesting

to see how these responces
withstand the ffow of consumer
durables both as a result of

liberalisation and as a result of
the outflow of large numbers of
young people from |ow-income
househelds to the Middle East,

{v) This perhaps has to be
qualified In terms of the picture
which emerges from the dialogues
in the slum community where the
youth as well as households with
middle incomes are ready to spend
their money on expensive clothes
and consumer durables. Even
whlle neglecting basic needs, this
is of course the Impact of the
exposure to urban styles of living,

{lv) The majority of the
dialogues in the rural sector as
well as in the estates indicates
that there Is no marked preference
for outward mobility, This comes
out fairly clearly in such rural
communities as ¥Wegalla, Kaledivul-
wewa and Henegama. The younger
generation does show evidence
of a desire to find employment
outside the village, but this does
not apply  invariably te all
households. On the whole the
communities seem to be centred
on themselves and to that extent
inward laoking. The dialogues
do not give evidence of a wides-
pread  pressure  for outward
migration. This would Imply that
as regards future expectations,
the development in and around
the rural communities would to a
large extent be adequate if the
improvements that are expected
for the household and the village
are met.

(To be continued)
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WHO'S SUBSIDISING WHGH?{I}
Aid — an efficient
instrument of the

new Colonialism

or what have the subsidies

been removed. For fivefold and
some times tenfold increases In
the cost of plantation teols
suddenly flooding In from outside
in spite of the fact that the
entire requirement of the planta-
tion sector had earller been met
by local hardware manufacturers.
Far four fold Inereases In the
cost of agro chemicals and fer-
tilizers imported at very disadvan-
tageous prices. For our hundred-
fold increases in the cost of
estate civil engineering works,
plant repair and replacement,
inflated on an unprecedented
system of local and foreign com-
missions which Asian observers
have described as the worst In
this region.

One brown sahib at the Central
Bank had warked ocut the cost
of consumer subsidies at Rs,
5,000/~ milllon. The people can
test his Arithmetic by getting
him to work out the cost of
corruption as a percentage of

the budget. This then can be
applied as a coefficient on all
expenditure to find out where
our real budget stands. It can

also be applied as a coefficient
on apparant’ inflation to find how
much [nflation is real, and how

much Is only Swiss rolls.
The economic breakdown in-
herent In thls corruption s

already signalled by three Indices
for Srl Lanka, (I} The massive
increase in the cost of produc-
tion per kilo of tea when com-
pared with Indla, where wages
are in fact higher than Sri Lanka.
(2) The drop in output of tea.
(3) The decline in the average
market price of tea.

Forget about It, say the new
pundits, tea economics is only a
relic of our colonlal past. Then
tea was the main forelgn exchange
earner, Mow it is Ald. That

by U. Karunatilake

reminds me we must apply that
same coefficient to Aid,

Less the factor for corruption,
what does Aid mean? It means
that the slaves on our planta-
tlons and the peasants in our
rice fields provide the main
means by which our Ald donors
can rehabilltate entire areas of
their badly “recessed economy,
providing heavy machinery, power
generating equipment, construction
materials, plant, tractors and agro
chemicals at several times their
world market prices.

Three years ago Sri Lanka was
obtaining four wheel tractors on
world wide tender at a c. I, f,
price of Rs, 25,000/-. Today, on
Aid the ¢, i. f. price of a tractor
is Rs. 100,000/-. A medium slzed
industrial boiler for steam genera-
tioh came in three years ago at
under one lakh. Today, on Ald
you are lucky if it costs under
one million. So where, really,
do our subsidies operate!

They operate in the EEC, US
and  Japan. They operate in
England, Canada and Australia.

They operate very effectively. So
effectively that poor countries
llke Sri Lanka are helplng to
push up the prices of capital
goods, and manufactured consuma-
bles to levels which tend to
reverse the spin of Western re-
cession even temporarily and put
off the Inevitable slump,

Hence as far as the relations
between the old imperial masters
and their teeming, undernourished,
Aslan, free men are concerned,
the basic economic position has
not changed much in this century,
which  is now drawing to a
close. The freed men are con-
tinuing to subsidise their tottering
old Imperlal masters and local
callaborators  at a velume which

{Continued on Page 20)
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NATTONALITY

THE NORTHERN PROVINCE

by K. Sivathamby

Withrn the Morthern Provinee
one could mark out three
different areas In terms of soclo-
economlc bases-the Mannar region,
the Vannl region consisting of
Wavuniya and Mullaitive districts
and the peninsular region l.e.
Jaffna district proper. The socio—
economic situation  in  Mannar Is
somewhat similar to that of the
Eastern province; commenting on
the situation during the Donough-
more constitution era, Jane Russel
said that “the Eastern Province
Tamil member, and Mannar mem-
ber, for instance, represented
quite different kinds of electorates
from those of the Marthern mem-
bers. Those former named members
were far more interested in agri-
cultural policy than the Public
Services, and they were more
conclliatary vis-a-vis the Sinhalese,
as a3 goodly portion of their
constituents were Muslims''. But
the social erpanisation of the
Tamils of the Mannar district does

not differ very much from that
of the Tamils of Jlaffna district.
Here, among the Tamils the

Catholics are in a dominant position
and they have had a history of
conflict with the Hindus. In fact
the bulk of the Hindus of Mannar
are Jaffna-oriented. The Hindu-
Catholic conflicts over the re-disco-
very and the development of the
historic Tiruketheeswaram temple
are too well-known.

But here again the increasing
popularity of the Federal Party
and now the TULF has softened the
Hindu-Catholic conflicts within the
Tamils community, but the Muslims
generally have always expressed
their Individuality by professing
support to non—Tamilian political
groups. The support the UNP has
among the Mannar Muslims should
be seen in this light.

Among the Tamil areas, the
Vanni region had been the least
developed. Though in terms of

traditional social organization one

does not notice any great diffe-
rence from laffna, economlc under-
development has left an indelible
mark on the society, ¥Yanni has
been largely a closed social system
untll recently and the maln agents
of socio-economic change had been
the Jaffna migrants, both traders
and agriculturists. The traditional

Vanni  inhabitants had thereby
developed a hostility towards the
Immigranes from Jaffna to the

extent of forming a secret orga-
nization the Yarl Akatti Sangam.
(The society for Remowval of the
Jaffna Man). In terms of economic
demands the Vanni peasant Is one
with the Sinhala peasant of the
Rajarata region. In face during the
period of S.L.LF.P. rule thers was
some understanding forged with
the Tamil paliticians of the Tamil
Vanni districes. But the action of
successive governments in setcling
Sinhala peasant colonists in and
around the Yavuniya district and
the corresponding increase of Sin-
hala residents of the area has al-

ways given rise to Sinhala-Tamil
conflict and coufrontation in this
district.

Wavuniya has always bezen consi-
dered the Southern boundary of
the Norchern Tamil hcma[nnﬂy and
the increasing Sinhala settlemeznts
have made this the most sznsitive
area In terms of Sinhala-Tamil hos-
tificy. With che opening up of
several agriculturel development
schemes in the Vavuniya district
and the migration of the Jaffna
peasantry inte those areas, the
Tamilian character of the popula-
tion is being consolidated. Yavu-

niya discrict  has  the largest
number of Indian Tamil labourers
outside the Central highlands,

Even this is contributing towards
the further strengthening of the
Tamillan identicy. The pressure
of Indlan-Tamil population-the over-
flow from the estates—is very
Important for it is at this level
that one seesa tendency towards

an Indian-Sri Lankan Tamil merger
through marriages. Being the bor-
der area, “communal’’ conscious-
ness is  markedly obvious. And
there has been, of late, a revival
of historical memories. The Yanni
chieftalns were the last of the Tamils
to surrender their authority to the
British and Pandara Vanniyan, the
last  Vanni  chiefrain  killed at
Katsilaimadu in 1803, is now pre-
sented as a great hero of the Tamils
and the name of Kakkal Vanniyan,
who betrayed Pandara Yanniyan to
the British regiment, has become
synonymous with treachery and
betrayal. Anyone who goesagainst
Tamilian solidarity is now referred
to asa Kakkal Vannlyan. Pandara
Wanniyan has become the Puran
Appu of the Sri Lankan Tamils,

The Jaffna Tamils form politically
the most articulate group among
the Sri Lahkan Tamils and the Sri
Lankan Tamil problem has often
been presented as one of decid-
ing the role and the status of the
Jaffnaman within the Istand. laffna,
besides Colombo, was the earliest
region to recelve the benefics of
medernlzation especially in relation
to English education and the peo-
ple from Jaffna have bean enjoyingz
a disproportionate quota of jobs
as state officers, teachers and pro-
fessionals; they are thus found in
all parts of the island. The Jaffna
trader, quite adventurous had also
established himself in like manner.
But inspite of their Island wide
distribution they have had a sense
of exclusiveness which prevented
them from being one with those
among whom they worked. The
one distingulsing characteristic of
the laffnaman is that he has always
been laffna-centric. lJane Russel's
characterisation of the laffaa Tamil
deserves attention.

“The Jaffna Tamil man was fercely
conservatlve and he maintained a Jea-
lous pride in his actachment to the
penlnsula and o the language costo-
mes and bellafs of his ancestors .., .
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It could perhaps be termed 2 penin-
sularity of mind, the spatial lsofatien-
of Marthern Province being Its most
conditioning factor, However when
combined with a natural atavism
stemming partly from Hindu raligion,
an atavism which a British governor
described as the preference of the
Ceylen Tamil for the methods of his
ancestors, this peculiar conservatism
becomes  an ingralned trait. The
admirable virtues of the community
has bean well expressed by Sir P,
Arunechalam; *| have great bellaf
in tha Tamil Community. They will
be saved by thair commansensa and
marvelous Industry, their innate dis-
daln of comfortand spartan simplici-
ty, thair long knowledge and love
af mother-tengue™ .,

It is important to understand
these traits of the Jaffna man iIn
terms of his soclo-economic base.
Clearly these characteristics of the
Jaffna man mark him out as a
distinct group within Sri Lanka
and this Is well expressed in the

_operatlon of the legal system,

based not on the legislative enac-
ment of any slngle man or power
but evolved out of ‘the traditions
of the contry'. A literal translation
of the term Tesavalamal, law that
governs property rights In Jaffna
would be ‘traditions (usages) of the
country’. The manner of its ope-
ration is very symbolic. A Jaffna
man living outslde would be sub-
ject to the norms of that area
but within Jlaffna the tradition of
the place dominates and continues
to dominate. The Tesavalamal law
is very much unlike the Mukawa
for the former is a peculiar com-
binatlon of patrilineal and matrili-
neal societles. Though originally
based on the Marumakkattayam
law, its evolution In Jaffna  has
brought within it many patrilineal
aspects, thus making It a unique
combination peculiar to the people
and the place,

Tesavalamai law also reveals the
basic soclal organization of the
Tamlls of Jaffna. It is
the caste system. Here again the
ranking is quite different from
that of the other Tamils, either
In India or Sri Lanka. A closer
analysis of the Tesavalamal law
character of the caste—continuit
would reveal it as WVellala-based;
with even the Brahmin, though be
occuples a position of ritual supre-
macy, coming below him in social
power authority. The caste system
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based on |

as It operates in Jaffna Is aform
of social control exercised by the
highest group.

The rather ‘monclithic’ view
that laffna is all-Tamil would be
not correct. Time and agaln it
has been proved that is the do-
minant Vellala caste (having for
itself certain class characteristics)
that has expressed its own needs
aud demands asthe demands of
the Tamils: Karalasingham  has
referred to this as “Vellala domina-
tion”. Analysing the political
history of Jaffna from 1933 to 1947,
Jane Russel sald :"Gevernaed as
they were by a ‘peninsula’ out-
look, the Vellalas felt secure in
thelr numerical predominance and
without their active co-oparation
any effective social transformation
proved Impossible”.

An analysis of the social back-
ground of the leaders of Jaffna
upto the time of the formation
of the TULF would show that
they have been from the Vellala
caste and it could also be seen
thnt some of them were Janus—
faced on this problem. The classic
instance is that of Sir Ponnamba-
lam Ramanathan who oppossed the
introduction of adult franchise on
the ground that it would glve the
lower castes the right to vote.
He was also agalnst the introduc-
tion of equal seating and comme-
nsality in Jaffna schools.

A closer look at the manner
educational opportunities were
provided by Hindu English schools
would reveal that the depressed
castes were largely left out. Even
the Christian schools had to take

cognizance of the caste system.
It was the coming of the free-
educatlon scheme and the Intro-

duction of the Swabasha medium
that radically changed the socio-
educational set-up In laffna.

In terms of intra-political divi-
sions among the Tamils of Jaffna
the caste system has played an
Important role and continues to
do so. But here again politiciza-
tieon on ethnic lines has enabled
the electlon for the first time of
an M.P. from Depressed Castes,

Even the rtraditional Hindu-
Christlan hostility seems to have

lessened in recent times. OFf late
the Catholic Chureh has produced

clergymen who have identified
themselves fully with the Tamil
cause.

The main economic source of

the policical problems of the laffna
Tamil has been the public servi-
ces, The post 1930 Sinhala-Tamil
relatlons were almost centred
round this maln problem of recruic-
ment to the Public Services. Sir
A. Mahadeva's stateme nt—

Much of the gulf that exists today
batween the Sinhzlese and the Tamil
communities Is due to tha fear that
there may be a lack of impartialty
in the recruiting of entrants to the
Public Services.

made In 1935 Is as true today as
it was then-the only difference
being that the government of the
day has accepted by Implication the
charge that there is a certain
imbalance In recrulntment,

Public servlce-oriented education
had been an economic necessity
in Jaffna and when efforts were
made to solve the problem at the
lower stage' of the provision of
education (5o that there would be
no problem for the srate at a
later stage in providing the jobs)
the character of political agitation
In Jaffna changed for the system
of standardisation effected only the
youth. And with the departure
from the island of those who had
the education but not adequate
opportunitles, the 5rl Lanka pro-
blem has been given an interna-
tional standing.

Next : Patterns of political
thinking

Aid...

(Continued from Page 1)

In monetary terms Is a hundred
fold more than In the days of
open Coloniallsm,

The only glimmer of comedy
in this sordid picture is the
sight of various groups represen-
ting the World's poor meeting
at International conferences to
tell their exploiters how big and
bad they are, and then in the
same breath ask them for more
Ald, without realising that Aid
is the most efflcient instrument
of the new Colonialism.
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Gamini Fonseka’s ‘Uthumaneni’

— Another view
by J. Uyangoda

The other day | was among a
packed audience to watch Ga-
mini Fonseka's latest creation
"Uthumaneni” ("Your Honour").
By the intermission | had slowly
begun to realize that Gamini had
done something marvellous, Even
before the last sequences unfolded
on the screen, | thought to myself,

yes, In  ‘Uthumaneni® Gamini
Fonseka has found himself.
‘Uthumaneni® illustrates the

new and vyigorous trend in the
Sinhala film-making which origina-
ted in the last decade, With its
powerful social content, this film
seriously questions the legitimacy
of that nonsensical, escapist
cinema which the Sinhala filmgoers
were used to over three decades,

Sinhala cinema still suffers from
its original deformity — a malady
arising out of a falsification and
vulgarization of [ife [tself. Both
the film industrialists and a good

section of our audience still
believe, perhaps quite innocently,
that this deformity, icself, Is

precisely the healthiest feature of
Sinhala cinema. That is why the
efforts of giants are required to
set things moving in the right
direction.  With his  immense
popularity .as the leading Sinhala
film actor, Gamini Fonseka isin a
better position than anyone else
to play this new role. ‘Uthuma-
neni’ is a clear indicatlen that
Gamlni is conscious of this need.

‘Uthumaneni' carries a theme
which can ba considered as one
of the most powerful to appear
in the Sinhala cinema. lts extremely
streng appeal for justice Is Itself a
clear Indictment against the
authority of the established order,
with its essential and omnipresent
element of injustice. The two

Incidents where Siripala goes to
the police statlon to make a
complaint that his sister Is raped
by Baby Mahaththaya (the village
tyrant with wealth and power)
and the sequences of the girl being
subjected to the torture of cross-
examination at the courts, are
simply shocking. In this system of
injustice, the poor and the helpless
become the victim, Again, the
system fs such that the innocent
becomes victimized, even where
Justice is sald to prevail. These
two Instances will remain unfor-
gettable for many years to come
in the Sinhala Cinema.

There is a strong element of
irony running through the whole
movie. The victimized are the
victims; the persecuted are the
innocents; tortured are the hum-
blest. Whose fault? There is only
one answer In the film both
implicit and explicit — the fault of
the existingorder of things. Gamini,
displaying his macturity as a film-
maker does not suggest anything,
directly. He is an observer with
a sharp, sensitive and critical eye.
He invites his audience to walk
through this world with him. He
takes us to a mountain top and
enables us to have a panoramic
view of the world we are already
famillar with. We are horrified
to see that it Is not the world
of dreams and fantasies, but one
of power, privilege and cruelty,
social inequality and injustice. And
Itis a powerfully shocking revela.
tien. Revelation itself suffices to
make us think and ask the question:
What is wrong with this society?
In this context Gamini Fonseka,
by his faithful portrayal of the
real conditions of society, dispels
some of the dominant conven-
tional illusions cancerning tham,
and shares the optimism of the
existing socfal authericy, s this
alone not a major achievement?
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Indirect translation and

its perils

Until very recently English was
always the medium through

which works from other literatures
were translated into Sinhala. This
practice arose at 3 time when It was
impossible to find anybody with a
knowledge of Cantinental languages
who could write expressively and
correctly In  Sinhala. English
served as the medium even for
the translation of Asian works of
literature Into Sinhala. Tagore
has been translated mainly through
his own English wersions, while
whatever Chinese poetry has
been rendered inte Sinhala has
come by way of Archur Waley
and other English translators.

In recent years this situation
has begun to change, with learning
of foreign languages being diffused
among a broader group of students

and Intellectuals. Thus, in the
last decade we have had a few
works translated directly from

Russlan, French and German into
Sinhala — a welcome development.
But until there are enough Sinhala
translators with a knowledge of
a broad range of European and
Aslan languages, it Is likely that
the practice of translation through
the midium of English will continue.

One need not scorn this process
of ‘indirect translatlon’, as It is
called: it has been a necessary
stage in the growth of many
cultures, At onetime, for Instance,
French, as the dominant cultural
language of Europe, served as che
intermediary through which Russian
works were translated into English
and vice versa. However, indirect
translation has its perils, and the
translator needs to be on  his
guard against them. |should like
to draw attention to some of these
dangers and suggest ways in which
they can be averted. My particular
examples will be taken from the
translation of Russian llterature,
but what | have to say is equally
relevant to indirect translation of
other foreign literatures.

LITERATURE

by Reggie Siriwardena

The pitfalls are greatest in the
translation of poetry, where nu-
ances of feeling and rhythm and
connotations of words are most
likely to be obscured when translac-
ing from a translation. Moreover,
one of the recurrent prablems of
translating poetry Is that of reconcil-
ing the claims of sense and form.
Translating Into English from a
Russian poem, one may sometimes
depart from literal sense in order
to satisfy the needs of rhythm,
matre or rhyme, Thus, in a recently
published translation of one of Anna
Akhmatova's poems, The Grey-
Eyed King, | have thought it
necessary to keep the rhyming
couplets of the ariginal, with their
suggaestion of a popular hallad,
even at the cost of some deviations
from the sense, and would consider
that a defensible liberty. But ifa
translator were to take my version
as a source for translation into
Sinhala, | would think it necessary
to warn him that my wvariations
of the sense of the original should
not necessarily be carried over into
Sinhala: he might on the other hand,
need to make other departures
to sult the demands of his own
verse form.

Translating prose fiction, one is
not confronted by problems of

like complexity, but the indirect
translator of fiction has his own
difficulties with which to cope.

With the masters of classle Russian
fiction, the indirect translater has
often a plethora of English transla-
tions between which he must
choose. Without access to the
ariginal, he is likely to |udge by
what reads best in English, but

this is not necessarily the most
accurate translation! Constance
Garnett's versions of Tolstoy,

Dostoevsky, Chekhovand Turgenev
made cheir great impact on several
generatlons of English readers as
well as on many of us in Sri Lanka
because she wrote with style and
clegance — her  versions didn't

sound like translations. But looking
now at some of her translations
through which | first discovered
Russian literature as a young
student, | find their virtues greacly
counterbalanced by their frequent
inaccuracies.

It is only necessary, for instance,
to skim the pages of Garnett's
version of Anna Karenina to
realise that she was a most
slipshod translater. Some of her
errors are no more than amusing
howlers which don't make a great
difference to the reader's response
to the novel, as when she renders
sam Nikandrov' (Mikandrov him-
selfy as  ‘Sam  Nikandrov' or
confuses edim (we eat) with edem
(we ride). But sometimes her
slips interfere more seriously with
the underscanding of situation and
character. = Thus, when Princess
Shcherbatskaya, early in the novel,
troubled by the possibilicy that
Kitty might make what in her
eyas would be the wrang choice
In love, asks her to-promise not

to have any secrets from her
mother, Garnett  makes Kitry
answer, '....but there's no use

in my telllng you anything.! The
reader may well wonder why the
Princess Is sacisfied with such a
rude answer. But what Kitty
really says is, 'But | have nothing
to say at present,” meaning she
hasn't yet had a proposal. Again,
in Anpa's anguished reflections
just before her suicide, when she
recalls guiltily the son she deserted,
Garnett has her think, ‘I gave
him up for another love, and did
not regret the exchange till chac
love was satisfied,” Instead of till
one should read as long as, which
makes a preat difference to the
sense,

However, even with more
consclentious and accurate transla-
tlons (Rasemary Edmond's versions
of Tolstoy are greatly to be
preferred to Constance Garnett's),
one still has the problem that
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certain nuances of relationships
and emotion disappear In English
translation because of differences

inherent in the language icself.
| have discussed some of these
in an article in the Lanka

Guardian entitled ‘The missing
second-person pronoun’ (15.6.79.),
where | pointed out that the
second-person proncuns in Russian
(the same would be true of French
or Spanish), with their polite and
non-polite forms carry indicators
of personal or social relationships
which are obliterated In English
translation since English has a
single form, ‘you'. The Sinhala
translastor who renders a Russlan
novel through the medium of
English may therefore be deprived
of an expressive resource which
is in fact avallable to him In his
own language.

Another Important expressive
feature of the Russian language
which Is blurred in English trans-
lation Is the use of diminutives.
Many PRussian words have an
accompanying  diminutive form:
thus, ruka (hand) has a diminutive
ruchka (licerally, ‘liccle hand'),
which could be used of a child's
hand, but could also be used
affectionately of one’s girl-friend's
hand even If it wasn't particularly
small in size. Diminutives contri-
bute tones of feeling ranging from
the tender to the contemptuous
which are often difficult to render
In English without awkwardness,
so that English translators frequen-
tly leave them out. It seems to
me that Sinhala In this respect
may often be better able to
capture the shades of feeling of
the original, so that the indirect
translator is again losing something
which he may well be able to keep,

Assuming that Indirect translation
Is often an unavoidable necessity,
can we not find methods of
overcoming its dangers and limita-
tions! | suggest that a translator
who seeks to render through
the medium of English a work of
literature In a foreign language of
which he Is Ignorant should always
have the collaboration or assistance
of somebody who knows the
original. A model for such collabo-
ration can be found in the account
by lon Stallworthy and Peter
France of how they worked on
their generally pleasing English
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translations of the poetry of
Aleksandr Blok. J5 was a poet
who knew no Russian, while PF
was a Russlan scholar. PF would
send I5 aliteral line-by-line prose
rendering into English of the
original gﬂussinn poem with notes
en rhythm, tone, ambiguities of
meaning  etc, from which JS
would make a creative rendering
inte English verse, to be refined
and perfected later In the light
of PF's criticisms.

This method can well be adapted
for indirect translation of European
poetry into Sinhala. Prose fiction
doesn't require so elaborate a
process, but the guidance of a
collaborator who knows the original
language can help the Indirect
translator In choosing an English
version from which to work, and
in checking that version as well
as the finished translation against
the original. @

JYP split. ..
(Comtinued from Page g)

adhered to the Trotskyist theory

of Permanent Reveolution and
rejected united fronts. This rejec-
tion of the CPSL's call for left

unity, helped only the UMNP and

its  bourgeois substitute {not
alternative), the SLFP. Presently
the JVP was readying itself for

possible by-elections in Kalawana
and Anamaduwa. Breaking up the
5 party campalgn of united action
for petty parliamencary gain reveals
that the I¥P had now moved
from left advencurism to parliament-
arist right opportunism.

All this, said K. P. Silva, had
caused a rift in the JVYP leader-
ship. On International policy, the
neo-Trotskyist sectlons of the
leadership choose to remaln silent
on Afghanistan, are less enthuslastic
about Cuba and speak of the need
to set up a new Internationzal ala
Trotsky. However, most of the
party and even some [eaders will
enventually realize the correctness
of the CP5SL's positions, concluded
Silva.

The SLFP *Mation’ has carried
several frontage reports which
claim thar serious divisions have
emerged In the JVYP leadership.
In deep trouble, evidently is Lionel
Bopage, one of the few surviving
‘veterans’ oft he |97 1 insurreccion. @

An Olympian...
{Continued from Fage 5)

and Interpret hls call for a boy-
cott as toughness. Whatever the
end result, and whether or not
Carter finds his way.to the White
House once more, he has ensured
that posterity will remember him
as the man who destroyed a historical
event that brings the people of
the world together for a fortnightof
unparalleled athletic competition. @

Letters . . .
(Continued from Page 2}

has grave and far-reaching re-
percussions. Doesn’t [t mean
that all attempts to restructure
soclety have to draw their sus-
tenance and motivation from
Christ? And, given that, doesn't
the christianization of the liber-
ation movements necessarily
follow, before any attempts are
made to bring about social chan-
ge? (It is very relevant to study
the relationship between the
radicalised Christians and the
the liberation movements
of Latin America; (NICARAGUA
in particular!) Attempts to glve
a uniue, Christian, orlentation
would create destructive ten-
slons of such magnitude between
the liberation movements and
progressive Christlans that any
structural changes In society and
Christian involvement in the
struggle may be delayed for
decades.

A study of pre-and-post-
Revolutionary situations would
reveal that it is exceedingly
nalve to link up 'bureaucratisa-
tion' and the partial gains of
the revolution with the lack
of a “Christain sprit” among
the revolutionaries. The diffi-
culties connected with ravolu-
tionising social and production
relationships, creating collective
forms of work in agriculture
and industry, raising the produc-
tlvity of agriculture and Indus-
try while NOT compromising
revolutionary social goals, tack-
ling the issue of the family,
women, and human relationships
must be finally understood in
all thelr complexity.

Jagath Senaratne
Battaramulla,
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