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A little bit of

The unity of opposites s o
fundamental principle of dialec-
tics.

Not so long age Kumar Rupa-
singhe, founder of the pro~Peking
radical group styled the ‘Jane-
vegaya', was pitted against
Felix "5atan' Bandaranaike, chief
spokesman of the SLFP Right,
whose motto was ‘g [ittle bit of
totalitarionism.’

If FDB's closest comrode in
arms, ex-Judge Jaya Pathirana
makes regulor aoppearances in
such fora a5 the World Peace
Council and the Afro-Asion Soli-
darity Organisation which reflect
the Moscow view, Kumar was so
pro-Ching that o fomous press
photo showed him greeting pea-
sants ond haby-kissing in Attana-
galla in the company of Khieu
Samphan, whose great leader
Pol Pot was busy massacring
them in his own Kampucheq.

Now oll of them are In a
new organisotion called the Natio-
nal Demaocratic Committee, a bady
heavily looded with barristers,
odvocates and lawyers who were
all styled'attorneys at law' under
FOB'sreignof...... at Hulftsdrop,

A source close to the Commi-

ttee said its purpose was to
“draw the SLFP intc o mass
struggle in  defence of ropidly

dizappearing clvil liberties.”

Asked to explain this bizarre
combination of men and [deos,
a veteran dialectician said:
"Obviously Felix thinks that the
time has come for a little bit of
democracy...."

Willie, or won't he?

“Will Willie sign the Tenne-
koon report or, like Neelan, submit
his own?"

Willie, here, is of course Pro-
fessor A. . Wilson, now back in

his Cangdion haven, New Bruns-
wick. The question wos posed
by a young Peradeniya don at g
recent discussion on Devolution,

5/V's son-in-law, Dr. Wilsen
has played an important backstage
role in all sensitive negatigtions
on this vexed question from [957
right up to the present day.

Dr. Wilson's dilemma, if it Is
that, could mirrer the TULF's
difficulties. A top TULF source
told the L.G.: “The report does
not fn dny way claim to solve
ethnic Issues....so your Journal
was right when it soid that we
do not lock wpon this os an
attempt at a pelitical settlement
o 0UF views on devolution gre
represented by our nominee, Dr,
Tiruchelvam.... his report sets
aut our minimum  negotiating
position.... anything less than
that it would be impassible to
convince the majority of our
supporters to accept.”

Janatha Sangamaya's
self-criticism
‘Self criticism® is a ritual of
the left, but rarely is it pursued
(Contined on page 2)
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P. L. 480

I refer to U, Karunatilake's
incisive article: 'Aid an efficient
instrument of Nea-Calenialism’
in L.G.of [.3,80, The Mana-
ging Director of a leading Sri
Lankan firm told me he urgently
needed a crane but had te
find a million rupees to buy it.
5o it ls net only the slaves in
the plantations and the p=asants
and workers in Sri Lanka wha
are being hit but alse our
caplitalists.

There is one aspect of Aid
not generally known. Under
F.L. 480 the USA sells grain
and accepts payment in local
currency, ostensibly as a mag-
nanimous gesture to help the
reciplent governmant, The LISA
has the local currency in the
country with the stipulation:
ne gquestions te be asked as
to how It is used.
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terms of sale

know what the
under P.L. 480

QOPEC 19
‘Sinhalisation’ 12
Debate 28
Erich Fremm 29
Lenin 30
Sinhala literature is
Tamil Drama 37
Pushkin 3B
As | like it 40

Printed by Aranda Press
82/5, Wolfendhal Street,
Colombo 13,

Telephope: 35975




now are but some time aga
the ‘Blitz> magazine of India
revealed that 60% of the entire
Indian currency was in American
hands,

It will be Interesting to know
what the position is in Sri
Lanka.

Coloembe 5 Kumar.

The rise of the Banana

With the elevation of Charles
Banana as first President of
Zimbabwe semanticiscs should
note that the heomely banana
will never be the same agaln
in the English language.

Patrick Jayasuriya
Peradenlya

Utumaneni

While asseciating myself with
the apinion expressed by
Mr. H. A. Seneviratne on “"Uey-
maneni” (LG 01.04 80), | should
say that your journal too must
be equally guilty of glving an
added value by publicity — frant
page disposition of the film
director and sensationally wor-
ded headlines like "Crime,
Punishment & Society”, “Trials
of move-maker” etc. to a crude
film. To a dispassionate mind
unmoved by such tendencies,
the opinians expressed in
appraisal and suggesting it as
sonmthingmarvellousarenot.hing
but thase that should fall wichin
the pale of extollimg virtues
and supressing defeets. What-
ever the critics may say the
film has no artistic valye worthy
of such treatment. In content
and depth it deserves noserious
consideration. As to its alleged
element of protest in fairness
It must be stated that it s
incapable, artistically or ather-
wise, of posing any serious
threat to the system either.

Mr. Gamini Fonseka's views
a5 appeared in two successive
Issues of the LG (15.03.80&
01.04.80) in the form of an in-
terview is a real exposure of
his confused state of mind.
Finally, in the context of the
statements made by Mr. Fon-
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seka in his exclusive Interview
with the LG one can easily can-
clude that the reason for his
fallure to make a fruitlul con-
tribution to the Sinhala Cinema
Is not unconnected with his
limitation to grasp and evaluate
factual and social situations in
a broader and arcistic pers-
pectives,

Chandra Seneviratna
Mugegoda

Filling a vacuum

As a free-lance journalisc, |
have watched with admiratien
how the Lanka Guardian grew
from issue to [ssue,

Within a short span of twe
years, It has grown to fill a
vacuum, which would otherwise
have existed in the field of
mass media in this country.

Panadura V. K. Wijeratne

Trends. ..

(Continued from page 1)
with rigorous honesty af purpose.
Though the CPSL's recent exercise
In self-criticism was o genuine,
if muted, effort, it is the JVYP
breakaway group ‘lonathg San-
gamaya’ (Peoples League) which
has produced the most tharough-
going selferiticism  ever under-
teken in  the history of this
country’s Left movement. A |68
page book released last month
is the first of a two-part survey
of the VP and the [97] |nsure
rection.  Divided into 3 main
sections  the first volume covers
the socio-economic background
of the JVP, the [yP's Ideology
and its methods or orgenization,
The second volume, still in print,
promises to analyse the April
struggle, the CJC trials and the
nature of the JVP today. Since
it Is the ‘lonatha Eangarnu}ea'
rather than the VP that contains
the majority of the Jyp's ariginal
militants still  in left  politics,
this organisation is we|| fualified
to redssess the [97/ uprising
and the mavement that led it
Despite its  Maoist arientation
and unfair criticisms of Guevarg
and Debray, the book s very
Leninist in content.
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May Day 1980: a sense

of deja vu?

ay Day, and to a lesser extent
the anpual Hartal Day comme-

morations, provide a fairly clear
reflection of the trends and confi-
gurations within the country’s
opposition forces-partlcularly those
on the Left, This year's May Day
celebrations reveal a2 new lineup,
not only en the Lefr, but also
within the broad opposition ranks
as well as the ranks of the organised
warking class, But then again, this
statement is not entirely accurate,
since  this year’s configuration is
not so much a new one, but rather,
one that will fill many with =
strong sense of deja wu. This
of course refers to the SLFP-LSSP
combination, a hardy perennial for
a decade, until it went offstage
with the LS5P's ouster from the
UF governmant In [975.

The reappearance of the SLFP
and LSS5P leaders rtogether in the
public eye, marks the end-phase
of a process that began with the
formation of the-ULF prior to the
1577 General Elzctians. The ULF
was a troilka of the LSSP, the CPSL,
and the PDP (a group of leftwingers
who broke away from the 3SLFP
over the late [976 railway strika),
Assorted radical leftists such  as
G.1.D. Dharmasekera and Mahinda
VWijeyselera gathered round cthe
ULF as the best alterpative to the
UMNP and SLFP. The relationship
between these forces was never a
comfortable one wich the LSSP
viewing the 'Mew’ Left elements
with suspicion, May Day [578 was
a turning peint wich the PDP
dropping outto join @ other radical
lefe groups (Vasudeva, Shan etc)
which the LSSP refused to allow
inte the ambit of the ULF. The
ULF troika was abridged into a
duo, the LSSP and CPSL, the CPSL,
which was not very happy with,
the L55P's sectarian behaviour went
along however with their senior
partner while the 10 new laft
groups staged a joint May Day and
the J¥YP produced a magnificent
spectacle all on its own.

The next year tea ([979), the
CPSL went alang with the LSSP
but it was clearly the last time
they would knuckle under the older
party's whims and fancies and
narrow prejudices.  Already the
precess of self-criticism underway
in the CP5L and the increasing
ascendency of the radical line had
resulead In their efforcs to scrive
far a broader lefc unity, but at
the last  moment, the CPSL's
vacillation turned into capitulation
in the face of the L55P's ultimatum
While the J¥YP outdid its previous
performance, the nan IVP Mew left
was weakened by a split, The trade
union affiliates of these new left
organisations, who comprise the
radical wing of the ICTUD, held
a united rally.

The process of the abridgement
of left unity, the LS5P's isolation
and reorientation towards the
SLFP  reached the point of no
return with the collapse of the 5
party bloc {LS5P-!VP--CPS5L-MNSSP-
RMP) formed early last October.
The disintegration of this Left
‘action bloz' cime absuc when the
IVF and LSSP fought it ouc bicterly
at the Galle by-elections and the
youngar party bested ths oldar.
The LSSP, its morale shatcered,
sought a scapegeat in the CPSL
which had remained neutral In the
internzcine conflice.  This virtually
ended the LS5P-CPSL alliance, The
WP meanwhils had returaed to its
fierce Isolationism and sectarianism.
leaving the CP3L, Vasudava's M35P
and Tampoe's RMP to pick up the
pieces. Presently these chree parcies
continue their discussions hoping
to  reconstitute  themselves as a
nucieus around which the Left
could gather. The CPSL, howsver,
lays the main emphasis (pzrhaps
for the first tim2 in three dacadas)
on the task of indepandent party
building among the working class,

In January this year the issue
concerning arrangements for May
Day, accelerated tha process of
potarization and realignment within

NEWS
BACKGROUNI

the Left and the apposition at
large.  Vasudeva  Nanayakkara's
trade union federation, the CPSL's
CFTU and newly formsd Maoisc
blocs T,U. arm the CTUF (M, Shan}
called for a wunited working class
May Day grouping all trade unions
and spearheaded by the ICTUO
Action Committee’s |18 big T. U.
federacions. Then cams the LS5P’s
counter-proposal of an anti=UMNP
May Day of oppesition political
parties Including the SLFP, but
excluding the TULF, The LSSP
invited the CPSL, IYP, NSSP, RMP
(its partners in cthe ill-fated 5
party bloc) plus  Sanmugathasan's
CCP and Dinesh Gunawardena's
MEP, in addition, of course, to the
SLFP.

While the SLFF responded coslly
at the outset, the re-activation
of the Presidential Commission
gave rise it would appear, to second
thoughts and the SLFP proceeded
to inform the LSSP that its proposal
was under “active considaracion’,
A while later, the SLFP let it he
known that the LS5P idea  had
been "acceptad in  principle’”. A
joint SLFP-LSSP commitiee com-
prising chree representatives from
each party and chaired by T.B.
llangaratne worked out the arranga-
mznts cencerning the main slogans,
the procession and the represent-
ation on cthe platform,

The responses from the LSSP's
erstwhile partnzrs in the Left
bloz weare, on the whole, negative
though an element of equivocation
was not absent, The CPSL sent
the LSSP a strongly worded letter
rejecting the proposal completely
and basing their rejection on an
analysls of the reactionary class
charazter of the SLFP, Interestingly
enaugh, the LSSP did not publish
this CP5L note., Both Vasudeva
Manayakkara's N3SP znd  Mr.
Tampoe's RMA joined the CPSL in
turning dawn the L55P Plan. Wasu's
M35P, however, expressad the view
that the SLFP, TULF and other
political parties to which the



JCTUAC unions are affiliated should
be permitted ta participate provided
that the slogans, the demonstration
and the platform were controlled
by the JCTUAC. In other words,
so leng as ICTUAC hegemony and
SLFP subalternity were assured, the
S5LFP could be included. This caveart
amounted to a rejection by the
MSSP of the LSSP Iidea.

Somewhat surprisingly, Mr. San-
mugathasan’s Ceylon Communist
Party sent along a positive loosely
worded response to the LS5P ahd
agreed to a discussion on the
matter. Shan's proposal made on
behalf of the Maolst5 party bloc,
was that May Day should be a "poli-
tical parties—cum~-trade unlons affair,
This amounted to a nod of assent
to SLFP participation and was
close to the Yasudeva formula though
the leading role of the JCTUAC
was not stressed by Shan, in
contrast to Yasudeva, |t Isonly the
IVP, which sentthe LSSP an abusive
reply, and the CPSL, that showed
to vacillation or ambiguities on chis
guestion,

Dinesh Gunawardena's MEPagreed
outright te the LSSP idea, having
broken ranks with the Left sarlier
by taking a strong ‘law and order’
line in support of the Emergency
in the Merth. The MEP is thus
very close to the SLFP and the Anil
Moonesinghe tendency of the LSSP
on the Mational (Tamil) Question.

The SLFP's insistence ona posl-
tion of pre-eminence in the May
Day proceedings (Mrs. B. will be
in the chair) resolved the dilemma

of Shan and to a lesser extent
Vasudeva, They will stick to the
original formula of the ICTUAC

May Day rally. The SLFP's inclina-
tion to disregard the MEP totally
has left the LSSP making an effort
to get Dinesh in.

At the time of writing, the line
up then, is as follows: The pro-

it

JWP Ceylon Teachers’ Union led
by the talented and dynamic H. M.
Fernando  has already left the
JCTUAC and will take part in the
JWP's May Day celebrations. The
MEF affiliated T. U. federation has
also quit the JCTUAC. The SLFP's
and L55F's T.U. federations (2
each) though they remain in the
JCTUAC, will break ranks to stage
a Jolnt show. Thus the JCTUAC
loses 6 of jts |B major T. U,
organisations this May Day, but the
bulk of the ICTUAC camprising
the 12 other T. U's (linked to the
CP5L, NSSP, RMF and CCP/NIP)
will stage thelr demonstration and
mass meetlng together.

Cultivating
the brass

ASIAWEEK carried the follo-
wing item in its column

“FRONTLINES"

Superpower programmes almed
at winning friends and Influencing
people in the ruling elites of the
Third World countries are nothing
new. But initiating governments
have traditionally remalned reticene,
if not secretive, about thelr links
with police and military establish-
ments in developing natians, MNow
there are bemused inquiries in the
Delegates’ Lounge at the U.N.
about whether the Uniced States
has decided with
its schemes.

to go public

The giggles have been caused
by the Pentagon's latest annual
report, released last month. In
one section, |t states blandly:
“In South Asia, we have a small
training programme for India,
Bangladesh, Mepal and Sri Lanka
ta help maintain professional con-
tacts with current and future
military leaders.” Underlining the
reference to would-be military
chiefs, one delegate cracked that
it was the Pantagon's way of say-
ing, "Be nice to future coup leaders.”
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Lanka and the indian Ocean

peaking to a distinguished

audience at  Los  Angeles,
GCEC  boss  Upali Wijewardene
hzz reminded US epinion-cum-
solicy makers  that  Sri Lanka
has assumed  great strateglec
importance after the conclusian
of the Wietnam war,

Writing speculatively about big
power rivalries and the  Indian
Ocean (ex — Ambassador Ferpando,
by the way, was the Chairman
of the UM Ad Hoc Committee
which will sponsor next  year's
Impoertant Ceolembo  conference)
the Editor of the WEEKEMND has
made several references to Trinco.

Mow, Professor Ulrick Schwe-
infurth  of the world famous
Heidelberg  University's  South
Asia Inscitute has alse  produced
2 thought - proveking artlcle on
the same subject.

"The Island of Ceylon, (Sri
Lanka) has a central position in
the 3outh Asian area. [ would

be Incorrect to regard this coun-

try, as many do, a5 a
appendage of the Indian subecon-
tinent. The importance of the
sea areas — one need only mention
the Law of the Sea Canference —
means that Ceylon, as an island,
has a wvital role, as indeed It
did in the days of the British
Empire, when it was a geograp-
hical point of Intersection bet-
ween East and West.”

mere

This is the view expressed by

Professar  Ulrich Schweinfurch,
head of the Geography Depart-
ment of Heidelberg Universicy's

South Asia Inscicute and a student
of Sri Lankan affairs for over
twenty years, In an article publi-
shed recently in Aussen Politik
the West German Foreign Affairs

Review, which has on its edito-
rial  advisory commictee  such
luminaries as Helmut  Schmide,
Walter  Scheel, Kurt Georg
Kiesinger and Walter Hallstein.
The article enticled ‘layewardene
—a new era for Srl Lanka?

Identifies the government's eco-
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inomic strategy as one designed
to encauraga financial Investment
frem abroad, attract Industry,
stimulate  exports and  improve
trade relations.” A precondition
for chis has been constitutional
and governmental reform, the
maln resulc of which is  “the
strong leadership of the state™,
The 1978 constitution “gives the
President wide ranging executive
powers : he s head of state,
head of government, supreme
commander of the army and elec-
ted by the people for six years."

Prof. Schweingurth points out
what  he considers the most
Important economic problems the
island  faces: ‘'the question of
land shortage, overpopulation and
thus of basic food requirements
affects the man on the street..
directly. Population growth, land
shortage  and  hunger remain
major problems in  Ceylon and
are directly connected with under-
employment and unemployment,
especially in the countryside.”

USE
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SLFP — towards democracy?

t'sa compromise’’ snortsd an
ex-Minister as he strode out
of the SLFP headquarters ina high
state of dejection. Once a party
personality of Kissingerian propor-
tions, he had failed in every bid
to get himself elected toa post,
As the news reached Sri Kotha
a UMNP cynle summed up the
results: “FDB out, JR wins; Ratne
out, JR and Moscow win..""!

66
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What was meant by compromise,
of course, was the Impression
shared by some observers that
the “clan” had patched up differ-
ences with the amorphous but
quite broad-based and vocal antl-
clan "faction," Symbolising this
was the creatlon of a new post
of Deputy President, the election
unopposed of Maitripala Senanayaka
(proposed by Anura Bandaranalke)
and a cheerful Maitripala’s reported
remark: “No more differences. . .."

But there are two other views.
The firse is that this was a genuine
attempt, as far as It was possible
in the SLEP, at ‘democratisation’;
that in short, the office-bearers
and the PB zre far more repre-
sentative of party opinion than
avaer before.

This judgement is fiercely con-
tested by a minority within the
party, and by the SLFP's critics
outside — the critics ranging from
the UNP to the CPSL, and the
I¥P. The LS35F leadeship once
anti-Sirima, Is doing a tactical shift.

When the party constitution
was first made public a cartoonlist
in a leftwing daily showed the
new SLFP structure in the form
of an inverted pyramid doing a
precarfuus balancing act on MFS.
Bandaranaike's broad palm! The
fact that the long-delayed party
conference will be held two months
after the election of office-bearers
gives a cutting edge to that sar-
donic Illuscration.

Those ohservers who subscribe
to this view argue that the kith-
and-kin are still widely distributed
in the party’s other decision-making

[

bhadies, such as the Mational Ex-
ecutive, and that even the April
4th election was a highly skilled
exarcise in baclkstage manipulation.
“Lee Kuan Yew would have been
proud of Sirima’ said a top UNP'er
who has close SLFP contacts.

The fate of two “key' perso-

nallties dramatises this  point.
Professor Rohanadeera, one of the

chiei archicects of the new cons-
titution was one of s first casu-
laties. He Is nowhere on the
scene, and sulks in his pedagoglc
tent, drawing some solace from
Kautilya and Machiavelli. Sources
sympathetic to him ask: “Where
was the Electoral Commission, an
Independent body that was to
supervise these electlons?’’  The
Electoral Commission, manned by
party members who did not contest

any post, never functioned, and
the poor Professor, a man from
Matara, found *his" District

Committees go “unrecognised" by

the leadership while he himself
fell wictim to provincial, tribal
and factional intrigues, these

SOUFCEes say.

The other was Ratne Deshapriya
Senanayaka, the most prominant
Peking-liner or Sirimacist (i.e.a
former Maoist whe has faithfully
followed Peking In abandoning
Maoism  but remained loyal to
Sirimava.) In the inner-party fight,
the Sirimaoists were indentified
with the inner (family) circle.
The Peking radicals disagree with
the Left by claiming that 5Sri
Lanka isin the stage of ‘the new
democratic revolution' and that
the SLFP is cthe natural leader of
the 5ri Lankan revolution in this
phase.

“Paor fallow, Ratne was victim
of his own theory.... the first
casualty of the 5ri Lanka Freedom

Party’ s new democratic revolution”
remarked an ex-Ambassader as
he and some others who  have
drifted away from the SLFP en-
Joyed themselves at a cafe well-
known for its Chinese cuisine.

The SLFP election Is in fact the
culmination of a process which
started even before che [977 poll
when disgruntied Ministers weore
heard to speak of ‘an Invisible
government', a powerful coterie
at court, linked mainly by family
ties.

It Is an outcome of pressures
both internal and external. The
post-election re-appraisal (looking
for reasons, alibis, scapegoats)
was strongly Influenced by che
shrewd manner In which LR had
made “family bandyism"™ a major
platfarm Issue. The attack on
Mrs. B, and the family from all
sides (IR, Premadass, L35P, CP,
and IVYP) found ready echoes in-
side the party. Although [t may
have taken the distorted form of
a successlon—Issue [(Anura as the
next party leader) it was too
strongly felt at every lavel of the
SLFP for the lerdership to ignore i,

Even more than the UNP, the
SLFP has grown under the shade
of a family tree. The death of
Dudley and the explusion of
Rukman led the way to the de-
Senanayakisation of the UNP.
What of the S5LFF! Mrs, Bandara-
naike sensing the situation, took
all power into her own hands, in
order to make organisational changes
that would meet the challenge.

The challenge was made more
urgent by the summons served
on her. The uncertainty of her
own immediate future (will she
be deprived of her civic rights?)

explains the new moves. How
much of it is tactical? How much
tokenism? The report of the

Commission, the action which the
M3A may or may not take, and
the precise results of the [983
polls are some of the calculable
factors that wauld decide the
ANSWErS.



1971 in pop art

by A Staff writer

he exhibition which the Jana-

tha Vimukthi Peramuna  held
at the Mew Town Hall in Colombe
to commameorate the first, second
and third of April was an illum-
inating affair. There was extensive
poster-publicity of the type that
the JVF has now specialised in.
It must have been very success—
ful because the exhibition drew
large crowds inspite of the incl-
ement weather and the two rupee
gate, We spent a good two
hours in the queue Before we
got in, and this was late in the
evening.

The exhibition was both political
and historical. In additlan ta posters
and charts depicting the impact of
imperialism on the developing
countries, the exhibitian alsa had
crude but effective cartoons dire-
cted apgainst the ‘tradicional ‘ene-
mies' of the JVP — Mrs. Banda-
ranaike and the leadership of the
LSSP and CP. I. R. layewardens
and the present regime also had
unkind things said  abous them,
but with no where near the
venom reserved for Mrs, Bandara-
naike, Dr. M. M. Perera and
Fieter Keuneman.

Posters, pictures and slogans
pertaining to the international
situatlon emphasised an  independ-
ent  line.  The  Chinese were
cansplcuous by  their absence,
The anly living leader whaose
portrait was saluted was that of
Fidel Castreo.

The history and development
of the JWP was briefly sketched,
There was no atcempt to play
up Wijaweera. But the policies
znd the internal struggles of the
IVP  which are crucial te an
sssessment of the  Party  were
not adequately dealc with.

The ambitions of the rivals,
articutarly  Dharmasckera were
detailed as a prelude to the
crucial event — the April actack,
To claim, as  the IVP does in

that their own central

retrospec,
committee tool a decision to

7

attack on  April  5th,
well  that  they were plunging
the country into civil war and
jeopardising  their  own  llves,
merely to ‘destroy’ Wijeweera
and the IVP scems a tall order,

knowing

The exhibition was alsa a
memorial to the dead. An hanour
guard in slow-step circled the
hall. A flawer-decked tributs
to the dead was up on the stage,
Bowed cadres,  funeral music,

dipped flags and flickering candles
gave an atmosphere of awe and
pathos,

Wichin the hall
dual pictures and write-ups on
the slain. Posters and mack-ups
teld the story of state brutality
and  repression.  Among them
was a working model of a saw
mill in  Baddegama where JYP
cadres were fed, instead of |ogs,
to the blades. The IVP had
taken great pains to educate a
new generation to wham the
1971 insurrection was history.

Noteworthy

nless there was a social cala-
Umit:.-r in the country, land
values would continue to rise, a
leading Chatered Valuer has said.
Addressing a luncheon meeting of
the Rotary Club, Mr. N. Nadarajah
sald that in Sri Lanka today gold
was MNo. | and land Mo, 2.

He said that in the agricultural
sector as  well, land wvalues were
rising. This sector was now largely
state-owned but  still the value
af land was high. In this sector,
rubber prices ware on the way
up and coconut prices had reached
an all-time high, With so much
buayancy, there was no prospece
of a setback in land values unless
this country ceased to be a
democracy. — (CDN report)

were  Indivi-
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GARMENTS CRISIS

The local parments industry,
widely regarded as the fastest

growing industry, faces a serious

threat from the "new protec-
tionism.”” The challenge s parti-
cularly severs for the factories
in the Free Trade Zone which
zre now operating on a single
shift at lass than 40 percent
capacity, Of the less than 30

fzctories now operational as many

as 14 are manufacturing ready-
made garments for western markets.

Last year 5ri Lanka earned
more than a billion rupees on the
export of textiles. Maore than
half this sum was made in the US.

But the US now wants to

impose new restrictions on Sri
Lankan exports. For almost two
weeks there was tough bargaining
between a US delegation and Sri
Lankan officials. The US delega-
tion, led by officials from the
State Department and Commerce
Department, consisted of repre-
sentatives of the US textile
industry and trade unions.

The talks were held within the
ambit of the M.F.A., an agreement
to which both countries are sig-
natories. Sri Lanka argued that
the US had failed te meet one
of Its basic obligations —rto prove
with sufficient evidence that Sri
Lankan exports had caused a dis-
ruption in the U.S. market. The
fact is that the U5, which preaches
“free trade' “free flow of goods"
and ‘“interdependence” has been
hit by inflation and Is therefore
practising protectionism.

Besldes earning forelgn exchange,
the FTZ claims that unemployment
is one of its central objectives.

A dejected FTZ spokesman told
the COM chat in |9B0 the textile
industry was planning to absorb
another 20,000 workers who would
“help feed 100,000 persons.”

The same paper quoted a puzzled
local entreprensur: “The World
Bank, the IMF and the US have
all enthuslastically supported these
employment-generating  projects
but now the WS s trying to
restrict guotas,”

B

A top Sri Lankan delegation
led by two Cabinet Ministers is
in Washington trying to solve the
problem "at a political level.”

EEC, China

Rhys David (Financial Times)
reports on the coming battle over
Third World Textile exparts: The
battle-lines which will be drawn
up when the developed and deve-
loping countries meet next year
for negotiations on renewal of the
GATT  Multi-fibre arrangemant
(MFA) should become c¢lear at =
major International conference on
textiles in Brussels in May.

The conference, which Is being
organised by the Paris-based Inter-
national Chamber of Commerce
in conjunction  with the Trade
Policy Research Centre in London,
will be addressed by a number
of senlor fiigures in world textile
negotlations, These include Mr.
Relter Webb, the chief textile
negotiator for the U. 5. and Mr.
Peter Tsac, director of trade In
the Heng Kong Government.
There will also be speakers repre-
senting Third World interests and
industrial and consumer organisa-
tions in the developed countries.

The next round of the MFA,
which is the agreement regulating
world trade In textiles, is due to
come into forcein 1982, A procass
of reviewing the workings of the
present agreement will be starting
soon within GATT prior to next
year's negotiations. The trade
assoclations and the EEC countries
have already begun to lobby mem-
ber Governments and the EEC
Commission for major changes
in the next agresment to further
tighten ecurrent restrictions on
imports.

The three major UK trade
associations, che British Textile
Ceonfederation, the Clothing Indus-

try Ceuncil for Europe and the
Knitcing  Industrizs  Federation,
are calling for the growth in

imports to be tied co growth in
the market for textiles, and for
much mere rigid [mplementation

(Conrtinted  on page 1)
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On the Trotskyist

front

n Britain today, the Trotskyists
larr_- very much In  the news.
thanks largely to the success of
Ted Grant's  “Militant”  group

which has made so many inroads
into the Labour party that even

so prominent a figure as Teny
Benn has come to Its defence,
As 2 result, che influential pro-
Tory press has been giving front
page treatment to the activities
of this group In a ‘*Reds under
the Bed" campalgn ailmed at
Lefrist activists in the trade
union mavement,

Clasaly linked with the ‘Militant’
group s  the Vasu-Yikramabahu
M. 5. 5. P here,

Garments . ..

(Continwed from page 8)

of the rules contained In any
bilateral agreements made by the
EEC  wicth  supplying  countries
ander the next MFA,

However, a major challenge to

Third World suppliers, A furcher
complicatlon has been added by
2= nzed to accommodate [ikely
growth in China's exports,

|
F

conference fram May 27-29
Brussels Sheratan  Hotel,
ly o provide some indica-
! how diffisult negotiations
A majar study of trade
tzxtiles and clothing under the
=% by Dr. Martin Wolf, of MNu-
gge, Oxford and Dr. Do-
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"
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In mast  countries, of course
the Traocskyists are not regarded
as a serfous political force. In
Micaragua, the scane of the last
successful revolution, the Sandini-
sta leadars deported saveral hun-
dred Trotskyists and jalled many.
when Jaime Wheelook and Yictor
Tirado were Interviewed by che
LIS press after they had spoken
at Calumbla Unlversity, theywers
asked why che FSLN jailed Leftists.
The reply was "That is a complete
misconception.... we have not
Jailed any leftlsts.. ..

not Leftists, those are
stg, !

those are

Trotskyi-

But wherever Trotskyist groups
or groupuscules gather, Sri Lanka
is a majer precccupation. The
reason of course is the choice of
Trotskyism as its ideoclogy by
the lsland's first Marxist party, a
choice which represents an Asian
aberration. Thus, almost every
Trotskyist group here has conne-
ctions to some Trotskyist group
in Paris, Lenden or MNew York:
Likewise every split in the Trots-
kyist  movement iz reflected
locally.

A recent issue of 'SPARTACIST'
{(Mo. 27-28), the organ of a
US-based Trotskylst organisation
which  has  affiliates in VWest
Germany and Auscralia, has devo-
ted a lengthy article to Edmund
Samarakkody, with many allusions
te the LSSP, Bala Tampoe's RMP
and the JVP,

In the course of it, the
SPARTACIST refers o material
publishzd in the ‘Lanka Guar-
dian, which it describes as “Cay-
len's  leading  English-language
journal of radical opinion..".
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War against the church

by Jayantha Semasunderam

In a country where eighty-five
percent of the people are Catho-
lic, the Church in the Philippines
is an institution of Immense sig-
nificance, The antl-Marcos opposi-
tion claims that marcial law was
declared in 1972 to counter the
growing tide of the opposition.
US and lapancse capital have
been able te cperate freely In the
intervening eight years. In addi-
tion, the position of the Marces
family has  been deliberately
entrenched. Mrs. Marcos holds a
porticlio, the son is now a Gover-
nor, Mrs. Marces' family control
the media, and so an, “'There
are two types of stooges here”
claims a Filipino Jourpalist  who
was Jailed In 1972, “the 'yes sir!’
and the ‘yes ma’am!" groups.".

Manila bears the stamp of deve-
lopment  of sorts. Impressive
buildings, broad fly—evers and flashy

shops speak of facilities that
have grown In response to the
needs of the wealthy, Effiorts at

housing don't seem to have made
much of a dent in the problem
of urban slums though, MNor can
the poor protect living standards
when inflation is growing at 30
percent.

Yet the most telling indictment
against the Marces regime is the
fact that the Armed Forces have
been increased from 62 000 in
1972 te 260,000 in [9B0. The
opposition  claims  that 60,000
victims are currently in detention
camps whilst 40,000 have been
killed in military search-and-des-
troy missions.

Far from winning confidence for
the regime, the local elections
which were held on January 30th
only helped to emphasise the
precaricus nature of the US-backed
regime [n this Scuth Easc Asian
Domino, Marcos’ party polied 33
percent of the vote. His victory
is nowhere near as 'total’ as Lee's
electoral exercises In Sinpapore,

Phe author recently
visited the Philippines

o

And this despite the opposition's
boyeott of the whole affair. For-
mer Senator Aguino, Marcos' main
rival,  still in jail, damned the
elections and refused to have any
part in them. Censcious of public
skepticism about the electlon, the
tame-medla itself came out with
editarials confirming that the elec-
tion was rigged.

TIME BOMB

Ticketing like a bomb beneath
the Marcas cdifice js the Cathelie
Church. Cardinal 5in, remazins
uncommited —but  as  more and
more bishops and priests  keep
coming out against the regime,
Church asa whole takes on an
oppositional and subversive chara-
cter. In reply, the Marcos regime
is at war with the Church,

In many areas, priests are the
target of the regime, since they are
often the rallying point for oppo-
sitlon. Last December two Redem-
ptorist priests wheo led a human-
rights  rally in  Cebu, were
arrested.

One of these priests, Fr, Rudy
Romano 15 a chairman of the
Protestanc-Cacholic  organisation-
Ecumenical Movement for Justice
and Peace.

Internacional pressure  for the
release of Fr. Edlco Torre who
has been In Jall for five years may
result in his being sent inta exile
in Rome.

Each Lenten period, the Cathollc
Church launches a campaign to
create awareness, encourage sacri-
fice and raise funds. This years
Lenten campaign in the Philippines
advanced the slogan “'Towards
total human liberation,' citing
the Biblical command used by God
in defence of the Hebrew slaves
in Egypt: Set my people free,

The Church waxes eloguent on
viclation of human rights, "Sal-
vaging—a form of arrest where
persons are not brought to deten-
tion camps but to remote places
where they are eventually killed —
has been resorted to reportedly

by some members of the military
in a number of instances."

STARVATION WAGES

“Businessmen say that the eco-
nemic system wunder which the
country operates isone of a fres
market. Buc the free markec claim
workers, Is only freedom to take
or leave starvation wages,” con-
tinues the Church maving from
palitical to economic criticism,

“Repression oxists on a3 scale
that is wide in scope and deap
in Instensity'’ concludes the recenc
statement, "It is the experience
of workers and peasants, tribal
Filipines, students and professionals
who have dared to speak out
their minds and protect their
legitimate Interests",

The US is plainly woerried.
Micaragua, and now another ally
cornered —the demino teeters —
the FPhilippines. VWhen  human
rights in the Philippines was the
taopic of discussion recently at the
U5 Congress, Richard Holbrooke
decided to take a haliday.

But the State
not dumb, “The refugee problem
is the number one problem of
South East Asia,” insisted Michael
Armacost, Deputy Secretary East
Asian and Pacific Affalrs, befare
Congress, "We must keep the
Woarld's attention focused on the
Indechinese refugees’,

lran,

Department is

His colleague, Patricia Derian
told Congress, that in the Phili-
ppines there have been improve-
ments, and cited the recent local
government elections as an example.
But she also qualified the Carter
Administration’s  human  rights
posture by saying that the State
Deparcment “advances our concern
for human rights in the context
of our strategic concerns.”

Testifying  before  Congress,
Dr. Edwin Luidens, director of
the office for East Asia and the
Pacific — Mational Council of Chup-
ches, summed up the crisis of

(Continwed on page 11}



VIETNAM’S VICTORY

— 5th anniversary

pril 30th marks the 5th anni-

versary of the resounding
victory scored by the Vietnamese
people over US  imperialism and
its repressive puppet regime in
the South. Thelr long and heroic
armed struggle was crowned with
victory that glorious spring  day
“in the beautiful land of Vietnam,

War against. ..
(Comtinued from page o)

the US image in the Third World:
“When military aid to a country
in Asia is doubled and redoubled
after the declaration of martlal
law the US can anly be seen to
be clearly supportive of oppressive
autocratic rule. When our ecano-
mic aid is used for projects that
displace, and ctherefore destroy
ethnic minerity communities against
their will, the US cannot be percei-
ved as supporting human rights.”" @

From Lang Son to the Cape of
La Mau, frem now on completely
independent and free, and inde-
pendent and free forever" — as
Le Dwan, First Secretary of the
Vietnamese Communist  Party
put it in  his victory speech
‘Farward to the Future”,

The great victory bore out the
prediction of President Ho Chi
Minh that ‘‘today the grassho-
pper fights the elephant/ comarrow
the elephant’s guts will be ripped
out', and In doing so, shattered
the hegemony of U.S5. impe-
rialism over the post war
world. The Vietnamese people’s

triumph  thus  reaffirmed Uncle
Ho's  statement that  “n the
conditions faveurable to  the

revolutionary movement in  this

era, any nation, even a small one,
provided it |s closely united and
resolutely struggles according to a
correct  political and  military
line, can, with the active assis-
tance and support of the socialist
camp and of the revolutionary
peoples of the world, defeat any

imperialist  aggressors  including
their  ringleader, — the U, §,
imperialises.

Today, the Yietnamese people
led by thelr Communist Party
headed by Le Duan, are follo-
wing the course and fulfilling

the behests of President Ho Chi
Minh:

“Our mountains will always be,
our rivers will always be,
Qur people will always be,

“"The American invaders defeated,
we will rebuild our land,
ten times more beautiful ™
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Anniversary

Bandung : After 25 vyears

by Mervyn de Silva

rade Minister Lalith Athulath-

mudali who often plays the
role of government spokesman in
the MSA told the Ceylon Institute
of World Affairs recently that
Sri Lanka now had a bi-partisan
foreign policy. In the course of
a well-publicised lecture ha also
said that foreign policy had ceased

to be an Issue In the domestic
political debate. All the major
parties, he  added,  support

nonalignment.

The Minister's categorical state-
ment 15 a logleal extension of a
more general observation made
recently by the UNP leader,
President 1. R. Jayewardene,

There are no fundamental
differences, he said, becween the
LUMP and the SLFP; the differences,
if any, related to personalities.
J. R. also told ‘BUSINESS WEEK'
that In the unlikely event of the
SLFP defeating the UNP at the
next pells, there would be no
serious change in the general
directlon of Srl Lanka's economic
policies; policies introduced by
the UNP on assuming office In
July 1977,

Paradoxically, . R.'s view on the
close similarity, if not complete
identification, of UNP and 5LFP
thinking will receive the unequ-
ivocal endorsement of many of the
Left parties, from the CPSL and
MLSSP to the JVP.

The CPSL for instance made
that abundantly clear at Its recent
Congress, thus making a significant
break from its own past strategles
and tactics. The latter were founded,

of course, on the ‘class charac-
terisation’ of the UNP and the
SLFP was regarded by the

Established Left as the party of
the national bourgeoisie as against
the UNP, the authentic agent of
the comprador. From this central
position, it was natural that the
‘orogressive potential' of the SLFP
should be recognised. This, finally,
would invite and justify the Left's
alignments znd alliances, although

12

the correctness of each such
relationship in given circumstances,
was open to debate—a debate
that Is, on tactics.

At the first post-election party
congresses, both the L5SP and
the CP conducted a predlcrable
exercise In selfericiclsm. After 40
years, the two Left partles had
been wvanquished so savagely that
the Left was voiceless in parliament.

An  agonising  re—appraisal was
plainly the first ftem on the
agenda,

The CP's essay In self-criticlsm
seemed more deep-searching in
content and sharper In tone. The
evolution and maturation of the
natienal bourgeoisie had gradually
alcered the character of the
SLFP and there was today no
fundamental difference between
the interests served by the UMP
and SLFP. (See L. G, Yol 2 Mo
[6 Dec 15th [979)

Indicative of a
tactical line, the LS5SP's current
(May Day) moves re-opens this
issue. How would [t characgterise
the two parties, where in lies the

difference and how significant is
it?

The intimate and  integral
connexion between domestic pali-
tics, the interests of dominant and
ruling groups within each country
and the forelgn palicy pursued by
each government Is now part of
the primer of every student of
International affalrs. Thus, a Sri
Lankan perspective on Bandung,
an assessment of Its meaning then
and now, must necessarily base
itself on these considerations.

Mr. Lalith  Athulathmudali s
perhaps perfectly right in saying
that Sri Lanka today has a bipar-

shift In the

tisan foreign policy. But he is
wrong on the past.
Just before the 77 polls, it

was the UNP that challenged the
S5LFP's  self-declared claims on
exclusive rights over nonalignment.
Since the UMNP was attacking the

SLFF on every policy front, such
an assault on foreign policy was
all the more compulsive because
the 1976 Colombe conference at
least In Srl Lankan eyes, had
given the 5LFP's and  Mrs,

Bandaranaike's personal claims the
stamp of international recogniticn,

The UNP had traditlonally
treated foreign policy with a
lardly Indifference in the parochial
belief that it was toco expensive
a habit for small nations. Foreign
affairs was best left to foreigners,
So, Ceylon's foreign peolicy post-

1947 was, intellectually speaking,
the lost luggage of departing
British civil servants. Ceylon’s

defence and fereign policles were
as much decided upon in ¥Whitehall
as Ceylon's economic condition
was determined In Mincing Lans.

The British were our trusted
friends, 5o these things are best

ordered in London, This attitude
springs from a  deep-seated
intellectual inferiority. It is the

natural self-expression of a made-
to-order natlve elite, nurtured
and processed mentally by its
white master; the products of the
Ideslogical assembly lines of the
metropolitan  centres. To  grasp
and camprehend this paycholegical
condictlon in all its  fascinating
incricacies one must of course
turn to the illuminating wark of
Fanon, Cabral and Sartre.

As the mind sweeps over quarter
of acentury, we can see all chis
as the dominant features of our
foreign policy in the Senanayake
era,

With Sir John came a new
activism. Let's give the man his
historica) due, Like Mrs. Bandara-
naike, in a way, the prospect of an
internationalist  role seems to
have held him in thrall, It
appealed to all his known vanities,
and most of all eo his almost
childish passion far the camera
eye and  the [limelight,  his
Irressistible desire to strut, even
for a moment, on the world's
stage.



Sir John Koralowela and

Jokn Foster PDulles

Playing on these all-too human
ateributes,  Sir John's  advisars
were able to Inject a new activism
Into Ceylon's foreign policy and
give it a new direction.

Sir lohn's foreign policy posture
may have been reactionary but ic
was more real. Far more clc:-sely,
was It attuned to the realities of
a post-war world whare British
power was already a  wvanished
supremacy and  the  Américan
century had commenced.

This was the period af the
Celd War, of America’s unassa-
ilable ecanomic and military might,
of McCarthy and  Dulles, of
reglonal  pacts  and  waorldwide
propaganda — the battleground and
armeur in the crusade against
godless communism, It was indsad
a time for warriors and Sir Jahn
was a soldier to the fibre of his
being and nathing became him
more than his Celenzl's unifarm.
And here, appropriztaly, he was
maore the gaseous, pezcack Patran
than the blustering Blimp. Besides
the matter of temperament, there

was also the guestion of idesle-
gical bannir and cause. Again,
he was tallor-made. He was 2

fervent if somewhat juvenile anti
—Communist,

So there he was—the man
for this Cold War seasan, ideally

malleable matarial for his advisers:
the recruiting  agents for  Mr,
Dulles' dubious internationai bri-
gade, which got itself disastorously
bogged down and then wipad out
20 years later in the paddy-fields
of Vietnam,

And it was
us to Bandung.

1956

The formal adoption of non-
alignment a5 Ceylon's foreign
policy came in 1956, [In the same
year, the British were asked to
quit the bases, A new chapter
was opened in our diplomatic
relations with saciallst countries.
Bandaranaike addressed the U. M.
General assembly as  spokesman
for the Asian group at the end
of a year In which Suez and
Hungarian  crises dominatad the
pelicical debate,

Sir John who led

Bandaranaike was the articulate
spekesman of those secial forces
which helped the SLFP-led MEP
te defeat the UNP. Ceylon's
official and public identification
with certain ideas and forces in
the external environment and its
several  responses to  particular
issuss and events (the pith and
substance of fareign policy) re-
presented the natural expression
of the content of those domastic

farces which had thrust themselves
forward in 1956, Looking back
at boch naticnal and international
developments  during  these 325
years, it js not diffieult o re-
cognise the progressive aspect of
the socio-political changss affected
by 1956,

In a period marked by many
changes of government, the SLFP
and nonalignment  became almosy
synomymous.  So much so that
the SLFP  leadership gradually
acquired a proprieterial manner
when speaking about nonalignment,
a fact which embarrassed and
annoyed the pro-UNP intelligentsia,

This is the genesis of the
Bandung-Belgrade debate  which
keeps cropping up In the pages
of the mainstream press,

Although the UMP was cercain
of victory and certainly knew
that = foreign  policy s rarely
convertible to votes, the UNP
‘think—tank' realised that this was
the party’s exposed flank, The
who drafted che [977
manifesto and masterminded the
propaganda effort wanted to present
a perfect palicy profile,

advisers

Bandung 1955

Bandung was their answer.
Monalignment starced at Bandung,
The decision to hold such a
conference was made in Colambo
at 2 meeting attended by Mehru,
L. Nu, Ali Sastramidjoje, Moham-
med All, and Kotelawela,

It was Prime Minister Korela-
wela, president of the UNP, who
led the Ceylonese delegation to

Bandung. So nonalignment was
the UNP's achievement.

Here is a classic example of
how 2 general proposition can

be prefectly logical and yer its
specific use to advance a  par-
ticular point can be demonstrably
untenabfe.
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Bandung was an Afro-Asian
gathering and by definition con-
tinental in concept and character,
The nonalignment conference was
in Belgrade six years later. Mone-
theless, it is a commonplace and
indisputable fact of contemporary

history that both Bandung and
Belgrade are part of the same
histerical process.

But this process had two
prominent tendencies. Both be-
fore and during Bandung these

were guite easlly indentifiable al-
though one's precise mode of
description will of course depend
on one's political standpoint. Since
history has already made its own
judgment, it Is possible to be
dispassionate In one's cholce of
categeries,

What we might call “'the for-
ward force" carried the slowly
emerging movement to Belgrade
and beyond. The movement has
grown and grown but that is not
the sole reason why it ls hetero-
geneous, The diversity is sourced
in the varying social character of
regimes and ruling groups in each
member-nation, their interests
and outlock, and the degree of
actual independence or dependence
of ‘national” economles on the VWest.

ln “*Afro-Asia and Monalign-
mant®, the first extensive study
of the movement and its evolution,
G, H Jansen indentified the two
tendencies in terms of the
played by the actlve participants.
And for him the test was each
participant’s public response to
the wvital issue. lansen wrote:

raole

debate an
that the conference
grappled with its real task and
its real purpose the justifying by
the -aligned and the nonaligned
of the differing ‘foreign policles
adopted by them...."

“lt was in this

colanialism

14

did Sir John's
Far from been
non-aligned, he was alignad.
More. He was the aggressive
advocate of the aligned. Worse,
He was a deliberately disruptive
agent and the disruption of this

NMow where
Ceylon belong?

movement has remained as we
all know cne of the major ob-
jectives of the West.

“Sir john Kotelawela led this

famous debate away at a tangent.."”
notes Jansen, commenting on how
Ceylen's prime minister suddenly
aimed his biunderbuss at the
J55R  and the ‘“colonies” of
Hungary, Poland, Rumania, Latvia,
Lithuania, Estonia etc.

What was his contribution? "It
shattered,'” observes the same
writer, ''the atmosphere of con-
ciliation that had begun to prevall
in the committee room,"

The reaction of Mr. Mehru, 2
founding father of the movement

whose name is inveked by all
sides In chis ongolng local debace,
is an record. His  “irritated
comment” was;

“The Prime Minister of Ceylon
referred to Eastern Europe. Let
him put down precisely what he
is going to discuss and noc calk
sbout the sun and moon.”

Mercifully, Sir lohn's “cracker
ultimacely fizzled eut like a damp
squib.””  And this finally Is che
measured opinion of the schalar
on 3ir lohn and the ‘aligned’
(not non-aligned) regiment he
had tried to lead into  such
dubious battle at Bandung:

“They talked a great deal about
ideclogical domination but cheir
Eurocentric arguments In  this
deflecced debate were themselves
excellent of
tutelage."

examples mental

Next: Bandung's significance
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Three questions for Trotsky

by V, P. Vittachi

In June 1931 Georges Simenon,
who was then 30, asked for and,
te his surprise was granted (for
athers had been cturned down),
an Interview with Trotsky who
was living in what was then called
Constantinople. He was required
to submic his questions in writing,
in advanee and at the in-
terview Trotsky  would  plve
his answers, alse in  writing,
one copy of which Simenon would
have to sign and hand back to
Trotsky. This  procedure  was
necessary, Trotsky's secratary ex-
plained to Simenon, because he
had been badly misreported by
earler interviewears. Simencon
wrote a piece called Chez Trotsky
about this interview but the ar-
ticle was never published until,
as belatedly as 1975, it appeared
in a book zbout Simenon published
in French in which it was repre-
duced in a section entitled ‘Un-
published Texts of Simenon'. |
have not translated the entire
article— it is too long—but only
the questions and answars, As far as
| know, they have not been trans-
lated into English before,

Race
QUESTION: Do  you believe
that race will be the predominant

lssue in the process of evalution
out of the present state of fer-

mentation? Or will it be che
soclal question? Or the economle
question? Or the milicary?

AMSWER: Mo, | am  far  from
believing that race will be a decisive
factar In the evolution of the
coming epoch. ‘Race is a crude
anthropelogical material — hetero-
geneous,  Impure, mixed —from
which histoerical development has
created ‘semifabricated” products
which are the nations. It |5 cla sas
znd social grouplngs and the poli-
tical currents chat flow from them
that will decide the fate of the
ew era. |, of course, do not deny
he significance of the qualities
d distinctive traits of the different
g5 Bur in the process of evelutien
de inte the background befare
zbour technliques and the techni-

L
n
th
A

que of thought. Race is an elemant
that is static and passive; history
is dynamic. Hew can an element
refatively immabile. by icself de-
termine movement and develop-
ment?  All distinctive racial craics
disappear before the internal com-
bustion engine —not to speak of
the machine-gun: Hitler, preparing
himself to establish an  etatisc
regime te suit the pure Germano-
Mardic race, finds he can do no
better than to plagiarise the Latin
race of the Seuth. [n his time,
Mussolinl, struggling to  achleve
power, used (alchough by turning
it upside down) the sacial doctrine
of a German, or rather a German
lew, Marx, whom he had called,
a year or two  proviously, ‘the

immoral father of us all', If today,
In the 20th century, the nazis
propose to turn their back on

histary, en the social dynamie,
civilisatlon itself to return to 'race’
why should they not go  back
even further! lsn't anthropology
only a part of zoblogy? Wha knows,
it is perhaps in the kingdom of
pithecanthopus that the racists
will find the most lofty and maost
indisputable inpiration for their
creative activicy?

Dictatorships and Democracies

QUESTION: Can we consider
the group of dicratorships as the
embryo of a regroupment of peo-
ples or is It only a passing,
accidental phase?

AMNSWER: | do not believe that
the grouping of states will be
berween dictatarships on the one
side and democracies on the acher,
Excluding a narrow class of profe-
ssional policicians, nations, peoples
and classes do not live on politics,
In the face of certaln fixed objec-
tives, particularly economic forms of
government are only a means.
Of course, a certain similaricy bet-
ween eratist states may predispose
some of them to get togecher.
But in the end it is material
considerations that will decide —
economic interests and milicary
calculations. Do | think that che
group of fiscist dictatorships (ltaly,

Germany) and  quasi-Bonapartis,
states (Poland, Yugoslavia, Austria)
episadic and transitory! Alas! |
cannot make so optimistic a prog-
nosis. Fascism has bezn brought
about not by psychosis and hysteria
(as the parlour theoreticians of
the genre of Count Sforza console
themselves) but by a profound
economic and social crisls which
has picilessly gnawed, mare than
anywhere else, at the body of
Europs, The present cyclical erisis
will Inevitably give way to a revival
of outlack, although to a smaller
degree than people may expect,
but the general European situacion
will net improve much. After
each crisis the smallar and wazker
enterprises will becoma more feeble
or die off altogather. The strong
enterprises  will  become even
stranger. Divided Europsz repre-
sents a combination of small eater-
prises hostile to each othzr by
the side of the economic giants
of the United States. America’s
present situition is  diffizult —the
dollar itself has given at the kneas,
Mevartheless, following the present
erisis, world forcas will  change
In favour of Amsrica to  the
datriment of Europs. The fact
that the old continent as a
whole has lost the privileged
position it had in the past will
lead to ensrmous exacerbation of
the antagonisms between the
European states and betweszn cla-
sses within those states,  Certalnly
this processus will differ in degree
between states, but | am speaking
of & general historical tendency,
The growth of social and national
concradictions explains, in my viaw,
the origin and relative stability
of the dictatorships.

To explain my thinking, let m
quate somazthing | wrote a few yea
ago on the question: Why are
democracies giving place to dicta-
tarships, and is it for lang? (Fram
an article wricten on 25 February
122%). "It is sametimes said chat
an this quescion we have to deal
with undaveloped natlons or those
lacking in maturizy. This explana-
tion hardly fics lwaly. Bur even

15



catexr where the explanation
nothing. In the
was considered
countries were
! climbing up towards
emocrzcy. Why then, inthe 20th
century, do they move towards
dictatorship? Democratic Institu-
tions show that they cannot with-
stand the pressures of contemporary
contradictions, sometimes interna-
tional, sometimes internal, most
often both international and in-
ternal  simultaneously, Is it
good? Is it bad! In any caselit
is a fact. By analogy with electro-
technics, democracy can be de-
fined as a system of commutators
and Insulators against currents
that are too strong, in the natio-
nal or social struggle, Mo epoch
in humazn history was maore satura-
ted with antagonisms than ours.
An  excess voltage of current
makes itself felt more and more
at different points of the European
netwerk, Under a great excess
voltage of the contradictions of
classes and of nations, the commu-
tators of demaocracy dissolve or
burst into pieces. Of course, the
the weakest fuses give way first."”

When | wrote these lines, Ger-
many still had Its soclal-democratic
government. It Is clear that the
subseqgent march of events in
Germany—2a country no one would
czll backward —cannot in any way
shake my evaluation. It is true
that during this time the reveolu-
tionary movement in Spain swept
away not merely the dictatorship
of Primo de Riviera but also the
monarchy. Some contrarycurrents
of this nature are inevitable in
the historical precesses but inter-
nal equilibrium is far from having
been realised in the peninsula
beyond the Pyrenees. The new
Spanish regime has not yet demons-
trated its stability.

Peace or Warl
QUESTION: Do you believe

that evolution is possible smoothly,
ar do you believe z viclent shake-
up necessary! How long do you
think the present drifting will last?

ANSWER: Fascism, In particular
Germany's national socialism indis-
putably brings to Eurepe the dan-
gers of war. Being away from
things, | may perhaps be mistaken,
but it seems to me that people
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are not paying sufficlent attention
to the full extent of the dapger.
Viewing It from a perspective not
of manths but of years —but, in any
event not of decades—| consider
an outbreak of war caused by
fasclst Germany absolutely inevita-
ble. It is precisely this question
which can become decisive: far the
fate of Europe. | expect to ex-
press my views on this subject in
the prass shortly. You perhaps
think | paint tooc dark a picture!
However, | have drawn my con-
clusions from facts, belng guided
not by pradilections and preju-
dices but by the logic of objective

processes. That ocur epoch is not
one of pesceful prosperity and
political well-being is not, | hope,

something | have to prove, But
my assessment can appear averly
pessimistic only to those who
view the march of history with
too short a perspective. From
close, all great epochs appeared
very dark. The mechanism of
progress, It [5 necessary (O recog-
nise, Is quite imperfect. But there
is no reason to  suppose that
Hitler or a series of Hitlers would

succeed  for  always, or more
strictly far  even a decade in
halding back this  mechanlsm.
They will break many cogs of
its gearing, they will twist Its
levers out of shape., They «can
make Europe go backward for a

few years. Butl do not doubt that
finally humanity will find the way.
The whaole of history guaranteesit,

Ta me these answers are ehor-
mously interesting because they
shaw, for all Trotsky's commit-
ment to Marxist dogma, the brilli-
ant empirical persplcacicy of the
man. At a time when even people
like Shaw were saying kind things
abour Hicler, Trotsky was certain

Hitlerism would bring about a
world war In just a few years,
At a time when the Spanish

revolution was triumphant  having
got rid of Riviera and the menar-
chy Trotsky was doubtful of jcs
ability to survive, At atime when
the American economy was in
the throes of economic crisis
Trotsky sees America emerging as
an economic giant vis—a-=vis Evrope.
Today with the benefit of hind-
sight we can see the sure grasp
Trotsky had of the trend of forces
and events of his day.
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DEVELOPMENT

POPULATLON PLANNING

— another view

by Paul Caspersz

IT. is largely a question of

() the relative emphasis of the
twa terms invelved;

(i1} the
the two

relationshilp  between
terms.

(1) Relative Emphasis

If the emphasis is on population
planning, then you seek by every
means at your command to mani-
pulate population and check its
rate of growth; if, as the prestl-

gious Joan Robinsen and the
even meore prestigious  Gunnar
Myrdal have argued with little

atcempt at concealment, you give
aid te Asia, earmark the greater
part of it for the manufacture,
purchase and distribution of con-
doms, loops, pills etc., and for
the salaries of highly paid experts
and FP advisers around the world.

If the emphasis Is on develop-
ment—as | argue it should be—
then examine development, the
stultification of the World Bank
and UNCTAD development plans
for the 80s (with again, scanda-
lously overpaid consultants hustling
aleng marbled corridors in Geneva
and Mew York), study available
rescurces, see development as
liberation (also from FP) and hu-
manization, and asked for the
vigarous, dynamic, egalitarian
population as both the chief means
and the final goal of development,

(i) The Relationship

If your emphasis is the first
one, then yousee the relationship
between growth of population and
ecanocmic growth as a’ hostile,
mutually exclusive one; at best, you
see population control as a pre-
requisice of economic growth,

If your emphasis is the second,
you begin to see economic growth
25 a pre-requisite for successful
population planning: you may even

succeed in seeing a young, vigorous,
dynamic and disciplined popula-
tlen as an  actual propeller of
economic growth,

I am not arguing that there
are no  population problems in
Asia, still less that there is no
need for a

population  policy,
Buc | am arguing that
() the population problem is
part of the larger problem of
uneven, undirected, laissez-faire
development of the imperialist—
capitalist phase and cannot be
solved in lsolatien from  that
problem;
(in that a population policy
should be a dependent part of

an econamic policy which in its
turn implies  far-reaching and
radical changes both In the con-
cepts and in the strategies of
development,

Te seek to limit population
without an  assault on  existing
social inequalities —in the style of
the FPAs —merely plays Asia into
the hands of the forces that have
satisfied its growth during the

whele of the colonial or equi-
colonial period. It is te weaken
the moral fibre of a nation. les

symbol becomes the loop, not
the sickie. lts ideal, depicted on
colour pletures, Is the small, salfish,
bourgeois family. It is not what
an awakening Asla most needs
today.

The case of Sri Lanka

Lanka Is a society in transition
and will continue to  be so for
the rest of this century. No
argument in  support iz mare
convincing than the demographle.
Up to the early 19205 high birch
rates and high death rates ensured
aslow growth of populution. Until
the mid-40s the rate of growth
was faster with birth rates re-
maining high and death rates

beginning toclimb dawn. From then
on, perhaps largely dus to the
couquest of malaria, the population
began to grow very rapidly, with
birch rates sticking at the former
high levels and the death rate
tumbling to the level of B or less
per 1000, In wvery recent ysars
the further phase of the populatian
cycle with a narrowing of the
difference birth and death rates
has begun to appear. But aven
with rapid declines of the furtilicy
rate, in the year 2000 Lanka will
have a population of 20 millian, ar
one and a half times her present
population.

To accommodate such an  in-

crease In two decades will be
impossible  unless  social change
occurs on a wvast scale. Today

cne out of every three households
does not have toilet facilities of

any kind. Among Asian countries
Lanka is ane of the best for
health care. Yet her figures of

6000 inhabitants per physician and
330 Tnhabitants per hospital hed
compare unfavourably with several
developed countries. [t has been
estimated thac Lanka will need at
least 100 fully equipped schoals
every year, or 2 every week, to
deal with her increasing schoal po-
pulation for the rest of the century,
Prabably 20 per eent of the work-
farce is currently unemployed or
severely underemployad.

On all matters of growth, while
western experts, such as chose in

the International Flanned Paren-
thoad Faderation, have an open
sesame for Lanka: birth coentrol,

In August 1972, in Sydney, their
experts recommended that Sri
Lanka sheuld legalize and liberalize
abortion., In March this year a
five-member team of so-called
population experts—among them
the Executive Director of the
International  Fertilicy Research
Programme and a former Secretary
(Continued off page =1}
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OPEC — villain or

scapegoat !
by Shanta de Alwis

“In Sri Lanka, no one is so
daft or wninformed not to lnow
that we owe our plight to OPFEC's
repeated price hikes"  (“Daily
News* egditorial of 1-3-1980).

“It is drastically increasing oif
prices which is the major threat
1o the western economies.”
(—**Chanakyp'' “Sunday Obser-
ver'? s-g-igio.)

pologists for the government,

are fend of blaming OPEC for
our economic ills and Indeed for
the [lls of the whele world capitalist
system. The whole propaganda
machinery of the governmeant has
been geared to this campaign which
has but one object; to convince
the peaple that the recent price
increases have been forced on a
reluctant government by this evll
conspiratienal organisacion of greedy
Arabs. | am teld chat even Buddhisc
monks give the example of OPEC
te illustrace ‘“‘cthanha’.

The Trade Minister Mr. Lalith
Athulathmudali claimed in an
article published In the ‘Sunday
Observer, that “apart from the
direct impact of OPEC decisions,
in the form of increasing of fuel
costs, In our economy, there ars
Indirect ones as well. The reason
we have to pay more for ather
impores is the effect that rising
oil prices have on the countries
we import their goods from™. |In
other words we see the uncontroll-
able inflation that the world capita-
list system faces today, as being

caused primarily by OPEC.

Shanra de Alwis who iz a central co-
riditee member of the Nava Somasa-
mefa Party which is offilfated 1o Ted
Grant's “Militant' tecdency in Brivain,
is Prafessor af Mathematics af the
Universicy of  Sr Jayawardencpura.
He hwelds a Fellowship ar the University
TRIESTE, and has been a lecturcr amd
conswliant abroagd.

It is not just a matter of finding
in OPEC a convenient scapegoat
for the inflationary erisis.

They really do believe what

they say, For this is the line
that s handed down by the
leaders of warld  imperialism

(Carter, Thatcher ete,) and prope-
gated around the world by the
mass media, One finds most
Wastern agency reports on economic
matcers biased towards this view,
Journals such as Time and News-
week. which have an inordinate
influence en our bourgesis intelli-
gentsia, subscribe to  this view
(at least most of che time). In
fact, Time Magazine's reports
on the OPEC decisions last
year had distinctly racist over-
tones. All this is parc of an
enormous effort by western leaders
and the bourgeois media to blame
the ills of the increasingly crisis-
ridden world capitalist system an
OPET. and thus direct the wrath
of the organised working class
(which 1s  enormously powerful
today) against the “greedy Arabs.”
Unfortunately for them as shown
for  example by che recent
confrontations  in  Bricain  these
attempts wiil fail. Far the UNP
intellectuzls on the other hand
anything that is churnad out by the
Western mass media s gospel
truth, The irony of it in the
present case is that hardly any
serious bourgeois economist puts
forward the view that the root
causes of inflation are the OPEC
decisions.  This absurd and
naive view is dished out purely
for mass consumption. The
strategists of imperialism cercainly
know better, For them OPEC s
a convenient scapegoat.

Let us lock at some of the
comments that were made after
the first " Oil Shock' of late 1973,
While the Mew York Times ranted
and raved about the “Oil Cartel™

ECONOMICS

and its policies causing  “Sky-
rockating prices'” ‘‘breakdown of
trade and payments, the major

causes of inflation and balznce of
payments instabilicy,” the Tri-
lateral commission commented
that “increasing oil prices
speeded up trends already
visible’”! For the UM Secretary-
General "lt was clear that the
world  moenetary  system  was
suffering from malfunctioning even
before the recent sequence of
events.'

It is only in the past few years
that rising cost  of primary
commodities and fuels became
significant elemencs in the inflation-
ary trend —a slowing down of
ecanamic  expansion  in Mot
industrial countries was already in
progress in the course of '73."
(Quated by Geoffrey Barraclough
in the Mew York Review of Books

January 23 [975).
After the 1979 oll price increases
too, the “Western leaders and

mass media, shrieked hysterically
that, the world economy is being
destroyed by the avarice of the
OPEC countries. What they forgot
to mentlen was that the real
price of oll had actuzlly fallen
between ‘74 and ‘78, In other
wards the nominal price of ather
goeds espacially the industrial
products were rising faster than
the nominal price of oil. In fact
as the “Economist® pointed out
in its economic review of the
past decade,” by 978, consumer
encrgy prices In industrial econo-
mies were actually lower, relative
to other prices, In  Japan,
Switzerland and  Awstralia, than
before Yom Kippur, 1973, and no
more than [5%] higher in the
United States, Britain and Germany.
Sitting ducks for apother OPEC
fusillade. Which they duly got.”
In other words the real price
that QPEC was getting in |978

19



was not much better than what
the:.r had got even before the
four-feld increase in 1974 and
infact some  czlculations  have
estimated that it was no higher

than the real price in 968!

The point is that cheap cil was
ane of the factors that maintained

the long  post-war capitalist
upswing. It was certa[nlg not the
major factor, but =zvailability of

virtually unlimited quantities aof
oil and prices which were about
a factor of 4 to 5 cheaper than

the next cheapest substitute,
provided a significant boost to
the growth of western industry.

Chezp oil was wastefully consumed
for decades especially in the US
where In the [950's cost of oll
In industry was only 5% of value
added. “Gas-guzzling' cars were
another example of wasteful
consumption.

This free flow of cheap oll was
malntained by the huge multina-
tienal oligopolistic oll companies
backed by the American and Bricish

governments, As G. Barraclough
points out In the article quoted
earlier, at that time Mid-East
all was available at |6 cents

(American) a barrel the price was

set by the cil companies at
S |75 per barrel, OPEC's
alm was to  increase the oil
producing  countries  share  of

the take, from the profics of the
oil companies. YYhen in October
1973 OPEC (which had already
taken over production) decided to
raise its price, the oil companies
could have easlly absorbed the
extra cost and they would have
been still left with a good margin
of profit. Instead the oil companies
grasped at the opportunity teo
increase their profits enormously,
Thus Aramco Increased its profits
from 80 cents a barrel in early
1973 to $450 in March 1974,
There was 2 repeat performance
of this in 979, which even led
to demands for the nationalisation
of the big oil corporations in the
United States!

The point is that for decades
this precious (and for many OPEC
countries the only) natural resource
was being extracted at a negligible
price while the populace of these
councries lived in abject paverty,
The dirt cheap wages paid to the

0

Arab ail workers and  the small
taxes pald to pliant mid-eastern
EOVEPTMENts Meant enormous pros
fits far the ail companies. The oil
producers in fact subsidized the
whole of the capitalist industry
in the advanced countries. The
worst of it was that these coun-
tries along with all cther primary
praducers were being [ncreasingly
exploited by the Imperiallst centres
through declining terms of trade,
(For all primary commodities decli-
ned fram an index number of 1326
in 1953 to B4 In 1972 — taking 1963
as |00).

Of course oil producers were
in a position to reverse this trand
by forming a cartel because of
the secrategic  nature  of their
commedicy and because of its high
inceme elasticity of demand. So
far ather primary producers (except
rubber to some extent) have failed
to get similar results.  Buc if the
government is serious about trying
to get producers agreement for
primary commaedities and about the
so-called ““New International Eco-
nomlc Order', It is downright
silly to blame another group of
primary producers wha have
succeeded in improving their posi-

tions in the world market. Even
the famous oil petition isa ludi-
crous display of Ignorance about

the realities of the confrontation
between imperialism and the
underdeveloped countries. |f the
government is serious about the
petition it should have at least
recognised that the source of the
problem is the imperialisc-damina-

ted scructure of world trade in
which OPEC has succeeded in
making a small dent. It has to

recognise the progressive nature
{however llmiced) of this action,
On the basis of this recognician
it Is at least meaningful to peti-
tion OPEC for special concessions
to Third World countries. [n any
case the whole exarcise was meant
to divert attention from policies
of wealth redistribution in favour
af the rich, from subsidies to
development.

The above does not mean that
| expect such special concessians
to be given if the right approach
is made —even though the lranian
forelgn minister has apparently
made such a suggestion. In any

case even If the Third World
countries get oll at concessionary
rates that is certainly net poing
to solve any of their basic problems,
The point is that if onc believes
that concessions may be given
and oll price rises are our main
preblem, and  the  government
apparently does so, the way the
gavernment sers about its task is
singularly Inept. Chne cannot expect
concessions froem Iran for example
by repeating the nonsense that
is purveyed by its enemies, the
Imperialists.

What then are
of inflation in

the basic causes
the warld capitalist
system?  Firstly they are the
result of the longrerm  secular
tendency towards increasing doml-
nation of the market (as predicted

by Marx) by huge monopelies,
which the “price setters” rather
than the ‘“‘price rtakers" of the

ideal perfect competitive system
of text books of bourgeois micre-
ecanomics. This s a trend that
has been In evidence since at
[east the first world war.

This so—called downward rigidicy
of prices is a monopolistic {or
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eligopelistic) market Is well-recog-
nised even by bourgecis econo-
mists and Is an Important charac-
teristic of capitalism In Its senils
pericd. On topof this long term
trend one has to take Into account
the set of policies which wers
followed by capitalist governments
during the post-2nd war perlod,
the Bretton Woods system which
gave the U5 dollar a hegemonie
role as a  reserve currency and
enabled the US to run up enormous
balance of payments deficits (and
thus create fictitious capital in the
form of eurodallars, for example,
which total about BOO billian dollars
today) in order to finance its
overseas investmencs, and military
adventures abroad and the enor-
mous budget deficits run up by
imperialist  states to  subsidize
moribund capitalist  Industry, pay
for armaments and maintain class
through welfare-spending.

The rale of the state and es-
pecially che public debt has increased
enormously in allthe major capica-
list economies, The reasons for
this are well understood by
Marxists but even bourgeois eco-
nomists recognise the fact and
they quite correctly (especially the
manetarists) point out that  chis
is the main cause of the present
uncentrollable inflation. However
they forget that the advanced
capitalist state had na other option.
The political conditions for the
post—war boom were created by
the compromise betwzen labour
and capital and was pur  into
effzect  through the class—callabo-
ratlonist policies of social demo-
cracy and the communist parties,
in France and lealy, in the Imme-
diate post-war period. In the US
this rele was played by the leaders
of the organlsed labour, such as
George Meany.

In order to maintain this com-

promise the state had to keep
increasing  welfare  expenditure
and prevent firms on the wverge
of collapse from going under.
However when the factors that
kept the wupswing going were
exhausted these policies became

o many mill-stones
neck of capitalism,

The Friedmans  and  Hayeks
advocate the drastic cucting down
of State expenditure, The farmer

around che

especially  keeps harping on the
nead to curb menerary growth
and calls for “political courags”
(Pinochet style no doubt) to enace
such policies. What these gen-
tlemen don't reckon wicth is the
power of the organised working

class in the -advanced capiralist
countries, The savage deflationary
policies  which they recommend

{and which Thacher far example
is attempting to follow) will lead

ta enarmeous confrontations  with
the working class. Fortunately
for capitalism most  bourgeals

leaders are a little more sensible.
As the Economist reports,

“Even when the
of over-expansion  had
spelt ocut in |971-73, OQECD
countries responded to slump
with 2 good old-fashioned keyn-
sian widening of budget deficits
in |974-75. And went on daing
so, separately  or  together,
throughouc this apparently maone-
tarist decade, whenever, growth
looked like flagging.”

dangers
bzen

However  these inflationary
policies cannot buy the bourgeols
very much time,

Such briefly are the causes of
world Inflation. The rise in oil
prices because it is done by a
cartel appears to a superficial

observer to be a purely voluntary
act stimulated by greed. But QPEC

itself is reacting te world infla-
tionar;«' conditions  whose  root
cause lies else-where. | must re-

peat that this is well recognised
by several bourgeois analysts.  Even
“MNewsweek' could elaim (July 9th
[970) anly that the 1979 increase
of the ceiling on  oil prices to
523,50 would add 1 points to
U5 inflatien which was then running
ac an annual rate about |2 per-
cent! In other words they have
to admit Implicitly at least that
most of the inflation has nothing
to do with OPEC!

Inflation  must be seen as an
organic characteristic  of world
capitalism in its pressnt stage of
decline and decay, Woarkers' states

such  as the Sovier Union  and
China  which have eliminated
capitalism and set up a plannad

economic order are big and largely
free of inflation. However as the
western press [s quick to poinc
out these countries are not free

of economic difficulties and smaller
onas such as Paland and Yugoslavia
have experienced even a certain
decree of inflation. This is dus
to  the ‘Stalinist  bureaucracies’
stranglehold en the planned eco-
nomy I.e. the lack of workers'
democracy, and (as a consequence)
the increasing reliance these coun-
tries have had to place on the
capitalist world market for advanced
tachnology. In spite of this it
remalns the case that cercainly
as far as the basic necessities of
life are concerned inflaclon s
negligible and this applies evan
to the relatively underdeveloped
countries sych as China or Cuba,
Inflation as well as unemployment
and slumps can be eliminated only
by the socialist revelution and
not by breaking up OPEC.

Population . . .

(Continged from page 17)

Genzral of the IPPF—were again
lavish in preaching contraceptives
and sterilization to the people of this
country. (Would the five members
disclose what the rewards
far their ministry, not counting
travel tickets and all the parks of
going round the world te  tell
the natives that there are too
many of them around!?

were

It 1s difficule for Asians te keep
thair cempers coal when foreigners
make such brash inroads into the
maost  intimate  sectors of their
lives, telling  their women how
few Asian  chilldren they must
preduce and advising their govern-
ments to kill the children their
women have conceived. Should
they not rathar direct their rassarch
and advice to the conditions of
foreign trade in thelr awn countries,
te the nazo-colonialist economic
explaitation of the Third World
and to the achivemeant of world
justice?

Asia's  vast populations  may
well be Asia's strongest weapan
in the power politics of a jungle
world during the next hundred
YEars.
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NATIONALITY

‘Sinhalisation’ : migration or
cultural colonialism ?

by Susantha Goonetillake

The paper presented at the

Seminar on  Nationalities by

the author appears in Ancient Ceylon, Vel [V under the title

“The formation of Sri

Lanfan  Culture.

Reinterpretaiion  of

chronical and archaeological material,’

Here in a fresh draft weitten for  the
pushes his ideas to their logical conclusion.

“Guardian®’ e
The ideas in this

short article are now being worked by the author into a larger

essay on the topic.

Some of the other papers presented at

this Social Scientlstis’ seminar by Dr. Siriweera, Dr. K. Siva-
thamby and Prof. Kailasapathy have already been published in

this journal.,

thnic self identities of peoples

have been created by endo-
genous socio-economic and cultural
processes within a population, by
migrations or by imposition of a
new culture. The process by
which a self-identity was accquired
by the Sinhalese nation has been
traditionally attributed primarily
to Aryan migration either from
the MNorth-Y¥Vest coast or the
Morth-East coast of India,

However, the process of Arya-
nisation in India has been shown
by recent archaeological evidence
as well as critical studies of reli-
gious texts from a sociclogical
perspective to have been largely
due to cultural processes rather
than large scale migration. (Thus
Vange Eastern India from which
the Sinhalese zllegedly came was
one such area subject to Aryanl-
satlan by culture and nat migra-
tion), The purpose of this paper
is toexamine in the hindsight of
the Indian findings whether the
Sri Lankan Sinhalisation process
has to be viewed as a cultural
colonisation process or a  migra-
tion process.

In the discussion here, [ will
examine the Sinhalisation process
under three bread headings: (1)
The experience of Aryanisation in
Eastern lIndia  and the Deccan
without massive migration (2) The
available evidence on the 5riLan-
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kan Sinhalisation process in |itl|3r'a'u':;r'1
archaeological and  epigraphical
sources. (3] An explanatory sys-
tem that would encompass the
available [reliable) evidence.

India and *“Aryanisation
without Aryans®

Accent  Indian  work (specially
the work of Romila Thapar) based
on archacelogy and the reinterpre-
tation of classical literature suggests
strongly that “Aryanisation"’
whereby Inhabitants of different
parts of India assumed an Aryan

self-identity was  sccomplished
largely by processes af culeural
diffussion and not by massive

migraticn. The spread of Aryan
culture frem the initial point of
Aryan contact wich the sub-con-
tinent by migration to the Indus
valley and the F"anjab to the rest

of India, namely the Gangetic
plain and the Deccan region was
accompanied by the spread of

the Sanskrit language, the horse

and fron technology; a process
which task several centuries.
After the end of the process,

regions which were hitherte con-
sidered barbarous [mlechchaj gra-
dually entered into the category

of the ritwally pure land of
Aryans — Aryavartha,
The presence of an Inde

Aryan language In Sapta Sindhava
(the area, becween the Kabul river

and Saraswathy river) is attributed
to invaslon zs suggested also by
the Rig¥eda. However, "“the
archacological evidence does not
suggest a massive invasion or
massive migration” (Thapar 1978
p-215) in the Aryanisation that
occurred outside this area. |If
there was a migration it was
only of small groups possessing
the Sanskrit language (ibid).

The Indian Aryanisation process
without migration occured with
the association of iron technology,
the horse and the horse carriage
with Aryan speakers; the horse
and Iron constitcuting a  higher
technelogy to the prier ox and
copper technelogy. This control
of an advanced technology by
speakers of Indo Aryan facilicated
the acceptance of the Indo Aryan
language independent of any phy-
sical conquest.  (ibid p. 217) A
study of the introduction of iron
inte verious parts of India gives
supporting evidence to this pro-
position. Carbon 14 Analyses have
indicated that iron was introduced
to Morth India in roughly 1100 B.C.
and in the case of South India
the archaeclogical evidence indi-
cates that iron technology was
introduced circa 500 B.C. to A.D.
[50 and was assoclated with the
South Indian ‘magalithic’ culture,
{ibid) p. 19) in both cases of the
introduction of iron to the Marth,
as well as to the South the in-
troduction was from the Westarn
end of the Indian oczan. (ibid}

iron tech-
India was

The spread of this
nalegy in  Morthern
accompanied by the diffusion of
Inde Aryan and facilitated the
expansion of the village economy
{ibid p. 222). ““Indo-Aryan there-
fore would not be widely accepted
in those areas where iron tech-
nology was already known. In
the peninsula the area covered



by the iron-using Megalithic cul-
ture roughly cocincldes with the
area of the widespread use of
Dravidizn language.” (ibid p. 222)
Thus Aryavartha and the Dravida
lands divide themselves neatly on
technological grounds on how and

when Iren technology was intro-
duced.

The spread of Aryanisation from
the Indus region to the East and
South was also accompanied by a
process by which groups considered
barbarian {(Mlechcha) earlier were
later absorbed as constituents of
(Aryavarta). In the RigVeda,
the focus of actlvity was the
Indus valley and the Punjab, with
Saraswathy as the sacred river;
but a few centuries later “Arya-
varta is located in the Ganga-
Yamuna Doab with the Ganges
becoming the sacred river.” (Ibid

p. |59) As Aryanisation occurs
by culture processes across the
Morth  Indian  mainland, lands

which were considered mlechcha
are now considerad ritually pure
and are absorbed into Aryavarea

(ibid pp. 152-192)

The above summary of recent
wark on the Indlan Aryanisation
Indlcates that apart from the
Indus-Panjab region where a ma-
sslve invaslon possibly could have
cccurred, cultural diffusion  was
the key element in Aryanisation,

Evidence for Sinhalization

The ctraditional evidence for
sinhalisation as given In virtually
all scholarly works in Srl Lanka
varying from the University of
Ceylon History to popular works
assume the Mahavamsa Inspired
view of migration. This classical
medel of Sinhalisation often assumes
a complete or partial genocide by

invading Morth Indians of the
existing population (the VYijaya-
Kuveni story} and the demogra-

phic replacement by the invaders.
The model may also be considered
tosubsume the view that Srilankaat
that the time was under-populated
and alse that the Invaders estab-
lished setclements (Anuradhapura,
Upatusagama,  Uijeni,  Uruvels,
Vijitha etc. Mhv Chapter 7 43-45)
on virtually a land empty save
for a few cribals.

This traditional
be re-sxamined

maodel has to
in view of the

new Indian interpretations of
Aryanisation by a fresh view on
the literary, ephigrahlc and archa-
eological evidence. The archaeo-
logical evidence has to be consi-
dered the mast trustworthy and
hard, the literary evidence the
least so, being largely an |daslogical
product with epigraphy probably
falling in  between in reliability,
epigraphy being possibly as hard
as archaeclogical evidence.

{a) Literary Sources

The early literary sources namely,
the Dipavamsa and Mahavamsa
date from the 5th or &th century
AD  nearly a 000 years after
the presumed Invatlen of Sri Lanka
by Aryan brigands expelled from
Aryavarta for their anti-social
acts. As these works were meant
to serve an ideclogical function
being complied [as the Mahavamsa
puts it) "for the serene joy and
ematlon of the pious" it is essen-
tlal that an attempt be made to
distinguish In these works fact
frem ideclogy.

Examinatien of the structure
af the Mahavamsa reveals a  geo-
graphical and historical bifurcation
frem the time of Devanampiyatissa,

The material covered in the
Mahavamsa prier to Devanampiya-
tissa relates to events in India
connected with Buddhism  and
where there are references to
Sri Lanka it is in the context
of this Indian connection From

the time of Devanampiyatizsa an-
words, the events described take
place  primarily in  5r1 Lanka.
The relevance of this broad struc-
tural demarcatian will be discussed
later but at this stage it is essen-
tial to examine some of the
material and key figures before
Devanampiyatissa described In the
Mahavamsa. In  this endeavour
too, | am strongly influenced by
the work of Romila Thapar spe-

cially her two papers on "Histo-
rical Writing in Early India" and
“Origin - Myths  and  Historical
Tradition,"

The two maln pre-Devanamplya-
tissa stories are these relating to

Vijaya and Pandukabhaya respec-
tively, and it Is interesting to
examine these two myths eriti-

cally as has been done by Thapar,
The elements of the Vijaya story

are: the marriage of a princass to
a lion whose son Sinhabahu, sub-
sequently  kills  cthe lion; the
incestuous marriage of the two
children of the lion giving rise
to sixteen pairs of twin sons,
the eldest of whom was Vijaya;
Vijaya's evil deeds; his banishmant
and arrival In Sri Lanka on the
day of Buddha's death after a
eireuitious route which takes him
frem East Indian Vapga tea West
India and then by ship to Sri
Lanka. This myth of origin wri-
tten from the vantage point of
writers nearly 1000 years after
the alleged event places the arrival
of the Sinhalese In a context that
combines Morth East India, as
well as the death of thz Buddha
with the Vijayan story.

However, some of the important
events narrated In this myth appear
to be stereotypes already existing
in arigin myths of Northern India
as described in  other Buddhist
licerature, speclally the Maha-
vamsa, The sixteen pairs of twins
and the incest theme are common
to many of these myths of origin.
Special mention should be made
of the fact that a similar myth
describes the origin of the Sakyans,
Buddha's tribe (ibid p. 283) which
clearly indicates the ideclogical
intent of the ™Mahavamsa writers
of relating the 3zkyan origin myth
to the Vijaya origin myth: which
tagether  with Vijaya's  alleged
arrival in Sri Lanka on Buddha's
day of death, help legitimise Vijaya
vis—2—-vis Buddha and Buddhism.
The Vijaya myth should therefore
be seen not only 25 a fictional
myth of origin but alse a myth
of legitimisation vis-a-vis Buddhism,
the religion of the writers of

this histary,

The second Important stary
in the early period is that of
Pandukabhaya and again  Thapar

has pointed aut (p. 2B3) that the
story very much approximates the
birth and life of the Hindu god
Krishna — Vasudeva,

Thapar has attempted to expl-
ain the ideological need for these
myths specially the Vilaya one.
The Sakyan origin myth combines
Vijaya with Buddhism and there-
fore legitimises the Sri Lankan
inhabitants  vis-a-vis  Buddhism,
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The fact that the geographical
area covered by the story was
very wide (Vijaya travelling froem
Eastern India to Western India
and then to Ceylon) is explained
by the fact that “at the time of
the compilation of the text both
Eastern and Western India were
in close contact  with Ceylon"”
(p. 319) Tha-pro-buddhistic lire-
rary evidence on the alleged
Aryan migration s  therefore
clearly mytholagical whilst  the
factual period of the Mahavamsa
bepins with the era after the
Introduction of Buddhism. The
pre-buddhistic material In the
Mahavamsa  provides therefore,
mythological  legitimisatlon  for
the postbuddhistic era and helps
assoclate It with the Gangetle
plains and the Buddhist order.
“This structure makes therefore
the narrative mere purposive and
strengthens  the notion of the

mission of Buddha te Ceylon™.
{p. 320)
Archaeological Sources

Archasological evidence for the
early period is largely In the
surface ruins of Buddhist monu-

ments that are attributed to the
time of Devanampiyatissa. Thase
include the Kantaka Cetiya at

Mihintale, Thuparama, WVessagiriya
and lsurumuniya at Anuradhapura.
These however, are not the ear-
liest archasclogical evidence of
human settlements in Sri Lanka.
Setclements at the site of Bellan
Bodi Pellasa have been dated by
thermoluminiscent testing of asso-

clated artefacts to circa 4500
B. C. (Winde & Oakley 1972}
Excavation on a carefully straci-

fied basis by Deraniyagala (1971}
at the Gedige area has also
identified artefacts associated with
this culture at Anuradhapura.

The  earliest archaeological
evidence of settled agriculture
in Sri Lanka are those associated
with the “magalithic sites which
are a well known type in South

Indiz. These sites are found ac
Pomparippu, Gurugalhinna, Kachi-
ravely, Padavigampola and the

Woalawe Basin and are largely in

the red brown earth soil region
of the country’s dry zone.
A carcfully stratified excavation

in the Gedige area in Anuradha-

14

Pura by Dereniyagala (1972 p. |50)
Indicated the existence of arcificial
reservelrs ‘of water at Anuradha-

pura  ‘which  had the closest
culcural correlatives In the early
iron age megalithic  culture of

peninsulzr India which Is datable
to BOO to 100 B. C. (ibld)
This layer was earller than a
Mauryan layer also Identified by
Deraniyagala. This megallthic
culture in common with parallel
South Indian ones had black and
red type pottary znd settlements
consisting of four distinct areas,
the habitaton area, the cemetery,
the tank and the field (Senaratne
1958 p. 30).

The megalithic evidence points
to an important fact that the
economy and technolagy of 5rl
Lanka in the early phase was
not different fram the South
Indian one., This fact s alsa
callaborated by present evidence
of the Sri Lankan kinship system

which is largely of South Indian
type. The kinship system it
should be noted has an intimate

associatlen with the production
system and so s condlicioned by It

The existence of a South Indian
economy and technological pattern
immediately  raises  the major
paradex of early 5ri Lankan
history namely the presence of
an economy and technelogy comman
to South India but a language
and religlon of Morth Indlan
origin, in Marxist terminology-as
it were a South I[ndian infrascr-
ucture with a  North Indian
superstructure, In the case of
Indiz, the Sanskrit language was
transmitted  and Aryanisation
occurred  with the Introduction
ef iron ctechnelagy, a process
which initially stopped at the
boundaries of the megalithic
system which had iron technology
from a different source. Expl-
anations for Aryanisation (Sinha-
lisation) In the case of SriLanka
has to be sought elsewhere than
that  provided by the Indian
experience,

{c) Epigraphical Evidence

The earliest hard physical
evidence of at language spoken
by 5ri Lankan (or at least a part
of the Sri Lankan population) is
In  the epigraphic data. The

oldest of thess Inscriptions are
either in cave or rock inscripui-
ons found all eover the island.
The earliest inscriptions correlaate
broadly with the red soil dr
zone area  namely the tan
country. The cave Inseriptions
possess a similar style and  are
those that describe donations of
caves to monks, Rock inscriptions

are generally found near tanks
and describe generally the dedi-
cation of the tank to the prias-

thood.

The earliest Inscriptions date
from about 200 B.C. to the 4th
or 5th century A.D. Although
there seems to be some statistical
variation in the direction of
writing compared with the Asakan
Inscriptions  in  that there are
more Inscriptions in  5rl  Lanka
written from right to left than
those In the Asckan edicts
(Paranavitana |96% p. 5) the
language is indistingulshable largely
from the Prakric. This has been
termed the *Sinhalese Prakrit”
by Geiger, the language of these
early Brahmi inscriptions accor-
ding to Geiger “is of the same
type and model of Indian Prakric

both In phonology and morpha-
logy". (Geiger 1938 p.3) “‘The
edicts of Empetor Ascka.,...are

in the same script.’” (Paranavitane
1969 p.4) During this early
period of six to seven centuries
the language was hardly distin-
gulshable from che Prakrit and
the Mauryan inscriptions  and
suggest strongly that the language
was basically a contlnuation of a
Mauryan implanc., (ibid)

The Slnhala language gets an
identity of its own from the
period 4th century to the Bth
century, the era  Geiger calls
the *Protc-Sinhalese”™ era. The
change from the early period is
so sharp that Geigsr names it
“a period of a radical linguistic
revolution.” The Proto Sinhalese
inscriptions “'differ so much from
the Brahmi inscriptions that ic
laoks  nearly like a break'
(ibid P. 4.)

The extant evidence of the
“Sinhala" language  development
is of a scripe closely assoclated
with the monks and monastic

(Continued on puge 23)
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China and Mao: Another

by Chintaka

Sanmugathasan, by his fairy
N atale interpretacion of LISSR's
and China's contemperary history,
insults not only the intelligence
of his readers, but also the
memory of Lenin and Stalin.
The Soviet - Cemmunist  party,
under Stalin's leadership, eradicated
the capltalist and landlord classes,
and built socialism in the USSR.
As Stalin makes clear in numaraus
writings (such as the Intreduction
to the Soviet Constitution as well
as his essay on the ‘'Economic
Prablems of Soclalism in the USSR
there was no longer any objective
possibilicy for capitalist restoration
engendered by endogenous forces.
As for external forces, the Saviet
Union had broken through the
imperialist encirclement and
extended the soclalist revalution
to the heart of Europe, thus
creating a socialist camp.

Was Stalin’s achievement so
ephemeral and his contribution
so puny, that Soviet socialism
could be ‘subverted’ so easily?
The bourgeois state, which s
rapresentative of only an oppressive
minority, needs an armed revolution
to he ‘smashed'. WWas the state
of proletarian distatarship in the
USSR so fragile that it could be
subverted merely by a change of
personnel and policy lines? How
could the proletarian stace which
reoresented  the  overwhelming
majority of Soviet people and
moreover had proved itsstrength
in combat against domestic reaction
as well as Fascism, be ‘subverted’
peacefully? We look to comrade
Shan for an answer....

For too long has comrade Shan,

(and Maeists in general) bean
characterized as ‘Stalinists’. In
reality, they diminish Stalin’s

historic achievement by speaking
of his so-called mistakes, precisely
in order to inflate Mao Tse-tung's
staturcat Stalin's expense.  Maoists
like Shan wave the banner of
Sealin, but, by their advocacy of
«“Mao Tse-tung Thought” they
actually oppose and besmirch the
banner of Stalin,  This was first
pointed out by the Indian Commu-

216

nist leader (now of the CPI-M)
B. T. Ranadive, followed by
Wang Ming writing from exile
in the US5R. Lately, Albania's
Enver Hoxha has also upheld
Stalin's cencribution to Marxism=
Leninism as distince  from, and
opposed to, ‘Mao-tse Tung Thought'.
(‘Imperialism and Revolution’)
in his critiqgue of Maoism, Hoxha
agrees with Stalin that there

are no antagonistic classes
{and struggle between such
classes) under socialism. Is Enver

Hoxha also a “modern revisionist'?
The Vietnamese CP has, for Its
part, long defended 5talin and the
Comintern while criticising the
Cultural Revalution, the theory of
class antagonisms after socialism
has been built, and the ideclogical
construet ''Mao Tse-tung Thought™,

Shan's Maocism not only
denigrates (objectively) Stalin’s
achievement, but it also verges
on Trotskyism. The waorld
Trotskyist movement acclaimed the
Cultural Revolution because it saw
the GPCR as an attempt at
“political revolution against the
bureaucracy’ utilizing the youth-
Trotsky's “'baromater of the revolu-
tion." Thus the GPCR certainly
smacked of Trotskyism in
action. As Enver Hoxha points
out in his recently published
‘Reflections on  China’, the
revisionist forces in the Party
certainly have to be combatted,
but not by deploying non-party
(and even non proletarian) youth
The Trotskyist echoes of Mae's
GPCR had previously been subjected
ta criticlsm by the Vietnamesa
revolutionary leadership. In fact
all the parties which quite
correctly  ‘leaned  towards”
China during the Great Debate,
have repudiated the Cultural
Revolution.  Though they are
antagonistic on other issues, the
CPSU, the Chinese CP's present
leadership, the Albanian Party of
Labour and the Viecnamese OCF
agree that the GPCR was basically
negative, Thera is presently not
a single ruling CP which acclaims
the Cultural Revolution or
adheres to Mao  Tse-tung

view

Thought. Poor Shan is

quite
alone in the world and has really
been orphaned this time !

Shan's assertion that “unless
the World Revolutlon takes place,
imperialism  will  corrupt  the
socialist states which have a relati-
vely isolated existence”, is not
diffzerent in any qualitative
sanse from Trotsky's Permanent

Revolution. If there is such a
difference, Shan should spell it
out clearly. Until then, hes has
only suceeedad In providing  us

with 2 secand peint of coincidence
{(apart from the GPCR) betwean
Maoism and Trotskyism! As for
the Stalinist view, In *Economic
Problems of Socialism in the
USSR Stalin traces out the path

from sacializm [4s] communistc
construction, znd warld revolucion
is not mentioned as a  wital

prerequisite. Just in case this is
to be shrugged off by some asa
“Sealinist aberration from Lani-
nism,”” petmit me to guote the
most uncompromising internationa-
list revolutionary of our time,
Che @Guevara who said: A
socialist society could develop In
a single lIsolated country, even
under the most terrible imperialist
seige such as ths one Soviet
Union had to face™

—(speech "On
March 24th

party Militancy’=
1943)

Fidel Castro went furcher and
said ] believe that socialism, and
ta a certain extent, even Commu-
nism, can be built in  one
country.” (May Day speech-Havana
—1966).

le is heartening that  Shan
criticizes China’s foreign policy
since 197] —a policy of which he
himseli was a casualty. But his
attempt to shift the responsibility
and blame-onto the shoulders of
Chou En Lai s unacceptable,
Henry Kissinger’s memoirs ‘The
White House Years is the most
recent confirmation of the faet
that che foreign policy shift was
Iniciated, or at least had the



explicit sanction, of Maa himself,
Indeed Kissinger states that it
was precisely this knowledge
that gave him and Mixon the

confidence to go shead with
their China  policy. Mac's
conversations with MNixon  and

Kissinger leave no doubt as to
his role In the CCP's foreign
policy shift.

After all, this was the hub of
the debate with Lin Piao, who
wanted to continue a two-front
struggle and eopposed an opening
towards the USA, (Mao mentioned
this to Kissinger and Mixen).
Mao and Chou had a different
view. Following the Tet offensive
(1968) and the US intention to
wind dawn the war (as set out
by the MNixon-Kissinger Doctrine,
also known as the Guam Doctrine,
in 1969), Mao and Chou concluded
that the WUSA was no longer
China's main external enemy, but
that the USSR, was. Doubtless
the Sino-Sovlet border clashes,
the 1968 Czech Intervention and
the Soviet troop buildup also
contributed to Mao's changed
perception. Based on the same
data (Tet offensive, border clashes
etc), Lin Piaoc had come to
different conclusions — very similar,
incidencally, to those expressad
now by comrade Shan,

The fereign pelicy recrientation
of the [970's was the logical
fallowup of thischanged perception,
an the part of Mao and Chou,
Since [935, Chou had been the
administrator par excellence, the

hrilliant executor of Mao's  will
This was his role in the [970s
toe, As for his personal policy

predilections, Albanian, Soviet, as
well  as Yietnamese material
indicates ta us that he would
have preferred to normalize
inter-state relations with the
USSR, and would probably have
done so had he lived long encugh
to take over the reins after Mao's
damise. Some analysts predict
that China's new leaders  will,
afcer strengthening the country
economically and militarily, rtake
this course of action In the notc
too distant future.

Shan’s criticisms of China’s
foreign policy are, in a sense,

unfair. [f the USSR is social-
imperialist, it is bound to be
the chiel source of world war
and the more aggressive of the

two superpowers — since the
‘younger', ‘newer’ imperialism
is always the ene that wants
to redivide the globe. Mazi
Germany and Imperial Japan
area cases in point. 5o, if one
does accept the thesis that

the USSR is imperialist, then
one should go along with the
Chinese attempts to ‘unite the
many’ and defeat the main
enemy. The Chinese are con-
sistentin this. Theirconclusions
derive logically from their main
premises. Shan, however, tries
to have the cate and eat it.

The final irony is that comrade
Sanmugathasan, like Prof. Char-
les Bettelheim and his ilk, while
seeking to diminish the achieve-
ment of Stalin in arder te enhance-
that of Mao, finally succeedad in
diminishing the contribution of
Mao himselfl After all, what is
this theory of “capitalist restora-
tion in China under Teng Hsiac-
Peng.," but a denigratlon of the
scale, scope, depth and impact of
the Chinese  Revalution! The
colossal social achievements of the
Chinese Revolution led by Mao
and the CCP, cannot be written
off that easily, |strongly suggest
that we adopt a balanced wiew of
Mao, such as that held by India's
Marxist Communist Party
(CPI-M) which differs from the
CPSU and pro-Soviet |deologues
in  recognizing Mao's positive
achievement until [956 (and again
in the |263 polemic with Krushchey)
while rejecting the Great Leap,
the Culwural Revolution and the
category of 'Mao tse-Tung Thought'.
Though the CPi-M clearly rejects
China’s foreign policy, it refuses
to adhere to the thesis of

“‘capitalist restoration under
Teng.™ Indeed  the  CPI-M
considers China's new econamic

thinking (best articulated by Yeh
Chlen Yeng) as regards the internal
model (not cthe external linkages)
as a welcome return to Stalin’s
emphasis of the abjective laws of
soclalism, the rale of co nmodity
production erc—quite the contrary
of voluntarist and utopian Maolst
economics,

In  conclusion  we may state
that no onz who considers Scalin's
achievemant and lifework to have
been negated by capitalist restora-
tion, can be a true Stalinisc.
Similarly no one who [s anti-5talln,
can be a true defender of the
Saviet Union. (This goes for the
IVP). A true defender of the
Saviet Union is one wha also
defends the builder and protectar

af cthe Soviet system, Joseph
Stalin. A true Stalinisc is one
who defends the Sovier Union,
not one who reviles it like Shan.

Mao, somewhat like Rasa Luxemburg,
was a great revolutionary who,
despite his grave political mistakes,
remains a great revolutionary, A
true followar of his, cannot denigrate
his life waork by calling inco quastian
the legitimacy of socialist canstruc-
tien in China — which Is just what
Shan does today.

of the USSR and
PRC are lacated on the
political and theoretical-idzo-
logical levels rather than the
sozial or economic. To daduce
fram the erroneous policy lines
of these ruling parcies, that a
qua]itative change has occurred in
social relations and the moda of
production, is to fall prey to a
mechanistic error of ‘sociological’
and/or ‘economistic® reductio-

LNY

nism. ("Socciclogism’/'Econamism’)

The errors

True Marxist-Leninists (Stalinises)

must defand and uphald the
lepitimacy of real socialism as
it exists in the USSR and is
being built in China. So let Shan

et al make the choice, not betwesn
Stalin and Mao, but rather, betwaan
Stalin and ‘Maoism'....

Comrade Shan Is at present
hawever, in a position less envious
than that of the Trocskyists, Bach
Trotskyism and purist Maocism are
no ideologies without a home
in tha socialist camp». Trotskyism
has on its hands the casks of
world revolution aswazl| as political
revolution in the ‘workers srates’,
Comrade Shan and  his  fellow
Maoists have even more Interasting
tasks-world  revolution and social

(not maraly policicil) ravolution
in the W33R, China, VYietnam,
Cuba, Laos sete ete...... Let us

wish them luck.
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ERICH FROMM — a note

by ]. Uyangoda

n the 20th of March, the

BEC announced the deach
of Erich Fromm — a distinguished
philosopher — thinker and wricer
of the present century. Fromm
belonged to a milieu of critical
thinkers which influenced and
shaped, to a certain extent, the
pattern of thinking of more than
one generation of the Western

world, especially in the Pose-
world  war | and post—Fascist
era. Among his contemporaries

and fellow thinkers were Hork-
helmer, Adorno, Mannheim, Beich,
Walter Benjamin and Mavaise.

I vividly remember the thought-
provoking experience of reading
Fromm for the first time. It was
when | was a prisoner. lronically
enough, the particular title was
“Escape From Freedom."

Erich Fromm was born in 1900
in Frankfurt to a lewish family.
First he studied sociclogy and
psychology at the Universities of
Heidelberg, Frankfurt and Munich.
He was trained as a psycheanalyst
too.  His joining with the Frank-
furt Institute of Soclology, in
the 1920's, really marked the
beginning of his brilliant career
a5 an original thinker and social
critic. Fromm started as an admi-
rer of Freudian Psychology, But
exhibiting his ciritcal and Indepen-
dent intellect, he abandoned, in
the forties beoth the Frankfurt
institute and Orthodox Freudian-
ism. Since then his was an
endless search for a philosophical
framework for the attainment of
perfections of the human being.

Framm's attempt to synthesize
the Freudian psychoanalysis with
Marxian materialism makes him
an original thinker. His “Marx’s
Concept of Man" is a clear
evidence of his Immense respect
far Marx's ability as a psycho-
analyst.  In his autobiography —
writcen in 1962, Fromm acknow-
lzedged that he was more Influenced

by Marx —'a figure of world
historical significance” — than
Freud.

In his attempt to synthesize
Marx and Freud, Fromm made
an effort to spell-out the basic

ground rules for a social psycho-
logy. Quite correctly -he was
critical of the notion that psycho-
legy is applied only to the
individual. In this raspect, he
agreed with Wilhelm Reich —
another contemporary  Marxist
psycho-analyst. Fromm believed
that individuals were never enti-
rely from their social situation.
He understond the vwvalidity of
Marxism te formulate a sclentific
approach towards such a new
social psychology. The real task,
he wrote, was to supplement
and enrich the basic Marxist
framework, For Fromm, Marxism
needed  additional psychological
insights.  Psychoanalysis could
provide the missing link between
the ideological  superstructure
and  soclo economic  basis.

Throughout the

development of Fromm, it was
the  influence  of Freud and
Marx. One may trace |t again and
again. It was not for nothing
that  Fromm  himself sub-titled
his  autoblography  written in
962 as =My Encounter  with
Marx and Freud",

The oft recurring theme in
almost all the writings of Fromm
is the necessity to achieve per-
faction of the human being.
Combining  psychosnalysis  with
socioanalysis, he came out with
a severe criticism of the West-
ern industrial society. In  his
waorks such  as  *The Sane
Society™, “May Man Prevail?’
and “The Heart of Man”, he
examines the plight of man in a
Society whose main  function s
to mould and channel human ene-
rgy for the purpose of the conti-
nued functioning of the soclety,
not to  help man  to atcain a
humanistic Culture wich enjoy-
ment  of “freedom’. Emplaying
Marxlan concept of alienation
Fromm, in *“The Sane Society”,
diagnoses, llke a psychopathola-
gist, the very sickness of the

intellectual

capitalist [/ Industrial
also  presents an  optimistic
prescription too. “Man can pro-
tect himself fram the consequences
af his own madness  only by
creating a sane society which
confarms with the needs of man,
needs which are rooted in  the
very conditlons of his existence.”

society and

A dream about an
May be. But what is
is Fromm In  his
uncompromising and  unflinching
Indicement of the contemporary
insane society. and his attempr
to develop an undeveloped area
of Marxist thought — 1. e. psycho-
logy — deserves 2 ecritlcal  and
sarious examination.

Utopia?
imporcant
Couragous,

‘Sinhalisation’ :
(Continued form page 2g)

establishment gradually unfolding
into a new idencity after a period
of several cencuries., Thus cthe
available epigraphical evidence
suggests then not a cransfer of
populations for  Sinhalisztion buc

the growth of the language
associated with insticuctiaons
connected with the temple and

of royslty from a language virtu-

ally indistinguishable from the
Mauryzn Prakrit. In short the
evldence suggests the linguistic

apparatus that was to become
the Sinhala language was Introduced
in association wich Buddhism and
developed over the centurles in
the new cultural milleu, A study
of the language of the records
in the caves in Ceylon, enables
one to conclude that it has by
gradual changes, following natural
phonological laws, given rise to
the Sinhala that |s spoken today.”
(Paranavitana [969 p. 5) Only
after a period of nearly sevan
centuries had it developed to
make a clean break from lcs
Prakrit/Mauryan origins and to
beeome after development in the
new (largely monastic) milieu in
Sri Lanka *Sinhala" a language
distinguishable from Prakrit.

Mext : Cultural Processes.
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WHAT IS LENINISM ?

by J. V. 5.

ome say that Leninlsm is
Sthe application of Marxism
to the conditions that were

peculiar to Russia. This definition
contains a particle of truth but
not the whale truth by any
means. Lenin  Indeed applied
Marxism te Russian conditions
and applied it in a masterly way.
But if Leninism were only the
application of Marxism to the
conditicns that are pecullar to
Russla, it would be purely a Russlan

phenomenon. However, Leninism
is not merely a PRussian, but
an international phepomenon,

rooted in the whole of inter-
national development.

Others say that Leninism s
the revival of the revolutionary
elements of Marxism of the 40's
of the 19th century, as distinct
from the Marxism of subsequent
years when it was allegedly
meoderate and nhonrevelutionary.
Hewever the whele truth about
Leninism is that it net only
‘restored Marxism’ but alse took
a step forward, developing Marx-
ism  further under the new
condltions of capitalism and of
the class struggle. Yvhat were
these new conditions?

Marx and Engels pursued thelr
activicies in the pre—revelutlonary
peried, when developed Imperi-
allsm did not yet exlst; in the
period of the preparation for
revalution; in the period when
proletarian reveclution was net
yet an immediate practical inevi-
tability. But Lenin, the disclple
of Marx and Engels, pursued his
activities in the pericd of deve-
loped imperialism — when the
contradictions of capitzlism had
reached an extreme polnt; in
the peried of the unfolding
preletarian revolution — that is to
say when the old peried of
preparation of the working class
for revolution had ceme up and
passed over to a new period of
direct assault on a capitalism
which had  become  moribund.
This was the peried when the
proletariat had already succeeded
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in ane country, had smashed
bourgesis  democcracy and had
ushered in the era of proletarian
democracy, the era of the Soviets.

This is why Leninism Is the
further development of Marxism.
What then, in the last analysls,
Is Leninism!?

Leninism is the Marxism of
the era of imperialism and
proletarian revolution, To be
more exact, Leninism is the theory
and the tactics of the proletarian
revolution In general and the
theory and tactics of the dictat-
orship of the proletariat in
particular.

Lenin called imperialism ‘mori-

bund capltallsm' because imperi-
alism carries the contradictions
of capitalism to their extreme
limits, beyond which revolution
begins. Of chese contradictlons
Lenin idencified three as the
most  imporeant, The first  of
these js the contradiction bet-
ween labour and capital. The
secand contradiction i5 that

ameng the various financial groups
and imperialist powers in their
struggle for sources of raw mate-
rials, for foreign territory. The
third contradiction is the one
betwean the handful of dominane
powers and the hundreds of
millions of people in the colonial,
and dependent werld, Such in
general are the principzl contra-
dictions of imperlal!sm which had

converted the old ‘flourishing'
capitalism into  moribund capi-
talism.

In his  study of imperialism

Lenin arrived at the law of the
uneven economic (and political)
developmeant of the capitalist
cauntrles according to which che
development of enterprises, bran-
ches of industry and Individual
countries itself does not proceed
evenly accerding te an  esta-
blished sequepnce, but spasmodi-
cally, with interruptions in the
development of some countries
and leaps ahead in the develo-

i, o o, i o i i

. !

The rroth anniversary )

af Lenin’s birth fell on E
April 22 §

pment of others. This was

the foundation for the Leninist
theory of proletarian revolu-
tion, and it was precisely this
that Trotsky failed to comprehend.

chief
of imperialism

Lenin Idencified the five
economic features
as follows:

(1) The concentration of prod-
uction and capital has developad
to such a high stage that it has
created monopeolies which play a
decisive rele in  economic life.

(2) The merging of bank
capital with industrial capital and

the creation on this basis of
finance  capital, of a financial
oligarchy.

(3) The export of capital as
distinguished from the export of
commaodities acquired exceptional
Importance,

(4) The formation of internati-
onal monepolist capitalist  combi-
nes which share the world among
themselves.

(5) The territorial division of
the whole world among  the
biggest capitalist powers is com-
plete and the struggle for its
redivision commences.

In  his theory of proletarian
revolution, Lenin effected a deci-
sive rupture from the dominant
revisionistic theses of the second
Internationzl, The first such doegma
was that the proletariat  cannot
and should  not selze power
unless it constituted an  arithme-
tical majority In the country.
The second such chesis was chat
without a large numbzr of cadres
who were cultured’ and  trained
in administration for a long period
under capitalist conditicons, the
proletariat could not retain state
power.



Counterposed ro  these theses
Lenin asserted that if the prole-
tarlat succeeded in rallying round
itself the mass of the oppressed
populace, especially the peasantry,
then, even if itself comprised
only a minority of the popul-
ation it should and could seize
state power. Furthermore, the
conditions of raising the cultural
level of the masses and tralning
the necessary administrative cadres
could be ensured after the seizure
of power by the proletariat.

Lenin also rejected the thesis
that the working class could gain
socialist  consclousness  through
their day to day trade unionist
struggles  for  partlal  econemie
demands. He sald chat such a

struggle could only resule in an
‘ecanomistic  consciousness’ and
argued that socialist consciousness
could be brought te the prole-
tariat only from without, by a
vanguard party composed of
intellectuals and advanced workers

who were full time professi-
onal revolutionaries This was
the cornerstone of the Leninist
conception of the vanguard pro-
letarian revolutionary party.

Leninism further rejected the
theory of permanent revelution
which assertad the Impassibility

of the building up of soclalism
in a single country.
In addition te his theory of

proletarian socialist revolution in
the capitalist countries,
basing himself on
Engel’s writings particularly an
the Irish Question, articulated
the theory of colonial revol-
ution which would radically
sap the position of world
capitalismm by converting the
colonies from ‘reserves’ of impe-
into  ‘reserves' of the
preletarian revolution., The main
features of this theory s that
the «colenlal revelution  would
commence as a democratic revo-

Lenin,
Marx's and

rialism
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the worker-peasant

lution which has national |iberation
as its objective and  agrarian
revolution as lts maln axis.  This
revolution, under the [eadership
of the proletariat and  having
alllance  as
its  basis, would move uninte-
rruptedly from the demaocratic
to the soclalist stage. Leninism
thus ushered In a new era —— one
of liberating revelutions In the
colonies which are being carried
out under the leadership of an
awakened proletariat,

Leninism  therefare, resolved
the fundamental problems not
only of the socialist revolution

and proletarfan dictatorship in
the imperialist 'centres’, but also
of revolutions at the ‘periphery*
of imperialism,

In this sense, Leninism Is
indeed (in the words of his
worthy successor at the helm of

the Soviet party and state) ‘‘the
Marxlsm of the era of imperialism
and proletarfan revolution."
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LENIN : a short political biography

by G. B. Keerawella

he founder of the first socla-

list state in the world, Viadimir
llyich Ulyanov (Lenin) was born
to a middle class family on April
22nd |B70 in Simbrisk onche Yolga,
His father, llya Nikolayeuich, served
first as school Inspector and later
as Director of Elementary Schoels
in the Simbrisk Gubernifa, He
was the typical representative of
the cultured, progressive Russian,
who devoted himself entlrely to
the cause of popular education.
Lenin's mother, Maria Alexandrovna
Blanlk, was the daughter of a physi-
clan, She was a woman of out-
standing  ability, well-educated,
highly cultured, had fine intellect,
and was distinguished for her
strengch of will and firmness of
character. Lenin had two brothers:
Alexander, Dimitri  and  three
sisters: Anna, Maria and Olga,

Lenin spent his childhood and
youth on the Volga, in Simbirsk,
Kazan and Samara. These were
typical peasant regions which
afforded him opportunities of ob-
serving peasant life: its poverty
and ignorance, inhuman slavery
and  brutal  expleitation. The
period of Lenin's school days
and youth was one of the darkest
periods of Russian history. Lenin
himself referred to this repressive
reign of the Tzar Alexander [l
when Tsarism triumphed after
erushing the revolutionary maova-
ment of the 1870's, as “unbridled,
incredibly senseless and brutal
reactian,"”

Young Lenin was greatly influen-
ced by his elder brother, Alexander,
Alexander was a sericus, thought-
ful lad, very seli-disciplined and
imbued with a high sense of duty,
He studied at St. Petersburg Uni-
versity and spent his summer
vacacions at home, During the
vacations of [885 and 1886 he
brought home with him a copy
of Marx's 'Capital’, which Lenin
began to read.

The year |887 marked the
turning peint in Lenin’s life when
the family were In Kazan, In that
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year he irrevocably took the path
of revelution. On March I, Lenin's
elder brother was arrested for
complicity in the plot against the
life of Tsar Alexander Il and was
executed on May 8, 1837, Lenin's
eldest sister, who was also a
student in  St.  Petersburg, was
arrested at the same time. The
death of his brother was an |mpor-
tant factor making Lenin decide
ta take the path of revolution.
But much as he admired his bro-
ther's heroism ha, already at that
time, considered chat individual
terrorist methods of fighting Tsa-
rism were miscaken and thac the
goal could net be reached that
way.

Lenin scon established contact
with revelutionaries and joined a
students’ eircle. At the end of
Mavember [B87, disorder broke
out in the Moscow University and
quickly spread to the Universities
in the provinces, On December
4, |B87 disorders broke out at
the Kazan University. Lenin took
a very active part in it, and that
very night, he was arrested. On
Cecember 5, |BE7, Lenin was ex-
pelled from the University and
two days later was deported to
the village of Kokustine, in the
Kazan Guberuiza, and placed under
secret police  surveillance.  Thus,
Lenin received his revolutionary
bapeism in his first conflict with
tsarlsm at the age of seventeen.
From that time onwards he devo-
ted his whole life to struggle
against autecracy and capitalism,
to the struggle for the emanci-
pation of the werking pecple frem
oppressian and exploitation,

Early in October, 1836 Lenin
received permission te return Lo
Kazan, but he was refused re-

admission ta the Llnlvurs'ltyi In
Kazan, he made the acquaintance
ef members of different illegal
revolutionary circles in which the
works of Marx and alse Plekhanov's
polemical writings against the Nare-
dniks were read and discussed.
Lenin joined one of the Marxist

(Assistant Leciyrer in History, Peradeniva Universiiy)

circles organised In  Kazan by
M. E. Fedaosayev.

In those days the Marxist
movement faced grear  difficulties

as Marodnism still exercised enar-
mous influence over the revolutio-
nary—minded intelligentsia, and
was the main obstacle to the
spread of Marxism, There  were
very few adherents of the tenets
of Marxism in Russia at chat time.

On May, |1B32, Lenin went to
live in the Samara Gubernia with
his family. At the time of {Lenin's
arrival in Samara there were seve-
ral circles of revolutionary minded
youth in that city. One of the
most prominent of these was that
conducted by A, P. Sklyarenka.
This circle studied historical, eco-
nomic and philosophical questicns,
and also the peasant question,
In general, it followed the Maro-
dnik trend. Influenced by Lenin,
members of the circle abandened
Marodnik views and bacame Marxist.

While in Samara, Lenin continued
to study the works of Marx and
Engels. Lenin himself translated
the “Communist Manifeste' into
Russian. This translation was read
in  manuscript  In the Samara
circl=s.

In the avtumn in 1882 Lenin
applied for permission to take his
examinations for the Law Degree
and in the spring of |90 he was
permited to take his examinatian
at 5t, Petersburg University. In
lanuary 892 Lenin was admitted
to the bar, and in March he began
to act as a barriscer at the Samara

Circult  Court. His cliznts were
malnly poor peasancs, His  first
clients were prosecuted on  the

charge of having used blasphemaous
language against God, the Holy
Virgin, the Holy Trinity, His Ma-
jasty, the Emperor, and his heir,
by saying chat His Majesty was
not rulling justly!

in Samara for over
four years. Around Lenin  was
formed the first Circle of Samara
Marxists. His  studies of Russian

Lenin lived



econamics and history and the
papers he read in the circlas in
Samara.  In Auguse 1893 Lenin

left Samara and arrived at St. Peters-
burg, the political hub of Russia.

Ar the tlme Lenin  arrived
several revolutionary youth circles
were functioning in St. Petersburg,
Lenin established contact with one
of them. This was a2 remnant of
the social democratic organization
led by Brusnev. Itwasa secluded
group of Marxists who had contacts
anly with individual advanced war-
kers, divorced from the political
life of the country. Lenin set out
to turn cthe Sc, Petersburg group
of sacial democrats to the path
of practical palitical actlvity among
the masses. A determining factar
in this was his paper on “The
so—called question of Markets",
criticising Krassin, a member of
the 5t. Petersburg group of Social
Democrats. In this paper Lenin
gave his celebrated outline of the
causes and course of the deve-
lopment of capitalism. He traced
the histerical process of disinte-
gration of simple commedity pre-
duction, and its evolution inte
capitalist production.

In January 1894, Lenin visited
hiz relatives in Maoscow, where he
stayed for two or three weeks.
At cthat time a medical congrass
was In progress there at which
many representatives of the Liberal
and Radical intellegentsia were
present. The Marodniks took chis
opportunity to arrange a secret
gathering, at which the then well
tnown Liberal Marodnik author
Vorantsov  delivered a  lecture.
Lenin, who by chance happened
to be present at chis gathering,
took part In the debate and sub-
jected the lecture to such withering
criticism that it became evident
to all present that the better of
the debate had been gained by
the young Marxist,

During the spring and summer
of |B94 Lenin wrote his celebrated
ook “What the ‘Friends of the
ceople’ are How They Fight the

Social Democrats.” In this book
Lenin tore the mask from  the
Litersl Marodniks and exposed

their true colours. MHe praved that
the degeneration of MNarodnism
wzs inevicable and true nature of

the Liberal Marodniks as the
champlon of the interests of the
laks. But this work was something
more than a critique of Narodnism.
It was the manifesto of the nascent
revolutionary Marxlst  party  in
Russia. With amazing precision he
traced the historical course of
development of the working-class
of Russia and formulated the maln
tasks of the Russian marxits.

While combating Maradnism,
Lenin attacked the temporary “‘fe-
low travellers” wheo had attached
themselves to Marxism, the so-
called ‘Legal Marxiscs’, who were,
in fact, bourgeois Liberals, He
launched his campaign against
“Legal Marxism™ by attacking its
feremost exponent, Peter Struve,
who had propesed that the Russlan
Marxists should admit that they
“lack culture and got to learn from
capitalism." In the autumn of
[B?4, at a private gathering of 5.
Parersburg Marxists at which re-
presentatives of 'Legal Marxists'
were present he read a paper
entitled “"The Reflection of Marxism
In Bourgeais Literature™ in which
he strongly and emphatically de-
nounced Struve's views and exposed
the Libaral Bourgeoisie nature of
the ‘Legal Marxisc.’

At that time, haoweaver, Lenin
deamed it possible to form a
temporary ‘bloc”  with the ‘Legal
Marxists', with a view to utilizing
them in a fight against the Maro-
dntks. This bloc strikingly revea-
led the main feature of ths line
Lenin pursued in all his subsequant
political  blocs and  agreements,
viz. insistence that the proletariat
should maintain complete ldealogl-
cal, political and organizational
independence and enjoy complete
freedom to criticize its temporary
and unreliable zllies. As a result
of this agresmz=nt a volums of
essays appearad in [B95 entitled
‘Materials for a characterization
of our economlc Davelopmant',
containing contributians by Lenin,
Plelkhanov, Struve and others.

In the winter of 1894, Lenin
made the acquaintance of MNadezda
Konstantinovea Krupsgaya, a tea-
cher at a sunday night shas| for
adults In cthe Nﬂvskaya Lastava
diserict. From that tima anwards,
M. K. Krupskaya became Lenin's

life-lang companion and comrads
in revalutionary activities.

In February 1B%5, unrest broke
cut among the workers employed
at the Mew Port. Under Lenin's
guldance, the St. Petersburg Social-
Democrats issued a lzafler bearing
the heading ‘“‘what the Daock
Warkers should Try to Ateain®
and containing a list of the demands.
The leafler had a profound effact
upon  the workers, The porc
authorities were compelled to yield.
As a result of it, the prestige and
influence of tha Social Democrats
grew immensely,

At the same time Lenin vigo-
rously attacked those wha tried
ta confine agitation exlusivaly to
ecanomic  quastions, who wantad
to restrict the warker's struggle
solely to economic stuggles against
the employers. Lenin was obligad
to take up the fizht against the
first symptoms of ‘economism’ as
early as the begining of [B95, at
a conference held in 5c. Pacersburg
of representatives of che Sacial
democrat groups in 5t. Pacersburg,
Mascow, Kiev and Vilna at which
the quescion of Inltiating works of
agitation on a wide scale and of
establishing close contazt wich the
‘Emancipation of Labsur' Group,
ware discussed. Ac this confarence
two lines becams revealed — revao-
lutionary and opportunise, As a
result, no agreement could bz rea-
ched on the guestion of chaasing
a delegate to establish contact
with the Emancipacion of Labour
Group in Switzerland, Conseguent-
ly, two persons ware sent. The
5t. Petersburg Secial-Damocrats
chose Lenin as their delegate,

On April 25, 18%5 Lenin lefc
for Switzerland, and thsre, for
the first time, he mat Plekhanov.
He reached an understanding with
Plekhanov and other mambers of
the E.L.G. regarding the coanduct
of jaint activity, aad discussad
with them a numbar of questions
af principle cancarning palicy and
arganization. During the negotia-
tions it was revealed that dis-
agreements existed batwean Lenin
and Plekhanov on certain quastions
of principle.  After reading Lenin's
eisays on oriticism of Scruve, Plek-
hanove, expressed opposition tao
Lenin's tactics towards Liberals,

(Contineed on page 57)
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The curtain comes down on
Sinhala literature

by H. A. Seneviratne
Srl Lanka today faces a grave

eultural erisis which is in no
way second  te s economic
crisis. The net result of this

double erisis is a deepening social
crisls which will affect the life
of all Sri Lankans in the pro-
foundest way.

The best way to understand
this problem would be to analyse

the literary scene of the last
decade, since literature to a
great extent sets the tempe for
the other arts.

As the new decade dawned,
what remained in the field of

literature was only the debris of
pseudo-literary  revivals of the
previous one-and-a half decades.
The shameless degradation of not

only literature but of human
values as well was revealed by
the exposure of the fact that
the selections for the state

awards for the best licerary works
in 1979 were made in a manner
sa unbecoming. 5o much so that
the prize for poetry was awarded

to a writer whose book was
originally published in [946 and
reprinted with amendments in
976! When this matter was

sxposed by a new Sinhala weekly
(‘Sathdina') the literary world was
not even shocked., Things were
not expected to be any better,

The mainstream mass meadia,
controlled  whether by the state
or by vested interests, are com-
sletely hostile to any form of
zenuine and free discussien even
in the field of literature. This
has resulted in a literature that
s most servile and appertunistic,
What is worse s that this type
of literature i5 bLuttressed by a
similar kind of literary criticism.
Meedless to say these trends are

sntagonistic to artistic develop-
ment.
In additien ta these factors

the prevaillng commerciallsm

is most uncongenial
of creativity.  Creative writers
are among the worst exploited
sections of Srl Lankan society. A
writer receives, after sale, a
meagre |0 per cent of the price
of his book from the publisher.
There is no checl on the number

to any form

of copies of a book that is
printed by the publisher. The
writer has to accept “‘the word

of honour' of cthe publisher about

the number of coples of the
book printed as  well as the
nember sold.  What really hap-

pens is that a writer of a hook
receives far less than the monchly
wage of a casual unskilled worker,
whose monthly wage is about
Rs. 250 or less! Therefore, in
order to make money to live.
the writer in  Sri Lanka has to
seek employment as a  full-time
clerle,  journalist,  teacher or
university lecturar. In 5ri Lanka
these are jobs In the lower
rungs of the decadant establish-
ment and the writer laoses his
independence, and free-time,

Writers with independence find
it extremely difficult today to
bear the wvery high cost of prin-
ting to publish their own works.
Even if they manage to do sa,
(invariably by getting into debt,)
they are blocked at the distri-
bution point, among other things,
by the demand of a 40 per cent

cut by the publishers who are
in most cases distributors and
and hook-sellers as well.

The stage s set far cthe

curtain to fall on the tragi-comic
drama of Sinhala literature,

The so-called literary revival of
the lace 50s and the &0s had
within it the germs of the pre-

sent crisis. It was around the
literary school known as the
‘Paradeniya school of literature’,
which based Its aesthetic In the
scholastic  hot-house  that  this
so-called revival took place.

The “Peradeniya school™ had no

real roots in the social life of
people. The higher the education
received the more up-rooted a

person became,

The writers of the “Peradaniya
scheel”  could not grasp the
essential link  between life as
enacted In a  parcicelar  social
context and the universal drama
of life, What they showed was
at best a superficial infiuence of
world literature drawn from tha
works of writers  like D. H.
Lawence, Andre Gide and Anton
Chekhov.

Had the  writers of che
“Peradeniya School” aspired to
produce creative works about

their own pathetic alienation they
would have perhaps producad
genuine works of art.  But they
did not possess the bread outlook
—again due to the type of educa-
tion they received —to understand
their own problem.

The early writers of che
“Peradeniya school' had received
a colonial type of narrow academic
education in the English medium
of instrustion. -This was enough
for them to become alienatad
frem the rest of society. This
made them mzn of limited ex-
perience with no proper insight
evan to see through that limiced
experience

They instinctively  addressed an

audience similar to cthemselves,
It locked as if they addressed
this audience in Sinhala-the only
link they could establish with
the majority of  the people
simply  because that audience
was  beginning to receive jts

higher education in that language.
By 1960, Sinhala, through gradual
extension by governmeant, under
pressure from the majority, had

becoma the medium of Instruc-
tion for the majarity of high-
school and  university students.

35



The socio-ecenemic and cultural
problems of the Sinhala educated
high school students and under—
graduates were quite different
from those of their English educa-
ted predecessors, Problems such
as unemployment and social Insec-
urity loomed large in the mind of
this Sinhala-educated intelligantsia,

Mevertheless, the works of the
writers of the “Peradeniya school’
had a ready market among this
intelligentsia.  These writers were
gecting their works prescribed
as text—books or supplementary
readers  for high-school  and
university examinations, Univer-
sitcy dons  who were at the
forefront  of the “Peradeniya
school” in turn extolled In their
reviews these works as classics.

This artificially ereated literary
boom had to collapse, Its bar-
renness  was  getting  exposed,
The moment the government, in
a futile, haphazard and desperate
attempt to alleviate youth pro-
blems effected a superficial change
in the type of educatien, frem
an “academic” to a "veeational"
one, the “Peradenlya school” lost
its arcificially created readership.
Students switched to subjects like
commerce under the new curriculum
and gave up reading literature!

The early 70's marked the
natural demise of the "Peradzniva
schoal, lts place was taken by
anather “school'* that took caver
under the banner of “sacialist
realism'’. This  “schaol" came
out vehemently against whao it

called the idealistic literature of
its predecessors. This was a time
when in politics toa  “sacialism"
became =2 cacchword of the
opportunist. The advocates of
the so—called schoal of socialist
realism were to get away with
their Infancile “'theories of art",
though for a short time. The
main reason for this was the
inherent weakness of the ‘‘Pera-
deniya school.

Earlier, the “Peradeniya school™
had become a tool of the esta-
blishment by getting their works
approved  as text-books and
supplementary readers. The “'scheol
of socialist realism'' went further.
s advocates took positions of

influence within the bureaucracy
of the Department aof Cultural
Affairs  and  became  culoural

policemen. Their warthless works,
acclalmed  as masterpieces by
themselves and the servile cricics,

were bought up b}r the esta-
blishment and distribuced to
libraries.

Some of these gentlemen have
now shown a rare ability to
change their pelitical complexion
with the political change from
“‘socialism’  te righteousness™,
Though they win awards Inthis man-
ner, their Integrity and stature as
artists are at stalke. What is worse
for them s that it locks as if oppor-
tunism has come to its dead end,

The new, or rather cthe *'‘re-
formed" clique of licerary opportu-
nists have not been able to found
a new ‘school" or a literary
“theory" of any kind. But they
are there, to be sure.

As things stand In the field of
literature today, there has to be
a new beginning. In  the new
decade the handful of gepuine
writers who withstoed the pull
towards literary oppertunism and
suffered  materially will be able
to play an important rele, along
with the unspeoilt writers of the
new generation.  In its wake there
will be born a real literary tradi-
tion pointing the way towards a
revival of the arts and towards
the removal of the intellectual,
social, econemic and organlsational
impediments placed before the
artist, Then, as the curtain rises
again, it will be a new drama with
real actors of stature on the stage.

Address;
60, Rodney Street,
Colombo 8.

CEYLON BULBS & ELECTRICALS LTD.,

MANUFACTURERS OF SUPERGLOW, JAYANTHI

AND

DAYLIGHT ELECTRIC BULBS

Telephone: 95567, 96751

Cables: ‘Lamplight’
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TAMIL DRAMA

by K. S. Slvakumaran

After a disheartening start of
farces and comedies in the
Fifties and historical romances
and semi-classical themes in the
Sixties and socially-conscious
commited plays in the Seventles,
Tamil drama In the country,
particularly in Colombo, continues
to show some strength. Cultivating
a taste for good cheatre among

the Tamil audiences, is In the
process.

The beginning of this decade
has seemingly opened the wistas

as It were, for theatregoers of
the Tamil speaking communiclies,
judging by the translatiens or
adaptations of fareign plays Inte
Tamil and perfarming them on
the stage. Mot that this exercise
was absent earlier but che rapidity
with which these translated plays
go on boards with a vengence
is strikingly phenomenal,

In the seventies social relevance
was the criterion; whether to
present a fareign play or not.
Mow it Is a question of extending
the frontiers to accomodate even
psychelogical themes, These tran-

slations or adaptations serve a
useful function in the current
social  and  political  climate o

throwin the Eurcpean or American
experience to Tamil theatregoers
who may not have read the originals

either in English or any other
language. Before they reject any
as irrelevent  they should be

giveh an opportunity to see what

these plays are and not pontifi-
cated by parachially interssted
dogmatists, Besides translations
or rather the act of translating

also helps potential dramatists to
learn the craft of playwriting
and directing modern plays, It
must be admitted cthat unlike
fictlon, poetry and criticism, plays
are inadequately producad by
local Tamil writers.

At this point | must mention
that among the various drama
groups funetloning in  Colambo

and laffna there seems to be an
unhealthy feeling of animaosity

towards each other taking the
better of them, which is noet a
good sign. This s not wise,
particularly when what s ta be
gained by translations far autweigh
what one may consider adverse
affects.

The Performing Arts Society of
Sri Lanka, which has been consi-
stantly performing  in recent
times the rele of a culeural
ambassader In  Introducing  the
best from the west, s naturaily
at the receiving end.

Thanks to |[Mirmala Mithiyanan-
than  wheo Is  knowledgeable
(translating and performing) and
K. Balendra (acting and directing),
this group is becoming Immen-
sely  popular; but  rival groups
who are competent in their own
way have forgotten that cthey too
graduated from translating foraign

plays first. Established in Decem-
ber [978. this enthusiastic and
abundantly  talented group of

Balendra, Nirmala Nithlyananthan
and Anandaranl  Rajaracnam  has
sa far produced ten plays and
performed forty times, in Colombo

Kandy, Jaffna and Trinco. The
foreign plays Include: The Glass
Menagerie, Exception and the

Rufe, The House of Bernada Alba
and a play by lonesco,

Just a brief note

performance of Garcia Lorea's
play by The Parforming Arts
Soclety of Sri Lanka:

The poetic tragedy of the
House of Bernada Alva took the
name of ORU PALAI YEEDU in
Tamil. It was strikingly similar
at superficial levels to conditions
still prevailing in some orthodox
homes in laffna. Strict discipline
aver un-married daughters and

on the last

their waiting-in for mariage on
account of lack of dowry and for
other status considerations  are

all still prevalent in Jaffna coday.

Except for Mirmala and Anand-

arani, the other women playars
were all new to the Colombo
stage.

While the decor, costume,
lighting and even music were
apt choices the intonation in
rendering the poetic lines of
Lorca by most new accresses,
however remained monotonous.
This could have been ractified

had the players been playing in
an unaffected way. The pace of
the play was underscandably slow
as It was set Iin the ezrly part of
this century in a remeote village
in Spain, where women lived In
an un-assertive armosphere,

A word about the translatien
itself. While admicting that |t
is extremely difficuit to  render
in one language the postic essence
of another, one can try best to
make the style flexible, Mirmala
Mithiyananthan as far as possible
tried to  equate the Spanish
Idiom wia English in the approp-
rlate laffna idlom, but some how
In most places it did not fic In
as easily as one would imagine
it in an eriginal play. But the
effort was encouraging.

Lenin : a short...
(Comtinped from page 59)

remarking "'you turn your backs
an the Liberals, we turn our faces
towards them”. Plekhanov unders
raced the role and Importance
of peasantry as the ally of the
prolecariac, and regardad the Libera|
bourgeoisie as the driving force
of the impending bourgeoisie-
democratic revelution in  Russia.
Disagreement in theory was also
revealed on the number of ques-
tiens pertaining te historical ma-
teriallsm,

Engels died in August [895,
towards the end of Lenin's stay ab-
road. Lenin wrote an obituary notice
entitled “Frederick Engzls", which
was published in the magazine
Rabotnil, issue No. [-2. This
short article Is the best of what
exists In International literature
an tha life and activities of the
compznjon of Marx — Frederick
Engels.

(To be concluded)
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Pushikin and the tree

of power

b-;,r Reggie Siriwardena

ushkin's poem The Upas Tree,

which | have translated here,
was written by him in 1818, in ens
of the darkest periods of reacticn
in Tsarist Russia, following the
crushing of the Decembrist revolt
of |B25, in which aristocratic
radicals in the army attempted to
overthrow the despotic regime.
Pushkin was a friend of several of
the Decembrists, and his early
poems, in which he attacked
tyranny and serfdom, and for
which he was exiled to the South
of Russia by Tsar Aleksandr |, are
believed to have played a part in
propagating the Decembrists’ ideals
of freedom. Pushkin is reported
to have told Tsar Nikolai | later
that if he had been in St, Petersburg
on the day of the uprising, he
would have taken his place with
his friends,

In The Upas Tree Pushkin has
found a poetlc symbol for an
authoritarian seciety that was not
anly immediately relevant to Tsarist
Russia but transcends particularities
of time and place and carries a
profound resanance even today.
In its spare and austere strength,
which comes from the stripping
of the poetry to bare essentials,
The Upas Tree reminds one of
the greatest poems of Blake, And
like many of Blake's The Upas
Tree is about the inhumanity of
power. Tothe prince the slave s
only an instrument to be used, as
much 25 the arrows with which he
visits death on neighbouring lands.
That Is why the upas tree is the
terrifying symbel of anti-human
power: prince and upas tree are in
the end lidantified.

Like all great artists, Pushkin
sees political power in terms of
the relationships between human
beings In the prince’s imperious
glance, in the slave dying humbly
on a mat at the lord’s feet, s
focussed the whole quality of life
of a society whose relationships

3B

THE UPAS TREE

In a desert parched and barren,
Rare for human ¢ye to see,
Like a Ffearful sentinel

Stands a single upas tree.

Thirsting nature pave it birth
On a day of wrath, and fed
Roots and bowshs with poisonous life,
Ouickening its folisge dead.

Through the bark the poison oozes,
Melting in the noenday sun,
Hardening in the evening chill

To & thick transparent gum.

Mever fiics a bird towards it,
Mever tiger wanders there;

Only black whirlwinds sweep past,
Touching, tuen to deadly aic.

Straying rain-clouds water it;
From the thick leaves trickle down
Streams of poiscned water-drops
To the sun-scorched desert brown.

With imperious glance one man
Sent another to the tree;

He set put, and the pext dawn
Poison brought, obediently.

Teadly resin and dry leaves

Low belfore the prince he set;
From his whitened brow there streamed
Rivolets of icy sweal,

His steenpth ebbing. on a mal
Under the tent’s roof he lay;
At the invincible lord's feet
Humbly passed the slave away,

In that poison the prince steeped

Docile arrows for his bands,

Death and terror ceasclessly

Spread throughout the neighbouriog
larnds,

' LITERATURE

sre based on absclute power, on
domination and submission. Like
Blake whe spoke of ‘the mind-
forged manacles’, Pushkin  sees
the  character-structures of a
repressive society to be based on
the Internalisation of oppression:
the inhuman power of the prince
finds its reflection in the total
submission of the slave, as docile
as the prince's arrows.

In  measuring one language
against another, the translator
often comes face to face with the
inherent differences between them.
Stanza 6 ofthe poem begins in the
ariginal Russian: Mo chelaveka
chelovek poslal (literally, ‘'But
man sent man']. In the Russian
man and man are set side by
side in the sentence, as aobject
and subject — cheloveka chelovek.
Russian grammar makes this pas-
sible because it is an inflected
language, and can therefore make
use of a flexible and yvariable ward
~arder. Man-subject  and  man
-object, both the natural equalicy
of the two men as human beings
and the denial of that equality
in the relationship of power—all
this Is summed up in the
juxtaposition of those two Russian
waords  with an  economy and
concentrated force that English
can't parallel,

The French  writer Prosper
Merimee, in writing on Pushkin
a century ago, commented thac
only Latin and Russian  <ould
achieve the concise syntax of
these lines in The Upas Tree,
and he actually translated them
into Latin to prove his point,
Of a great poet it ezn be said
that he brings to realisation the
expressive rescurces latent in his
native language. That is what
Pushkin, who virtually created the
Russian literary language, does in
his poetry.
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Playing The Game

e British attack on the Somme

during the First World War
{luly 1, 1916) has gone down in
history as one of the great
military disasters caused by the
incompetence of the high command
(casualties: 60,000 ocut of 100,000
on the first day). But the catastro-
phic opening of the battle was
alse marked by an extraordinary
incident which casts an illuminating
light on the values of the British
upper class.

During his last leave in England
before the battle, Captain W. P.
Mevill, a company commander In
the Bth East Surreys, had bought
four footballs. He offered one
football to each of the platoons in
his company, and promised a prize
to the platoon which, on the day of
the attack, first kicked its football
up to the German front line. I
quote, from Paul Fussell's superb
study, The Great Warand Madern
Memory, an eye-witness account
of what happened at zero-hour:

‘As the gunfire died away | saw
an infantryman climb onte the
parapet into Mo Man's Land, beckon-
ing others to follow, As he did
sa he kicked off a foorball. A
good kick. The ball rese and
travelled well towards the German
line. That secmed to be the
signal to advance.’

Professor Fussell adds: ‘Captain
Mevill was killed instantly. Two
of the footballs are preserved today
in English museums.’

VWhat lay behind this astonishing
episode was, of course, the English
public-school sporting ethic, Incarn-
ated by Henry Newbolt In his
equation of war and cricket in
Vitai Lampada, with its refrain,
‘Play up, play up, and play the

game!" Captain MNevill's feat, in
fact, received a tribute frem an
anonymous  versifier quoted by

professor Fussell:

“True to the land that bore them,

The SURREYS play

| recommend to any reader inter-
sted in the histery, the mythology
and the literary expression of the
First World War Paul Fussell's

the game.’
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Touchstene
baok, a brilliant fusion cf sociology

and literary criticism. Professor
Fussell, who teaches at Rutgers Uni-
versity, passed through Colombo
a few years ago and gave a lecture
and a radio interview here

The Queen’s English

Hearing the other day of an SLBC
announcer who Insisted that the
only correct pronunciation of
mature was ‘matycor’ —a pronunci-
ation very rare ameng even educa-
ted Sri Lankan speakers of English
— | was reminded of an Incident
in which | was involved many years
ago in one of the studios of the
SLBC.

There were three of us rehears-
ing a programme In the company
of a producer, and he disagreed
with one of the artistes about
the pronunciation of a word. Since
they couldn't agree, the producer
sent to the library for a copy of
Daniel Jenes's English Pronounc-
ing Dictionary, When the book
arrived, | asked, ‘But why look up
Danlel lones? How's that going to
help?' Astanished, the producer
sald, 'Bur surely Daniel Jones Is
the authority on English pronun-

ciation,' ‘Have you read Daniel
Jones's introduction?” | asked him.
He hadn't. | then read to him

these paragraphs from the introduc-
tion:

‘The object of the present dic-
tionary is to record...the pronun-
ciation used by a considerable num-
ber of typical Southern English
people In erdinary conversation..
{(My emphasls.)

| wish also to state that | have
ne intention of becoming eithera
reformer of pronunciation or a
judge who decldes what prenun-
clations are ‘good' and what are
‘bad’. My aim is to observe and
record accurately, and | do not
believe in the feasibility of imposing
one particular form of pronunciation
on the English-speaking world. |
take the wview that people should
be allowed tospeak as they like.
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Led.




Sole Discribaties

CEYLON THEATRES LTD

B, S Chitrampalam & Cardimer Mawatha, Colomba 2,
elephone 31243




Air Lanka

LOW SEI'VES

thirteen

Air Lanka’s network now covers London, Paris, Frankfurt, Zunch
Bahrain, Dubai, the Maldives, Karachi, Bombay, Madras, Trivandrum,
Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur and Singapore. A total of 13 countries and

no less than 50 flights weekly between Sri Lanka and the world.
And wherever you fly with us, you'll be served in the warm and
gentle style you'd expect from the airline of the country that %

travellers throughout history have thought of as Paradise.
Call your Travel Agent or Air Lanka. AIRLANKA
A taste of Paradise
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