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The CIA has concluded ina secret
assessment that Russia intervened in
the 2016 electionto help Donald Trump
win the presidency, rather than just to
undermine confidence in the U.S.
electoral system, according to officials
briefed on the matter.

Intelligence agencies have identified
individuals with connections to the
Russian government who provided
Wikileaks with thousands of hacked
emails from the Democratic National
Committeeand others, including Hillary
Clinton’s campaign chairman, according
to 1J.S. officials. Those officials
described the individuals as actors
known to the intelligence community
and part of a wider Russian operation
to boost Trump and hurt Clinton’s
chances.

“Ttisthe assessment of the intelligence
community that Russia’s goal here
was to favor one candidate over the
other, to help Trump get elected,” said
a senior U.S. official briefed on an
intelligence presentation made to U.S.
senators. “That’s the comsensus view.”

[FBIand CIA give differingaccounts
to lawmakers on Russia’s motives in
2016 hacks]

The Obama administration has been
debating for months how to respond
to the alleged Russian intrusions, with
White House officials concerned about
escalating tensions with Moscow and
being accused of trying to boost
Clinton’s campaign.

InSeptember, during a secret briefing
for congressional leaders, Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) voiced doubts about the veracity
ofthe intelligence, according to officials
present.

The Trump transition team dismissed
the findings in a short statement issued
Friday evening. “These are the same
people that said Saddam Hussein had
weapons of mass destruction. The

ook
*
*
*

* % % 4 %
* %o % % 3
* 3 %%
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election ended a long time ago in one
ofthe biggest Electoral College victories
in history. It’s now time to move on
and ‘Make America Great Again,””
the statement read.

Trump has consistently dismissed
the intelligence community’s findings

about Russian hacking.

“Idon’tbelieve they interfered” in
the election, he told Time magazine
thisweek. The hacking, he said, “‘could
be Russia. And it could be China. And
it could be some guy in his home in
New Jersey."

The CIA shared its latest assessment
with key senators in a closed-door
briefing on Capitol Hill last week, in
which agency officials cited a growing
body of intelligence from multiple
sources. Agency briefers told the
senators it was now “quite clear” that
electing Trump was Russia’s goal,
according to the officials, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity to
discuss intelligence matters.
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