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Over the course of nearly a week
ol evacuations. 25,000 people have
led rebel parts of cast Aleppo CREDIT:
JAWAD AL
AGENCY

S|Qwfésn g efé@Eh @eveomblus
Gummeflaafl_18l nia (&l BamonssT
o@etiGunr (Aleppo) mesnr Fasw
aore) Sflw ueoL ullesi sma Ll
GNenenit Qeauellaups, BDHs
©_L_6NTLINL_NT6W18) &)(HbdloHanes reipu
s 2egCr ariGeonsu (Russia's
ambassadorto Turkey, Andrei Karlov)
Slmssit 19.12.2016 Sysbimy LHIGsMEmeD
Qewwiiulig@hullen b e e m
BIOSEHHEWD @enL_uSleonsst 2 meyss
(per1CesimIeuHHEIEN HSia] SISTTLIMS
s Ens).

RIFAI/JANADOLU
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2_6TenL_d&Ld ClGTL_TLING 6166 BITSET
Cauemer Qawiflemenii. & @
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ST60TN) M6ipUl LINHISAIL| EDDFFT
Qeigdl Capmi@ seéE Hernes
GummynSlepysmen rrresflu giflasn
QanGlenouflsh ClL_sanetn 2_L_ssTrew 62(H
sl NenGLing) @O . (Today,
experts are working on the text of the
Moscow declaration on immediate
steps towards resolving the Syrian
crisis. It is a thorough. extremely
necessary document, Russian Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu said atameeting
with his Iranian counterpart, Hossein
Dehghan.)
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Personnel carry the coflin containing
the body of Russian Ambassador to
Turkey Andrei Karlov, who was shot
dead by an off&duty policeman while
delivering a speech in an Ankara art

gallery Dec. 19, after a memorial
service in Moscow, Dec. 22, 2016.
(photo by REUTERS/Sergei IInitsky)
Cagming Afwnelled oGlwfss
wHmb @GrminSlw eir(pwnHdsaner
Blymsflss), 26nfssneunGson gisbe0g)
oeuiseaflen UmisTenigsennGeon
s P&sLILBID snl_ () (pwHdsst Bg
o Letu@eughaner puwmdlssr
@PhgGunfer.  seubHeT stin)
ol smsSlepenen Hlemevsminserlen
158 QlgebansE Cloaiss (1plg eilevsneo
(attempts to agree on joint efforts
undertaken by the US or their partners
were doomed. None of them exerted
real influence on the situation on the
ground.) stetrmy yplellSHnir.

Sergei Lavrov, the Russian foreign
minister (centre), hosted his Iranian
and Turkish counterparts at an
unprecedented summit in Moscow
CREDIT:NATALIAKOLESNIKOVA
/ AFP

Sergei Lavrov (right) metregularly
with American Secretary of State
John Kerry throughout the year but
US was not invited to the Moscow
talks CREDIT: AFP / FABRICE
COFFRINI

Russia, Iran and
Turkey Meet for Syria
Talks, Excluding U.S.
ByBENHUBBARDandDAV[D
E 'SANGER DEC. 20,2016
BEIRUT, Lebanon& Russm [ran

‘and Turkey met in Moscow on

Tuesday to work toward a political
accord toend Syria's near, ly six&year
war, leaving the United States onthe
sidelines as the countries sought to
drive the conflict in ways that serve
their interests. '

_ Secretary of State John Kcny was
not invited. Nor was the United
Nations consulted.

With pro&government forces
having made critical gains on the
ground, the new alignment and the
absence of any Western powers at
the table all but guarantee that President
Bashar al&Assad will continue to
rule Syria under any resulting
agreement, despite President Obama's
declaration more than five years ago
that Mr. Assad had lost legitimacy
and had to be removed.

Mr. Obama's reluctance to back
that demand with more involvement
asthe war escalated leaves Washington
with little leverage on a geopolitical
crisis as President&elect Donald J.
Trump prepares to take office.

Mr. Trump's only recent statement

on Syria came last week, when he
declared at a Pennsylvania rally that
the situation was so sad and promised,
We're going to help people. He vowed
to extract funds from Persian Gulf
nations to build safe zones in Syria
so people will have a chance, without
addressing the question of who would
enforce those zones o1 the ground or
in the air : '

But* by the ‘ume Mr. Trump is

may bc irrelevant, 1f the evacuation
of Aleppo and poht.lcal negotiations
proceed.

More than a year after launchmg
the air campaign that remade the
battlefield in Mr. Assad's favor, Russia

fto end the conflictor avorable terms
both for Mr. Assad and for Russia's
‘broader interests in the region.

Russia understands that nobody
gives you anything, you just have to
take 1t and in ﬂ‘l,lS’ Qn_m_ent, with

311-, sald-Anerw i Tab_ier,- a fellow
at.the Washington Institute for Near
[East Policy who studies Syria. When
the Turks, the [ranians and the Russians
all agree on a process without the U.S.
being in the room, you realize 1hf:re
is a problem for us.

Russian officials have made little
e their disdain for American

astweek, Forc;grm’hmsterSergey
[avrov said working directly with
Turkey on the evacuation deal was
moreeflicientthan fruitless get&togethers
with the U.S. On Tuesday, Mr. Lavrov
said the International Syria Support
Group, which he and Mr. Kerry led
since 2015, had turned out important
documents, but has been unable to
s due important role in seeing
to it that adopted decisions are
implemented.
The State Department spokesman,
John Kirby, said on Tuesday that Mr.
Kerry had spoken with Mr. Lavrov
and Turkey's foreign minister by
phone, and he expressed skepticism
that the new effort would be successful.
WsSSElen pTbU UL hiseled
SIS 21 FiT6| (G LpLI LIETL_SETHESE:
BImES Sellss SpaTelledbhbel 96
DODIpW@sTe HBLUCLBSs), b
(peo(pwhwnesg) imhaedulled mbs
ks farflammed sl L s
B pg) pmb CummerlastlL Llwibs)
Sliping, 3oL iGLnene el HeSILILISNE,
SiCeoiGLineSl e (phgl e1dligSs Ty
GO butisansr GeusflGuihmsmn @
& Blal uflu Cleunplarwres HL
SUlgSHENBEMIL SieuGTEnTI5E|S olsneturg.
m&ACmb, crenn SHEE Codlw
ungsiy enwsei elsfl Gedls
galeunit. ( Now we are observing a
very successful operation to liberate
eastern Aleppo from fighters. the
evacuation of the families of the
opposition from Aleppo. said Turkish
National Defence Minister Fikri [s1k)
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