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TRENDS

Thondaman stirs . ..

Plantation union boss Sawmya-
miurti Thondaman who is  also
a Cabinet minister has threa-
tened “mon co-operaiion’ with
the govermment if it permits
the private companies which
recently took over esrate Manag-
mienf  to  reduce work days.
My Thondaman  was  reported
to have said that he would not
“tolerate any nonsense which
would affect the interests of
plantation worfers”,

The Ceylon Workers' Con-
gress (CWC) boss delivers a
block vote to the UNP come
election time.  Non-coopera-
tion from him could be more
than somewhat wncomfortable
Sfor the ruling party.

Journalists arrested

Journalists protesting the sea-
ling of a weekly rabloid press
for delay in paying municipal
taxes were arrested by the
Borella  pofice.  They were
released afier the recording of
statements.  The police said
that the protest — picketing on
the sidewallk — was ilfegal.

India for bi-annual
SAARC

India wants the annual S4AARC
summit held only once in two
years, according o the well
informed Indian media commen-
tator Venkat Narayan. Heads
of Government of the seven
nation South Asian Association
for regional Co—operation first

met in  Bangladesh in [985
followed by meetings in India
(1986), Nepal [(1987) and

Pakistan (1988),

Then it ran into trouble. Sri
Lanka refused to play host till
the Indian Peace Keeping Force
guit ity soil.  There was no
swmmit that year (1989). Mal-
dives hosted the regional lea-
ders in 1990. The 1990 sum-
mit. was scheduled to  be held
in Colombo in November but
Bhutan’s King Jigme Syngye
Wangchuk was unable to make
it; and Indian Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao kept away too.
It was however rescheduled for
December, but the three day
pow—wow was frimmed to one.

| sula.

Briefly. . .

LANKA'S HR RECORD
DISCUSSED

They talked about Sri Lan-
ka's human rights record,
when the UN Human Rights
Commission met in Geneva,
A Working Group report ac-

knowleged that the govern-
ment had taken some mea-
sures  to  curtail violations,

The repart covered January
to October 1992,

Government delegates from
Crlombo  were reported to
have detailed to the UNHRC
sessions steps  taken by the
government after the period
covered by the report, Among
these steps was “one relaxing
the severity of Emergency

regulations,

NO-GO ON LAGOON

The LTTE has refused to
negotiate on the issue of a
free passage across the Jaffna

| lagoon for civilians until the

Pooneryn army camp is vaca-
ted, according to the UNHCR
Colombo office chiel Dr Peter
MNicolaus, quoted in the go-
vernment — controlled Daily
MNews,

Civilians now
to the mainland at risk to
their lives. TFood supplies too
are shrinking in the penin-
“If a safe passage is
is opened the situation in
the Jaffna peninsula should
ease’’, Dr Nicolaus said,

Cross over

A REFERENDUM
CALLED FOR

The ethnic conflict could
be resolved if the UNP and
the SLFP recognise the need
for a federal constitution and
allow the people to decide
the issue at a referendum,
This is the wview of constitu-

tional specialist and TULF
politician Dr Neelan Thiru-
chelvam. He was speaking

at a symposium on the ethnic
issue in Colombo.

He said that only a federal
constitution in which there
would be a clear separation
of power between the centre
and the provinces could resolve
the problem,

KOBBEKADUWA
DEATH PROBE SOON

A Commonwealth Commiss-
1on. to probe the circumstances
of the death of General Denzil
Kobbekaduwa and other mili-
tary men in an explosion is
to be appointed in the first
week of March, legal sources
said. The commission was
asked for by the general's
window, when an internatio-
nally recognised explosives
expert’s views conflicted with
those of a preliminary com-
mittee of inquiry,

WILL KEEP HANDS
OFF PRESS — SLFP
A statement issued by SLFP
leader Sirimavo Bandarapaike
promised not to interfere with
the freedom of the press in
future under any circumstances.
(Continued an page 17)
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Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laughter and light banter amongst these
rural damsels who are busy sorting out tobacco
leaf in a bam. i is one of the hurdreds of such

bamns spread out in the mid and upcountry
intermediate zane where the arable land remaing
fallow during the off season,

Here, with careful nurturing, tobacco grows asa
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves turn fo

geld... to the value of over Rs. 250 milion or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural foll

Tobaceo is the industry that brings employment to
the second highest number of people. And these
peaple are the tobacco barn awners, the tobacco
growers and those who work for them, on the land,
and in the barns.

Fur them, the tobacco leaf means meaningful wark,
a comfortable life and a secure future. A good
enciegh reason for laughter.

8 Ceylon Tobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




FAMILY AND
class and

discord

Mervyn de Silva

66 ne might distinpuish a

o nationalist or ethnic
polypartisin, peculiat to countries
divided into several traditional
or racial groups: here racial an-
tagonisms  overlay the social
and pelitical, prodocing extreme
complexity. 25 parties'’ sadly
noted  Andrassy, Minister of
Foreign Affairs in the Austro-
Hungary on the eve of the 1914
war,

Maurice Duverger makes this
observation in his classic study
on ‘Political Parties® when he
discusses *‘polypartism.

Apart from the CWC which
represents the Indian Tamil plan-
tation community geographically
confincd more or less to = the
hill-couniry tea-growing areas
and politically preoccupied for
several decades with the single
issue of citizenship, there are
more than half a dozen Tamil
parties today — from the secess.
tonist LTTE guerrillas to TULF,
T.C., EPRLF, EROS, EPDP,
PLOTE and ENDLF. While the
UNP and SLFP command the
support of the vast majority of
Sinhalese, there are the old Left
parties LSSP, CP and MEP, and

such new formations as the
NSSP, SLMP, DIVPE, BIP ete.
The other major character-

istic of our party system is the
dynastic: two powerful families
— the Senanayakes and the
Bandaranajkes. While father and
son, D.5. and Dudley did
dominate three post-war decades,
with R. G. Senanayake too play-
ing an active role in party
politics, Mr Rukman Senanayake's
party has been eclipsed and then
reduced to a mere appendage of
the parent UNP. But it did,

in its time, earn the not-too
pleasant nickname the Uncle
Nephew Party, a salute once

more to the strength of kinship.
The arrival of Mr. R Premadasa,

caste :

PARTY

the first Prime Minister under the
Presidential  system, and now
President in his own right,
changed all that.

Mot so the Sri Lanka Freedom
party, branded by opponents as

the Sri Lanka Family party,
(SLFP).
Unlike the UNP, the SLFP

has failed to emancipate itself.
Family domination contipues:

In fact the feudal inheritance
has now become a  divisive
factor, causine serious domestic
discord. In a city where there
are no real secrets, the hitter
battle between party leader Mrs,
Bandaranaike and her enly son,
Anura, is threatening to tear
the family apart, and with it,
the party, Mrs, Bandaranaike
regards her daughter Chandrika,
who has socialist ideas, as a
more ideclogically reliable sue.
cesor than Anura, The family
feud is now a frontpage story. In
fact, the battle is waged in the
columns of the national news-
papers and the weeklies.

The only exception to the
general rule governing the be-
haviour of our political forma-
tions is the Sri Lanka WMuslim
Congress which had its annual
sessions  recently. While Dr.
M. C. M. Kaleel has held a post
in the UNP's governing council,
Dr. Baduiddin Mahmud, founder
of Islamic Socialist front, was
a close friend of Mr. SW.R.D.
Bandaranaike and Education
Minister in Mrs. Bandaranaike's
government, Dr. Mahmud who
attended the SLMC sessions was
accommodated in the front
row. More interestingly, the
Iranian Ambassador had a seat
close to President Premadasa
while the Ambassadors of Egypt,
Libya and PLO, and charge
D’affairs of the Iraqi Embassy
were also present too. In this,
the era of identity conflicts,

division and

Islam should be regarded as a
regional and international force
strong enough to mobilise even
the smallest community in a
multi-ethnic society such™ as ours,

Disunity in the United National
Party exploded in the face of
the island's strongest party when
a sizeable group of UNP dissi-
dents—turned conspirators in the
infamous  impeachment  plot
against their leader, President
Premadasa. The failure of the
plot produced the Demancratic
United National Front (DUNF),
Here it was <<class™ rather
family or political beliefs which
inspired the plotters — class in
the broadest sense in a society
where feudal wvalues and caste
allegiances persist. Mr. Prema-
dasa does NOT belong., He is
not a product of elite schools
nor a member of the westernised
upper-class, The seeds of re-
bellion lay there mot in serious
policy differences,

The old, traditional as well
as modern structures, whether
family or political party, can-
not withstand the pressures re-
leased by a society in deep eri-
sis. While the ethnic may be
its most prominent cause, other
conflicts have aggravated the
problem. A persistently divisive
discord is now a striking feature
of society and polities in Sri
Lanka. Nothing illustrates that
better than open warfare in the
family-centred SLFP, where Mrs,
Bandaranaike has already an-

_nounced that the SLFP is once

more the vanguard of a Left-
inclined united front, minus Mr,
Dinesh Gunawardepa's M.E.P,
(The MEP is the largest South-
based party in the ranks of the
Opposition, after the SLFP. The
MEP is also a staunchly Sinhala-
Buddhist organisation, closer in
spirit to the pro-Anura HELA
(Continved on page 17)



MEDIA

1992 : Bad year for the press

V. Jayanth

Tha lanka Guardian described 1992 as “'The

Year of The Press".

For V. Jayanth, Colombo

corraspondent of the respected Madras-based
HINDU, it was a ““bad year of the press'’.
How does a foreign journalist whose profes-
sional base is in Colombo see the media scene.

Excerpts:

The year 1992 seems to have
been ‘a particularly bad year for
the print media and the jour-
nalists in the islupd. AL least
32 instances of attack on or
threat to journalists/media have
been teported by the media or-
ganisations.

The print media in Sri Lanka
assumes importance because the
State—owned ‘Rupavahini’' tele-
vision and the Broadcasting Cor-
poration (SLBC) have been in-
structed to completely keep out
the Opposition news (“‘conspira-
cies”' as the Information Min-
ister prefers to call them). Fur-
ther, the ‘Lake Homse' group of
English, Tamil and Sinhala news-

papers are controlled by the
Government.
That leaves three publishing

houses outside State control and
any number of tableids or peri-
odicals, some of which are puli-
tically oriented too.

The Upali group publishes
The Island and Divaina (Sinhala)
newspapers, the Wijeva publica-
rions bring out The Sunday Times
and Lankadeepa, while the Inde-
pendent Newspapers publish the
Tamil Feerakesari.

Among the tableids, the Gov-
ernment has to reckon with
Ravaya and Yuktiya, which con-
stantly run a campaign against
the Government and ecome up
with many investigative stories,
though not fully authenticated
sometimes.

Things came to a head a fort-
night ago when the revenue and
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tax wings of the Government
alongz with the Colombo Muni-
cipal Corporation officials des-
cended on the offices of these
“independent’ publishing houses,
The Island publisher is a rela-
tive of the Bandaranaikes.

In the build—ip 1o this, the
journalists organisations have
been drawing international atten-
tion to the series of assaults on
working journalists, threats from
‘goon squads’ and a few cases
where the police manhandled
or beat up reporters and photo-
graphers performing their duty,

When no action was forth-
coming on these complaints, the
organisations resorted to walk—
outs, demonstrations and even
representations. It was left to
the Cabinet spokesman, Mr, Ra-
nil Wickramasinghe, and the Pre-
sidential Adviser, Mr. Bradman
Weerakoon to intervene in some
way.

8o a retired judge of the Court
of Appeal, Mr. Tudor de Alwis,
was appointed to inquire intoa
specific case when a photogra-
pher and a journalist were al-
lesedly assavlted by the police
while covering a demonstration
on World Human Rights Day —
December 10 last. The inguiry
is now on,

With so much happening, the
Opposition could not let go of
the opportunity to launch a tir.
ade against the Government and
what it called “*attempts to silence

and intimidate the independent
media."” Tt has planned a full-
fledged agitation.

The Leader of the Opposition,
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, has
lodged a strong protest in Par-
liament against these tactics and
even charged the President with
using vile language against a
publisher, She deseribed these
developments as a threat to the
democratic fabric and freedom
aof expression in the country.

Obviously, the Goverpment
could not let her get away with
such vocal criticism. So, the
very next day, the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. D, B. Wijetunga, in a
|l-page statement in Parliament,
questioned the “*moral right* of
Mrs. Bandaranaike to speak out
for a free media. He utilised
the opportunity to remind her
that she was so intolerant of
criticism herself, when in power,
that she brought in legislation
to take over the Associated News-
papers — or  the Lake House
group — in 1973,

As for the officials ‘visiting’
newspaper offices recently, the
Prime Minister wanted to know
why they should be spared when
every individual in the country
had to pay taxes.

Adding to the woes was the
sudden ban on two Sinhala tele.
vision serials shown on Rupa-
vahini. ‘Ava Sanda’ was taken
off because the serial was slowly
going into the sensitive issue
of disappearances — which re-
mains a burning human rights
subject The other was dealing
with kidnapping.

Under these circumstances,
some kind of “‘self censorship”
became inevitable for the pub-
lishers and journalists to keep
the show going. Some groups
even complained that banks and
leading advertisers were subtly
pressured to tighten the screw
on anti-Governmeni media.



AMNESTY REPORT (2)

Creating a climate

Recommendations to create
a climate in which human
rights violations are less
likely to occur

For effective remedial and
preventive measures to  be in-
troduced, and for any sense of
impunity to be removed, Am-
nesty International believes it iz
important for the government to
publicly acknowledge that wide-
spread human rights violations
have been committed by guvern-
ment forces, and to make clear to
the security forces that violations
of human rights will not be
tolerated and perpetrators  will
invariably be brought to justice.
It suggested that security forces

officers  should regularly  wvisit
troops deployed in  “sensitive”
arcas, where human rights vio-

lations are most likely to arise.
It wrged the government to
repeal the Indemnity (Amend-
ment) Act, in order to signal
its clear intention to remove
any sense of impunity, and to
expedite pending criminal cases
against members of the security
forces in order to signal clearly
that violators of human rights
will not escape justice.

The government had said that
by publicly announcing its ac-
ceptance of 30 of Amnesty
Interpational’s recommendations,
and in its statement to the
United Nations Commission for
Human Rights in Geneva in
February 1992, it has made the
public acknowledgement sugpes-
ted. And as noted above, the
government has become increas-
ingly open to scrutiny and com-
ment by international human
rights bodies, However, no state-
ment of acknowledgement of the
type envisaged by Amnesty
International has been made to
the local population. Indeed
the climate of intimidation
which still prevails in southern
Sri Lanka — where lawyers in-
volved in human rights cases
have continued to receive death
threats, for example, and where
fear of repercussions deterred
some people from seeing Am-
nesty International's represent-

atives — suggests that the in-
tended message has yet to be
conveyed internally,

Clear orders on the protection
of human rights and the pro-
cedures to be followed in arrest-
ing and detaining prisoners have
been issued within the armed

services. Copies of these orders
had earlier been provided to
Amnesty International by the

government. In practice, however,
important procedural safeguards
for prisoners which are required
under these orders are not im-
plemented on the ground (see
below). WNevertheless, some steps
have been taken to reduce the
incidence of gross violations,
and Amnesty International learn-
ed of several recent instances
where the commanding officer
had personally intervened imme-
diately on receiving a report
that a gross violation had been

committed in order to try to
protect the wvictims. For ex-
ample, in December 1992 the

Brigadier, in charge in Batticaloa
intervened immediately on learn-
ing that during a round-up at
Pullumalai several young women
had been raped by soldiers,
About 13 soldiers were trans-
ferred from the area, but it is
not known whether any disci-
plinary action was taken.

Criminal cases pending against
security forces personnel at the
time, Amnesty International’s
report was published (September
1591} had not been expedited.
The government has listed eight
cases in  which security forces
personnel have been charged
with abduction, rape and murder,
Some of these cases have been
pending for up to three years
and have yet to be concluded.
In one, the accused were dis
charged after the witnesses fail-
ed to appear in court, Amnesty
International understands that
the witnesses themselves were
abducted and ‘disappeared"
during the period that the
accused were on bail. No ip-
vestigation has been held into
the  non-appearance of the
witnesses, Not one of these

cases has vet reached @
viction for murder.

Recommendations intended
to prevent ‘‘disappearances’

These recommendations mostly
concerned the wark of the
Presidential Commission of inquiry
into. the Involuntary Removal
of Persons, which was establish-
ed for a period of one year in
January 1991 to investigate
“disappearances’ occurring after
Il January 1991. Amnesty Inter
national also urged that, in
addition to clarifying the fate
of the *‘disappeared”’, the govern-
ment should bring to justice
those responsible for ‘‘disappear-
ances and provide adequate
compensation to victims or their
refatives  within a  reasonable
period of time. Many of
Amnesty International's recom-
mendations on the protection
of prisoners, discussed below.
are also relevant to the pre-
vention of ‘‘disappearances”.

The Presidential Commission
on the Involuntary Removal
of Persons (CIRP) -

The CIRP was created in
January 1991 for a period of
one year to investigate and re.
port on  “disappearances’ oc.
curing in the year beginning 11
January 1991. It is also expect-
ed to recommend remedial mea-
sures for the prevention of «dis-
appearances’’, Although  the
government did not enlarge the
CIRP’s mandate to encompass
““disappearances’ committed be-

COon-

fore 11 January 1991, it did
extend the mandate of the
CIRP for a further year. In

January 1993 its term was again
extended for one year. Hundreds
of cases remain under investi-
gation by the commission, and
public hearings had been com-
pleted in only six individual
cases at the time of Amnesty
International’s visit,

Many of the ““disappearances’
reported to the CIRP occurred
before 11 January 1991 and
therefore full outside its terms of
reference. Indeed, 3,669 such
cases had been reported to the
CIRP by 5 NMovember 1992. The
CIRP  informs complainants
when they cannot investigate

3



their cases, and said it passes
the information to the Human
Rights Task Force (see below),
which keeps a list of <disap-
peared” people. By 30 October
1992 the CIRP had received
complaints of 501 ‘:disappear-

ances' occurring between 11
January 1991 and 10 January
1992, and 81 complaints of

“disappearances’ occurring be-
tween 11 January 1992 and 30
October 1992.

As explained by the Com-
missioners, when complaints are
received, they are first investiga-
ed by a team of ten *investi-
gating officers under the direc-
tion of the Chief Investigating
Officer, who iz a retired police-
man. Once they have establish-
ed there is prima facie evidence
of ¢disappearance’ relatives are
called to Colombo to give
evidence, Sometimes, however,
the investigators visit the locality.
Once the evidence has been
collected, the  Senior State
Counsel assigned to the com.
mission decides whether thereis
sufficient evidence available to
proceed to a public  inquiry
before the five Commissioners.
Of the 1991 cases, 11 complain-
ants had failed to appear to
pive statements; 53 people re-
ported to have “disappeared”
were traced; 10 cases have been
sent for public inquiry and 421
cases were still under investi-
gation. Of the 1992 cases, one
complainant had failed to appear
24 people had been traced and
56 cases were under investiga-
tion.

At the time of
International’s visit, the CIRP
had completed its public in-
quires into six cases of sdis-
appearances’, and the seventh
case, covering a group of four
people who had ‘t‘disappeared”’,
was being heard. On the com-
pletion of the public hearings
into each case, the CIRP sub-
mits a transcript of the pro-
ceedings and its findings to the
President. Amnesty International
was informed by the Presidential
Adviser on International Affairs
that President Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa had authorised publication
of these case reports, but that
a publication date had not yet

Amnesty

]

commended

heen fixed. Amnesty Inter-
national wunderstands that in
some of these cases, the Com-
missioners have recommended
that the individuals believed
respansible for the “‘disappear-
ance’ should be prosecuted, but
ithat no decision on such pro-
secutions had yet been mmade.
In one case heard by the CIRP,
however, murder proceedings had
already begun against a police
officer suspected of causing a
“‘disappearance'’. After the CIRP
concluded that it was unable to
establish  beyond reasonable
doubt that the particular police
officer concerned had last had
custody of the ‘disappeared"”
prisoner, the case was withdrawn
by the Attorney General. Two
further cases have been forward-
ed to the Attorney General to
decide whether to bring crimi-
nal charges against the alleged
perpetrators.

The cases investigated by the
CIRP so far all involve <+dis-
appearance’” in police custody.
The Commissioners told Amnesty
International that, although their
terms of reference cnable them
to investigate any involuntary
removal regardless of perpetrat-
or, in practice they expected
only to investipate cases of
“disappearance’” in police cus-
tody and not cdisappearances’
in military custody. They said
that it would be difficult to
investigate **disappearances” ina
context of armed conflict; that
as there was less stringent
record-keeping in the army than
the police it would be more
difficult to collect evidence:; and
that complaints of ‘“disappear-
ances™ in  military  custody
usually fail to identify exacily
who carried out the arrest, so
there was no starting-point for
investigation. Amnesty  inter-
national questioned these pre-
sumptions and expressed concern
that the military should not
remain outside the scrutiny of
the commission, especially as
the majority of *disappearances”’
reported during the past year
are from military custody in
the east.

The CIRP has not yet re-
any measures to

prevent “disappearances”, Am-

nesty  International  discussed
with the Commissioners the
possibility of their examining

practices which facilitate *'dis-
appearance'’, such as failure to
adhere to proper detention pro-
cedures, These would inoclude
the prompt acknowledgement and
reparting  of arrests, transfers
and releases and accurate and
thorough record-keeping. Am-
nesty International helieves that
failure to adhere 1o the required
procedural srandards to protect
prisoners from abuse, including
sidisappearance’’,  should be
treated as a serious criminal or
disciplinary offence.

Amnesty International
recommendesd that the
establish regional offices,
priority to those areas where
most  “‘disappearances’’  occur,
Officers authorised to record and
trapsmit cases to the CIRP in
Colombo have since been ap-
pointed in each of the faollow.
ing Government Agent's officers;
Amparai, Batticaloa, Hamban-
tota, Jaffna, Mannpar, Matara.
Trincomalee, The complaints are
then processed in Colombo and
investigated as described above
The regional officers have mo
powers of iovestigation, and
the Commissioners have not held
public hearings outside Colombao,
although they did not rule out
holding hearings in the pro-
vinces if they considered them
necessary. But the end of
October 1992, 540 cases had
been reported by the authorised
officers, 437 of which fell oul-
side the CIRP's terms of re-
ference. Simty-six  of the
remaining cases had not pre-
viously beem reported to the
commission.

In Batticaloa, Amnesty Inter-
national found that the existence
of the authorised officer was not
known by members of the local
Peace Committee or by staff of

had
CIRP
ZIVINg

the local Human Rights Task
Force office. Both these local
bodies regularly record com-

plaints of ‘“disappearance” and
refer relatives to other relevant
local agencies. Amnesty Inter-
national’s delegates  suggested
that the presence of the autho-
rised officers could be more
widely publicised in the relevant



areas in order that relatives are
aware of all local avenues of
redress  available, Sixty-nine
cases had been submitted to the
CIRP by the authorised officer
in Batticaloa by the end of
October 1992, 24 of which fell
within the commission’s terms
of reference,

The Commissioners said that
they believe their work has had
a deterrent effect, as the number
of reported <disappearances” has
reduced since the ioception of
the CIRP. The commission's
hearings are public and reported
in the press so police officers
now know that they may not
act with impunity. Amnesty
international agrees that publicity
i5 important, but pointed out
that the commission may not
be aware of the true number of
“disappearances’” in the east in
1992, as few people in the area
were aware of the presence of
the local  authorised officer.
Amnesty International also be-
lieves that if a lasting deterrent
effect is to be achieved, per-
petrators must be brought to
justice whenever they can be
identified.

The CIRP has been criticised
for  employing slow procedures.
The Commissioners explained to
Amnesty International that it
follows the provisions of the
Commissions of Inquiry Act,
and that as the five Commiss-
ioners had been appointed under
a single warrant, they are re-
quired to sit as a single body
when they hold public hearings.
They are not empowered to sit
separately. They pointed out
that if their warrant is altered
to enable them to hear cases
individually, or if furber Com-
missioners  were  appointed to
expedite the work, they would
need additional 1eams of in-
vestipating officers and other
support staff to service their
increased work-load,

Compensating relatives of
the ‘:disappeared”

In 1991, the government had
told Amnesty International that
it intended to introduce new
legislation to enable relatives of
“‘disappeared prisoners to obtain

death certificates alter a certain
period which would allow them
to qualilfy for relief or pension
payments. Amnesty International
had said that the provision of

death certificates would not
absolve the government of res-
ponsibility to try to establish

the fate or whereabouts of the
‘idisappeared™, to bring those
responsible for “‘disappearances”
to justice and to adequately
compensate victims of the re-
latives,

In October 1992, Amnesty
International was given a copy
of draft legislation concerming
“temporary  death  certificates®
which, once issued, could be
used to claim compensation. As
explained by the Secretary to
the Home Ministry, it was en-
visaged that the certificates and
the compensation would both
be issued through the new Divi-
sional Secretariats, and that
compension would be available
to all persons who had genuine
case, regardless of ethnic group
or of whether the person had
¢‘disappeared’” in the custody of
government or opposition forces.
However, according to  the
Presidential Adviser on Infer
national Affairs, the government
had not wvet decided whether it
would pay compensation to re-
latives of people who are known
to have <disappeared” in the
custody of government security
forces,

Recommendations intended to
protect detainees and their
families

Special legal provisions which
differ from npormal criminal
procedure are applied to poli-
tical prisoners. Prisoners detain-
ed under the Emergency Regu-
lations or the Prevention of
Terrorism Act (PTA) are denied
the protections provided under
the normal criminal law., There
is mo requirement for political
detainees to be brought prompily
before a magistrate, for ex-
amples, which means that there
is mo legal provision for inde-
pendent supervision of their
detention for long periods. Also,
confessions made before a police
officer of the rank of Assistant
Superintendent of police or

above are admissible
under Emergency
unlike under normal criminal
law which requires confessions
to be made before a magistrate
in order to protect prisoners
from confessing under duress,
As safeguards to protect prisoners
are reduced wunder emergency
provisions, the risk of torture
and ‘‘disappearances’ increases,
For this reason, Amnesty later-
national has long called for

in court
Regulations,

specific safeguards to protect
political detainees.
Amnesty International wurged

the government to ensure that
mechanisms for SUpervising
arrests and detention are esta-
blished in accordance with the
United Nations Body of Principles
for the Protection of all Persons
under Any Form of Detention
or imprisonment and the inter-
national instruments designed to
protect prisoners. Further re-
commendations concerned  the
work of the Human Rights Task
Force (HRTF), the body esta-

blished by the government in
August 1991 to establish and
maintain a4 central register of

detainees and to monitor their
welfare; procedures to be followed

by any arresting agency; and
procedures  specific to  military
practice.

Detention Procedures

In order to protect detainees
from ¢disappearance’” and tor-

ture, Amnesty lInternational re-
commended that all prisoners
without exception should be seen
promptly after the arrest or
capture by representatives of an
independent body, and that
detainees should only be held
in official, publicly known places
of detention. All  detainees,
whether arrested with or with-
out warrant, should be given
prompt access to medical care,
lawyers and relatives, and be
brought promptly before a judi-
cial authority. In addition,
because of the specific problems
relatives of detainees have had
in identifying the agent who has
carried out an arrest. Amnesty
International recommended that
all military uniforms should have
the insignia of the soldier's
battalion or detachment clearly
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marked, and ‘that all police-and
military vehicles should be clear-
ly marked as such and carry
number plates . at all  times.
Detailed records should be kept
by the military and police of
all arrests, transfers and releases
of prisoners, and this inform-
ation should be reported imme-
diately to the HRTF., As many
sdisappearances”” had been re-

ported following cordon and
search  operations. Amnesty
International suggested that a
system be  introduced by the

army during these operations to
issue sfreceipts™  to  relatives
stating that the individuals con-
cerned  had ' been taken for
questioning, so that there could
be no question later abour offi-
cial responsibility for their safe
custody, When  prisoners are
released, Amnesty International
recommended that there be in-
dependent  verification  of  the
release, such as by a represent-
ative of the HRTF.

In order to show how it has
implemented these recommend-
ations, the government has stated
that arrests are made in accor-
dance with the Emergency
Regulations and the PTA and
has provided Amnesty Inter-
national with copies of orders
and circulars issued by the
security forces concerning arrest
and detention procedures,

For  arrest  procedures to
comply with  Ampesty . Inter-
national’s recommendations, the
Emergency Regulations and the
PTA would have be amended,
For example atpresent prisoners

held under the PTA need not
be brought before a judicial
authority for 90 days, and under
the Emergency Regulations

prisoners can be held for 30
days before a magistrate sees
them. Furthermore, under these
provisions, prisoners need not be
held in publicly known places
of detention, Indeed, officials
of various ranks are empowered
to decide where detaipees may
be held without any require-
ment that they make these
places  publicly known, The
PTA permits prisoners to be
detained for up to 18 months
in any place and tsubject to
to such conditions” determined
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by the Minister of Defence.
The Emergency Repgulations per-
mit prisoners to be held in pre-
ventive detention indefinitely in
any  place authorised by the
Inspector General of Police (IGP)
or a Deputy Imspector General
of Police (DIGP). Alternatively,
i® they are suspected of having
committed an offence, they may
be held for up to 90 days in
any place authorised by the IGP,
a DIGP or a Superintendent or
Assistant  Superintendent of
Police. Whether authorized or
not, there is evidence that police
have sometimes used unofficial
vgafe-houses” to  torture sus-
pects. A case of this kind from
MNuwara Eliya District is given
below.

The Human Rights Centre at
the University of Colombo has
reviewed the Emergency Regu-
lations for their conformity with
international standards, and has
submitted its findings to the
government. The government
has not announced whether it
intends to act on the Centre's
recommendations and has not
said whether it intends to amend
the regulations concerning arrest
and detention procedures’ to
bring them into line  with
international standards and en-
sure that the rights of prisoners
are safeguarded.

The circulars issued by the
police and armed forces cover
most of Amnesty International's
recommendations and are an
encouraging manifestation of a
desire at senior levels in the
forces to improve human rights
practice. The issuing of orders
does not in itsellf ensure that
procedures are modified or
corrected in practice, however.
Indeed there is now great need
for follow—up to ensure that all
relevant commanding officers are
fully aware of the orders which
have been issued, as some ap-
peared unaware of them, and
that they in turn ensure the
orders are rigorously imple-
mented, Amnesty International
believes that continuing wvigi-
lance by senior officers, accom-
panied by prompt intervention
and disciplinary action, is neces-
sary to check abuse and reform
practice.

Several crucial primary pro-
tections included in the circulars,
such as the issuing of receipts
by the military during cordon
and search operations, had not
been carried ouwt at all in the
Batticaloa area. The Brigadier
who had recently taken charge
in Batticaloa confirmed to Am-
nesty  International that the re-
commended procedure would
provide a practical safeguard, if
implemented, given the systemtic
way in which cordon and search
operations are carried out, apd
believed that it could help with
the confidence of the civilian
population. Instructions had been
received shortly before Amnesty
International’s visit that arrests
following cordon and  search
operations should be reported to
the ICRC directly, and Am-
nesty International was told that
the prisoners’ names are also
sent to the Directorate of Mili-
tary Intelligence in  Colombo
with 48 hours, However no
acknowledgement of the arrest
was made to prisoners’ relatives
by the military directly.
~ The fact that it does not
acknowledge arrests directly has
led to unnecessary anxiety for
relatives and embarrassment for
the military in some instances.
When Amnesty International visi-
ted Batticaloa there were reports
that over 40 men had *‘disap-
peared” following a cordon and
search operation at Kakkachchi-
vaddai on 19 October 1992, Af-
ter they had been detained, the
men had been taken to the
Paliyadivaddai army camp. Re-
latives who followed them theare
told Amnesty International that
soldiers fired at them and chased
them away. The military conti-
nued to deny that these men
had been taken into custody and
the apparent ‘“‘disappearances’
were given wide publicity two
weeks later after a local rep-
resentative raised questions in
parliament. By then, and with-
out the member of parliament's
knowledge, the relatives had lear-
ned from the ICRC that the
men were held at the military
camp at Hardy College in Am-
paral and that they had not “‘dis-
appeared”. Had the army issued
certificates of arrest at the time



of the cordon and search opera-
tion, as required by the circular
issued from Army Headquarters
an 1 July 1992, and had it not
then repeatedly denied these men
were in custody, it would have
provided relatives with a  mea-
sure of assurance and saved it-
sell much adverse publicity. Giv-
en the thousands of «disappear-
ances’’ in military custody which

have occurred in the east to
date, including some from the
Kakkachchivaddal area, it must

be expected that relatives and
others will Tear the worst when
arrests which have been witnes-
sed are denied.

Senior military officers told
Amnesty International’s delegates
that at times it may be neces-
sary to hold certain prisoners
in  unacknowledged detention,
even hidden from ICRC repres-
entatives who visit prisoners at
army camps. These prisoners
were said to be assisting the
military by providing informa-
tion with direct operational value,
Should the whereabouts of such
prisoners be disclosed, it was
argued, the value of their in-
formation would rapidly dimi-
nish because the LTTE would
alter its tactics and move its
camps accordingly. Further, it
was said that some prisoners re-
quested that their whereabouts
be kept secret as on their rele-
ase they feared reprisals if any-
one suspected they had cooper-
ated with the army. Opinions
differed on how long such a
prisoner would need to be held
in secret. One officer said that
secret  detention would only be
necessasy for a couple of days,
because after that time the op-
erational value of their infor-
mation would diminish. Others,
however, said secret detention
might continue for several weeks.
It was also admitted that records
of such a prisoner’s arrest would
probably be falsified to hide the
true date of their arrest. Am-
nesty  International learned of
one prisoner who had heen sec-
retly detained by the army for
a4 year, during which time he
wis severely tortured (see below).

Circulars issued by the secu-
rity forces: on arrest and deten-
tion procedures state that pris-

oners must only be held in
known, official detention cent-
res, and that representatives of
the TCRC and the HRTF must
be granted ready access to them,
However, no list of officially aut-
horised places of detention has
been issued, Once they are in
the custody of a civilian autho-
rity, most detainees do appear
to  be permitted wvisits lrom re-
latives, but such visits might only
start after a period of fncom-
municade detention.

Orders concerning the keeping
of records on prisoners, and the
requirement that no prisoner can
be held without a detention or-
der, have also been issued, Am-
nesty  International's delegates
did not examine any registers
kept by the military. The police
registers they saw indicated that
on the days of their visits in
late October and early Novem-
ber, 14 people were detained
under Emergency Regulations at
Kandy police station and 21 in
police custody in Batticaloa, Of
the latter, 14 were held at the
Deputy Inspector General of
Police’s office and seven at the
former District Judge's bungalow
in the Pioneer Road police camp.
Two prisoners in Batticaloa had
been held in police custody
since April 1992 under the PTA.

In order that a complete, cen-
tralised and up-to-date register
of detainees could be compiled,
Amnesty International had re-
commended that all detentions,
transfers and releases should be
reported to the HRTF, which
has the task of creating and
maintaining a central register.
Orders regarding the reporting
of arrests to the HRTF have
been issued by the military and
the police, but have not been
adequately followed. Indeed, the
military order fails to include
information on how the HRTF
can be contacted, The situation
regarding reporting of arrests by
the police was confused. At
Police Headquarters, Amnesty
International was informed that
arrests are reported to the HRTE
by local police stations directly.
At police stations, however, Am-
nesty International was told that
the arrests are reported to head-
quarters, which in turn informs

the HRTE. Arrests by the milj-
tary had only started to be re-
ported to the Joint Operations
Command (JOC) shortly before
Amnesty International's visit. The
information provided by the JOC
was variable, was not necessarily
up-to-date, and was not in a
clear, usable format. The prob.
lems this poses for the work of
the HRTF are discussed below.

Release procedures have gene-
rally improved to enable wveri-
fication of the release. In Bat-
ticaloa prisoners have been re-
leased in the presence of the
ICRC, a member of the Batti-
caloa Peace Committee, or a local
member of parliament. In other
places, too, prisoners have been
released in a manner which en-
abled verification.

Although * the povernment ac-
cepted Amnesty International’s
recommendation regarding the
wearing of insignia on military
uniforms, Amnesty Internation-
al's delegates were informed by
military officers that it is their
policy not to wear anything in-
dicating either rank or unit when
conducting operations as they
might risk conveying such infor-
mation to the enemy. Police and
military officers assured Amnesty
International that their vehicles
are now required to carry num-
berplates and official markings.
However, -Amnesty International
learned of arrests carried out in
the south in 1992 by plainclo-
thed police and military person-
nel who did not identify thems-
selves, and who wused unmarked.
vehicles (see below).

The Human Rights Task
Force (HRTF)

The HRTF was established in
August 1991 under the Emergency
Regulations *“to monitor the ob-
servance of fundamental rights
of detainees”. Its officers have
been appointed for a period of
three years, and the HRTF can
remain in existence for as long
as the state of emergency lasts.

The HRTF is expected to
maintain a comprehensive, accu-
rate register of detainees, to
investigate the identities of de-
tainees, to monitor the welfare
of detainees, to ensure their safe



release-Trom - custody, fo™ carry
cut regular inspections of places
of detention and to record com-
plaints and take immediate re-
medial action, In addition, the
HRTF keeps a list of people
reported to have “‘disappeared’,
It checks this list against the
names of detainees it has seen
in custody in order to try to
trace ‘‘disappeared’ prisoners.
Only those areas of the HRTF's
work relating to the profection
of detainees from *‘disappearance’
and torture are discussed here.

Amnesty International had re-
commended that the HRTF should
be given unrestricted access to
prisoners held by the military
and that all detainees should be
seen promptly after arrest by
representatives ol an  independ-
ent body such as the HRTF;
that it should establish regional
offices and a 24-hour informa-
tion office; that all arresting
agencies should inform the HRTF
immediately and directly of any
arrest with or without warrant,
and also inform the HRTF of
any transfer or release of de-
tainees; that detainees should
be released in the presence of
a representative of the HRTE;
that the annual report of the
HRTF should be made public
and widely publicized.

Amnesty International’s dele-
gates met the Chairman of the
HRTF, Iustice Soza, and visited
the HRTF offices in Kandy and
Batticaloa. At the time of their
visit, HRTF offices had been
opened in Colombo, Kandy, Ma-
tara, Anuradhapura and Batti-
caloa; an office was planned in
Trincomalee, and a sub-office
in Kattankudi, near Batticaloa.

The HRTF has compiled a list
of detainees, but this list can-
not be considered comprehensive
or up-to-date. For a central,
publicly-available list of deta.
inees to [ulfil a protective fun-
ction, all arrests must be re-
ported to the HRTF promptly
and the list must be regularly
updated with information on trans-
fers and releases, which should
be promptly reported by the
custodial authorities as a matter
of routine procedure. 1f thisis
not done, accurate information
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cannot - be given to relatives
about the whereabouts of recently
—arrested people, who are us-
ually at most risk of abuse, or
about the place of detention of
prisoners who have been moved.
The ability of the HRTF 1o
maintain such a register is ham-
pered by the fact that the police
and armed forces do not sup-
ply it with the necessary infor-
mation, Police and military au-
thorities should be required to
inform the HRTFE immediately,
and in an agreed and usable
formal, of all detentions, trans-
fers and releases. The HRTF
could then conduct spot-checks
to ensure that full reports about
detainees are indeed being made,

The HRTF lists is compiled
by visiting police stations, army
camps, detention centres, prisons
and rehabilitation camps and re-
cording the names of the de-
tainees seen in each place. In
practice, the visiting has mostly
been done by the Chairman him-
self, a retired judpe of the Sup-
reme Court who commands great
public respect, sometimes accom-
panied by another HRTF offi-
cer. Practice varies in the dif-

ferent regiomal offices, however,
depending upon local conditions.
In Kandy, the local officer visits
police stations, but not army
camps, himself in Batticaloa, the
local officer had only visited
prisoners in the company of
Justice Soza, who visits the town
approximately once a month. It
would appear that the police
and army forces may not pro-
vide other officers of the HRTF
the access they provide to
Justice Soza himself. However
tirelessly Justice Soza pursues
these wisits, it is impossible Tor
him to record all detentions
promptly after arrest by this
method, He has visited an im-
pressive number of police stations
and army camps, but has not
visited them all and it would
be unreasonable to expect him
to do so. Furthermore, as no
list of authorised places of
detention has been published,
he could never be sure whether
he had visited all such places.
Until the HRTF as an institut-

ion is accorded the (facilities
granted to Justice Soza indivi-
dually, local officer will not

{Continwed on page 24)

The Non-Entits Tale (Prologue)

Asian Bureaucrats come in threa Styles

The Vintage one is hailed the 0OId School Tis

The OST is dutiful but dull

That doas not mean he is quite numbskull.

Tis only thet his thoughts go round in circles
Career bound he encounters no hurdles

With 05T's to lend a helping hand

In mutual boosting Wagon or in Band

Pawn, Bishop, Knight and King they'll run the state
And suffer any Fool if Old School Mata

The other one is a Walking MNational Flag

Of sncounters with Sahibs he will brag

But when the Sahibs have laft him in his bila
Ha will for Aid the entire Waorld beguile

Thus boosted with borrowsd pocket money

On Self Raliance ha will talk baloney

By Mation he only means his Class

All else is Gesture and just high Farce

Tha Third is one the Third World exports in droves
Their loyalty to Raj so much a habit

They need an anchor in a Global Office

To this end they will think out thair moves
Stooge to the World Bank, dismantle Controls
Free Exploitation for their Dollar payrolls

So for this Trinity we labour
Pay Tax on Food, Water and the Air wa breathe
Have our childran shut out of School

And too sick to care, have Doctors play the fool

®

vou and me)

U. Karunatilake




PART 2

The Role of Media in Nation-Building

Victor Gunewardena

INFOEMED DISCOURSE

The foregoing discussion on
the conceptual basis of the
media, their rights and respon-
sibilities and their role as pur-
veyors of socially relevant infor-
mation, of educating the public
on the wvarious aspects of the
couniry’s development process,
of providing fora for informed
discourse to as many citizens
as possible who choose to avail
themselves of that facility, and
of maintaining vigilance to check
abuses of power or excesses on
the part of the State, shoold
give us a -better idea of what
functions the media are expec-
ted to perform. Whether in fact
they do so, and the causes or
constraints responsible for failure
or inadequacy are another matter
altogether. The limitations of
space precludes fuller discussion
af this aspect of the subject.

Sri Lanka being a multi-eth-
me and multi-religious soclety,
some medsure of recognition of
that fact is evident in the [unc-
tioning of the country’s media.
At the level of language, there
are mainstream newspapers, both
dailies and weeklies in the three
lapguages, Sinhala, Tamil and
English. The Sri Lanka Broad-
casting Corporation, too, broad-
casts programmes in the three
languages and the State—run
Television Corporation screens its
program.ues ulso in a  sinilar
manner.

However, one pertinent eriti-
cism of this lipguistic division
of the media is the lack of
openness of the particular langu-
age medium to the culture and
ethos: of the other language
media. Consequently, the res-
pective mnewspaper, radio and
television #udiences are inade-
quately exposed to the other
group's cultural identity, percep-
tions and concerns, hopes and
aspirations, and their problems
and challenges.

An unfortunate outcome of this
narrow orientation is that the

audiences in the respective lan-
guage media have access only
to a partial picture of the social
reality of Sri Lapka, The dan-
ger is that many persons tend
to accept wuneritically such des-
perate media presentation az a
correct reflection of the social
reality.

The greater danger stems from
the particular poliey stances of
the media, be they political,
ethnic, religious, cultural or
enonomic, Invariably, they are
partisan and reflect the bias
andfor prejudice arising from
their particular orientation,
Further, when the media are
unfree in that besides their par-
tisanship they also shut access
to the particular medium of
news and views other than those
supportive of its own, then the
task of media in nation-building
becomes increasingly difficult.

The informed discourse which
one expects the media to provide
for is mnot for is not forth-
coming because the information
flow is fouled by hias, slant or
distortion or is rtestricted by
blatant partisanship.

HETEROGENEITY OF
IDENTITIES

A medium of mass communi-
cation which claims to be natio-
nal in its scope and concerns
and in its reach and coverage,
and is said to be in furtherance
of the public interest, must fir-
stly recognise the plural charac-
ter of Sri Lankan Society. Not
only is it multi-ethnic and
multi-religious but also it is
ideologically diverse and is also
differentiated in terms of social
class, income and economic power,
Further, even within our separate
ethnic, religious, linguistic or
social groups there is a large
degree of heterogencity of various
kinds. In fact, most Sri Lankans
have multiple identities, which
make for diversity within their
own primary group. This diver-
sity potwithstanding, there is a

sense of belonging to the primary
group, which transcends the
intra—identities. At given times,
the person’s sense of belonging
and identity within his primary
groups may vary, depending on
the circumstances.

For example, one can be a
Sinhalese, a Buddhist, belong to
a high income group and be
ideologically a believer in the
free market economic system.

Another can also be a Sin-
halese, a Christian, belong to a
low income group and be ideo-
logically commitied to a socia-
list system of society. There is
no inherent incompatibility of
indentity in either case.

Both persons have a strong
sense of identity as Sinhalese,
which is an overarching sense
of unity with the primary group
transcending  other particular
identities.

Thus, the primary identity of
ethnicity in this instance is large
enough to accommodate other
identities, It does not, however,
preclude the persons concerned
from emphasising hisfher identity
with other categories — religious,
ideological or social class etc.

Likewise, a Sri Lankan iden-
tity which expresses itself in a
strong attachment to this coun-
try as the land of one's birth
and upbringing and the reposi-
tory of one’s ecultural heritage
does not necessarily deny the
validity of other identities which
are as strongly experienced and
as steadfastly sought to be pro-
moted. The different identities
could co-exist and mutually en-
rich the large, overarching iden-
tity.

RIGHT TO EQUALITY

The popular understanding of
the term *‘nation’ implies a
collective identity of people in-
habiting a defined territory,
sharing its resources and inter-
acting among themselves in an
interdependent manner, being

11



adminstered by common forms
and institutions of governance,
and evidence of a consciousness
of belopging to a socio-cultural
and politich—geographic  entity
with a history and traditions
special to it

* Nation-building does not imply
the acceptance of ethno—centri-

city. While there could be an
ethnic group which is numeri-
cally the largest, there could
also be several other ethnic

groups, some large and others
small, ™o matter to which eth-
nic, religious or linguistic group
one belopgs, what is fundamen-
tal iz the recognition by law
and in socicty of every persun’s
rigcht to equality,

It is  the right o equality,
which the media would be ex-
pected to articulate, protect and
promote, It must do so
in the very excercise of the
right of freedom of speech, ex-
pression, publication and 1n-
formation, Media that arc
controlled by the State and are
used primarily to serve the
State’s publicity purposes, often
also crudely propagandist, lose
their credibility because of their
blatant partisanship.  Likewise,
other media, although owned and
managed by * private corporate
bodies or persons, do not neces-
sarily make for freedom and
responsibility in the exercise of
the right of expression or as
vehicles of socially relevant in-
formation. They too could be
biased ideologically and restric-
tive of public access to the
particular medium and could
manipulate public opinion.

This is mot to deny to a
particular medium the right to
ideology or a political option.
While it is entitled to do so,
its claim to be a national news-
paper, radio or television medium
would not carry conviction if
its mews and views are restric-
tive and exclude expression of
opinion that is not supportive
of its own stance. A plural
society requires media that are
plural in expression and pro-
mote people’'s participation 1o
the use of the media or in in-
teraction with them,

It has been said that “'a free
press is a condition of a free
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society’’, This does not, however,
mean that the State cannot in-
troduce and enforce regulatory
legislation in order to ensure
the rights of others as well as
to protect the public interest.
But those identical principles and
norms which the legislation is
intended to protect and promote
must be equally applicable to
State—run media,

There are those
that a regulatory framework
for the media is not at all
necessary because an essence of
freedom is the absence of law,
and that the media should be
depended on to regulate their
own functioning. However, ex-
perience does not support that
contention.  Abuse of media
freedom is prevalent to this day
in Sri Lanka even by State—run
media institutions, despite there
being a regulatory framework.

1t has been argued that an
pssence of freedom is the need
for order, Self-regulation is one
means by which to ensure order,
However, where it is absent or
lacking the discipline of law
must prevail.

INFORMATION POLICY
NECESSARY

A further requirement is a
clearly-articulated national policy
on information and on the media.
Such a policy must be promo-
tive of access to informatiop as
a social right and seek to foster
the functioning of media with
freedom and a due sense of
responsibility. ;

This paper has discussed at
some length the conceptual basis
of freedom of speech, expression,
publication and information
because a clear understanding
of those concepts is essential
and is a prerequisite 1o an
examination of the role of media
in nation-building. Concepts are
also important because they in-
fluence human behaviour through
their value—orientation and nor-
mative principles.

Besides what has already been
said in this paper about the
role of media in nation-building,
it must also be emphasised that
a paramount objective of the
media- should be to strive fo-
wards achieving the objective of

who argue

an informed citizenry, Not only
must the information be accurate
but also the presentation of
news must be balanced and ob-
jective, in other words, factual
and fair.

Sri Lanka elaims to be a re-
presentative democraey, ‘‘assuring
to all peoples freedom. equality,
justice, fundamental rights and
the independence of the judici-
ary..." in its Supreme Law.

Further, the Directive Prin-
ciples of State Policy and Funda-
mental Duties State inter alia.

*“The State shall strenghthen
national unity by promoting
cooperation and mutual con-
fidence among all sections of
the People of Sri Lanka, in-
cluding the racial, religious,
linguistic and other groups,
and shall take effective steps
in the fields of teaching, edu-
cation and information in
order to elminate discrimina-
tion and prejudice’ [Article
27 (5) 5ri Lanka Constitution].

The elimination of discrimi-
nation and prejudice through the
action process is thus seen as a
necessary task in order to streng-
then national unity by promo-
ting cooperation and mutual
conlidence among sections of
the people. This is a special
respansibility of the media, an
aspect of their social accoun-
tability.

The media must be authentic
and credible in their functioning,
must ensure aceess to the pub-
lic., recognising also the people’s
right to dissent and express con-
trary wviews. The media must
so function that no section of
the country's plural population
would feel marginalised or alie-
nated by the policies or per-
formance of the media.

Positively, the media must
strive to promote a corporate
unity within Sri Lanka which,
while recognising distinctive iden-
tities and steadfast group loyal-
ties at different levels, would
seek to achieve an overarching
solidarity as a nation, transcen-
ding the multiple identities of
the people who inhabit this
Tand



PART 2

Democracy and the Soviet collapse

Sumit Chakravarty

‘... Any sustained rule by a

state of siege inevitably leads
to arbitrary rule and has a
corruplive effect on.  society. . .

“Decrees, the dictatorial power
of factory owverseers, severe
punishment and terror are all

palliatives. The dominance of
terror has a very demoralising
effect. The only road to revival

is through the school of public
life, unlimited democracy and
public opinion.”

These words have a remark-
ably familiar ring in today's
context. But 1n the light of

Rosa Luxemburg’s criticism of
of Lenin and Trotsky one only
wonders how she would have
responded, were she alive, to
Stalin’s  insensate display of
violence and terror that became
the order of the day only a
few years after Lenin’s untimely
death in 1924,

_ Let us now turn to a highly
interesting  evaluation of the
Soviet denouement published in
the September 1992 issue of the
well-known independent Ameri-
cun socialist publication, Month-
ly Review. In his article, *“The
Ditection of Soviet Economic
Feform: From Sccialist Reform
to Capitalist Transition', David
Kotz, a member of the Eecono-
mics Department at the Univer-
sity of Massachusets; Amherst,
writes in the journal: =It fs
tempting, particularly for social-
1stz, to attribute the Soviet
collapse and turn toward capi-
talism to external  pressures,
Pressure from world capitalism
was a factor all during the life
of the Soviet system. However,
the collapse came after the
USSR and its allies had finally
achieved military parity with the
capitalist world, I‘grc{ng an end
to Western dreams of elimina-
ting socialism by military con-
quest. A CIA  that was
never able to eliminate Fidel

Castro right on the US door-
step cannot be supposed to have
engineered the remarkable col-
lapse of the Soviet superpower.”

Kotz, ‘while
external pressure has been a
factor in this process, these
events have been driven pri-
marily by forces internal to the

According to

state  sociahist  system.” Gor-
bachev understood the real ail-
ment and spelt it out in his

book, Perestroika, that came out
in 1987; lack of demoecracy.
The sclution, in his wview, was
“broad democratisation of all
aspects of society’. (p. 18) and
he was ceriain that the result
would be “to strengthen social-
ism, not replace it with a
different system.” However, the
course adopted by him was not
based on a “consistent pro-
gramme"’ rather, what surfaced
was a ‘““tension between two
potentially different directions
for reforming the economy' as
Kotz put it. =One direction
was that of democratising econn-
mic institutions, including enter-
prises and the planning system.
The second direction of reform
was the introduction of more
market elements into the econo-
my . .. Certainly there was no
countenance of privatisation of
enterprises in the original plan.
Indeed, Gorbachev wrote that
‘Socialism and public ownership,
on which it is based, hold out
virtually unlimited possibilities
for progressive economic pro-
cesses’. (p. 69) But combining
democracy and markets is no
easy task, and as the reform
process  developed, the elements
of marketisation contained in
the plan expanded, prew in
influence, and eventually came
to define the refarm. As this
happened, the initial insistence
on maintaining public owner-
ship of enterprises was dropped
and replaced by a commitment
to ‘privatisation’. Instead of

reforming and  democratising
socialism, the process turned
into one aimed at replacing it
with capitalism.”

In order to realise how such
a turnabout took place it must
be appreciated that democrat-
isatiom of the state socialist
system was imperative for the
very purpose of carrying out
reforms. The wvehicles of such
a democratisation was the in-
strument of glasnest (openness)
which was responsible for the
emergence of a ‘wcivil society"
in the USS5R. The media be-
came articulate, and presented
all kinds of wviews — nationalist,
anti-Semitic, anti-socialist In
fact those who trenchantly cri-
ticised the failings of the ald
system even Trom  anti-socjalist
positions evoked a sympathetic

response from the people. This
provided a measure of the
public revulsion to the un-

demoncratic and lawless rule they
had been subjected to for 70
years. Thereafter the process
of democratising political in-
stitutions that began in 1989
was the Communist Party humi-
liated in several elections at the
hands of opponents who were
openly eritical of Communists
and some of whom were openly
critical of socialism. <For gene-
rations.”” Kotz notes, ‘socialism’
had meant the existing state
socialist system and rule by the
Communist Party; thus anti-
socialist positions became popular

despite the publi¢’s overwhelm-
ing acceptances of what can
only be regarded as socialist
valuoes,”

Kotz classifies three major
groups that spearheaded  the
move towards capitalism. First

was the relatively small interest
group of the new class of entre-
prenears.  Second came the
bulk of the intelligentsia. In
this context Kotz makes the
following observation: It s
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stiriking how many members of
the Russian intelligentsia are
true believers in  capitalism.
Many of them believe in an
idealised, mineteenth-century pic-
ture of capitalism, which they
see as a system of economic
freedom and opportunity for all.
Milton Friedman probably has
more adherents in Moscow and
St. Petersburg than in New York
and Boston. This may be partly
an ideological phenomenon: as
the idealogy associated with the
old system weakened, many in-
tellectuals were attracted to its
opposite. 1f the official media
had previously not been telling
the whole truth, perhaps the
whole truth was the opposite of
what they had previously been
told.”

But it was the third group
which gave the protagonists of
capitalism a dominant political
position in society. 'This was
the group representing the poli-
tical and economic elite of the
state socialist system. It is
worthwhile to quote Kotz here
again: <On a trip to Moscow
during July and August 1591 1
received a first hand report of
a weekend dipner at the dacha
(countryhouse) of former President
Leonid Brezhnev's granddaughter
in the exclusive vacation village
ol Jukovka. This report says
something about the evolution
of some of the leading families
of Soviet communism, which
were represented at the dinner.
According to my ipformant, all
of the people present had shif-
ted from the high positions in
the institutions of the old
sysiem to becoming business
people. The grandson of Mikh-
ail Suslov, the former (now
deceased) chief ideologist for
the Communist Party, is a
commercial banker working at a
bank that is currently converting
from state to joint—stock cor-
porate  ownership,  Brezhnev’s
granddaughter had become a
businesswomen. Ironically, even
Dmitri Sakharov, son of the

famous physicist'7and dissident

Andrei Sakharov, wasijpresent
at the dinner and turoed out
to be a businéssman. Others
present were working  in'§ joint
ventures of trading companies.
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They had traded in their luxury
Lada automobiles for Mercedes-

Benzes, Their only complaint
was that they were now work-
ing harder than previously.”

Source; Fred Weir, a Canadian
journalist, in an interview on
August 2, 1991. Weir has lived
in Moscow for six years, is
married o a Russian citizen,
and knows Brezhnev's grand-
daughter.)

Kotz tries to bring into focus
a major difference between capi-
talism and state socialism. +“When
capitalism faced the crisis of
the Great Depression, it had &
ruling class of capitali-ts deter-

mined to save the system,
whether by repression (as in
Germany and [taly), or con-

cession (as in Sweden and the
United States). The alternative

system threatening them from
within, socialism, would have
meant complete loss of their

privileged position in society.
«Like capitalism, state social-
ism evolved a ruling group that
ran lhe system and had a pri-
vileged position within it. But,
unlike that of capitalism, the
the ruling group of siate social-
ism did not own the means of
production. Furthermore, accord-
ing to the official ideology, the
ruling group of state socialism
was supposed to operate ibe
economy and government self-
lessly for the direct benefit of
the working people. Since the
system was undemocratic and
authoritarian, the workers who
were the supposed beneficiaries
had no power to enforce their
official status as the rulingelass. ..
The group that stood to benefit
from democratising socialism was
the working class, but they lack-
ed the power to direct the pro-
cess. The only choices the work-
ing class was able to make were
between different factions of the
ruling group. Yeltsin and his
associates were able to seize the
leadership, with initial majority

support, by virtue of their
opposition to the old system
and their claim to favour the

democratisation of society. But
after his election as the Presi-
dent of Russia, Yeltsin soon
turned out to be the leader of
the part of the old elite that

clearly saw capitalism as its
best option.

«While various  accidental
events and personalities played
a role in the developments, the
underlying structural factor at
work was the failure of un
democratic state socialism to
develop a ruling class with an
abiding interest in protecting and
defending the system owver which
it presided. Once the system went
inte a moderately serious social
and economic crisis, the bulk
of the ruling group deserted the
system and opted for capitalis.a.
If this analysis is valid, it ex-
plains how such a seemingly
stable and relatively successful
socicesonomic  system could
collapse so rapidly and peace-
fully."

This anpalysis needs to be
gualified with two points; the
system’s <relative success™, as
mentioned in the analysis, does
not take into account (a) the
economic crisis generated by the
tenacious efforts to  achieve
strategic parity with the US —
resulting in massive burdens on
the exchequer at a time of
substantive fall in oil prices,
one of the principal sources of
revenue for the Sowviet state
and (b) the grotesque defor-
mities of the system wrought
by the depredations of Stalin
and his cohorts on practically
every sphere of life, In fact
the Soviet people were rendered
sick as a result of the bral-
ities of the Stalinist regime that
survivedd the death of the great
dictator.

As a Russian [riend, wiiter—
intellectual  Mariam  Salganik
{better known as Mira), under
lined, not only had Stalin killed
more people than Hitler, he
did something Hitler was never

accused of, except in relution
to Jews, indiseriminate assault
on his own people. Lately

Yeltsin has by a decree rehabi-
litated the former prisoners of
Hitler's concentration camps.
Mone has cared to publicise it
since few fare aware of its
significance. But, as Mira in-
formed, it revealed, a lot amd
reopened old scars: the prisoners
of Hitler’s copcentration camps
(Continued on page 282)



SOLZHENITSYN

Literature as Dissent

Noel Fernando

smzhcnitsyn, the Russian

novelist and historian, was
born the year after the Russian
revolution of 1917, He gradua-
ted in mathematics and physics
at the University ol Rostow and
took correspondence courses in
literature from Moscow Unpiver-
sity, indicating his early interest
in writing. Solzhenitsyn joined
the army in World War TI rising
to the post of captain of the
artillery and was twice decorated.

It was during the latter part
of the war in 1945 that Solzhe-
nitsyn began his confrontation
with the Soviet authorities and
system. He had been critical
of Stalin in letters to a friend,
He was arrested and sentenced
to 8 years hard labour and he
spent 8 wyears in a speejal
prison in Moscow and in the
Karlag concentration camp near
Karaganda in Kazakhstan.

On his release from the camp
in 1953 Solzhenitsyn was again
senlenced, this time to perpetual
exile, which he spent in South-
ern Kazakhstan, He was there
striken with a severe cancer of
the stomach which was success-
fully treated in a hospital in
Tashkent,

Solzhenitsyn was released from
exile in 1956 and rehabilitated
in 1957. He then moved to Rya-
zan about a hundred miles from
Moscow and taught mathematics
ata local school, There he started
to write.

One day in the life of Tvan
Denisovich

Solzhenitsyn wrote a short
novel and  submitted it to
the literary periodical Novy Mir.
The novel was accepted and
published in the journal in 1962
and the first printings were im-
mediately sold out. It is based
on Solzhenitsyn's own experiences
and was one of the first truth-
ful accounts of camp life to be
published in the Soviet Union.
This was during the era of Nikita
Krushchevy when there  was
some relaxation of restraints on
writing. The novel is written in

simple, direct language and des-
cribes the thoughts and activities
of a prisoner in one winter's
day from early morning till late
at night, It explores the mate-
rial hardships and rigours of
camp life in Stalin’s Russia. The
novel was immensly popular in
the Soviet Union.

The First Circle and Cancer Ward

In 1964 Kruschchev fell from
power and conditions in the
Soviet Union hardened again.
Solzhenitsyn  had written two
major novels, The first circle
and Cancer ward between 1933
and 1957.

The first circle describes life
and conditions in a prison re-
search institute in Moscow, where
prisoners are engaged in research
work for the secret police and
in particular the identification
of weices recorded by the tap-
ping of telephone conversations.
Those who refuse to cooperate
arc  under constant threat of
transfer to more brutal camps.

One of the characters in The
first circle states

“For a country to have a great
writer is like having another
government'® This comment s
applicable to Solzhenitsyn him-
self and exemplifies his own
life and work.

Cancer ward describes
in an hospital ward for the
treatment of cancer patients,
This is again based on his own
experiences as 4 cancer patient
in a hospital in Tashkent with
severe cancer ol the stomach and
his  successful freatment for
cancer,

Both books can be read as
straight-forward realistic novels
as well as allegories of life in
the Soviet Union, cancer repre-
senting suffering and death,

Solzhenitsyn attempted to get
both npovels published in the
Soviet Union but failed to get
through the barriers of censor-
ship. His writings were however
widely circulated in the Soviet
Union by the Samizdat — do it
yourself — publishing system. Un-

events

der this system it was possible
to circulate material not officially
permitted, usually in the form
of typewritten home done repro-

ductions of books or portions
of books.

Eventually both books were
published abroad in 1968, This

was followed by increasing and
vicions attacks oo Solzhenitsyn
in the press and by the literary
establishment. His position now
steadily deteriorated and Solzhe-
nitsyn was expelled from the
Soviet Writer’s Union in 1969,
The Gulag Archipelago

During the years [958-]1967,
while also working on his novels,
Solzhenitsyn  was engaged ‘in
writing a monumental work on
the wvast sysiem of prisons and
labour camps which had ‘been
established in the Soviet Union
shortly after the revolution of
1917, and which were enormously
expanded during the regime of
Stalin (1924-1953).

This work, running into 7
parts and abwut 2.000 pages was

written in the pgreatest secrecy
withrut any normal reseaach
facilities. Knowing he would be

unable to publish such a work
in the Soviet Union, Solzhenitsyn
had sent a manuscript to his
publishers abroad for safe keep-
ing. His iotention was to pub-
lish this work at some future
date cven after his death, to
protect persons mentioned in the
work. However a copy fell into
the hands of the KGB after
they had interrogated the woman
who had typed the manuscript
for Solzhenitsyn. Thereafter she
committed suicide. Sulzhenitsyn
promptly requested his publishers
outside the Soviet Union to
bring out the work which was
published in 3 wvolumes from
1973 — 1978,

The gulag archipelago is a
literary-historical work. The cruel
and brutal prison system is cata-
logue with a wealth of detail,
description, comment and analy-
sis. Sections of the work record
the procedures of arrest, inter-
rogation, conviction, transporta-
tion and imprisonment of the
victims of gulag in chilling detail
Solzhenitsyn uses a variety of
sources and of forms of writing:
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autobicgraphical parrative; testi-
mony of other inmates; official
Soviet documents and publications
including trial records and the
works of Lenin himsell; and
historical research. Much of this
material he retained using only
his photographic and prodigious
IEMOTyY,

Again, as in other work, Sol-
zhenitsyn writes the truth as he
sees it without any concessions
to ideology or the rulers. He
writes in a note to the book:

“In this book there are no
fictiticus persons, mnor fictitious
events,, .. It all took place just
as it is here deseribed.'’ Millions
of inpocent persons who were
victims of the gulag, are com-
memorated in this epic work.

Expulsion from the Soviet Union

The publication of the gulag
archipelago so  disturbed the
Soviet authorities that Solzhe-

nitsyn was arrested on Feb, 12th
1974 and threateped with im-
prisonment once again. He was
deprived of citizenship and ex-
pelled from the Soviet Union
the following day by decree of
the Supreme Soviet.

The MNobel Speech on Literature —
1970

In 1970
awarded the
literature for

*“The ethical force with which
he has pursued the indispensable
traditions of Russian literature”

He was unable to receive the
prize personally in  Stockholm
as he feared to go abroad and
run the risk of his being refused
to come back to the Soviet
Union. In due course he issued
the text of his Nobel address
in which he discusses and defi-
nes the purpose and function of
literature as an art form.

“But woe fo that nation whose
literature is disturbed by the
intervention of power. Because
that is not just a violation of
‘freedom of the press’, it is the
closing down of the heart of
the nation, a flashing to pieces
of its memaory."”

“*More over, writers and artists
can do something more: They
can vanquish the lie. Wherever
else it fails, Art always has won
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Solzhenitsyn
MNaobel

was
prize for

its tight against lies, and it
will always win, Iis victory will
be obvious, irrevocably ohvious
to all men. The lic can with-
stand a great deal in this world
but it can not withstand Art,”
Solzhenitsyn Concludes

“In Russian the most popular
proverbs are about truth. They
express the not incomsiderable
and  bitter experience ol the
people, sometimes with astoni-
shing force, One word of truih
outweighs the whole world, And
on such a fantastic breach of
the law of conservation of mass
and energy are based my appeul
to the writers of world.”

Open Letters and Statements

Solzhenitsyn, together with
Sakharov and other dissidents,
was constantly engaged in a

strugegle with the Sovier autho-
rities and literary establishment
on behalf of writers and others
who were subjected to repres-
sion and persecution and confine-
ment in prisons, labour camps
and psychiatric hospitals.
Letter to the Union of Writers —
16th May, 1967

Solzhepitsyn  demanded the
removal of literary censorship
and the gagging of writers who
wanted to write freely, frankly
and truthfully about life anpd
conditions in the Soviet Union.

“Literature cannot develop in
between the categories of ‘per-
mitted’ and ‘not permitted’,
‘about this you may write’ and
‘about this you may not'. Lite-
rature that is not the breath of
contemporary society, that dares
not transmit the pains and fears
of that scciety, that does not
warn in time against threatening
moral and sccial dangers—such
literature; it is only a facade,”

Solzhenitsyn exposed to view
the chronicle ol repression, exile,
vilification, persecution, suicide
and exiermination that charac-
tererized the history of sovict
literature:

“There were more than 600

writers whom the Union had
obediently handed over to their
fate in prisons and camps"

Solzhenitsyn  concludes
the strident words:

with

“I am of course confident
that I will fulfil my duty as a
writer in all circumstances —
from the grave even more sic-.
cessfully and more irrefutably
than in my lifetime. No one
can bar the road to truth, and
to advance its cause I am pre-
pared to accept even death. But
may it be that repeated lessons
will Tinally teach us not to stop
the writer’s pen during his life-
time?"

Letter to the Union of Writers —
12th November, 1969

This letter was written follow-
ing his expulsion from the Uni-
on of Writers and concludes:

“It is high time to remember
that we belong Ffirst and fore-

most  to humanity. And that
man  has distinguished himself
[tom the animal world by

THOUGHT and SPEECH. And
these, naturally, should be FREE.
If they are put in chains, we
shall return to the state of ani-
matls,

OPENNESS, honest and com-
plete OPENNESS — that is- the
first condition of health in all
societies, including our own.
And he who does not want this
openness for our country cares
nothing for his fatherland and

thinks only of his own inter-
rest. He who does not wish
openness for  his fatherland

does not want to purify it of
its diseases, but only to drive
them inwards, there to foster.'

Statement in Defense of Jaures
Medvedev — 15th Jume, 1970

In 1970, Jaures Medvedey, a
Soviet biologist was taken by
force from his home and con-
fined in a psychiatiic hospital
for 19 days.

“Without any arrest warrant
or auy wmedical justification four
policemen and two doctors come
to a heslthy man's house. The
doctors declare that he is crazy,
the police major shouts “We are
an ORGAN of FORCE! Get up!”,
they twist his arms and drive
him off to the madhouse.’

Solzhenitsyn econcludes.

“lt is time to think clearly:
the incarceration of free-thinking
healthy people in madhouses is



SPRITUAL MURDER, it is a

variation on the GAS CHAM-
BER, but is even more cruel:
the torture of the people
being killed is more malicious
mare prolonged. Like the gas
chambers these crimes will NEVER
be forgotten.''

Letter to the head of the KGB,
Andropov — 13th August, 1973

Solzhenitsyn commences
“For many years, I have borne

in silence the lawlessness of
your employees: the inspection
of all my correspondence, the

confiscation of half of it, the
search of many correspondents’
homes, and their official and
administrative persecution, the
spying around my house, the
shadowing of visitors the tap-
ping of telephone conversalions,
the drilling of holes in ceilings,
the placing of recording appara-
tuses in my city apartment and
at my garden cottage, apd a
persistent slander campaign aga-
inst me from speakers’ platforms
when they are offered to em-
ployees of your Ministry. But
after the raid yesterday, I will
no longer be silent,

Letter to the DMinister of the
Interior, Shchelokovy — 215t
Auguost, 1973

“Four months ago I applied
for a residence permit so that
I might live with my family.
after long consideration of such
an indisputable matter, 1 have
now been informed of the rejec-
tion by the police and by you
personally., 1 would express my
bewilderment over the human or
legal considerations that could
possibly keep a husband from
living with his wife, or a father
with his two small sons, if 1
did not know from long experi-
ence that neither consideration
exists in opur political system.

Solzhenitsyn concludes

“1 want to remind you that
serfdom in our country was aboli-
shed 112 years ago, and, it is
said, the OQctober. Revolution
wiped out its last remnants.

It would seem that I, like any
other citizen of this country, am

" neither a serf nor a slave and

sh-uld be free to live wherever
I find it necessary, and no one,
not  even the highest authori-
ties, should have the proprietary
right to separate me from my
family.”

Appendix  to the novel Cancer

Ward

Solzhenitsyn defines the
of a writer:

. .it is not the task of the
writer to defend or criticize one
or another mode of distributing
the social product, or to defend
or criticize on or another form
of government organization.
The task of the writer is to
select more universal and eternal
questions, the secrets of the
human heart and conscience, the
confrontation of life with death,
the triumph over spiritual sorrow
the laws of the history of man-
kind that were born in the
depth of time immemarial and
that will cease exist only when
the sun ceases to shine.”

MNote

After his expulsion [rom the Soviet
Union Solzhenitsyn has been living in
a sccluded estate in Vermont, U.S. A, and
and working on’ 4 set of novels covering
the period of the Russian revelution
Word War L.

Following the events of 1989 in Eas.
tern Europe and afterwards, Solzhenitsyn
has been invited back to Russia and
his works are now being published there,

O

task

Creating. ..

{Cortinied from page 24)
necessarily be able to intervene
in any emergency, should rela-
tives report a fear of torture or
“disappearance’’ very soon after
a person has been arrested.

The method by which lists of
detainees seem by the HRTF
were made available publicly was
improved shortly before Amnesty
International's visit. Previously,
it had taken about a month for
the information gathered on a
visit to Batticaloa to be pro-
cessed on the computer in
Colombo and
Batticaloa HRTF office, Under
the new procedure the local
HRTF officer accompanies Justice
Soza on his vists and both of
them record the npames of

returned to  the -

prisoners and other relevant in-
formation. One copy is imme-
diately available locally for
public information and the other
is taken to Colombo for pro-
cessing.

(To be continued)

Family. . .

(Contimed from page &)
URAMAYA led by Mr. Tilak
Karunaratne,

Mr. Anura Bandaranaike sent
party secretary Dharmasiri Sena-
nayake a letter on the eve of
his departure to London and the
U.5. Copies of the letter have
been sent to all MP's and party
organisers. Mr. Bandaranaike says:

] have heard from reliable
sources that urgent steps arc be-
ing taken to draw up a consti-
tution for a common front and
get it registered in a secret man-
ner. [If this i5 the situation, it
will cause an injustice to the
SLFP membership which will
constitute 95% of the planned
front”',

Mr. Karunaratne said that
Mrs. B. has fallen prey to what
he called an ‘internationalists®
group committed to **liberation
theology™. The leader, he said,
had forgotten the SLFP base,
Sinhalese, Sinhala Buddhists and
Muslims. Mr. Karunaratne was
replying to strongly worded state-
ment by Mrs. B. and other
SLFP’ers who brand Mr. Karu-
naratne as an agent of many
multi-national firms. Mr. S.L.
Gunasckera, an articulate spokes-
man of the Sinhala—Buddhist line
was also a target of Mrs. Ban-
daranaike.

~Briefly .. .

(Continned from page 1)

Commenting cn the Govern-
ment’'s repeated accusations ab-
cut suppression of press freedom
by previous SLFP governments,
Mrs Bandaranaike said: “‘It
is not the task of a govern-
ment to keep highlighting the
so—called past wrongs and in-
dulge in wrongs of much
greater proportions’’,

Mrs Bandaranaike also said
that no journalist disappeared
during her government,
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Foreign Branch (Fort), City Office (Fort), Pettah (People’s Park), Kotahena,
Kollupitiya, Wellawatte, Narahenpita, Borella, MNugegoda, Maharagama,
Katunayake (FTZ), Negombo, Wennappuwa, Kegalle, Kandy, Matale,
Galewela, Kurunegala, Hingurakgoda, Galle, Hikkaduwa, Matara, Jaffna.




AUNG SAN SUU KYI (2)

Buddhist Courage

Jane Russeall

haya-gati' is the corruption

induced by fear. This she
argues is the worst of the four
corruptions *‘for not only does
it stifle and slowly destroy all
sense of right and wrong, it so
often lies at the root of the
other three kinds of corruption’.
She continues:

“The effort necessary to re-
main uncorrupted in an en-
vironment where fear is an in-
tegral part of everyday exis-
tence 1s not immediately ap-
parent to those fortunate en-
ough to live in states gover-
ned by the rule of law, Just
laws do not merely prevent
corruption by meting out im-
partial punishment to offend-
ers. They also help to create
a society in which people can
fulfil basic requirements neces-
sary for the preservation of
buman dignity, without recourse
1o corrupt practices, Where
there are no such laws, the
burden of upholding the prin-
ciples of justice and common
decency fall on the ordinary
people. It is the cumulative
effect of their sustained effort
and steady endurance which
will change a mnation where
reason and conscience are war-
ped by fear into one where
legal rules exist to promote
humanity's desire for harmony
and justice, while restraining
the less desirable, destructive
traits in human nature.”

She notes further that ‘‘there
is a compelling need for a closer
relationship between politics and
ethnics at both the national and
international levels”. And in
following the path of other ““War-
riors of the Spirit"”, she argues
that “*The quintessential revolu-
tion is that of the spirit, born
of an intellectual conviction of
the nced for change in those
mental attitudes and values which
shape the course of a nation's
development. . . Without a revo.
lution of the spirit, the forces
which had produced the iniqui-
ties of the old order would con-
tinue to be operative, posing a

constant threat to the process
of reform apd regeneration. It
15 not enough merely fo call
for freedom, democracy and hu-
man rights. There has to bea
united determination to preserve
integrity in the struggle, to make
sacrifices in the name of endur-
ing truths, to resist the corrup-
ting influences of desire, ill-
will, ignorance apd fear’. Not
since Martin Luther King has
any public figure made so elear
a call to the higher, more spiri-
tual values of mankind. (**Free-
dom from Fear’; appearing in
‘Pravada’, Jan. 1992, pp. 32 i)

That Suu Kyi's thoughts had
been running along these lines
for some years, even prior to
her involvement in Burmese poli-
tics, is obvious when comparing
this essay, “Freedom from Fear”,
written while under house-arrest,
with her book **Burma and In-
dia — Bome Aspect of Intellec-
tual Life Under Colonialism®,
written in the relative calm of
shimla in MNorth India several
years earlier. Tn her essay, she
makes a telling comparison bet-
ween her father Bogyoke Aurng
San and Gandhi. '“*The words
used by Jawaharlal Nehru to de-
scribe Mahatma Gandhi could
well be applied to Aung San;
‘The essence of his teaching was
fearlessness and truth, and action
alied to these, always keeping
the welfare of the masses in
view",

Suu Kyi herself may be com-
pared, with some Jjustification,
to Nehru. It is MNehru and Ta-
gore, who emerge as the *“*hero-
es” of Suwu Kyi's analysis of
Indian iniellectuals. In *‘Free-
dom from Fear', she notes this:

“Mchru, who considered the

instillation of courage in the

people of India one of Gan-
dhi's greatest achievements,
was a political modernist, but
as he assessed the need fora
twentieth—century move for in-
dependence, he found himself
looking back at the philoso-
phy of ancient India: ‘The
greatest gift for an individual
or & nation,..was ‘abhaya’,

fearlessness, not merely bodily
courage but absence of fear
from the mind."” (‘Freedom
from Fear', Pravada, Jan. 1992,
p. 33).
 Nehru, although a modernist
like Suu Kyi, was the Indian
politician who came closest to
embodying the Asokan ideal,
Mon-alignment and the proposal
for an Indian Ocean Peace Zonc
were part and parcel of his
“Asokan approach’ to  paolitics,
If his Asokan mantle has fallen
an  anyone, it is on Suu Kyi
who, alone of all Asian  politi-
cal figures, has the necessary
moral authority to wear it — vide
this paragraph, which equals any
of Mehru's writings:
“The wellspring of courage
and endurance in the face of
unbridled power is generally
a firm beliel in the sanctity
of ethical principles combined
with a historical sense that
despite all setbacks, the con-
dition of humanity is set on
an ultimate course of both
spiritual and material advance-
ment. It is the human capa-
city for self-improvement and
self-redemption  which most
distinguishes us from the mere
brute. At the root of human
responsibility is the concept of
perfection, the urge to  achi-
eve it, the intelligence to find
a path towards it, and the
will to follow the path, ifnot
to the end at least the dist-
ance needed to rise above in-
dividual Timitations and envir-
onmental impediments. It is
the vision of a world fit for
ratiopal, civilized humanity
which leads people to dare
and to suffer to build socie-
ties free from want and fear.
Concepts such as truth, justice
and compassion cannot be dis-
missed -as trite when these are
often the only bulwarks which
stand against ruthless power™.
(*“Freedom from Fear”, op.
cit. p. 33).

~ In contrast with such lofty
ideas, the everyday practice of
post-independence Burmese poli-
tics seems as absurd a leap as
that from the sublime to the
‘gor blimey®. But Suu Kyi traces
in her book some of the rea-
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sons for Burma’s jejune politi-
cal state. She points out for
example that the Burmese, altho-
ugh firmly wedded to the Bud-
dhist philosophy, were a militapt
race “‘unaccustomed to regarding
the boundaries of their kingdom
as a varizble dependent upon
the ability of the individual mo-
arch™. (p. II).

Their pride in their invinci-
bility was supreme. For well
over a millennium, the Burmese
had lived in a peaceful cultu-
ral isolation which had encour-
aged a sense of superiority: “An
indifference to developments in
the outside world was a charac-
teristic of the Burmese mon-
archs, who traditionally held sway
from the land-loeked heart of
their Kingdom®™. (p. 13).

(A comparison with the Kan-
dyan kings seems almost inevi-
table at this point, and indeed
throughout this book, there is
the constant reiteration of themes
that would be as applicable to
Sri Lanka as to Burma). The
impact of the “‘novel experience
of complete political conquest,
soon to be followed by cultural
subjugation’ was therefore trau-
matic.

Secondly, she makes the point
that: Traditional Burmese edu-
cation did not encourage spe-
culation. This was largely due
to the wiew, so universally ac-
cepted that it appears to be
part of the racial psyche of the
Burmese, that Buddhism repre-
sents the perfected philesophy...
(therefore)... why should the Bur-
mese people absorh elements of
western culture?'’ (p. 27/29). The
upshot of this attitude was that
the Burmese developed an indif-
ference hordering on xenophobia
towards the British rulers and
the train of western ideas which
they carried in their baggage.

The Burmese sense of national
identity was also very pronounced.
Thus, while Indian npationalism
may be regarded largely as a
product of British rule, ‘‘there
had always existed a traditional
Burmese nationalism arising from
its cultural homogeneity’. (p. 34).
While this autarky in nationalist
thinking made Burma strangely
modern in one sense, it led to
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a cultural chauvinism that effec-
tively engendered a closed mind.
““Alien concepts had to be re-
defined in Burmese terms before
they could be accepted. In a
strange way the Burmese seemed
to value their cultural integrity
almost more than their ethnic
identity. They could often feel
greater affinity for a foreigner
who had adopted Buddhism and
the Burmese ways of living than
for a Burmese who had embra-
ced an alien creed.' (p. 35).

This still seems to be the case
— at least where the military
junta are concerned. The Bur-
mese constitution expressly for-
bids any Burmese to have alle-
giance to a foreign power. Suu
Kyi's marriage to a non-Bur-
mese therefore appears to have
disqualified her in the eyes of
the junta from any participation
in the government of Burma,
One of the questions in the ‘lo-
yalty test’ given to civil servants
in 1991 was *“Should someone
married to a foreigner be Head
of State? If yes, what would be
the situation of the country?”
This rampant xenophobia was not
just a reaction to the ‘‘short
sharp shock™ delivered by the
British imperial occupation —a
reactioa that could be compared
to that suffered by the Japanese
consequent to  their enforced
“opening up’ by the United
States in the 18th century, —
but also to the large scale im-
migration of Chinese and Indians
inte Burmese cities and larger
towns during the colonial years.
«Not only did these immigrants
acquire a stranglehold on the
Burmese economy, they also set
up homes with Burmese women,
striking at the very roots of

Burmese manhood and racial
purity.” (p. 35).
When one considers the ex-

tent to which SLORC (the mili-
tary junta) vilify Suu Kyi as
“un-Burmese', “‘a woman who
thinks she is superior to all
Burmese’’, it scems as if her
most revolutionary act has been
to marry an Englishman ([even)
if of Greek lorbears), thus break-
ing an unwritten code that de-
mands that Burmese women main-
tain the purity of the race. This
impression is underscored by the

nature of the punishment SLORC
has meted out to her: that is
by isolating her for several years
from “‘foreign’' husband and
children. And yet in legal terms,
Buddhist women in Burma are
expressly protected by the Bud-
dhist Women’s Special Marriage
and Succession Act of 1954 when
they contract a marriage with a
non-Buddhist. The racism of
SLORC officials is therefore not
reflected within the culture at
large. But there is no denying
that Burmese culture is charac-
terised by an impermeable quality.
A mation so turned in upon it-
self requires a person of the in-
tellectual understanding and sta-
ture of Suu Kyi to open it up
to the outside world and direct
the outgping energies of the ris-
ing geperation of educated Bur-
mese, interested in joining the
world, along the path of non-
violence.

The path of non-violence is
tortupus. It requires infinite pa-
tience, infinite belief in the hipha
er values. There are no quick
breakthroughs, no ego-satisfying
acts of vengeance — there are
simply repeated acts of suffer-
ing. But there is also no traums-
atising of society as a whole,
no degradation of the young,
no scarring of the old, MNon-
violence ennobles those who fol-
low its doctrines; its exponents
are the role—models of mankind;
its martyrs are enshrined within
the consciences of men, Suu
Kyi is setting an example, not
only to her fellow Burmese but
to the whole world in taking
the non-violent path of dissent.
Her courage, her resistance and
endurance is being tested to the
limits but it is from such re-
sistance — “‘the disobedience that
leads society from the mire of
habitual stagnation™ to quote
Oscar Wilde — that societies can
be re-born.

Suu Kyi has come to embody
the ideal of Buddhist courage.
Courage was viewed by the an-
cients as the political virtue par
excellepce. But courage in an
intellectual, and especially in an
intellectual as semsitive as Suu
Kyi, remains remarkable. What
Hannah Arendt wrote about Wal-
‘demar Gurian, the German wri-



ter and philosopher, is
true of Suu Kyi:

*Courage, understood in the
fullest sense of its many mea-
nings, probably drove him into
politics, which may appear be-
wildering in a man whose origi-
nil passion was doubtless for
ideas and whose deeper concerns
were clearly the econflict of
the human heart. To him,
polities was a battleflield, not
of bodies, but of souls and
ideas, the only realm where
ideas could take form and shape
until they would fight each
other and in this fight emer
ge as the true realily of the
human condition and the in-
nermost rtulers of the human
heart. In this sense, politics
was to him a kind of reuli-
zation of philosophy, or to
put it more correctly the re-
-alm  where the merc flesh of
material conditinns for men's
living together is consumed by
the passion for ideas'. (Han-
nah Arendt op, cit. p. 254/255).

Like Gurian, Suu Kyi has been
driven into political action by a
passion for a ideas, Her com-
parison of nationalists in colo-
nial India and Burma encoura-
ged her to evaluate “‘those trends
which might be considered the
product of the human creative
impulse independent of the na-
tional setting’’ (Suu Kyi op. cit.
p.9). In Bumma, she notes there
was even at independence *‘a
lack of a philosophy that could
have guided national efforts”
(p. 51). This vacuum in the world
of ideas had led to a society
that was characterised by politi-
cal apathy and confusion. The
lack of integration between tra-
ditional Burmese ideas and mod.-
ern  western scientific thought
and democratic norms had result-
ed in a dearth of leaders cap-
able of critical assessments of
themselves within the world, of
blending traditional Buddhist
values with modern democratic
national ideas. Suu Kyi, as the
only Burmese apparently cap-
able of such integration of ideas
was therefore catapulted into
leadership to fill the vacuum,

But as the junta make a point
of never forgetting that Suu Kyi

equally

is the daughter of the revered
Aung San, — **She has a reserved
place as Aung San’s daughter.
S0 much lepjency has been shown
to her” jGenerul Khin MNyunt:
this includes allowing her to live
in her own house, letting her
have access to overseas broad-
casts, a piano, local newspapers
and even Jane Fonda exercise
tapes’') — so does Suu Kyi her-
self never forget that she is from
the most privileged strata of so-
ciety. Returning to her compa-
rison of intellectual life in Bur-
ma and India in the colonial
era, she makes the telling point
that *it is surely no coincidence
that men like Vidyasagar, Tilak
and Gandhi who came from less
privileged homes concentrated
more on  practical solutions to
India's problems that on intel-
lectual speculation at a universal
fevel’s. (p. 57). Suu Kyi's argu-
ment is that these less privile-
ged Indians tended to exercise
the chips on their social shoul-
ders by a narrow-minded nation-
alism, bordering on racism, that
quickly replaced the universalist
aspirations of thnse Indians from
the aristocracy like Ranmohun
Roy who had successfully syn-
thesised east and west. She quo-
tes from Stephen Hay, a western
scholar of Tagore, in showing
the different approaches of an
aristocrat like Tagore and men
such as Bania and Gandhi who
came from middle-class origins:
“India in the eyes of a Ka-
thiawad Bania, raised in con-
servative Jain-Vaishnava reli-
gious and Rajput political tra-
ditions appeared guite a dif-
ferent India from that seen
by a Bengali Brahman whose
unorthodex family had pione-
ered in assimilating modern
Western ideas and synthesising
them with Hindu religinus and
artistic traditions. Gandhi’s
image of India and the West
also reflected a very different
experience with individual West-
erners. His treatment in a
colonial outpost at the hands
of South Africa’s white supre-
macists had been as brutal as
Tagore's welcome in literary
circles of Western civilisations’s
leading metropolis had been
exhilarating’. (p. 58).

Suu Kyi's sympathies most fir-
mly lie with the universalist ap-
proach of Tagore rather than
the chauvintsm of intellectuals
like Bankimchandra Chatterjee,
in whom perhaps she sees the
same petty-mindedness and nar-
row patriotism as can be found
in the Burmese junta’s leaders.
She suggests that an anthor like
Bankim was torn between his
intellectual admiration for the
English and his emotional at.
tachment to his Bengali traditions.
Being unable to integrate these
conflicting attachments within his
own personality, he chose an
intense nationalism which glori-
fied wviolence. She quotes from
the ‘Bande Matram®, the famous
poem in his novel ‘““Ananda
Math®':

“Who has said thou art weak

in thy lands

When the swords flash out in

twice seventy million hands

And seventy millions voices roar

Thy dreadful pame from shore

to shore,

Thou art

Queen

With her hands that strike and

her sword of sheen’,

Other than notinz that the 70
million “which must have sounded
so threatening in the 1910s have
now become 450 million, there
is the unspoken thought present
throughout Suu Kyi's book that
at a certain level patriotism is
indeed the last refuge of the
scoundrel. It is her argument,
albeit very subtly suggested, that
the truc patriot synthesises cul-
tures effortlessly without the em-
otive prick of hatred or negati-
vity which seems at all times to
be the hallmark of the megalo-
maniac, whether masquerading
as terrorist guru, demoeratic sa-
viour or military messiah. Mes-
sianism in Suu Kyi’s rubric is
always anti-Buddhist and there-
fore unacceptable.

Sun Kyi’'s reasons for empa-
thising most of all with Tapgore
spring from her abhorrence of
the mepalomanic. She writes:
“the sentiments of ‘Bande Man-
tram’ did not appear to have
appealed to Tagore who abhor-
red the extremism which could
be perpetrated in the name of
patriotism. In his novel “Home

Durga, Lady and
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and the Word”, Tagore’s views
are represented by the gentle
Mikhil who feels that “to tyran-
nise for the country is to tyran-
nise over the country’’. Sandip,
who has no moral values uses
nationalism to satisfy his own
ego and laughs at Nikhil’s scru-
ples. He is an opportunist, clev-
er and cynical: ““Who says Truth
shall Triumph? Delusion shall
win in the end... Bengal must
now create a new image to en-
chant and conquer the world.
‘Bande Mantram’. (p. 60).

In Aye Kyaw's article, which
was quoted earlier on the ‘Bud-
dhist Legacy to Modern Law’,
the author mentions that accor-
ding to Buddhist law, a govern-
ment should ensure that the
“three places (1) Court, vinicch-
aya sala, (2) cemetry, susana and
(3) jail, bandhanagara should not
be crowded”, (Aye Kyaw, op.
cit. p. 8), It will be a sign of
Burma's return to good gover-
nance within the Buddhist tra-
dition upon which it so prides
itself when the SLORC releases
Aupg San Suu Kyi from house-
arrest, Meanwhile, in trying to
avoid the karma which is inevi-
tably going to bring about its
downfall at some stage or anoth-
er, the junta has changed the
name of the country from the
anglicised ““Burma’ to the tradi-
tiopal “Myanmar'’, has chased
out members of the Muslim
minority in a bout of ‘ethnic
cleansing’” and is busy wooing
Japanese and Ascan economic
and moral support for its bank-
rupt regime.

But for as long as Suu Kyi
remains incarcerated in the heart
of Rangoon, there is a rose
blooming in a moral desert and
the fragrance of that rose spreads
daily wider and wider. It would
perhaps be appropriate to end
this essay with the verse from
Tagore's “Gitanjali’ which Suu
Kyi quotes in full on page 30
of her book. It seems to sym-
bolise a cry from the heart:

‘“Where the mind is without

fear and the head is held
high;

Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been

broken up into fragments by
narrow domestic walls;
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Where words come out from
the depth of truth;

Where tireless striving stretches
its arms towards perfection;

Where the clear stream of
reason has not lost its way
into the dreary desert sand
of dead habit;

Where the mind is led for-
ward by Thee into ever-wide-
ning thought and action;

Into that heaven of freedom,
my Father, let my counfry
awake'’. [=

Democracy. - .
{Conrined from poge 14)

were regarded as ctraitors’ by
Stalin and were packed off to
his labour camps on their re-
lease, If they survived both
camps they were forced to lead
lives of fugitives denicd access
to the facilities reserved for
ordinary citizens. Now they
are to be treated at par with
war veterans who enjoy pride

of place in the country’s social-

life, This has been done to
make amends for yet another

of Stalin’s numerous criminal
steps.
There is a tendency to gloss

over the crimes of the Stalinist
past. That would be a gross
mistake when one is trying to
understand  the phenomenal
changes that have been brought

about in what was the Soviet
Union. And the same applies
to the countries of Eastern

Europe that were compelled to
carry the Stalinist yoke on their
shoulders.

In an interview given to me
only last month in Moscow
Mira said the biggest change
in Russian life today was the
fact that a ‘“‘new fearless gene-
ration is entering the social
life’ — a generation ‘‘not afraid
of the policeman or the KGB
man that he would whisk me
away'. And then she slowly
uttered: *‘In order to under-
stand the magnitude of the
change, honestly Sumit, you have
to be one of us."” When 1
insisted that one must under-
stand the past to get a mea-

sure of the change, she said:
And that past is in our
blood,”

“You
have been

Thereafter she told me:
and many others
thinking about the victims of
Stalinism. The figures vary. ..
But did you ever think how
many people were the warders
in the camps 7 Well, somebody

must have been killing them,
doing the job. Those people
are still alive, They thought
they had been serving their

country. And violence has been
made a part of their lives.

«The problem this country is
Facing is this: hew does it get
out of the viclence which has
been injected into its blood-
stream? This is the biggest pro-
blem the country is facing. The
nation has been crippled by
[ S

One must try to fathom the
pain associated with those words
while trying to analyse the
changes the former Soviet
society is undergoing today, It
was the failure to undertake a
thorough  introspection of the
past misdeeds, not a partial one
as was initially tried by Nikita
Khrushchev through de-Stalinis-
ation (before it was abandoned
by the Suslov-Brezhnev combine
that ousted Khrushchev in 1964),
which led to the present demoue-

ment including the moves to
effect a systemic change,
However, despite the wide

popular support given to leaders
who openly attack socialism, the
people at large are not opposed
o socialism. This has been
testified by several surveys, And
this is completely contrary to
what Jeane Kirkpatrick asserted
in her paper, *After Commun-
ism, What?'', presented at the
40th anniversary conference of
the journal, Problems of Com-
munism, held in Washington in
October 1991, <1 think com-
munism in Eastern Europe and
in the former Soviet Union has
left no discernible legacy in the

affections of the people,” she
said. But what iz the reality?
In May 1991, Kotz writes,

san American polling organis-
ation  undertook an extensive
study of public attitudes in
several countries, including the
Russian Federation.
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LETTERS

Utopia in Federalism ?

What a change two decades
can make? I met N. Shanmuga-
rutnam who had contributed the
article entitled, **Narrow Natio-
nalism and Militarism™ (LG,
Feb.1) for the first time in 1974.
Then, he had recently returned
from Japan, and I was an under-
grad at the University of Co-
lombo, I was a supporter of
S.].V. Chelvanayakam and his
principles of federalism then,
though Shanmugaratnam vehe-
mently criticized the then Tamil
political leadership [for their
parliamentary politics,. In our
dialogues, Shanmugaratnam advo-
cated that what Tamils needed
were & Chinese model of com-
munism based on Mao Ze Dong's
ideals.  Now, the Tamils are
under the leadership of LTTE
which shuns parliamentary poli-
tics. But Shanmugaratnam had
come a [full circle and now
finds wutopia in the federalist
model.

We need not go back to the

12th  centuary imperial Chola
king, Raja Raja Cholan, to
find a model for Prabhakaran,

How about looking at recent
times? For their reputation for
ruthlessness and intolerance to
other competing groups, one can
see parallels in the leadership
of Mao Ze Dong and Prabha-
karan. Chelvanayakam followed
the Gandhian path and was
fooled by both the SLFP and
UNP between. 1958 and 1968.

His failure gave birth to Prabha-
karan’s militancy and Mahatma

Gandhi was replaced with Mao,
I pose this question to BShan-
mugaratnam; what is wrong
when Prabhakaran does exactly
what Mao did between 1927
and 1949. Even now, one billion
Chinese are being ruled by a
Mau's colleague, who - himself
was a ‘‘terrorist’.

Islamic Fundamentalism

The Pakistani Envoy Mr, Hus.
sain Haggani has said in an
interview with the Sunday “‘Is-
land™ of 7/2/93 that the Carne-
gic Endowment Report antici-
pation of an islamic fundamen.
talism may not be all that pro-
phetic. This fear as a Muslim
not the rise of an islamic fun-
damentalism but the capability
of the West (traditionally refer-
red to ioclude the European
states but now includes the most
dangerous and unpredictable ele-

ment in the United States) sur-
reptitiously imposing a diabolical
plan prepared by the West. 1
am judging from the fears ex-
pressed and consistent propa-
ganda by the West against the
free and independent CIS frater-
nity of nations we remember
Britain’s senior Cabinet Minister
doing a tour ol some states in
the CIS region and his comments
on the ‘Islamic bomb® and the
Asian Muslim countries. The in-
tention is weaken completely the

Shanmugathasan

Shan, the unrepetant Stalinist

and arch enemy of Trotskyism,
in no more. Still, we Trotsky-
ists of the Fourth International
pay our respect
remained loyal to the proletarian
revolution and the socialist
project in general. He never
joined a capitalist government
and never accepted bribes from
capitalists.
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to him as he

However he had difficult times
as his idols} fell from grace one
after the other, first Stalin,
then Mao, finally looking toward
Albania. Inspite of the Change
of wind he remained true to his
conviction. ‘That was his fui
lure.

In 1978, when we had a joint
May Day Rally, we proposed

Shanmugaratnam reports that
Muslim people have been ill-
treated by the LTTE. I am
sure he should have Ilcarnt the
fate of 6.6 million Uighur Mus-
lims and 47 million Tibetan
Buddhists in China. I would
suggzest that he should read the
cover-story which appeared in
the Mewsweek of April 23, 1990.
Why Dalai Lama, the 1989
™Mobel Peace laureate, has fo
circle the world like a vagabond
since 1959 rather than medita-
ting in his native Tibet? And
why the self-protectors of Bud-
dhism among the Sri Lankan
ruling elites have ignored China’s
actrocities in Tibet? Can Shan-
mugaratnam explain why Muslims
apnd Buddhists have been ill-
treated by the Chinese power
holders?

Sachi Sri Kantha

Ozaka Bio Science Institute,
Jgpan.

Muslim potential for assuming a
yital role in world affairs.

I would of course advise the
Western Powers to concentrate
on the 2 World War Veterans —
Germany and Japan — and diseip-
line them; especially recommen-
ded for the good health of the
United States.

‘Mohamed Farced Pakeer

Maharagama.

him to the chair. Many had
misgivings. But on that day he
proved to be a non-Secctarian

inspite of his strong convictions.
That was the climax of his ca-
reer and we of the NSSP could
be happy that we gave his due
in time.
Vickramabahn
General Secretary,
Mava Sama Samaja Party.
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PEOPLE’S BANK

Celebrating Three Decades

of
Dynamic Growth

In 1961 Peoples Bank ventured out in the challenging world of Banking
with a staff of only 46..and a few hu.dred customers.

Today, just 30 years later

People Resource exceeds 10,000
Customer Listings at a staggering 5.5 Million
Branch Network in excess of 328, THE LARGEST

in Sri Lanka

In just three decades People’s Bank has grown to become a highly
respected leader in the Sri Lankan Banking scene. Their spectacular
growth is a reflection of the massive resources at their command
dedicated to the service of the common man - a dedication that has
earned them the title “Banker to the Millions”

PEOPLE'S BANK

Banker to the Millions
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