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TRENDS

Quicker, costlier
passports, visas
The passport office and allfed depa-
rments are to be restructured and mo-
dernised ta fssue quicker passports and
visas. Bulthese documents willalso cost
more- An additional revenues of 100
million rupees annually is expected after
these changes.

More English in the interior

Rural schools in argas classified by
the Education Dapartment as “difficuft”
{a polite term for “backward”) are fo be
posted with 850 recently passed out
teachers of English. Fifty thousand sat
the examinalion for English teachars,.
only 850 qualified.

The professor stands firm
Professor Carlo Fonseka will not reco-
nsiderhis decision foquit. The professor
resigned in disgust when students of the
Kelaniya University's Medical Facully, of
which he Is the dean, broke their pledge
lo him that they would not rag frashers.

“I find it impossible to teach with any
degree of enthusiasm siudents who
have decieved me and oubwitted ma™,
the professor, who has refused fo wi-
thdraw Ris rasignalion, sald.

Port worker foils attempt

An alert port worker foiled a contra-
clor’s attempl to smuggle large quanlity
of urea aboard a vessal with ferilizer
bound for the North. Urea is used by the
LTTE in the manufaciure of landmings,
and is an the list of banned items. The
secunly forces are on the hunt for a
busimessman in this connection,

tements in the context of general natio-
nal palicy. Fersons in positions in any
part of the world are constrained to make
statements for many a reason, for exa-
mple to boost the morale of a peaple”.

No objection now

Afterthe PLO-Israel peace accord the
PLO ambassafor in Colombo, Mr lbra-
him Mohammed said that the people of
Palesting do not have any objection to
the re-establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions betwean S Lanka and lsrael. Sri
Lanka as a free country had the right
o do whatever it thought was best in
its awn interests, the ambassador said.

Elite NGOs shun ministry

Environment Minister Wimal Wickre-
masinghe lold a mesting of NGO= called
by the Central Environmental Authority
that elite “English speaking” NGOs shu-
nned his ministry and never called on
him, NGOs functioning in the villages
were closer o the ministry, he said.

"Our task should be the solving of
enviranmental problems and not conflict
with the NGOs", the minisler said.

BRIEFLY. . .

“Terrorist” statement:
Thendaman cautious

CWC Boss and Rural Industries Mini-
ster 5. Thondaman has reacted cautiou-
sly to President D.B. Wijstunga's state-
ment that Sr Lanka had no ethnic pro-
blem but only a teronst problem. In
recenl public statements the President
has repeatedly said that terrorism must
be wiped out, and that there was no
“Tamil problem”. Mr Thondaman, a ma-
mber of the Government, has been ta-
Iking toud and clear in recent times as
a spokesman for the Tamil people. His
reaction to the President’s apparent
hard line has been caulious.

In a recent newspaper intenview the
Tamil leader said: "It is the experience
of history that statemanis are made by
persons in positions and these state-
menis cannotbe interprated in isolation.
One has naturally to consider such sta-

CORRESPONDENCE

President Premadasa

What a puny defense Chanaka Ama=
rafunga makas in his eulogy to Prema-
dasa, to show that the late President of
SriLanka was a humanist, who believed
in liberal principles (LG, Sept. 1).

Even if one accepls the answer 'No’
apn its face value, for charges such as,
“depriving his opponents of their civic

rights”, “manipulating the Constitution

"o

lor his partisan convenience”, "meani-
nofully obstruct crticism®, “extending
the life of Pariament by a referendum”,
“pandering lo racism and communa-
lism™, and “causing members of paria-
ment from ethnic minorities 1o be driven
from Parliament”, cne cannol exonerate
Premadasa from these charges, becau-
sg he was a willing participant at tha
powerful Mo. 2 position for eleven years
(187 7-88), Amaralunga should realise
that aiding and abelting a cnime is also
a punishable offence.

| wish to nele only one example of
Premadasa's tactics in the parliament.
When there was a no-confidence mation
againstthathenleaderofthe opposition,
AAmirthalingam, and verbal mud-sli-
ngers like Cyril Mathew and others were
spewing venom on the TULF leader,
what did Premadasa do? Did he uphold
the highest traditions of the august
assembly? To protect his position, Pre-
madasa “sailed with the wava”. Il me-
maory serves, ma right only Shelton
Ranaraja, the then deputy minister of

Justice, took a stand against the
nasty remarks of his fellow party me-
mbers and showed courage by voting
against that ridiculous metion. Was
this the humanist politician who believed
in [lberal principles?

Sachi Sri Kantha
Osaka BioScience Institute,
Osaka, Japan

Human Rights

| read the article by Dr Muzzafar on
“HUMAN RIGHTS DEBATE — WE-
STERN DOMINATION" published in
LANKA GUARDIAN July 1993,

The Gulf crisis crept up in the 90's.
Inlate filties our Urdu poet Majid Laho-
ri, a Editor of Weekly NAMAKDAN,
wrote:

“LISA KA MU HAI BAKI SLIB MO
HI NO" which means n "UNG" “U"
represent USA and rest is No — Mo
& Mo.

Ayatullah Khomenl the spritual lea-
der and one of the two great revolutio-
naries of this century called USA "SA-
TAN".

The only way to combat and contral
this =atan is unity of purpose among
poor countries, specially SAARC,
ASEAN, NAM,

Mohammad Haroon Ahmed
Karachi
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NEWS BACKGROUND

THE END OF JAW -JAW
— and now ?

Mervyn de Silva

"History repeats itself, first as tragedy,
then as farce” said Marx.

Marx was wrong. It could be the other
way about. That at least is the verdict of
modern Sri Lankan history. In mid-1956,
the Federal party led by Mr. 5.1.V. Chelva-
nayakam re-asserled publicly that “an
autonomous Tamil linguistic state wi-
thin a federal union of Ceylon” was the
only safe guarantee of “the cultural free-
dom and identity of the Tamilspeaking
people.” Al another rally the FP demand
was the "widest autonomous and resi-
duary powers consistent with the unity
and external security of Ceylon™.

Ongth July 1993, Mr. K. Sirinivasan MP
for Jaffna, the northern capital raddrezsed
an “urgent appeal” to members of the
multi-pary Parliamentary Select Commi-
ttee. It said:

"Given ils uimost importance to the
political aspirations of the people of the
Morth and East, and recognising the
unfounded fear in the minds of the people
of the South, and taking into account the
day-to-day suffering of the people of the
North-and-East, and to stop any innocent
people getting killed, | have tabled a pro-
posal on the basis of FEDERALISM as
an inevitable alternative to the Indo-Sri
Lanka Accord of July 29th 1987".

Mr. Sirinivasan is not only the MP for
Jaffna but a member of the multi-party
Pariiamentary Select Committee chaired
by an Opposition (SLFP) MP, Mr, Mangala
Moonesingha. The Committee itself was
a landmark in the island's political history.
It was based on a motion moved by a
member of the majoropposition parly, the
SLEP of former Prime Minister, Mrs. Ba-
ndaranaike and seconded by Mr. Stanley
Tillekeratne a stalwart of the SLFP, who
was Speaker in the SLFP dominated pa-
rliament of the 1970s.

For these reasons, the multi-party Se-
lect Committee held out the hope of a
negotiated settlement of “the national
question” founded on an all-party or natio-
nal consensus:

The terms of relerence of the Select
Committee were broad enough as well as
sufficiently pointed to encourage such
hopes.

“That this Pariament is of opinion that
a Select Commitiee be appointed —

(A) to arrive at a political solution to the
question involving the devolution of power
to the northern and eastern provinces

(B) 1o prevent
(i) the disintegration of the nation;

(i} the kilings of innocent civilians,
members of the armed forces and the
youths fighting for a cause

Undated letters

The mystery of the "undated
letters” has been salved.

There was no mystery!

According to President JR, UNP
MP’s were “ready to sign at any
time”. Or so they had told Prime
Minister Premadasa. And these
MPs “on their own gave undated
letters of resignation to the
Secretary-General of Parlia-
ment.”

When Mr. Lakshman Jayakody
checked this recently (25/9) with
the 5.G., Mr. Nihal Seneviratne,
replied the next day. His letter
said “I did not receive any
undated letters of resignation
from any MP during the tenu-
re of the 8th Parliament.”

(i) the increased militarisation of
the culture of violence in our country,
and

(C) toachieve peace and political stabili-
ty and utilise the reduced defence expe-
nditure for rapid economic growth and
national development.”

While moving the Mation, Mr. Moonesi-
nghe proposed an amendment to delete
the word “national” which appeared be-
tween the words “the” and “guestion” in
the notice in paragraph (a). The House
agreed. 45 MP's represeniing all parlies
were named by the Speaker Mr. MH.
Mohammed. It is the biggest commitize
in pariamentary history. :

These were the main issues that eme-
rged from the submissions, proposals and
evidence:

(1} whether the temporarily merged
Morth and East (a provision of the
JR-Gandhi pact) should continue
to be one unit, with special arra-
ngements made to safeguard Mu-
slim interests.

(2) whether North and East should be
made independentunits of devalu-
tion, -

(38) whether North-and-East merger
should conlinue except for the Si-
nhala populated, which could be
annexed to neighbouring (Sinhala
populated) provinces and

(4) whether the unit of devolution
should be the districl (or, implied,
Province)

(5) Whether provincial councils
should be abolished except in the
Morth and East



What were the chief areas of "misunda-
rslanding and mistrust”, The report identi-
fies the following — coelonisation of lands,
law and order, delays in implementing
laws perlaining to devolution.

In the ethnic discourse “internal colo-
nialism"” is a familiar concept. “Merger”
highlights anothar basic idea — “traditio-
nal homeland'. Whese homeland? On
what is the claim based? History, of cou-
rse. But history is always on the maove.
So to which page of the “history book™
does one tum. {The answeris most cases,
is to “that page or chapter” which reinfo-
rces your case). "Law and Order” was
also a vexed gquestion. Of course. It co-
ncems "security”, personal security and
group or collective security. The source
of the anxiety is ethnic character and
professional discipline, If the law-and-o-
rder personnel — the police and the
armed senvices — are drawn exclusively
from ene community (a pary fo the co-
nilict) then the highest standards of profe-
ssional discipline and neutrality, cannot be
presumed. To the Tamils (or any minority
in-situations of high tension) the “neutral”
instrument of a presumably “neutral”
State is never impartial. The allegiances
represented by uniform are rarely as
strong as the primordial loyalties of race.

The IGP told the Committee that under
the 13th amendment a Mational and Provi-
ncial police could ba established.

A majority of the Commitiee accepted
a proposal of Mr. Sinnivasan that each
province, Morth and East, be treated as
“distinct units" of devolution.

Unlike majarity of the Muslims in other
pravinces, the Muslims of the east, speak
Tamil. The representations made by the
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress of Mr. Ashraft
MP, made it clear that he emphasied the
need to safeguard the interests of the
Muslims. Traditionally, the Muslim co-
mmunity certainly the Muslims of the east,
were the least politicised community.

But the 'war' in the east, the fiercest
baftleground, changed all that. Inthe case
of the Muslims, itis perhaps the intematio-
nal rather than the domestic which has
resulted in a heightened self-awareness.
I refer of course to the Islamic resurgence
and the very special allention paid to the
beseiged eastern province Muslims by the
Arab and Islamic diplomalic missions in
Colombo.
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Finally, Mr. K. Sirnivasan M.P. has
wiitten to President Wijetunge to permil
a multi-parly parliamentary delegation to
visit Jafina to negotiate a ceasefire with
the secessionist Tamil ‘tigers’.

However the statements of the Presi-
dent and the Opposition leader together
with the military build-up in the East su-
ggest that this is not the pelitical climate
that is best suited lo such an initiative.

Sirima’s Tougher Line

‘What you can do, | can do better' is
obviously what Mrs. Bandaranaike had in
mind when she said “we would not give
an inch of land to the Eelamists. There
will be no solution to the North-East que-
stion until Prabhakaran is arrested. No-
body, including the government, wanis to
end the Morth-east war. She warned that
it the problem was not solved soon the
Sinhala race would be a minority". A
Sinhala paper reporl, included another
toughly worded rejection of any deal on
separatism and the clear reiteration of
“deal". We cannot concede aninch, of our

motherdand. Mor shall we permit anybody
else to do so. Even India failed to capture
Prabhakaran. Meither this government or
any other wants to end the war". Any final
solution is only possible said the Opposi-
tion leader only it the SLFP is given the
opporiunity.

Thus, Mrs.B. has met President DB
(“there is no ethnic problem only a terrorist
menace") Wielunge's challenge in the
traditional UNP-SLFP contestior Sinhale-
se sentiment and vote.

Urgent appeal

| hereby thank you all with appreciation
for your continued support to my proposal
tabled in front af you.

| have discussed in detail at home and
abroad with most of the concerned people
about the deteriorating situation in Sri
Lanka — politically and economically any
political solution to the national crisis
should be aimed al the complele elimina-
tion of any form of national oppression on
any community in Sri Lanka.

If the Tamils should to give up their fight
for their right of secession the Sinhala
leaders accept a package of measures
that will ensure the protection of the paoliti-
cal, economical and national rights of
Tamil people; and that they are willing to
aliow and facilitate the full implementation
of those measures and o accepl the
reality thal Sr Lanka is a multi-ethnic and
multi-ingual plural society consisting of
Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims and reco-
gnising thatthey have well defined histary
and each ethnic group has a distinct cultu-
ral and lingusticidentity, and also recogni-
sing that the Morthern and the Eastemn
FProvinces have been areas of historical
habitation of Sri Lankan Tamil speaking
peoples, who have at all times hitherto
lived'together in the territory with other
ethnic groups.

When such political wisdom is demo-
nstrated in praclice by Sinhala political
leadersthenthe Tamil people themsealves
may choose not to exercise their right of
SEcession.

Given to the utmost importance to the
political aspiration of the people of North
and East and recognising the unfounded
fear in the minds of the people of South,
taking the day to day suffering of the
people of Morth and East and to stop any
further innocent pecple getting killed, |
have fabled a proposal on the basis of
‘FEDERALISM' as an inevitable alternati-
ve to the Indo-Sn Lanka accord of 28th
July 1987.

| plead the Select Committee to aceept
my proposal on its absoluie composite
and strengthen if necessary so that it will
not only meet the aspiration of the people
of North and East but of all the oppressed
people of Sri Lanka.

Let us first federate Sri Lanka to blo-
ssom into a United Federal Republic of
Sri Lanka which will play a wvital historic
role in the economic and political stability
ofthe South Asian Begion and its commi-
tment to world peace.

K. Sirinivasan MP
JAFFNA



The Middle East Peace Process

John Gooneratne

(A BCIS Seminar paper)

One can identify the following cantral
issues in what came to be called the
Question of Palestine, and the Middie
East issue, and the effors o solve them
through what is referred 15 as the Middle
East Peace process,

(@) Recognition of Israsl:

Though a member of the UN., many
slates, especially the Arab States and its
paolitical allies refused either to recagnise
orto establish diplomatic relations with the
State of Isragel. The preference on the part
of the Arab states for an international
conference under UN auspices to solve
the Middle Easl issue was meant in part
to avoid having to recognise Israel at a
bilateral level. There are still some Arab
States that would not even use the name
Isragl, preferring to refer to it as “the
Zionist Entity". A refusal of ane side to
admitthe equality of the other was freque-
ntly a major obstacle to negotiations.

{(b) Recognition of the Palestine Libe-
ration Organisation (PLQ):

Parallel to the refusal of Arab countries
to recognise the existence of Israel, intum
Israel and the LS. refused to recognise
or deal with the PLO though it was widely
recognised as the representative of the
Palestinian people. Most of the time, the
Israel Government characterised the PLO
as a lerrorist organisation.

The problems of legitimacy and reco-
gnition of the PLO were not with the |srasli
side alone. The Palestinians, scatiered
and living In different Arab countries, had
to depend on the hospitality of the host
countries. It was often hospitality with
strings attached. The strings were in the
form of having to support or being manipu-
lated by the host Arab country in the
different inter-Arab disputes that took pla-
ce. The PLO also had to depend on the
generosity of the richer Arab countries for
financial aid. Preserving Palestinian inte-
rests, and at the same time pleasing a host

A senior Forelgn Service officer, the writer
was Sri Lanka Ambassador in Baghdad,
during the GULF WAR.

of diverse Arab ambitions was a most
difficult exercise for the PLO |leadership.

Recognition of each by the ather was
held as the critical test of the intentions
of each party, and its seriousness in ma-
king peace. On the part of Israel, along
with recognition went the demand that
negotiations be on a bilateral level, whate-
ver the overall auspices be.

{c) Super-Power rivalry and the Cold
War:

The super-power rivalry betwsen
the US and USSR which set in soon
after the end of World War |l, colou-
red the-way several regional conflicts
were seen. Countries in conflict
helped accentuate this distortion by
trying to get the help of one super
power or the other on to their side.
Apart from the stralegic location af
difierent Arab countries, the fact that
this region contained \he larger part
of the pefroleum resources of the
world, helped transfix the Middle
Eastproblemandits solution secure-
Iy to the fluctuating fortunes of the
super-power rivalry in the Cold War.

As a corollary to this, the progress
in the Middle East peace process
also depended on the changesinthe
regional balance of forces laking
place under the umbrella of supe-
r-power rivalry. The balance of farces
in the area comprised not only ele-
ments of military strength but also
that of the strategic resource of petro-
leum.

(d) Different Political Calendars Affe-
cting a Solution to the Middle East
Issue: -

Having a close effect on efforts ta solve
the Palesline guestion and the Middle
Eastissue were the different political cale-
ndars of the counfries involved, and cha-
nging crises that figured on their list of
priorities. Elections in the US. brought in
different administrations that saw the
need to solve the problems of the Middle
East in different scales of priority. Also
events as they occurred like the fall of the
Shah of Iran, the taking of American diplo-

mats hostage in Iran, the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan, the Iran-lrag war, and
most recently the Iragi invasion of Kuwait,
tended totake centre stage, pushing aside
other regional problems. Elections in
Israal brought in different Governments
that either saw merit in holding on o the
occupied territories and toughing it out, or
others that saw merit in negotiating land
for peace. In the Arab countries changes
in Govemment somelimes were acco-
mpanied by changes in policy, sither
emphasising Arab nationalism or conce-
nirating on more immediate national inte-
rests. Calibrating all these forces orinflue-
nces in the search for peace was not an
Eeasy exercise.

One can discern three phases in the
progression of the peace process to date.
The first phase could be taken as the
period upto the October 1973 war and the
Camp David Accords that followed it in
Seplember 1978, and culminating in a
Egypt-lsrael Peace Treaty on 27th March
1978, A second phase could be taken as
the period from 1980 upto the Iragi inva-
sion of Kuwait in August 1990; and the
third phase could be taken as the period
following end of the Gulf War, which also
saw a little prior to it, the end of the Cold
War following the collapse of the Soviet
Unian.

PEACE PROCESS ... UPTO THE CAMP
DAVID ACCORDS

After a prolonged period of demorali-
sing defeals in the Arab confrontation with
Isragl, the military successes scored by
Egypt in the October 1973 war, however
short-lived they may have been, gave a
cerlain confidence to the Egyptian leade-
rship, The waralso showed that Israelwas
not immune to attack from Arab armies,
inspite of the buffer areas they had captu-
red in the June 1967 war. In addition to
the military jolt given to Israel in the Octo-
ber 1973 war, the Arab side was also able
to.show an unusual amount of joint action,
especially in the use of the cil weapon,
There was also a change in the regional
balance of power when Egypt sought a
rapprochement with the United States.

{Continued on page 8)



Armed Conflict at the End of the Cold War

Peter Wallensteen and Karin Axell

(Department of Peace and Confiict Research, Uppsala University)

Predictions for the post-Cold War era
have varied from visions of 2 world in
which war had become obsolefe fo one
racked by ethnic and nationalist viale-
nce. This arlicle reports dala on three
levels of armed conifict for the period
156859-92 and makes a first analysis of
them. So far, neither the most pessimi-
stic nor the most oplimistic predictions
are borne oul. The number of armed
conflicts has increased somewhat, but
this is mainly due to apn increase in
minorarmed conflicts, particwlarly from
1991 to 1992, Wars (involving more than
1000 deaths in a single year) and inter
mediate conflicts show little change
owver time. Analyzed by region Europe
Increasingly has become an arena for
armed conflict while in Ceontral and
South America the number of armed
conflicts was reduced during the four-
year period, In Africa and Asiathere was
little change and {n North America no
armed confiict at all during this period.
The ending of the Cold War has permi-
tted conflicts to reemerge which had
been suppressed rather than resoived.
At the same fime, the end of superpower
rivalry has improved the conditions for
containing and resolving conflicts and
preveniing their escalation. To' dale
thses two forces have kept each other
in check.

1. Introduction

The four years from 1983 to 1992 have
seen momentous change in the global
system. Atthe beginning of 1989 the world
was still divided into twa blocs aligned to
the ftwo dominant superpowers. True,
there had been a few years of detente in
bloc relaﬁuns, and some movemeanl to-
wards conflict resolution could be noted,
e.g. in the Afghanistan, Iran-Irag and Ma-
mibia conflicts. However, the basic stru-
ciure of the global system remained intact,
and armed conflicts as well as the search
for solutions often involved the blocs. By
the end of 1992 this situation had changed
fundamentally. The Soviet Union had —
in a remarkably peaceful way — been
dissolved, to be replaced by fifleen cou-
ntries all facing the arduous task of slale-

3]

-building.! The Warsaw Pact had been
disbanded and Garmany reunited, Sovie-
/Russian troops were in the process of
withdrawing from Eastern and Central
Europe, and US froops were leaving We-
stern Europe. A seemingly stable world
order constructed around two military
poles was replaced by fragmentation. The
USA appeared as the sole global actor,
but the US leadership was uncerain as
to its own future role. Bipolarity seemed
on its way oul, but was not immediately
replaced by unipolarity or multipalarity. If
anything, there was nonpolarity. Conflict
patterns had changed: On the decisio-
n-making agenda were, for instance, co-
nflicls in Somalia, in former Yugoslavia
and in Cambodia, whera the former supe-
rpowers no longer had a simple map for
reading the situation,

#

Was the world now a more secure
place, as the threat ol nuclear war had
subsided? Would war become obsolete
(Mueller, 1989)7 Or was the world a more
insecure place, as the threat of ethnicand
nationalist violence had risen (Mearshei-
mer, 1990)7? Withoutbeing able tolay such
guestions fully to rest, this article presents
data on armed conflicts in 1989-92, and
suggests some possible answers.

Armed Conflicts are contested inco-
mpatibilities which concem gevernment
and/or terntory where the use of armed
force by two parties, of which at least one
is the government of & state, results in at
least 25 battle-related deaths®.

* Armed Conflicts is the mast inclusive
concept used here. To gualify, a conflict
must have resulted in 2t least 25 battle-re-
lated deaths during the year.

We have defined several subsets of
armed confiicts® on the basis of the level
of activity:

Minor Armed Conflicts have resulted
in less than 1000 battle-related deaths
during the course of the confiict.

" Intermediate Conflicts have involved
mare than 1000 battle-related deaths du-
ring the course of the conflict and at least

25 deaths but not 1000 during the particu-
lar year. These are protracted conflicts;
same are stili on an intensive level today,
while others may have peaked earlier, but
remain unsolved and continue to be acti-
ve.

Wars have resulted in more than 1000
battle-related deaths during one particular
year.

Major Armed Conflicts are all armed
conflicts with more than 1000 deaths du-
ring the course of the conflict: i.e. Inferme-
diate Confiicts + Wars.

2. Armed Conflicts and Levét of
Activity

Atotalof 82 armed conflicts were recorded
for the four years., The confiicls were
fought in'60 locations, invalving at least
64 gavernments. More than one third of
allUN membergovernments were directly
involved in at least one armed conflict in
this period. Over 150 opposition organiza-
tions wera engaged militarily. In fact, the
real figure is even higher, since some are
recorded as collechivities. In many cases
{e.g. in Afghanistan and Kashmir) itis very
difficult to distinguish organizations from
each other; in other cases {e.g. in Palesti-
ne, Guatemala and El Salvador) umbrella
organizafions appear as actors.

Of the B2 armed conflicts, 35 were
recorded as wars, resulting in at least
1000 batlle-relaled deaths in a single
year. Although our data are insufficient to
estimate the total number of deaths due
io armed conflicts in this perod, it was
undoubtedly mare than 70 000 in 1992
alone; for the whole period the number of
deaths is likely to run to six digits. What
is reported here is by any gauge a very
high number of conflicts and actors, invo-
lving cansiderable areas and a significant
proporiion of world population. We cannot
but conclude thatthe world has found itself
ata high level of armed action throughout
these four years.

Tahble shows the armed conflicts 1989-92
by year and level of activity. The most
marked shift is for minor armed confiicls,



l.e. armed conflicts which have resulted
in less than 1000 batile-related deaths
during the course of the conflict: In 1992
they showed a clearincrease, Intermedia-
ie armed conflicts — i.e. the more protra-
cled ones — are gradually but slowly
decreasing in number. New conflicts of
this type have emerged, notably Croatia,
classiiied as a war in 1921, but at a low
level of activity during 1992, The number
of wars — armed conflicts resulling in
more than 1000 battle-related deaths in
a single year — has increased slightly, but
not as dramaltically as might be expected
from media coverage. The number of
major armed conflicts, the sum of the two
highest levels of activity, remains virtually
unchanged during this period.

The time-span is short, but significant,
and there are several possible interpreta-
tions. Tha sharp increase in low-intensity
conflicts in 1982 may point inan important
direction for the future. Several of thesa
conflicts, such as the ones in Georgia,
Moldova, Burundi and Miger, are likely to
intensify or to becoma protracted. Neve-
rtheless, the number of wars has been
kept at a lower level — suggesting that
the intemational community has at least
some capacity to contain conflicts, The
number of protracted conflicts testifies,
however, to the inability to find lasting
solutions to well-known conflicts.

Table. Number of Armed Conflicts by
Level of Activity and Year
1989 1330 1991 1992
Minor Armed Conflicts 135161622
Intermediale Armed Conflicts . 14 130 13 12
War 19 19 20 20
All Armed Conllicts 46 48 48 &4

3. Regional Patterns

The regional distribution of the armed
conllicls. We note a clear increase of
armed conflicts in Europe, a region with
virtually no overt military. conflicts during
the Cold War, In 1989 thera were two
conflicts, one new and very brief (Roma-
niaj ‘and one very old and protracted
(Northemn Ireland). Since then new co-
nflicts have been added continuously.
Most other regions show little change,

although there is a tendency in Africa for .

some profracted conflicts to end. Only
Central/South America has a consistent
pattern of declining numbers. Thera wera

no armed conflicts in North America du-

ring this period.

The number of opposition organizations
(mostly non-governmental organizations)
militarily active in the conflicts basically
follows the annual number of conflicts.
There is, however, no great increase in
1892 aver the previous three years corre-
sponding to the increase in confiicts.
Some conflicts with a considerable nu-
mber of actors had by then been termina-
ted (e.g. Lebanon) or brought to a lower
level (Liberia). A large number of new
conflicts had, atleastinitially, relatively few
actors.

4. Armed Conflict and
Incompatibilities

The conflicts have been classified as
to whether they concem government or
territory. This distinction is applied whe-
ther the conflicts are fought between or
within states. In fact, veryfew of the armed
conflicts were ‘classic’ inter-state conilicts.
Only the conflicts Irag-Kuwait, India-Pakl-
stan, Mauritania-Senegaland USA-Pana-
ma pitted two internationally and mutually
recognized states against each other. In
thesa cases the three first concemed
territory and tha fourth one govemment®.
Thus, the bulk of global conflict concerns
what is legally described as internal
issues, rather than international ones. In
the following we disregard this disfinction
due to the low number of inter-state co-
nflicts.

For the full period, 40 of the 82 armed
conflicts — [.e. 49% — concemed gove-
mment. For the individual years, the pe-
rcentage were 54, 44, 54, 46. Thus, inco-
mpatibilities over governmentandterritory
are represented in fairly equal numbers
throughout the period. There is an intere-
sting regional pattern, however: The
shares of temitorial Issues were particula-
rly highin 1992 for Europe (883%) and Asia
(745%), lower for Africa (36%) and the
Middle East (43%) and completely absent
in America. Throughout the perod, Asia
pravided the location for closa to half the
ongoing temitorial armed conflicts. All of
the intra-state territorial conflicts conce-
rmed demands for autonomy or eveninde-
pendence for particular regions. Asia has
had several profracted conflicts of this
nature, notablyin India, Myanmar (Burma)
and Indonesia. In Africa, contrary to popu-
lar belief, such disputes have not been
common, although ethnic identity is ofern
an important factor in African palitics. The
actual break-up of states has been rare,

however, and the most recent exampleof
such-a process — the Independence of
Eritra from Ethiopia — Is often seen as
a special case of decolonization.

5. Beyond the Cold War

This overview has presented some data
on Armed Conflicts in an interesting fou-
r-year period. The number of armed co-
nflicts in general increased — particularly
during 1882, and particularly for minor
amed conflicts. Major amed conflicts
remained frequent, but stable. The most
marked shiftisthal Europe once againhas
become an arena for armed conflict. In
other words, the new era is different from
the Cold War period, but it is not dramali-
cally more violent. Nuclear disarmament
agreements ara in place and some are
beingimplemented. Although nuclear pro-
liferation was feared, thera s yet no evide-
nce that it is actually occuriing. There is,
in other words, little room for nostalgia
about the Cold War pericd which contai-
ned many armed conflicts frequently fue-
lled by the Cold War rivalries. Itis too early
to make a final judgement, however. Tha
only clearly post-Cold War year, 1932,
augurs badly for the future with a sharp
rise in' minor armed conflicts. At the samea
time, however, the number of wars did not
increase. Ingeneral, the data suggestthat
nuclearbipolarity and nuclear non-polarity
are both compatible with a high level of
amed conflict

The most important post-Cold War shift
affects Eurape, Cold War polarization pro-
bably kepta number of conflicts latent and
frozen, pardicularly in Europe. In other
regions the Cold War was, in fact, quite
‘hot’. Thus, the end of the Cold War and
the dissolution of the Soviel empire saw
the re-emergence of conflicts which had
been suppressed, rather than resolved.

This increasa in number of armed co-
nflicts in Europe has not been accompa-
nied by similar increases elsewhera, ho-
wever. This may suggest a pattern of
delinking developments in Europe from
those of other regions. In Central and
South America, the number of armed
conflicts has decreased. In this region
successful processes of conflict resolu-
tion have taken place, notably in Nicara-
gua and El Salvador, creating fragile but
slill less violent conditions. In Africa, solu-
tions have been found, notablyin Westemn
Sahara — but not without setbacks, as
inAngeola. The Third World cases may be
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closely linked historically to the ending of
the Cold War. The SUA and the USSR
ceased o be aclively interested in pu-
rsuing certain Third World conflicts, and
tumed instead to processes of confiict
resolution or disengagement. In some
cases, arms supplies were ended, which
played a role in the downfall of regimes
previously supported by the superpowers,
in Ethiopia—butitmay also have resulled
in the loss of control over some actors,
aswith UNITA In Angola. Seemingly infra-
ctable conflicts, like the one in Lebanon,
have endead.

The basic stability in number of major
armed canflicts in other words, was the
result of two farces operating in different
directions. On the one hand there were
those pursuing a military end to existing
incompatibilities, leading to new conflicts
and, thus, resulting in increasing nu-
mbers. On the other hand there were
those solving on-going conflicts through
negoliations and peace accards, thus bri-
nging down the overall numbers. The
ending of the Cold War had an efiect on
both these sides of the equation, keeping
slable the overall number of armed co-
nflict.

NOTES

1. Othear colonial empires hava also been dissolved in
comparatively peaceful ways, notably tha Befish and
French empires in Asia and Africa, in contrast o the
axparience with tha Czanst Russian and Austro-Hu-
ngarian empires. Such compansons depend, howe-
ver, on ha dating of the process of dissolution. The
Alghanistan war initialed in 197879 may well ba
regarded eventually as the violent beginning of the
end of the Soviet Union

2. For dafnilion and oparationalization sea Heldt, 1982
and Lindgren, 1991, The lower threshold of 25 deaths
was infroduced foincrease the reability ol the coding.

3. Forthe theoretcal basis for emphasisingncompatibi-
lity see Wallensteen, 1581, 1985,

4. The uss of tha leem Arned Conficls departs some-
what from sadior practics in the Uppsala project. In
provious reports (Heldt, 1892; Lindgren, 1891; Walle-
nstean, 1989), conflicts with less than 25 batile-rela-
ted deaths woere also incheded, Major arrmed conficls
a5 used as in several chaplers in the SIPRI Yearbook
(Heddt et al., 1982, 1993; Lindgren ef al., 1983, 1280,
1881; Wison & Wallensteen, 1988} theorstically
inchedes conflicts with less than 25 annual battie-rels-
ted deaths. Infact, this change in the definiticn of major
armed confict has negligible empincal significance
for this period, Changes in relations to proviowshy

reported data on amed conflicts are mainly dua io
the slimination of some of the smaller conficts, and
in some cases they are dus to naw information.

5. All thses conficis have a longer, largely colondal

history, dating to the Otioman, Britsh, Franch znd
US imperial days This legacy afiected lssues of
borders and govemanca. By 1989, however, &l pa-
riies had legally recognized each other.

The Middle East . ..

{Continued from page 5)

Confirming this change of direction of its
policies, in March 1976 Egypt abrogated
the Friendship Treaty it had withthe Soviet
Unien.

The decisive change was Eqgypt's deci-
sion lo deal direct with Israel, shedding
its long-held policy of not having bilateral
contacts with lsrael. On 9th November
1977, President Sadat made the mome-
nlous announcement of his readiness to
visit Jerusalem. Perhaps it was the very
boldness of the announcement that elici-
ted a positive response from |sraeli Prime
Minister Menachem Begin, who was co-
nsidered a hardliner. President Sadat visi-
led Jerusalem on 19th November 1977.
Prime Minister Begin reciprocated with a
visit to Ismailia on 25th December 1977.
The outcomea of the Ismailia Summit was

-a decision to instilule bilateral talks on
political and military questions affecling a
settlement.

When the discussions and negotiations
between Egyplt and Israel gol bogged
down in predictable difficulties, US Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter who had beenin touch
with the two leaders, took the unexpecled
step ofinviting President Sadat and Prime
Minister Begin to meat him, in an attempt
to break the deadlock, at Camp David at
the begining of September 1978.

Following the negotliations at Camp
David with the active mediation of Presi-
dent Carter Prime Minister Begin and
President Sadat signed two documents
which together provided a framewark for
peace in the Middle East. One of these
dealt with the bilateral problems between
Egypt and Israel, which the two leaders
underiook to resolve by concluding a Pea-
ce Treaty providing for an Israsli withdra-
wal from Sinai and the establishment of
normal relations between the two cou-
ntrigs. Though it tock a little langer than
the three month period the Camp David
Accords envisaged, a Peace Treaty was
signed between Egypt and Isragl on 26th
March 1979.

The second document dealt with the

-

guestion of the future of the Weasl Bank
and Gaza, the Palestinian side of the
Middle East question. No progress could
be made in this area of the futura of
Palestine. In the Arab world the agree-
ments were regarded as proof that Presi-
dent Sadat had abandoned the Palesti-
nian cause and his Arab allies in order to
salisfy purely Egyptian interests. Further,
critics of the Accord argued that it was
futile for Egypt to negotiate on behalf of
the Palestinians when the Palestinians
had not been consulted.

Camp David Accord highlighted the
following factors that led to its successful
outcome. The first was the necessity of
direct contact and dialogue with |srael.
Secondly, it also showed the advantage
that the United States held in being able
to mediate an agreement, being the only
super power that was able to conduct
negotiations with both Israel and Egypt.

Though no progress was possible on
the Palestinian part of the Camp David
Accord, the Palestinian cause received
prominence and support from Arab cou-
ntries that were opposed to the Accord.
An Arab Summit that was held in Algeria
in Movember 1973 decided lo accept the
PLO as “the sole legitimate representative
of the Palestinian people”. In September
1974 the U.N. General Assembly decided
to put on the UN Agenda for the first time
“the Palestinian Question”. In Movember
1974 the Chairman of the PLO Yasir
Arafat addressed the UNGA. The FLO
standing in the international arena was
further enhanced when in Movember
1985 the UN General Assembly adopted
three resolutions conceming Palestine.
The first established a 20-nation Commi-
tiee to work out plans for the implementa-
tion of the Palestinian right "to seli-dele-
rmination and national independence";
the second invited the PLO to take pard
in all future UN debates on the Middle
East; and the third denounced zionism as
“a form of racism and racial discrimina-
tion™.

Next: The Empty Years



Cambodia : Polls, Human Rights and NGO’s

Jeevan Thiagarajah

{Coordinator, Cambodian H.R. Task Force)

n October 23rd, 1991, -four

Cambodian parties signed an Agree-
mentin Paris on a comprehensive political
setllement of the Cambodian conflict, the
aim of which is to, to restore and maintain
peace in Cambodia and to promaole and
ensure the exercise of the right of self-de-
termination of the Cambodian people
through free and fair elections. The Paris
Agreement formally ended the inlernatio-
nal and domeslicarmed conflict which had
affected the country since 19749,

As set out by the mandate flowing from
the Paris Accord, UNTAC (United Mations
Transitional Authority of Cambodia) co-
nducted an election from 23rd to 28th May,
1993 to elect members for a constituent
Assembly. Eleclions were held in all 21
provinces of Cambadia. From 23rd lo 25th
of May, 1,400 large, medium and small
fixed polling stations were operated in
addilion lo 200 mobile leams in remote
areas pursuant to which the FUNEINFEC
party won 1,824,188 voles or 45.47 per
cenl of the votes to CPP's, 1,533,471
voies or 38.23 per cent. The BLBP party
won 152,764 voles or 3.81 per cent of
voles cast. The number of seats won in
the consliluent Assembly was 58 for FU-
NCINPEC, 51 for CFP, 10 for ELDP and
1 for MOLINAKA,

General Assessment

In assessing changes in the human
rights situation since UNTAC's arrival one
year ago, it is difficult often to distinguish
between the impact of UNTAC's human
rights activities per se, on the one hand,
and the impact of the peace process jtself,
including the mere presence of a large
inlemational peacekeeping operation.
The cessation of major armed hostilities,
with few exceptions, following the signing
of the Paris Peace Agreements, alone
constitutes the single most important
improvement in human rights, The abse-
nce of war has permitied greater econo-
miic activity and has allowed a much larger
portion of the population to live free of
forced conscription, generzlized violence
and displacement.

There exists very visibly much broader
economic and social freedom throughout
the country. The lifting of many restraints
on private enterprise have allowed an
improvement in the economic well being
of at least some segments of society,
mainly in urban areas. The unprecede-
nted growlh of contacts with foreigners
and the huge increase in the availability
of new infarmation and ideas, in the form
of foreign publications and teaching, have

worked to undermine to some degree the
social controls which previously existad.
Aclive popular patronage and padicipa-
tionin religious activilies have re-emerged
afler long suppression. Altemative polili-
cal parties and human rights organiza-
tions have cpened offices across S0OC
administered areas and have collectively
gained hundreds of thousands of me-
mbers.

Cambodian political and civil society
has hesitalingly and tenuously begun a
process aof re-eslablishment, many
aspects of which are even now perhaps
irreversible while olhers may still be conti-
ngent upon the degree of international
attention and protection present during
this transitional period.

Juxtaposed to this lberalization, howe-
ver, there remains a number of very se-
rious human rights concems which bring
into question the viability of a full democra-
lic process. The single most important
challenge facing the long term protection
of human rights is the highly militarized
state of Cambaodian society and the rela-
ted absence of any rule of law or civil
accounlability... Energetic attempls fo
promote human rights in the absence of
legilimate state authority and judicial stru-
clures run the serious risk of promoting,
or being seen o promote, anarchy.

Ethnic hatred, principally against pe-
rsons of Vielnamese descent, whether
immigranis or bom In Cambodia, has
resulted in mounting civilian casuallies.
The potential for viclent unrest from this
explosive issue is clearly present, with
serious repercussions for both the electo-
ral process and for regional stakility. Gra-
wing and violent racism could easily unde-
rmine all other progress in the area of
human rights and requires the closest
attention and condemnation by the inte-
rnational community, Although the PDK
are directly responsible for recent violent
aftacks against ethnic Vietnamese co-
mmunities, other Cambodian parties as
well have encouraged ethnic hatred, in
part for political gain.

While Cambodian political society has
begun lo re-emerge, mainly in the form
of various contending political parties,
over the past year, severe political repre-
ssion still holds that political society largely
in check. Surveillance, intimidation, arbi-
trary arrest and detention as well as some
instances of torture and summary and
arbitrary executions continue in areas co-
ntrolled by all four Cambodian parlies.
These repressive practices by Cambo-

{The writer works for LC.E.S. Colombo)

dian security forces and party officials
reflect an absence of any rule of law and
call into question the long term viability of
demacratic institutions in Cambaodia.

Together with social and economiclibe-
ralization has come a varety of social and
economicillswhich effectthe fundamental
rights of Cambedian citizens. Rising inco-
me disparilies, particularly between urban
and rural populations is readily apparent.
The breakdown of already minimal social
senvices in the wake of declining state
revenues has meantthatmany vulnerable
groups in society, in paricular, are not
having their basic needs met. There is as
well as a rise in related social problems
such as child labour and urban erime. The
lack of support for basic economic and
social rights is a major destablizing force,
which also undermines political efforls
towards democratic government.

Buddhism has historically been an
important source of social authority in
Cambodia and the basis for many ethical
supportive of respect for human rights,
Though the Buddhist erder of monks or
Sangha have made significant steps fo-
rward in reasserting their traditional role
in Cambodian society, restrictions on reli-
gious freedom remain, All factions conti-
nue to intervene in the religious activities
of individual and lo exercise undue influe-
nce over the Sangha through attempts at
political indoctrination and the appoi-
ntment of 1he ecclesiastical hierarchy.

Finally, as a result of UNTAC's inability
to access areas controlled by the PDK,
no human rights activities for people in
those areas have been possible. Given
the history of PDK policies and its current
non-cooperation with the peace process,
it must be assumed that no political free-
dom is tolerated and that fundamental
viclations of basic human rights conlinues
unchecked for the approximately ten pe-
rcent of the population living in that zone.
The increased mass killing of Cambo-
dians of Vietnamese descent by NADK
unils has raised again the question of a
possible return to the “Policies and practi-
ces of the past” in Cambodia, and is a
major destabilizing factor as well as a
grave human rights violation.

Accessions to International Human
Rights Instruments

The signing of seven majorinternational
human rights instruments by the Supreme
Mational Council of Cambodia (SNC) has
given the UNTAC Human Rights Compo-
nent a useful starting point and an averall
legal framework for its activities. The
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importance of accession to these instru-
ments also lies in the fact that they come
at a time of potentially radical political
changes, where they may critically assist
in the setting up of a new constitutional
political system and Cambodia’s reinte-
gration into the world community.

UNTAC has presented the SNC with
seven intemational human rights instru-
ments. Members of the SNC signed the
International Covenants on Civil and Poli-
tical Rights and on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights on 20 April 1992, On Se-
ptember 20, 1992 the SNC accededtothe
following five intermational human rights
instruments: The Convention against To-
riure and Other Forms of Cruel, Inhuman
and Degrading Treatment or Punishment;
the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women;
the Convention on the Rights of the Child;
the Convention relating 1o the Status of
Refugees and its Protocol.

Cambodian Human Rights Groups
ADHOC
1. Background

ADHOC was established in July 1992
and now has a membership of 24,000 of
whom 100 are classified as “aclive ma-
mbers", i.e., those who camy oul recrui-
ting, conduct training and other aclivilies,
and staff offices. Its head office is in
Phnom Penh, and it has active branches
in 18 other provinces. To date, the asso-
ciation has concentrated on training me-
mbers to be human rights educatars, and
on publishing a magazine and other edu-
cational materials.

2. Areas of Work -

ADHOC has been conducting internal
discussions to clarify its future goals, and
is now poised to launch into an extended
range of aclivities. These include:

Election Monitoring: 70 ADHOC me-
mbers have paricipated in the Taskfo-
rce training and will act as monitors
during the pre-election peried and poll
week. Using the knowledge gained
from this training, ADHOC is in the
process of organizing a course for its
provincial officers so that they too can
act as monilors in their regions.
ADHOC aims to mobilize 1400 moni-
tors throughout Cambodia for the one
week voling period, and plans o make
public reporls onits assessment of the
election process and resulls,

Civic Education: ADHOC is continuing
itz human rights education program in
both Phnom Penh and the provinces.
During the pre-election period, these
classes have been adapted to include
information on the electoral law and
voting procedures. To date, ADHOC
has conducted approximately 60 cou-
rses in 16 provinces with over 3000
participants. ADHOC is confident of its
abilities to continue o do this educative
woark effectively, if it can muster the
financial resources for its program. It
has agp[ied for assistance to the
UNTAC Trust Fund.

Constitutional Work: ADHOC intends
to participate in the process of drafting
a new Constitution. It has begun o

“clarify its views by parficipating in a

workshop with Raoul Jenner (a me-
mber of the UNTAC Constitutional
Advisory Group) on a draft Bill of Rights
and by attending a workshop on the
independence of the judiciary. The
ADHOC representatives agree thatthe
Constilution should embody and
address popular aspirations; but note

that, in a siluation where there is no

civic society and where there has been

20 years of isolation, it is difficult to
generate  meaningful discussion
among ordinary people about their
economic, political and social desires
orneeds. They suggest thatinternatio-
nal NGOs may be able to assist with
the development of innovative sirate-
gies to assist in discovering and articu-
lating people's aspirations for theirfutu-
re. They noted that one of ADHOC's
long-term _plan is to establish a re-
search cenlre.

Legal Reform System: ADHOC plans
o monitor and evaluate the perdorma-
nce of the government and opposilion
parties in the post-election period. It
noted ils particular interest in ensuring
the legitimation of customary lawin the
new legal system. Some ADHOC me-
mbers are also being trained as defe-
nders in the courses currenily baing
run by the Human Rights Componant.

Other Areas of Work: The ADHOC
representatives spoke of the need for
human rights associations to develop
initiatives which improve the lives of
ordinary peopleina concrete way. This
necessity derives not only from the
imperative of implementing human
rights rather than just talking about
them; but also from the associations
need to build up their credibility and
support base. Forits part, ADHOC has
been chosen two fields for this conere-
le work:

-

educational rights, to
access to schooling; and

improve

* consumer rights, to protect the
most vulnerable from deception
and fraud,

Nexi: General Concerns
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Ruralisation of the UNP:
populism or authoritarianism ?

Mick Moore

Introduction

The results of the 1993 Provincial Cou-
ncil elections attracted attention in part
because the UNP (in aliiance with the
CWC) did relatively well in the more rural
districts. The extent of this association is
actually very striking. As is evident from
columns (b) and (i) of Table 1, there was,
on a district basis, a marked positive
association between the proportion of the
vote obtained by the UNP/CWC and 1he
proportion of the employed population
working in agriculture. This association is
statistically very significant (see below).
Discussion of the significance of this shift
in the UMP's electoral base may be mu-
ddied by the fact that, as always, the UNF
also did extremely well in Colombo, taking
all seats within the Municipal boundaries.
The UNP maintained its ‘traditional’ Colo-
mbo base, but, outside Colombo, became
assoctated with rurality, agriculture, and
physical remoteness from Colomba.

Two main explanations were put fo-
rward at the time. One is the increasing
voting strength of the Indian Tamil popula-
tion because of re-enfranchisement, and
the closeness of the alliance of the CWC
with the UNP. This is undoubtedly valid,
although there remains a question about
why the estate population remained so
loyal to the CWC (see below). The CWC
voteis significant onlyin Nuwara Eliyaand
Badulla districts. Yet the ‘ruralisation’ of
the UNP has also occumed elsewhere.
The second and maore popular explana-
tionisthe populism, and alleged popularity
in rural areas, ofthe late President Prema-
dasa, who was assassinated a few days
before the polls. There is a great deal of
plausibity in that argument. Janasaviya,
Gam Udawa, the Mobile Presidential Se-
cretarial, the 300 garment factory progra-
mme — as well as Premadasa’s increasi-
ngly open attacks on the urban, upper
class and Goigama, political, administrati-
ve, social and business establishment —
are all cited in support.

One minor worry about the ‘Premada-
sa-populist’ interpretation of the ruralisa-
tion of the UNP is that there is little evide-
nce that Premadasa was indeed popular
inthe rural areas. Thereishoweveramaore
tangible objection: the ruralisation of the
UMP vote is not a recent phenomeanon,

but a long term process that has been -

underway at least since 1982, when the
UNP leader and President was J.R. Jaya-

wardene, an urban ‘pafrician’. | argue

here, on the basis of statistical evidence
on voling patterns since 1970, that this
ruralisation is probably litlle affected by
personal factors such as the style of the
political leadership, but actually reflects
the increasing institutionalisation of the
UNP as the ruling party controlling the
state apparatus. Voters in the more rural
districts have become refiably UNFP/CWC
supporters not because of enthusiasm for
the parly, butbecausethey are vulnerable
to pressures from the local party cadres
to go tothe polls, andtovote asinstructed.
Conversely, the opposition parties have
greater capacity to resist the UNP/CWOC
machine in the less agricultural rural di-
stricts, where there ara allernative bases
for political organisation, a tradition of ‘left
voting, easier access to Colombo and, in
general, a greater capacily to resist the
ruling party/state machine.

Before presenting the stalistical results,
| need to explain what statistics | have
used, and how.

The data base

Sri Lanka has held a wide variety of
elections over the past two decades: for
Parliament, the Presidency, Provincial
Councils, and local government bodies;
and a Referandum in 1982 to extend the
life of the existing Parliament. Indeed, it
is an indicator of the shrinking democratic
companentofthe polity thatregular pariia-
mentary elections have been replaced by
a variety of alternative contests whose
timing and sequencing is decided by the
political leadership to maximise their own
chances of success. Some elections have
been marked by considerable intimida-
tion. The 1988 Provincial Council ele-
ctions were boycotted by the SLFP. Some
elections have not been held in the No-
rhem and Easlem Provinces, paris of
which remain under the control of the
LTTE, and parts subject to continual
armed conflict and massive population
displacement. Other than the UNP, diffe-
rent parties and alliances have entered
different conlests. How can one find suffi-
cient stability to undertake meaningful
statistical analysis of the resultsintheface
of all these problems? my procedure has
been as follows:

1) Ihave narrowedthe boundaries ofthe
polity | have studied to exclude the MNo-
rthem and Eastern Provinces. Allthe data

(Dr. Moore teaches at Sussex University)

below relate to the other seven (‘mai-
nstream’) provinces. (comprising: seve-
nteen districts), which accounted for 87%
ofthe 1981 population. There is a justifica-
tion for this procedure beyond simple
necessity. | have effectively excluded the
areas dominated by Sr Lanka Tamils.
Here, a separate pattern of party compeati-
tion has prevailed since the inception of
the party system. Inthe seven mainstream
provinces, the various ethnic minorities
have mainly been incorporated into the
Sinhalese-dominated two-bloc pattern of
the LUMP versus the SLFP and allies. By
contrast, although the UNP has been a
significant electoral actor in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces, especially the
latter Province and especially in earlier
years, the dominant axis of political co-
mpetition there has been between distinct
Tamil parties. The pattern of political co-
mpetitioninthe mainstream provinces has
in fact been litlle affected by the removal
of the two mainly Tamil provinces from the
glectoral arena in recent years. It follows
that the data used hera relate 1o a popula-
tion that is predominantly Sinhalese —in
1881, B84% Sinhalese, 6% Indian Tamil,
5% Sri Lanka Moor, 4% Sri Lanka Tamil,
and 1% 'other’.

2) | have analysed the data only for
those elections which were (a) contested
both by the UNP and the SLEP and, more
imporiantly, where the voting itself was
reasonably free and fair. | have notinclu-
ded the April 1988 Provincial Council
elections, which were notcontested by the
SLFP and were adversely affected by the
JVP's attempts to enforce a boycott of the
polls. More importantly, | have excluded
the Presidential election of December
1988 and the Parliamentary elections of
February 1989, because of the impossibi-
lity of sorting out the effects on voling of
the JVP and the other kinds of violence
and intimidation which took place under
the cover of the JVP.

Data for six national elections are inclu-
ded in this analysis: the 1970 and 1877
Pariamentary elections; the first Preside-
nlial elections, held in October 1982, after
the adoption of a new constitution and an
Executive Presidencyin 1978; the Hefere-
ndum held in December 1982 to validate
the President's decision to extend the life
of the 1977 Pariament by a further six
years; local govemment elections of May
1891, after the JVP had been decimated
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and relative peace had retumned to the
mainstream provinces; and the Provincial
Council elections of May 1993. Some
obsenvers may question whether the Be-
ferendum should be in this list. There was
no doubt, by previous standards, a great
deal of intimidation by the regime.’ Levels
of voter paricipation also dipped conside-
rably compared to the Presidential ele-
clions held a few weeks previously (see
Table 4). | stick to the view, formed by
analysing the resulls at the time,? that this
intimidation did not substantially affect the
districtwise pattern of results, although it
certainly helped produce the overall resull
that the UNP government wanted. The
main reason to include the results of the
1882 Referendum in the analysis is that,
as will become clear below, the intimida-
tion employed by the regime brought
about a sudden shift to a new pattern of
electoral support for the ruling UNP which
has since been consolidated.

While the six elections included in the
analysis were different in form, they in all
cases involved a clear contest between
the UNP on the one side and the SLFP
and other mainly-Sinhalese parties on the
other, and were conlested in all arenas
within the seven mainstream provinces.?

3) While the UNP has become the domi-
nant parly in Sri Lanka in terms of size,
organisation and electoral success, it has
never contested any election without
some kind of alliance or understanding
with one or more smaller parties. Since
this relationship has sometimes been
close and sustained, queslions arise
about defining the boundaries of the UNP
for statistical purposes. | have made three
decisions:

(a) The analysis has not been exte-
nded back further than 1970. Thisislarge-
Iy because, at the 1965 general eleclions,
the UNP had an electoral understanding
with the Sri Lanka Freedom Socialist Party
{SLFSP). This was formed the personal
and caste network of C.P. de Silva after
he defected from the SLFFP government
and brought it down in December 1964,
The SLFSP was a sufficiently strong ele-
ctoral force in a small number of districts
in 1965 to muddy the walers about the
boundaries of the UNP.

(b) The MEP, was also allied to the
UNP in1965 and1970. | have notincluded
its tiny voting strength — less than 134 of
votes cast — in the figures for the UNF
in 1970 on the grounds that this was a
personalffamily vote for Phillip Gunawa-
rdena and his successors.

{c) Most importantly, | have included
the CWCin the UNR throughout the period
covered here. The CWC did not contest
the 1970 general elections. It contested
and won one seat in 1977, in de faclo but
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undeclared alliance with the UNP. lis
leader entered the govemment and has
been a Minister ever since. The CWC has
supportedthe UNP strongly and has since
beenin close electoral alliance.* In retum,
an increasing number of Indian Tamils
have been awarded citizenship and thus
voting rights. The CWC has become a
significant electoral force in'the two ve

rural districts: Nuwara Eliya and Badulla.
Its inclusion within the boundaries of the
UNP isimportantto the conclusions of this
paperinways thatwill be explained below.

To summarise, the statistes below inco-
rporate the following procedures and defi-
nitlons:

(i) Theterm ‘UNP vote' refars tothe
combined UNF and the CWEC vote.

{ii) Unlessotherwise stated, alldata
refer only to the seven mainstream Pravi-
nces, excluding the Nerthern and Eastern
Provinces.

(i) Totals of votes refer to valid
votes only.

(iv) The 1970 and 1977 voting stati-
slics have been adjusted to allow for the
existence of a few multi-member electora-
tes in which individual voters could cast
two or three votes,

{To be cantinued)

The Scholars Tale
Part V

Count down computed on Programme

Our Hero claimed he conceived no Pogrom
This horror, he said later, was spontaneous
Though his computer Virus proved contagious

Futhermare the frameiworlc mythology
{llicitly distilled from History

Had gone down as polent potions
Inebriating the Elite with Aryan notions

This glamourous ethnic aura
Extended into a religious diaspora
On a geographically slanted version
Of a Maha Pari Nibbane Sermon

So our Hero's programme locked in

To a Timeless Universal Doctrine

On the primiture mythological interface
Of an allegedly Chosen Race

The programme carefully picked up
The ex.Colonial elites mixed up
Misgivings on Universal franchise
And free Education for the plain giuys

The computer analysed the contradiction

Between the Don Carayas and the Kandyan Kingdom
Betiveen the Shop-lceepers National Revival

And Northern serfdoms survival

Background noise from the Microchips
Signalled Cholan invasion and intrigue
Memory-siored for feeding the Facists
With their Indian Expansionist Thesis

His Equation thus primed with its load
Of all variables in their triggered mode
Race and Religion researched into Night
Lit slow, twisted, fuses to dynamite
While Hi-Tech fingerprinted genes
Estranged even Siamese twins

But his Virus' most virulent mutation
Brought the prodding hallucination
That the Aryan monopoly of Power

Was challenged, impotent, and sour.

{Conid...}

U. Karunatilake




THE J.R. YEARS — (11)

The July 1980 strike

Arden

ithin the first two years of the

LLN.P. government, inflation had
made heavy inrcads into the living sta-
ndards of the fixed-income earners, mai-
nly public servants. The Joint Trade Union
Action Committee called a convention of
public semvice frade union delegates,
which was held in Colombo on B and 9
March 1980. Neary 4000 attended. ltwas
decided to ask the government fora wage
increase of Hs. 300 a month (less than
20 U.S.% at the rate then prevailing). This
demand was communicated to the gove-
mment but no reply was received; the
government offered no dialogue. The
J.T.U.A.C. decided to call a day of protest
on 5 June with a half-day strike.

The president called a gathering of the
U.M.P. trade union, the Jatika Sevaka
Sangamaya (J.5.5.) and said that the
J.T.U.A.C.was planning to disrupt a pogu-
larly elected government and invited the
J.5.5. to observe 5 June as a day of
cooperation with the government by sta-
ging a counter-protest. This was a foolish
and provocative decision which openly
invited confrontation and violence and, in
fact, ended tragically with the death of a
trade unionist, D. Somapala.

A month passed. Then on 5 July 12
railway workers at the Halmalana wo-
rkshop were interdicted in connection with
some incidents that were alleged to have
taken place on 5 June. There was not any
similar action taken at any other gove-
rnment office or workplace where workers
had struck. The railway unions attempted
a dialogue with the management but wi-
thout result; the management refused to
discuss the interdictions. On 7 July the
workers at the workshop struck work de-
manding the reinstatement of the interdi-
cted workers and a wage increase of Rs.
300 per manth, On 11 Julythe J.T.U.A.C.
met and decided to call a general strike.
On 14 July it informed the president that
its member unions would go on strike on
18 July.

Neither the president nor the Labour
Minister, even at this late stage, offered

to discuss the issues with the L T.U.A.C.
The govemment's response was to intro-
duce, on 16 July, emergency regulations
under the Public Security Ordinance de-
claring practically all services, both public
and private, as “essential services" and
that all strikers in such services would ba
considered to have vacated their posts.

On 18 July the strike began. A meeting
the J.T.U.A.C. had called for that day at
Hyde Park was banned by the gove-
rmment; instead, the prasident held a pu-
blic meeting on that day and announced
that all strikers had lost their jobs and
would not be permitted to return to work.
This resulted in more unions walking out,

The strike was crushed

The govemment announced that
40,000 workers had lost theirjobs. (Trade
union sources claimed the figure was
between 80 and 100 thousand). Some of
the =sirikers were eventually taken back.
Intypical Jayewardene style each minister
was parmitted 1o make his own rules for
the re-employment of sacked workers in
his own ministry, thus ensuring that diffe-
rent ministers adopted different criteria.
Thousands remained sacked, This disa-
strous strike resulted in a large number
of workers who lost their jobs committing
suicide.

The way a simple demand for a wage
increase, to meet hardships caused by
inflation, was allowed to escalate to these
praportions without the least effort by the
government to talk to the unions is difficult
to understand unless it was a showdown
deliberately engineered by govemment
with the intention of inflicting a crushing
retaliation that would inhibit trade union
activity for years to come; certainly that
was the way it worked out,

It was the colonial government that
gave stalutory recognition to the right of
workers to form trade unions, and provi-
ded for their registration. A registered
trade union had the right to call a strike

-andworkers who responded to such acall

were within their legal right. (The Trade
Union Ordinance of 1935).

The Civil Rights Movement pointed out
that even during the war, when under the
Defence Regulations, the colonial gove-
rnment banned strikes and lockouts in
essential services, the order of the gove-
rmor provided tribunals for the settlement
of disputes. (Order made by the governor
on 18 March 1942).

The Industrial Disputes Act of 1851
provided machinery for the seltlement of
industrial disputes but section 49 of that
Act expressly excluded waorkmen emplo-
yed in the service of govemment and so
the conciliation machinery of the Industrial
Disputes Act is not available to gove-
rmment warkers.

In 1979 the U.N.P. government of Jaye-
wardene passad the Essential Public Se-
rvices Act under which the president was
empowered to declare any service rende-
red by govemment depariments, public
corporations and local bodies “essential
services”, A whole variety of punishments
was provided for offences under the act
including imprisonment up to 5 years,
confiscation of property and, in the case
of an offender who belonged to any profe-
ssion, cancellation of his registration to
practise that profession. No provision was
made forany altermnative remedy which tha
public service worker could seek instead
of a strike.

During the 1972 bank clerks' strike
Finance Minister N.M. Perera sacked
2 644 clerks employed in state banks;
President Jayewardene's response tothe
1980 sirike was equally ruthless but on
a much larger scale, involving the dismi-
ssal of (according to the government's
own figures) 40,000 workers.

Jayswardene likes to call himself a
trade union leader; but he approves of
trade union activity only when he is in the
opposition; when he is in the government
he abhors it. When the 7,000-strong Pu-
blic Services Murses Union went on strike
on 17 March 1986 he refused to meet the
spokesman of the union, Muruttettuwe
Ananda Thero, a Buddhist monk. Jayewa-
rdene claimed that a Buddhist monk had
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no business to be heading anurses' union
because it was a violation of what the
Buddha preached about “the relationship
that should exist beiween the Maha
Sangha and women". Ha proscribed the
union, (The Weekend 23 March 19886).
President Jayewardene is a Buddhist; Sri
Lanka is a secular state,

Al the Electricity Board's celebrations
heldon 5 April, the president said: “Peopla
are striking and demanding higher sala-
ries in the South while in the North and
the East soldiers are dying for the
country’s sake. Peaple in the South did
not seem lo realise this is not a time of
peace in the country”. {Sunday Observer
6 April 1986). This would have gone down
big with Lankans who are an emotional
people had not the Weekend, a papernot
controlled by the govemment, on the
same day, carried the following:

“A brand new fleet of luxury Mercedes
Benz limousines will be acquired by the
government for use by politicos and
visiting V.I.P.'s, Atleastfive are onorder
and one for use by a vary important
politician has just been landed and
cleared. This 4.2 litre model, regarded
as one of the most luxurous, costs
around five million rupees and has 60
exlra factory-fitted accessories which
ara considerad optional. It has also
air-conditioning, power steering, power
shutters, electrically adjusted rear
seats, and curtaining on windows,

Angther four Benz 200s have been
ordered. One will go to a pelitico and
the other three to the V.LP. car pool.
Last year the government ordered 16
Mercedes Benz cars; five of them werg
380s, eight 2805 and the others 300s.
Amongthe cars orderedis a fully bullet-
procf Benz 500 which is custom-built,
buthas been sentto England for special
modifications.

The car weighing more than 4.5 tons
will, however, not carry the agents' gua-
rantee due to the special modifications.

Another prominent paolitician who acqui-
red aluxury Benz last week complained
that his cassette player malfunctioned;
the agent used D.H.L. courier service
to fly down a factary fitted Becker radio
and cassette set within three days, as
areplacement, at a cost of Bs. 40,000

{To be Conlinued)
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Cricket Chauvinism

D. A. de Silva

(Former Sri Lankan Ambassador Algle de Silva takes his gloves off)

The August issue of the *Cricketer”
magazine carried the bad news. Australia
had called off Sri Lanka's planned tour
becausa they preferred to enterain the
South Africans later this year. The West
Indies have cancelled two of their three
planned Tests in Movember so that they
can participate in a skx-nation taumament
in India. Like some victim of a breach of
promisa suit, Sri Lanka is to ba paid £
24000 as compensation by Australia. The
West Indies, presumably, think we should
be satisfied with the one night stand.

Sport follows the money these days and
cricket is no exceplion. Although Sri La-
nkans are the most knowledgeable and
enthtisiastic of cricket fans our markat is
too small to offer the rewards which come
from bigger crowds and richer sponso-
rship. Nar, maost imporantly, do we have
the large immigrant communities which
India, Pakistan and the West Indies hava
in England and which guarantee a full
house most of the time. As a resull, we
suffer for reasons unconected wilth the
quality of aur cricketers' performance,

If that were all, we can only grin and
bear it. But too often we are the targets
of unwarranted slight or criticism; and that
is unacceptable. Forget for a moment the
brouha-ha over the umpiring in the rece-
nily concluded series with India. The
Indians are chronic complainersand thair
protestations have the same credibility as
their ‘holier than thou' forelgn palicy posi-
tions. However | was saddened by the
news that the South Africans had asked
for neutral umpires and a video of the
bowling actions of our two spinners, Mura-
litharan and Warnaweera,

|was a great fan of South African cricket
before it was banned from the internatio-
nal scene. Long before the emergence of
Mike Procter and the Pollock brothers,
men like Dudley Mourse; Jock Cameron
and Hugh Tayfield would compete for
placesinmy world elevens, South African
cricketers, | would reason, were spo-
rismen in the sense that their rugby pla-
yers wera not — which explained why
there were so many Boers (and, by defini-
tion, white supremacists) in their rugger
sides and so few in their cricket elevens.

Mow South Africa, alas, joins all the
other cricketing nations in the black list of
thosa who have sought to denigrate Sri
Lankan crickel. That list is long and gro-
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wing and among them are individuals who
are living legends in their own countries.
Take Imran Khan, for instance. He was
one of the early qualifiers. Cricketers are
free to criticise our umplires and we have
heard plenty of that in recent times. But
they are not free 1o go to such extremes,
as Imran did in his autobioraphy, and say:
"I hale to play in Sr Lanka”. One would
think Pakistani umpires are paragons of
virtue. My memony goes backtothe drawn
out draws between India and Pakistan in
the fifties and the crifical role which urnpi-
ring played in those deathless encou-
nters. In more recent times, of course,
tEIq'IErE has bean the redoubtable Shakoor
dng.

To gat back to Imran. The only way |
could get back at him was fo wish him the
best of bad luck thereafter. That wasn't
always easy when one happened to be
present while Imran was playing. | was at
Lord’s in 1983 when he appeared in the
game lo commemorate MMC's Bi-cente-
nnial. It could have been his last appeara-
nce at Lord's and | refrained from praying
that he go for a duck. To be honest, | did
want to be entertained by his stroke ma-
King too. So | compromised as MNeville
Cardus did when the old enemy in the
shape of some brilliant Australian ba-
tsman arrived at the crease. "Dear Lord",
Cardus would pray, “let him get 50 but
no more, please”, As it happened, Imran
scored some 80 odd runs so | got my
stroke play but the satisfaction too of
seeing him dismissed short of a century.
Alas, he gave me no futher cause for
pleasure and it was with decidedly mixed
feelings that | reacted ta his leading Paki-
stan to victory in the World Cup of 1991,

Another icon to make my black list was
the great Australian cricketerand comme-
ntator — Richie Benaud. His was an error
of omission — and a very grave one
indeed. One of the bravest centuries ever
made on a first Test appearance at Lord's
was Sidath Wettimuny's 190 in 1984,
Hardly had he arrived at the crease with
Amal Silva to open Sri Lanka's innings
when a crowd of (shall we say sub-conti-
nental) demonstrators invaded the field,
They were duly expelled but took up
residence on the sireet and proceeded to
taunt our batsmean with cries of "Come on,
Botham, bowl them out”. The experience
would have unseitled the most experie-
nced of Test batsmen — but not our

heroes. (To be Continued)



PERSONAL VIEW

Keeping the Puritan at Bay

Chanaka Amaratunga

The Puritan hated bear-baiting not
because it gave pain to the bear, but
because [t gave pleasure to the
specialors.

Lord Macaulay

I think it Is more than a figment of my
imagination that in recent times we have
witnessad an increase of the attitude that
it is in the interest of s all that we should
be prevented from seeing, or knowing or
doing several things which are ‘decidedly
unwholesome'. The decision as to what
is unwholesome, as to what we must be
denied and the authority to enforce such
denial is, of course, in the estimation of
those who feel so, best left to them. As
tothe numerical strength of these persons
deeply concemed with the public virtue,
| cannot vouch safe an answer. But1 have
no hesitation in saying that such conside-
rations do not trouble them Morality is,
afterall a matier of superior judgement.
The way to heaven is not by the adhere-
nce to an opinion pelll These persons,
wholzhall describe as moralists, investing
in that word all the subtleties of which it
is capable, are quite content that if need
be, the few shallto only prescribe but also
enforce, on the many, the sort of life which
they are fit to live.

Lest it be misunderstood that what co-
ncems me here is the enforcement of
popular morality by means of the notion
of majority rule, let me make a disclaimer
at once.

My objection to the maoralists is not en
the basis that their standards of what is
fitting for 2 human being to do are not
widely accepted. On the contrary there
must be some cceasions on which such
standards are indeed widely accepted. My
assertion that it is of litlle consequence
whether the attributes of a particular life
style are popular or unpopular. My obje-
ction to the moralists is based on the
principle that as long as the libery of
anyone is not being interferred with, a

person should be atliberty to do what that
person wishes to do.

It seems to me that two highly unwhole-
some characteristics animale the mara-
lists. One is that they feel that that which
they consider to be wrong, should not be
permitted to anyone else. This, in my view,
thoroughly misguided, zeal comes pro-
claimed, and all the faith has been decla-
red, and all the edicts of all the Gods have
been invoked, we must unless we have
abandoned all human reason recognize
that we believe something to be right
because we believe that something to be
right. We may believe thatitis right becau-
se the Buddha or Jesus Christ or Moses
or the Prophet Mohammed, or Zoroaster
or Confucius or the Grand Panjandram
said so, but it becomes right for us becau-
se We believe that what said is right. Tha
ultimate is that of human subjectivity.

Why then this compulsive desire to
force other people to be good in accorda-
nce with our own lights? Are we blind to
the most obvious fact that human history
has displayed before us, that disagree-
ment on valies, on what conslitutes, the
good, the desirable, the pleasurable life,
is essential to the human condition. How
silly, how absurd, how arragantto demand
that a man be killed because he thinks
lo be a fraud a man Ithinkis holy, because
he thinks is. good a political system that
| think is wicked?

The second is the purlan notion that
dislikes pleasure, which leades the mora-
list to demand that that which he finds
distasteful should not give pleasure to
anyone else. The dislike of pleasure, the
determination to indulge in harsh, pious
rightecusness is in my view, a sure fire
way of reaching hell if such a place there
exists. For the basis of true morality is
liberality of ‘spirit, generosity, kindness,
tolerance, not narrow lack of human
sympathy.

From & combination of these, in my
view, deplorable characteristics come
some of the notions which would be ama-
zingly comical if their consequencas on
human beings and on societies were not
so adverse. Paliticians want to ban books
which contain philosaphies which they do
not share, clergymen {(and | use the term
todenaote a man ofthe cloth of any religion)
wantto stille any ideas that are not prome-
ted by theirown faith, parenls wantto deny
to their children a lifestyle which has no
appealfar them. Is there notinthis atlitude
something very immature, something very
sick, something too of the ostrich that
buried its head in the sand?

Must we reduce human inteliigence to
the notion that all knowledge which we do
not have is not worth having, that all
customs which are not ours must be
rooted out, that no idea of the good can
existif it is not ours? The logical outcome
of this madness, yes madness, for there
i5 no other word to describe such ove-
rwhelming abandonment of reason, is the
assembly of us all, rigid and conformist
to declaim:-

As | am a socialist, no one shall be a
conservaiive

As L am teefotal, no one shall drink

As | am vegetarian, meat shall be banished
from the earth

As [ love girls, no one shall love boys

As | believe, no one shall doubt

As | doubt, no one shall belfeve.

The common response of the moralists
is to accuse those who oppose their stri-
clures of the greatest possible depravity.
Everyone who opposes the banning of
alchoholis for them a drunkard, everyone
opposedtothe banning of paricular forms
of food a hopeless glutton, all who appose
the banning of Das Kapital ara villainous
Marxists, all who oppose the banning of
Meinkampf, vicious Mazis, those who
oppose the ban of sexual publications
depraved perveyers of pomography. The
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truth howeaver, is far different. Every civili-
zed human being should oppose such
restrictions, not because he loves that
which the moralists seek to outlaw but
because he upholds the right of very
individual to live hisfher own life.

The meralists commit another tragic
errorin their anxiety to ban that which they
disapprove of. They believe thatif in public
it is pretended that a thing does not exist,
it shall surely cease to be. Perhaps an
ostrich can tell them a thing or two. The
crusades to ban kissing, sex and violence
as well as political views which are not
approved of, from our own electronic me-
dia, are based upon such pathetic delu-
sions, the result of which is the presenta-
tion of a highly false view of human life.
The arls and the media must, if they are
to retain value, reflect the real state of
human life. By not showing people kissing
on the screen, will people stop kissing in
Sri Lanka? Because violence is banned
on the sereen and revolution from the
newspapers will there be an end to viole-
nee and the abandanment of revalution
by those dedicated to it? The playing of
such games, the denial of the truth, the
attempt o confine human life to a prissy
litthe: mould, will rob us of last shred of
vitality and hope.

By this | do not mean that we must
always poriray a particulartype of life, that
the screens must contain nothing but
kissing and sex and violence. What | am
saying is that no one has yet succeeding
is ennobling human life by prelending that
human beings are anything other than
what they are, diverse creatures seeking
their own different forms of fulfilment and
happiness.

If human beings quite obviously and
often honourably and understandably, di-
sagree about the ends of life and of the
means by which they ought to be acceo-
mplished there seems lo me to be no
reasonable course save the maximisation
of tolerance.

It is by the exercise of the highest

degree of tolerance and the conferment
of the widest possible degree of freedom
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that is compatible with the maintainance
of the liberty of all, that Sri Lanka and
indeed the wider world can find peace and
progress.

It is easy to declare ourselves to be in
favour of tolerance. Very few would have
the temerity openly to acknowledge that
they are intolerant. Itis less easy to practi-
se il. For the acid test of tolerance is
salisfied not when one extends tolerance
to that to which one is indifferant but io
that which one strongly dislikes. Many
would oppose the ban of all newspapers
critical of the political establishment. But
how many Buddhists would oppose aban
on Bhavatharanaya? How many Chri-
stians would oppose the ban on Mariin
Scorsese's film The Las! Templalion of
Christ? How many Muslims would oppose
the ban on The Salanic Verses? How
many opponents of the political censo-
rship of literature would oppose the ban
on pomography? The true exercise of
tolerance involves upholding everyliberty,
the exercise of which does not harm other
human beings. Such restrictions on the
exercise of liberty must be those adopted
exclusively for the protection of the rights
of others ar for the protection of minors
who are unready to take full responsibility
for their choices.

There are many who seek refuge in
inaccurate and conservative interpreta-
tions of religion and morality who would
disagree with this. But theirarguments are
founded upon sand. In his Discourse fo
the Kalamas, the Buddha asserted that
each individual must arrive at his/her own
maral code by individual reason not by the
authority of clergy, scripture, tradition,
coercion or any other means. Two thou-
gand years before the publication of On
Liberty, the Buddha made as radical and
as uncompromising a declaration of indivi-
dualism and free enguiry as any subse-
guent liberal waork.

The Roman Catholic Saint and Martyr,
Sir Themas More, expressed similar se-
ntiments, He asserted in the era of reli-
gious intolerance, the intimate relatio-
nship between faith and conscience,
which the coercive power of the slale
should not interfere with, when he decla-

red at his trial for high treason in 1535:

I have no window to look info another
man’s consclence, Therefore | condemn
an onea,

Broadness, light, fresh air and the
sense of freedom, of those of liberal spirit,
not the cramped, crinbed, confined and
claustophobic atmosphere of the vocife-
rous Puritans in our midst, is what we
need.

When the moralist's strident tones are
about to overwhelm you, remember that
enforced virtue is the greatest of vices.
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US% 25/ for 6 months

- L] -
India, Pakistan.

US$ 40/ for 1 year
Uss 22/ for 6 months

- L £

Local

Rs. 250/- for 1 year
Rs. 150/~ [or 6 months




1983 AND AFTER

A Tale of Two Tigers (2)

Izeth Hussain

I come now o the guestion

preoccupying the public mind ten
years after 1883. Where do we go from
here?

There is apparenily a broad national
consensusin favour of a negotiated settle-
ment and against attempting a military
solution. Accordingly the Government's
- strategy is to see that the LTTE's support
base among the Tamils gets more and
more eroded as a conseguence of increa-
sing economic hardship inthe North-East,
which will hopefully lead to the taming of
the Tiger making a negotialed settlement
possible. At present there seems tobe no
sensible allemalive tothat strategy, consi-
dering the impasse towhich we have been
brought by post-1977 UNP folly.

However the consensus is being
increasingly challenged by the demand
that the economy and the country be
placed on a war footing. The demand
seems {o have behind it lllusions about
a possible military solution. Such illusions
have firstly to be got out of the way in
answering the question, Where do we go
from here?

QOur soldiers can cerainly take Jaffna,
probably with heavy combattant and civi-
lian casualties. The problem is what ha-
ppens thereafier. Guerilla warfare can be
expected 1o continue, and here we have
to take into our reckoning the fact that the
LTTE is internationally recognized as the
best guerilla fighting force in the world
today, and further we have to remember
the discomfiture of the super-powers in
facing guerilla warfare in Vietnam and
Afghanistan as well as the IPKF experie-
nee in taking Jaffna and eventually losing
over a thousand men. The problem is that
a guerilla war has to be won by taking the
minds and hears of the people, not by
taking territory. We can take Jafina and
find that our difficullies are compounded.

The experience elsewhere in the world
of trying military solutions for ethnic co-
nflicts has not been encouraging. For
many years the Kurd rebellion was fuelled

by Iranian support. In 1975 the Shah of
Iran withdrew that suppart in terms of a
quid pro quo amangement with Irag, and
the Kurd rebellion quickly collapsed. It
looked like a successful military solution
to an ethnic rebellion. But it revived, and
slill continues as a serious problem, If not
far the fact that the Kurds conslilute a
problem in several countries, including
Turkey the NATO ally of the US, we can
be sure that in the aftermath of the Gulf
War the Amencans would have set up a
separate Kurdistan state. It is not the
wisest palicy to allow an ethnic conflict to
go on indefinitely.

The case of Nigeria's Biafran rebellion
in the latter half of the sixties is also
instructive. In a brief period of two o three
years over a million were killed, and the
rebellion was ended by the blocking of
food supplies and the ensusing famine.
Since then the lbos of Biafra have lived
contentedly with their fellow Nigerians,
which might look like a military solution to
anethnic conflict. What actually happened
was that the Muslims of the North as well
as other Nigerian ethnic groups showad
a sensible accomodativeness towards

each gther after the war was aver, having

leamt a lesson from their ethnic folly. Tha
lesson is well remembered, as shown by
the fact that recently General Babaginda
aborted demoeralic elections oul of fear
that the folly of the politicians will again
lead to ethnic problems.

The hankering after a military solution,
spite of an apparently firm national conse-
nsus against it, is guite understandable
because itis exasperaling to find after ten
years of conflictihat we are nowhere near
a negotiated selllement, and also becau-
se of occaslonal humiliations like Weli
Oya. |t is an irrational hankering all the
same. We can lake Jaffna, and even
assuming that we militarily defeat the
LTTE, we may still find that the ethnic
problem cannot be ended without a nego-
tiated setllement. The phases of the Kurd
rebellion over the decades, with periods
in which it seemed to be practically over,
should be particularly instructive for us.

| want now argue that the problem of
reaching a negotiated settlement has
proved intractable so far mainly becauss
we have ignored what should be an
obvious premise that the solution o a
problem should address the problem, or
it will not be solved. We have over-simpli-
fied the problem as a whole by recognizing
only the problems caused by the intransi-
gence and undependability of the LTTE,
and the supposedly excessive claims to
federalism and a North-Eastmergermade
by the other Tamil parties. We have been
ignoring the root problem frem which
those ather problems derive, which is the
undependability of the State. We have to
ask whetherthe post-1977 UNP State can
be expected to respect the sanctity and
inviolability of agreements,

The record of the State in reneging on
committments has been dismal. That
record includes going back on the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayagam Pact and
the Dudley Senanayake-Chelvanayagam
understanding. It is arguable that bath
those Sinhalese leaders were honourable
menwhomeantwell, and cerainly wantad
o implement those agreements but could
not because of popular opposition.

It is an argument that does not apply
lo what happened after 1277. There was
no popularapposition to the District Deve-
lopment Councils, which could have gone
a long way to appease the Tamil demand
for devolution. But the Jafina DDC polls
of 1981 were blatantly rigged, and the
operation of the DDC's was thereafter
made a farce. After the IPKF came here
in 1887, the Indian side complained that
the Peace Accords were not being imple-
mented. On the occasion when a Special -
Envoy was sent to Colombo, the Indian
complaint was that the Sr Lankan side
had gone back on an agreed position by
the time he returned to Delhi, The Provi-
neial Councils could have been used to
show that further devolution is unnece-
ssary, if only they had been made to
function properly. Instead they have been
made farcical as shown by Chandrika
Kumaranatunge's complaint that as Chief
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Minister she is no more than a glorified
Chief Clerk.

In the preceding para | have referred
only to matters directly relevant to the
ethnic problem. Equally relevant to the
problem of the undependability of the
State is the pathological drive shown by
the post-1977 UNP against standards of
public morality, meaning not just the age-

-old hypocrisies of govemments butactual

attacks on public morality, as shown by
the immediate promotion of police officers
' convicted by the Supreme Courtofhuman
rights vialations, and the famous case of
the convicted rapist who was pardoned
and then made an all-Island Justice of the
Peace. Evidently he could have said with
Shakespeare's Othello, *'| have done the
State some service and they know's”
Under the present Government the Udu-
gampola affair has provoked a spate of
outragead letters and editorials in the
non-Government press. In this context of
blatant disdain for the most elementary
standards of public morality, itis question
able whether many Sinhalese have confi-
dence that the Government will stand by
its commitments. Can we really expectthe
Tamils to show confidence that the State
will abide by the terms of a negotiated
setilement? |

Itis certainly arguable thatthe LTTE has
proved so intractable a problem uptonow
because of the undependablity of the
State. [t may be that the LTTE itself has
not been serious about a negotiated se-
tlement because it really wants nothing
short of Eelam. However its support base
can be eroded because of the economic
costs of its strategy to the Tamils in the
Morth-East, and it can be progressively
isolated as shown by the fact that praciica-
lly every other Tamil pary has tumed
against it. In other words, it is theoretically
possible to force the LTTE into a situation
where it has to accept something short of
Eelam,

Why has that not been possible so far?
It is obvious that the LTTE conlinues to
have subtantial support among the Ta-
mils, Otherwise il cannot possibly function
as the redoubtable querilla force that it is.
\ery probably the support s largely nega-
tive support, meaning that many Tamils
cannot see an altemative to the LTTE
because they believe that should it be
completely destroyed the Tamils can
expect to get little or nothing from the
State. The LTTE can cerainly argue thal
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all the very terrible sufferings inflicted by
the rebellion on the Tamils as well as
others will go for nought if it lays down
arms and negotiates a settlement while
none can be sure that the State will abide
by its terms. It can be argued therefore
that the State's undependability stands in
the way of the total erosion of support for
the LTTE.

Theinsistence of the other Tamil parties
on federalism and a Morth-East merger
can also be explained in terms of the
undependability of the State. We can ask
why a minority should want anything more
than fair and equal treatment when the
majority itself wants no more than that.
Why the Tamil insistence on devolution
and a homeland when fair and equal
treatment can be glven without any such
special arrangements? The Sinhalese be-
lief iz that the Tamils want such arrange-
ments as stepping-stones towards Eelam.
A more plausible answeris thatthe Tamils
want special arrangements to secure fair
and equal treatment in the future as well,
not just &t present.

The term “federalism™ can be defined
indifferent ways. What is practically impo-
rtant behind the Tamil demand for federa-
lism is that the Government at the centre
should not be able to dismiss the Provi-
ncial governments just as it likes, and
nullify devaolution. Under India's quasi-fe-
deralism system state governmenls have
been dismissed willy-nilly, too often wi-
thout regard for democratic norms. The
post-1977 UNP State has been far more
over-bearing, unprincipled, and undemo-
cratic than the one in India, and the Tamils
obviously fear that any system of devolu-
tion less than federalism will be made
farcical in practise. Hence what looks like
an unreasonable demand for federalism
by all the Tamil parties except for Mr
Thoendaman's CWC. The unanimous insi-
stence on a North-East merger seems to
have forits rationale a desire for sufficient
living-space to which the Tamils in the
South can gravitate should the State go
back on a negotiated seltlement. The
root-problem behind the intrasigence of
the LTTE and what might look like exce-
ssive demands from the other Tamil pa-
ries is the undependakility of the State,

| have argued In this aricle that the
ethnic problem in its present militant form
is not the result of the alleged communa-
lism of the Sinhalese people but of State
ar UNP terrorism, behind which is the

problem of a mad hierarchical drive in the
State compounded by the anti-democracy
of the post-1977 UNP. | have argued
further that the root-preblem preventing a
negotiated settiement is the undepedabili-
ty of the State, which makes it questiona-
ble whether it will respect the sanctity and
inviolability of agreements. In terms of
those arguments, the ethnic problem has
to be seen in terms of the peculiar chara-
cter of the post-1997 UNP State. To solve
the ethnic prablem, therefore, we have lo
solve the problem of the State.

In looking for a2 way out of the present
imbroglio, we must give central importa-
nce to one fact and try to make il decisive.
Itis the factthatinthe ten years after 1983
the Sinhalese people have interacted
peacefully with Tamils in the Southin spite
of the most extreme provocations. In my
view that fact goes a long way to invalidate
the claim to Eelam. For what is really
imporiant in establishing the claim to se-
parate statehood is not the debatable
histarical ground for it but the guestion of
whether the two communities can live
together or not. The Sinhalese people
have given their answer. However, while
the fact of peaceful interaction goes along
way to invalidate the claim to Eelam, it
does not go the whole way because there
i5 still the problem of the State, The Sinha-
lese and the Tamils may be able to live
together, but the Tamils may not be able
to live with the State.

It might seem {o some Sri Lankans that
the way out of the presentimbrogtio would
beto negotiate a settiementunderinterna-
tional auspices, including guarantees for
its observance by the UN, SAARC, orthe
Commonwealth. They may be wiling lo
offer themselves as mediators, bul it is
very doubtful that they will accept the rale
of guarantors as that will require an unde-
rtaking that they will intervence to force
the State or the LTTE toobserve the terms
of the setllement. Forthermore, in
agreeing to any such thing we will be
agreeing in advance to a serious compro-
mise of our sovereignity. Yet another point
is that such agreements could misfire
badly for the reason that should the State
be seen to be going back on commitments
other countries may come to feel that they
should recognize Eslam.

There is no alternative to our dealing
wilth the problern of the State if we are lo
get io grips with the ethnic problem. In
terms of my definition of the ethnic pro-



blem as the problem of the State and not
of the people, the conclusion can be
drawn that tha people's will must prevail
over the State if the ethnic problem is to
be solved. We have o assert the supre-
macy of the civil society over the State.
In other words we must restore a fully
functioning democracy, meaning not just
_that there are free and fair elections but
also that the people have democratic
rights enabling them to control, or at least
influence, the State in between elections.

However, democracy may not by itself
make the State solve the ethnic problem.
The difficulty is that the power of the
modern State, which we must remember
has in its hands the means of legitimate
violence against the people, can be very
dreadful. We may have a fully functioning
democracy and yet fail to control or influe-
nce the Stale to any significant extent.
Democracy is the best conceivable
answer to the age-old problem of tyranny.
Itis not a nostrum for all the ills of mankind,
Democracy may help, but we have to go
beyond it if we are lo really promote a
solution of the ethnic problem.

I believe that the crucial desideratumis
public morality. As | have argued the
essential problem is the undependability
of tha State, which can make the Tamils
guastion whether there is any point in
reaching a negotiated settlement when
they know that the State can with impunity
go back on it. What is reguired is a
therough-going ethnical cleansing of the
UNP, and respect for standards of public
morality to the extent that it becomes
inconceivable that there will ever again be
another Udugampola affair. It is only in
that situation that we can expect to reach
a meaningful nepgotiated settlement,
backed by trust and confidence on all
sides that it will be properly implemented.

The ethnic problem in its present mili-
tant form is the consequence of the colla-
pse of public morality under the post-1977
UNP State, and it will never be salved
without a restoration of that morality. As
| have shown, the problem toock on a
militant form atter the post-1977 pogroms,
the expression of State or UNP terrorism.
There was a termifying collapse of public
maorality behind those pogroms of the
period between 1977 and 1983. That
collapse had to lead to the disintegration
of the State, because no society can hold

together without standards of public mora-
lity. Anyone looking at the literature on
moral theory will find that that point is not
argued in full because it is taken as self-e-
vident.

| will provide only a quotation from
Eertrand Russell who was always a hard-
headed rationalist in his philosophical wri-
tings. In his book Human Society in Ethics
and Politics published in 1954 he pointed
out that ethical beliefs throughout reco-
rded history, have had two very different
sources, one political and the other perso-
nal. He went on to write, “Without civic
morality communities persh; withoul pe-
rsonal morality their survival has no va-
lue." Russell would not have been in the
least surprised that Sri Lanka has been
in a state of disintegration for several
years, the writ of the State not extending
beyond Vavuniya. And he would have
hooled with laughter at the idea of our
trying to put the pieces together again
without trying to restore elementary sta-
ndards of public morality.

The public must demand a thorough
ethical cleansing of the UNP. Itis a mass
Party backed by millions of the ordinary
decent folk of Sri Lanka, and it has at its
highest echelons some politicians of fine
human quality who mean well by this
country. They probably understand the
imporiance of purging the 1977 UNP from
the body politic of Sri Lanka and restoring
the Party of the Senanayakes and Kotala-
wela, However the degeneracy of our
palitical life since 1977 has been so great
that their task as regenerators will be
uphill. The public must therefore back
themin a programme of ethical cleansing.
The altenative might be the final disinte-
gration of Sr Lanka under the aegis of the
post-1977 UNP State.

The solution of the problem posed by
the State in relation to the ethnic problem
requires both democracy and the restora-
fion of public morality, In addition, it will
help very greatly if the functions of the
State are limited as much as possible.
Peaceful Sinhala-Tamil interaction outsi-
de the State suggests that the greater the
area of that interaction the greater the
prospects for ethnic harmony. We should
theralore move in the direction of what is
called “limited Govemment”, towards an

ideal situation in which the functions of the

Government are limited to the maintena-

nce of law and order and the building of
roads and public lavaiories.

It may be that what is really important
for the health, wealth, and happiness of
humankind is not the form of government
but the degree of government. All Sri
Lankans who have actually experienced
the horror of the post-1977 UNP State,
and who are still in their right senses, will
agree. The principle of “limited gove-
mment” is relevant for ethnic problams,
because the experience of several South
East Asian and other countries shows
very cleary that the less the extent of
Government the graater the prospects for
ethnic harmony. | will not expand on that
point as this aricle is already oo long. |
leave it to the interested reader to consull
the books of the black American econo-
mist Thomas Sowell which are available
in the American Library in Colombo.

The paradigm shift proposed in this
article does not include a blue-print for a
solution. One can think of several possible
solutions, with or without devolution and

* with orwithout merger, thatare thoroughly

equitable for all our communities. There
will be no point in them as long as thera
is no confidence that the State will respect
the sanctity and inviolability of agree-
ments.

The paradigm shift proposed here is
based on the principle that to solve a
problem we must address the problem,
not something else. The core-problem is
the undependability of the State, not just
what many Sinhalese see as the intransi-
gence and excessive demands of the
Tamil parties. Therefore the pre-condition
for a solution is the correction of the State
through democracy, the restoration of sta-
ndards of public morality, and | believe
“limited Govermment”.

Very probabily the historians of the futu-
re will write of our ethnic conflict as a tale
of two tigers. We have been precccupied
with the tiger which has been on the
rampagea in the Morth and East, with occa-
sjonal forays into the South in the form
of bomb-blasts and assassinations. We
have failed to recognize the tiger within
the gates, the Stale. For a solution to the
ethnic problem we certainly have to de-
fang the tiger in tha North-East. We also
have to defang the State,
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OPERATION LIBERATION

An encounter with Lalith

S. Velupiliai

n April 1987 the BBC predicted
Ia major offensive by the Sri Lankan
forces againstthe LTTE in the Morth within
a month. The All India Radio, which most
people in the Morh-East relied on for
routine news, maintained a mysterious
silence on the imminant atiack. Early May
1987 the SLBG, In an uncharacterislic
performance, quoted the Minister of
Mational Security, the late Lalith
Athulathmudali, as saying that the results
of a scheduled siralegic move by the
forces would be known in two waeks.

Mo wonder, “Operation Liberation”
commenced on May 26, ended on May
31, and resulted in over 1,000 deaths and
2,000 arrests in Vadamaradchy on its
liberation from the LTTE. On the last day
of the offensive | was arrested from one
of the 16 temples specified as havens by
the forces in & notice dropped from the
air across Vadamaradchy. We, the
caplives, were chained and shipped to a
makeshift detention campin Galle, though
our destination, according fo our papers,
was to be the notorious Boosa Delention
Camp. Later, we came to know thatBoosa
was already full.

We were confined to a warehouse
tumed into a detention camp, adjacentto
the port of Galle, about 200 metres long,
and20 metres wide. Thera were 6latnnes,
outside the camp. At a fime 6 detainees
would be led out at gun point fo spend
6 minutes in the latrines. Most of us had
no oplion other than defecaling and
urinaling into a gutter deep inside the
camp. The qutter overdlowed. We
wallowed inour own fasces and urine that
flowed from the gutter, under our feet,
towards the centre of the camp which
teemed with worms and flies, vomit and
spittle. There were no baths. Mone of us
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had bathed or changed for days. Both the
camp and the inmates stank,

The camp was packed to capacity. The
detainees were split into over 50 groups,
with 50 in each, each headed by cne of
its members. | headed group 52. A
barbed-wire fence divided the head and
the body of the camp.

On or about June 5, 1987, in the
afternoan, the group leaders were lined
up at the head of the camp. Almost from
nowhere Minister Athulathmudali stormed
into the area secured for the camp
authorities, clad in white, with a beam on
his face, flanked by his aides. He moved
about with a greaf pace, and exchanged
pleasantries with the officlals. He
resembled a busy man obliged to attend,
but impatient to leave, the funeral of a
distant relative. On the spur of the
moment, however, | made up my mind to
draw his atiention to our sanitary
requiremenis: lalrines, baths and clothing.

| tried my best to read his mind. Was
he in a2 good moed? Would he entertain
my request? Was he satisfied with the
results of “"Operation Liberation™ he had
aliuded to eardier in May 19877 Did he
claim or deserve credit for the success of
the offensive? | was nol sure. | was so
captivated by the image he presented and
the impression he evoked. He made an
abrupt approach to me. | was
overwhelmed by a disarming ministerial
grip at_ my hand. | stood spellbound,
speechless, in his grip. He lifted up my
ugly hand as though he would feel my
pulse. While | stood stupefied he quipped
promptly and candidly “Your wrist-watch
looks much better than mine”. He held out
his hand for me to look at his own

wrist-walch, and stormed out of the camp
before | could compose myself to make
a respanse or my request. He came, he
saw, he left..

Taking my mind back to the
circumstances which put me in close
proximity  with Athulathmudali- in Galle
Detention Camp 6 years ago, | now regard
my lightening encounter with him as an
enlightening experience. He had caught
me in a zoom, no doubt, prompted by my
own attempt to gauge his thoughts. He
had felt my pulse while | struggled to read
his mind. His grip at my hand conveyed
to me thal he was aware of the squalied
state of the camp. He appeared to
sympathise with the inmates whose
detention was a direct result of "Operation
Liberation™.

Why did he make an abrupt approach
to me? To carry out a pre-emptive strike.
Why did he compare the wrist-watches?
To draw a red-herring. What did he imply
by his remark that my wrist-waich was
better than his? Look, you are better off,
Be content with what you already have,
As for the deterioration of your status,
blame yourself,

That appears to be the message he
conveyed o my simmering mind. Perhaps
he was addressing his critics from the
North.  Athulathmudali's  symbolism
seems to sum up the views of the people
in the rest of Sri Lanka on the [ssue of
the Morth-East. My one and only
encouriter with the ‘late Lalith
Athulathmudali confirmed my conviction
that no community has ever voluntarily
preferred winning the heart to winning the
war, That applies to my community too.



% ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

There is laeghter and bight banter amongst these
rucal damsels who are busy sorting cut tobaceo
leaf in a barn, [t & cne of the hundreds of such

bams spread cul in the mid and upcountrny
intermediate zone where the arable land remains
fallow during the off season.

Here, with careful nurturing, tobacco grows as a
lucrative cash crop and the green leaves fum to
gold... to the value of over Hs. 250 million or more
annually, for perhaps 143,000 rural {olk.

Tohacca is the industry that brings employment to
the socond highest number of people, And these
people are the lobaccn barn owners, the tobacco
growers and those who workl for them, on the land
and in the bamns.

For them, the tobacro leaf means meanimaful worl,
a comforiable life and a secure future. A good
eraugh reason for laughter,

B CevlonTobacco Co. Ltd.

Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.




PEOPLE’S BANK

Celebrating Three Decades
of
Dynamic Growth

In 1961 People's Bank ventured out in the challenging world of Banking with a staff
of only 46... and a few hundred customers.

Today, just-30 years later

People Resource exceeds 10,000

Customer Listings at a staggering 5.5 Million
Branch Network in excess of 328, THE LARGEST
in Sri Lanka

In just three decades People's Bank has grown to become a highly respected leader
in the Sri Lankan Banking scene. Their spectacular growth is a reflection of the massive
resources at their command dedicated to the service of the common man — a
dedication that has earned them the title ‘“‘Banker to the Millions”

PEOPLE’S BANK

Banker to the Millions
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