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Message from the His Excellency the President
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T extend my greetings to all the writers and scholars
L who participate at the State Literary Awards
Ceremony 2011, with great pleasure.

By combination of letters, words and sentences
builds up a language. The literary creation produced
using rich and meaningful language becomes a medium
of entertainment of the people. It enhances and soothe
the human mind. Therefore appreciation of good
literature, helps to develop free thanking: among the
people.

The citizens with analytical and tranquil mind
are an asset to the Society.

Those who keep in touch constantly with good
literature broaden their horizons and become useful
citizens. As we are allempting to build a new country,
development of literature is a very important factor.
The eminent men of letters have to play a leading role
in this task.

To all the writers who are honoured with awards
today I send my warmest greetings. I wish all success
for the State Literary Awards Ceremony.

Mahinda Rajapaksa
President of Sri Lanka.
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I tis a great pleasure to send my very warm greefings
Lto the State Literary Awards Ceremony organized by
the Government. annually to commend, those who have
achieved distinction in the fields of literature in Sri Lanka.

1 also think that organizing this festival in a School
at Sathkoralaya itself will give a very good reply to the
accusation that all the festivals are centered and limited
to the Capital City.

As an enthusiast in poetry, and art even before
entering to politics, I sincerely give my very high regards
to the poets, novelists, short story writers, translators etc.,
who are being awarded the state literary awards at this
occasion,

We can never forget the respectful recollections of
arlists who acted as the turning point in powerful countries
such as Soviet Russia, China and India and all artists who
have contributed to all the governments that came Lo the
power in this country since the era of monarchy.

That is why it becomes my supreme belief that the
duty of the artist is not limited only to his or her creations.

I offer my sincere gratitude to all those who
contributed to this National Festival that is being held to
secure the proper place for the real artists in this land as
they deserve the respect of the society.

D. M. Jayaratne
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka
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I 3 ooks of creativity in prose and poetry wrillen by wrilers
L _Fof great vision, concept and ideas well acclaimed by
reading public are considered as works of great literary value
in the field of literature. The main factor which depicts the
pride and glory of a nation or a country solely depend upon
its uninterrupted. constant and continuous literary gencalogy
or lineage.

This year The State Literary Awards Ceremony
will be held at Simon Nawagattegama Theatre Hall with a
seating capacity of 1000 seats established in Vijayaba Central
College-Maho with the blessings of H.E. the President -
Mahinda Rajapaksa and under distinguished participation
of Hon. D. M. Jayaratne Prime Minister commemorate
the memory of an excellent old boy of the college, a
versatile and expert dramatist and a literary artistc of great
repute. Ordinary masses as well as literary artistes living
in these historical kingdoms of Dambadeniya, Yapahuwa,
Panduwasnuwara and Kurunegala in the North-Western
Province must consider themselves as lucky and fortunate
to witness this memorable occasion. Being a citizen of Sath-
Korale and as the Minister oft Culture and Arts, it gives me
ereal pleasure and untold happiness to be associated with
this Literary Festival to be held in Maho in grandeur manner,

While conveying my heart-felt thanks to all those

who participated 1o make this festival a success with the

full blessings from H E. President Mahinda Rajapaksa, 1 take
this opportumity to felicitate all Literary Award Winners for
their fair share in Literary Activitics for the up-liftment of
the county. [ wish that this presentation of Literary Awards
Ceremony will achicye great success,

T. B. Ekanayake
Minister of Culture and Arts
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1 take this opportunity to issue this message hand in glove
Nwith the literati of great repute to be published in a
commemorative magazine to be issued to the society with the
objective of promoting literary values on the eve of Literary
Testival - 2011,

In order to accomplish any task to perfection,
daily routine, correct application and exercise are deemed
nceessary and cssential to achieve desired goals. Any literary
item-either Short Stories, Novels, Poems, prose or songs will
emerge a3 a successiul literary creation only by constant
interrupted wrnting. Alterwards the writer will possess the
ability to produce works/books of great creativity to be
appreciated by the reading public. The message conveyed by
books of hiterary value will be a leading factor and a guideline
for the forward march and well-being of a person.

For literary activities, writings and documentation,
the guiding factor will be [ree, independent and clear thinking.
Tor this purpose, there should be a free, independent and
peaceful social back-ground in the country. H.E. the President
Mahinda Rajapaksa has brought this nation to a peaceful
atmosphere where all can live with amity and friendship. 1
hope that all literary artists/writers/literati will take maximum
benefits from this golden opportunity and produce books of
great literary value. The mission and tasks performed by
the literati/writers/and academics cannot be valued in small
measure-specially - for its future generation.

I convey my heart-felt congratulations to all literary
artistes who are successtul in- wining Literary Awards I wish
that the State Literary Award Ceremony will be a great success
in all aspects of activity.

Wimal Rubasinghe
Secretary, Ministry of Culture and Arts
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A ain purpose of State Literary Awards ceremony 1s 1o

LV dencourage the creative artistes who play a significant
role to enrich arts and culture of the land. Other aim 15 Lo
honour three eminent literary artistes who contributed for the
up-liftment of art and culture, with the award Sahithyarathna.

It should be specially mentioned with great gratitude
the contribution made by Hon. Minister of Culturc and
Arts T.B. Ekanayake for his worthy advice and guidance to
make this event a great success and Mr. Vimal Rubasinge,
Seerctary to the Mimistry of Culture and Arts and ail Staff
of the Department of Cultural Affairs for the fullilment of
desired aims and objectives. 1l not {or the co-operation,
dedication and devotion shown by Arts Council of Sri Lanka
and State Literary Panel inclusive of its Presidents il would
have been a difficult task for the fulfilment of such a national
responsibility.

It was possible to organise this State Literary Festival
in a place far away from the Capital City at Kurunegala
{North Western Provinee) much to the tireless efforts shown
by Cultural Officers and Cultural Development Assistants
inclusive of District Secretary - Kurunegala District and ail
Provincial / District Secretarics.

T take this opportunity to bestow my thanks to all who
contributed their efforts. help and co-operation in no small
measure to make this festival a success and also to extend my
congratulations to winners of 'Sahitya Ratna’ Literary Awards
and other literary artistes who have given their contributions
and efforts to make the field of literature enriched and valued
for future times.

YVijith Kanugala
Director of Cultural Atfairs
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Message from the Chairman of the Arts Council
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4 Yonventional wisdom is that the opposable and
“_ prehensile human thumb is the crucial feature that
made the human animal (Homo sapiens) the lord of
creation. In any event, it made writing possible and with
writing the world of literature as we know it was bom and
gradually developed over centuries to its present state. We
the people of Sri Lanka are multi-ethnic, multi-religious
and multi-lingual and we are the proud inheritors of a
rich multi-lingual literature. The body of classical Sinhala
literature includes epic poems. jathaka stories. folklore and
narratives which encompass some historical aspects of
the Sinhala people and of their main religion, Buddhism.,
These wrilings exhibil to varying degrees the creative
literary skills of the authors.

The body of modern literature imcludes novels,
short stories, poetry, dramas and so on. These works aim
to delight readers and they also serve to broaden their
understanding of human relationships and the problems
of human behaviour in all its diversity and coraplexity.

Works of literature in the Thamil language and
in English are also taken note of and duly assessed,
celebrated and rewarded.

The State Literary Festival held annually is meant
to celebrate and reward the work of our creative writers.

It is with the ntmost happiness that I send this
message of good wishes to mark our hiterary festival this
year.

Prof. Carlo Fonseka
Chairman
Arts Council of Sri Lanka
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The challenges of our time

I'e are witnessing silently the huge trend

¥ of erosion of ethics and values in our
society and it is alarming to note not only
governance, politics, and social behaviour but
also traditional institutions which were not
shakeable easily as they were rooted firmly due
to great traditions prevailed in the past succumb
to it. It is sad to watch even some sections of
the judiciary and religious order fall pray to
monstrous trend. As such it is difficult to fathom
the fate of our society which may encounter
great catastrophe before long. The norm
“Lajja”- to be devoid trom shame- adorned by
our society from it’s inception and which was
the guiding norm which forced society to evade
from vices and wickedness, are been ignored
without any hesitation.

People should not compromise with this
unfortunate mode of conduct of a section

of the society. The intellectuals, literati and
social activists should realise the gravity of

the situation and vouch for remedial action in
their own respective fields before long. This
menace is not a gradual extension of a social
trend in the history of our society as mentioned

before. The concept of law and order collapsed
during protracted war against terrorism and the
Justice took a back seat, Priority assigned to
physical security of the nation with arms and
ammunition. A lot of water flown under the
bridge leaving room for many corrupt practices
for some sections of the society during the thirty
year gloomy period. This is one of the major
reasons to emerge a new corrupt branch of the
society. The economy opened during the early
eighties from a regulated system too paved way
for erosion of our age old values. The vision

of new social order based on commerce was to
amass wealth by whatever means. It became
the order of the day and society too was geared
to accept the new thinking and whole nation
has practically suceumbed to it. As a result a
huge brain wash done of a nation who had great
values to be proud of. All are going behind
“quick money” ignoring all relationships, social
values, concept of good and bad and religious
teachings. The wealth has superseded all other
accepted norms of a decent society.

It iy no easy task to reverse this trend which
is nursed continuously by the political system

13

which too was introduced during the same
period. The damage could be mmimised only by
inculcating concepts, good and bad and justice
and fair play in the minds of the people and
winning their trust back into our culture. Culture
is the way of life of a society. It is reflected in
its practices and regulate the individual and
collective lives. Culture has several dimensions,
notably aesthetic, moral, literary, social and
spiritual. Underlying belief system of cultural
practices represents a particular way of

looking at the world and provides meaning and
significance to people’s activities and relations.
The meaning and significance that a particular
culture assigns to truth and virtue, or wealth
and power regulate the ways and means of their
pursuit by the people.

Other important aspect, after the conclusion

of arms struggle, which the writers and
intelligentsia should address their minds is the
national integration. Historically, whilst culture
of Sinhala society developed greatly with the
influence of Buddhism and culture of Tamil
society was influenced mainly by Hinduism
and both of which were not alien to each



other. Hence we are aware that there had been

a peaceful society in our country with hardly
any differences even in the near past. Due to
some actions of stakeholders of both sides the
relationships were distanced and ended up with
an arms struggle. Since now the confrontations
are over and wish of the people is for a peaceful
country where all can live with dignity, duty of
the Sinhala and Tamil writers are to join hands
and resuscitate the eroded age old much revered
values and virtues of the cultures and to bring
the whole nation under one Umbrella.

In his great scholarly work of yore
“Dhrmapradeepika” sage Gurulugomi has
shown the way to build a just society where
truth and virtue and noble values are crowned.
“When the Kings are righteous the officers of

the king, Brahmans of households and all folks
of the outer villages follow them. When they
are righteous the sun and moon take their course
properly. Hence all stars that guide the universe,
the day and night, months and its halves, the
seasons follow them. Then there would be no
storms to harm. Gods show no anger. Rain
would be a blessing. Hence a bountiful harvest
of fine grain throughout. Men who consume
such grain live long. They become strong and
handsome devoid of illness.”

Is there any way a society to prosper other than
his predicament?

Jayasumana Dissanayake
Chairman
State Literary Panel
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Executive Committee of
Arts Council of Sri Lanka

Prof. Carlo Fonseka - Chairman
Prof. Samantha Herath

Visarad Dr. Rohana Weerasinghe
Somaratna Dissanayake
Vishvanadan Sadhanandan

Secretary - Kamal B. Dissanayake
State Literary Panel

Jayasumana Dissanayaka - Chairman
Prof. Ven. Kongastanne Ananada
Prot. Tissa Kariyawasam

Prof. Samantha Herath

Percy Jayamanna
Thimbiriyagama Bandara

Dr. Praneeth Abayasudara

Prof. Anura Wickramasinghe
Prof. Kusuma Karunaratne

Dr. Chandra Amarasekara

Upali de Seram

Sugath Watagedara

S. Muralidaran

Prof. Ratnasiri Arangala

Co. Secretaries - Kalyani Abeysinghe
A. Subhasini
Asst. Secrataries - A M.A, Bandara
Nalinda Wijesuriya
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The scheme of
valuation

o

Only the books published in year 2010 and
registered at the Department of National
Archives were considered for the evaluation.

The List of the books selected for evaluation
was displayed for public information and
press notices also published to that  effect.

Hence if there were any books published
in 2010 and were not included in the list,
writers were given an opportunity to make
representations and get their books included
for evaluation.

The books were evaluated in four stages.

At the first stage the books not in conformity
with rules were eliminated. Competent panel
of scholars were employed at the second stage
to select books suited for third stage and state
literary panel after careful evaluation of the
books so referred for the third stage selected
books that were to be submitted for the final
stage.

The final evaluation was done by separate
panels comprising of competent scholars,
appointed for each subject area.
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+ Panel of Evaluation

Mr. Upul Lekamge
Dr. Lakshmi de Silva
Prof. Viniee Vitharana

Mrs. Chamali Karivawasam

Lecturer Indira Mawella
Lecturer Dinali Fernando
Prof. Manique Gunasekara
Kamala Wijeratne

Gamini Seneviratne

Dr. Shermal Wijewardane
Dilini Walisundara

Prof. Kamal De Abrew

Dr. Tissa Jayatillake

Dr. Kanchanakeshi Warnapala
Nirupama Mahagamasekara
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| ournalist on the Ceylon Daily News as
. feature writer, leader writer, translator
and editor of women's and children's pages.
Currently freclance writer and correspondent
to the international feature service, Women's
Feature Service (WES) based in New York and
New Delhi, Was awarded the President's award
for Excellence in Journalism in 2000 and the
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2007.

As a creative writer in English, she has
published two collections of short stories. Some
short stories are used in English Language
Teaching Units in local Universities. Two have
been broadcast on the BBC World Service

and the Latin American Seryice in a Spanish
translation. Short stories have been included

in local and Indian collections as well as in

two collections of Asian stories by the Oxford
University Press. Compiled and edited the
biography of well known illustrator/writer Sybil
Wettasinghe.

Won the Gratiacn Prize for creative writing in
2002. Was a member of the panel of judges at
the 2009 Gratiaen Prize.

Has translated about twenty Sinhala novels and
collections of short stories into English. Also

two collections of Sinhala short stories written
by Sri Lankan women writers into English.

Ten Jataka stories were translated towards a
compilation of hundred Jataka stories to be
published by MD Gunasena Publishers Won the
Ian Gunatilleke Award for translations in 2003
and four State Literary Awards for translation
during the last ten years.

Is a member of the English Writers' Cooperative
of Sri Lanka and the Sri Lanka Federation of
University Women.

Was a member of the pancl of judges to select
journalism awards 2009, 2010 and 2011. Is
currently a member of the Dispute Resolution
Council of the Sri Lanka Press Complaints
Commission.

Has translated two English publications (The
Man eater of Punani by Christopher Ondaatje)
and Good Governance and the Rule of Law by
Dr. A.C. Visvalingam into Sinhala.
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Sahithyaratna Award

Vijita Fernando
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Nominated Books - English

Best Collection of Poetry (English)

The word never dies - Jean Arsanayagam

Best Story Book for Children Best Novel (Translations) There is an Tsland in the Bone - Ramya Chamali
The Disobedient Prince - Sybil Wetlasinghe Foot print of childhood - Thilak Balasuriya. 'l" "_aSi nghe S i

Mahi Pancha and Ali Pancha - P.G. Punchihewa  The Shadow - Hemamali Gunasinghe. Satch Your Bye lids Shnk- ¥iviniaric

Monster in the Well - Sybil Wettasinghe All that glitters - Vijita Fernanado Vanderpoortan

i i el EAR L,

Best Academic Publication (English)

Recently Deciphered Poems From The Mirror
Wall of Sigiriya - Dr. Benille Priyanka

: ‘ ry Collection ' - is .
BCS.l S_llO{t Sto y Co Best Novel (E“ghhh) Kalutara An Odyssey - Bradman Weerakoon
(Translations) Colours of the Sun - Rozaine Cooray Has the Apple not Fallen?

Two Dreams - Vijita Fernando Tangled Threads - Premani Amerasinghe Neo Classical Economics in the Buddhist

Under Currents - Vijita Fernando Free at Last In Paradise - Ananda W.P. Guruge Perspective - Prof. J.W. Wickramasinghe
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Organizing Committee

Guidence
Hon. T.B. Ekanayake
Minister of Culture and the Arts

Supervision
Wimal Rubasinghe
Secretary

Direction
Vijith Kanugala
Director

E.M.LK. Manthreerathna
Deputy Director

Accountant
C.P.H. Liyanarachchi

Cordinating

Sriyani Seneviratne
Dudley Rajapaksa
Kalyani Abeysinghe
A. Subashini

A M.A. Bandara
Nalinda Wijesuriya
S. Sivaneshan
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Assistance

D.M K.S. Dissanayake
PM.S. Bandara

Wijepala Wijesekara
D.V.S.R. Dahanayake
Premaratna Jawawardana

Rev. Thanbaddegama Sobhitha

G.A. Jinapriya
Chandi Ranatunga
Nilackshi Wajira Nawgala
Chammi Edirisinghe
Ruvini Manmperi
Sampatah Jayasuriya
Ruwan Lal Nishantha
Indika Wijesekara
Suranjith Ratnayake
O .P. Malkanthi
Ravindra Smaratunga
K.M. Premaratne
Thanuja Perera
Asoka Mallikarachchi
J.K.P. Premasiri
Ranjith Edirisinghe
Anosha Palliyaguru
J1.D. Lalani
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