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“ELEPHANT” BRAND

ASBESTOS CEMENT
PRODUCTS

PLAIN SHEETS 4 x 4 .x  3/6”

6 x 4 x 316"
CORRUGATED SHEETS LARGE SECTION
5, 6, 7, 8 9 & 10 FEET x 36"
SMALL SECTION CORRUGATED SHEETS
5, 6, 7,8, 9 & 10 FEET x 26"
SEMI—CORRUGATED SHEETS

5. 6 7, 8 9 & 40 FEET x 38

RIDGES, RAINWATER PIPES & FITTINGS,
COWLS ETC.

MASCONS LIMITED

175, ARMOUR STREET,
COLOMBO-I2.




EYE WEAR

— — IN LATEST STYLES
- FOR ALL OCCASION.....

THERE'S A RIGHT STYLE OF FRAME
FOR EVERY OCCASION.,.. ... A RIGHT
TYPE OF LENS FOR EVERY EYE-TASKS

ALBERT EDIRISINGHE

OPTICIANS

Dharmapala Mawate, Y. M. B. A. BUILDINGS,
KOLLUPITIYA. FORT, COLOMBO 1.
Phone: 5109.

The Standard
By Which
Others are Judged

WALPAMUR

QUALITY PAINTS

*

D. K. MODY & CO., LTD.

350, Skinner’s Road North,
COLOMBO-13.
Phone: 5831.




e e o e e Tt s e i s i e e e A A T T e e e i e e e e o e A e o

% CITY TEXTILES

& 125, SECOND CROSS STREET,
§ COLOMBO.

g WHOLESALE DEALERS
! OF
4 ALL VARIETIES OF TEXTILES

¢  Phone:- 3053.

¢ Your Socials, Parties

éﬁ Etc.

éé KUMARAN RATNAM ROAD,
& COLOMBO-2
« Phone- 288B7 & 79545,
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For all Irrigation & Domestlc Purposes

ﬁm Rice Lightweight Pumps

( SELF - PRIMING & CENTRIFUGAL)

7500 gallons 66 lbs. in
per hour Weight
Coupled with Easily
22 H.P. Moved
Engine About
Ideal for Widely
Irrigation Used in
Works Jaffna Peninsula

CALL FOR INSPECTION & DEMONSTRATION
PRICES ON APPLICATION

EASTERN HARDWARE STORES LTD.,

425, OLD MOOR STREET,
COLOMBO.

PHONE 5307
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(V. £, N, T,) JAFFNA CIGARS
AND
NAGALINGAMS
“NILKANDA" CIGARS

(100 IN EACH BOX)
Hygienically prepared and

Packed in Wooden Boxes.
*

SIVANESAN STORES

20, St. JOHN’S ROAD, COLOMBO - 11

Available at:-
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PUT THESE COLOURFUL |

COOPTEX %&n’%ﬂ

ON YOUR CLOTHES LINES -

Come in any time and inspect the range of washable, colourfast
Printed fabries which cannot be-matched elsewhere for colour,
guality and price ~ from Rs.2-25 up,

REMEMBER—NOW AND ALWAYS THE BRINGS YOU

EAs-TX-302

Sole Distributors C.WW.E.

Avgilable at:

C.W.E. Dept: Store,

Fort Colombo.

McCallum Road,

Main Street, Pettah,
Maradana and outstations

TOP @QUALITY AND VALUE
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€. A, A. @ffitc-?}earerﬁ 1961 - B2,

President :
S. SARAVANAMUTHU, B. a.

Vice Presidents :
N. KuMarAasamy, K. N. ELivarHawmsy, K. SELVARATNAM.

Hony. General Secretary :

M. MUTHULINGAM, B. A.

Hony. Asst. Secretary :
T. SRI THARAN.

Hony. Treasurer: Hony. Asst. Treasurer:

R. NADARAJAH. K. INDRALINGAM,
Librarian :

P. YOGASUNDARAM.

Asgst. Librarian: Asst. Librarian (Night)

B. SIVAGNANASUNDARAM. K. VELAUTHAM.
Sports Secretary :

K. RATNASINGAM, B. Sc. (Agri.)

Garden Secretary: Asst. Garden Secretary:
E. SABARATNAM. N. K. JAYAKUMARAN.
Editor : (English) Sub-~-Editor (English)
S. MURUGAIAH. 8. KuHARAIAH
Editor (Tamil) Sub-Editor (Tamil)
T. RAGUNATHAN., T. ANANDAKUMARASAMY.

Committee Members (un-official)

S. SINNATHAMBY, S. SARAVANATHAVARAIAH, P. VUENDRAN,
Auditor :
K. S. SUBRAMANIAM.
Malayan Secretary: Asst. Malayan Secretary:
T. RAJENDRA, B. A, Bar-at-law. R. SATHIAMOORTHY.
Colombo Secretary: Asst. Colombo Secretary

Dr. §. NADARAJAH, K. THILLAINATHAN,



You'll See. . .

a Sparkling Difference!

See the wondci’f’iﬂ, spark[ing difference in your China, Glass,

Cutlery and Kitchenware when washed with Sovereign Bar Soap.
Sovereign Bar removes greases instantly, leaves no smears,

streaks or stains.

SOVEREIGN
BAR SOAP

BRITISH CEYLON CORPORATION,

HULTSDORF MILLS,

A giant 2 Ibs. bar costs

only Rs. 1-40

COLOMBO.



Message from
VIDHYABUSHANA VIDHYAVACHASPATHI VIDHYABHASKARA

UPANYASAKESARI PANDITHA PANCHANANA BRAHMASRI
S. R. DORAISWAMY SASTRIGAL, wm.a.

Prof. of Sanskrit and Indian Philosophy, Buddhist University College,

Raosmead Place, Colombo,

It gives me extreme pleasure, pride, and privilege to record my high
appreciation of the work turned out by the Thirunelvely Young Men’s Hindu
Association, Jaffna, on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee Celebration. This is an
institution which has been rendering real service to all in general and the
Tamilians in particular for the past five decades.

It is an institution started in 1911 as a literary and cultural Association
of zealous young men to preach, propagate, and practise Saivite culture and
civilization. Weekly meetings were held on Saturdays to develop the faculty and
art of speech in Tamil and English, to enrich the vocabulary and the oratorical
talents of young men, Later on, it launched on the construction and maintenance
of a mixed school of Hindus for the diffusion of knowledge and dissemination
of religion. The same had been run till last year when the government took it
under their management.

During the Nallur Kandasami Temple festival, the members take an
active part in the civic and social work, and run a Thanneer Pandal giving
sweet and fresh water to the pilgrims and passers. Spiritual atmosphere is
sustained by conducting mass prayer on all Fridays and by reciting Theva-
ram and Thiruvasakam on those occasions. Popular and powerful lectures
and discourses on Religion and Philosophy are arranged for the benefit of the
public as a kind of adult education on Religious subjects. Harikathakalashepams
and Music performances are also arranged and conducted to please the eye
and the mind. Now, music classes have been started and instructions in Dancing
is also given to equip the young girls with the fine arts.

The last but the most important of all is that the association is
maintaining a “Crematorium™ in the village, which is the most plausible
and praiseworthy of its achievements. In my opinion, this is the only service
that the living men could do for the dead. I trust and hope that the Association
will create a small fund also to conduct the cremation free of cost and care
in future. I wish the Institution many long years of healthy and happy life
attending on the secular and spiritual life of our brothers of Jaffna. May
god bless us all.




Mr. A. C. NADARAJAH
PRESIDENT (COLOMBO BRANCH)

Dr. S. NADARAJAH
SECRETARY (COLOMBO BRANCH)



THIRUNELVELI YOUNG MEN’S
HINDU ASSOCIATION.

{ COLOMBO AND OUTSTATION BRANCH.)

OFFICE — BEARERS,

PRESIDENT.
A. C. NADARAJAH, B 4.,
ADVOCATE.
" HONY. SECRETARY.
Dr. S. NADARAJAH.

HONY. TREASURER.
K. THILLAINATHAN.

GENERAL COMMITTEE.
T. KANAGASUNDARAM, V. V. KARUNANITHY.

Give your Baby — White's
Mult: - Vi Drops

IMPERIAL MEDICAL STORES

103, MAIN STREET,
COLOMBO-11.

Phone: 2064.
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For well over half a century the unvarying high
quality and a_value--of Lever products has been available
to the Ceylon Houscw_ifel. This quality is the result of
unceasing and progressive vigilance over standards; the
subjection . of all products to the most rigorous tests.
From raw materials to finished product, Scientist and
Technician,__'Manager and Worker look to nothing but
the best _ar.l.d so pass on to the housewife the benefit

~of their knowledge and experience.
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But in the context of our own concern for
% @« *National’ development; -another aspect of the story
needs to be told. Because of our preference for using
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National resources whether it be raw material or man
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power and the maximum use to which these are put

«~ a Lever product meads “a CEYLON PRODUCT
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It is not only __qua_hty a housewife is assured of.

When she buys, she buys — CEYLON.
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Message from MI‘. M BALASUNDARAM B. A. (Cantab-)

B. Sc. (Lond ), ADVOCATE, M. P.

(a the occasion of the completion of fifty years of useful service by
the Young Men’s Hindu Association, Thirunelveli, I offer my felicitations and
best wishes for its prosperity in the future.

T remember the tremendous burst of religious enthusiasm that resulted in
the establishment in 1917 of the Central Y. M. H. A. in Jaffna. As years passed
the Central Y. M. H. A. and its branches ccased to exist.

In marked contrast to the fate of these institutions is that of the
Thirunelveli Young Men’s Hindu Association established in 1911, six years
before the Central Y. M. H. A. came into existence. Its beginning was extremely
modest. But during the fifty years of its existence it had spread its activities
in various directions for the promotion of Hindu culture and education. The
Y. M. H. A has its own land and building with a large hall where there is a
free reading room and library. It has become the centre of social, religious and
cultural activities. Its importance and usefulness are ever increasing, and I am
certain that in course of time it will become the central Y. M. H. A. in our
country.

I have long been associated with, and have taken a great deal of interest in
the development of the Thirunelveli Y. M. H. A. T have had the pleasure of
presiding at many functions held under the auspicies of the Y.M.H. A.
I assure them that I am always at their disposal.

On this great occasion of the celebration of the association’s Golden
Jubilee, T pay my humble tribute of regard and pray for the continued
prosperity of its various activities. The Y. M. H. A. had borne the torch of
Hindu Culture with approbation by all for the last fifty years. I hope it will
continue to do so for ever.
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Message from

MR.T. RAJENDR A, B. A (canTAB)

BARRISTER - AT -1LAW, ADVOCATE & SOLICITOR.

FEDERATION OF MALAYA.

NOTARY PUBLIC,

As one of the early members who was actively associated with the
founders of the Thirunelveli Young Men’s Hindu Association, it gives me
great pleasure to know that you are soon celebrating your Golden
Jubilee. :

I have from time to time followed the activities of the Association and
I am glad that its activities are manifold and that it serves the Social, Cultural
and Physical requirements of the youngsters of our village.

I know with the present management, this Association will grow from
strength to strength and I wish it and its members continued success.

I send herewith Rs. 100/- towards your Jubilee Library Fund.
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Oliivuneliel; ﬂoung ﬂen’s Fosiidse ﬂssociation

PAST PRESIDENTS.

S. VELUPPILLAI

S. SABAPATHY

V. SUBRAMANIAM

V. 8. KANDIAHPILLAI

V. PONNAMBALAM

DR. V. T. PASUPATI

V. 8. §. KUMARASWAMY
S. K. SABARETNAM

M. SABARETNASINGHE

A. C. NADARAJAH

M. C. RATNASABAPATHY
K. 8. SUBRAMANIAM

V. SITTAMPALAM

S. MAHADEVAN

8. THAMBYDURAT

R. RATNASABAPATHY

N. SIVASITHAMPARAM

N. VYTHILINGAM

S. SARAVANAMUTTU

PAST SECRETARIES

N. A. NADARAJAH
DR. V. T. PASUPATI
K. P. SHANMUKAM

S. K. SABARETNAM

V. CATHIRAVELU

C. VELUPPILLAI

V. KANDIAH

A. C. NADARAJAH

C. THIRUNAVUKARASAN
A. K. PONNAMBALAM
K. S. SUBRAMANIAM

N. PONNAMBALAM

S. SARAVANAMUTTU

K. P. THILLAIMPALAM

KARUNANITHY

. N. ELIYATHAMBY
KATHIRESU

. PONNAPPAH

. SIVASITHAMPARAM
. KUMARASWAMY

. KUMARAKULASINGAM
SANMUGANATHAN

. RATNASABAPATHY
VILVARAJAH

R. SARAVANAPAVAN
THAVARAJAH

P. C. NAVARETNAM

M. SHANMUKALINGAM

BE HIE RGO Z e A

M. MUTTULINGAM



Y. M. H. A

PAST PRESIDENTS & SECRETARIES

&

Mr. V. 5. KANDIAHPILLA|

Late. Mr. S. VELUPPILLIAI

Late Mr. V. SUBRAMANIAM

br. V. T. PASUPATIL



THIRUNELVELI YOUNG MEN'S HIND® ASSOGIATION.

HISTORY

The Y. M. H. A. at Thirunelveli was inaugu-
rated in April 1911 and has completed filty
years of unbroken wvaluable service to the
people of Thirunelveli, in particular, and to the
Hindu community in general. This is perhaps
the only Y. M. H. A. with such a long record
of unbroken service. The original members of
this Association were the members of a sports
club in which Mr. V. Subramaniam was the
Captain. Even after the Y. M. H. A. was
formed Mr. Subramaniam continued to be
captain for a number of years. It is worth
mentioning that Mr. Subramaniam up to the
time of his death in 1959 was called “Captain”
by his friends both in and out of the village.

The first president of the Y. M. H. A. was
Mr. D, 8. Veluppillai and the first secretary
was Mr. N. A, Nadarajah, The vice-presidents
were Messrs R. V. Sabapathy (Vethantham),
V. 8. Kandiahpillai and T. Saravanamuttu.
The Association commenced holding weekly
meetings every Saturday in the Mauttuthamby
Vidyalayam hall. Most of the students atten-
ding the Jaffna Hindu College and the St
John’s College from the village became mem-
bers of the Association, Small children too
were encouraged to recite poems and narrate
stories, and the Association served asa good
training ground for children and young men.
Two other leading members at that time were
Messrs S. Sivagnanam and S. Kanagalingam.
Both of them are now doctors in Malaya. The
first Secretary Mr. N. A. Nadarajah was a law
student at the time he conceived the idea of
forming a Young Men’s Hindu Association.
He had a brilliant career at the Jaffna Hindu
College, where he also served as a teacher for
some time, before he became a law -student.
Similarly Mr. V. T. Pasupathy, later Secre-
tary, had a brilliant career at Jaffina Hindu

College and he was a student when the Y. M,
H. A. was inaugurated.  This was the time
when Swami Vivekananda’s ideas of service
and religious revival strongly influenced people
in Ceylon, particularly the youth.

The Association as mentioned earlier met
every Saturday and agenda consisted of lec-
tures, ebates, story-telling, recitations etc.
Some of us who had our early training in these
meetings are extremely indebted to the Asso-
ciation for giving us the training that enabled
us to acquit ourselves with distinction  when
we got out of Jaffna.  The training the mem-
bers had on the playground at Panika Valavu
enabled many of them to distinguish them-
selves in their various college teams and else-
where. Mr. V, Ponnambalam and Mr. V. Sub-
ramaniam, with their innate capacity for
leadership, led the soccer and cricket teams of
the Association to victory against many lea-
ding clubs in Jaffna. The Association took a
great interest in the propagation of the Hindu
religion by getting eminent lecturers to speak
on various aspects of the Hindu religion and
religious personages. Besides these lectures,
«Kathapirasangams™ on the lives of Hindu
saints were held. The people of the village
generously contributed for these purposes.
Frequently *‘Samaya Theedchai” ceremonies
were held under the auspices of the Y. M.
H. A. The work begun on a small scale by
some enthusiastic yong men, won the willing
support of the entire village.

Gradually the Y. M. H. A. became known
to a very wide circle in Jaffna and outside.
The annual genzral meetings were held on a
grand scale and eminent mz2n were invited to
partake at thesz meetings. On such occasions
scenes from Shakespeare’s plays and other

M



KUMARASWAMY

V.S, S,

Late Mr.

Mr. V. PONNAMPALAM.

Late. Mr. S. K. SABARATNAM

SHANMUKAM:
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plays were staged with great success. Leading
Tamils were invited to speak at public meet-
ings held to discuss subjects of great public
importance. One temperance meeting in Lhe
village had Sir P. Ramanathan as the chief
speaker. On that occasion the Y. M. H. A.
succeeded in  having the toddy tavern re-
moved. Even before the removal of this lavern
habitual drunkards who were mostly from
adjoining villages kept themselves sober till
they stepped outside the borders of Thirunesl-
veli, as they knzw that disorderly people rezci-
ved summary treatment at the hands of strong-
men like Mr. V. Ponnampalam, with the full
approval ol the whole village. As a result of
this, disorderly counduct in public or thug-
gery was extremely rare in North  Tirunel-
veli where the Y. M, H. A. was situated.

In the year 1916 the Y. M. H. A. was very
keen to get the Hindu School registered for
grant-in-aid by the Governmznt. Mr. N. A,
Nadarajah who was in Colombo at that time
moved in this matter with the Education De-
partment. He was told that a school to  get
grant must be at least a quarter of a mile away
from another aided school. Therefore the Y.M.
H.A. built the present Thirunelveli Hindu Mix-
ed School on a land donated by Mr. A.K.
Ponniah for that purpose. Messrs N. A. Nada-
rajah and V. Ponnampalam were the recipi-
ents of this donation for the school. With the
help of all the people of Thirunelveli who con-
tributed timber and money for this propose
the Hindu School was built. Thereafter there was
no difficulty in getting Government grant for the
new school. The new school also became the
venue of the weekly meetings of the Y. M.
HisAs

The older set of members one by one wenl
out and a new set of members took over the
duties. Mr. N. A. Nadarajah, after his final
examination as a proctor, died about the year
1917. Mr. V. T. Pasupathy went for his medi-
cal course in India. Messts Sivagnanam,

Kanagalingam, Subramaniam, Saravanamuthu
and a few others went to Malaya. Mr. V. Pon-
nampalam also went to Malaya but returned
soon and was the leader of the new genera-
tion of young men in Thirunelveli. Among these
were K. P. Shanmugam, 8. Sabaratnam, V.
Kandiah, C. Ratnasabapathy, S. Sundaram,
V. Cathiravelu, A. K. Ponnampalam, C. T.
Arasu, M. Subramaniam, T. Mathiyaparanam,
and V. Kanagasabai. Mr. T. Rajendram too,
wio had come from Malaya and was staying
in the villag: at this timz, took an active part
in the affairs of the Association, especially in
producing Shakespeare's plays.

At this time, the Central Y. M. H. A. was
formed by prominent men like M. 8. Elia-
thamby, V. 8. Kumarasamy, N. Subbiah and
a number of other enthusiastic Hindu young
men who were determined to do what they
could to reyive the Hindu religion and culture.

The Thirunelveli Y, M. H. A. declined a re-
quest to become a branch of the Central Y. M.
H. A. but it co-operated with the Central Y.M.
H. A., which, however became dormant in the
twenties. Mr, V. 8. Kumarasamy became a
member of the Thirunelveli Y. M. H. A. and
functioned as its secretary for some time.

By this time the members of the Y. M. H. A.
were keen on having a home for themselves.
In 1918 a piece of land was donated by. Mr.
S. Ponnampalam, an uncle of Mr. 8. Than-
garaja who was then an active member of the
Y. M. H. A. for the purpose of putting up a
permanent home for the Association. A Suffi-
cient number of bricks were made by the mem-
bers with their own hands, and when an ade-
quate supply was ready, they, with their own
hands, built the original building, which had
one room and a hall, with half walls on three
sides and a thatched roof. The wood work
only was done with hired labour. It was a nice
little home of which we were all proud. Many
interesting debates and lectures were held in
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this building, and the espirit-de.corp among
the members was very high at that time. A ma-
jority decision was always acted upon without
any objection or obstruction. The leading mem-
bers at this time were Messrs A.K. Ponnampa-
lam, S. Sarawanamuthu, A. C. Nadaraja, T.
Kanagasundaram, K. Sivasambu, N. K. Nal-
lathamby, 8. Thangarajah, K. 8. Subramaniam
and S. Vairavanathan.

Sports and athletics too at Panika Valavu
received due attention. The play ground had
become the venue for inter-club matches,
Great players from all over Jaffna came there
to show their prowess. Teams from far away
Ilavalai and Point Pedro came all the way to
Panika Valavu. Games were played in the corr-
ect spirit. The Y M. H. A. had a complete up-
to-date set of materials well maintained. Besi-
des soccer and cricket, games like volley ball,
rounders and “thadchi'” were also played. The
young men of that period got a very fine train-
ing which has left a marked influence in their
lives. Some of these are Messrs S, Thambidurai,
the present District Judge, Batticaloa, A.C. Na-
daraja, advacate, Colombo, Dr. S. Nadaraja of
the A.T.1.,Colombo,and Mr, R. Ratnasabapathy
Engineer, Colombo, Messrs K. Thiyagaraja,
K. P. Thillaiampalam, P. Selvarajah, S. Mar-
kandu, N. Ponnambalam, T. Thambipillai and
K. Kasippillai.

The finances of the Association improved
during the period when Mr. K. N. Tlayathamby
was the treasurer and the Association com-
menced a new stone-built building with Mr.. C.
Ratnasabapathy as the building engineer. This
was done in stages, and the credit for the suc-
cessful completion of this building is due to
Mr. N. Kumarasamy, the general secretary of
the Association for a number of years. He had
devoted much of his time and energy and even

money for the welfare of the Association.
The Y. M. H. A. has a fine library. Books

were supplied to the library by its members.
Special mention may be made of the gift of

books by Messrs 8. Sundarampillai of Muda-
mavadi, S. Sabaratnam of Malaya, S. Sarava-
namuthu, T. Duraisingam and P. C. Navarat-
nam. In addition to the books, Mr. T. Durai-
singam also presented a fine almyrah in which
these books were kept. During the course of
years many books were lost, yet the Associa-
tion hasnow a full library. Recently a fur-
ther addition to this has been

American Embassy .

made by the

Very soon after the construction of the origi-
nal homs of the Y. M. H. A. in 1918, the
members started the “Thannir Pandal” for the
benefit of those going in the hot sun to the
Nallur Kandasamy Kovil during the festival
days. Contributions in cash and kind were sent
in for this purpose by members as well as non-
members. Volunteers too were not wanting for
service during these times. This work has been
going on uninterruptedly for the last forty
years, and is likely to go on in the future.

During the late twenties and early thirties
some of the leading members were Messrs
T. Duraisingam, V. V., Karunanithi, V. Sittam-
palam, V. Satchithanandam, K. Ponnappah,
N. Kumarasamy, N. Jeyasingam, N. Sivasi-
thamparam, R. Nadarajah, K. S. Nadarajah
and K. S. Chelliah. During this period the
library and reading room were well maintained
and the sports activities were well looked after.
Some of the prominent m2mbers during the
forties were N. Vaithialingam, S. Sanmugana-
than, T. Thavaraj, Kathiramalainathan, Vilva-
rajah, Saravanapavan and Selvaratnam. Early
in the fifties Mr. N. Vaithialingam died which
was a great blow to the Association. During
this period some of the older members like
S. Saravanamuthu, N. Kumarasamy and P. C.
Navaratnam stepped in and kept up the acti-
vities with the help of members like Saravana-
pavan, Selvaratnam and Sanmugalingam.
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In 1953 a4 music school known as ‘“Kalala
yam” was started. It was opened by Mr. A.
Kanagasabai who was at one. time a [lamous
“Kathapirasangiar,” a great musician and dra-
matist. Regular classes were conducted in
Karanatic music (vocal and instrumental) and
in Baratha Natya. The services of a well known
teacher Mr. A. Suppiah, were obtained. At pre-
sent the Kalalayam appears to be in the
doldrums.

For fifty years the Y. M. H. A. at Thiru.
nelveli had continued to function not only
without a break but also with great credit. Tts
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premises have been used both by Government
Departments and others interested in social,
cultural and economic development in the
country. The members of the Y. M. H. A. both
old and new are proud of the Association’s
achievements and they hope and pray that the
Y.M. H A. may grow from strength to
strength and continue to do the good work it
had done in the past. “Service” has been the
motto of its members all along and there is no
activity nobler than this.

8. Saravanamuthu B. A.
President.
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By Dr. V. T. Pasupati M. B., B. S. (Madras) Retired Provincial Surgeon, Jaffna.

More than half a century ago the late Mr.
N. A. Nadarajah, while he was attending the
Jaffna Hindu College as a student, wished to
start a Literary Association for the student
population of Thirunelveli. [t was, T believe,with
the encouragement that Mr. G. Shiva Rau,
the then Principal of the College gave, and with
the help of the Senior Students of Thirunelveli,
attending the different  colleges of Jaffna, St.
John’s, St. Patricks, Jaffna Central and the
Jaffna Hindu, Mr. Nadarajah started the
young Men’s Hindu Association, Thirunelveli.
The late Mr. D. S. Veluppillai (popularly
known as Sakkadathar) was, I believe, the first
President of the Association and Mr. Nada-
rajah the first Secretary. The other Senior
members of the original Association were the
late Mr. Sabapathy (Vethantham) Mr. V. Pon-
nambalam (popularly known as Ponnannai),
Mr. V. S. Kandiah, Mr. M. S. Nalliah, Mr. 8,
Kanagalingam, the late Mr. S. Sinnathurai, the
Jate Mr. V. Subramaniam, (Captain), the wri-
ter and a few others,

Mr. Nadarajah was the live wire of this
Association until he left for Colombo to join
the Law College. He was the first to pass out
as a Proctor from Thirunelveli. As he started
to practise as a Proctor  his end came and
Thirunelveli lost in him one who would have
done much to improve the village.

Mr. Sabapathy, who I believe, was the first
Vice-President, passed out as the first  Advo-
cate from Thirunelveli. Later he gave up the
practice as an Advocate and passed out asa
Proctor and practised successfully for a long
time at Kurunegala.

After an year or two from the inception of
this Association the writer had the honour and
the privilege to be elected as the Secretary and
he continued to be as such for some time.

The meetings of the Association were held
in the evening of every Saturday. The last
Saturday of the month was reserved for pro-
ceedings in Tamil.
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The programme consisted of speeches and
comments on a particular subject, debates, and
recitations by the younger members. These
were done to train the members in the arl of
public speaking, proper enunciation and to
acquire knowledge. From the beginning itself
the meetings were popular and fairly well-
attended.

Soon it was thought that the Association
should develop the physical side also of the
members. A Foot-ball Team and a Cricket
Team were formed. The practice was held re-
gularly in the open space called Panikka Va-
lavu. Keen and friendly matches were played
with other teams of the clubs in the neigh-
bouring villages.

With the progress of time the members esta-
blished a Reading Room and a Library, which
has been one of the best among the private
ones.

A few years later the Association, started to
observe the ‘Gurupuja’ days of the important
Hindu Saints and Leaders.

Some vyears after the establishment of this
Association there was a Central Y. M. H. A.
established in Jaffna by the late Mr., M. S.
Elyathamby, advocate and a few other
gentlemen.

They also established branch Associations in
the different parts of the Jaffna District. This
Association refused to became one of the
branches of the Central establishment, but
co-operated with it in its activties. This Central
Y. M. H. A. and most of its branches func-
tioned for some years and then eeased (o exist.
But this Institution can be legitimately very

proud to state that it is still functioning well,
is doing very good work in Thirunelveli and
is growing stronger and stronger.

Within a few years after the establishment
of this Association the senior members of it
with the help of some others formed an Asso-
ciation to establish and manage a Hindu
School in Thirunelveli. At the beginning as
there was a Christian Mission School, recog-
nised by and receiving a grant from the Edu-
cation Department, it was found extremely
difficult to run the school without Government
grant, After some years the school was regis-
tered and it started to receive a grant from the
Government. This school has been growing
bigger and doing very good work. Tt has now
become a Director managed one. The Chris-
tian School ceased to exist a few years afler
the Hindu School was recognised by the
Government, as there are not many Christian
families in Thirunelveli.

The Association was also  interested in the
common cremation ground of Thirunelveli and
has been improving it by supplying the ameni-
ties required,

Many generations of students and young
men of Thirunelveli have been deriving lot of
benefit from this Institution and they are all
grateful to it.

May the Almighty God continue to bless
this Association to do more and better work
in the future.

Jaffna,
13th Oct. 1961.
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A PEEP INTO THE PAST

_—

It is with real pleasure that T am able to
look back on my early association with the
Thirunelveli Y. M. H, A. As a little boy, I used
to recite poems and narrate stories at the
weekly meetings. On such occasions whenever
the President told me I had done well, [ used
to be very pleased about it. It served as an
inducement for me to do so more often and
to do it better. There are many others who,
like me, have had this experience. The Y. M.
H. A. had served as a school or a training
ground lo prepare many of us to face life with
confidence and comparative ease. It is confi-
dence or lack of it that mostly makes for suce-
ess or failure in an undertaking, and the Y. M,
H. A. successfully instilled into many of us this
confidence. It is my early training at the Y. M.
H. A. that helped me when I was called upon
to function as the vica-president at the Univer-
sity Tamil Society and as the General Secretary
and later asPresident of the Union Hostel Soci-
ety. ‘Tt is this advantage that we old members
expect the present members too to derive from
the Association. 1t is only when there is suffi-
cient activity at the Y. M. H. A., that these
results can be obtained.

One notable feature of the Y. M, H. A. in
our days was the perfect discipline among the
members and perfect obedience and respect to
the seniors among the members. It was due to
the excellent training we had from our seniors.
We learn that the same discipline is not evi-
dent now. The present members will not mis-
understand me if 1 desire to emphasise the as-
pect of discipline in the life of the members as
a most desirable feature. There is much truth
in the saying “Learn to obey if you want to
lead.” Many of us old members have been
leaders in our various walks of life, and there

is no doubt that our early training at the Y.M.
H. A. was responsible for this. Whether at the
weekly meetings or in the playzround or even
on the streets this was evident. Even when a
senior member punished a Junior member for
some fault, the parents of the member puni-
shed, rarely raised any question about it. Ab-
sence of discipline rarely went unpunished. T
remember a captain of our football team on
one occasion, finding that the Association’s
store room was not open, climbed over the
wall and removed the football to the play-
ground. He had to lace a powerful attack from
the members at the subsequent meeting, and I
believe he had to apologise for what he had
done.

Another matter I can never forgetis the
building of the first home for the Y. M. H. A.
Having got the donation of a piece of land for
our use, we found that we had not sufficient
funds to get a building put up. We decided to
do it ourselves. Every evening after school and
before games for'some time, we joined in
making bricks, and when we had collected a
sufficient number of bricks, we brought them
to our land in a hand  cart and built a room
and a hall ourselves. The timber work, of
course, had to be done by carpenters. The
house we built was small but suffizient for our
purpose,

During those days whenever people wan-
ted assistance in any form, they usually turned
tothe Y. M. H. A. 1If a wellsweep had fallen
or a new wellsweep had to be put up, a mess-
age was sent to the Y. M."H. A, and a group
of members went up and did the work. The
only remuneration we expected on such occa-
sions was ‘Vaddai’ and coffee. Similarly if

3



Mr. S. SHANMUGANATHAN Mr. T. THAYARAJAH

.
Mr. P. C. NAVARATNAM

Mr. N. CUMARASWAMY



Mr. T. THAVARAJAH

Mr. S. SHANMUGANATHAN

Mr. N. CUMARASWAMY

Mr. P. C. NAVARATNAM



there was a wedding, all the decorations and
even the preparation of dashing crackers etc.,
were all left to the members of the Y. M. H.A.
On one occasion, when there was tension in
the village due to organised housebreaking
and robberry with violence, we divided ourselves
into groups and one group  weat round the
village each night keeping watch. At about 11
or 12 p. m. we would get to a house, to which
previous warning was given, for coffee and
svaddai’. We continued this watching till the
scate subsided. In short the welfare of the
village in every respect was our responsibility,
and life went on smoothly to all concerned. T
wish that this is done in every village. The
whole village in that event  will feel and live
like one family.

We used to have frequent “Kathapira-
sangams” in those days. Many of these were
conducted by Mr. A. Kanagasabai of our
village who was very good at it, and the
villagers, particularly the women, loved to
listen to him. He used to tell us in the course
of his ‘Kathapirasangams’ small stories to
illustrate his points which were very interesting
and instructive. This reminds me of the words
of Julian Huxley, who in one of his letters to
Bramwell Booth wrote that a man who cannot
be made to listen to an argument can be made

COLOMBO.

to listen to a story, and that was the purport
of the Arabian Nights Tales.

Our annual general meetings too used to
be looked forward to by the villagers because
of the songs, the dialogues, ‘Koladdams' and
acting of scenes mostly from Shakespeare. On
one occasion, we had some scenes from Hamlet
and T took the part of Hamlet’s mother. After
drinking some poison by mistake I had to fall
down. When I fell I found the people laug-
hing. The reason was, my wig had rolled off
showing my cropped head. I can recount
many incidents and past experiences [ had at
the Y. M. H. A. but space does not permit it.

The Y. M. H. A. can continue to play a
very vital role in the lives of the people of our
village, if the present generation of members
also are active and follow in the footsteps of
those who had preceded them. There are a
number of matters in which the Y. M. H. A.
can help and, without presuming to advise
anybody, [ wish to express my desire, which
1 belive is the desire of many other members
too, that the Y. M. H. A. should look after
the interests of not only its members, but also
of others in the village, and thereby to
continue to make Thirunelveli a pleasent place
to live in. I wish the Y. M. H. A, a long and
useful existence,

A.C. NADARAJAH.

Advocate.
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YOUNG MEN’S HINDU ASSOCIATION
THIRUNELVELL.

I first heard of this Association at
Thirunelveli in 1911 from my alter ego, the late
Dr. Sabapathy Subramaniam, who was my
class-mate (at the Jaffna Hindu College). He
was to me what Lycidas was to Milton or
Hallam to Tennyson. Our mindsseemed to march
together and we were called the inseparables.
We were inseparable like the twin notes of the
Kokila or Kuyil or Cuckoo inseparably paired.
«We were nursed upon the self-same spring,
Fed the same flocks by mountain, shade and
rill”.

Subramaniam and I came closest together
in1912&1913.In1912 he and I were selected after
a stiff test and promoted from the 6th standard
to the Cambridge Junior Local Class. Sri
Arumukha Ramalingam Shanmukha Ratnam’s
brilliant performance in the 1911 examination
made our Acharya Gulvadi Shiva Ran 1o
resort to this device, whereby he hoped to
maintain the high standard set by Sri A, R. S.
Ratnam, who passed the Cambridge Juniot
Local Fxamination with first class honours
and distinctions in five subjects-viz. English
Language and Literature, History, Latin,
Chemistry and Mathematics. Though T could
not equal Sri A. R. 8. Ratnam I succeeded in
getting distinction in English in the Cambridge
Junior and honours and distinctions in English
and History in the Cambridge Senior Local
Examinations.

Both of us lived with Sri Shiva Rau from
April 1912 to April 1913 (when Sri Shiva Rau
severed his connection with JaffnaHindu College
and became the Principal of Manipay
Hindu College). From 1912-1914 [ came to
know, through my alter ego, Sri V. T.
Pasupathi ( Jater Doctor Pasupathi). Sri
Vallipuram Subramaniam (later known as

“Captain’). Sri. V. 8. Kandiah, Sr S.
Ekamparam (Surveyor),Sri Vallipuram Ponnam-
balam (Ponnannai), Sri N. A. Nadaraja and
Sri R. V. Sabapathy {(Vedantam) inter alia
when Subramaniam took me to his house for
the Thamil New Year in 1912. All the above-
mentioned were the active workers ol that
illustrious Institution, the T. Y. M. H. A. Sri
Ponnambalam (Ponnannai) ‘“‘soared above all
others in sublime solitary grandeur.” He *did
selfless service”, and was the natural leader of
the Village and of the educated elite, then
resident in that village. When he was employed
in Malaya for a short time, he used to write
letters to his co-adjutor Captain Vallipuram
Subramaniam, which my alter ego borrowed
from the Captain and showed me. Ponnannai’s
epistles opened for me a new horizon. Those
were the days of the Bengal Anti-Partition
agitation and its aftermath - (the after-swell of
the Tempest). “Surrender Not’’, the uncrowned
Emperor, had almost become “Sir Surrender”.
The dumb revolutionaries with their bombs had
made Babu Surendra Nath or Suren Babu
dumb. “Ferocious” Mehta too had lost caste
after the Surat Split. Sweet reasonableness did
not attract the youth of Vanga, Maharashtra,
Andhra and “Then Nadu” G@gsr sr.
“Lokamanya Balavanta Rao Gangadhara
Tilakar”, “Lala Lajapathi Raiyar’, “Vipina
Chandra  Palar™, Aravesnda  Ghoshar”,
“Brahmava Panditha Upadhyayar”, “Then
Nadu” Tilakar, V. O. Chidhamparampillai,
Subramanya Sivam and Brahman Neelakandam
had their thrones in the hearts of the young,
though thrown into jails by the British.
Araveenda Ghoshar’s  Uttarpara  speech,
Balavanta Rao Gangadhara Tilakar’s masterly
self-defence, Chitta Ranjan Das’s impassioned
defence of Araveenda Ghoshar, Barindra
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Kumar Ghosh (Araveenda Ghoshar’s younger
brother) and Bhupendrapath Datta (Swami
Vivekananda’s younger brother) echoed in the
hearts of the intrepid sons of India and kindled
the fire of nation-worship, of pure patriotism
(not of that variety which is the last refuge or
resort of scoundrels) in the hearts of those in
their teens. Then Subramaniam and I were
only eleven but the rising tide or roaring flood
of Nationalism liberated by “Bepin Chandra
Pal” on the Madras Beach (the Bande
Mataram speeches) echoed and reechoed in
our heads, ears and hearts. So did Maha Kavi
Subrahmanya Bharati’s soul-inspiring songs-
his mri@o0 uresvssr. Maha Kavi Ravindra
Nath Thakur’s songs (translated into English)
and Dwijendra Lal Roy’s soul - stirring songs
(translated into English) also contributed to the
awakening especially his “Devi Amar, Sadhana
Amar, Swarga Amar, Amardzssh™.

We ‘heard’ in Ponnannai’s letters not only
those mentionded above but the harmonies of
Bankin Chandra Chatterjee’s in ““Ananda
Madam’’,“Bande Mataram,” the “Marseillese™
“rendered later into flaming, burning Tamil”
by fiery C. Subrahmanya Bharati, the Maha-
Kavi of Madras.

We also heard of and knew then the
morning song of India, of India’s charioteer,
Parthasarathi, of the charioteer of India’s
destiny and of the Dispenser of India’s destiny
by Ravindra Nath, the famous “Jana Gana
mana vadi Nayake Jayahe Bharata Bhagya-
Vidhata’-*Thou art the ruler over people’s minds
(Ruler of India’s Destiny) (Charioteer of
India’s destiny} (Dispenser of India’s destiny).

But for Ponnannai’s letters(l verily believe)
my nascent nationalism might not have seen
the light of day. Ponnannai’s letters to Captain
Subramaniam, which my alter ego got
regularly from the Captain and lent me, sowed
the seed of genuine love for Bharata Devi or
Mata, adoration for Maha Kali, Jagadhatri or
Bhavani the ishta devathai (the tutelary deity)

of Chattrapathi Shivaji, veneration for Ramdas,
Tukaram, Ramakrishna, Vivekananda,
Dayananda Sarasvati, Devendranath Thakur,
Keshav-Chandra Sen, Sivanath Sastri, Sister
Nivedita and our own, our very own Ananda
K. Coomaraswamy, Swami Ram Tirtha, Swami
Shraddananda, Swami Satyadev, Sadhu T. L.
Vaswani, Nripzndra Chandra Bannerjee,
Acharva Praphala Chandra Roy, Acharya
Jagadeesh Chandra Bose, Ramananda
Chatterjee, Hara Dayal, Shyamji Krishna
Varma, Chempaka Raman Pillai, V. V. 8. Aiyar,
Savarkar Brothers, Chapekar  Brothers,
Brajendra Nath Seal, Babu Bhagavan Das,
and other patriots, prophets, philosophers and
Savants who filled the firmament of Bharata
Mata and made her effulgent and resplendent,
harmonious and really catholic or universal.
Ponnannai by his letters to Captain Subrama-
niam which my alter-ego gave me, opened my
eyes. I sought illumination from Sri C. Mayil-
vahanam of Alaveddi, our teacher and guide,
from Acharya Gulvadi Shiva Rau and Acharya
Benegal Sanjeeva Rao-Canarese or Karnataka
cousins - who raised the Jaffna Hindu College
to dizzy heights of eminence from 1908-1914.
1t was during this period (1912-1918) that 1
“came into close contact” with Ponnannai,
Captain Subramaniam, V. T. Pasupathi, V S,
Kandiah, N. A, Nadaraja, R. V. Sabapathy
(Vedantam), an intellectualprodigy of gigantic,
proportions, equally at home in Greek
Sanskrit and Latin, English and Tamil,
Mathematics and Music and S. Subramaniam
(Apothecary). Sri S. Sabaratnam was my
class-mate from the capitation class to the
Cambridge Senior Local Class. He was called
L. L. D. (because of the leagth of legs and his
height) and &l mSwri. In 1913 he was the
Captain of the Jaffna Hindu College Junior
Football Club. Sri Vallipuram Subramaniam
was the Captain of the Senior F. C. Thus both
the cousins Sri  Subramaniam and Sri
Sabaratnam were the captains of the College
Ist and 2nd elevens in 1913. Sri Subramaniam
was known as “Captain” all over Jaffna and

2o 30N EE



i s3lANLsS ¥IHOBIH ¥Ood
ANVION3I ¥04 1437 3IH NIHM 9%l NI
WVIVEWVNNOd ‘N "4 Ol T13M3dvd




later in Malaya when he was employed there
for a short time. Captain Subramaniam was
succeeded, when he retired in December 1915
(after captaining for 3 years), by Sri K. P.
Shanmukham of Thirunelveli, who bestrode the
football world in Jaffna like a Colossus in 1916,
1917 and 1918 (till June). Rev. Bullough,
Principal of the Jaffna Central College, used to
call him the “steam roller” for none could check
him. His corner kicks can and will never be
excelled They were ‘sui generis’ unique. Not
even Sri Murugesu of Hartley College, another
brilliant soccer player and captain, could equal
Captain Shanmukham’s dexterity and skill,
Captain Shanmukham’s free kicks penetrated
the goal even at a distance of 90 yards (so
powerful were his shots). He dazzled all by his
brilliance especially as Centre half-back but he
acquitted himself with supreme distinction
wherever he played. 1 was his second in
command in 1916 and succeeded him as captain
in 1917, but I was only the nominal captain,
he was the actual or real leader and [ had him
always by my side even when tossing the silver
coin for cup maiches in 1917 and 1918. He
was a “pillar steadfast in the storm™ - **the
stately column™ - “the beacon fire”, “the grand
sentinel”. He out-manouvred brilliant players
like Captains V. S. Duraisingam, M. Chelliah
and even ‘stars’ like Malaya Tlayappa. When
Sri Shanmukham was employed for a short
time at Messrs Aitken Spence & Co. Ltd.
Fort, Colombo, he gave a superb exhibition of
Jaffna soccer in 1918 which thrilled the wvast
crowds at Barrack square. Though Sri K. P.
Shanmukham shone splendidly in soccer and
did well in Cricket and Tennis, he was not
deficient in other arts. He was a fluent speaker
both in English and Tamil and participated in
all debates and discussions, He was the
Assistant Secretary of the Jaffna Hindu College
Literary Asscciation in 1916 when I was the
Secretary. When our best orator in 1916 Sri
S. C. Thillainathan of Thalaiyali spoke on Poet
John Milton, the only two who spoke after
him were Sri K. P. Shanmukam and myself.

Stri Shanmukham is still with us. May he
live long and become a standing example of
‘Mens Sana in Corpore Sano® Thoughhe did
not shine as a scholar he was a good student.
Had he devoted as much time for his studies
as he did for sports and speech-making, he
could have become one of the best all - round
sons of Jaffna Hindu College. Sri W. D. N.
Selvadurai, now a flourishing Proctor, then our
sports and ‘classics” master will testify to Sri
K. P. Shanmukham’s ability to ‘“chase the
rolling circle’s speed and urge the flying ball”
as well as to write and speak precisely and
concisely. None who ‘saw’ il can forget Sri K.
P. Shanmukham’s ‘elephantine’ strength, how
he stopped and caught on his chest a projectile
from the bat of Sri S. Saravanamuttu, the
Thomian Skipper, in the Central College
grounds in April 1918 after ‘Sara’ had just
scored 100 runs and seemed well on his way to
score a double century.

In 1917 one Sri Kathiravelu, an active
member of the T.Y. M. H. A. transferred his
allegiance from St. John’s College and joined
the Jaffna Hindu College. He was a good
debator and speaker. At this time Sri N.
Subbaiya Raja, a brother-in-law of Sri, later
Sir P. Ramanathan, was our star orator and
debator. I was his second in command, Sri N.
S. Raja by his cut, thrust, parry and peroration
and 1 by my sledge-hammer strokes or blows
and vitriolic, virulent vituperation worsted the
redoubtable Sri Kathiravelu, but he was a
foeman worthy of “our steel” I have yet, to
hear a better, more suave superb orator than
Sri N.S. Raja or Sri S.C. Thillainathan of
Thalaiyali among school-boys. I remamber very
well the inter Y. M. H. A. debates in 1917,
when speakers from the Jaffna Central Y. M.
H. A. and the Thirunelveli, Nallur and Pettah
branches participated. Sri Thirunelveli
Nellinayagam Subbaiya, later proctor, seemed
to triumph with his tub-thumping, filibustering
feat, but the laurels were neatly and stylishly
won by Sri N. Subbaiya Raja with his polished
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rounded periods, his refined raillery, brilliant
rapier-thrusts and his prefervid peroration.
Had Sri N. S. Raja become an advocate, there
would have been none in Sri Lanka to excel
him as an expert or ‘adept’ in forensic fluency
and claptrap but he had owing to chill penury,
to hide his brilliance under a bushel as a
schoolmaster and is now in retirement. He
could have effortlessly stepped into the shoes
of the sage of Sukhasthan had only his power-
ful patron and close relative assisted his protege
to graduate in India. “Those who can, do
those who can’t, teach” wrote George Bernard
Shaw. He was not altogether incorrect.

The Central Y. M., H. A. at Vannarponnai
founded in 1915 had branches all over the
island, flourished and rose to its meridian
splendour in 1922 when that grand young man
Sri M. S. Ilayathambi was its General Secretary

5-11-61.

from 1915-1922, but ceased to exist when he
was not at its helm in 1923. The Thirunelveli
Y. M. H. A. is still active and vigorous and is
about to celebrate its 50th year of meritorious
service.

May it grow from strength to
greater strength! May its  office-bearers
(Patrons, Presidents, Vice-Presidents, Secretaries,
Treasurers, members of Executive or Working
Committees) co-operate fully and freely, pull
together and combine to lead the Association
from victory to victory from triumph 1o
triumph! (although the party now in power in
Sri Lanka has taken over its educational
institution). May the Glory of the T- Y. M.
H. A. never fade. May Parama [shvara lead
the Association and the members of the
Association from the unreal to the real from
darkness to light from death to immortality!

S. Balasubrahmanyan.
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SANATHANA DHARMAM

488309

“Life is a mysterious fabric, woven of
chance, fate and character’””. That I was born
a ‘Sanathana Dharmite’ (HINDU) and that
Sanathana Dharmam  became the subject of
my special study when I studied the Sanathana
Dharmam Text Book edited by Mrs. Annie
Besant in 1910 might have been due perhaps to
my past Karma or a part of my special destiny
or the result of my character or mere chance.
‘Man’ some say ‘is a chance product, a bye-
product of time and tide’. I doubt it. The
world is not the result of meaningless chance.
There seems to be a purpose working  itself
out through the ages. There is the perpetual
activity of the Supreme in the world or
universe. (9jsuaTar i) QT SDIOYLD I eHFUIT 5. )

A series of seeming accidents have shaped
my life as well as the lives of others. There is
more in this life of ours than meets the eyc.
Life is not a chain of causes and effects or
results. “Chance seems to be the surface of
Reality but deep down other powers are at
work’. “Nothing, not even the seo-called acci-
dent of birth is merely accidental. That has
become my firm conviction based on experi-
ence and age. (for I am now three score years
and one.)

I grew up in an atmosphere where the
Unseen seemed a living Reality. My grand-
father, father, my uncle and my ‘purohithar’
were all learned men. A profound sense of
spiritual Reality seemed to brood over my
world of ordinary experience. My favourite
uncle was a Sannyasi, who died when I was
seven years of age, at Kashi (Kasi or Baranasi).
He was the one who most loved me and thus
deeply influenced me. T helped him in his Shiva
Poojai and he taught me how to perform poo-
jais and initiated me. He used to chant the

Bhagavat Geethai in Sanskrit, Tamil and Eng-
lish, and made me get by heart certain slogams
(slokas). Had he lived with us longer T might
not have become the agnostic that I became
from 1911 till 1913, when Sri Benegel Sanjeeva
Rao,himself a Cambridge Science Tripos, M.A.
(Cantab.), opened my spiritual eye by his gen-
tleness, graciousness, generosity, goodness and
greatness. My preceptor and principal Sri Gul-
vadi ghiva Rau was also an agnostic but a Sa-
nathana Dharmite. He was also a universalist
and rationalist. For him there was no religion

higher than Truth. He presented me with Sir -

Edwin Arnold’s ‘Song Celestial’ and ‘Light of
Asia’. He was a fearless iconoclast. He had no
images in his house. He never went to kovils or
temples for worship. He had a portrait of ‘Ra-
madas’ the Guru of Chattrapathi Shivaji and
pictures of Tukaram, Ramakrishna, Viveka-
nanda and Purandaradasa and photographs of
Mahadeva Govinda Ranade, Balavantrau
Gangadhara Tilakar, Gopala Krishna Gokhale
and Araveenda Ghoshar. To him patriotism-
not that variety of it which is the last refuge
or resort of scoundrels-but nation-worship
and not hatred of the forgcigner—was a religion.
“Mother and Motherland are dearer than
paradise”, he often used to quote with relish,
He ate food cooked by the so-called untouch-
ables when the food was cooked hygienically.
He defied uninstructed or unenlightened public
opinion and the howling mob. He was a
staunch nationalist a revolutionary even but
not an anarchist though he sometimes leaned
towards philosophic anarchism. He used to
say that ‘Goyernment’ was best which gover-
ned least. He tried to curb, control and cana-
lise my political extremism or intransigence,
my anarchist proclivities, to tame my rebellious
spirit. When he left us in 1913  to become the
Principal of Manippai Hindu College his youn-
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ger cousin Sri Benegal Sanjeeva Rao succeeded
him as Principal of the Jaffna Hindu College.
He (Sanjeeva Rao) was only 30 years old then.
He was tall, fair and handsome, a more gifted
speaker, a refined rare spirit and an inspirer.
He was also a masterful personality who fasci-
nated all by his winsome ways, his persuasive
eloguence and tranquility. He never became
angry. He was not so rugged or so forthright
as his elder cousin, who was more sturdy and
strong physically and who had a more “irrefra-
gably” independent spirit. His younger cousin’s
influence was subtler and more penstrating
flike the roots of trees and shrubs which split
granite. “GBLlg@muyd urtarEég O p & G
s rouresm uswrsSar Caumss G pim
i (Bib."” )

He was adisciple, a chela of Mrs. Annie
Besant. Sri Sanjeeva Rao was a true teacher like
Sri Krishna, He advised me finally to think lor
myself, listen to the stili small voice and act
as I chose after calm consideration when he
found that I was a born non-conformist. Sri
Benegal Sanjeeva Rao was in Jaffna for one year
only but his old students called him in 1919 and
1946 to speak to them and inspire them with
his sattvic strength and serenity. He was like
Shelley, a charmer. I accompanied him during
his walks and listened to his talks to a few select
students. I gathered then that Sanathana
Dharmam was eternal religion, the correct
name for so-called Hinduism sometimes styled
Brahmanism. The Vedas, especially the
Upanishads, the Agamas, Ramayana, Maha
Bharata, especially the Bhagavat Geethai,
the Puranas and Dhammapada were the
scriptures relied on as authorities and that
ancient rishis,sages, seers and saints founded the
Sanathana Dharmam, if ever it had a beginning.
What is perennial, what is quintessential in
Sanathana Dharmam, is its spiritual idealism
and the quintessence of its spiritual idealism
is in the Upanishads—the fountain head of
Indian thought in all ages. Every revival of
idealism in Bharat has traced its ancestry to the

teaching of the Upanishads. Even heterodox
Buddhism is rooted in the Upanishads. Buddha
accepted the idealism of the Upanishads at its
best and made it available for the daily needs
of mankind-the masses. The stunning
marvellous achievements of modern science
and technology have not seriously affected
the solutions ‘offered” by the Upanishads.
Though remote in time, the Upanishads
are not remote in thought. The message
of the Upanishads is as true- to-day as ever.
The Upanishads disclose the working of the
primal impulses of the human soul which rise
above differences of race and geographical
position. They illustrate and illuminate the
primary fundamental types of spiritnal
experiences, they lay bare the sacred and
secret relations of the human soul and the
Ultimate Reality. Those rishis, those sages,
seers and saints who tackled these problems
remain still and will remain for all time in
essential harmony with the highest ideals of
civilization. Sri M, Subrahmanya Aiyar, M.A.,
B.Sc. was another great soul, a real guru,
who greatly influenced my life and moulded
my character. He came to teach us Religion
and Science and did so from 1913-1921,
when on being appointed Principal of
Nalanda College, Patna, he had to leave us. He
was a Sanskrit scholar also and had mastered
the English Language as well. He translated
and explained to us the Upanishads especially
Isha Upanishad and the Bhagavat Geethai.
He also introduced to us Rabindra Nath Tago-
re’s Geethanjali,Gardener, Crescent Moon,Fruit
Gathering, Sadhana and Personality, Brajendra
Nath Seal’s philosophical works, his Positive
Sciences of the Ancient Hindus, Jagadish
Chandra Bose’s Response from the Non-living,
“Araveenda Ghosh's” Arya and Ideal of
Human Unity. In 1919 another Subrahmanya
Aiyar (P. A.) - a venerable and veritable
patriarch, a really erudite Sanskrit scholar,
joined the staff of the Jaffna Hindu
College and taught the teachers and students
the Vedas, Upanishads, Valmiki’s Ramayana,
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Vyasa’s Maha Bharata and Bhagavat Geethai.
Sri V. Kuoamaraswami Pulavar (alias V,
Govindapillai) (father of Dr. K. Shivapra-
kasam PH. D.) taught me Sivagnana Potham,
Sivagnana Siththiyar, the Puranams, Kamba
Ramayanam apd Villipuththoorar’s Maha
Bharatham. T read awvidly in 1919 and after
Ananda K. Coomaraswamy’s Art and
Swadeshi, the Dance of Shiva, Buddha, and
the Gospel of Buddhism, Myths of the Hindus
and Buddhists and Indian and Indonesian
Art and the old copies of the Ceylon National,
Review edited by that Kalai Rishi. They
made wme his slave for ever. Swami
Sharvananda came in 1915 and introduced to
us the Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna and Vivekan-
anda’s works. They were like heady wine.
Sister Nivedita’s Web of Indian Life, The
Master as I saw Him and Kali the Mother
profoundly stirred me and the other young

men and teachers. My faith in the Saiva

Siddhanta tradition +was shaken. Certain
factors in our religion as practised in Jaffna
constricted the free life of the
Sanathana  Dharmam as preached by
Vivekananda and Ram Tirtha provided me
with undogmatic apprehensions and discipline of
mind-essential means for the discovery of Truth.

Sankara’s works attracted me. So did the works .
of Plato, Plotinus and Kant. The works of

Bradley and Bergson influenced me not a
little. The grand insights, fundamental
motives and patterns of thought of the
Sanathana Dharmam as practised by Bapu

(Gandhiji) have meanings for me even today..

Lokamanya Tilakar’s (Tilaks) Geetha Rahasya
gave a powerful impetus to my thoughts
‘Tilaks’ life and work, his suffering, sacrifices,
scholarship and statesmanship held mz in
thrall ti!l Bapu eclipsed Tilakar after his
passing away from this plane of earthly
existence. Rabindra Nath Tagore’s works and
writings too greatly stirred me and appsaled
both to my head and heart simultaneously
and made me to learn Bengali, Brajendra
Nath Seal and later on Radha Krishnan with

Spirit. .

his philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore,
Reign of Religion in contemporary philosophy,
Indian Philosophy, Hindu view of life, Idealist
view of life, East and West in Religion,
Religion and Society, Bhagavat Geethai,
Eastern Religions and Western  Thought,
Dhammapada, Upanishads and Brahma
Sootras illuminated my mind. [ came into
direet contact with Bapuji (Gandhiji) in
November 1927. His writings, his letters, his
talks, his speeches, above all his life. The
Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna, Romain Rolland’s
“I will not Rest” and lives of Ramakrishna,
Vivekananda, and Gandhi and Beatrand
Russell’s writings, e.g. Sceptical essays, the
Scientific outlook, Mysticism and Logic have
flooded my mind and spirit. “Araveenda
Ghosh’s’” Life Divine and Essays on the
Geethai and Vinoba Bhave's £en s Gu@meny
sar have convinced me that the Sanathana
Dharmam as interpreted by Ramakrishna,

Vivekananda, Tilakar, Brajendra Nath Seal,
Ramana Maharishi, “Araveenda Ghosh,”
Radha Krishnan and lived by Bapuji (M. K.
Gandhi) bids fair to be the only universal
religion without fanaticism without dogmas
without- exclusiveness and without
provincialism. “Ekam Sad Vipra Bahuda
Vadanti®® “The eternal has no caste”
ya cka avarna “@&rGm @ogph  gmaGer
B meugmb’” have coloured my mind spirit
and soul.

Bharat or India and Sanathana Dharmam
have been slowly constructive and unfalteringly
synthetic from the earliest days to the present
time.Sanathana Dharmam is infact an“immense
synthesis deriving its elements from a hundred
different directions and incorporating every
conceivable notion of dzity (god or goddess)
in nature, faith, hope and charity”., The chief
characteristic of Sanathana Dharmam is its vast
hospitality. The vast hospitality of the Hindu
mind is almost proverbial. [t has room for all
from the savage to the sage. Indians have con-
centrated for millennia on the problems of
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divine realityghuman life and destiny. Philoso-
phic wisdom has been the inspiration of our
culture. Indian wisdom has contributed effecti-
vely to the cultural developments of Indo-
China or further India now styled South East
Asia. Indian wisdom is essential for the re-
education of the entire human race. Ancient
Hindus or Indians asked questions and found
answers analogous in their diversity to  some
of the more imporfant ‘currents’ in modern
thought. The works of Sankara and Nagarjuna
are marvels of precision and pencztration com-
parable to the very best of western thought.
Life according to Dawey is a proczss of experi-
mental adjustment in a precarious world where
“values are as unstable as the forms of
clouds.”

A scientific view of the world has shaken
the foundations of many of the ancient cresds.
No religion which tolerates superstitions can
or will be accepted by mankind today. Noth-
ing can be true by faith if it is not true by rea-
son, We have to discard alike dogmatic reli-
gion, and mechanistic science although the
machine has become now the dominating fac-
tor of civilization. Technology has transformed
man’s relation to machine as well as man’s re-
lation to man. There is concentration of pro-
ductive power and wealth in a few hands or
their monopolization by a state  bureaucracy.
Cultures have bocome standardized with the
result that there is monotony every where in
every sphere. We find the same magazines and
hear the same music or dance tunes all over
the world.

Men and women have ceased to be persons
and have almost become objects, things and
instruments. We strive for the kind of success
which is measured by bank balances. There is
tension and human beings are unbalanced and
neurotic. We are at war with ourselves. Any
self-constituted saviour by wide-spread and
insistent propaganda and promises of food,
shelter and amusements at the price of subjec-

tion to his leadership can win a following and
fool the people, the howling mob for a number
of years — (five years at a stretch-) till his im-
posture is exposed. The omnipotent state has
come into its own owing to the disappearance
of culture and traditional values and claims
and exacts loyalty, over-riding loyalty. Dicta-
torships, proclamations ol emergency and the
absolute supremacy of the State or the head
of the state are characteristic features of demo-
cracies which enjoy the freedom of the wild ass-
adult franchise. Technological civilization has
become a disease (perhaps now only social).
Human beings cut off from all sources of self-
renewal have withered. There is apotheosis of
power. Human beings have lost all their senses
especially their sense of responsibility. Human
nature is capable of almost limitless self-decep-
tion, All may soon live under totalitarian
tyrannies-almost everywhere. New pseudo-
scientific superstitions have sprung up which
seem to inspire mammoth crowds or myriads
of human beings with fanatical fervour and
medieval mass hysteria masquerading as reli-
gions. The world wars have revealed human
proctivity for evil, our enormous capacity for
savagery, cruelty and evil of which perverse
human nature is capable. Almost all are
atheists n practise. We deny God’s existence
in everything that we do. We bow down bzfore
the world, flesh and power.

The meaning of history is to make all hu-
man beings prophets to establish a common-
wealth or republic of free spirits. The goal of
history is the gradual transmutation of intel-
lect into spirit. When death is overcome, when
time is conquered the reign of the eternal spirit
is established. The whole man, body, mind and
spirit is one. The body is the ¢‘scabbard of the
soul”. It is the instrument of ethical life (dhar-
ma sadhanam). The Upanishads believe that
the principle of the spirit is at work at all.
levels of existence moulding the lower forms
into expressions of the higher Ananda, the
highest principle of cosmic evolution (spiritual

= S0 ==

15



freedom) is alsé slowly disclosing itself. Spirit
creates the world and controls its history by a
process of perpetual incarnations. Spirit is
working in matter so that matter may serve
the spirit.

We are called upon to grow from division
and conflict into liberty and love, from igno-
rance to wisdom. Knowledge of God is achie-
ved by a change of consciousness, the experi-
ence of a new birth-an illumined mind,a changed
heart and a transformed will. Wisdom is free-
dom from fear. When man attains or obtains
or achieves liberation there is harmony in his
life and its expression is joy. There is a tradi-
tion of direct apprehension of the Supreme in
all creeds, in all ages and in all lands. The des-
cription of that experience is impressively
unanimous. Spiritual experience is a state of
ecstasy or complete absorption of our being.
The flash of absolute reality breaks through
the normal barriers of the conscious mind,
leaving a trail of illumination in its wake-the
serene radiance of enlightenment. The contem-
plative insight into the source of life is not an
escape into the subjective. A human being can
strip himself one after the other of the outer
sheaths of consciousness, penetrate to the
nerve and quick of his life until all else fades
away into illimitable darkness, until he is
alone in the stainless white radiance of a cen-
tral and unique ecstasy.

Yoga is a path used for the methods of
drawing near to the Supreme. Itisan act of
recollection or recollecting by which the self
distinguishes its primal being from all that is
confused with it, its material, vital, psycholo-
gical and logical expressions. Thus the self is
assured of its participation in ultimate being.
When we are in being we are beyond the nor-
mal world of freedom. The inward hold we get
makes us the masters of life. *“Religion then is
experience turning inwards towards the reali-
sation of itself”. 3

The mandate of religion is that man must
make the change in his own nature in order to
let the divine in him manifest itself. Supreme
cosmic transcendence, cosmic universality and
divine mystery meet, merge and mingle, It is
impossible, to describe the inexpressible rela-
tionless, absolute mystery. No (man or hu-
man) being however enlightened or holy can
ever be really emancipated or saved till or un-
til all others are saved or freed. Those who have
realized their true being are the integrated
ones—the liberated or freed souls who help other
souls in bondage. Deliverance is the supreme
end of life-a state of union with the highest self
or absolute-a permanent union. Liberation is
the destruction of bondage, which is the pro-
duct of ignorance. In oneness with the abso-
lute Brahman, the outer self is hushed, the
deeper layers are released into activity; the
self enters into the silence of the
absolute Brahman or into communion
with the Supreme Enternal Person or is trans-
ported into the beatific embrace of the cosmic
spirit-a state where there is no desire, no
passion not even any consciousness. Human
beings have potential universality  which they
actualize in the state of liberation. The life of
the freed soul itself is a service. Though the
liberated soul lives in the world of becoming,
he lives with his consciousness  centred in the
Divine ground of all Being. His life in the
world is more vital. Holy, calm, supreme self-
mastery and righteous action characterize the
life of such liberated souls. They become a
lisht, a power of Truth, to which they have
struggled and attained and help the develop-
ment of others. They will be engaged in the
work of the world, sustained by their rare
vision until the struggle with evil and imper-
fection is altogether over and the world is res-

tared to spirit. They help those who are lost in
the world of sorrow and suffering. They are

filled with compassions and they take up the
burden of the world. Themselves having cros-
sed over, they remain out of compassion for
men to help them also to make the crossing
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until all are redeemed. The liberated work in
the world. The perfected cannot look with in-
difference on the sufferings of the imperfect
for they are also his own self. It is the life
Divine-the integral way. ‘The liberated indi-
viduals are released from their individuality
at the close of creation”. This is the flight of
the Alone to the Alone. When the world is
redeemed the Supreme Lord becomes the Ab-
solute one, alone and knows nothing else.
When all individuals rise above the plane of
quality, with its ego-sense, struggling aspira-
tion and imperfect love, the world lapses into
the Absolute.

Yoga is the method of concentration by which
to attain unity with the Eternal. We are asked
10 suppress speech and mind, merge the latter
in the knowledge self, that in the great self,
that in the Tranquil Self, the Absolute.
The highest stage is attained when the five
senses, mind and intellect are at rest. The
Supreme is to be comprehended only by a
supreme effort of consciousness, Eternal
Religion deals with man’s seeking for the
Eternal, the sources of truth and Joy. Full
truth can only be known by a mind of
transcendant rationality. The conception and
expression by men of the Reality which is
universal can only be partial according to the
diversities of race and character. ‘The soul of
Man is the home of God’. Whatever forms

COLOMBO.

or ishta devathais we may start with we grow
into the worship of the One Universal Spirit
immanent in all and transcending all. Bhakthi
or devotion is a typeofknowledge. Any form of
worship which falls short of complete self-
naughting will not take us to the unitive
life. When the wveil of avidya, intellectual
knowledge is swept away or aside a flood
of light breaks upon the awakened soul and
a vision of the Universal Self is obtained or
achieved. *“The Supreme is felt as an inward
principle of power and new bzing in life”.
‘We feel that the vision of the Supreme, the
realisation of it is wholly the operation of
God working on the soul by extra-ordinary
grace’. The heights of contemplation scaled
by a few are attributed in a special degree
to divine grace. The light may fade after
the vision but the soul can never lose
altogether what it has once beheld or seen.
We must attempt to renew that experience,
make it the constant centre of all our
activities, until the completely real is
completely known. Sanathana Dharmam is
not a rigid hide-bound frame-work which
cripples and hampers the life of the spirit and
requires us to resort to a period that is now
past and beyond recall. “Itis not a memory
of the past but a constant abiding of the
living spirit”. It is an ever-living, ever-flowing
stream of spiritual life.

S. Balasubrahmanyan.
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The Promotion of Hindu Culture

PEPERSFLIISRRE IR RN LO ST RO DRV SRR RO

The Hindu sages, saints, rishis, and prop-
hets have wandered far and wide, high and
low, in search of the Eternal Bliss. Many were
deluded by mirages because they had no guide
or guru. Great seers appeared from time to
time and offered their own solutions to find
out a secret way of achieving the Eternal Bliss.
Most of them advocated renunciation. Lord
Buddha, a great Hindn, renounced his beauti-
ful wife, his only child, his dear parents, his
powerful throne and his admiring people.
While in meditation under a Bodhi tree in
Buddha-Gaya he obtained enlightenment. He
looked around him and out of compassion for
the erring humanity he made everlasting reve-
tations. His disciples and their successors had
been preaching to the world the secret of the
noble Eight - fold Path.

Men are of different minds and tastes.
Their intelligence or the power of comprehen-
sion vary. From time to time teachers of reli-
gion appeared in differant lands and have put
forward differeat interpretations of religion to
suit their own understanding and tastes. The
same religion assumed different garbs to suit
the circumstances of the everchanging timsz and
gave rise to different sectarian views. Al times
even the main principles of the same religion
became diversified. The migration of our
ancestors from Mesopotamia to the fartile
valley of river Iadus and from there to the
arid south produced the variety in our religion.
But it is possible to trace out somz identical
truths underlying the different sects of the
same religion. For truth is always constant.
Two into five is ten under all circumstances in
all parts of the world. Our religion tolerates
every form of religious faith and requires the
adherents of the various faiths to be true and

sincere to their tenets. The main object of
every religion is worship of God.

Is God comprehensible? Many people
worship God out of fear. We hear stories ol
spirits from our childhood. Most of the
spirits are said to bz of evil nature. They are
given different names according to their
abodes. Trees culverts and junctions in lonely
places are the favourite places where the evil
spirits haunt. They have husbands and wives.
Somz of them are more powerful than the
othars. The females are notorious for their
fiendish acts on unfortunate human beings.
A few scheming men of black magic thrive
by them.

The benevolent Super—Being, in whose
presence everything is fashioned and moved, is
both Omniscient and Omnipotent. In our life
we feel at timss, that there is somzthing which
permzates everything. In relation to our
parents on earth this Super-Being is called either
a Father or a Mother. To Suntharar this Super-
Being is a friend and to Kannappar a child.
A few even regarded Same asa servant. The
Super—Bzing is everything. There is nothing
without It. Some speak of a Creator. If there
was a creation at a timsz, what was that creator
doing before the time of Creation? What was
the impulse that made him to start Creation?
What was ths purpose in Creation? In other
words for whose bznefit was the Creation effec-
ted? The wise say that all these are beyond
human comprehznsion. Man with finite powers
does not possess the faculty to know the
Infinite. Sree Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
Thevar told his beloved disciple Swami Vive-
kananda that he would show him the God.
He said. “Thou art that, Know Thyself”. We
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are all parts of the Full. The Full appearsin
the forms of mother, father, brother, sister,
uncle, aunt, nephew, niece etc. The heart must
melt out of love towards every form of life,
Tears should stream out from the eyes out of
joy. We must become immersed in the
Supreme-Being. A person who tastes honey
cannot make another person  understand the
tlaste of honey by using all the words of all
the languages of the world. The second psrson
must taste a drop of honey himself to realise
its taste. Religion teaches us to realise the
Supreme-Being, It prescribes a course for spiri-
tual discipline. A Hinduis expected to pass
through  four stages, viz Bramachari,
Grahasta, Vanaprasta and - Sanyasi. The
bramachari leads the student life under a
teacher. He should observe the vow ol celi-
bacy in thought, word and deed. During his
lraining under a teacher, he learns self-purifi-
cation. When he leaves the teacher he is

adviced to preserve his seed for the propaga-
tion of his race. Thus the Second stage
becomes a necessity fulfilling the divine pur-
pose. The elaborate rituals and ceremonies
performed at marriages in Hindu homes
emphasize ths divine purpose behind the holy
marriage. No Hiudu ceremony is done with-
out the husband and wife coming together.
The welfare of those in the other three stages
depends on the unity of man and wife. They
are made one by the holy matrimony to sus-
tain the world. Religion demands them
to be so.

Every man needs religion to realize the
Supreme-God. The religion which enables us
to realise God in us is the true religion. We can
go to the moon or even  to the sun with our
physical body but we cannot ever know  God
by our eyes or our mind. We can only realise
God by our experience. We can enjoy God’s
presence. Religion teaches us the nature of
God. We gain ideas about God according to
our power of understanding. Our religion
teaches us the three indestructible enti-

ties of God, Soul and Bondage. i. &, Pathi,
Pasu, Pasam. We are so immersed in worldly
pleasures and enjoyments that we are  blind to
our religion. In our temples we only adhere to
the ceremonies without understanding the
meaning behind them. We observe our religion
by burning camphor and breaking cocoanuts.
The offerings before the shrines are determind
by the number of houses or relatives to whom
the offerings should be served. Some people
say that man made the God and religion is
opium to the people. The present tense inter-
national situation is a sure indication of such
a religion. The nations who speak of a
heavenly Father and daily pray “Thy will be
done on Earth” are still blind to the all embra-
cing nature of the Supreme-being. The stage
of self-realization is far, far away from us on
account of the present turmoil of civilization.
Are we fully aware of this perilous state of
affairs? Why are we indifferent? Did not
Gnanapragasar of Thirunelvely fame escape
the torture of Portuguese rulers in ancient
Jaffina? Did not the modern sage Sir Ponnam-
palam Ramanathan choose Thirunelvely to
promote the Hindu Culture? There is some-
thing in the atmosphere of Thirunelvely, So be
bold. Our brothsrs and sisters of Thirunel-
vely! Awake! Arise! Form a federation of all
the Y. M. H. A. in Free Lanka for the promo-
tion of Hindu Culture in Ceylon. The licn of
Uduppiddy, Mr.M. Sivasithamparam M.P., the
president of the Colombo Y. M. H. A. will be
always too glad to administer religion in tiny
doses mixed up with his politics, if necessary
to suit our tastes.

The present set up of affairs in Sri Lanka
does not in anyway appear to be conducive to
the promotion of Hindu Culture. The Hindus
are not in a position to induce the government
to promote Hindu Culture. Four hundred
vears of alien rule had created in us a stupe-
fying nature to depend on others for every-
thing we require for our daily existance. As in
the ancient days we have no kings or saints to
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promote Hindu Culture. The government con-
sists of a steam-roller majority of Sinhalese
Buddhists. We have no savants like Sree La
Sree Arumuga Navalar among us to rise and
awdken the Hindu public. The co-operative
societies, the rural development societies, the
communily centres and the Mahila samities
are all government sponsored and are run with
government supervision to fulfill prescribed
" purposes. The membership of all these socie-
ties is open to one and all. None of them can
dev iate from its beaten track to interest itself
in the promotion of Hindu culture. The young
men of today are the leaders of tomorrow,
Therefore it is the bounden duty of the Hindu
youth to rally round and form a federation. for
the promotion of Hindu culture. When
nations are forgetting there differences and
aspiring for co-existence or to establish a
world government is it a difficult task for the
Hindu young men to get together in the name

of their ancient glory to march towards the
Supreme-Being and to become immersed in the
Supreme-Being in service to the Supreme-
Being? “What you wish you become” is the
benevolent advice usually given by the most
revered Yogar Swami of Colombuthurai. So
let us all wish ‘with a strong and sencere heart’
to form a federation of all the Y, M. H. A. A.
for the promotion of Hindu culture in Ceylon,
There is many a task to be done. So let us go
forward with courage and faith to do service.

Long live the Thirunelvely Y. M. H. A,
as a source of everlasting fountain for the
promotion of Hindu Culture.

Om! Chat-Chit-Anandam.

S. LOGESWARAN,
Hony. Secretary,
¥. M. H. A.

Colombuthurai,
Jaffna.
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The earliest memories of my association
with the Y. M. H. A, dates back to the late
thirties. As students of the Tamil school many
of us whose centre of activity was the
playground adjoining the school, would oc-
casionally go to Pannikkarwalavu to see a
football match. It used to be a thrill and
a privilege to be present at these occasions
when we, tiny tots, were tolorated by the
‘older’ members of the village.

A few years later, we were permitted to
visit the Y. M, H. A. library and make use
of pictorials, magazines and books. It was
during this period that my interest in read-
ing developed and the first magazine that
Y. M. H. A. introduced me to is the ever-
popular. * gperhs s sr

The years 1940-43 particularly the early
war years Were uneventful in the history of
the Y. M. H. A. The building were almost
closed up, the library had a few or no
journals, and Pannikkarwalavu remained
unused. In fact, during this period the Y.
M. H.’A. had acquired a bad reputation and
the parents avoided sending their child-
ren to the Association. Probably, the only
function of the Y. M. H. A. that went unin-
terrupted was the Thannirpandal for the
Nallur Festival.

From 1944-45 onwards, a determined
effort was made to re-organise the
Y.M.H.A. and to restore its usefulness to the
village youth. A host of older men entered the
scene to help in this resurrection. Among
those I remember at the moment were
Messrs R. Ratnasabapathy, late K. P. Thilli-
ampalam, T. Somannar, K. S. Chelliya, K. 8.
Nadarajah, N, Kumarasamy and N, Siva
Sithamparam. The list is incomplete and any
omission is unintentional,

It was during this period that the pre-
sent building took its final sha e, and activi-
ties ‘were renewed, with considirab]e interest.
The writer remember that as editor of the
“journal ” of the Association a number of
articles and magazines were produced. Among
my contemporaries were Messrs K. Ratna-
singham, R. Sabanathan, Sri Ranganathan,
K. Pathmanathan, late Devarajah, Sitham-
paranathan and Gnana Shanmugam. This
list too is incomplete and any omission is unin-
tentional,

An interesting feature of our meetings
those days was that the collection of “cha-
rity money *’ at the meetings used to exceed
rupees three a large sum indeed. Debates were
organised regularly and considerable interest
was displayed by the mesmbers. The Asso-
ciation provided a real forum for the ex-
pression of views and proved an effective
instrument in developing the mental faculty
of the members.

We played foot, ball matches and criket
matches regularly with teams from the ad-
Joining villages, like Kokuvil, Urmpirai, Kan-
dermadam and Nallur. Matches with Thiru-
nelveli East as distinct from Thirunelveli North
were alternately played at Koththiathaimoolai
and Pannikkarwalavu. These matches like
the championship matches of the present
day schools, were not without their incidents
and occasionally would result in fights and
fisticuffs. But they were all in a day’s game.

One remembers how one day after a
cricket match we went for a film thanks to
Mr. M. Balasundram, the present M. P. for
Kopay. This film, will be remembered for
an unfortunate incident in which a notorious
rowdy was involved in a brawl. Halfway
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through the picture, Mr. N. K. Nallathamby,
whose son, the late Ganesshan was with us, had
got wind of this incident and had come to
take us home and sad to say we had to
leave the theatre half way.

One remembers the keen enthusiasm
shown by the young members those days to
organise the Thannirpandal annually. Col-
lecting subscriptions from the members of
the village was not easy, but somehow or
other we managed to have the Pandal going.

It is during this period that the older
members of the Association like N. Kuma-
raswamy, R. Ratnasabapathy and others came
to play a dominant role in the activities of
the Association, The year 1948 onwards
energetic young men like S. Shanmuganathan,
Villavarajah, Selvaratnam and others took
charge and the Association blossomed out
into fine activities,

Unfortunately, my active participation
the Association ceased with my entry to the
University but T remember leading a debat-
ing team of the Y. M. H. A. against the
Neeraviadi community cenire where the efforts
of our team was highly commended by the
tate R. Sivagurunathan,Chairman, U.C. Jaffna.

[t is sad therefore to hear that most of
the present youth of the village have shown
little or no interest in the activities of the
Association and it has been left to *“young
men” like Mr, Saravanamuttu, Mr. P. C.
Navaratnam, Mr. N. Kumaraswamy to shoul-
der the responsibilities of the Association.
The younger men must take greater share
in the activities while the older members
could guide it from outside.

One cannot think of this Y. M. H. A.
without thinking of the founder members,
like the late Captain Subramaniam and Mr.
Ponnambalam. Elsewhere in this journal
there appears an article recalling the services
by these two men in the early years of the
Association. I can vouch for the keenness
shown by Captain Subramaniam, whe it was
I may say in passing created in me the interest
of the Association, and whose familiar figure
one cauld not miss at the Y. M. H. A, and
he was the only one, to my knowledge, who
had remembered the Y. M. H. A. in his Will.

If there could be many more men like
captain Subramaniam one need not fear about
the future of the Association. I am sure
the village does not lack such men.

V. Sarvaloganayagan.
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INCREASE IN TEN YEARS
FREE OF INCOME TAX

Invest in

SAVINGS
CERTIELCA RES

Encashable at any time

*

NATIONAL SAVINGS
MOVEMENT
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OFFICE ; E946
RESIDENCE : 6577

W, SHANMUGARAJAH

MANUFACTURING JEWELLER,
DIAMOND MERCHANT AND PAWN BROKER

T'GRAMS
TELE

195, SEA STREET, COLOMBO-11.
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JUBILEE HARDWARE STORES

GENERAL HARDWARE, BRASSWARE AND
PAINT MERCHANTS.

*

Direct Importers

30, 32 & 34, THIRD CROSS STREET,
COLOMBO-11.

Phone: 4617 T9371. Grams: *“JUBHARD”

INTRODUCING!!!

THE ROBINSON 2000
CORDLESS Eiectric Shaver

Adjustable To Any Beard.
A GERMAN PRODUCT.

¥
Sole Agent:

C. F. T. ENGINEERING Ltd.

467, Union Place,
COLOMBO - 2.

T'phone: T356. T'grams: CEYLOREN.

.
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@® Falling Haix
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® Premature Greying

® Dandruff
K. W. PERERA & SONS LIMITED,

321, GRANDPASS ROAD,

COLOMBO- 14,

KARARAASTI A ARSI 8

78023

Telephone :
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THE NEW CHINESE SHOP

THE LEADING HOUSE FOR ALL THE
CHINESE GOODS

Specialists in :
CHINESE EMBROIDED TABLE CLOTH, KIMONOS
LADIES UNDERWARES, PYJAMAS
CHINESE EMBU SHOES
CURIOS ETC.
*
84, CHATHAM STREET,
COLOMBO-1.

PHONE: 35_02.

HAJI MOHAMED & SONS

IMPORTERS
&
WHOLESALE
TEXTILES
MERCHANTS

107, SECOND CROSS STREET,
COLOMBO-=-11.

Phone: 285T. Grams: *“I1QBAL”

&~



T e A S e

V. 5. SUBBIAH CHETTIAR & SONJS
(CEYLON) LTD,

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN TEXTILES

169. SECOND CROSS STREET,
COLOMBO-11.

Telegrams: “Y ARN” : Telephone: 3696.

Exquisite Creations in Costume
JEWELLERY!

Step in and see our selection of EAR DROPS

designed and made in Ceylon. Silver and Gold

Plated Ear Drops with beads and chains are

available in an exclusive range of Oriental and
Modern designs.

ORIENTAL GEM EXCHANGE

79, CHATHAM STREET, FORT,
COLOMBO-I.
Phone: 79502.
¥*

Prices from s. 10 to 30. Branch Showrooms:~
6, Champagne Court, " Tor Road |, 3-Chome,
Kowloon, Hong Kong. Kobe, Japan.
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¢ PIMPLES ... ..... o
3 THE NEW SWISS TREATMENT
4

4

g ACNEX

X

£

Apply for Literature

¢ THE CENTRAL MEDICAL STORES LTD.

& COLOMBO. %
¢ »
& Phone: 7282, »
« »
gvvvvvvvv VVVVVVVVVVV IRERP RPN NSRRGSR vv‘-&v?:z
[ 1948700 4868 |
{(é 20 Years of Sewice to the Nation ;g
§ »

| »
;ég THE PIONEER PHARMACY 0
& 183, MAIN STREET, »
% COLOMBO-I1. ;g
X 9
& e »
éﬁ WHOLESALE CHEMISTS, DRUGGISTS ;;
E< . AND : §
é OPTICIANS. ;;
gj T’ phone: 3510. T’ grams: “CHEMKO” g;
R A R A R S R N R R R A R A N A A I N R R SR NSRS RIS RN AR RS

od8



et oy

bR R e S M B S S S BB S S R S S G S LR SRR

%QJGG\DW@ M HTLUTT H BH
DDy B emi ny!

RFonid 22-F HE&FH Garsral apye
@@ﬂmﬂﬁm OB Gl dlewysetlev

® “osiripsw e ew@Lr
QL E@H LD FTp? —Gmar.

® oLnllipnssrs aTaTET FRME UTFSDH
el Hursy Qeuiligr) 19f55 apigweilsbds!

® asamussL G8ari smsr ey ws

: * Heurzll &CevwrFetr
* Clxgblefl &Cevor & str
* Freisdf

6TiD. eTe6wr. mntlwmm

*

% 6TiD. eT6iT. FU QD
* Gs. o. snsECaum
*

erid. 8y

WHMID LIGVF iy 55

yromweswtl 18 & & 1 e

BILITFIDGD T 925

LITL gD &6l ¢ @en Fulen iy :
&eAlEHTT & 6507 UOT HIT & 65T . ellsbeumm GeT-TFwinep & &,
Honr &56m B — WL THOGEIT :

7. b Am.

L 30t S oAt S ahchs s W
b S EL ER EL R X

VA P




For Qualzty Jewellery

PATTAKANYU SUBBIAH ACHARY & SONY
‘“Qovereign FHouse”

102, NEW CHETTY ST., o COLOMBO-I3.

Phone: 2604,

FOR CARE-FREE ORMICA
STAIN FREE FURNITURE L iaminatep PLASTIC

IDEAL SURFAGING
MATERIAL FOR
YOUR

BATH ROOMS
LIVING ROOMS
BED ROOMS
KITCHEN

AVAILABLE IN OVER 60 COLOURS & PATTERNS

WALKER SJONS & CO,, LTD,

Colombo - Banddmweia Galle- Jaffna - Kandy - Matara
Nuwara Eliya - Ratnapura - Talawakelle.
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g GLAZED COTTONS
) SILKS AND
2 COTTON SAREES

v .
| SELLAMUTTU’'S

«“ 130, SECOND CROSS STREET, _ )
« PETTAH, COLOMBO - 11, %
¢ Telephone: 4143.
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KANAGALINGAM’S
‘GOLDEN LIGHT’ CIGARS

KANAGALINGAMS
Golden Light Gigats

= “Shecially B
8 Prooluced %o il ol §
Climates { any fime |

THESE CIGARS ARE THE HAPPY ANSWER TO YOUR
SMOKING PROBLEMS. THEY HAVE BEEN SPECIALLY
INTRODUCED TO KEEP YOUR SMOKING COSTS
DOWN TO THE MINIMUM, WHILST ENSURING THE
MAXIMUM SMOKING PLEASURE. THEY ARE MADE
WiITH: SELECTED) FOBACCO. TFTHEY  HAVE AN
AROMA AND FLAVOUR THAT IS APPRECIATED
BY ALL DISCRIMINATING SMOKERS.

Available Everywhere
V. KANAGALINGAM PILLAI & SON
17, St. John’s Road, Colombo-II.
Tel: 5883.

{
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AND BODILY WEAKNE/SS.
FORTIFIED WITH 5 VITAMINS

OBTAINABLE EVERYWHERE.

THE UNRIVALLED TONIC FOOD
FOR NERVOUS EXHAUS TION

= |
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