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ALL ABOUT OUR < AIN” TOWN.

SECOND PAPER.

% UST a very few steps further down the street than
';%; the Manse, there was a small thatched cottage, in
«%;y which lived a rather notable couple, familiarly known
as ¢ Perkins and Nell.> The people in W.— had a great way
of fixing nicknames on their neighbours, and when once a
person was thus appropriately labelled, as it were, his original
name was dropped altogether, and never used again, even
by himself. Such was the case with ¢Perkins and Nell.’
They had so long been called only by their nicknames-almost
ever since they had settled in the village indeed-that I ques-
tion very much if anyone could have told what their proper
names were. °Perkins® was a clogger, a profession, which
has now become obsolete in Scotland, but was then a tolera-
bly lucrative business, especially among a thrifty set of people
like the W.— folks. But ¢Perkins,’ through very clever at
making the wooden shoes his neighbours thought so much of,
was, not at all industrious, and spent a good deal of
his time in sauntering up and down the street, or fighting
with his wife. He and ¢Nell” were not at all so loving or
agreed as husband and wife ought to be, and many were the
disputes between them as he would sit on his bench, awl
in hand, with clogs in all states of progress scattered
around him. ¢Nell’ was a tall stout. woman with a
dreadfully long toncrue, but all her rebukes and scoldings
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