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Founders of Science
In Ancient India

Athavan - The First Discoverer of fire

If man could be right proud of any discovery it is the discovery of
fire, It is difficult to evaluate the importance of this Fore most dis-
covery today. When fire is common and our means of generating it
are So simple. But think of the times when there was no fire on this
earth, and when the sun alone was the source of light and heat. We
do not possess the biographical details of the first discoverer of this
fire . He is know to us by several name. Of which Athavan or Athavan
i5 his personal name and being a discoverer of fire he came to e
know as Angiras.. After him the whole Engrosses who became as-
sociated with Various Egvedic hvmns

In Greek mythology we have a reference to one Prometheus
wha stole fire from heaven and brought it to the earth. Prometheus
is a legendry of mythological figure. Where as athavan is a man at
hosiery. We have reasons to believer that the legend associate with
name primitives also went from India to the outside country. The
word Prometheus it self is derived from the Sanskritf combination
pra-mantha Since the first fire was obtained by the process of churn-
ing or mantha. We shall gate a passage from the chamber’s Ency-
clopedia in this connection.

“The religious history of its production, although evernywhere we
find that a rich mythology has gathered round the subject like all
the chief manifestations of natural forces, fire was early person fied
and worshiped, and we see a similar process personification and
divinations in the names of the first fire givers the Greek prometheus
, the pra mantha of the early Aryans, and his chines parrallel Suj-
jir"

Chambers Encyclopedic Fire

A Continues article will be published to readers for knowing
the areatest contribution the Hindus have made to Science and
Technology.
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