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EPIGR APHIA 7]:YLANICA

No. 1. CEYLONESE CHRONOLOGY

HE chronological problems that have been raised in the past numbers

of the Epioraphia Zeylanica make it indispensable that we should huve
some sort of a settled chronological table of Ceylon kings, to which we could
consistently refer in our future discussions. We propose, therefore, to prefix
to this number such a one, which, though probably subjected to criticism,
we fzel sure, will none-the-less be welcome to the readers of this publication.

In the history of Buddhism in Ceylon there are some outstanding events,
which, by reason of the sanctity a devout people have invested them with, and
the importance of the part they have played in the rise and progress of
Buddhism, have come to serve as landmarks in the history of the Island.
Not only the Arcumstances connected with these events, but their dates
as well, are matters of general agreement among the Buddhist chroniclers of
Ceylon and elsewhere; so much so that we find later writers have often gone
to the extent of adjusting the lengths of reigns of kings so as to fit in with
these universally accepted dates.! ;

As an instance, there is the old synchronism of Devanampiya-Tissa with
Asoka, whose date is fixed from external sources, with the result that the
Nibbana of the Buddha falls in 483 8.c.2 Upon this synchronism some of
the later landmarks of Buddhist history are based; so that when we are told,
for example, that at the beginning of Siri-Meghavanna’s (No. 59) reign, 845
years have nearly elapsed since the death of the Buddha, the chroniclers had
not the vaguest idea of the existence of a Christian era, and it was of no
consequence to them whether according to, this era the Buddha's nibbana
fell in 483 B.c. or in 544 B.c. They simply adhered to the traditional Buddhist
- date, already widely known, without any other calculation whatsoever.

The contention ?, that the dates of these landmarks were probably arrived
at by the computations of historians who lived after the establishment of the
544-543 B.C. era, holds good, if at'all, only in such cases as are not corroborated
by external synchronisms. 3

But there exist external synchronisms which do corroborate not only the
483 B.C. era, e.g. the embassy to Samudragupta in the reign of Siri-Megha-
vanna (No. 59), the arrival of Fa-Hian in the reign of Buddhadasa (No. 61)

! For example, see below, p. 5, note 1. 3
. See Fleet, J.R.A.S, 1909, p. z2. Cf. also Pradhan’s Chronology of Ancient India (Calcutta,
192%7), Ch. xxii for arguments adduced in favour of fixing the death of the Buddha in 487 ».c. instead
of in 483 B.c. ? As adduced by Fleet, /2., pp. 5 and 333.
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and Kassapa I's (I;TO. 74) embassy to China', but also the newer one,
namely, the 544-543 B.c. era, e.g. Mana-Vamma’s (No. 99) first unsuccessful
attempt to gain the Ceylon crown soon after 642 A.n. in the reign of Hattha-
datha I (No. 95); the invasion by the Sinhalese and the Pandyas, of the
Cola country in Kassapa V's (No. 115) reign; and the invasion of Ceylon
by. Parantaka I about 943 A.D.2 These synchronisms, as will be seen from
the chronological table, agree with the older era of 483 n.c. up to the time of
Kassapa I (No. 74) 526-552 A.D. On the other hand, from the time of Hattha-
datha I (No. 95) 642-651 A.D. they seem to follow the dates based on the
era of 544-543 B.c. How this excess of about sixty years in the Buddhist
reckoning, came into existence within a period of nearly 125 years (526-
651 A.D.)—whether by the accumulation of errors in the computation of regnal
years, or by the deliberate adjustments made by later historians?, or through
the introduction of a new era from some other Budlhist country—we are
unable at present to determine *.

In drawing up the following table, we have more or less followed the model
suggested ® by the late Dr. Fleet, to whom we owe so much for his labours in
the field of Indian epigraphy. We have also carefully considered the duration
of each king’s reign, and made due allowance for expired and current years.
The importance of the latter consideration, in achieving accuracy of chrono-
logy, is obvious and has been already demonstrated by, among others, the Gate-
Mudaliyar W. F. Gupawardhana in his Introduction to the English translation
of the Nikayasanrgaha®. 5

Our chronological table, calculated on these lines, shows where the compilers
of the Mahavaiisa®, for example, have attempted the adjustment of lengths of
reigns in the manner stated above. It will, moreover, bring to prominence
the places where the dates from external sources are in agreement with those
calculated from the Sinhalese chronicles, and based on the landmarks of
Buddhist history-.

! See below, p. 11 and Sylvain Lévi, fournal Asiatique, 1900, pp. 316 et seq. and pp. 401 et seq.

* For these three synchronisms, see Hultzsch, /LR 4.5, 1913, p. 525.

% By means of adding or omitling reigns or making two contemporaneous kings rule one after
the other instead of simultaneously in different parts of the Island. This supposition is not improbable
when we consider that the Thera Dhammakitti who wrote this portion of the Mahavarmsa or rather the
Ciilavarmsa lived in the thirteenth century A.p. when ;44-543 B.c. era was well established in Ceylon.
See below, p. 25.

4 In this connexion we venture to suggest that this discrepancy of 6o years may be accounted for,
if it can be proved that there were variations in the calculation of the Christian calendar since the death
of the Macedonian king, Alexander, in 323 B.c., as the difference appears only after the fifth or the
sixth century 4.p., when Buddhist dates of synchronous events are compared with Christian dates.

 See [.R.A.S5., 1909, p. 338, n. 1. ¢ pp. xiii and xiv,

" We use the title Makavarmsa to include the second part of this work, namely, the Cilavarisa,
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS

Page 2, line 22, 7ead Gunawardhana,

Page 6, No. 20, read 44-17.

Page 20, foot-note 2. 7ead Gunawardhana.

Page 30, foot-note 1, 7éad Gunawardhana.

Pages 30-45. For an understandmg of the historical value of & and Mo, for this
period, conswlt  Schurhammer-Voretzsch's Ceylon sur Zeit des Konigs Bhu-
vaneka Balku und Franz Xavers, Leipzig, 1928, pp. 25-28 and 51=53

Page 41, No. 173 According to Portuguese authorities, No. 173 whose reign is
omitted .in M. seems to be identical with No. 172. If this is not the case,
No. 173 probably held the Katte sovereignty for about ten years only (1506~
1516 A.D.). .

Page 43, line 16, read after a reign probably of ten years.

Page 43, No, 174. For 2054—2071 and 2071—2072 réad 2046-2059 and 2059
2064 for 1511-1528 and 1528-1529 7ead 1503-1516 and 1516-1521.
Sez pp. 283, 428, and 582 of Schurhammer’s work cited above.

Page 43. Before Jaya-vira Bandara-inser# Dom Manuel ; for about 20 years read
about 41 years: for 2085 and 1542 read 2106 and 1563. ‘This ruler was
born in 1486 A.D. (#. p. 425), still reigning in 1551 (£2. p. 555) and in 1562
(. p. 49). 3

Page 44, No. 175, For 21 years read 3o years; for 2072-2093 and 1520-1550
read 20604—2004 and 1521-15571 (i pp- 283, 584, 585, and 675).

Page 44. FBefore Kumiara Bandara znsers Dom Jodo ; for 45 years read 19 years;
for 2085-2130 and 1542-1587 wead 2106-2125 and 1503-1582 (¢4, pp. 49
and 152), This prince was born in 1526 (7. p, 152).

Page 44. Delere and his grandson was made a Christian with the title Don Juan
Dharmapala ; for Dec. 1550 #ead May 1551.

Page 45, No. 196. Read Dom |odo Dharmapila. Thisking was baptized in 1557
(i6. p. 643) -
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48 EPIGRAPHIA ZEYLANICA [VoL. 1L

No. 2. (Rec. No. 4. POLONNARUVA: LANKATILAKA GUARD-
STONE INSCRIPTION OF VIJAYA-BAHU IV (1270-1272 A.D))

N the Aunwual Report of the Archacological Survey of Ceylon for 1910-1911

(p. 37), Mr. Bell mentions the discovery of this epigraph on the inner face

of the left guard-stone! of the east entrance to one of the buildings in the

group of ruins now, rightly or wrongly, known as Jetavanirama? He speaks of
it as follows :—

‘ The inscription (every letter of which was separately enclosed in a square
formed by perpendicular and horizontal lines) is too much weathered in the
middle lines to yield that portion of the record with any certainty. But the
greater part of its text is clear enough. Like the pillar inscription at “ Pot-gul
Vehera " # this too was couched in Pali.

The letters are shallowly engraved in seventeen lines, each line consisting
of five aksaras of one to two inches in size each. They resemble those of the
Pot-gul Vehera record and are in keeping with the type of the Sinhalese
alphabet of the thirteenth century. .

The language is Pali as stated above and the .composition is metrical, the
whole record being framed in two g@tkas, each contaiming two nineteen-syllable
lines. Two conventional signs of a conch-shell mark the end of the text*.

The subject-matter is quite simple. The first half of the first gatha
records the building of the Lankatilaka Vihara by Parakkama-Bahu; the
second half which is illegible seems to deal with some repair or other done
to a wall. The second gatka tells us that this temple had remained in disrepair
for 100 years when king Vijaya-Bahu had it completely re-built.

Now on consulting the Makavamsa for confirmation of these facts, we find
the following reference to the building of Lankatilaka :—

‘He [i.e. Parakkama-Bahu I, 1153-1185 A.n.] made also a beautiful image-
house with five stories, that contained the likenesses of gods and Brahmas and
other beings, and workmanship of flowers and plants, and adorned with pinnacles
and caves, and inner rooms, halls, and chambers—an image-house, which bore

* For a clear illustration, see 4. 8. C. dnnual Report, 1920-1921, Plate X1V,
* See plan of Polonnaruva facing p. 84 above, Vaol, IL
* See Vel. 11, No. 39, p. 238 ffi ¢ See Plate 1.
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vo.7] POLONNARUVA: LANKATILAKA GUARD-STONE 49

worthily the name of Lanka-Tilaka, which signifies the jewel of Lanka. And
he made there a standing image of Buddha of the full size, which was delight-
some to behold, and called it Lanka-Tilaka .’

This description more or less tallies with what remains still to be seen in
the ruined building where the inscribed guard-stone is ¢ sifw.  Mr. Bell? is,
therefore, quite justified in identifying the ruin with the Lankatilaka image-
house built by Parakkama-Bahu I. Mr. Hocart, however, thinks that as the
balustrades do not fit the present stairs, they might have been brought from
another building . Possibly the guard-stones only are in their original position,

The Mahavarsa* states further that towards the end of the reign of
Parakkama-Bahu IT (1236-1269 A.p.), his son Vijaya-Bahu IV (1270-1272 A.D.),
made extensive reparations in Polonnaruva. This goes to confirm what our
inscription records in the second ga#ka. We cannot, therefore, be wrong, if we
count Lankatilaka as one of the many shrines restored by Vijaya-Bahu IV.

The question whether he had the epitaph engraved on a guard-stone
which his workmen specially made and set up at the entrance to the temple
or whether it was engraved on the guard-stone which was already there 2z sifu
can only be settled by a careful examination of the difference of workmanship in
the two periods.

The following edition of the inscription is based on two estampages supplied
by the Ceylon Archaeological Survey. We have also examined the text
published by Mr. Bell for the first time in his Annual Report for 1910-1911 °.

TEX'T. . TRANSCRIPT.

1 (w0) Comde -, 1 (Yam) Lamkatila-

2 @ ST 2 -kam Parakka-

3 @ e wned 3 -ma-Bhujo kare-

4 8 Eohte 4 -si Lamkissa-

5 6 [1] n(B®s @) 5 -ro [1] ku(ddam ma)

6 6

7 7

8 8
1 Ch, lxxviii, 52—55. Wijesinha's translation. 2 4.8, C. Annual Report, 19101911, P. 37,
8 A.S.C. Annual Report, 1920-1921, p. 8, + Ch. lxxxviii, g2—121.

5 In the second volume of the Memoirs of the Archacological Survey of Ceylon just to hand, we
find on p. 11 this faully text reprinted. It is a pity that the epigraphist was not consulted beforehand
on the matter.

VOL. 11T, H
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50 EPIGRAPHIA ZEYLANICA [VOL. 111

TEXT (continued). TRANSCRIPT (continued).
9 .. (@e®) [u] (&%) & 9 .. (bhave) [u] (tarh) si-
10 (@6 8)F@€ 10 (-ro Vi)jayadi-
11 3y Dy 11 Bahu-vasudha-
12 zn6ed) 98 : 12 natho mahi-ma-
13 (®)=»0 [I] Sedefho 13 (nda)narh [1] jinnarh
14 Bdesmmo 14 vassa-satam
15 ecd = 15 tad eva bhava-
16 #)o =608 : 16 -narh karapayi
17 e@mo [u] 17 sadhukam [u]

TRANSLATION.

Parakkama-Bahu. Lord of Lanka, caused Lankatilaka to be built . . .
(the wall) . . . that same temple (ékavana)—an ornament of the earth—which
had been in dilapidation for a hundred years, the mighty Vijaya-Bahu, Lord of

the Earth, caused to be thoroughly [re-]built.
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