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Special Supplement

IN MEMORY OF A FATHER

We should be so blessed to call this great
sage a father | Yot he had the love of humanity so
close to his heart, that a father he became, so
effortlessly. | have exalted my life by being in the
presence of this great Guru, only for a space of
about two years. As | was told by a respected
devotee of the Swami, it is not the time you spend
and but the volume of knowledge and faith one
agquires Like a vessel dipping into a river We are
all vessels having dipped into his vast store house
of knowledge, love and compassion. We are all
wiser and richer than before, but all at differant
stages,

— VASANTHI —

As | write, swami's calm smiling face comes
before me. This was the reason the swami appealad
to me. | met him through curiosity, he did not say a
word, but smiled so sweatly that he touched my
heart and let it over flow. Eversince then all my
earthly burdens, thoughts and fears have bzeq
shared by this father. He has counselled me
through one of the most terrible crisis in my Iifs
All this with only a smile and a gentle word. | have
lost a father, May, a friend, the best friend | ever
had! Yet, as the other devotses feel, we haven't
actually lost him. Now he is more omnipotent than
before!

In talking of his greatness let us not forget
the penance and endurence he underwent in order
to gain this stage of enlightenment. Having spent
his formative years in constant meditation and
devotion to his faith, in search of Truth, he iz able
to reach the inner sanctum with ease. One example
| wish to share is, when my husband’s life hung by
a thread while in surgery in far away America, the
swami reassured persons here that he will come
through. While | was repeating his favourite
manthram the surgeons came out and told me thera
was no hope as the pressure had dropped.
| continued praying and all | saw befare me was
swami's gentle face smiling sweetly at me. Then
the surgeon came back te say the pressure had
miraculously risen and the surgery could procead]
| acknowledged through my tears for | knew with
swami's blessings he will come through. Before
| left swami gave me his blessings and promised
me that | will bring my husband back alive.
| needed this as the medical world here and in the
. K. =said otherwisa.

Childishly | even argued with swami, like
| did with my late fatherl Then he smiled, stroked
his beard and gave me a jasmin from those amongst



his fest saying look fater this for me. s this all you
can give me | said shocked, he smiled and nodded.
Months later when i returned triumphantly and fell
at his feet he joked and said | hope you are taking
care of my pushpam. | understood then and said
yes Swami both the pushpam and my husband are
doing well. That pushpam is a sacred relic in my
shrine room today.

This is only asingle example of the numerous
occassions he has been the instrument of solac®

and comfort to those hundreds who fel at his feet.
One of the greatness of swami Gangadhara Ananda
was his quality of humility, which sadly is lacking
in the world today. But then such a quality is only
associated with true greatness. We who have had
the privilege to bask in the greatness or this saint
should not forget the lessons learnt at his feet,
Every word a gem every thought a jewel, Let the

saint Gangadhara Ananda live though us!.

SELECTED

FAYINGS

OF

HIS HOLINESS

Swami Gangadharanandaji

@ There should be opportunity for the people
of a country to enjoy the nations natural
resources and the artificial products on an equal
footing. If that is so then temptation to commit
the great crimes will reduce and patriotism and
love for the land will increase.

[ ] Material education could only educate those
matters within the ambit of the intellect. By
religious education you get to know matters
that transcend the intellect

& Whatever you may have learnt what is the

usz of all
owWn

your
cannot

learning when you on your
find seolutions for your personal
problems?

@ Many a chance await you. Like a baby
refusing to eat while fondly fed those who do
not know how to realise the opportunities and
exgcute do not redeem themselves from sorrow.

@ When human life deteriorates to such a
low level that one begins to hate life itself

when social values are lost at least as a sense
of gratitude for having been born as human
beings we are obliged to live a noble life. Any
action performed without realising this amounts
to doing harm to oneself,

& You are offering water and food at regular
hours to God who is free from hunger and
thirst; You are providing Special lodging to him
who can dwell even in a pillar or fibre. If you
could extend the same sympathy and action to
the helpless who crawl in human form that
is the best offering to God.

[ ] God does not penetrate, even to the size
of a mustard. the heart of those who over est
to the extent of straining their intestine and do
not think of those who are forced to live on
leaves and twigs.
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