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VICE CHANCELLOR’S
MESSAGE

I wish to congratulate the Hindu Students Union
of the University of Peradeniya for their efforts to
publish the Annual Journal ‘The Hindu Dharmam’ for
the year 1991.

‘I am happy to note that this Union has been
engaged in promoting religious and cultural activities
within the University, during the past years.

I wish the society-all success.

Professor J. M. Gunadasa
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With Best Compliments

from

GLORY TEXTILES
AND
GROCERES

Dealers in: GROCERIES

125C, D. S. Senanayake Vidiya,
KANDY.

Dial: 08-23979

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS

FROM

Central Agencies
(Pte) Ltd.,

IMPORTERS - CONTRACTORS - SUPPLIERS
WHOLESALE DEALERS IN
ELECTRICAL GOODS

91, Kotugodella Vidiya,

KANDY.
Sri Lanka

Phone: 32290
24203

With Best Compliments

From

K. B. M. BROS

142, COLOMBO STREET,
KANDY.

Best Wishes From

Sun Electricals

Dealers in Electrical Products and
Contractors for all Domestic
Electrical Requirements

127 B, D. S. Senanayake Vidiya.
KANDY.
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God in Hinduism
Where do we stand?

— T. Kugarajah -
Instructor | Electriacl & Electronics Dept.
Peradeniya University

Hinduism as it exists today seems immersed in soulless ritualism, menacing
superstitions and degrading practices. This is, indeed, a gigantic transformation
for a highly metaphysical religion. Where is the God in our rituals? Is the God
so veiled in Maya that only a few <learned’ and ‘cultured’ in the metaphysical
sense can realize God? And where exactlly do we stand?.

From a purely rationalistic viewpoint, the questions will be extended to
the very basis of religions, the very existence of God. We, however, agree with
Pascal that ‘'the supreme achievement of reason is to tealise there is a limit to
reason”, and confine ourselves to certain historical considerations and a study
of Hindu Scriptures - in the process, asking pertinent questions (rational, perhaps/),

We are at once faced with a dilemma. Shall we accept history as it is or
shall we yield to fhe temptation to throw history into the garbage can? . In the
context of our own life and times, it does not need a hiehard sceptic to assert
that history is all lies and half truths. Yet, the nature of our endeavour
demands that we accept, at least, non controversial facts of history.

Historians consider the Vedic age as the starting point of any study of
Hinduism. This was the age of Mantras, Upanishads and Epics. If Vedanta is
the essence of Hinduism, the Brahma - Sutra (of Upanishads) is too quintessence
of Vedanta. The Commentaries on this sutra are numerous and varied, We will
consider Sanakara’s interpretation, which is widely regarded as the correct one.

In Sankara’s commentary, there is only one ultimate Reality - Advaitha
principle - the eternal, impersonal Absolute, which the Upanishads Call ‘“Brahman’.
We can have no Cenceptual knowledge of this Absolute. Liberation could be
attained by discovering this Brahman. But this Brahman can only be discovered
experienced by a special experience - illumination or Gnana that comes as a result
of meditation on the Upanishads
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There now arises a fundamental problem. 1If there is an Absolute, it exists
independently, of our knowledge, acceptance or denial of it. This Absolute exists
therefore, even for the atheist who sees the world as an absolute in itself.
How. then, does this Absolute (Brahma) enables human beings to realize that this world
is not an Absolute, that this world needs a cause, a Prime Mover? Is natural
reason enough or is some form of revelation or illumination required? If
revelation is required, then, does this require knowledge of scriptures? If appears,
that Sankara is Silent on this.and the questions remain open. In Hindu Philosophy
faith in, and acceptance of scriptures is fundamental. If one questions the existence
of God, Hinduism says, thatif thereis no God, one caonot ask the question in
the first place. One cannot even be. This then, is a vicious cycle and we will
not pursue this.

If we accept Sankara’s interpretation, it is obvious that such a highly
metaphysical Vedantic religion could be for a few only, Vedanta does not offer
an easy solution to the problem of human suffering. We may note here that
Buddha refused to accept the authority of Vedanta and taught that the solution
to all suffering lies in the extinction of the flame of desire. Buddha’s solution
is essentially a monastic solution - we must become sanyasis.

In order to divert Hinduism of thie Vedantic rigor mortis, the Bhagavad
Gita appeared in the scene with a personal God. Gita’s solution to human
suffering is. the very anti - thesis of Buddha’s solution. The spirit ‘“Leara to live
in this world without becoming wordly*’ of Sanyasa should persuade us in doing
our duty - the *“Dharma” Gita sees the duty as imposed on man by his own
nature and tendencies, Bhagavan in the Gita is a friend nnd survivor, and there
will be no suffering if one recogniies this as the Lord. Gita thus added two
new dimensions to Sankara‘s gnana (illumination); namely karma (action) and
Upasana (devotion or Bhakti): The Upanishadic Brahman was transfomed
from an It, which bas no conscience into He, the personal God who redily
responds to the call of devotion. Commentaries on the Brahma Sutra subsequent
to that a Sankara, (most notably Ramanuaj’s) recoganize this personal God.
Easwara and give a significant place to devotion (Bakthi).

What were the implications of this concept of personai God? At once
this personal God appealed to the hearts and minds of the muititudes and
buman imagination produced a variety of deities and all the paraphernalia of

religim. There are these who argue, that the rituals and image worship a next
step in the logical progression of this concept well, we think that these pratices
cannot be entirely done away with after this evolution. We however, human

sceptical of their relevance in the content of our times, and of their claim to be
part and parcel of Devotion. Weil now where do we stand?,
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

&

ARADHANA’S

STAINLEES STEEL UTENSILS

No. 103, Colombo Street,
KANDY.

T.P.08-22781

With Be;'l‘ Co mP]imeh+;

BN R

COMMERCIAL.  HARDWARE
| STORES

€5 & 67, Colombo Street,
KANDY.

Tel: 23988 - 23565

UUi’rk ’Be;* ComPlimer\b Fr‘om

*

JAYANTHYS

DEALERS IN TEXTILES

106, Colombo Street,
KANDY.

T. P. 08 -22464

With Best Compliments

Jrom

SRI LEKAH JEWELLERS

MANUFACTURER OF FINE
AND MOD JEWELLERY

65, Yatinuwara Vidiya,
KANDY.
T. P. 32430




With Best Compliments

2

GREENLANDS

HOTEL LTD.

A First Class Residential
Hotel for Vegetarians

3-A, Shrubbery Gardens,
Galle Road, Bambalapitiya,

COLOMBO - 4.
Phone: ;685892
581916

With Be;l' Comp]imen*; From
&y
%

JEX ALATHA

' JEWELLERS
No. 79, Sea Street,
COLOMBO 11.

Phone: 4332517

With Best Compliments From

[
LUXMI TRADE CENTRE

GENERAL MERCHANTS &
COMMISSION AGENTS

No. 40-A, 4th Cross Sreet,
COLOMBO - |1

446423
Phone '} 438465

With Be;* Camp]ime_n{';
of

é!
|
RAMSETHU & Co.

No. 65, 4th Cross Street,
COLOMBO I1I.
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SARASWATHI STORES

No. 90, COLOMBO Street,
KANDY,
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* e &hSTarsb
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52, Qatyunt Gxm,
@snapoy 11,
Qsra G 32164

With Best Compliments

SRl MURUGAN’S
94, Colombo Street,
KANDY.

With Best Compliments From

RAJAH & SONS

109, COLOMBO STREET,
KANDY.
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS
FROM

5. 8. WILSON & Co.
(Pvt) Lid.
176, Ath Cross Street,

COLOMBO - 11,

Phone : 27662

With Best Compliments
Jrom

(e

i

NOORJAHAN
RICE AGENCY

General Merchants & Commission
. Agents
Rice & Sri Lanka Produce Etc.

20, 22, Fourth Cross Street, |
COLOMBO - 11
T. P. 422208

With Be;l’ Co mP]imer\{'g

R R B

Arasan COMPANY

GENERAL RICE MERCHANTS

72, - A 4th Cross Street,
COLOMBO - 11

T. P. 29407

With Be;* ComP]imen{'; From

*

CHANDRA STORES

Importers Exporters, General
Merchants Commission Agents-
& Wholesale Dealers

207, COLOMBO STREET,
KANDY.

T. P. 08 - 24136
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With Be;+ Ccmp]imeh{'; From

*

NEW SARATHA‘S

Trade Centre
General Merchants &
Commission Agents

- Wholesale Dealers in Rice &

Sri Lanka Produce

157 A, 5th Cross Street
COLOMBO - 11
T.P. 421785

With Best Compliments
From

JAY ALALITHA

Jayalalitha Jewellery Mart
65, Sea Street,

Colombo - 11

T. P. 449177, 422548, 435416

With Be§{' Comp[imen*; From

S. S. Wilson & Co. (Pvt) Ltd.,

IMPORTERS AND EXPORTERS
GENERAL MERCHANTS & ESTATE SUPPLIERS

" No. 176, 4th Cross Street

COLOMBO - 11

Phone: 27662
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With Best Compliments
From

Siva Textiles

Dealers in Textiles & Fancy Goods
Specialists in Sarees

172, Main Street

COLOMBO - 11

T.P. 422523

With Best Compliment From

75

A. @. duppiulz

Dealers in Animal & Poulfry Foods &
Medic nes

No. 63, Wolfendhal Street,

Colombo -~ 13

T. P. 431151
324325

Qeisryflulst GHs wWHD TLGEDEED
Qus Qs BrLESFILST TAGEREGD Ly

STIRIGSIT  ou ML 5 B Hbsir

MALAVANS

214, Fourth Cross Street

COLOMBO - 11

T. P. 23668, 27951
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