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UPART I—CIVIL.

,f.i%E'STERN- PRQVINCE’.

. ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT AGENT,
. WESTERN PROVINCE, FOR 1917. - '

.~ Area of the Province, 1,432 square miles, .
Population, 1911, inclusive of Colombo Town, 1,106,321.

' Arsa of Colombo District, 808% square miles,
.- Populatiowezclusive=of Colombo Town, 895,046,

Population inclusive of Colombo Town, 826,828.
Population ekelusive of Colombo Town, 615,554,

~-OFrIcIAL CHANGES AND EVENTS CONNECTED WITH THE KACHCHERT.
_ 1,7.,.;,,"1‘ ter administered the Province during the year, whilst My, Brayne was in charge of the
alutara Bistriet. = - e 0 . o .
¥, Mrl A, PrBoone having proceeded to Europe for military setvice, My. W. K. H. Canpbell succeeded
" him as-ARSistant Gevernment Agent; Colombo, on March 2, 1917, .
© M ‘Collins wag'appointed as Second Assistant Colonial Secretary on October 26, 1917,
and his.plac taken by Mr. A. H. Egan. .
.M. W, R Jansz.continted to actas Bxtra Office Assistant, and Mr. J. D. Phillips was also appeinted
an Extra Office"Assistant, with effect from Octobey 15, 1917. © .
- Mr."S. D. Dhondy, who had been attached to the Kachcheri as Extra Office Assistant from,
February-16,-1916; was transferred to Matara as Police Magistrate in November, 1917. e
A The year under review was a very strenuous one, as, in addition to the administration of the
Province, the Government Agent had to performy many other duties as Specigl Compissioner under
the Riot Damages Ordinance, Chaitman of the Commission on Local Government, Visiter of the; Jails. -
and Lunatic Asylum, Chairman of the Volunteer Exemption Comimittees for the Municipality and for
the Colombo District, &c., besides his duties in contiection with the Executive and Legislative Coufieils..
: His Excellency the Governor visited the Kandana Anti-tuberculosis Sanatorium and the town
of Negombo on July 13, 1917. ~ . ,
' The greater part of the riots indemnity had been collected by the end of the year, and the staff
_engaged on this work was considerably decreased. v ~ :
' Amongst the deaths that oceutred during the year were those of Mr. A. E. de Silva, Senior, and
Mr. H. J. Peiris, 3.P., both gentlemen distinguished by their acts of philanthropy. The former was
the donor of the sité and hospital for the Anti-tuberculosis Sanatorium at Kandana, which is now
nearing completion. : ‘ - : ’
The death of Mr. H. W. Milligan, who was killed in action on November 21, 1917, was deeply
-regretted by all who knew this popular civilian, who held the post of Assistant Government. Agent,
Colombo, before joining the Ceylon Contingent in November, 1914.. )

II.-—-REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

The revenue collected at the Colombo Kacheheri during 1916-17 was :— s -
‘ s, o

@ . .
Exclusive of land sales .. .. 4,285,409 28
Land sales . . o .- 21,801 68

Total .. 4,307,210 96

as'against a total of Rs. 4,721,664'34 in 1915-16. -
o(n)18
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The decrease was. due to the stoppage of land sales in anticipation of the introduction of the
leasing systein, and to a smaller amount of arrears on account of the arrack and toddy rents being carried
forward to 1916-17.

The expenditure amounted to Rs. 139,626 05, as compared with Rs. 133,7562°77 in 1915-16.

IIT.—Cox~pITION OF THE PEOPLE. .

Food Supply.~—The paddy crops throughout the Colombo. Distriet were very good, and damage
by flood was eonfined to comparatively small areas in the vicinity of the Kelani, and did not result in
any distress. ‘The home-grown crop, however, even in a good year, does not meet more than half the
local requirements, and has to be supplemefited by imported rice, which is especially popular with the
well-to-do classes. The supply of jak, breadfruit, plantains, yams, and vegetables was satisfactory.
Great efforts were made to stimulate interest in the cultivation of food and curry stuffs, with moderate
success in some of the korales, where suitable land was available. Large quantities of fish were caught
during the year, and found a ready market throughout the Province and in the up-country districts.
The consumption of meat is on the increase, as was evidenced by the larger number of butchers licensed.
The gradual rise in the price of food stuffs was maintained during the year.

Industries—The plumbago market, which opened with good prices in January, when Rs. 1,300
per ton were realized, had fallen by the end of the year to Rs. 875 per-ton. The price of coconuts and
copra remained low, and the market was greatly depressed. This resulted in the closing of a large
number of plumbago mines and sorting sheds, and the partial or total closure of numbers of coconut
factories, with a corresponding reduction in the number of hands employed. No distress was reported,
although there can be no doubt that large numbers of the people have had considerably to curtail their
“ordinary food consumption. On the other hand, the market for rubber did not suffer materially. There
was a fair amount of employment for the carpenters of Moratuwa during the year, but the minor industries,
such as basket-making, brasswork, and lace-making, remained in a very depressed condition.,

- : IV.—Hraxre oF THE PEOPLE. ¢

The public health was, on the whole, very good. There were no epidemics of a serious nature,
except some cases of dysentery and enteric fever. Cases of malarial fever were fewer in number, and
of a less severe type than usual. There were 3 cases of plague in Colombo Mudaliyar’s division, b cases
in Salpiti korale, 3 cases in Alutkutru korale south, and 1 case of suspected plague in Siyane %korale west ;
immediate action was taken to prevent its spread. The disease was in all cases traceable to Colombo.
'There were, as usual, a number of cases of chickenpox and measles. Anchylostomiasis is very prevalent

. in ‘the district, and campaigns for dealing with it were started at Moratuwa, Piliyandara, Henaratgoda,
and MinuWangoda, the primary objective being to secure the provision of latrine accommodation in order
to prevent soil pollution. Considerable progress is being made in this direction. 4,791 new private
Iatrines were installed. »

: V.—HEALTH OF CATILE.

Numerous cases of rinderpest and hoof-and-mouth disease were reported from all parts of the
district; and especially from Colombo Mudaliyar’s division, Siyane korale east and west, and Hewagam
korale. The total number of cases of rinderpest was 3,113, of which 1,151 proved fatal, as against
2,657 cases and 1,445 deaths in 1916. It is believed that the source of infection in many casés was the
galas in the town of Colombo. The action of the Municipal officers in carrying out a more- stringent
inspection and disinfection of these premises was greatly appreciated. T

VI—Ti#g DIsTRICT SOHOOL COMMITTEE. )

The changes in the personnel of-the Commlittee were the appointment of the Kachcheri Mudaliyar,
Mr. F. W. M. Karunaratne, in place of Mr. Henry A. Perera, Atapattu Mudaliyar, and of the Rev. H.
Binks, in succession to the Rev. W. H. Rigby. . T

Two meetings were Ili\eld during the year. It was resolved to establish Anglo-vernacular schools
at Piliyandara and Hanwella when funds admit. It was also determined to -continue the employment
of attendance officers, and tolappoint an additional officer for Hewagam korale, where the work was
too heavy for one man. : : N

< + In connection with the general anchylostomiasis campaign, which is being started throughout
the district, it was decided to equip the Government schools with latrines as rapidly as possible. For
this purpose a special grant of Rs. 1,000 was obtained from Goverhment through the Director of Education.

Permanent schools for boys were completed at Biyagama, Minuwangoda, end Wigoda, and for
girls at Padukka. These are all excellent buildings on carefully selected sites, and are provided with
well-fenced compounds, teachers’ quarters, wells, and latrines. A semi-permanent girls school was also
erected at Akarawita, and 3 start was made with the ¢onstruction of a large school for boys at Tihariya.

As the boys’ and girls’® schools at Udugampola and Kirindiwela are over-crowded, steps are being
taken to remedy this state of things by erecting infants’ schools to receive the smaller children” The
site at Udugampola is to be acquired, but Mrs. C. H. Obeyesekere generously donated a fine site for this
purpose at Kirindiwela. e ' - '

The villagers of Pinnawela have undertaken to donate land in the village for a school, and the
Committee have decided to put up a semi-permanent building, as the present temporary one iscin
bad repair. ) ) .

: IS)ites for a boys’ school at Hanwella, a mixed school at Homagama, and boys’ and girls’ schools
ab Alutgama Widiyawatta were acquired, as also an additional piece of land for Tihariya boys’ school.

A sum of Rs, 8,651 44 was spent on repairs during the, year. Half of the permanent buildings
put up by the School Committee were colour-washed, painted, and repaired. The remainger will receive
attention next year. The fences round the girls’ schools at Botale and Diyagama and the boys’ school
at Jambureliya were put in thorough repair. ' -

Application for the survey of a considerable number of sites for new schools are receiving atterftion,
but activity in this direction will be restricted; as far as possible, at present, as the Committee has already
a large number of sites which it cannot utilize owing to want of funds,
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. There are now 92 boys’ schools, 61 girls’ school®, and 9 mixed schools in the district under the
» control of the District School Committee. | o . '
Many of the schools have very creditable vegetable gardens attached to them, in which both
teachers and scholars appear to take much interess, : . ~
A statement of the revenue and expenditure of the District Sthool Committee for 1917 is

annexed. - -

’ . REVENUE. . . Rs. e EXPENDITURE. Rs. ¢
Balance on December 31, 1917, .. 47,283 91 | Construction . . .. 25,868 70
Fines .. e - .. 4,662 40 Repairs to buildings .. .. 8,651 44
Village Committee conjribution .. 8,718 72 | Repairs to fences .. .. 246 40
Annual Government grant .. 19,812 50 | Salaries ' ‘e : .. 3,832 50
Special Goverpment building grant v. 18,000 0| Printing and stationery .. . 183 17
Special Government grant for latrines .. 1,000 0} Acquisition .. . 4,629 77
Miscellaneous .. .. 234 36 | Miscellaneous - T .. 299 0O
' ' 43,711 58

Balance ) . 52,950 31
Total .. 96,661 89 Total .. 96,661 89
—— —— , Vo et Mt

VIL—Vizrace COMMITTEES.

The revenue of the Village Committees for the year 1917 was Rs. 83,060°50, a slight increase
over the revenue for the preceding year, which was Rs. 82,174 54. ~
The expenditure:during the year was Rs. 77,053 64, as compared with Rs, 98,018:43 in the
preceding year. -A nuinber of thé works undertaken during the year have not yeb been paid for.
All the Village Committee roads were maintained in fair order, and the burial grounds kept,free-
of jungle. Frequent inspections of these works were made by the Assistant Goverhment Agent. A
market at Butgomuwa on the site selected in 1916 was built and proved a success. It has not hitherto
. been feasible to construct a market at Galahitiyawa on, the site acquired for the purpose owing to lack
- of fubds, but a tempaorary meat stall i$ now being erected to meet an urgent demand, ' ’
- Sites for permanent Village Tribunal buildings at Mahara and Kaduwela were acquired, and the
- building at Mahara is in course of construction. The building at Kaduwela will be erected in 1918.
.~ The portion of the site of the Village Tribunal at Gangodawila, which was private property, and was
" in a neglected State, was acquired, and steps are being taken to fence the€ premises. Land adjoining
Katana Village Tribunal is also being acquired to provide a compound. . - .
" . Thebuilding of several important bridges was commenced during the year, and will be finished
early in 1918. There are numerous other bridges urgently required, but: they are at present in abeyance,
as the Village Committees have not the necessary funds for their construction, :
" It has been decided to erect signposts on the more important Village Comnittee roads, a few in
- each korale being dealt with each year,
N VII,—CoroMBo DIsTRICT SANITARY BOARD: »
' #T%e6 Board consisted of the Government Agent, the Provincial Engineer, the Provinciak Surgeon,
- 'em(i1 'Méssrl‘si W. Dias Bandaranaike, T. H.-A. de Soysa, apd C. Namasivayam. Five meetings were
~heldgn 1917.0 . - - - ,
e -During the year operations were continued in the twenty-five small towns in accordance with the

general Prygramme of the Board :+— , . ,
(1) Kochchikade.—A fine new market was constructed and proved a great success, so much so
that additiohal temporarp accommodation had at onee to be provided. The permbnent buildings
comprise s large vegetable market, a fish market, four meat stally, and four boutiques. Concrete draing
carry off the stnface water. A well and a fine public latrine have been provided by the Sanitary Depart- -
ment, the Board giving the sites. A section of concrete draiys was built ot the main road by the District
Engineer, Negombo, with funds provided by the Board, and a further section is now in hand, the cost
being borne by the Board and by Government, Land was acquired for & néw road past the markets,
and a portion of the earthwork has already been completed, Steps are also being taken to widen the
Halpe road and to acquire a sanitary lane through the congested area to the west of the main road and
the site for another public latrine. Scavenging was carried out efficiently, and conservancy was started
towards fhe end of the year.
(2) Diwulapitiye.—Land was acquired for part. of the proposed cireular road; a market place, &e.
Scavenging will be started on a small scale from January, 1918. _ . -
{8) Siduwe.—A temporary market was érected near the station and provided with mteat and
fish stalls. Scavenging will start on a small scale from January, 1918. * .
(4) Ja-elo.~Land was acquired for a gravel pit and for a public well and reservoir. A section
of cement drain on the maid road was built and another section commenced. The market continued
- to be very well attended. - As soon as the necessary funds can be obtained permanent buildings should
- beerected. Scavenging was carried on satisfactorily. v ~ ' ‘ :
(8) Kandana.—Plans for improvements were drawn up. Scavenging will be started from
. Jaduary, 1918, T ’ .
, (6) Wattala-Mabola.—The site for a:public market was acquired and plans drawn up for the
improvement of the Welikadamulla and Hekitta roads. Scavenging will be started from January, $918.
(§)yPeliyagoda.—The section of drains oh the main road to Kandy, commenced in 1916, was
completed® Land was acquired for the enlargement of the market and for sites for a-public latrine and
slaughter-house. - The filling of these sites is an expensive undertaking. Scavenging was carried on
satisfactorily. This, town may be regarded as in a transition stage, as the opening out of the new trace
of the road to Kandy, for which the land has been acquired, will completely alter its appearance.
’ (8) Kelaniya.—A great deal of time was devoted to the-preparation of plans for the improvement
of this town, but further surveys and levels are required. The town was efficiently seavenged throughout

the year.

*
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(9) Gampaha.—This is the first town brdught under the Ordinance, and-is beginning to give
encouraging results. Arrangements were made with the proprietors of lands for the opening up of the
sections of road leading from the main circus to the Miriswatta road, Bazaar road, the station, and
St. Mary’s church, and ‘the work is progressing. A fine new market was built, and the old temporary
one was pulled down. The new one is very popular with the people. An excellent ptblic latrine was
built by the Sanitary Department, and a well is in course of construction. Further sections of the
Miriswatta and Orutota roads were made up by the Public Works Department and provided with
concrete drains, which havenow been linked up with the main drain under therailwayline. The Rotunda
in front of the station was completed, and now forms a spacious carriage stand. = Scavenging was carried
on satisfactorily, and conservancy will be started early in 1918, -~

(10) Veyangoda.—A small piece of land was acquired for the extension of the market. A new
fish market on an improved plan was built. An innovation was the erection of a small water supply
consisting of a 1} h.p. petrol or kerosine engine, which pumips water from a well built by the Sanitary
Department into an elevated tank, from which it gravitates to the market hydrants, which enable the
drains to be flushed, and to a sta,ndplpe, from which the public may draw water. So far it has proved
very satisfactory, and has considerably added to the attractions of this already highly'successful market.
Scavenging was carried on as usual.

(11) Mirigama.—The appearance and sanitation of this town were greatly improved during 1917
by the completion of the Mugurugampola bazaar drains and the continuation of those running through
Mirigama bazaar. This, coupled with the widening of the road at the latter bazaar and the erection by
Mr. Wijewardena of a very fine block of hygienic boutiques, has quite altered the aspect of this formerly
squalid bazaar. A public well affording a supply of excellent drinking water and an up-to-date public
latrine were erected by the Sanitary Department, and are highly appreciated by the people. Conservancy
and scavenging were carried out most satisfactorily.

(12) Pugoda.—A section of drain was built on. the District Road Commlttee road from Weke to
Hanwella, and has greatly improved the appearance of the place. The usual scavenging was carried out,

(13) Awissqwella.—A fine public market was erected during the year. It includes two simple
markets for vegetable§ and fish, four boutiques, four meat stalls, a slaughter-house, and a public latrine.
When the other improvements in process of being carried out are finished, this market. will be a very .
valuable asset of the town. It has already had a marked influence on new private buildings, which are -
much better planned. and built than heretofore. Arrangements have also been made with' Goyernment
for a water supply for the town, half the cost of which is to be borne by the Board and half by Bovéernment
the waterworks being vested in the Board on completion. Scavenging was carried out throughout the.
year, and conservancy will be started early in 1918, =

: (14) Puwokpittya.—The first instalment of the pubhe markets was completed. It embraces . |
large vegetable market, a range of booths, and five boutiques. Built on what was formerly a swamp?.
it has greatly improved the appearance of the town. Up-to-date meat stalls and a small fish’ ‘market -

will be erected later as funds permit. A well was provided by the Sanitary Department. Sca,vengmg L

was carried on as usual.

(15) Hanwella.—A small public market was put up and proved 1mmed1a.tely successful The -

town was scavenged as usnal. -
(16) Wage.—A small permanent market was erected, and has undoubtedly supphed & great Want .-

(17) Padukka.—The chief improvements of the year were the opening of a'section of the circular - -
road leading to the resthouse and the building of the new girls’ school. Several good private buildings . -
‘are springing up, and the little township is becoming quite attractive. The widening of the main »oads - -

and the provision of built drains and the enlargement of the space in front of the statlon Wj;‘g;fjomplete
the transformation. Scavenging was carried out on a small scale as usual.. .. - %ﬂ

(18) Kosgama.—Funds are still very small, and operations have been conﬁned to the supervxslon
“of the building and sanitary rules. As soon as possible a start will be miZde with seavenging.

(19) Homagama.—Land was acquired for a market site, and the buildings will be put. up in 1918.
It is also proposed to provide a small pipe-borne water supply! Scavenging will start from.January, 1918.

(20) Piliyandara.—Land and buildings were acquired for widening the .road to Kesbewa and
improving the market place, which continues to be well attended. The town was provided with a small
water supply. Water is pumped by hand to an elevated tank, from which it gravitates to two standpipes
and four hydrants, which admit of all the town drains so far built being flushed efficiently. Regarded
with suspicion at first, this water service is now most popular, and might well be extended. No water-
ratd is charged at present. Scavenging and conservancy both continued to be efficiently provided.

(21) Mount Lavinia.—The fine new markets at Dehiwala were completed, and have so far given
satisfactory results, though not as good as were anticipated. When the new system, of roads which has
been planned for this area is completed and when the present trade depression passes, it is probable they

. will be much more successful. The public latrine included in the market compound has proved a great

convenience to the public, and is admirably conserved. A block of land adjoining-the market was
acquired in connection with the new road scheme. Scavenging was carried on as usual. . Conservancy
was introduced, and is being rapidly made use of. Progress was made with the first section of the town
plan, which is essential for the planning of a proper system of roads,

(22) Nugegoda.—The tr1angu1ar block of land in front of the railway station was acquired with
all the buildings standing on it. A plan has been prepared for the reclamation of this area, much-of which
is very low-lying, and the erection of public markets. The town Was scavenged as usual.

T (28) Welikada-Nowala.—A. fine site for a public market was acquired, and the erection of ‘the
buildings was well in hand at the end of the year. A well and public latrine will also be supplied. This
town was also scavenged throughout the year.

(24) Kotte.—A site for a market was acquired. - Scavenging was carried on as usyal. ©

(25) Egoda Kolonnawa.~—Attention was concentrated for the most part on the Wellampitiya
junction, where steps are being taken to acquire land, widen the roads, and improve this awkward corner.
Plans are also being prepared for roading the town. Scavenging went on as usual.

-~ The foregomg brief summary of the year’s working shows that a considerable amount of work was
carried out during 1917. From January, 1918, all the towns but two will be scavenged. Six towns
have now been provided with public la,trmes, and every endeavour is bemg made to make similar provision
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elsewhgre. The cost of maintenance is, ﬁowever, considerable, when the scanty revenues of some of
“the smaller towns are taken into account. The experience of the Board shows that it is useless to provide
a public Jatrine unless it is so conserved as to be unobjectionable. This can only be ‘dohe by having a
caretaker permanently on the spot. The new latrines are a marked improvement on.the former types,

being airy, well lighted, and easily cleaned. 3
The Board is under an obligation to the Municipal Council of Colombo for agreeing to allow a

> supply of Labugama water fr domestic purposes for the use of the inhabitants of Waga and Hanwella

on payment of a moderate charge. . .
Small though most of these small towns are, the amount of work ivolved in preparing improve-

ment plans and carrying them out ig very considerable. The Senior Sanitary Officer has evinced a deep
interest in all such proposals, and has been ever ready with advice and assistance. Mr. J. O. Ebert,
_Superintendent of Minor Roads, Colombo, has devoted much, of his spare time to the preparation of town-

planning schemes, and the successful operations at Gampaha are in a great measure due to his zeal, tact, ‘

and rare engineering ability. Mr. W. G. McCarthy has also beeén of great service in the making of surveys:
and the taking of levels. The officers of the Public-Works Department have been most helpful, and the
drains built by them, especially those at Kochchikade and Piliyandara, are very satisfactory. The
Government Agent’s Engineer, Mr. ¥, H. Bartholomeusz, had a very busy time, being engaged both

in-the Colombo and Kalutara Districts. - _ .

IX.—LocAL BoarDS. AND RoaDp COMMITTEES. .

Annexed to this report will be found appendices dealing with the Local Boards of Negombo,
Moratuwa, and Minuwangoda, the Provincial Road Committee of the Western Province, and the District
Road Committee of Colombo. . : -

‘ c . X-Virace TRIBUNALS.
" The number of cases pending on January, 1917, was civil 103, criminal 496. - The institutions
in the distriet during the year were civil 2,313, criminal 16,165, making a grand total of 2,416 ejvil
cases and 16,661 criminal cases to be disposed of. At the end of the year 71 civil cases and 444 criminal

cases were pending. .. o i
In 267 cases appeals were taken to the Government Agent, the judgment of the Presidents being

é’ggh;@%_ide in 38 only. -From the Government Agent’s decisions there weye 13 appeals to the Governor
. nEiédu@ng‘ Cquncil, 2'0f which succeeded. -The number of cases arnicably settled was 2,614,
i . 7 X1.—Do¢ REGISTRATION.

.. There was a marked. improvement, due 1o better supervision at the Kachcheri, in the number of

-wisited by the dog seizers, and 2,665 dogs were captured:
o ' XII.—IBRIGATION,

" “The following amounts were recovered during 1917 :—
e T . S Amount recovered. Amount spent.

e . Rs. 6. Rs, o,
 Boralgsgomawa tank 3. e 85 80 . 118 40

. Kadiirugahs tank . o 66 66 .. 84 14

3.- ' Polgaha tank .. . .. 7515 .. 45 0

* 4. Dikmags Pahals tank . .. 50 63 .. 48 0
5. Dikmags Thalatank =~ .. .. 40 90 .. 46 35
‘6. Kotugoda anicut <. - . - 287 76 .. 415 0
7. Peliyagoda sluices, - .. .. 992 .. 3 o
Total .. 616 82 768 89

P e ]

! hecredl‘o of the Trrigation Fine Fund (minor works) on DeGéIﬁber 31, 1917,

TR XIII.—(6} LAND SALES. :
The number of lots sold in the Colombo District during 1917 was 10, comprising 4 acres 2 roods
and 28 perches, the amount realized was Rs. 1,048°90, the avérage price per acre being Rs. 224 36.
Ten lots were settled at half<improved value, the extent being 6 acres 1 rood and 31 perches,
and the amount recovered Rs, 988+70. : : >
No certificates of no claim by the Crown were granted during the year.
The following return shows the extent of land purchased by Europeans and natives respectively
in the Western Province during the year :—

The bakince t6
was Rs. 1,635-11. -

No. of Extent. - Amount.
Europeans i— — Lots. A. R. P Rs, e.
Colombo and Negombo Districts .. — .. - — —_
Kalutars Distriet .. .. 8 ., .27 o039 8,878 83
. \
3 27 0 389 8,878 83
> - Nativesi—. ' » ' o8 1.048 90
) Colombo and Negornbo Districts - .. 10 -4 2 . ’
S “Kalutaya District ... . I 01 i5 .. 34 29
y : T T 5 0% 1,083 10
L] - - —~ FUBS— ’
3 . - N
Total for the Western Province :— .
Colombo and Negombo Districts .. 10 .. 4 228 .. ;’3143 Qg
: Kalutara District , . o4 .. 27T 214 .. 598
) — —
o : : : 14 32 1 2 9,961 93

e ot

'-;j.,d'ogé registered during 1917, the number being 16,467, as against 15,437 in 1916. All the korales were -
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- .
(%) LAND AcCQUISITION. .

The total area of land acquired during the year for public purposes was 162 acres 1 rood and’
38-71 perches, of which 139 acres 2 roods and 32-60 perghes were acquired for Government purposes,
18 acres 3 roods and 739 perches for the Sanitary Board, and the balance for the District School
Committee, Provincial Road Committee, &c.
‘ The more important Government acquisitions were for those ungertaken in connection with
- the defences of Rockhouse Battery, the German Club, the Police Training School, Mahara Quarry,
Avissawella water supply, and the deviation of the Kandy road at Peliyagoda.

XIV.—FoRrEST ADMINISTRATION. ‘

The forest revenue of the Province amounted to Rs. 34,924:36, as against Rs. 35,189°43 in
1916-17. A sum of Rs. 1,25799 was recovered by the Forest Department, and Rs. 142 by this Depart-
ment as compensation for timber felled illicitly.

Eleven cases were instituted by the Assistant Conservator of Forests, in which 18 persons were
convicted and fined Rs. 418-61. In addition to these, 17 other offences were reported by the Mudaliyars,
10 of which were dealt with by departmental, fines and. 3 by prosecutions in court, in all of which
eonvictions were obtained, the, fines levied aggregating Rs. 35. In 4 cases the accused were not
‘known, and the timber was'sold and realized Rs. 10*75.

XYV. —PUBLIO WOoREsS.

"The following are-some of the more important works carried out in the Western Province by the_
Public Works Department during the yegr :—

Hospital at Pimbura. "I Renewing Clyde bridge. -
Bungalows for Government officers in Colombo. Renewing Minuwangoda bridge.
Additions and improvements to Government Obser- | Renewing St. Joseph’s street bridge, Negombo.
vatory. Rebuilding Talpitiya bridge. .
Water supply, Neboda hospital. Drains at Panadure.
- Additions, Pasyala police station. . Drains at Mugurugampola bazaars.
Improvements to the Supreme Court buildings. Mirigama drainsge.
. Additions to Training College. : Salgado Ward, Panadure hospital.
The following were in progress at the end of the year :— ¢
New Merchants’ Ward, General Hospital. Elementary schools, Colombo.
Quarters for Religious Nursing Sisters, General | Tuberculosis Hospital, Kandana.
Hospital. Horana drains.
Quarters for twelve European married sergeants. Veyangoda drainage.
Quarters for staff at new Lunatic Asylum, Angoda. | Ja-ela drainage.
Quarters for Mastér Attendant, Colombo. Kochchikade drainage.

One of the most desirable works to be taken up in the mear future is the widening of the
Colombo-Avissawela road and the provision of built drains in the small towns angd bazaars through
which it passes. e

XVI.—Racama Came. : '

From January to Apnl 1917, 945 coolies passed through the camp, 899 being tm tlcket coolies.
Since April 1mm1grab10n vid Tataparai and Ragama has been suspended. There was no cholera in the .
camp., The water service worked satisfactorily. The staff was greatly réduced in consequenge Ot the
stoplpage of immigratiopn. The camp was maintained i good condxtmn, and wag utlﬁzed.'in:August
ndian troops from the troopship  Empress of India,” and agam in October by A,nn___"
French officers from the ss. “Atlantique.”

XVIIL.—Porics.

The total number of complaints rose slightly,.from 1,354 in 1916 t0'1,385 in 1917. -, The number
of true cases was 872, as againsgt 815 in 1916. The increase in the number of frue cases is comparatwely
small, wheh avcount is taken of the greater attention now paid by the police and the headmen to the
reporting of crime and of the difficult times through which the poorer classes are passing.

In the Colombo District burglary continues to head the list with 827 cases, of which 236 were
lettered as true cases. Cattle stealing, as usual, comes next with 270 cases, of which 174 were considered
to be true. - The number of convictions (53) was larger than in 1916.

+ & Five gang robberies were reported in 1917. The oﬂenders were brought to justice and convicted
in three cases.

i There were 35 cas¢s of murder, as against 3‘7 in 1916 and 55 in 1915. None of them was due to
land disputes.

T]El)'afﬁc was better regulated, and the rules of the road enforced in the small towns and on the
main roads, In 1916 the total number of cases reported to court by the police was 1,737, and
convictions were obtained in 1,622 cases ; in 1917 2,285 cases were reported, and convm’olons obtained
in 2,150 of these. :

The headmen have wotked very well. with the pohce on the whole, and have received a large .
number of rewards from the Government Agent on the recommendation of the police. -

The various police stations were well kept. A considerable number of them were.visited byehe .
Government Agent. )

It is proposed to open a police guard station on the Kandy road, near the 13th milepost, and
;Jhls cannot fail to have a good effect upon this v1c1n1ty, which has for years past earned a bgd name

or crime. - _ .
' X VI -—EXCISE. .

During the year proposals were made for the abolition of eight arrack and ten toddy taverns,
and the establishment of one new toddy tavern, and Wﬂl probably result in a further redistribution
of taverns during the next rent period.

Steps have already been taken to introduce a scheme of local option with regard to foreign liquor
taverns as recommended by the recent Excise Commlssmn



" WESTERN . PROVINCE.

XIX.—MISSCELANEOUS.

(@) Catile Branding—CGreater attention was paid to cattle branding, and a careful examination
of the registers was made at the Kachcheri and more stringent directions issued to the headmen,-with
the result that over 5,500 cattle were branded in excess of the number dealt with in the previous year.
The amount of revenue collected was Rs. 8,018, whilst the expenditure was Rs. 2,158+37.

(b) Laundries.—Licenses were issued for 218 laundries for the calendar year 1917, During that
périod the Senior Sanitary Officer instituted 16 cases for using unlicensed premises ; in 14 cases the
accused were convicted. ‘

, (¢) Dairies.~Licenses were issued for 39 dairies.
of which convictions were obtained. v

(@) Laundrymen and Dairymen.—Tweénty-six prosecutions were entered against dairymen and
laundrymen during the year £6r breach of rules. :

(¢) Opium.~Fourteen new consumers and 7 vedaralas were registered, as compared with 10 and
14, respectively, in 1916, Seventy-three consumers are reported to have died-during the year.

(f) The guestion of the registration of burial grounds made considerdble progress during the year.
After the provision of a sufficient number of burial grounds for theneeds of the distriet, the trustees, -
managers, and proprietors were called on both by notice in the Gazetfe and by direct intimation to apply
for registration in terms of the by-laws. Applications were received and entertained in respect of most
of these burial grounds, and pressure is being brought to bear to have the rest registered as soon as possible,
Hereafter it will be illegal to bury outside a general cemetery or a registered burial ground anywhere
in the digtrict. : : )

(9) The Firearms Ordinance.—The new Firearms Ordinance, No. 33 of 1916, came into operation
on April 1, 1917, 2,477 licensés were issued in the Colombo District during 1917. The stamp duty

thereon amounted to Rs. 10,386. .

' OtviL.] AV

2

Fourteen prosecutions were instituted, in all

J. G. FRASER,

i R
Colombo, February 26, 1918. : / Government Agent.

2 . . ) ’
“

APPENDIX.

\ ‘ - i . .
_I.—'_REPORT ON THE WORKING OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF NEGOMBO FOR 1917.

‘A COMPARATIVE statement of revenue and egpenditure of the Local Board of Negombo for the

';y‘ea',zss 1916 and 1917 is anpexed :—
LT 1916, 1017. - 1916, 1017,
" .Ravexve. ~Re o - Rs. e - EXPENDITURE. Rs, e . C.
.-T?«xess .. . 21,939 36 .. 21,778 22 | Cost of administration .. 3,781 4 .. 4,689 56
Licenses .. 14,233 50, .., 15,352 75 | Pensions . 515 52 ..’ 815 52
Rents .38 i, 3,038.10 3,396 40 | Office contingencies 598 37 . 756 76
Fines .. % " . 7. 150650 .. 498 0 | Cost of audit . 26391 . 244 5
Miscollaneotis™ ™ .- 1. 6,74779 7,764 32 | Legal expenses .7 630 0 . —_
Compensation on Govern- s Revenue services Lo 2,020.22 ., 2,244 73
ment buildings 611 40 621 90 | Sanitation 9,303 60 .. 8448 0
B e Smallpox account 213 26 . 231 38
48,076 65 49,411 59 | Lighting ' 2,716 80 .. 2,498 77
Balance on December 31 75,207 8 76,489 23 | Police charges 138 61 ., 202 80
) ) Public works 19,923.3% .. 31,812 64
- - Miscellaneous 6,681 84 404 64
- 46,794 50 51,548, 85
- Balance on December 81 76,489 23 74,351 97T
. Total .. 128,283 ':/3 125,900 82 Total .. 123,283 73 125,900 82
REVENUE.

Taxes.~Thedecrease of revenue under property rates is due to the delay in the collection of the .

.- taxes for the last quarter of 1917, landowners deferring payment as long as they could owing to the

- 77 depressed state of the money market. There was an increase of Rs. 300 under commutation tax, and
" a small decreage under other taxes. . )

0. Licenses,~There has been a small increase under liquor, afid s marked increase under carts and
- ~other licenses. : ,

‘ Repts.—The increase in market rents looked forward to last year when the market was remodelled
has been realized, the revepue under this head having increased by Rs. 270. There was also a small
increase under other rents. :

Fines.—The decrease in fines is a satisfactory feature.

Miscellaneous.~~The jncrease is due to the payment of a larger amount of interest by the Bank of
Madras, the amount in fixed deposit having been increased, and to an increase in the amount of the
conservancy and dirty water fees.
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: . o ExXPENDITURE.

Establishment.—The increase is due to the Board having to pay for the Sanitary Inspector, ‘
hitherto paid by the Sanitary Department, and to a contribution of Rs. 120 towards the salary of a
‘clerk employed at the Kachcheri for Local Board work.

Office Contingencies.—The increase is due to the enhanced cost of printed forms.

Legal Bxpenses—There was no expenditure under this head during the year.

Revenue Services—The increase is due to (1) the cost of dog collars, none having been procured
in the previous year ; (2) the payment of police tax on Local Board buildings, not recovered previously ;
and (3) an extra-expenditure on cart plates. .

Sanitation.—The decrease is due to a reduction in the number of carts used in scavenging from
5 to 4, and a corresponding decrease in cost, and also to the Board having secured the services of a cheaper
contractor for the conservancy of latrines.

Smallpoz.—The increase of Rs. 20 is on accotnt of the upkeep of buildings.
~+  Lighting.—The decrease is due to a reduction in the number of lamps lighted, several burners
having been stolen during the year and not replaced. - '

y _ Police Charges.—The increase is due to the Board having to pay the cost of subsistence of a vagrant
for the whole year. ‘
. Public Works, Maintenance.—The decrease is due to the roads requiring less attention, owing to
their having been put into thorough order the previous year.

New Works.—The amount under this head is made up as follows :—

. Bs. e
Drains .. .. .. .. 2,796 50
Acquisition for markets and streets .. .. 15,444 22
Cost of erecting a latrine . ’2',445 0 e
Cost of erecting a temporary pork stall 200 O

- Total .. 20,905 .72 ‘

- oo e

'Sanitation.—The scavenging of the town has been satisfactory, in spite of the reduction in th
number of carts used. The conservancy of the latrines is better managed, and the system of dry-edrt
latrines is being extended. A new latrine for males and females, consisting of twelve compartmeut
with 4 conservancy lane leading to it-from Sea street, was erected at a cost of Rs. 2,445, and is working wed,

Public Health.—The health of the town has been satisfactory. There was no epidemic of any kind

Lighting.—The lighting is unsatisfactory, and to add to the difficulty of providing efficient lightin
by means of kerosine oil lamops, the Board has had to contend with the loss of several brass oil containers
which co1dd net be replaced owing to the restriction of imports from England. A new device, by whic
il vontainers are fixed: $o the lamp brackets and secured by means of a lock, invented by Mr: €, Herff
District Engineer, is now in uge, and it is hoped will prevent further thefts. Three petrol famps wer
in uge for some months, with satisfactory results, but one of them has been stolen recently.: - The motiy
for these thefts is apparently the rise in the price of brass. o : S -

Town Improvements—The old cement conduit built at the expense of Government ing1878 ¢
drain flood water from the Kamachchodai pond has been a constant. source of-complaint ofwir.g to it
unsatisfactory fall. It is now being rebuilt at a cost of Rs. 6,500 .on improved lines suggested b
the Provineial Engineer, Western Province, the work- being carried out under theé supervision of th
District Engineer. . - - e

A sum of Rs. 15,444 was expended during the year on the acquisition of lands for the'extensio
of the market premises and the widening of roads.- ' : o

_ The attitude of the feading residents towards town matters and the hearty co-operation of t}
members of the Board in the matter of town improvements is very encouraging.

" It was thought desitable to open up a tract of ground lying between Lewis place and Cemete:
road, which has been neglected in respect of roads. . The holdings were small, and the owners could n
be expected to give land free, but Mr. John H. Pereira, the member of that ward, has very generous!
offered to pay for the land, which will be shortly acquired. This public-spirited offer was rivalled t
Mr. John X. Fernando, anothér member of the Board, who has offered as much of his land as will 1
required for opening a road from the Chilaw road to Main street. :

" A preliminary survey sliowing the line of the proposed road from the railway station, whic
will run parallél to Main street, was made, and the owners through whose lands the road will run we:

“interviewed. Mr. A, E. Rajapaksa, Mudaliyar, one of the owners, led off by offering free his portio
of land, and his good example has since been followed lyy Messrs. J. B. Jayaratna, D. Marcus Coongh
C. 8. de Croos, the trustees of Mariamma Kovil, Stephen'B. Fernando, and Mrs. Jane Fernando, and it
hoped that their action will encourage others to co-operate with the Board in carrying out the scheme.

Visit by the Governor.~—An event of interest was the visit of His Excellency the Governor in Jul;
His Excellency was accompanied by the Governmeént Agent, who showed him round the town wnu
explained the various schemes of improvement under contemplation.

Coast Erosion.—The periodical erosion of the sea ¢oast, which in 1915 washed away the road along
the seashore, and which has since been doing further damage, was brought to the notice of Government
by the Government Agent, and has resulted, after a pe}*sonal inspection by the Governor, iu a sum of
Rs. 16,000 being voted from general revenue for erecting temporary groins, which, if successful, will
be made permanent. The work will shortly be taken in hand by the Public Works Department.

Fish Market.—The fine ‘new fish market built by the Roman Catholic Mission of Sea street has
been completed, and isa great improvement on the old one, and supplies s long-felt want. It was formally
opened by the Government Agent on January 30, 1918. .
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_ Thoroughfares Ordinances—A comparative statement of collection under the Road Ordinances,
? Nos. 10 of 1861 and 31 of 1864, is annexed :— : ‘ ,

Comparative Statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Qrdinances during 1916 and 1917. -

Porcent- Percent:
age on N age on
. 1916. Number 1917. Number
. under under
Head 2. ’ Head 2.
1. Population of local area by latest Census o= 12,960 — —_ 12,960 —
2. Number of resident males by division officers’
lists liable to Jabour .. O 3,066 —_ —_— 3,904 —_
3. Discharged obligation within local area by -
(a) Paying single commutation .l 8711 93-58 ] 3,783 9472
(b) Paying double commutation . 10 °25 44 1-10
{¢) Labouting six days .. . I — — —
(@) Labouring twelve days N — — —
4, Total discharged obligation .. . -~ 3,721 03'83 pr—t—u 3,827 | 95-82
5. Failed to discharge obligation within -local )
ares, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e} Exompted on account of age, &c. .. 70 1:76 55 |1 *38
(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere o 92 232 86 1-36
{9) Double entries . . 8 20 6 18
(%) Fined . . 5 -18 10} - 26
(¢) Imprisomed - . ] = ‘ — ) - —
() Left local aren .. .. 70 176 40 101
© 6. Total failed to discharge obligation within ,
. local area .. T 245 | - 6°17 67 418
='1. Unsccounted for : .. L= 10 e — 40 —
T ] . J. G. FRASER,
- February 26, 1918. ) Chairman.

e %

RT ON THE WORKING OF THE LOGAL BOARD OF MORATUWA FOR 1917

3 General.—The policy of the Board decided on in October, 1914, was steadily pursued during
-1917» . The éadastral survey of & portion of the town was completed, and was at onge utilized as g guide
“in layinggdown street lines and in drawing up a scheme for roading this ares, In this connection the
Board haf:the advantage of the active co-operation of Mr. P, M. Battle and Mr, (. P. de Silva, who devoted
much tinte t6'deciding on the street lines to be followed in respect of the Galle road and in suggesting
improvements. - A satisfactory piece of street widening was carried out at Charles place, Lunawa, and steps
were taken to extend the widening southwards. o
Another feature of the year was the extension of the conservancy rules to-a portion of Moratumulla
in connection with the campaign against hookworm. The area previously dealt with in Uyana is now
in a much more sanitary condition, the disgusting pig system of conservanocy having been abandoned.
The public latrine at Moratumulls built in 1916 was maintained in first ¢lass condition, and is now largely
used. There has not been a single complaint in ¢onnection with it. The Board is taking steps to
establish a similar latrine in Uyana ; later on other areas will be deelared “specified areas,” and public
latrines constructed, A ¢onsiderable improvement in the markets was carried out in 1917, s
From the annexed comparativé statement of revenue and expenditure of the Looal Board o
Moratuwa for the years 1916 and 1917, it will be seen that the revenue for the year under reviewamounted
to Rs. 63,110°44, as against Rs. 46,23744 in the previous year :—

Comparative Sté,f,ement éf' Revenue and Expenditure of the Local Board of Moratuwa
for the. Years 1916 and 1917,

R f 1916, 1017,

R Reveivs. Rs, e - Rs. o

Taxes " . . 31,165 95 .. 31,830 76
Licenses . .. . 7,134 75 .. 7,716 75

Rents .. .. T 3,523 86 . 3,911 6

Miscellaneous - . 4,422 88 - 9,951 57

N ' 46,237 44 53,110 1%

s Deposits :—

Cdntractor’s security money to be refunded .. 1,046 62 .. 585 O

Balance in bank on December 31 .. 20,000 0 .. 30,800 0

Kachcheri balance on December 31 .. 13,633 0 .. 10,454 99

> . —————— ——————

Total .. 80,917 6 94,950 13

\ - B Twam—

9(r)18

b
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EXPENDITURE. Rﬁ)l&c‘ ’ I%g 17'0
+ Cost of administration oo 9,683 89 10,267 40
g Sanitation .. 5,999 31 7,172 16
Lighting . 1,087 44 1,275 58
Public works.. 19,088 22 14,852 91
Miscellaneous 2,606 76 2,389 39
Bducation .. 580 O 640 O

Publie works chargeable to Joan funds 35 65 -
38,981 27 36,097 44
Refunds e 680 80 1,147 50
*Deposit in Bank 30,800 O 37,082 0
Balance on December 31 10,454 99 20,673 19
Total 80,917 9 94,950 13

REVENUE.

Taxes.—The increase under assessment tax was due to miore rap1d recoveries. There was a
deerease of Rs. 16550 under commutation tax, and an increase of Rs. 179°75 under other taxes.

Licenses.—The increase under other licenses was due to the larger number of premises licensed
for the sale of vegetables.

Rents—The decrease under rent of Rawatawatta house and garden, &oc., is accounted for by the
fact-that the rent of house No. 52, Digarolla, which was included under this head in 1916, ceased to be
collected in 1917 on its conversion into a pork market. The increase under markets was due to the
higher rate of rent obtained for the public markets at Digarolla and Rawatawatta, and also to the rent
derived from one of the pork stalls leased for use as a vegetable boutique. .

Miscellaneous—The increase under conservancy was the result of the increase in the number of

*

persons availing themselves of the dry-earth system. The in€rease under sundries was due to a refund - °

of Rs. 10981, being unclaimed cost of stationery deposited with the Government Printer in. June, 1913 ;
to g xefund of Rs. 122+ 63, Being unexpended balance of deposits made with the Director of Public Works

for Local Board works-; and also to the sum of Rs. 3850, being proceeds of sale of the materials comprising
Rs. 4,000 was received from Government as its moiety of the

the old vegetable market at Digarolla.
probable cost of an infectious diseases hospital.

EXPENDITURE.

QCost of Administration.—The increase under establishment was due partly to the annual increments
in the emoluments of the staff, and partly to the Board having had to meet the bicycle allowance (in
addition to the salary, the payment of which began from October 1, 1916) of the Sanitary Inspector,
previously paid by the Medical Department.

Sanitation.—The increase under this head was due to the expenses incurred on acoount of four
cases of plague, and alse o the cost of purchasing a conservancy cart and a scavenging cart to be kept
in reserve for emergeneies.

Public Works.—The increase under malntenanee of roads resulted from more extensive.xépairs
having been effected. e

Miscellaneoys.—There was no expenditure under markets, &ec., as all the public markets were
leased throughout the year. Rs. 10089 was paid as police rates on Local Boaxd properties for the period
1913 to 1917. '

Sanitation.—The scavenging of the town was done on contract, four scavenging carts being used,
and was satisfactorily carried out. The dry-earth system of conservancy wasextended to portions of
the villages of Uyana and Mora.tumulla. which had been duly declared “ specified areas *’ under the
by-laws re cesspits. In these areasno  pig latrines * are permitted to be used. It is intended by degrees
to bring the whole town under the operations of these by-laws, and in this way, while greatly improving
ity general sanitary condition; to adopt the most effective means of combating and finally eradicating the
hoolrworm decease.

. Public Health.—The state of the public health was, as usual, far from satisfactory- There were
60 reported cases of enteric, 75 of continued fever, 28 of dysentery, 44 of chickenpox, 43 of measles, and
5 cages of plague, all of which latter proved fatal. One case of plague was from outside Local Board limits.

Lighting.—The lighting of the town was carried out departmentally, as in the previous year,
and was efficiently and economma,]ly done. It was nof, however, altogether adequate, as, owing fo
the frequent thefts-of burners in 1916, it was decided that only 29 lamps should be lighted. Five petrol
lamps were substituted for kerosine oil lamps at important junctions, and these proved very satisfactory.
At the end of the year provision was made for lighting 88 lamps during 1918.

Cadastral Sur'vey —A cadastral survey of a portion of Digarolls, Moratuwella, and Idama, the_', I

first of its kind, comprising about 200 acres, was completed at a cost of Rs. 1,504. o

Street Lines.—Street lines were laid down in Uyana, and at the end of the year arrangements-;_

were in hand for laying down landmarks along the whole of Main street.

Acquzsztwn of Land.—A. piece of land near the Lunawa railway station was acquired forthe sum
of Rs. 1,775°50. A portion of this area has been utilized as a hackery stand, and the remainder has
admitted of the widening out of the approach road to the station—a work in ' which the Provincial Road
Committee also participated by allowing the resthouse wall to be set back. This has greatly improved
the appearance of this part of the town. o

New Buildings.—A slaughter-house for pigs, a pork market, and a temporary vegetable market
were constructed at Digarolla at a cost of Rs. 3,225,
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Lairines—The Moratumulla latrine was maintained in good condition. Those at Rawatawatta
’and Digarolla markets are old fashioned, and should be replaced by a more modern type as soon as
possible. Steps were taken for the acquigition of a site for a public latrine at Uyana. .
. Meetings.—There were twelve ordinary meetings during the year. At the biennial election of

Unofficial Members held on December 18, 1917, the following merabers were elected to serve on the

Board during the years 1918-19 :—Mr. G. M. Silva, for the Rawatawatta Division ; Dr. H. J. Fernando,
for the Moratumulla Division; and Mr. V. A. de Mel for the Moratuwella Division. Messrs. P. C.
Fémando and C. P. de Silva retired from the Board. .

A comparative statement showing the working of the Road Ordinances, Nos. 10 of 1861 and
3'1 of 1864, is annexed :—

Comparative Statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances during 1916 and 1917.

Percent- Percent+
age on age on
1916. Number 1617. Numbey
under under
. Head 2. Head 2,
1. Population of local area by latest Census Y I 25,864 | — — 25,854 —
2, Number of resident males by division offiers’
lists liable to labour . I R 7,090 | — — | 1,070 —
3. Discharged obligation within local ares by— :
(8) Paying single commmutation .. 6,122 86:3¢ ] 5,939 8400
_ (b) Paying double commutation .. 42 59 91 1-27
- (¢} Labouring six days e I —_ -— —
(d) Labouring twelve days . . I : — . —
4. Total discharged . eof——! 6,164 | 86°93 6,080 | 85-27
.. 5. Failed to discharge obligation within local area,
' Qut otherwise accounted for ag«— )
(¢) Exempted on account of age, &o. .. 134 1-88 122 1-72
~(f) Paid of laboured elsewhere .. 137 1-93 238 | 3-36
. (g) Double entries N .. 58 81 157 2:22
(k) Fined ... - " - 8 : 1 12 -16
= {¢) Imprisoned . o o— b — — —
< gidd), Left local area .- e — — g —_
4 .;.'gggjba},-iailed to discharge obligation within local ‘
o iyl .o . vl 337 475 529 749
7, Unaccounted for . - 589 8-28 — 511 722
C ' J. G. FRASER,
:-. *February 26, 1918. Chairman.

-

4

III.—I}.EPQRT ON THE WORKING OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF MINUWANGODA
" o FOR 1917.

ReviNue,

TrE revenue of the Local Board of Minuwangoda for the year 1917 amounted to Rs. 8,10791,
as against Rs. 7,816 63 in the year 1916, showing an increase of Rs. 29128, due to the higher rent paid
for the vegetable market and Local Board boutiques and better collections of sissessment $ax and road tax.

- Licenses.—The collections under this head amounted to Rs. 8,035, while those of the previous
year were Rs. 3,492°50. This decrease of Rs, 45750 was due to the fact that a sum of Rs. 550, being
refund of stamp duty op aceount of liquor licenses for the financial year 1915-16, was twice credited by
an error. 'Fhis amount had to be refunded towards the end of the year. -

. Rents.—The revenue ftom. rents was Re. 2,732:58, as agginst Rs. 1,87121, being an increase of
Rs. 86137, dus to the higher rent paid for the vegetable market and Local Board boutiques. ‘

. Taxes.—The revenue réalized: under this head was Rs. 2,087 58, while that of the previous year
 was Rs. 1,72042. The increase of Rs. 36716 was mainly due to the more expeditious collection of

- assessment tax and road tax. : '

EXPENDITURE.

.. Establishment.—~The expenditure under this head was Rs. 810, as against Rs, 81744 in the previous
. year, showing a decrease of Rs. 7-44. : coe
Public Works.~A sum of Re. 3,500°26 was spent on public works during the year. Of this

amount; a sum of Rs. 460 was spent in partitioning a part of the latrine for males for the use of females.
A sum of Rs. 2,235 was expended in opening -a cross road, from the Veyangoda road to Diulapitiya
road, through the lands acquired in 1915 and 1916. A site for a latrine for females was acquired at a
cost of Rs. 444, and a sum of Rs. 36126 was spent on repairs to public buildings.

» Lighting.—~The expenditure under this head was Rs. 53161, while the amount expended in the

previous year was Rs. 8135, showing an increase of Rs.’ 45026, This increase is due to the fact that
throughout the year all the street lamps were lighted till 10 p.m.
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Sanitation.—The scavenging of the town and the conservancy of the latrines were carried on
satigfactorily under the supervision of an overseer. ' .

Public Health.—The health of the town was satisfactory, there being only two cases of enteric
fever and one case of measles.

Mectings.—Ten ordinary meetings of the Board were held during the year, eight of which were
presided over by the Government Agent, Western Province. One special meeting was also convened
to obtain the approval of the Board to the acquisition of a site for the proposed latrine for females.

The usual statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance is annexed :—

.

Comparative Statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances during 1916 and 1917,

Percent- Percent-
age on age on
1916, Number 1917, Number
under under
Head 2. Head 2.
1, Population of local area by latest Census ol = 860 — — 900 —_
2, Number of regident males by division officers’|
lists fiable to labour .- o - 878 —_ —_ 390 —
8. Discharged obligatjon within local area by—"
{a) Paying single commutation . 324 85-714 342 87692
{b) Paying double commutation . 10 2:645 1 256
{c¢) Labouring six days .. S — — —
{d) Labouring twelve days .. —_ - —_ — -_—
4. Total discharged obli%;a.tion - 334 | 88-359 |- 343 | 87-948
&, Tailed to disoharge obligation within local area, )
but otherwise accounted for as—
{e) Exempted on account of age, death,
disqualification, or physical inabilit; ¢
to work . .. 3 *793 2
{) Paid or laboured elsewhere .. 27 7142 13
%}gz) Double entries or entries by mistake -.. 3 793 6
Y Fined .. .. 2 529 . 4 :
(%) Imprisoned .. N — 1y 2
{7) Left local ares .e .. — — — —
8, Total failed t¢ discharge obligation within local - .
aren .. .. . . 35 | 9257 26| 6:6, .
7. Unactounted fo; e .o — - G 2:38 — 21 5384 ..
: J. G. FRASER, .
February 26, 1918. Chairman: =

IV.~REPORT ON THE WORKING OF THE THOROUGHFARES ORDINANCES -
DURING 1917, L

WESTHRN PROVINCE.

Tag Provinetal Road Compnittee during 1917 consisted of the Chairman, the Hon. Mr. J. G. Fraser,
C.M.G. ; the Provincial Engineer, Mr. A. E. Caldicott, until June, and Mr. J. G. Drieberg since then ;
Mr, G. W. Dickinson until November, and Mr. R. Garnier since then; Mr, G. S. Schneider ; and
Mr, J. E. Seneviratna, v

A meeting of the Committee was held on Decbmber 8, at which estimates for the ensuing year
were passed. At other times the opinion of members was taken by the eirculation of papers.

« ° In accordance with the provisions of section 23 of Ordinance No. 10 of 1861, Messrs. W. R. Jansz
and J. D, Phillips, Extra Office Assistants to the Government Agent, Western Province, were appointed
Chairmen of the Distric} Road Committee, Colombo, to act in that capacity in the absence of the
Government Agent and the Assigtant Government Agent.

Acting under the provisions of section 33 of Ordinance No. 10 of 1861, this Committee authorized
the holding of an election on December 10, at the Kalutara Kachcheri, for the purpose of electing a
European Member for the Distriet Road Committee there, in place of Mr. W. G: Dickinson, who had
resigned. As no candidate presented himself for election on the day appointed, Mr. M. L. W. Wilkins,
J.P., U.P.M,, was nominated for the unexpired term of the years 1917 and 1918.

The rents of ferry tolls in this Province, which were sold previously for twelve months according
to the Government financial year, were sold for fifteen months, commmencing from October 1, 1917, in-
order that in 1919 the period may coincide with the calendar year, which is the financial year of the Road
Committees. The sale of the rents for the fifteeh months realized a sum of Rs. 12,004 - 25,

During the year the following votes were passed on account of the ferries, viz., Rs. 54 as
compensation to the renter of the Kitulgahawatta ferry for the hire of & canoe whilst the ferry beat was
under repairs, Rs, 540 for repairs to the ferry boat at Kalawellawa, and Rs. 140 for repairs to ‘che ferry
boat at Rukgahatotapola. )

The new Horana resthouse, the construction of which was given on contract last year, was
completed and taken over on Deceniber 1, and was openéd to the public from that date. The materials
of the old resthouse were sold by public auction and fetched a sum of Rs, 465 ; the site itself is to be
disposed of to the Sanitary Board and the Buddhist temple. )
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The question of the acquisition of the site for the new resthouse at Negombo was decided by the

% Supreme Court, and early steps will be taken to prepare plans for this building, which is urgently needed,

the present one being inconvenient and badly situated. As a preliminary step, the materials of the old
building standing on the site were sold and realized Rs. 1,000.

A sum of Rs. 750 was voted for the acquisition of a building and a strip of land adjoining the
Kesbewa resthouse; and a sum of Rs. 3,000 for the acquisition of land for building & new resthouse at
Homagama, near the railway station, in place of the old resthouse at Aturugiriya, which is several miles
away irom, this spot, and is not much frequented by the public.

Sums of Rs,.800, Rs. 400, and Rs. 700 were passed for improvements to the Ja-ela, Mirigama, and
Henaratgoda resthouses during the year, and the other resthouses in the Province were kept in good repair,

’ In connection with the widening of the approach roads to the Lunawa railway station, the
Committee approved of the proposal of the Local Board of Moratuwa to shift back the boundary wall
of the resthouse premises, the Board beéaring the cost of re-erection. .
The initial steps were taken to bring the ¢art road from Tummodara to Puwakpitiya under the
provisions of the Branch Roads Ordinance. The application is now under consid¢ration by Government.
Licenses to seize cafttle trespassing on the principal thoroughfares were issued to persons
recommended by the Provincial Engineer and the Korale Mudaliyars. ’ :
A statement of the revenue and expenditure of the Provincial Road Committee for 1917 is apnexed,
together with the report of the Chairman of the District Road Cotnmittee, Colombo :—
B

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year 1917.

Amount. Total.-
.. REVENUE. Rs. ¢ Rs. e
Balance on January 1, 1917 .. .. -~ 49,688 82
Aniount regeived from District Road Committees op »
account of two-thirds commutation for principal roads,
resthouses, &c. :—
(a) From Colombo District Road Committee .. 19,812 50

. {b) From Kalutara District Road Coinmittes .. 8,621 75 o
' e 28,434 25

Conipeﬁsation by Government in, lieu of tolls levied on

’ minor roads .. : .. .. — 80,248 0
Government grant in aid of minor works . — 26,025 0
‘Resthouse collections :— . . i

(@) Erom Colombo District Road ‘Committee .. 7,193 37

(b) From Kalubara Digtriet Road Committee .. 4,255 64

e 11,449 1
Contributions from District Road Committeés on aceount
of Provinecial Road Committee establishment :—
(@) From Colombo District Road Committee .. 3,900 4
(b) From Kalutara District Road Committee .. 1,400 0
) o — . 5,300 0
Miscellaneous receipts »— . _ ’ ’ o

Actual .. .. . 12,789 74
Deposits RE . .. . 6,229 47
: - . — 18,969 21
e
Total .. 170,064 29
N R
EXPENDITURE,

Payments made from two-thirds commutation during the
" year under the provisions of Ordinances Nos. 10 of 1861,
31 of 1884, and 10 of 1902 on account of— ~
(@) Principal roads o e -
(b) Resthouses , .- .. ) ..
Upkeep, repair, and improvement of resthouses from

Il

28,434 25

funds other than two-thirds commutation —_ 9,283 27
Pay of resthouse-Keeperg” o ‘. — 4,608 0
Provincial Road Committee’s establishment .. —_— 6,899 70
Compensation by Government in liou of tolls remitted tow— -

(@) Colombo District Road Committee .. 24,562 0

(b) Kalutara District Road Committee . 5686 0

) . e 30,248 0

. Govem;neniz grant in aid of mjnor works remitted to— - - -
{o) Colombo District Road Committee . 18,359 o
(6) Kalutars District Road Commitiee . 7,666 0

’ —————r. 26,025 0

Miscellaneous charges :— .

Actual .. . .. .. 312¢ ¢
Deposits .. .. .. 8,196 ‘83 .
——— 11,320
Balance on December 31, 1917 .. .- — 53,245 ?g
) » », . -
. ,
- _ Total .. 170,064 29
-, " - ‘
Provincial Road Committee, J. G. FRASER
. G y

Colombo, February 26, 1918. ‘ Chairman,
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COLOMBO DISTRICT.

Tug District Road Committee of Colombo consisted during 1917 of the Chairman, the Hon. Mr, ¢
J. G. Fraser, C.M.G. ; the Provincial Engineer, Mr. A. E. Caldicott, until June, and Mr. J. G. Drieberg
sincé then ; and the follomng gentlemen :—Messrs. C. 8, Jones, W. P. D. Vanderstraaten, A, L. R,
Aserappa, and A. E. Rajapaksa, Mudaliyar.

During 1917 a meeting of the Committee was held on December 18, at which the estimates of
revepue and expenditure for the ensuing year were passed. The opinion ‘of members was taken hy
circulars at other times,

At -the instance of Mr. Farley Elford, Superintendent of Ayr estate, the upkeep vote of Rs. 450
for the maintenance of the Bope-Dambura road was raised by a supplementary vote to Rs. 1,000, Ayr
and Weymouth estates contributing a like amount for the improvement of this road, in view of the heavy

“traffic passing over it. A sum of Rs. 24,840 was appropriated for necessary improvements to roads,

repairs to wooden platform bridges, construction of new eulverts, and drainage. A vote of Rs. 1,000 was
sanctioned for acquiring land at Radawana, for the purpose of widening the main roads at this junction.

Licenses to seize eattle trespassing on minor roads were issued to persons recommended by the
Mudaliyars of the several korales, and action was also taken in all cases reported to the Committee of
building without notice along the minor roads.

A eomparative statement showing the working of the Ordinances during 1916 and 1917, and the
statement of receipts and expenditure of the District Road Committee of Colombo for 1917, together
with the report of the Superintendent of Minor Roads, are annexed :—

Comparatwe Statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances during 1916 and 1917,

Percent- Percent-
age on age on
" oo 1916, Number 1917, Number
> 4 under under
! Head 2. Head 2.
1. Ropulamon of 1008l ares, by latest Census . — |112,086] — — |110078] =
2, Number of resident males by division officers’ lists S
Y reported Tiable to labour . BN R 130,860 - — 182,495 —
3. Discherged obligation within local area by— .
(@) ?amng single eomnmutation . ++{ 120,036 9172 | 122,914 < - 92:76.
{6) Paying double commutation - .| 1,822 ~ 1-39 | 1,910 1+44 -
(¢) Labo six days .. ol - — —_— —
. {d) Labouring twelve days P I . — _ —
4. Tots} digcharged ob %at:on .. 121,858 93-12 124,824 | 94:21 .
5. Tailed to dischiarge obligation within local area, .
but otherwise acocounted for as— Sy
(¢} Exempted on aceount of age, death,- :
disqualification, or physical inab1hty
to work . 3,354 2-56 | 2,268 1-71
) Paid or labouted ebéWhere - 2,088 . 1-58 1,865 1-407
(9) Double enbmes or enbnes by mistake .. 2,698 2-06 2,601 ’ 1. 1vw986 "
(7) Fined.. .o 858 - 04 4671 ° <y 7 003
(¢) Imprisoned . ’ . 12 +009 21 f “001
(i) Left loal ares 812 -62 870 *06"
6, Total failed to discharge obhg&tlon within local
area 9,002 6-87 7,671 5‘78 ‘
- 7. Unaccounted Jt'oy .. ‘ e — —-— — — —_—t —
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year 1917.
. RevENUE, Rs, e
Balanc¢e on January 1, 1917 .. . -, 85,613 18
Commputation reaﬁ‘zed in money .. 190,167 0O
Compeénsation by Government in, Tiew of tolls levied on mmormads,;. +. 24,662 0
Government contribution in aid of minor works . . 18,359 0
Miseellaneous recexpts — Rs. e,
" Actual . . .. 4,733 26
Deposits .. .. .. 6,546 20
11,279 46

Total .. 279,980 64

) .- EXPENDITURE,
Payment made on account of prificipal roads and resthouses .. 51,017 67
Amount expended on minor works .. 140,818 28
Establishment and ¢ommission t0 divisiemn oﬁicers F—
(%) Contributioh on account Provincial Road Rs. .
Committee establishment 3,900 0
(b) Cost of District Road Commitéee estabhsh .
“ment . . 12,786 7
(¢) Comrmssmn to division officers .. 17,181 98
O e 33,868 2
Miscellaneous oharges —
Actual- e - . 6,056 26
Deposits .. . .l 8,528 90
A : ————— 12,585 16
Balan¢e on December 81, 1917 .. .- o 41,691 51
Total .. 279,980 64
District Road Committee, : J. G. FRASER,

Colombo, February 26, 1918. o Chairman.
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Rerort on Minor Roads in the Colombo and Negombo Districts for 1917,

K TR total expenditure during the year was Rs. 144,102, 58, of which Rs. 77,949 45 has been spent on the
maintenance of roads, the balance Rs. 66,153°13 being expended for the following serviees, viz., resthouses,
bridges, culverts, improvements of roads, flood damages, and ferry boats. '

The total number of miles maintained was 2674, spread over 70 roads, of which 135} are traek metalled,
128} gravelled surface, and 4 miles bridle path. . ’
The sverage cost per mile is as follows :—Track-metalled roads, Rs. 875 47; gravelled surface,

Rs. 209°87 ; bridle path, Rs. 62°50. ’ .

Bridges.—The amount voted under this head was Rs, 6,162°15, of which asum of Rs. 5,858°27 was

expended for the following works:— ‘ .

4 (1) For the construction of an iron bridge 18 feet span, of the Public Works Department type, optained
: from the Government Factory, on masonry abutments. Te.
(2) For the construction of a wooden pile bridge 34.feet in length, - M
(3) For repairs to the suspension bridge over Wak-oya, —
(4): For the renewal of the wooden platforms of four bridges. Out of the balance of Rs.”308'88, a sum
of Rs. Rs. 237 has been re-voted f¢r expenditure during 1918. ’ :

Oulverts.—A sum of Rs, 364°94 was spent in constructing a brick masonry ‘culvert 16 feet by 4 foet
by 4 feet, covered with ¢cement concrete slabs. o
' Improvements o Boads.—Of & sum of Ras. 37,985 voted for this purpose, Rs. 28,865° 41 was expended
on the improvement of thirty-three roads, leaving & balance of Rs. 8,219°59, of which Rs. 8,176 03 has been
re~voted for expenditure during 1918. . L : ‘
Flood Damages.—An expenditure of Rs. 20,749 95 has been ingurred on the following works :—

(1) For the construction of eleven iron bridges of the Public Works Department type on masonry
abutments, viz., 2 of 8 feet span, 3 of 8 feeb span, 2 of 10 feet span, 2 of 12 feet span, and 2 of
14 feot span. LD : . _
(2) For the relailewall of the wooden platforms of ten bridges... - . .
(3) For the construction of sixteen masonry culverts of & permanent nsture, viz., 1 of 14 feet by 2feet
by 2 feet, 3 of 16 feet by 2 feet by 2 feet, 3 of 16 feet by 3 feetby 3 feet, 1 of 16ieet by 4 feet by 3 feet,
* 5 of 16 feet by 4 foet by 4 feet, 1 of 20 feét by 2 feet by 18 feet, 1 of 20 feet by 2 feet by 2 feet, and
1 of 20 feet by 3 feet by 3 feet. ,
o(4) For the improvement of twenty-one roads,

. - Resthouses.—A. sum of Rs. 10,147 was voted under this head, of which Rs. 9,919 87 was spent on the
improvement gnd upkeep repairs to eleven resthouses. '
© 7 Ferry Boats.—Repairs to Diggala ferry boat cost a sum of Rs. 399 69,

) General.—The roads haye been maintained in fair order, the limited amount apportioned having been
economically distributed over the several roads in the Colombo and Negombo Districts. The traffic ¢n some
of the more important roads, which form the chief outlets to the principal roads, and serve as feeders to the
Main line, Kelani Valloy, and Negombo Railways, was, as usual, heavy. The funds at the disposal of the
Distriet Road Committee do not, however, permit of increased expendjture, and it would be a great relief to the
Cornmittee if some of the more important roads were handed over to the Public Works Department.

t

. . J. O. EBERT,
Superintendent of Minor Roads.

REPORT ON THE KALUTARA DISTRICT FOR 1917.

L ~HisToRY OF THE YEAR. :

TaE year 1917 W@g_v%;e.ygptful. Generally speaking, it has been & period of decline from the state
of abounding prosperify; Which may be said to have reached its zenith towards the end of 1916. This
depression was most severely felt on the coast, where the principal industries are connected with the
produce of the coconut. The low price of arrack serjously affected distilling and its subsidiary industries,
upon. which large numbers are more or less dependent. At the same time copra was for a large part of
the year practically unsaleable, , o

‘2, Inland the villagers were better off, as there is still employment to be had on the estates, and
during the first part of the year the plumbago industry was booming, T¢ sum up the position, though the
district is not so prosperous, as it was in 1916, there is no indication at present of a period of distress.

3. There were no big floods during the year, the rainfall being below the average, and no less
than 50 inches less than in 1916. There was some further erosion by the sea at Alutgama, near the
mouth of the Bentota river, but the inroads at Panadure have not continued.

: 4. Considerable efforts were made by local committees to boom the War Lean, but without
. very great success. Two of the chief factors militating against larger contributions were the lack of
.+ ready money in the country, and the absénce of any facilities, such as exist at home, enabling the small
. man to invest. X
Sl 5. TEight more Europeans went to the front, bringing the total up to 67. Six Ceylonese also
" "“went on war service. Steady good work continued to be done by the local branch of the Queen Mary’s

.+ Needlework Guild.

. 6.7 Sessions of the Supreme Court were held both at Panadure and Kalutara in August and
September,’ the Fon. the Chief Justice presiding. These were the first sessions held at Panadure within
recént years. - . ‘

7. A campaign against hookworm in the villages was commenced, and very encouraging progress
has begn made.” Details of this will appear below under the head of Health and Sanitation.
8. Alocal association for the promotion of the Kalutara basket*weaving industry was established

7

in September, and has already made a gpod start.

s
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9. There were the following official changes in 1917 :—

(1) The Police Magistrate of Kalutara, Mr. J. E. de Silva Suriyabandara, Gate Mudaliyar, retired
ab the end of February after forty-five years’ service under Government, and was succeeded
by Mr. C. L. Wickremesinghe.

(2) Mr..J. A. Maybin, Police Magistrate, Panadure, went home on war service in January, and
was relieved by Mr. L. L. Hunter, Mr. Solomon Fernando being appointed Additional Police
‘Magistrate, as Mr. Hunter had to give most of his time to riot tax work in the Colombo
District. Mr, C. J. S. Pritchett took the place of these two officers from December 5.

(3) Mr. P. N. Banks left for war service in June, and his place was filled by Mr. C. E. Wedd as
Asggistant Superintendent of Police, Kalutara. '

(4) Mr. B. W. Sproule succeeded Mr. A. P. Brohier as District Engineer, Kalutara, in March, and
Mr. Moses de Silva relieved Mr. P. M. Battle, District Engineer, Panadure, in November.

(6) A Muhandiram was sanctioned for Rayigam korale, and Mr. J. D. Wickramanayaka was
appointed from December 1. - )

(6) Theﬂ}{aohlc]llleri Mubhandiram, Mr. J. R. de Silva, had unfortunately to retire in October owing
to ill-health. : .

II.—CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

10. In my last Administration Report a short outline was given of the comparatively easy life
of the villager in this district under normal conditions. During the year under review there is no doubt
that he has begun to feel the pinch of the war. The cost of necessaries has tended to rise, while at
various points his sources of income have been curtailed. The decline in the price of arrack has decreased
the numbers of trees leased for tapping and brought the rents down to a low figure. For copra and nuts
there has latterly been little or no market. After a temporary boom in plumbago early in the year,
which caused everybody to rush into the industry, the price fell, and all but the best mines began to
close down. The local market for the villagers’ rubber gradually dwindled, till by the end of the year
there was practically no sale. At the same time there does not appear to be at present any indication
of any real distress such as would justify the opening anywheré of relief works ; in fact, there does not.
appear to be any marked decrease in the price of labour. In two villages near Panadure, where the
people had complained that they were hard up, publication was made in December that, with a view.bo:™
helping any persons who were in want, work would be given on the roads at a daily remuneration of 25
cents and a measure of rice per man, the equivalent of 45 to 50 cents. This is somewhat below: the
prevailing rate of wages, which is 60 to 80 cents, but still it would keep a man going, and there is no
doubt, should a period of real distress supervens, large numbers would be only too glad to work for' such
remuneration. The publication was made as an experiment, and the result was not a singlé man applied-
for employment. ' R

'11. " With a view to safeguarding the people against such a time of distress, and also to incréase -

the food supply in the country, every effdrt has been made to induce the people to cultivate as much. of
their land as possible with grain, vegetables, yams, or other food products.. Though something has been
done—for example, in Rayigam korale 106 acres not hitherto so cultivated have been 101‘011g11tl‘;:'u,x;gi_,e&x “
cultivation—the results, on the whole, have been disappointing. This is due to a variety of -cauges.?
Through a period of extraordinary prosperity the villagers have many of. them got out of the habit of %
depending for their livelihood on what they could raise from the soil. High wages and light labour on™
the rubber estates have been far more attractive than the more laborious and precarious cultividion
of food stuffs. Many other souxces of income have also been available, which have no doubt spoLit the
villager for a more laborious method of life. Chief amongst these has been the cultivation ¢f rubber
by the villager himself. This has become a perfect craze, and, if nothing happens to check it, there is
no doubt that in a few years it will entirely supplant the cultivation of food. Hundreds of acres of flat
owita land, which used to produce only food, have gone into rubber, and even extensive tracts of paddy
fields are being similarly treated. It is needless to point out that many of the results of this tendency
are bad. From the point of view of the rubber industry itself, the spread of disease from these close-
planted low-lying areas is distinotly a source of danger, while the temptation for the villager to increase
his output of latex by theft from the adjoining estate in many cases proves irresistible. This conversion
of land, which should be cultivated for food, into rubber plantations further makes for idleness and
the demoralization of the villager, resulting in the increase of crime, while the food supply of the whole
community is seriously curtailed. :
« ° 12, Another ill result is the still further restriction of land available for cattle pasture, for which
these flat owita lands were very suitable. This is a most serious question if the cultivation of paddy and
food stuffs is not to die out entirely. The Crown has in many villages parted by outright sale with all
the land, and the present unfortunate state of affairs is that, while no real use is made of 90 per cent.
of this land, there is yet no area available, except at prohibitive cost, for the urgently necessary purpose
of communal pastures. The result is that the miserable half-starved and degenerate beasts wander
about the country and are a nuisance to every one.

13. Another difficulty met with in endeavouring to increase the production of food is the habit
of the people in planting up the whole of their gardens with permanent cultivation. Going through
the ordinary native garden, especially near the coast, where the population is thickest, it appears to be "
the object of the owners to make every possible square yard produce a tree—coconut, arecanut, or jak.
The result is the whole of the garden becomes a thick forest of trees, in which any other cultivation is
imposgible. In many cases even the undergrowth is not cleared, so that, except in the immediate
vicinity of the dwellings, the garden is to all intents and purposes a jungle. There are miles of such gardens
with only small patches here and there where any annual cultivation is possible. Closely c¢onnected
with this habit and another serious obstacle to any progress towards a better use of the land is the
mischievous system of infinitesimal divided ownership. The more numerous the owners become, the
less use can be made of the land, and the more hopeless the position becomes. '

14. Another source of danger to the villager arising from the development of the country in
rubber is the extraordinarily high price of land produced by the keen demand for rubber planting. The
land shark is abroad everywhere, ready to snap up any bits of village land he can get : gardens, owitas, and

-
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,even paddy fields, and these at once go into rubber, I have not collected figures with regard to this,
but a hgonsiderable acreage must have passed during the last few years from the villager to outside
capitalists.

i 15. I have gene somewhat at length into this question of production of food and of the use the
villager makes of his land, because the subject appears to me very closely bound up with the condition
and welfare of the people. The present tendencies are making for the demoralization of the villager,
that is, the peasant proprietor, who is, in an agricultural country, the backbone of the community, and
the increase of the landless and labouring class. The best interests of the villager demand that he should
learn to make a better use of his land, and give his first attention to producing food from it for his support.

. Food Supply. h

16. The question of food production has already been touched on. The staple food of the
people is rice supplemented by jak and other fruit, yams, vegetables, dry grain, &c., and fish. The
quantity of paddy produced in the district was about the same as in 1916, for although the acreage sown
was less, the yield was better. The yield of dry grain was less, as no Crown ¢henas were given in 1916.
As pointed. out last year, the, local yield of paddy gives less than half a bushel of rice per head of the
population, so that by far the greater part of the rice consumed in the district has to be imported.

17. The price of rice has tended to rise, though the supply has always been sufficient. The cost
of all imported articles has increased. Witha view to prevent the undue enhancement of prices by the
boutigue-keepers, a proportional scale of charges has been worked olit for each bazaar based on the
current rates in Colombo. These were circulated weekly to the Mudaliyars, who were thus énabled to
check inflation of prices in the outlying bazaars. The system has worked fairly well on the whole:

18. With regard to other articles of food, the local beef and mutton is very inferior stuff, and
the supply of the latter scanty. Fowls and eggs are expensive. Jak fruit and yams of various kinds,
which are & great stand-by for the pooret classes, are cheap and plentiful. Bread and aerated waters
are becoming increasingly popular. -

Health and Senitation.

+19. The district has been fortunate in being free from serious epidemics. There have been no
‘eases of cholera or smallpox. There was a small outbreak of plague in and around Beruwala, there
bejdg six cases in all, including a medical attendant employed in a post-mortem examination on a plague
casé, ~ A rat infection was proved to exist in the centre of the Beruwala bazaar, which is very crowded,
besides being a considerable rice distributing centre. A more ideal focus for plague to spread from could
, Bearcely be found, and the fact that the disease did not spread ap all but died out seems to prove that the
-elimatic conditions of Beruwala are unfavourable to the spread of plague. - The usual precautions were
‘takeéh, and an energetic rat-catching campaign started at once; but these measures would have availed
little'n such surroundings had climatic conditions been favourable to plague. There seems a little doubt
4% to whether the rat infection was introduced frem Colombo or through the Customs direct from India.
="~ 20. The coast strip and portions of the interior, which have been well opened up, are not very
nalatial, though this fever is the prevailing one. Enteric is bad, and appears to be endemic. -
#1521, On.the whole, the state of health of the district, though no wors¢ than in fermer years, is
‘far from satisfactory, owing to the almost universal prevalence of anchylostomiasis. Censuses taken in
two large schools showed an infection of close upon 100 per cent. Early inthe year I made a tour of the
district with the Senior Sanitary Officer to study the question of an anti-hookworm eampaign in the
yillages:: We visited numbers of schools and found indications of the disease almost universal amongst.
the childsen, and decided that a campaign'should be started at once. Four villages were at first selected,
and an attempt made to get all the people to put in latrines. This was most successful, and this method -
of sanitation has been spread over the whole district. In some villages every household has its own
latrine, in most over half the people have complied with the instructions of their headmen, and by the
end of the year close upon 18,000 village latrines had been constructed. Greay credit is due for these
results to the Korale Mudaliyars and some of their headmen, who have done excellent work. The chief
difficulties have been encountered in water-logged places or areas liable to flood and along the coast,
where the population is thickest, but these obstacles are gradually being overcome. Construction is
still being continued, and I hope within & few months to have most of the villages in the district
completely sanitated in this respect. If only this habit of using latrines can be induced in the people,
and the prospects are distinctly hopeful, th¢ disease of hookworm will die out without further measures.
With this in view, special attention is being given to the children in the schools, & latrine for their use’
having been constructed this year in practically every Government school.

22, Endeavours were also made to educate the people by lantern lectures. Colonel Perrin
Norris, Director of the International Health Coramission in the East, kindly lectured in English in
Panadure and Kalutara, and lantern lectures in the vernacular were delivered at various centres in the
district. As a sequel to the lecture at Panadure, a Committee of Public Health was formed by the
leading residents, and arrangements begun, to carry on an anti-hookworm eampaign of their own in
Panadure. I hope this movement will bear fruit.

23. Upon my invitation two attempts at treatment were made by the International Health
Commission, The first, at Rayigama, was not successful. Unfortunately just at that time the people
become seriously alarmed by an extraordinary and mischievous rumour that the Government meant to
poisofi the school children and hand over Ceylon to the Germans. As the villagers did not appear
willing to take the treatment the dispensary was closed. A dispensary was again opened in- September
at Gorakapola, just north of Panadure, and put in charge of an experienced and tactful dispenser. It
is situatetl plose to the residence of the Totamune Mudaliyar, who has constantly visited it and rendered
very valuable aszistance. This attempt has been more successful than the first, in gaining the confidence
of the people, and up to the end of the year the total number of treatments was B38.

24. In August the large new hospital at Pimbura was opened and satisfies a much-felt want. A
new ward was added to the Panadure hospital by the generosity of Mr. M. M. Salgado, a leading resident
of the town, and was opened in August. Another ward was also added to the Ingiriya hospital and one
to Neboda hospital. A .
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25. Good work has been done by the Inspectors of the Sanitary Department in dealing with
epidemic diseases, in pushing on the work of latrine construction, and also generally in raising the'
standard of sanitation in the villages. Five model wells have been constructed by the Sanitary Depart-
ment at various populous centres. The question of improving the water supply in%he villages is a most
important one, and very little has yet been done. I hope it will be possible to make a start with it
before long. '

Agriculiure and Industries. R

26. The Kalutara District is an agricultural one, and most of its industries depend upon the
cultivation of the soil. . The staple products are rubber, tea, coconuts, paddy, garden and chena produce,
. arrack, and plumbago. The most marked change is the continued increase of rubber, which is gradually
supplanting other forms of cultivation. The extension of rubber planting over village gardens, owitas,
and even paddy fields has already been mentioned. With larger owners cinnamon and to a smaller
extent coconuts and tea are giving place to rubber. The total area under rubber has risen during the
year from 58,425 to 62,864 acres, and the total output increased by 15 per cent. The acreage under
tea and coconut has slightly decreased, as has also the output. For rubber and tea the year has not been
@ bad ome; for coconuts it has been disastrous, there being little or no sale of copra for a great part
the year. Added to this was the low price of arrack, which is manufactured from coconut toddy.

. 27. The area sown with paddy was rather less than in the preceding year, but the crops were
fairly good. The grain is sown broadcast, and transplanting of paddy is not practised. - In any endeavours
to foster a more intensive cultivation of paddy, the competition of other morelucrative forms of employ-
ment is a formidable obstacle. An Agricultural Instructor has been appointed for the Province, and
has given a good deal of instruction at various centres in the selection of seed paddy. There has been
some increase in the area cultivated with vegetables and other garden and chena stuff, and the serious
difficulties encountered have been already dealt with. Another trouble is the snails, which in places
have increased enormously and have spread to most parts of the district. The difficulty is enhanced
by the religious instincts of the people, which forbid them to destroy the pests. The village neat cattle
are miserably small and ill-bred, but before any real improvement can be effected, the question of pasiure
grounds will have to be tackled. The health of cattle was good, as a whole, during the year, except for an
outbreak of vinderpest, from which 189 animals died. This was worst in the north of Pasdun korale east,

28. Im spite of the decline in general prosperity, there has been a considerable increase in Co-
operative Credit Societies, chiefly owing to the interest taken in the movement by the Korale Mudaliyars;
The usefulness and activity of such institutions depends very largely upon the presence of some energetic
moving spirit. Six societies have been formed during the year in Pasdun korale west and three in the
totamunes, making a total of sixteen societies, with total funds amounting to Rs. 13,355 as compared
with Rs. 8,792 in 1916. The progress made is distinctly promising, and should be still more rapid when
‘normal conditions return after the war. , ’ Cont

'29. 'The distilling industry employs large numbers in the totamunes as tappers, or in the subsidiary
industries ef rope- and pot-making. As already mentioned, this industry has been hard hit by the
continued low price of arrack. The renis have drepped, and the numbers employed have fallen, and
the distillers have lost heavily. . I

80. The number of people employed in the plumbago industry varies very much with the price
of plambago. When the price is high, in addition to the larger pits worked by capitalists, numbers
of smaller pits are opened by syndicates of villagers. These are all stopped when the price gets lower.
Early in the year the exceptional price caused a boom, and produced a large output for the yeurof
nearly 6,000 tons. There is little doubt thatthere are still considerable undeveloped mineral resclrees,
especially in the south and east of the district. c

31. Other minor village industries are the manufacture of jaggery from the kitul palm in the
outlying villages, the making of bricks and tiles, lace-making, mat- and basket-weaving, and other
minor artistic crafts. The Association for the promotion of the Kalutara Basket-weaving Industry
has already been mentioned. Some of the most artistic forms of the weaving were in danger of dying
out. The Association was therefore formed to prevent the industry becoming extinct. A class has
been started in Kalutara, which has a d‘aily attendance of 15 or 20. .Arrangements are being made
with the Director of Education and the District School Committee to have the weaving taught in certain
Government schools. The Association also acts as middleman for the workers, so as to enable them tg
dispose of their baskets at afair rate. Upto the time of writing over Rs. 500 worth of baskets have been
taken over by the Association, and its operations are growing. A local exhibition and sale has also
‘been decided on.

ITT.-~EpucaTion.

32. There are 245 schools in the. distriet, including 8 English and 2 Anglo-vernacular. Of
these, 105 are Government schools, and the rest managed by the Buddhists and other Missionary bodies
or by private individuals. Besides thesey there are ene or two scheols which will shortly apply for
recognition. The attendance at Governmeént scheols showed a considerable improvement on 1916,
probably due’largely to the dryness of the¢ year, but possibly also partly to improved working of the
Ordinance. School cases are now much more promptly instituted and disposed of than formerly and
constant arrears avoided, and this shonld tend to improve attendance. Omatta and Remuna schools,
constructed to replace old temporary buildings, were completed during the year, and an extension to
Mawala school begun. In connection with thé¢ anti-hookworm campaign described elsewhere in 5hid
report, it was resolved to construct a latrine for the use of the children in every Government séhool;
and most of these had been completed by the end of the year. It was further resolved to establish
an infant school at Wadduwa, where there are large Government boys’ and girls’ schools existing. This
is a distinct step forward, and will not only sérve to relieve the congestion in the two existing schools,
but should result in considerable improvement in the standard of education given. N

33. The Muhammadans are, perhaps, the most backward community in the matter of education.
In the totamunes alone at least five more schools are required for the Muhammadans, if this community
is to be at all adequately provided for. I am glad to say two new schools have been recently biilt by
the Muhammadans, and I hope others will follow, and possibly the Distriet School Committee may be

able to provide for one during the present year.
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IV.—CrivE, Porice, AND HEADMEN.

L 34, There has been a decrease in the total reported -crime of the district of over 8 per cent. as

compared with 1916. This decrease appears in both Kalutara and Panadure divisions, In the Kalutara
District this decrease appears in knife cases, nearly 30 per cent. burglary and robbery, while there is a
considerable increase in homijcide, and a slighter increase in grievous hurt, cattle stealing, and ordinary
theft. I have no detailed figures for 1916 for comparison with the Panadure district. It is always
difficult to analyse the causes of variations in crime, but the.cause of the marked decrease in the use of
the knife may be that the people have not been so well off, and therefore less was spent in drink.

35. Both Assistant Superintendents of Police have done excellent work, never sparing themselves
in their efforts to improve the efficiency of the force under their command and combat crime in a difficult
district. The headmen, as a whole, have co-operated well with the Police, and large numbers of rewards
have been earned. The headman system works well when the right stamp of man can be obtained,
and the headmen and police co-operate.

36. In consequence of four murders occurring within a small and very criminal area near
Beruwala without one of the offenders.being brought to justice, punitive police have been located in
the villages of Ambepitiya, Pinhems, and a ‘part of Dinagoda for six months from November. Most
of the tax has been already collected, there being only ten defaulters, who have absconded. The
punitive police is having an excellent effect, only one crime having since occurred in the area. There
are one or two other localities, such as Dodangoda and Bondupitiya or Narawila, which badly want
a dose of punitive police, -

87. The supervision of habitual criminals, of whom there are no less than 276, has been fairly
satisfactory, It.is hoped that the freqiient exercise by the District Court of the powers of senteneing
incorrigible criminals to terms of preventive detention to follow their imprisonment may in time have some
effect in reducing crime by ridding the district of the presence-of these scoundrels for longer periods at a time.

- V.—LocAL GOVERNMENT. ’

. 38. Some account was given in my last year’s report of thé urgent sanitary needs of the centres
of population in the district, the exceeding scantiness of the available resources in the hands of the
Local and Sanitary Boards to meet these needs, and the difficulties which beset any move in the direction
of progress. One of the greatest of these was the general narrowness of main roads, where they run
through. congested bazaars. = Unless this undesirable state of affairs was definitely to be perpetuated,
drains could not be laid along the bazaar until the road was widened, and the widening appeared so
.expensive as to deter the local body from attempting it. The method employed in the past to carry
iout the widening of a street does not appear, when analysed, to be either scientific nor fair to the tax-
‘paying community, which has to bear the cost. This method was by acquisition, full value being-paid
cfor land taken, which, being a part of the frontage, had to be paid for at an exorbitant figure. Besides
"this, full compensation might have to be paid, under the Ordinance, for the whole of the building, part
only of which was removed. When this was done, and the private owner had already received a hand-
some sum in compensation, the local authority proceeded to improve and widen the voad opposite his
land, and put a considerable further sum into his pocket in the shape of the enhanced value of his frontage,
due to the improvements-to the road. Under this system the private owner was practically paid twice
over, and widening became altogether too expensive for the local authority to undertake. The faitest
principle appears to me to be that the private owner, provided he is left a building frontage, should give
free the land required for widening the road, the local authority recouping only his expenses of rebuilding
or:¢uthing back his building. A start was made on these principles in the town of Horana, and the whole
of the bazaar widened out to a width of 50 feet. The people co-operated well in the matter with the
Sanitary Board, with the result that this difficult problem has been solved at a moderate cost. Side
drains and side walks with an average width of 9 to 10 feet on both sides of the road are now being
constructed by the Public Works Department, and Horana bids fair to become a model bazaar, -

39. In Panadure the Beach road was widened, and a section of the old road construsted upon
the same principles, nothing being paid for land. A beginning is now being made with the Kalutara
South bazaar on similar lines, and, if successful, may be gradually carried right through. For such
improvement the co-operation of the frontage owners is indispensable, and it is not always easy to get
them to look at the question from a broad point of view. A big schemeé for a deviation over a mile
long of the main road to avoid the Panadure bazaar is in course of preparation as an improvement scheme
under the Housing Ordinance. The survey has been completed and landmarks put in, and it is heped
to put the scheme definitely forward during the current year. s

40. Both in the interests of sanitation and also to promote the convenience of the public by
relieving congestion op the readways the provision of public markets is an important matter, and in
this direction there is considerable progress to report. At Neboda a site was acquired, and a market
is under construction. At Tebuwans a fine site above flood level hag been acquired in the centre of the
bazaar, but construction awaits the raising of a loan, whieh, it is hoped, will be arranged next April, At
Alutgama, a site has been secured, part of it being acquired, and part of the market scheme will be put
in hand this year. Similarly, at Katukurtinda, %?a,iyagala, Nallurawa, Beruwala, and Wadduwa. sites
have either been acquired or are in process of acquisition, and construction of a portion at least of a

complete eventual schethe will be taken in hand shortly,

4. The supervision of buildings under the Housing Ordinance is working Wél,l, and will effectively

. ‘;:f};revmént further congestion occurring within areas under the Local and Sanitary Boards. Outside
.:-such areas all yersons building on road frontages are asked to put their houses baek to a building line
-. 25 feet from the centre of the road, and although some few evade doing so, the wishes of the authorities

. are respegted in the great majority of cases. A law definitely enforcing this 25-foot rule is very desirable.

42, » With regard to other sanitary matters, the question of water supply has had to lie over,
nothing having been done, except the construction of one or two model wells: Some study has also
been given to the question of adequate public and private latrines in Kalutara. The problem generally
in towns is for several reasons much more difficult than in the vitlages, and the state of affairs at present
is far flom satisfactory. The ¢ode of by-laws referred to in my last year’s report has unfortunately been
delayed, but will, I hope, come into force early this year. More detailed accounts of the Local and
various Sanitary Board towns are annexed to this report.
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43. As noted in my last year’s report, a large extension of the area under the Sanitary Board is
very desirable, but owing to the conditions induced by the war, further extension has been recommended
only.in cases where sanitary control is so urgently necessary as torender its further postponement most
prejudicial to the future sahitary welfare of the areas concerned. A considerable extension of the limits of
Panadure small town and a Sanitary Board for Wadduwa have been approved from the beginning of 1918,
and one or two.small farther extensions will shortly be considered.

Village Committees.

44. The sphere of administration of the Village Committees in this district is a large one, and,
on the whole, the system works well. 1281 miles of gravelled cart road are maintained by the Committees,
in whose charge are also two public markets, seven Village Tribunal court-houses, and other smaller
buildings. Besides the length of road referred to above, there are other natural roads and tracks awaiting
development as funds are available. The usual procedure is for the villagers to do the earthwork, after
which the Village Committee undertakes the construction of culverts and gravels the road. Land for
these new roads is given free. 'The revenue of the Village Committees comes from commutation of the

- two days’ labour called out under the Ordinance commuted at the rate of 50 cents. In some villages
of Rayigam korale and Pasdun kerale west the people come out for labour instead of commuting, and
the roads get the benefit of considerably more labour than the commutation money would pay for.

45. The year under review was one of great activity, Rs. 54,798 in all was spent by the Committees,
their balance ifi hand being reduced from Rs. 12,803 to Rs. 2,158. One mile of new road close to Panadure
and 44 new culverts and 3 bridges were constructed, and 43 bridges and 23 culverts were repaired. A site
was acquired for a public market at Paiyagala. A start was made with the important work of clearing
the channels leading into the Bolgoda lake of the ¢nduru weed, which threatened to block them up
altogether, to the great detriment of the adjoining tracts of paddy fields and the general drainage of the
country. Over 5 miles of channels were cleared at a cost of Rs. 1,275. It is found that when once
properly cut down below the water level most of the induru rots and dies, and thereis only a trifling re-growth.

46. The Presidents of the Village Tribunals did their work well. The total number of sases
was rather less than in 1916, but appeals increased by over 30 per cent. Most 6f these are from Rayigam
korale. From the totamunes, though the volume of work is heaviest, came fewest appeals, probably
because the Préesident 18 an officer of long experience. In land and boundary disputes Presidehts are
encouraged to visit the spot whenever possible, and this procedure has had good results. A comparative
statement of Gansabhawa funds in 1916 and 1917 is appended to this report. ‘ C

- VI.-—TeE WORKING OF SPECIAL ORDINANCES.

) (1) Riot Damages Ordinance. .
41, As recorded in my last year’s report, collections under this Ordinance were completed for
the district early in Fehtuary. o

(2) Waste Lands Ordinance. L

. o %

48. The Waste T.ands Qrdinance Branch of the Land Department has not accomplished mbieh™
during the year owing t6 our being a clerk short, but the work done has been accurate and satisfactory.
Ten néw notices have been got out, and ten final orders published. Most of these notices concerned
small reservations of land, which were unclaimed. In three notices claims were made and se(:;tled.

No claims awaiting investigation were outstanding at the end of the year. t'v

{8) Excise Ordinance. ’ ¢

49. There was a slight deerease in the congumption of arrack during the year, about 3 per cent.,
probably to be accounted for by the fact that people were not quite so well off and so had less to spend
on drink. Foreign liquor also showed a large decrease compared with 1915-16. -On the other hand,
there has been an inereage of about 65 per cent. in the consumption of toddy. :

50. With regard to the distribution of taverns, one toddy and eight arrack taverns were closed
from October, 1917. The abolition of another nine arrack and five toddy taverns as from October of this
year will be considered by the Advisory Board. .

51. With regard to revenue, the figure for which the arrack rents for the period October, 1916,
to September, 1917, was sold were Rs. 90,000 higher than the figure realized for the period October,

.1925, to September, 1916, an increase of nearly 19 per cent. The toddy rents increased by Rs. 12,000,
or no less than 65 per cent., as compared with the sales for the previous period. Foreign liguor licenses
also appreciated about 25 per cen. Further large increases appear for the period 1917-18, particulars
of which will appear in due course in this year’s report. 171 distillery licenses were given in 1917, as
against 166 in 1916. The continued low price of arrack will, I hope, produce a material reduction of
distilleries in the present year.

(4) Opium Ordinance.

52, The number of registered consumers was decreased by deaths during the year from 2,325 to
2,268. There were five prosecutions under the Ordinance and three convictions. At the beginning of .
the year there were 430 vedaralas drawing opium, of whom three died during the year._ The list was
carefully revised, resulting in a reduction of the total amount issued by 3,090 grains, or about 4 per (9ent, .
of the total. Fourteen new vedaralas were given opium, entailing a total increase of 1,145 grains. ~The-
principle now adopted by the Opium Boayd is that an applicant, provided he is a capable vedarala and -
carrying on a bona fide practice, should not be refused opium. The list, however, needs careful consider-
ation and revision from time to time, in order to remove unworthy recipients, who are mercly selling
opium or eating it themselves. ] ¢

(5) Registration Ordinance.

53. There is little to note with regard to the working of this Ordinance. Births increased by
just under 8 per cent., and deaths by rather less than 3} per cent.; as compared with 1916. Murriages
showed an increase of 6 per cent, over last year. There is still a reluctance amongst the Muhammadans
to register their marriages under the Ordinance,
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(6) .Dog Registration Ordinance.

54. The licensing of dogs shows a distinet improvement on 1916, 6,388 being registered, as against
5,362, but, for reasons enlarged on in my last year’s report, still leaves much to be desired. Rabies was
unfortunately more prevalent, probably because the year was an exceptionally dry one. Seventeen
persons were reported. as being bitten by mad dogs, of whom one was sent to Coonoor. 1,760 dogs were
destroyed by the dog shooter, who was kept moving round to any places where rabies was reported, or
thg dog nuisance found especially bad.
(7) Vehicles Ordinance.

55. 'The new Ordivance ¢ame into effect from the beginning of the year, and there is not much
to note in connection with its working. The number of carts licensed increased slightly, and this was
probably due to the better working of the Ordinance, li¢ensing being commenced in December, 1916,
instead. of after the new year. A noteworthy feature is the increase of motor vehicles, 267 paying tax
in 1917, as against 177 in the previous year. The increase of cars plying for hire is especially noticeable,
numbers of these running as omnibuses along the roads running inland. This means of communication
is very popular, and the running of omnibuses yields large profits. The worst of it is that these heavy
vehicles are playing havoe with the roads, and the efficient régulation of their speed and loading is not
atb all an easy matter. ' '

(8) Volunieer Amendment Ordinance.

56. The Exemption Committee met twice, and papers were also circulated. Eleven total
exemptions from military service were granted, and three for certain periods. There is nothing special
to note in connection with the working of the Ordinance in this distriet.

VII.—LAND AND FOREST ADMINISTRATION.

57. - There is still a keen demand for land, in spite of the conditions consequent on the war. Only
27 acres odd were sold by auction, the average price per acre being Rs. 323. This high figure is produced
by $he lack of supply to meet the demand. A block of 101 acres was leased to Vogan estate. A few smalt
oceupied lots were settled. Numbers of other surveyed applications were held over pending the receipt
of fuxfher instructions regarding leases. In all 557 applications were received in 1917, of which 342 were
after consideration refused, and 120 forwarded to the Surveyor-General. These latter were nearly all
for small pieges. ,

" 58, Where Crown fields or deniyas exist, the villagers have been encouraged to take up as many
“of these as pwssible on annual leases at the usual Re. 24 bushel: Besides these, and with a view to
inereasing the production of food stuffs, an experiment was sanctioned, on my recommendation, in the
leasing of 150 small lots of land on special terms. These were designed to combat, if possible, the
.:tendencies which render the ordinary villagers’ gardens so unproductive of food crops. The rent is
‘made as small as possible, but possession of the land is made conditional on its being properly cultivated
every year. To prevent its growing up into the traditionsl jungle of cocenut, ayecanut, jak, and other
;trees, no permanent cultivation is allowed, nor the planting of rubber, though the applicant may, if he
#will, erect a house upon it. The lease is to run, in the first instance, for seven years. Lands are now
being leased under this system, and though not much alacrity is being shown at first in taking them up,
it is hoped that little by little the new system will catch on and prove a success. I ib does so, it may
‘prove the thin end of the wedge in the introduction of a better system of cultivation of high land amongst
the-villagers: ’
> 59. Fou lots of land were leased for plumbago mining under General-Ordet 722. In one case
exceedingly keen competition sent up the premium on the lease of a block of little more than an acre
in extent to just over Rs. 10,000. Numerous applications for leases or prospecting licenses under the
special conditions outlined in new General Order 721 of May 22, 1917, were received and 38 private -
surveysin all have come in, but up to date no further definite instructionshave been received on the subject.
Twelve prospecting licenses on land bought from the Crown without mining rights have been issued
during the year. . -

60. In all twelve acquisitions of private land for various-public purposes were made during the
year, the total cost’amounting to Rs. 15,160. ' -

61. 182 cases of illicit clearing and felling of timberand digging for plumbago on Crown land were-
reported, and 88 prosecutions pubtin.  Rs. 662 was realized by sale of illicitly felled timber, and Rs. 1,625
in fines. Forest revenue for the year amounted to Rs. 16,581, as against Rs. 17,000 0dd in 1916. No
important operations were undertaken by the Forest Department. -It may be added that there i an
annual and increasing export of timber from the mouth of the Kalu-ganga, especially of lunumidella,
which, I believe, commands a high price in India. ' : :

VIII.—IRRIGATION.

. 62, There is very little irrigation from tanks in the district, as the rainfall is abundant and

comparatively evenly distributed throughout the year. The only major irrigation work is the Nikatu-ela,
near Kalutara, which was maintained, as usual, from a small water-rate, There are six village tanks in
- Rayigam korale, which are in good order. Repairs to two of them were completed in 1917 at the expense
. -of the fieldowners. :
.. 5 63, The clearing of the indure weed has already been mentioned in describing the work of the
.~ Village Committees. These operations have much benefited the paddy fields along the channels, enabling
* . some tracts not cultivated for years to be sown. As noted in my last year’s report, the improvement
- and opening up of these old channels all along the coast is a question which would repay careful investiga-
tion by 4 gompetent irrigation officer. H this were done, there is no doubt the drainage of the country
could be much nproved, and also further land at present too water-logged to make any use of rendered
available for paddy cultivation,

IX.—PuBric Works.

°64. " The public works completed during the year included the new Pimbura hospital, and extensions
and improvements to Neboda and Ingiriya hospitals, the Talpitiya and Clyde bridges, the widening of
Katukurunda-Nagoda, Panadure<Nambapana, and Padukka-Bope roads, and other smaller works.

y -
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65. Amongst the public works in progress at the end of the year were the Horana draing and
side walks already alluded to, the construction of the Agalawatta-Badureliya road, the widening of the
Nagoda-Matugama road, the extension of the Land Registry building at Kalutara, the improvement of
thesAnguruwatota ferry, and other works. A ferry boatris under construction for the Veralugastotapola
alias Frocegter ferry, but has not yet been deliwered.

66. I would here note the marked improvement there has been in the principal roads of the
Kalutara District since the appointment of Mr. F. W. Sproule as District Engineer, numbers of bad
corners and narrow places being widened out, the surfaces generally of the roads improved, and all ‘works
in hand pushed on with very creditable despatch. .

67. The public works most urgently needed may be summarized as follows :— .

{¢) Water supplies : Kalutara first, then Panadure and other towns.

(6) A new Police Court for Panadure.

(¢} The extension or rebuilding of Kalutara hospital.

(d) Quarters for Government Officers.—The Office Assistant, Kalutara ; the Police Magistrates,
Panadure and Kalutara ; and the Assistant Superintendent of Police, Panadure; also the
Distriet Medical Officers who are not already provided with quarters.

{e) Roads.-~~The first 4 miles of the Agalawatta-Badureliya road have been taken up and work is
nearing completion. The remainder of this road and the bridge at the far end of it require
to ke constructed. The next work for consideration was the completion of the road from
Govinna to the river and on to join the Anguruwatota-Horana road at Bellapitiya with 2
ferry over the Kalu-ganga. There is an item of Rs. 80,000 in the 1917-18 Supply Bill for
this road, but work has not yet commenced. The next road on the list to be taken over by
the Public Works Department is the Horana-Talagala road. Other urgent works on main
roads are the improvement of a number of dangerous corners, a list of which is submitted
annually for consideration, and the widening and draining of roads running through bazaars.

(f) Furtheér improvements to Kalutara and Panadure railway stations are still required.

The Kachcheri, C. V. BRAYNE,
Kalutara, March 4, 1918, - : Assistant Government Agent,

Annexures. <
I.—Revenue and Expenditure.

The following statements of revenue and expenditure show roughly how the year 1917 compares
with.the preceding yeat i+ S

«

Revenwue.
- 1915-]6. 1916-17.
. Rs. e .Rs. c.
Bxolusive of Land Sales .. .. 287,976 32 . 496,732 37
Land Sales . .. 244,566 82 .. 20,142 88
Total .. 532,543 14 516,875 23 :

et ¢ e et e et

Decrease of Rs. 15,667- 91. -
_Land sales were generally discontinued subsequently to August, 1916. « i
Amounts due bn account .of arrack and toll rents, Kalutara District, have been reeov(ered and
credited at the Colombo Kachcheri, as per particulars below :—

1915-~16. 1916-117,
Rs, C. Rs. c.
Arrack Rents .. .. 560,889 98 - 331,383 32
Toll Reqts .. e 13,564 0O .. 9,025 4
Total .. 574,453 98 340,408 36

Decrease of Rs. 234,045 62,

. These amounts are not included in the revenue of the Kalutara District, as they are paid into the
Colombo Kachcheri.
The revenue from the Beruwala Customs is as follows :—

1915-16. 1916-17.

Rs, e Rs. c.

Customs . .. 70,890 22 .. 58,352 6

Port Dues - 4836 75 .. 4,480 61
Total .. 75,726 97 62,832 67

————— P

, Decrease of Rs. 12,894 30 due to scarcity of vessels and high {reight ruling during the year.
The revenue recovered by the sale of -opium is as follows 1~

1915-16. 1916-17.
- Rs. ec. Rs. C.
41,635 88 .. 39,682 0

Decrease of Rs. 1,953 88,
Brpenditure.

1915-16. 1916-17.

Rs, o Rs. e

38,891 21 .. 40,888 92

Incresse of Rs. 1,997°71.
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IT.—Return of Gansabhawa Funds f_or the Calendar Year 1917.

Bals:ur;ce on |- dll);f\iif;;p:ﬁe v ngx?zf;ﬁle Balance on
Heads of Deposit. Dec?gz&er 3L | calendsr Year Total. |1 e Year Dectlagall?fr 31,
L 1917, 1917,
Rs. c. Rs. & Rs. o Rs. . Rs. e.
Kalutara and Panadure Totamunes .. 6,307 46 19,100 11 25,407 57 24,954 21 453 36
Rayigam Korale - .. . 3,504 49 12,360 11 15,864 60 15,817 11 47 49
Pasdun Korale East .. . 1,754 95 6,379 52 8,134 47 7,384 52 74995
Pasdun Korale West. . .. 1,236 25 6,314_59 7,550 75 6,642 62 908 13
 Total ..| 12,803 15| 44,154 24| 56,957 30 | 54,798 46 | 2,158 93
Return of Gansabhawa Funds for-the Calendar Year 1916.
“ Balance on Receipts Payments | gojance on
. during the during the
Heads of Deposit. Deciglﬁ_’el‘ 3L calend s;g.r YVeoar Total. Calendog Year Dec&;rgnll%er 31,
‘ : 1916, 1916. . -
Rs. eo. Rs. o Rs, ec. "Rs. o | Rs. o,
Kalutara and Panadure Totamunes .. 4,970 17 | 21,548 56 ; 26,518 73 ; 20,211 27 6,307 46
Rayigam Korale .. .. 3,426 18 12,144 94 15,571 12 12,066 63 3,504 49
Pasdun Korale East .. . - 1,230 60 5,722 4 6,952 64 5,197 69 1,754 -95
Pasdur? Korale West. . .. 1,196 34| 5,541 85 6,738 19 5,501 94 1,236 25
o Total ..| 10,823 20 | 44,957 39 | 55780 68 | 42,977 53°| 12,803 1§
APPENDIX.

I—REPORT (&F THE LOCAL BOARD OF KALUTARA FQR 1917

. Tar'Local Board of Kalutara during the year 1917 consisted of the following, viz. :—The Assistant
Governmeat Agent, Chairman ; Mr. F. W. Sproule, District Engineer ; Dr. F. R. Alles, Medical Officer ;
and three Unofficial Membets, namely, Messrs. J. Aloysius Fernando, Clement P. Wijeratne, and
Arthur de Abrew. _ . A :

2. Eleven meetings of the Board were held during the year, and they were fairly well attended.
3. A statement of revenue and expenditure of the Board for the years 1916 and 1917 is annexed :—

1916, 1917, 1916, 1917,
RuveENUE. Rs, e ., Bs. o ExpeNDirvRg, Ry, . Re. @
Taxes .. 18,585 71 .. 21,880 52 | Cost of administration .. 4,470 80 .. 5,623 42
Licenses .. .. 9,187 0 .. 9,729 50 | Sanitation .. 940520 .. 9,017 24
Rents .. .. 2,704 90 .. 2,734 60 | Lighting .. 3,38541 .. 3,460 51
Fines . .. 558 0 .. 3846 25 | Police Ve — n 13 %0 ,
Miscellaneous .. 820672 .. 1,928 91 | Public works .. 12,379 51 .. 9,620 81
. —r Miscellaneous .. 693 81 .. 1,729 99
34,282 33 .. 56,619 78 | Special expenditure .. B4 33 .. 4,500 0
Advances repaid . — 928 34 : ; ‘
Deposits . .. 42 50 .. 659 0 - 80,880. 6 33,964 97
Balance brought forward.. 10,989 57 .. 14,321 20 | Advances * .. 113 14 .. 3,334 4*
. - : Deposits withdrawn —_— .. 284 0
5 45,314 40 52,628 32 | Balance carried over .. 14,321 20 .. 11,200 31
. :Less amount received in

+-1918 _ e .. 8,745 0

? Total .. 45,314 40 48,783 32 Total .. 45,314 40 48,783 32

* Including War Loan Rs. 2,850.

4. *There has been a general increase in the revenue of the Board for the year under review,
recoveries under she following taxes, viz., assessment, commutation, conservancy, vehicles, and animals,
a large recovery on refund of stamp duty on licenses, and increases in market and other rents.

5. Several minor improvements were effected to the roads and drains of the town ; another
half acr8 or so was reclaimed of the Kompaniwela swamp by the dumping of the town rubbish ; a much-
needed stand for hackeries was made opposite the Kalutara South railway station, and the Police are
thereby able to keep the hackeries within it, and avoid confusion whenever g train arrives.

3
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6. The following statement shows the number of cases of infectious diseases reported during the
years 1916 and 1917 :— {

1916. 1917, . 1916. 1917,
Chickenpox I N Enteric fever .. 0 .. 13
Measles .. .. 2 .. 2 Dysentery e = .. 1
Plague .. e — L 1

Except for one case of plague, the town was free from dangerous epidemic diseases, such as plague snd
smallpox, which usually cost a good deal to stamp out.
7. The following services, viz., conservancy and lighting, were given out on contract, as usual.
8. The Board continved to defray the expenses of the two vagrants sent to the Vagrants Home
in Colombo. - Owing to the recurrent expense entailed, no further vagrants have been sent to the Home.
Kalutara appears to be a place beloved of beggars, who increase and abound here, but the problem of
dealing adequately with this nuisance is one beyond the resources of a small body like the Local Board.

Loeal Board -Office, ‘ C. V. BRAYNE, °
Kalutara, March 4, 1918, Chairman.

IL.—REPORT ON THE WORKING OF THE THOROUGHFARES ORDINANCES DURING 1917

Tae District Road Committee during 1917 consisted of the Assistant Government Agent ss
Chairman ; the District Engineer, Kalutara ; and foyr Unofficial Members, viz., Mr. W. G. Dickinson,
European Member; Mr. W. H. Hepponstall, Burgher Member ; Mr. J. Aloysius Fernando, Native
Member ; and Mr. J. Ferguson, Additional Member. Mr. W. G. Dickinson, the European Member,
having left the Island in October, was succeeded by Mr. L. M. W. Wilkins. _

) 2 Mr. L. A. Perera, the Head Clerk, was promoted as Second Clerk of the Provincial Road
-Committee, Colombo, in October, and was succeeded by Mr. Francis 8. de Silva, the Second Clerk.
Mr. H. P. Gunatilaka from the Head Office succeeded Mr. Francis S. de Silva as Second Cleck. -~ -

8. Three meetings of the Committee were held during the year. For other works the sanction
and approval of members was taken by circulation of papers: : T

4. Statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances in 1917 as comj{;arg_d:_

with 1916 :— . AT
1916. o 1917, g v
: under Head 2, . under Head 2.
i. Population of loeal ares by latest Census ,.§ . 228,989 — — 228,989 —
2. Numberof resident males by division officers’ _
) lists liable to labour .. o= 61,249 _— — 62,989 —_—
3. Discharged obligation within lopal area by—| ' .
{a) PayAing singl commuﬁatign ..| 55,838 - 01:16 157,960 82-01
{b) Paying double commutation .. 909 1-48 | 608 .7 .06
(¢) Labouring six days .. 1 — —_ P
) (d) Labouring twelve days R E— _ _ 1. —
4. Total discharged obligation . 56,748 92-65 |———| 58,568 92+ 98
8. Failed to discharge obligation within local
ares, but otherwise accounted for as— .
{e) Exempted on account of age, death, =
dis%ualiﬁc&tion, or physical
inability to work .- 1,960 3-20 2,116 3356
(f) Paid or laboured elsewhére .. 918 1:49 842 . 1-33
(9) Doubleentriesorentries by mistake| 1,038 1-69 995 1-57
(#) Fined R .. 6 | <009 1 - + 001
(¢) Imprisoned .. f IO\ +01 10 <01
o ¢ (7) Left local area . .. 569 T - 92 457 + . ) <72
6. Total failed to discharge obligation within) - o
local area . o ]————1 4,501 7-34 4,421 701
7. TUnaccounted for .. .. — _— —_— —_ _ —_

5. From, the above statement it will be seeh that there is an increase of 1,740 in the number of
men liable and of 1,815 in the number of persons who have discharged their liability as compared with
1916. Ten defaulters were sent to jail, out of 195 arrested and produced before me ; of the 10 men sent
to ‘jail, & were released on payment of fine, and 1 man was discharged owing to ill-health. Out of
62,989 men in the division officers’ lists, only 457 remain unaccounted for. On the whole, the results are -
satisfactory. ¢ :

6. A statement of revenue and expenditure for the year is annexed. It is hoped to expend the
greater part of the large balance during the year 1918 on permanent improvements t6 roads which are
badly needed. For this purpose steps are being taken to classify the roads as A, B, or C roads, according
to their importance and the volume of traffic they carry. More money can then be put on to the
maintenance of the more important roads, and better results may be expected. <

7. One reason for the accumulated balance has been the high cost of bridging materials, which
has made the Committee hesitate to undertake a programme of converting plank bridges into permanent
iron ones, an improvement which is badly needed. = In fact, the Committee had during the yeas to pay
Rs. 150 in compensation to the owner of a horse which came to grief owing to an unnoticed rotten plank
in one of these plank bridgos.
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditm*e for the Year 1917.

?

¢ REVENUE, . Rs. c. EXPENDITURL. Rs. e
Balance on January 1, 1917 .. 16,431 12 | Payment made on account of prineipal .
Commutation realized in money .. 88,833 0 | roadsand resthouses .. 24,224 33
Toll grant on minor roads .. 5,686 0 Amount expended on minor works in )
) Government contribution in aid of money .. .. 33,992 79
minor works .. .. 6,466 0 Establishment and commission to divi-
Midcellaneous receipts .. 9,900 87 sion officers :—

(&) Contribution on sccount Pro- -
vincial Road Committee

establishment .. -~ 1,400 O
(b) Cost of District Road Com-
mittee establishment .. 9,328 97
(c) Commission to division officers 8,475 1
Miscellaneous charges - 6,166 61
Balance on December 31, 1917 .. 43,729 8
Total .. 127,316 719 Total .. 127,316 79

8. The total expenditure on roads during the year was Rs. 33,992:79, of which Rs. 26,971'71
have been spent on maintenance, and the balance on bridges, culverts, and improverments to roads. The
number of miles maintained was 1203 spread over 33 roads.

. 9. TFive hundred and twenty-three persons gave notice under section 86 of Ordinance No. 10 of
1861, and had the lines of the proposed buildings marked out for them. Thirty-ope peérsons were
prosecuted during the year : 26 for building without notice, 4 for damaging roads, and 1 for not removing
an encroachment. Twenty-four persons were fined, 6 cases were withdrawn, and 1 case is pending. Qut
of the 6 cases that were withdrawn, the accused persons in 2.cases paid Rs. 125 each for constructing
a waterway. ) :

10. Licenses to seize cattle were issued as in previous years. 3

- 511, The new resthouse at Horana was completed and was opened to the public on December 1.
-+ 12, The eleven resthouses in the-district were kept in order as far as the limited means at my
disposal permitted. : ' o

- . District Road Committee’s Office, ' ¢ v BRAYNE,
+--Kalutara, March 4, 1918, Chairman,

_IIL.—REPORT OF THE SANITARY BOARD FOR 1917
B

"Tae Sanitary Board consisted of the Assistant Government Agent (Chairman); the District
Engineer, Kalutara ; the Medical Officer; Kalutara ; and four nominated members, viz., Dr. Herbept
de Saram, Mr. Cyril A. Jansz, Mudaliyar E. Peiris, and Mr. F. I. Fernando, who was appoiited. in
September specially to represent the people of Alutgama and Beruwala. He replaced My. F. de Livera,
Government Dispenser at Horana, who resigned. .

2. Six meetings of the Board were held during the year. o
3. A set of general by-laws were passed and forwarded to Government for approval and
publication in the Government Gazette. : : :

Sanstary Board, Panadure.

4. Exclusive of the balance Rs. 29,398 33 of the previous year, the revenuo of the Board amounted
to Rs. 24,440°48. The expenditure during the yeéar was Rs. 14,889°05. The balance at the end of the
year was Rs. 38,949°76, of which Rs. 23,300 will be found either invested or deposited as shown below :—

Rs, _ : Rs,
Fixed depositin the Bank of Madras .. 10,400 | Tnvestment in the new British War Loan.. 2,850
Advangce to the Director of Public Works.. 5,000 | Investment in the Ceylon War Loan 50
Advance to the Horana Sanitary Board .. 5,000

5. Lighting, scavenging, and conservancy, as usual, were done on contract, and were satis- -
factorily carried out. The dry-earth system of conservancy, though still made use of in comparatively
. few houses, appears to be getting more popular. The whole question of latrine accommodation and
.eonservaney is & very difficult one, but is receiving careful study. o : )
6. There has been a decrease in the number of lamps lighted, owing to repeated thefts of burners
" in cdrtain parts of the town. Only in one case were the police able to deteet: the culprit, and it resulted
- in a conviction. The stolen burners have now been replaced. , .

' 7. The accumulation of a large balance is due to time being required te work out seme more or
less comprehensive schemes of improvement, for which all the available funds and much more will be
required. ° . '

Sanitary Board, Horana.

8. The revenue of this Board amounted to Rs. 8,179:28. This includes Government grant of
Rs. 3,016 50 given to the Board to compensate loss of revenue from opium rent, and also Rs. 1,047-50
. being refund of a balance of the advance given te the Director of Public Works towards the cost of
construeting drains. .-

9(1)18
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9. The expenditure during the year was Rs. 12,586-40. Of this, Rs. 9,864'50 was spent in
widening the bazaar to a width of 50 feet on the-system described in the body of my report. It is hoped
that the Public, Works Department will come to the assistance of the Board by bearing half this
heavy expenditure. To enable this work to be carried out, the Board had to borrow Rs. 5,000 from
Panadure to be repaid as soon as funds are available. The balance at the end of the year was
Rs. 4,339-81.

-10. Lighting, scavenging, ahd conservancy were done on contract as usual, and were satisfactory.
There are two public latrines provided aiid maintained by the Board. *

Sanitary Board, Alutgama.

11. The revenue of this Board amounted to Rs. 6,149-67, and the expenditure during the year
was Rs. 7,522°60. The balance at the end of the year was Rs. 4,637°48. Of this, Rs. 50 is invested in
the Ceylon War Loan.

12. The lighting and scavenging were done on contract, and were satisfactory. There are two
public latrines provided and maintained by the Board. '

13. The land required for a market scheme has been acquired at a cost of Rs. 3,503-95. A
consgiderable further improvement scheme in co-operation with the Railway Department has been
approved; including a smadl public playing ground, and, is awaiting acquisition of the necessary land.

Scmita}*y Board, Beruwala.

14. The revenue of this Board during the year amounted to Rs. 5,924-90. This includes
Rs. 1,000, being a refund of the advance given to the Director of Public Works for building drains in the
bazaar. The expenditure was Rs. 3,862:76, and the balance was Rs. 9,621:-58. Of this, Rs. 50 is
invested in the Ceylon War Loan. -
' 15. The acquisition of a site for & new market is in hand, and as soon as it iscompleted an adequate
market scheme for this busy and congested bazaar will be undertaken.

16. The lighting and scavenging were done on coritract. There are two public latrines prowided
and maintained by the Board. :

Sanitary Board, Tebuwana. .

17. The revenue during the year amounted to Rs. 2,148 51, and the expenditure was Rs. 5,531 57.
The balance at the end. of the year was Rs. 1,174-51. Of this, Rs. 50 is invested in the Ceylon War Loan.

18. A portion of the land required for the market scheme has been acquired at a ¢ost of Rs. 4,498:12.
The acquisition of further land for this purpose will shortly be taken up, after which it is proposed to
carry out part of a market scheme already prepared. A loan of Rs. 10,000 has been applied for to enable
the Board to catry out this much-needed improvement. . . T

19. There is qnly one public latrine, which is conserved by a cooly employed by the Board.*
road through the bazaar is also scavenged by this cooly. o

Sam?tary Board, Neboda.

20. The revenue of this Board during the year was Rs. 2,049-71. This includes Rs. 350, being
a refund of the advance given to the Director of Public Works for building drains along the bazaar.

21. The expenditure during the year was Rs. 1,312-20, and the balance at the end of the year
was Rs. 4,641-96. Of this, Rs. 200 has been advanced to the District Engineer and Rs. 50 is invested
in the Ceylon War Loan. - , e

22. Part of the site for the matrket hag already been acquired, and building operations have been
commenced with a portion of the buildings. Further land is required to complete the schemé, and this
it is hoped to acquire shortly. '

The Kachcheri, - ' C. V. BRAYNE,
Ka,luﬁa,ra,,.March 4, 1918. Chairman.
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OENTBAL PROVINCE.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT AGENT,
CENTRAL PROVINCE, FOR 1917.

Area of Kandy District, 911 square miles ; Population in 1911, 408,429,
Ares of Central Province, 2,287} square miles ; Populatioh in 1911, 672,258.

I.—CHANGES IN ADMINISTRATION.

‘Mr. T, A. Carey, Assistant Government Agent, Kandy, left on war service in February.
2. Mr. W. J. L. Rogerson was appointed Office Assistant, Kandy Kachcheri, from May 1, in place
of Mr. E. F. Marshall, who took up duties as Police Magistrate, Matale. .
., 3. Mr. W. L. Kindersley acted for me from June 12 to July 18, while I was on leave. ;
4. In July Mr. H. Thornhill susceeded Mr. C. L. Tranchell as Superintendent of Police, Kandy ; -
Mr. H. A. Burden succeeded Mr. B. G. de Glanville as District Judge, Nuwara Eliya-Hatton ; and
Mr. N2 Izat succeeded Mr. J. R. Walters as Police Magistrate, Gampola.
: 5. Mr. L. J. B. Turner, Assistant Commissioner of Excise, was appointed Assistant Government
Agent, Kandy, in addition to his own duties, from October 17.
L 6. Mr. H. W. Codrington, Assistant Government Agent, Matale, left on war service on October 18.
. 7. Mr. P. B. Ratwatte, Ratemahatmaya, Tampane, resigned his appointment from November 1,
‘and Mr. Charles Paranagama, Korala, succeeded him as Acting Ratemahatmaya.
i 8 Mr. A. W. Metzeling was appointed Extra Office Assistant, Kandy Kachcheri, in place of
“Mp: €. E. de Pinto, from November 16. ‘
. 9. Mr. E. T. Millington was appointed Assistant Government Agent, Matale Kachcheri, from
December 3.

IL.—ImMporTANT EvENTS.

10. On February 2 Sir John Marshall, Director-General of Archxology in India, presented
Buddhist relics found at Taxila in Northern India to the Diyawadana Nilame of the Dalada Maligawa
at the Audience Hall. :

41. The campaign against anchylostomiasis was continued undet the direction of Dr. J. E.
Snodgrass in the Hatton, Dikoya, Bogawantalawa, Norwood, and Maskeliya districts ; some opposition
was encountered in the bazaars concerned, some of the boutique-keepers refusing to take the treatment.

12}  Obituary.—1 Tegret to report that Mr, T. A. Carey of the Civil Service was killed in action
on December § in the neighbourhood of Cambrai. He left Kandy ten months previeusly, and at the
time of his death held a4 Commission in the Irish Guards.

I —REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. : -

13.. The revenue collected at the Kandy Kachcheri during the financial year 1916-17 amounted
to Rs. 1,810,557 73, as against Rs. 1,807,563 38 for the preceding year, that is, an increase of Rs. 2,994 35.
The chief increase was under Licenses, Excise. Land sales showed .o decrease of Rs. 17,180, The
revenue has shown an incresse every year since 1914 in spite of the war,
14. The expenditure on account of Provincial Administration and Clerical Service under the
Govengfent Agent during the financial year was Rs. 105,101, as compared, with Rs. 104,889 during°the,
rece year. ’
o 8 IV.—ConpirroNn OF THE PEOPLE,

15. The public health was very satisfactory, except for a few cases of wmeasles and ¢hickenpox
and one case of plague ; this case occurred at Nawalapitiya in February; the deceased was a Tamil
boy, who was a stranger to the town. The source of infection could not be traced. Prompt precautions
were taken, and no other eases occurred.

, 16. The general condition of the people was satisfactory. There was no scarcity of food or work,

‘. though owing to retrenchment villagers were not employed on the estates to the same extent as before

..-the war. Normal prices were obtained by the villagers for leaf from their tea gardens, except for a fow

- ’fm(oln.ths in the second half of the year. Towards the end of the year there was a revival in the tea box

- 7. industry. : .

e 17.  Food Supply.—Rice locally grown or imported forms the staple food, supplemented by chena

-;- produce, such as kurakkan, hill paddy, amu, and Indian corn, and by vegetables and fruits, such as yams,
‘peas, beahs, jak, and breadfruit. The price of food stuffs, especially imported articles, remained high.

18. "In the latter half of the year the necessity of increasing the supply of food stuffs was
impressed on the headmen and people. Supplies of vegetable and curry stuff seeds were obtained
from the Agricultural Department and distributed to the headmen and villagers in the presence of the
Agricultural Instructor, who gave advice en their cultivation. Al the seeds proved successful,
except cummin and fenugreek ; coriander and lentil were only partially successful. ~Cummin does not
appear to be suited to the digtrict.

9(1)18
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19. The increase of garden cultivation was most marked in Uda and Pata Dumbara and Pata

" ‘Hewaheta. The resthouse-keeper, Teldeniya, was remarkably successful in the cultivation of dhall:

In Pata Dumbara and Pata Hewaheta the number of persons engaged in garden cultivation doubled in

- the last six months of the year. In Uda Bulatgama the villagers opened over 500 new gardens; the

Ratemahatmaya is- taking steps te open a Sunday market at Kahamana, near Nawalapitiya. The

Ratemahatmaya, Udu Nuwara, offered a prize of a sovereign for the best pumpkin creeper grown on the |

voof of a village house ; the attraction of this form of cultivation lies in the fact that the produce is safe
from thieves. ‘

"~ 20. In the issue of permits for cultivation of Crown chena, a condition was inserted that one-

fourth of the land should be cultivated with vegetables or curry stuffs. In Uda Dumbara, in which the

" most extensive tracts of Crown chenas exist, 322 acres were allowed on this condition. The same

- principle of planting one-fourth of the land with vegetables or curry stuffs was adopted in the case of

ordinary village chenas and tobacco chenas in Uda Dumbara, leading to an increase of about 600 acres

of garden produce. The Ratemahatmaya, Uda Dumbara, with the co-operation of his headmen, opened

50 medel farms, eomprising 77 acres. In the whole district 74 acres of suitable Crown land were leased

at-the rate of 50 cents per half acre for the cultivation of vegetables.
V.—AGRICULTURE.

21. Paddy cultivation received more careful attention than usual, both in the cultivation of fields
and the repair of channels and dams. The rainfall was sufficient, and the crops, except in the case of a
few low-lying muddy lands, excellent. The area cultivated with paddy in the Kandy District was
36,979 acres.

22. There are seven Co-operative Credit Societies in the district, as against six in 1816, The
additional society was established for Uda Bulatgama in November, 1917,-and has not yet got to work.
Of the seven societies, that of the Kandyan Association, whose headquarters are in Kandy, alone shows
any vitality. The so-called village societies have been established on too ambitious a scale, and have
endeavoured to spread their operations over an entire division. They would have a far better chance
of success if they confined their efforts to a village or wasama, in which the cultivators would be known,
and loans could be limited to deserving cases. The object of the Kandyan Association Co-operative
Credit Society is to assist village societies, and with more workable village societies this object could be

.more eagily attained. ' o "

23.  Three headmen from the district took up the course of agriculture for headmen at the School
of Tropical Agriculture, May-December. One of them, Mr. H. B. Rambukwelle, Korala of Udispattn
North, passed out first in order of merit on the results of the course, and was awarded a silver me
and certificate. B

VI.—CarTLE. . .,
24. There weré B7 cases of rinderpest at Hatton, of which 25 proved fatal, and a few cases at’

Gampola. Otherwise the district was free from rinderpest, and the year was generally healthy for
cattle. There were a fow cases of hoof-and-mouth disease of a very mild type.

VIL.—EDUCATION.

25. There are 128 registered village schools in the district, as against 124 in 1916. Three boys’
vernacular schools were changed to mixed schools, & female teacher being provided for the girls. The

description of the schools is as follows :— e

Government boys’ vernaculay schools .. 50 Wesleyan schools .. . 6
Government boys’ Anglo-vernacular schools 4 Roman Catholic schools .. .. 1
@Government mixed verna¢ular schools .. 8 Private management . .. 8
Glovernment girls’ vernacular sehools . 16 —
Church Missionary schools . 27 Total .. 128
Buddhist schools . 8 —

In addition to the above, there are 30 schools in the Kandy Municipality, 6 in Gampola, 6 in
Nawalapitiya, and 2 in Hatton, making a total of 172 registered schools. The average attendance at the
Government schools was 77 per cent. of the number on the roll, the same figure as in 1916. Attendance
of children at school is popular with the educated classes, but the labouring classes, on the whole, regard
it with disfavour, as interfering with the employment of children in earning wages by agricultural
labour, A carpentry school was opened during the year at Teldeniya, and another has since been

" opened at Nugawela. .

26. The following works were completed during the year :—Morahenegama school and attached
quarters; Wattappola school and separate quarters and latrine; Wallahagoda school ; teacher’s quarters,
Kobbekaduwa ; and carpentry school, Teldeniya. . ] ‘

The following were commenced during the year and are in hand : Atabage school and attached
quarters; Wallahagoda teacher’s quarters; Aludeéniya schogl extension and teacher’s quarters and
latrine ; Medagama school and attached quarters; Alawatugoda girls’ school and attached quarters;
and Nugawela carpentry school... ' :

27. The Kandy District School Committes consisted of the Government Agent, Chairman; ..
the Director of Education; Mr. R. E. Paranagama, Ratemahatmaya of Pata Dumbara ; the Rev. .
W. G. Shorten, Manager of Church Missionary Society schools; and the Rev. A. S. Beaty, Manager of- .
Wesleyan schools. Dr. W, A. de Silva, General Manager of Buddhist schools under the Theosophical -
Society, Colombo, joined the Committeo later in the year. Two meetings of the Committee were held :
during the year. At one of the meetings mat-weaving was discussed, and the Committee considered
that this handicraft should be one of the subjects taught at Henawala vernacular mixed‘school, in

« Pata Dumbara. ) ¢

28. The total revenue of the Committee was Rs. 22,426- 65, and the expenditure Rs. 21,601 49.
The revenue of the Committee is not sufficient to meet demands. There are 28 temporary school buildings,
which should be replaced by permanent buildings. Fines in school cases decreased from Rs. 2,854 90
in 1916 to Rs. 2,861-20 in 1917; this tends to show that attendance is being secured by persuasion
rather than compulsion.
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29. Two Government vernacular girls’ schools were opened, one at Gomagoda in Pata Dumbara
jand the other at Gondennawa in Uda Bulatgama. The villagers of Gomagoda built the school éree of .
cost to the Committee ; the Gondennawa school building and furniture were donated by Mrs. Higgins-
of Colombo to the Committee. She had the management of this school for some years before it was
gifted to the Committee. Two schools, viz., Kirthatkumbura girls’ school in Yafinuwara and the
Henawala vernacular mixed school in Pata Dumbara, were recommended for registration for grant, as
they had complied with the requirements of the Code. Two other schools, namely, Galaha vernacular
gifls’ school and the Haputale vernacular mixed school, were recognized for school purposes under the
Ordinance. Application for acquisition of land for Nugatenna, Kiyulgama, Giraulla, Uda Aludeniya,
and Gondennawa schools was made to Government. Except in the cases of Nugatenna and Giraulla,
the owners have agreed to make free gifts of the land required. . o

VIII.—PILGRIMAGES AND FESTIVALS.

30. The Esala Perahera was held at Kandy between July 30 to August 11 on the same elaborate
scale that characterized the perahera of 1916. On the last day, when the perahera passes three times
round the temple square, the length of the procession was so great that it entirely filled all four sides of
the square. There were 75 elephants in the procession on the last day. R

31. The usual pilgrimage to Adam’s Peak took place in February-April, the customary medical
precautions being observed. ‘

32. The Diyakepum Esala Perahera of Wallahagoda Dewale, Gampola, was conducted on
September 2 by the Basnayake Nilame. The attendance was much smaller than in 1916. ,

IX.—CrIME AND POLECE. -

83. Crime generally showed a decrease ; the total number of cases of grave crime réported in the
Province was 1,246, as against 1,294 in 1916. 357 cases were lettered B (no offencé committed), as
against 362 in 1916 ; of these, 205 were proved to be designedly false. There were 12 true cases of
homicide in the year, as against 19 in 1916. There were no cases of homicide from the Nuwara Eliya
District, and none from the Matale District in the Jast six months of the year. Burglary and theft still
head she list of crimes. The majority of the cases of burglary were from estate lines or ordinary huts.
Owing to repeated burglaries in Rattota and three other villages in the Matale District, a system, of police
patrols was instituted in these villages, and had a good effect in reducing the number of stich eases.
Burglaries chiefly take place in villages where there are no regular police. There was a marked decrease
in: thefts of cacao, tea, and rubber owing to the fall in the market. Cattle stealing is not prevalent in
3 Province.

“" "84, A police station was opened at Kadugannawa on July 1; the station ab ‘Udispa.ttu wag
losed, and a guardroom opened at Duckwari instead. There was no friction between the regtilar police
{vand headmen. The Superintendent of Police mentions Messrs, W. A. Udugama, Ratemahatmaya,
‘Matale South ; C. Paranagama, Acting Ratemahatmaya, Fumpane ; and Dawulagala Palata Arachchi
as doing particularly well in co-operating with the police. .« )
35. There are thirty-six boys in the Kandy Police Boys’ Brigade. The Brigade did remarkably
well at the annual Colombo Police Sports, and won the following cups : (i.) De Saram Cup for boxing ;
(ii.) for drill ; and (iii.) the Governor’s Cup for the best all-round boy.

X.—LocaL GOVERNMENT.

? .

36. Reports of the Provincial and District Road Committees of the Local Boards at Hatton,
Dikoya, Nawalapitiya, and Gampola, and of the Sanitary Board of the Kandy District are attached as
appendices. ,

. XT.—VirpLagE COMMITTEES AND TRIBUNALS.

37. Each of the subdivisions of the nine Ratemahatmayas’ divisions in the Kandy District
has its Village Committee, which maintains the village paths and other works, and contributes to the
District School Committee. In 1917 the Committees maintained 1,626 village roads and paths, with a
total mileage of 1,163 miles, 535 wells and spouts, 81 bridges and edandas, and 213 ambalams, and
contributed towards 66 schiools. The most important work undertaken during the year was the bridge
across the Nanu-oya at Kotabogoda in Yatinuwara, _

38. The total receipts for the year amounted to Rs. 30,666, and the expenditure to Rs. 35:497: 15,
the balance on December 31 being Rs. 10,330. A sum of Rs. 1,646 27 was expended out of the Govern-
ment grant of Rs. 1,730 apportioned to the Kandy District4n aid of village works. The money was
spent on six bridges and one well.

39, The Village Committees of Harispattu and Pata Dumbara beught premtitm bonds in the
Ceylon War Loan, and as the loan was not fully subscribed, the Committees have lent the money at
-5 per cent. interest per annum to the Government. . i

~ 40. The total number of cases decided by the Village Tribunals during the year.was 8,645, namely,
2,014 civil cases and 6,631 criminal ¢ases ; of the latter, 3,424 are school cases. The decisions include

- 340 civil and 710 criminal cases in which amicable settlements were made.

. 41. The number of appedls to the Government Agent was 173, 136 decisions being affirmed and
37 spt aside. There were 10 appeals to the Governor in Executive Council: 1 decision was set aside;

. XIT.—LAND. -

4R. 'There were no sales of Crown land by public auction, as sales were suspended pending
introductioh of ¢he proposed leasing scheme. Twenty-one small lots aggregating 143 acres were settled,
on occupants for Rs. 1,196, '

43. An application was received for 75 acres of land to be cultivated with indigo, a new product
in this district. .

44, Of 62% acres of land taken up under the Waste Lands Ordinance, 13} acres were declared
Crown land: 32% acres were sold for Rs. 2,422 50, and a lot of 2 roods 12 perches declared private.
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XIII —KANDYAN MARRIAGE ORDINANCE,

45 The number of Kandyan marriages registered during the year was 989, which is slightly Joss'
than last year. The number of dissolutions granted was 107, which is also low Durmg the year
- Ordinance No. 23 of 1917, to declare the law applicable to the issue of certain Kandyan marriages, was
passed and came into operation. The epinions of the chiefs of the Kandy District were obtained and laid
before the Committee, which dealt with the question.

XIV.—LABOUR ORDINANOE.

46. Six new estates wore registered, bringing the total for the Province up to 1,194. The number
registered in 1909, when the Ordinance came into operation, was 489. !

47. Elght prosecations were instituted during the year.

48. Financial difficulties caused by the war rendered it difficult for estate supermtendents in
some cases to comply with the letter of the law as regards regular monthly payment of wages to coolies.

XV.—Doa REGISTRATION;

49. The number of dogs registered during the last two years was: 1916, 11,231 ; 1917, 12,145,

50. Thirty cases of rabies were reported. The persons bitten were sent to Coonoor in all casesin
which they were willing to go there. In nine cases their expenses were defrayed by Government. Police
parties accompanied by the dog registration clerk were sent out to destroy stray and unclaimed dogs,
and effected a considerable abatement of this nuisance in the villages they visited.

-

- XVI.—EX0ISE,

. B1. The arrack rent of the Central Province for the financial period 1917-18 was. sold for
Rs. 1,391,422, as against Rs. 846,998 for 1912-13, showing an increase of 64 per cent. in five years,
At the same time the number of arrack taverns has been reduced from 63 to 60.

52. The arrears of the 1914-15 rent were recovered by sale of the properties hypothecated as
security.

53. The number of toddy taverns in the Kandy District for 1916-17 stood at 100, the same as in
the previous year. The number of sanetioned foreign liquor taverns for 1916-17 was 25 ; of these, 1 was
abolished and 4 surrendered their licenses from October 1, 1917, The Chief Headmen consider that illicit
practices are on the decrease ; as regards toddy tapping, ilHicit drinking at the foot of the tree is no doubt
-continued in some places, but his is most difficult to detect.

54. The constitution of the Excise Advisory Coramittees was altered as from October 1 1916
by the addition of another unofficial member to those Committees in which the unofficials were not
already in a majority. Thers are five Committees for the Kandy District, viz., the Municipality, the
three Local Board towns, and the Revenue Dlstrmt The latter Committeo held five meetings during
the year.

XVII. -—-IRRIGATION.

55. There are three 1rr1gat10n works on which rates are recovered in the district, namely,
Werapitiya Maha-ela apd Palliyawela amuna in Pata Dumbara and Elpitiya Raja-ela in Uda Palata,
Recoveries on the first two for 1917 were completed, but there are some arrears on the Elpitiya Raja-ela.
Repairs to the head works of the Teldeniya a,halla-ela, a village work in Pata Dumbara, wére carried
out by the Irrigation Inspector at a cost of Rs. 675- 70, the cost being defrayed by the field owners.c

56. Irrigation Fine Fund.—A statement is annexed :—

¢

RECEIPTS. ) Rs. c. EXPENDITURE. Rs. e

Balance on January 1, 1917 .« 908 86 | Repairs to Dasksratalawa amuna in Udu
Receipts “ .. 184 50 Nuwara . .. 2865 0
Refund of fines et .. 30 0
295 0
Balance on December 31, 1917 .. 766 36
Total .. 1,061 36 Total .. 1,081 36

-

; XVIII.—PusLic WORKs.

67. The following works were completed during the year under review :—

(1) Children’s ward with sixteen beds at the Kandy hospital.

(2) A new ward of six beds and a waiting-room at the Deltota hospital.

(3) A new dispenisary with medical officer’s and apothecary’s quarters at Watawala. -

(4) A ward was extended giving additional accommodation of twelve beds and an operating room
was built at Do]osbage hospital ;

as well as improvements to various toads by widening the road platform, renewing and wqdemng. -

culverts, and benching dangerous corners. o

XIX —FORESTS.

58. The following is taken from the report of the Assistant Conservator of Forests, Nuwara Ehya,
as regards the work of the Forest Department in the Kandy District :— p

(1) Protection of Forests—(i.) Prosecutions: 2 ¢ases were instituted by the Forester, Kandy, and
the Forest Ranger, Hatton, which resulted in convictions,

(ii.) Compositions : 26 cases were compounded by the Assistant Conservator of Forests, Nuware, Eliya,
on reports made by the Forester, Kandy, and the Fores‘o Ranger, Hatton, and a sum of Rs, 42770 was

recovered as compensation.
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(2) Timber and fuel supplied to Government Departments :-— - Rs. c.
* 170 cubic yards firewood to King’s Pavilion, Kandy .. e 212 50
150 cubic yards firewood to Public Works Department, Kandy .. ° 81873
563 bridge planks of 1,668} cubic feet to Provincial Engineer, Central
Province, North .. ' : <« 3,808 53

99 scantlings of 73 cubic feet to Provincial Engineer, Central Provinece,

PROVINCE.

North . . .. . 121 14
8,075 cubic yards firewood to the Railway from Galboda fuel plantation 14,919 73
' Total .. 19,380 67

2

-Crown forests on payment of royalty during the year :—

(3) The following  timber, firewood, bamboos, and other produce were issued to purchasers-from

. Rs. e

13,604 cubic feet of timber 4,194 87

. 6,411 warichchis . 286 11
. 4,201 cubic yards firewood 3,422 76
193,791 bamboos and canes | .. 140 40

Other produce, sand and gravel, &e. .. . 325 50

Total .. 8,369 64

The gross revenue réceived from all sources by the Forest Department during 1917 in Kandy District
-amounted to Rs. 8,908:72. )
(4) Pree Grants.—Free grant;s for timber to the value of Rs. 4162 were igsued during 1917.
59. In connection with the supply of fuel to the Railway from the Galboda fuel plantation, it
is worthy of note that this fuel, which for some years had been rejected by the Railway Department as
‘unsuitable, has now been tendered suitable by the simple expedient of removing the bark before use. -

XX . —MISOELLANEOTS.

60. The Kandyan Art Association and Kandy Museum.—During the period undey review the
Association sold Rs. 12,378 74 worth of specithens of Kandyan art. The value of the stock in hand is
Rs, 21,165°15. The current account in the bank amounts to Rs. 8,755, and the fixed deposit stands at
Rs. 2,000, The Association bought twenty War Loan Bonds to the value of Rs. 1,000. . The Association
made several sannasas for Government. Bar silver has risen in price and is difficult to obtain, and the
Conversion of silver coin into ormaments has been forbidden by law. The work of the Association is,
therefore, restricted chiefly to brassware. The apprentices. are eight in number, They have made
satisfactory progress in brass and silver work. ' ) ‘ -

61,  Twenty-six craftsmen competed at the Agri-Horticultural Show, Nuwara Eliya, and five of
‘them were awarded prizes. Twenty-four craftsmen competed at the Society of Arts Exhibition, Colombo,
and five prizes were secured. The titular rank of Badal Muhandiram was conferred on oné of the
workmen for efficiency in art work.

C. 8. VAUGHAN,

Kall\ldggr 17{,&; sl)llcgen, . B Government Agent.

APPENDIX.

IL—REPORT OF THE WORKING OF THE THOROUGHFARES ORDINANOCES
IN THE KANDY DISTRICT FOR 19017,

I

‘ ProvinNetar Roap CoMMIITEE. .
DurinG the year 1917 the Provincial Road Committee was composed of the following members

Official ~The Hon. Mr. C. S, Vaughan, Chairman; M¢. P. M. Bingham, Provincial Engineer,
Central Province, North. ' ' _ T s
Other —Messts. R. A, Powell, J. B. Coles, Martin M. Smith, W. R, Westland, and Edwin Beven.

2. Thirteen meetings were held during the year (including one special meeting). :

3. Horton Plains and Paitipola Resthouses~These resthouses were leased for a period of five
years, with the approval of Government, 6n an annual rental of Rs. 600 and Rs. 400, respectively.

4, Members of the Ceylon Motor Cyclist Corps, while on duty, wearing the Corps uniform, were
allowed to use the resthouses free of ogeupation charges. _ '

5. Resthouses.—The receipts and expenditure on resthouses, &e., are set out in the following
. statement

e Recrrrrs, « Rs.. o EXPENDITURE, Rs. o.
* L. :«Contributions from District Road Com- Repairs and improvements to resthouses 7,897 44
.7 rnittees . 10,426 25 | Salaries of resthouse-Jreepers .. 6,275 96
- Resthouse collections 6,679 16 | Equipment .o 3,000 60
" - Miscellaneous 1,449 40 | Miscellaneous .. 2,754 56
Balance oy Janueary 1 5,635 75 | Balance on December 31 4,262 0

$
» Total .. 24,190 56 ' Total .. 24,190 56

The miscellaneous receipts include a sum of Rs. 549- 36 formerly in deposit in the Savings Bank
‘on accont of Pension Fund. During the year Government decided that contributions on account
Pension Fund should be credited to the revenue of the Committee, and that pensions should be paid
from the general funds of the Committee; - :
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6. A statement of reeeipts and expenditure is annexed :—

REVENUE, Rs. c. ¢
Balance on January 1, 1917 . 5,635 76
Amount received from District .Road Committees on account of two-
thirds commutation for principal roads, resthouses, &e. :— R
8. C.
(@) From Kandy District Road Committee .. *17,795 11
.(6) From Matale District Road Committee .. 7,066 4
*(¢) From Nuwara Eliya District Road Committee 6,201 85 210
e L0583 0
Refund by Government of tolls levied on minor roads .. 734 0
Government grant in aid of minor works .. - 27,135 0
“ Resthouse collections 6,679 16
Contributions from District Road Commlttees on account of Pro-
vincial Road Committee establishment :(— R
8. ¢C.
(¢) ¥From Keandy District Road Committee .. 1,800 0
(6) From Matale District Road Committee .. 500 0
(¢) From Nuwara Eliya District Road Committee 400 0 on
—_—_— ,700 0O
Miscellaneous receipts h .. .. 1,449 40
Total .. 75,386 31
EXPENDITURE, —
Payments made from two-thirds commutation during the year under
the provisions of Ordinances Nos, 10 of 1861, 31 of 1884, and 10 of
1902, on account of— . !
: Rs. ¢.
(a) Principal roads .. .. 20,626 75
(b) Resthouses .. - 7,816 &
——— 28,442 80
Pay of resthouse-keepers . .. 6,275 96 .
Provinecial Road Committee’s estabhshment .. 2,700 0
Toll grants remitted to Kandy District Road Commlttee .o 734 0
Government grant in aid of minor works remitted to— ¢
- (@) Kandy District Road Committee .o <. 10,250 0O
(b) Matale District Road Comml'otee .. T 16,885 ©
Miscellaneous charges . .. . 5,836 55
Balance on December 31, 1917 4,262 0
Total .. 75,386 31

Branctt RoADS DEPARTMENT, -
Branch Roads Ordinance, No. 14 of 1896.
1. The term of office of the Local Comm:ltt%s of eighteen roads having expired durmg the year,

new Committees were elected.
2. The number of roads maintained waa 26, and the cost of maintenance amounted to

Re. 102,381-36. Total mileage wag 136:23. This is 1 50 mile more than last year, and the inorea,se

is on aecount of St. Margarets-Kirklees road. :
. The number of bridges maintained was 13, cost being Rs. 2,540°46. These bmdges are in

the following districts, viz, t—

Maskeliya .. .. 3 " Katugastota .. - . 3
Dimbula .. . 4 —_—
Dikoya .. ;. 2 - Total .. 13
Pussella.wa. 1 _

" 4. Asumof Rs. 18,023 04 was expended on the following works, in addition to maintenance, viz..—
Madulkele-Kabragala road : Repairs to damaged b Glenlyon-Preston road : Strengthening Torrington
rid,

culvert and retaining wall. Building cooly ge.
Huluganga-Bambraela road : Building three ouls+1 8t Margarets-Kirklees road: Repairing storm
verts and repairing storm damages. Building cooly | damages between 4} and 5} miles.
« lifies. Norwood-Maskeliya road : Erectmg latrines at

Padiyapelella-Ellamulla road : Deviation at 27th | cooly lines.
mile. Norwood-Upeot road : Erecting latrines at cooly

Bathford Valley road : Repairing flood damages op | lings.
the 2} mile. Golahenwatta-Yatawatta road: Erecting latrines

Norwood Maskeliya road : Renewing roof of ovey- | at ¢ooly lines.
seer’s quarters and cooly lines. Norton.Carolina road : Erecting latrines at cooly

Norwood-Campion road : Widening first mile, lines,

Rangala-Nitre Cave road: Building overseor’s Wanarajah road : Erecting latrines at cooly lines.
quarters at Duckwari bazaar. Bathford Valley : Erecting latrines at cooly lines.

Duckwari-Cottaganga road: Building overseéris Nbrwepd Campion road : Erecting latrines at cooly

quarters and rebuilding a damaged wall.
Pupuressa road : Benching blind corners. Maskehya Cruden road : Erecting la.trmes atocooly

Lindula-Agra road : Building two retaining and {lines, -
parapet walls at 39% mile.
5. Estates’ contributions dunng the year wete- W follows :— Rs. e

On account of maintenance of roads .. .. 51, 448 95

On account of maintenance of bridges e .. 1,246 56 -

On account of additional works .. .. 9,124 13

On account of repairs to flood damages and of temporary cart bndge,

Golahenwatta- Yatawatta road (fifth instalment). , . 1,252 56 ¢

Total .. 63,102 20

v ———————
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Zstate Roads Ordinance, No. 12 of 1902,

¢ 1. Alewatugoda-Ancoombra Road.~—A Local Committee under the Ordinance was formed and
two estimates were drawn up by them, one for Rs. 5,858 75 for improvements and another for Rs. 2,817 92
for maintenance. The question of assessment has not been definitely settled.
2. Meddegodde-Somerset-Craighead Rood.~—The estates interested have not ﬁnally decided upon
the construction of this road.
s 3. Galagedara-Hinabowa Road —The improvements are in progress, and the works are expected
to be completed within the first half of 1918,
4.  Embilmegama-Alagalla Boad.—The work of reconstruction has been completed.
. 5. Coast of maintenance during the year ended September 30, 1917, was as follows :—

Grant by the Distriet
Road Committee, Government Grant.

N andy.
- Rs. e Rs. o
-1. Galagedara-Hinabowa road, 113 miles . 1,116 0 .. -
2. Lantern Hill-Somerset road, 4 miles 1,898 77 .. —_—
* 8. Vellaioya-Shannon réad, 121 chains 20 hnes 1,887 0 .. 418 0
4. Barnagalla-Pen-y-lan road, 2} miles .. 1,412 63 .. 565 &
5. Rattota-Gammaduws road 7 miles .. 7,745 0 .. 1,600 O
6. Galaha-Pupuressa road, 7§ miles 2,212 0 .. 1,400 ©
7. Aluwihare-Dullewa gap road, 2 miles 44 chams 1,800 0 .. 600 ©
8. Kadugannawa-Paranapattiya road, 53 miles. . 3,181 0 .. 1,000 0
9. XKandenewera-Wariyapola road, 5% miles .. 3,780 87 .. 756 17
Total .. 24,532 27 - 6,339 22
G 8. VAUGﬂAN

Kandy, March 7, 1918. ' _ Chairnjan.

is; IL—REPORT OF THE DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE KANDY, FOR 1917

" ‘Tre Committee was composed of the following members :—

Official —Mr. O. 8. Vaughan, Chairman; Mr. P. M. Bingham, Provincial Engineer, Central
“Province, North ; Mr, R. A, Powell, Provmcml Engineer, Central Province, South.

Unofficial—Mr. W. R. Westland, Hon. Mr. 0. van der Wall, and Mr. A. Vallipuram, representing
the Furopean, Burgher, and Native communities, respectNely; Messrs. J. B. Coles and
M. M. Smith, Additional Members,

2. Twelve meetings were held during the year.

3. There was a change in the office staff consequent of the retirement in June of the Second
Clerk, Mr. T. A. Gurusinha ; the post was filled by promotion in the Department, and Mr. H. V. Dias
was appomted extra clerk, . -

4:+The collection of commutatmn money for the year has been satisfactory, Rs. 72,210° 50, as
againsh B4, 72,058 50 in 1916,

5. A comparative statement of the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances during the years
1916 and™ 017 and the statement of receipts and expenditure of the District Road Oommxttee of Kandy
for 1917 are annexed. ~ The miscellaneous receipts include a sum of Rs. 1,768'49 formerly in deposn’a
in the Savings Bank on account of Pension Fund. During the year Government decided that ¢ontiibu-
tions on account of Pension Fund should be credited to the revenue of the Committee, and that pensions
should be paid from the general funds of the Committee :—

Comparative Statement of the Thoroughfares Ordinances in 1916 and 1917,

Percent: Dercentage
1916 on Nmn%%: 1917 on Numbger
* urder ¢ under
Head 2. Head 2.
1. Population of lacal ares by latest Census .. — 866,192 —_ —  |866,102 —
2. Number of resident malés by division officer’s '
list reported liable to labour — 52,488 |. o~ — 82,876 —
3. Discharged obligation within Jocal area by—
{a) Paying single commutation .| 47,519 . 90-60 ] 47,382 90°13
(0) Paying double commutation .. 260 49 379 -83

‘(6) Labouring six days . O —_ — v —
(d) Labouring twelve da.ys R —_ 7 - —
4. Total discharged obligation 47,719 91-09 : 47,781 L 9076

area, but otherwise acoounted for as——
" (¢) Exempted on acoount of age, death,
disqualifieation, or physical mablhty

to work . 2,851 543 ] 2804 5-38
0 ’Pa.ld or laboured elsewhere - J 1,288 2-45 1,349 2:56
(9) Doublegentries or entnes by misﬁake 67 | °12 T4 13
(%) Fined .. 1 o1 — —_
(¢ Imprisoned .- R —_ — —
(%) Left Jocal area . 452 89 - 588 - 1418
6. Total failed to discharge obhga.hon mthm

local area . 4,659 8:91 |———— 4,815 924
7. Unaecounted for L .. —_ — —_ — — —
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditure of the District Road Committee, Kandy, for 1917,

REVENUE, Rs, ec.
Balance on January 1, 1917 . .o .. 2,714 61
Commutation realized in money [ .o .. 72,210 50

Toll grant on minor roads 734 0
Government. contribution in aid of 1 mmor works 10,250 ©
Mlscellaneous receipts .. 2,624 39
. —_—
Total .. 88,5633 60
EXPENDITURE.
Payment made on account of prineipal roads and resthouses .o 17,795 11
Amount expended on minor works . oo 29,506 67
Establishment and commission to division oﬁﬁcers —
(@) Contribution on account Provincial Road Rs. ec.
Committee establishment. . 1,800 0
(b) Cost of District Road Commlttee estabhshment 9,897 30
(¢) Commission to division officers .. 5,743 19
—_— 17,440 49
Miscellaneous charges 2,657 67
Balance on December 31, 1917 . 21,133 66
Total .. 88,5633 60

6. The expenditure of Rs. 29,506° 67 on minor works was composed of the following items :—

. Rs. ec,

(1) Maintenance, annually recurrent 15,538 67

(2) Improvements . 2,600 0

- (3) Voted to planters’ and lnter-dlstrlct roads .. .. 5618 0
(4) Government grants, 1916-17 and 1917-18 .. 5,750 0 ¢

Total .. 29,506 69

The sum referred to in item (3) was spent on a total mileage of 253 miles (cs;,r‘o roadé 18 miles
and bridle paths 235 miles), the work being carried out by the Planters’ Associations concerned. Save
in a very few cases, the grants are made by the Committee on condition that the estates interested

contribute a like amount. .
7. The Government grants for 1916-17 were Rs. 250 for the Bogawantalawa-Balangoda road

and Rs. 5,000 for the Nugatenna-Bintenna road. A further grant of Rs. 5,000 for 1917-18 has been

received towards the improvement of the latter road.
8. Grants in aid of Minor Roads, Cenitral Province—Government has sanctioned the following

grants in aid of minor roads in this Provinee for 1918-19:—

Rs. Rs.-
Kandy District .. 6,459 Nuwara Eliya, District .. 1,830 -
Matale District 8,886 we
9. The mileage in charge of the Committee, exoluswe of planters and mter-dlstmct roads, is
as follows :—
Miles. Miles.
Cart roads :— Bridle paths .o 129
Metalled .. 19 —_—
Gravelled .. 17 Total .. 224
: Natural .. 59 _ A —_—
‘ : C. 8. VAUGHAN,
March 8, 1918, : : ) Chairman.

IIL—-REPORT OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF HATTON-DIKOYA FOR 1917.

A cOMPARATIVE statement of the revenue and expenditure for the years 1916 and 1917 is
appended :—

R ] 1916. 1917, ) 1916. 1917.
EVENUE. Re. o Re. o EXPENDITURE. Rs. o ... Rs. o
Taxes .. .. 7,689 57 .. 17,552 10 | Interest and sinking fund
Licenses .. 6533696 .. 5451 96| on loans .. 1,623 99 .. 1,601 49
Rents .. . .- 3,801 45 .. 3,740 35 | Cost of administration .. 4,027 17 ., 4,123 14 °
Flpes .. .. 10375 .. 114 75 | Eduecation .. 60 0 .. 52 50 -
Mlscellanequs .. 728 42 .. 204 28 | Sanitation ) .. 6,922 44 6,942 25.
Other receipts .. — .. 15 0 | Lighting .. 616 11 .. 789 27
_ Polico .. ... 5922 [0 5p04
Public works .. L7705 25 .. 549 43
. Miscellaneous : .. 1,083 27 ..¢ 686 74
. Other payments .. — .. 600 0
; 17,700 15 17,078 44 16,097 45 6
‘Balance brought forward 6,993 13 .. 8,595 83 | Balance .. 8,695 83 .. %g,ggg Zl
. fukd
Total .. 24,693 28 25,674 27 Total .. 24,693 28 25,674 27

\
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.2, There was a slight decrease in the revenue as well as in the expenditure for 1917. The Board

did not undertake any new works during the year.
3. The Board has invested a sum of Rs. 600 in the Ceylon War Loan.

4. Health.—There were 53 cases of chickenpox and 13 of measles. There was no enteric fever

or plague, .-

~

5. Cattle Disease—There were 46 cases of hoof-and-mouth disease and. 57 cases of rinderpest,

of which 25 proved fatal. The question of a quarantine camp for Hatton is under consideration.
) 6. 459 rats were destroyed at Hatton and Dikoya at a cost of Rs. 68+85..
7. Lighting and Sanitation.—The lighting of street lamps and the scavenging and the latrine
cqnservancy of the town were given on contract in July, 1917. The public latrines were daily flushed,

disinfected, and kept in good condition during the year.

8. Public Markets—The public markets were well kept during the year,
9. Bakeries—The bakeries were clean and well kept. A new set of rules framed by the Senior
Sanitary Officer and the Government Agent, Western Province, were adopted by the Board.

10. Water Supply.—A scheme has been prepared by the Public Works Départment for supplying

the town with water from a stream in the Kotagala forest reserve, The estimated cost is Rs. 41,000.

The work cannot be undertaken now owing to the high cost of materials.
11, Constitution of the Board.—Chairman : The Government Agent,
E. van Rooyen, District Medical Officer, Dikoya ; and Mr. H.

Official Members : Dr. C.

Central Provinge, Kandy.
N. Worth,

District Engineer, Dikoya. Unofficial Membeérs : Messrs. T.. C. van Rooyen and A, R. Aitken and
Rev. A. §. Beaty. The Secretary, Mr. R. A. Fitch, resigned in November, 1917.

12. The Board held ten ordinary meetings during the year.
Government Agent, Central Province, in December, 1917, to elect thrée unofficial members for the years

A meeting was also held by the

1918 and 1919, when only ople member, Mr. H. Tambirajah, Proctor, was élected.
13. Statements are annexed of collections undetr the Thoroughfares Ordinances and of loans :—

Comparative Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances in 1916 and 1917,

Perﬁent%go Perﬁ_entt?bge
k um| 0
. 1916 o e 1017, o
Head 2. Head 2.
1. Population bfJocal area by Iatest Census — 3,025 | — — 8,025 —
2. Number of resident males by division officer’s v
_list reported liable to labour — 1,286 — — 1,135 —
3. Discharged obligation within local area by-—
(o) Paying single commutation . 1,100 8558 992 87+40
(b) Paying double commutation 6 -46 4 +85
(c) Labouring six days .. — — — —_—
(d) Labouring twelve days — = — —
4. Total discharged obligation B 1,106 8600 e 006 8775
8. Failed to discharge obligation within local . 4 .
area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(¢) Exempted on account of age, death,
disqualifieation, or physical inabilit; -
-+ to work ‘e .. 7 <54 ki <61
%f) Paid or laboured elsewhere .. 12 . 93 24 2+11
g} Double entries or entries by mistake. . 52 . 404 19 1467
(hyeFined . .. . .. 2 ‘15 4 ‘36
(¢) Tmprisoned A —_ — —_— —
(7) Left local aves - .. 63 4-89. 30 264
8. Total failed to discharge obligation within )
local area .. Jy S 136 . 10-57 84 7+40
7. Unaccounted for - c— 44 3421 — - 65 | 484
Statement of Loans.
Year in which loan was raised . ]:95)22 and 1 6904 .. 1913
: gt 1902 : Rs. 6,500
Original amount of loan . { 1904 + Rs. 11,500 Rs. 4,000
Present amount, of loan .. Rs. 14,900 Rs. 1,977 50
Rate of sinking fund .. 2 peér cent. e s
Rate of interest PR 3% per cent. 41 per cent.
Annual amount payable for sinking fund Rs. 468- 50 .. J—
Annual amount payable for interest Rs. 521 50 .. Varies
Date when loan will be extinguished November 30, 1925 .. 1921 ,

Remarks.—For all loans prior to 1905 the anhual amounts paid for sinking fund were fermerly treated
as instalments in reduction of the original loan. In that year the loans were ¢onsolidated, and sinking fund

R . and interest made payable on the original amount of the loans.

Interest, however, is taken by Government

"~ only on the amounts of theloans as they stood in 1905, the balance of the annual payment being invested as a

" sinking fund, and a date given for the extinstion of the debt. The sinking fund is invested by the Colonial.

‘“... lressurer. " The sinking fund systemisin accordance with law. The whole amount due asinterest and sinking
-~ fund as shown for the year 1917 has been duly paid to the £olonial Treasurer, The loan of Rs. 4,000 is to be
. 'repald in eight annual instalments of Rs. 500 each, with 4} per cent. interest on the balance.

Kandy Kachcherfy
thbruary 27, 1918.

C. S. VAUGHAN,
Chairman,

I\;.—REPORT\ OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF NAWALAPITIYA FOR 1917.

' RBevenue and Bzpenditure—~The revenue of the Board for 1917 was Rs. 19,759 73, against
Ra. 20,675 70 for the previous year, showing a decrease of Rs. 915° 97.

Brpenditure—~The expenditure for 1917 was Rs. 25,868 85. TPhis includes & sum of Rs. 2,750
spent on the construction of a végetable market and Rs. 1,035° 20 on the town survey, and Rs. 500

invested in the War Loan.
9(1)18

B9
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A comparative statement of revenue and expenditure for 1916 and 1917 is annexed :—

3
t

1916, 1917. . 1916. 1917,

RuveENUE, Rs. ¢, - Rs. c. EXPENDITURE, Rs. c. Rs. e

Tages .. ) .. 872734 .. 8,360 99 | Interest and sinking fund
Licenses .. 4,069 87 .. 3,957 37 on loans . 1,287 0. .. 1,287 0
Rents .. .. 6,509 0 .. 6,604 5 | Costof administration .. 3,881 34 .. 4,745 61
Fines .. .. 504 0 .. 87 50 | Sanitation .. 5813 9 .. 8,527 39
Migcellaneous .. 765 49 .. 749 82 | Lighting .. 3,361 67 .. 2,404 1
. - . Police . .. .. 78 98 .. 104 78
Education .. 60 0 .. 102 62
Public works .. 2,407 5 .. 7,468 52
Fixed deposit .. 2,500 6 .. 800 0
. Miscellaneous .. 63 95 .. 728 92
20,675 70 19,759 73 | - 19,558 8. .. 25,868 85
Balance of previous year 8,406 32 .. 9,528 94 | Balance ; .. 9,528-94 .. 3,419 82
Total .. 29,082 2 29,288 67 Total .. 29,082 2 - 29,288 67

2, Public Health—One case of plague occurred during the year in February; the patient, a
Tamil lad, died in hospital ; the source of infection was not traced. Owing to the precautions. taken
the disease did not spread. The health of the town during the year was satisfactory in other respects,

3. Water Supply.—The watet supply to the town has been very satisfactory during the year.

4. Lighting—The street lighting has been fairly satisfactory, but only one Wells’ lamp was
lit continually during the year ; the rest of the Wells” lamps were not lit for want of spare parts, which
were not available owing to the war. A number of ordinary duplex lamps have taken their place.

5. Public Latrines~—The repairs to the public latrines were attended to; they were daily flushed
and disinfected and kept clean and in a sanitary state.

6. Sanitation.—The sanitation of the town received the same attention - thls year as it did
during last year, All town drains were regularly flushed and disinfected and kept in proper repair. An
additional seavenging cart and a conservancy cart had to be engaged in order to cope with the
increased amount of work during the year.

%, Public Markets—The markets were well kept during-the year. The new vegetable 'market
was opened by the Board during the year, and has been well patronized. .

8. Eaiing-houses.—All kept clean.

9. Balkeéries.—~Revised by-laws were passed and the bakeries all kept olean.

10.  Dairies.~—Dairies were kept fairly under control under the new by-laws on dairies, and
the milk supplied to the town was-of superior quality. -

11, Cemetery,—The cemetery was maintained in good order.

. 12, Toun Survey.~The Board having felt the necessity of a ma,p of the town requested the
SurveyorsGeneral to undertake the survey, which is in hand.

13. The Swamp~The acquisition of the swamp had to be deferred as it was found necessary
to frame estimates for a back lane scheme. The District Engineer, Dlmbula has the work in hand.

14. Constitution of the Board ~-Chairman : Hon. Mr. 0. S. Vaughan, Government Agent, Cenfral
Province. Official Members : Mr, R. J. K. MacBride, District Engineer, from January to March, and
Mr, J. O. Cooper, Distriot Engineer, from April to December ; Dr. S. T. Gunasekara, District’ Medical
Officer, from January to October, and Dr. A. A, M. Werapermall from November to December Unofﬁelal
Members : Messrs. F. J. Fernando, J. A, ¥, Atapattu, and H. O. Lebbe. - There was no ehange in'the office
stafl- during the year. “The Inspector, Mr. E. A. Wijesinghe, was sent to Colombo for a coursg of; sanitary
training, and on passing the examination obtained the qualification necessary for Sanitary Inspectors.

- 15, Meetings~—There were twelve meetings of the Board during the year under review.

Election.~The biennial election of three Unofficial Members was.held on December 11, 1917
and the same menibera were re-elected for 1918-19 without contest.

16. Town GQuard.-+The Town Guard continued under the command of Lieut. M. S. Milne, who
has taken a keen interest in the welfare of the Corps since its establishment in 1915.

17. Statements of collections under the Thoroughfares Ordinance and of loans are herewith
annéxed -

Comparative Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances in 1916 and 1917.
Percentage on| Perl%entage on

umber 1917,
under Head 2, : under Head 2.

1. Population of local area by latest Census .., «— 3,764 - — 3,764 | —
2. Number of resident mnales by division officer’s] . . -
list reported liable to labour - 1,371 — —_ 1,385 —
8. Discharged obligation within local area by+
(a) Paying single commutation < 1,198 87-02 1,255 90461
(b) Paying double commutation .. 12 *88 2 14
(¢) Labouring six days e ! :
(@) Labouring twelve days . : — ]
4. Total discharged obligation 1,205 87-90 1,287 " 90-75
5. Failed to discharge obligation within loca.l -
- area, but otherwise accounted for agu-— ) . b
(¢) Exempted -on account of age; death, -
disqualification, or physical inablhty ‘ :
to work 8 *58 3 P -1
(f) Paid or laboured elsewhere .. 158 11-52 124 ‘ 8+97
(¢) Double entries or entries by mistake .. - .
(R) Fined.. . B
(?) Imprisoned .. —_—
(#) Left local area —
- 6. Total failed to discharge obhgatmn wmhm
local area . . 169
7. Unaceounted for .. .. — —

é
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. Statement of Loans.

Year in which loan was raised . .. 1899 and 1900

P 1899 : Rs, 13,400
Original amount of loan 4 { 1900 : Rs. 10,000
Present amount of loan .. . .. Rs, 12,884:34
Rate of sinking fund .. : .. .. 2 per cent,
Rate of interest .. ++ 3} per cent.
Annual amount payable for smkmg fund .. .. "Rs. 720-74
Annual amount payable for interest . .. Rs. 56626
Date when loan will be extinguished .. .. May 31, 1922

Remarks.—For all loans prior to 1905 the annual amounts paid for sinking fund were formerly treated
a8 instalments in reduction of the original loan. In that year the loans were consolidated, and sinking fund
and interest made payable on the original amount of the loans, Interest, however, is taken by Government only
on the amount.of the loans as they stood in 1905, the balance of the annual payrent being invested as s sinking
Jfund, and & date given for the extinction of the debt, The sinking fund is invested by the Colonial Treasuret.
The sinking fund system is in aeccordance with law. The whole amount due as interest and sinking fund as
shown above for the year 1917 has been duly paid to the Colonial Treasurer

C. 8. VAUGHAN,
ST , Chairman.

February 27. 1918.

V.—REPORT OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF GAMPOLA FOR 19i7.

°Revenue and Expenditure—A comparatlve statement of the revenue and expenditure for 1916
and 1917 is annexed —

_ S 1916, 1917, . 1916, . 917,
REVENUE. Rs. e Rs. ec. ExXPENDITURE. Re. o Bs. o
Taxes .. .. 10,788 82 .. 10,745 71 | Interest and sinking fund
Licenses .. 4,788 6 .. 5,364 50 | _on loans 3,716 0 .. 1,716 0O
Rents .. .. 4,096 80 .. 3660.70 Cbst of administration, .. 4,060 85 .. 4,530 55
Fines .. .. 508 80 .. 236 0 | Education (Town Schools ' J
Miscellaneous .. 25129 .. 253 12 Ordinance) - - 186 0 .. 186 0
Other receipts -— - 170 84 | Sanitation -.. 7,86681 .. 7,770 41
Withdrawn from ﬁxed Lighting .. 2474 93 .. 2,632 78
deposit — -« 2,000 0 | Police .. .. 92 42 .. 20t &
- Public works .. 53818 87 .. 8,907 177
. 20,413 41 22,430 87 | Miscellaheous .. 244 7 .. 516 94
T Other paymonts . .. 100 0
o - Fixed deposit .. 5,000 0 ce e
y - _ : 26,453 5 23,055 60
Balance of previous year 11,229 57 .. 5,189 53 |-Balance ab end of year .. 5,189 53 .. 3,964 90
Total .. 31,642 98 27,620 40 Toba,l ~ .. 81,642 98 27,620 40

2. The revenue shows an increase :of Rs, 2,017-46, Of this amount, Rs. 2,000 were withdrawn

from fixed deposit.
3. The expenditure, not taking into accotmt a.sum of Rs. 5,000 placed in fixed deposit-in 1916,

shows an increase of Rs. 2,202 05.

4. Public Health—The health of the town during the year was satisfactory. .

5. Water Supply—The inability to renew the corroded mains is causing trouble. The question
of scraping them is now-under the consideration of the District Engineer. '

- 6. Street Lighting ~One additional street lamp was placed in Kadugannawa road at the cemetery
gate. The town lamps eonsist of 35 duplex lamps.

7. Sanitation~On the recommendation of the Senior Samﬁary Officer, a trained Sanitary Inspector
. was appointed by the Board. Mr. Ranasingha, the officer selected, took up duties in May, 1917,

Lo Duting the year Dr. de Costa, Assistant Sanitary Officer, inspected the town, and-found the
.~ drainage and conservancy defective, A Sub-Committee consisting of Mr. E. G. Jonklaas, the District
L Engmeer and the Medical Officer was appointed to consider Dr. de Costa’s repoﬂ; but had not finished
. its inquiries by the end of the year.
S 8. Cemetery—The cemetery was kept clean and maintained in good order. There were 88
- burials during the year. )

9. , Rinderpest—In May two ¢ases of rinderpest were reported and two cases in September.

10, Staff;—A Sanitery Inspector was added to the staff in May, 1917. In other respects the
staff is the same bsin 1016,

11. Constitution of the Board —~Chairman : The Government Agent, Central Province. Official
Membess : Dr, A. Ludowyk, District Medical Officer, and Mr. A. N. Robertson, District Engineer,
Pusgellawa. Unofficial Members : Messrs. E. G. Jonklaas, T. B. ]?anabokke, and D. S. D. Simon,
Eleven meetings were held during the year. — ‘

-
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12. Thoroughfares Ordinance Collections.—A return of collections under the Road Ordinance is
annexed:— .

B12

Percentage Percentage
1918, on Number 1917. on Number
' under Head 2. under Head 2,
1. Population of local area by latest Census  ..| — 5,521 — — 5,621 —
2. Number of resident males by division officer’s
list reported liable to labour I 1,928 — — 1,938 —_
3. Discharged obligation within local area by— ¢
(a) Paying single commutation .| 1,569 81-37 1,625 78+68
(b) Paying double commutation . 9 <46 -18 <87
(¢) Labouring sixdays .. - ol - — - - -
(d) Labouring twelve days o - — — —
4. Total discharged obligation e 1,578 81-86 1,638 7936
5, Failed to discharge obligation within Jlocal
area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death, - ‘
disqualification, or physical inability
- to work .o . 23 1 1-19 .51 2463
{) Paid or laboured elsewhere o 27 1-40 — —
{9) Double-entries-or entries by mistake .. 52 269 8 41
(A) Fined . .. 9 -46 5 -25
{1y Imprisoned —_ — — —
{j) Left local area .. . 199 10+32 117 603
6, Total failed to discharge obligation within
local areg .. o . 310 | 16-08 181 933
7, Unaceounted for . L — 40 2-0Q7 — 219 11-30
13. Statement of Loans.
Year in which the loan was raised 1901 and 1904 Rate of interest . . .. 3% per cent.
Original £1 {1901 : Rs, 6,200 | Annualamount payableforsinking
1ginal amount of loan ** 11904 : Rs. 25,000 fund .. - Rs. 776°60
Present amount of loan .» Rs, 26,840 Annualamount payable forinterest Rs. 939°40
Rate of sinking fund 2 per cent. Date when loan will be extinguished May 31, 1926

<

Remarks.—For all loans prior to 1905 the annual amount paid for sinking fund were formerly treated

a8 instalments in reduction of the original loan.

In that year the loans were consolidated, axd sinking fund

and interest made payable on the original amount of the loans. - Interest, however,is taken by Government only
on the amount of the loans as they stood in 1905, the balafice of the annual payment being invested as a

sinking fund, and a date given for the extinction of the debt.
The sinking fund system is in accordance with law., The whole amount due as interest and

Treasurer.

The sinking fund is invested by the Colonial

sinking fund as shown above for the year 1917 has been duly paid to the Colonial Treasurer,
14. An election was held in Pecember, when the sitting unofficial members were re-elected

for 1918~19 without contest.

May 2, 1918,

C.

S. VAUGHAN,

Chairman.

VIL—REPORT OF THE SANITARY BOARD, KANDY DISTRICT, FOR 1917,
Tre following eleven towns are upder the control of the Sanitary Board: Wattegama, Pussellawsa,
Norwood, Bogawantalawa, Maskeliys, Kadugannawa, Teldeniya, Mayilapitiya, Galaha, Huluganga, and

Ulapane.

2. The Board consisted of the Govérnment Agent ; the Provincial Engineer, Centriil Province,

North ; the Provincial Surgeon, Central Province ; Mr. J. B. Coles ; Mr. M. M. Smith ;'Mrs A. J. W.
Marambe, retired Ratemahatmaya, 'Ud4 Bulatgama; and Mr. R. E. Paranagama, Ratemahatmaya,
Pata Dumbara. Twelve meetings were held during the period under review.

3. The Seniot Sanitary Officer lent the services of a trained Sanitary Inspector (to replace the
Inspector previously lent) in the person of Mr. E. G. Canagasabey, and he was put in charge of Wattegama,
Teldeniya, Huluganga, Galaha, and Kadugannawa. His inspecting work in each town is supervised by

an honorary supervisor appointed by the Planters’ Association.
is much appreciated by the Board. . - :
. 4. A statement showing the revenue
for 1917 is subjoined :— |

The assistance given by these gentlemen

and expenditure and the balances to the credit of each town

Balance on Revenus, Expenditure, Balance on ,
[ Town. Ja . ’ *  December 31,
n muary 1 1917, 1917. embe
S G Rs. . Rs. ec. Rs. ec.
Wattegama 5,049 85 .. 3,930 95 .. 8,441 77 5,538 73
- Pussellawa 2,841 8¢ ..~ 1,664 80 .. 1,276 69 3,229 95
Norwood 4,918 79 1,608 83 .. 3,684 54 2,843 8
Bogawantalawa 1,224 61 1,387 87 . 1,960 93 631 45 -
- Maskeliya 2,210 10 1,697 81 .. 1,746 86 2,161 65
Kadugannawa 1,233 4¢ .. 2,795 46 .. 3,280 61 748 29
Teldeniys - 4,051 11 .. 1,445 46 .. 1,742 22 3,754 85
Mayilapitiya 664 96 581 73 . 529 3 717 66
Galaha 2,125 26 1,019 23 T. 2,907 89 236 60
Huluganga . 943 91 615 81 1,216 95 342 77 ‘
Ulapane .. 1,506 75 697 30 662 60 1,541 45
* Total .. 26,770 82 17,425 25 22,450 9 21,745 98

5. Conservancy—The latrines at Wattegama and Teldeniya were repaired. A new ‘latrine at
Galaha hasbeen constructed. Three latrines under construction at Norwood are expected to be completed
early next year. Two are extensions of the existing latrines, and the third an entirely new structure.
The erection of a new latrine at Pussellawa, to replace the existing unserviceable structure, for which
provision exists, will be taken in hand shortly. The scavenging of the towns was carried outyon the

whole, satisfactorily
District Medical Officers.

during the year, under the supervision of the Sanitary Inspector and the respective
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6. Drginage.—Extension of existing drains was carried out at Wattegama, Kadugannawa,
and Teldeniya.

7. Waterworks.—Repairs were effected to the existing works at Wattegama and Teldeniya.

8. Slaoughier-houses.—Repairs were effected to the slaughter-houses at Galaha, Wattegama, and
Kadugannawa. A pew sheep slaughter-house has been built for Wattegama.

9. Markets.—Proposals to construct markets at Wattegama and Kadugannawa are still under

consideration.
o 10. Health.—The health of the Sanitary Board towns was, on the whole, satisfactory.
" 11. Education.—The town of Kadugannawa continues as a town under the Rural Schools
Ordinance, and the Board employs an attendance officer to look after the progress of the school.
» 12. Stray Dogs.—A sum of Rs. 29 was sperit during the year on the destruction of stray dogs in the

Sanitary Board towns.
13. A cadastral survey of the Sanitary Board town of Kadugannawa has been undertaken by

the Surveyor-General at the expense of the Board, and will be completed in 1918,

Kandy Kachcheri, . C. 8. VAUGHAN,
May 3, 1918. ~ Chairman.

REPORT ON THE MATALE DISTRICT FOR 1917
Area, 928§ square miles; Population in 1911, 108,367.

- ImPORTANT EVENTS AND ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES.

Mr. T. B. AluWJha,re Ratemahatmaya, Matale ‘South, retired on January 19, 1917, and was
succeeded by Mr. W. A, Udugama, President, Village Tribunal, Matale South. Mr. W. Bandaranayaka,
President, Village Tribunal, Matale North, succeeded Mr. Udugama as President, Village Tribunal,
Matale South; and Mr. T. B. Ellepola was appointed President, Village Tribunal, Matale North.
My, E. ¥. Marshall succeeded Mr. W. J. L. Rogerson as Police Magmtrate, Matale, in July Mr. H. W.
‘Codrington, Assistant Government Agent, left the Island to join the Army in October, and was
succeeded by the writer on December 3. Mr E. F. Marshall, Police Magistrate, acted as Assistant
Govergment Agent duritig the period between Mr. Codrington’s departure and the writer’s assumption
of duties. ‘

' REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

The revenue for ﬁhe financial year 1816-17 was Rs. 144,868 28, as against Rs. 130,495- 53 for the
previous financial year, representing an inerease of Bs. 14,372 75. Recoveries under head Licenses were
responsible for this increase, the toddy rents selling ab eonmdera.bly enhanced prices owing to competition.
The expenditure on account of the Assistant Government Agent’s Department amounted to Rs. 30,450" 68,
as against Rs. 30,110° 67 in 1915-16. »

CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

The industries of the people are almost entirely agricultural. There is no mining, and no
manufactures of importance. The cultivation of paddy, kurakkan, and other fine gra,ms, tea, rubber,
coconuts, cacao, and arecanuts are the chief industries.

The rainfall for the year in Matale town was 94* 24 inches, as against 63: 38 for the previous year.
Crops generally have been satisfactory, theugh tea, cacao, and cardamoms were below the average.

Every effort is being made to encourage and promote the cultivation of food stuffs, and the Matale
Food Productlon Society is doing very useful work in this connection. Chena permits for cultivation
of such products on Crown lands are being liberally issued. 3,726 acres of chena were cultivated on
permit dvying the year. The acreage under vegetables and curry stuffs has been considerably increased.

Rice and kurakkan form the staple food of the people.” The war has had no effect on the price of
locally-grown rice and kurakkan, but prices of imported commodities have steadily risen. Prices for
rubber have been good. There was a slump in tea, but prices improved .considerably towards the end
of the year. Prices for cacao, cardamoms, and coconuts have been exceedingly poor. In spite, however,
of the low prices obtaining for coconuts, cacao, and cardamoms, there is no reason to anticipate distress

_among the village population, as there is plenty of work available for them on. the numierous tea and
rubber estates in the district.

The health of the people was satisfactory. There are hospitals at Matale and Dambulla, and
dispensaries at Aluwihare, Elkaduwa, Rattota, Nalanda, Paldeniya, Galewela, Kongahawela, Gam-
maduwa, and Mawussahiriya. 8,737 persons were treated at the hospitals, and 37,‘387 at the dispensaries.
1,234 cases of parangi were treated at the Dambulla hospital, as against 2,484 in the preceding year.,
The drugs used were kharsivan salvarsan, a purely British manufacture, and mercuric and arseniolis
iodide solutlon The Medical Officer, Dambulla, speaks very highly of the salvarsan treatment, but hé
is not so satisfied with the mercuric and arsenious iodide. - He notes that one of his principal difficulties
is to induce the patients to persevere with the treatment sufficiently long for the effecting of a complete
cure. 'There was no outbreak of serious epidemic disease either among the people or among cattle.

. The birth-rate was 45°7 per 1,000 and the death-rate 32*8 per 1,000, as eompared with 47 32.

o -and 39° 4, respectively, in 1916.

ExcisE.

B The arrack rent is part of that of the Central Province. There are seven taverns in the district.
i “The gonsumption from January 1 to December 31, 1917, was 21,690 gallons, as against 24,441 in the

preceding year. The decrease in consumption is probably due to the earlier closing of the taverns and
to the present stringency in the money market owing to the war.

' The toddy rents are held by small local capitalists. The number of sanctioned taverns was 36,

‘the same humber as in 1916-16. - The rents for 191617 realized Rs. 77,280, as against Rs. 45, 816 for the

previous financia} year. The increase was due to competition ab the sale. .

Foreign liquor licenses realized Rs. 3,117, as against Rs, 2,177 for the period 1915-16.

The Excise staff consisted of three inspectors and six peons stationed at Matale, Rattota, and
Dombaswela. Co-operation between the Excise Department, police, and headmen has been satisfactory.

Improved control has diminished illicit practices, but there has been no marked increase or

decrease in drunkenness.



B14

extension was added to Leliyambe school.
but improvements are hampered by inadequate funds.

The education of boys is compulsory. It is proposed to introduce compulsory female education
at all schools where a female teacher is employed. Most of the Government schools have gardens, and
every effort is made to stimulate an interest among the children in gardening and agriculture. -

-16 congtables.

CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917

EDpUcATION. .

The Distriet School Committee consisted. of the following members : The Assistant Government .
Agent, Chairman; the Director of Education ; the Rev. Father Pius Fernando ; Mr. S. M. P. Wijeye-
tillake; Mr.J. Gibb; and the Ratemahatmaya; Matale South. The Committee met once during the
year. The revenue amounted to Rs. 4,082° 40, and the expenditure to Rs. 3,477 61. )

In Matale town there are 2 English, 2 Sinhalese, and 2 Tamil vernacular schools, as well as 2
vernacular schools provisionally recognized. In the district, outside Matale town, there are 30 Govern-
inent vernacular and 21 grant-in-aid schools, the latter being managed by the following bogies :
Friends’ Mission, 13 schools; Baptist Mission, 4 schools ; Buddhist Theosophical Society, 3 schools;
Roman Catholic Mission, 1 school.

The old school buildings at Pubbiliya and Dandubendiruppe were replaced by new ones, and an

PoL1cE AND CRIME.
Regular police are stationed in Matale town, the force consisting of 1 Inspector, 3 sergeants, and

Of these, 2 sergeants and 13 constables are paid from Local Board funds.

[Parr L.

The condition of many of the school buildings is unsatisfactory,

¢

Outside

Matale town Yimits the investigation of crime is carried out by the headmen, assisted by the police in

serious cases.
the district.

The Assistant Government Agent is responsible for the investigation of crime throughout

A police station is to be established at Ratbota, with effect from April 1, 1918. There is a
troublesome element in this part of the district, and a police station here is very necessary.

The most criminal divisions in the district are Kohonsiya, Gampahasiya, and Asgiri Pallesiya
pattus in Matale South, and Matale Pallesiya pattu in Matale East. The northern and eastern parts of
the disttict are comparatively free from serious crime. -

I am glad to be able to tecord a decrease in grave crime as compare

d with the two previous years.

The total nutaber of true cases of grave crime.in 1917 was 118, as against 148 in 1915 and 147 in 1916.
There were three true cases of homicide (the same number as in 1916) ; two -ended in convicéion, in
the other the accused was found to be insane, The causes were jealousy over women in two cases and
sudden gnarrel in one ¢ase, and the weapons used were the knife in two cases and a gun dn one case.
Burglary, grievous hurt, cattle stealing, arson, hurt by knife, and robbery have all decreased,
but thefts of over Rs. 20 have risen from 33 in 1916 to 39-in 1917.
The Gansabhawa rule prohibiting loitering at night after 9 ».M. without a light was put in operation
in July last in Matale South and in the Matale Pallesiya pattu and Ambanganga korales in Matale East.
It does not appear to have had any appreciable effect at present in stopping burglary and cattle stealing

in these divisions, and I am doubtful whether the headmen have been strictly enforcing it.

I have

again ingtructed the Ratemahatmayas concerned in regard to the necessity of strictly enforeing the rule.
‘ Co-operation between the police and headmen has been satisfactory.

Matale town is administered by a Local Board, which is the subject of

LooAL GOVERNMENT.

& separate report.

Sanitary Board.~—The Board consisted of the Assistant Government Agent, Chairman ; the Medical
Officer, Matale ; the District Engineer, Matale ; the District Engineer, Nalanda ; Mr. U. L. B. Aluwihare,
Ratemahatmaya of Matale North ; and Mr. D. B. Uduwawela, Ratemahatmaya of Matale East¢

The five small towns of Palapatwela, Kawudupelella, Madawela, Dambulla, and Rattota are
controlled by the Sanitaty Board, and it is proposed to bring Aluwibare under the Ordinance. Owing
to the smallness of the revenue, little beyond scavenging can be done: Rattota is the only one of the five
towns which has & public market, Cement concrete side drains along the main roads are urgently

required. in all the towns. It is pr

made to Government for asgistance.

- The following statement shows the state of the

funds of each town —

oposed to make & start with Palapatwela, and application has been

. Balance on Revenue, - Expenditure, Balance on
January 1, 1917, 1917. 1917, December 31, 1917,

Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. e. Rs. o.

Dambulla 1,084 72 312 83 443 45 953 60

Madawels 23] 67 357 80 297 19 2902 28

c v " Kawudupelella 695 83 420 76 392 90 723 69
Palapatwels 1,092 90 469 26 606 17 955 99

Rattota ‘e 820 70 1,221 92 900 36 1,142 26

The Board has not received any money on loan from Government.

Virrage COMMUNITIES, . .
visions have been proclaimed under the Village Communities -

The three chief headmen’s di

Ordinance.

Village works are carried-out by communal labour,

The following statement shows the revenue and expenditure of the Village Committees :—

REVENUE.

Matale South
Matale North
Matsale East

Receipts in 1917 :—
Matale South
Matale North
Matale East

Amount.
Rs. o

Balance on December 31, 1916 ;—

4,217 30
2,439 69
1,999 7

3,912 32
2,073 20
1,811 94

Total

Total,
Rs. e

8,656 6

7,797 46

. 16,453 52
—_TG Oa

EXPENDITURE,
Payments in 1917 :—

Matale South
- Matale North
Matale East

Balance on December 31, 1917 :— ¢

Matale South
Matale North
Mateale East

Amount. Total, :
Rs. ec. Rs. o .-
X -
4,429 12
2,459 87
1,253 92
¢ 8,142 91
8,200 50
2,053 2
2,657 9
——— 310 61-
Total .. 16,453 52
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The only new work of any importance was the construction of a circuit bungalow at Elkaduwa,

wuich was completed during the-year. 5 B
There are three Village Tribunals in the district. Detailed statements showing the work done

by these courts and the number of appeals lodged, with results, are appended i—
Statement showing the Work done by the Village Tribunals in 1917.

Civil Cases. .. Matale South, Matale North: Matale East. Tota,l.‘
Pending 6n January 1, 1917 .. — . —_ . 8 .. 8
Instituted during 1917 .. - 466 .. 359 .. 302 . 1,127
Ponding on December 31, 1917 .. - . —_— L 10 .. 10

’ Criminal Cases. . ’

" Pending on January 1, 1917 .. 4 .. —_ .. 7 .. 11 .
Instituted during 1917 . 1,151 .. 500 Lo 232 .. 1,883
Pending on December 31, 1917 .. 1 . 4 .. 9 .. 14

’ Statement showing the Number of Village Tribunal Appeal Cases for 1917.

To Assistant Government Agent. Civil, Affirmed. Set Aside.  Criminal. Affirmed. Set Aside.
Matale South ... .. 4 .. A .. 8 .. -29 .. 6
Matale North . c 7 s 7 .. — . 6 .. 6 .. —
Matale East . .. 4 3 .. 1 . 4 .. 3 .. 1

Total .. 15 14 1 45 38 7

To Governor in Executive €ouncil. -

Matale South . .. — - —_ 2 2 .. —_
Matale North .. . — —_ — — — .. -
Matale East . - .. —_ — —— —-— — . —_
Total i — — 2 2 —

o ' LAND. i

The total extent of land alienated by the Crown during the yea,r' was 57 acres 2 roods 29 pérches.
The total amount realized was Rs. 1,441 65, giving an average of Rs. 24°99 per acre. There was very
little demand for land by capitalists. The whole extent sold was purchased by villagers for agricultural

purposes. . -
© The following statement shows the operations of the Settlement Officer during the year :—

Numberof Notices Number of Declared  Number of Notices

Particulars. Notices. Published. Final Crown, Notices. Pending.

Orders.
: . A. R P A, R R A. R, P,

Published by Settlement Officer

and brought forward from 1914 2
Published by Settlement Officer )

and brought forward from 1916 8 ..25,374 2888 .. 4 ..18813 2 0 .. 4 .. 6,559 0 388
Published by Settlement Officer o .

during 1917 ... . 6..15770 321 .. 1 .. 8440 2 8 .. 5 .. 7330 113

<

278.029 .. — .. — .. 2.. 278 029

— —— ————————— s B ST .

" Total .. 16 41,423 3 88 _ 5 27,256 0 8 11 14,167 3 0'S

—— ———b s e O

- 3 — ——

KANDYAN MARRIAGES ORDINANCE.

The marriages registered under this Ordinance during the year under review were 314 in number,

as against 435 for the previous year. .
Fifty-eight applications for divorce were received. Divorce was granted in 39 cases. Fifteen

applications were withdrawn, and 4 cases were pending at the en