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CEYLON’

Â D M im S T R lT IO N  EEP O R TS ,
. 1917.

FAßT I.—CIVIL.

I^STBEN PBOYINOE.
ADMINISTRATION REPORT OR THE GOVERNMENT AGENT, 

WESTERN PROVINCE, POR 1917.

.Àrea of the Frpt'inoe, 1,432 square miles.
Population, 1911, inclusive of Colombo Town, 1,106,321. 

; Popufation'ósólusivo^f Cplombo Town, 896,046.

Area of Colopibo Distjfiot, 8084 square miles. 
Population inclusive pf Colombo Town, 826,828. 
Population exclusive Pf Colombo Town» 613,534.

.' ' - I.^O pPiciA L Changés an1> E vents connected w it h  th e  K aOhchbeI.
, TnElWriter adtoinistered the Province during the year, whilst ]Sĥ . Brayne Was in ohaîge of the 

■ .Kalutara Bistriofe . ' *
, ® Mrl A. P. iBòóne having proceeded to Europe for military service, lÆp. W. K. fiC. Campbell succeeded
him as A ^lstant Goyemment A g^ti Colomho, on March 2» 1917. .

MrSCi H;. ÇoUins was appcinted as Second Assistant Colonial Secretary on October 26/ 1917, 
and,his#àCé wnsitraken

W; R. Jansz continued to act as !^xtra O^ce Assistant, and Mx.X D. Phfllipe Was also appointed 
an Extra.ÓSce'’A8sistant, With,effect from October 15,1917. '

-Mr. S. D. Dhondy, who had heen attached to the Kaehcheri as Extra Office.Assistant from 
Febmarj^ l6ï M9Mi : ^ ^  transferred to Matara as Police Magistrate in November, 1917.

The year under review was a very strenuous one, as, in addition to the administration of the 
Province, the Government Agent had to perform many other duties as Special Commissioner _under 
the Riot Damages Ordinance» Chairman of the Commission on Local Government, Visitor of the; Ja.ik 
and Lunatic Asylum, Chairman Cf the Volunteer Exemption Committees for the Municipality, and for 
the Colombo District, &c., besides hiS duties in connection With the Executive and Legislative Councils.

His Excellency the Governor visited the Kandana Anti-tUberoulosis Sanatorium and the town 
of Negombo on July 13,1917.

The greater part of the riots indemnity had been collected by thè end of the year, and the staff 
engaged on this work was considerably decreased.

Amongst the deaths that occurred during the year were those of Mx. A. E. do Silva, Senior, and 
Mr. ÏÏ. J. PeiJis, J.P., both gentlemen distinguished by their acts of philanthropy. The former was 
the donor of the site and hospital for the Anti-tuberculpsis Sanatorium at Kandana, which is now 
nearing completion.

The death of Mr. H. W. Milligan, who was killed in action on November 21, 1917, was deeply 
regretted by all who knew this popular civilian. Who held the post of Assistant Government. Agent, 
Colombo, before joining the Cfeylon Conting^t in November, 19‘14.

II.—Revenue and Expendittteb.
The revenue collected at the Colombo Kacheberi during 1916-17 was

Exclusive of land sales 
Land salés

,as against a total of Es. 4,721,664*34 in 1915-16. 
9(1)18

Total

Rs. c. 
4,285,409 28 

21,801 68

4,307,210 96
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The decrease was. due to the stoppage of land sales in anticipation of the introduction of the  ̂
leasing systefn, and to a smaller amount of arrears on account of the arrack and toddy rents being carried * 
forward to 1916-17.

The expenditure amounted to Rs. 139,626‘05, as conîpared with Rs. 133,752'77 in 1915-16.

III.-rC O N D IT IO N  OF THE PEOPLB.

Food The paddy crops throughout the Colombo District were very good, and damage
by flood was confined to comparatively small areas in the vicinity of the Kelani, and did not result in 
any distress. The home-grown crop, however, even in a good year, does not meet more than half the 
local requirements, and has to be supplemeñted by imported rice, which is especially popular with the? 
well-to-do classes. The. supply of jak, breadfruit, plantains, yams, and vegetables was satisfactory. 
Great efforts were made to stimulate interest in the cultivation of food and curry stuffs, with moderate 
success in some of the korales, where suitable land was available. Large quantities of fish were caught 
during the year, and found a ready market throughout the Province and in the up-country districts. 
The consumption of meat is on the increase, as was evidenced by the larger number of butchers licensed. 
The gradual rise in the price of food stuSs was maintained during the year.

Industries.—^The plumbago market, which opened with good prices in January, when Rs. 1,300 
per ton were realised, had fallen by the end of the year to Rs. 875 per-ton. The price of coconuts and 
copra remained low, and the market was greatly depressed. This resulted in the closing of a large 
number of plumbago mines and sorting sheds, and the partihl or total closure of numbers of coconut 
factories, with a corresponding reduction in the number of hands employed. No distress was reported, 
although there ean be no doubt that large numbers of the people have had considerably to curtail their 
ordinary food consumption. On the other hand, the market for rubber did not suffer materially. There 
was a fair amount of employment for the carpenters of Moratuwa during the year, but the minor industries, 
such as basket-making, brasswork, and lace-making, remained hi a very depressed condition.

IV.—H eaeth of thb People. '
The public health was, on the whole, very goo.d. There were no epidemics of a Serious nature, 

except some cases of dysentery and enteric fever. Cases of malarial f«ver were'fewer in number, and 
of a less severe type than usual. There were 3 cases of plague in Colombo Mudaliyar’s division, 5 cases 
in Ealpiti korale, 3 cases in Alutkuru korale south, and 1 case of suspected plague in Siyane Morale west ; 
immediate action was taken to prevent its spread. The disease was in all cases traceable to Colombo. 
There were, as usual, a number of cases of chickenpox and measles. Anchylostomiasis is very prevalent 
in the district, and Campaigns for dealing with it were started at Moratuwa, Piliyandara, Henaratgoda, 
ahd Minuwangoda, the primary objective being to secure the provision of latrine accommodation in order 
to prevent soil pollution. Considerable progress is 'being made in this direction. 4,791 new private 
latrines were installed.

V.— Ĥealth of Cattle.
Numerous cases of rindeipest and hoof-and-mouth disease were reported from all parts of the 

district^ and especially from Colombo Mudaliyar’s division, Siyane korale east and west, and Hewagam 
korale. The total number of oases of rinderpest was 3,113, of which 1,151 proved fatal, as against 
2,657 cáses and 1,445 deaths in 1916. I t  is believed that the source of infection in many cases was the 
galas in the town of Colombo. The action of the Municipal officers in carrying Cut a more- stringent 
inspection and disinfection of these premises was greatly appreciated.

>. r J f
VI.—TiiB D isteict School Committee.

The changes in the personnel of’the Committee were the appointment of the Eaóhcheri M’udaliyar, 
Mr. F. W. M. Karunaratné, in place of Mr. Henry A. Perera, A tapattu Mudaliyar,’ and of the Rev. H. 
Binks, in succession to the Rev. W. H. Rigby. ■

Two meetings were held during the year. I t  was resolved to establish Anglo-Vernacular schools 
a t Püiyàndarâ and Hanwefla when funds admit. I t  was also determined to continue the employment 
of attendance officers, and tolappcant an additional officer for Hewagam korale, where the work was 
too heavy for one man. ,

'■ In  connection with the general anchylostomiasis campaign, which is being started throughout 
the district, it was decided to equip the Government schools with latrines as rapidly as possible. For 
this purpose a special grant ( i  Rs. 1,600 was obtained from Government through the Director of Education.

Permanent schools for boys were completed at Biyagama, Minuwangoda, and Wigoda, and for 
girls at Padukka. These áre aU excellent buildings on carefully selected sites, and ate provided with 
well-fenced compounds, teachers’ quarters, wells, and latrines. A semi-permanent girls school was also 
erected a t Akatawita, and a start Was made with the construction of a large school for boys a t Tihariya.

As the boys’ and girls’ schools at tJdugampola and Kirindiwela are over-crowded, steps are being 
taken ,to remedy this state of -things by erecting infants’ schools to receive the smaller chfldrenr The 
site at Udugampola is to be acquired, but Mrs. C. H. Obeyesekere generously donated a fine site for this 
purpose at Kirindiwela. "

The villagers of Pinnawela have Undertaken to donate land in the village for. a school, and the 
Committee hâve decided tc  put Up a sèmi-permanent building, as the present temporary one is fin 
bad repair.

Sites for a boys’ school at Ranwella, a mixed school a t Homagama, and boys’ and girls’ schools 
a t Alutgama Widiyawaitta Were acquired, as also an additional piece of land for Tihariya boys’ school.

A sum of Rs, 8,651‘44 was spent on repairs during the, year. Half of the permanent buildings 
put up by the School Committee were colour-washed, painted, and repaired. The remainder wül receive 
attention next year. The fences round the girls’ schools at Bótale and Diyagama and the boys’ school 
at Jambureliya were put in thorough repair.

Application for the survey of a considerable number of sites for new schools are receiving atterftion, 
but activity in this direction wiU be restricted, as far as possible, a t present, as the Committee has already 
a large number of sites which it canhot utilize owing to Want Of funds.
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There are now 92 boys’ schools, 61 girls’ schooH, and 9 mixed schools in the district under the 
‘ control of the District School Committee. , '

Many of the schools have very creditable vegetable gardens attached to them, in which both 
teachers and scholars appear-to take mrfeh interest.

A statement of the revenue and expenditure of the District School Committee for 1917 is 
annexed.

Revenue.•
Balance on December 1917,
Fines . .  . . .
Village Committee contribution 
Annual Gov^nment grant 
Special Goverpment building grant 
Special Government grant for latrines 
Miscellaneous

Total

Rs. c. Expend ITUBE. Rs. c.
47,233 91 Construction .. 25,868 70
4,662 40 Repairs to buildings ..  8,651 44
8,718 72 Repairs to fences 246 40

19,812 50 Salaries ' , . . .  3,832 50
16,000 0 Printing and stationery i . 183 77

1,000 0 Acquisition .. 4,629 77
234 36 Miscellaneous ' .. 299 0

43,711 58
Balance

0
. .  52,950 31

96,661 89 Total . .  96,661 89

■VII.—Vhxaöü Committees.
ih e  revenue of the Village Cotamittees for the yeat 19l7 rt'as Rs, 83,060’50, a slight ihoreaSe 

over the revenue for the preceding year, which was Rs. 8%174‘ 04. _
The expenditure, during the year was Rs. 77,003'64, as compared with Rs. 98,018'43 in the 

preceding year. A  ¿unaber of thè works undertaken during the year have not yejt been pnid for.
All the Village Committee roads were maintained in fair order, and the. burial grounds kepi^ree- 

of jungle. Frequent, inspections of these works were made by the Assistapt Government Agent. A 
market at Butgomuwa on the site selected in J916 was feuüt and proved a success. I t  has not hitherto 
been feasible to construct a market at GalahitiyaWa on, the site acquired for’the purpose owing to lack 
of funds, but a temporary meat stall iS now being erected to meet an urgent demiind.

Sites for permanent Village Tribunal buildings at Mahara 'and Kaduwela were acquired, and the 
building at Mahara is in course of construction. The building at Kaduwela will be erected in 1918. 
The portion of the site of the Village Tribunal at Gangodawila, which was private property, and was 
in a neglected state, was acquired, aud steps are being taken to fence tbs' premises. Land adjoining 
Katana Village Tribunal is also being acquired to pròyide a compound. ,

The 'building of several important bridges was commenced during the year, and ■will be finished 
early in 1918. There are numerous other bridges urgently required, b u t they are at present id abeyance, 
as the Village Committees have not the necessary fünds for their construction.

I t has been decided to erect signposts on the more important Village 0om«iittèe roads, a few k* 
each korale being dealt with each year,

” • ® ’ : y in ,—Colombo P istRict SahitaBy Board-.
■ The Board consisted of the Government AguUt, the Provincial'EngmeOr, the Ikoviöcial Surgeon, 

and Messrk W. pias Bandaranaike, T. H.«A. de Soysa, and C. NamaSivayam. Five meetings were 
heldin l917.;

'Durjng the year operations' were continued in the_twenty-ßve small towns ip accordance with the 
lJrf% ram ipeoftheB oard;—
(iy'rKóchchihxd/è.—A  fine new market was constructed and proved a. great success, so much so 

that additidnal temporary accommodation had at once to he provided. The permanent buildings 
comprise a jarge Vegetable market, a fish m ark^, four ipeat stalls, and four bOntiques. Concrete drains 
carry ofi the sUrface Water. A web aud a fine public latrine have been provided by the Sanitary Depart- • 
ment, the Board giving the sites. A section of Concrete draips was built oh the main roäd by the District 
Engineer, NegOmbb,‘with funds provided by the Board, and a further section is now in hand, the cost 
being borne by the Board and by Government. Land Was acquired for a néw road past the markets, 
and a portion of the earthwork haS already beep completed. Steps nre also being taken to widen the 
Halpe road and tó acquire a sanitary lane through the congested area to the west of the main road and 
the site for another public latrine. Scavenging was carried out efficiently, and conservancy was staUrted 
towards the end of the year.

(2) piwulapifiyg.—Land was acquired for part of the proposed ciroular road, a market place, &e. 
Scavenging will be started on a small scale from January, 1918.

(3) ßid/wuxji.— Â temporary market was erected near the Station and provided with meat and 
fish stalls. Scavenging will start on a Small scale from January, 1918,

(4) Ja-ei».—Land was acquired for a gravel pit and for a public well pnd reservoir. A section
of cement drain ón the main, road waS huilt and another section commenced. The market continued 
to be very well attended. As soon as the necessary fimds can be obtained permanent buildings should 
be erected. Scavenging' Was carried on satisfactorily. - ,  .

(5) Kandana.—Rians for improvements were drawn up. Scavenging will' be started from
Jaihiary, 1918. ^  •

(6) WattaU-M^ola.-— T̂he site for a public market was acquired and plans drawn up for the 
improvement of the Welikadamulla and Hekitta roads. Scavenging will be started from January, 1918.

Ciy Pdiyagoda.— T̂he section of drains on the main road to Kandy, commenced in 1916, was 
Completed Land was acquired for thß enlargement of the market and for sites for a public latrine and 
slaughter-hoüse. - The filling of these sites is an expensive undertaking. Scavenging was carried on 
satisfactorily. This, town may be regarded as in a transition stage, as the opening out of the new trace 
of the road to Kandy, for which the land has been acquired, wiU completely alter its appearance.

’ (8) Kdaniya.—A great deal of time was devoted to the preparation of plans for the improvement 
of this town, hut further surveys and levels are required. The town was efficiently scavenged throughout 
the year. ’
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(9) Oampaha.—^This is the first town hr&ught under the Ordinance, and- is beguming- to give ,
encouraging results. Arrangements were made with the proprietors of lands for the opening up of the 
sections of road leading from the main circus to the Miriswatta road, Bazaar road, the station, and 
St. Mary’s church, and the work is progressing. A fine, new market was built, and the old temporary 
one was pulled down. The new one is verÿ popular with the people. An excellent pfiblic latrino. was 
bruit by the Sanitary Department, and a well is in course of construction. Further sections of the 
Miriswatta and Orutota roads were made up by the Public Works Department and provided wi^i 
concrete drains, which have now been linked up with the main drain under the railway line. The Rotunda 
in front of the station was completed, and now forms a spacious carriage stand. ' Scavenging was carried 
on satisfactorily, and conservancy will be started early in 1918. '  ^

(10) Veyangoda.—A  small piece of land was acquired for the extension of the market. A new 
fish market on an improved plan was built. An innovation was the erection of a small water supply 
consisting of a IJ  h.p. petrol or kerosine engine, which pumps water from a well built by the Sanitary 
Department into an elevated tank, from which it gravitates to the market hydrants, which enable the 
drains to be flushed, and to a standpipe, from which the pubhe may draw water. So far it  has proved 
very satisfactory, and has considerablj' added to the attractions of this already highly successful market. 
Scavenging was carried on as usual.

(11) Mirigarm.—The appearance and sanitation of this town were greatly improved during 1917 
by the completion of the Mugurugampola bazaar drains and the continuation of those running through 
Mirigama bazaar. This, coupled with the widening.of the road a t the latter bazaar and the erection by 
Mr. .Wijewardena of a very fine block of hygienic boutiques, has quite altered the aspect of this formerly 
squalid bazaar. A public well affording a supply of excellent drinking water and an up-to-date public 
latrine were erected by the Sanitary Department, and are highly appreciated by the people. Conservancy 
and scavenging were carried out most satisfactorily.

(12) Pugoda.—A section of drain was built on the District Road Committee road from Weke to 
Hanwella, and has greatly improved the appearance of the place. The usual scavenging was carried out.

(13) Avissawella.— Â fine public market was erected during the year. I t  includes two simple
markets for vegetables and fish, four boutiques, four meat stalls, a slaughter-house, and a  public latrine. 
When the other improvements in process of being carried out are finished, this market, will be a very 
valuable asset of the town. I t  has already had a marked influence on new private buildings,, whicli are - ’ 
much better planned^ and built than heretofore. Arrangements haVe also been made with' G overnm entÂ 
for a water supply for the town, half the cost of which is to be borne by the Board and half by irovbmmentji-.).:.' 
the waterworks being vested in the Board on completion. Scavenging was carried out throu^out the; i.- 
year, and conservancy will be started early in  1918. '''

(14) Pwmbpitiya.—The first instalment of the public markets was completed. I t  embraces' a.
large vegetable market, a  range of booths, and five boutiques. Built on what was formerly a swajayi'. 
it has greatly improved the appearance of the town. Up-to-date meat stalls and à small fish market 
■will be erected later as funds permit. A well was provided by the Sanitary Department. Scavenging. . 
was carried on as usual. , ’ . ' . ' .

(15) Hanwella.— Â small public market was put up and proved immediately successful.-' The
town was scavenged as usual. ' : . ■

(16) Waga.—A  small permanent market was ereeted, and has undoubtedly supplied a gieat -wanK . ,
(17) Padukta.—^The chief improvements of the year were the opening of a section of .Tthë cifcülax 

road leading to the resthouse and the building of the new girls’ school. Several good private buildings 
are springing up, and the little township is becoming quite attractive. The ■widening of the main *oads 
and the provision of built draios and the enlargement of the space in front of the, station -wiy;^pmplete' 
the transformation. Scavenging was carried out on a small scale as usual.. ÿ

(18) Kosgama.—^Funds are still very small, and operations have been confined to  the 's^ervision 
of the building and sanitary rules. As soon as possible a start -will be ihade with scavenging.

(19) Homagama.—^Land was acquired for a market site, and the buildings will be p u t up in 1918.
I t  is also proposed to provide a small pipe-bome water supply? Scavenging 'wfll ̂ a r t  frOni January, 1918.

(20) Piliyandara.—Land and buildings were acquired for widening the ¡road to Kesbewa and 
improving the market place, which continues to be well attended. The to-wn waiS provided -with a small 
water supply. Water is pumped by hand to an elevated tank, from which it gravitates to two standpipes 
and four hydrants, which admit of all the to'wn drams so far built being flushed efficiently. Regarded 
with suspicion a t first, thfe water ser'vice is now most popular, and might well be extended. No water- 
satdis charged at present. Scavenging and conservancy both continued to be efficiently pro-vided.

(21) Mount Lavinia.—^The fine new markets a t Dehiwala were completed, and have so far given 
satisfactory results, though not as good as were anticipated. When the new system of rOads which has 
been plaimed for this area is completed and when the present trade depression passes, it  is probable they 
■will be much more successful. The public latrine included in the market compound has proved a  great 
convenience to the public, and is admirably conserved. A block of land adjoining-the m arket was 
acquired in connection ■with the new road scheme. Scavenging was carried on as usual. . Conservancy 
was iutroduced, and is being rapidly made use of. Progress was made with the first section of the town 
plan, which is essential for the planning of a  proper system of roads.

* (22) Nugegoda.— T̂he triangular block of land in front of the railway station was acquired ■with
all the buildings standing on it. A plan has been prepared for the reclamation of this area, much of which 
is very low-lying, and'the erection of public markets. The town Was scavenged as usual. *

"(23) Weliicada-Nawcda.— Â fine site for a public market was acquired, and the erection of the 
bmldings was well in hand at the end of the year. A well and public latrine will also be supplied. This 
town was also scavenged throughout the year. t

(24) Eotte.—A  site for a market was acquired. Scavenging was carried on as usq,al. *
(25) Egoda Kolonnawa.—^Attention was coneentrated for the most part on the 'Wellampitiya

jimction, where steps are being taken to acquire land, 'widen the roads, and improve this awkward comer. 
Plans are also being prepared for roading the town. Scavenging went on as usual. ,

The foregoing brief summary of the year’s working shows th a t a considerable am ount of work was 
carried out during 1917. From January, 1918, all the to-wns bu t two will be scavenged. Six towns 
have now been provided 'with public latrines, and every endeavour is being made to make similar pro'vision

    
 



€ivn.}' WESTERN PROVINCE. A5

elsewhere. The cost of maintenance is, however, considerable, when the scanty revenues of some of 
î)he smaller towns are taken into account. The experience of the Board shows that it  is pseless to provide 
a public latrine unless it is so conserved as to be imobjectioimble. This can only be done by having a 
caretaker permanently on the spot. The ney  ̂latrines are a inarked improvement on the former types, 
being airy, weU lighted, and easily cleaned. ' .

The Board is under an obligation to tbe Municipal Council of Colombo for agreeing to allow a 
supply of Labugama water f6r domestic purposes for the use of the inhabitants of Waga and Hanwella 
on payment of a moderate charge. ■

SmaU though most of these small towns are, the amount of work involved in preparing improve­
ment plans and carTjdng them out is very considerable. The Senior Sanitary Officer has evinced a deep 
mterest ip all such proposals, and has been ever ready with advice and assistance. Mr. J. 0. Ebert, 
Superintendent of Minor Roads, Colombo, has devoted muchuDf his spare time to the preparation of toWn- 
planning schemes, and the successful operations a t Gampaha pre in a great measure due to his zeal, tact, 
and rare engineering ability. Mr._W. G. McCarthy has also been of great Service in the making of survej'^s 
and the taking of levels. The officers of the Public'Works Department have been mostJhelpful, and the 
drains built by tbeia, especially those a t Kochchikade and Piliyandara, are very satisfactory. The 
Government Agent’s Engineer, Mr. E, H. Bartholomeusz, had a very busy time, being engaged feeth 
in-the Colombo and Kalutara Districts. ■ . ,

IX.—Dooal BoaeDs. and Roap Committees.
Annexed to this report will be found appendices dealing -with the Local Boards of Negpmbo, 

Moratuwa, and Minnwangoda, the Ptovinoial Road Committee of the Western Province, and the District 
Road Copmuttee of Colombo.  ̂ -

X.—̂Village Teibunals.
The number of cases pending bn Januaiy, 1917, was civil 103, crim i^l 496. I3ie mstitutaons 

in the district during the year were civil 2,313, criminal 16)165, making a grand total of 2,416 Civil 
cases and 16,661 criminal cases to be disposed of. At the end of the year 71 civil cases and 444 crimihal 
cases were pending. , ^ ^

In 267 cases appeals were taken to the Government Agent, the judgment of the Rresidents being 
i^eh-AsidC in .38 only. Erom the Government Agent’s decisions there were 13 appeals to  the Gevemor 
,;.;in"I&eentiVe‘ Council, 2 of which succeeded. ithe number of cases amicably settled waS 2,614,

f',; : ' ' XI.—Dog Registeation.
. . There was a marked improvement, due to  better supervision a t the Kaohcheri, in the number of 

. .dogs registered during 1917, the number being 16,467, as against 15,437 in 1916. All the.koraleS TVere 
-visited by the dog seizeis, and 2,660 dogs were captured.
■ X II.—lEpIGATION, 
' • The following amounts were recovered during 1917

Amount recovered. 
Bs. c,

Amount spent 
Bs, 0.

1; Boralésgomùwa tank ;. , 85 86 115 40
■ 2i ‘ .Kadurugahà tank . 66 60 04 14
3. - Polgaha tank .. .. 75 15 45 0
4. Difanaga Pahala tank 50 63 48 0
5. Dikmaga Ihala tank '  ■ ■ 40 90 40 35
6. Kotugoda anieut - 287 76 415 0

W - 7̂  Peliy&igoda sluices - 9,92 .. 30 0

: , . Total . . 616 82 708 89

The balance to  ithe credit Di' the Irrigation Eine Etmd (minor wOtks) on December 31, 1917, 
was Bs. 1,530’ l l .  . ;4i •

\  XIII.— Land SAtHs,
The number of lots sold in the Colombo District during 1917 was lO, comprising 4 acres 2 roods 

and 28 petches, the amount realized ivas Rs. 1,04$'90, the average price per acre being Rs. 224'36.
Ten lots were Settled a t halfdmproved Vaine, the extent being 6 acres 1 rood and 31 perphCs, 

and the amount recovered Rs. 988 •70. ’ •
No oertificates of no claim by the Crown Were granted during the year.
The following return shows the extent of land purchased by Europeans and natives respectively 

in tbe Western Province during the year :—

Europeans i------
. Colombo and Negombo Districts 

Kalutara District ..

Natives •
Colombo and Negombo Districts 
Kalutara District,.

Total for the Western Province;— 
Colombo and Negombo Districts 
Kaintara District ..

No. of Bxtent. Amount*
Lots. A . B. P, Bs. e.

!! 3 ..' . 27 0 39 .. 8,878 83

3 27 0 39 8,878 83

. 10 . . • 4 2. 28 . . 1,048 90
, 1 . . 0 1 15 .. 34 20

11 5 0 3 / 1,083 1Ò

10 .. 4 2 28 .. 1,048 90
! 4 , . 27 2 14 .. 8,913, 3

14 32 1 2 9,961 93
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(&) Land  Acquisition.
The tol^l area of land acquired during the year for public purposes was 162 acres 1 rood and 

38’71 perches, of which 139 acres 2 roods and 32'60 perohes were acquired for Government purposes, 
18 acres 3 roods and 7*39 perches for the Sanitary Board, and the balance for the District School 
Committee, Provincial Road Committee, &c.

The more important Government acquisitions were for those undertaken in connection with 
the defences of Rockhouse Battery, the German Club, the Police Training School, Mahara Quariy, 
Avissawella water supply, and the deviation of the Kandy road a t  PeUyagoda.

XIV.— F̂orest Administration.
Thè forest revenue of the Province amounted to Rs. 34,924‘SC, as against Rs. 35,189'43 in 

1916-17, A sum of Rs. 1,257’99 was recovered by the Forest Department, and Rs. 142 by this Depart­
ment as compensation for timber felled illicitly.

Eleven eases were instituted by the Assistant Conservator of Forests, in which 18 persons were 
convicted and fined Rs. 418’ 61. In  addition to these, 17 other offences were reported by the Mudaliyars, 
10 of which were dealt with by departmental, fines and 3 by prosecutions in court, in all of which 
convictions were obtained, the. fines levied aggregating Rs. 35. In  4 cases the accused were not 

’known, and the timber was sold and realized Rs. 10’75.

X y .—P ublio W orks.* /  ̂ '
The following are'some of the more important works carried out in the Western Province by thet.^ 

Public Works Department during the yeqr :—
Renewing Clyde bridge.Hospital at Pimbura.

Bungalows for Government officers in Colombo. 
Additions and improvements to Government Obser­

vatory.
Water supply, Neboda hospital.
Additions, Pasyala police station.
Improvements to the Supreme Court buildings. 
Additions to Training College.

Renewing Minuwangoda bridge.
Renewnng St. Joseph’s street bridge, Negombo. 
Rebuilding Talpitiya bridge.
Drains at Panadure.
Drains at Mugurugampola bazaars.
Mirigama drainage.
Salgado Ward, Panadure hospital.

The following were in progress a t the end of the year :
New Merchants’ Ward, General Hospital.
Quarters for Religious Nursing Sisters, General 

Hospital.
Quarters for twelve European married sergeants.
Quarters fCr staff at new Lunatic Asylum, Angoda.
Quarters for Master Attendant, Colombo.

Elementary schools, Colombo. 
Tuberculosis Hospital, Kandana. 
Horana drains.
Veyangoda drainage.
Ja-ela drainage.
Koehchikade drainage'.

One of the most desirable works to  be taken up in the Inear future is the widening of tho 
Coloihbo-Avissawella road and the provision of built drains in the small towns and bazaars through 
which it passes. . » .

XVI.— R̂agama Camp. . .
Froih January to April, 1917, 945 coolies passed through the camp, 899 being tin  ticket coolies- 

Sinc$ April immigratioft via Tataparai and Ragama has been suspended. There was no cholera in th o . 
camp. Thè water service worked satisfactorily. The staff was greatly rëduced in consequence dî the 
stoppage of immigratiop. The canip was maintained in good condition, and was utiEzed';|^ August 
by Indian troops from the troopship “ Empress of India,” and again in October by A nn^i^ 'es and 
French officers from the ss. ‘1 Atlantique.” ' • "'î ',

XVII.—P olice.
The total number of complaints rose slightljiufrom 1,354 in  1916 to 1,385 in 1917. .. The number 

of true cases was 872, as against 815 in 1916. The increase in the number of true oases is comparatively 
smaU, when account is taken of the greater attention now paid by the police and the headmen to the 
reporting of crime and of the difficult times through which the poorer classes are passing.

In  the Colombo District burglary continues to head the list with 327 cases, of which 236 were 
lettered as true cases. 'Cattle stealing, as usual, comes next with 270 cases, of which 174 were considered 
to be true. The number of convictions (531 was larger than m 1916.
• '* Five gang robberies were reported in 1917. Thè offenders were brought to justice and convicted 

in three cases.
There were 35 casés of murder,' as against 37 in 1916 and 55 in 1915. None of them  was due to 

land disputes. , _ •
Traffic was better regulated, ahd the rules of the road enforced in the small towns and on the 

main roads. In 1916 the total number Of cases reported to  court by the poHce was 1,737, and 
convictions were obtained in 1,622 cases ; in 1917 2,285 case's were reported, and convictions obtained 
in 2,150 of these.

The headmen have worked very welLwith the police on the whole, and have received a large 
number of rewards from the Government Agent on the recommendation of the police.

The various poHce stations were well kept. A considerUble number of them were .visited by «the 
Government Agent.

I t  is proposed to open a police guard station on the Kandy road, near the 13th milepost, and 
this cannot fail to have a good effect upon this vicinity, which has for years past earned a b^d name 
for crime. - <

1 XVIII.-^-Excisb. •
During the year proposals were made for the abolition of eight arrack and ten toddy taverns, 

and the establishment of one new toddy tavern, and wfil probably result in a further redistribution 
of taverns during the next rent period. ‘

Steps have already been taken to introduce a scheme of focal option with regard to  foreign liquor 
taverns as recommended by the recent Excise Gommission.
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XIX.—Missoblaneotjs. ,
(a) dattle Branding.—Greater attention was paid to cattle branding, and a careful e:^amination 

of the registers was made a t the Kachcheri and more stringent directions issued to the headmen,-with 
the result that over 5,500 cattle were branded in excess of the number dealt with in the previous year. 
The amount of revenue collected was Rs. 3,018, whilst the Expenditure was Rs. 2,158'37.

(h) Laundries.—^Licenses were issued for 218 laundries for the calendar year 1917. ^During that 
pdfiod the Senior Sanitary OfBeer ihstituted 16 cases for using unlicensed premises; in 14 cases the 
accused were convicted.

(c) jDames.-'^Licehses were issued for 39 dairies. Fourteen prosecutions were instituted, in all 
of which convictions_were obtained.

(cZ) Laundrynien and Dairymen.—^Twhnty-six prosecutions were entered against dairymen and 
iau n d r^ en  during the year foi breach of rules.

(e) O^iitm.-^Fourteen new consumers and 7 vedaralas were registered* as compared with 10 and 
14, respectively, in  1916.' Seventy-three consumers are reported to haVe died'during the year.

(f) The question of the registration of burial grounds made considerable progress during the year. 
After the provision of a sufScient nufnber of burial grounds for the needs of the district, the trustees, 
managers, ajid proprietors were called on both by notice in the Gazette and by direct intimation to apply 
for registration in terms.of the by-laws. Applications were received and entertained in respect of most 
of these burial grounds, and pressure is being brought to bear to have the rest registered as soon as possible. 
Hereafter it will be illegal to bury outside a general cenletery Or a registered burial ground anywhere 
in the district.

(g) The Firearms Ordinance.—The new Firearms Ordinance, No. 33 of 1916, Came into operation 
on AprU 1, 1917. 2,477 licenses were issued in the Colombo District during 1917. The stamp duty 
thereon amounted to Rs. 10,386.

J. G. FRASER,
Colombo, February 26, 1918. /  Government Agent.

APPENDIX.

I.—REPORT ON THE WORKING OP THE LOCAL BOARD ' OF NEGOMBO FOR 1917.

A comparative statement of revenue and e;^penditure of the Local Board Of Negombo for the 
yeaas 1916 and 1917 is annexed :—

- .Revenue.
1916. 1917. 1 1916. 1917.

Rs. 0. Rs. c. -  ExpeNtuxueE. Rs, 0. Rs. e.
Taxes» • • . 21,939 .36 . .  21,778 22 Cost of administration . 3,781 4 . . 4,689 56
Licenses .Wsi; 14,233 50. . ,  16,352 75 Pensions 515 52 . 515 52
Rents . ifei y ;, 3,038 10 . .  3,396 40 Office contingencies 698 37 , 756 76
Fines . 1,506 50 49$ 0 Cost of audit 26$ 91 . $44 5
MiscelkneOfis . i. 6,747 79 . .  7,764 32 Legal expenses ' 630 0 .

.2,244 73Compensation on Govern- Revenue services 2,029- 22 .
ment buildings .611 40 621 90 jjSanitation 

Smallpox account
9,303 60 . 

213 26' ,
. 8,448 0 

231 38
48,076 65 49,411 69 Lighting 2,7l6 80 . 2,498 77

Balance on December 31 75,207 8 . 76,489 23 Police charges 138 61 . 202 80
• Public works 19,923 33 . 31,312 64

- Miscellaneous 6,681 84 . 404 64

46,794 SO 51,54$, 85
- Balance on December 31 76,489 23 .. 74,351 97’

" Total . .  123,283 73 125,900 82 Total .. 123,283 73 125,900 82

R evenue.
Tuires.-—TbPdecrease of revenue under property rates is due to the delay in the collection of the 

taxes for the last quarter of 1917, landowners deferring payment as long as they could owing to the 
depressed state of the money marhet. There Was an increase of Rs. 300 under commutation ta^, and 
a sn^all decrease under other ta3;es.

■ Aicejisea,—There has been a small increase under liquor, and a marked increase under carts and 
other licenses. "

Recife.—The increase in market rents looked forward to last year when the market was remodelled 
has been realized, the revenue under this head having increased by Rs. 270. There was also a small 
increase under other rents.

Fimes.—The decrease in fines is a satisfactory feature.
Miscellaneous.-^Th.e increase is due to the payment of a larger amount of interest by the Bank of 

Madras, the amount in fixed deposit having been increased, and to an increase in the amount of the 
conservancy and dirty water fees.
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E xpeïtditube.
Establishment.—^The increase is due to  the Board Jiaving to pay for the Sanitary Inspector, 

hitJierto paid by the Sanitary Department, and to  a contribution of Rs. 120 towards the salary of a 
clerk employed a t the Kachcheri for Local Board work.

Office Contingencies.—^The increase is due to the enhanced cost of printed forms.
Legai Expenses.—Hh&re was no expenditure under this head during the year.
Bevenue Services.—^The increase is due to  (1) the cost of dog collars, none having been procured 

ip, thé previous year ; (2) the payment of police tax  on Local Board buildings, not recovered previously ; 
and (3) an extrarexpenditure on cart plates.

Sanitation.—^The decrease is due to  a  reduction in the number of carts used in scavenging from 
5 to 4, and a corresponding decrease in cost, and also to the Board having secured the services of a cheaper 
contractor for the conservancy of latrines.

Smallpox.—^The increase of Rs. 20 is on account of the upkeep of buildings.
< Lighting.—^The decrease is due to a reduction in the number of lamps lighted, several burners

having been stolen during the year and not replaced.
 ̂ Police Charges.—^The increase is due to the Board having to  pay the cost of subsistence of a  vagrant

for the whole year.
Public Worhs, Maintenance.—^The decrease is due to the roads requiring less attention, owing to 

their having been put into thorough order the previous year.
New Works.—The amount under this head is made up as foUows :—

Drains
Acquisition for markets and streets 
Cost of erecting a latrine 
Cost of erecting a temporary pork stall

, _ Total .,

JRs. c.
2,796 50

15,444 22
'2-445 0

200 0

20,905 72

Sanitation.—^The scavenging of the town has been satisfactory, in spite of the reduction in 4li 
number of carts used. The conservancy of the latrines is better managed, and the-system of dry-eart 
latrines is being extended. A new latrine for males and females, consisting of twelve com partnj^t 
with A Conservancy lane leading to it-from iSea street, was erected a‘t  a cost of Rs. 2,445, and is workiagw^¿

Public Health.-— T̂he health of the town has been satisfactory. There was no epidemic of any kind
lighting.— T̂he lighting is Unsatisfactory, and to add to the difficulty of providing efficient lightinj 

by Jhéans of kerosine oil lanapS, the Board has had to contend with the loss of several brass oil containers 
Whichtìoidd not be'replaced Uwihg to the restriction of imports from England. A new device, by whic' 
oil containers are fixed to th e  lamp brackets and secUfed by means of a lock, invented by Herff
District Engineer, is now ih USe, and it is hoped will prevent further thefts. Three petrol íánips’ wói 
in hSe for some months, with SAtrifactory results, but OttC of them has been stolen recently,; The motrv 
for these thefts is apparently the rise in the price of biass. . .

T o m  Improvements,‘̂ 'th e  old cement conduit bpilt a t the expense of Govermnent t
drain fiood water from the Kamachchodai pond has been a constant .source of complaint o ^ - g  to i< 
unsatisfactory fall. I t  is nOw being rebuilt a t a cost of Rs. 6,500 on improved lines s u ^ s te d  b 
the Provincial Engineer, Wèstern Province, the work being carried oUt imder thè supervisión of tli 
District Engineer.

A sum of Rs. 15,444 WaS expended during the year on the acquisition of lands for thè' extensio 
of the market premises and the Widening of roads.'

The attitude n f  the leading residents towards town matters and the hearty co-operation of tl 
members of the BoardTn the matter of town improvements is very encouraging.

I t  was thought desirable to open up a tract of ground lying between Lewis place and Cemetei 
road, which has been neglected in respect of r o a d s . T h e  holdings were small, and the owners could n( 
be expected to give land free, but Mr. John H. Pereira, the member of that ward, has very generousl 
offered to pay for the land, which will be shortly acquired. This public-spirited offer was rivalled I 
Mr. John X. Fernando, anothèr taember of the Board, Who has offered as much of his land as will 1 
required for opening a road from the Chilaw road to lifain street.

A preliminary survey sboWing the line of the proposed road from the railway station, whic 
m il run parallel to Main street. Was made, and the owners through whose lands the road will run we]

■ interviewed. Mr. A. E. Rajapaksa^ Mudaliyar, one of the owners, led off by offering free his portio 
of land, and his good example has since been ioilowed by Messrs. J .  B. Jayaratna, D. Marcus Coongh 
C. S. de Croos, the trustees of Mariamma Kovil, Stephen B. Fernando, and Mrs. Jane Fernando, and it 
hoped that their action will encourage others to co-operate with the Board in carrying out tho scheme

Visit by the Governor.— Âu event of interest was the visit of His Excellency the Governor in  Juh 
His Excellency was accompanied by the Government Agent, who showed him roxmd the  town <anu 
explained the various schemes of improvement under contemplation.

Coast Erosion.—^The periodical erosion of the sea coast, which in 1915 washed aw ay the  road along 
the seashore, and which has .since been doing further damage,-was brought to the notice of Government 
by  the Government Agent, and has resulted, after a personal inspection by thè Governor, iU a sum of 
Rs.. 16,000 being voted from general revenue for ereetbag temporary groins, which, it successful, will 
be made permanent. The work will shortly be taken iit hand by the Public Works Department.

Fish Market.— T̂he fine 'new fish market built by the Roman Catholic Mission of Sea street has 
been completed, and is a great improvement on the old one, and supplies a long-felt want. I t  was formally 
opened by the Government Agent on January 30, 1918.
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Thoroughfares Ordinances.—A comparative statement of collection under tbe Road Ordinances, 
‘ Nos, 10 of 1861 and 31 of 1864, is annexed :■—

Comparative Statement showing the working of thè Thoroughfares Ordinances during 19>16 and 1917,

1, Pdpulation of local area by latest Census
2, Number of resident males by division o£6

lists liable to labour
3, Discharged obligation within local area by“

(а) Pa3nng single commutation
(б) Paying double commutation
(c) Xiabomring six days ,. „
(d) iiabouring twelve days

4, Total discharged obligation
5, Failed to dfecharge obligation within local

area, but otherwise accoimted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, &c.
(f) Paid or laboured elsewhere 
{g) Double entries
(h) Fined 
{i) Imprisoned 
(}') Deft local area

6, Total failed tc discharge obligation within
local area ., .,

: 7, Ugacooimted for .. "

1016.

Percent­
age on 
Number 
Under 

Head 2.

1917.

Percent* 
age on 

Number 
under 

Head 2.
i

12,960 ____ ___ 12,960 ____

— 3,966 — — 3,994 —

3,711 93-58 3,783 94-72
10 •26 44 1-10

—
«1 7i>l 93-83

—

a ft9.7 95-82

70 1-76 65 1-38
92 2-32 ¿6 1-36

1 8 •20 6 •16
5 •13 10 •26

____ _

70 1-76 40 1-01

9.d.R 6-17 J67 4-19
— 70 --- - 40 —

February 26, f.918.
■•■'Vrÿ ■ »

J . G, EHASEÎI, 
Chairman,

fTE^BEfQRT ON THE WORÉINO OF THB LOCAL BOARD OF BJORATOWA FOR 1M7.
f  ■ General.-—The policy of the Board decided on in Octobèr, 1914, was steadily pursued during 
1917» .The cadastral smrvey of a  portion of the town was completed, and was ftt onçe utdissed as a  guide 
in layin^idown street lines and in drawing up a scheme for reading this areâ. In this connection the 
Board Itó^thè advantage of the active cO-operation of Mr, P, M. Battle and Mr, C. P, de Silva* who devoted 
much t i i ^  to deciding on the street lines to be followed in respect of the €bHe road and fei suggesting 
improvements, A satisfactoiy piece of street widening was carried out a t  Charles placé, LunaWa, and steps 
were taken.; to extend the widening southwards.

Another feature ot the year was the extenàon Of the conservancy rules to  a  portion of MorattunuHa 
in connection with the eainpaiga against hookworm. The area previoVsly defili with in Uyana is now 
in a much more sanitary condition, the disgusting pig system of conservancy h a v i^  been abandoned. 
The public latrine a t MoratumuIIa built in 1916 was nfaintained in first cfess condition, and js now largely 
used. There has not been a single complaint in connection with it. The Board is taking steps to 
establish a similar latrine in üyana ; later ott other areas wfil he deelared “specified hreas,” and pubhc 
latrines constructed. A considerable improvement in the markets was carried out in 1917, » ,

prom the annexed comparative statement of revenue and expenditure of the Local Board of 
Moratuwa for the years 1916 and 1917, it Will be seen that the revenue for the year under reviewamownted 
to Rs. 53,110'44, as against Rs. 46,237*44 in the previous year

Comparative Statement Of Revenue aUd Expenditure of the Local Board of Jforafttwa
for the. Years 1916 and 1917*

Revenue. iniA 
Rs. e.

i m

Taxes
Licenses
Rents
Miscellaneous

»Deposits:—
Cc&itractor’s security money to be refunded 
Balance in bank on December 31 
Kachcheri balance on December 31

Total

31,165 95 31,530 76
7,134 75 7,7l6 75
3,523 86 3,911 6
4,422 88 9,951 57

46,237 44 63,110 14

1,046 62 685 a
20,000 0 30,800 0
13,633 0 10,464 99

80,917 6 94,950 13

9(i)18
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1916. 1917.£;XPENi)ITURE. Bs. c* Rs. 0.
Cost of admiaistration ' 9,683 89 10,267 40
Banitation . .  ■ 5,999 31 7,172 16
lighting 1,087 44 1,275 58
Public works.. 19,088 22 14,352 91
Miscellaneous 2,606 76 2,389 39
Education . . 580 0 640 0
Publie works chargeable to loan funds 35 65  ̂ ---

38,981 27 36,097 44
Refunds ,.. ,  , 680 80 1,147 50

•Deposit in Bank « . 30,800 0 37,032 0
Balance on December 31 10,454 99 20,673 19

Total . . 80,917 9 94,950 13

Revenue.
Taxes.—The increase under assessment tax was due to rdore rapid recoveries. There was a 

decrease of Rs. 165*50 under commutation tais, and an increase of Rs. 179‘75 under other taxes.
Licenses.—^The increase under other licenses was due to the larger number of premises licensed 

for the sale of vegetables.
Bents.—The decrease under rent of Rawatawatta house and garden, &o., is accounted for by the 

fact that the rent of house No. 52, Digarolla, which was included under this head in 1916, ceased to be 
collected in 1917 on its conversion into a pork market. The increase vmder markets was due to  the 
higher rate of rent obtained for the public markets a t Digarolla and Rawatawatta, and also to  the rent 
derived from one of the pork stalls leased for use as a vegetable boutique. ,

Miscellaneous.—The increase under conservancy was the result of the increase in the number of 
persons avaihng themselves of the dry-earth system. The ihcrease under sundries was due to  a rpfimd 
of Rs. 109 • 81, being unclaimed cost of stationery deposited with the Government Printer in June, 1913 ; 
to  a refund of Rs. 122 • 63, Ibeing unexpended balance of deposits made with the Director of Public Works 
for Local Board works-; and also to the sum of Rs. 350, being proceeds of sale of the materials comprising 
the old vegetable market a t Digarolla. Rs. 4,000 was received from Government as its moiety of the 
probable cost of an infectious diseases hospital.

E xpendittteb.
Gosi of Administration.—The increase under establishment was due partly to the annual increments 

in the emoluments of the staff, and partly to the Board having had to meet the bicycle allowance (in 
addition to the ealary, the payment of which began from October 1, 1916) of the Sanitary Inspector, 
previously paid by the Medical Department. ^

Sanitation.—^The increase rmder this head was due to the expenses iueurred on account ^f four 
cases of plague, and also to  the cost of purchasing a conservancy cart and a scavenging cart to  be kept 
in reserve for emergencies.

Public Worhs.—^The increase under maintenance of roads resulted from more extensivecx^airs 
having been effected. . c

Miscellaneous.—^There was no expenditure under markets, &c., as all the public markets were 
leased throughout the year. Rs. 100‘89 was paid as police rates on Local Board properties for the period 
1913 to  1917.

Sanitation.—The scavenging of the  town was done on contract, four scavenging carts being used, 
and was satisfactorily carried out. The diy-earth system of conservancy wasjsxtended to  portions of 
the villages of Uyana and MoratuniuUa, which had been duly declared “ specified areas ” under the 
by-laws re cesspits. In  these areas no “ pig latrines ” are permitted to be used. I t  is intended by degrees 
to bring the whole towh under the operations of these by-laws, and in this way, while greatly improving 
its general sanitary condition', to adopt the most effective means of combating and finally eradicating the 
hookworm decease.

- Public Health.—The state of the public health was,- as usual, far from satisfactoryr There were 
60 reported cases of enteric, 75 of continued fever, 28 of dyseptery, 44 of chiekenpox, 43 of measles, and 
5 cases of plague, all of which latter proved fatal. One case of plague was from outside Local Board limits.

Lighting.—^The lighting of the town was carried out departmentally, as in the previous year, 
and was efficiently and economically done. I t  was not, however, altogether adequate, as, owing to 
the frequent theftsK)f burners in 1916, it  was decided that only 29 lamps should be lighted. Five petrol 
lamps were substituted for kerosine oil lamps a t  important junctions, and these proved very satisfactory. 
At the end of the year provision was made for lighting 38 lamps during 1918. ^

Cadastral Survey.—A cadastral survey of a portion of Digarolla, Moratuwella, and Idam a, the 
first of its kind, comprising about 200 acres, was completed a t a  cost of Rs. 1,504. <’

Street lines .—Street lines were laid down in Uyana, and a t  the end of the year arrangements 
were in hand for laying down landmarks along the whole of Main street.

Acquisition of Land.—A piece of land near the Lunawa railway station was acquired fpr'the sum 
of Rs. 1,775 *50. A portion of this area has been utilized as a hackery stand, and the remainder has 
admitted of the widening out of the approach road to the station—a work in' which the Provincial Road 
Committee also participated by allowing the resthouse wall to be set back. This has greatly improved 
the appearance of this part of the town. <«

New Buildings.—A  slaughter-house for pigs, a pork market, and a  temporary vegetable market 
were constructed a t Digarolla a t a cost of Rs. 3,225.
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Latrines.—^The MoratumuUa latrine was maintained in good condition. Those a t Rawatawatta 
'and Digarolla markets are old fashioned, and should he replaced by a more modem type as soon as 
possible. Steps were taken for the acquisition of a site for a public ktrine a t Uyana.

Meetings.—^There were twelve ordinary meetings during the year. At the biennial election of 
Unofficial Members held on December 18,- 1917, the following members were elected to serve on the 
Board during the years 1918-19 :—Mr. G. M. Silva, for the. Rawatawatta Division ; D'r. H. J . Eemando, 
for the Moratumulla Division; and Mr. V, A. de Mel for the Moratuwella Divisipn. Messrs. P. C'. 
Fdhiando and C. P . de Silva retired from the Board.

A comparative statement showing the working of the Road Ordinances, Nos. 10. of 1801 and 
31 of 1864, is annexed :—

Comparative Statement shPwing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances during 1916 and 1917.

1916.

Percent­
age on 

Number 
■ under 

■ Head g.
1917.

Percenti-- 
age on 

Number 
Under 

Head 2,

_ 25,854 ---- v>— 25,854 —

— 7,090 — — 7,070 —

6,122 86'$4 .5,939 84-00
42 •59 91 1*27

—, — —
—

6,164 86*93 6,o8o $5*27

134 1'8$ 122 1-72
131 1*93 238 3*36
58 •81 157 2*22
8 • u 12 •16

—

337 4*75 529 7'4 t
589 8*28 511 7*227,

Population of local area by latest Census 
Number of resident males by division officers’ 

lists liable to labour
Discharged obligation within local area by—

(a) Faying single cominutstion 
.  (&) paying double coinmutatipn

(c) labouring six days
(d) pabou4ng twelve days . .

Total discharged ..
Failed to discharge obligation Within local area, 

Ijut otherwise-accounted for as- -̂
(e) Exempted oh account of age, &C- 
(/) Paid ot laboured elsewhere

. (g) Double entries .*
(Ä) pined ..  ■ . ,

'  (i) Imprisoned
lieit local area 

failed to discharge obligation within local 
,

Unaccoimted for

*Pebraary 26,1918.
J. a .  ERASER, 

Chairman.

HI.—BEPORT ON THE WORKING OF THE pOCAB BOARD OP MlNtTWANGODA
POR 1917.
EBViilitrE.

The revenue bf the Local Board of Mffiuwangoda for thh year 1917 amounted to Rs. 8,107'91, 
as against Rs. 7,816'63 in the year 1916, showing an'increase of Rs. 291'28, due to the highejr rent paid 
for the vegetable market and Local Board boutiques and better eoUeeti@ns<rf aiSsesslUent fax and road tax.

Licenses.-^The collections under this head amounted to Rs. 3,035, While those of A e  previous 
year were Rs. 3,492'50. This decrease of Rs. 457'50 was due to the fact that a sum of Rs. 550, being 
refund of stamp duty op aCcptint of liquor licenses for the financial year 1916-16, was twice credited by 
an error. (This amount had to be refunded towards the end of the year.

Bents.—Thu revenue ffour rents was Rs. 2,732'58, as against Rs. 1,871'21, being an increase of 
Es. 86l' 37, due to the higher rent paid for the vegetable market and Rocal Board boutiques.

Taxes.—The revenue realized under this head Was Rs. 2,087'68, while that of the previous year 
was Rs. 1,720'42. The increase pf Rs. 367'16 was mainly due to the more expeditious coUeotion of
assessment tax and road tax.

1
B JiFE ED irm iE.

. * BsiabZMjMewf.—Thee^enditureunderthisheadwasRs.8lO,asagainstRs.817*44intheprevious 
year, showing a decrease of Rs. 7'44. • »

Pnblie Wc^hs.—A sum of Bs. 3,500'26 was spent on public works during, the year.; Of this 
amount) a sum of Rs. 460 was spent in partitioning a part of the latrine for males for the use of females. 
A sum of* Rs. ^,235 was expended in opening a cross road, from the Veyangoda road to Diulapitiya 
road, through the lands acquired in 1915 and 1916. A site for a latrine for females was acquired at a 
cost of Rs. 444, and a Sum of Rs. 361'26 was spent on repairs to public buildings.

Lighting.~^The expenditure under this head was Rs. 531'61, while the amount expended in the 
previous year was Rs. 81 '35,. showing an increase of Rs.'450'26. This increase is due to the fact that 
throughout the year aU the street lamps were lighted till 10 p .m.
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Sanitation.—^The scavenging of the town and the conservancy of the latrines were carried on 
satisfaOtorily under the supervision of an overseer.

P iM ic  H ea lth .—The health of the town was satisfactory, there being only two cases of enteric 
fever and one case of measles.

Meetings.—^Ten ordinary meetings of the Board were held during the year, eight of which were 
j^resided over by the Government Agent, Western Province. One special meeting Was also convened 
to obtain the approval of the Board to the acquisition of a site for the proposed latrine for females.

The usual statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance is annexed :—

Comparative Statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances during' 1916 and 1917.

1916.

Percent­
age on 

Number 
under 

Head 2.

1917.

Percent­
age on 

Number 
under 

Head 2.

n
850 — — 900 —

378 — — 390 —

324 86-714 342 87-692
10 2-645 1 •256

—

834 QQ •
—

343
-

3 •793 2
C

•612
27 7*142 13 ,3-3 .

3 •793 6 l*538r.
2 •529 . 4 .. i:*025i

— — 1 t - '258 ,

36 9-257
'

26 6r6 -
— -  g 2-38 — 21 5-384,

1, Population of local area by latest Census 
2i Number of r^ident males by division officers’ 

lists hable to  laborer
3; Discharged obligation within local area by—

'(a) Paying single commutation 
ib), Paying double commutation' 
fc) Labouring six days 
\d) Labouring twelve days 

4. Total discharged obligation 
5* Failed to discharge ^ligati<m within local area, 

but otherwise accounted for as—
Je) Exempted on account of age, death,

to Work
([/) Paid Or laboured elsewhere 
ig) Double entries or entries by mistake 

F in ed .. 
li)  Imprisoned
(f) Left local area

6, Total ffdled to discharge obligation within local
area

7. DnacCOunted for , . .

February 20, 1918.
J . G. FRASER, , 

Chairmahi:,'

IV.-*REPOilT ON t h e  w o r k in g  o f  t h e  THOROtJGHFARES ORDINANCES
D17RING 1917.

w e s t e r n  PROVINCE.
Tb® Provihclal Roftd Cojhjhittee during 1917 consisted of the Chairman, the Hon. Mr. 'J. G. Fraser,

C.M.G.; the Provincial Engineer, Mr. A. E. Caldicott, imtil June, and Mr. J . G. Drieberg since th en ; 
Mr, G. W. Dickinson uhtil NovembeiTi and 3Hr. R. Gamier since th en ; Mr. G. S. Schneider; and 
Mr, J . E. Seneviratna.

A meeting of the Committee was held On Dedbmber 8 , at which estimates for the ensuing year 
were passed. At other times tho opinion of members was taken by the circulation of papers, 

e  ̂ In  accordance with the provisions of section 23 of Ordinance No. 10 of 1861, Messrs. W. R. Jansz 
and J. D. Philhps, Extra Office Assistants to  the Government Agent,, Western Province, were appointed 
Chairmen of the District Road Committee, Colombo, to act in that capacity in the absence of the 
Government Agent and the Assistant Government Agent.

Acting under the provisions of section 33 of Ordmance No. 10 of 1861, this Committee authorized 
the holding of an election on December 10, a t the Kalutara Kachcheri, for the purpose of electing a 
European Member for thO llistrict Road Committee tlrere, in place of Mr. W. G. Dickinson, who had 
resigned. As no candidate presented himself for election on tire day appointed, Mr. M. L. W. Wilkins, 
J.P., U.P.M., was nominated for the imespired term of the years 1917 and 1918.

The rents of ferry tblls in this Province, Vrhich Were sold previously for twelve months according 
to the Government financial year, were sold for Jfteen months, commenoing from October 1 , 1917, in 
order that in 1919 the period may coincide with the calendar year, which is the fimancial year of the Road 
Committees. The sale of the rents for the fifteen months realized a  sum of Rs. 12,004 • 25.

During the year the foUo'Wing votes were passed on account of the ferries, viz., Rs. 54 as 
compensation to the renter of the Kitulgahawatta ferry for the hire of a  canoe whilst the ferry beat was 
under repairs, Rs. 540 for repairs tp the ferry boat a t Kalawellawa, and Rs. 140 for repaves to  ‘che ferry 
boat at Rukgahatotapola.

The new Horana resthouse, the construction of which was given on contract last year, was 
completed and taken over on December 1, and was opened to the puhlio from that date. The materials 
of the old resthouse were sold by public auction and fetched a sum of Rs. 465; the site itself is to  be 
disposed of to the Sanitary Board and the Buddhist temple, ’
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The question of the acquisition of th.e site for the new resthiouse at Negombo was decided by the 
t Supreme Court, and early steps will be taken to prepare plans for this buüding, which is urgently needed, 
the present one being inconvenient and badly situated. As a preliminary step, the materials of the old 
building standing on the site were sold and realized Rs. 1,000.

A sum of Rs. 750 was voted for the acquisition of a building and a -strip of land adjoining the 
Kesbewa resthouse, and a sum of Rs. 3,000 for the acquisition of land for building a new resthouse a t 
Homagama, near the railway station, in place of the old resthouse a t Aturugiriya, which is several miles 
a-v̂ ay from this spot, and is not much frequented ny the public.

Sums of Rs, .800, Rs. 400, and Rs. 700 were passed fot improvements to the Ja-ela, Mirigama, and 
Henaratgoda resthouses during the year, and the other rèsthouses in the Province were kept in good repair. 
’ In connection with the widening of the apprpach roads to the Lunawa railway station, the 
Committee approved of the proposal of the Local Board of Moratuwa to shift back the boundary wall 
of the resthouse premises, the Board bearing the cost of re'-èrection.

The initial steps were taken to t»ring the oart road from Tummodara to Puwakpitiya under the 
provisions of the Branch Roads Ordinance. The application is now under considération by Government.

Licenses to seize cattle trespassing on the principal thoroughfares were issued to persons 
recommended by the Provincial Engineer and the Korale Mudaliyars. ‘

A statement of the revenue and expenditure of the Provincial Road Committee for 1917 is apneXOd. 
together with the report of the Chairman of the District Road Committee, Colombo  ̂'

Staterhent of Receipts and Expenditpre for the Year 1917.
Amount.

Revenue. Rs. c.
Balance on January I, 1917 ..  . .  '
Amount received from District Road Cottunittees oP 

account of tw6-thirds commutation for principal roads, ~
resthouses, & c.:—

(а) From Colombo District Road Committee . .  19,8l8 50
(б) From Kalutara district Road Cottomittee *. 8,681 75

Compensation by Government in lieu of tolls leyjed On 
minor roads . .  . .  . .  —

Government grant in aid of minor works . .
Resthouse collections:— ,  ,

(a) From Colombo District Road TJommittee . . 7,193 37
(5) From Kalutara District Ro&d Coifmaittee . .  4,255 64

Contributions from District Road Committees on aoeount 
of Provincial Road Committee establishment

(a) From Colombo District Road Committee , .  3,909 A
(6) From Kalutara District Road Committee . ,  l,4O0 0

Miscellaneous receipts :*— . _
Actual . .  . .  . ,  12,739 74
Deposits _ . .  • . .  . .  6,229 47

Total. 
Rs. c. 

49,638 83

28,4é4 25

30,248 0 
26,085 0

11,449 1

6.300 0

Total

18,969 21 

170,064 29

EXPENDITUBJ!.
Payments made from two-tbirds commutation during the 

year under the provisions of Ordinances Nos. 10 of 1861,
31 o f  1884, and 10 o f 1902 on  account of— '

( а )  Principal roads ., . .  -  — —
(h) Resthouses , .  . .  . .  — 28,434 25

Upkeep, repair, and improvement of resthouses from 
funds other than two-thirds commutation ..  — 9,283 27

Pay of resthoUse-keeperS • ♦ • • — 4,609 0
Provincial Road Committee’s establishment . .  — 6,899 70
Compensation by Government in lien of tolls remitted to>“--

{«) Colombo District Road Committee _ . .  24,562 0
(б) Kalutara District Road Committee . .  5^686 0

Government grant in aid of minor works remitted to- 
(a) Colombo District Road Committee 
(h) Kalutara District Road Committee

Miscellaneous charges :— ^
Actual 
Deposits

Balance on December 31,1917

30,248 0

18,359
7,666

26,925 0

3,124 6 
8,196 83

Total

- 11,320 89  
63,245 18

170,064 39

"Rtovincial RoadUomtaittee, 
Colombo, February 26, l9l8. J. G. FRASER, 

Chairman,

    
 



A  14 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [Part L

COLOMBO DISTRICT.
The District Road Committee oî Colombo consisted during 1917 of the Chairman, the Hon. Mr. •' 

J . G. Fraser, C.M.G. ; the Provincial Engineer, Mr. A. B. Caldieott, until June, and Mr. J . G. Drieberg 
since then ; and the following gentlemea :—Messrs. C. S. Jones, W. P. D. Vanderstraaten, A. L. R. 
Aserappa, and A. E. Rajapaksa, Mudaliyar.

During 19l7 a meeting of the Committee was held on December 18, at which the estimates of 
revepue and expenditure for tibe ensuing year were passed. The opinion of members was taken Ijy 
circulars at other times.

At the instance pf Mr. Farley Elford, .Superintendent of Ayr estate, the upkeep vote of Rs. 459 
for the maintœaixce of the Bope-Dambura road was raised by a supplementary vote to Rs. 1,000, Ayr 
and Weymouth estates contributing a like amount for the improvement of this road, in view of the heavy 
traffic passing oyer it. A sum of Rs. 24,840 was appropriated for necessary improvements to roads, 
repairs to wooden platform bridges, construction & new culverts, and drainage. A vote of Rs. 1,000 was 
sanctioned for acquiring land a t Radawana, for the purpose of widening thé main roads a t this jrmction.

licenses to  seize eattle trespassing on minor roads were issued to persons recommended by the 
Mudaliyars of the several korales, and action was also taken in all cases reported to the Committee of 
building without notice’along the minor roads. -

A comparative statement showing the working of the Ordinances during 1916 and 1917, and the 
statement of receipts and expenditure of the District Road Committee of Colombo for 1917, together 
with the report of the Superintendent of Minor Roads, are annexed :— *
Comparative Statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances during 1916 and 1917.

1916.

Percent­
age on 

Number 
under 

Head 2.
1917.

— 112,066 — — 110,178

— 130,860 — — 132,495

120,036
1,822

91-73-
1-39

122,914
1,910

C

— «
121,858 93-12

—

124,824

3,364
2,068
2,698

68
12

812

9J)02

2-56 
. 1-58

2-06
-04

-009
-62

6-87

2,268
1,866
2,601

46
21

870

7,671
—

1.
2.
S.

6,

7.

YopulaHon of lOoal area by latest Census 
Number of resident males by division officers’ 

repc*ted lial^le to  labour 
Dfecharged obligation within local area by—

(o) Paying single oommutatiou 
15) payingdouldeeonM»utatieH;
(c) Labouring siS days . .
(d) Labouring twelve days 

Total discharged obligation 
Failed to discharge obligation within local area,

but otherwise acooUhted for as—
(c) Exempted oh account of age, death, 

disqualification, or physical inab 
to W'Ork

{/) p aid  or laboured elsewhere
(g) Double entries or eijtries by mistake
(h) F in ed .. . .  
i*) Imprisoned 
(j) Left loe&l area

Total failed to discharge obligation within 
area

Dnaccoonted for . .

Percent­
age on 

Number 
xmder 

Head 2.

82.f.76
1*44

94-21

1-71
1-407
l t9 6

-003
-001
•oe

6-78

Statement of Receipts and Elxpenditure for the Year 1917.
R e v e n u e . R s . c.

Balance on January 1,1917 . .  . .  ' 3 5 , 6 1 3  18
Commhtation reaHzed in money . .  . .  . .  190,167 0
Compensation by Government in lieu of tolls levied on minQr-i’afeds.̂ y. ^. .24 ,S62 0
Government contribution in aid of minor works . .  . .  18,359 0
Miseellaneohs receipts:— ■ Rs. e.

Actual . .  . .  . .  4,733 26
Deposits . .  . • • • 6,546 20

Total . .
B x p Bììd it u EE,

Payment made on »ec'ount of principal roads and resthouses 
Amount expended on miner works 
Establishment and commission to divisioni officers

(a) Contribution on aCcoxmt Provincial Road Rs. c.
Committee estabiishmOnt . .  3,900 0

(5) Cost of District Road Committee establish­
ment . .  . .  . .  1 2 ,786  7

(c) Compiission to division of$cers . .  17,181 95

11,279 46 

279,980 64

51,017 67 
140,818 28

Miscellaneous chargés • 
Actual 
Deposits

Balanôe on December 31, 1Ô17

6,056 26 
6,528 90

Total

33,868 2

12,585 16 
41,691 51

279,980 64

District Road Committee, 
Colombo, February 26,1918.

J .  G. FRASER,
Chairman.
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R e p o r t  on Minor Roads in the Colombo and NegombO Districts for 1917.
[The total expenditure during the year'was Rs. 144,102; 58, of which Rs. 77,949'45 has been speht on the 

maintenance of roads, the balance Rs. 66,153‘13 being expended for the following services, viz., resthouses, 
bridges, culverts, improvements of roads, flood damages, and ferry boats.

[The total number of miles maintained was 267J, spread over 70 roads, of which 135J are tra»k metalled, 
128  ̂gravelled surface, and 4 miles bridle path.

She average cost per mile is as follows;—Track-metaUed roads, Rs. 375'47 ; gravelled surface, 
Ra 209'87 ; bridle path, Rs. 62‘50.

Bridges,—The amoimt voted under this head was Rs. 6,162 '15, of which a sum of Rs. 6,85$ *27 Was 
expended for the following works :—
’ (1) l ’or the construction of an iron bridge 16 feet span, of the public Works Department type, ojjtained

from the Government Factory, on masonry abutments. e
(2) For the construction of a wooden pile bridge 34 feet in length. ' <
(3) For repairs to the suspension bridge over Wak-oya,
(4) ' For the renewal of the wooden platforms of four bridges. Out of the balance of Rs.'$08'89, a sum

of Rs. Rs. 237 has been re-voted for expenditure during 1918. ' .
Cudverts.—^Asum of Rs. 364*94 -Was spent in constructing a brick masonry'culvert 16 feet by 4 feet 

by 4 feet, covered with cement concrete slabs.
Improvements to Èoads.-r—Of a sum of Rs. 37,985 voted for this purp.ose, Rs. 28,865‘.41 was expended 

on the improvement of thirty-three roads, leaving a balance of Rs. 8,219'59, of which Rs. ¿, 176'03 has b$en 
re^voted for expenditure during 1918. • ' ’

Blood Damages.—An expenditure of Rs. 20',749'95 'has been incurred on the foliowing works :—
(1) For the construction of eleven iron bridges of the Public Works Department tj^pe on masonry

abutments, viz., $ of 6 feet span, 8 of 8 feet span, 2 of 10 feet span, 2 Of 12 feet span, and 2 of 
14 feet span. . , .

(2) For the renewal of th e  wooden platforms pf ten bridges, . ‘ •
(3) For the construction of sixteen masonry Culverts of a permanent natttre. Viz., 1 of 14 feet by 2f$$t

by 2 feet, 3 of 16 feet by 2 feet by 2 feet, 3 of 16 feet by 3feetby 3 feet, 1 of 16feet by 4 feetby 3feet, 
* 5 of 16 feet by 4 feet by 4 feet, 1 of $0 feet by 2 feet by 18 feet, I of 20 feet by 2 feet by 2 f$et, and

1 of 20 feet by 3 feet by $ feet.
ĵ(4) For the improvement of twenty-one roads,
BesthoUses.—-A sum of Rs. 10,147 Was voted under this head, of which Rs. 9,9l9'87 was spent on the 

improvement jind upkeep repairs to eleven resthouses.
’ Ferry Boats.—^Repairs to Diggala ferry boat cOst a sUm of Rs. $99'69.

General.—The roads have been maintained in fair order, the limited amount apportioned having been 
economically distributed over the several roads in the Colombo and 'Negombo Districts. The traffic On some 
of thè more important roads, which form the chief outlets to the principal roads, and serve, as feeders to the 
Main line, Kelani Valley, and Negombo Railways, was, as usual, heavy. The funds at the disposal of the 

'District Road Committee do not, however, permit of increased expenditure, and it would be a great relief to the 
■Committee if some of the more important roads were handed over to  the Public Works Department.

, J. 0 . Ebert,
Superintendent of Minor Rpads.

REPORT ON THE KALTITARA DISTRICT EOB 1«I7.

I.—H.is’toB'v OE tab Year.
The year 1917 wqiS.m^Y^Uul. Generally speaking, it has been $, period of decline from tbo state 

of abounding prosperify]^ m ioa  inay be said to hare reached its zenith towards the end of 1916., Shis 
depression was most severely felt on the coast, where the principal industries' are connected with the 
produce of the coconut. The lew price of arraok seriously affected distilling and its subsidiary industries, 
upon which large numbers are more or less dependent. At the same time copra was for a latge part of 
the year practically unsaleable* * *

2. Inland the -villagers were better off, as there still employment to be had on-the estates, and 
during the first part of the year the plumbago industry was booming. T<> sum up the position, though the 
district is not so prosperous, as it was in 1916, there is no indication at present of a period of distress.

3. There were no big floods during the year, the rainfall being below the average, and no less 
than 50 inches less than in 1916. There was some further erosion by the sea at Alutgama, near the 
mouth of the Bentota river, but the inroads a t Panadure have not continued.

4. Considerable efforts were made by local committees to boom the War Loan, but without 
very great success. Two of the chief factors militating against larger contributions were the lack of 
ready money in the country, ahd the, absence of any facilities, such as exist a t home, enabling the small 
man^to invest.

\  5. Eight more Europeans went tp the front, bringing the total up to  67. Six Ceylonese also 
went on war service. Steady good work continued to be done by the local branch of the Queen Mary’s 
Needlework Guild.

6.1 Sessions Of the Supreme CoUrt were held both at Panadure and Kalutara in August and 
September,’the .^[on. the Chief Justice presiding. These were the first sessions held a t Panadure -within 
recent years. /

7. A campaign against hookworm in the villages was commenced, and very encouraging progress 
has be^n made.' Details of this will appear below under the head of Health and Sanitation.

A local association for the promotion of the Kalutara basket-'weaving industry was estabbshed 
in September, and has already made a gpod start. . , *
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9. There were the following official changes in 1917 :—
(1) The Police Magistrate of Kalutara, Mr. J. E. de Silva Suriyabandara, Gate Mudahyar, retired 

a t the end of February after forty-five years’ service under Government, and was succeeded 
by Mr. C. L. Wickremesinghe.

(2) Mr. ■ J. A. Maybin, Police Magistrate, Panadure, went home on war service in January, and 
was relieved by Mr. L. L. Hunter, Mr. Solomon Fernando being appointed Additional Police 
Magistrate, as Mr. Hunter had to give most of iris time to riot tax work in the «Colombo 
District. Mr. C. J. S. Pritchett took the place of these two officers from December 5.

(3) Mr. P. N. Banks left for war service in June, and his place was filled by Mr. C. E. Wedd as 
A ^iatant Superintendent of Police, Kalutara.

(4) Mr. F. W. Sproule succeeded Mr. A. P. Brohier as District Engineer, Kalutara, in March, and 
Mr. Moses de Silva relieved Mr. P. M. Battle, District Engineer, Panadure, in November.

(5) A Muhandiram was sanctioned for Rayigam korale, and Mr. J. D. Wickramanayaka was 
appointed from December 1. •

(6) The Kaohcberi Muhandiram, Mr. J . R. de Silva, had unfortunately to retire in October owing 
to ill-health.

I I .—CoNDiTioii o r  THE P e o p l e .

10. In  my last Administration Report a  short outline was given of the comparatively easy life
of the villager in this district under normal conditions. During the year under review there is no doubt 
tha t he has begun to feel the pinch of the war. The cost of necessaries has tended to rise, while at 
various points his sources of income have been curtailed. The decline in the price of arrack has decreased 
the numbers of trees leased for tapping and brought the rents down to a low figure. For copra and nuts 
there has latterly been little or no market. After a temporary boom in plumbago early in the year, 
which caused everybody to rush into the industry, the price fell, and all but the best mines began to 
close down. The local market for the villagers’ rubber gradually dwindled, till by the end of the year 
there was practically no sale. At the same time there does not appear to be a t present any indication 
of any real distress such as would justify the opening anywheré of relief works ; in fact, there does not 
appear to be any marked decrease in the price of labour. In  two villages near Panadure, whep the 
people had complained that they were hard up, publication was made in December that, with a  view to- ' 
helping any persons who were in want, work would be given on the roads a t a daily remuneration qi '25 
cents and a measure of rice per man, the equivalent of 45 to 50 cents. This is somewhat below the 
prevailing rate of wages, which is 60 to  80 cents, but stiU it would keep a man going, and there is no 
idoubt, should a period of real distress supervene, large numbers would be only too glad to  work forAuch, 
reinuneration. The publication was made as an experiment, and the result was not a single man applied 
for employment. ‘ ,•

11. With a view to safeguarding the people against such a time of distress, and also to increase’ 
the food supply in the coimtry, every effórt has been made to induce the people to cultivate as much, of 
their land as possible with grain, vegetables, yams, or other food products.. Though something has been 
done— f̂or example, in Rayigam korale 106 acres not hitherto so cultivated have been brought,pndeL. 
cultivation— t̂he results, on the whole, have been disappointing. This is due to  a variety of cakàe^) 
Through a period of extraordinary prosperity the villagers have many of. them got out of the habit bf ,t 
depending for their livelihood on what they coidd raise from the sod. High wages and light labour on' 
the rubber estates have been far more attractive than the more laborious and precarious cultiváítipn 
of food stuffs. Many other souisces of income have also been available, which have no doqbt spoilt the 
villager for a more laborious method of life. Chief amongst these has been the cultivation çf rubber 
by the villager himself. This has become a perfect craze, and, if nothing happens to check it, there is 
no doubt that in a few years it  wiU entirely supplant the cultivation of food. Hundreds of acres of flat 
owita land, which used to produce only food, have gone into rubber, and even extensive tracts of paddy 
fields are being similarly treated. I t  is needless to point out th a t many of the results of this tendency 
are bad. From the point of view of the rubber industry itself, the spread cÆ disease from these close- 
planted low-lying areas is distinctly a  source of danger, while the temptation for the villager to increase 
his output of latex by theft from the adjoining estate in many cases proves irresistible. This conversion 
of land, which should be cultivated for food, into rubber plantations further makes for idleness and 
the demoralization of the villager, resulting in the increase of crime, while the food supply of the whole 
community is seriously curtailed.
' ' 12. Another iU result is the still further restriction of land avaflable for cattle pasture, for which
these flat owita lands were very suitable. This is a most serious question if the cultivation of paddy and 
food stuffs is not to die out entirely. The Crown has in many villages parted by outright sale with all 
the land, and the present unfortunate state of affairs is that, whüe no real, use is made of 90 per cent, 
of this land, there is yet no area available, except a t prohibitive cost, for the urgently necessary purpose 
of communal pastures. The result is that the miserable half-starved and degenerate beasts wander 
about the country and are a nuisance to every one.

13. Another difficulty met with in endeavouring to increase the production of food is the habit 
of the people in planting up the whole of their gardens with permanent cultivation. Going through 
the OrcGnary native garden, especially near the coast, where the population is thickest, i t  appears to be ' 
the object of the owners to make every possible square yard produce a tree—coconut, arecanut, or jak. 
The result is the whole of the garden becomes a thick forest of trees, in which any other cultivation is 
impossible. In  many cases even the undergrowth is not cleared, so that, except in  the immediate 
vicinity of the dwellings, the garden is to all intents and purposes a jungle. There are miles of such gardens 
with only small patches here and there where any annual cultivation is possible. Closely oonneeted 
with this habit and another serious obstacle to any progress towards a better use o^ the land is the 
mischievous system of infinitesimal divided ownership. The more numerous the owners become,, the 
less use can be made of the land, and the more hopeless the position becomes.

14. Another source of danger to the villager arising from the development of the couptry in 
rubber is the extraordinarily high price of land produced by «the keen demand for rubber planting. The 
land shark is abroad everywhere, ready to snap up any bits of village land he can get : gardens, owitas, and
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even paddy fields, and these at once go into rubber. I  have not collected figures with regard to this, 
* but a considerable acreage must have passed during the last few years from the villager to outside 
capitalists.

15. I  have g@ne somewhat a t length into this question of production of food and of the use the 
villager makes of his land, because the subject appears to me Very closely bound up with the condition 
and welfare of the people.^ The present tendencies are making for the demoralization of the villager, 
that is, the peasant proprietor, wbo is, in an agricultural country, the backbone of the cornrhunity, and 
tlTe increase of the landless and labouring class. The best interests of the villager demand that he should 
learn to make a better use of his land, and give his first attention to producing food from it for his support.

, Food Supfly.
16. The question of food production has already been touched on. The staple food of the 

people is rice supplemented by jak and other fruit, yams, vegetables, dry grain, &c., and fish. tThe 
quantity of paddy produced in the district was about the same as in 1916, for although the acreage soVn 
was less, the yield was better. The yield of dry grain was less, as no Crown chenas were given in 1916. 
As pointed out last year, the, local yield of paddy gives less than half a bushel of rice per head of the 
population, so that by far the greater part of the rice cohsumed in the district has to be imported.

17. The price of rice has tended to rise, though the supply has always been sufifieient. The cost 
of all imported articles has increased. W ith'a view to prevent the undue enhancement of prices by the 
boutique-keepers, a proportional scale of charges has been worked oUt for each bazaar based on the 
current rates in Colombo. These were circulated weekly to the Mudaliyars, who were thus enabled to 
check inflation of prices in the outlying bazaars. The system has worked fairly well on the whole,

18. With regard to other articles of food, the local beef and mutton is very inferior stuff, and 
the supply of the latter scanty. Fowls and eggs are expensive. Jak fruit apd yams of various kinds, 
which are a great stand-by for the poorei classes, are cheap ahd plentiful. Bread and aerated Waters 
are becoming increasingly popular.

health and Sanitation.
19. The district has been fortunate in being free from serious epidemics. There have been no 

’bases- of cholera or smallpox. There was a small outbreak of plague in and around Beruwala, there 
b e i^  six cases in all, including a medical attendant employed in a post-mortem examination <m a plague 
case. A rat infection was proved to exist in the centre of the Beruwala bazaar, which is very crowded, 
besides being a considerable rice distributing centre. A more ideal focus for plague to spread from could

. sçarcely be found, and the fact that the'disease did not spread at aU but died out seems to prove that the 
■/eiimatic conditions of Beruwala are unfavourable to the spread of plague. The usual precautions were 
takeh> and an energetic rat-catching campaign started at once; but these measures would have availed 
little in such surroundings had climatic conditions been favourable to plague. There seems a little doubt 
as to whether the rat infection was introduced from Colombo or through the Customs direct from India.

20. The coast strip and portions of the interior, which have been well opened up, are not vôjy 
-malarial, though this fever is the prevailing one. Enteric is bad, and appears to be endemic.
: ■' '21. On the whole, the state of health of the district, though ho Worse than in former yeats, is
far from satisfactory, owing to the almost imiversal prevalence of anchylostomiasis. Censuses taken in 
twçiarge schools showed an infection of close upon 100 per cent. Early in-the year I  made a tour of the 
djsfflct with the Senior Sanitary Offieer to study the question Of an anti-hookworm eampaign in the 
tillages. We visited numbers of schools and found indications Of the disease almost universal amongst 
the children, and decided that a campaign çhould he started at once. FoUr villages were at first selected, 
and an attempt made to get all the people to put in latrines. This was most succes^ul, and this method 
of sanitation has been spread over the^ whole district. In some villages every household has its oWn 
latrine, in most over haff the people have complied with the instructions of their headmen, and by the 
end of tbe year dose upon 18,000 village latrines bad been constructed. Great credit is due for these 
results to the Korale Mudaliyars and some of their headmen, who have done eXçellent Work. The cBief 
difficulties have been encountered in water-logged places or areas liable to flood and along the coast, 
where the population is thickest, but these obstacles are gradually being overcome. Construction is 
still being contmued, and I  hope within a few months to have most of the villages in the district 
completely sanitated in this respect. If only this habit of using latrines can be induced in the people, 
and the prospects are distinctly hopeful,' the disease of hookworm will die out Without further measures. 
With this in view, special attention is being givmj to the children in the schoófe, a latrine for their use’ 
having been constructed this year in practically every Government school.

22. Endeavours were also made to educate the people by lantern lectures. Colonel PUrriu 
Norris, Director of the International Health Commission in the East, kindly lectured in English in 
Panadure and Kalutara, and lantern lectures in the vernacular were delivered at various centres in the 
district. As a sequel to the lecture at Panadure, a Committee of Public Health was formed by the 
leading residents, and arrangements begun to carry on an anti-hookworm eampaign of their own in 
Panadure. I  hope this movement will bear fruit.

23. Upon my invitation two attempts at treatment were made by tbe International Health 
Commission. The first, a t Eayigama, was not successful. Unfortunately just at that time tbe people 
bectane seriously alarmed by an extraordinary and mischievous rumour that the Government meant to 
poison the school children and hand over Ceylon to the Germans. As the villagers did not appear 
willing to take the treatment the dispensary was closed. A dispensary was again opened' in September 
at GOrakapola, just north of Panadure, and put in charge of an experienced and tactful dispenser. I t  
is situated plose to the residence of the Totamune Mudahyar, who has constantly visited it and rendered 
very valuable assistance. This attempt has been more successful than the first, in gaining the confidence 
of the people, and up to the end of the year the total number of treatments Was ff.38.

24. In  August the large new hospital at Pimbura was opened and satisfies a much-felt want. A 
new ward was added to the Panadure hospital by the generosity of Mr. M. M. Salgado, a leading resident 
of the town, and was opened in August. Another ward was also added to the Ingiriya hospital and one 
to Nehoda hospital.

9(i)18
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25. Good work has been done by the Inspectors of the Sanitary Department in  dealing with 
epidemic diseases, in pushing on the work of latrine construction, and also generally in  raising the' 
standard of sanitation in the villages. Five model wells have beep, constructed by the Sanitary Depart- 
ipent at various populous centres. The question of improving the water supply inHhe villages is a most 
ifnportant one, and very little has yet been done. I  hope it will be possible to make a start with it 
before long.

Agriculture and Industries. ,
26. - The Kalutara District is an agricultural one, and most of its industries depend upon the 

cultivation of the soil. The staple products are rubber, tea, coconuts, paddy, garden and chena produce, 
arrack, and plumbago. The most marked change is the continued increase of rubber, which is graduaHy 
supplanting other forms of cultivation. The extension of rubber planting over village gardens, owitas, 
and even paddy fields has already been mentioned. With larger owners cinnamon'and to a smaller 
extent coconuts and tea are giving place to rubber. The total area under rubber has risen during the 
year from 58,425 to 62,864 acres, and the total output increased by 15 per cent. The aereage under 
tea  and coconut has slightly decreased, as has also the output. For rubber and tea the year has not been 
a  bad one; for coconuts it has been disastrous, there being little or no sale of copra for a  great part 
the year. Added to  this was the low price of arrack, which is manufactured from coconut toddy.

27. The area sown with paddy was rather less.than in the preceding year, but the crops were 
fairly good. The grain is sown broadcast, and transplanting of paddy is not practised. In  any endeavours 
to  foster a more intensive cultivation of paddy, the competition of other more lucrative forms of employ­
ment is a formidable obstacle. An Agricultural Instructor has been appointed for the Province, and 
has given a good deal of instruction at various centres in the selection of seed paddy. There has been 
some increase in the area cultivated with vegetables and other garden and chena stuff, and the serious 
difficulties encountered have been already dealt with. Another trouble is the snails, which in places 
have increased enormously and have spread to most parts of the district. The difficulty is enhanced 
by the religious instincts of the people, which forbid them to destroy the pests. The village neat cattle 
are miseraWy small and ill-bred, but before any real improvement can be effected, the question of pasture 
grounds will have to be tackled. The health of cattle was good, as a whole, during the year, except for an 
outbreak of rinderpest, from which 189 animals died. This was worst in the north of Pasdun koralf- east.

28. La spite of the decline in general prosperity, there has been a considerable increase in Co­
operative Credit Societies, chiefiy owing to the interest taken in the movement by the Koralp Mudaliyars; 
The usefulness and activity of such institutions depends very largely upon the presence of some energetic 
moving spirit. Six societies have been formed during the year in Pasdun korale west and three in the 
totamunes, making a total of sixteen societies, with total funds amounting to Rs. 13,355 as compared 
with Rs. 8,792 in 1916. The progress made is distinctly promising, and should be still more rapid when 
normal conditions return after the war. ’ ;

29. The distilling industry employs latge numbers in the totamunes as tappers, or in the subsidiary 
industries of rope- and pol-m al^g. As alteady mentioned, this industry has been hard hit by the 
continoed low price of anaek. The tents- haye dropped, and the numbers employed have fallen, and

distillers Jmve lost heavfiy.  ̂ ■
3(h The number of people emplb^^d iu the plumbago industry varies very much with the price 

of plumbago. When the price is high, in addition to the larger pits worked by capitalists, numbers 
of smaller pits are opened by syndicates of villagers. These are aU stopped when the price gets lower. 
Early in the year the exceptional price oausod a boom, and produced a large output for the yeakpf 
nearly 6,000 tons. There is little doubt that-there are still considerable undeveloped mineral resohrces, 
especially in the south and east of the district.

31. Other minor village industries are the manufacture of jaggery from the kitul palm in the 
outlying villages, the making of bricks and tUes, lace-making, mat- and basket-weaving, and other 
minor artistic crafts. The Association for the promotion of the Kalutara Basket-weaving Industry 
has already been mentioned. Some of the most artistic forms of the weaving were in danger of dying 
out. The Association was therefore formed tb prevent the industry becoming extinct. A class has 
been started in Kalutara, which has a datl^y attendance of IS  or 20. Arrangements are being made 
with the Director of Education and the District School Committee to have the weaving taught in certain 
Government schools. The Association alsO acts as middleman for the workers, so as to enable them to 
dispose of their baskets a t a fair rate. Up to the time of writing over Rs. 500 worth of baskets have been 
taken over by the Association, and its Operations are growing. A local exhibition and sale has also 
been decided on.

IIt.--^El)tjpATIOK,
32. There are 245 Schools in the district, including 8 English and 2 Anglo-vemacular. Of 

these, 105 are Government schools, and the rest managed by the Buddhists and other Missionary bodies 
or by private individuals. Besides these^ there are one or two ochools which will shortly apply for 
recognition. The attendance at Government schools showed a considerable improvement on 1916, 
probably due largely to the dryness of the year, but possibly also partly to improved working of the 
Ordinance. School cases are now much mCrO promptly instituted and disposed of than formerly and 
constant arrears avoided, and this should tend to improve attendance. Omatta and Remuna schools, 
constructed to replace old temporary bujldings, were completed during the year, and an extension to 
Mawala school begim. In  connection with the anti-hookworm campaign described elsewhere in <thii 
report, it was resolved to construct a latrine for the use of the children in every Government school, 
and most of these had been completed by the end of the year. I t  was further resolved to  establish 
an infant school at Wadduwa, where there are large Government boys’ and girls’ schools existing. This 
is a distinct step forward, and will not only SCrve to  refieve the congestion in the two existing schools, 
but should result in considerable improvement in the standard of education given. '

33. The Muhammadans are, perhaps, the most backward commrmity in the, m atter of education. 
In the totamunes alone at least five more schools are required for the Muhammadans, if this community 
is to be a t all adequately provided for. I  am glad to say two new schools have been recently biiilt by 
the Muhammadans, and I  hope others will follow, and possibly the District School Committee may be
able to provide for one during the present year.
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34.
IV.—Crime, P olice, aed H eadmen.

There has been a decrease in the total reported crime of the district of over 8 per cent, as
compared with 1916. This decrease appears in both Kalutara and Panadure divisions. In  the Kalutara 
District this decrease appears in knife eases, nearly 30 per cent, burglary and robbery, while there is a 
considerable increase in homicide, and a slighter increase in grievous hurt, cattle stealing, and ordinary 
theft. I have no detailed figures for 1916 for comparison with the  Panadure district. I t  is always 
di^icult to analyse the causes of variations in crime, but the.cause of the marked decrease in the use of 
the knife may be that the people have not been so weU off, and therefore less was spent in drink.

35. Both Assistant Superintendents of Police have done excellent work, never sparing themselves 
ip their efforts to improve the efficiency of the force under their command and combat crime in a difficult 
district. The headmen, as a whole, have co-operated well with the Police, and large numbers of rewards 
have been earned. The headman system works well when the right stamp, of man can be obtained, 
and the headmen and policé co-operate.

36. in  consequence of four murders occurring within a small and Very criminal area near 
Beruwala without one of the offenders .being brought to justice, punitive police have been located in 
the villages of Ambepitiya,- Pinhena, and" a part of Dinagoda for six months from November. Most 
of the tax has been already collected, there being only ten defaulters, who have absconded. The 
punitive police is having an excellent effect, only one crime having since occurred in the area. There 
are one or two other localities, such as Dodangoda and Bondupitiya or Narawila, which badly want 
a dose of punitive police.

37. The supervision of habitual criminals, of whom there are no less than 276, has been fairly 
satisfactory. I t  is hoped that the frequent exercise by the District Court of the powers of sentenciag 
incorrigible criminals to terms of preventive detention to follow their imprisonment may in timé have some 
effect in reducing cr im e b y  ridding the district of th e  presence^f these scoundrels for longer periods at a time.

- V.—L ocal Goveeesibnt.
38. Some account Was given in iny last year’s report of thé urgept sanitary needs of the centres 

of population in the district, the exceeding scantiness of the available resources in the hands of the 
Local and Sanitary Boards to meet these needs, and the difficulties which beset any move in the direction 
of progress. Ona of the greatest of these was the general narrowness of main,̂  roads, where they run 
through, congested bazaars. Unless this undesirable state of affairs was definitely to be perpetuated, 
drains could not he laid along the bazaar until the rqad was widened, and the widening appeared so 

■ expensive as to deter the local body from attempting it. The method employed in the past to carry 
iput the widening of a street does not appear, when analysed, to be either scientific nor fair to the tax- 
‘pàÿing community. Which has to bear the cost. This method was by acquisition, full value being^paid 
^q r land taken, which, being a part of the fron tage, b a d  to  be p a id  fo r  a t  an exorbitant figuré. Besides 
"this, fu ll com pen sation  m ig h t h ave  to  be p a id , under the Ordinance, for the whole of the building, part 
only'of which was removed. When this was done, and the private owner had already received a hand­
some sum in compensation, the local authority proceeded to improve and widen the toad opposite his 
land, and put a considerable further sum into his pocket in the Shape of the enhanced valtte of his frontage, 
due to the improvements to the road. Under this system the private owner was practically paid fvfice 
oVer, and widening became altogether too expensive for the local authority to undertake. The faiïest 
principle appears to me to be that the private owner, provided he is left a buüdmg frontage, should give 
free^the land required for widening the road, the local authority recouping Only his expenses of rebuilding 
ohhùtting back his building. A start was made On theSe principles in the town of Horatta, and the whole 
of the bazaar widened out to a width of 50 feet. The people co-operated well in the matter with the 
Sanitary ®oard, with the result that this difficult problem has been solved at a modérate cost. Side 
drains and side walks with an average width of 9 to 10 feet on both sides of the road are now being 
constructed by the Public Works Department, and Horana bids fair to become a ffiodel bazaar,

39. .In Panadure the Beach road was widened, and a section of the old toad construeted upon
the same principles, nothing being paid for land. A beginning is now being made with the Kalutara 
South bazaar on similar lines, and, if successful, may be gradually carried right through. Por speh 
im p ro vem en t th e  co -opera tion  o f th e  fron tage  oWners is indispensable, and it is not aliVays easy to get 
them to look at the question from a broad point of view. A big scheme for a deviation over a mile 
long of the main road to avoid the PanadiiTé bazaar is in course of preparation as an improvement scheme 
under the Housing Ordinance. The survey has been completed and landmarks put in, and i t  is hoped 
to put the scheme definitely forward during the current year. » ,

40. Both in the interests of sanitation and also to promote the convenience of the public by 
relieving Congestion on the roadways the provision of public markets is an important matter, and in 
this direction there is considerable progress to report. At Neboda a site was acquired, and a market 
is under construction. At Tebuwana a fine site above flood level has been acquired in the centre of the 
bazaar, but construction awaits the raising of a loan, which, it is hoped, will be arranged next April. At 
Alutgama a site has been secured, part of it being acquired, and part of the market scheme wfil be put 
iu hand this year. Similarly, at KatukurUnda, Raiyagala, .Nalluruwa,' Bejnwala, and Wadduwa sites 
have either been acquired or are in process of acquisition, and construction of a portion a t least of a 
complete eventual scheme will be taken in hand shortly.

4\. The supervision of buildings under the Housing Ordinance is working well, and will effeetîyely 
prevent further congestion occurring within areas under the Local and Sanitary Boards. Outside 
siich areas all persons buüdmg on road frontages are asked to put their houses bâck to a buüding line 
25 feet from the centré of the road, and although some few evade doing so, the wishes of the authorities 
are respected in the great majority of cases. A law definitely enforcing this 25-foot rule is very desirable.

42, » With regard to other sanitary matters, the question of Water supply has had to  lie over, 
nothing having been done, except the construction of One or two model wellsr Sopie study has also 
been given to the question of adequate public and private latrines in Kalutara. The problem generally 
in towns is for several reasons touch more difScult than in the villages, and the state of affairs a t  present 
is far ffom satisfactory. The Code of hy-laws referred to in my last year’s report has unfortunately been 
delayed, but will, I  hope, cotoe into force early this year. More detaüed accounts of the Local and 
various Sanitary Board towns are annexed to this report.
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43. As noted i4 my last'year’s report, a large extension of the area under the Sanitary Board is 
y e ^  desirable» but owing to the conditions induced by the war, further extension has been recommended 
only.iû cases where sanitary control is so urgently necessary as to render its further postponement most 
prejudicial to the future sanitary welfare of the areas concerned. A considerable extension of the limits of 
Panadure small town and a Sanitary Board for Wadduwa have been approved from the beginning of 1918, 
and one or two-small further extensions will shortly be considered.

Village Committees. '
44. The sphere of administration of the "Village Committees in this district is a large one, and, 

on the whole, the system works well. 1'28| miles of gravelled cart road are maintained by the Committees, 
in whose charge are also two pubhc markets, seven Village Tribunal court-houses, and other smaller 
buildings. Besides the length of road referred to above, there are other natural roads and tracks awaiting 
development as iunds are available.- The usual procedure is for the villagers to do the earthwork, after 
which the Village Cornmittee imdertakes the construction of culverts and gravels the road. Land for 
these new roads is given free. The revenue of the Vülage Committees comes from commutation of the 
two do-ys’ labour called out under the Ordinance commuted at the rate of 50 cents. In  some -vQlages 
of Rayigam korale and Pasdun korale west the people come out for labour instead of commuting, and 
the roads get the benefit of considerably more labour than the commutation money would pay for.

45. The year under review was one of great activity, Rs. 54,798 in all was spent by the Committees, 
their balance ifi hand being reduced from Rs. 12,803 to Rs. 2,158. One mile of new road close to Panadure 
and 44 new crdverts and 3 bridges were constructed, and 43 bridges and 23 culverts were repaired. A site 
was acquired for a public market at Paiyagala. A start was made with the important work of clearing 
the channels leading into the Bolgoda lake of the indurii weed, which threatened to block them up 
altogether, to the great detriment of the adjoining tracts of paddy fields and the general drainage of the 
coimtjy. Over 5 miles of channels were cleared at a cost of Rs. 1,275. I t  is found th a t when once 
properly cut do-wn below the water level most of the induruvots and dies, and there is only a trifling re-growth.

46. The Presidents of the Village Tribunals did their work weU. The total number of oases 
was rqther less than  in 1916, but appeals increased by over 30 per cent. Most of these are from Rayfigam 
korale. From the totammies, though the volume of work is heaviest, came fewest appeals, probably 
because the Président is an officer of long experience. In  land and boundary disputes Presidehts are 
encouraged to -visit th e  spot whenever possible, and this procedure has had good results. A comparative 
statemeftt of Gansabhawa..funds in 1916 and 1917 is appended to this report.

VI.-^The W obkikg OB' Special Oedustakces.
(1 ) JRiot Damages Ordinance.

47. As recorded in my last year’s report, collections under this Ordinance were completed fòt" 
the district early in February.

(2) Waste Lands Ordinance. ■.>..
48. The Waste I,ands Ordinance Branch of the Land Department has not accomplished

duriug the year owing tO our being a elerlr short, but the Work done has been accurate and satisfactory. 
Ten nU'W notices have been got qut, and ten final orders published. Most of these notices concerned 
small reservations of land, which were Unclaimed. In  three notices claims were made and settled. 
No claims awaiting investigation Were outstanding at the end of the year.  ̂ '

3̂-1 Eiceis$ Ordinance. c
49. There was a  slight decrease in the conshmption of arrack during the year, about 3 per cent., 

probably to be accounted for by the fact tha t people were not quite so well off and so had less to  spend 
on drink. Foreign hquor also showed a large decrease compared with 1915-16. -On the other hand, 
there has been Un increase of about 65 per cent, in the consumption of toddy.

go. With regard to the distribution of taverns, one toddy and eight arrack taverns were closed 
from October, 19J7. The abolition of another nine arrack and five toddy taverns as from October of this 
year -will be eoncidered by the Advisory Board.

51. With regard to revenue, the figure for which the arrack rents for the period October, 1916, 
to September, 1917, was sold werC Rs. 90,000 higher than the figure realized for the period October,

.1915, to September, 1910, an increase of nearly 19 per cent. The toddy rents increased by  Rs. 12,000, 
or no less than 65 per cent., as compared with th e  Sales fot the previous period. Foreign liquor licenses 
also appreciated about 25 per cent. Further large increases appear for the period 1917-18, particulars 
of which -will appear in due course in this year’s report. 171 distillery licenses were given in 1917, as 
against 166 in 19J6. The contiUued low price of nrrack Will, I  hope, produce a material reduction of 
distilleries in the present year.

(4) Opium Ordinance.
52. The number of registered consumers Was decreased by deaths during the year from 2,325 to

2,268. There were five prosecutions under the Ordinance and three convictions. A t the beginning o f. 
the year there were 430 vedaralaS drawing opium, of whom three died during the y ea r.. The list was 
carefully revised, resulting in a reduction of the total amount issued by 3,090 grains, or about 4 per cent, 
of the total. Fourteen new vedaralas were given opium, entailing a total increase of 1,145 grains. The 
principle now adopted by the Opium Board is th a t an applicant, provided he is a capable vedarala and 
carrying on a bona fide practice, should not be refused opium. The list, however, needs careful consider­
ation and revision from time to time, in order to remove imworthy recipients, who are merely selling 
opium or eating it themselves. ,

(5) Registration Ordinance.
63. There is little to note -with regard to the working of th is Ordinance. Births increased by 

just under 8 per cent., and deaths by rather less than 3 | per cent., as compared with 1916. Marriages 
showed an increase of 6 per cent, over last year. There is stiU a  reluctance amongst the Muhammadans 
to register their marriages under the Ordinance.
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(6) Dog Begistration Ordinance,
' 54. The licensing of dogs shows a distinct improvement on 1916,6,388 being registered, as against
5,362, but, for reasons enlarged on in my last year’s report, s'till leaves much to be desired. Rabies was 
unfortunately more prevalent, probably because the year was an exceptionally dry one. Seventeen 
persona were reported as being bitten by mad dogs, of whom one was sent to Coonoor. 1,760 dogs were 
destroyed by the dog shooter, who was kept moving round to any places where rabies was reported, or 
ths dog nuisance found especially bad.

(7) Vehicles Ordinance.
55. The new Ordinance çame into effect from the beginning of the year, and there is not much 

to note in connection with its Working, The number of carts licensed increased slightly, and this was 
probably due to the better working of the Ordinance, licensing being commenced in December, 1916, 
instead of after the new year. A noteworthy feature is the increase of motor vehicles, 267 pajdng tax 
in 1917^as against 177 in the previous year. The increase of cars plying for hire is especially noticeable, 
numbers of these running as omnibuses along the roads running inland. This means of communication 
is very popular, and the running of omnibuses yields large profits. The worst of it is tha t these heavy 
vehicles are playing havoc with the roads, and the efficient regulation of their speed and loading is not 
a t all an easy matter.

(8) Volunteer Amendment Ordinance.
66. The Exemption Committee met twice, and papers were also circulated. Eleven total 

exemptions from mihtary service "were granted, and three for certain periods. Thete is nothing special 
to note in connection with the working of the Ordinance in this district.

V ll.—Lank and E obest AhMBsriSTEATiON.
57. There is still a keen demand for land, in spite of the conditions consequent oh the war. Only 

27 acres odd were sold by auction, the average price per acre being Rs. 323. This high figure is produced 
by the lack of supply to meet the demand. A block of 101 acres was leased to Vogan estate. A few small 
occupied lots were settled. Numbers of other surveyed applications were held over pending the receipt 
of fu^her instructions regarding leases. In  aU 557 applications were received in 1917, of which 342 were 
after consideration refused, and 120 forwarded to the Surveyor-General. These latter were nearly all 
for small pieces.
> 58. Where Grown fields or deniyas exist, the villagers have been encouraged to take up as many
■ of these as possible on annual leases a t the usual Rs. 2 a bushel'. Besides thèse, and with a view to 
increasing the psoduction oi food stuffs, an experiment Was sanctioned, on my recommendation, in the 
leasing of 150 small lots of land on special terms. These were designed to combat, if possible, the 

• : tendencies which render the ordinary "^lagers’ gardens so improductive of food crops. The rent is 
made as small as possible, but possession of the land is made conditional on its being properly cultivated 
every year. To prevent its growing up into the traditional jungle of coconut, arecauut, jak, and other 

jitrees, no permanent cultivation is allowed, nor the planting of rubber, though the applicant may, if he 
??to11, erect a house upon it. The lease is to run, in the first instance, for seven years. Lands are now 
being leased under this system, aUd though not much alacrity is being shown a t first in taking them up, 
it is hoped that little by little the new system will catch on and prove a success. If it does so, it may 
prove the thin end of the wedge in the introduction of a better system of cultivation pf high land amongst 
the-villagers;

’ 59. Eourlots of land were leased for plumbago miffing under General-Order 732. In  one ease 
exeeedmgly keen competition sent up the premium on the lease of a block of little more than an acre 
in extent to  just over Rs. 10,000. Numerous applications for leases or prospecting licensee under the 
special conditions outlined in new General Order 721 of May 22, 1917, were received and 38 private 
surveys in all have come in, but up to date no further definite ffistructiOnshave beenreccived on the subject. 
Twelve prospecting licenses on land bought from the Crovm "Without miffing rights have been issued 
during the year.

60. In all twelve acquisitions of private laud for various-public purposes were made during the 
year, the total cost amounting to Rs. 15,160.

61. 182 cases of illicit clearing and felling of timber ahd digging for plumbago on Crown land were 
reported, and 88 prosecutions put in. Rs. 662 was realized by sale of illicitly felled timber, and Rs. 1,625 
in fines. Forest revenue for the year amounted to Rs. 16,581, as against Rs. 17,000 Odd in 1916. No 
important operations were tmdertaken by the Forest Department. - I t  may be added that there ib an 
annual and increasing export of timber from the mouth of the Kalu-ganga, especially of lunumidella, 
which, I  believe, commands a high price in India.

Y III.—I ebxgatîon.
. 62'. There is very little irrigation from tanks in the district, as the rainfall is abundant and 

comparatively evenly .distributed throughout the year. The offiy major irrigation work is the Nikatu-ela, 
near Kalutara, which was maintained, as usual, from a small water-rate. There are six village tanks in 
Rayigam korale, which are in good order. Repairs to tUro of them were completed in 1917 a t the expense 
of the fieldowners.

63. The clearing of the inâuru weed has aheady been mentioned in describing the work of the 
Vilhbge Committees. These operations have much benefited the paddy fields along the channels, enabling 
some tracts not cultivated for years to be sown. As noted in my last year’s report, the improvement 
and opening up of these old channels all along the coast is a  question which would repay careful investiga­
tion by â gompetent irrigation officer. If this were done, there is no doubt the drainage of the country 
could be much mproved, and abo further land a t present too water-logged to .make any use of rendered 
available for paddy cultivation.

IX.— P̂ublic Woeks.
’64. The public works completed during the year included the new Pimbura hospital, and extensions 

and improvements to Neboda and Ingiriya hospitals, the Talpitiya and Clyde bridges, the widening of 
Katukurunda-Nagoda, Panadure*Nambapana, and Padukka-Bope roads, and other smaller works.

    
 



A 22 CIÎYLON ABMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [P^T  L

65. Amongst tUe public works in progress a t the end of the year were the Horana eirains and 
side walks already alluded to, the construction of the Agalawatta-Badufehya road, the widening of the 
Nagoda-'Matugalua road,, the extension of the Land Registry building a t Kalutara, the improremeht of 
the^toguruwatota ferry, and other works. A ferry boafris.under construction for the Veralugastotapola 
alias Froceater feiry, but has not yet been delinrered.

66. I  would here note the marked improvement there has been in the principal roads of the 
Kalutara Ihstriot since the appointment of Mr. F. W. Sproule as District Engineer, numbers of bad 
comers and hairoy^ places being widened out, the surfaces generally of the roads improved, and all works 
in hand pushed on with very creditable despatch.

67. Tfie public works most urgently needed may be summarized as follows ;—
(а) Wator StippKes : Kalutara first, then Panadure and other towns.
(б) A new Police Court for Panadure.
(c) The extension or rebuilding of Kalutara hospital.
(d) Qmriers for Government Officers,—^The Office Assistant, K alu tara; the Police Magistrates, 

PanadUie and K alutara; and the Assistant Superintendent of Pohce, Panadure; also the 
District Medical Officers who are not already provided with quarters.

{e) Roods.'—The fest 4 miles of the Agalawatta-BadureUya road have been taken up and work is 
nearing Completion. The remainder of this road and the bridge a t the far end of it requh'e 
to  be constructed. The next work for consideration was the completion of the road from 
■Govinna to  the river and on to  join the Anguruwatota-Horana road a t  Bellapitiya with s, 
f e i ^  over the Kalu-ganga. There is an item of Rs. 30,000 in the 1917-18 Supply Bill for 
this road, bu t work has not yet commenced. The next road on the fist to  be taken over by 
the Public Works Department is the Horana-Talagala road. Other urgent works on main 
roads are the improvement of a number of dangerous comers, a list of which is submitted 
annually for consideration, and the widening and draining of roads running through bazaars.

(/) Furthat improvements to Kalutara and Panadure railway stations are still required.

The Kachelieri, 
Kalutara, Maroti 4,1918.

0. V. BRAYNE, 
Assistant Government Agent.

Annexures. <
I.—^Revenue and* Expenditure.

The following statements of revenue and expenditure show roughly how the year 1917 compares 
with the preceding yCa?

Bevenue.

Exclusive o | Land Sales
Land Sales

Total

1915-16. 
Rs. c.

287,976 32 
244,566 82

532,543 1 4

1916-17.
. Rs. c.

496,732 37 
20,142 86

516,875 23

Decrease of Rs. 15,667'91.
Land sales were generally discontinued subsequently to August, 1916. c
Amounts due to  account of arrack and toll rents, Kalutara District, have been recovered and 

credited at the Colombo Kuchcheri, as per particulars below :— *
1015-16. 1916-17.
Rs, c. Rs. c.

Arrack Rents . .  . .  560,889 08 . .  331,383 32
Toll Rents . .  . . -  13,564 0 . .  9,025 4

Total 574,453 98 340,408 36

Decrease of Rs. 234,045' 62.
 ̂ These amounts are not included in the revenue of the Kalutara District, as they are paid into the 

Colombo Kachcheri.
The revenue from the Rerawala Customs is as follows

Customs 
Port Dues

Total

/1915-16.
Rs. c.

70,890 22 
4,836 7 5

75,726 97

1916-17.
Rs. c.

58,352 6
4,480 61

62„S32 67

Decrease of Rs. 12,894' 30 due to scarcity of vessels and high freight ruling during the year. 
The revenue recovered by the sale of opium is as follows

1915-16. 1916-17.
Rs. c. Rs. o.

41,635 88 . .  39,682 0
Decrease of Rs. 1,953'88.

Expenditure.
1915-16. 1916-17.
Rs. o. Rs. c.

38,891 21 . .  40,888 92
Increase of Rs. 1,997*71.
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II.—^Return of GansabEawa Funds for tbe Calendar Year 1917.

A 23

Heads of Deposit.
Balance on 

December 31, 
. 1916.

Receipts 
during tbe 

Calendar Year 
1917.

Total.
Payments 
during tbe 

Calendar Year 
1917.

Balance on 
December 31, 

1917.

«
Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. e. Rs. e. Rs. 0 .

Kalutara and Panadure Totamunes ... 
RayigarU Korale . .
Pasdiin Korale East . .
Pasdtm Korale W est..

6,307 46 
3,604 49 
1,754 96 
1,236 26

19,100 11 
12,360 11 
6,379 62 
6,314 50

25,407 57 
15,864 60 
8,134 47 
7,550 75

24,964 21 
16,817 11 
7,384 52 
6,642 62

453 36 
47 49 

749 95 
908 13

Total . . 12,803 1 6 44,154 24 56,957 39 64,798 46 2,158 93

Return of Gansabbawa Funds for tbe Calendar Year 1916.

Heads of Deposit.
Ralance on 

December 31, 
1915.

Receipts 
during tbe 

Calendar Year 
1916.

Total.
Payments 
during tbe 

Calendar Year 
19IA

Balance on 
December 81, 

1916.

Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs, c. 'Rs. c. Rs. e.

Kalutara and Panadure TotaibUnes .. 
Ra3Ûgam Korale 
Pasdun Korale Bast . .
Pasdur?Korale W est.. ' ..

4,970 17 
3,42é 18 
1,230 60 
1,196 34

21,648 66 
12,144 94 
5,722 4 
5,541 85

26,518 73 
15,571 12 

6,902 64 
6,738 19

20,211 27 
12,066 63 
5,197 69 
5,501 94

6,307 46 
3,604 49 
1,754 95 
1,236 25

• Total .. 10,823 29 44,957 39 55,780 68 42,977 53' 12,803 U

APPENDIX.

I.—REPORT THE ROOAL BOARD OF KALUTARA FOR 1917.
TflE'Local Board of Kalutara during the year 1917 consisted of the following, Viz.:—^The Assistant 

Govemmeat Agent, Chairman; Mr. F. W. Sproule, District Engineer; Dr. F. R.'4dles, Medical Officer; 
and three Unofficial Members, namely, Messrs. Ji Aloysiug Fernando,. Clement P. Wijeratne, and 
Arthur de Abrew. •

2. ‘ Eleven meetings of the Board were held during the year, and they were fairly weH attended.
3. A statement of revenue and expenditure of tbe Board for tbe years 1916 and 1917 is annexed

R® VENUE.
Taxes ' . .  
Licenses ..
Rents 
Fines ., 
Miscellaneous

Advances repaid 
Deposits

Bess amount received in 
, ' 1 9 1 8

Total

1916. 
Rs. c. 

18,586 71 
9,137 0 
2,704 90 

558 0 
3,296 72

1917. 
Rs. e.

21.880 52 
. .  9,729 60 

2,734 60 
346 25 

. .  1,928 91

ExvENDiruUte. 
Cost of administration 
Sanitation 
Lighting 
Police
Public works 
Miscellaneous 
Special expenditure

1916. 
RS. V.

. .  4,470 80 . 

. .  9,405 20 . 

. .  8,386 41 .

.' 12,379 51 ' 
693 81 . 
545 33 .

1917. 
Es. 0. 

. 6,623 42 

. 9,017 24 

. 3,460 51 
13 »0 

9,620 81 
. 1,729 99 
. 4,600 034,232 33 .. 36,619 78 

928 34 
659 0  

. 14,321 20
42 50 

10,9$9 57 Advances * 
Deposits Withdrawn 
Balance carried over

30,880 6 
113 14 .

33,964 97 
3,334 4* 

284 0 
11,200 3145,314 40 52,528 32 . .  14,321 20 !

. 3,745 &

45,314 40 48,783 32 Total . .  45,314 40 48,783 32

* Including War Loan Rs, 2,850.

4. ^There has been a general increase in tbe revenue of the Board for the year under review, 
recoveries under Sie fôllowiug taxes, viz., assessment, commutation, conservancy, vehicles, and animals, 
a large recovery on refund of stamp duty on licenses, and increases in market and other rents.

5. Several minor improvements were effected to the roads and drains of the town ; another 
half aer8 or so Was reclaimed of the Kompaniw'ela swamp by tbe dumping of tbe town rubbish ; a much- 
needed stand for hackeries was ipade opposite the Kalutara South railway station, and the Police are 
thereby able to keep the hackeries within it, and avoid confusion whenever g, train arrives.
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The folioim g statement show® the number of cases of infectious diseases reported during the 
years 1916 and 1917

1916. 1917. 1916. 1917
CMckenpox . .  27 ' . 27 Enteric fever 10 . 13
Measles . . 2 . 2 Dysentery — 1
Hague . . —• 1

Exeept for one case of plague, the town was free from dangerous epidemic diseases, such as plague and 
smallpox, which usually cost a good deal to stamp out.

7. The following services, viz., conservancy and lighting, were given out on contract, as usual.
8. The Board continued to defray the expenses of the two Vagrants sent to the Vagrants Home 

HI Colomfeo. Owing ho- the recurrent ¡expense entailed, no further vagrants have been sent to the Home. 
Kalutara appears to be a place beloved of beggars, who increase and abound here, but the problem of 
dealing adequately with this nuisance is one beyond the resources of a small body like the Local Board.

Local Board Ofl&ce, 
Kalutara, March 4, 1918.

C. V. BRÄYNE, ‘ 
Chairman.

II.—RBPORT o n  t h e  WOEIONG o f  t h e  t h o r o u g h f a r e s  o r d in a n c e s  d u r in g  1917.
ifHB District Road Committee during 1917 consisted of the Assistant Government Agent as 

Chahmajii; the District Engineer, K alu tara ; and foyr Unofficial Members, viz., Mr. W. G. Dickinson, 
European Member; Mr. W. H. Hepponstall, Burgher Member; Mr. J . Aloysius Fernando, Native 
Member; and Mr. J . Ferguson, Additional Member. Mr. W. G. Dickinson, the European Member, 
having left the Island in October, was succeeded by Mr. L. M. W. Wilkins.

3» Mr. L. A. Perera, the Head Clerk, was promoted as Second Clerk of the Provincial Road 
Comnlittee, Colpmbo, in October, and was succeeded by Mr. Francis S. de Sdva, the . Second Clerk. 
Mr. H. P. Gunatilaka from the Head Office succeeded Mr. Francis S. de Silva as Second Clerk.

$. Three meetings of the Committee were held during the year. For other works the sanction 
and ap|>roval of members was taken by circulation of papers;

4. Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances in 1917 as compared . 
with 19J6:— ' .

1.
2 .

3.

4.
5. -

Population, of local area by late&t Census 
Number of resident males by division officers’ 

lists liable to labour
Discharged obligation within local area by- 

¿a) Paying single Commutation 
(6) Paying double commutation
(c) Labouring six days
(d) Labouring twelve days 

Total discharged obligation 
Failed to disehaa:ge obligation within Ideal

area, but otherwise accotmted for as—r
(e) Exempted on account of age, death

disuualidcation, or physical 
inability to work 

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 
(ff) Double entries or entries by mistake 
(h) Fined . .  '
(*) Imprisoned 
(j) Left local area 

Total failed to discharge obligation within 
local area 

Unaccounted for

1916.
Peicentage 
on Number 

iiu4er Head 2.
1917.

Percentage
on

under Head'^»

2 2 8 ,9 8 9 — ■ — -228 ,989

6 1 ,249 —  - . — 6 2 ,9 8 9 —

5 5 ,8 3 8
909

- 9 1 -1 6
1 -4 8

• 5 7 ,9 6 0
608

92-01
. ' - 96

1

5 6 ,7 4 8 9 2 -6 6
—

5 8 ,6 6 8 9 2 -9 8

1 ,0 6 0
918

1 ,0 3 8
6

5 6 ^

4,501

3 -2 0  
. 1 - 4 9  

1 - 6 9  
-0 0 9  
-01 
-9 2

7 - 3 4

2, 1 X6
842
996

1
10

4 5 7  _

4 ,4 2 1

3 -3 5
1 -3 3
1 -5 7

-001
-01
-7 2

7-01

♦- '
~

5. From the above statement it will be seep, that there is an increase of 1,740 in the number of
men liable and of 1,815 ip the number of persons Who have discharged their liability as compared with 
1916. Ten defaulters were sent to jail, out of 195 arrested and produced before me ; of the 10 men sent 
to jail, 5 were released on payment of fine, and 1 iii^n was discharged owing to ill-health. Out of 
62,989 men in the divisiofi officers’ lists, only 457 remain unaccounted for. On the whole, the results are 
satisfactory. '  <

6. A statement of revenue and expenditure for the year is annexed. I t  is hoped to expend the
greater part of the large balance during the year 1918 on permanent improvements to  roads which are 
badly needed. For this purpose steps are being taken to classify the roads as A, B, or C roads,^ according 
to their importance and the volume of traffic they carry. More money can then be pu t on to the 
maintenance of the more important roads, and better results may be expected. <

7. One reason for the accumulated balance has been the high cost of bridging materials, which 
has made the Committee hesitate to undertake a programme of converting plank bridges into permanent 
iron ones, an improvement which is badly needed. In fact, the Committee had during the year to pay 
Rs. 150 in compensation to the owirer of a horse which came to grief owing to an unnoticed rotten plank
in  one of tkese p lank  bri<igo.9.

    
 



Cmi-.] WESTERli PROVINCE. (KALUPARA.)

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year 1917.
Expendittjbe.

Payment made on accoimt of principal 
roads and resthouses 

Amoimt expended on minor Works in 
rnoney

Establi^iment and commission to divi­
sion officers:—

(а) Contribution on account Pro­
vincial Road Committee 
establishment

(б) Cost of District Road Com­
mittee establishment

(c) Commission to division officers 
Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31,1917

Total

REVEiTOE. Rs. <?.
Balance on January 1, 1917 16,431 12
Commutation realized in money 88,833 0
Toll grant on minor roads 
Government contribution in aid of

. 5,686 0

minor works 6,466 0
Miscellaneous receipts 9,900 67

Total 127,316 79

A 26

Rs. 0,

24,224 33

33,992 79

'  1,400 0

9,328- 97
8,475 1
6,166 61

43,729 8

127,316 79

8. The total expenditure on roads during the year was Rs. 33,99$'79, of which Rs. 26,971'71 
have been speht on maintenance, and the balance on bridges, culverts, and improvements to roads. The 
number of miles maintained was 120J spread over 33 roads.

9. Rive hundred and twenty-three persons gave notice under section 86 of Ordinance No. lO of 
1861, and had the lines of the proposed buildings marked out for them. Thirty-one pOrsons were 
prosecuted during the year ; 26 for building without notice, 4 for damaging roads, and 1 for not removing 
an encroachment. Twenty-four persons were fined, 6 cases were withdrawn, and 1 case is pending. Out 
of the 6 eases that were withdrawn, the accused persons in 2 -cases paid Rs. 125 each for constructing 
a waterway.

10. Licenses to seize cattle were issued as in previous years.
j 11. The new resthouse at Horana was completed and was opened to the public on Deeemfcer L-
,12. The eleven resthouses in the’district were kept in order as far as the limited means at my 

disposal permitted. *

District Road Committee’s Office, 
• Kalutara, Marcii 4,1918.

C. V. ' BRAYNE, 
Chairman.

. III.—REPORT OF THE SANITARY BOARD FOE 1917.
■' f'
’The Sanitary Board consisted of the Assistant Government Agent (Chairman); tbe District 

Engineer^ Kalutara ; tbe Medical Officer; Kalutara ; and form nominated members, vj$., Dr. Bterbfirt 
de Saram, Mr. Cyril A. Jansz, Mudahyar E. Peiris, and Mr. P. I. Eernando, who Was appomted in 
September specially to  represent the people of Alutgama and Beruwala. Re replaced Mr. P. de Livera> 
Government Dispenser a t Horana, who resigned.

2. Six meetings nf the Board were held during the year.
3. A set of general by-laws were passed and forwarded to Government for approval and 

publication in the Government Gazette.
SamMary Board, Panadv/re.

4. Exclusive of the balance Rs. 29,398 • 33 of the previous year, the revenue of the Board amounted 
to Rs. 24,440'48. The expenditure during the yOar was Rs. 14,889'05. The balance a t the end of the 
year was Rs. 38,949 ■ 76, of which Rs. 23,300 will be found either invested or deposited as shown .jselow ^

Fixed deposit in the Bank of Madras 
Advance to the Director of Public Works. 
Advance to the Horana Sanitary Board .

Rs.
10,400 
• 5,000 

5,000

Investment in the new British War Loan. 
Investment in the Ceylon War Loan

Bs.
2,860

60

6. Lighting, scavenging, and conservancy, as usual, were done on contract, and were satis­
factorily carried out. The dry-earth system of conservancy, though still made use of in comparatively 
few houses, appears to be getting more popular. The whole question of latrine accommocbition and 

, conservancy is a very difficult one, but is receiving careful study.
6. There has been a decrease in the number of lamps lighted, owing to repeated thefts of burners 

in certain parts of the town. Only in one case were the poHoe able to  detect the culprit, and i t  resulted 
in a conviction. The stolen burners have now been replaced.

7. The accumulation of a large balance is due to time being required to  work out some more or
less comprehensive schemes of improvement, for which all the available funds and much more will be 
required. ’  ̂ '

Sanitary Board, Horana.
8. The revenue of this Board amounted to Rs. 8,179*28. This includes Government grant of 

Rs. 3,016'50 given to the Bbard to compensate loss of revenue from opium rent, and also Rs. 1,047'50
, being refimd of a balance of the advance given to the Director of Public Works towards the cost of 
constructing drains. ■ -

9(1)18
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' 9. Tlie expenditiire during the year was Rs. 12,586 • 40. Of this, Rs. 9,864‘50 was spent in
nddening the bazaar to a width of 50 fe^t on, the'system described in the body of my report. I t  is hope^ 
that the Public Works Department will come to the assistance of the Board by bearing half this 
heavy expenditure. To enable this work to be carried out, the Board had to  borrow Rs. 5,000 from 
Panadure to be repaid as soon as funds are available. The balance a t the end of the year was 
Rs. 4,339-81.

10. Lighting, scavenging, and conservancy were done on contract as usual, and were satisfactory.
There are two public latrines provided ahd maintained by the Board. '•

Sanitary Board, Alutgama.
11. The revenue of this Board amounted to Rs. 6,149-67, and the expenditure during the year 

was Rs. 7,522 - 60. The balance a t the end of the year was Rs. 4,637 - 48. Of this, Rs. 50 is invested in 
the Ceylon War Loan.

12. The lighting and scavenging were done on contract, and were satisfactory. There are two 
public latrines provided and maintained by th& Board.

13. The land required for a m arket scheme has been acquired a t a cost of Rs. 3,503-95. A 
considerable further improvement scheme in co-operation with the Railway Department has been 
appreVedJ including a small public playing ground, and is awaiting acquisition of the necessary land.

Sanitary Board, Beruwala.
14. The revenue of this Board during the year amounted to Rs. 5,924-90. This includes 

Rs. 1,000, bein^ a refund of the advance given to the Director of Public Works for building drains in the 
bazaar. The expenditure was Rs. 3,862-76, and the balance was Rs. 9,621-58. Of this, Rs. 50 is 
invested in the Ceylon War Loan.

15. The acquisition of a site fbr h dew market is in hand, and as soon as it is completed an adequate 
market scheme for this busy and congested bazaar will be undertaken.

16. The lighting and scavenging Were done on corCtraet. There are two pubho latrines provided 
and maintained by the Board.

Sanitary Board, Tebuwana. ^
17. The revenue during the year amounted to Rs. 2,148 - 51, and the expenditure was Rs. 5,531 - 57. 

The balance a t  the end of the year was Rs. 1,174-51. Of this, Rs. 50 is invested in the Ceylon War Loan.
18. Aportion of the land required for the market scheme has been acquired at a cost of Rs. 4,498-12.

The acquisition of further land for this purpose wiU. shortly be taken up, after which it is proposed to 
carry out part of a market scheme already prepared. A loan of Rs. 10,000 has been applied for to enable 
the Board to carry out this much-needed improvement. . . ' . . .

19. There is only one public latrine, which is conserved by a cooly employed by the Board.
road through the bazaar is also scavenged by this cooly. ' ̂

Sanitary Board, Neboda.
20. The revenue of this Board during the year was Rs. 2,049-71. This includes Rs. $50, being 

a refund of the advance ^ven  to  the Dittector of Pubhc Works for building drains along the bazaar.
21. The expenditure during the year was Rs. 1,312-20, and the balance a t the end of the year

was Rs. 4,641 - 96. Of this, Rs. 200 has been advanced to the District Engineer and Rs. 50 is invested 
in the Ceylon War Loan. - ’ f

22. Part of the site for the mafket has already been acquired, and building operations have been 
commenced with a portion of the buildings. Further land is required to complete the schem^, and this 
it is hoped to acquire shortly.

The Kachcheri, 
Kalutara,. March 4, 1918.

C. V. BRAYNE, 
Chairman.

    
 



Civil.] CEYJ.ON a d m in is t r a t io n  REPORTS FOR 1917. B 1

CBNTEAL PEOVINOE.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT OP THE GOVERNMENT AGENT, 
CENtRAL PROVINCE, FOR 1917.

Ar6a of Kandy Kstrict, 911 square miles ; Population in 1911, 408,429, 
Area of Central Province, 2,287J square miles ; PopulatioJi in 1911, 672,258.

I .—Changes in Adminisîbation.
Mr. T. A. Carey, Assistant Government Agent, Kandy, left on war service in February.
2. Mr. W. J. L. Rogerson was appointed OfSce Assistant, Kandy Kachçheri, from May 1, in place 

of Ufr. E. P. Marshall, who took up duties as Police MagiStratCj Matalb.
3. Mr. W. L. Kiudersley acted for me from June 12 to July 18> while I  Was on leave.
4. In July Mr. H. Tbomhill succeeded Mr. C. L. ttrancheU as Superintendent of Police, Kandy ; 

Mr. H. A. Burden succeeded Mr. B. G. de Glanvüle as District Judge, Nuwarâ Eliya-HattQn ; and 
Mr. N? Izat succeeded. Mr. J. R. Walters as PoUce Magistrate, Gampola.

5. Mr. L. J. B. Turner, Assistant Commissioner of Excise, was appointed Assistant Government 
Agent, Kandy, in addition to his own duties, from October 17.

6. Mr'. H. W. Codrington, Assistant Government Agent, Matale, left on war service on October 18.
7. Mr. P . B. Ratwatte, Ratemahatmaya, Tumpane, resigned his appointment from November 1, 

and Mr. Charles Paranagama, Korala, succeeded him as Acting Ratemahatmaya.
V , 8. Mr. A. W. Metzehng was appointed Extra Office Assistant, Kandy Kaohcheri, in place of 

û  E. de Piato, from November 16.
9. Mr. E. T. Millington was appointed Assistant Government Agent, Matale Kachcheri, from 

December 3.
II.— Împortant Events.

10. On February 2 Sir John Marshall, Director-General of Archæology in India, presented 
Buddhist relics found at Taxila in Northern India to the Diyawadana Nüame of the Dalada Milligawa 
at the Audience Hall.

j l .  The campaign against anchylostomiasis was continued undet the direction of Dr. J. E. 
Snodgrass in the Hatton, Dikoya, BogaVantalawa, Norwood, and Maskeliya districts ; some opposition 
was encountered in the bazaars concerned, some of the boutique-keepers refusing to take the treatment.

12Î Obituary.— Î Tegret to report that Mr. T. A. CarOT of the Civil Service was killod in action 
on December 0 in the neighboOrhood of Cambrai. He left Kandy ten monthe previously, and  at- the 
time of his death held a Commission in the Irish Guards.

IU .^ R bvenUe  and ExpenditdrU.
13. The revenue collected at the Kandy Kachcheri during^the rinanoial year 1913-1 f  amounted 

to Es. 1,810,557' 73, as against Es. 1,807,563' 38 for the preceding year, that is, an increase of Rs. 2,994' 35. 
The chief increase WaS under Licenses, Excise. Land sales showed a decrease of Rs. 17,180. The 
revenue has shown an increase every year since 1014 in spite of the war,

14. The expenditure on account of Provincial Administration and Clerical Service under the 
Government Agent during the financial year yras Ps. 105,101, as compared with Es. 104,889 during’the, 
preceding year.

IV.-^ONpITION oï" the pEOPRB,
15. The public health was very Satisfactory, except for a few oases of measles and Chickenpox 

and one case of plague ; this case occurred at Nawalapitiya in  February ? tbe deceased was a Tamil 
boy, who was a stranger to the town. The source of infection çould not be traced, prompt precautions 
were taken, and no< other eases occurred.

16. The general condition of the people was satisfactory. There was no Scarcity of food or work, 
though owing to retrenchment villagers were not employed on the estates to the same extent as before 
the war. Normal prices were obtained by the villagers for leaf from their tea. gardens, except for a Jew 
months in the second half of the year. Towards the end of the year there was a revival in the tea box 
industry.

17. Food Su'pfly.—^Rice locally grown or imported forms the staple fOod, supplemented by chena 
produce, such as kuraklmn, hÜl paddy, amu, and Indian com, and by vegetables and fruits, sudi as yams, 
peas, beans, jak, and breadfruit. The price of food stuffs, especially imported articles, remained high.

18. ^3n th® latter half of the year the necessity of increasing the supply of food stuffs was 
impressed on the headmen and people. Supplies of vegetable and curry stuff seeds were obtained 
from the Agricultural Department and distributed to the headmen and villagers in the presence of the 
Agricultural Instructor, who gave advicq on their cultivation. AH the seeds proved successful, 
except cummin and fenugreek ; coriander and lentil were only partially successful. Cummin does not 
appear to be suited to the district.

9(1)18
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19. The increase of garden cultivation was most marked in Uda and P ata  Dumbara and Pata 
Hewaheta. The resthonse-keeper, Teldeniya, was remarkably successful in the ciiltivation of dhall;
In Pata Dumbara and. Pata Hewaheta the number of persons engaged in garden cultivation doubled in 
the last six months of the year. In  Dda Bulatgama the villagers opened over 500 new gardens; the 
Ratemahatmaya is taking steps to open a  Sunday market a t Kahamana, near Nawalapitiya. The 
Ratemahatmaya, Udu Nuwara, offered a prize of a sovereign for the best pumpkin creeper grown on the 'r  
roof of a village house ; the attraction of this form of cultivation lies in the fact tha t the produce is safe 
from thieves.

20. In the issue of permits for cultivation of Crown chena, a condition was inserted that one- 
fourth of the land should be cultivated with vegetables or curry stuffs. In Uda Dumbara, in which the 
most extensive tracts of Crown chenas exist, 322 acres were allowed on this condition. The same

-principle of planting one-fourth of the land with vegetables or curry stuffs was adopted in the case of 
ordinary village chenas and tobacco chenas in Uda Dumbara, leading to an increase of about 600 acres 
of garden produce. The Ratemahatmaya, Uda Dumbara, with the co-operation of his headmen, opened 

model farms, eomprising 77 acres. Li the whole district 74 acres of suitable Crown land were leased 
a t  Mio rate of 60 cents per half acre for the cultivation of vegetables.

V. — Âgriculture.
21. Paddy cultivation received more careful attention than usual, both in the cultivation of fields 

and the repair of channels and dams. The rainfall was sufScient, and the crops, except in the case of a 
few low-lying muddy lands, excellent. The area cultivated with paddy in the Kandy District was 
36,979 acres.

22. There are seven Co-operative Credit Societies in the district, as against six in 1916. The 
additional society was established for Uda Bulatgama in November, 1917,-and has not yet got to work.
Of the seven societies, that of the Kandyan Association, whose headquarters are in Kandy, alone shows 
any vitality. The so-eaÜèd village societies have been established on too ambitious a scale, and have 
endeavoured to  spread their operations over an entire division. They would have a far better chance 
of success if they confined their efforts to a village or wasama, in which the cultivators would be known, 
and loans could be limited to deserving cases. The object of the Kandyan Association Co-operative 
Credit Society is to assist village societies, and with more workable village societies this object côuld be

, more easily attained.
23. Three headmen from the district took Up the course of agriculture for headmen a t the School

of Tropical Agriculture, May-Decemher. One of them, Mr. H. B. Ramhukwelle, Korala of Udispatfii 
North, passed out first in order of merit on the results of the course, and was awarded a silver m,®^' 
aud certificate. , '

VI. —Cattle.
24. There werô 57 cases of rinderpest a t  Hatton, of which 25 proved fatal, and a few cases a t V 

Campola. Otherwise th® ^stric t was free from rinderpest, and the year was generally healthy for 
eattle. There were a feW cases of hoof-and-mouth disease of a very mild type.

VII.— ÊpUOATION.
25. There are 128 registered village schools in the district, as against 124 in 1916. Three boys’

vernacular schools were chafiged to mixed schools, a female teacher being provided for the girls. The 
deseription of the schools is as follows :— ̂ ^
Government boys’ vernacular schools 
Government boys’ Anglo-Vemacular schools 
Government mixed vernacular schools 
Government girjs’ vemaçtÜSr S<^ools 
Church ïVüssionary schools 
Buddhist schools . »

In addition to the above, there are 30 schools in the K andy Municipality, 6 in Gampola, 6 in 
Nawalapitiya, and 2 in JÈCâtton, making a total of 172 registered schools. The average attendance a t the 
Government schools was 77 per cent, of the number on the roll, the same figure as in 1916. Attendance 
of children at school is popular with the educated classes, but the labouring classes, on the whole, regard 
it  with disfavour, as inteffering with the* emplôyment of children in earning wages by agricultural 
labour. A carpentry school was opened during the year a t Teldeniya, and another has since been 

" opened at Nugawela.
26. The foUowihg works were completed dufing the year :—^Morahenegama school and attached

quarters; Wattappola school and separate quarter® ahd latrine; Wallahagoda school ; teacher’s quarters, 
Kobbekaduwa ; and carpentry school, Teldendya, •

The following were commenced during the year and are in hand : Atabage school and attached 
quarters; Wallahagoda teacher’s quarters; Aludèniya school extension and teacher’s quarters and 
latrine ; Medagama school and attached quarters ; Alawatugoda girls’ school and attached quarters ; 
and Nugawela carpentry school.

27. The 'Kandy District School Committee consisted, of the Government Agent, Chairman ; 
the Director of Education ; Mr. R. E. Paranagama, Ratemahatmaya of Pata Dumbara ; the Rev.
W. G. Shorten, Manager of Church Missionary Society schools; and the Rev. A. S. Beaty, Manager of- 
Wesleyan schools. Dr. W, A. de Silva, General Manager of Buddhist schools imder the Theosophical 
Society, Colombo, joined the Committee later in the year. Two meetings of the Committee were held 
during the year. At one of the meetings mat-weaying was discussed, -and the Committee considered 
that this handicraft should be one of the subjects taught a t  HenaWala vernacular mixqd' school, in

. Pata Dumbara. <
28. The total revenue of the Committee was Rs. 22,426* 65, and the expenditure Rs. 21,601* 49. 

The revenue of the Committee is not sufficient to  meet demands. There are 28 temporary school buildings, 
which should be replaced by permanent buildings. Fines in school cases-decreased from Rs. ,8,854*90 
in 1916 to Rs. 2,861*20 in 1917; this tends to show that attendance is being secured by persuasion 
rather than compulsion.

50 Wesleyan schools , 6
4 Roman Catholic schools . . 1
8

16
Private management • 8

27
8

Total . 128
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29. Two Government vernacular girls’ schools were opened, one at Gomagoda in Pata Dumbara 
»and the other at Gondennawa in Tlda Bulatgama. The villagers of Gomagoda built the schooliree of . 
cost to the Committee ; the Gondennawa school building and furniture were donated by Mrs. Higgins 
of Colombo to the Committee. She had the management of this school for some years before it was 
gifted to the Committee. Two schools, viz., Kiribatkumbura girls’ school in Yatinuwara and the

N,. ÌÈenawala vernacular mixed school in Pata Dumbara, were recommended for registration for grant, as 
 ̂ they had complied with the requirements of the Code. Two other schools, namely, Galaha vernacular 

giriis’ school and the Haputale vernacular mixed school, were recognized for school purposes imder the 
Ordinance. Application for acquisition of land for Nugatenna, lüyulgama, GiràuHa, Uda Aludeniya, 
and Gondennawa schools was made to Government. Except in the cases of Nugatenna and GirauUa, 
the owners have agreed to make free gifts of the land required.

v n i . — ^PlLURIMAGES AiTD FESTIVALS.

30. The Esala Perahera was held a t Kandy between July 30 to August 11 on the same elaborate 
scale that characterized the perahera of 1916. On the last day, when the perahera passes three times 
round the temple square, the length of thé procession was so great tha t it entirely filled all four sides of 
the square. There were 75 elephants in the procession on the last day.

31. The usual pilgrimage to Adam’s Peak took place in February-April, the customary medicaf 
precautions being observed.

32. The Diyakepum Esala Perahera of WaHahagoda Dewale, Gampola, was conducted on 
September 2 by the Basnayake Nüame. The attendance was much smaller than in 1916.

IX .—Crime aîtd P olice.
33. Crime generally showed a decrease ; the total number of cases of grave crime reported in the 

Province was 1,246, as against 1,294 in 1916. 357 cases were lettered B (no Offence committed), as 
against 362 in 1916 ; of these, 205 were proved to be designedly false. There wete 12 true cases of 
homicide in the year, as against 19 in 1916. There were no cases of homicide from the Nuwara EUya 
District, and none from the Matale District in the last six months of the year. Burglary and theft stül 
head the list of crimes. The majority of the casés of burglary were from estate' lines or ordina^ huts. 
Owing to repeated burglaries in Rattota and three other villages in the Matale District, a system of police 
patrols was instituted in these villages, and had a good e^ect in reducing the number of süch eâses. 
Burglaries chiefly take place in villages where there are no regular police. There was a marked decrease

- in; thefts of cacao, tea, and rubber owing to the fall in the market. Cattle stealing is not prevalent in 
' 'Province.

34. A police station was opened at Kadugannawa on July 1 ; the station at Üdispattu Was 
closed, dad a guardroom opened at Duckwari instead. There was no friction between the regttlai police

fÿànd headmen. The Superintendent of Police mentions Messrs. W. A. Udugama, Ratemahatmaya, 
Matale South ; C. Paranagama, Actiug Ratemahatmaya, Tumpane ; and Bawulagala Palata Aracbchi 
as doing particularly well in co-operating -with the police. ^ '

35. There are thirty-six boys in the Kandy Police Boys’ Brigade. The Brigade did remarkably 
well at the annual Colombo Pohce Sports, and won the foUowing cups : (i.) De Saram Cup for boxing ; 
(ii.) for drill ; and (iii.) the Governor’s Cup for the best all-rOund boy.

, , X.T—Local Governmeììt.
36. Reports of the Pro-vineial and District Road Committees of the Local Boards a t  Hattom 

Dikoya, Nawalapitiya, and Gampola, and of the Sanitary Board of tLe Kandy District are attached as 
appendices.

XT.—ViLLA-GE Committees ajìd TrIruîtaLs.
37. Each of -the subdivisions of the nine Ratemahatmayas’ divisions in the Kandy Bistrict 

has its Village Committee, which maiutains the village paths and other works, and contributes to the 
District School Committee. In 1917 the Çommittees maintained 1,626 village roads and paths, with a 
total mileage of 1,163 miles, 535 wells and spouts, 81 bridges and edandas, and 213 ambalams, and 
contributed towards 66 schools. The most important wotk undertaken during the year was the bridge 
across the Nanu-oya a t Kotabogoda in Yatinuwara,

38. The total receipts for the year amounted to Rs. 30,666, and the expeaditure to Rs. 36,497»* 15  ̂
the balance on December 31 being Rs. 10,330. A sum of Rs. 1,646* 27 was expended out of the Govern­
ment grant of Rs. 1,730 apportioned to the Kandy D is tr ic t^  aid of -village works. The money was 
spent on six bridges and ope well.

39. The Village Committees of Harispattu and Pata Dumbara bought premihm bonds in the 
Ceylon War Loan, and as the loan was not fully subscribed, the Committees have lent the money at 
-5 per cent, interest per annum to the Government.

40. The total number of cases decided by the Village Tribunals during the year, was 8,645, namely, 
2,014 civil cases and 6,631 criminal Cases ; of the latter, 3,424 are school cases, (nie decisions include 
340 ci-vil and 710 criminal cases in which amicable settlements were made.

41. The number of appeals to the Government Agent was 173, 136 decisions being affirmed and
• 37 s^t aside. There Were 10 appeals to the Governor in Executive Council: 1 decision was set aside;

9 affirmed.
- . . X n .—Land.

4.̂ . (There were no sales of Crown land by public auction, as sales were suspended pending 
introductioh of |he proposed leasing scheme. Twenty-one small lots aggregating 14J acres were settled, 
on occupants for Rs. 1,196.

43. An a p p lic a t io n  w as received  for 75 a c re s  of la n d  to  b e  c u l t iv a t e d  w it h  in d ig o , a  new p r o d u ct  
in  th iSjd istrict.

44. Of 62 | acres of land taken up under the Waste Lands Ordinance, 13 | acres were declared 
Crown land; 32 | acres were sold for Rs. 2,422* 50, and a lot of 2 roods 12J perches declared private.
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X III.—K andyan  Maebiagb Ordinance.
45. The number of Kandyan marriages registered during the year was 989, which is slightly less'̂  

than last year. The number of dissolutions granted was 107, which is also low. During the year 
Ordinance No. 23 of 1917, to declare the law applicable to the issue of certain Kandyan marriages, was 
passed and came intn operation. The opinions of the chiefs of the Kandy District were obtained and laid 
before the Committee, which dealt with the question.

XIV. —Labour Ordinance .
46. Six new estates were registered, bringing the total for the Province up to 1,194. The number

registered in 1909, when the Ordinance came into operation, was 489. '
47. Eight prosecutions were instituted during the year.
48. Einancial diESculties caused by the war rendered i t  difficult for estate superintendents in 

some eases to comply with the letter of the law as regards regular monthly payment of wages to coolies.

XV. — D̂og R egistration,
49. The number of dogs registered during the last two years was : 1916, 11,231; 1917, 12,145.
50. Thirty cases of rabies were reported. The persons bitten were sent to Goonoor in all cases in 

which they were willing to go there. In  nine cases their expenses were defrayed by Government. Police 
parties accompanied by the dog registration clerk were sent out to destroy stray and unclaimed dogs, 
and effected a considerable abatement of this nuisance in the villages they visited.

XVI.— Êxcise.
51. The arrack rent of the Central Province for the financial period 1917-18 was. sold for 

Rs. 1,391,422, as against Rs. 846,998 for 1912-13, showing an increase of 64 per cent, in five years. 
At the same time the number of arrack taverns has been reduced from 63 to 60.

52. The arrears of the 1914-15 rent were recovered by sale of the properties hypothecated as 
security.

53. The number of toddy taverns in the Kandy District for 1916-17 stood at 100, the same as in 
the previous year. The number of sanctioned foreign liquor taverns for 1916-17 was 25 ; of these, 1 was 
aboushed and 4 surrendered their licepses from October 1,1917. The Chief Headmen consider tha t illicit 
practices are on the decrease ; as regards toddy tappmg, illicit drinking at the foot of the tree is no dohbt 
continued m some places, hut this is most difficult to detect.

54. The constitution of the Excise Advisory Committees was altered as from October 1, 1916, 
by the addition of another unofficial member to those Committees in which the .imofficials were not 
already in a majority. There are five Committees for the Kandy District, viz., the Municipality, the 
three Local Board towns, and the Revenue District. The latter Committee held five meetings during 
the year.

■ XVU.— Îrrigation.
55. There are three irrigation works on which rates are recovered in the district, namely, 

Werapitiya Maha-ela apd PaUiyawela amuna in Pata Dumbara and Elpitiya Raja-ela in Uda Palata. 
Recoveries on the first two for 1917 were conmleted, but there are some arrears on the Elpitiya Raja-ela. 
Repairs to the head works of the Teldeniya Wahalla-ela, a  village work in Pata Dumbara, were carried 
out by the Irrigation Inspector a t a cost of Rs* 675* 70, the cost being defrayed by the field owners.^

56. Irrigation Wine F m d .— Â statement is annexed :—
REcsrpi'S.

Balance Oh January 1, l5l7 
Receipts

Rs. c.
906 86 
154 50

Total ... 1,061 36

ExPENDirtran. Rs.
Repairs to Daskaratalawa ammia in  Udu  

Nuwara . .  . .  265
Refund of fines . .  • . .  30

0
0

Balance on December 31, 1917
295 0 
766 36

Total . .  1,061 36

X V lII .—^PtrBDic W orks.

57. The following works were completed during the year under review :—
(1) Children’s ward with sixteen beds a t the Kandy hospital.
(2) A new ward of six beds and a waiting-room at the Deltota hospital.
(3) A new dispensary with medical officer’s and apothecary’s quarters a t Watawala.
(4) A ward was extended giving additional acOommodation of twelve beds and an operating room 

was built a t Dolosbage hospital;
as well as improvements to various roads by widening the road platform, renewing and -widening 
culverts, and benchmg dangerous corners. o .

X lX .— P̂ouests.
58. The folio-wing is taken from the report of the Assistant Conservator of Forests, Nuw4ra Eliya,

as regards the work of the Forest Department in the Kandy D istric t:— (
(1) Protection of Forests.—(i.) Prosecutions : 2 cases Were instituted b y  the Forester, Kandy, and 

the Forest Ranger, Hatton, which resulted in con-rictions.
(ii.) Compositions : 26 cases were compounded by the Assistant Conservator of Forests, Nuwara> Eliya, 

on reports made by the Forester, Kandy, and the Forest Ranger, H atton, and a sum of Rs. 427 • 70 was
recovered, as conapensation.
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(2) Timber and fuel supplied to Government Departments :— Rg. <3.

170 cubic yards firewood to King’s Pavilion, Kandy . .  .. 212 50
160 cubic yards'firewood to PubUo Works Department, Kandy . .  • 318 75
563 bridge planks of 1,668J cubic feet to Provincial Engineer, Central 

Province, North ..  . .  . .  3,808 53
99 scantlings of 73 cubic feet to Provincial Engineer, Central Province,

North . .  . .  . .  . . 1 2 1  14
8,075 cubic yards firewood to the Railway from Galboda fuel plantation 14,919 75

Total . .  19,380 67

’ (3) The following'timber, firewood, bamboos, and other produce were issued to purchasers*'from
Crown forests on payment of royalty during the year:—

Rs. c.
13,604 cubic feet of timber ..  .. .. 4,194 87
6,411 warichchis 
4,201 cubic yards firewood 
193,791 bamboos and canes 
Other produce, sand and gravel, &c.

Total

286 11 
3,422 76 

140 4(1 
325 50

8,369 64

The gross revenue rôceived from all sources by the Forest Department during 1917 in Kandy District 
•amounted to Rs. 8,908’72.

(4) Free Grants.—Free grants for timber to thé value of Rs. 41’62 were issiied during 1917.
59. In  connection with the supply of fuel to the Railway from tliie Galboda füel plantation, it 

is worthy of note that this fuel, which for some yeajs had been rejected by the Railway Department as 
unsuitable, has now been rendered suitable by the simple expedient of removing the bark before use.

XX.—Miscellaneous.
60. The Kandyan Art Association and Kandy Mnseum.-^Jiwmg the period undeç review the

Association sold Rs. 12,378’ 74 worth of spêcinaens of Kandyan art. The Value of the stock in hand is 
Rs, 21,165’ 15. The current account in the bank amounts to Rs. 3,755, and the fixed deposit stands, at 
Rs., 2,000. !flie Association bought twenty War Loan Bonds to thè Value of Rs. 1,0(X). The .Association 
made several sannasas for Government. Bar shyer has risen in price and is difficult to obtain, and the 
éohVersion of shver coin into ornamenta has been forbidden by law. The work of the Association is, 
therefore, restricted chiefly to brassware. The apprentices are eight in number. They have made 
satisfactory progress in brass and silver work. -

61. Twenty-six craftsmen competed a t the Agri-Horticultural Shôw, Nuwara Xliya, and five of 
them were awarded prizes. Twenty-four craftsmen competed ftt the Society of Arts Exhibitioh, Colombo, 
and five prizes were secured. The titular rank of Badai Muhapdiram was conferred op onò of the 
workmen for efficiency in art work.

Kandy Kachcheri,
May 7, 1918. ______ __________ _ Government Agent.

APPENDIX.

I.-rREFORT OF THE WORKING OF THE THOROUGfiFARES ORDINANCES 
IN THE KA3STDY DISTRICT FOR 1917.

PBOVINCIAL R oAP COMMIifTE®,
D ubing the year 1917 the Provincial Road Committee was composed Of the following members
Official.-—-The Hon. Mr. C. S. Vafighan, Gbahsman • SD. P, M. B in^am , Provincial Engineer, 

Central Province, North. '  » .
Other.—^Messrs. B. A. PoVell, J . B. Coles, Martin M. Smith, W. R. Westland, and Edwin Beven.
2. Thirteen meetings were held during thè year (including one special meeting^
3. fforton Plains and Pattipola Resthomes,—^Theso resthouses vVere leased for a period of five 

years, with the approval of Government, On an annual rental ojE Rs. 6OO and R». 400, respectively.
4. Members of the Ceylon Motor Cyclist Corps, while on duty, wèaring the Corps uniform, were 

allowed to tise the resthous^ free of occupation chafes.
5. Resthouses.—The receipts and expenditpre bn résthOuseS, &c,, are set out in the following 

statement
Receipts. .  Rs.- c.

‘Contributions frOm District Road Com- 
. ■ . .  . .  10,426 25
.Resthouse collections . .  . .  6,679 16
Miscellaneous . .  . .  1,449 40
Balance oj| January 1 .. . .  5,635 75

i  --------- -----
• Total . .  24,190 56

BiPEimiTCiBE. Rs. e.
Repairs and improvements to resthouses 7,897 44 
Salaries of resthousn^eepers . .  6,276 96
Equipment . .  . .  3,000 60
Miscellaneous . .  . .  2,754 56
Balance on December 31 . .  4,262 0

Total 24,190 56

The miscellaneous receipts include a sum of Rs, 549' 36 formerly in deposit in the Savings Bank 
on acccfent of Pension Eund. During the year Government decided th a t contributions on account 
Pension Fund should be credited to the revenue of the Committee, and tha t pensions should be paid 
from thé general funds of the Committee;
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A<sfalem^t^ leee^t» and ex̂ pendituEe b annexed :—
B iE V E N tT B .

Balance on January 1, 1917
Amount received from District Jload Committees on account of two- 

thirds commutation for principal roads, resthouses, & c.;—
Rs. c.

(а) From Kandy District Road Committee . .  T.7,795 11
(б) From Matale District Road Committee . .  7,056 4

'(c) From Nuwara Eliya District Road Committee 6,^01 85

Refund by Government of tolls levied on minor roads 
Government grant in aid of minor works 

'Resthouse coUections
Contributions from District Road Committees on accoimt of Pro­

vincial Road Committee establishment:—

Rs.
5,635 75

31,053
734

27,136
6,679

0
0
0

16

Rs.
1,800

600
400

(а) From Kandy District Road Committee . .
(б) From Matale District Road Committee . .
(c) From Nuwara Eliya District Road Committee

Miscellaneous receipts

Total . .
E xpendixube!.

Payments made from two-thirds commutation dxn-ing the year under 
the provisions o f Ordinances Nos. 10 of 1861, 31 of 1884, and 10 of 
1902, on account of—

Rs. e.
(o) Principal roads . .  . .  20,626 75
(6) Resthouses . .  . .  7,816 6

Pay of resthouse-keepers
Provincial Road Committee’s establishment
Toll grants remitted to Kandy District Road Committee
Government grant in aid of minor works remitted to—

(a) Kandy District Road Committee . .  - . •
(b) Matale District Road Committee . .  t .

Miscellaneous charges
Balance on December 31, 1917 . ■

Total . .

2,700 0 
1,449 40

76,386 31

28,442
6,275
2,700

734

10,250
16,885

5,836
4,262

80
96
0
0O
0
0

55
0

75,386 31
BBAKCH RqAD? I)i!PAETMENT,

Branch Boads Ordinarm, Bo. 14 of 1896.
1. The term o f oflEice of the Local Comhiiitees of eighteen roads having expired during the year, 

new f/Ommittees were elected.
2. The n u n ^ r  e f  roa& maintained was 26* and the cost of maintenance amounted to 

Ra. 102,38p'36- Total mileage was* 136’28. js !• 60 mile more than last year, and the increase 
is cm account o f’St. Matgarets-MtMees road.

$, ^ e  niHufeer eS. bridges maintained was 13, cost being Rs. 2,540* 46. These bridges are in 
the following districts, viz.;

Maskehya
Dimbula
Dikoya
Pussellawa

3
4 
2 
1

Ratugastota

Total 13

4. A sum of Rs. 18,023* 04 was expended on the following works, in addition to  maintenance, viz.:— 
Madulkele-Kabragala road: Repairs to damaged 

culvert and retaining wall. Building cooly lines.
Ruluganga-Bambraela road: Building three Ctib 

verts and repairing storm damages. Building CoOly
IMes.

PadiyapeleUa-EUamulla road; Deviation at 27th 
mile.

Bathford Valley road ; Repairing flood damages on 
the 2 i  mile-

Norwood-Maskeliya road : Renewing roof of ovef • 
seer’s quarters and cooly lines.

Norwood-Campion road : Widening first nftile,
Rangala-Nitre Cave road: Building Over$eer*S 

quarters at Duckwari bazaar.
Duckwari-Cottaganga road: Building oVersfifeT!» 

quarters and rebuilding a damaged wall.
Pupuressa road : Benching blind corners.
Lindula-Agra road: Building two retaining ano I 

parapet walls at 39 | mile. 1
5. Estates’ contributions during the year follows:—

On accoimt of maintenance of roads
On account of maintenance of bridges ■ • •
On account of additional works
On account of repairs to fiood damages aftd of temporary cart bridge, 

Golahenwatta-Yatawatta road (fifth ipStklhient). ,

Total . .

Strengthening Torrington 

Repairing storm

Glenlyon-Preston road: 
bridge.

$t. Margarets-Kirklees road :
(JamCges between 4^ and 5J miles.

Nprwood-Maskeliya road : Erecting latrines at 
eqoly lines.

Norwood-Upcot road: Erecting latrines at cooly

Golahenwatta-Yatawatta ro a d : Erecting latrines 
at cooly lines.

Rorton-Carolina road : Erecting latrines at cooly 
lines.

Wanarajah road : Erecting latrines at cooly lines. 
BathfOrd V alley : Erecting latrines at eooly Hnes. 
JiOrWoqd-Campion road : Erecting latrines at cooly 
les- -
teskeliya-Cruden road : Erecting latrines att’oooly 

lines.

Rs. c.
61,448 95'

l,2'/6 66
9,124 13

1,262 66

63,102 20
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Estate Roads Ordinance, No. 12 of 1902. ■
'  1. Alaimtv.goda-Ancoomhra Road.— Local Committee under the Ordinance was formed and
two estimates were drawn up by them, one for Rs. 5,858* 75 for improvements and another for Rs. 2,81 ?• 92 
for maintenance. The question of assessment has not been definitely settled.

2. Meddegodde-Somerset-OraigJiead Road.—^The estates interested have not finally decided upon 
the construction of this road.

» 3. Gaiagedara-Hinabouxi Road.—^The improvements are in progress, and the works are expected
to be completed within the first half of 1918.

4. Erribilrnegama-Alagalla Road.—^The work of reconstruction has been completed.
, 5. Cost of maintenance during the year ended September 30, 1917, was as follows :—

Grant by the District
Bead Committee, Government Grant.

Kandy.

1. Galagedara^Sinabowa road; l l j  miles
2. Lantern Hill-Somerset road, 4 miles
3. Vellaioya-Shannon rOad, 121 chains 20 lines..
4. Bamagalla-Pen-y-Ian road, 2J miles
5. Rattota-Gammaduwa road, 7 miles
6. Galaha-Pupuressa road, 7f miles
7. Aluwihare-DulleVra gap road, 2 miles 44 chains
8. Kadugannawa-Taranapattiya road, 5^ miles..
9. Kandenewera-Wariyapola road, 5 | miles

Total . .

Bs. 
1,115 0 
1,898 77 
1,387 0 
1,412 
7,745 
2,212 
1,800 
3,181

63
0
0
0
0

3,780 87 

24,632 27 -

Bs.

418
666

1,600
1,400

600
l,0OO

766 17

6,339 22

Kandy, March 7, 1918.
C. S. VAtTGBAN,

Cfiiairnian.

II.—REPORT OF THE DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE, KANDY. FOR 19l7.

Thb Committee was composed of the following members
Official.—-Mr. C. S. Vaughan, Chairman; Mr. P. M. Binghani, Provincial Engineer, Central 

Province, North ; Mr. R. A. Powell, I^vincial Engineer, Central Province, South.
Unofficial.—Mr. W. B.fWestland, Hon. Mr. 0. van dor Wall, And Mr. A. Vallipuram, representing 

the European, Burgher, and Native communities, respectively J Messrs. J. B. ^Coles and 
M. M. Smith, Additional Members.

2. Twelve meetings were held during the year.
3. There was a  change in the office staff consequmit of the retirement fii June Of the  Soeond

Clerk, Mr. T. A. Gurusinha; the post was filled by promotion in the Department, and Mr. H. V. DiaS 
was appointed extra clerk. _ .

•4i"f -;The collection of commutation money for the year has been satisfactory, Rs. 72,210’50, as 
agains\& , 72,058' 50 in 1916.

5. 'A comparative statement of the working of the (Thoroughfares Ordiaanees during the yeai-s 
1916 and 11917 and the statement of receipts and expenditure of the District Roa4 Committee of Kandy 
for 1917 are annexed. •'The miscellaneous receipts include a sum of R«, 1,768'49 formerly ih deposit 
in the Savings Bank on^account of Pension Fund. During the year Government decided tha t Contlibu- 
tions on account of Pension Fund should b© credited to the revenue of the Committee, and that^ pensions 
should he paid from the general funds of the Committee:—‘

Comparative Statement of the Thoroughfares Ordinances in 1916 apd 1917,

1. Population of local area by latest Census
2. Number of resident males by division officer’s

list reported liable to labour
3. Discharged obligation within local area by—

(ct) Paying single commutation 
(5) Paying double commutation
(c) Labouring six days . .
(d) Labouring twelve days 

A. Total discharged obligation
5. Failed to discharge, obligation within local

Area, but otherwise accounted foi as—
(e) Exempted on acoonnt of ftge, death,

disqualification, or physical inability 
to work

(/) ^ a id  or laboured elsewhere -
(̂ ) Doublegpntries or entries by mistake.
(h) Fined
(i) Imprisoned
(f) Left local area

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within
local area . .  -

7. Unaccounted for

1916.
Percentage* 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

1917.
Pesreentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

— 366,192 .--- — 366,192

— 52,438 — — $2,676

47,5l9
260

47,779

, 90-60 
•49

91-09

47,382
379

47,761

90 13 
•63

90- 76

2,861
1,288

67
1

5-43 
2-45 

•12 
•01 ,

2,804
1,349

74

5-38
2-66

•13

452

4,659

•89

8-91

688

4,815

1-16

9-24
— —
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditure of the District Road Committee, Kandy, for 1917.
Revenue.

c
Balance on January 1, 1917 

Commutation realized in  money 
Toll grant on minor roads 
Government, contribution in aid of minor works 
Miscellaneous receipts

Total

E xpenditdiib.
Payment made on account of principal roads and resthouses
Amoxmt expended on minor works
Establishment and commission to division officers:—

Rs. c, 
2,714 61 

72,210 60 
734 0 

10,250 0 
2,624 39

88,533 60

17,796 11 
29,606 67

(o) Contribution on account Provincial Road 
Committee establishment..

(b) Cost of District Road Committee establishment
(c) Commission to division officers

Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31, 1917

Rs. c. 
1,800 0 
9,897 30 
6,743 19

Total

17,440 49 
2,657 57 

21,133 66

88,533 60

6. The expenditure of Rs. 29,506’ 67 on minor works was composed of the following item s
Rs. 0 .

(1) Maintenance, annuahy recurrent . .  . .  15,538 67
(2) Improvements . .  . .  . . 2,600 0
(3) Voted to planters’ and inter-district roads . .  . .  6,618 0
(4) Government grants, 1916-17 and 1917-18 ... . .  6,750 0 '

Total 29,506 67

The sum referred to in item (3) was spent on a total mileage of 253 miles (cart roads 18 miles 
and bridle paths 235 miles), the work being carried out by the Planters’ Associations concerned. Savo 
in a very few cases, the grants are made by the Committee on condition that the estates interested 
contribute a like amount.

7. The Government grants for 1916-17 were Rs. 250 for the Bogawantalawa-Balangoda road 
and Rs. 5,000 for the Nugatenna-Bintenna road. A further grant of Rs. 5,000 for 1917-18 has been 
received towards the improvement of the latter road.

8. Grants in aid of Minor Roads, Central Province.—Government has sanctioned the following 
grants in aid of minor roads in this Province for 1918-19:—

Rs.
Nuwara Eliya District ... 1,830 ■-

Rs.
Kandy District 6,469
Matale District 8,886

The mileage in charge of the Com]

Miles.
Cart roads:—

Metalled 19
Gravelled 17
Natural 69

Bridle paths
Miles.

129

Total 224

March 8, 1918,
C. S. VAUGHAN,

Chairman.

III.—REPORT OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF HATTON-DIKOYA FOR 1917.

A COMPABATIVE 
appended :—

statement of the revenue and expenditure for the years 1916 and 1917 is

Revenue. 1916. 
Rs. c.

1917. 
Bs. c. Expenditubb. 1916.

Rs. 0 . .
1917. 

Rs. 0.
Taxes . .  
Licenses 
Bents . .  
Fines
Miscellaneous 
Other receipts

. 7,639 57 . 

. 5,336 96 . 

. 3,891 46 . 
103 75 . 
728 42 .

. 7,552 10 

. 6,451 96 

. 3,740 35 
114 76 
204 28 

16 0

Interest and sinking fund 
on loans

Cost of adininistration ..
Education
Sanitation
Lighting
Police . .
Public works 
Miscellaneous 
Other pa3maents

1,623 99 
4,027 17 

60 0 
6,922 44 

616 11 
59 22 

1,706 26 
1,083 27 

(

. .  1,601 49 

. . 4,123 14 
62 60 

. .  6,942 25 
789 27 
69 94 

649 43 
. . ‘ 686 74 

. 600 0

Balance brought forward
17,700 15 

6,993 13 .
17,078 44 
8,695 83 Balance 16,097 45 

8,595 83
15,404 76 

. 10,269 61
Total . 24,693 28 25,674 27 Total . . 24,693 28 26,674 27
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2. There was a slight decrease in the revenue as well as in the expenditure for 1917. The Board 
did not undertake any new works durii^ the year.

3. The Board has invested a sum of Rs. 600 in the Ceylon War Loan.
4. Health.—There were 53 cases of chickenpox and 13 of measles. There was no enteric fever 

or plague.
5. Cattle Disease.—^There were 46 cases of hoof-and-mouth disease and, 67 cases of rinderpest, 

of lyhich 25 proved fatal. The question of a quarantine camp for Hatton is imder consideration.
6. 459 rats were destroyed a t Hatton and Dikoya a t a cost of Rs. 68'85..
7. Lighting and Sanitation.— T̂h© lighting of street lamps and the scavenging and the latrine 

cqnservancy of the town were given on contract in July, 1917. The public latrines W ere daily fluehed, 
disinfected, and kept in good condition during the year.

8. Public Markets.-^hs) p u b lic  m a r k e ts  w ere  W ell k e p t d u r in g  th e  y e a r ,
9. Bakeries.-^The bakeries were clean and well kept. A new set of rules framed by the Senior 

Sanitary* Officer and the Government Agent, Western Province, were adopted by the Board.
10. Wa,ter Supply.—.A scheme has been prepared by the Public Works Department for supplying 

the town with water from a stream in the Kotagala forest reserve. The estimated cost is Rs. 41,000. 
The worJt cannet be Undertaken new owing to  the high cost of materials.

11. Gonstituti&n of the Board.—Chairman: The Government Agent, Central Provinee, Kandy. 
O^cial Members: Dr. C. E. van Rooyen, District Medical Officet, Dikoya ; and Mt. H. N. Wotth, 
District Engineer, Dihoya. Unofficial Members: Messrs. C. Van Rooyen and A* R. Aitken and 
ReV. A. S. Beaty. The Secretary^ Mr. R. A. Pitch, resigned in November, 1917.

12. The Board held ten ordinary meetings during the year. A meeting was also held by the 
Government Agent, Central province, in December, 1917, to elect three unofficial members for the years 
1918 and 1919, when only Ope member, Mr. H. Tambirajah, proctor, was elected.

13. Statements are annexed of collections under the Thoroughfares Ordinances and of loans :—
Comparative Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances in 1$ 16 and 1917,

1. Population bflOcal area by latest Census
2. Number of resident males by division officer’s

list reported liable to labour
3. Discharged obligation within local area by

(a ) Paying single commutation
(b) Paying double commutation 
(e) Labouring six; days ..
(d) LaboTlrjng twelve days

4. 7?otal discharged obligation
5. Pailed to discharge obligation within local

area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death.

cKsqrialiQeatiOP, or ph5rSieal inabjlitj 
to work ,.

^  Paid op laboured elsewhere
Tg) Double entries or entries hy mistake.
(h) ePiaed ,  . .  _ .
(i) Imprisoned , .  '
(j) Left local area

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within
local a re a

7. CTnaccuunted for . . __________

1916.

Percentage  
on Number 

Under 
R ea d  2.

1917.

Percentage 
en  Num ber 

under
H ead 2.

— 3,0?5^ — ■ 1 eh 3,025 _

— 1,286 — — 1 ,1 3 5

1,100 8 5 -6 3 992 87*40
6 -46 4 *36

■ - _ . ,

1,106 8 6 -0 0 , 996

7 -6 4 7 * 6 l
12 -93 • 24 2 * U
62 4 - 0 4 19 1 * 6 7

2 •1 6 4 ‘36

63 4 - 8 2 39 2*64

______________ _ 1$6 1 0 -6 7 84 7*40
— 44 3 - 4 2 65 4 •■34

Statem ent of Loans.
, 1902 and 1904
<•1902: Ks. 0,500 ) 
( l9 0 4 :  Rs. 11,500 j 

Rs. 14,900 
2 per cent, 

per cent.
, Rs. 408- 50 

Rs. 521-50 
November 30, 1925

1913 
Rs. 4,000 
Rs. 1,977- 50

4J per cent.

Varies
1921

Year in which loan was raised
Original amonnt Cf loan
Present amount of loan 
Rate of sinking fund 
Rate of interest
Annual amount payable for sinking fund 
Annual amount payable for interest 
Date when loan will be extinguithed 

Bemarks.^^or all loans prior to 1905 t̂he annual amounts paid for sinking fund were fermerlySeated 
as instalments in reduction of the originffi loan. In that year the loans were Consolidated, and sinking fund 
and interest made payable on the original amount Of the loans. Interest, however, is taken by Government 
only on the amounts of the loans as they stood in 1905, the balance of the annual payment being invested as a 
sinking fund, and a date given for the extinction of the debt. The sinking fimd is invested by the Colonial- 
Treasurer. ' The sinking fund system'is in accordance with law. The whole amount due as interest and sinking 
fvmd »8 shown for the year 1917 has been duly paid to the Colonial Treasurer, The loan -o-f Bs. 4,000 is to be 
repaid in eight aimual instalments of Bs. 500 each, with 4|. per ceht. interest on the balance.

Kandy Kachoherk C. S. VAUGHAN,
February 2 7 ,1918. — —̂------- ---------  Chairman.

IV.—REPORT OP THE LOCAL BOARD OP NAWALAPITIYA POB 1917.
Bevenue and Expenditure.— T̂he revenue of the Board for 1917 was Rs. 19,759*73, against 

Rs. 20,675* 70 for the previous year, showing a decrease of Rs. 915- 97.
^Expenditure.—The expenditure for 1917 was Rs. 25,868-85. ^Hiis includes a sum of Rs. 2,750 

spent on the constraotion of a vegetable market and Rs. 1,035-20 on the towp survey, and Rs. 500 
invested in the War Loan.

9(1)18
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A comparative statement of revenue and .expenditure for 1916 and 1917 is annexed * i
1916. 1917. 1916. 1917, '

R evenue . Bs. c. Bs. c. Expbnditube. Bs. c. Bs. c.
Tales' . . 8,727 34 . .  8,360 99 Interest and sinking fund
Licenses 4,069 87 . .  3,957 37 on loans 1,287 0. . .  1,287 0
Rents . . 6,509 0 . .  6,604 5 Cost of administration ... 3,881 34 . . 4,745 61
Knes .. 504 0 87 60 Sanitation 5,813 9 . .  8,527 39
Miscellaneous 765 49 749 82 Lighting 3,361 67 . .  2,404  ̂ 1

- Police. . . 78 98 104 78
Education 60 0 102 62
Public works 2,407 5 . .  7,468 52
Fixed deposit 2,500 0 500 0
Miscellaneous 63 95 728 92

20,075 70 19,759 73 - .19,563 8'-. . 25,868 86
Balance of previous year 8,406 32 . .  9,528 94 Balance 9,628 -94 . .  3,419 82,

Total . . 29,082 2 29,288 67 Total 29.082 2 ■ 29,288 67

2. Public Health.—One case of plague occurred during the year in February ; the patient, a 
Tamil lad, died in  hospital ; the source of infection was not traced. Owing to the precautions, taken 
the disease did not spread. The health of the town during the year was satisfactory in other respects.

3. Water Supply.—^The water supply to the town has been very satisfactory during the year.
4. Lighting.—^The street lighting has been fairly satisfactory, bu t only one Wells’ lamp was 

lit continually during the year ; the rest of the Wells’ lamps were not lit for want of spare parts, which 
wete not OTailàble owing to the war. A number of ordinary duplex lamps have taken their place.

5. Public Latrines,—The repairs to the public latrines were attended to ; they were daily flushed 
and dtsipfected and kept clean and in a sanitary .state.

6. Sanitatioky—^The sanitation of the town received the same attention this year as i t  did
during last year. All town drains were regularly flushed and disinfected and kept in proper repair. An 
additional scavenging cart and a conservancy cart had to be engaged in order to cope with the 
increased amount of work during the year. '  ,

7. PuhUo M a r k e t s . markets were well kept during-the year. The new vegetable market 
was opened by the Board during the year, and has been weU patronized.

8. Eating-houses.—AU kept clean.
9. BafeHes.-tr-Bevised by-laws were passed and the bakeries all kept clean.
10. Z>a»Vje.«.-rn-Dairies were kept fairly under control under the new by-laws on dairies, and 

tire milk supplied to the town whs of superior quality.
H , Gemetery,^The cemetery Was maintahied in good order.
12. Toiffn Survey.-^The Board having felt the necessity of a map of the town requested the 

SurVeyor*General to  undertake the survey, which is in hand.
13. Phi Swamp.—^ïhe acquisition of the swamp had to be deferred, as it  was found necessary 

to frame estimates for a back lanescheme. The pistrict Engineer, Dimbula, has the work in hand.
14. Constitution of the Board.^-Chairman ; Hon. Mr. 0. S. Vaughan, Government Agent, Central 

Province. Official Members ; Mr. R. J . K. MaoBride, District Engineer, from January to  March, and 
Mr. J . 0. Cooper, District Engipeer, from April to December •, Dr. S. T. Gunasekara, D istrict Medical 
Offiûer, from January to October, and Dr. A. A. M. Werapermall from November to December.. Tlnoffieial 
Members : Messrs. F . J . Fernando, J . A. F. Atapattu, and II. O. Lebbe. • There was no change in  the office 
staff during the year. The Inspector, Mr. E. A. Wijesinghe, was sent to Colombo for a course t>f sanitary 
training, and on passing the examination obtained the qualification necessary for Sanitary Inspectors.

15. MeMings.i^ThotQ were twelve meetings of the Board during the year under review.
E l e c t i o n . biennial election of three Unofficial Members was-held on December 11, 1917,

and the same members, were re-elected for 1918-19 without contest.
18. Town Guard.-^The Town Guard continued under the command of Lieut. M. S. Milne, who 

has taken a  keen interest in the welfare of the Corps since its establishment in 1915.
17. Statements of coUections under the Thoroughfares Ordinance and Of loan? are herewith 

annexed
Comparative Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances in 1916 and 1917.

Percentage on Percentage on
under Head 2. under Head 2.

1. Population of local area by latest Census .. 3,764 — 3,764 —

2. Number of resident males by jdivision officer’s
list reported liable to labour ,. •t>WB 1,371 — — 1,385 —

3. Discharged obligation within local area by-*
(o) Paying single commutation 1,1931 87*02 1,255 90*61
(6) Paying double comittutatiOn 12 •88 2 •14
(c) Labouring six days __
(d) Labouring twelve days — __

4. Total discharged obligation 1,205 87*90 1.267 90*75
6. Failed to discharge obligation within local

'  area, but otherwise accounted for as-*
(e) Exempted -on account of age; death.

disqualification, or physical inability ■
to work 8 *68 3 f *21

(D  Paid or laboured elsewhere 158 11*52 124 ' 8*97
(g) Double entries or entries by mistake .. -4- — 1 ( *07
(A) Fined.. --- — _
(i) Imprisoned — —
O') Left local area — --K - A —

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within
local area.. 166 12*10 128 9*26

7. Unaccounted for — — — — —
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, Statement of Loans. 
Year in -whioh loan was raised 
Original amount of loan
Present amount of loan 
Rate of sinking fund 
Bate pf interest
Annual amoimt payable for sinking fund 
Annual amount payable for interest 
Pate when loan wiU be extinguished

B 11

1899 and 1900 
11899: Rs. 13,400 
\1900: Rs. 10,000 

Rs. 12,884-34 
2 per cent, 

per cent.
■Rs. 720-74 
Bs. 566-26 
May 31, 1922

R em arks.— F̂or all loans prior to 1905 the annual amounts paid for sinking fund were formerly treated 
as instalments in reduction of the original loan. In that year the loans Were consolidated, and sinking fund 
and interest made payable on the original amount of the loans. Interest, however, is taken by Government only 
On the amount.of the loans as they stood in 1905, thè balance of the annual payment being invested as a sinking 
iund, and a date given for the extinction of the debt. The sinking fund is invested by the Colonial Treasurei. 
The sinking fund system is in accordance with law. The whole amount due as interest and sinking fund as 
shown above for the year 1917 has been duly paid to the Colonial Treasurer.

February 27, 1918.
C. S. VAUGHAN, 

Chairman,

V.^REPORT OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF GAMBOLA FQR 1917.

“Revenue and Exfeijditure.—A comparative statement of the revenue and expenditure for 1916 
and 1917 is annexed;—^ '

1916, 1917. 1916. 1917.
Revenue. Rs. 0 , Rs. c. ExPENUrEUBE. Rs. 0 . B-s. 0 .

Taxes . .  
Licenses

10,788 82 . 
4,768 0 .

10,745 71 
S,364 so

Interest and sinking fund 
.. on loans 1,716 0 . .  1,716 0

Rents ..- 4,096 80 . 3,660.70 Cost of administration . . 4,060 86 . .  4,5.36 66
Fines . . SOS 80 .. 236 0 Education (Town Schools
Miscellaneous 251 29 .. 253 12 Ordinance) " 180 0 , .  180 0
Other receipts — 170 84 Sanitation 7,366 81 . .  7,770 41
Withdrawn from fixed 

deposit - 2,000 0
Lighting 
Police , .

2,474 93 
92 42

.. 2,632' 78 
201 5

20,413 41 22,430 87
Public works 
Miscellaneous

5,318 37 
244 7

..  5,907 77 
516 94

-

Other payment^ 
Fixed deposit 6,000 0

loo  0

Balance of previous year 11,229 57 .. 5,189 53 -BaTanee at end of year . .
26,453 45 

5,180 53
23,666 60 

. .  3,964 90

Total . . 31,642 98 27,620 40 Total . . 31,642 98 27,620 40

2. The revenue shows an increase of Rs, 2,017-46, OS this amount, Bs. 2,000 were withdrawn 
from fixed deposit.

3. The expenditure, not taking mto account a.sum of Rs. 6,000 placed in fixed deposit in 1916, 
shows an increase of Rs. 2,202' 05.

4. Public Health.— T̂he health of the towii during the year was s?itisfactory. - ,
5. Water Supply.—The inability to renew the corroded main& is causing trouble. The question 

of scraping them is hoW-under the consideration of the District Engineer.
6. Street Lighting.-*r-One additional street lamp was placed in KadugannaVa road at the cemetery 

gate. The town lamps consist of 35 duplex lamps.
7. Sanitation. t h e  recommendation of the Senior Sanitary Officer, a trained Sanitary Inspector 

was appointed by the Board. Mr. Ranasingha, the officer selected, took up duties in May, 1917.
During the year Dr. de Costa, Assistant Sanitary Officer, inspected the town, and'found the 

drainage and conservancy defective. A Sub-Committee consisting of E. G. Jonklaas, the District 
Engineer, and the Medical Officer was appointed to consider Dr. de Costa’s report, but had not finished 
its inquiries by the end of the year.

8. Cemetery'.—The cemetery was kept clean and maintained in good order. There were 88 
burials during the year.

9.,, Rinderpest.—La. May two Case? of rinderpest were reported and two cases in September.
10. ' ' S t a f f Sanitary Inspector was added to the staff in May, 1917. In other respects the 

staff is the same as in 1916,
11. Constitution of the Board.—Chairman: The Government Agent, Central Frovince. Official 

Membeis: Dr, A. Ludowyk, District Medical Officer, And Mr. A. N. Robertson, District Engineer, 
Pussellawa. Unofficial Members: Messrs, E. G. Jonklaas, T. B. Ranabokke, and D. S. D, Simon, 
Eleven meetings were held during the year.
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12. Thoroughfares Orditmnce CoUections.- 
annexed:—

[Part I.

A return of collections under the Road Ordinance is

Percentage Percentaga1918. on Number 1917. on Numberunder Head 2. under Heed 2,
— 5,521 — — 6,521 —

— 1,928 — ■ --- 1,938 —

1,569 81-37 1,525 78-68
9 •46 13 •67

—
1,578 81-85

—

1,638 79-36

23 1-19 51 2-63
27 1-40 — —

52 2-69 8 •41
9 •46 6 •26

199

310

10-32

16-08

117

181

6-03

9-33
— 40 2-07 — 219 11-30

1. Population of local area by latest Census
2. Number of resident males by division officer’s

list reported liable to labour
3. Discharged obligation ■within local area by—

(a) Paying single commutation 
(&) Pasdng double commutation
(c) Labouring six days ■
(d ) Labouring twelve days

4. Total discharged obligation
6, Failed to discharge obhgation ■within loc 

area, but other̂ wise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death,

disqualificati'OB, or physical inabi' 
to work

I f )  Paid or laboured elsewhere 
fe) DouBleeatriesor entries by mistake 
X&1 Fined 

Imprisoned 
O') Left local area 

6, Total failed to discharge obligation within 
local area .. - ..

?4 Unaccounted for

Year in which the loan ■was raised
Original amount of loan
Present amount of loan 
Rate of sinking fimd

13. Statement of Loans. 
1901 and 1904 

fl901: Rs. 6,200 
11904: Rs. 25,000 
Rs. 26,840 
2 per cent.

Rate of interest . .  . .  3 J per cent.
Annual amount payable for sinking 

fund ..  . .  Rs. 776-60
Anmialamountpayableforinterest Rs. 939-40 
Date when loan ■will be extinguished May 31, 1926

Remarks.— F̂or all loans prior to 1905 the armual amount paid for sinking fund were formerly treated 
as instalments in reduction of the original loan. In that year the loans were consolidated, axd sinking fimd 
and interest made payable on the original amouQ î loans. ■ Interest, ho^wever, is taken by Government only 
on the amount' of the loans as they stood in  1906, the balance of the annual payment being invested as a 
sinking fund, and a date given for the ektinction of the debt. The smking fund is invested by the Colonial 
Treasurer. The sinking fund system is in accordance ■with law. The whole amormt due as interest and 
sinking fund as sho^wn above for the year 1917 has been duly paid to the Colonial Treasurer.

14. An election was held in jDedember, when the fittin g  unofficial members were re-elected
for 1918-19 without contest. n  c. tt a a■ . ____________ C. S. VAUGHAN,

May 2, i  918, Chairman.
VJ.—REPORT O F THE SANITARY BOARD, K ANDY DISTRICT, FOR 1917.
The following eleven towns are uttdet ihe  control of the Sanitary B oard : W attegama, PusseUawa, 

Norwood, Bogawantalawa, Maskeliya, Kadngaimawa, Teldeniya, Mayilapitiya, Galaha, Huluganga, and 
Ulapane.

2. The Board consisted of the GpvertUnent A gent; the Provincial Engineer, Central Piovince, 
North; the Provincial Surgeon, Central Pro'tihCe; Mr. J . B. Coles ; Mr. M. M. S m ith ; MrpA. J. W. 
Marambe, retired Ratemahatmayaj 'UdA Bidatgam a; and Mr. R. E. Paranagama, Ratemahatmaya, 
Pata Dumbara. Twelve meetings wefe held during the period under review.

3. The Senior Sanitary Officer lent the services of a  trained Sanitary Inspector (to replace the 
Inspector previously lent) in the person of Mr. R. G. Canagasabey, and he was put in charge of Wattegama, 
Teldeniya, Huluganga., Galaha, and Hadugahnawa. His inspecting work in each to^wn is supervised by 
an honorary super^visor appointed by the Planters’ Association. The assistance given by these gentlemen 
is much appreciated by the Board.,

4. A statement showing the revenue and expenditure and the balances to the credit of each tô wn 
for 1917 is subjoined :—

, c Town.

Wattegama 
- Pussellawa 

Norwood 
Bogawantalawa 
Masbeliya 
Kadugaunawa 
Teldeuiya 
Mayilapitiya 
Galaha 
Huluganga 
TJlapane

Total
5. Conservancy— T̂he latrines a t Wattegama and Teldeniya were repaired. A new ‘latrine at 

Galaha has been constructed. Three latrines tmder construction at Norwood are expected to  be completed 
early next year. Two are extensions of the existing latrines, and the  third an entirely new structure. 
’The erection of a new latrine at Pussellawa, to replace the existing unserviceable structure, for which 
provision exists, wiU be taken in hand shortly. The scavenging of the  to^wns was carried out; on the 
whole, satisfactorily during the year, under the supervision of the Sanitary Inspector and the respective 
District Medical Officers.

Balance on 
January 1, 

I9l7.
Revenue,

1917.
Expenditure,

1917.
Balance on, 

December 31, 
1917.

As. Ca Re. c. Rs. c. Rs. c.
6,049 65 .. 3*930 95 .. 3,441 77 . . 5,538 73

Si 1,664 80 .. 1,276 69 .. 3,229 95
4,M 8 79 .. 1,608 83 3,684 54 .. 2,843 8
1,224 .. 1,367 87 .. 1,960 93 .. 631 45
2,2J9 70 .. 1,697 81 .. 1,746 86 .. 2,161 65
1,239 44 .. 2,795 46 .. 3,280 61 .. 748 29
4,061 n .. 1,445 46 1,742 22 . . 3,754 35

664 96 581 73 529 3 .. 717 66
2,126 26 1,019 23 r. 2,907 89 . . 236 60

943 91 615 81 . . 1,216 95 . . 342 77
1,506 75 697 30 662 60 . . 1,541 45

26,770 82 17,425 25 22,450 9 21,745 98    
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6. Drwinage.—^Extension of existing draias was carried out a t Wattegama, Kadugannawa, 
and Teldeniya.

7. Waterworks.—^Repairs were effected to the existing works a t Wattegama and Teldeniya.
8. Slaughter-horises.—Repairs were effected to the slaughter-houses at Galaha, Wattegama, and 

Kadugannawa. A new sheep slaughter-house has been built for Wattegama.
9. Markets.—^Proposals to construct markets a t Wattegama and Kadugannawa are still under 

consideration«
* 10. Health.—^The health of the Sanitary Board towns was, on the whole, satisfactory.

11. Hducation.—The town of Kadugannawa continues as a town under the Rural Schools 
Ordinance, and the Board employs an attendance officer to look after the progress of the school.

’ 12. Stray Dogs.— Â sum of Rs. 29 was spent during the year on the destruction of stray dogs in the
Sanitary Board towns.

13. A cadastral survey of the Sanitary Board town of Kadugannawa has been imdertaken by 
the Surveyor-General at the expense of the Board, and wiU he completed in 1918.

Kandy Kachcheri, 
May 3,1918.

C. S. VAUGHAN, 
Chairman.

REPORT ON THE MATALE DISTRICT FOR 1917.
Area, 928f square miles ; Population in 1911, 108,367.

• I mpoktakt Events and  Administbative Changes.
Mr. T. B. Aluwihare, Ratemahatmaya, Matale South, retired on January 19, 1917, and was 

succeeded by Mr. W. A. Udugama, President, Village Tribunal, Matale South. Mr. W. Bandaranayaka, 
President, Village Tribunal, Matale North, succeeded Mr. Udugama as President,’ Village Tribunal, 
Matale South; and Mr. T. B. EUepola was appointed President, Village Tribunal, Matale North. 
Mr. E. P. Marshall succeeded Mr. W. J. L. Rogerson as Police Magistrate, Matale, in July. Mr. H. W. 
Codrington, -Assistant Government Agent, left th'e Island to 'join the Army in October, and was 
succeeded by the writer on December 3. Mr E. E. Marshall, Police Magistrate, acted as Assistant 
Government Agent dmirig thè period between Mr. Codringtqn’s departure and the writer’s assumption 
of duties. ' ‘ :

. ■ R evenue  and  E xpendituee .
The revenue for the financial year 1916-17 was Rs. 144,868’ 28, as against Rs. 130,495’ 53 for the 

previous financial year, representing an increase of Rs. 14,372‘ 75. Recoveries under head Licenses were 
’ responsible for this increase, the toddy rents selling at considerably enhanced prices owing to competition. 

The expenditure on account of the Assistant Government Agent’s Department amounted to Rs. 30,450' 68, 
as against Bs. 30,110' 67 in 191S-16. *

CONDIilON OP THE PEOPLE.
The industries of the people are almost entirely agrieultural. There is no mining,.and no 

manufactures of importance. The cultivation of paddy, kurakkan, and other fine grains, tea, rubber, 
coconuts, cacao, and arecanuts are the chief industries. '

The rainfall for the year in Matale town wais 94' 24 inches, as against 68' 38 for the previous year. 
Crops generally have been satisfactory, though tea, cacao, and cardamoms were below the average.

Every effort is being made to encourage and promote the cultivation of food stuffs, and the Matale 
Food Production Society is doing very useful work in this connection. Chena permits for cultivation 
of such products on Crown lands are being liberally issued. 3,726 acres of chena were cultivated on 
permit di’ying the year. The acreage under vegetables and curry stuffs has been considerably increased.

Rice and kurakkan form the staple food of the people. The war has had no effect on the price of 
locally-grown rice and kurakkan, but prices of imported commodities have steadily risen. Prices for 
rubber have been good. There was a slump in tea, but prices improved .considerably towards the end 
of the year. Prices for cacao, cardamoms, and coconuts have been exceedingly poor. In  spite, however, 
of the low prices obtaining for coconuts, cacao, and cardamoms, there is no reason to anticipate distress 

. among the village population, as there is plenty of work available for them  on. the numerous tea and 
rubber estates in the district.

The health of the people was satisfactory. There are hospitals a t Matale and Dambulla, and 
dispensaries at Aluwihare, Elkaduwa, Rattota, Nalahda, Paldeniya, Galewela, Kongahawela, Garn- 
maduwa, and Mawussahmya. 8,737 persons were treated at the hospitals, and 37,387 at the. dispensaries. 
1,234 cases of parangi were treated at the Dambulla hospital, as against 2,484 in the preceding year.. 
The drugs used were kharsivan salvarsan, a purely British manufacture, and mercuric and arseniofis 
iodide solution. The Medical Officer, Dambulla, speaks very highly of the salvarsan treatment, but he 
is not so satisfied with the mercmic and arsenious iodide. ■ He notes that one of his principal difficulties 
is to induce the patients to persevere with the treatment sufficiently long for the effecting of a complete 
cure. There was no outbreak of serious epidemic .disease either among the people or among cattle.

The birth-rate was 45'7 per 1,000 and the death-rate 32*8 per 1,000, as eompared with 47'32. 
and 39' 4, respectively, in 1916.

E xcise.
The arrack rent is part of that ef the Central Province. There are seven taverns in the district.

; The ponsumption from January 1 to December 31, 1917, was 21,690 gallons, as against 24,441 in the 
preceding year. The decrease in consumption is probably due to the earlier closing of the taverns and 
to the present stringency in the money market owing to the war.

The toddy rents are held by small local capitalists. The number of sanctioned taverns was 36, 
the same'humber as in 1915-16. - The rents for 1916-17 realized Rs. 77,280, as against Rs. 45,816 for the 
previous financial year. The increase was due to competition at the sale.

Foreign liquor licenses realized Rs. 3,117, as against Rs. 2,177 for the period 1915-16.
The Excise staff consisted of three inspectors and six peons stationed at Matale, Rattota, and 

Dombawela. Co-operation between the Excise Department, police, and headmen has been satisfactory.
Improved control has dinnnished illicit practices, but there has been no marked increase or 

decrease in drunkeimess.
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E ottcatiost.
The District School Coüimittee consisted, of the following members : The Assistant Government 

Agent, Chairman ; the Director of Education ; the Rev. Father Pius Fernando ; Mr. S. M. P. Wijeye- 
tiUake; G ibb; and the Ratemahatmaya; Matale South. The Committee met once during the
year. Ühe revenue amodnted to Rs. 4,082' 40, and the expenditure to  Rs. 3,477’ 61.

In Matale toTWh there are 2 English, 2 Sinhalese, and 2 Tamil vernacular schools, as well as 2 
vemaenlar schools provisionally recognized. In  the district, outside Matale town, there are 30 Govern- 
inent Vernacular and 21 grant-in-aid schools, the latter being managed by the following bo^es : 
lyends’ Mission, 13 schools ; Baptist Mission, 4 schools ; Buddhist Theosophical Society, 3 schools ; 
Roman Catholic Mission, 1 school.

The old school buildings a t Pubbiliya and Dandubendiruppe were replaced by new ones, and an 
extension was added toLehyambe school. The condition of many of the school bxiildings is imsatisfactory, 
but improvements are hampered by inadequate funds.

The education of boys is compulsory. I t  is proposed to introduce compulsory female education 
at aU schools where a female teacher is employed. Most of the Government schools have gardens, and 
every effort is made to stimulate an interest among the children in gardening and agriculture. ‘

P olice and  Cr im e .
Regular pólice are stationed in Matale town, the force consisting of 1 Inspector, 3 sergeants, and 

16 constables. Of these, 2 sergeants and 13 constables are paid from Local Board funds. Outside 
Matale town limits the investigation of crime is carried out by the headmen, assisted by the police in 
serious cases. The Assistant Government Agent is responsible for the investigation of crime throughout 
the district.

A police station is to be established at Rattota, with effect from April 1, 1918. There is a 
troublesome element in this part of the district, and a pohce station here is very necessary.

The most criminal divisions in the district are Kohonsiya, Gampahasiya, and Asgiri Pallesiya 
pattus in Matale South, and Matale Pallesiya pattu in Matale East. The northern and eastern parts of 
the district are comparatively free from serious crime.

I  am glad to be able to tecord a decrease in grave crime as compared with the two previous years. 
The total number of true cases of grave crime, m 1917 was 118, as against 146 in 1915 and 147 in 1916. 
There were three true cases of homicide (the same number as in 1916) ; two ended in conviction, in 
the other the accused Was found to be insane. The causes were jealousy over women in two cases and 
sudden e^üaITel in one ease, and the Weapons Used were the knife in two cases and a gun án one case.

Burglary, grievous hurt, cattle stealing, arson, hurt by knife, and robbery have all decreased, 
but thefts of over Rs. 20 have risen from 33 in 1916 to 39 in 1917.

The Gansabhawa rule prohibiting loitering a t night after 9 n.M.. without a light was pu t in operation 
in duly last in Mafale South and in the Matale Pallesiya pattu  and Ambanganga korales in Matale East. 
I t  does not appeal to have had any appréciable effect a t present in stopping burglary and cattle stealing 
in these divisions, and I  am doubtful Whether the headmen have been strictly enforcing it. I  have 
agaih instructed the Ratemahatmayôs concerned in regard to  the necessity of strictly enforcing the rule.

■GOroperation between the police and headmen £ ,s  been satisfactory.
liOOAI* G ovebñment .

Mátale town is administered by a Local Board, which is the subject of a separate report.
SMiitary Board.^Tk^  Board consistedof the Assistant Government Agent, Chairman ; the Medical 

Offi<Jer, Matale ; the District Engineer, Matale ; the District Engineer, Nalanda ; Mr. Ü. L. B. Aluwihare, 
Ratemahatmaya df Matale North ; and Mr. D. B. Uduwawela, Ratemahatmaya of Matale Easti

The fi’fe smaU towns of PalapatWela,. KaWudupelella, Madawela, DambuUa, and R^ttota are 
controlled by the Sanitary Board, and it is proposed to bring Aluwihare under the Ordinance. Owing 
to the smallness of the revenue, little beyond scavenging can be done; Rattota is the only one of the five 
towns which has a public market. Cement concrete side drains along the main roads are urgently 
required in all the towns. I t  is proposed to  make à start With Palapatwela, and application has been 
made to  Government for assistance.

The following statement shows the state of the funds of each town ;—

Dambtilla
Madawela
Kawudupelella
Palapatwela
Battota

Balance on 
January 1, 1917. 

Bs, c. 
1,084 72 . 

231 67 . 
691! 83 .

1,092 90 . 
820 70

Bevenne, 
1917. 

Ba. 0. 
312 33 
357 80 
420 76 
469 26 

1,221 92

- Expenditure, Balance on
1917. December 31, 1917.

Rs. c. 
443 45 
297 19 
392 90 
606 17 
900 36

The Board has not received any money on loan from Government.

Es.
953
292
723
955

1,142

o.
60
28
69
99
26

V illage  Gomhitnitibs.
The three chief headmen’s divisions have been proclaimed under the Village Gommunities 

Ordinance. Village works are carried out by communal labour.
The following statement shows the revenue and expenditure of the Village Committees:—

Amount.
Beventte. Es. c.

Balance on December 31, 1916 :—
Matale South . .  4,217 30
Matale North . .  2,439 69
Matale East . .  1,999 7

Receipts in 1917 :—
Matale South ..  3,9l2 32
Matale North . • 2,073 20
Matale East . .  1,811 94

Total.
Bs. o.

8,656 6

E X P E N M tfU B E .
Payments in 1917 :—  

Ma tala. South 
■ Matale North 

Matale East

Amount. 
Rs. o.

12 
87
92

4,429
2,459
1,253

Total
7,797 46 

16,453 52

Balance on December 31,1917 :—
Matale South . .  3,'700 50
Matale North . .  2,053 2
Matale East . .  2,557 9

Total. 
Rs. 0.

8,142 91

Total

S.310 61- 

16,463 öi
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The only new work of any importance was the construction of a circuit bungalow a t Elkaduwa, 
wnieh was completed during the year.' ' . ' ̂

There are three Village Tribunals in tbe district. Detailed statements showing the work done 
by these courts and the number of appeals lodged, with results, are appended :—

Statement showing the Work done by the Village Tribunals in 1917.
Civil Cases. .. Matale South. Matale North; Matale East. Total.

Pending on January 1, 1917 — - ■ — 8 8
Instituted during 1917 • 466 359 302 1,127
Pending on December 31, 1917 — — 10 10

Criminal. Cases., 
Pending on January 1, 1917 4 7 11
Instituted during 1917 1,151 500 232 1,883
Pending on December 31, 1917 1 4 9 14

Statement showing the Number of Village Tribunal Appeal Cases for 1917.
To Assistant Government Agent. Civil. Affirmed. Set Aside. Criminal. Affirmed. Set Aside.

Matale South . . . 4 4 35 . . - 29 6
Matale North 7 Í. 7 — 6 .. 6 —
Matale East 4 3 .. 1 .. 4 .. 3 1

Total .. 15 14 1 45 38 7

To Governor in Executive Council. 
Matale South 2 .. 2 .
Matale North --  . . -- — --  . . * -- ----
Matale East --- . . -- . . ---

Total .. J_ _ _ 2 2 n_

® L and .
The total extent of land ahenated by the Crown during the year was 57 acres 2 roods 29 perches. 

The total amount realized was Es. 1,441'65, giving an average of Es. 24’99 per acre. There was very 
little demand for land by capitahsts. The whole extent sold was purchased by villagers for agricnlturai 
purposes.

The following statement shows the operations of the Settlement OfBcer during the year
N m a b e i of

P aitioalaia. N um ber o f  N o tices  
N otices. Published. Final

Ordeia.
Dgolared
Crown.

Number of 
Notices.

Notices
Pendihg.

Published by Settlement Officer 
and brought forward from 1914 

Published by Settlement Officer 
and brought forward from 1916 

Published by Settlement Officer 
during 1917 , .

. ■ Total

A . B. P. A. E. r- A . B. Pf

2 ... 278.- 0 ^9 .. — , .. 2 . . 278 0 29

8 . . 25,374 2 38-8 ..  4 . . 18,815 2 0 .. 4 . . 6,659 0 38-8

6 . . 15,770 3 21 .. 1 . . 8,440 2 8 .. 5 . . 7,330 1 13

16 41,423 3 .8-8 5 27,266 0 8 11 14,167 3 0*8

Kandyan Mabriagijs OedinanCe .
The marriages registered hnder this Ordinance during the year under review Were 314 in number, 

as against 435 for the previous year.
Fifty-eight applications for divorce were received. Divorce was granted in 39 cases. Fifteen 

applications were withdrawn, and 4 cases were pending ht the end of the yeah Oi the divorces grante<î, 
36 were on the ground of mutual consent.

boG E egisïeaïion  ObPiNangb, ■
2,317 dog licenses were issued during 19l7, and 340 dOgs destroyed outeide Local Board limits. 

There were no deaths from hydrophobia. •
I e e ig a t Io n .

The four “ piajor works ” in the district are a t Kurakolayaya, Bowatenna, Karawilahena, and 
Pelwehera'. The rates irnder these small works amount only to Es. 210 •21. The rates due have been 
recovered in full, with the exception of a sum of Es, 13’63, in connection with which ah application for 
exemption frOm payment is under consideration.

The viUage tanks number 155. Of thèse, 137 are completed, and 18 in process (rf restoration.
A sum of Es. 610 was expended on the maintenance of \dllage tanks. The sluice outlet of Nhagama 

tank was rebuilt a t a cost of Es. .76, and Es. 25 were spent on construction of a spill and sluice a t Lenawa 
Mahawewa. 185 cases wèrô instituted for breach of rules. The fines amounted to Es. 542‘75.

* Foeests.
The district is in charge of an Assistant Conservator of Forests stationed a t Nuwara Bliya. He 

is assisted by two rangers resident at Matale and DambuUa.
The ifevenue recovered by the Forest Department from the Matale District during the calendar 

year 1917 amounted to Es. 1,703’79. The value of free grants of timber was Es. 219’14.

Public W oeks.
Quarters for the District Engineèr and clerk, offiee, workshop, and store a t Nalanda have been 

completed. New works required are : (a) The extension of the Afetale Kachcheri, which is greatly 
congested ; (b) a new resthouse a t Matale ; and (c) the construction of a road hnking up the North road 
with the Palkpatwela-Galewela road.
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A nchylostomiasis Ca m pa ig n .
The campaign has been vigorousljr pushed on during'the year. 2,175 Sinhalese and 6,565 estaie 

coolies were treated during the period under review; out of this number, 6,029 were cured. Estate 
labour is much quicker to realize the benefit of treatment than the Sinhalese population, which appears 
to have a curious prejudice against it. The Moors are also opposed to  treatment, and have proved 
very difl&cult to  approach.

The campaign in this district is a t  present in charge of Dr. de Costa, and a  considerable pact of 
his time has been devoted to the compulsory installation of latrines in villagers’ premises. Sixty-two 
villages were taken up during the year, and a total of 2,424 latrines installed.

I t  is proposed this year to initiate a post-campaign against the disease, with a  view to treating 
all new arrivals to  the district who may show infection, and all cases that may prove to  have become 
re-infected since last treatment.

E. T. MILLINGTON,
Matale, March 6, 1918. Assistant Government Agent.,

A PPEN D IX .

I.—REPORT OF THE LOCAL BOARD OF MATALE FOR 1917.

I.—^iNTEbDTTCTION.

Com/position of the Board.—^The Local Board of Matale consists of six members, three officials and 
three unofficials. During the year 1917 the members who held office were as follows : The Assistant 
Government Agent (Chairman); the District Engineer, M atale; the Medical Officer, M atale; Mr. C. 
Ariya-Nayagam; Mr. M. Y. Sally; and Mr. H. D. Weerasekera. Mr. if. W. Codrington, Chairman, Local 
Board, left Matale on October 18,1917, for war service. Mr. E. P . Marshall succeeded him (temporarily) 
on October 18, 1917, and the writer assumed duties on December 3, 1917.

II.— R̂evenue and E xpendittjee.
2. The revenue for 1917 amoimted to Rs. 30,475-35, being Rs. 4,097-58 in excess of th a t for J9 1 6 :—

Revenue.
1916. 

Rs. c.
Taxes . . . .  11,492 90 . .
Licenses . .  6,001 0 ..
Rents . .  7,669 84- . .
Fines 662 38 . .
Miscellaneous 551 65 . .

1917.
Rs. c.

13,593 12 
7,106 0 
8,440 65 

627 25 
708 33

26,377 77
Balance of previous year 7,411 87

Total 33,789 64

30,475 35 
12,325 16

42,800 51

Expenditube.
Interest and sinking fu 

on loan
Cost of administration
Revenue services
Education
Sanitation
Law expenses
Lighting
Police
Miscellaneous 
Public works

1916.
Rs. 0.0

1917.
Rs. c.

Total

717 76 . 717 76
. .  5,192 68 . . 3,493 86

885 79 982 52
110 0 110 0

. .  5,005 79 . . 4,951 13
98 25 . 50 0

. .  2,111 35 . . 2,060 47
44 51 88 50

351 94 665 99
. .  6,946 41 . 16,470 72

21,464 48 29,590 95
. .  12,325 16 . . 13,209 < 56

..  33,789 64  ̂ 42,800 51

3. Comparative statement sho-wing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance in the years 
1916 and 1917:—

Percentage Percentage
1916. on Number 

under 1917. on Number 
under

Head 2. Head 2.

1. Population of local area by latest Census
2. Number of resident males by division officer’s

— 5,792 — — 5,792 —

‘ list reported liable to  labour 
3. Discharged obligation within local area by—

— 2,353 —

1,972

2,390 —

(a) Single commutation . , 2,007 86-30 82 >61
' (6) Double commutation . . 25 1-06 19 •79

(o) Labouring six days — —

(d) Labouring twelve days 
4, Total discharged obligation . .

—

2,032 86-36
—

1,991 83-39
5, Failed to discharge obligation within local

area, but otherwise accoimted for as— .
(e) Exempted on accoxmt of age, death.

disqualification, or physical inability 
to work 40 1-70 53 2-22

(/) Paid or labomed elsewhere 165 7-01 144 < 6-02
(p) Double entries or entries by mistake . . 17 •72 19 •79
(ft) Fined . . 7 •30 31 1-29
(*) Imprisoned 1 •04 — —

i j)  Left local area
6. Total failed to  discharge obligation -within 

local area . .  ' . .

91

321

3-87 

13'64

152 (

399

6-36

16-68
4. Establishment.—^There was no change in the staff during the year.
6. Meetings.— T̂en meetings of the Board were held during the year. ‘
6. The health of the town was satisfactory. There were a few cases of chickenpox and measles.
7. Water Supply.—^There was a  sufficient supply of water of good quality during the year.
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, 8. Lighting.—A report was obtained from the engineers of Messrs. Brown & Co., Ltd., Colombo,

in regard to UgMing the town with electricity. The ‘estimated cost was Rs. 130,000. As there is no 
possibility of getting water as a motive power, the engineers recommend the installation of an oil or 
suction gas engine, and preferably an oil engine of the Hornsby type. The consideration of this question 
has been deferred for want of sufficient funds.

9. Conservancy.— T̂wo new public latrines on the pit system, as recommended by the Senior 
Sanitary Officer and the Director of the Anchylostomiasis Campaign, were erected a t Nagolla and 
Mandandawela.

10. Park.—^The Saxton park grmmds were maintained in a satisfactory condition, and are 
eiyoying contimied popularity as a pleasure ground. To prevent petty thefts of palms and plants, it is 
necessary to erect a  watcher’s shed.

11. PainfaU.— T̂he total rainfall recorded in Matale during the year was 94 • 24 inches. April 
was the driest month with a rainfall of 2‘ 68 inches, and November the wettest month with 14‘ 28 inches.

12. Cattle Pound.—K  new cattle pound was erected near the civil hospital, utilizing the materials 
of the old Cemetery bungalow, which was demolished.

13. Local Board Election.—The biennial election of unofficial members was held on December 16, 
1917, and the following members were elected for the years 1918 and 1919: Mr. C. Ariya-Nayagam, 
Mr. H. D. Weerasekera, and Mr. M. Y. Sally.

- E. T. MILLINGTON,
Matale, March 6, 1918. - Chairman.

IL—BEPOE.T OF THE DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE, MATALE, FOR 1917.

I n t r o d u c t io n .
The Committee consisted of the following members ;—Official: The Assistant Government Agent 

(Chairman) and Mr. K. de Kretser, District Engineer; Unofficial r Mr. C. P. Anderson, Mr. P. Van Rooyen, 
and Mr. T. B. Aluwihare, representing the Emopean, Burgher, and Native comffiunities, respectively, 
and Mr, H. Storey, representing the Matale Planters’ Association.

® Commutation Tax.
2. The amount collected as commutation money was Rs. 25,606• 45. A statement showing the 

amount collected and the value of labour carried out for the last two years is appended :—
1916. 1917.

'R s. o. Rs. o.
Amount collected in money .. 26,186 0 . .  26,606 45
Value of labour . .  .. 15 0 . . .  - 6 S  60 ,

Total 25,201 0 26,664 96

3. The following comparative statement gives particulars of those who discharged their 
obligation in respect of the payment of the commutation tax or failed to discharge it
Comparative Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance during 1916 and 1917.

1. Population of local area by latest Census
2. Number of resident males by division officer’s

list reported liable to labour ' -
3. Discharged obligation within local area by—

(0) Paying single commutation
(6) Paying double commutation 
fc) Labouring six days .,
(d) Labouring twelve days

4. Total discharged obligation ..
6. Failed to discharge obligation within local 

area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death;

disqualification, or physicM inability 
to work

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 
(g\ Double entries or entries by mistake
(h) Fined
(1) Imprisoned 
li) Left local area

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within 
local area

1916.
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

1917.
Percentage 
on Number 

ufider 
Head 2.

— 21,724 — - 21,724 —

— 18,114 — — 18,283 —

16,735 92* 39 16,981 92-88
28 •16 41 •22
10 * 6 39 •21

I f i  »T'TQ o0> an 17,061 93-32
-

534 2*95 668

>

3-05
653 3-60 508 7 2-78
39 •22 42 ' •23

1 •01 -0 4 ■ —
•¥r~ 2 •01

114 •63 112- • •61

1,'341 7-40 1,222 6-68
4. Particulars of the revenue »nd expenditure of the Committee during the year 1917 are shown 

in the following statement;—
’ R evenue. Rs. c.

Balance on January 1, 1917 .. .. . .  8,638 53
Commutation realized in money .. .. ■ 25;606 46

j  Commutation realized in labour .. . .  68 60
, Estate contribution in aid of minor roads . .  .. 3,483 50'
Government contribution in ai<J of minor roads . .  8,389 0
Refund of amount overpaid as commutation for principal roads 4,272 46
Contributipn from Provincial Road Committee, Kandy, on 

I account of ambalams and bungalows .. . .  450 0
Miscellanebus receipts .. .. . .  609 30

9(1)18
Total .6i,507 74
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ExPENDITTTilE, ^
Contribution on account of principal roads 
Contribution on account of resthouses 
Amount expended on minor roads
Contribution to Provincial Road Committee establishment 
Cost of District Road Committee establishment 
Commission to division officers 
Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31, 1917

Total

Rs. c.
8,496 50
2,832 P

11,870 0
500 0

4,552 79
2,237 63

842 55
20,176 27

51,507 74

5. The following statement gives ^particulars of the expenditure on minor roads during 1917;— 
Statement showing the Expenditure on Roads and Bridges, &c., during 1917.

Name of Boad.

Matóla South.
Uhadaranda-Hunnasgiriya road..
Ukuwela-Elkaduwa road 
Wariyapola-Galoya road 
Bandarapola short cut 
Weragama-Bandarapola road 
Tenna-Owilikanda road 
Owilikanda to Bulatwatta bridge 
DeWiUa road 
DuUewa road 
Yatawatta-Mahawela road 
Kotuwagedara road 
Watagoda road 
Kawataya-Amuna road 
Yatawatta road..

Matóle North. 
Maningomuwa road 
Paldeniya-Koholanwela road

Length pf 
Bead. Amount. Name of Bead.

Length of 
Road.

t
Amount.

M. 0. Bs. c.
Matóle East.

M. 0. Bs. c.

3 0 50 0 Kaikawela-Kabaragala road . 4 0 . . 65 75
7 0 . . 1,486 27 Pallama to Magallewa . 6 20 . . 1,078 37
2 50 . . 140 0 Magallewa to Gonamala-ela . 6 0 . 60 0
2 33 . . 338 40 Gonamala-ela to Demalawadiya. . 2 0 . . 75 0
2 25 . . 533 70 Rattota-Pallegama road . 19 0 . . 623 0
4 0 . . 188 75 Hembarastota road 10 67 . 100 0
3 0 . . 67 60 Cattaratenne-Puwakpitiya road. 5 0-, 60 0
4 25 . . 1,249 37 Gammaduwa-Puwakpitiya 2 0 . 60 0
1 20 . . 60 0 Puwakpitiya to Kambarawa S O . . 120 0
2 60 .. . 697 0 Kambarawa to Elagomuwa 6 0 . . 90 0
0 60 . . 30 0 Nichola-oya road 4 0 . , 300 0
2 0 . . 60 0 Elahera to WeliwamagoUa 13 0 . . 124 0
0 50 . . 26 0 Weliwarnagolla to PaUegama 5 0 . . 50 0
2 47 . . 500 0 '

86 7 2,806 12
38 50 5,315 99 c

6 0 . . 562 50 Repairs to wire bridges 398 50
3 0 . . 300 0 Repairs to Gal-oya river crossing . 936 70

9 0 862 60 1,335 20

6; In addition to the works detailed in paragraph 5, the following special works were completed 
dpfing the year

(а) Improvements to  the Gal-oya fhrd.
(б) Wire bridge over the Walankade on the Pallegama-Elahera road.

* (c) Wire bridge over the ElagomuWa kadawata on the Kambarawa-Elagomuwa road.
(d) Wire bridge over the Kalu-ganga on the Rattota-Pallegama road. ^
7. Improvements to "Cfkuwela-Elkadhwa and Kaikawela-Magallewa roads are under consideration.

Matale, March 6, 1918.
E. T. MILLINGTON, 

Chairman.

r e p o r t  o n  t h e  NUWARA ELIYA DISTRICT FOR 1917. 
ArOa, 471J square miles; Population in 1911, 155,462.

I.—Changes rsr Adm înistration ,
D iteing the year Mr. 15. A. Burden succeeded Mr. B. G. de GlanvUle as District Judge, and 

Mr. C. T. Netteltoh succeeded Mr. G. H. Bromley ns As$istant Superintendent of Police.

I I .—R evenue  and E x pen d itu r e .
2. The revenue of this district for twelve months from October 1, 1916, to  September 30, 1917,

was Rs. 196,411'92, which when compared with the rOvenue for 1915-16, viz.; Rs. 217,800*47, shows 
an increase of Rs. 24,523*05. I t  should be noted tha t the revehhe for 1915-16 included a  sum of 
Rs. 45,911*60 handed over to  Government by the Board of Improvement, Nuwara Eliya, when the 
electric light work ^as taken over from the Board (vide Appendix II., Statement of Revenue and 
Expenditme). There has been a general increase of revenue undep almost every sub-head. The chief 
increase being under Head 3, Licenses : Arrack and Toddy ; Head 4, Fees of Court : Sundries and Médical. 
Aid Dues ; and Head 9, Land Revenue : Forest Department Receipts. The expenditure of the 
Assistant Government Agent’s Department for 1916“! 7 was as follows : Personal Emoluments, 
Rs. 23,776*39 ; Other Charges, Rs. 11,828*03 ; total, Rs. 35,604*42. " ç

III.— Âdministration and Condition  oe t h e  P e o p l e . ‘
3. Paddy crops throughout the district were normal, as were chena crops in Walapaue and 

Uda Hewaheta. Cardamoms are still unmarketable, and as result a considerable proportion of the 
village population in Kotmale, who previous to the war were well off, m ust now' be classed as poor ; in 
other respects, however, the village population of Kotmale is probably the most prosperous in the district,
and no real distress has occurred.
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 ̂ 4. In the latter half of the year under review over 300 apres of Crown land were leased on
easy tenhs to the poorer villagers, with a view to  encouraging the local production of food stuffs. The 
majority of this acreage is in Kotmale, and in October a Sunday market was opened in Kotmale at 
Punduloya, in order to provide an accessible market for the produce of village gardens. Similar 
markets have been established for seyeral years a t  Hârasbedda in Walapane and a t Rahatungoda in 
Uda Hewaheta, and the measure of success already obtained a t Punduloya justifies the hope that a 
perraanent improvement in the local production of food stuffs can be expected.

5. The tea industry has maintained a high level of prosperity throughout the year, despite 
rumours and alarms, and this prosperity is reflected in the condition of the labouring classes, including 
not only the immigrant cooly living on the estates, but also the Sinhalese cooly and the contractor class 
who benefit directly and indirectly through the prosperity of tea. The betterment of the Tamil cooly 
■continues to occupy the attention of all concerned, and the year has been marked by préparations 
for a systematic anti-anchylostomiasis campaign ; practically every estate in the district is now fuUy 
eg^uipped against re-infectjon in anticipation of treatment measures.

6. The health of the district has been maintained at a high level, no Serious outbreaks of disease 
having occurred during the year.

IV.—CaTÎLE PiSEASB.
7. The district, if Nuwara Ëliya town is excluded, has been exceptionally free from cattle disease, 

only one case of red water being reported during the year. The town of Nuwara Eliya suffered from 
recurring and prolonged putbteaks of rinderpest, and also from anthrax among sheep ; particulars of 
these outbreaks are given in  Appendix II .

V.-v*Ckimb and P olice. ' *'*'
8. No cases of homicide Were reported in 1917, and crime, as a Whole, shews a marked decrease 

from the low figute of the previous year, 182 cases being reported in 1917, as against ^57 in 19l6.
9. Burglary and theft continue to be the most prevalent crimes ; the number of burglaries 

reported was 63, the identical figure of 1916 ; and 61 cases of theft were reported, as against 87 last year.
VI. ^ E dVcation,

ÎQ. The district is now well supplied with vernacular schools, and during the year under review 
the effort has been towards improving attendance. Systematic prosecution of defaulting parents has 
made a marked improvement, and the District School Committee has appointed an attendance officer, 
who takes up duties from the beginning of 191$.

11. During the year the Arukwatta school was transferred to lluktenna, the adjoining village, 
which is the centre of a larger population, and a new school was built a t Tispane.

VII, -—mnisATioN.
12, Major irrigation works were maintained in good order during the year, and small improve­

ments were effected on the Ma-ela, the Mulhal-ela, and the Lemasuriyagama-ela anicut.
1$. Systematic inspection of minor works has been taken up during the year, with a view to  

preventing damage and neglect, due to the ignorance and apathy of thé fieldowner ; with the appointment 
of a separate Inspector for this district from 1918, this measure Should secure a definite improvement.

VIII.—JMhSCELLANEOUS.
14. Village Commîtteeè,—^Dming the year under review the Gansabhawas have turned their 

attention ^o the provision of bridges on important paths, and the whole district is now as well provided 
with such bridges as it was before the disastrous flood of 1913,. while several new bridges have been 
constructed at crossings hitherto unbridged. During 1917 bridges wefe completed a t the following 
places : Rosgolla, Helweltota, Morapatota, and Doragolla in Kotmale ; Dambukpotawala, Hawari-oya, 
and Ampiti-oya in Uda BLewaheta ; while the Kosdiyawala, Ma-oya, Knda-oya, and Anda-oya bridges 
are in course of construction. The Kotmale Gansabhawa has made good progress with the project of 
improving the Nugawela Maswela road, so as to make it  fit for cart traffic. A much-needed ambalama 
has been completed a t  Pelwaditeima with (^ansabbawa funds.

15. Excise,— N̂o new arraCk or toddy taverns have been opened, and the consumption of 
intoxicants of all kinds shows a slight but definite decrease.

16. Game.—Four packs of hounds were registered under the Ordinance and hunted throughout 
the season. Trout continue to flourish and breed in the higher elevation streams under the care of ibe ' 
Ceylon Fishing Club. The Club’s hatcheries were exceptioUaUy successful thisyear,and extensive Stocking 
operations were carried out.

IX.-—Sanitar y  B oard.
17. The Board controls twelve small towns, viz., Nanu-oya, Talawakele, Dimbula, Lindula, 

Agrapatana, Tillicoultry, Kotagala, Punduloya, Kandapola, Ragalla, Padiyapelella, and Hanguranketa
18. The following statement shows the financial position of each of the towns

Nanu-oya
Talawakele
Dimbula
Lindula
Agrapâtana^
Tillieoultry
Kotagala
Punduloya
Kkndapola
Kagalla
Padiyapelella
Hanguranketa

Balance on 
December 31, 

1916.
Revenue,

1917.
Expenditure,

1917.
War Loan 

Investment.
Balance on 

December 31, 
1917.

Es. c. Rs. 0. Rs. c. Ra. c. Rs. c.
2,698 79 .. 3,643 84 .. 3,402 31 . . 2,000 0 .. 1,840 32

12,264 59 .. 9,139 80 . . 5,626 69 . . 3,600 0 .. 5,277 80
248 57 .. 366 40 . . 319 20 . . — 296 77
697 51 .. 505 90 . . 624 1 — 579 40
226 14 .. 462 99 .. 678 13 . . — 10 0

2,458 89 .. 1,560 84 . . 442 91 . . 1,000 0 .! 1,076 82
1,161 66 .. 923 54 .. 347 61 . . 300 d) .. 937 59
4,418 8 .. 1,617 6 . . 1,468 81 . . 1,000 0 .. 960 39

39 90 .. 416 35 . . 441 50 .. — 14 76
5,998 1 6 ' .. 2,736- 81 . . 2,928 69 . . 1,500 0  !! 506 28
1,811 14 .. 620 62 . . 824 66 . . - 700 0 .. 908 10

6 31 .. 458 50 ., 414 92 — 49 89
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19. •Com&roancy.—'̂ Ehst v o r t ef cocservanoy and scavenging has been satisfactorily carried out 
in all the towns. Repairs have been effected to  the latrines a t Ragalla and Punduloya at a cost of 
Rs. 750 and Rs. 642’95, respectively, and a new latrine has been erected in Talawakele a t a cost of 
Rs. 300. Refuse destructors have been constructed a t  RagaUa and Punduloya costing Rs, 490 and 
Rs. 37S>, respectively.

20. Drainage.—^The construction of new drains a t Talawakele, Nanu-oya, and Ragalla has been 
undertaken a t  a cost of Rs. 1,721’75, Rs. 400, and Rs. 1,047  ̂ respectively. Repairs to  existing drains 
a t Padiyapelella were carried out a t a cost of Rs. 135 *32.

21. WaterworJcs.—^Minor repairs have been effected to  the waterworks a t Talawakele- and
Nanu-oya. ' ,

22. Slaughter-homes.—^These are in good repair. A neur exposure shed for Punduloya is 
under construction.

23. Meat Markets.—^The question of erecting a naeat market a t  Talawakele has been settled 
but unfortunately much de.layed, as the original site selected had to be abandoned, and the acquisition 
of a  new site is under consideration.

24. War Loan.—^The Board has lent to Government Rs. 10,000, voted for the purchase of War 
Loan Bonds.

25. Health.—The health of the inhabitants of the Sanitary Board towns has been very satisfaotoiy.

The Kacheheri,
Nuwara Ehya, February 27, 1918.

M. M.' WEDDERBURN, 
Assistant Government Agent.

APPENDIX.

L—REPORT OF THE DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE, NTJWARA ELIYA, FOR 1917.

Th i! Committee has lost the Valuable services of Mr. G. F. Bartholomeusz, the Bufgher Member, 
Who died during the year. He was succeeded by Hr. E. Bartholomeusz, Proctor. No other change 
in the membership took place uuthin the year.

2 . The working of the Ordinance during the year has been very satisfactory. There was an
inorease in the amount of collections, and no defaulters were fined or imprisoned. The percentage of - 
effectives is 92 •20. ’ -

3. Auum of Rs. 9,927 • 51 was spent on minor Works in 1917. This item includes the expenditure 
of the balance sum of Rs. 1,481 • 55 vemaining unexpended out of the Government grant of Rs. 15,000 
allowed for rebuilding bridges, whicff were catried away by the, flood of Decen^ber 16, 1913;

4. A sum of Rs. 3,755 • 15 was received from Govemiuént, being refund of the accumulation of
the imspent money out of the commutation paid by the Nuwara EHya District Road Committee for 
principal mads. A sum of Rs. 2,834*52 ffom this amount was spent towards the construction of 
Helweltota and XUsgolla bridges on MadakUmbura*Depegoda and Raboda-PUsulpitiya' District Road 
Committee roads, respectively. c

5. The roads in charge of tlie District Road Committee have been kept in fair order considering 
the funds available for expenditure.

6. The various Planters’ Associations continue to  assist the Committee by taking charge of 
expenditure on the roads in the planting districts.

7. A comparative staternent of the working of the Ordinance and a statement of revenue and 
expenditure for the year 1917 are hereto annexed :—-

Comparative Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Q^inanoes in 1916 and 1917.

1916. -
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Heads.

1917.
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

— 12,026 — 12,026 —

— 15,330 - v ' '  ' 16,833 —

14,307
34

5

93*02
•22
•03

15,049
25

95-04
•16

14,346 93-27 16,074 95*20
&

455
166
120

2-97
1-07

•78

280
1S2
126

C

c

t 1-77 
1-15 

•79

294

1,034

1-91

6*73 759

■ f 1-09 

4-80
— —

1. Population of local area by latest Census
2. Number Of resident males by división offlc

list reported liable' to labour
3. Discharged obligation within local area by-

(0) Paying single commutation 
(6) Paying double conwnutation
(c) Labouring six days
(d) Labouring twelve days

4. Total discharged obligation
5. Failed to discharge obligation within local

area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, d

disqualification, or physical 
ability to work 

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 
(s') Double entries or entries by mistake.. 
(A) Fined
(1) Imprisoned 
(/) Left local area

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within
local area ..

7. Unaccounted for

    
 



Civil.] CENTRAL PROVINCE. (NUWARA ELiyA.)

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year 1917.
Revenue. Bs. c.

Balance on January 1, 1917 .t. . .  . .  2,766 86
Commutation realteed in money . . ». . .  22,648 60
Miscellaneous receipts ... . .  . .  4,288 75

Total 29,704 11

B 21

ExpEirniTtrEE.
Payment mad® on account of principal roads and resthouses 
Amount expended on piinor wotks '  . .  -r
Establishment and commission to division officers

{a) Contribution on account provincial Road Rs. c.
,  Committee establishment . .  ' . .  400 0
b) Cost oi District Road Committee establishment 3,330 67
c) Commission to division officers . .  1,767 37

Miscellaneous charges 
Balance ojl Déeember 31,1917

Total

9,967 0 
9,927 51

5,498 4 
1,392 3S 
2,929 21

29,704 U

The Kacheheri,
Nuwara Rliya, Eebruaiy 27, 1918,.

M. M- WEDPEHBÜRN, 
Chairman,

II.-^B P O R T  OF THE BOARD OF IMPROVEMENT, NUWARA ELIYA, FOB 1917.

Bevenue.—The actual revenue of the Board, including the balança brought forward (Rs. 36,650 • 27) 
and excluding advances and repayments shown in the annexed statement under “ Other Receipts” 
and “ Other Paym ents” and thè loan balance transferred to  revenne, amounted to Rs. 112,913*24, 
and the expenditure to  Rs. 84,617 • 53. ■,

Sanitatim.—^The health of the town was good. There were only  a feW oases of chickenpox, one 
case of measles, and eight cases of enteric fever. The infection in each case was traced to sotuces 
outside the town. i '

Drainage.—Cement concrete drains Were built ih several parts of the town, The drains on the 
northern side of Long street were continued and completed. The drain below “^Scrubs View ”  was 
extended to the culvert. A drain was built from the United Club kitchen, and has stopped a long^ 
standing nuisance. The most importaht work waS the building of a Cement drain from “ Torrington ” 
to the Nanu-oya stream a t  a cost of Rs. 7,356*32. The former earth drain had beeh the anhject of 
complaint for many years. The owners of the bungaloiVs ih the vicinity who benefit by the drain 
contribi’ited towards the coôt,

tVaierwoffc.-^Work has been started in connection with the scheme for supplying Water to the 
buhgaloW^whicb are being built on Waterfield estate. This supplejnehtary main is expected to relieve 
to a certain extent the demand on the St. Andrew’s Drive main.

New BuüâÂngs.-trAbùnt ten private bungalows bave been completed during the year Or are in 
course of construction. * »

Overcrov)ding.—^Steps are being taken to  abate oveicroWdihg in the tenements situated in  the • 
toWn. Effective measures cannot, however, be undertaken until house accommodation is provided 
for the people wbo will be tu r ^ ^  out of these tenements. More model dwellings are required for this 
purpose,

Model DiaeKiwys.-iv-Repaire were effected to tbe block near the nlarket, with a view to providing 
sufficient ventilation and light.

Painting Boofs.— T̂he roofs of buildings in the town. With Very few exceptions, have been painted . 
ted, and the appearance of the town has been improved considerably.

Pootpaths.^—’îh e  footpath along Badulla road has been extended from the United Club to 
Nanu-oya comer.

Cattle Disease and Slaughter-house.—^Rinderpest broke out in the town in Hay, and, recurring 
several times, lasted till September. Forty-five head of cattle were attacked and thirty-six died. A 
consi^ment of sheep for Messrs. K. Abram Saibó & Co. arrived in Nuwara Eliya with anthrax, and 
practically tbe Whole consignment was lost. In  each case the infection Was traced to animals sent from 
the low-Country to Nuwara Eliya for slaughter. In  such cases i t  iadifficult to  detect infection m time 
to prevent its spread, and it is proposed to remoVe the slaughter-house tó a site less in the centre of the 
town as soon as funds permit, with a view to confining Cattle brought from outside for slaughter to  an 
area Where disease can he dealt with without proclaiming the whole town as infected.

Éouse-fiy Nuisance.—^The Senior Sanitary Officer visited the town and reported on the Cause of 
the house-fly nuisance and on proposals calculated to reduce it. Energetic measures on the Mnes of 
this reporbare being taken in band imder the direct supervision of the Medical Officer, Dr. L. A. Prins.

Sécrefàry.-^Mx. H. D. Elhart, who had served the Board for twenty-five yeará uprightly and 
faithfully in various Capacities, died on November 15,1917. This officer held an exceptional reputation 
for steadfast honesty, and his death is a great loss to the Board and to the general public.

Sptemeitt of Bevenue and Bxpevditv/re.—The comparative statement of revenue and expenditure 
shows a decrease in revenue Of Rs. 37,149*73 for 1917. This apparent decrease is due to the repayment 
to Government, who have taken over the electric hghting scheme, of Rs. 47,033 *44, being the accumulated 
balance on the working of the scheme since its inception in 1912.

9(1)18
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. Comparative Statement showing W  Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances in

[Pabt I. 

1916 and 1917.

1. Po^Wation of local area Jk>y latest Census 
2- liO B ^ r  of resident males by division offleers’ 

lists reported^ liaWe to  labOOT i '
3. Discharged obligation within local area by-

fa) Paying,jingle commutation 
(6) Pasdng double commutation 

, (C) Labouring six days
(d) Labouring twelve days

4. Tot$iS discharged obligation
5. Failed t o  discharge obligation within local

area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death

disqualidoation, or physical inability 
to work

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere
(gr) Double entries or entries by mistake.
\h) Fined
(i) Imprisoned
(}') Left local area

3. Total failed to discharge obligation within 
lOQsd.arOa

7- Unaccounted fop _______ . .

1916.
*Sifc

Percentage 
on Number 

imder 
Head 2.

1917.
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

— 5,026 — — 6,026 O
1,960 . — —- 2,165 —

. -*1»629 83*11 1,797 83*39
24 1*23 33 1*53

—
1 RfJit 84*34

---^
1,830

67 3*42 73.* 3*39
48 2-45 33 1*53
68 2*96 54 2*60

I •05 1 *05
u

42 . - 2*14 46 2-13

• 216 11*02 207 9*60
. --- * t 91 4*64 - — 118 5*48

Comparative Statement of
1916.

BBvnutFB. its. 0.
Taxes 
Licenses 
Rents 
Fines ..
Miscellaneous 
Other receipts 
Loan balance transferred 

to general revenue ..
Balance brought fopWard 

from preceding year. .

34.376 89 
10,466 63 
15,614 96 

909 0 
17,396 26

73,001 47

Revenue and Expenditure for the Years 1916 and 1917.
1917. 1916.

■ R e. «• BxPBarniTUKE. R s. c.
37,133 78 Cost of administration ..  12,664 15 , . .

9,662 87 Loans . .  . .  11,167 46 ..
14,06i 20 Public works ^. 14,000 46 .

• . 871 75 Miscelaneous," including
. 44,643 37 sanitation ..  71,884 77 ..
. ' 1,800 63 New works . .  6,406 60 . .

Total ♦. 1S1,7«3

600 d  

' 36,650’ 27 

114,618 87

36,660 27

J917. 
Rs. c.

13,180 18 
11,167 46 
15,487 76

25,764 37 
19,027 I T  

744 90 
29,261 44

Total , .  161,763 60 114,613 87

Statement of Debt.

Debt On 
JanuaÄ 
1, 1917.

To whom
d«o. Rate of Interest.

Provision for Payment 
of Interest and Sinking 
Fuhd.and Enactment 

Under which it is 
made.

Amount 
of Original 

Debt.
Amount
repaid.

«r

Balance 
due on 

December 
31, 1917.

Rs. c.
14.000 0

6,000 0 

78,061 13

9.000 Q

Rs. 0 . Rb. 0.

10,000 0 

13,882 66 

36,000 0

47232 25 123,711 44

4.600 0 -'S

26,000 0 3,500 0 21,500 0

6,000 0 2,040 0
(

' 3,960 , .0

Rs.

126,992 28 ( Government^ 
) of Ceylon

22,000 0

5,000 0

Do.

Do.

These loans have been consoli­
dated, o^d 4 4  pep eem. paid on 
the orimnal amount. Siper cent, 
on Be* 164,617'64 will be credi­
ted to interest, and the remainder 
invested as sinking fund

Annual amount 
paid for sinking 
fund, Rs. 2,280*84 

Annual amount 
paid for interest* 
>-|lS. 6,411*62

4J per pent.

4 per cent.

j Section 45 of 
I Ordinance No. 20 

J  of 1896

Annual am o^t 
paid for sinmng
fund, Bs. 6 0 0  

Annual amount 
paid for interest, 
Bs. 1,125 

Repayable by 
six annual instal­
ments of Bs. 1,000 

Annual amount 
paid for intereet, 
Bs. 240__ _ _ _ _

February 27, 1918
M. M. WEDDERBURN,

. Ghaifiudn.

    
 



Civil.] CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS EOR 1917. C 1

SOUTHEBN -EBOVIÉ'OÉ.

ADMINISTRATION- RRPORT OR THE GOVERNMENT AGENT, SOUTHERN 
• ■ ■ PROVINCE, FOR 1917.

Area Of Province! 2,146J square miies.
Area of the Gall© District, 6521 square miles.

Population of the Province, 671,139. 
Population of the Galló District, 314,773.

P?,iNCiPAL Events.
TSPB year was not marked by any event of striking importance.

APMINÍSTEATTVE CĤ JSTGES DpIlING 1917.
2. (1) Mr. J. R. Toiissainfc was appointed to acfi as Office Assistant to*the Assistant Government 

Agent, Matara, on January 15, vice Mr. J. S. de Saram, retired. ^  '
(2) Mr. W. 0. Stevéns, Office Assistant, Galle Kachcheri, was appointed, in addition to his own 

duties. Assistant Master Attendant, Galle, on February 23.
{^) Mr. S. H. Titley was appointed temporarily Assistant Superintendent of PoHee, Gall©, on 

Februa^ 5, releasing for war duty a regular officer of the Department.
(4) Mr. A. H. Egan, Police Magistrate, Balapitiya, was transferred to Matara as Commissioner 

of Requests and. Police Magistrate on Aprü 14,, and was succeeded by Mr^ V. P._ Redlich.
(5) Mr. 0. W. Henman, Divisional Irrigation Engineer, was transferred from the Southern 

Division in Aprü, and was succeeded'by Mr.T). Zanetti.
(6) Mr. W. Ludovici, Superintendent of Police, Matara, was transferred to the North-Western 

Province, and was succeeded by Mr. G. Manwaring from Tangalla on April 10. i
(7) Mr. F. W, Morris, Assistmt Superintendent of Police, Galle, was transferred to Cangalla

on April 4. \  ~
(8) Mr. N. J. Luddington, Police Magistrate, GaHe, was appointed Assistant Collector of 

Customs, &c.. Southern Province, from August 18, in addition to-hisown duties.
(9) Mr. A. H. Egan, Police Magistrate, Matara, was appomted'Office Assistant to the Government 

Agent, Western Province, on October 22, and was succeeded by Mr-. S. D, Dhondy on November 19.
(10) Mudaliyar ,T. W. Goonewardene, Head Clerk, Galle Ráchcheri, was appointed to act as 

Office Assistant to the Assistant Government Agent, Hambantota, from November 8, in Succession to 
Mr, A. W. Metzeling, who was transferred to the Handy Kaohcheri,

(11)  ̂Mr. E. T. Millington, Assistant Government Agent, Hambantota, was appointed Assistant 
Government Agent, Matale, and was succeeded by Mr. W. L. Murphy on November 28.

Revenue.
'3 . The revenue of the Galle District in the financial year 1916-»17 was Rs. 1,241,789*65, or 

Rs. 92,681 • 36 more than the previous year. Theiaigest increases were under “ Licenses,”  ̂ Rs. 86,462*98, 
and “ Land Revenue,” Rs. 8,953*16. “ Customs” and “ Port D ues” decreased by Rs. 207,058*49. 
The gross Railway receipts At the. stations of the Southern ProEince were Rs. 1,671,640*54^ as contpared 
with Rs. 1,239,636* 39 in the previous year. This revenue is not brbught to aCcoimt in the Kachcheris 
of the Province.

4. The Assistaht Collector of Customs, Galle, furnishes the following report ^
Imports.— T̂he total revenue collected at this port during the year 1917 amounted to Rs, 180,140.48, 

being a decrease of Rs. 163,2’21 *54 fr©m that of the preceding year. ^
Port I)ueé, including Sunday penalty, amount to Rs. 4,862*16, as compared with Rs. 8,849*32 the 

previous year, being a decrease of Rs. 3,987'16. "
Plumbago exports were valued at'Rs. 18,977*04, an increase of Rs, 4,652* 32, but the quantity shipped 

was less than the preceding year. ,
Other Exports.—Rs. 38,346* 32 was credited to revenue.
The decrease under imports AuA exports is due to the smaller number Of steamers calling át this port 

as the result of the war.
A large quantity of imports and local products Was transported per train to and from Colombo. THh©' 

number of steamers which put in during 1917 Was 24, against 40 in 1916.
'  J Five British boats called here for bunker coal during 1917 and seven in 1916. There were seven boats 

which took cargo from Galle for London and sixteen in  the preceding year.
195 registered and ordinary packets to the approximate value of Rs. 5,275 were disposed of during 

thoyear.
Tne^Port Surgeon, Gallo, reports that no ease of infectious disease occurred hmong the crews of any 

vessels visitijig thq,port,
‘ The Assistant Collector of Customs, Hambantota, reports as follows :—

The total revenue collected at this port for the year 1917 amounts to Rs. 1,252 * 36, being a decrease of 
Rs. 1,080* 71 from the revenue of the preceding year. Only the Mand steamers and coastwise dhonies call at- 
this port. No goods are exported to ports beyond the seas.

9(i)18
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Condition  of t h e  P eo ple , H ealth , &o.
5. The health of the people in the GaUe District was good. There was no epidemic, and thefti 

seems to have been less malaria, and fewer cases than usiial of the ordinary village troubles : measles, 
chickenpox, and dysentery.

The year opened prosperously, and for the first half there Was no lack of work or food. The 
plumbago industry boomed, the estates employed large numbers of workers, and fair prices were earned 
for thé products of the coconut palm. General depression set in later in the year. The fall in price 
«ansed a deadlock in the plumbago trade ; the price of coconuts fell to Rs. 2 '50 per 100; the merchknts 
would purchase little coir, yam, copra, oUs (coconut and oitronella), and that a t half the normal price. 
Cinnamon hardly found a market. Those dependent on these industries, i.e., the inhabitants of the 
coastal area, naturally suffered severely, especially as the price of imported food stuffè and other goods 
rose. Fortunately the paddy crops were fairly good, and the fisheries prosperous. Coral digging and 
lime burning were much resorted to and provided work for many.

The people had been Warned in time of a possible shortage of food,' and urged to extend the 
cultivation of vegetables as far as possible. This they did, availing themselves largely of thé Crown land 
placed a t their disposal for the purpose and of the free issue of seed. In  many places the production 
.exceeded local consumption, and large quantities of vegetables were brought into the markets of Galle 
and the smaller towns. *The low price of coconuts was not quite an unmitigated evil, as they form an 
important item in the diet o f the people. The situation is carefully watched, and schemes are being 
framed for relief works, should such become necessary.

I n d u str ies .
6. Tea and rubber had a prosperous year. The latter product is being planted by the villagers 

in every available u.cre of land, often ousting cinnamon and citroneUa. The distilling of arrack, a very 
important local industry, suffered from the competition .of molasses spirit.

As already stated, the other principal industries, except paddy sowing, fisheries, coral digging, 
and lime bmufing, sank to a  low ebb. Little was done in the coir, copra, oil, and cinnamon trades in the 
latter part of the year.

Co-OPEBATIVE Ge EDIT SOCIETIES.

7. The following statement explains the working of the Co-operative Credit Societies of the 
Galle District :—

Name of Pattu.
Number 

of Shares.
Number 
of Shares 

sold.
Number 

of Members.

Amount 
paid on 

Account of 
of Shares.

Amount of 
Loans given 
to Members.

Amount of 
Interest 
received.

Amount of 
Loans

outstanding.
Es. c. Bs. c. Es. c. Es. c.

Gangaboda Pattu . 3,600 . . 2,422 249 . . 2,298 0 . .  1 ,5 3 0  0  . . 70 20 . . 2,182 36
H inidum  Pàttu . '2,^000 . 616 84 . . 268 0 . .  "360 0 . . 32 66 6 0
Talpe Pattu . 6,000 . 602 . .  I l l  . 1,204 0 . .  460 0 . . 46 20 . .  1,188 0
Four Giavets 2,000 . ■ 801} . .  216 . 801 75 . 1,238 0 . . 103 70 687 0
Wellaboda Pattu 4,600 . 1,966 . .  -101 . 691 75 . .  988 22 . . 34 43 963 22
Bentota - Walallawlti 1*^,

Korale 6,0OO ♦ 422 86 . 422 0 — — ». —

CA5TTLB. ^
8. There Was no murrain or hoof disease during the year, and the condition of the cattle was 

normal. The people still allow their animals to ■lyander untehded, and the roads offer an'irresistible 
attraction. The procedure described in previous reports for dealing with the nuisance of stray cattle 
on roads was continued. 4A5 owners Were prosecuted in the Galle District alone; they paid Rs. 3,515‘ 20 
in fines, and Rs. 204-85 were realized by the sale of unclaimed animals.

B h u Oa t io n .
9. irtie members pf the Galle District'Schoof Committee were thff“Government Agent, Chairman ; 

the Director of Education; Rev. Father J . Cooreman, S. J . ; Rev. W. J . T, Small, Richmond College ; 
Mr. F. L. Woodward, Mahhid« College; Rev. G, A. Purser, Chpreh Missionary Society ; and Gate 
Mudaliyar J . P. Goonetfileke. The revenue for the year was Rs. 16,721-96, the expenditure 
RS. 14,948- 36. JChere are 66 Government schools, of which 66 Were repaired a t a cost of Rs. 2,776' 65. 
Thirteen school gardens were fenced, and two p ro -^ ed  with wefis.

New BuiMings and Eartewsions.—Tefikadw and Kimbiya girls’ Schools, Weli"tvitiya, Hungantota, 
and Dellawa boys’ schools Were provided with new buildings. Horadugoda mixed and Walpita 
and Gonagala boys’ schools were "extended. A school was built a t Tawalama for girls. Weliwitiya, 
Happitiya, Kataluwa, Hiyare, iKottoWa, HUngantota, and Niyagama boys’ schools, Magedara mixed 
school, and Delduwa girls’ school were supplied with kitchens. Temporary latrines were erected for 
each of the boys’ and girls’ schools a t Bussa.

Cb i m e  AND P o l ic e . „
10. Crime in the Province was practically normal. The Superhftendent of Police reports :—

During the year under review the total number of cases of grave crime reported amounted to 1,592, ‘ 
against 1,489 in 1916. The increase is not very alarming, and is due to the present economic and financial . 
position. Burglary, cattle stealing, grievo\is hurt, honficides, and rape all show an increase.- ' ,

The percentage, of convictions in true cases remains the same (34 per ceUt.). . In the Gaile District • 
770 cases were reported, against 643 in 1916, 777 in 1915, and 777 in 1914. I t  will be seen, therefore, that the 
apparent increase in Galle District is due to the fact that 1916 was an abnormally quiet year as regards crime. 

The greatest increase in-reported crime is in the Dodanduwa and Ambalangoda circuits. This appears 
to be due to a certain amount of poverty, due to causes I  have already mentioned, which Was reported especially 
during the latter part of the year. As regards Ambalangoda and Dodanduwa, the number of cases “Teported 
is the highest since 1908.
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Burglaries and thefts were on the increase in the GaUe District owing to the impoverished condition 
of the peo^e. The steps taken to deal with them are described by the Superintendent as follows ;—

Each police station circuit is divided into a number of sections, including several villages. The Police* 
visit a certain number at night. They carry with them patrol hooks, in  which they obtain the signatures 
of headmen whom they visit, and who patrol with them in their divisions. 4- register is kept showing the head­
man who patrolled and the date on which they patrolled with the Police, and every six months or every quarter, 
as the case may be, this is forwarded to the Government Agent or Assistant Government Agent, and those 
headmen who have ïegularly patrelled are rewarded. In addition to the above, the enforcement in villages 
of a Village Tribunal rule .which prohibits any person frona being abroad at night after 9 p .m. without a light 
unless he can give à Satisfactory, account of himself gave good results. During the year a further extension 
o f  ,the patrol system was introduced. Patrol books were placed at suitable houses which the patrols were 
required to sign ; the officers in charge having to verify tBese entrfes next day or_as soon as possible.

There were sotae cases of spreading false and alarmrng rumours. In  one instance a report spread' 
like wild fire from Bentotar to Matara that doctors were visiting the' schools and administering drugs 
vÿiieh generally é^ sed  the chüdreri to die. People kept their chil<k'en a t home, and there was considerable 
excitement in some places along the coast. The villages were promptly visited apd the people reassured 
by the Superintendent of Police and myself, and the headmen received orders to take immediate action 
to- allay the alarm. Several persons were charged in this connection and punished. The rumdur was 
traced to rheasmes against anehylostomiasis in an adjoining district.

■ The police have worked -well both for the prevention and detection of crime, and the co-operatioh 
of the headmen was satisfactory.

1 Galle Mtjniûipalitÿ.
11. Revenue for the year was Rs. 176,396;61, which is higher than that of 1916 by Rs. ¡13,487' 69, 

and over the average*of the five years 1912 to 19l6 by Rs. 20,188'85.
Ex'penditure -ivaa Rs. 108,903' 86, or more than tfiat of 1916 by Rs. 22,176* 11.
Loans,—^The Council’s funded debt on December 31, 1917, was v

Waterworks Loan • • • • • • 36,454
Loan for Sanitary Improvements . .  . .  .. 37,840 82

a New W’aterworkS Loan ..  • - , • • 200,000 0

Total 274,295 16

The sinking funds for the extinction of the last two loahs were Rs. 12,499* 75 and Ra. 12,357* 29, 
’ respectively. The borrowing powers stood at Rs. 619,273* 18.

Health.—^The health of the town was satisfactory. The chief infectious diseases reported under 
the Ordinance were phthisis, enteric, ehickenpox, and measles. ISianÿ of the enteric cases Were brought 
in from outside the town, and others reported by vedaralas were found on examinatioh by the  medical 
ofiîcer to have been erroneously diagnosed. * ' ^

Drainage.—^The Surveyor-General’s Department took leVels in the selected,area for, the new 
drainage scheme. Surface drains werC repaired and kept in Order. .

Roads were not weU maintained, Changes in the Works Department will, it is hoped, remedy this.
Water.—^The quahty and quantity of water from the Hiyare reservoir were satisfactory, although 

there is still a slight discolouration. The mains have been periodically scraped. A large number of 
private services was allowed.

ÍAqhting.—Single wick kerosine ôü lamps were Used, pending the introduetion of electric %hting.
Catñe Disease®.—No cases of cattle disease were reported.
Catík. /Seizure.— 3̂51 head of cattle were Seized. The owners of 346 cattle Were prosecuted in the 

Municipal Court, and in 277 cases the accused Were fined.
Stray Dogs.—1,337 stray dogs were shot, 284 by PoKce and 1,053 by Municipal officers. One case 

of rabies was reported. ’ ^
Diois,—The loan of Rs. 70,000 by Government to the Council, for the immediate payment of 

compensation for damages caused during the riots of ÍOI5, was repaid with interest, .the fuR amount 
having been recovered under the scheme of special taxation formulated for the puipose.

9

RaNITAAV BoABP* GALLSt
12. The memberâ of the Board are the Government Agent, Southern Province, Chairman ; t^e 

Provincial Engineer, Southern Rrovince ; the Provincial Surgeon, Southern Province ; Mr. C. Northway ;•* 
Mr. G. Ranasopriya, Rroctor ; and the Mudaliyar, Wellaboda Pattu. The revenue of the Board was 
Rs. 13,172* 19, the expenditure Rs. 11,418*19.  ̂There afe three Sanitary Board tôwns :—

(1) Ambalangoda.— R̂s. 2,475 was spent on the maintenance and improvement of roads. A large 
incinerator was erected in lieu of two smaU ones for the disposal of night soil. The town Was scavenged

'  and Ughted, and conservancy qf a Mmited area carried opt.
(2) Hikhaduwa.—^RoadupkeepcOstRs. 1,310*64. The town was scavenged, and the public latrines 

maintained. . Two plots of land were purchased for Rs. 380, and a vegetable and fish market, temporary
• buildings, erected at a cost of Rs. 450 each.

(3) Dodanduwa,— R̂s. 865 was spent on roads. Scavenging was carried out. The rest of the 
^ avadrfbtle funds was saved for the construction of cement side drains, which are badly required.

- , , ViLLAaE Committees.
13. ’ There áre six Mudaliyars’ divisions in the Galle District ; each Mudaliyar is Chairman 

of thé ViUage- Committees within his division. The total revenue for the year was Rs. 40,451* 27, a 
decrease of about Rs, 3,500 on the previous year. The chief sources are Village Tribunal fines, labour* 
eommuta,tion, fish and husk hraals. The expmditure was Rs. 46,261*^47. Roads, buildings,, end

^  edandas,were maintaiped, but the money is insufficient for the development of inter-village traffic, 
and the revenue shows a tendency to decrease in these times of general depression. There is a Village 
Tribunal in each Mudaliyar’s division, except WeUaboda pattu.
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ViLi*AGE Sanitation.
14. Village Coromittee rules on this subject were enforced by the headmen. A Sanitary 

Inspector trained by the Sanitation Department was appointed in Talpe pattu, but had to be discontinued. 
Another man is in  training for the post. In connection with the anchylostomiasis campaign on a 
^ ou p  of estates in Elpitiya, Beptota-WalaUawiti korale, a start Was made in inducing the people of the 
surrounding villages to make use of cesspits.. The dangers of their present practice were pointed out, 
and the requked position of cesspits ‘with relation to Wells explained. Good progress was made. ^The 
villagers expressed a desire for ireatm ent, which^ however, for the present, is confined to the estates. 
Similar steps were taken in the other divisions.

PüJçLic Works.
15. No new works of importance were commenced. The quay wall and export shed in Galle 

Customs premises were completed ; and also the new road bridges a t Kananke and Goiyapana. -Much 
attention was demanded by the serious erosion of the coast road, which in one place, near the 60th mile, 
has been completely carried away.. Large quantities of rubble were dumped before the process of erosidu 
Was arrested. The road is being re-constructed.

Hospitals, &c;
16. There are two large hospitals in the Galle District, at Galle and B a la p itiy a tw o  in Matara 

District, at Matara and Deniyaya ; three in Hambantota District, at TangaUa, Hambantota, and 
Tissamaharama. A new hospital is in course of construotiom in UcTugama, Galle District. Hikkaduwa 
is to have one when the people have subscribed Rs. 12,000 towards it . So far a site has been secured 
and Rs. 4,000 collected. Subscriptions come in very slowly. There are in thp Province 28 dispensaries 
and 22 branch dispensaries,’ 141,376 persons were treated duriug the year. «.

Land  Sales. ^
17. Land.sales were practically suspended so far as large blocks were concerned, and generally

only small lots were dealt with. 428 lots were sold aggregating 1,098 acres 1 rood and 35 perches, 
Realizing Rs. 236,766* 02. Forty lots were settled at han-impfoved value, in extent 29 acres 1 rood and 
28 perches, for Rs. 1,746’ 35 Certificates of quiet possession were issued in I’espect of 15 lots, J>be fees 
amoimting to Rs. 94. . The total revenue from lund sales, including fees, Was Rs. 238,606’ 37. The average 
price was over Rs. 200 per acre. ,

PnhMBAGO Land.
18. Mining leases for five years were sold in  respect of 12 lots covering 10 acres 3 roods and 24 

perches, and the rent yielded Rs. 9,386’ 80. 1,399 mines were opened in  1917 (3,087 in 1916).

F obestSj
19. There is little.to  record beyond the ordinary supply o£ timber by the Forest Department 

to other Government Departments. The Assistant Conservator reports ¿hat the sum of Rs. 19,105’ 76 
was reafiized in the Dalle“ District by sales, royalties, leases, and fines. Forest offences were more 
numerous than ustial. The headmen and sub<kdinatp forest officers do not work together as w ell as I 
should wish for the protection of. the CroWn forests, and cases of tmpunished thefts of tim ber have 
occurred. The headffiOn Whose neglect was responsible for this were severely dealt with.

"Waste LaN£>s Ordinance.
20. Five notices were pubhshed by the Settlement Officer covering 5,339 acres and 32cperches. 

Three final orders were issued declaring 5,224 acres 2 roods and 39 perches to be Crown property. 
Proceedings were taken by me in respect of HonduWa, an island in the Bentota river, title tof which had 
long-been in dispute. Finally, the claimants RgTeed to withdraw their claims on the condition tha t the 
land should be sold to theffi at Rs. 30 per acre. The settlement was carried out.

E xcise. .
21. RgitfS.“—The GaUe District "toddy rent sales realized Rs. 35,874 for 1916-17 compared

with Rs. 31,450 for 1015-^16. .There were 39 tOddy taverns in 1916-17, the same number as in the 
previous year. '  ’ ‘ v

Armclc Remfe.-^The GaUe District arrack rent was sold for Rs. 281,120 for 1916-17, as against 
Rs. 194,600 for 1915A6. The number of sanctioned arrack taverns remained the same, viz., 66.

The following is a statement of foreign liqh'or licenses issued in the Galle District foV the financial' 
year ended September 30, 1917, and thé feea-recovered therefor :—

Fees
recovered.
Rs. c.
128 50

■ 87 P

Description oi. t . Number r Fees Description of Number
License. issued. recovered. License. - issued.

r <3, -
Retail 13 ^ . .  1,350 0 Resthouses 11
Tavern U . .  3,770 P Occasional 5
Restaurant 5 . .  1,000 0
Hotel 2 -■ 600 0 Total .... 54.
B a r .. 3 520 0
Rectified spirits 1 1 0 - 0
The revenue realized from these-licenses in 1916 was Rs. 6,093’ 50,

7,465 50

Distillery Licenses.—Fifty-one licenses Wei's issued for 1917, as against 46 in 1916.
The preventive and detective Work of the Department was carried on with zeal and success. 

There were 141 prosecutions for offences against the Ordinance, and 119 convictions. Thej'assistancV ' 
and information required by me from the Excise officer were always-readily forthcoming, o '

The R io r Damages Ordinance, ' 19115. .
22. An account of the application of this Ordinance te  twen%-nine administrative divisions of 

the Galle District is given in my last year’s report. Of the-Rs.-62,003 to be recovered imder thetlasdlnanee, 
a balance of Rs. 996”37 due from defaulters, who sO'far have not been found, remains ,uni*aid. - .’Where 
these defaulters are owners of property, warrants of distress have'been issued, A '-
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*' - Ireigation.> . \
23. There are only two small works in the GaUe District:—
(1) Dedduwa, in Bentota-Walallawiti korale. 2,143 aeres are benefited, and pay a maintenance 

rate of 52 cents.
(2) Digoda, ^  small tank in Talpe pattu.' Its restoration wa'S undertaken in 1870,. and paid for 

by the owners of the paddy land in ten annual instalments. A small annual vote has
» sufficed to keep it in order till recently, when extensive Tépairs became necessary.- The 

owners were consulted and declined to  undertake any payment, so it seems probable that 
the tank wiU faljinto complete disrepair and become useless. _  ■*

. My Assistants de§l with the important works of their districts.
Eireaems ORDIirAlfCE. .

24. AH classes- •^ere slow to realize the. changes introduced by Ordinance No. 33 of 1916, and 
ipdiscrimmate action would havS resulted in a very large number, of prosecutions for offences due to 
ignorance^of the law. Special steps were taken to bring the Ordinance tp the notice of the public. 783 
gun licenses were issued in the GaUe D istrict; the fees realized Rs. 2,301* 50.

Salt.
25. A -áalt check store, recently expanded into a supply store. Was opened in Gaffe in October, 

1915,-— The salt is obtaineci from H am ^ntota by steamer, or, when the supply there fails, from Colombo 
by raff. The maximum (Quantity spiff to one. person at one time is 10 Cwt., and the price Rs. 4 per cwt. 
The retail price is 4 cents pér IB. up to  1 owt. This store has ffone excellent »service in preventing the 
raising of prices by a combination of dealers, and in supplying the market when stocks ran low.

R egistration oe Marriages, Births, and D eaths.
26. The number of births re s to red  in 1917 ip. the GaUe Distript Was 13,546 ̂  deaths, 7,983 ; 

stillbirths, 96; general marriages, 2,4984 Kandyani marriages, 18 ; and Muhammadan marriages, 52.

Pilgrimages.
^7. There are no pilgrimages of importg,nce in the GaUe District.

of Matara and Hambaptota.
My Assistants describe those

CiRCPITS.
28. Every part of the GaUe Ilistrict was visited by me, the more populous and important 

divisions many times, during the year. Circuits were also undertaken, in the Matara and Hambantota 
Districts in company, with the Assistant Agents. The work of the Mudaliyars and minOT headmen was 
examined, and the condition of the people studied.

'  R. B. HELLIKGS,
April 15, 1918. _______ __________  » , Govemmept Agent.

APPENDIX.

I.—REPORT OE THE PROVINCIAL ROAD COMMITTEE, SOUTHERN PROVINCE,
FOR 1917.

Composition of Gommittee.— T̂ho Hon. Mr. R. B. Heffings, GoVerpment Agept, Chairman; 
Messrs. E.^H. van der Straaten, Provincial Engineer; D. C. Goonewardene; A. C. Hayley; E. Griffiths ;
R. A. H. de Vos ; and Magdon Ismail.'

Meetings!—The Committee held five meetings duripg the year. ■ -'
District Roads.~^The Committee considered the feasibility of transfeiripg some of the #oads in the 

hlatara District to the Village Committees to be maintained by those bodlps, the income p£ fffe IMsfcrict 
Committee being foupff inadequate to meet the increased expenditure on the more importaSit toads. It 
was decided to sanctiop the transfer of nine roads of a total length of over thirty miles. The assistance 
of Government was also sought, and I  am glad to  state that, .as a result, the Pablie Works department 
were directed to take over the maintenance of the Wgligama-TeUjjawUh rOad from October, 1917. A 
grant of Rs. 1,500 was also received for the maiptenanpe of the Tihagoda-^KamburupitiyS rOad. The 

. Matara District Committee has thus beep considerably relieved. Grants to  the extent of Ss. 4,089*75 
were also inade to the GaUe, Matara, and Hambantota District'Road Committee^ from Ecoyinoial funds 
for maintenance of such toads as required mote money. The system of road wOrk prevailmg in the 

. Hambantota District being found unsatisfactory,* a new method on lines similar to  those obtaining in the 
Public Works Departraept was sanctioned. , .

jSoad Tax Collections.—^With a vieW to reducing the number oT outstanding defaulters of previous 
years, Matara and Hambantota District Road Committees Were directed to introduce a form*v-“ Return 
of Defaulters unaccounted, for by Headmen”—^inuse a t Gaffe. The consequent improvement in the 
collection of arrears has been remarfcible, the figure realized for 1917 being Rs. 1,173, as against only 
Rs. 99 in 1915. I t  has also had the effect of greatly improvixg the annual eoffeotions by spurring on 
the division officers to  greater activity in order to reduce their hsts of defaulters.

. ■ M ^ions ,-—No District Road Committee elections took place during the year. At an election 
undei the Branch Roads Ordinance of a Tocal Committee for the Deniyaya-Hayes road held in October 
the: under-mentioned gentlemen were returned as duly elected; Messrs. C. E. -Wiuthrop (Chairman),

- E. C, Anderson, and M. S. Eurlong, -
Dnbroachments.^0x\B case of encroachment reported during the yeai has been ,removed. Two 

cases were p’endi:p,g a t the end of 1916. *0f these, one lot wqs settled on the encroacher, the other is still 
■pending. There were two cases reported of houses being bnilt without the necessary notice under 
section 86,of Ordinance No. 10 oi 1861 being furnished. In  one case the owner was fined and the house 
puffed down, and in .tffe; other the house was removed without recourse to  prosecution. Three cases of 
obstruction by allowing silt, &e., to remain on the road were dealt with. Two persons were fined and the 
obstruction removed, the other case is pendmg. , . i
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Oottte Licenses.—S48 licenses were issued during the year to seize stray cattle, and have served to 
reduce the nuisance to  a great extent. i,

Bestfymses.—^The total expenditure on resthouses for the year amounted to Rs.' 16,215*74. 
Y p ij  few impx)vements.were undertaken owing to  the high cost of material, and as none was found to be 
urgently neeessary. The resthouses and equipment were maintained in good order. A proposal to close 
certain resthouses in the Province on the ground tha t the changed conditions of travel Have rendered 
them unnecessary was considered. I t  was decided tha t the Elpitiya resthouse be closed temporarily, 
and the premises leased to  Government to serve as qrtarters for the resident medical officer. The under­
mentioned rules were passed in regard to occupation of resthouses :—

(i.) An intending visitor to  a restiiouse may engage one room in advance for a period not exceeding 
three days, and shall have a prior right to such accommodation in preference to any visitor who has made 
no previous engagement, l^ovided that such intending visitor in engaging a room in advance shall 
specify the hour of his arrival, and accommodation shall not he reserved beyond the hour so specified if 
he has faded to arrive,

(ii.) Members of the' Oeylon Defence Porce who leave their motor cars or motor cycles in k 
resthouse garage while on military duty shall be exempt from occupation and garage fees during the 
period of such duty, provided that any such car shall be removed from the garage, if necessary, to make 
room for the car of a visitor paying occupation fees, and such removal shall be wholly a t  the risk of the 
owner of the car.

The tiqiior tariff at-resthouses was also amended, the rates being considerably raised owing to the 
enhanced prices prevailing generally.

Distribution of Labour to. Principal Roads.—^GoVemment having ordered a re-adjustment of 
the remittanee under this head in order to square the difference in the Treasurer’s accounts arising 
froffi Government adopting the financial year and the Committee the calendar year, it was necessary to  
remit only a sum of Rs. 22,197*75 instead of Rs. 49,238*25. The reduction was opportune, greatly 
assisting the three Committees in providing funds for roads hitherto starved.

Receipts and Expenditure.— Â statement is given below

Revenue.
Balance on January 1, 1917
Amounts seCeived-fromldistrict Road Conunitteeon accoimt 

of two-thirds commutation for principal roads, resthouses, 
&c. :— ,

Prom CaUe District Road Committee 
(6) From Matara District Road Committee 
(c) Prom Rambantota District Road Committee  ̂.

Amount.
Rs. c.

18,840 76 
15,628 0 

4,087 0

Total. 
Rs. c. 

6,277 76

Refund by Government of tolls levied on mfiior roads 
Government grant in aid of minor wo^ks . .
Resthouse collections

(а) Prom Galle District Road Committee
(б) prom Matara Distiiot Road Committee

” le) Prom Rumbantota District Road Committee

38,555 75 
17,961 0 
25,067 0

3,321 91 
•2,775 38 
1,841 51

Contributions from District Road Committees on accoimt of 
Provmcial Road Committee establishment t—

■<o) Prom Galle I>istiict Road Committee ..- 827 26
(6) Prom Matara District Road Committee .. 386 66
le) Prom Sambantota District Road Committee .. 202 84

7,938 80

Miscellaneous receipts .. .. .. —

Total
P S T E N m iU E E ,

Payments made from tWO-thirds commutation during the 
year under the provisions of Drdmances Nos. 19 Of 1861,
31 of 1884, and -10 of 1902, on account o f *

(а) Principal roads • • *,
(б) Resthouses .. ' ..  . ,

Pay of resthouse-fceeper .. . .  .. —
Pro-vincial-Road Committee estabhshment,  ̂ . .  —
Toll grants remitted to—

(a) QaUe District Road Committee . .  11,718
, (6) Matara District Road Committee . • 6,019

(c) Rambantota District Road Committee . .  223

1,416 66 
6,359 89

102,576 88

22,197 76 
9,756 24 
6,459 50 
2,431 66

70
20
10

Government grant m aid of mmor works remitted to—  
(aj Galle District Road Committee*
(5) Matara District Road Committee 

• (c) Efambantota District Road Committee

Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31, 1917

17,961 Ö

9,201
11.416
4,450

Total

- 25,067 0 
8,723 42 
9,980 29

102,676 86

Local Committee Meetings.— T̂wo meetmgs of the Deniyaya-Hayes Branch Roa(f Gommittee were 
held a t Deniyaya, and the private contributions amounting to Rs. 3,514 * 94 Were duly recovered. This 
is the only branch road in the Pro*vince. There is no estate road. . .

• R. B. HELLINGst
Ohâirmaû.
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IE—REPORT OP THE DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE, GALLE, FQR. 1917.^
> C(mpositi(yn of Committee.—̂ The members forming the Committee Trere the same^as in 1916.

Meeting'.—One méeting was held on February 24, 1917, a t  which all members were present, and 
the estimates for the year were duly considered and sanctioned. Much work was thereafter.negotiated 
by circulation of papers.' ~ -

iStqff.‘—^Mr. H. P. O. Perera, Third Clerk, was promoted Second Clerk, District Road Committee, 
Matara, and was succeeded by Mr. J . GunatiUaka. ; x

* Boad Tax.—^The efforts initiated in 1916 for the better collection of the tax proved very effective, 
the percentage of those who discharged‘then; obliga^iion rising to  91*25 from 87*6 in 1915, and the 
percentage of those “ unaccounted for ” being reduced to 1 • 5 hr 19J7 from 2 • 97 io 1915. The recoveries 
fo r the year amounted to Rs. 83,694, being an increase 5f Rs. 2,946 over 1916, the best year previously 
on record. A  comparative returmof collections is given below :—

Percentage - Percentage
1«»

 ̂ , V 1916. on Number 
under 1917. on Ntnnber 

under
* ^ Head 2. Head 2.

1. Population oi local area by latest Census . .
2, Number cf resident piales by division ofiScers’

— 220,951 — 220.961 —

lists reported liable to labour 59,154 ---. _ _ _ _ 60,800 —

3. DischargedobligationWithinlocalarca by—
{a) Paying single commutation 53,074 89-72 65,164 * 90-73
(b) Paying double oommutation 331 •65 316 •51
(c) Labouring six days _ _ _ _ ----
(d) Labouring twelve days —a. ’ --- —

4. Total discharged obligation H» 53,405 90-28 55,480 . 91-26
5. Failed to discharge obligation Within local

area, but otherwise aecoimted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, 

9 death, disqualification^ or physical
J

inability to Work 2,235 3-77 2,232 3-67
(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 2,238 3-78 1,961 3*22
(g) Double entries or entries by mistake 180 •3 186 . -3

' Xh) Pined 38 •06 22 •03
(i) Imprisoned 7 . -01 4 •006
(j) Left local area ..

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within 
local area " ..

16

4,713

•02

7-96

3

4.408

•004 

7-26
7. Unaccounted for .X— 1,036 ,1-75 ’912 1-6

Bevenue and Expenditure.—The following return shows the receipts apd expenditure fijr tire year:
REvjanjE.

Balance op January 1, 1917 
Commutation realized ip money 
Compensatiop for loss of tolls .“t 
Government contribution ip aid of mipor works 
Miscellaneous receipts

BxPENOITtlBp.
Payment made on account of principal roads and resthouseS 
Amount expended on minor wOrkS 
Establishment and commission to division ofSeers

(а) Contribution on account Fxovjnci$l Hoad Rs. c,
 ̂Comim'ttee establishment . .  827 26

(б) Cost of District Road Committee establish*
mopt . .  . .  7,041 42

(c) Commission to division oficers . .  8,508 6

Miscellaneous Charges
Balance on December 31, 1917 . .  . .  ^

Total . .

Rs. c, 
13,160 23 
83,694 0 
11,718 70 
9,201 0 
6,665 94

Total ... ■ 124,439 8?

18,840 75 
69,283 »3

16,376 73 
3,446 45 

16,492 1

124,439 87

Much improvement work was undertaken aPd successfully carried out during the year, the following 
behxg the more important of them :-*•

Renewing of culverts
Reconstruction of bridges on ffinidnma-Opata road 
Reconstruction of bridge at Balapitiya ..

 ̂ Track metalling sections of Karaadeniya-Batapola road
Track metalling and general improvement of Halpatota-Batapola road 
Track metaUiug SandaraWala-Wanduramba road ..
Repairing damaged sections of Ratgama-Dodangoda road 

* ^provements to Elpitiya-Opata road ... ~
Re-gfavelling KabaduWa-TalgasweUa road ..  . .
Improvement of Gonapinuwala-Madampe road 
Repairs to DodangodafeH'y boat . .
Improvements to KottaWa-Wanduramba road . . . .  , ,
Construction of a further section of road to connect Hinidum pattu? 

with Weligam korale

Bs. e.
,  357 45

1,070 0
1,070 57
2,596 0
5,284 76
1,528 0
1,760 0

696 60
645 0
346 80
300 0

-1,156 26

2,000 0
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A report from the Superintendent of Minor Roads, Galle, is appended. This officer’s sound 
systematic work of the last six years has borne excellent fruit. Some of his roads have the best motoring 
surface in  the Province, while all have undergone a  degree of improvement which could hardly be expected 
from the funds a t his disposal. The district owes much to his aptitude for his post, his conscientious 
work, tireless energy, and large command of labour, where many find it difficult to obtain.

____________________ R. B. HELLINGS,
Chairman.

Report of the Superintendent of Minor Roads, Galie, for 1917.
I  AM glad tojbe able to state that I have at last had a normal year to work the roads, floods and incessant 

rains being absent. Labour, as usual, was not plentiful, notwithstanding the shutting down of work in many of 
the plumbago mines. The real effect of this will not he  felt for some time yet, the extraordinarily high wages 
having enabled the people to save a certain amount of money. Just now most of the men are loafing. But 
road workis looked upon as only suitable for the lowest of the low. Near estates men can never be got. 'Vyhen 
75 cents can be earned by tapping rubber in half a day in the shade, villagers are not likely to work on the roads 
for 60 or 65 cents. Most of my labour comes from Matara at present,

2. The extraordinarily high prices of blasting powder and tools of all description made things difficult, 
but with manipulation I  managed to carry on without increasing the rates, metal being turned out at Rs. 8 • 50 
per cube, but it has been a source of much worry and anxiety, especially as, owing to improvement estimates, 
more metal was required than hitherto.

3. Generally speaking, I  am glad to say I  can show a great improvement on 80 per cent, of the roads
in the district. I  attribute the improvement to the system on which I work, and which I thoroughly tested 
at Matara. There it took me seven years to get the roads as I  wanted them. I have done the same here, and 
the u e s ^  is now beihg felt. It is absolutely useless with limited fimds to attempt to put the whole of the 
road$ right ifi a year. When I  took over the Galle District in 1912 the position seemed hopeless. Bridges and 
culvests Were mere apologias for what they pretended to be, and a source of danger to vehicles. The roads in 
most cases had no surface. The sides being higher than the centre, the wash was very great. Sensitive plant 
was such a terrpr that a road was sometimes difficult to find. During the last four years, thanks to the great 
and Idnd sUppoft of the Chaiwnan, who allowed ifte to work on my own system, the bridges have been rebuilt, 
CulvUrts reconstructed, and, as already stated, 80 per cent, of the roads brought to as good a state as can be 
bxpeqted in miuUr roads. _ -

4. No ne# roads wste taken up during the year, the Comniitte^ having as much as it can do to rhaintain 
and haproVe th$ present mileage, so as to cope with the modem and increased traffic. No large bridges were 
Constructed, but the useful and important work of ipeplacing the present tmsafe culverts with permanent 
structures was continued, And should be continued.

5. Most important and excellent improvements were carried out in track metalling the following 
roads!—

Miles.
3
6
1
U

G1 Kajfandeniya-BatapOla
(2) Halpatota+Batapola
)(3j Batgama«Dodangoda .. ..
(4) BandaraWi^ala-WandUramha 

Nos. i l )  an<J (2) TVere next to impassable, but are now fine track-metalled rOads.
6. Another improvement was carried out at Ralapitimodara. The bridge was lengthened, and a new 

abutment built, and the approaches raised. This work was much appreciated by the people, as for months 
traffic had been endangered by the unsafe condition of the bridge. '

'7. Another bridge at Kaluhanna on the Imaduwa-Kottawa rOad was reconstructed, and is now safe 
for any traffic, o

8. Improvements ■Were carried out on the Elpitiya-Qpata road, sharp hills cut down and embankments 
widened, low-lying embankments gravelled. Sitoilar work was done on the Kahaduwa-Talgastrella road. 
Another mile of the Sulandawa-Opata road “was opened ; this, is an important work, and should be continued, 
as it Opens up the Hinidum pattu.

'9. The l^bhc Works Department took over three milesuf the Amhalangoda-Elpitiya road, which had 
to be closed, traffic being diverted rfdBatapolato K.arandeniyaandKosgodatoElpitiya. It was most fortunate 
that part of the Batapola.-Karandeniya road has recently been track metalled, as otherwise it would soon have 
become inCpassable ; ©ven now the sections not track metaUed are being badly out Up. The same remarks 
apply to the Kosgoda-Elpitiya road. One of the difficulties I  have had to  contend with was timber for the 
bridges, but after much w i^ y  tme of pay men supplied me with gOpd planks from Hiniduma—a great blow to  
those who were waiting with inferior woods.

10. No special work was carried out on any testhOUses, and only the usual upkeep work was done. 
Elpitiya reSthouse was closed—a wise move on the part of the Provincial Road Committee, t  should hke to  
-see Kottawa and Imaduwa closed, as they are practically useless.

Alfeed a . Beskine,
______________Superintendent of Minor Roads. •

REPORT ON T H i MATARA DISTRICT fO R  1917.
Area of the District, 4$1 square miles ; Population at Census of 1911, 227,359.

ADMUflSTRATIva CtfANGES, &C.
DuErtra the year the following official changes were made owing to transfer©, &c.
On January 22 Mr. W. A. Amarasekara succeeded the Hon. Mr. O. C. Tillekerabne as Kachcheri 

and Gravets Mudaliyar.
In  March, 1917, Mr. C. Zannetti relieved Mr. 0. W. Henman, who was temporarily acting for 

Mr. R. F. Morris, as Divisional Irrigation Engineer. ' ,
On April 10 Mr. G. Manwaring, Assistant Superintendent of Police, succeeded Mr. W. Ludovici, 

Superintendent of Police. • '
On April 14 Mr. A. H. Egan relieved Mr. D. H. Balfour as Police Magistrate.
In July, 1917, Mr. J. B. Misso reheved Mr. J. A. Moraes as P istric t Engineer, the latter having 

received a Commission in the Ceylon Sanitary Company formed for service in Mesi^otamia. Mr. Misso 
was in turn relieved by Mr. E. J. Peries, who assumed duties as District Engineer in November.
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On November 17 Mr, S. D. Dhondy succeeded Mr. A. H. EgaQ as Police Magistrate.
On December 5 Mr. E- J . OhristofEelsz succeeded Mr. E. A. de Alwis as Assistant Superintendent 

of Excise.
My Office Assistant, Mr; J. S. de Saram, I  regret to say, died in January, and -Was succeeded by 

Mr. J. R. TouSsaint. Mr.de Saram had a long record of service, and was just about to retire when he died.
During the year people in Matara heard with regret of the death of Mr. H. W. Milligan, a former 

Acting Assistant Government Agent and Police Magistrate of this district, and of Mr. D. W. Amott, a 
fornffir police Magistrate, both of whom were killed at the front.

Ch iEi ' E vekts.
. The year 1917 tvas uneventful. There was no serious flood during the year, though such disasters 

are always to be expected in this loi^ fiat district.
In June a meeting Ivas held to popularize the Premium Bond War Loan. This district contributed 

at the Kachcheri m all a sum of Rs. 13,550, The loan was floated at a timC of imprecedepted depression; 
byt, nevertheless, the restdts here might Well have been better.

A Sessions Of the Supreme Court was held m September. J t  lasted from September 24 till 
October l9. The Calendar for the district consisted of the following serions crimes ; 8 murder cases, 
3 cases of attempt to murder, 6 forgery cases, 2 rape cases, and 1 kidnapping case.

In September the local Burgher conamunity celebrated the 1,50th anniversary of the old Dutch 
Church in the Port, Matara.

In  November the Very Rev. Bedigama SH Batanapala, the South CeylOn Buddhist High Priest 
of the Siamese Sect, died suddenly, to the great regret of local Buddhists and others.

R eventtb.
In 1916 the revenue brought to aecoimt at the Kacheheri was Rs. 314,681 • 68, in 1917 the amount 

was Rs. 230,431 ■ 95, a decrease of Rs. 88,742' 62. The decline is mainly accounted for by the falling off 
in proceeds of land sales by a sum of Rs. 72,689' 25 in 1917, as compared with the f^ures for 1916. This 
faffing 00 is in turn accounted for solely by the Governmental prohibition of land sales pending 
investigation of the proposal to substitute leases for sale. There was also a decline in revenue from 
toddy rents.

Uhder the head Licenses, the revenue in 1917 was Rs. 161,466' 45, as compared with Rs. 166,817' 04 
m 1916. Increase in stamp duties recovered explams the figures. At the close of the year only a sum 
of Rs. 558-02 dñe on account of 1917 revenue remained unreeovered, a satisfactory state of afiairs. The 
total arrears outstandmg for 1917 and previous years were Rs. 5,236' 38, as all toddy rent arrears for 
previous years were not -finally disposed of. The figure, however, is a great improvement on the total 
figure of arrears at the end of 1916, viz., Rs. 11,824- 77.

Co n d i t i o n  o f  the P eople.
Public Pealíñ.-^Pablio health was normal durffig 1917,. there being; no serious epidemic. The 

birth-rate was 48- 87, and the death-rate 25' 74, Last year I  drew attention to the unfortunate popularity 
of vedaralas, who entice villagers away from scientific treatment available free of cost at Government 
institutions. I t  is no exaggeration to say that disea.ses in this district are generally treated by vedaralas, 
treatment by qualified doctors And dispensers being the exception. Further, the latter are often reported 
to only when vedaralas have faüed, and when diseases are too far advanced to he curable. I  advised 
villagers on circuit and otherwise to resort to Government institutions. Partly owing to this the 
number qf attendances of villagers at Deniyaya hospital in 1917 exceeded by about 100 per cent, the 
number in 1916. The attendance at dispensaries in MorUwak korale also Shows a remarkable increase. 
Mudaliyar de Liverajof Morawak korale has not much faith in his local vedaralas, and he has supported 
my eflorts to induce villagers to resort to Government instituticns. In  all other pattus the attendance 
at dispensaries shows a steady decline in 1916 and again in 1917. Li Matafa hospital there are beds for 
62 patients, but the attendance for the whole year was only 699.

This hot, damp district, full of vegetation, is an ideal breeding ground for the hookworm, and 
anchylostomiasis prevails in towns and villages. To cope with the evil, several hundreds of latrines are 
needed to provide for the safo disposal of infected fcecaj matter. The Matara Local Board realized that 
treatment will generally only effect temporary cures as long as the soil is infected. It, therefore, proposed 
to add fifty to its existing ten public latrines, and to ash for a Government grant and loan for the purpose. 
In the -villages the only authority to deal with the e-vil is the Village Committee, which has not the  legal 
power or the funds to do anything comprehensive.. An attempt was made to induce persons, who could 
afiord them, to erect pit latrines. For the rest it was decided to begin with Matara and the Saiñtary** 

. Board to-wns of Weligama and Dondra, and to eupply them -with latrines, and later on to try to finalice 
the same system m the Villages. The pit latrine system is being established on estates in the district.

Enteric is endemic in Matara owing to the careless habits of fhe people, absence of good drinking 
water, inadequate supply of public latrines, and defective surface drainagq. The chief obstacle to 
prevention is lack, of funds. As most of the patients are treated by vedaralas, the Board often knb-Ws 
hothmg about the cases. An attempt is being made to compel vedaralas to report cases of fever to the 
authorities, so that proper safeguards may he taken.

An attempt was made duting the year to provide public cemeteries in -villages with a population 
of over 1,00ft;*'»-

outbreak of rabies occurred during the year. Dogs to the number of 487 were shot.
F ood Supfly.

The prices of locaÜy-produced food stufls, -with the exception of rice, were never cheaper than m 
1917 ; cocohuts, usually sold at about 10 cents each, were soldfor 2 or 3 cents, and at times even for 1 cent. 
This was due to  tl^p falling- ofi m demand, which was in turn due to the decrease in the export trade in 
coconut produce brought about by shortage of freight a t the ports. There was abundance of vegetable 
produce owing to extended cultivation.

Dicing the year stops were taken to^enhance the food shp^y, so as to make the district self- 
supporting as far as possible, in view of possible economic contmgeneies in a time of war. The production 
of food for local consumption has not been as remunerative in the past as the production of tea, rubber, 

9(1)18 . •
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citronella oil> cinnamon, and copra for export’; so rice and other staple foods have been transported here 
in large quantities from India and the Hambantota District. t

In 1916 an attempt -was made to extend rice cultivation, but no surveys or data were available 
to show if more irfigalde land existed uiider irrigation works. In  1917 a successful attem pt was 
made to establish greater efficiency in the cultivation of existing paddy land by the holding of irrigation 
meetings to fix dates of sowing, extent, and the like. An attempt to make a beginning a t the system 
of transplanting paddy was a failure. ,

The chena system has been long abandoned in this district, bu t was revived in 1917 to m ^ t  the 
exceptional conditions created by the war. In  aU 500 acres of chena were opened on Crown lands.

In  1916 people were encouraged to take up small lots on Crown lands on annual permits, and the 
number so taken up increased from 532 in 1916 to 680 in 1917.

' The Agricultural Department sent 116 lb. of vegetable seeds to this district. They were 
distributed free of cost and grown. People were.also urged to plant up their waste lands, and the 
vegetable crop in 1917 in this district was probably unprecedented.

T o  demonstrate to villagers what could be done, Mudaliyar Illangakoon of Weligam korale and 
his Village Committee opened a demonstration garden at Ibbawala, which, I  am glad to  say, was copied by 
adjoining villagers. Example and not precept is the way to move the villager.

I t  is well known in this district that a chief means of encouraging people to produce food is to 
provide a market near a t hand for the disposal of it. In 1917 a fish and vegetable market were built 
from borrowed funds a t Dondra. Other markets are to follow if loans can be raised.

Two new co-operatiVe credit societies were started in 1917 by Mudaliyar Amarasekara in the Four 
Gravets and Mudaliyar de Livera in Morawak korale, there being two already in Weligam korale and 
Kandaboda pattu. I t  is too early yet to say if they axe going to be economically important.

Agricvlture.— Ân attempt was made in 1917 to secure an accurate return of the acreage under the 
principal agricultural products. The following table shows approximately how agricultmal land is being 
Utilized; Proposed Crown forest reserves, 53,673 acres ; proposed village reserves, 2,447 acres ; coconuts, 
40,521 acres; rice, 41,595 acres ; fruits and vegetables, 21,829 acres ; citronella, 17,106 acres ; tea, 8,203 
acres ; rubber, 6,718 acres ; dry grains, 3,402 acres ; cinnamon, 1,533 acres ; spices, 19 acres ; coffee, 
15 acres ; miscellaneous, 8,359 acres; undeveloped, 82,650 acres; total, 288,070 acres.

The area producing rice is not increasing. The remarkably bad prices for citronelle oil and 
cinnamon may give the final blow to these products, which are being rapidly replaced by rubber. The 
latter product is becoming very popular, but ope is not sure that those who plant it, especially the planters 
of small lots, are thoroughly conversant with aU that is known about the cultivation of rubber.

Agricultural depression during the year was intense. The price of coconuts per thousand was 
about Rs. 20, of copra per candy about Rs. 18, of citronella oil per bottle about 60 cents, of coconut oil 
per bottle about 18 Cents, of coir per ewt. about Rs. 7, of cinnamon per poimd about 30 cents. At these 
prices neither coconuts, citronella,nor cinnamon are worth growing. Much citronella land Was abandoned, 
but owners of coconut estates had to try  to keep the estates going till the revival of normal prices. 
Meantime, the landowners Of the district are extremely hard hit, as well as the poor people who worked 
a t the industries conneeted with coconuts and citronella. The economic effects of the war were 
thoroughly felt in this district in 1917.

There was an epidemic of black quarter amongst cattle in Kandaboda pattu during the year.
The suspension of sales of lots of Orown land Over 10 acres in extent during the year resulted in a 

drop in extent sold from 772 acres in 1916 to 247 acres in 1917. There is a great deal of accessible and 
valuable tea and rubber land in this district. ^

The district needs model estates and gardens where really competent persons can properly grow 
existing products and introduce new remunerative ones, and where agricultural education cambe imparted 
by ocular demonstration. I t  also needs the services of experts to deal with agricultural pests and diseases.

I ndustries.
Tbe fall in the price of plumbago in 1917 was a financial misfortune. Most of the plumbago pits 

were deserted during the year. Niue arrack distilleries were worked during the year. An attempt is 
being made to start industrial schools, but the difficulties as regards teachers, fimds, and the like are 
considerable,

 ̂ Customs.
Polyandry still exists quite generally in the villages in Morawak korale.

" F orests.
During the year village forest reserves were selected in WeUaboda pattu, Weligam korale, and 

MoraVak korale to pfovide, before all available land is alienated, land where villagers can procure free 
of cost ordinary timber, capes, grasses, &c., and where possibly grazing grounds can be made later on.

The shortage of coal led to the cutting down of much timber for fuel lor the Railway. In  all 
Crown timber worth Rs. 38,766‘ 91 was sold in the Matara District by the Assistant Conservator of Forests.

L ocal GovRbnmRNt .
Under this head ure included all bodies with public fundeof their own managed by  representatives 

of the people associated with the Assistant Government Agent. These bodies redfeived a  thorough 
overhaul and criticism in 1916, and the resulting changes made in taxation and system of work took effect 
in 1917. The total revenue of all local bodies for the last three years was :— * a

Rs. c. Rs. c.
1915 ..  .. 210,134 65 1917 ..  . .  240,280 96
1916 . .  .. 212,369 1 ^

The increases in 1917 are largely due to the changes referred to above. The system introduced 
of taking a comprehensive view of spending capacity, property, and needs, and of giving adequate funds 
for maintenance of existing works and services before voting expenditme for new works was acted on in 
1917, with the result that the state of roads, drains, canals, and buildings were greatly improved, while, 
as a mile, funds for new works could not be found, notwithstanding the large increase in revenue and
expenditure.
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Waste Lands Oedinance.
^ The settlement of some lots in the villages of Rotumbe, Ginneliya, and Kanahalagama was 

completed by me in I9l7. The Assistant Government Agent- has stiU to settle some small lots in the 
■vUlages of Kotapola and Beralapanatara.

The Chena Surveyor Muhandiram was engaged during the yoar in going over the boundaries of 
settled lands in Morawak korale.

a Ieeigation.
All Water-rate was recovered in good time. The huwandiram for maha and yala paddy crops 

amounted to Rs. 22,584 ; a t this rate the rice harvested was worth at Ipast Rs. 1,084,032.
» A new set of irrigation rules are needed. The matter was postponed pending the passing of the 

new Irrigation Ordinance, No. 45 of 1917.
Pawnbeokees.

,, The Pawnbrokers Ordinance was proclaimed in- Weligama.

R iot Compensation.
During the year the work of collecting riot compensation went on apace. The total sum due 

from this district was Rs. 214,467’ 69. At the close of the year a sum of Rs. 57,000 was still outstanding- 
in  Gangaboda pattu and Weligama korale the Ordinancp had to be introduced, and many persons 
postponed payment tdl the Police Court was resorted to. In Morawak korale the Mudaliyar recovered 
all the sums due from five out of six riot areas on the voluntary system. This broke down, however, in 
the Deniyaya area, and the Ordinance had to be introduced there at thé end of the year. I  am glad to 
say that up to the time of writing it was found necessary to imprison only four persons for failure to pay, 
while no disteaint of property has taken place so far.

Opium .
In 1917 there were 131 vedaralas in the district licensed to draw opium supphes. Some of them 

sell to unlicensed consumers the opium allowed for medicinal purposes. The lists were revised durihg 
the yeaii but nearly aU members of the Opium Board are ih favour of allowing practising vedaralas to 
draw opium. There are in the district 673 licensed consumers of opium-

a
Public W oeEs .

During 1917 the erosion of the beach a t Matara Was, as far as a layman can judge, stopped 
successfully by a system of wooden groynes, which caused a new beach to form .. The scheme for providing 
flood outlets for Weligama was investigated. Footpaths tor the Matara bridge were sanctioned. The 
average sum of Rs. 801-63 per mile spent on main roads in 1916-17 in this district is not adequate.^ 
During the year Government took over from the District Road Committee the Weligama-fTelijjawila 
road and started improvements thereon on a large scale. The following public works are heeded :—

Êuïldinga.
(1) A new Residency.
(2) Quarters for the Assistant Superintendent of Police and Police Office.
(3) Quarters for the Office Assistant to the Assistant Government Agent.

Roads and Çommmiicatiùns.
(1) A road from Hakmana to WalasmuUa and beyond tp link up the Matara and Sabaragamuwa

Districts.
(2) Telephone connection -with Galle.
(3) Telegraph Office a t Namburupitiya.
(4) Extension of railway to Tangalla.
(5) Footpaths over Matara bridge.
(6) Widening Matara-Deniyaya road and HayeS-road.

MiscdlaneOvs.
(1) Hood outlets for Weligama district, Ü proved to be feasible. ,
(2) Side drains at Dikwella.
(3) Police stations for Rural Police, especially a t  Hakmapa.

■ Feiendly  Societies.
The local branch of the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild, with Mrs. T. Reid as Honorary Secretary 

and the late Mrs. G. Manwaring as Honorary Treasurer, continued its patriotic work.

' : .  F estivals.
The Dondra fair was held after an interval of two years, and the usual religions festival. The 

annual Godapitiya and Kirinde festivals were also held.
1

P olice and Ueime.
Criminal statistics for 1917 were normal, there being a small decrease in the number of cases 

reported. There were 10 murders, 5 cases of attempt to murder, 127 cases of burglary, 71 cases of cattle 
theft, and 99 knife cases.

There are 347 habitual criminals registered in the district ; the whereabouts of 54 are not known, 
38 are in jail.

Dipring the year i t  was decided to close the Deiyandara police station as being not needed now, and 
as being inaccessible.

Mr. G. Manwaririg has started a promising Police Boys’ Brigade.
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The Survey Department tookMatara jail was closed during, the year* as the Galle jail suffices, 
over part of the Matara jail.
' Litigation still flourishes in the district. The number of cases instituted in all local courts in 1916 
was 17,837, a record figurej in 1917 the total was 16,468.

E xcise.
There was a marked declme in the consumption of liquor during 1917. This was due to the general 

absence of money caused by agricultural depression. In 1916 19,342 gallons of arrack were consumed; 
in 1917 only 16,666. There was a great decrease also in the quantity of toddy sold.

In October the hours of sale for arrack and foreign liquor taverns were reduced from 6 A.M. till 
8 p.M. to 8 A.M. till 6.30 p.M. The results remain to be seen. • .

At the end of the year there were 36 arrack, 35 toddy, and 20 foreign liquor licenses in force, as 
against 36 arrack, 38 toddy, and 28 foreign liquor licenses in force in 1916. Li some eases licensees did 
not renew their licenses, as they were not profitable ; in others toddy taverns failed to find purchasers. 
Restaurant licenses were abolished. . "

Village Committees.
The revenue of the six Village Committees in 1917 was Rs. 43,010 • 30, and expenditure Rs. 44,634•07.
A great many improvements were made to village roads, especially in Wellaboda pattu, W^eligam 

korale, and Kandaboda pattu. The Committees had to take over some of the less important minor 
roads from the District Road Committee, which resolved to devote-its limited funds to the more important 
minor roads.

The following were the chief new works carried o u t: (a) The roof of Hakmana market was 
re-constructed a t  a cost of Rs. 250*82; (b) a fenyboat was built for Welletota in Weligam korale a t a 
cost of Rs. 381.

I t  was decided to open in 1918 Village Committee markets a t Walasgala, Gandara, Deiyandara, 
and Walgama possibly on borrowed funds, as the rents would soon pay for loans and interest, while the 
markets would serve a "useful purpose in p ro v id :^  facihties for disposal of produce.

Side drains on main roads are needed a t  Ekwella and Gandara, but funds are not available. A 
Sanitary Board is nebd^d a t  Dikwella, but its creation would seriously impair District Road Committee 
and Village Committee revenue, already inadequate.

A beginning was made in the matter of acquiring land for cemeteries in thirty-eight villages which 
have a population of over 1,000.

Part of the Eour Gravets has no Village Tribunal. A proposal was made to remedy this.
A new set of Village Committee rules.are needed, but it could not be worked out in 1917 owing to  

pressure of work.
Ierigatioit Committee.

The revenue of thfe Committee was Rs. 4,958 * 51, and the expenditure Rs. 4,770 * 69. The following 
new works were undertaken :-r-

(а) Distribution gate at Sakkuluwahumbura
(б) Distribution gate at pivu-ela

-Rs. o. 
340 87 
340 37

(c) Regulator at Bibulekumbura
(d) Double regulator at Kongala

Bs. c. 
334 75 
334 75

D istrict R oad Committee.
The nett revenue was Rs. 78,111*75, ^hd the expenditure on minor roads was Rs. 6?,141 *06. 

The annual report is annexed.
District School Committee. o

The members were Mr. T. Reid, Chairman; Rev. John Eagle; Rev. W. J. Wijesinha; Mudaliyar 
W. A. Amarasekafft ; and President I. Gunawardefia.

The Committee Was able to put in a  good year’s  work, partly owing to an increased grant of 
Rs. 5,000 Jhom the IMrectOr of Education. The following were the chief ngw works carried out in whole 
or part during the y e a r;—-

(а) Karagoda-Uyangoda new school, l20 feet by 20 feet, with teacher’s
quarters and latrine . .  . .  .

(б) Talpawila new school, 120 feet by 20 feet, and latrine
(c) Extension of Urubokka scheol . .  . .  . .
(d) Tehjjawila teacher’s quarters
(e) Pit latrines at Puhulwella, Klaragoda, Uyangoda, Ketiyape, Narawel-

pita, Galbokka, Kapuwatta, and Telijjawfla schools 
{/) Permanent name boards for Government schools . .

Rs. e.

6,113 88
3,800 0

606 65
1,153 0

1.657 86
552 0

Tot»l . .  13,883 39

The Committee has several schools on private land, and this is not a very good system. A start 
was made on the acquisition of these sites in 1917, the Puhulwella school site being acquired a t  a cost 
of Rs. 625.

During the year it was ascertained tha t to supplement the existing Government and private 
schools, new schools were needed a t Talalla, Kokawela, Kirineliya, Dikwella,' Henegama, Medei^itiya, 
and Gombaddala. Girls’ schools are needed a t  Talpawila, Karagoda Uyangoda, Narawelpita, and 
Mahduwa. In addition, teachers’ quarters, extension of existing schools, school gardens, and playgrounds 
are needed at various places.

- I t  may be necessary in 1918 to try  to meet the immediate neè^î for schoopî where none now 
exist by erecting semi-permanent structures. In  1917 the Moorish community presented the Committee 
with a  fine permanent building at Dikwella, while semi-permanent buildings and sites are offered by 
local philanthropists a t Talalla, Kokawela, Kirineliya, Henegama, and Gombaddala. c'

School at^ndance in the district is deplorably bad. I t  was ascertained in 1917 th a t about 
37 per cent, of children of school-going age attended no school, while the attendance of those whp Were
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on the rolls was not good. Pressure was brought to bear on parents, and the number attending a t the 
ehd of 1917 was 9,036, as compaied with 8,728 a t the end of 1915.*" The District School Committee resolved 
to raise the attendance ages to 12 and 14 in the case of girls and boys, leaving 10 the age for Muhammadan 
and Tamil girls. The whole procedure for enforcing attendance was re-cast, and great change may be 
anticipated from 1918 ômVards.

GrEtTEBAI.
<» I  record again this year the exceptional capacity of aU the Chief HeadmCn. The Headmen’s 

Reward Fund is inadequate to meet the calls on it  for payment of deserved rewards to minor headmen-
The rank of Maha Vidane Muhandiram was conferred by His Excellency the Governor on S. D. S. 

Weerakoon, Maha Vidane, in 1Ô17.
Office work during the year was remarkably heavy. To ordinary curreht work was added the 

task of recovering riot compensation in three pattus. Reeent legislation and changes also inoreased work 
largely. In this connection I  might refer to the changes in mattefs relating to excise, vehicles, firearms, 
procedure in recovery of assessment tax, election of Local Board members, and the like.

A great improvement in Kaohcheri work was noticeable, as is proved by the almost total absence 
of arrears on current revenue, great increase in licerise fées recovered, and the marked decrease in 
avoidable correspondence.

Matara Kaohcheri, 
February 27, 1918.

T. REID,
Assistant Government Agent.

APPENDî X.

I.—REPORT OF THE LOCAL MDARD, MATARA, FOR 1917.

The members of the Board in 1917 were lilr. T. Reid, Chairman; Dr. H. Ludoviei; Mr. J . A. 
Moraes, District Engineer, who was succeeded in July by Mr. J. B. Misso, who was in turn succeeded iq 
November by Mr. E .J.Peries; Mr. D. Samaraweera; Mr. G. P. Keupeman; and Mr. J. W. R. lUangakoon.

From the begiiming of 1917 the Matara Local Board, owing tp extension of limits, was in charge 
of an area of about 1,360 acres,, with a population of about 17,000.

The Board in 1916 tried to make , itself a really solvent institution by doubling the  property 
tax. In addition, every source of revenue was examined, and steps were taken to ensure efficient 
collections. The results are shown by the following figures ;—

1915
1916

Rs.
27,803
31,443

1917
Rs

40*669

The arrears a t the end of 1917 were under Rs. 500.
The assessment of property was greatly improved in 1916, and again a t the end of 1917* All 

properties were visited by the assessors, remumbered block by block in numerical sequence accwding 
to position, according to wards, and according as property was inside or outside Police limits. In  1917 
the to t^  number of properties assessed was 3,196 ; for 1918 it was increased tp 3,233.

Li^the matter pf expenditure, the personnel and organization of the staff were changed. 
Mr. J. R. Toussaint, the Office Assistant to the Assistant Government Agent, was made iSeoretary, 
while two Inspectors replaced one, the new Sanitary Inspector being am officer trained by the Sanitary 
Department. The office work was thoroughly overhauled.

A sum of Rs. 44,072-91 was spent in 1917—»"an unprecedented amount. Out of this, however, 
a sum of Rs. 37,865- 97 was spent on ordinary services and maintenance work, the Board having formally 
decided to bring all its services and property up to a proper standard before undertaking new work. 
Buildings and broken drains were thoroughly renovated, most of the roads were improved greatly, and 
funds were voted-for clearing up canals.

As part of its policy of beginning at the beginning, the Board voted a sum of Rs, 2,980, being 
part pf the cpst of a town survey On a one-chain-to-the-inch Scale. Without this the problem of encroach­
ments on public places might as well be left alone. The plan -will also be invaluable for the prevención 
of encroachments in future, and also will make scientific municipal administration a possibuity, The 
survey will probably be completed in 1918.

Great improvements at a cost of Rs. 490 "35 were made by -widening the road from the Tangalla 
road to the Seabeach road a t Bro-wn’s Hill. When finished, the road -will render accessible many sites 
for residences, and wifi afford an exit tO the pleasant Seabeach drive.

The Matara potable water supply is limited to a few wells, the Water in which is of poor 
quality. The Board cannot possibly, even if financial difficulties were simmounted, owing to the War, 
tackle the problem of a town water supply at present; but for the time being, a t a cost of Rs. 959 • 96, it 
improved the Local Board well a t Paljimulla, and prevented pollution of its water in future as far as 
possible by complete renovation and improvements.

’ As regards sanitary services, the town was Well scavenged during the year, the refuse being used 
to fill up a riverside swamp.

The to-wn has ten public latrines, aiiSi needs sixty. The Board, being free from debt, decided' 
to raise loan and with Government’s aid also, if possible, a sum of Rs. 39,000 to build the latrines 
needed-—pifi latrpes—^wherever soil and other conditions permit, as such latrines cost little to work, 
while the Board can probably never pay for the expense of working dry-earth latrines. This move is 
primarily intended to prevent the spread of the prevalent diseases of anchylostomiasis and enteric, 
both ofjWhieh are endemic in the town. No area can be thoroughly dealt with in the drastic way required 
tiU public latrines are pro-vided. BoOr people can only continue to use their gardens as latrines tift then. 
However, the Port area was partially dealt with in 1917, and a number of insanitary cesspits were closed.
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The fly nuisance prevails in Matara, and must while surface latrines ex ist; it was, however, 
much less marked in 1917, the cause probably being stricter supervision of the work of night soil coolieî  
and butchers, and more efficient scavenging. The changes introduced in the night soil system a t the end 
of 1916 proved successful,

A surface drainage scheme has been worked out for the roads in the town, the cost of which 
for the old limits alone will be Rs. 106,000, of ^h ich  Government agrees to p^y Rs. 29,000. A start was 
made in 1916, but the policy of attending to exis'ting property and services before embarking on new works 
prevented further progress with drains during 1917. Further, the Board decided that the latrine problem 
was even more serious than that of surface drainage.

In the matter of new legislation and the like, the Board found that about 25 per cent, of town 
children of school-going age did not attend school. I t  introduced compulsory education to meet the caSe.

The Board also introduced the ward system for the election of Unofficial Members.
I t  also decided to introduce a speed limit for vehicles in the Fort and on some of the chief 

streets, and fixed rates for vehicles plying for hire.
By-laws were passed to regulate the manufacture of aerated waters and to control bakeries. 

But a complete comprehensive set of Local Board by-laws is needed.
The custom of cremating deceased Buddhist priests on the esplanade was, with the consent 

of the Buddhist community, replaced by the establishment of a crematorium in the General Cemetery. 
The investigation of sources of revenue referred to above showed that some religious bodies appropriated 
for their own use the fees leviable for tombs, &o., in the General Cemetery. The Board decided to assert 
its rights .to such fees.

A nuisance of long standing was abated during the year by the filling in of borrow pits on the 
railway line by the Railway Department.

The usual returns are annexed ;—

• Statement of Revenue and Expenditure of the Local Board of Matara for the Year 1917.
Revenue. Bs. Expenditube. Rs. c.

Taxes . . . .  18,716 Interest and sinking fimd 663 38
Licenses ..  8,608 0 Cost of administration ... 5,065 61
Bents . . . .  6,156 17 Cost of audit lf739 29
Fines . . 649 95 Sanitary charges -12,789 61
Miscellaneous ..  6,639 74 Lighting • . . 2,808 99

Police charges 174 10
40,669 88 Public works 18,834 38

Balance on December 31, 1916 . .  14,289 91 Miscellaneous 2,007 55
.. Balance on December 31, 1917 10,886 88

Total ..  54,969 79 Total 64,959 79

Statement of Liabilities and Assets of the Local Board of Matara a t December 31, 1917,
LlABnUTIES. Bs. c.

Deposits due to contractors on account of 
security . .  . .  100 0

Balance surplus . .  . .  10,786 88

Total 10,886 88

Assets.
Cash in Kachcheri

Bs. c. 
10,886 88

Total . .  c 10,886 88

Comparative Statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances during 1916 and 1917.
1 Percentage Percentase

1916. on iSf̂ uml)er under 1917. on Number underHead 2. Head 2,

1. Population of local area by latest Census . .
2. Number of resident males by division officers’

— 13,805 26-99 — 13,805 30-59

‘ lists reported liable to labour — 3,727 — — 4,221 —
3. Discharged obligation within local area by—

(a) Pa5dng single commutation 3,131 — 3,605 —
(6) Paying double commutation 24 — ■ 19 -- -
(c) Labouring six days 9 — 11 —
(d) Labouring twelve days 

4. Total discharged obligation
—

3,164 84-91
—

3,635 86-12
5. Failed to discharge obligation within local

area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death,

disqualification, or inability to 
work 124 — 194 _

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 280 -- - 216 -S.
\g) Double entries or entries by mistake 28 — 60 —

(A) Fined 1 4 — 3 —

(i) Imprisoned — ---
123(j) Left local area , .  ' . . 130 -- -

6. Total faded to discharge obligation within 
local area -563 15-10

f

 ̂ 686 13-88
7. TTnaecounted for — — — — — —

Local Board Office, 
Matara, June 17, 1918.

T. REID,
Chairman.
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IL—REPORT OF THE SANITARY BOARD, MATARA DISTRICT, FOR 1917.

The members of the Board in 1917 were Mr. T. Reid, Chairman; Rr. H. Ludo\dci; Mr. J. A. 
Mcffaes, District Engineer, who was succeeded in July by Mr. J . B. Misso, who was in turn succeeded in 
November by Mr. E. J . Peries; Mr. B. Samaraweera; Mr, D. Samaraweera; Mudahyar S. W. Hlangakoon; 
and Mudahyar H. E. Wickremeratne.

WeUgama 1'oion.
The revision of sources of revenue made in 1916, together with investigation of arrears, led to the 

following results :■—
» Rs. I Rs.

1915 .. .. 7,782 1917 .. .. 17,747
1916 . .  .. 8,876 1

At the end of the year the arrears were not worked off, a sum of about Rs. 3,000 being outstanding.
In 1917 the Board set about bringing its property and services up to . a proper standard. 

Scavenging was weU done, roads greatly improved, and buildings and drains well maintained. As this 
Board has only 5 miles of roads to maintain, considerable sanitary improvements are possible With the 
funds available.

The total expenditure in 1917 Was Rs, 17,999, of which a sum of Rs. 6,197 was spent on 
new work. The principal nçw Works were a fish market built a t a cost of Rs. 3,123, and a fish auction 
room at a cost of Rs. 2,493. Both meet pubfic needs, and help to ensure a fixed annual soured of revenue.

Surface drains have been erected on scientific lines in most of the streets in Wehgama by the 
Public Works Department. These fine drains plac^Vehgama well ahead Of Matara from a sanitary 
point of view. The Board paid its share of the cost by raising a loan of Rs. 20,000, which will b&paid off 
by the year 1965.

ï h e  town has seven public latrines, and needs about twenty niore.. The great increase in 
revenue Wifi sppply frmds to build many in the hear future.

Another vital need is a pure supply of water. Besides financial difficulties, there is the 
added one of finding good water. In any case a town water supply scheme is out of the question during 
the war. The Board, however, decided to try meantime to find some good wells and to put them into 
a proper sanitary condition. '

A great administrative need is a proper map of the town. I t  is proposed to have a town plan 
made as soon as the town survey of Matara is completed.

During the year a comprehensive code of by-laws for Weligama and Dondra Sanitary Board 
towns was passed by the Board.

Dondra Totim.
This town was brought under the Sanitary Board Ordifiance in 1915. The Board decided that 

problems of sanitation could not be seriously tackled till finances were improved. I t  raised the road 
tax to ]§!.s. 2 a t the end of 1916. Owing to this and the investigation of arrears, the revenue ro®e from 
Rs. 1,961 in 1916 to Rs. 5,345 in 1917. At the end of the year, however, arrears to the extent of about 
Rs, 2,000 were stiU outstanding.

To meet public needs and-provide a permanent source of revenue, the Board began tihe erection 
in 1917, on borrowed funds, of a vegetable market, a fish market* and a public well at a cost of Rs. 5,fi06. 
The rents Will repay all expenses and interest on loan in about four years.

Partial scaven^ng and maintenance of roads was done during the year.
The town has not a cemetery, no proper Water supply, nO masonry drains, insufficient roads, and 

not a single public latrine at date. One cannot se^ope fu l sanitary prospects for Dondra until drastic 
alterations in the law secure for it enhanced revenue.

The usual returns are annexed
Weligama.

ReveSnui:. Rs. o,
Balance at end of 1916.. .. 4,732 60
Revenue at end ef 1917 , .. 17,349 3l
Loans repaid ' . . .  .. 937 47

Total 28,019 3S

BipPENDJlTOE. 
payments in 1917 
Balance at ènd of 1W7 ..

Tojal

Rs. c.
17,999 65 
5 ,0«  83

23,019 38

Balance at end of 1916..
Revenue at end of 19l7 
Loan from Local Loans and Develop­

ment Filhd

’ Total ..

Dond/ra.
e;Bs.

208 85 
6,346 26

5,000 0

10,554 11

Payments in 1917 
Balance at end of 1917.

Total

Rs, ' c.
6,686 2
4,969 9f

10,564 11

ÍP. RM D,
Chairman.
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Rs. c. Rs. c.
1,505 0 Messrs. Carson feDo. . . 150 0

500 0 Mr. S. M. L. Mohammed Cassim 152 0
250 0 Mr. W. A. ElweU . . ' 9 6 10
260 0 Mr. D. D. W. Rajapaksa 25 0
15Ó 0

in.-.REPORT OP THE DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE, MATARA, FOR 1917.
Thb íMíowing, were the members of the District Road Committee :—Chairman : Mr. T. Reid, 

Assistant Government Agent; Officiar Member ; Mr. J .  A. Moraes, District Engineer, succeeded by 
Mr. E. J . Peries ; Native Member : The Hon. Mr. 0 . C. Tillekeratne ; European Member : Mr. W. A. 
ElweU ; Burgher Member : Mr. G. P. Keuneman. Three meetings were held.

Bevemie.-^la. 1917 the District Road Committee set about augmenting its inadequate revenue=and 
reducing the calls on it in order to remedy a financially impossible position, in which the Committee had 
‘for expenditure on roads a sum annually amounting to  about half the amount needed for upkeep alone.

Great promptness and efficiency was established in ‘the m atter of collections of road tax, ydth the 
result that, although the Committee lost about Rs. 1,000 in the way of road tax owing to the extensicn 
of the  Matará Bocal Board limits, the gross collections were Rs. 62,398 • 50, as compared with Rs. 62,617 • 50 
m 1916. By April 15a si*mof E«. 60,541 • 50 had been collected, as compared with a sum of Rs. 56,992 • 50 
On a similar date in 1916. ' Only 1,045 warrants had to be issued against defaulters, as compared with 
1,544 in 1916.

The Committee pointed out to certain landowners interested in roads that it  could not possibly 
keep these roads up to the standard required forestate traffic without aid from persons interested. As a 
result, the Committee received donations amounting toRs. 3,077‘10 from the following, as contributions 
to definite estimates and work guaranteed by the Committee :—

Messrs. Don Carolis & Sons 
Mr. E. M. Gray 
Mr. E. P. Wyetunga 
Mr. J. A. Sirimana 
Mr. P. Wijesingha

The actual revenue available for the District Road Committee was Rs. 78,111'75, as compared 
with Rs. 61,586‘42 in 1916. The increase was ^ e  to the fact th a t the Colonial Treasurer demanded 
for main roads a sum of Rs. 9,073 instead of Rs. 19,665'85, which would be legally due from the District 
Road Committee ih the ordinary way. The full sum due was not demanded, as it was found th a t this 
Committee had been paying in advance for some years. The next fact accounting for the increase was the 
collection of grants in aid from private persons referred to above.

In the matter of expenditure, the office staff was reduced from four,to three. A new system of 
marking, filing, and indexing correspondence was introduced in the office, with good results.

The Committee decided not to hoard up any part of its unusually large revenue, but to  try  to  put 
most of the minor roads which had been deteriorating for some years into good order in the hope th a t they 
could be retained m this state in future even with smaller funds. The Committee further decided to 
abandon the impossible attem pt to maintain an excessive mileage of roads, and decided instead to 
maintain the most important ones, handing over tracks and less important roads to the Village Com­
mittees. I t  also represented to Government th a t it  was maintaining some railway feeder roads, and roads 
carrying traffic, such as minor roads were not intended for. As a result Government took over the 
WeMgama-Telijjawila road, and promised to  take over later the Tihagoda-Kambmupitiya road, giving 
the Committee a grant in aid for the latter meantime.

In the matter of supervision, a system of monthly progress reports was introduced to ensure 
that the Superintendent of Minor Roads kept himself aware of the work done on each road each, month, 
and to enable the Chairman to know what work was being done a t any time and te  supervise it on 
circuit. The fesult of the above fantslivas th a t nearly aEthe minor roads, the mileage of which is now 
127, were improved out of recogfition during the year.- The.'roád from Kamburupitiya to Mawarela 

' was practically re-made.
The Committee is serionsly handicapped by the existence of 1,250 feet of wooden bridges on 

its roads. These were cheap to build in the first instance and facilitated rapid extension of roads, but 
they now cost in annual maintenance about one-fiftb of the total funds usually ayailable for expenditure 
ou minor roads. The Committee resolved to  pu t in, where possible, stone and iron bridges in future, 
and this policy is being adopted in the Oonstruction of the new road from Mawarela to Drubokka. A 
new stone and iron bridge was also erected during tbe year a t Welihena a t a cost of Rs. 3,082‘04. An 
abutment of the PotnwUa bridge was also rebuilt in a permanent manner with protecting wing walls a t 
a cost of Rs. 490. ^

The MaWarela-Urubokka road was made as far as Pasgoda, the post of the mile section 
completed bemg Rs. 6,100. Before COfitittuing work on the existjhg trace of this road, the Committee 
decided to see if a cheaper, shorter, easier, and more direct trace is not feasible. A survey was made 
a t a cost of Rs. 875, and further work wilj be postponed till the relative merits of the old and new traces 
are considered. ■

An attempt was made to prevent the erection of roadside buildings without the authority of the 
Chairman. The Absence of a rule of law prohibiting the erection of Buildings within 25 or 33 feet of the 
centre of the road is badly felt.

I annex the usual returns :— '

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year 1917. c
RfivpNxrE. Ea. o.

Balance on January 1, 1917 .. .. * . . 7,108 7
Commutation realized in money ■. . .  . . 62,398 60 c
Commutation realized in labour .. .. * .. 127 50 ^
Toll grant on minor roads .. .. . . 6,01Q 20
Government contribution in aid of minor works .. .. 11,416 0
Miscellaneous receipts • • .. .. 7,621 54

Total 9 4 ,6 9 0  81

    
 



Oivii,.J SOUTHEEN PROVINCE. (HAMBANTOTA.)

^ ExiEISTDlTUBE. Rs. C.
Eayment made on account of principal roads ahd resthouses ■ 16,192 60
Amount expended on minor works. .  . .  • 52,141 6
Establishment and commission to division ofScers:—

(a) Contribution on account Provincial Road Rs. c.
Committee establishment , .  386 56

(b) Cost of District Road Committee establish­
ment . .  . .  , . .  7,059 96

(c) Commission to division officers . .  6,269 62

Missellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31, 1917

Total

13,716 14 
2,266 49 

10,374 62

94,690 81

C17

Comparative Statement of t ie  Working of t ie  Tkoroughfares Ordinance ip 1916 and 1917.

1916.
Percentage 
on Numbei 

under 
 ̂ Heftd 2.

1917,

207,560 — — 20L5S0

— 46>617 — — 46,627

41,009
368,
194’»

41,571

88-15 
- -79 

•41

. 89-36

41,165
217
85

41,467

2,167
2,021

144
5

4-65
4-34

•80
•01

2.945
1,613

Ì36
25

4,337 9-32
1-30

2

4,721
609 439

1. Population of local area by latest' Census
2. Number of resident males,by division office:

lists reported liable to labour
3. Discharged obligation within local area by

(а) Paying single commutation
(б) Paying double commutation
(c) Labouring six days
(d) Labouring twelve days

4. Total discharged obligation
5. Tailed to discharge obligation within loc

area, butotherwise accotmted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death,

disqualification, or physical in­
ability to work 

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 
(g) Double entries or entries by misiaki 
(A)^Fined 
(i) Imprisoned 
O’) Left local area

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within
local area

7. Dnaccounted for

percentage 
on Humber 

under 
H^ad2.

88-28 
‘46 
‘18 

-*f— ■
88-93

6-31
3-45

•29
'05
•004

10-12
•94

Matara, January 24, 1918. 
♦

T. REID, 
Ckaiminn.

REPORTS ON THE HAMBANTOTA DISTRICT FOR 1917.
Area of the Hambantota District 
Population at the Census of 1911

l,0l3 square miles, 
108,237.

I.-^APM1n ISTBATIVE CttANGPS.'
Kac?ichen.—>Mx. E. T. Millington, Assistant Governmeiit Agent, was transferred to Matale^in 

November, and was succeeded by the writer. In the same month J\&. A. W. Metzeling, Office Assistant 
to the Assistant Government .^en t, was transferred to Kandy as Extra Office Assistant there, and 
was succeeded by Mr. T. W. Goonewai^ene, Head Clerk of the Gahe Kachcheri, as Acting Office Assistant. 
The Chief Clerk of the Kachcheri, Mr. T. Sam de SUva, was transferred to Ratnapura in March, and was 
succeeded by Mr. E. Toussaint from the Office of the Loan Board. In  March Mr. S. P. Wijetunga succeeded 
Mr. N. E. Wijesuriya, deceased, as Chief Clerk and Interpreter Muhandiram, Minor Courts, Hambantota.

Public Works Departmewi.—Mr. A. J .  R. Soharenguivel, District Engineer, was transferred to 
Katugastota in February, and was succeeded by Mr. A. C. B. Jonklaas.

Irrigation Department.~-Mx, 0 . W. Henman, Jlivisional Irrigation Engineer, Southern Division, 
Tangalla, was transfen’ed in March, tad  Mr. 0. ZanOtti, Irrigation Engineer, Hambantota, attended to 
the dirties pf the Divisional Engineer, in addition to those of his substantive post.

Pofice.—Mr. G. Manwaring, Assistant Superintendent of Police, Tangalla, was in April transferred 
to Matara, and was succeeded-by Mr. F. W. Morris,

Survey Deparimenf.—There is no longer an AssMant Superintendent a t Tangalla. Application 
surveys in \h e  district were carried out under the supervision of Mr. L. M. Symes, Assistant Superinten­
dent, Matara*; and ^  party under Mr. A. E. Direkze, Assistant Superintendent, commenced in June 
the irrigation surveys of the Kirindi-oya right bank scheme.

Headmew.—The only important change to record is the transfer in December of Mr. J . D.-Wickrama- 
p^ayaka, »Muhandiram, West Gimwa pattu, as Muhandiram, Rayigam korale, Kalutara District. Mr. 
Wickraruanayaka has a t the time of writing this report been succeeded by Mr. H, A. Dahanayaka as 
Muhandiram of West Giruwa pattu.

9(1)18
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II.— R̂evenite and E x pen d itu re . •
The following comparative statement shows the revenue of the district under its main heads 

for the financial year 1915-16 and 1916-17 :—
October, 1915, October, 1916,

Main Heads. to September, to September, Main Heads.
1916. 1917.

Rs. c.
Customs 71 36 .
Port, Harbour, and other

Dues . . 2,113 86 .
Licenses, Excise, &e. 381,665 57 .
Fees of Court 29,624 13 .
Post and Telegraph 0 30 .
Government Railway 2 75 .
Miscellaneous Receipts .. 15,173 12 .

Rs. c. 
á i  18

1,671 39 
609,690 42 

32,696 94 
0 60 

11 72 
18,855 68

October, 1916, 
to September, 

1916.

October, 1916, - 
to September, 

1917.

Land Revenue
Rs. c. 

11,687 49

Land Sales

Total, exclusive of 
Land Sales . .  440,238 58

496 96

Rs. e. 
18,08« 90

680,837, 73 
360 86

Total . .  440,735 53 681,188 68

The revenue shows an increase of Rs. 240,453’05, as compared with the previous financial yestr. 
The main increase is under the head “ Licenses, Excise, &o.,” and is accounted for by large sales of salt 
for shipment to Galle and Colombo in November and December, 1916. These figures do not, however, 
represent the total contribution , of the district towards the revenue of the Colony. The arrack rent 
is credited a t the Galle Kachcheri, and the receipts of land sales conducted by the Settlement Officer 
are brought to account by him.

The expenditure amounted to Rs. 121,014’ 94, as against Rs. 102,026’ 94 in the previous 
financial year.

III.—E conomio Conditions and H ea lth .
West Giru wa pattu has been hard hit by the war, the citronella and copra industries being practically 

a t a standstill. Throughout the district the price of imported articles has risen, and in Hambantota, 
owing to the demand in other parts of the district, the price of country rice has risen from Re. 1’ 50 to 
Rs. 2 ’50 per bushel. To^meet the crisis chena permits were granted throughout the district where 
land was available, save in the case of the v ill*es served b jtth e  major irrigation works. A scheme 
has been approved for leasing to suitable persons for a period of three years small lots of land a t  a rental 
of Re. 1 per acre for the cultivation of vegetables. The rains have not been very favourable, biit there 
is no prospect of actual distress. The district produces enough food for its own consumption, and large 
quantities of vegetables are exported from West Giruwa pattu.

Co-operative Credit Societies.—^The Magam Pattu  Society, established in 1913, is reported to be 
doing good work. The Mudaliyar of Magam pattu, Mr. H . E. Amarasekara, s ta tes ;—•“ I t  is e n co u ra^ g  
to find that this movement continues to progress, especially in  an isolated agricultural division such 

•as Magam pattu, wKere capital is proverbially scarce, and landed proprietors are averse to a philanthropic 
institution of this nature, which lends money a t 10 per cent., against the exorbitant rate of 100 per cent, 
or more they recover from the cultivators for loans advanced by them.” “ Business-like ” m ight more 
suitably than “ philanthropic ” describe the operations of this society, which receives. 10 per cent, 
on its loans, and has no bad debts. ' ^

Mr. Harry Jayawardana, Mudaliyar, West Giruwa pattu, reports less- favourably on the society 
started some time ago in his division. I t  does not appear to have been taken up with much enthusiasm 
by the people.

These two societies are the,only societies of their kind in this district.
Health of the People.—^The health of the population was satisfactory. There were no ^idemics 

to record. Quinine, which is .distributed free a t the commencement of the north-east inonsoon, is 
used by the villagers, who are learning its value as a prophylactic.

Health of Cattle.—^There were no serious outbreaks of disease. A few scattered cases of hoof- 
and-mouth disease occurred in Magam pattu, and there were some cases of rinderpest a t  Etbatuwa 
and Deniya villages in East Giruwa pattu. !^om pt measures checked the disease, and no fresh cases 
have occurred.

Hospitals and Dispensaries.—There are hospitals a t Tangalla, Hambantota, and Tissa, and 18 
dispensaries in the district. During the year 1,143 patients were treated in the hospitals and 33,029 
in the dispensaries, as compared with 1,149 and 46,950 respectively m the preceding year.

IV.—^PoucB and Crim e .
< There is an Assistant Superintendent of Police a t Tangalla, and police stations a t  Tangalla, 

Beliatta, Walasmulla, and Ranna, and a  sergeant a t Hambantota. There is very Httle crime of a serious 
nature in Magam pattu, but the same cannot be said of other parts of the district. Burglary, cattle 
lifting, and knifing head the list of crimes. Shooting cases used to be more frequent, bu t a  reduction 
in the number of guns in the hands of undesirable persons and a rigorous enforcement of the new Firearms 
Ordinanoe have resulted in a marked decrease in their frequency. Other weapons are used instead 
of guns.

The following statement shows the number of true cases reported under the principal head 
of “ Grave Crime ” :—

Burglary . . 49 Arson 6̂
Cattle stealing .. ~ 42 Bobbery .. 5
Theft over Rs. 20 21 Abduction 2
Hurt by knife, &c. 20 Exposure of children . . 2
Grievous hurt 16 Rape , , 2
Homicide . . 9

The above figures may be regarded as representative of a  normal year’s crjme. There is no 
marked increase or decrease to note.

Firearms Ordinance.—There were 45 prosecutions under this Ordinance during the year, and 
35 persons were convicted. The total number of unlicensed guns confiscated was 43. Headmen are 
paid a  reward of Rs. 20 for every unlicensed gun seized by them  or on their informatioui They are 
fined Rs. 20 for every unlicensed gun discovered in their division.
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V.—iBiUGATION. *
i Major Works.—TJie maha crops of 1916-17 under the Kirindi-oya left bank scheme came up 

well, but owing to unseasonable rain a t the time of reaping the yield was reduced, and the lower grades 
of paddy fetched a poor price, Rs. 9 per amunam, as compared with Rs. 14 in the previous year. About
5,000 acres are cultivated for each harvest under this scheme.

Jhere was a slight increase in the area cultivated under the Walawe right hank scheme. A total 
extent of 4,076 acres was sown and reaped for the maha of 1916-17* yielding approximately 74,722 
bushels. Rain a t the time of reaping caused damage here, as well as under the Kirindi-oya scheme. 
A total area of 3,755 acres was cultivated for the yala crop, yielding about 71,695 bushels. T3xe total 
output from this scheme for the year was therefore approximately 146,427 bushels of paddy.

____ * In the Tangalla subdivision, although the rains Were late both for maha and yala crops, the return
------Bteported to have been very fair in the case of the major works, Urubokfea-oya and Kirama-oyh schemes.

Area cultivated 8,821 acres 2 roods.
Village Tanfcs.-—Cultivation under the village tanks, which depend epticely on rainfall, is always 

a^precarious matter. This is particularly so in Hagam and East Giruwa pattus. During thé year 
under review cultivation under these tanks suffered considerably from a partial failure of the rains a t 
the time oi sowing and subsequent unseasonable rain a t the reaping time.

New and 'proposed Iforfo.—The Kirindi-oya right bank scheme has been practically Completed, 
and a party of surveyors, as stated elsewhere, is nOw engaged in cutting up the land into suitable blocks 
for purposes of sale. The work is progressing fast. Work id connection With the surveys fOr the proposed 
Walawe left bank scheme were completed early in the year, and it is understood that the scheme is at 
present being designed.

' V I .^ V lh n A .a ï!  COMMITTEÎIS.

The district is divided into three êhief Headman’s or Mudaliyar’s divisions, viz., (1) Giruwa 
pattu west, (2) Giruwa pattu east, and (3) Magam pattu. Each pattu has a Village Committee, of which 
the Mudaliyar is Chairman. In, Giruwa pattu west there is also a Village tribunal, which is presided 
over by a president, whose permanent station is l^haW attà. Besides Kahawatta, there are four 
other Village Tribunal courts a t different places in mô pattu, t.c., Kirama, Wiraketiya, Ranna* and 
Nakulugamuwa, and in these courts the President sits for a few days each month- There is only one 
ViQage Nbrnmittee cOurt-house in this pattu, viz., a t Tangalla, where the MudaÛyaÿ of the pattu. tries 
breaches of Village Committee rules passed Under the Village Communities Ordinance as Chairman Of the 
Committee. ’ *

In  East Giruwa pattu there are three Village Committee coUrt-hOuses, at Talawa* Angunakola»
, pelessa, and Tawaluwila, which are presided over by the îÆudahyar of the pattu as Chairman of the Village 

Committee. His permanent station is TawaluWüa.
There are three Village Committee court-houses in Magam pattu, at Tissa* Ambâlantota* and 

Hambantota,, and the Madaliyar of the pattu tries breaches of Village Committee rules in these courts 
as Chairman of the Village Committee. Hjs permanent station being Hambaptota, the other two courts 
are visited by him occasionally.

]h East Giruwa and Magam pattus no work worthy Of meption was carried ®ut during the year, 
except the ordinary upkeep of roads, bridges, and buildings.

Ip Giruwa pattu west the roads, bribes, ambalams, apd other buildings were maintained as usual, 
and in addition to these, the principal works carried out were :-*r

(11 A kitchen for the Kahawatta Village Committee bungalow a t 'a  cost of Bs. 134* 63.
(2) A bathroom for the same building, Rs. 113’ 96.
(3) Most of tihe work on WiraketiyafKatuwana road, which rras started in 1916, was carried out 

during this year. The amount Spent was Rs. r,6û8' 25.
(4) A bridge for the above road across the tJmbokka-oya at Kiribatapmpa was taken in hand 

with an estimate'of Rs. 3,500, and a sum of Rs. 1,361’ 13 was spent during the This 
work is being çarried' out for the Village Committee by the Irrigation department.

CoNimsunoNS.
The fo llow ing  sums were placed at the disposal of the district School Committee this yeajr

Bs.
West Giruwa pattu • • • • .. • • 1,550
East Giruwa pattu .- .. .. i50
Magam pattu .. .. .. .. 850

Total 2,050

Work or »he Viemg® TstBunAL.
The f ollowiUg is a statement showing the Work of the Village Tribupal during the year

Pending on

Civil
Criminal . 
Irrigation

19 
49 
7 ■

Instituted Decided Peadjng'On
during 1917. during 1917. December 31,1917.

694 669 . 44
1,227 1,168 . 108

71 •• . - 5

The revenue of the three Committees is as follows

Division.i>
WestdiruWa pattu 
East Giruwa pattu 
Magam pattu

Total

Balance on 
January 1, 1917.

• Bs. c.
. .  3,164 99 .

238 68 .
•. 1,220 47 .

4,614 14

Revenue 
durmg 1917.

Rs. e. 
12,052 92 
1,890 0 
2,588 90

10,681 82

E^enditure 
during 1917.

Rs. 0 , 
13,063 8 
2,034 0 
3,661 92

18,759 0

Balance on 
December 31,1917.

Rs. c.
. .  2,144 83

94 68 
147 45

2,386 96
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* VII.—E ditgation.
The District School Oommittee consisted of the following members : The Assistant Government 

Agent, Chairman; the Director of Education ; the Rev. Father P . Cooreman, H am banto ta; and 
MudaUyar Harry Jayawardana, Tangalla. There are 38 Government and 12 grant-in-aid schools in the 
district. Two new schools a t K uda\^a  and Mulana were completed during the year, and improvements 
were carried out in a few others.

The revenue and expenditure of the Committee was as follows ; Rs. 12,228’03 and Rs. 6,857’04, 
respectively. A special grant of Rs. 7,000 was received in November from the Director of Education 
for the construction of new schools and necessary additions to existing buildings. In the more populous 
centres the present accommodation is in many instances quite insufficient for the number of pupils. 
This grant is to be expended during the current financial year.

V III.—Salt. , .........
The following statement shows the quantity of salt harvested a t each lewaya with the total 

collections during the year 1915,1916, and 1917 :— ’
Total for 1915. Total for 1916. Total for 1917.

Name of Lewaya. Cwt. lb. Cwt. lb. Cwt. lb.
Maha .. 16,377 104 .. 57,038 85 . .  61,427 45
Bundala ..  38,200 55 .. 61,571 20 . .  22,573 92
Palatupana .. 40,618 26 .. 15,931 65 .. 10,873 12
Klaraganara .. — .. 13,166 13 2,286 7
Koholankala .. 9,162 71 .. 17,547 7 .. 14,906 106

Total . .  104,359 32 155,244 68 102,067 38

The year’s working was satisfactoiy, particularly as **1917 was an extremely bad year for salt, 
owing to repeated showers destroying the formation each time it was fit for collection. The longest 
period of coflection was only about three weeks; whereas in former years collections have been continued 
in some cases over two months The low output is also due to the labour being exceptionally scarce, 
the highest number employed being 282, against 500 to 600 in former years.

The total quantity sold during 1917 was 130,856 cwt., as compared with 157,178 cwt. in 1916. 
The decrease was due to shortage of stocks, and restrictions-placed on the’sale of salt, issues to  Galle 
and Eatnapura being stopped. Transport of salt to Hambantota stores was resumed on March 12, 
1917. The total quantity removed from lewayas is as follows :—

, , Cwt. lb.
Palatupana Dewaya to Kirinda stores .. . .  46,464 64
Bundala Lewaya to Hambantota stores . .  . . .  31,542 70
Maha Lewaya to Hambantota stores . .  . .  726 88

IX .—E xcise .
The Hambantota District forms a part of the Southern Excise Circle, which is in charge of an 

Assistant Commissioner of Excise, whose headquarters are a t GaUe. The district i s  divided into two 
ranges, with one Inspector a t TangaUa and the other a t Hambantota, under the immediate supervision 
of the Assistant Superintendent of Excise, M atara. The Matara-Hambantota arrack rent for the 1916-17 
rent period was sold for Es. 153,960, as against Rs. 123,960 for the 1916-16 period. Seventeen arrack 
taverns were sanctioned for the period. The arrack consumption for 1916-17 was 9,376 gallons 3 9 drams, 
as against 10,431 gallons 4 drams for the 1915-16 period. ^

The toddy rents of the district were sold for Rs. 15,161’ 67, as against Es. 13,820 in the previous 
period. Twenty-three taverns were sanctioned for the period,“and of these, 6 remained xmsqjd for want 
of satisfactory bids. The toddy consumption during the rfent period «1916-17 was 41,639 gallons, as 
against 40,174 gallons in the previous period and 34,652 gallons in 1914-15.

The revenue derived from foreign hquor for the 1916-17 period was Es. 930’50, as against Rs. 1,330 
in the previous period, the only licenses issued being '3 “ taverns,” 2 “ retail ofl,” and 7 resthouse 
licenses.

The Advisory Committee of the district is composed of the following : The Assistant Government 
Agent, Chairman; Mr. Harry Jayawardana, Mudaliyar, West Giruwa p a ttu ; Mr. A. de S. Wickrama- 
singhe ; Mr. H. Dahanayaka ; and Mr. B. T. A. Cassim.

There have been 87 prosecutions under the Excise Ordinance, and 65 convictions were obtained.
There were three meetings of the Committee during the year.

‘ The new hours for taverns, 8 a.m. to 6.30 pjd., were introduced on October 1.
, X.—Land.

No land sales were held during the year by the Assistant Government Agent, all the land sold 
being disposed of by the Land Settlement Department. No importantoperations under the W aste Lands 
Ordinance were carried out b y  the Assistant Govemnient Agent. The -work of the Settlement Depart­
ment was necessarily curtailed to a great extent owing to the departure of officers on war service ;— 

Statement showing the results of the Working of the Waste Lands Ordinances in the Hambantota 
District from January 1 to December 31, 1917, by the Settlement Officer.

Notices . .  . .  18
Acreage ..  . .  1,444a . 2b . 3*875p .
Number of final orders published 59
Acreage declared Crown . . 1,438a . 3b . 29p .

Acreage sold 
Amount realized 
Declared private 
Total settled

113a . 3b . 38p . 
Rs. 1 ,839   ̂
55a . 2b . 16p . 
1,608a . 2b . 3p .

XI.—F orest  D epartm ent . ^
The Assistant Conservator of Forests résides a t Matara. Mr. F . J . S. Turner Vas Assistant 

Conservator throughout the year under review. The following tim ber was supplledT from this district 
to Government Departments during the year : 300 satinwood and palu logs to  the Railway ; 88 bridge 
planks to the Public Works Department. The total revenue, apart from the above timbey,supplied 
for the use of Government Departments, was Rs. 3,732’ 81. The chief source of revenue was from the 
sale of the right tg collect ranawara bark, which fetched Rs. 3,007’ 66.
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XII.—Gahe Sanotuaby and R esident Sportsmen’s R eserve.

C21 .

> The Game Ranger reports that.favourable conditions prevailed amongst the game, both in the 
sanctuary and reserve, and their numbers, especially in the sanctuary, are greatly increasing. The 
most noticeable increase appears to be in the number of buffaloes and deer. Sambhur are increasing 
more slowly; great numbers fall victims to leopards, who seize them when lying down in thick jrmgle 
during the day. Large herds of from 200 to 300 deer are a common sight in the sanctuary, and great 
nuj^bers of buffaloes, too, are to be seen there at Yala, Pilinawa, and Pottana, a id  a fair number a t 
Butawa in the resident sportsmen’s area. There is, however, no overcrowding at present, and buffaloes 
have not yet increased to such an extent as would justify the removal of the restrictions under which 
licenses either to kill or capture are still refused.

Deer are plentiful in the resident sportsmen’s area, but a good head is a rare sight. The better 
reacts’ are picked off by sportsman. A stag does not cover the does until he has attained maturity, 
when he has his full growth of antlers. At this stage a good stag is a t onCe picked off by the. first 
sportsman He encounters. Hence, ohly stags with poor heads are left, and the stock degenerates. 
This explains hoVr it is that in other shooting grounds with which I  am familiar, where less preservation 
is done and deer are in consequence less numerous, the proportion of good heads is distinctly greater thafl 
in the resident sportsmen’s reserve. The result of preserving this area for sporting puiposes and of 
allowing the same ground to be shot over year after year is that, while thej-e is a considerable increase 
in the number of deer, there is a serious deterioration in the quality of the stocfc.

Statements have been made recently, both in the press and elsewhere, possibly with more haste 
than reflection or (in some eases) knowledge of the subject, which seem to imply that httle or po mterest 
is taken by Government in the preservation of game. In view of such misleading statements, it is useful 
to record what special measures hava been taken by Government to preserve game in this district, which 
is the most popular resort of sportsmen m the Island, The sanctuary and resident sportsmen’s  reserve 
were established by Government nearly" twenty years ago, chiefly on the initiative of Mr. B. IJotsburgh, 
then Assistant Government Agent of this district. Of the twelve watchers and the sanctuary ranger, 
the ranger and ten watchers are paid by Government, the remammg Iwo watchers bemg paid hy the . 
Game Protection Society. Eight of the Government watchers are employed m the sanctuary, the other 
.two in the resident sportsmen’s reserve. Three of the safictuary watchers are detailed, in addition 
to thei? duties m the sanctuary, to patrol as well the new resident’s reserve m the Eastern Province, 
where at present no society watchers ate employed. The number of sportsmen who annually visit 
this district, and its deserved popularity as a sportmg district, are a fair testirpony to the sficcess pf the- 
measures adopted by Government to preserve the game of the country but a t  must be said that the 
success of these measures is largely due to the satisfactory manner in which Mr. Engelbrecht, the Game 
Ranger, discharges his duties.

Elephants.—Elephants are so numerous in Magajn and East Giruwa pattus and portions of West 
Oiruwa pattu as to be a serious nuisance. The decision to issue fifty licenses to kill or capture a t fls. 
per elephant has had little effect; few'applications for such licenses were received.

Shed Horns.—The right to export shed horns is reserved to Government. Afi horiis collected , 
in the sanctuary and resident'sportsmen’s reserve are brought to the Kachcheri. The Game Protection 
Society pays the watchers a t the rate of 10 cents per pound for the horns collected. The proceeds of 
sale, when it is possible to export the horns, wiU be shared between Government and the Society. -Th# 
amount received from the ranger during the year under review was 1,954 lb. of hofns.

Game pBOTEOtiON Ordinance, No. I os’ 1909.
The* following statement shows the Rumher of prosecutions and convictions under th® above 

Ordinance :■— *
Cases. EerSoRS.

■ . .  9 .. 17
6 .. 7

Number of prosecutions' 
Number of convictions

Most of the above prosecutions were in the courts, only one being in thé Ifamhantota
court (Magam pattu). ’

XIII.—‘PtTBiio W orks D eparïm En t .
No new works of importance were carried out during the year. The widening of the Tanamalwlla 

road was commenced, and is still in progress. The general condition of the roads m the district leaves 
much tube desired. The chief difficulty appears to be to sècure labour.

X IV ..^ A N lT A B y  B041RD.
The Board is composed of the following members :---The Assistant Government Agent, Chairman ; 

the District Engineer, Hambantota ; the Medical Officer, Tangalla ; the Medical Officer, Hamhantota ; 
*Mr. Harry Jayawafdana, Mudaliyar, Wèst Giruwa pattu, Tangalla ; Mr. A. D. S. Wickramasinghe of 
TangaUa ; Mr. B. T. A. Cassini of Hambantota.

The following towns arc worked under the Small Towns Sanitary Ordinance Hamhantota, 
Tangalla, and Beliatìia..

New works completed duriilg the year were

B Hawbanioia.
(1) Slaking of two wells.
(2) Construction of 473 feet cement concrete drains.
(3) Construction of three parks planted with Madras thorn : opposite tìie Customs Offic®, Post

Office, and markets.
Erection of threunew street lamps.

(5) Planting of thirty  shade trees.
(6) Construction of 2 ’ 75 cubes rubble masonry edgos.

9(1)18
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Tang alia.
(1) Construction of an apron round Ennapitiya well.
(2) Renewal of the filter.bed of Pataha well.
(3) Planting of sixteen shade trees.
Roads, markets, and buildings were satisfactorily maintained.
The revenue of the Board for the year 1917 amounted to Rs. 23,506'52, and the expenditure 

to Rs. 25,296-04. , The excess was paid out of the surplus balance of the previous year.
The Kachcheri, ' W. L. MURPHY,

Hambantota, March 9, 1918. Assistant Government Agent.

APPENDIX. '  ^

REPORT OF THE DISTRICT R'OAD COMMITTEE, HAMBANTOTA, FOR 1917.
The Committee was composed of the following members ;—^Mr. E. T. Millington, Chairman, 

up to November 28, when he was succeeded by the w riter; Mr. A. J . R . Scharenguivel, District Engineer, 
from January to February; Mr. A. C. B. Jonklaas from February to December; Mr. R. F. Morris, 
European Member, from January to March; Mr. 0 . W. Henman was appointed in his stead in March; 
he was succeededby Mr, C. Zanetti in Ju n e ; Mr. E. G. Auwardt, Burgher Member; Mr. H. Jayawardana, 
Mudaliyar, Native Member.

The services of Mr. B. F. de Silva, Superintendent of Minor Roads, were dispensed with from 
September 30, and he was succeeded by Mr. S. A. Wickramasuriya, Inspector, Local Board, Kalutara, 
in November.

The resthouses were maintained in good condition.
Three meetings were held during the year, in March, July, and September.
I  annex the usual returns:—

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year 1917.
Revenue. Rs. c.

Balance on January 1, 1917 ' .. . .  4,847 46
. Commutation realized in money ..  .. . .  .34,963 0

Toll grant on minor roads .. ' .. .. 223,10
Government contribution in aid of minor works .. .. 4,450 0
Miscellaneous receipts . .  ’ . .  1,847 14

Total
^  ' Expenditube.

Payment made on aocormt of principal roads and resthouses
Amount expended on minor works
Establishment and commission to division officers :—

(а) Contribution on account Provincial Road Rs.
Committee establishment .. 202

(б) Cost of District Road Committee establish­
ment . .  . .  .. 4,501

Commission to division officers .. 3,074

46,320 70

4,607 50  
16,202 17

(0)

Pensions*
Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31, 1917

c.
84

98
1

7,778
180

1,11,

83
0

37

Total

16,436 83  

46,320 70

Comparative Statement of the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance in 1916 and 1917.

1. Population of local area by latest Census
2, Number of resident males by division office: 

lists reported liable to labour
3.

4,
5.

6.
7.

(а) Paying single commutation
(б) Paying double conamutation
(c) Labouring six days
(d) Labouring twelve days 

Total discharged obhgation
Failed to discharge obligation within loc 

area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, deatl

disqualffication, or physical b 
ability to work 

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 
(5f) Double entries or entries by mistal
(h) Fined
ii)  Imprisoned
(i) Left local area

Total failed to discharge obligation with 
local area 

Unaccounted for

1916.
Percentage on 

Number under 
Head 2. 1917.

110,547 — — 110,647

24,136 — — 24,608

22,364
247

■ 9 2 -6 6  
1 -0 2

22,318
286

. --- — —
» «—

22,611 9 3 -6 8 22 ,604
i

»

696
515

31

2 -4 7
2 -1 3

*13

877
612

3 4

8 •03 1 '

1
1.J80

374
4*76
1 -54

(
1,524

480— —

P ercen t^e  o& 
Kumber und  ̂

Head 2*

90'09 
1'16

91-85

f 3-56 
2-49 

-14

6-19
1-98

W. L. MURPHY,
Chairman,
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NOETHEBN PEOVINOE.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT AGENT,' NORTHERN 
PROVINCE, FOR THE YEAR 1917.

Area of the Northern Province, 3,578 square miles.
Area of the Jaflna District, L147f square miles.
Population of the Northern Province, 369,961 (Census of 1911).  
Population of the Jaffna District, 326,712 (Census o i  1911) .

I.—^SisTOKy OF Administration Of  the Province. 
administrative staff of the Province continued to he the same as in the previous year, with the 

exception of the following changes,
2. Mr. A. E. Christoffelsz was appointed E^tfa Ofi ĉe Assistaht and Additional Police Magistrate, 

Jaffna, on January 10, and on the 23rd of the Same month he WRs appointed Police Magistrate, Jaffna, 
in place of Mr. A. N. Strong, who left Ceylon'foxwar service. Mr. A. Cathiravalu, Crown Proctor, Was 
then appointed Additional Police Magistrate, and Mr. P, Q. Nicholas, Mudaliyar, . acted as Extra Office 
Assistant occasionally, until on August 20 he was appointed Extra Office Assistant, in addition to his 
duties as Head Clerk. - •

 ̂ 3. On November P2 Mr. P. Vythilingahi, Advocate, was appointed to^act as Police Magistrate,
Point Pedro and Chavakacheheri, in place of Mr. C. Coomaraswamy? transferred tn  Avissawella.

4. On July 12 Mr. B. G. de Glanville was appointed- Assistant Government Agent, Maffnar, 
in place of Mr. J. D.~Brown, who went to England to offer his services for the war.

5. On November 7 Mr. C. W. Bickmore assuihed duties as Assistant Government Agent, 
MuUaittivu, vice Mr. W. L. Murphy, transferred to Hambantota.

6. Dr. P. Poenander continued to act as Provincial Surgeon, in place of Dr. W. Margenhut (on 
leave). In March Dr. S. Somasundaraln was appointed Judicial Medical Officer, vice Dr. S, Sittampalam, 
transferred. In July Dr. R. G. JayatiUeke Was appointed Resident Medical Officer, in place Of 
Dr. P. VetJ^ecan, transferred.

7. In February Mr. W. Blac6 was appointed Additional District Engineer, Jaffna, Rnd t6ok the 
place of Mr. D. K. McMihn in June, on the transfer of the latter to OhuaW. Mr. T. Muttukumaru 
succeeded Mr. A. H. Nathanielsz as District Engineer, Pallai.

8. On March 19 Mr. C. V?. P. WaVell succeeded Mr. P. L, Baker as Assistant Superintendent of 
Surveys, Northern Division.

9. On February 1 Mr. E'. if. Vanderwaff was appointed InSpOctor of Sellopls, Northern Province, 
vice Mr. G. if. Kriekenbeek, transferred to Colombo.

10. On June 9 Mr. B. Scherffius, Tobacco Expert, left Jaffna, having completed his term of 
agreement with the Ceylon (Government.

11. Oh November 30 Mr. V. Muttyahpillai, Maniagar of Tke Islands Division, died after an 
honouraWe service of twenty-six years. He was an exemplary Chief Headman, and his loss is much 
regretted.

n.^PBiNcipAn Events.
12. No events of great importance occurred during the year. The following are, hoW^ever, 

worthy of mention.
13. ' In  January His Majesty the King conferred the honour of Knight Bachelor on the Hon. Mr. 

Amhalavanar Kanagasabai, retired Member of the Legislative Council, in recognition of his eriunent 
public services. Letters patent conferring the appointment were received and handed to the Hon. 
Sir Ambalavanar Kanagasabai on July 6, when a  public reception was accorded to him in honour of 
the occasion.

3 14. In June Ifjs Excellency the Governor conferred the honorary rank of Mudaliyar on Mr. M. g. 
RaJhaliagam, Chief Mhdaliyar, Jaffna Kachchcri, in recognition of his long and honourable service under 
the Government.

15. ,  A conference of the (GhiM HeadiUen of the Jaffna District was held a t the Kachcheri on April 
27 and 28, at»which the Assistant Government Agents, Mannar and MuUaittivu, were present. Several 
matters of adminiiitrative importance were discussed and settled at the conference.

16. A School Gomnlittee was created for the JaSna District under the Rural Schools Ordinance, 
and Village Committees iVere elected throughout the district for the administration of village affairs.

17. The first course of vacation lectures for school teachers was inaugurated by the Education 
Department in Jaffna on August 20 and was continued for a week. The Hon. Sir Anton Bertram gave 
a public lecture op Bupke on tbe opening day.

9(1)18 ,
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18. The town of Jaffna was divided into three wards under the provisions of “ The Local Boards 
Amendment Ordinance, No. 27 of 1916,” and a member was elected for each ward on December 3<1. 
Two of the seats were contested.

19. A villager dug up at Madduvil 175 old Sinhalese copper coins in an earthen pitcher. They 
were of three fairly common kinds. Samples of the coins were sent to the Museum.

20. On October 18 a villager was killed by a thunderbolt while working in his field at 
Kodikamam.

III.— Êevenue and Expenditure.
21. The total revenue credited at the Jaffna Kachcheri during the twelve months October, 1916, 

to September, 1917, was Es. 1,468,119' 97, as compared witii Rs. 1,470,175* 33 during the previous twelve 
months. The corresponding figures for the whole Province were Rs. 1,650,524* 57 and Rs. 1,676,172* 92̂

22. The only items calling for remark are :—

, Increases.
(1) Customs Duties on Grain, Rs. 31,900* 86, due to increased quantity of paddy and rice importOd 

from beyond sea.
(2) Arrack, Rum, and Toddy, Rs. 40,359* 34, due to the increase realized by the sales of the arrack

and toddy rents.
(3) Stamps, Rs. 9,543* 12, due to the increased rates of duty levied.
(4) Fines and forfeitures, Rs. 7,867* 27.
(5) Cattle-branding Fees, Rs. 5,462* 60, due to the resumption of cattle-branding operations.
(6) Land Revenue (Forest Department), Rs. 25,112; 39, due to the increased sales of firewood and 

common timber a t the Jaffna depot.
Decreases.

(1) Customs Duties on Sugar, Rs. 99,886* 72, due to less importation of jaggery from India by the 
Ceylon Sugar Refineries, Limited.

(2) Customs Duties on Other Goods, Rs. 8,518* 79, due to less importation of gingeUy seed and 
curry stuffs from India.

(3) Land Sales, Rs. 10,448* 76, due to the curtailment of sales of land by Government pepding the 
introduction of the new system of leases.

' 23. The expenditure brought to account in the Jaffna Kachcheri during the ' twelve months
October, 1916, to September, 1917, was Rs. 723,843*49, as compared with Rs. 729,276*51 during the 
previous twelve months.

24. As much of the district revenue and expenditure is brought to account elsewhere than in 
Jaffna, no profitable comparison can be made between the revenue and expenditure of the district, or 
any statement given of the total contributions of the inhabitants to the revenue of the Colony. The cash 
transactions of the Jaffna Kachcheri during the financial year (Detober, 1916-September, 1917) arhounted 
to Rs. 14,220,588*42, as compared with Rs. 12,506,744*95 for the previous year.

TV.— F̂ood Supply, Health, and connected Matters.
25. The chief agricultural industries of the district are the cultivation of paddy, dry grains^ the 

palmyra and coconut palms, fruit and vegetables, manioca, and tobacco.
26. Paddy.—^This is the chief food product. The harvest of 1917 was better than th a t of the 

previous year, but still only fair. About 532,000 bushels were reaped on an area of 45,700 acres, the 
average jdeld being six-fold. This quantity was supplemented by 804,536 cwt. paddy, equal to 1,877,250 
bushels, and 236,395 cwt. rice, equal to 413,691 bushels, imported into the district from'  ̂India and 
Burma* and from Batticaloa. Owing to shortage of freight, the local prices of paddy and rice have 
Slightly increased.

27. Almost all land suitable for paddy growing in the peninsula is under cultivation. An 
extension of this »ultivation may be expected on the mainland, when the Karaichchi irrigation scheme 
is completed.

28. Dry Grains.—About ten varieties of fine grain are grown on paddy and on tobacco lands 
after reaping of crops, and on other high lands not brought under regular cultivation. About 44,000 
bushels is estimated to have been reaped on an area of 7,000 acres, and about 66,000 bushels on 4,600 acres 
of tobacco land and 500 acres of paddy land. This is the principal food supply of the poorer classes. 
Three varieties of gram are also produced, but their yield being insufficient, large quantities are imported 
from South India.

29. Palmyras.—This' palm grows thickly all over the peninsula, and is a most useful tree, every 
part of it  being utilized in some way or other. Jaggery is extensively manufactured from the sweet 
juice of the palm, and most of it has been bought by the Sugar Refineries Company a t Valluvedditturai, 
and used by them as a base for refining sugar and for distilling spirits from the refuse molasses. The 
pieces of palmyra timber exported to South India during the year numbered about 22,760. The timber 
is used for roofing houses and buildings. The Maniagars report that the use of palmyra products for food 
is going out of fashion. They are^ however, resorted to if the prices of other food products rise unduly, 
and thus relieve any scarcity that may be felt.

30. Coconuts.—^The estimated area under coconuts is about 20,000 acres. This palm grows well 
in most parts of the peninsula and The Islands and in the Punakari division. The yield of the nuts Was 
normal, and their prices varied between Rs. 25 and Rs. 35 per thousand. A large quantity of the nuts 
is usually dried and converted into copra for export outside the Island, but the export trade has gone 
down considerably owing to lack of freight due to war conditions, which practically closed the usual 
market for the article. Copra was sold locally a t from Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 per candy. Coconut oil is made 
from the dried copra in primitive wooden mills sufiScient for local requirements.- 27i,464 cwt. of copra 
from the south of the Island were exported to India through Talaimannar. This export is new.

31. Fruits 'and Vegetables.—Fruits are generally scarce. Plantains are extensively grown. 
Vegetables are raised on paddy lands as rotation crops and on portions of tobacco lands under irrigation 
from wells, which are fairly numerous in the country. The crop of the year was good, and equal to the
local demand.
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32. Manioca {Cassava).—This is a food produot grovm for local consumption. Portions of 
tQbacco gardens are under this crop dming the tohaeco season. I t  is also planted as a rotation crop on 
tobacco lands and paddy fields after the harvests have been reaped. The boiled root of the plant forms 
the chief article of diet of the poorer classes of the population. If tapioca could be manufactured, tho 
cultivation would be greatly éîrtended.

33. Tobacco.—^About 6,500 acres are under this crop. Two varieties are grown, one for smoking 
and the other for chewing. Both crops were good, and fetched good prices. Smoking tobáceo is made 
into* cigars and sold in all parts of the Island. Chewing tobáceo is sent to Cochin and Travancore in 
South ludia. A small portion is also sold for the use of the Indian labourers on the estates in the central 
and southern ̂ arts of Ceylon. The quantity exported over sea was 3,433,642 lb. and coastwise 537,768 lb.

> The tobacco planted in the experimeptal garden at Tirunelveli a t the end of 191^ was attacked 
by. a. pest indhë early stages of its growth and was not very successful. The “ White Burley” kind 
having been found to grow Well, the whole area of the garden has now been planted with this variety, in 
order to test the venture on a commercial scale. The establishment of an agricultural school in the 
district with an experiment station attached to it is now under consideration.

34. The rainfall as registered at the Jaffna observatory was 47' 31 inches in 74 days, as ?igainst 
35'64 inches in 1916 and 33'92 inches in 1915. 54‘92 inches were registered at the Jaffna College, 
Vaddukkoddai, and 52’ 75 inches at Kankesanturai. The rainfall was evenly distributed throughout the 
district. The prospects of the present paddy crop, which is entirely dependent on the rainfall, are good.

35. The effects of the great war are beginning to be felt in the district. The people depend in-a 
large measure on India and Burma for their supply of paddy, rice, curry stuffs, and other food products. 
Brechts have risen, and consequently the prices of food stuffs have generally increased. The people 
have been advised to grow more food products, and seeds of various kinds have been supplied by tho 
Agrieultural Department. These, unfortrmately, on trial have not proved successful, but, speakiug 
generally, a fair response has been made to the appeal to increase the food supply. The prices of other 
necessaries usually imported from Europe and other distant countries have considerably mcreased, and 
the cost of Hving has gone up aU round.

36. Health of People.— T̂he health of the people has been generaUy satisfactory thtonghout the year, 
exeept for a few cases of smallpox in different parts of the district. The occurrences were duly reported, 
and ;thq spread of infection in each place was promptly arrested. At Valluvedditturai the fiist two 
cases were concealed. The infection did not, however, spread, though fresh cases occurred lateï. At 
Sandiruppay also the first two cases were concealed, and the third was treated as one Of chickenpox. 
As the deceased in this last ease was given a public funeral, the infection spread in the ne^hbourhood, 
but was soon brought under control. In  every instance the disease was brought from India.

37. The following return shows the number of the cases and their results :—
Place of Ooourrenee. Date of Oeourrenoe. iiun}ber

attacked. BeCovered. Died.
Tampaohiddi (Point Pedro) January, 1017 3 $ . , ----
Matakal February 6 1 1 , —H.
Kokkuvil February 5 1 1 .

Do. March 18 1 1 . ---
Do. . . April 11 1 1 .

Jaffna Town (Local Board) March 4 42 36 . $
Chulipuram March 9 1 1 . .
Tirunelveli March 22 1 1 . . -It*
Puloli March 24 1 -  '  1 . * -- r
Kayts September 28 2 1 . . 1
Alaveddi September 27 1 Ì . . —̂
Sandiruppay .. October 8l 16 13 . . 8
Valluvedditturai August a 2  . . -- -

Do. . . October 4 4 . . —
DeUt Hovember 2 4 4- .
Pallai Vimankamam December 2 3 . .  3 . . —

b i| ■
Total -. 84 74 10

38. The district iS. supplied with 2 Government hospitals, 16 dispensaries, and 13 branch 
dispensaries or visiting stations, in all of which 50,368 sick persons were treated during the year. 
The Government 'medical aid is supplemented by private medical practitioners and four medical 
mission institutions, which do good work. They are

 ̂ Cases ̂  Cases
treated. treated.

Dispensary at EiaraitiVu 
Jevon’s Dispensary at Puttur

320
444-

McLeod Hospital a t  Inuvil . 6,569
Green Hospital at Manippai . .  1,036

39. A new Government dispensary was opened at Karaveddi cm March 5.
40. The number of births registered during the year was 12,857 and deaths 8,824, as against 

13,290 and 9,212 respectively in 1916. ThC numbed Of mari-iagee registered was 1,'911, as against 2,041 
during the previous year.

41. Calile.—The number of cattle ia the district is about 123,000. There was no disease during 
the yèar. Pasture is generally Scarce, ahd there was not much fodder during the  first half of the year. 
Palmyra olas were largely uSed as food, owing to want of grass and straw. Grass was plentiful during the 
latter part of the year. The vfilage cattle are generally ill-fed ànd under-sized. No attention has been 
paid to in^rovement of the breed. A stud bull has now been supplied by Government for the district, 
and is kept in charge oi the Maniagar of Jaffna, to whom persons desiring to have the use of the bull 
should apply.

42. 33,153 cattle have been branded during the year with the commimal brand. There are more 
than SOIXK) cattle still to  brand, and the work will be-eontmued during 1918. Owners of cattle have been 
requiredf to furnish the headmen with lists of cattle belonging to them.

43. The numbers of goats and sheep in the district are : goats 53,869, sheep 73,492.
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44. Fisheries.—^Pishing is extensively carried .on in the. sea and in the lagoons along the coasts of 
the peninsula. Local wants are more than supplied, and a large surplus is salted and exported. The 
export figures for the Provmce* are

1916. ■ - 1917.
Value. Value.

Bs. 0 . Bs. e.
Oversea . .  Owt. 267J . .  2,251 20 .,  Owt. 237i . .  2,869 0
Coastwise . .  Owt. 18,l34J • • 204,881 50 . .  Owt, 18,386J . .  171,808 0

Presh fish is also sent by rail to Colombo packed in ice.
45. The fishing of chunks and bêche-de-mer is  also a fairly important industry.« Thé catch  is  

all exported. , The quantities are as follows
1Ô16. 1917.

Value. Value. '**'
Bs. C. Bs. c.

Bêche-de-mer . .  Cwt. 861| . .  22,176 0 . .  Owt. 1ÓJ . .  120 0

Live chanks 
Dead ehanks 
Inferior chanks

No.

1,456,950
919,621
452,500

1916.
Bate per 1,000. 

Bs. c.
6 0 .. 
3 0 . .  
2 0 . .

Total . .  2,829,071

Duty Bald. 
Bs. c, 

8,741 70 
2,758 86 

905 0

12,405 56

No,

2,127,112
998,516
114,456

3,240,084.

1917. .
Bate pet 1,000. 

Bs. 0 .
.. • 6 0 ., 

3 0 . .  
2 0 . .

Duty Baid. 
Bs. e.

12,763 19 
2,995 .54 

228 91

15,987 64

The decrease in bOehe-de^mer is attributed td  less demand and shortage df freight. The increase 
in live chanks is due to the alteration in the rates of duty, which came into force in the middle of 1916, 
and shortage of tonnage towards the end of that year.

• 46. There is no mining industry in the district. Bubble, gravel, and coral quarries are worked 
for local reqtiirements. A small quantity of rubhlo and coral has also been exported to South India.

47. The principal manufactures are cigars, cloth, mats and baskets, coir, pottery, jaggery, oils, 
aerated waters, gold, silver, brass, iron, and wood work. Their output is moderate, and they chiefly 
supply local “wants. Cigars, coir, and cloth are sent to Other parts of Ceylon. - Owing to th eV a r the 
supply^ of metals hns been considerably reduced, and their prices have increased.

48. iond.-*-The total area Alienated by the Crown under the ordinary land sale regulations was 
176a . 1r . 27p ., of which 165a, Or . were soldLy public auction, andtbe remainder settled on claimants 
under General Order 812, The average-price realised by sale was Bs. 41‘ 20 per acre. Large lots have 
not been sold, in vjew of the proposal of Government to intrpdnce a general system of leasing lands.

49. The lands under'the Karaiohehi irrigation scheme suitable for growing paddy and the 
lands in the Pachchilaippali and Punakari divisions suitable for cpconut planting will afford openings 
for investment 6f capital.

V.—Education.
50. The Roman Catholic, Ameriean, Wesleyan, and Churchrof Englahd Missions and Hindu 

organizations undertake -khe 'Whole work of education m the district. The Work in their schools is subject 
to the supervision of the Education Department, and grants in aid are paid from the revenues of the 
Colony. 39 English schools* 10 Anglo-vernacular, and 329 vernacular School? receive grants. There 
are also 37 unaided schools. The leading English schools have been efficiently maintained.

51. The vernacular schools have not all been maintained in a satisfactory state of eTSciency. 
The school buildings and the quality of the teaching in many cases leave much to be desireri

52. Primary vernactllar education has been made compulsory for aE classes of children. The 
machinery provided by the Town Schools and theR ural SchCols Ordinances was put into operation 
during the year. Roys between the ages of 6 and 12 years and girls between the ages of 6 and 10 years 
have been required to attend school. According to lists prepared by the headmen there are in the 
district about 19,700 boys and 13,300 girls of tbe«prescribed ages, while according to the lists furnished 
by teachers the children actually attending their school? numbered about 16,600 boys and 10,100 girls, 
including children above and below the prescribed agq?.

53. The headmen when engaged On the preparation of the lists of children advised the parents 
of the provisions of the Ordinance and required them to send their children to school. Later on the names 
of defaulting children were obtained from ^Le sphool teachers, and in the month of December numerous 
prosecutions were entered in the Village Committee courts of Several subdivisions against the parents 
of the defaulters. As a first step the parents were warned to- send their Children to school and were 
discharged. Several were also fined. As a  result of these measures the attendance in schools has 
considerably improved, though there is stiH much to be done in this direction.

54. Such enforced attendahee of children, the Maniagar of Vedamaradchi West remarks, “ has 
lightened the task of the village schoolmaster, who used to go from door to door daily and collect children 
for his school.” The Maniagar of Tepmaradchi reports that since compulsory attendance was enforced 
“ the farmer and the labourer feel the pinch sharply fOr domestic and farm work, and particularly cattle 
tending.”

55. The enforcement of the compulsory rule has resulted in the influx of large numbers of children
in schools, where the existing accommodation is inadequate. The managers of schools should provide 
immediately sufficient aceommedation for the increased numbers in their schools. ‘

56. I t  has been decided by the District School Committee to establish two Government vernacular 
schools in the peninsula in the coming year and maintain them in an efficient state, in order to serve as 
models for the other schools, which are admittedly in a generally Unsatisfactory condition. *•

57. The District School Committee have prepared the spheme of school circles ‘And divisions
required by sections 14 and 15 of the Rural Schools Qrdinance, and have recommended the establishment 
of ten Government village schools in the Pachchilaippali, Karaichchi, and Punakari divisions in locahties 
where educational facihties do not exist at present. ,

58. The united training school for vernacular teachers a t Koppay, which was started in December, 
1916, continued its work satisfactorily throughout the year.
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VI.—Ceime asd Police.
’ 59. ” Tlie number of cases reported during the year -was 639, as against 538 during the previous

year. They were disposed of as follows; False and doubtful, 194; true, 347 ; pending, 98. Of the 
true cases, 118, or 34 per cent., ended in conviction. The corresponding percentage in 1916 was 29.

60. Crimes of violence against the person, such as grievous hurt, homicide, and knife hurt, have 
decreased ; crimes against property, such as arson, burglary, robbery, and theft, have increased.

61. Six cases of homicide were reported during the year. Two ended in conviction. The 
remaining four are committed for trial before the Supreme Court a t its next sessions. In  two of these 
convictions have since been obtained. Accused in the other two were acquitted.

62. A riot occurred at Sutumalai between the Vellalas and Parampars (a section of fishers) of 
the* place, the occasion being the beating of tom-tom at a funeral of the latter. The rioters were 
prosecuted', and eleven accused were convicted and sentenced-to six months’ imprisonment each. The

- decision was affirmed in apppal, except as regards one accused.
'63. The action of the headmen with regard to crime and their co-operation with the regular 

pelice have, on the whole, been good. Speaking generally, there has been an improvement in the 
efficiency of pohce action.

VII.—tQtlASI-MUNICrPAL GrOVEENMEiTT.
64. The existing local Government bodies of the Province are :—
(a) The Provincial Road Committee of the Northern Province.
(b) The District Road Committees of Jaffna, Mannar, and Mullaittivu.
(c) -The Local Board of the town of tlaffna.
(d) The Sanitaiy Boards of Jaffna, Mannar, and MuUaittiVu, exercising jurisdiction over the 

small towns of Point Pedro, VaJluvedditturai, Kayts, Mannar, Pesalai,, Erukkalampid(Ji, 
Talaimannar, Vidattaltivu, Silavatturai, and Mullaittivu.

(e) The District School Committees of Jaffna, Mannar, and Mullaittivu.
(/) The District Committee under the Markets Ordinance.
(ff) The Vülàge Committees of the Jaffna, Mannar, and Mullaittivu Districts oustjde tfie Local
,  Board and Sanitary Board areas. ^  _

Detailed reports on the work of the bodies enumerated in (a) to (/) above will be found annexed to 
this report and’to the reports of the Assistant Government Agents.

65. There are also two ViUage.Tribunals estabhshed under the Village Communities Ordinance, 
No. 24 of 1889. One sits at Delft, and the other, for the Mullaittivu District, sits at Vavuniya, 
Nedunkeni, and Mullaittivu. A statement of work done during the year by the Village THbunal, IMft, 
is given below .—

Cases pending on January 1 . .
Cases instituted 
Cases decided 
Cases amicably settled 
Cases pending on December 31 
Appeals to Government Agent :—r 

Judgment affirmed . .
’ ' Judgment set aside

 ̂ Appeals to Governor in Executive Coimcil

66. Forty Village Committees have been elected in the Jaffna District during the year under the 
provisions of section 16 of the Village Communities Ordinance, No, M  of 1889. Rtiles have been framed 
by them under section 6. of the Ordinance for the administration of village affairs, and submitted to His 
Excellency the Governor in Executive Council for sanction. The Committees haVe dealt with (1 ) breaches 
of the by-laws framed by the District SchOoDCommittee under the Rural Schools Ordinance for compulsojy 
attendance of children in schools ; (2) offences under the Cattle Trespass Ordinance ; and (3) breaches 
■of regulations made under the Cattle Ordinance for the branding of cattle and sale or transfer and 
removal of cattle.

67. The Maniagar of Tenmaradchi reports that the villagers appreciate the Jirivilege of 
participating in the administration of their villagé concerns, and are glad to have their minor disputes 
settled by the Committees. M

-  V in .—ÈXCISE.

68. Arraci:.—The arrack rent of the Jaffna District for 1917-18 was sold in Colombo for 
Bs. 278,990, being an increase of Rs. 27,435 over that of the previous year. The quantity of arrack 
sold in taverns during the year was_ 40,461 gallons, being an increase of 5,344 gallons over that of 1916, 
and a decrease of 5,745 gallons from that of 1915. The number of taverns was 25, the same as in the 
previous year.

69. Toddy.-^he  toddy rents were sold in Jaffna by taverns, and were bought by local men. 
Their number was 112, the same as in the previous year. The amount realized by the sale of the rents for 
-l9lV-'i’8 was Rs. 357,360, being an increase of Rs. 44,505 over that of the previous year. ' Six taverns 
were re-sold at the risk of the original purchasers, who failed to pay the monthly instalments of their 
rents. Thé quantity of toddy sold in taverns amounted to 1,429,982 gaUom, being an increase of 273,728 
.gallons ove? that of the previous year. There would appear to be a tendency for the consumption of 
toddy to take’the place of that of arrack.

70. Sweei Toddy.^2,4D6 licenses were issued, and 137 coconut and 59,424 palmyra trees were 
tapped for sweet toddy. In  1916 the figures were 2,394, 45, and 56,269, respectively.

71  ̂ F<yreign lAqmr.—̂ e n  retail licenses, 1 tavern license, 7 resthouse licenses, and 1 license for 
sale, of medicated wines were issued, making a total of 19 licenses for the year. The total quantity sold 
for consumption was 4,770 gallons, being a decrease of 1,910 gallons from that of the preceding year.

Civil. Criminal.
1 2

177 .. 138
176 140
19 . 36
2 . —

4 , 3
— . . 1
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. 72. CocaÍM.~-^ix licenses were iásned for sale of cocaine, 2 for retail and 4 to registered medical
practitioners. ' »

73. Éectified and Denatured Spirits.^— licenses (for twelve months) were issued to the 
Ceylon Sugar Refineries, Limited, at Polikandi, for tfie distifiation pf rectified and denatured spirits from 
the refuse molasSes of the sugar refinery.

74. Advisory Gommittee.-~^'Wo meetings were heldfiuring the year. I t  was decided to alter the-
opening and closing hours of arrack taverns to 8 a .m . to 6.30 f.M., except in the Case of five taverns, 
which werp allowed tO be closed at 8 p .m. The Committee also decided on the closing of the toddy tavern  
at ValluVeddi from July 1, 1918, and the transfer of the tavern at Chavankoddai to Navatkuli village 
from the same date. '  ,

IX,—I beIgation.

75. Work on the Karajchchi irrigation scheme, which commenced in the year 1902, stfil ccmtinues- 
I t  was expected that the works Would be finished in l9lS, hut war conditions have made that impossible.. 
The revised estimate for the works amounts to Rs 1,376,876, of which Rs. 1,236,247‘57 have been 
expended to end of September, 1917, leaving a balance-of Rs. 140,628-43. The expenditure for the 
twelve months^ending on September 30, l9l7, Was Rs. 128,351 -47.

76. There are about -50Ó Village tanks imder restoration, most of which are in the INkinnar and
MuUaittivn BistriCts. Eight of these tanks are in the Tunukkaypattu of the Jaffna District,- and are 
under the supervision of the litigation Inspector, Mannar. The shareholders of irrigable lands under 
each tank restore and maintain the bund and chaimels under it in good repair by their joint labour 
contributed in proportion to the extent Owned by each shareholder. The chief work to which this labour 
was devoted in 1917 was the improvement of existing spills and the opening of new ones where required.. 
This work, though of the utmost importance for the safety of the tank, is not one the value of which the 
villagers- sufficiently appreciate. There Was considerable default. In the MuUaittivU District this- 
amounfed to nearly two-thirds of the labour called out. In the Jaffna District the default was only about 
0ne-fifth, while in the Mannar District it  was about one-half. The default in the Mannar District was 
chiefly in the MhsaU division, and Was owing to a succession of crop failures caused by drought. The 
people have beep given time to perform the work due. <-

X.— -Public  W oeks* .

77. Considerable improvements and additions to pubhc buildings have been effected during the 
year. Roads and bridges have been kept in a satisfactory condition. The Pandisuddan-Kandavalai 
road haS been completed, and a  new segregation cAmp Was erected a t  Talaimannar. No other new works, 
of importance were undertaken during the year,

78. The following works are in progress '
(1) Additions and iihproVements to District Court buildings, Jaffna.
(2) Paying wards, Jaffna hospital.
13) Cooly lines and overseer’s quarters a t  Talaimannar.
(4) KaraÍ3mr reclamation-
79. Karaiyur Redamaiion.-^Tlíás work Was begun in 1911. I t  consists of the reclamation of the- 

tidal flat lying opposite to  the fishing village of Karaiym» with the object of reheving the congestion 
obtaining there. Of the 64 | acrej proposed to be reclaimed, 3 3 | have been completed by the close of 1917, 
leaving 31 acres still to be reclaimed. It- has been fotand that with an  average of between 300 and 400 
prisoners a t work it takes 50 prisoners to reclaiin one acre of the area in a year. If the present rate of 
progress is maintained, the work Should he completed within the next five yeats. Increasing diÄculty, 
however, is now being experienced, on account of war restrictions, in obtaining plant to replace tha t worn 
out, so that it is probable tha t the completion Will be delayed beyond th a t period.

80. The following woike aré proposed for consideration -
(1) Conversion of the Vadamaradchi lagOon.into a fresh--water lake.
(2) Water supply for the town of Jaf&tta,
(3) Drainage scheme for the town of Jaffna.
(4) - Town planning scheme on the reclaimed afea a t Karaiyur.
(5) Extension of the Vadamaradchi East road to Marutankeni a^id to AliyaValai.
(6) Quarters for the Pohee Magistrate, Jaffna. -
(7) New smallpox hospital, Jaffna*
(8) Extension of the rOaff from ParantaU to Mufiaittivu via Putukkudiyirüppu, of which the first 

7 miles have been constructed.

81. VadamaradcM Lagoon /8'cÄei»e*-*-The examination of this scheme was continued throughout 
1917 by the Irrigation Department. I t  is now proposed by the Director to  construct a temporary barrage 
in order to observe the results, and to BsoertaiU what should be th© maximum level of the lake in  order'to- 
secure the greatest possible measure of advantage. I t  i$ hoped that provision for this will be made in the 
Supply BiU for 1918-19.

XI.--SALT.
82. The Chiviyateru salt pans yielded 17,099 cwt. óf manufactured salt, as against '35,216 cwt. 

during the previous year. Owing to the unwillingness of the manufacturers to  ebaUgp their old methods 
of manufacture, an attempt that was made to improve the quality of the Salt was not successful. A 
proposal for the construction of a saltern on modem lines a t Elephant Pass is nOw under consideration.

83. The salt formation a t Vellaipparavai was dissolved by rain. A t Karanavay about 62,310 cwt.
were collected. The salt formation at Mattalan, in the Mullaittivu District, was partly*destroyed by  ̂
Tain. The quantity collected there and brought to  TondaimEHartl WAS 573 CWt. ,
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84. There are two salt stores in the Jaffna District, one in the town and the other at Tondai
manaru. The salt accounts of these stores are as follows ;— -

Karaiyur Store. Cwt. Cwt.
Balance on January 1, 1917 . .  
Received from Chiviyateru salt pans

, , --- 58,491
— 17,099

♦
Sold to retailers and fish curers in Jafina District ■ . .  32,392

75,690

Issued to Assistant Government Agent, Mannar 7,520
Issued to Assistant Government Agent, Mullaittivu 3,000

• Wastage in stores 953
43,865

Balance on December 31,1917.. •• 31,725
9 Tondaimanaru Store.

Balance on January 1,1917 .. 730
Received from Karanavay .. 62,510
Received from Mattalan 1,981*

--k------- 65,021
Sold for export beyond the Province . .  23,936
Sent to Haputale Government stores in 1917 .. 656
Wastage in stores . .  .. 110

24,702

BalanceonDecember 31,1917.. — 40,319

* Includes salt collected in 1916.

85. The total amount realized by sa,le of salt in 1916-17 was Rs. 166,002, as agaiilst Rs, 168,664
in 1915-16.

9 XII.— F̂orest A dministration.

1917. 1916.

86. There was no change made during the year in the area of the forest reserves add proposed 
reserves. Som’e modification mil follow the completion of the Karaichchi irrigation scheme by eicision 
-of irrigable areas from the reserved forest.

87. About 40,000 acres of surveyed land in the Irasentirankulam, Puvarasankulam, and Tach- 
chankulam proposed reserves in the MuUaittivu District have been settled under the Waste Jjands 
Ordinance and declared Crown.

88. Preliminary notices under the Waste Lands Ordinance were issued in respect of aboilt 32,000 
acres of the Irampaikkulam, Melkulam, and Nayinamadu proposed reserves in the MuUaittiV« District.

89. 234,683 acres of forests have been surveyed during the year. Thè snrVey opérations made 
rapid progress, and the full programme for the year "was carried out.

90. The main work of the Forest Department consisted in the supply of sleepers and firewood to 
the Railway Department ; of logs, posts, and common timber to the Phblie Works and other Government 
Departments; and firewood to the Jaffna depot. The supplies to the Public Departments were as 
follows :—

> Description.
o, i Broad gauge 

3 leepers j gauge
Timber in the log 
Scantlings and reepers 
Pieces
Fuel (for Railway)
Fuel

4,441 trees of satin, palu, and milla were felled to supply the sleepers and timb$r not$d above,
91. The supply of firewood to the depot was well maintained throughoht the year. ,5,6fil tons 

2 cwt. were supplied at a cost of Rs. 22,973'37, or Rs. 4'09 per ton, “while 5,600 tons of firewood and 
about 10,000 pieces of small round timber were sold during the year and realized Rs: 43,980'89, being 
an increase of almost 50 per cent, over the revenuf Of the preceding year. The GroVemment fitewood 
depot at Jaffna evidently supplies a felt want. I t  is now proposed to establish a  new timber and firewood 
depot at Karaiyur, as there is not sufiheient space at the present Site to deal adequately with the large 
quantities required to meet the public demand.

92. The teak, mahogany, and margosa plantations on areas cleared by the cutting of trees for 
supplying timber and firewood to the Raüway Department consist of the following seven blocks a t-^

(1) Kilinoehcbi ..
(2) Iranaimadu
(3) Tonigaia, old block
(4) Tonigaia, No. I block

. .  No. . 12,353 .. 9,232

.. No. 5,921 .. 9,822
.. No. 975 272
.. No. 347 286
.. No. loo ..  2,116
.. Cubic yards 38,849 .. .23,608
,. Tons J42 218

Acres. Acres.
. .  21 (5) Tonigaia, No. 2 block . .  lOJ
,.  40 (6) Madu read . .  46
. .  m
..  26

17) Kulamurippu . . 1 . 10

and planted during the year at—
Acres. Acres.

68 (3) Tonigala, No. 3 block . .  24
. .  20 (4| Madu road. No. 2 block 30

(1) Iranaimadu ., ,
(2> Vannivilankulam

98. T ie n^ahogany plants a t Kilinochchi have failed. A considerable number of teak plants 
also do not present a very healthy growth and occur iiregulariy, and it has therefore been decided not to 
waste further effort over them. At Iranaimadu 9 acres are under mahogany and 31 acres under tdak, 
and both, kinds are growing well. A second block has been opened here and sown with teak seeds on 
56 acres and with margOsa seeds on 2 acres. The teak plants in the three blocks at Toaigala are growing 
very weU, particularly in block No. 1, in Which long rows of plants of uniform height top the undergrowth
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and make a very gratifying show. Go6d trees are over 20 feet high, the minimum height being 9 feet. 
A fourth bl<>ck has been opened in this locahty and sown With teak Seeds on an area of 24 acres. In  the  
Madu road plantation teak grows, fairly weU, and the margOsa plants are doing very well. A second 
block of 34 acres has been cleared and sown with njargosa seeds oh 30 acres and with teak seeds on 4 
acres, “ The weather was abnormally dry here in the months of October and November, At Kulamurippn 
the teak sown at the end of 1916 to replace blanks in, the mahogany failed to germinate, and the few 
mahogany plants left were also destroyed by monkeys. Teak was again sown during the year on this 
block. A new block of 20 acres a t Yaimivilankulam cleared for supply of firewood to the Railway at 
the Mankulam fuel stage was prepared and sown with teak seeds, which germinated well. IVith a h ttle  
transplanting done later the whole area has been well stocked.

• 94. The Department was in charge of Mr. J. D . Sargent, Deputy Conservator of Eoretts, 
throughout the year.

x n t . —MrscBLX,AisrEOTJa.
95. War Loan Stibscri^ions^-^A sum of Rs. 50,050 was collected through the Jafina KachchCri 

frotn 340 subscribers, including a sum. of Rs. 10,000 from the Naddukkoddai Chetty traders in the towfv.
9fi. Licenses were issued as follows *

Carts
1917. 

. .  2,307
1916. 

. 2,297
1915. 

. .  2,1.34 Selling fireworks
1917.

5
1916.

8
1915.

10
Boats . .  83 . . 87 85 Butchers . . 1 4 1
Guns . .  855 . . 967 .. 1,041 Game .. 49 75 43
poisons A . 10 ..  12 For capturing buffaloes ..  — .. — 1
Pawnbrokers 26 . 30 .,  26 For kifiing elephants .. * 2
Petroleum storage 4 3 3 Motor cars 10 . .  —
Petroleum transport 29 . . 49- 56 Opium vedaralas’ license 7 9 . .  ■ 8
Petroletim cçirts for h^wküag 4 . 3^ 3 Consumers’ license . .  8 6 3

97. Dog Begistratidn,— 3̂,858 dogs were registered during the year, as compared with 4,197 in 
1916 and 4,463 in 1915. The number of stray and imclaimed dogs appears to be more than the number 
owned. Dmstiç steps appear to be necessary' to reduce their number. Six persons were reported to  
have been bitten by rabid dogs during the year.

98. Co-operative Credit Societies.—^There are twelve altogether in  the district. A few are 
working very well. The condition of the remainder is not so satisfactory. Mr. A. M- M uttukumaru,' 
Inspector, was engaged in the district for over two months about the close of the yean in putting the 
societies into working order, and generally infusing new life and vigour among the Working members.

99. The Boy Scout movement initiated in October, 1916, has made good progress during the year. 
Six troops have been registered ; the organization has been perfected ; Wnd further advance is confidently 
looked for, as the benefit of the training to the boys themselves becomes more generaUy.recognized. A 
certain amouht of conservatism on the part of the older generation has had to be combated.

100. Owhlg to financial diffleulties work at thençW Sugar B-efinery and Distillery was considerably 
restricted during the year.

101. The alteration of the daffna-Colombo train service owing to shortage of coal caused,
considérable public inconvenience till the resumption of the daily night mail remedied matters so far as 
was possible. ,

Jaffna Kaehcheri, 
March 15,1918.

B. HORSBURGH, 
Government Agent.

APPENDIX.

1. -*-Be p o r t  o n  t h e  w o r k in g  o f  t h e  t h o h o h g h f a r e s  o r d in a n c e s
IN  THE n o r t h e r n  PROVINCE FOR 1917.

^ PROVINCIAL ROAD CbSIMITTEE.
Tab Provincial Road Committee a t the beghming of 1917 consisted of the following members :— 

The Government Agent, Chairman; Mr. W. C. Price, Provincial Engineer; Mr. J . J. Patterson; Mr. J. M. 
Hensman; Mr. M. S. Ramalinga Mudahyar; and Mr. J . Cherubim. There was no change in the 
composition of the, Committee during the year.

2. jRest^uses.^The  resthouses in the Province were maintained in good order.
' 3. The following statement shows the revenue and expenditure of the Provincial Road.

Committee
Amount.
Rs. c.R e v e n u e .

Balance on January 1,1917
Amount received from District Road Committees on acCoUnt 

of tWo-thirds commutation for principal roads, resthCuses,
&c. :—

(a) From Jaffna District Road Committee . .  20,447 67
(i>) From Stannar District Road Committee •• 2,765 0
(c) From Mullaittivu District Road Committee •. 2,861 0

Resthouse collections :—
(а) From JaSna District Road Committee . .  2,169 84
(б) From Mannar District Road Committee . .  287 66
(c) From Mullaittivu District Road Committee 848 16

Total. 
Rs. c. 

11,458 0

Contributions from District Road Committees on aecoimt of 
Provincial Road Committee establishment;—.

From Jaffna District Road Committee 
Miseellaneons receipts . .  . . .

26,073 67

3,305 66

Total

1,592 *70 
478 89

42,908 92
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E x p b n d i u j e e . .

Payments made from two-thirds commutation during the 
year imder the provisions of Ordinances Nos. 10 of 1861, 
31 of 1884, and 10 of 1902, on accormt of—

(o) Principal roads . .
(6) Resthouses

Upkeep, repair, and improvement of resthouses from fimds 
other than two-thirds commutation . .  , ,

Provincial Road Committee’s establishment 
Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31,1917

'Amount, Total.
Es. c. Bs. c.

14,044 42
12,029 26

26,073 67

__ ~ 4,802 77
— •1,592 70
— 480 56
--^ 9,959 22

Total 42,908 92

March 7,1918.
B. HOESBUEGH, 

CSiairman.
II.—REPORT ON THE WORKING OP THE THOROUGHFARES ORDINANCES 

IN THE JAFFNA DISTRICT FOR 1917.
D isteiqt  R oad CoIim ittsb ,

The District Road Ccmmittee of Jaffna consisted of the Government Agent and the following 
members;—^Messrs. D. K. McMLnn, District Engineer; C. M. Sinnayah, Mudaliyar of the Governor’s GOte; 
Hon. Mr. A. Sapapathy; Mr. A. Cathiravelu, Justice of the Peace and ITnofSoial Police Magistrate; end 
Mr. R. Eajakariar. In June Mr. William Black, District Engineer, ivas appointed Official Member, in 
place of Mr. D. K. McMinn, who left the district on transfer.

2. Five meetings were held during the year.
3. The following is a comparative statement of the wojrking of the Tborougbtoee Ordiaanpes 

during 1916 and 1917

1.
2.

3.

4.
6.

6.
7.

Population of local area by latest Census 
Number of resident males by division officers’ 

lists reported liable to labour 
Discharged obligation within local area by—

(а) Paying single commutation^
(б) Paying double cornmutation.
(c) Labouring six days . .
(d) Labouring twelve days 

Total discharged obligation 
Failed to discharge obligation within local area,

but otherwise accounted for as-f-
(e) Exempted on accoimt of age, dei^th,

disqualification, or physical inability 
to work

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere
(ff) Double entries or entries by mistake. .
(h) Fined
(i) Imprisoned
(f) Left local area

Total failed to discharge obligation within local 
area

Unaccounted for

1916.

69,740
389
749
68

1,863
2.493

162
6
2

1,281

277,855

66,752

60,946

5,806

Percent­
age on 

Number 
under 

Read 2.

89-49 
•58 

1-12 
•lo 

91-$0

2-79
8-74

•24
•01

^•92

8-70

1917,

60,400
366
73S
123

1,366
2,633

148
33

1
1,121

277,856

66,026

6i,624

5,302

PereeUt- 
age on 
Number 
under 

Head 2.

90-25
•55

1-10
•18

92-08

2- 04
3- 93 

•22 
•05

1-68

7-92

4. The funds administered by.the Committee aré accounted for in the following statement
R e V e N P e . Rs. c.

Balance On January 1,1917 
Commutation realised in money 
Commutation realized in labour ..  
Government contribution in aid Of minor Works 
Miscellaneous receipts . .

12,529 82 
91,695 0 

1,476 0 
8,785 <1 
3,995 49

Total . .  118,481 31

E n tE itn iT U B E .
Payment made on ucoonnt of principal roads and reSthouses 
Amount expended on minor works.,
Establishment and commission to division officers:—■

(a) Contribution on account of Provincial Road
(Committee establishment

(b) Cost of District Road Committee establishment
(c) Commission to divisiofi officers

, MisOeUoneOus charges 
Balance on December 31, l9l7

Rs. c. 
1,592 70  
7,569 41 
6,585 69

Total

20,447 67 
44,353 95

16,747 80. 
4,686 92 

33,244 97

118,481 31

B, Minor Works.—‘The rOads in charge of the Committee were maintained in very good condition 
during the year. The expenditure On minor works amounted to Es. 32,438-11.

9(1)18'
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6. The foUowmg special Works Were undertaken dltring thè year a t a eost of Rs  ̂ 11,915* 84 :
Rs, <3. ““

1. Cha Vakacbcheri'Tanankilappü road 
i. Pándaterippu-Matakal road . *
3. ChaVakachcheriiNUnaVil road
4. Répftirs to Puloli Hospital toad
5. Constructing culvert on point Pedro-

MarUtankeni road
6. Eiaraveddi rOad
7. E;^tension of VaHipnrarn-Matutan-

keni road
8. Building a boundary wall at Tellip-

palai
9. Building retaining w alls. On Kan-

kesanturai crOss toads

466 Q 

691 0 

108 30

716 0 10. Repairs to bridge on Achchuveh
1,021 25 Tondaimanaru road
6,246 55 l l .  Building a culvert on Sandiruppay 

130 26 Pandaterippu road
12. Rnprovetnents to Tondaittianaru 

309 32 Tunnalai road . .
898 11 13. Chemnianikkulana road

14. Repairs to wooden bridge on Sanfea 
rattai-Arali road

15. tJpkeep Of lanes

Total

Rs. p.c
152 41

171 75

796 90 
23 60

151 90 
y 143.50

11,915 84

March 7,1918.
B. HORSBDRGH, ‘ 

Chaimfan,

Jaffna.

JII—BilPORT ON THE w o r k in g  OP THE DlSpRlCT COMMITTBE UNDER  
m a r k e t s  o r d in a n c e  p o r  1917.

District Market Committee.
Tae Markèt Colnnlittee consisted of the same members as those of the District Road Committee,^

2. Eotir meètings were held during the year.
3. The-ftlndS administered by the Dommittee are accounted for in the following statement

R e v e n u e . R s . -c .
Balance on January J, J9I7 •• 11 ,063  95
Rent of markets .. .. 6 ,051  83
Proceeds of sale of trees And from other 

iniscellàneOus sources.. .. 128 15

Total 17,833 93

E xpenditure. R s.
Pay of market-keepers, sweepers, and

watchers . .  . .  729 50
Improvements and repairs to markets . .  3^323 20
Miscellaneous charges . .  . .  184.50
Balance on December 31, 1917 . .  13,596 73

Total 17,833 93

4. The following special works were undertaken during the year a t a cost of Rs. 2,754 * 62
Rs. c. •

(1) Building a boundary wall nt ChC/vakaeheheri market . .  254 62
(2) Repairs to Elephant Pass market . .  .. 917 0
(S) Constructing; a galaut Kodikamam market . .  .. 782 0
<4> ImproVMnents to Pandaterippu market . .  .. 801 1

Mfeich 7, 1918.

Total .. 2,754 62

B. HORSBURGH,
Chairman.

IV.-^REp OR’T o n  TR E WORKING OP THE JAPPNA LOCAL BOARD POR 1917. 
The revenue for 1917 was Rs* 56,283 * 96 compared with Rs. 43,261 • 73 iu 1916. The eX|tenditure 

fdr 1917 Was Rs. 62,906*45, as against Rs. 44,569*61 in 1916. There Was a marked incr|ase in the 
revenue during I9l7 as compared with all the previous years. The increase in the expenditure was due 
to the outbreak of smallpox incertain parts Of the town and to the érection of a new latrine in Moot street, 
anda,l$o to  the construction of cement concrete drains and other new works and improvements*

Details of revenue and expenditure for 1916 and 1917 are given in the following statement ;

revenue.
Taxes ' . .
Licenses 
Rents . .
Pines
Miscellaneous
Deposits
Refunds

1916. 
Rs. c. 

28,364, 49 
8,438 1 
2,787 15 
1,571 75 
1,452 65

707 78

1917. I 
Rs. C. t Expendituiie. 

34,686 90 I Administration 
7,511 76 Sanitation 
4,836 49 Lighting 
1,116 0 Pohoe . .
2,346 35 Public Works
4,206 37 Miscellaneous
1,680' p Advance

Surveys 
Shade trees 
Refund of deposits 
Flood outlet survey

43,261 73
Balance on December 31 17,110 65

50,283 96 
16,802 77

Total 60,372 38 72,086 73

1916. 
Es. c. 

7,877 54 
13,548 23 
2,817 71 

368 0* 
17,697 48 

557 24 
1,210 0 

80 17 
260 94

262 30

1917.
Rs. c, 

9,028 27 
19.966 9 
2,954 

448 
26,553 

2,960 
610 

71 
218 36 
105 0

55
71
73
34
0

40

44,560 61
Balatfce On December 31 15,802 77

Total 60,372 38

62,906 45 
9,180 28

72,086 73

2. RewJiMe.—-Under “ property Rates ” the increase is due to the assessment ra te  on property
having been raised from 4 per cent, to 5 per cent. Under “ Thoroughfares Ordinance Collections ” the 
increase is due to the rate of commutation tax having been raised from Re. 1 * 50 to  Rs. 2 per head. Under 
“ Markets ” the increase is due to the fact that ail the public markets under the control of the Board 
have been leased from this year.  ̂ ‘ ,

3. Expenditure.-'-Vndev “ Revenue Services ” the increase is due to  the pa3uneUt of commission
to tax collectors on a larger sum from assessment and road tax collections due td  the increase of revenue 
under those heads. - ^

Under “ Infectious Diseases ” the increase is dUe to a sonlewhUf' Uerious outbreak of smallpox in 
Moor street,' Navanturai, and KaraiyUr.

\
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Under “ Miscellaneous ” the increase is due to the refund, as a result of the amended Vehicles 
Ordinance, of certain stamp-duties to Government, Municipalities, &c., on motor cars, and also to the 
refund to the District Eoad Committee of road taxes collected erroneously from the year 1907 to 1916 
from some inhabitants of Vannarpannai North-West, who were residents outside the Local Board area. 

4. The administration of the Thoroughfares Ordinance is shown in the following statem ent:—
Percent- Percent-
age on age on

1916. Number 1917. Number
under under

Head 2. Head 2.
»

1. Population of local area by latest Census . . . __ 40,424 — , __ 40,424
2. Number of resident males by division officers’ li t̂s

reported liable to labour 10,540 — — 10,455 —
3. Discharged obligation within local area by— '
» (a) Paying single commutation 8,998 85-37 8,762 83-23

(6) Pa3ung double commutation 131 1-24 87 •83
(c) Laboiiring six days 1 __ 14 •13
(d) Labouring twelve days — __ — __

4. Total discharged obligation 9,130 86-61 8,803 84-10
6. Failed to discharge obligation within local area,

but otherwise aecoimted for as—
(fi) Exempted on account of age, death,

disqualification, or physically inability »
to work 2f6 1-10 216 2-05

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 790 7-49 850 8-22
(g) Double entries or entries by mistake .. 93 -88 828 2-18
( h )  Fined — 18 •17
(i) Imprisoned 6 •04 5 •04
(j) Left local area 306 2-90 386 3-21

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within local
area 1,410 13-47 1 ■! WW* '■! 'I 1,662 14-84

7. Unaccounted for, .. — — — — —
5. Pulilic Health.— Ât the beginning of the year the health of the town was Unsatisfactory, owing 

to the continuance of smallpox, which began to prevail in November, 1916. All necessary measures 
were taken both by the Medical Department and the Sanitary Inspectors of the Board, and the epidemic 
was stamped out in March. There were 42 cases reported to this oiB&ce, of which 6 proved fatal.

By-laws re dairies, bakeries, aerated waters, drainage, &c.. Were passed dnring the year for the 
improvement of the health of the town.

The Board has imposed a fee of Bs. 2& on every lime and brick kiln burnt Within its area.

Births
Deaths

1916.
1.486
1,409

ßirths and Deaths. 
1917.
1,430
1,288

Birth-rate, per 1,000 ' 
Death-rate, per 1,000

1916.
36‘6
34-8

1917.
35-2
81-8

6. In January, 1917, His Excellency the Governor was expected to visit Jaffna, and all nOOessary 
preparations were made by the members of the Board to  accord HiS Éxceüencjra hearty welebme, but 
owing to  jU-health his visit was postponed.

7. jIn  1917 the Board consisted of the following members : Mr. B. Horsburgh, Government 
Agent, Chairman ; Dr. F. V. Foenander, «Provincial Surgeon ; Mr. W. C. Price, Provincial Engineer ; 
IVh. A. Cathiravelu ; Mr. E. E. Nalliah ; Mr, Hi. Somasund^ram.

8. In  accordance with section 10 a (1) of Ordinance No. 27 of 1016 the tbWn was divided into 
three wards, as follows: (1) Central'Ward ; (2) Western Ward ;”(3) Eastern Ward. In  Decenïber, 
1917, there was an election of,three Unofficial Members to hold office during 1918 ând 1919 for each of 
the above wards. Mr. Cathiravelu, who was a member of the Board from its establishment, retired from 
service. The Central and Western Wards were keenly contested, &nd Mr. JR. R, Nalliah, the sitting 
member, and Mr. R . Kanagasabai were elected members for the respective wards, hfr. C. ArulaHlpalam 
was elected member for the Eastern W ard tmopposed.

9. Eight meetings of the Board were held during the year.
Local Board Office, „ B. ROESBUEGH,’

Jaffna, February 28, 1918. - '  ' "'' Chairman. '
V.-—REPOET 0ÎÏ t h e  WCJRKING OR THE JAFPNA DISTRICT 

SANITARY BOARD DURING 1917.
The Board consisted of the following members : f e e  Government Agent, ¡Northern Province, 

Chairman ; the Provmcial Engineer, Northern Province 5 the Provincial Surgeom JNorthem i^ovince ; 
Mr. M. S. Eamalinga, Mudaliyar ; and Mr. K. Kanagasabai, Proctor.

2. The following small towns are under the operatic» of The Small Towns Sanitary Ordinance, 
1892 ” : Pomt Pedro, Valluvedditturai, and JCayts.

3. The revenue and expenditure of each town for the year 1917 are shown below :—
’ • Pedro.

Revenue.
Balance on January L 1917 
Taxes . V*
Licenses
Rent .. ®
Fines ..
Miscelianeous

Total

Rs. c. 
3,919 34 
3,660 78 

997 40 
1,362 19 

37 38 
85 33

9,452' 42

E xpbndituee. 
Cost of administration 
Sanitation 

. Lighting 
Public works 
Miscellaneous 
Balance on December 31, 1917

Total

Rs. c, 
863 89 

1,661 9 
267 26 

1,361 37 
676 5 

4,722 76

9,452 42
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VaUuvedditturai.

[Pabt-I.

RffiVENtnE,
Halaucc on January 1, 1917 

- Taxes . •
Licenses

_ Rent
Miscellaneoris

••

Rs, c. 
1,6$8 0 
2,242 40 

470 30 
436 03 

2 65

E xpenditure.
Cost of administration . . 
Sanitation
Lighting ..

' Public works .,
- Miscellaneous'
Balance on December 31,1917

Rs. c- 
664 46 

1,218 18 
85 10 

315 32 
103 16 

2,454 ,7

Total .. 4,840 28 Total 4,840 28

K a y ts ^

Revenue. Rs. c. ExeEEdxcueb.  ̂ ** Rs. ,e.
Balau.ee on January 1» 1917
Taxes . -
Licenses
Rent
EinSs
Miscellaneous

'  ■■

1 50 
1,320 78 

206 86 
366 8 
M 0 

105 60

cost of administration .. .. 
Baniiation .. >. 
Lighting 
Public works
Miscellaneous . . .
Balance on December 3l, 1917

468 60 
- 677 67 

95 60 
546 10 
63 77 

179 17
* Total .. 2,009 71 Total .. 2,009 71

4. The JafEna-Point Pedro rOad a t Point Pedro, the Vallai'Valluvedditturai road a t Valluveddit- 
tarai, and the EAyts-Surtiyil road a t Kaytsii^We stirveyed for the purposes of detecting encroachments. 
Numerous encroachments were discovered, apout 50 a t Point Pedro, 30 a t Valluvedditturai, and 25 a t 
Kayts, A number of the enoroachlhents a t  point Pedro were removed voluntarily after notice. One 
encroacher brought caSe against the pOard to  establish his title in court. Judgment (since affirmed 
in appeal) Was given in favour of the Board. The reinaiuder were unwilling to remove the encroachments 
till tho decision of the case in c0hrt. Steps are being taken to get the encroachments a t Valluvedditturai 
and ¡Kajdis removed.

5. In  addition to  the «iamtenaime of roads and buildings, markets, and latrines, the following 
works were undertaken ahd completed :-v-

{!) Repairs to the latrjne at Point Pedro.
(2) Repairs to the washaways. East Cpast road, a t Point Pedro.
(3) Repairs tp the latrine at PallnveddittHrai.
(4) Repairs to the pavement of latrine a t Kayts.
(5) Repairs to the wire fence a t Koyts.

Estimates for building two rubbish receptacles and for cutting a flood outlet ohaiinel a t  Point 
Pedro were framed and passed. These Works will he taken in band when the land required for the 
purpose is acquired. Certain improvements and additions Were found necessary to be effected to  the 
market buildings a t Valluvedditturai and Kayts a t  a cost of Rs. 2,360 and Rs.-2,800 respectively. The 
funds of these towns were found to be insufficient to  permit the works to  be undertaken. A loan of 
Rs. 1,000 was obtained from the Eoeal ROans and ^Development Fund for' the Valluvedditturai market, 
and the work is being put in hand. The revenue of the town of Kayts is so small that severfU desirable 
works of imprevement haVe had to  be shelved. Among these are the construction of a culvert, to  cost 
Rs. H4, and the metalling of a road leading to the seabCach, to  cost Rs, 345. Estimates for these were 
passed during the year, bu t the work has had to  be postponed for Want of funds.

.6 . An expenditure of Rs. 115'37, Rs. 125‘48, and Rs. 33’67 for each of the small towns of 
Point Pedro, ValluVedditturai, and Kayts, respectively, was incurred in consequence of outbreaks of 
smallpox in these towns. I t  would be beyond the power of the Board to  meet the cost of any 
serious epidemie.

7.‘ Five meetings of the Board were held during the year, current business being transacted by 
circulation of papers,

, 8. The three small towns were kept in a fair sanitary condition during the year.

February 18, 1918.
B. HORSBURGH, 

Chairman.

VI.—REPORT ON THE WORKING OP TRE DISTRICT SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 
JAEENA, DÜRING THE YEAR 1917.

The District School Committee for the District of Jaffna was created under section 6 of the Rural 
Schools Ordinance, No. 8 of 1907, from January 1, 1917, and consisted of the foDowing members': (1) 
B. Horsburgh, Esq., Chairman; (2) E- B. Denham,-Esq., Director of Education (and in his absence the 
Inspector of Schools, Northern Province); (3) Rev. G. J . Trimmer; (4) Rev. Father J .  B- Poiflain, 0-M .I.;
(5) Rev. J . Backus; (6) Mudaliyar M. Muttukumarasamy; (7) Gate Mudaliyar C. M. Sinnaiyah; 
(8) A. A. Ward, E sq .; and (9) Hon. Mr. A. Sapapathy, M-E-C. "

2. Four meetings of the Committee were held during the year for the transactiofl of business.
3, The Committee adopted a set of by-laws made under sections 19 and 20 of the Rural Schools 

Ordinance. The by-laws were approved by his Excellency the Governor and brought into fpree on 
July 26. The by-laws provide for the compulsory attendance of boys between the ages of 6 and 12 years,' 
and girls between the ages of 6 and 10 years.
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4. A set of rules under seetion 9 (4) of the Ordinance was also adopted for the^ guidance of
hpadmen and teachers. ^

5. The Sub-Committee appointed to prepare the scheme of school circles and divisions imder 
sections 14 and 15 of the Ordinance concluded their work about the end of the year.

6. * The Committee has approved the establishment of two Government vernacular schools in 
suitable localities in the peninsula of Ja.ffna to  serve as models for the other schools, which are admittedly 
in a generally unsatisfactory condition.

7. A clerk was appointed on Rs. 25 per mensem.
8. A statement of the revenue and expenditure of the year is given b e l o w *

, E evenub.
Government contributions 
School fines

Total

Rs. c. 
22,550 50 

135 0

22,685 50

E xpenditube.
Salaries. .
Miscellaneous 
Balance on December 31

Total

Rs. c. 
225 0 
245 17 

22,215 33

22,685 60

The sum noted against Government contributions represents two years’ grants to the Committee 
under seetion 10 of the Ordinance. I t  is proposed to spend the sum in erecting two schools.

Jaffna Kachcheri, 
Eebruary 25,1918.

B. HORSBURGH, 
Chairman.

REPORT ON THE MANNAR DISTRICT FOR 1917. 

Areh, 963f square miles ; Population (l911), 25,903.

I.—H istory oe the Y ear .

No events of any importance occurred during the year.
2. Administrative Changes.—Mr. J. D. Brown.was succeeded by the writef as Assistant Govern­

ment Agent in July of the year under review. ~
3. Dr. V. Sirinivasakam, Medical Officer, Adampan, was transferred early in the year, imd 

was succeeded by Dr. J. P. Subramaniam.
4. In October Dr. C. D. Wickramasinghe, Port Surgeon, Talaimannar. was transferred to 

Mandapam, and succeeded at Talaimannar by I)r. J. P. Subramaniam, Medical Officer, Adampan» the 
hospital at Adampan being left in charge of an apothecary.

5. Mr. Kituru Mukammatu Maraikkayar, “Cdaiyar of Musali North, died in October after a service 
of twenty-six years as a headman in the district.

6. The Madu Festival was held, as usual, between June 23 and July 2. ilhe attendance was
moderate, being estimated at 30,000, as compared with 50,000 for 1916. This latter figure was, however, 
a record, iilr. Brown makes the following remarks in his diary with regard to the 1917 festival: ‘‘ As 
a result of the small number of people conveyed by the railway and of the extraordiharily inconvenient 
train service from Jaffna, there was an immense number of carts ahd bulls at Madu, a fact tha t did not 
tend to the cleanliness of the camp. As far as my experience of three festivals goes, there were also 
record numbers of beggars, and people (mostly women) possessed with devils. The exorcists had a busy 
and perspiring time of it.” - '  .

II.+—R eveittje.

7. Exclusive of land sales, the revenue collected during the financial year ended September 30 
was Rs. 126,833 • 52, as compared with Rs. 127,490 • 92 in the previous year. The principal items are

Customs..
Port and Harbour 
Salt ' ..

1916-16. 
Rs, 0.
728 74 

1,662 8 
22,566 0

191647. 
Rs. e, 

1,827 U  
1,643 Id 

21,972 0

Arrack, Rum, and Toddy. 
Irrigation Works 
Land Revenue

19l6-16r 
Rs, e. 

72,430 10 
11,896 78 
1,776 74

19L6-17.
Rs. e. 

68,468 18 
12,600 8 
1,308 58

8. The decrease under Land Revenue is due to a falling of( in Rorest Revenue.
(

IJI.— Co n d i t i o n  of the P e o p l s .

9. ProS'pirUy.—On the whole, the year under review was a prosperous one for the district. A 
good kalapokam was secured throughout, with the exception of the Musali division. Towards the end 
of the year the price of paddy rose higher than usual. This is said to be owing to heavy exportation of 
paddy to JaSna earlier in the ye&r̂

10. HeaM.»—The year has been a comparatively healthy one, owing probably to the even 
distribution of the rainfall.

11. The total number of patients treated in the hospitals and dispensaries of the district during
1916 und 1917 were as follows -

1916 33,877 1917 38,522
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12. Infant mortality continues to be de|>!orably high, tbe number of children under on© year of 
age dying during the year being 367  ̂'v^th a  total number of birtbs during tbe year of 993; the corre­
sponding figure for 1916 being 376, with a total of births of 1,101. - The trained midwife a t Mannar waa 
called in to 21 cases only, «obably one of the maineauses of the high rate-of infantile mortality is the 
unfortunately early age at which it is customary for girls to be married. Of the 169 marfiages'registered 
during the year at the Kachcheri, 59 were of girls Whose age was g iv ^  aS 15 years or less. The age of 
nine girls was given as 13, and it is probable that many of raem were Oven yoimger than the ages stated. 
I  am informed that amongst a large number of the people on the mainland it is considered a disgrace for 
a girl to reach the age of puberty before she is married. The effects of these inordinately early marriages 
among people Who are ill-nourished and Sickly must b f t^  be disastrous both to the child-wives and their 
children.

13. The total number of births and deaths during the year as compared with those of 1916 are 
as follows

Births
1916.
1,101

19H.
993 Deaths

1916.
^,142

1917.
1.156

As nsual, the deaths considerably exOeed the births.
14. Fo6d The ¡chief food product of 'the district is paddy. There is no general

cultivation of either dry grain, ciirry stuffs. Or vegetables even for home consumption. Curry stuffs are 
imported, and vegetables are almost unobtainable. An attempt was made before the wet season in the 
year under review to encourage the cultiyatjon of curry stuffs and vegetables. Seeds of the former were 
distributed free. In  the majority of eases these are reported to have failed to germinate. There has as yet 
beep no opportunity of inquiring into the causes of the reported failures. A few vegetable gardens have 
been planted up, and those inspected up to the time of Writing.shew distinctly good results, and prove 
clearly that a largely increased supply of vegetables would be easily obtained, and that the growing 
of them Would be a jwofitable use of the land. Vegetables, of ©ourse,. require irrigation. This 
was secured in all cases by meant of a Well and sweep. The number of such gardens is stiU, however, 
negligible aud utterly inadequate. A prize was offered to the headmen in whose village most activity in 
this direction Was apparent this year, hu t th© majority of the headmen have apparently ihade hut 
 ̂little effort.

, 15. Caiiie.™-.The health of cattle and goats has b e ^  good. An attempt was niade dming the 
year to do something to improve the puny loOal breed of cattle, but with no success. The dead w e i^ t  of 
apathy and indifference amongst the people is almost incredible. Largely upon the suggestion of the < 
District Adigarof Mannar island a young Seind bull Was secured from the Government Dairy and brought 
down to Mànnar to he used as a stud bull. The bull was kept 'in a central place in the island in charge 
of the Village Committee, and a nominal fee was fixed for its services, to go towards the small costs of 
its housing and feeding. After tw© months not a single application fof the services Of the bull has been 
received from any of the villagers, or even from the District Adigar himself. Tb© members of the ViUag© 
Council of Musali division have stated that they do nOt even wish to have th© hull brought to their division. 
The numb©t ©f cattle in the district is excessive. Th© majority of them, both buffaloes and black cattle, 
are in a semi-wild state, and many fillager$ do not even know how many they own. .Beyond milking 
one or two of the cows, they take very little interest in them, and derive no benefit from them. During 
the dry weather they.are in a half-starved condition, from lack of food and water." More than half of 
them aye unbranded, and are stated to be too Wild to he caught for th a t purpose. Mo attempt is m ade\ 
to herd or e«mtrol them during the paddy cUltivatiqn season, and in their present numhers^such action 
would he impossible.. In  spite of stout thorn fences round the fields, damage to crops from trespassing 
cattle is veiy considerable, and apphcations for licenses to shoot such cattle are numerous. 142 buffaloes 
and 23 black cattle were run over and killed on th©railway during the year.

16. -The total rainfall for the year was .considerably in excess of the previous year.
There was no month without some rain. I?he increase was not confined to,any particular period, as is 
Shown hy the following figures -

1916. 1917.
Inches. Inches..

January—March .. . . 1-48 8-87
April—September 10-59 ' 10-90
October—-December .. . .  .1 4 -9 8 19-28

Total . .  27-65 '  39-05

r IV .—I ndustkiEs.
17. Paddy Cultivation.—13,013 acres are reported as having been imder paddy cultivation

during the year, as compared with 11,365 acres in 1916, the respective yields reported being J98,112 
bushels and 131,684 bushels. South of the ArUvi-aru the kalapokam cultivation of 1916-17 Was very 
poor owing to lack of water, and in the same district for the kalapokam of 1917-18 only some 515 bushels 
out of a total of 3,225 have been cultivated. At the time of writing, however, there is a prospect of a 
successful idaippokam owing to exceptional rains in January, 1918. ^

18. Tobacco.—^There was a marked decrease in the area under tobacco cultivation, only 128 
acres being reported as so cultivated, as compared with 237 acres in the  previous year.

19. Coconuts and Palmyras.—^There was no increase in the cultivation of either of these prpducts, 
and the total yields reported are the same as in the previous year.

20. Fishing.—^The year has been a good one for fishing. The export of dried fish by  sea (coast­
wise) increased from 7,414J cwt. in 1916 to 10,481J cwt. in 1917, of a Value of Rs. 94,638. Tlie afflOUllt
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of fish (dried and iced) conveyed by rail was double that of the previous year, the figures for the four 
railway stations in the district being as follows :—

Station.
Mannar
Pedalai
Talaimannar

1916. 
■ Tons.
1,066

362
99

1917.
Tons.
1,980

684
417

Station.
Murunkan

Total

1916.
Tons.

15

1,542

1917.
Tons.

127

3,208

21. I  ani informed that an Indian Moorman proposes to start an ice factory at Pesalai to supply 
ice for the packing of fish. This is the same man who erected a factory for the extraction of palmyra fibre 
at Pesalai some years ago. This venture proved a failure. The steam engine, &c., erected for the fibre 
extracting machinery is stiU at Pesalai, and the proposal is to utilize this for the ice factory.

V.—I ekigatiok.

-- (a) Major Works. -
22. Giant’s tank is the only major work in the district.
23. There are 160 village tanks under Giant’s tank, to which water is supplied from the 

Giant’s tank channels. There is, in addition, a  considerable extent of land irrigated direct from 
the channels.

24. The contour survey of the Giant’s tank area is nearly complete, and it is probable that when 
the scheme is revised on the basis of this survey that the area irrigated direct from thè channels will be 
considerably increased, a number of the present shallow village tanks being done away with and the beds 
of the tanks brought under cultivation.

25. No new channels have been ept during the year.
26. In  addition to paying water-rate for Giant’s tank Water, proprietors of lands under the village 

tanks have to perform annual labour tmder the Village irrigation rules for the maihtenance of their 
own village tank. This work has hitherto been supervised by the irrmation oi&cers. By far the greater 
number of proprietors commute for their annual labour, and the l^ g a tió n  Superintendent get§ the 
earthwork done through a contractor. The number of proprietors who were in default during the year 
with regard to this annual labour was high, and heavier penalties were ìmpósed in the resulting cases, 
with a view to putting a stop to these unnecessary and troublesome defaults.

27. 1,879 acres were cultivated for siruppokam in the Giant’s tank area. Owing to  thé limited 
supply of water available^ only a portion of the total area can be cultivated for siruppokam, and 
the difficulty of making satisfactory arrangements as to the distributibn of this cultivation is 
considerable.

28. 43 acres were exempted during the year from payment of water-rate.
29. The financial position cf the Fines Fimd is as given below. There was very little expenditure 

during the year, but several proposals for expenditure during the coming year aïe under çonsideration :—

Balance on December 31, 1916 
Receipts in 1917

Total

Rs. c.
‘597 58 
928 93

1,526 51

Expenditure in 1017 ..
Balance On December 31,1017

Total

Rs. c. 
165 95 

U 6 0  56

1,526 51

(b) Minor Works.
30. There are 107 village tanks on the working list of the district. Thé restoration of these by 

annual labour is gradually proceeding.
31. No turfing of earthwork On the bunds has been done even in those parts of the district where 

turf grows well and is easily obtainable. As a consequence erosion bf the bunds is Obnsiderable. A 
start is being made with the turfing of all earthwork bn the bunds which has reâeheda sufficient height. 
Increased spill aecbmmodation is needed for most of the tanks in the Vanni district.

32. The following statement shows thé present position of the Fines Fund (Village Works) :—

Balance on December 31,1916 
Receipts in 1917

Total

Rs. c. 
503 73 
015 85

719 58

EsqpenditUre in 1917 
Balance on December 31, 1017

Total

Ks. c. 
409 -27 
310 31

719 58

VI.»—E ducation.

33. There are 5 Government schools in the district, 39 grant-in-aid schools, and 8 unaided schools. 
These latteuare Koran schools in Moorish villages. Of the grant-in-aid schools, 34 are Roman Catholic 
and 5 Wesleyan vernacular schools. There are 2 English schools in Mannar tow n: Good Shepherd’s 
school, which belongs to the Roman Catholic Mission, and a Wesleyan school.

34. ExtensioU of the Government school a t Erukkalampiddi is needed. This school can 
accommodate only about 90 children, and there are about 200 children of school-going age iu the village. 
It is hoped that sufficient fimds will be available to put this work m  hand during the coming year.

35. School attendance has been, on the whole, satisfactory.
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36. 'The balance to  the credit of the District School"Committee a t the beginning of the year 
was ESi 991 • 02, and a t the cjose of the year Es. 1,609 • 32. The only expenditure was upon maintena:qce 
of the existing Gbvemment school buildings.

VII.—SPEOtAL OEDHTAliCES,

37. Game Ordincmce.—-The following licenses were issued from the !&,chcheri during the year
Capture of elephants, a t Es. 50 each .. 76

18
Ctame licenses . ,
■Oapture of buffaloes
38. No game h(?ens0s were tafeen out by villagers, though there are 812 guns licensed in the

district, Not a  single c&se of unlicensed hilling of game Was reported by the headmen, and there were 
no prosecutions under the Ordinance. Slaughter of game by the yillagers hfts almost denuded some 
parts pf the district. The number of guns ucensed is clearly in excess of the legitimate needs of the 
villagm , but it is difficult texeduee the number without injustice, ‘

39. Excise.—‘The following licenses Were in  force
Arrack storehouse . .  1 j Foreign liqtior retail “ off ” . .  1
Arrack taverns . .  .. 9 j Foreign liquor retail “ on ” .. 1
Toddy taverns . .  .. 15 j Besthouses ' .. 3
Two arrack taverns, viz., those a t AlkaddiVeli and MuUifekulamj were olosed^on September 30,1917.
40. There were 2 cases of illicit sale of arraoh and 3 cases of UHcit sale of toddy reported during 

the year, the number of convictions being 2 and 2, respectively.
41. There were eight convictions for possession or import of ganj'a, fts compared with one in the 

previous year. These cases were all Police or Customs cases from Talaipiannar.
42. The conSUmptiCn figures call fof no particular comment. There was a slight decrease in 

the consumption of arrack,, and' a slight increase in the consumption of toddy. The consumption hf 
foreign liquor increased from 471 gallCns in 1916 to 548 gallons in 1917.» _

43. There was a considerable decrease in the number of licenses issued for the tapping of 
unfermented toddy, only 1,835 trees being so licensed during the year, as compared with l,6l2.in 1916.

44. One meeting of the Bjfcise Advisory Committee was held during the year.
.  45. OpÍMW.-T-Three new licenses Were issued to vedarsdas during the year, of which one was a 

transfer from Jaffna,' There were seven convictions cpr illicit possession or import of opium ; all Cases 
from Talaimannar.

46. Evtchers.—^Eifteeu iicenses were issued.
47. Gcdth Branding.—^The aulnber of cattle branded during the year was 2,666, as compared

with 935 in 1016, *

V III.—SAM.
48. No salt Wan collected in the district. 8,200 ewt. Were received from Jaffna, 

were sold, as compared with 7,467 oWt. in 1916. The chief buyers are fish outers.
7,195 cwt.

IX .—^PuBpic Works.
49. The expenditure on public works dfiriug the year Was Es. 84,156. Apart from the 

maintenance of existing toads and buildings, ho works of any importance were undertaken or 
cmmplOted during the yean

* 50. No work Ims been done towards connecting tfie isolated metalled portion of the North Coast
road, north, of PappamOddai, with the main road a t Talladi. This is badly needed.

51. The foUowihg Vorfes ate  required
(1) EestotatiOn. of Akattimurippti tank. **
(2) Bridge over the Manuar channel.
(3) Extension of metalled road frOm Vankalai to Arippu.

c , ,  X .—LaKd SaPes.
52. There Were no land sales during the year, except those by the Settlement Officer in connection 

y ith  the settlement of Maünar town. Sales of irrigable land under Giant’s tank were held up a t  the 
request of the Director of Irrigation pending completion of the contour lUrVey and revision of the general 
irrigation scheme. This delay has p u t back the development of the area considerably. Sales of land 
elsewhere were not held pending the issue of rules with regard to the new system of perpetual leases. 
A considerable number of applications for small lots ate in hand.

53. Considerable progress was made during the yCar with the settlement of Mannar town.

X l.—‘Locai, GOveRnaíbnT;̂
54. Eeports on the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance and of the Sanitary Board áre given

as an appendix. ;
55. Village Committees.—^There are twelve Village Committees in  the district, «lie for each

TJdaiyar’s division. The number of cases dealt with by the Goriimittees during the yeár was 33, as 
compared with 14 in the previous year. Thebalance’to the cifedit of the Committees rose from  Es. 341 • 43 
to Es. 506-43. ' ^

56. Improvement in village conditions might well be effected by utilizing the provisions of the 
Village Communities Ordinance, especially in the more prosperous villages, to  call out vifiage labour 
for the clearing of village paths, the buüdmg of Wells, &o., and the provision of Committee btiildings. 
A proposal to provide a well for the villagers of Vankalai by this means is under consideration.
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X n .— Ceime aitd Police;>
57. The following figures give a comparative statement of cases dealt with in the PoHce Court 

in 1916 and 1917
1916. 1917.

I ■! , ■ i i i !■ || 1| i ii p ~l̂  ■ I I 

House-breaking 
Rape 
Robbery 
Arson
Grievous hurt 
Hurt with knife,
Cattle stealing . .
Theft of over Rs. 20 
Theft of prsedial products 
Retaining stolen property 
Criminal breach of trust

Total

Cases • 
reported.

True
Cases. Convictions. Cases -  

reported.
True

Cases. Convictions.

1 — — 1 1 1
1 — 1
2 1 1 — — —

2 1 . . — 3 3 2
_ — - . — 2 2 2

2 2 1 2 1 1
2 — . . — 1 1 1

16 12 4 20 12 5
3 — . . — • . — , , _

— — — 3 3 3
2 1 1 2 1 1

31 17 7 36 24 16

58. There is a small increase in the total number of cases. The increased proportion Of true 
cases and the marked increase in proportion of convictions are satisfactory.

59. The District Adigars did good work in the detection of offenders, and, on the whole, the 
work of the minor headmen was satisfactory.

60. There are no police in the district, except those a t Talaimannaf, Whose work is only in 
connection with railway passengers arriving a t and leaving that port.

X III.—MlSCEtfcAilEOlJS.

64. The pumping well a t the Mannar waterworks Was connected to the public Well a t  Toddakkadu 
by a 9-inch pipe. This should afford an increased supply of water during the dry Season.

62. A new crossing on the railway near Uyilankulam has been sanctioned, tp provide facilities 
for transport of thorns for fencing of paddy fields in the neighbourhood. •

63. The preliminary survey in connection with the proposed Akattimurippu scheme has been 
in progress during the year. This work, which was once sanctioned and actually begun, still remaius 
the crying need of the district.

64. The Nanaddan East Co-operative Society has continued steadilÿ, ahd this year secured 
a loan of Rs. 500 from Government. Two other sociéties, Mantai North and- South, were wound up 
owing to the apathy of the people and the lack of interest on thé part of the heâdjfipn.

65. The district boundary was extended eastward near Marichchukkaddi, a porMon of the
North-Central Province being taken into the Mannar District. The portion sO included contains no 
villages. ' , *

66. A large number of small lots of paddy land in the Giant’s tank area have in the past reverted 
to the Crown for non-payment of water-rate, and have been a constant source of trouble owing to the 
difidculty of preventing encroachments. These have all now been surveyed, and it is hoped to re-sell 
them during the coming-year. The new Irrigation Ordinance recently passed provides for the re-sale 
of such lands in future vrithout survey.

67. The planting of shade trees in Mannar town and elsewhere in the district is highly desirable.
Owing to the necessity of watering the young*trees and of protecting them from cattle, this wôrk is 
comparatively expensive, and funds to carry it on are not available. - ,

68. The prickly pear fungus, introduced in-1916 at Pesalai, is taking effect  ̂ahd à k*ge amount 
of this objectionable plant is dying out there. I t  is hoped to introduce the fungus elsewhere.

69. At the time of writing there is every likelihood of the coming yeai* being a prosperous one 
for the district.

Mannar Kachcheri, 
Mhrch 2, 1918.

B. G. DE GRANVILLE, 
Assistant government Agent,

APPENDIX.

1. -REPORT OF THE WORKING OF THE THOROUGHFARES ORDINANCES
IN THE MANNAR DISTRICT -DURING. I9J7.

At the beginning nf the year the District Road Committee consisted of the following five 
members: The Assistant Government Agent, Chairman; the District Engineer, Mr. E. T. Littlejohn, 
reprefjenting the European conlniimity; and Messrs. William Keil and S. M. Muttutamby representing 
the Burgher and Native communities, respectively.

2. In  July Mr. B. G. de Glanville succeeded Mr. J . D. Brown as Chairman. Earlier in the year 
the Rev. W. Glarforth was nominated in the place of Mr. F . T. Littlejohn to represent the European 
community, ?>nd Mr. V. Viswaljngam in place of Mr. S. Muttutamby to represent the Tamil community.

3. Two meetings were held, one in February and one in August, and the rest of the work was 
done by .the circulation of papers. '

"4. A sum o f  Rs. 1,000 was spent on Nanaddan-Vankalai road on account of construction.
A sum of Rs. KK) was spent for jungle clearing on the old Anuradhapura road from Kanchi-aru 

tcrthe North-Central Province boundary. *
6. The remainder of the work done was annual maintenance of the existing roads.

9{1)1S
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7. A comparative statement showing the percentage of payment of the commutation tax  is 
given helow

1.
2.

3.

4.
6.

6.
7.

Population of local area by latest Census 
Nraaber of resident males by division officers’ lists 

reported liable to labour 
Discharged obligation within local area by-r-

(а) Paying single coHunutatiCn
(б) Paying doiible cOhunutation
(c) Labouring six days
(d) Labouring twelve days 

Total dSscharged obHgatien 
Failed tofdischargC obligation within local area,

but otherwise accounted for as—•
(e) Exempted’’on account of age, death,

disqualification, or physical inability 
to work

fjf) Paid’or laboured elsewhere
Dhuble entries or entries by uustake 

{h) Fined 
(i) Imprisoned 
ii) Left local area ..

Total failed to discharge obligation within 
local area, . .

Unaccounted for

Percent- •> Percent'
age on age on

1916. Wuifiber 1917. Number
« under under

Head 2. Head 2,
— 21,418 21,794 —

5,289 — 6,467
C

6,021 94*93 5,168 94-70
17 ' ‘32 21 •39

—

5,038 95*25 5,189 96*09

63 1*19 65 1-19
127 .

7 ■
2-40 159 2-91

5 ' •10 3 •06
1 ■02 —

— —

56 .

261

1*04,

4*75

41

268

•75

4-91
--- ---- — —

8. Details of revenue and expenditure for 1917 are as follows
R e v e n u e . R s . e .

Balanee on January 1, 1917 . .  2,723 20
OommUtation in money . .  . .  7,815 0
Government contribution in aid of

minor works 2,765 0
Misceilajieous . .  , .  322 64

Total 13,625 84

E x p e n u e t u b e .

Paynlent made on accoimt of principal' 
roads . .  ^

Amount expended on minor works 
Estabhsbment ^ .
Connaission to division officers 
Office contingencies 
Cost of audit 
Miscellaneous ,
Balance on December 31, 1917

IR s . c .

2,765 0 
.3,663 62 

817 0 
749 69 
104 71 
40 46 

197 24 
6,388 12,

Total . .  13,625 84

March 2, 1918.
B. Q. DE GRANVILLE, 

Chairman.
n .—REPORT ON T llE  WORKING OF THE MANNAR DISTRICT 

SANITARY' BOARD DURING 1917.
THEOTJGicotrT the year the Sanitary Board, Consisted of the following members: T h | Assistant 

Government Agent,,-Chairman; Mr, J. T.Morrison,District Engineer; Dr. K. T. Nath,Medical Officer ; 
and Messrs. S. Anantham, C. Muttukumaru, and A. L. Satundranayagam.

2. ’’Three meetings 'rtrere held during the year, and the remainder of the work was done by 
circulation of papers.

3. The'revenue and expenditure of 4he five towns under the operation of the Ordinance during 
the year was as follows

K. ' Balance-on 
January 1, Revenue. Expenditure.

B a la n c e  o n  
December 31,

1917.
Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. e.

1917. 
Rs. c.

Mannar town 643 28 . 4,014 17 . . 3,333 68 .. 1,323 87
ErukkalanCpiddi town. 1,174 45 . . 2,036 32 . . 1 ,9 2 8  7 .. 1,281 70
Pesalai tC-tm 958 48 . . 1,028 SO . 787 40 .. 1,199 88
Vidattaltivu to-wn . . . 1,028 79 .. 989 69 . 604 25 .. 1,414 23
Talaimannar town .. 133 84 .. ■ 1 2 .6 0  . 7 60 .. 138 74

Total 3,938 84 8 ,0 8 0 ' 4 8 6,660 90 5,358 42

4; Mannar.-^*J^he cleanliness of the town was, oU the Whole, Satisfactory. There are more 
than 5 miles of road -within the limits of the town, and the main requirement is improvement of these 
roads. The funds available are inadequate for this purpose.

5. Eruhkalam^iddi.^An. additional Horbury latrine has been ordered from the Government 
Factory, and -will, it  is hoped, be erected shortly. The inhabitants persist in encroaching upqn the 
Janes and paths, until some of them have become so .narrow as to be useless.

6. Pesalai.—This town was fairly well kept' durmg’the year. Overcrowding is very marked.
-7. Vidattaltivu.— I t  is Loped th a f i t  -will Ibe possible during the  coming, year to  iip^prove the

approach road to this -village by laying doWn cpral gravel taken, from the bed of the Npy-aru in the 
neighbourhood. ■ ' . v ^

8. Talaimannar.—^There is a t present no revenue for Talahnaunar, except the negligible amount 
derived from Police Court fines.'  Sanitation is carried on from funds voted to the Assistant Government 
Agent by Government. Several new boutiques have been erected during the year. c

'  '  B. G. DE GLANVILLE,
March 2,1918. Ohairffian»
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REPORT ON THE IVIULLAITTIVU DISTRICT FOR 1917.

Area of the Mullaittivu District, 1,466J square miles. 
Population at last Census (1911), 17,336.

’ I.— Âdministrative Stare.

Mb . W. L. Muephy , C.C.S., who had held the office of Assistant Government Agent since October, 
1915, was transferred to the Hambantota Assistant Agency, and succeeded by the writer on November 2.

II.—Condition oe People, Their Health, Food Supply, and Connected Matters.
2. Population.— T̂he birth-rate continues to rise rapidly, and the death-rate remains considerably 

less than the birth-rate, affording some hope of a permanent increase in population. The figures are 
as follows :—

• Births. Deaths. I
1915 ..  . .  .. 611 .. “ 55Ù
1916 . .  . .  762 ..  ■ 584 ■
1917 . .  . .  .. 810 ..  494

The marriage-rate is still too low, especially among the Kandyan Sihhalese.
3. Pood Supply.^—^Although rather more favourable than in 1916, the conditions this year were 

distinctly bad ; rainfaU. "was short a t the critical periods, and crops suffered. There was no actual 
distress, although some villages were reported to have run short a t the end of the year;

4. Health.—^There has been no outbreak of epidemic disease, but the recurrence of parangi is 
becoming marked. The total number of patients treated in the district for all affections was 24,192,' 
as against 19,571 in 1916 and 21,490 in the year before.

5. Eduddion.—Owiug to the scattered distribution of villages, education is Very backward. 
About 1,500 children are on the attendance lists. There are no permanent school buildings in the 
district, and, the accommod.ation provided for the teachers is unsatisfactory.

6. . Agriculture.—Paddy and tobacco are staple crops, while the plantation of coconuts and 
plantaras has made great strides. The Tamil villager does not understand tank.irrigation of paddy. 
He makes no attempt to repair channels or ridges, and consequently most of his stored water goes to 
waste. He is content with one crop, and prefers to grow tobacco rather than a second prop Of paddy. 
A sum of Rs. 2,764 was advapced for the purchase of seed paddy in 1916, which has practically all beep 
recovered.

Vegetables are grown in large quantities only neat Mullaittivu, although the climate and soil are 
very suitable in most parts of the district. Great efforts were made durijig the year to- increase the 
production of vegetables and curry stuffs, but unfortunately the quahty of seed supplied from Petadeniya  ̂
was not good, or methods of cultivation wrong, and disappointment, has ensued. There is a. strong“ 
demand for seeds, which I  have distributed on circuit after testing their quality myself. My ha-ving 
encouraged the planting of a few vegetables in a comer of every compound this year, Wfll, I  hope, lead 
to an extension of the gro-wth of curry stuffs next year. I t  is obviously a very difficult m atter to, get 
people to open a large extent in an untried product when tobaCco -will give ample returns. , *

The tobacco grown is sold to Jaffna for smoking, and is preferred to the growth on thè péninsula. 
I t  is not difficult for the landowner to find persons who Will do the whole of the work and give him on6- 
third share of the proceeds, usually assessed a t Rs. 150 per acre. . ‘ ’

Large plantations, in fact estates, of plantains and coconuts are spreading in the Maritime pattUs. 
The hreakdown in the copra trade has been felt to some Extent,

Cattle do well, and demand for export is increasing.
7. Land.— Ŝales of Crown land show a heavy drop from Rs. 26,983 tò Rs. 7,455, W t the former

figure includes large arrears from 1915. The demand for high land for tobacco and garden purposes, 
as distinct from paddy land, shows a healthy increase. ■ . > ’

8. Industries.—^There is one plumbago mine, wftìch is not yet established on a paying basis,
but produces a very fine quahty of mineral. ^

The principal industry is the curing of deep-sea fish carried out by fishermen from other parts of 
the Island from March to September. This season’s catch was fair. The value of this product exported 
is estimated at Rs. 69,250.

There is no tank fish industry, such as exists in the North-Central Province, although Vavuniya 
is an excellent centre. ' * "

9. Excise.—The revenue under this head shows a small increase, but I  regret that last year’s
low level of consumption has pot bèen maintained. I t  is satisfactory, however, to note th a t  the 
Mullaittivu toddy tavern has juètifiedits existence; the Mullaittivu arrack tavern showing a further drop 
m eonsàmption from 1,916 gallons in 1915 and 723 gallons in 1916 to 667 gallons in 1917. There are 
thirteen toddy taverns in theMaritime.paiitusi which I  consider too many, especially as the rentals of half 
of them are very small. ' - - - . ' - ‘

Ir» 4« ***

„ III.—^ioLiei! ÁNfii Crime.
10. The AsÈstaiit Government J^gent sits as PoHc§ Magistrate, Commissioner of Requests, and 

District Judge, both a t Mullaittivu and at Vavuniya. The President of Village Tribunals, whose jurisdic­
tion erieni^s to Metkumulai and Panankamam in Mannar District, holds court a t Va-vuniya, Nedunkeni, 
and MnUaittiVu. There is practically no crime, and the work of the courts is largely confined to dealing 
with money cases and statutory offences. Land disputes are rare. A  serious illicit felling of Crown timber 
with the connivance of a forest officer was discovered towards the end of the year in the Maritime pattus.
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IV.—L ocal GovEftNMEifT. ^ <
11. Beparate reports on the administration of the District Road Committee and the Sanitary 

Board are appended.
Village Committees exist thronghotit the district, but Qo tas; in labour or money is exacted. 

Haying no funds to  control, they are practioaUymon-effective.
The District School Com m itt^ met only twice during the year. I t  has a small balance 

available for construction of a t  feast one permanent building, but the lack of reliable contractorsrenders 
expenditure difficult.

The Excise Advisory Committee met only twice to consider the moving of one toddy taVern and 
the heurs for closing taverns.

Attendance a t  meetings of all these local bodies is very poor, and the tmofificiai element almost 
entirely absent. I t  cannot be said that local government has even made a start in the district.

V.—I rrigation. <
12. Administration.— T̂he whole of the tanks, both major and village works, are Under the control 

of the Assistant Government Agent, assisted by a Chief Irrigation Inspector and two Irrigation Sub- 
Inspectors. The Chief Headmen control matters connected with cultivation through the Udaiyars and 
Horalas, who ate specially responsible for irrigation.

13̂ . M a ^  IVorfe.—̂ Water-rate amounting to Rs. 2,153‘44 was collected in full. A sum of 
Rs. 2,370 was allotted for maintenance, which Rs. 2,289-1.5 wOre spent. Pines imposed during the 
year totalled Rs. 479-50, the balance in hand now amounting to Rs. .1,687-87, out of which the cost of 
construction of eight regulators, estimated a t Rs. 1,247-35, has to be met. Work was carried out as 
f o l l o w s ’

Bs. c.
Default work dOne .. 
Special work on tanks 
Miscellaneous expenditure

Total

206 70 
542 5 
246 43

905 18

W ith the exception of leaks in the high-level sluices of Vavimiya and Mamadu tanks, these works 
_ are in good order. The right hank spill of VavUniya does not function properly owing to  a  training bund 

built across it, but this will be remedied in 1918, possible.
14. Village Turefe.—Two bad years haVe caused default of earthwork to assume alarming 

proportions. Thè Tamil villager will not do earthwork himself, and having no ready cash to pay*coolies, 
prefers to he fined. A total of Rs. 9,244-60 was imposed in fines during the year; and of 49,833 days’ 
labour called out, 26,322 days remain undone. I t  is very difficult to obtain cooly labour to carry out 
the default work, afid the balance tp the ctedit of this fund now amounts to Rs. 7,208^ 24. My object 
in future wifi, be to see the default reduced by other means than by imposing fines.

A sum of Rs. 480 allowed out of the Government vote for maintenance of village works was spent 
on repairs to Mahamayilankulamaud VakaikaddiUa-Olukkulam spills, Nampankulam sluice, and various 

j)th e r works, and a further sum of Rs. 200 out of the Vote for improvements to village works was_ spent 
on the sluioe of PUmadU tank.

The Sinhalese tanks are almost all in good order, but many of the Tamil tanks are neglected. The 
absentee landlord is an unpleasant feature of the latter,-and vfidows, minors, and mortgages (jause endless 
trouble, which is never mOt With in the Sinhalese villages.

VI.—PuBLiQ Works,
15. The only.important works ih progress were the reconstruction of the Hallar, bridge on the 

MadaWachchi-Mannar road and the gradual improvement of the “ old trace ” to Mullaittivu. The 
roads are all in excellent order, but in some places are submerged during heavy rain, where they cross 
the beds or spüls Of tanks, notably a t Galkandemadu a t 106th milepost on the North road, a t  Puvarasan- 
kulam ou the Vavuniya-Maunar road, and Salajnpaikkulam on the Madawachehi-IifennUr road.

VII.—Salt.
16. Receipts under this head totalled Rs. 10,089, as against Rs. 5,808 in X9l6., This does not 

include the value of naturally-formed salt collected in the district ; but this year the salt harvest was 
almost a complete failure, which accounts for the iuorease in sales. The fishers weie unable to use 
illicitly collected salt.

. ■ V in .—F orests.
17. The survey and formal reservation of la^ e  blocks of forest has made great progress on 

the ground, but the necessity for a formal declaration of the rights of the Crown under the Waste 
Lands Ordinance makes the paper residts iather smaller. Extensive fellings for sleepers and  firewood 
have been carried on throughout the year. Reference is made elsewhere to a serious forest offence 
otherwise such offences have been few and petty.

IX.—MrsoELiANBOtrs.
18. After two bad years good rain has fallen, and prospects for 1918 are distinctly" good. The^ 

Nantikkadal bar has burst, and the lagoon will be re-stocked with fish in  consequenpe. '
19. I t  is to be hoped that the South road from Mullaittivu will be taken in hand soon. Large

areas are coming into beariug under coconuts, and the Director o f Agriculture Uotes th a t he was impressed 
by the excellence of the soil of the coastal belt for this product. r

MuUaittivii Kachoheri, 
March 13, 1918.

C. W. BIOKMORE, 
Assistant Government Agent.
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APPENDIX.

1. —REPORT ON THE WORKING OP THE THOROUGHPABES ORDINANCES
IN  THE MULLAITTIVCJ DISTRICT DURING 1917.

• The members of the Committee were as follows: Mr. C. W. Biokmore, Assistant Government 
Agent, Chairman ; Mr. A,iS. Crow, District Engineer ; Mr. G. B. de Zilva, Chief Irrigation Inspector; 
Mr. K. Kapnrala, Ratemahatmaya ; Mr. K. A. Kapuruhami, Kachcheri Mudaliyar.

2. Funds.— Â sum of Rs. 5,130’51 was expended on minor roads, as against Rs. 7,000’36 
in 1916 and Rs. 9,740’75 in 1915, leaving a balance of Rs. 2,174’07, as against Rs. 2,654’77 a t the 
beginning of the year.

3. Worfcs.—^The improvement of the Oddusuddan-Nedunkeni and the Mamadu roads was 
continued. The following new roads were taken up as natural tracks .’ (a) Iratperiyakulam-PaJaimoddai, 
22 miles ; (6) Pandisurichchan-Madawachchi-road, 7 miles. The total mileage of roads now maintained 
by the Committee is 313, of which practically the whole is passable for carts, except in wet weather, 
liiese roads are all natural tracks, the available funds not being sufficient for the heavy upkeep incidental 
to the maintenance in good condition of bridge's, culverts, and gravelled roads.

4. Markets.— T̂he Tanniyuttu market was thoroughly repaired a t a cost of Es. 290’ 97, leaving 
a balance of Rs. 425'’01. Further improvements to this market are under consideration.

Comparative Statement showing the Labour called out and Road Tax collected during the
Years 1916 and 1917.

Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

1917.
Fercehtaga 
on Numbeir 

under 
Head 2.

— — 15,160 —

— ■ — 5,031 —

86-35 4,470 88’85
1-58- 61 1*21

— 4 •08
■ -----
87’93

-
4,635 90’14

5 ’1 205 4 ’07
6 ’34 275 5 ’47

’04 —

’04 1 •02

- ’53 15 ^ ’3

12*05 496 9-86
’02

1.
2.
3.

4.
5,

6.

Population of local area by last Census 
Number of residents by division officers’ 

lists reported liable to labour ■ 
Discharged obligation within local area— 

(a) Paid single commutation tax 
(5) Paid double commutation tax
(0) Labouring six days
(d) Labouring twelve days 

Total discharged obligation 
Pailed to discharge obligation within local 

area, but otherwise accounted for as— 
(c) Exempted on account of age, death, 

disqualffication, or physical in- 
> ability to work 

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 
(g) Double entries or entries by mistake 
(A) Pined
(1) Imprisqned 
(;■) Left local area

Total failed to discharge obligation within 
local area 

Unaccounted for

1916.

4,266
78

252
313

3
2

26

16,160 

4",939

4,343

696
1

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year 19lt.

Revenue. Rs. c. EXVBNDliWE. Rs. c.
Balance on January 1, 1917 2,654 77 Payment made on account Of principal
Commutation realized in  money 6,865 36 roads and resthouses , . 2,851 Ò
Commutation realized in labour 6 0 Amount expended on minor works 5,130 51
Toll grant on minor roads — Establishment and Commission
Government contribution in aid of minor 

-works
Miscellaneous receipts ..

2,145
170

0
12

to Division Officers:— ^
(a) Contribution on account 

Pro vineial Road Com-
mittee Establishment —

(h) Cost of District Road 
Committee Establish­
ment . .  1,024 23

(c) Commission to Divi^Mi
Officers . .  481 10

Miscellaneous charges ... 
Balance on December 31, 1917

Total 11,841 24 Total

1,505 33 
170 33 

2,174 7

11,841 24

9(1)18
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditure on account of Market Eunds in M ullaittim D istrict 
/  for the Year 1917.

R e c e i p t s .

Balance on January 1, Iftl? 
Rent of Tanniyuttu market

Total

Bs. 0. 
5&8 29 
167 69

716 98

PAYMESTS. ’ Bs. 0.
Cost of repairs to the old market building 

at TapniyUttu ..  . .  290 97
Balance . .  . .  435 1

Total 716 98

District Road Committee’s Office, 
MullaittiVu, March 13, 1918,

C. W. BICKMORE, '
« Chairman.

II.—REPORT ON THE WORKING OF THE MULLAITTIVU DISTRICT 
SANITARY b o a r d  DURING 1917.

Tab members of the Board were as follows : Mr. C. W. Bickmore, Assistant Government Agent. 
Chairman; Mr. A. S. Crow, District Engineer ; Dr, S. Turaiyappah, Medical Officer ; K. U. Tampaiya 
Mudaliyar, District Mudaliyar; Mr. T. M. Lebbe Marakayer.

2. Funds.—^Receipts for 1917 w^e Rs. 1,679'45, as against Rs. 1,655'51. The scavenging staff 
of three coolies and one latrine cooly and street hghting consume nearly the whole revenue, leaving 
very little for improvements.

3. Works.—A  short length of ioad past the hospital was track metalled. Most of the roads
in the town are maintained by the District Road Committee, which will Iiave to take the reconstruction 
of the Vadduvakallu road bridge in hand sbon. The rebuilding of the Kudiyirappn bridge will exhaust 
the Board’s resources in 1918. '

"Statement of Receipts and Expenditure on account of Sanitary Board Eunds for the Year 1917.
Rbobipts. Rs. c. PAYSlElirTS. Rs. c.

Balance en  December 31, 1916 607 9 Administration 312 8
Assessment tax of 1916 (outstanding) .. 179 7 Sanitation 606 0
Assessment tax of 1917 . . 470 46 Street lighting ' . . .  330 0
Road Ordinance colleotion, 642 0 Public works . .  ' 655 17
Refimd of stamp duty .. 194 0 Jlisoellaneous 33 77
Rent of MuUaittivu market 156 26 Balance 349 52
Dog registration 3 20
MisceUaneous 34 47 . " '

Total 2,286 54 Total . .  2,286 54

Sanitary Board Office, 
Miillaittivu, March 13,1918.

0. W. BICKMORE,
Chairman
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EASTBEN PEOVINTCE.
ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE -GOyERNMENT AGENT, EASTERN 

PROVINCE, FOR THE YEAR 1917.

I.— Înteoductoby.
’ • The following are tlie changes among officials 'which have taken place during the year under 

review :—
Mr. N. M. Bharucha was appointed Office Assistant, Batticaloa Kachcheri, in place of 

Mr. H. E. Jansz, who was transferred to the KegaUa Kachcheri in January.
In March Mr. W. H. Biddle took over duties as Irrigation Engineer, Kalmunai, relieving 

Mr. J. S. Kennedy, who left the Island on war service.
Mr. J. M. Adam was appointed District Engineer, Kalmunai, in May, in place of Mr. E. W. Cade, 

transferred to Kandy.
Mr. W. R. W. Morgan assumed duties in Jtme as Acting Provincial Engineer, Eastern Province, 

relieving Mr. A. Rothwell, who-proceeded to England on war service.
in  November Mr. C..E. de Pinto was appointed Office Assistant, in place of Mr. N. M. Bharucha, 

who was transferred to Kmunegala as Police Magistrate.
Mr. J. T. van Twest was appointed District Engineer, Batticaloa, in December, in place of 

Mr. H. P. G. Young, who was transferred to Colombo.
In the same month Mr. W. G. Vallipuram, President, Village Tribunals, Batticaloa South, was 

appointed to act as Police Magistrate, Trincomalee.
Betirement.—^Mr. K. C. VelupiUai, Secretary, District Court, Batticaloa, retired from service at 

the end of December.
Obituary.— În February, 1917, Mr. M. U. Seenitamby, Vanniah Mudaliyar of Eruvil-Porativu 

pattus, died, and in the same month Mudaliyars C. Muttiah and C. Kaüasapülai, who were at one time 
Chief Mudaliyars of the Batticaloa Kachcheri, passed away.

In May Mr. A. Sithamparapillai, Proctor and Notary Public, and Member of îhe jCocal Board, 
Batticaloa., died.

In November occurred the death of Mr. A. Muttukrishna, Kachcheri Mudaliyar, Trincomalee. ’
Notable Events.—^There were few notable events during the year. The effects of the war were felt 

more keenly this year than last, owing to the increased prices of all imported goods and the great difficulty 
in finding a market for copra. But, on the wholè, the year was not such a bad one as it might have been. 
Relief works were found necessary in a few villages in Bintenna pattu in January, February, and March, 
and in December at Konakolla in Porabivu pattu ; but, on the whole, the price of local paddy and rice 
was lower than it Was during 1916, and, thanks to a plentiful supply of manioc, there were no cases of 
actual famine.

In  îfarch the Chief Justice presided at the Sessions of the Supreme Court for three days in 
Batticaloa, after having presided at Trincomaleo. '  •

In June Mr. G. W. R. VaUipuram, Superintendent of Minor Roads, was invested with the titular 
rank of Mudaliyar in recognition of his services in this district, especially duriug times of distress, when 
he displayed marked ability in organizing relief works.

In July the newly appointed Roman Catholic Bishop of Trincomalee was consecrated in Batticaloa.
in  October a Maldivian schooner was wrecked off the Basses; The crew escaped without loss of life, 

and landed on the coast of Panawapattu in a small boat. They were cared for and fed by the Vanniah, 
who sent them to Batticaloa, whence they were despatched at Government expense to Colombo.

II.—^REVEirrrE and  Expenditubb.
Comparative statement of the revenue of the Eastern Province for the calendar years 1916 aad 

1917 is appended :—
Head. 1916. 1917. Increase. Decrease.

Es. c. Es. 0. Es. 0. Es. 0 .
1. Customs 57,662 30 51,555 12 . . --- 6,107 18
2. Port and Harbour . . 10,176 82 8,275 47 — 1,901 35
3. Licenses, &c. 486,566 98 . .  307,658 0 . . --- , , 178,908 98
4. Fees of Coturt 56,134 17 64,477 93 8,343 76 .. ----
5. Post* and Telegraph . . 0 65 0 40 . . --- 0 25
6. Government Railway 57 58 118 65 61 7 ..
7. Interest. -  337 7 . .  279 12 . , ---- 57 95
8. Miscellaneous Receipts 11,020 38 30,345 46 19,325 8 .. —

, 9. Land Revenue 43,005 34 29,411 39 . . --- 13,593 95
10. Land Sales 58,104 13 24,824 87 ---, 33,279 26

Total ,,
) 723,065 42 516,946 41 27,729 91 233,848 92

Rs. c.
Batti&loa District 291,417 58
Trincomalee District • • • • 225,528 83

J Total . . 516,946 41

9(i)18
Decrease, Rs. 206,119’01.
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(à) Decrease under Gustoms is due to fewer imports of grain, sugar, <fcc., in consequence of the war. 
The figures of 1916 were abnormally large, due to  heavy imports owing to local scarcity. c,.

(b) Decrease under Head 2, Port and Harbour, is also due to the same cause.
(c) Decrease under Head 3, Licenses, is due to fewer sales of salt for transport to other Provinces, 

and fewer sales of stamps, as a result of decreased worh in the ofliees where stamps are* generally used. 
The decrease is also due to the recoveries of the arrack rent of 1916-17, Batticaloa District, being in arrears, 
owing to the default of the renter.

(d) Increase under Head i .  Fees of Court, is due to prompter recoveries of irrigation rates.
(e) Increase under Head 8 is due to crediting to revenue the ien t of the Tamblegam pearl fishery 

for 1917 and 1918.
if) Decrease under Head 9, Land Revenue, is due to smaller sales of timber for transport to 

Lidia, &c.
(gf) Decrease under Head 10 is due to fewer land sales, owing to^the proposed introduction of the v 

system bf lease. - -
I H .— Co n d it io n  o f  í h e  P e o p l e . , <

Health, Food Supply, Agriculture, Industrie^, the..—On the whole, in spite of increased prices, the 
condition of the people was better than it was in the previous year. The crops were generally good,, 
and the health of the people was fair.

The returns a t the hospitals and dispensaries show an increased number of patients as compared 
with the previous year, which was one of the healthiest oil record ; but it is to be regretted that the 
people of Bintenna pattu, wherC patangi is so rife, have not taken more advantage of the appointment 
in  1917 of a qualified medical ofiBcer a t Maha-oya hospital. They have not taken readily to treatment 
by injection; possibly, when its good effects are realized, more patients will avail themselves of the 
opportunity Of curing themselves of this loathsome disease. The Provincial Surgeon in his annual report 
comments on the difference between the Binteima villagers and those in the North-Central Province. 
Thè latter will go milCS for treatment.

Anehylostomiasis is reported to be increasing slowly, but steadily.
There were no outbreaks of plague, smallpox, or cholera ; but an outbreak of dysentery a t Mandur 

caused some anxiety. I t  was confined chiefly to children, and the disease had got a considerable grip 
on the village before the medical authorities were informed of its existence. ,

A new temporary leper ward to contain thirty beds was erected at Kalmunai, but owing to dèlay 
in getting the necessary equipment the Ward was nOt opened during the year. There aro:now forty-nine 
lepers at, the Kalmunai asylum. The Medical Officer has been appointed a Justice of the Peace within 
the precincts of the asylum, and four special constables' were swom in during the year under a sergeant 
to  act as a guard to the lepers. No lepers have absconded since the appointment of the present 
Medical Officer.

A careful Watch was kept throughout the year on the prices of food stuffs. Weekly and monthly 
returns were sent in from variolls parts Of the district, and, exeópt in January and February, the prices 
of local rice and paddy were invariably lower in 1917 in Batticaloa than they wèire in 1916. But in spite 
of the good harvests prices were high. Ï  prohibited thè export of locally growp paddy and rice ; and if 

.this prohibition against export could have been continued, prices would probably haVe dropped consider­
ably. As if was, a considerablo amount of “ hoarding ” was carried on. One landlord, for example', 
exported 2,906 bags of paddy as sooji as the embargo was removed.

In  addition to paddy, the cultivation of m^mioc has everywhere been encouraged, and this has 
proyed a most valuable food supply to the people. I t  is easily grown, and the soil here appears to be 
very suitable, and there has been a  gTOat extension hi its cultivation.

I t  is too early yet to say how far the distribution of vegetable seeds has met with suC!ces,s. The 
Agrieultyral Instructor appointed to the district has been most energetic in bis peregrinations, and has 
covered over 2,000 miles in the Course of the year visiting gardens and chenas,and instructing the people 
in the cultivation of vegetables ; but in soffie cases the seed supplied was bad, and in other cases it was 
sown at the wrong time (through no fault of the people, but because the rainfall was erratic). Vegetable 
cultivation is an Unknown art here, and too much is not to be expected with the first experiments. 
Personally I  think more good will be done by trying to teach the people improved méthode of paddy 
cultivation than by introducing new products. *

With regard to paddy, cultivation, it must be admitted that its condition is most xmsatisfactory. 
There are many reasons to account for this, which it would be out of place to detail in an administration 
report. Not only is the land not made to produce anywhere near its maximum yield, but the arrange­
ments in vogue between landowner and labourer leave so little profit to the labourer th a t he is not 
encouraged to do his best. The labourer is generally indebted to his podi, and for three months in the 

■ year has to depend on his chena or even on relief works for his support. This is a pitiable state of affairs, 
and I  can see no remedy for it  except by starting demonstration blocks under paddy in various parts 
of the district supervised by competent officers of the Agricultural Department, so th a t the people 
may in the course of time realize the advantages of propèr methods of cultivation. The Ratemahatmaya 
of Bintenna is cultivating a tract under MahU-oya tank on approved lines, and it is Jjpped that this 
example may be followed. In addition to this, local agricultural schools as suggested by the Director 
of Agriculture should be started. The present school a t  Peradeniya is too far away for people from this 
district to attend. In time too, I  hope, local agricultural societies and bapks will come to the assistance 
of the poorer classes. Two local societies were started during the year, hut it is too early yet fo say 
whether they will prove a success or not.

Besides agriculture, fishing is an industry that pays well. The lagoons give a fine harvest of good 
fish, which, so far, seems to be almost inexhaustible. Sea fishing is almost entirely in the hands of. 
Sinhalese, who visit the district during the south-west monsoon. I t  shows great want of enterprise on 
the part of the local Tamils that they allow outsiders to come and take the food out ,of tlieir mouths in 
this way. In good years there are considerable profits to be made ; but, so far, all attempts to induce 
the local natives to venture on the sea for fishing have proved failures.

Another important industry of the district, and one which has, owing to the war, received a great 
impetus, is weaving. ’ “ Batticaloa” cloth has been well known for many years. I t  is very strong, 
dhoby-defying, and, though light, stands a considerable amotmt bf hard wear, as I can testify , from my
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own experience. Owing to the high price of calico and other imported cloth the local weaving industry 
has during the year gone ahead. The Customs returns show an increase of over Rs. 3,300 on the duty 
collected on cotton imported for weaving. But the difficulty of getting'dye pr good dyed thread is great, 
and it is said that the dye now used in place of the German dye previously employed is not a fast colour. 
But I  have not been able to verify this.

Other industries are the manufacture of brass utensils, pottery, basket-making, and mat-making. 
The two latter might well be extended with some encouragement. Good canes can be procured locally, 
but it is very difficult to get good tats. If an agricultural school is established here, it might be possible 
to combine with it an industrial school wherein tat-making, chair-making, and other cane work could 
be taught.

’ The health of cattle in this district was very satisfactory. There were no outbreaks of rinderpest. 
Hoof-and-mouth disease was confined to four pattus only, and was of a m M  nature. Of 793 animals 
attacked, all survived except 10. The Vanniah of Manmimai north reports that the increase in cattle 
in his division is so rapid that it is very difficult for the cattle branders to keep pace with it. The Vapniah 
obKaravaku also comments on^the marked increase in the number of cattle in his pe.ttu.

IV.— L̂apd.
Land Sales.—Twelve land sales were held in the Batiicaloa District during the year, and 157 acres 

odd were sold for Rs. 5,109‘30 at an average price of Rs. 32 34 per acre. A comparative statement of 
the sales of 1917 and 1916 is appended :—

1916. 1917. 1916. 191-7.
' Rs. 0 . Rs, c.

Number of sales .. 22 . 12 Amount . . . 8,021 0 ...5 ,1 0 9  0
Acres .. 307 . 157 Average price per acre . 26 13 32 3 i

The maximum price per acre realized during the year wasRs. 260'09. The reduction in the sale 
of lands in 1917 is due to the stopping of land sales owing to the proposed introduction of the lea$ing 
system. 42 acres odd were declared private, and certificates of quiet possession issued.

Leases.—1,090 acres odd of irrigable land under major irrigation works apd 862 acres of nen- 
irrigable land were leased for paddy cultivation. 54 acres odd •frere leased for tobacco, and 61 acres 
odd for’other purposes. The total amount realized on leases was Rs. 4,017' 22.

Ghenas.—3 fil \  acres odd of new chena apd 165 acres of old chena, making a total of 3,836 acres 
odd, were allowed for chena cultivation in 1917, compared with 4,738 acres allowed in the previous year.

With regard to the alienation of land by- the Crown, the new system of leases does not appeal to 
the villager. He will not do bis best for land which is not his own ; as one man said to me : “ Why 
should I  improve the land for Government ? ” If the object is to protect the villager from the mohey 
lender, I  do not see why an Ordinance could not be introduced prohibiting the mortgage of land, dljleas 
the mortgagor can show a certain percentage of free and unencumbered land in bis possession.

As a general rule, the larger landowner already has more land than he can cultivate properly, 
and this is one of the reasons for the bad state of cultivation generally in the district, There is not enough 
labour available to get the land properly worked. But the poor man does need land^ and he should be 
allowed to purchase small lots on easy terms. _

Golmization Schemes.—k t  Lahugala in. Panawa pattu and at Tempitiya in Bintenna pattu some 
tracts of land have been leased to Sinhalese on easy terms, in the hope of regenerating the Sinhalese in 
these villages and forming the nucleus of successful colonies. I  have Visited tkese landp on several 
occasions, and I have hopes that the schemes may prove successful. The people are very lazy, and 
require af*l9t  of driving ; but the land is good, and the water supply ample. XTuder Lahugala some 
80 acres are now under paddy cultivation, and on 120 more acres the valuable trees have been felled 
and removed for the Forest Department. There is a good deal mcw® felling and clearing to be doHe 
before the land can be ridged, but the Vanniah of the pattu has the interests of the people a t heart, and 
every efiort will be m adi next year to get this land opened up.

Under Tempitiya about 60 acres of land are under paddy, The tract allowed is 75 acres, and ho 
further extensions will be granted until the whole tract is taken up. The people at first picked out the 
“ tit bits,” which were easy to cultivate, and th^h protested that tho rest was not irrigable, but careful 
contour surveys show that only a veiy small portion of this block Caimot be irrigated ; and as soon as 
this block has been entirely cleared, applications UiU be entertained for extensions outside it.

V .^E p U C A T IO K . ' •

There is little to be recorded with regard to the progress of education during 1917 in this district, 
except the fact that from the beginning of the year the Eastern Province was s é p a r a i  from, the northern 
district and put in charge of a separate Inspector, and the resulting iiUprovement in supervision is already 
noticeable.

The following is a statement showing the number of schools in this district in charge of the 
Missions and other bodies, and the average daily attendance therOat ;—

Roman Catholic Mission 
Wesleyan Mission .. 
Church of England 
Hindu
Muhammadan (Korap) 
Government ,.

Boys. Girls. Mixed.
Average Daily
Attendance. 

Boys. Girls.
. .  - 4 . .  2 . .  Ba . . 906 337
. .  3 . .  4 . .  72 . . »3,173 . .  814
. .  3 . . --- 6 . . 255 37
, . ^ . . --- . .  10 . . 536 . .  181
. . . . --- . .  40 . . '724 102
. .  7 . .  2 . . 804 13

Total . .  17 6 159 6,398 1,484

Of the^e, three are aided boys’ and two aided girls’ English schools, one Anglo-vernacular girls’ 
and one Anglo-vemacular miked schools. The rest are all vernacular schools. ' With the exception of 
eight, all the Other schools are receiving grants in aid.
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Ther&were three boys’ and one girls’ industrial schools. In  the boys’ schools carpentry, printiag, 
and bookbinding are taught. In  the girls’ school laoe-making and embroidery. One of the boys’ schools 
was closed during the year. •

As will be seen from*the above return, the various Missionary bodies a t work in the district are 
respimsible for providmg the lion’s share in education, and boys’ elementary education has been fairly 
well looked after for some years past. There are still many outlying villages which education has not 
reached, but my first concern is to try  and provide an adequate food supply. When that has been 
established, it \^ 1  be time enough to consider ways and means for extending education.

A new boys’ school was erected a t Oddaimavadi by the District School Committee a t a cost 
of Rsi_2,608’10. Permanent additions were made to Saintamarutn and Addalaichenai schobls a t a 
to tal cost of Rs. i,430. The school a t Konagolla was bufit aha cost of Rs. 220.

The Roman Catholic school a t Niutavur, which has been closed, is to be acquired by the District 
School Committee in.l9l8.

Mr. Denham, as Director of Education, renewed his acquaintance with the district by a short 
visit in May. I t  was much regretted that he was Suddenly called away before his intended programme 
of inspection could be completed.

VI.—Crime, Police, aNd Headmen.
I t  is pleasant to  be able to record a  marked diminution in crime as compared with the previous 

year. 174 true cates of serious crime were reported to court, as against 193 in 1916. Of these 174 
cases, 42 were conducted by the police, who obtained convictions in 20, as compared with 21 convictions 
out of 52 cases in 1916. In  the district generally, as well as in the town, there was also a decrease in 
crime, but the percentage of convictions obtained by the headmen is naturally not as high as that obtained 
by the regular police. The headmen are improving in their work. They are quicker than they were, 
but their great failure a t present is in securing the prompt arrest of the accused.

There were no eases of murder during the year. There were two cases of homicide. Burglary, 
theft,- and arson cbntinue to  be the most common offences. House-breaking by night and arson are 
naturally common in a district where houses are made of such flimsy material, and where there is no 
regular police force outside the town for night patrol. I t  is very hard for the headmen to deal with 
these eases. I t  is not fair to  expect unpaid headmen to do night patrol work unaided by the police ; 
but if more use was made of a very excellent Gansabhawa rule against loitering at night without a light, 

^Something more might be done to cheek these crimes.
There are 189 habitual criminals on the provincial register, 121 of whom are supervised by the 

headmen. The police and headmen have kept in constant touch with most of them, there being only 
16 whose whereabouts have not been traced.

The police force a t  Batticaloa consists of 4 sergeants and 31 men under a Chief Inspector of Police. 
Good discipline was maintained throughout the year. The Inspector-General of Police on his inspection 
in May complimented the force on its appearance on the parade ground and on the record of its work.

Mr. J . E. Philippiah was promoted to the rank of Chief Inspector— â well-deserved recognition 
of his services.

With regar^ to minor offences, the register shows that out of. 543 prosecutions, convictions were 
obtained in 513, and 7 cases remained pending a t the end of the year.

During the year, thanks to a grant of Rs. 100 by the Inspector-General of Police, a" recreation 
ioom "Was started, hnd the men greatly appreciate it.

VII.—IeBigatIOn.
During the year I  visited aH the major works in the district and nearly all the registered minor 

works, making two special circuits with the Irrigation Inspector and the newly appointed Irrigation 
jS''anniah. A good deal Of progress ban been made with jninor works, and a considerable amount of 
earthwork has been done. But the people have not yet learnt that,earthW^ork must be done as set 
Out by the Irrigation Inspector, and not in a haphazard fashion, according to tlaeir own ideas. Consider­
able diiSoulty has been experienced in dealing with absentee landlords. I t  often happens th a t under 
a  village tank no single inhabitant of the village owns an acre of land, all the fields having been mortgaged 
to and bought in by money lenders from distant villages.

New rules'are required under minor Works. A model set of rules, with alterations to  sifit local 
conditions, has been borrowed from the MnUaittivn District and submitted tp  the various pattus, where 
it^has met with general approval. Steps will be taken to have the rules passed as sOon as possible.

With regard to majbr works, the harvest ul.1917 was fairiy good, and.the returns show an  increase 
over the figures of the previous year. The total area reaped under major works Was 42,991 acres, as 
against 38,535 in 1916. A second crop was raised on 2,500 acres of land, and the yield was good.

The major tanks in the district were maintained in good order as far as funds perm itted. Not­
withstanding xmseasonable raiuS, which hampered the work, much progress was made. An apron 
below the right bank spillway upder Unnichcliai tank was taken in hapd, and good progress was made 
with the work. The flood regulator below the left bank sluice- and spiU was practically completed. 
The only item of work done in KondaVaddaVan under the Baddipolai'-aru scheme Was the partial con­
struction of the upstream floor of the Madugaha-ela anient. 213 cubes of rubble prottetion were deposited 
on the main bund of the Vakaneri tank. Extensive protective work on the right bank of the river 
below Kaliyodai anient was.<carried out during the year. The survey Of the left bank channel pebeme 
at Unnichchai was completed. A contour survey of the land below Valattapiddi tank bund was made, 
in order to design a proper drainage scheme for the prevention of slips. A survey was made under 
Chadaiyantalawa, for the puipose pf constructing an anicut below the' tank, to bring certain high land 
under cultivation. A contour survey of Tumpankeni tank and a survey of the office site af Kabnunai 
were other chief items of work among the surveys imdertaken by the Department.

vill.— P̂ublic W okks.
The roads in the Province have been well maintained during the year under review. The,prihcipal 

item of work on roads is the widening and protectiug of the Bar road, which was necessitated by the large 
amount of traffic during the season when the Island steamers call a t  the Batticaloa Bar. Worlt Off thiS

    
 



■CrsnL.] EASTERN PROVINCE. E 5

road is in progress, and a survey is being made with a view to acquisition of land. The widening of the 
fejry approaches in the Batticalo'a District has been completed. A large amount of the damage caused 
by the floods on the North Coast road has been repaired ; and work is stül in progress on this road. 
Metalling the South Coast road deviation is being carried on.

The Leper Asylum at Llantivu, consisting of various buildings, and including a water supply, is in 
progress, but owing to want of funds the work has been delayed. A temporary ward to accommodate 
■thirty leper patients was put up at ELalmunai with wattle-and-daub walls and cadjan roof. Quarters 
for the nurses who are to  be employed a t the Batticaloa hospital were completed in 1917. Improvements 
and additions were effected to the Medical Officer’s quarters, Batticaloa, and to the dispensary a t 
Paddiruppu. A building is being constructed a t Irrakkamam to be used as the branch dispensary.

, The work in conneetion^with the water supply to Batticaloa town, commenced in 1913, was 
finally completed, and handed over to the Local Board in 1917.

IX.— F̂orests.
, I  am indebted to the Assistant Conservator of Forests for the following particulars :—

The estimated area of the difierent classes of forest on December 31 was (a) 98,861 acres or 154 square 
miles of reserved forests, (6) 583,250 acres or 911 square mUes of proposed reserve, and (c) 1,076,131 acres 
or 1,681 Square miles of other Crown forests.

Demarcation work was done during the year in Akkaraipattu, Maha-oya, and Vakaneri ranges, in the 
Batticaloa District, at a cost of Rs. 849'25, and in the Pankulam reserve, in the Trincomalee District, at a 
cost of Rs. 370 • 75.

The total area of plantations in charge of the Forest Department aggregates 1,925 acres 3 roods and 
2 perches. The average number of trees per acre in plantations already taken over from cultivators is 20S, 
of which 86 per cent, are soimd trees and poles. The natural reproduction of teak and lunumidella in the 
■older plantations was satisfactory.

An expenditure of Rs. 435’85 was incurred in weeding, pruning, thinning, ahd supplsdng vacancies 
in the plantations, Rs. 149'66 in collecting and distributing seed, Rs. 276‘17 ojliaaintenance of nurseries* 
&̂c. A further expenditure of Rs. 214'51 was incurred in maintaining the nurseries in Kantalai reserve.

The total area re-afforested undert he ehena systerp from 1872 to 1917 was 3,412 acres' 2 roods ahd 
29 perches. A sum of Rs. 1,577 was recovered aschena rent and credited to revenue in 1917.

There were 71 cases before the court during the year, including 15 cases brought forward from 1916. 
62 cases*resulted in conviction, 10 cases in acquittal, and 4 cases were vidthdrawn, 5 cases were pending 
at the end of the year.

During the year 109 cases were compounded, of which 82 eases were for unauthorized felling and 
removal of timber. A sum of Rs. 928 was recovered as compensation.

Free grants of timber were made during the year as follows :—

Timber valued St
To the District Rosid Committee 
Survey Department 
Villagers
District School Committee 
Paddy cultivate^ ..

• Forest Departmbnt -

àt Bs. c.
220 75

3 95
1,813 97

456 75
21,209 29

203 20

23,907 91

The revenue for the financial year 1916-17 was ïls. 113,505’29, and the expenditure amounted to 
Rs. 37,710'27. The items of revenue are :—

’ Rs. e.
Cash credited'(includiug Central Timber Depot revenue) . .  12,207 88
Paper credit for value of timber issued from dépôts . .  7,680 92
Paper credit for royalty on supplies to Grovernment Departments . ,  93,559 59
Estimated value of timber on lands sold or leased . .  . .  56 90

Total 113,505 29

The sale of timber to private parties continues to be Unsatisfactory, And the e^O rt of timber toTudia 
was less than that of the previous year, owing to the War.

X.—MlsCiStlAlifEOUS,
Sail.—The retail price pf salt is 4 to cepts per potmd in all the divisions of the distriot, except 

in Eintenna, where the price is $ cents, in Akkaraiputtu, ■\Vhere it is 3 cents, and in Pottuvil 2 |  cents. 
A specially low price is fixed in the lasttwo divisions, in order to discourage as far as possible the collection 
■of naturally-formed salt. This year, owing to rain in March and June, there was no natural salt formation. 
This natural formation is nPt Worth collection by Gpverninent, but the people are ap t to pilfer it  unless 
i t  is destroyed.

‘ A comparative statement showing the quantity of salt issued from the Government salt stores 
in  1916 and 1917 is appended-!'^ -
• ' 1916.—Cwt. 1917.—Cwt.

, Puliyantivu . . .  . .  . .  10,224 . .  - 9,788
Kalmunai . .  . .  . .  3 ,7 i6  . .  * 4,200
Akkaraipattu . .  . .  . .  1,066 ..  1,502

• Pottuvil . .  . .  . .  243 . .  289

15,279 15,779

Of the total issued during 1917, 1,108 cwt. were issued for removal to  the Badulla District and 
941 pwt. |o r fish curing within the district. The balance was issued for local eonsumption.

Blxcise.— Ât the beginning of the year there were three foreign liquor taverns, two in -Batticaloa 
and one in Kalmunai. The latter was closed during the year.
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The arrach renter for 1916+-17 surrendered his rent in June, owing to losses caused largely by 
misBJauageBìent. The tenter for the following pericd purchased thè tm.expired|)eriòd of the rent. ; v

The sales of arrack during the year show a decrease of over 2,0O() gallons as copipared witlx 1916, 
but the toddy sales show an increased sale of over 14,000 gallons. |)runkenness generally seems to be 
on the decrease.

There were thirty-nine toddy tavetns and thirty-sis; arrack taverns in the district.
Ceylon Wà/r LoeUii.—^Meetings were held by toe in various parts of the distriot, with a~ view to 

explaining the objects of the loan and to encouraging people to  subscribe ; but the response waS most 
disappoiutkig. 307 bonds were purchased in this district, and a sum of Rs, 2,050 was collected by 
some of the headmen, but was paid in too late. The largest number of bonds purchased by any individual 
was sixty. '  ‘

Kallo4i Ferry.—^Tenders were called for for the right of collecting the toll, but the only bid received 
was so poor that it was decided to collect the toll in aurumi. The total collected amounted to Rs. 4,756-27. 
The esgpenses amounted to  Rs. 1,086'90. The balance wus paid over to  the Local Board.

Pilgrimage and Festivals.—1,174 tickets were issued in this district to pUgrims on their Way  ̂to 
the big Kataragama festival between July 19 and August 3.

The “ Tirtham festival a t Amirtekali in July passed xmeventfuHy. There were not so many 
pilgrirtts as U?ual, owing to the general poverty of the district.

The Jlandur festival between A u ^ s t  i d  and September 1 was well attended, and there were over
12,000 pilgrims frOm difEerent parts of Ceylon.

The fire-walking ceremonies a t “ Draupadi Amman ” temples in Palukamam and Pandiruppu 
took place in August and September, respectively. There were nearly 2,000= persons in the former 
and 5,000 in the latter place to witness the ceremonies, the chief feature of which is th a t five persons 
representing the Fandavas and another representing their wife Draupadi walk through fire in a pit 
about l2 feet long, 3 broad, ànd 2 deep.

Motor Boat Semcc.—During the year this service was maintained, in spite, of the most unfavourable 
conditions. The ehomlously increased cOst of lubricating oil, fcorosine, and steel plates, and the falling 
off in passenger and goods traffic hit the manager so hard that he was obliged to reduce the service in 
August to a single trip for six days fii the Week instead of a double trip as formerly. On my representation 
Government agreed to  increase the subsidy allowed, and from the beginning of 1918 the senviee was 
run as before. The service is of the greatest benefit to the district, and it would he a serious loss if the 
manager were obliged to close down altogether. •
'  War Service.—^Among those who have been connected one time or another with the district,, 
the following have given then services to  the war ;—^Mr. A. "RnthweU of the Public Works Department,

. Messrs. J. S, Kennedy and 0. A. Coombs of the Irrigation Department, Messrs. A. N. Galbraith, T. A. 
Carey^ BL W. MiUigan, T- A. Hodson, M. T. Archibald, and H. W. Codrington of the Ceylon Civil Service, 
and among the Ceylonese, Messrs. E- B. Johnson, E. Struys, A. H. L. Casinader,_J. Wells, and J. W. R. 
Casinader.

Meteorology.— um indebted to the courtesy of the Surveypr-General for the following 
particulars :,-r-

Meteorology of the Eastern Province for the Year iPj 7.
B ain fa ll.—During the year the rainfall of the Province, as a whole, was mostly in excess of normal,, 

and on the average this excess amounted to about 7 inches. An excess was recorded at Tumpankeni tank 
of over 27 inches, but at Pulugunawa, a few miles further inland and tovthemorth-east of Tumpankeni, a 
deficit of 4 inches. ,

Rainfall decidedly over the average was experienced during the first three months of the year, and as 
decided a deficit during the months of October and December. In April the rainfall was slightly tfelow normal, 
and; about normal for the remaining months, except in November, where to the extreme south there was a 
decided excess.

H u m idity ..W S he  mean hum idity for the year was slightly lower than usual, ahd was distinctly below 
the average for the months of January, July, and October.

Mean Shade Temperature.—The mean shade temperature for the year was slightly below that of the 
average, the first half of the'year being below norinal, and the latter half about normal. Tbe range of 
tempeiaturewas well within the-extremesreeorded. At Trin<somaIee the highest reading 98 ‘5°F. Was recorded 
On May 23, and the lowest 70° F. on February fi4. At BàttÌCaloa the highest was 96 '1° F. on July 16, and 
the lowest 67 ’2° F, on December 30,

A ir. P ressure .—For the year the air ptessinre wtó slightly feelOW nor mal. In two months only, January 
ap.̂  May, was it  above the average.

Wind Velocity.—On the whole, the wind Velocity was about normal. The deviation from normal was 
greatest in the first three months of Ifie year, the wind being then much below its Usual «trength.

Èelief Works.—-Relief works were not required on such a wide scale as in the previous year. A t 
the beginning of the  year, owing to the partial feUuro and latenèss of the ehena crops in Bintenna pattu, 
I  was obliged to provide relief work for about, six Weeks On thè following village roads -(1) GaUoda 
to Mhrangala, (2)i Marangala to Rolike, find (3) Galloda to Lindagala. The work was in charge of the 
Superintendent of Minor Roads. The largest outturn of labour on afiy day was 121 men ahd 25 boys, 
Sinhalese women, as a rule, refuse to do relief work. Tamil women Welcome it. A few Sinhalese from 
the neighbourhood of Maha-oVa were also employed for about three weeks in clearing the jungle round 
the hospital and the path to the bmlal grOimd,

In  December relief work was required a t Ronagolla, in the Porativu vanam. The fbVerage 
attendance Was aboiit 40 persons, who worked for six weeks on the KonagoUa-Rurutagotla road. At 
the end of the year there were signs that relief work would be required iff Manmunai south, Akkaraipàttu,. 
and Karavaku pattu, and steps were taken by me, in consultation with the Provincial Engineer and 
the Superintendent of Minor Roads, to provide work early in 1918.

Village Committees.—The total collection under Village Committees in the^.Bhtticaloa District 
during the year under review amounted to Rs. 9,514-09, raised under the heads (1) Village Tribunal 
Fines, (2) Rents, (3) Cattle Pees, (4) Grazing Fees, (5) Communal Collections, and (6) Miscellaneous 
Receipts. The balance a t the end of December, 1916, was Rs. 2,658-76, A sum oF Rs. ¿12,13O-70 
was expended on paying the salaries of Village Tribimal staff, repairs to  Gansabhawas, ambalams,. 
markets, construction of Village Committee roads, &o. \
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A statement of the revenue and expenditure of the Village Committees of the Batticaloa District 
for, 1917 is appended:— ■

* - Revenue. Expenditure.
Division. Balance on 

Dec. 31, 1916. * Receipts. Total. Payments. Balance on 
Dee. 31, 1917.

Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. 0 . ‘ Rs. e. Rs. c.
Manmunai North 151 19 . . 1,750 99 . .  1,902 18 . .  1,900 41 1 77
Manmimai South 28 14 .. 425 25 453 39 445 21 8 18
Eravur koralai . . 133 20 .. 1,661 0 . .  1,794 20 . .  1,771 10 23 10
Karavaku .. 1,078 94 . . 2,146 5 ..  3,224 99 . .  3,224 91 0 8
Eruvil-Porativu 546 69 . . 910 84 . .  1,457 53 . .  1,457 6 0 47
Sammantuurai 2 1 . . 346 25 348 26 347 82 0 44
Akkaraipattu 491 59 . . 1,593 94 .. 2,085 53 . .  2,085 9 0 44
Panawa 60 25 ... 289 90 350 15 348 74 1.41
Bintenna .. • 166 75 , . 389 87 556 62 550 36 6 26

) Total . .  2,658 76 9,514 9 12,172 85 12,130 70 42 15

Besides the usual upkeep and repair to Village Tribunal buildings, ambalams, and roads, the
following new works were undertaken :—
' In  Manmunai North.—A. connecting road 700 feet long was gravelled oil clay bottom between
the old South Coast road and the neyf deviation near the 1 | nulepost.

In  Eravur-Koralai.— T̂he village road from Oddaimavadito Miravodai was completed by gravelling 
on clay bottom one-fourth mile of road. Sittandi village road was extended for quarter mile to meot the 
main road near the 13J milepost.

In  Manmunai South.—The Surface of the approach road to Roddptturai ferry was re-formed.
In  Eruvil-Poraiivu.— Â new ferry boat was supplied to Paddirnppu fetiy. A. ferry shed was 

erected at Palukamam, and a culvert with outlet channels and approaches was bnilt.
In  Karavaku.— Â sandy lanfe at Saiutamarutu was gravelled on clay bottom to a distahoe of 2,000 

feet, and a lane in Marutamunai was similarly converted into a cart road.
In  Akkaraipattu.— T̂he village road through Karunkodittivu connecting the District Road 

Committee and the Public Works Department roads was completed.
In Panawa, Sammanturai, and Bintenna divisions no new works could be undertaken owing to 

want of funds.
A timber pile bridge of 70 feet spah across the Odanga river was erected under the supervision of 

the Superintendent of IVDnor Roads during the year at a cost of Rs. 2,007 •40, which was met partly 
out of irrigation fine funds, and partly by vote for minot irrigation works. This bridge has been wanted 
for many years; and when a good connecting road from it to the Amparai road is ihade, it ■will consider­
ably facilitate the transport of paddy from a very large area of paddy fields. The present trackVo the 
fields goes over low-lying gwampy ground. Another trace for a road haŝ  been found, and aS soon as 
funds are available the work will be taken up.

Work <?f the Gansabhawas during 1917. ^
*• Batticaloa

North.
Batticaloa

South. Bintenna. - Batticaloa
North.

Batticaloa
South. Bintenna.

Cases pending on Number of cases
Jan .l, 1917:— disposed o f :—

Civil > .. 9 . 6 . 6 Civil 4,318 . 2,250 17
Criminal .. 14 . 22 . 34 Criminal .. 3,223 . 2,655 94

Number of cases Pending:—
, .  1instituted:— Civil 18 . 5-

Civil 4,327 . 2,249 . 12 Criminal . . 49 . 22 10
Criminal .. 3,258 . 2,655 . 70

Batticaloa ICachcheri, 
February 14, 1918.

R, A. Q. E U ST im  
(fovemnisnt Agent,

APPENDIX.

I.—REPORT op  THE CHAIRMAN, DOCAL BOARD» BATTJCALOA> FOB ^1917. 
Area of Local Board, 4f square miles ; Population, 10,666 (Qehsusof I9ll).

A COMPARATIVE Statement of revenue and expenditure for the years 1916 and 1917 is annexed
1916. 1917. 1 1916.

Revenue. Rs. c. Bs. 0- ExPENDfrUBB, Rs. c.
Taxes .. . .  15,733 60 . 19,174 ¿9 / Interest and sinking fund
Licenses . .  3,022 75 . . 3,087 25 1 on loans 4,510 0
Rents 1. .. 5,997 76 . . 7,881 63 f Cost of administration .. 5,601 0
Fines . , 685 50 . 616 13 Sanitation 7,687 82
Miscellaneous' .. 2,338 95 •. 2,556 93 Lighting

Polico . .  . *
1,180 15 

166 76
5

Balance on January 3
28,378 56 

. .  3,916 73 .
33,316 63 
1,894 26 
y

. . .  ■

Pubfie works

Balaiiee on December 3I

11,255 31

30,401 4 
1,894 25

Total . ."12,295 29 35,210 88 Total . . 32,295 29

1917.
Es. c.

4,.&19 0 
6,203 96 
7,627 62 
1,246 38 

176 67 
13;934 91

32,699 54 
2,514 Ä4

35,210 88
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The revenue of 1917 shows an increase of nearly Rs. 5,000 over that 6i the previous year, notwith- 
standaig the fall under “ Liquor Licenses.” The increase under "‘Thoroughfares Ordinance Gollectiohs” 
is duo to the leyj'' of increased rate of road tax  of Rs. 2, Under “ Bents, Other;” is included a  sum of 
Es. 1,445, being Kalladi ferry toll collections made in excess of the revenue obtained previously, as th e  
ferry was run (fering the year depadim^tahy» and not rented out aS before.

The expenditure of 1917 also shows an increase of about Rs. 2,300. This is due to the payment of 
the full salary and allowance of the Sanitary Inspector, and of the cost of maintenance of the waterworks, 
taken over by the Board in May, 1#I7.

The following are the principal special works undertaken during the year
Building draias' and catchpits in Customs road. 
Repairing the culverts in cemetery.
Repairs of flood damages.
Prepath^ a night dépôt.
Improvements to the green market.

Putting up street name plates.
Rebuilding two culverts in Baaaar street. 
Purcha.se of six sanitary barrows, 
B u ild ^  a  Ufllvert in Covington’s road. 
Building a culvert in E th e r’s street.

2. The usual ewnparative statement of coflections under the Road Ordinance is appended. The 
percentage of those who discharged their liability during 1917 was 84' 63, as compared with 79' 12 of the 
previous year. The faU in the number of men liable to labour is due to the fact th%t in previous years, 
when there was no difference m the rate of road tax  levied by the Local l&oard and the District Road 
Committee, persons living outside the Local Board who happened to be in town on March 31 paid the tax 
to the Local Board. This does not take place now, as the Board has increased the rate from 1917 to Rs. 2.

Percentage Percentage
1916. on Number 

under 1917. on Number 
under

Head 2. -Head 2.

10,666 — ■ — 10,666 —

— 3,353 — — 3,045 —

2,569 76-62 2,497 82-03
84 2-50 67 C 2-20

— — 11 •35
—

2,653 79-12
2

2,577
-05

84-63

83
-

2-48 65 2-13
294 8-77 227 7-45-

10 •29 lA •63
16 •48 13 •■43

1 •Q3 — —

S96
•

700

8-83

20-88

147

468

4-83

15-37

1.
2.

4.
5.

6.
7.

Population of local area by Census of 1911. .  
Number of resident males by divisi< 

officers’ lists reported liable to labour 
Discharged obKgatibn within local area by- 

fa) Paymg single commutation 
(6) Paying double commutation
(c) Labouring six days..
(d) Labouring twelve days 

Total discharged obligation
Failed to discharge obligation within loc 

area, but otherwise accounted for as..-

to work
(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere

Deuhle entry e t entries by mistake 
(h) Fined
{i) Ijnprisoued ..
if)- Left local area . .

Total failed to discharge obligation with 
local area 

tTnacceunted for

3. The annexed is a statement showing fhe position of the Board aS regards loans on December 
31, 1917

Year in which the loan was raised 
Original amount Of loan 
Present amount of loan 

. Rate of sinking fund ' . .
Rate of interest
AmoUnt’payable fOr sinking fund 
Amount payable for interest 
Date When loan will he extinguished

'1891 
Bs. 20,000 
Ra. 4,959-18 "
2 per cent.
S i  per cent,
Rs. $38 
Rs. 462
November SO, 19l 9

1915
Rs. 68,000 
Bs. 58,856-60 
2 per cent.
S i  per cent.
Rs. 1,283-40 
Rs. 2,126 -60 
November 30,1944

The whole amount due as interest and sinking fund as shown herein for the year 1917 has been duly 
paid to the Colonial Treasurer. '

4. PubUc Health.— T̂he health of the town during the year was satisfactory, and there were no- 
cases of any epidemic disease. A few eases of typhoid fever were réported, two of which proved fatal, 
including a member of the Board. The following is a  Comparative statement of the number of births- 
and deaths in toWn ;—

1016. 1917.
Births . .  . .  . .  457 . .  477
Deaths . .  . .  . .  425 . .  489

5. Bakeries,—^The condition of the bakeries ie fairly satisfactory. A set of model by-laws- 
■ introduced by Government were adopted during thp year.

6. Aerated Water‘ Manufacloriss.—^These factories were maintained in good order, and thè soda 
water manufactured here was bacteriologically examined and passed during the year. t ■

7. Publio Works.— Âll roads, streets, bridges, Oulverts, and buil<fings in charge of the Board, 
were maintained in fair order.

8. Waterworks.^These works were taken over in May,' 1917, and maintained by the Board.
9. Public Latrines.—^The latrines in charge of the Board were maintained in fair order. 

A Committee to report on the best means of disposing of the night soil was appointed, and t^eir report
is  awaited.
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10. Dogs.—The following is a comparative statement the number of dogs registered and 
destroyed:—

Year.
1916
1917

Begistered,
313
276

Destroyed.
184
188

Ninety-three persons were prosecuted and fined for failing to have their dogs registered.
11. Election.^Jn June, 1917, Mr. J . A. Setukavalar filled the casual vacancy created by the 

death of Mr. A. Sithamparapillai. The town was divided into three electoral divisions during the year,' 
and a member elected for each division for the years 1918 and 1919. Mr. S. P. Nagapper was elected 
for .the division of Amirtakali unopposed. The seats for the Puliyantivu and Koddaimnnai Divisions 
were contested, with the result that the sitting members were re-elected,

12. Comtitution of the Board.—^The following were the members at the end of the y ear:— 
Mr. R. A. G. Resting, Government Agent, Eastern Province, Chairman ; Mr. W. R. W. Morgan, Provincial 
Engineer; Dr. A. Rajasingham, Provincial Surgeon; Mr. S. E. Nagapper ; Mr. J . T. Tambyraja; and 
Mr. J . A. Setukavalar.

Local Board Office, 
Batticaloa, January SI, 1918.

R. A. G. RESTING, 
Chairman.

n .—REPORT OP THE CHAIRMAN, PROVINOIAL ROAD COMMITTEE,
EASTERN PROVINCE, FOR 1917.

A NEW resthouse was buUt at Mutur, and was opened for travellers from December 1,1917.
2. No special additions or improvements were made to resthouses, but' they were kept in 

fair repair.
3. The Comniittee paid this year a sum of Rs. 76‘ 50 as local rates for the resthouses situated in 

this Province to the Local and Sanitary^ Boards.
4. Licenses to seize cattle trespassing on principal thoroughfares were issued to  persons 

recommended by the Provincial Engineer and the Vanniahs.
* 5. Mr. J . A. Setukavalar was appointed under section 33 -of Ordinance No. 10 of 1861 to

represent the European community in the District Road Committee, Batticaloa, vice Mr. A, Sithampara­
pillai, deceased.

6. Owing to the increased price of liquor the tariff rates for resthouses were amended. 
The Committee also sanctioned the purchase of liquor for resthouse-keepers, which has since been 
discontinued owing to enhanced prices for liquor, and now intoxicating liquor is kept only in the 
larger and more important resthoases.

7. A statement of the receipts and expenditure of the Provincial Road Committee, Eastern
Province, for 1917 is annexed :— -

Amount.
Revkhtue. Bp. t>.

Balance on January 1,1917
Amount received from District Road Committees on account of two- 

thirds commutation for principal roads, resthouses, &c. ;■—
Rs. c.

(a) From Batticaloa District Road Committee.. 9,661 50
(b) From Trineomalee District Road Committee 3,427 50

5,951 13

Government grant in aid of minor works 
Resthouse collections:—

(a) From Battioaloa District Road Committee . .
(b) From Trineomalee District Road Committee

Miscellaneous receipts _ ..

12,979
10,269

Rs. c. 
1,896 79 
1,269 39

3,166 18 
7,976 76.

10,342 6

ExPEifronroBE. -

Pasmienta made from two-thirds commutation during the year under 
the provisions of Ordinances Nos. 10 of 1861, 31 of 1884, and 10 of 
1902, on account of—

Rs. c.
(o) Principal roads - . .  . .  7,820 25
(b) Resthouses . .  . .  2,332 58

Upkeep, repair, and improvement of resthouses from funds other than 
two-thirds commutation 

Pay of resthouse-fceepers
Government grant in aid of minor works remitted to—

10,152 83

2,801 53 
3,938 91

(a) Batticaloa District Road Committee
(b) Trineomalee District Road Committee

Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31,1917

Rs. c. 
3,225 0 
3,802 0

7,027 0 
4,598 96 

11,822 83

40,342 . 6

Batticaloa, February 1, 1918. 
9(1)18

R. A. G. RESTING, 
Chairman.
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m.—REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN, DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE,
BATTICALOA, FOR 1917. ,,

A COMPAEATIVE statement of the working.of the Thoroughfares Ordinance during the years 1916 
and 1917 is annexed :—

4.
6.

6.

7.

Population of local hy latest Census 
Number*of resident males by the division 

officers’ liste reported W 4e to iaboiw 
Discharged pbli^tion '«tiihin local area 

by—
Pi^dng fegte cemmufeition 

(h) Paying doaMe eomnwitation
(c) Labouring*hix day^
(d) Labouring twelve d^rs 

Total discharged obligation 
Failed to discharge obligation within local

area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted onaeopuntof agp, death

disqualification, or physical in­
ability to work . .

{/) Paid or laboured elsewhere
(g) Double entries Or entfies by mistake
(h) Fined . .
(i) Imprisoned 
(;■) Left local hrea . ♦

TotM failed to discharge obligation within 
—local area
Unaccounted for _ . ,

1916.

73g

1,136
1,360

25
27
17

343

153,933

26,775

22,807

2,908
1,060

Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

«2-44
2-73i

85*18

4*24
5*07

•09•10
•06

1-2810-86
3-95

1917.

22,«03
614

1,341
784
29
44
20

462

153,933

26,376

22,617

2,680
1-079

Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

83^42
2-32

85-74

08
97
01

-16
•07
•75

10-16
4-09

2. A return in the prescribed form of revenue and expenditure is also annexed
Revenue. Amount.

. Rs: 0.
Balmice On Jauda^ 1,1917  
Commutation realised in money 
Gedvernment contribution in-aid of minor works 
MiseeUanoon« receipts

ExPENDirUBB. *-
Pasnnent made on account of principal roads and resthouses 
Amount expended On minor works .. *  , • •
Establishment dnd commission to division officers:— Rs. c.

Cost of-District Road Oonunittee establishment . .  6,217 13
Commission tO division officers . .  . .  3,494 68

<h606 30 
34,901 0 
3,225 0 
1,888 1

44,620 31

Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31,1917

9,551
14,784

9,711
4,890
5,681

60
34

80
99
68

44,620 31

3. The total number ofpetsons who discharged their obligation under the Ordinance was 22,617, 
as against 22,807 in 1916, showjng a decrease of 190.

4. The expenditure of Rs. 14,784“ 34 on minor works was composed of the following items :—
Rs. c. 

7,288 16 
5,387 66

740 54 
1,128 50

{5). Value of tools
Rs. c 
239 58

14,784 34

(1) Mamtenance annually rectwrent ..
(2) ,New works and improvements
(3) Value of cement and moulds fpr̂  

culvert pipes
(4) Upkeep of ferries..

5. The suin  ̂referred tO in item (2) was spent by improving and extending tHe gravelling of the 
following roads, viz.

(а) Manmunai ferry ; Rulnganawa road by half a mile.
(б) Kurukalmadam ferry : Pulughnawa road by half a mUe.
(c) Vavunati-vu-Ayittiyamalai road by 1-mile.
(d) Paddiruppu ferry : Vellaveh road by 2 |  miles.
(e) Karunkoddittivu road by quarter of a mile. ^ '
(/) A quarter mUe of the road to Manmunai point ferry from the old bouth Coast roati was 

track metalled.
(g) A new culvert with dry rubble masonry abutments and wooden platform was built near the 

tenth milestone on the Manmunai-Puluganawa road. <
(A) A new bridge 8 feet span was erected in section (c). West Shore road,  ̂ '
6. The ferries on minor roads were maintained in fair order.
7. The annual Government grant of Rs. 3,225 was spent on minor..roads.

Batticaloa, February 1, 1918. R. A. 0 . RESTING,
Chairman.
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IV.—REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN, SANTTARY- BOARD, BATTICALOA DISTRICT, FOB 1917.

’ . The following four towns are under the control of the Sanitary Board, viz., Kalmimai, Kattan-
kudi, Eravur, and Sammanturai.

Sanitary Board, Ealmunai.
2. Exclusive of the balance Rs. 2,844‘ 96 of the previous year, the' revenue of the Board amounted 

to Rs. 8,604‘54. ' The expenditure during the year was Rs. 5,946 "60. The balance at the end of the 
year was Rs. 5,502" 90.

3. The lighting, scavenging, and conservancy were carriecteut satisfactorily.
4. There are two public latrines maintained by the Board.

. .5. The minor roads in charge of the Board were maintained in very good order a t a cost of 
Rs. 723-60.

6. A new road was opened in the Tamil division at a cost of Rs. 589.

 ̂ Sanitary Board, Kattanhudi.
7. The revenue of this Board for the year amounted to Rs. 7,057 " 94. This includes Government 

grant of Rs. 866" 25 to compensate for the loss of revenue from opium rent.
8. The expenditure during the year was Rs. 7,475" 90. Thè balance at thè end of the year, 

including previous year’s balance, was Rs. 1,234; 42.
9. The lighting, scavenging, and conservancy were done under the supervisión of the Sanitary 

Inspector, and were fairly sa,tisfactory.
10. A set of galvanized dust bins was provided. There are four public latrines inaintained by 

the Board.
11. The Maraikkayars of the mosques are erecting a market, which, it iS hoped, will be

completed in 1918. "
Sanitary Boar^, Eravur,

12. The revenue of the Board for the year amounted to Rs. 4,916" 71, and the expenditure was 
Rs. 5,727" 24. The balance at^he end of the year, including last year’s balance, was Rs. 2»905" 18.

13. Scavenging was done under the supervision of the Sanitai^r Ju specter.
14. The mosque authorities have commenced to put up a green and fish market. This ought 

to be completed in 1918,
15. Two new channels were opened to drain off the fiood water^ and a section (rf the road on 

north-eastern boundary of the town and a sandy path to goldsmiths’ bWial ground were graveHed, at a 
total cost of Rs. 2,357" 50.

Sanitary Board, Sammanturai.
16. The revenue during the year amounted to Rs. 3,2-54’ 76, and the expenditure Was Bs. 3,490' 56, 

The balance at the end of the year, including previous year’s balance, wás Jls. 690'23.
17. The minor roads were maintained at a cost of Rs. 625 "28.
18. The Sammanturai-Viramrmai road was track metalled to a distance of half a  mile, and 

rubble paving was done at the jimction of three lanes for improving bad comers, at a cost Of Rs. 774.
19. Scavenging of the town was done imder the supervision of the Sanitary Inspector.

Batticaloa, February 1, 1918.
R. A. G. RESTING, 

Chairman.

’ REPORT ON TH|! TRINCOMABRE DISTRICT FOR 1917.

' I .— ^ffiSTOBY OF THE Y e AB.

■ Official Changes,—The Assistant Government Agency remained Unchanged throughout the year. 
The Pohce Magistracy was left vacant on the transfer of Mr. F. Marshall to Badulla on January 27, and 
the "Writer had for the second time to perform dual duties until December 8, when Mr. W. 0, Vallipuram, 
President, Village Tribunals, Battioaloa South, was appointed to act UO Police Magistrate and Office 
Assistant.

2. During the period August-SOptember, when the Assistant Government Agent was absent from 
the station on molLtary duty for one month, the Government Agent, Rastem Province, who was on 
circuit in the district, attended to his duties till August 31. From September 1 Mr. M. M. Subramaniam, 
Justice of the Peace and Crown Proctor, acted as Police Magistrate, while Mr. A. VisvaUadhan, Head 
Clerk of the Kachcheri, acted as Office Assistant.

3. Mr. G. Gilchrist was succeeded as District Rngineer by Mr. A. S. Barker in February for two. 
months only, when Mr. W. J. Price was appointed to  succeed the latter.

4. The post of Superintendent of Lighthouses was filled in March, when Mr. W. Mannings arrived
from England. *

5. Mr. A. S. Evarts assumed duties as Sub-Inspector of Police in February, on the transfer of 
Sub-Inspector G, Boulton to Colombo.

6. In the Kachcheri Mr. A. Sivasubramaniam, on transfer to the Audit Office after passing the 
Clerical Examination,'was succeeded in December by Mt, V, J, Krishnapillai from the Irrigation Office.

*7, O b i tu a r y ,regret to recofd the death, a t the age of 35, on. November 13, of Ii&. A. Muttu- 
kristna, To"Wn Vanniah and Kachcheri Mudaliyar, an officer of great promise. The vacancy remained 
unfilled at the end of the year, but Mr. J. V. Aiyampillai, Chief d e rk  and Interpreter, Trincomalee Courts, 
is to be Mi? successor.

8. i n ’April the old resthouse^keeper, S. Cadramatamby, better kno"wn to most people "'as 
“ Tambi,” died at’ the ripe age of 86 years.

9. Noteworthy Events,—^Nothing of special importance occurred during the year. A t the time 
of "Writing my Administration Report for 1916 the prospects for this year were somewhat gloomy, but 
fortunately the long drought was followed by plentiful rains, which fiiRed all the tanks. The rainfall 
was larger and more evenly distributed than in 1916, and the crops have been good.
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10. The effects of the great war are felt chiefly by coconut estate owners, who are badly hit by 
the state of the coconut industry, and by the people at large in the increased cost of Eying. The w,w 
loan met with a,poor response in this district, owing chiefly to the tightness of the money market, local 
poverty, and the ignorance of the masses.

II.-^EBVEifra.
1. The revenue for the calendar year 1917 amoimted to Rs. 225,528' 83, as against Rs. 360,010' 43 

in 1916. The .decrease of Rs. 134,481' 60 is due to the smaller amount realised by sale of salt in 1917, 
the revenue for 1916 having been imduly swelled by large sales to other districts.

2. Apart from salt revenue, the 1917 total amount? to Rs. 165,507' 83, which is a record, 
the highest flgure (exclilsive of salt revenue) previously realized being Rs. 164,516'79 in 1915. ,The 
corresponding figure for 1916 was Rs* 158,503* 54.

3. Th© following table gives a comparatiye view of thn revenue for 19)6and 1917 under the ten 
main heads;—

1. Customs
2. Port Dues, &c. V
3. Licenses, Excise, &c,
4. Ee@a Of Court, &e.
5. Po^ and Telegraphs
6. Goverument Kailway
7. Interest
8. Miscellaneous Receipts
9. Land Eevenue 

10, Land Sales

1916. 
Rs. c.

1917. 
Rs. 0 .'

Increase. 
Rs. 0 .

Decrease. 
Rs. ‘ c.

20,307 2 
2,903 79 

. .  278,193 9 
9,471' 76

14,634 24 
2,072 57 

. .  143,056 68 
11,218 78 1,747 8

5,672 78 
831 22 

. .  135,137 41

13 20 
337 7 

7,677 5 
32,675 70 

. .  ' 18,431 81

43 63 
279 12 

26,942 31 
12,863 13 
14,419 37

30 43 

. .  ' 19,265 26
57 95

9,812 67 
4,012 44

360,íO1O 43 235,528 83 21,042 77 165,524 37

Deduct Increase 21,042 77

Nett Decrease . .  134,481 60

4, The decrease of Cuÿoms revenue is due to the sCaaller imports of grain required this year to 
, supplement the local haWestf The decrease under Port Dues is similarly explained, fe'vyer trading 

schooners from India being required to  bring in imported rioe*
6. Under Licenses the large decrease has been already explained, as due to the restriction of salt 

sales in 1^17 consequent on the failure of the salt manufacture a t Nilaveli in 1916 owing to unsoasmiable 
rains. On the other hand, the arrack and toddy revenue shows an increase.

6. The head Pees Of Court shows an increase under nearly every sub-head, the chief being under 
the sub-head Irrigation Rates, consequent <?ü the revision of the specification in 1917, and under the 
sub-head Survey Fees, consequent on the Vigorous hunt for encroachments now being conducted.

7. The large increase under head miscellaneous Receipts is due to  the crediting of two years’ 
mstalments of the Tamblèganj pearl fishejy sent, and the proceeds of the sale of two illicitly captured 
elephants,

8. The decrease under Land Revenue comes maiuly Under Forest Department revenues, and 
is to be attributed to the smaller quantity of timber sold this year for export to Jaffna and India.

9; There were few land sales in the course of the year, owing to  the introduction of the new leasing 
system. The bulk of the recoveries under Dattd Sales represent instalments due on lands sold îU previous 
years undgS Sir Henry Ward’s  Minute. _

in .^—CoW)moN os THE People.
1. Public HeaîiA.-**The health of tbe district was Satisfactory. There is a very large drop in 

the number of patients treated in the Triucomalee hospital and district dispensaries, the totals being—
1915 . .  ' . .  . .  20,267
1916 . .  . .  . .  . .  18,728
1917 . . .  . .  . ,  12,742

2, T am indebted tb  Dr. F* E. R. Rattholomeusz, "^e energetic and highly respected District 
Medical Officer, for an ipterestihg report on publia health, fcom which th© foflowing paragraphs are 
extracted

Pretìòd&nce of Sioknesà.^ThB general health of the town Was, on the whole, satisfactory, except during 
the first quarter of the year. When there were 6 cases of enteric fcOer, and the last quarter, when there was an 
epidemic of chickenpox and a Second appearaWCe of epterio feVCr* The total number of patients admitted 
to hospital last year wâs 365 j the number treated at Trincomalee dispensary Was 4,726, and that at Nilaveli 
branch dispensary was 930,

A n m y l o s t o m i a a i s .—69 cases were treated last year, as compared with 67 iu 1916. Although, from 
the point of statistics, the increase is little, I  am convinced that tfds disease is slowly but surely spreading 
in town and district. As I  stated last year, it is only by adopting preventive measures as regards proper 
sanitation and a pure water supply that this disease can be suppressed.

Chiehenpox.—44 cases of chiekenpox, as compared to  7 caser in  1916, were trea ted  in  p rivate  jiouses 
during 1917. Virtually the-.disease was of an epidemic type, and appeared in  thS last m o n th 'o f  the year; 
infection evidently was brought from outside. _ ■ • , J  •

Measures adopted in me t ’reatmervt of Pçi/rapgù—The to tal num ber of patien ts trea ted  fo r  th is disease 
during the year was 76. Of this number, 63 received intravenous injections of atsenions iodide iU Various 
strengths, according to  the age of the subject, in hospital. f . ■

The majority of the eases th a t received treatm ent in hospital were sen t oil the orders of the  Assistant 
Government Agent, Trineomalee, from the villages of Ichchilam pattai an d  Chenaivur in  K oddiyar p a ttu  and. 
Gomarankadawela and Madawachohi in Kaddukkulam p a ttu  west. The disease was less p revalen t in  
Tamblegam p a ttu  and Kaddukkulam pattu  east. ■'-

Judging from recent results, as also from that obtained in 1916, when 118 subjects received Crsenious 
iodide intravenously, I  thinjr this drug a valuable substitute for salvarsan.
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I would strongly advocate that when the dispensaries at Ichchilampattai and Gomarankadawela, 
ajseady sanctioned, are built, qualified medical officers be appointed for a period of six months or a.year to 

» these dispensaries, for, besides being able to treat cases of parangi on the spot with arsenious iodide injections, 
they will have an opportunity also of recognizing cases of anchylostomiasis, which disease, in my opinion, is 
steadily gaining ground in Trineomalee District.

Measures taken to eradicate Malarial Fever and other Mosquito-horne Diseases.— T̂he special measures 
taken as regards the above during the year rmder review were —

(1) The free distribution of quinine to all fever patients at the dispensary.
(2) AU residents were warned to boil the water they drink, to keep their compounds and gardens free

from weeds and stagnant pools, and receptacles, such as empty tins and coconut shells, were 
destroyed, burnt, or buried. ^

(3) The Inspector, Local Board, prosecuted aU owners who aUowed rank vegetation to grow in their
premises, if the offence wa,s not abated after due notice had" been served on them.

(4) The hoUows, pools, and pits within Local Board limits were fiUed up by the sweepings of the town.

, 3. Population, Births, ajid Deaths.—^Births during the year numbered 1,459 and deaths 952.
Thé birth-rate, 47‘ 70 per mille, is the highest on record since 1881. The population of the district is 
estimated by intercensai increase at 30,587, last year’s estimate being 30,080.

4. Rainfall.—^The rainfall for the year was 64'30 inches, being 1‘80 inches over the average. 
After the comparative drought of the last two years this rain was badly needed. The fall of 8' 06 inches 
in August, however, was unseasonable, and considerably damaged the salt manufacture for the year, 
besides delaying the paddy harvest.

5. Agriculture and Food Supply.—'Paddy cultivation is essentially the chief agricultural industry 
of the district, and in dry years, when paddy cultivation fads, distress is bound to ensue, as the villager 
is most improvident, even to the extent of selling his seed paddy and buying it later on at an exorbitant 
rate of iuterest. After two lean years 1917 is distiuguished by a good harvest, which has produced 
sufficient paddy for the needs of the whole district. A large amount of paddy has been exported to 
Jaffna, although export has been discouraged as much as possible. If export is freely allowed, the Jaffna 
trader exploits the Tamblegam farmers, who are in a hurry to convert their stocks into cash, the needs 
of the town and the dktrict are not supplied, prices rise, and an “ artificial famine ” is produced. 
Methods of paddy cultivation could be considerably improved. The successful harvests in good years 
are due’to the rich soil of the district and the good water supply under the major and minor irrigation 
works, and not to improved methods of cultivation. Scientific ploughing, weeding, and transplanting 
are unknown. With more intensive cultivation the district could easily produce enough paddy for , 
local supply and export as well.

• 6. The fisheries of Trincomalee are good, and large quantities are dried and salted for sale in
Anuradhapura, Matale, and Kandy. For a few months of the year fresh fish was iced and exported by 
motor to other stations by an enterprising Sinhalese firm, but the motor came to grief. There,is a good 
opening for capital and enterprise in the way of motor transport to Matale and Anuradhapura. With 
the fisheries, as with paddy cultivation, the supply could be increased by industry and improved methods.

7. Dry grain, vegetables, and curry stuffs are cultivated to a  limited extent. Every endeavour 
has been made this year to encourage thfe branch of agricifiture by the offer of Crown land at low rental, 
free distribution of seed, and formation of local food stuffs committees, but the results are disappointing.
I t is an essential to success in this direction that the district should have a separate Agricultural 
Instructor, and that experimental plots should be started by Government.

8. This year has seen the incepticm of a  Central Co-operative Credit Society in the district. This 
is*a step in. the right direction. The office bearers are representative and energetic, and it is hoped that 
the society^wiU soon justify its existence.

9. Health of Cattle.—Foot-and-mouth disease broke out in the viciuity of Kinniyai in May, the 
infection probably being conveyed from Tamankaduwa. Steps Were promptly taken to prevent the 
spread of the disease, but owing to the ignorance or stupidity of the villagers in concealing eases or moving 
cattle surreptitiously from the infected area, which was winked at by the minor headmen, the disease 
was not put down in Tamblegam pattu till August. Cases were subsequently reported from Koddiyar 
pattu, where it stül prevailed at the end of the year. 171 head of nattle (65 buffaloes and 106 black 
cattle) were affected, of which 139 recovered, 18 died, and the remaining 14 remained unoured at the 
end of the year.

TV.— P̂olice and Crime,
1. The Trincomalee police force is up to its full sanctioned strength of 1 Sub-Inspector,

2 sergeants, and 15 men. The staff is, on the whole, well disciplined and smart, and. received’ihe 
commendation of the Hon. the Chief Justice on the occasion of the Supreme Court Sessions in Trincomalee 
iu March.

2. The district is not a criminal one, and the knife is very rarely used. One murder occurred 
during the year at Kinniyai. The case is still sub judice.

3. The police force is fully occupied in beat and patrol work in Trincomalee town, in enforcing 
the Vehicles Ordffiance and road regulations, in dealing with the stray cattle nuisance, and other statutory 
offences.

4. The Police Magistrate, Mr. W. G. Vallipuram, reports as follows :—
There were 67 cognizable eases during 1917, of wMeh 24 eases turned out to be serious, as against 

23 last year, Conviotions were as folIoTO :—1 for murder, 1 for house-breaking, 2 for hurt with knife, 1 for \ 
theft, and 1 for attempting to fabricate false evidence. In one ease of mischief by fire the accused (a woman) 
was found to be insane. In three house-breaking eases and one thèft case the offenders were imdeteeted. 
The total number of institutions during the year was 744, as against 761 in 1916, 822 in 1915, and 554 in 1914.

5. !ti,the civil courts work was expeditiously dealt with, and the number of pending cases at 
the end of the_yeai’ was 41 (5 in the District Court and 36 in the Court of Requests). At the end of 1915 
and 1916 the pumbers were 93 and 36, respectively.

, V.—Local Government and  E ducation .
,1 .  The reports on the working of the Local Board and District Road Committee are embodied 

as appendices at the end of this report.
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2. Village Tribunals.—The President of the Village Tribunals of this district has six circuit 
courts: a t Mutur and Ichchilampattai in.Koddiyar, Kovilkudiyiruppu in Tamblegam, Nilaveli and Tiriyai 
in Kaddukulam pattu  east, and Madawachchi in Kaddukulam pattu  west. 1,857 cases (628 civil and ' 
1,229 eriruinal) were instituted during the year. On December 31 12 civil and 259 criminal cases were 
pending. There were 31 appeals to  the Assistant Government Agent, of which 12 cases were set aside. 
In  one appeal to His Excellency the Governor in Executive Council the decision of the President and of 
the Assistant Government Agent was confirmed.

3. Village Committees.— T̂he Village Committee tax of 50 cents hi lieu of labouf was system­
atically collected this year for the first time, and has enabled considerable improvements to be made to 
village sanitation. W ith the assistance of Government grants, a number of wells were taken in hand 
duriug the year. The following statement shows expenditure under this head :—

Paid out of 
Government 

Funds.

Madawachohi well in Kaddukulam pattu west 
Gomarankadawela well in Kaddukulam pattu west « 
Puhnoddai well (incomplete) in Kaddukulam pattu east 
MaUikaittivu well in Koddiyar pattu 
Menkamam well in Koddiyar pattu

Bs. 0 . 
250 0
350 0
425 0 
127 47

Gansabhawa 
Funds. 

Bs.

Total.

c.

162 20 
559 3

0.Bs.
250 0 
350 0 
425 0 
289 67 
559 3

Total ..1 ,152 -47 721 23 . 1,873 70

4. A statement of revenue and expenditure of the. Village Committees is appended
Receipts. Rs. c. Expeudituee. Rs. c.

Balance on December 31, 1916 632 24 Salaries of clerks and messenger 765 0
Village Tribunal fines 1,102 61 Salaries of watchers 370 0
Bents . . 140 9 Hire for scavenging contractor, Mutur . . 377 10
Cattle fees ' 14 0 . Travelling allowance to clerk v . 90 0
Grazing fees 450 3 Village works c 988 43
Communal collections 2,390 0 Commission to Police Vidhans for re-
Miscellaneous (fines imposed on peon and covering Village Committee tax 105 64

watchers) , , 3 50 Refund of advance to Government Agent,
Eastern Province 500 0

Stationery and printed forms 201 13
Refunds of fines in Village Tribunal cases 20 0

- Tom-tom fees 19 75
Furm’ture 6 85
Balance on December 31, 1917 1,288 57

Total ... •4,732 47 Total . . 4,732 47

5. The local Village Committees are practically dormant, and take little or no interest in the 
administration of their funds or the improvement of their subdivisions. I t  is doubtful whether a majority 
of the committeemen can even read and write. Village Committee affairs in this district must be 
administered from the Kachcheri for many years to come. The district outside Trincomalee towgids 
not'ripe for self-government even on the smallest scale.

6. Education.—^There are 48 schools in the town and district, their grouping being aa follows:—
Boys. Girls. Mixed. Total. Average Attendai 

Boys. Girls.
Wesleyan Mission 3 4 .. 17 . 24 . .  691 . 278
Roman Catholic Mission . .  2 2 8 . 12 . .  461 . 206
Hindu ■ •) 2 . . — .. — . 2 ... 84 . —
Muhammadan (Koran) . . ■ — . . — 2 2 ..  43 . . 17
Buddhist 2 . — . — . 2 9 . . —
Government . . 3 . . — . 3 . 6 . 250 . . 23

The schools under the first three headings are grant-in-aid institutions.
7. The district is fairly well served as regards schools, except Tamblegam pattu, where a new 

sclibol is needed a t Kantalai or Peratuveli, and a larger school is required a t  Tamblegam village, which 
is a t  present served by a C school only. A new school has been opened by the Roman Catholic Mission 
a t Alankeni.

8. The Town Schools Ordinance was proclaimed this year in Trincomalee town. An attendance 
officer has been appointed, and a census of children taken. I t  speaks well for the progress of the Trinco­
malee townsmen that the number of children not receiving any education is only 100, though education 
has not been compulsoiy in the town in the past.

9. A new tiled building, including teacher’s quarters and kitchen, was put up by the District 
School .Committee a t Gomarankadawela in Kaddukulam pattu  west for the Government vernacular

X school, a t a cost of Rs. 1,850.
VI.—I eeigatioít. . ,

1 . A -Major Works.— T̂he major irrigation works of the district were maintained in good order by 
the Irrigation Department.

2. Two most important extension schemes are under investigation. The first— t̂he AUai 
extension scheme—^provides for irrigation of a large area of Koddiyar p a ttu  by channels from the Kallaru, 
which is fed by the Verukal river. The gaugings taken a t the Verukal loop show th a t the water supply 
throughout the year was more than sufficient for the scheme. The second scheme is for the extension 
and improvement of irrigation under Kantalai. The ultimate success of these schemes will depend 
entirely on the attitude of the proprietors of land benefited by them, but they can hardly be so shortsighted 
and blind to their own interests as to fail to fall in with the proposals of Government when they  are put 
before them.
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3. Cultivation.—6,585 acres were cultivated and 6,246 acres reaped under major works tMs year, 
the harvest being generally good. This is partly due to more favourable weather, and partly to the 
careful supervision of the Divisional Irrigatioii Engineer, Mr. J . "H. Eraser.

•4. Village Tanks.— În Kaddukulam west pattu the village tanks were maintained in good order 
and earthwork was well done. The Siahalese inhabitants of this district are industrious, and realize 
the value of their village tanks.

5. In Koddiyar pattu conditions áre very different, but, owing to the appointment of a separate 
kaddu kangany to supervise minor worls in this pattu and stricter supervision, some improvement has 
been made, and better work has been done than for many years previously. If the Chief Headman of 
the pattu were more energetic in visiting these tanks and imposed heavier penalties for default, progress 
would be more satisfactory. As it is, defaulters are very lightly dealt with, and earthwork and clearing 
of ant-hills is neglected. I  hope in eomse of time to hftve a separate Irrigation Inspector in charge of 
village taliks. Until then much progress cannot be expected.

6. The total area cultivated under minor works was 953 acres, and total area reaped 948 acres. 
In addition, 1,912 acres were cultivated for rmnavari (rain water) cultivation. The total area cultivated 
in the district is therefore 9,456' acres.

7. I  am indebted to Mr. J. H. Eraser, Divisional Irrigation Engineer, for his adyice and assistance 
in the improvement of village tanks.

8. The receipts and expenditure of the Irrigation Eine Eund are shown in thè appended table.:—
Major Works,

R e c e i p t s .

Balance on January 1, 1917 
Receipts during 1917

Total

R e c e i p t s .

Balance on January 1, 1917 
Receipts during 1917

Total

Rs. c. ExpendittjeS;. Rs. 0 .
334 89 Repairs to Kallaru bridge 271 61
576 75 Cost of constructing six bridges over Mutjir

channel 120 0
Cost of printed forms . .  . .  
Tom-tom fees for pubKshing cultivation

9 66

-meetings under major worte . . . 45 29
Seizure fees paid to VanpJahS 94 25
Cost ef fencing due to Vaddai Vitanai . . r 0
Dalance on December 31, 1917 399 84

911 64 Total . . 911 64

Village Works.
Rs. c. E xpeedituee. Rs. c.

1,028 98 Repairs to Kivulakadawa, MbdaWaehchi, 
Qomaranbadaweia, and Anaifcalkulam . 

Surveys to Periyanaintakulam» KfinbuT- 
pitiyawa» Divukiwa, and Adftmpane

909 73 454 0

tanks
Cost of transporting cement pipes to

123 68

village tanks 60 25
Cost of printed forms and stationery 43 74
Cost ef making cement pipes 12 5
Cost of two tape boxes . .
Salaries of two kaddu kangaffies for the

8 88

year 1917 280 0
Balance on December 31, 1917 956 11

1,938 >1 Total . . 1,938* 71

VII.—LaU». -
1. IjanA Sales.—Owing to the restriction of land sales, only 55 acres were sold in the course of

this year. In 1915 and 1916 the sales were 1,590 and 439 acres, respectively. The proposed new leasing 
system is not popular in this district, owing chiefly to the conservatism of the peoplô and their ignorance 
of the details of the system. For some years to come thè development of land in this district is likely 
to be considerably retarded till the villager’s distrust of iftnovations is broken dotshl ahd the advantages 
of the system come to be apprepiated. The issue of a Clovpïliment leaflet in the Veiuâoular explaining 
the system and its advantages is, I  think, very necessary. ’ >

2. Leases.—The three large leasehold properties h-èlÆ by the Trincomalee Estates, Ltd., brought 
in a revenue of Rs-. 770'25. Two of these leases termiüàtèd this year and were not renewed. A large 
number of small lots, chiefly for agricultural purposes,^ are rented out on annual pônûits. The revenue 
derived from themwasRs. 927‘75. The addition of the amounts realized by rent Of chepas and of koddu 
(fish-curing shed) sites brings the total revenue under Rent of Lands up to Rs. 2,837, about Rs. 800 less 
than last year. The decrease is tnainly due to the smaller acreage cultivated under c hèna permits this year.

3. Chenas'-—Owing to the successful paddy crops this year, chena cultivation was not indis­
pensable. The re-afforestation scheme tried this year was unpopular, necessitating as it did the signing 
of an agreement and more systematic cultivation, with the rèsult that only one person was wiUiug to 
take out a chena license on these tçrms. The matter is more fully dealt with in Section X II. In  the 
Vedda «ullages and a few villages of Kaddukulam east, where chena cultivation is almost always 
indispensable, licenses were issued without restriction. 4-t the end of August licenses to gfow food 
stuffs on Crownchenaswereofferedatarentalof 50 c,énts per half acre, but as heavy rain fell throughout 
September apd the weather was generally unseasonable the vegetation was too wet to be-burnt off.

4. Peari Fishery.— lease of the northern portion of the Tamblegam bayr which brings in 
Rs. 3,000 annually,*expired on December 31. The leasb of the southern portion has Still a year to run. 
The renter has undoubtedly made substantial profit from his venture. I  have no doubt tha t the fishery, 
if it were efficiently supervised and worked by Government, would prove a valuable source of revenue. 
A large staff of incorruptible watchers or pearl fishery constables would be required to cope with the 
predatory Malays of Kiimiyai, who fuake their living out of the fishery, and have no scruples in the matter 
of poaching, but the outlay would be well repaid.
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5. Mneroachments.—The system .introduced by me last year of inspection of preliminary plans 
in the field was continued, and resulted in the discovery of numerous encroachments on river and streapi 
reservations and other Crown land, which had escaped the notice of headmen and Forest Department 
offieers. The headmen are now becoming more familiar with survey plans, and considerable progress 
has been made in the course of the year. Among the headmen, thè .Udaiyar of Kaddukulam east pattu 
has been especially commended for good work in this direction.

V III.—P ublic W orks.
1. The most needed pubhc works are central dispensaries and apothecaries’ quarters a t IchcMlam- 

pattai in Koddiyar pattu  and Gomarankadawela in Kaddukulam west. In both these districts parangi 
and anchylostomiasis are prevalent, and the need for dispensaries was recognized many years bfick. 
The Medical Department was authorizied to provide dispensers, but no dispensaries have yet been built.

2; On fee main roads improvemeirts are needed to  the three dangerous comers a t  Uppuveli 
(2^ mile Nila veli road), Kanchimadam (1J  mile Kandy road), and a t the 63^ milepost on the Coast road.
A bridge is needed across the Verukal-aru, and a permanent iron structure>to replace the wooden bridge 
a t  the mile on the Nila veli road. Galas should be provided on the Kandy road.

3. The following a^icultural and minor roads are in urgent need of improvement ;—
(i.) The Sinhalese section road- from 17| mile, Anuradhapura road, to Thiyai through 

* Kaddukulam west.
(ii.) The Tamblegam-Kalipanchan-Kinmyai agricultural road.
{iii.) Perattuveli-Kàntàlai agricultural road.
A new agricultural road from Tamblegam through Puttanai to the Kandy road near thè 

17th milepost is required.
4. A new resthouse or hotel should be built in Triñcomalee, which is becoming a “ fashionable 

seaside resort.”
6» Provision haa been made in the 1317-18 Estimates for fee construction of quarters for the 

Salt Storekeeper, Nila veli, and the work is in hand now. The ferry approaches in the North Coast road 
are being improved. A netr record press has been fitted up in the Kachcheri.

IX.—Salt.
«■ E  Manufacture.— salt manufacture this year brought in 43,750 cwt., a somewhat disappoint­

ing result, considering the prospects a t  the beginning of July, Notwithstanding the efforts of the Chief 
Headman, the Salt Storekeeper, and myself, manufacturers were late in starting' work in real earnest, 
and it Was not till July 20 that the accretions were sufficiently far advanced for collection to  start. Even 
feen  sòme pan owners delayed to start collecting, in the hope of further accretions. The promise of a ' 
bonus oj 5 cents for every hundredweight collected before July 31 saved the situation, and 35,200 cwt. 
were on the pan borders before that date. On August 1 heavy rain began to fall and continued for some 
days, with the rettdt that only 14,500 cwt. of dirty salt was collected in August, and over 20,000 cwt. of 
salt reinaitfing in  fee pans Was completely destroyed. Had the manufacture begun earlier, a t  least 
75,00# ewt. shouli have boeà collectèj. Owing to  the unseasonable rains in August and September a 
second collection was impossible.

2. Radical changes are veiy necessary in the Nilaveli salt industry, which I  commented on a t 
some length in my last Administration Report. The main difficulty is that the salterns are privately 
ownej, and that Government can exercise no compulsion. , Self-interest should be a sufficient spur to 
the pan owners, but the lack of interest and of energy displayed by most of them is remarkable. There 
are a feV notable exceptions. I  am* a® I  write, a t Nilaveh, where I  have just held a meeting of salt pan 
owners to discuss and settle the dates and details of manufacture for 1918. Messrs. S. Kf^nagasingam 
and S. Murugappàt—public-spirited men, who always take an interest m their pans—attended, wife two 
other pan owners who live in Nilaveli. Total : four pan owners 1 The remaining forty were conspicuous 
by their absence. I t  is no exaggeration to  say that some pan owners never pome near their pans till 
their salt is coUeoted on fee platforms.

3. Targe quantities of 'natural salt formed in Petiya Karachchi and elsewhere, and had to be 
destroyed in theintm ests of the salt revenue, aS it would ttofr have paid Govermneut to Collect it. I  am 
confident that salterns could be established and Worked with profit in some-oi these Karaehehis: They 
would be owned and run to regulation hy Government, without the intervention of pan owners to exploit 
the manufacturers. The whole question needs thorough investigation by experts.

, ‘ X,-*-ExcisE,
1. Distribution of Taverns,— are eléven arraCk taverns and eight toddy taverns in the 

district. The latter figure includes two new taverns opened this year a t Mutur in Koddiyar pa ttu  and 
Kudampuli in Tamblegarn*

2. There are two retail “ off ” foreign liquor shops and one beeVand porter shop, all inTrincomalee 
town. The third retail “ off” license, belonging to the Trincomalee Estates Company, was surrendered 
during fee year.

3., Hours of S a le .^—^ e  hours of sales for arrack taverns were fixed a t 8 a .m . to  6.30 p .m . from 
October 1, and the toddy tavern hours are to  be similar when the next rent period begins. The change 
led to a fall m fee arrack rent, which was Rs. 33*553, as against Rs. 42,555 for the last ren t period, but 
has not resulted during the three months October-December in any decrease of consumption, the figures 
being 1,427 gallons for October-December, 1916, and 1,777 gallons for October-December, 1917;

4. Excise Qjgfemces.—Illicit toddy tapping is imknown in this district. There are very few cases,
of illicit sale of artaek. A habitual offender was recently detected by the Excise Department, and fined 
heavily on conviction in the Police Court. ,

5. The chief illicit traffic which fee Excise officers have to  deal with in this district is in ganja. 
Despite several prosecutions, ganja is still freely Used, especially in the Moorish villages. I t  is probably 
cultivated iu the less frequented parts of Koddiyar and Tamblegam pattus.

6. A curious case occurred recently, in which information was given to  the Excise.Inspector 
th a t ganja was to be found in a certain house. The persistence of his informant aroused hiU suspicions, 
and he called ini the aid of the police sergeant. The movements of the informant and his accomplices

■ increased the suspicions of the officers, and just before reaching the house to be raided they searched
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the person of one of the emissaries provided by the informant and found on hirn some packets of ganja, 
wjuch ivould doubtless have been found ” a few nioments later in the suspected house but for the 
smartness and honesty of the Inspector and sergeant. The informant and his accomplices were 
convicted for attempting to fabricate false evidence and sentenced to  various terms of imprisonment.

X I.— ^WoiiKltliQ OB' L i OENSINQ AND 5 tHES ORDINANCES.
1. The hew Ordinances in respect of firearms and-vehicles were strictly enforced.
2. The following is a statement of licenses issued-in*1916 and 1917 :—

Licenses- Number. Revenue, 1917. Licenses. Niunber. Revenue, 1917.
1916. 1917. Rs. 0 . 1916. 1917. Rs. c.

Carta 447 .. 454 .. 1,863 0 Explosives .. 5 . 6 7 50
•Boats . 2 .. 77 231 0 Butchers . .. 3 . 2 10 0
Giins 389 .. 502 909 50
Game ■ 42 .. 49 245 0 Total ..  3,607 50
Dogs 741 .. 796 251 50

,  3. The large increase in the number of boats licensed is due to  the owners of boats engaged for
hire in the Tamblegam pearl fishery being compelled to take out licenses in 1917.

4. The fall in gun licenses is accounted for by .surrenders of firearms and'renewals of licenses
elsewhere. The balance defaulters are being dealt with. w

5. Three free licenses to shoot rogue elephants were issued during the year, but the rogues 
apparently got wind of the fact and vanished.

6. 212 dogs were shot by the police. The homeless pariah is still a nuisance in many pafts, but 
want of funds has saved many from destruction.

7. Cattle branding was carried on during the yéar with increased, but still insufficient, activity, 
and 4,520 head were branded, as against 1,365 last year. I t  is estimated that 13,036 head still remain 
unbranded.

X II.— F̂orest Admiristbation.
1. Forest Bevenue.—Sales of forest produce realized Rs. 5,000. Composition fines for forest 

offences and permit fees bring the total forest revenue np to Rs. 6,337’ 75. Rs. 4,864'03 represents thè 
value of free grants of timber, and Rs. 49,173’71 the royalty on supplies to Government Departments.

2» Offences^—^Numerous encroachments on river and stream reservations were detected by me 
on circuit. I t  would repay the forest officers the time and trouble involved in hunting fon similar 
encroachments .themselves. '  ■*

3. Be-afforestation.—^Attempts were made to introduce the chena re-afforestation system, and a 
start was made in Toppur and Kiliveddi, where some illicit clearers who had done great dajnage to  valuable 
timber in 1916 were let off lightly pn condition that they re-afforested these chenas. The Toppur phenas 
are doing well ; but a t Kiljveddi—always a stiff-necked and independent village—the defaulters have 
gone on strike a.nd flatly refused to do any further re-afforestatioh Work, or to pay compensation for the 
damage done by them over a year ago.

4. I t  was notified a t the end of last year that all chena petmits issued this year would be subject 
to re-afforestation agreemehts.. The result is tha t only one such license, in addition to the special cases 
referred to above, has been issued. The villager in this district is indolent ahd independent. !Ke has 
sufficient energy to get a chena permit, light a toatch, and. set fire to a> weH-drfed piece of jungle. Sprinkle 
a few seeds around, and sit a t home till he can gather in the produce. When he is asked thoroughly to 
weed his chena, to plant timber seeds given him by the Forest Department ip orderly rOWs, to water and 
protect them, and to bestow some Care and attention to the young shoots, he finds chena cultivation too 
arduous for him !

• X H I.— Ĥaebotje.
1. Mr. W. Mannings,- invalided from the Navy, assumed duties as Superintendent of Lighthouses 

in March.
2. The working of the Foul Point light was found unsatisfactory, tfie bearings of tfie present 

revolving gear not jiaving been renewed for about forty years. An estimate for repairs was sanctioned 
by Government, and the light is to be temporarily shut down early in 1918.

3. The harbour buoys were replaced by a very serviceable second-iiaud set a t comparatively 
small expense.

4. The signal station a t Fort Frederick was provided with new sets of inteinational code ^ g s . -
5. The chief requirements for the harbour are
(i.) A jetty a t Back Bay, where landing is very di^cult on storiny days in the soutfi-west monsppn.
(ii.) A motor launch for the Master Attendant’s Department.
(iii.) A permanent boat-house to replace the present jungle tfinberand cadjan shanty.

XlV.-^ONca^nsION,
1. The administration of a district mhSt depend to a very great extent on the Chief and minor 

headmen. The minor headmen of this district, with a few exceptions, are insufficiently educated to 
locate a survey plan on the ground and to understand the compie^ mass of rules and regulations they 
are supposed to enforce, and the'chief headmen are thereby handicapped in the efficient execution of their 
duties. No more suitable type of men is available fpr the Police Vitanaiships ; in fact, it is becommg 
exceedingly difficult to fill the posts a t all. The old system of unpaid mmor headmen seems to  be fast 
breaking down, while present conditions demand a highly trained and well-paid subordinate official to 
take iheir pjace in the scheme of administration. Among the chief headmen, Mr. A. Muttucumaru,

• Chief. Headman of Kaddukttlam east pattu, has done very good work m the course of the year.
' 2. T6 Mr. W. J. Price, District Engmeer, and Mr. J . H. Praser, Divisional Irrigation Engineer,
I  am muchhndebted for advice and assistance m matters connected with pubMo works and irrigation.

‘ 3. The Xachcheri staff has worked weU. Particular mention should be made of Mr. A. Visva- 
nadhan, B.A., 'my* highly efficient Head Clerk, and Mr. K. Somasunderam, the Land Clerk, who has 
laboured wilhngly and a t high pressure to cope with the large increase of work mvolved in the systematic 
pursuit of encroachments on Ckown lands now in progress m this district.

Ìrincomaleé Kachcheri» S. WODEMAN,
January 25,1918. Assistant Government Agent,.

9(1)18 .
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APPENDIX.
4 ^

I.—EEPOKT OF THE CHAIRMAN* LOCAL BOARD, TEINCOMALEE, FOR 1917:

The Board consisted of the following membera at the end of 1917 :— M̂r. 6. S. Wodeman, Assistant 
Government Agent; Mr. W. J. Price, District Engiaeer; Dr. F. E. R. Bartholomeusz; Mr. M. M. 
Subramaniam ; Mr. S. Thyagaraja; and Mr. S. Visvalingam.

2. The following are the usual annual statements for the year :— ^

A.—Comparative Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for the Years 1916 and 1917.’
1916. 1917. 1916. 1917.

Revenue, Rs. c. Rs. c. E xpendetubh. . Rs. 0 . Rs. 0.
Taxes .. . . 8,334 91 .. 9,071 30 Interest and sinking fund
Licenses ..  2,098 25 2,100 75 on loan 1,510 0 . .  J.,510 0
Rents .. .. 3,484 49 4,099 65 Cost of administration .. 3,994 13 .. 6,263 34
lines» .. 604 26 393 75 Education ---- 124 18
Mseellaaeous, 1,480 38 .. 1,720 47 Sanitation 5,591 13 . 5,281 6

Lighting l29 96 —
Police . . 87 90 62 89

‘ Public works 
♦

4,964 28 1. 3,972 66

16,002 28 17,385 92 16,277 40 16,214 3
Balance on January 1 ..  3,602 79 .. 3,227 67 Balance on December 31 3,227 67 • . .  4,399 66

Total ..  19,506 7 20,613 69 Total . . 19,605 7 20,613 59

B.—Comparative Statement of the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance for 1916 andJ917.

Is
2.

3.

4.
5.

Population of local area by latest Census. 
Number of resident males by the divisioj 

officers’ lists reported liable to labour . 
Discharged obligation within local area b y -  

la) Paying single commutation
(6) Paying double commutation
(c) Labouring six days
(d) Labouring twelve days 

Total discharged obligation

area, but otherwise accounted for
(e) Exempted on account of age, d$ath, 

disquaJifioation, or physic^.! in­
ability to work . .

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 
(gr) Double entries . .  - 
(A) Fined
(i) Imprisoned 
(D'Left local area

8. Total failed to discharge obligation Witbin 
local area

7. Unaccounted for

1916.
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

1917. *
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head-2.

— 8,837 — — 8,837 —

~ 2,636 — . — 2,706 —

2,086 79'17 2,'l92 81-qi
39 1-48 • 41 1-51
1 •04 ■ •t07

2,126 80-69 fie. so

*
C

55 2-09 36 ¥■ 1-33
291 11-04 296 10-94

19 •72 24 ‘ -89
2 •08 1 •04
3 •11 — r

139 6-28 l i e - > 4-21

609 19-32 471 17* AlA  ̂ A L
— — .

C.-*-»Statefflient of Loan.
•»

Year in 
which the 
Loan was 

raised.

t

Original 
Amount of 

Loan.

Present 
Amount of 

Loan.
Rate et 

Sinking Fund.

*

Rate of 
Interest.

Annual 
Amount 

payable for 
ffinking 
Fund.

r *■
Annual 

' Amount 
payable for 
Interest.

Date when loan 
will be 

extinguished.

Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. c.
c

1894 3,000 0 c
1896 3,000 0  ̂ 16,600 0 2 per cent. Bi per cent. 412 50 577 50 0 siov. 30, l929

1904 12,000 0 •

1909 — 8,000 0 2 per cent. 4J per cent. 160 0 360 0 N ov.‘30, 1929
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3. The. revenue of the Board amounted to Rs. 17^385"92, being Rs, 1,383’64 in excess of
that for the previous year, the increase being chiefly under^Taxes, Cart Licenses, Market Rents, and 
Conservancy Fees. « ^

4. The expenditure was Rs. 16,214, and was nearly equal to that of 1916.
5. Scavenging, latrine conservancy, and other sanitary measures were carried on satisfactorily, 

and the by-laws enumerateCLm the last year’s report Were enforced as much as possible.
6. Latrine conservancy was satisfactorily ca,rried out. The number of private dry-earth buckets 

conserved by  the Board coolies rose from 95 to 110,*'besidfes 82 buckets in public latrines.
7. The roads and drains were maintained in good order. The gravelling of roads was not taken 

up, but Birch street was track metalled at a  cost of Rs. 730. . I t  is proposed to gravel aU the roads in 
1918, and also to track metal the principal roads in the order of importance.

8. The work on town survey is stiU in progress, 'and the scheme for improving the drainage of 
the town is awaiting its completion.

9. AH the public weUs in charge of the Local Board were brought into conformity with the 
by-}a;ws of the Board at a cost of nearly Rs. 400.

10. The market building at Big bazaar, which was originally a military school, was improved 
and converted into a proper market at a cost of about Rs. 200.

11. The military buildings on Rifle green were taken over, improved, and utilized for keeping 
stores and housing the scavenging and conservancy carts.

12. A by-law fixing the rate of hire for buggy carts and another for marking and registration,
of graves in cemeteries were passed during the year. v

13. A by-law prohibiting the use of dirty gunny bags in front of boutiques is awaiting the sanction
of Government. ' •

14. - A careful census of children of school-going age in the town was taken, and it was found 
that only about 100 children •%’ere not attending any schools. Steps are being taketf to enforce their 
attendance.

15. The Board invested a sum of Rs. 1,000 in the Ceylop Government War Loan.
\ 16. Four meetings of the Board were held during tlfe y w .

Triacomalee, January 25,1918. G. S. WOPEMAN, 
Caiairman.

II.—REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN. DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE, TRINCOMALEE, FO § 1917.

The members of the District Bond Committee during 1917 were as follows ^Mrt G. S. Wodeman, 
Assistant Government Agent, Chairman; Mr. G. Gilchrist, pistrict Engineer, succeeded by Mr. A. S. 
Barker, who in turn was succeeded by Mr. W. J. Price in April; Mr. J . H. Fraser, Divisional Irrigation 
Engineer, European Member; Mr. S. Visvalingam, Burghei Member ; apd Mr. A. Muttukristna, Tamil 
Member. The latter’s death in November left the Tamil MemberiShip vacant, and Mr. S. Thyagaraja 
was elected in his place in December.

2. There ,Was no change in the staff during the year tmder review.
3. One meeting was held during the year on FebiTiary 1* Duripg the rest of the year minute 

papers were, as usual, circulated amongst the membeis, thete being insufficient biminess to necessitate 
calling theffijtogether.

4-. A comparajiive statement of the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance for 1916 and 1917 
is annexed. The resmts this year are very satisfactory. The percentage of effectives iu the district 
is 91’ 19, as compared with 88’ 58 in 1916. There is ah ificteaSe of 233 in the number of persons liable 
for labour.

Comparative Staitement of the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance for 1916 and 1917.

1. Population of local area by latest Census
2. Number of resident males by the division

officers’ lists reported liable to labour
3. Discharged obligation within local area by—

[a). Paying single commutation 
(h)' Paying double commutation
(c) Labouring six days ..
(d) Labouring twelye days »

4. Total discharged obligation.
5. Failed to discharge obligation within local

area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death, 

’ disqualification, or physical in
ability to work ..

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere
(g) Double entries or entries by mistake.
(A) Fined ̂
{%) Imprisoned^
(/) Left local area

6. ' Total failed to discharge obligation within
local area

7. Unaccounted for

1916.
Percentf^e 
On fifumber 

under 
Head 2.

1917.
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

— 20,314 — — 20,314

— 6.497 — , — 6,730 —
4,720

56
93

4,839

85-87 
' ,  D02  

1-69

88-58

5,117 
76 
23 

• 9
6,226

89-30 
1-33 

, -40 
•16 

91-19

167
314

9
50
16
72

628

3-04
5-71

•16
•91
•29

1-31

1D 42

80
- 338 

18 
4

66
506

1-46
6-90

•31
•07i

1-13

8-81
■-- — —  » ' ---
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'  5. Besthouses.— T̂h« new resthous® at Mutur^was built and completed during the year and was
. opened on December 1., I t  supplies a lohg-felt want, as, since the demolition of the old Mutur resthoi^se, 
there has been no resthouse on the Coast roa<I between Trincomalee and Katkaveli, a distance pf 40 miles. 
The situation of the new resthouse on th© shore of Koddiyar Bay and the view from the verandah is 
-admirable. TheTrineomalee resthouse V as leased out on Decemiber I  for a  period of four years at an 
annual rentaljof Rs. 909. ' -

6. Boads.—The policy introduced in 1915 of dbvoting surplus funds to permanent improvements 
of each road in turn, leaving only a bar© minimum for maintenance of the other roads, was continued 
during the year. The Kuchohaveli-Tiriyai road was continued towards Pudavaikaddu Malai Mukattu- 
varam, and a horse ferry boat provided at the riverr A further portion of the Sampur-Mutur trace 
was gravelled, and next year should see the completion of this important road. Work was started on 
the improvement of the Sampaltivu road* which also should be completed in 1918.

7. The usual statements of revenue and expenditure on minor roads and resthousea for 1917 
are annexed.

Statement of Revenue and Expenditure for 1917.

Eevenue.
A.—Resthousea,

Resthouse collections 
Provincial Road Committee grant 

towards salary of resthouse- 
keepers

Amount apportioned toresthouses 
out of road tax collections . .  

Sale of resthouse furniture 
provincial Road Dommittee grant 

towmds resthouse equipment..  
Deposit for tender forms re 

Trincomalee reslhouse lease . .

Amount. Total. 
Rs. c. Rs. c.

1,269 39

200 0

833 SO 
17 6

260 0

200 0

B.—Roads. 4*
Road tax recovered in  money . .  8,034 
Value of Road Ordinance labour 61 
Government subsidy in lieu of

Committee’s contribution to
main roads . . .  . .  2,600

Government grant in aid of Foul 
Point road . .  . . 1 0 0

Government grant in aid of Coast 
road . .  . .  1,202 0

Miscellaneous . .  . .  1 26
Pension contributions . .  19 20

2,769 95

1
50

0

0

11*917 96

Refund of advance

Balance on January 1, 1917

14,087 n  
600 0

15,187 91
3,261 58

18,489 49

Bxpenditubb.
A.—Resthomes. 

Salaries of resthouse keepers 
Resthouse coolies and dhobies 
Conservancy 
Miscellaneous 
Audit 
Buildings 
Equipment 
N'ew works

-Amount. Total,
Rs. 0 . Rs. c.
382 60 
171 66 
36 0 

176 83 
25 50 

639 53 
634 47 

2,801 53

240
161

40
68

456
19
73

833
179

3,165

Advance .. ’

Balance onDecemKjpr 31,. 1 91*7..

4,768 2

978 0 
682 85

B.—Roads,
Pay of establishment 
Commission to division ofiScers 
Travelling allowance to Superin­

tendent of Minor Roads 
Stationery and printed forms 
Audit
Miscellaneous 
Ferrymen 
Ferry boats 
Tools
Payment to the Treasury on 

account of principal roads . .  2,594 0 
Amoimt apportioned to rest- 

houses out of road tax  
Minor roads (maintenance)
New works

0
78
23
81
0

50
80

50
50
92
-  9,493 89

14,261 91
- 600 0

14,761 91
‘ 3,677 58

18,439 
—'V*'-----

49

Statement of Expenditure on Minor Roads for 1917.

Name of Road. Mileage. Amount.
0.

Sampur-Kalkuda road . .  1 . . 34 50
Mallibaittivy. road ..  2 . . 27 0
Hot Wells road.. i  . . 88 0
Sinhalese section road ..  2 0 i . . 30 0
Kuchchaveli-Tiriyai road .. 20 . . l . l l l 25

Name of Road^ Mileage.

Sampur-Mutur road . .  9
Perry boat for Judayaikkaddu

Mukattuvaraip,  ̂ . .  —

Total . .  52J

Amount 
Es. c.

1,267,48 

-»'787 19 

3,346 42

Trincomalee, January 23, 1918. G. s;-w odem an , ,
,'Ghainnan;
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. NOETH-W E8TEEN PEOVIN CE.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT OP THE GOVERNMENT AGENT, NORTH-WESTERN
PROVINCE, FOR 1917.

I .— H i STOEY o f  ADMmiSTEATION.

Me . N. M. B habtjoh a , Police Magistrate, Kurunegala, was, on bis transfer to Batticaloa, suooeede«J 
on January 8, 1917, by Mr. G. W. Biekmore, who left for MuJlaittivu in November, whSa ]VIr. Bharuojia 
was again appointed Magistrate at this station.

II.— P̂eincipaiì Events.
Affair was held a t the Mahgawa, Kumnegala, in November, 1917, in aid of the local branch of 

the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild, and realized Rs. 3,500.
In March an abnormal fall of immature nuts was observed in one of the coconut estates in the 

district, and leaf droop was noticed on several palms, some of which eventually died. This condition 
has been investigated by the Agricultural Department, and is attributed to the attack of a species of 
fungus known as Phytophthora.

III.— R̂evenue .
The revenue for the bnancial year 1916-17 amounted to Rs. 669,157, as against Rs. 693,148 

collected in the previous year, showing an increase of Rs. 76,009. The chief items of the increase were :—
Arrack, Rs. 103,124, due to the higher figure realized a t the sale of the 1916-17 rent.
Irrigation, Rs. 2,343, due to the recovery of arrears.
Fines and Forfeitures, Rs. 4,583.
There were decreases in the collections imder the heads of Stamp Duties and Rent of Lands. 

The decrease under the latter head was due to the termination of a lease of plumbago land in the previous 
financial year.

) IV.—^PooD Sotply.
In view of the increased cost of imported products and an anticipated shortage of food 

stuffs, the people were encouraged assiduously to  increase their cultivation of cereals and to extend their 
garden plots, and raise crops of chillies, onions, cummin, &c. Seeds were distributed by the Agricultural 
Department. The results were fairly satisfactory.

The paddy crop exceeded that of the previous year by 300,000 bushels, and other cereals increased 
by 70,000 bushels. The locally grown crops were sufficient to feed 260,000 persons, or approximately 
five-sixths of the population of the district. The balance required was obtained from India and the 
Anuradhapuia District.

Yarns and other vegetables were grown abundantly in chenas and in vifiage gardens.
Eresh fish is brought in ice daily from Mannar, Jaffna, and Colombo to Kurimegala railway station, 

and is sold in the villages within a radius of 10 miles of Kunmegala. Ksh is also obtained from Madampe, 
in Chilaw District, and carried by runners to Kuliyapitiya and other places 15 miles inland. Salt dried 
fish is largely^imported from Puttalam and elsewhere. Salt is obtained’ from Puttalam. Eish are also 
caught in the tanks and streams.

Beef and mutton are sold at Kurunegala and at several other centres indhe district.
’ There was no shortage of food and no distress, though the steady fall in the price of coconuts has 

afiected the spending po-Wer of’̂ the people. The coconut itself is a valuable food product, and lower 
prices have no doubt increased the local consumption.

The crop prospects‘for the mah» harvest of 1918 are good both for paddy and other cereals, and 
no -distress is anticipated.

’ V.—H ospitals, Sanitation, and  D isease .
. The general health of the people was fairly good. There was no epidemic. 3,749 persons were 

admitted to the hospitals at Kunmegala, Dandagamuwa, and Nikaweratiya, as against 3,823 in the 
previous yedr. 121,430 persons were treated a t the various dispensaries, a decrease of 61,530 from the 
figures for the previous years, or 33 per cent. Elephantiasis is prevalent in some parts of the district, 
especially in Katugampola hatpattu, and parangi is still widely distributed. The villagers are willing 
and even eager to submit to the injection treatment, but salvarsan is still unprocurable, and the substitutes 
are not sq satisfactory. Scavenging coolies are employed in the Polgahawela, Narammala, Giriulla, 
Pannala, Makandura, and Nikaweratiya bazaars and paid from Village Committee funds. The town of 
Kuliyapitiya was brought under the Small Towns Sanitary Ordinance with effept from January 1,1918.

9(1)18 .
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This bazaar is on flat ground and difficMt to drain; suitable building sites are not available; Government 
has approved of a scheme for the erection of all Government and Sanitary Board buildings on a piece pf 
Crown land 119 acres in extent within half a  mile of the present town limits. This reserve will be laid 
out as a model town. Kuliyapitiya is an important and growing centre, and the Police Court oi 
Dandagamuwa and other public institutions are a t present established there. Other bazaars, especially 
that of Polg^hawela, should be brought under the operation of the Small Towns Ordinance in the 
hear future.

VI;—Cattle.
Rinderpest appeared in Katugampola and Dewamedi hatpattus. There were in all 81 cases, of 

which 74 were fatal. Credit is due to the headmen for the restriction of the outbreak within narrow li:oiits. 
Precautionary measures taken by the Ratemahatmaya of the Wanni.were successful in preventing 
the spread of rinderpest from the Puttalam  District to the Wanni. There were sporadic outbreaks of 
hoof-and-mouth disease.

VII.— Êdtjoation. ■ ,
There are 66 Government and 75 grant-in-aid schools in  the district •, the to ta l 141 includes 13 

girls’, 60 mixed, and 3 carpentry schools. The total attendance on the last day of the year was 13,200, 
as compared with 10,263 in the previous year.

New schools were sanctioned a t Kudakatnoruwa and Nettipolagedara, and the buildings, estimated 
to cost Rs. 7,603, were nearing completion a t  the end of the year. Estimates for new school buildings 
a t Nakkawatta,Ma-eliya, and Dambadeniya, and for extensions a t  Pilessa and Gokarella were sanctioned 
and work on these school buildings, as well as on Meddegama and Moragene school bungalows 
sanctioned in 1916, was nearly finished a t  the close of the year.

The revenue of the District School Committee was Rs. 50,180; the expenditure on the work 
indicated above and on the upkeep of existing buildings amounted to Rs. 40;424, leaving a balance of 
Rs. 9,756 a t the end of the year.

The programme for 1918 includes a new school a t  Madahapola, a girls’ school a t Hettipola (near 
We-uda), a carpentryschool a t  Nikaweratiya, and latrines for Kuliyapitiya, Ibbagamuwa, and Hettipola 
(We-uda) schools.

V III.—Dogs.
9,357 dogs were registered, and 4,026 dogs are said to have been destroyed in the district in 1917. 

Rs. 4,391 were recovered on account of dog licenses issued and collars sold. There were two cases of 
rabies in the town of Kurunegala.

IX .— Âdministration of Estates.
Rs. 11,963 was recovered on account of estate duty, as compared with Rs. 6,364 in 1916. The 

increase is due to  the enhanced rate now charged.

X.— P̂ostal Facilities, &c.
A new receiving office was opened a t Horombawa, and that a t Godawela was closed. The installation 

of a telephone system between Kurimegala, Giriulla, Pannala, and Colombo was commenced. The 
sums deposited a t each of the Post Office Savings Banks in the district was considerably below the 
average. The to ta l deposits were Rs. 28,939, as compared with Rs. 52,365'75 in the previous year. 
The decrease is doubtless due to the depression in the copra trade.

e
XI.H—PouoB AND Crime.

Serious Grime.—1,158 oases of seHous crime were reported, of which 660 were found to  be true 
cases ; the corresponding figures for 1910 u*‘elie 1,057 and 537, respectively. The increase is probably 
due in'part to  the depression in the coConUt industry and the release from regular work of a certain number 
of coolies hitherto employed On cocbnut Cs1».tes, and in part to the activity of the Chilaw Police, which 
has driven bad characters over the border into the Kurunegala District.

Homicide.— 2̂1 cases of homicide Were reported, as compared with 9 in 1916; of the.se 21 cases, 
13 were classed as “ true,” 5 ended iU OOhviction, and 5 were pending a t the end of the year. ’

Oases of Hurt.—63 cases of gjieyous hurt were reported as compared with 46 in 1916, and 105 
kftle cases as compared with 123 in 1916.

Offences against Properiy.—̂ Comparative figures are given below :—

1916. 1917.
Total. True Oases. Total. True Oases.

Arson .. 46 12 47 23
Burglary 243 184 272 200 '
Cattle stealing 212 119 217 126
Bobbery 130 36 169 43
Theft (over Rs. 20) 191 100 201 126

Total .. 822 461 896 520

Burglary is still very prevalent; there were only 10 convictions out of 200 cases repoi?^ed as true. 
Out of 126 genuine cases of cattle theft, 26 ended in convictions. 16 cases of rape were repcirted; of these, 
6 were classed as true ; only 1 ease resulted in a conviction. '

The relations between the police and the headmen have been satisfactory on the whole. 
Nugawela Ratemahatmaya has done good work in connection with the suppression and detection of 
crime; and many minor headmen have received rewards, especially for the arrest of vagrants and ¡Suspicious 
characters.

    
 



Civil.] NCaiTH-WESTERN PROVINCE. F 3

XII.— V̂illage Tribtjnals and Village Woeks.
' ’ The total number of cases for disposal in 1917 in the six VUlage Tribunals in the district was 

15,906, viz., 7,280 civil and 8,626 criminal; of this total, 14,991 were disposed of in the course of the year. 
There were 335 appeals to the Government Agent, who affirmed the judgments of the Village Tribunals 
in 236 eases. There were 32 appeals to His Excellency the Governor in Executive Council, and the 
judgment of the Government Agent was upheld in 11 out of 13 civil cases, and 5 out of 19 criminal cases.

The revenue from all sources was Rs. 37,774, making with the balance of the previous year a total 
of Rs. 96,872 available for disbursement. The expenditure was Rs. 54,008, and included the following, 
in addition to the necessary outlay on account of staff and office expenses;—

Contribution to District School Committee 
School prizes 
School buildings

Bs.
2,825

478
4,154

Culverts, &c., on Gansabhawa roads 
Circuit courts for Eatemahatmayas

Rs.
8,551
1,799

Twenty-eight culverts were built or were in course of construction on Gansabhawa roads ; a 
temporary market was erected at Maho ; a gala was constructed in Dewamedi hatpattu ; 5 weUs were 
sunk in different places. There are 1,685 miles of Gansabhawa cart roads and 930 miles of village paths. 
A Superintendent of Village Works was appointed. Mr. A. B. Yatawara was transferred to this post 
from the Inspectorship of the Local Board.

X in .—Kandyan Maeeiagb Oedinance.
The number of Kandyan marriages registered in 1917 was 1,951, as against 1,476 in 1916 and 

2,688 in 1915. There were 161 divorces under the Ordinance, as against 149 in 1916.

XIV.—-LaiìI) Sales and Settlement.
The total area of land alienated by the Government Agent during the year 1917 wàS lj522 acres

3 roods W perches, of which an extent of 1,372 acres 1 rood 12 perches was sold or settled a t  »»average 
price of Rs. 23 • 92 per acre. The area for which certificates of quiet possession were issued. Was 150 acres 
1 rood 39 perches.

The total area sold and settled (otherwise than under the Waste Lands Ordinances) by the 
Settlement Officer in the Kurunegala District during the year 1917 was 3,516 acres 0 roods l l  perches 
a t an average price of Rs. 19 ’02 per acre.

The settlement of 85 villages was completed by the Land Settlement Department, and final 
reports were forwarded to the Surveyor-General for preparation of settlement plans. Tlie area settled 
during the year was 19,324 acres. An area of 10,604 acres was taken over from the Government Agent 
in January for settlement. I t  consists of surveyed claims scattered through all the liatpattus Of the 
district. Its settlement is in progress. Three reference cases under the Waste Lands Ordinances 
were instituted. In  two of them judgment for the Crown, with costs, was given. The remaining case 
awaits trial.

XV.—Raineapl and Ieeigation.
The rainfall registered at the Knrunegala observatory in 1917 was 83 "60 inches, the average for 

the five years from 1913 inclusive being 78’94 inches.
The Jepair of the Kospotu-oya afficut, which breached in the floods of 1913, was completed by • 

the end of the year, and the proprietors of lands benefited by it are liable to pay a rate of Rs. 4*11 per 
acre per annum for fifteen years in repayment of the cost of reconstruction, as well as a maintenance 
rate of 77 cents per acre per annum for five years. *5

There are 1,341 completed village tanks in the district, and 239 more are under restoration ; l84 
irrigation cases were disposed of in the course of the year, and the fines imposed amounted to Rs. 1,619. 
Rs. 1,185 was disbursed from the Irrigation Fine Funds on account of repairs to vjllagO tanks, and 
Rs. 1,885 on account of salaries.

Parts of the district are very dry, and some of the village tanks frequently fail to secure a sufficient ■ 
head of water. The construction of larger irrigation works is much needed.

XVJ.—Public Works,
A new dispensary a t Kurunegala hospital and a new Public Works Department office at 

Dandagamuwa were built during the year. The police barracks a t Kurunegala were completed. A site 
for a bungalow for the Superintendent of Police, Kurunegala, has been acquired, and a site has been 
selected for the construction of quarters for the Police Magistrate, Dandagamuwa. A police station 
and court-house should be built at an early date a t this important station.

XVII.—Forest Administration.
The timber sold during the year realized Bs. 14,090 ; the receipts under this head in 1916 amounted 

to Rs. 13,813. The value of the timber supplied to Public Departments was Rs. 35,449. On January 1, 
1917, there were 324 acres of forest plantations of teak, mahogany, jak, halmilla, &c., in the district ; 
and by the end of the year further re-afforestation operations had added some 160 acres to this extent.

0 XVIII.—Aeeack and Toddy.
There were ^4 arrack, 24 toddy, and 10 foreign Kquor taverns in existence during the year, i.e.,

4 arrack, 2 toddy, and 3 foreign liquor taverns less than in  the previous year.

February 28,1918.
BERTRAM HILL, 

Government Agent.
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APPENDIX.

I.—EEPORT- OF Th:e  LOQAL BOARD, KTJRITNEGALA, FOR 1917.

Constitution of the Soard.—During the year under review the Local Board of Kurunegala consisted 
of the Grovemment Agent {ex officio Chairman), the Provincial Engineer, the Provincial Surgeon, and the 
following Unofficial Members : Messrs. P. N. IDaniels, W. A. C. de Silva, and P. Tambiraja.

2. Nine meetings of the Board were held during the year. The biennial election of the Unofficial 
Members was held in December, and restdted in the re-election of the sitting members unopposed.

- i^inances.-^The following comparative statement shows the revenue and expenditure of the 
Board for the years 1916 and 1917 :—

Comparative Statement of the Local Board, Kurunegala, for 1916 and 1917. 
Revenue.

Brought forward 
Taxes 
Licenses . .
Rents ..
Fines
Miscellaneous 
Pension fund 
Refunds ..
Interest from Bank

1916. 1917. Exveneitube. 1916. 1917.
Rs. c. Rs. 0 . Rs. c. Rs. c,

. *26,212 92 . .  f26,945 91 Cost of administration . .  6,006 59 . .  6,049 63
19,748 17 . .  20,796 81 Sanitation . .  14,268 86 . .  14,133 60
17,425 49 . 10,375 19 Police charges 572 80 412 62
4,432 18 . .  3,613 28 Lighting , . . .  6,674 80 . 4,876 31

719 0 677 25 Pubho works . .  20,506 90 . 11,145 55
6,747 55 . 16,745 44 Miscellaneous _ 381 35 . 3,751 65

—w 90 0 Purchase of Premium Bonds — . 5,360 0
1,022 0 130 0 

1,369 51
Refund of deposits 60 10 10 0

48,361 ^0 46,735 26
Balance . . . .  26,946 91 . 35,007 13

76,307 31 80,742 39 Total . .  75,307 31 80,742 39

* Rs. 16,6? 8*86 in fixed deposit in bánk. . t  18,056‘S7 in fixed deposit in  bank.

Thefe was an unexpéndéd balance of Bs. 16,950’76 on Becember 3 1 ,19l7, exclusive of the sum 
of|Rs* 18,056'37 collected on account of a Water supply scheme and now lying in fixed deposit a t  the 
bank, l í e  Board has no liabilities.

A Comparative statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances for 1916 and 1917 
is appended

1916.
Percentage 
on Number 

under
Hecd 2.

1917.
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Heád 2.

8400 , 8,100

— 3,204 - 3,188 —

2,755
19

86-98
•06

2,708
33

84-94
1-03----- --- — —

2,774 86-67 2,741 85-97

46
20
15
1

1-43
•62
•46

68
13
42

4 a

' 1-81
•40 

1-31 
•12 ■

229

3 ll
119

7-14

9-70
3-71

267
c

r

384
63

8-37

. 12-04 
1-97— —

1. Population of local area by latest CenStK
3. Number of resident males by division officers’ 

lists repotted liable to  labour 
3̂  ̂ Discharged Obligation Within local area by-

(а) Paying single commutation
(б) Paying double commutation
(c) Labouring six days. .
(d) Labouring twelve days

4. Total discharged obligation
5. Failed to discharge obfigation within local

area, but otherwise accoimted for as-—

(e) Exempted on account o£ age, death,
disqualification, or physical inability 
to work

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere
(g) Double entries or entries by mistake
(h) Fmed
{i) Imprisoned
(j) Left local area

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within
local area

7. Unaccounted for
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Pension Fund.—Pension rules were passed in March.
’ Administration: Collection of Taxes.—^The town was divided into four wards, and, in order to 

secure more effective collection of taxes, two collectors were appointed in place of one.
Staff.— record with regret the untimely death of an active and conscientious officer, viz., that of 

Mr. E. M. Abeysekere, who was appointed Inspector in January, 1917, and was killed, in December by a 
passing train a t a  level crossing.

Sanitation and Disease.— T̂he health of the town during the year was satisfactory; there was 
nothing in the nature of an epidemic. Anti-malarial measures were adopted.

The rainfall for the year was 83 • 60 inches, the average rainfall for the past five years being 
78'94 inches.

The average standardized death-rate of the town for the preceding five years was 37 per mille, 
as compared with an average of 16 per miUe in Kegalla and 55 in Anuradhapura, the towns with tke 
lowest and highest average death-rates, respectively.

' A few cases of hoof-and-mouth disease occurred among cattle ; none proved fatal. Two cases 
of rabies were discovered; 706 dogs were destroyed. ,

Public Works.—^The irrigation channel in its course from the  Negombo to the Bailey road was 
filled up and converted into a road. The approaches to the Mitford, Rajapihilla, and Sharps roads were 
widened, the hackery stand near the markets was paved, a new latrine was built a t the market, and the 
construction of a new market building was begun. Ornamental trees were planted in BiirroVs park and 
on the lake circular.

Education.—^The town was brought tmder the operation Of the Totm Schools Ordinance, and the 
appointment of an attendance officer resulted iu raismg the attendance figures from an average of 5$2 
for the preceding four years to 816 in 1917.

BERteA M  HILL, 
Chairman.

II.—REPORT OP THE PROVINCIAL ROAD COMMITTEiJ, NORTH-WESTiJRN
PROVESTOE, FOR 1917.

The Provincial Road Committee during 1917 consisted of the Government Agent as Chairman, 
the Provincial Engineer, the Provincial Surgeon, and the fpllowing tTnofficial Members : Messrs. J . S. 
Patterson, C. P. Markus, and A. S. Groonewardene”.

2. Various improvements were effected in the resthouses in the course of the year. Some of 
the rooms in the^Kurunegala and Galgamuwa resthouses were furnished iVith ceilings. Two rooms for 
chauffeurs were provided in Kurunegaki resthonse. Additional bathrooms Were built in eight lesthouses- 
A new gate was built a t We-uda. N^ame boards Were provided for all the resthouses.

3. Branch Eoads.-^No diffictdty was experienced in the recovery of the plantere* moiety for the 
maintenance of the Mallowapitiya-Rambodagalla and the Kegalla-Polgahawela road to Lowlands estate.

4. A statement of revenue and expenditure and a statement of the expenditure on the principal
roads are annexed :—• ..

Statement of Receipts and j^xpenditute for the Year 1W7-

Revenue.
Amount received from District Road Committees on account 

of two-thirds commutation for principal roafis, reSthouSes, 
&c.:—

Prom Kfirunegala District Road Committee 
Refund by Glovernment of tolls levied on minor roads , .. 
Government grant in aid of minor works ..
Resthouse collections—

(o) Prom KurUnegala District Road Committee
(b) Prom Chhaw District Road Committee _ ..
(c) Prom Puttalam .District Road Committee

Contributions from District Road Committees on account of 
Provincial Road Committee establishment

(а) prom Chilaw District Road Committee
(б) Prom puttalam District Road Committee

Commutation money received from Golonial Treasurer 
Miscellaneous receipts

Balance on January 1,1917

Amount. 
Bs. c.

222
120

Total. 
Bs. C.

49,307 75 
22,427 0 
7,839 0

3,833 9 
1,297 0 
1,016 71

6,146 80

342 0 
28,421 0 

40 0

114,523 55 
16,260 92

Total . .  130,784 47
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E s m n d i t t t b b ,

Payments made from two-thirds commutation during the 
year under the provisions of Ordinances NoS. 10 of 1861, 
31 of 1884, and 10 of 1902, on account of—r ,

(a) Principal roads 
(&) Besthouses

Upkeep, repair, and improvement of resthouges from funds 
other than two-thirds commutation 

Pay of resthouse-keepers . .
Provincial Boad Uommittee’s establishmont
Premium bonds
Toll grants remitted to—

(а) Kurunegala District Boad Comimttee
(б) Chilaw District Boad Committee

Amount. 
Bs. 0 .

Government grant in aid of minor works remitted to—
(а) Ktirunegala District Boad Committee
(б) Puttalam District Boad Committee

Miscellaneous charges
Commutation money received from Colonial Treasurer 

remitted to—
Kurunegala
Ohilaw . .  ■ . .
Puttalam

Balance on December 31, 1917

6,283
16,144

4,000
3,839

Total.
Es. 0.

36,900 0 
156 36

37,056 36

7,842 16 
5,228 ö l  

462 0 
10,000 0

22,427 0

20,553 50 
5,747 50 
2,120 0

•7,839 0 
48 65

Total

28,421 0

119,324 68 
11,459 79

130,784 47

A sum of Rs. 28,421 was received from the Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, being accumulations 
of coojlnutation money, and this was divided pro rata and allotted to the District Road Committees 
as follows:—■

Bs. o.'
Kurimegala District . . . .  20,553 50 _
Chilaw District . .  . .  .. . .  5,747 60
Puttalam District . .  . .  . .  . .  2,120 0

5. War loan premium bonds were .purchased to the value of Rs. 10,000.
6. A sum of Rs. 7,312 has-been voted for the construction of a permanent brick bungalow a t 

Hiripitiya, in place of the wattle and daub building, which has hitherto served as a resthouse. More 
and better garage accommodation is required a t all the resthouses. The resthouse a t  BalaUa, on the 
west of the railway line 3 miles from Maho statioh, should be abolished, and a new resthouse(built within 
a  mile of Maho station, on the east of the line, for the convenience of passengers by train  and visitors 
to  the ruins a t  Yapahiiwa, which are in the neighbourhood. A new resthouse should be built on the 
land reserved for Government buildings a t KanaduIIa, near KhUyapitiya, in place of the existing resthouse, 
which is situated in the bazaar.

7. Shutters were provided to the motor garagg a t  the Chilaw resthouse, and a boundary wall 
built on three sides of the resthouse with two main gates and a small gate leading to the seashore.

Kurunegala, January 25,1918.
BERTRAM HILL,

Chairman.

Expenditure in Money and Labour on Principal Roads in the North-Western Province during 1917.

\ Particulars.
K'urunegala District. 

Kurunegala-Wariyapola 
Kumnegala-Beligamuwa 
Kumnegala-Galagedara 
Knrvmegala-Polgahawela

Maho District.
Padeniya-Siyambalangomuwa
Wariyapola-Tonigala

Dandagamuwa District. 
Narammala-Dankotuwa 
Wariyapola-Hettipola 
Kuliyapitiya-Hettipola 
Narammala-Madampe

Amount. 
Bs. 0.

4,443 0 
3,869 0 
5,824 0 
3,740 0

3,778
4,444

2,639 0 
2,736 0 
2,462 0 
2,965 0

Total. Amount. Total.
Bs. c. Particulars. Es. b. Es. c.

Chilaw District.
Chilaw-Hettipola 1,850 0
Nattandiya-Marawila 1,136 0
Toppu-Battuluoya 6,627 0

9,613 0
17,876 0 Puttalam District.

Aikaraipattu road 325 0
Puttalam-Tonigala 900 0
Puttalam-Kalaoya 500 0

8,222 0 Puttalam-Battuluoya 1,560 <0
Puttalam-Madurugama 17Ö 0
Boad to salt stores and town c

roads, Puttalam ... 436 0

40,802 0
Total

3,885 0
c —.— - - -  ■■■—1
60,398 0-
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III.—REPORT OP THE DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE, KURDNEGALA, FOR 1917.

The District Road Committee diiring 1917 consisted of the Government Agent as Chairman, the 
District Engineer, and the following Unofficial Members; Messrs. A. W. Warbnrton-Gray, E. N. Daniels,
E. G. Goonewardene, and A. S. Goonewardene. The last-named gentleman died on December 1, and 
Mr. A. de Zilva was appointed in his place.

2. Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance.—A  comparative statement showing the working of 
the Thoroughfares Ordinance in the District of Kurunegala for 1916 and 1917 and a statement of the 
revenue and expenditure are annexed :—

i

Comparative Statement showing the working of the Road Ordinance in the Kurunegala District
for the Years 1916 and 1917.

) Percentage Percentage
1916. on Nvimbei 

under ,1917. on Number 
under

-
Head 2. Head 2.

1. Population of local area by latest
Census — 29,186 — — 29,186 —

2. Number of resident males by divi-
sion officers’ lists reported liable 
to labour 80,842 _ 82,603 ■

3. Discharged obligation within local
area by—
(o) Paying single commutation .. 74,446 92*08 70,664 92*68
(6) Paying doublé commutation .. 557 •-68 580 •70
(c) labouring six days 6 — —
(d) Labouring twelve days 

4. Total discharged obligation
—

75,009
1 11̂1
92*78 77,144 93-39

5. Failed to discharge obligation within
local area, but otherwise accounted 
for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age.

death, disqualification, or 
physical inabih'ty to work .. 4.074 5*03 8,680 - ‘4*46

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere . .  
(g) Double entries or entries by

1,404 U78 1,490 1*80

mistake . .  .. 80 •09 62 •07
{h) Fined 8 9 ' ---
(i) Imprisoned .. 3 —-r 6 —

(j) Left local area
6. Total failed to discharge obligation 

within local area

60

6,629

•07

6-96

63

5,300

•06

6*41

7. Unaccounted for . .  
> — 204 •26 169 •19

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the Y®ar 1917.

RBVBNtTH.

Commutation realized in money 
Ton grants on minor roads 
Govemment’oontribution in aid of minor works 
Miscellaneous receipts
Contribution from estate proprietors on account of minor redds 
Commutation money received from Colonial Treasurer

Balance on January 1,1917

Total

E x ap B U D iT traB .

Payment made on account of principal roads and resthotises
Amount expended on minor works
Establishment and commission to division officers:—

(а) CoptribUtion on account Provincial Road Rs. c.
Committee establishment . .  . .  —

(б) Cost of District Road Committee establishment 12,443 4
(c) Commission to division officers . _ 13,260 66

llisceUaneous charges 
Preiniugi bonds ..

Balance on December 31,1917

Total

Amount. 
Bs. c.

116,662 60 
6,283 0 
4,000 0 
2,403 49 
7,037 60 

20,563 60

166,829 99 
39,996 26

196,825 24

49,307 75 
63,708 91

26,703 70 
2,341 27 

'  6,000 0

136,061 63 
60,763 61

196,825 24
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3. The following injprovements were effected in minor roads in 1917, in  addition to the usual 
repairs: 3J miles of the Talgodapitiya-Maduragoda road were track metalled and 9 miles of ano|iher 
road were newly gravelled. Two reinforced concrete platform bridges, forty-one new masonry culverts, 
and three retaining walls were built on other roads, and eighteen cement pipe culverts were inserted. 
New milestones were fixed on eight roads.

4. A tally  of carts taken on certain roads in October and November, 1917, showed that the traffic 
on two principal roads in charge of the Public" Works Department, viz., the Nikaweratiya-Nikawewa and 
Galgamutva-Nikawewa railway approach roads, ia considerably less than tha t on some of the minor 
roads. The Pannala-Kuliyapitiya District Road Committee road is being taken over by the Public 
Works Department, and it is recommended th a t the Kadahapola-Rambawewa and the Udabaddawa- 
DunkanUawa roads should be similarly transferred. The traffic on the latter road is four times as heavy 
as that on one of the principal roads above mentioned, and ten times as heavy as th a t on the other.

5. A sum of Rs. 20,553 "50 was received for the use of this Committee from the accumulations of 
commutation money remitted by  the Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, out of which Rs. 9,000 was voted for 
building culverts onGansabfiawa roads, i.e., Rs. 1,600 for each of the six hatpattus in this district.^

6. War loan premium bonds were purchased to the value of Rs. 5,000.

Kurunegala, January 26, 1918.
BERTRAM HILL,

■ Chairman.

REPORT OE THE PtJTTALAM-CHILAW DISTRICT FOR 1917.

Area of Puttalam District, 889f miles? Population in 1911, 39,665.
' -Area of Chilaw District, 262J miles ; Population in 1911, 87,644.

I:— Ĥistory of Administeatioiì.
Turn Police Magistracies of both Puttalam and Chilaw changed hands during the -year. 

Mr. T. Goonetilléke from Chilaw was transferred to Anuradhapura on April 16, and was succeeded by 
Mr. M. Prasad. On July 13 Mr. V. Coomaraswamy left Puttalam for Negombo, and was replaced by 
Mr, E. Rodrigo. There were similar changes in the Public Works Department. Mr. S. E. Sopley, 
District Engineer, Puttalam, was transferred to Colombo, and was succeeded by Mr. A. E. Wijesinghe , 
on June 5, while on July 24 Mr. W. Metcalfe, District Engineer, Chilaw, left, and his place was taken by 
Mr. D. IC. McMinn. On November 9 Mr. T. M. Fernando of Chilaw was appointed a Justice of the 
Peace and Unofficial Police Magistrate for Chilaw District. Jh the Medical Department Dr. G. H. 
Scharenguivel, Medical Officer, Chilaw, was transferred to Kurunegala, and was'succeeded by Dr. H. 
Cooray on June 26. On May 24 Dt. J . H. Amarasekera, Medical Officer, Marawila, retired, and was 
replaced by Dr. Chas. Fernando.

2. Both the assistant surveyors stationed in the district, Messrs. W. H. Crutchley and R. J. 
Johnston, left for war service early in the year, and the district surveys are now supervised by the 
Superintendent Of Surveys, Kurunegala.

3. There have also been several changes in the clerical staff. The Head Clerk of the Kachcheri, 
Mr. L. S. Asbury, was transferred to Jaffna on July 1, and hiS post was filled by the former second clerk, 
Mr. C. Arasaratnam. The latter was replaced by Mr. ®. J. Rajaratnam from the Excise Commissioner’s 
Office. On November 16 the appointment of another clerk in Grade II. of the Subordihate Clerical 
Service was sanctioned, in order to meet the growing work in the English Department, and the post 
was given to  Mr, T. A. JayaSundra. In the Fiscal’s Office the place of Mr. T. H. Bastard, Second Clerk, 
who was dismissed, was given to Mr. R. V. Brito of the Kachchen. The vacancy in the Kaphcheri was 
filled by Mr. Sinne Meéra Pillai.

' II.̂ -PBisrciPAL Events.
4. His Excellency the Governor paid an informal visit to the district on July  13 and 14. In 

October a new |»ost office was opened at Madampe station. At the end of the year the recently built 
hospital at Chfiaw was opened for the accommodation Of patients.

 ̂ ' I II .—‘F estivals.
5. The festivals of St. Joachim and St. Joseph a t St. Anna’s, Talawila, on March 5 and 10, 

were not so well attended as usual. The attendance at the great Ju ly  festival was also imder the average, 
the cause no doubt being the depression in trade owing to the war. I t  was remarked a t the la tte r festival 
that the percentage of men was above the average, as far fewer pilgrims than usual brought their wives 
and families with them- The Hindu festival in August a t Mupnessaram, near Chilaw, attracted  a fairly 
large crowd.

IV.-^Rainìall. . ■
, 6. The rainfall for the year was 35'78 inches at Puttalam  and 40’82 at Chilaw, in  both cases
nearly 10 inches below the average.

V.— R̂evenue aed Expeemtiibb. < .
7. The revenue of the district for the financial year October 1, 1916, to September 30,1917, was 

Rs. 1,058,783’70, a  decrease of Rs. 706,963 on that for last year. This large decrease is almost whoUy 
under two heads of revenue: Salt and Land Sales. The income from the sale of salt dropped from 
Rs. 976,880‘20 to Rs. 400,061'98. Owing to the bad salt harvests in  1915 and 1916, the reserve stocks: 
of salt had fallen so low that it was necessary to restrict sale to  a scale of only about one-third of the 
normal issue, in order to prevent the stocks from vanishing before the new crop was gathered. At the 
same time the deficiency in the salt supply for the Island was made good by the importation bf salt from 
abroad, while the price of local salt was raised from Rs. 3 to Rs. 3 ’ 75 per cwt., so as to avoid under­
selling the imported article.
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8. Consequent on the discontinuation of outright sales of Crown land, save in exceptional 
circumstances, the revenue from land sales dropped from Rs. 142,804'61 to Rs. 14,109'06. Other 
minor decreases were Rs. 6,082‘42 in canal tolls, due to the reduction of trafiGlc in salt and copra; 
Rs. 1,833'25 in the sale of opium ; and Rs. 1,756’34 in the sale of timber and other forest produce.

9. The only noticeable increases were Rs. 8,498.‘39 from arrack and toddy rents, due to keener 
competition among the renters, and Rs. 1,870‘82 from the sale of stamps. This latter increase is due 
to the enhancement of stamp duties during the latter half of the year.

10. The expenditure for the same period amounted to Rs. 132,084’ 49, a decrease of Rs. 19,267‘ 13 
from that of the preceding twelve months. The decrease was almost wholly under one head, salt, which 
dropped from Rs. 95,292‘54 to Rs. 75,017’48, owing to smaller payments for the crop of 1916, which 
was ‘poor.

VI.— Condition of the P eople and  the Effects of the War.
11. The period under review has been one of considerable depression, and throughout the district 

in many cases the inhabitants have been on the edge of distress. In  the Demala hatpattu and the inland 
parts of the Puttalam pattu want has been caused, not so much by the efiects of the war, as by unfavour­
able weather. The maha paddy harvest a t the beginning of the year was an almost complete failure 
for want of rain, and the fine grain crops in the chenas were nearly as bad. Conditions, however, 
improved a little during the year. Unexpected rains at the end of April'filled a considerable portion of 
the tanks. Free'chenas were granted, and Government sanctioned an allowance of Rs. 1,500, which 
was expended in the purchase of 500 bushels of seed paddy, which were distributed among the villagers, 
to be repaid in kind later on.

12. A moderate yala harvest was obtained and some chena produce was successfully cultivated, 
thus enabling the inhabitants to tide over the worst period. The prospects at the beginning of this 
year mi most villages are distinctly more favourable, as the rains of the north-east monsoon werh more 
abundant.

13. In these parts the people live almost entirely on locally-grown food stuffs, and the only impqrtçd 
articles in general request are cloth, kerosine oil, and matches. The price of cloth, however, has doubled, 
and that of the other two articles has increased by 50 per cent.

14̂ . In the maritime parts of the Puttalam District and the whole of Chilaw District the case is 
far different. Here coconut growing is the staple industry, and with the Severe depression in the price 
of copra and other coconut products t ^  people have been Very hard bit. The depression hfts been 
caused entirely by the exchange proldëm and the lack of facilities for freight. H tonnage were only 
forthcoming, copra could readily be exported, as there is a great demand for it in France and elsewbere.

' As matters stand, however, it is more or less of a drug in the local market, and at one time prices tvere 
less than one-third of those obtainable immediately before the war.

15. Prom the figures supplied by the Chilaw Planters’ Association I  note that prices had been 
falling during 1916, and at the beginning of 1917 stood at about Rs. 47 per candy in the Chilaw District. 
They'remained almost at this level imtil the end of April, when the tonnage problem and exchange 
difBculties began to be more acute. From Mny to the end of August the average price was only about 
Rs. 32 per candy, and in the last four months of the year it fell to Rs. 28. The lowest recorded price 
was Rs. 25’25 in November. Fortunately prices have begun to rise again, as a new market appsarato 
be opening up in India, and native vessels can Supply a certain amount of tonnage to provide for export 
to South hidian ports.

16. The situation was aggravated by the fact that the industry is largely carried On With 
borrowed capital. During the boom plantations in full bearing were hoavfly mortgaged in order to  Open 
up more lard, and very little capital was saved to provide for future reçiüirements. At.present mftny 
owners whose wealth in land is considerable are imable to realize their capital, and so find great difficulty 
in carrying on, or even in paying the interest on their mortgages. I ’Ornierly the local Chetty was the 
banker, and was always ready to lend on the security of estates in bearing- Now he will not look on 
such security, and is beginning to foreclose. The well-to-do landholder of former years is even Wore 
hard hit than the ordinary villager.

17. I t  is unfortimate that all the agricultural eggs are in one basket, but, as a matter of fact, 
landowners have not much choice. The mil is thin and sandy, and* while coconuts thrive admirably 
in it, it is fit for little else. However, in each division there are other industries which luckily haV© not 
been so adversely affected, and which have in some measure saved th© sitrWition. Round PuttalaW and 
in the Kalpitiya division the salt harvest after two bad years gave a distinctly profitable return. The 
fishing during the north-east monsoon was fair, and the tobacco harvèst gave a satisfactory yield. Tb’is 
part of the district is probably comparatively better off than the rest.

18. In Puttalam pattu south there are no salt pans, but fishhlg and tobacco growing gave a 
fair return.

19. In Pitigal korale south of the Chilaw Pistrict a large part of the population earns its livelihood 
during the north-east monsoon by fishing, and for six months in the year throve fairly well, as railway 
facilities enabled them to dispose» of a good proportion of their catch in Colombo at profitable rates. 
During the south-west monsoon, when sea fishmg is impossible, they felt the pinch more severely. Inland 
they grew a certain amount of tobacco and cassava. Much the same may be said for Pitigal korale 
north, though here more land is available for other products, and a fair quantity of vegetables was 
grown and despatched by rail to Colombo.

■ V II.-^F ood Supply .
20. Efforts were made in thisfiistrict as elsewhere to increase the locally-grown, food products.

. UnfortunateV^in the Puttalam District, where the population is scanty and any amount of land is 
; available, the rainfall is not good, and harvest prospects depend largely on the weather. For three years

the inhabitants have npt had good returns, though this year was better than the two preceding periods ; 
while, as I  have related above, little of the land in Chüaw District or on the sea coast of Puttalam is 
more than sheer sand, or, where suitable for grain crops, is available for the purpose. Every effort  ̂
was made to cultivate the very moderate extent of paddy land in Chilaw, but the returns were not so 
good as in the previous year, though the acreage under cultivation was larger.

9(1)18 . .
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21. In  September seeds of various kinds of curry stuffs and vegetables were procured in consider­
able quantities frona the director of Agriculture and distributed among the villagers. Unfortunately 
the curry stuffs have not done well, being attacked by insect pests. However, chillies, tomatoes, brinjal, 
'and such vegetables appear to  thrive and repay cultivation during the north-teast monsoon. Except in 
the wetter parts of the OHilaw District, little can be grown dtiring the soutli’West monsoon, when the 
strong dry salt wind has a Very searing effect on vegetation.

22. Despite the comparative hardships, the health of the district has been fair. In  the Chilaw 
District it was distinctly better than in the previous year. Owing probably to the reduced rainfall fever 
Was less prevalent. There were some cases of measles, chickenpox, and Ophthalmia, while parangi 
prevails +0 a certain extent in the inland parts, of the R ittalam  District.

VIII.’**Salt.
23. A good salt harvest was badly needed» as, owing to poor collections during the past two 

years, reserve stocks were very low, attd issues had to be restricted to 10,000 cwt. per mensem, or only 
one-third of the nsual average. The ijuestion of the price paid to  the manufacturers-Was looked into by 
a Commission appointed by His Exceflency the Governor, and in consequence was raised from 30 to 40 
cents per cWt. - The manufacturers, however, had hoped for 50 cen ts; while at the beginning of the 
Season, owing to restriction on emigration from India, labour was hard to procure. For a time the 
manufacturers hung back, but eventually a start waS made with local labour, and the result far exceeded 
expectations,

24. In  spite of several showers a t awkward moments, and although Palavi, Kompumimi, and 
Fachchaikadu Mimdal salterns were not cultivated owing to want of labour, the revised estimate of the 
total harvest iS 250,000 cWt., which in the circumstances is a very satisfactory yield. Owing to the 
depression in the copra trade, the manufacturers. Who made a good profit, were very glad of the money 
thus realized, and I  have no doubt that an earlier start will be made in 1918.

25. On March 12,̂  in order to  prevent local salt from undetr-selling the salt imported to meet the 
requirements of the rest of the Island, the wholesale price of salt was raised from Rs. 3 to  Rs, 3 '75 
per cwt. . .The retail price of salt varied from 4 cents per pound at Puttalam to 8 cents in Chüaw District, 
A quantity of 1,378 cwt. of self-formed salt was collected and stqred on Government accoimt.

26. ih e  Department was imder the control of an Inspector of Salt, assisted by a Sub-Inspector, 
3 storekeepers, 5 supervisors,. 6 first clUSS constables, 5 second class constables, 56 patrols, and 5 searchers. 
The temporary staff a t Udappu, Kalpitiya-TiUaiyadi, and Nachchikalli consisted of "I storekeeper, 1 
first class constable, 9 patrols, and 1 caretaker. A statement is annexed showing the operations of the 
Salt Department during the last five years ;—

1912-13. 1913-14. 1914-15. 1916-16. 1916-17.
Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt.

Quantity collected .. . 211 144,468 .. 367,092 .. 140,190 . . 164,337
Quantity stored 271,271 268,460 .. 326,227 .. 193,290 .T 164,337
Quantity sold 302,861 377,261 .. 329.911 .. 325,219- . . 122,630
Retail 4,299 6,053 .. 4,675 .. 7,021 . . 5,371
Wholesale 298,562 372,198 .. 325,336 .. 318,198 . . 117,259

Ra. c. Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. c.
Revenue 908,685 0 . 1,131,753 0 .. 991,227 10 .. 976,880 20 . . 400,061 98
Expenditure 61,413 46 . 124,521 94 .. 132,799 12 .. 95,292 54 . . 86,761 97

IX.— Other I ndustries.
27. There are several coconut and fibre mills in  the Chdaw District. Unfortimately some of 

these have been temporarily closed owing to  lack of freight. There are signs, however, th a t as soon as 
the war is over and trade revives several large firms are preparing to  establish factories in the district for 
dealmg with coconut produce.

28. The wants of the villagers are met by local artisans. There are no mmes. Probably a 
good deal could be done in the way of der-eloping the fishing xSdvisiity all along the coast on more scientific 
fines. At present a considerable quantity of fish is eaught during the north-east monsoon and cured by 
rather crude methods.

X.-^Cattlb  an1> L ive  Stock.
‘ ' 29. In  the Kalpitiya division and in Puttalam pattu the health of thè cattle has been satisfactory

and free from epidemics. In  the other three Chief Headmen’s divisions during the la tte r half of the 
year there was a certain amount of rinderpest. Prompt segregation and treatment kept the disease 
from spreading to any alarming extent, but i t  was some time before it was stamped out. Only two 
villages in Pitigal korale south were affected, bu t six villages in Domala hatpattu  had to be proclaimed 
as infected areas, and eleven villages in Pitigal korale north, where the road from Chilaw to Bingiriya had 
to be closed to cart trafiSc from October 26 to December 10. Thè district is now, however, free from the 
disease. A few cases of hoof-and-moutb disease occurred in Pitigal korale north during April and May.

30. In the Puttalam District buffaloes are used a gOod deal for draught purposes, and a 
considerable number of black cattle are sold to dealers from the Colombo meat market. Goats flourish 
in the dry grassy flats round the lagoons in the Puttalam District, while in Chilaw there arp a fair 
number of swine. 10,217 cattle were branded during the year.

XI.—Medical  A id  aNd  Sa n ita t io n .
31. There are three hospitals in the district, a t Puttalam , Chilaw, and Marawila. I  am glad 

to be able to record the completion of a properly equipped hospital a t Chilaw, which was opened to 
patients on December 10. The old Chilaw hospital Was a Very antiquated institution, and ill-adapted 
to modem requirements. A qualified medical officer is also stationed iu' charge of the dispensary at 
Kalpitiya. In  addition, there are six permanent and eleven brftnch outdoor Government dispensaries, 
while new dispensary buildings are being erected at Madampe and Udappu. Provision has also been 
made for the establishment of a dispensary in a rented building a t Nattandiya.
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32. The district has been free from any of the severer forms of epidemic diseases. The principal 
diseases treated are malaria, ■which is general throughout the district, and parangi, which is especially 
prevalent in Demala hatpattuj where a special itinerating apothecary attends to cases in the villages. 
During the wet weather there, is considerable increase in the incidence of chest complaints, diarrhoea, 
and dysentery; while during the dry south-west monsoon there is a rise in the incidence of skin diseases, 
caused by the dry sandy sod and the water, which in many wells a t that time of the year is brackish.

33. Sanitary Boards have been established in five small to-wns. In  the -villages the people are 
induced to have their houses properly whitewashed and their compounds kept clean, while 10,000 grains 
of quinine are distributed annually for free distribution through the Chief Headmen.

, XII.—Sanitaky Boards.
34. In the Puttalam District, Kalpitiya is the sole Sanitary Board town. The members of the 

Board are the Assistant Government Agent; the District Engineer, Puttalam ; the Medical Ofi&cer, 
Kalpitiya; the District Mudaliyar, K alpitiya; and Mr. D. J . R. de Waas.- The revenue is derived 
from an assessment tax, the rents of the fish and vegetable markets, &c., but as the town contains under 
2,Odo inhabitants and is not gro-wing rapidly, the revenue is small, and no ambitious programme of 
improvements can be undertaken.

35. In  Chilaw District the Board consists of the following members : The Mudaliyar, Pitigal 
korale north, Chilaw; the Mudaliyar, Pitigal korale south, Wennappuwa ; the Medical Officer, Marawila; 
Mr. C. P. de Silva; Mr. J. P. Pandittasekera; the District Engineer, Chilaw; and the Assistant 
Government Agent.

36. There are four Sanitary Board towns : Madampe, Marawila, Nattandiya, and Udappu. Of 
these, Madampe is by far the most important. During the year it was decided to increase its limits by 
including the area round the railway station, nearly IJ  miles from the centre of the old to-roi, and the 
new limits have been proclaimed m the Gazette, to take effect from January 1,1918. Plans and estimates 
are being drawn up for the diversion of the main irrigation channel under Tinipitiwewa.

37. I t is also proposed to make a complete large-scale survey of the town during 1918, thereby 
greatly facilitating the future planning of the town, which is growing considerably. The other three 
towns are smaller, and have only a moderate revenue, which at present just suffices for the scavenging of 
the streets, the maintenance of the pubhc latrines, and a very modest system of lighting. In 1918, 
however," the Board propose to acquire two small swamps near the Nattandiya railway station and 
by filling them up to convert them into valuable building sites.

X III.— ÊDDCATIOn. '
’ 38. There are two separate School Committees for the Puttalam and Chilaw Districts. In

February Ratemahatmaya J. H. Bangantileka and in September Mudaliyar W. R. H. Wijeyesinghe 
completed their term of office in the Puttalam Committee and were re-nominated. Of the Chilaw 
Committee, Mudaliyar J. E. Corea, A. K. Herat Ranasinghe, and Rev. C. Ganegoda went out of office 
in September and were re-nominated, with the exception of Mudaliyar J. E. Corea, whose place was 
given to Mudaliyar C. G. de Alwis, of Pitigal korale south.

39. There are 9 Government and 23 private schools in the Puttalam District, and the numbers 
in the Chilaw District are 17 and 71, respectively. In the latter district a Wesleyan school- at 
KottaramuUa and a Salvation Army school a t Karawita-agara were added to the grant-in-aid list in 
the course of the year. During the year extension was made to the building of the Etiyawela girls’ 
school, and repairs to aU the buildings in both districts were carried out. Owing to want of funds 
the usual Village Committee contributions made by Demala hatpattu and Karativu Village Committee 
were not received, but in place of a money grant the -villagers performed the imskilled labour needed for 
the necessary repairs in their divisions.

40. Thq revenue of the Puttalam and Chilaw Committees during the year was Rs. 2,551 • 41 
andRs. 13,050'38, respectively ; whilst the corresponding expenditure amounted to Rs. 1,489-06 and 
Rs. 3,387-77. Prize-givings were held in nine of the schools in the two districts. 0-wing to the 
great fall in the price of copra it was found impossible to collect the subscription promised by the 
principal Moors of Puttalam towards the establishment of a Muhammadan school a t Puttalam, and the 
matter has had to be postponed until conditions improve.

XIV.— P̂olice and Crime.
41. In Chilaw District there is a resident Assistant Superintendent of Police, who has charge of 

four stations: Chilaw, Madampe, Marawila, and Wennappuwa. Puttalam District is a non-policed area. 
In the to-wn there is a small force of constables under a Sub-Inspector, while the Assistant Superintendent 
of Police, Chilaw, pays monthly visits of supervision. The pohce work in the district is in charge of the 
headmen. I  am glad to state that, in spite of the general depression and of circumstances tending to 
a rise in crime, the total amount of crimb in the two districts shows a  decrease, while the percentage of 
convictions is distinctly better. The energetic efforts of the Assistant Superintendent of Police are 
largely responsible for this improvement, while the co-operation between the regular police and the 
headmen has been good, and was favourably commented on by the Inspector-General of Police.

42. The total number of cases of serious crime reported during the year was 489, of which 51 
cases are pending. The cases accepted as true number 243, as against 279 last year. Convictions have 
increased from 82 to 98, and acquittals gone do-wn from 53 to 29. In  99 cases the evidence was insufficient 
to cha%e any one ; there were 11 absconders, while 6 cases were compounded or otherwise disposed of.

43. Murder cases, I regret to say, have increased from 4 to 10, 5 of which have resulted in 
convictions. In especial two murders in the Puttalam District baffled all attempts a t securing reliable 
e-vidence, though there was very shrewd suspicion regarding the culprits. There were also 6 cases 
of attempted homicide, all of which ended in conviction. Burglary and serious theft are still the 
principal crimes, accounting for 69 and 73 cases,respectively. These figures are, however, a considerable 
improvement on the previous year, when the corresponding return showed 98 and 83 cases.. The 
percentage of convictions in these crimes is also better, but is still low.

44. The police station of Marawila has a most excellent return. In  45 true cases of serious crime, 
the Sub-Inspector obtained 27 convictions, a percentage of 60, which is distinctly above the average.
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XV.— V illage  Committees an d  Tr ib u n a ls .
45. There are Village ^m m ittees throughout the district, except in Akkaraipattu north of Jhe 

Kaipitiya division. In  the thjnly populated Puttalam District the Gansabhawa roads are kept clear of 
jungle by village labour, but there is not much money to expend on such improvements as culverts. 
The repairs to wells and school buildings are also largely attended to by village labour. In  the more 
thickly populated Chilaw District nearly aU the villagers commute their obligation under the Ordinance 
for an annual payment of Re. 1. Grants of money are made to the District School Committee for the 
upkeep of the Government schods, and the Villaga Committees have larger funds to expend on the 
maintenance of their roads.' Culverts and bridges are gradually being put in, while short lengths of the 
most important cart tracks have been gravelled.

46. Village Tribunals are now in existence for all the existing Village Committee divisions. 
TheTe are two presidents, one for Puttalana District and the other for Chilaw. The former holds court 
alternately a t  Ahamaduwa and Madurank:uli. The latter has four centres: Madampe, Lunuwila, 
Marawila, and Rajakadaluwa, Irrigation cases are heard by the Chief Headmen, except in Pitigal korale 
south, where during 1917 they were tried by the President, bu t from January 1, 1918, the Mudahyar 
will try  them. As may be expected, the work is much heavier in the Chilaw District than  in Puttalam. 
The figures are as follows:—

Chilaw.
Civil. Criminal Civil.
863 . .  3,604 630

53 260 2
1 33 3

— 2 —

Puttalam.
Criminal.

377 
8

Cases decided
Cases pending at the end of year 
Appeals to Assistant Government Agent 
Appeals to His Excellency the Governor

XVI.—I rbigatioSt.
47. The yestoration of the Tabbowa irrigation scheme is still a t a standstill, and waits until the 

end of the war for further progress. The only two completed works, Maha Uswewa, in the Puttalam  
District, and Tinipitiwewa, 7 miles from Chilaw, have not had such a successful year as in 1916.

48. At Maha Uswewa, owing to lack of rain, there was no maha harvest in the early part of the
year. The tank, however, filled on May 1, after imexpeoted heavy rain, and 300 acres were cultivated 
for yala, giving a return of 6,300 bushels, a yield of ̂ lightly over 10-fold. ®

49. Preliminary investigations concerning the contour and storage capacity of the tank  were 
carried out during the year, and a proper contour survey of the irrigable area tmdér the  tank was 
commenced. I  hope tha t during 1918 this irrigable area wül also be cadastrally surveyed, and thé whole 
scheme can then be placed on a proper footing. The bund and channels were maintained in  proper order. .

50. At Tinipitiwewa only one crop a year of seven months’ paddy is sown. About 850 acres 
were cultivated, giving a return of 36,000 bushels, or over 21-fold. The bund and chaimels of the 
tank itself were maintained in fair order, but there was considerable trouble with the anieut on the 
Kudapitiya-oya, just above the intake sluice of the tank. The apron of the anicut had been considerably 
undermined by floods a t  Christmas time 1916. An estimate for repairs was sanctioned, and 200 cubes of 
rubble had been collected for filling up tho cavity scoured under the apron, when in October, during 
perfectly dry weather, five bays of the anient itseÛ subsided.

51. The tftnk itself held enough water for the completion of the cultivation, and there should be 
no loss from want Of water during the present maha harvest. The reconstruction of the scheme, however, 
will have to be gone into carefully. For many years the cost of maintenance has exceeded the amount 
obtained from the present watèr-rate, and nnless the rate is increased, expensive improvements cannot 
well be undertaken.

52. Minor Works.—The village tanks are under the charge of two Irrigation Sub-Inspectors 
stationed at Anamaduwa in Puttalam District and a t Chilaw. Imere are in the former district 204 
working tanks, of which 121 were fully restored previously, 2 were completed during the year, leaving 
81 still under restoration a t the end of the year. There was little cultivation, as the rain a t  the end of 
1916 failed, but the north-east monsoon of 1917 has been more favourable, and there will be a harvest in, 
most of the tanks in 1918. In  Chilaw District out of 107 tanks 87 were previously completely, restored,
1 was completed during the year, leaving 19 under restoration, and 2 on which Only jungle clearing is 
done. The rainfall in Chilaw Was better than in the Puttalam District.

53. Restoration Surveys of two large village tanks—Pambala in Chilaw and Munamalgaswewa 
in Puttalam District-—were carried out during the year under the supervision of the Divisional 
irrigation Engineer.

XVII.—Land.
54. /Sales.—Ordinary sales were in abeyance during the year, and- the substituted system of 

advertising lands for lease only has not yet been brought into operation. Even if the former policy of 
outright sales had been continued, there would have been very little demand, as there was very little 
capital available for opening out new plantations. A small acreage, however, whs offered for sale ; it 
consisted mainly of lands previously sold, Which had again reverted to  Crown for non-completion of the 
balance pruchase amount, or of lands bought by claimants on special terms after reference to  Government.

55. The total area thus disposed of amounted to 54 acres 3 roods 31 perches, which realized
Rs. 2,819’20, the average price being Rs. 51 ’31 per acre. In  addition, 1 rood 14 perches were bought 
a t haM-improved value for Rs. 53‘SO, and 7 acres 1 rood 34 perches were settled on certificates of 
quiet possession. _ ' ^

56. Working of the Waste Lands Ordinances.—The notices dealt with during the year numbered 
77, of which 43 were new notices and 34 carried over from last year. In  70 notices final orders wereissued 
declaring 1,023 acres 0 roods 6 perches to be the property of the Crown. Most of these finalcorders were 
for road or stream reservations, Seven notices, aggregating 3,055 acres 2 roods 10 perches, remained 
under settlement a t the end of the year, but only three consisted of disputed claimfe awaiting inquiry, 
and in two of these amicable settlements have since been effected.

57. Land Acquisition.—Three small plots of land in the Chilaw District were acquired by the 
Crown, two for latrine sites a t  Chilaw and Marawila, and one for the construction of a new bridge over 
the canal one mile south of Nattandiya.
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XVIII.— Excise.
, 68. The arrack rents for the two districts are sold separately. The Chilaw rent for the financial

year October 1,1916, to September 30,1917, was bought by Mr. A. C. W. Pieris, and the Puttalam  rent 
for the same period by Mr. Philip Cooray. For the year 1917-18 both rents were purchased by Messrs. 
R. M. Silva, H. M. Fonseka, and W. E. B. Fernando. The figures are as follows :—

1916-17. 1917-18.
Bs. Bs.

Chilaw . .  . .  . .  . .  357,936 ..  290,000
Puttalam . .  . .  . .  . .  93,218 .. 85,000

The toddy rents are sold tavern by tavern, the aggregate amounts being—
1916-17. 1917-18.

Bs. Bs.
Chilaw . .  . .  . .  . .  66,385 .. 80,4:00
Puttalam . .  . .  . .  . .  2,535 ..  6,880

’ The comparative statement of the various licenses issued for both districts stands thus :—
Toddy. Foreign Liquor.

1916- 17
1917-  18

Arrack.
94
89

47
45

41
35

59. The great increase in the toddy rents for 1917-18 is no doubt partly due to the fact that for 
this period arrack taverns are being closed a t 6.30 p .m ., while toddy taverns remain open till 8 p .m .; but 
there is also no doubt that, while the consumption of arrack is decreasing, toddy drinking is increasing 
in popularity. This is borne out by the figures of consumption during 1916 and 1917, as shown in the

District. Liquor. Consumption in 
1916.

Gallons for 
1917.

Chilaw . . Arrack . . 65,264 .. 47,743
Puttalam .. do. . .  15,829 .. 12,744
Chilaw ..  Toddy ..  179,633 .. 209,659
Puttalam .. do. . .  11,847 .. 15,099

The decrease in the sale of aiTaok is probably due to people foresaking it for the cheaper toddy, 
which is more within the purchasing power of consumers feeling the effects of the general depression. 
Some of the increase in the toddy returns may be due to better suppression of iUioit toddy driiiking.

60. The amount of foreign hquor consumed is not large, and is bound to decrease rapidly, as the 
price of imported liquor rises and stocks decrease.

61. The control exercised by the Excise Department is effective, while the conduct of the 
subordinate officers and their relations with the headmen and the people, on the whole, have been 
good, save in the case of one Inspector in the Chilaw District, who has since been dismissed. Excise 
offences are not common, and there appears to be little illicit sale.

XIX.— P̂UBLIO WOEKS.
62. Proposed GMlaw-Puttalam Bailway.—^While the actual construction of this line has been 

postponed until such time as imported materials are available. Government has sanctioned the survey 
and acquisition of the necessary land, and work in connection therewith is being pushed on. Formal 
application has been made for all the land required. The boundaries have been demarcated on the 
ground by the Railway Department with short rails as far as Mundal, 17 miles from Chilaw, and the 
Survey Department are preparing the necessary acquisition survey plans.

63. Proposed reconstruction of Salt Stores, <Soc.—^With the advent of the Railway, the condition 
of the salt traffic from Puttalam, now largely carried out by carts or canal boats, will be greatly modified, 
and it may be advisable to alter the position of the present stores to a situation more accessible for sidings, 
on which to handle the large,traffic. At the same time the condition of Iffie stores themselves is far from 
perfect, and for this reason also better buildings, if possible, are to be desired. At the end of 1916 His 
Excellency the Governor appointed a Commission consisting of Mr. Mason, of the Railway Extensions 
Department; Mr. Hopley, District Engineer, Puttalam ; and the writer to consider the question. 
The Commission has drawn up a scheme providing for properly built stores to the south of the town, on 
a site which will give easy access on the one side to the toad and railway, and on the other to a canal 
basin bordering the lagoon. I t  is proposed to transport the salt from the salterns to the stores by,a 
special system of short canals. The whole scheme is now under the consideration of Government.

64. Public Works Department Boads.— În addition to the usual expenditure on maintenance and 
minor improvements, the work has been carried out on the following improvement schemes :—

65. Dankotuwa-Madampe road, 14| miles : This road is being converted throughout into a good 
metalled track.

66. Nattandiya-Dunka,imawa road, 4 miles: This road is being re-metalled, and some of the
steeper gradients have been modified. •

67. Akkaraipattu road ; The 8th-12th miles of this road are being converted from a coral and 
gravel surface to a track-metalled roadway, an improvement which will be greatly appreciated by pilgrimB 
to St. Anna’s.

38. Bridges.—^Work is proceeding on the new 236-foot bridge of three spans over the Gin-oya on 
the main Negombo-Chilaw road, near the Negombo boundary. The abutments and piers are nearing 
completion, and the girders of the central span have been placed in position. The contemplated 
re-erection of the Chilaw and Tuumodara bridges has had to be postponed for want of materials.

'  -69.- Buildings.— T̂he new hospital a t Chilaw has been completed, with the exception of the 
paying ward, and ia now in use. Various minor improvements have been completed or put in hand in 
Puttalam and Marawila hospitals. The new dispensary a t Madampe is practically complete, and 
provision has been made for a new dispensary a t Udappu. New quarters for the District Engineer’s 
second clerk a t Puttalam have been erected, and quarters are being built in the same town for two post 
ofBoe assistants.
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N X .— L̂ic e n se s , &c., uttobb vaeioxjs Oedinances .
70. Opium.—^The total number of registered consumers and vedaralas a t the end of 1917 was 1,4̂ 4» 

and their mibnthly allowances aggregated 943 ounces. These figmes show a decrease Df 68 consumers 
and of 4Rouhces consulted, as compared with the previous years. The decrease is due to the deaths of 
consumers ahd the  cancellation of several licenses.

71. License to capture and hUl Elephants.—^Three elephants were captured on license in Demala 
hatpattu. One rogue elephant, which haunted the Anuradhapura road, was proclaimbd. He has not, 
however, been accounted for, and it is some time since he was last seen; he has probably moved on 
elsewhere.

72. Game and Lhm £icewse».-rI3ame licenses numbered 29 ; licenses to capture buffalo 5 ; under 
the new Ordinance fresh gun licenses have to be taken out yearly, their total number is 2,607 ; three 
licenses were issued to repair guns.

73. Vehicles.—Jive motor cars were licensed in the district. Cart licenses outside Local Board 
limits numbered 3,477, and boat licenses 93.

74. Miscdlaneaus Licenses were issued as follows;—^Butchers: beef 2 l, m utton 6, pork.4; 
licenses to sell explosives 29 ; to  possess petroleum 6 ; pawnbrokers’ licenses 45.

75. Dog Registration.—7,950 dogs were registered and 1,026 destroyed.
76. Kandyan Marriages.—^There were 59 Kandyan marriages during the year, while 4 marriages 

were dissolved ; 1 application was pending a t  the end of the year.

' XX I.—^MlSOELLANEOtrS Dbpaetments.
77 Forests.—^The forest revenue for the year was Rs. 4,339’46. A considerable amount of the 

timber required by the Public Works Department was supplied from the district, while 459 cubic yards 
of firewood were provided for the Railway.

78. Customs.—There is a small Customs staff a t Kaipitiya, where a few vessels carry on a coast­
wise trade, mainly during the north-east monsoon. The revenue of the port for the year amounted to 
Rs. 528-61.

W. E. WAIT,
Puttalam, March 6, 1918. Assistant Government Agent.

' APPENDIX.

I.—Re p o r t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r o a d  c o m m it t e e , c h il a w , f o r  1 9 1 7 .

The Committee was composed of the following members :—^The Assistant Government Agent 
i^a irm an) J the District Engineer, CbilaW; and Mr, J . E. Corea, Madaliyar, Pitigal korale north (OfScial 
Members); and Messrs. F. C. Gedge, N. J. Martin, and G. Pan<httasekera, UhofiScial Members, 
representing the European, Burgher, anu Native communities, respectively.

2. Two meetings were held at Chfiaw during the year.
3̂  The District Road Committee was credited with a sum of Rs. 5,747 ‘ 50, being the proportionate 

a m o u ^  of a Sum lying nnexpended by the Public Works Department on accoimt of the two-thirds 
appiprfaonmeftt for principal roads in tbe Province during previous years. To adjust this credit, a sum 
of only Rs. 3,865-50 of the two-thirds apportionment for the year 1917 was remitted to  Government.

4. The Limuwila-Kirimetiyana road, which, was maintained by the District Road Committee, 
was taken over by the Public Works Department in June, 1017.

5. The Bangadeniya-Mandalaua road was maintained by the District Road Committee a t the 
joint expense of the Committee and the estate proprietors who were interested in it.

6. Statement A in the following table shows the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance during 
I 9 I 6 and 19l7, and StatemenhB shows the main heads of revenue and expen<Rture during 1917:—

A.—Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance during 1916 and 1917.

1916,
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

1917.
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

1. Population of local area by last CensUS 82,680 82,580
2. Number of resident males by -division

officers’ lists reported liable to labour . . __ 21,332 — ___ 21,716
3. Discharged obligation within local ar eif by—

(cs) Paying single commutation 19,115 89-607 19,183 88-33(6) Paying double commutation 184 -86 218 1-003(c) Labouring six days «. -
(d) Labouring twelve days ,

4. Total discharged obligation 19 29*̂ 90-46 89- 335. Failed to discharge obligation withm local
area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death, C

disqualification, or physical in-
ability to work .. 653 .2-59 715 3-29(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 8 5 3 4-04 881 4.-

(g) Double entries or entries by mistake. 41 -19 57 c •26
(h) Fined 7 -03 3 o •01
(i) Imprisoned 1 -004 l ‘ - . ' -004
(j) Left local area 359 1-67 479 . 2-205

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within
local area 1,824 8-55 ■ - 2,136 9-83

7. Unaccounted for — 209 -97 --- 179 •28
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B.—Statement! of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year 1917.
Revenue. B s.

Balance on January 1, 1917 . .  . .  . .  19,606 22
Commutation realized in money 
Toll grant on minor roads 
Miscellaneous receipts

Total

29,428 60 
16,356 50 

6,426 73

70,815 95

Expbnditube,
Payment m&de on account of principal roads and resthpuses
Amount expended on minor works
Establishment and commission to division ofi&cers:—

(o) Contribution on account Provincial Road
Committee establishment. ,  . .  222 0

(b) Cost of District Road Committee establishment 4,271 22
(c) Commission to division ofEicers . .  2,137 86

Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31,1917

Total

9,1$7 18 
26,840 9

6,631
1,463

26,689 61 

70,816 96

PuttaJam, Janaapy 16, 1918.
W. E. WAIT,

Chairman.

n .—REPORT OF THE DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE, PHTTALAM, POR 1917.

The Committee consisted of the Assistant Government Agent (Chairman) ; the District Engineer ; 
Mr. J. Hr Hangantilleke, Ratemakatmaya, Jlem ala katpiCEtu, às Additional Official Membei ; and 
three Unofficial Members, viz., Messrs. W. A. Muttnkumarù ; W. R. H. Wijeyesinghe, Mndmiyar, 
Puttalam pattu ( and Mudaliyar S. M. P. Vanderkoen.

2. Staff.—Mr. Frank de Costa continued to  be clerk to thè Committee during the year.
. 3. One meeting 'vfas held in the year.

4. The District Road Committee was credited by Government with a sum of Rs. 2,074, being 
the proportionate amount of a sum lying unexpended by the Public Works Department on account of 
the two-thirds apportionment for principal roads in the ProvipCh during previous years. To adjust 
this credit, only Rs. 1,765 of the two-thirds apportionment, for the year 1917 Were remitted to 
Government.

6. The finances of the Committee are poor, and permit of only the mioimum necessary upkeep 
of the roads. This work was done under the supervision of the Ehief Headmen. Thè proposal of the 
Railway Department to take over the KiriyankalH-Andigama and Kadaiyamoddairoacjs, as feedéf roads 
to the proposed Chilaw-Puttalam Railway, has been postponed* The roads are maintained as well 
as can be expected with the limited resources of the Committee. '

6. Statement A aimexed shows the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance during IS ld  and 
1917, Statement B the rèvenue and expenditure for thè year, and Statement C the mileage of roadway 
vested in the Committee ;—

A.—Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance during 1916 and 1&17.

'
Percentage Percentage

101 A op Number on Number
under t under

* itead 2. Head 2.

1. Population of local area by last Census 27,208 27,208
» 0

2. Number of resident males by division
officers’ fist reported liable to labour .. 7,367 —, . • 1 7,410 . . . . . .

3. Discharged obligation within local area by—
(a) Paying single commutation_ 6,460 87-67 6,700 90-41
(b) Paying double Commutation 72 •97 46 •62
(c) Labouring rix days — — —  ■

(d) Labouring twelve days — — ___ - ,

4. Total discharged obligation 6,522 88-65 6,746 91-03
6. Failed to discharge obligation within local

area, but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death'

disqualification, or physical in-
abifity to work .. 337 4-68 257 3-46

* (/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 294 3-99 237 3-19
’* \g) Doiible entries or entries by mistake. 6 •06 16 •21

• (A) Fined., 2 -02 13 • •17
(i) Imprisoned, 1 •01 2 •02
{}) Left local area 134 1-82 114 1-62

6. -Total failed to discharge obligation within
local area 773 10-60 639 8-60

7. Unaccounted for . .  * — — 62 •84 — 26 •33

    
 



P  16 CEYLON ADJCINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917.

B .-^ ta te m ^ t  of Receipts and Expenditure for the Year 1917 
"  R e v e n u e .

Balance on January 1,1917.
Commutation realized in money 
Government contribution in aid of minor works 
Miscellaneous receipts.

[Part I. “

- Total . .
Expenditure.

Payment made on account of principal roads and resthouses
Amount expended on minor works
Establishinent and Commission to division officers:—

(а) Contribution on account Provincial Road c.
Committee establishment. .  . .  120 0

(б) Cost of District Road Committee establishment 843 66
(c) Commission to division officers . .  746 89

Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31, 1917

Total

Rs. c.
4,126 24

10,188 0
3,839 0
4,762 71

22,914 96

6,142 26
8,129 95

1,710 55
2,324 27
4,607 92

22,914 95

0.—Statement showing the Mileage of Roadway vested in the District Road Committee, Puttalam.
Miles. I Miles.

Length gravelled ..  17 | | Natural . .  . .  92^

District Road Committee Office, 
Puttalam, January 15, 1918.

W. E. WAIT,
Chairman.

' in .-R E P O R T  OP TRE LOCAL BOARD, PUTTALAM, FOR 1917.
Th® Board consisted of the Assistant Government Agent, Chairman ; the District Engineer ; 

and the Medical Officer, Puttalam, as Official Members ; and Messrs. W. S. Strong, S. A. HanifEa Marikar, 
and M. N. Hamidoo Ossan Marikar as Unofficials. Nine meetings were held during thè year.

The foUowing comparative statement shows the main heads of revenue and expenditure during 
1916 and 1917

Revenue.
1916.

Rs. c.
1917. 

Rs. 0. ExrENDITUBB.
- 1916.

Rs. c.
1917. 

Rs. c.
Taxes . .  
Licenses 
Rents . .  
Pines
Miscellaneous

. .  9,898 26 

. .  4,360 80 

. .  3,699 10 
62 75 

. .  1,374 46

. .  11,437 41 
A  ^’*76 30 

3,589 92 
160 76 

. . 3,487 7«

Sinking fimd and interest 
on loaBs

Cost of administration ..
Revenue Services
Sanitation
Lighting
Police . .
Public works

1,485 0 
3,068 10 

866 45 
6,952 17 
1,268 87 

32 12 
7,053 34

. .  1,486 0 

. . 3,601 57 
988 50 

. .  6,778 18 
. .  2,211 23 

54 49 
. .  8,348 57Balance on January 1

19,386 36 
. .  4,140 98

23,642 16 
. .  2,811 29

Balance on January 1 . .
20,715 6 

2,811 29
23,367 54 

( . 2,985 91

Total . .  23,626 34 26,353 46 Total 23,626 34 26,363 45

A statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance during the same period is 
annexed herewith :—

Percentage Percentage
1916. on Number 

under 1917. on Number 
under

♦ Head 2. Bead 2.

1. Population of local area by last Census . 5,988 6,988
2. Number of resident males by division

officers' lists reported liable to labour .. V—- 2,637 ---- -- - 2,563 —

3. Discharged obligation within local area by'—
(o) Paying single commutation 2,196 83-27 2,146 83-69
(6) Paying double commutation 29 1-10 46 D79
(o) Labouring six days _ — —

(d) Labouring twelve days — — _____

4. Total discharged obligation 2,225 84-37 2,191 85’48
5. Failed to discharge obligation ■within local

area, but other'wise accoimted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death} <

disqualification, or physical in-
ability to work .. ,37 1-40 37 P44

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 184 6-97 203 C  ‘ 7'92
(ff) Double entries or entries by mistake 7 -26 3 •11
(k) Fined 1 -03  ̂< -..15
(i) Imprisoned . . . — — 3 •11
O') Left local area 32 1-21 33 1-28

6. Total failed to discharge obligation -within
261 0* Ofi<i n  • Ai.

7. Unaccounted for — 161 6-72 — 89 3^47
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Public Latrines.—Two new latrines were built near the lakeshore, and another was improved 
and set apart for women in the neighbourhood of the Moorish quarter in Lakeshore street.

Public Health.—^The health of the town was satisfactory.
Water Supply.— T̂he urgent need of the town is a proper water supply. The residents have to 

depend entirely on the present supply from Chenakud3ririppu, which runs very low for about two months 
at the end of the dry season.

A statement showing the indebtedness of the Board is annexed
Year in which loans were raised ..  1892
Original amount of loan .. Rs. 7,000
Present amount of loan ..  . .  Rs. 2,671 • 08
Rate of sinking fund ..  . .  2 per cent.
Rate of interest . .  . .  2^ per cent.
Annual amount payable for sinking fund ..  Rs. 201 • 24
Annual amount payable for interest . .  Rs. 183-76
Date when loan will be extinguished ..  1924

1906
Rs. 20,000 
Rs. 15,292-60 
2 per cent.

per cent. 
Rs. 400 
Rs. 700 
1936

The whole amount due as interest and sinking fund as shown above has been duly paid to the 
Hon. the Colonial Treasurer.

W. E. WAIT,
Puttalam, January 31, 191^ Chairman,

IV.—REPORT OF THE LOCAL BOARD, OHILAW, FOR 1917.

A coMPABATivB statement showing the revenue and expenditure of the Board for 1916 and 1917 
is annexed:—

1916. 1917.. 1916. 1917.
Revenue. Rs. c. Rs. c. Expenditure. Rs. c. Rs. c.

Taxes .. 
Licenses 
Rents .. 
Fines

. . 10,144 38 
. .  7,097 50 
. .  4,565 21 
. .  2,927 38

.. 11,284 48 
.. 6,918 50 
.. 4,373 80 
. .  3,068 19

Interest and sinking fund.
Cost of administration ..
Sanitation
Lighting
Police ..
Public works 
Miscellaneous

1,275 0 
5,249 35 
6,639 86 
2,288 73 

103 45 
11,126 26 . 
2,056 86 .

223 13 
. 5,122 15 
. 7,653 36 
. 2,576 22 

57 75 
. 8,507 35 

923 57Balance
24,734 47 

. 14,750 86
24,644 97 

... 10,745 82

Balance'
28,739 51 
10,745 82 ,

25,063 53 
. -10,327 26

Total . . 39,485 33 35,390 79 Total .. 39,485 33 35,390 79

i  R evenue .

2. Assessment Tax.—The tax of 5 per cent, levied on the assessed annual value of tenements is 
Rs. 6,911‘32, Rs. 91'12dn excess of 1916. Rs. 5,009'86 has been collected during 1917, and steps are 
being taken for the collection of the balance, Rs. 1,901'46. Arrears of 1916, viz., Rs. 2,300'97, were 
collected during the-early part of the year under review.

3. Commutation Tax.—The collection of this tax has been satisfactory, although there is a 
decrease in revenue of Bs. 26'60, which is due to a larger number having paid elsewhere.

4. Other Taxes.— T̂he decrease in revenue is chiefly due to the reduction of the number of motor 
buses plying for hire.

5. Liquor Licenses.— T̂he fall in revenue under this head is due to the non-renewal of some- of 
the existing liquor licenses.

6. Carts and Boats.— T̂he increase in revenue is due to the increased number of carts and boats 
licensed, as weU as to the increased stamp duty recoverable by the Board on carts.

7. Other Licenses.—The decrease is due to less licenses being issued.
'  8. Bents of Markets.—Owing to the war the prices realized at the sale of the rents were less than

for the previous year, and hence the decrease in revenue.
9. Fines, Police C'owri.—Prosecutions were less than during the previous year, hence fines 

were less.
f 0. Miscellaneous.—The fall in revenue is due to various causes, chiefly to the war.

,.. E x pen d itu eb .

11. Establishment.— T̂he decrease in expenditure under this head is due to transferring the 
salary of the overseer, hitherto included under this head, to its proper head, “ Sanitation.”

12. Sanitation.—The increase in expenditure under this head is due to an increase in the sanitary 
measures undertaken, to including the salary of the overseer hitherto included under “ Establishment,” 
and to the increased price of tools and disinfectants. The want of a public latrine for the females of 
Pitipane and Sea street quarters is greatly felt. The necessary land has already been acquired, and 
the work will be undertaken in 1918.

0 (1)18
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13. IdgMin^.—Lighting was carried on on the same lines as during the previous year, except 
tha t the number of days of lighting in a  month have been ihcireased from 15 to  19 since November lasji. 
The increase in expenditure is due to the greatly increased price of petrol and other necessaries of lighting, 
and to the increase in the number of days of fighting.

14. J’uhlic Worlcs: Maintenance.— ÂU the roads Were maintained in fair order. The increase 
in expenditure under this head during the previous year is chiefly due to the purchasing of an iron water 
cart and to some special work done other than mere mainteuunce. First and Second Cross streets were 
metalled foy the first time.

15. Public Worlcs : New Worlcs.-—The expenditure under this head is chiefly for providing the 
dhobies of Chllaw with a new pond for washing in place of the existing one, which has been medically 
condemned as insanitary. The pond now being excavated, with the aid of prison labour, will, it  is hoped, 
be ready for use in the course of 1918. Besides the above expenditure under this head, a  sum of Rs. 246 
was paid for acquiring land for the public latrine for females above referred to.

16. Law Expenditure.— l̂iio expenditure was incurred under this head, as I  personally conducted 
the eases that were contested.

17. Miscellaneous.—The expenditure under this head includes allowance made to the Catholic 
band for playing once a week a t the Reclamation ground.

CrENEBAL R eMABKS.

18. Serious crime within Local Board limits has been well kept in hand, thanks to our zealous 
afld energetic Assistant Superintendent of Police.

I  am taking steps to arrange a weekly market fair for the town of Chilaw, which I  hope to 
inaugurate early in 1918. I t  will, I  trust, encourage the more abundant growth of vegetables and 
fruit iu the distri(^, and also the rearing of better poultry, fioth for the production of larger eggs and 
for the table;

IÖ, i^ublic Health.—^The health of the town has been satisfactory on the whole. No epidemic 
of a serious nature broke out ; there were a few cases of measles and chickenpox a t different intervals, 
when tha necessary steps were promptly taken and the spread of the diseases checked. The number 
of feVê ; Cases is less than during the previous year. There were 158 births and 171‘deaths, against 
158 births and 174 deaths in 1916. The to tal rainfall for the year was 40 "86 inches, as against 59’35 
inches in 1916.

30. Meetings of the Board.—There were eight ordinary and two special meetings held dirring the 
year. The loan of Rs. 15,000 borrowed from Government in 1901 was wiped off completely, the last 
instalment having been paid.

21. A comparative statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance is annexed :—

191».
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
^ead 2.

1917.
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

1. Po^matipn of local area by latest Census . . 6,084

(

5,034
2. Number of resident males by division *

officers’ lists reported liable to labour .. — 3,1841 --- — 2,216 —
3. Discharged obligation within local area by—

(0) Paying single commutation 1,782 83- 50S 1,765 79-65
(6) paying double commutation 3S 1-64 31 1-39
[C) Labouring Six days — — —
(d) Labouring twelve days — __ -- - —

4. Total discharged obhgation M l7 85-14 1,796 81-05
5., Failed to discharge obligation within local

area, but otherwise accoimted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of disqualifica-

tiOn of physical inability to work
and in jail and volunteers 31 1-46 27 1-22

(/) Fftid or laboured elsewhere 128 5-99 183 8-26
(g) Double entries and entries by mistake 16 •76 18 •81
(h) Fined 6 •28 10 •45
(i) linprisoned 1 •05 2 •09
(/) Left locni area 24 1 - i a 18 •72

' ■' (fc) Dead ■ 2 ■09 2 ; -09
6. Totai M\ed to discharge obligation vsdthin

loeai area 208 9-75 258 11-64
7. Unaccounted for ' 100 5-108 -- - 162 ' 7- 31

* 22. Programme of New Worlcs for 1918.—(1) Building a public' latrine for females; (2) two
urinal latrmes a t the public m arkets; (3) construction of a new road from Atutwatta road to Puttalam 
road ; (4) extension of gala shed ; (5) buildmg cooly lines fof the Local Board coolies; and (6) metalling 
of Jetty  stre^, St. Mary’s street, and Lake road.

Chilaw, January 29, 1918.
W. H. B. CARBERY,

Chairman,
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NOETH-OBNTEAL PEOVIEOE.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT AGENT, NORTH-CENTRAL 
• . PROVINCE, FOR 1917.

_Area, 4,080Jaquaye miles; Popiilatioiiin 1911, 86,269.

I.—Changes in  Officials.
I n April Mr. T. GoonetiUeke succeeded Mr. M. Prasad as Police Magistrate. In  July Mr. M. H. 

Kantawala, Office Assistant, left for t ie  Municipal Magistrate’s Court, Colombo, and was succeeded^ 
by Mr. E. C. Dias, Chief Clerk of the Kachcheri, and later by Mf. G- de Livera, Revenue Officer,* 
Tamankaduwa, who for nearly .eight years had most capably administered that district. Mr. D. 0. 
de Silva, Chena Muhandiram, was appointed to act as Revenue O0oer, Tamankaduwa. The rank of 
Dissawa was conferred on Mr. L. R. Rulankulama, Raternahatmaya Of Nuwaragam palata.

II.—^REVENUE.
The revenue of the calendar year was Rs. 161,370’2l* Rs. 1,479‘40 less than in  1916 ; the chief 

decrease .was in land sales, due to the leasing system. ' -

, HI.-r-FoOD Supply , Agbicultube, Condition of tAH jpEopUE, and  H ealth .
The objective of the year has been to lay in  a stock of food, mSdiy Yfllages having nothing in their 

bams,; which means living on bazaar credit. As recorded in the report for 1916, fete ram in January, 
1917, saved the general agricultural situation, when the prospects Were bad ; but eertain areas, notably 
the Wilachohiya korale and parts of Nuwaragam korale on the westerh side of the Province, continued 
to be afflicted by drought ; and Tamankaduwa on the eastern side suffered from both drought and floods ; 
cateipilJars did much damage to paddy in Tamankaduwa ; money to  buy seed paddy was advanced ; 
the tobacco and Indian com on the Mahaweli-ganga a t the end of the year have fortunately been good.

To ensure a proper food supply, plentiful chenas have been given throughout the Province, though 
the burning of some was prevented by rain ; the difficulty during bad seasons has been, with a 
percentage of twenty or so of the population too poor or too sick, Or both, fo find proper means of 
subsistence ; some freè ehenaS have been given to these people, and where rent ^  due, the rate has been 
reduced and recovery deferred till crop time. Work on jungle eW iing on roadsides was given to  
villagers willing to take it. Gingelly, out of which villagers expect to  jnako money, was a poor crop in 
1917, owing to insufficient rain in the month for this cultivation.

The borage tanks (as fiistinguished from village tanks) all fiUod, and paddy crops under these 
were good, with some damage by rain in September. The annual fly post in paddy was troublesome ; 
worms also attacked the young kurakkan in Wilachchiya korale. ThO fl$h SUpply was good. In  some 
villages cultivation was delayed owing to shortage of buffaloes, dUe to rinderpest of past years, hoof-and- 
mouth disease, and buffaloes beingrun over on the railway. Sensitive plant SOems to be on the increase, 
and smothers some chenas and fields. Lantana is rather welcomed tÌà n  Otherwise, for a  good lantana 
jungle means land available for chenaing again in five or six years, instead Of ten or fifteen.

Happily a good north-east monsoon, except in Wilaehohiya korafe, haS u t the time of writing, 
and barring accidents, ensured the food supply for the I^Ovince, With produce to »pafe for other 
Provinces ; pumpkins, cucumhere, and othervegetablea are already being Sent i^-country andefeewhére 
by train. The Question whether it is possible to raise mote prodtice^Ut bf chenas than villagers do has 
never been tested j I  doubt the possibility ; the way to prove it would be for the Agricultural Department 
to work an ordinary Village chena and see what happens. The same with fields. Can produce hke beans 
be raised from fiel^ when there is not a secured supply of water Ì The real test would be for the 
Agricultural Department to work on a village field in the diy season, instead of in the irrigated experimental 
garden. Caps for guhs and gunpowder are very high in price, and crOps suffer from devastation by 
wild beasts owing to the restricted use of guns. Villagers are in difficulties owing to high prices of cloths, 
which many cannot noW afford to buy.

Dispensane^.—r-Axiangementa are being made to open branch dispensaries a t Minneriya, Kapu- 
goUewa, Dematawewa, and Tammannewa, and a central dispensary a t Horowapotana, A dispensary 
a t Punewa, towards the Vavuniya boundary, is needed. Owing to  the failure of rains towards 
the end, of 1916, the fever season in the early part of 1917 was below the average.

Parangi is a feature in out-of-the-way villages, and where food and water have been short ; a  
good many cases are tòo had for hospital ; other parangi patients Who stay in hospital long enough get 
good cures. ,  Skin disease in the form of very virident itch is too prevalent,

■ Two typical Sinhalese villages were examined fo r, anchylostonliasis, with the following bad 
results :-T^an^knjam , 20  cases examined, and found 16 hookworm, 12  round worm, 10 whipworm ; 
Ukkulankulam, 63 cases examined, and found 41 hookworm, 27 round worm, 25 whipworm.

Shortage Of Straw in a numher otviilages, owing to drought of past years, has left many huts in 
bad condition ; while the dwelling quarters of too, many vfflages*are stiRmere swampsin the wet weather ; 
considerable efforts are .being made to move villagers out of these swamps to  higher land. I t  is not so 
easy to move vilJagepS in inany eases, for they are extremely conservative, and wholly lacking in  iniliativo 

9(i)18
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. and energy, no douH  owiûg to  th.eH internal state, of worms above 4escribed. Once they move, 
appearances improve, an4 the people are ap t a t  planting'up gardens with various kinds of vegetables, 
plantains, ^o,, when they get new land. B ut cattle destroy a large' percentage of produce.

• *  ̂ 1 • e ’
IV.—H eaPth  of Oattpb .,

■ This has been good, except for the  usual epidemic of hoof-and-mouth disease ; cattle have benefited 
by the rain distributed throughout the year, and most of the animals are in good condition. A good 
many cattle were sold ih villages where food supply was short.

V. — P̂lLGEIMAGES.
M ai^ pilgrims Visited the shrines in M&y ; no extra police were brought in from Colombo a t . 

jdlgrimage time. On thêdast afteMmoB of the Jidy pilgrimage heavy rain fell, causing pilgrims to disperse. 
A pilgrims’ rest has been built a t PolOnnaruwa by charitably disposed Sinhalese from Colombo.

VI. — Êdttoation. '
' Ne\V schools are being built a t  Maradankadawala and Kahatagasdigiliya ; a new school has 

been opened a t  Horowapotana, the Morakewa school being discontinued. The new Ordinance raising 
school attendance age will not make much difference in this Province, as boys have already been 
attending school up to  the age of fourteen. School building work is now in charge of Mr. T. C. Wiggin, 
Superintendent of Minor Roads.

. _ VII.—MUNICIPAIi AND QuASI-MttNICIPAL GOVERNMENT.
The Usual reports of the Provincial and District Road Committees and Local Board are annexed.
The Local Board.midwife resigned, as the inhabitants failed to employ her. A number of lease 

permits to plant land in Local Board limits have been granted, as lands cannot be sold.
Gansabhawas.-^Qood Work has been done both in the courts and by the office staff. New 

GansabhaiVa buildings have been put up a t Welimapotana and Yakalla.
A postal receiviHig office was opened, out of Gansabhawa funds, a t  Nochchiyagama on the 

'Puttalam  foa®»
Some additional régistration divisions for marriages, births, and deaths were created, for the 

oonvenience*of the people.
-r V III.—^PtJBLio Works.

,  ̂ The, new bungalow for the I)istrict Engineer, Maradankadawala, u^as completed ; some more 
■clerks’ 'quart<®s in Anuradhapura are being built. A causeway a t  the Hewanelle-oya on thé Kala-oya 
road to  the jíorth-W estem Province has been asked for. '  "

IN .—K andKan Ma reuGbs.
520 marriages registered'during the year ; 28 divorces granted.

X .—ÏBïaoATioN.
In November the Ihala Talawa tank burst owing to a leak at the' sluice, which was old and rotten : 

direct irrigation is being carried on from the Yódamela through the tank bed.
The usual earthwork and maintenance were done on Village tanks,- and the levels of a number 

of spills verified, and some raising of spills allowed to prevent spill waste- of “water where water is too 
Short for safety df crops» At the same time the submerging of paddy fields by the waters of tanks is a 
troublesome question, and arrangements are being made to  give exchange lands more readily.

Five hundred bnshels of paddy raised under the tanks of the town Of Anuradhapurt, (connected 
with Kalawewa by the Yoda-ela) were supplied to Ptittalam District. The country under the Kalawewa 
Yoda-ela Has been prosperous all along, and is a great monument to  Sir Arthur Gordon, who restored 
the irrigation system thirty years ago. Kalawewa “Was spilling in December.

A colonization scheme under Naohchadmva tank is being discussed, the vital and doubtful point 
being the question of suitable people as settlers.

" XI.-w E x cise . - *
The arrack taverns at Habarâna and Kabatagasdigihya were abolished, as they were found 

mmecessary.
XII,--—Police, ChritE, a n d  CdtruTS»

• The Police Magistrate, Mr, T. GOonetilleke, reports as follows “ There were twocases of murder 
in 1917, an unusual thing for this Province. Both Were the result of sudden fits of passion. Several 
cases of alleged burglary yere reported during the year. Cattde thefts seem to have decreased in 1917. 
One case of theft of some nine cattle Was smartly detected by the headmen in  Kurunegala District, and 
waa committed to  the Supreme Court ; Case not yet tried. The*© have bemi a  good num ber of deaths 
caused by leopards, bears, and crocodiles. Tb© Police have worked satisfactorily.”

In July there was a change of Sub-Inspeotors, Mr. Meedin, who had been here for some years, 
leaving for BaduUa. The work of Mr. G. -de Livera, Additional Assistant Superintendent, who has had 
experience in the Western Province, is much appreciated. A prisoner escaped from the jail quarry, 
and was recaptured and convicted. '

Two able-bodied vagrants were sent to  the Mouse of Vagrants, Mutwal, Oolombo, makiug 26 in 
all sent from here.

\  X III.—MiSCEtLANEOXTS,
Deer ahoimd in the Province, and add to  the food supply. Damanas Were set fire to  to  improve 

the grazing. Leopards, bears, wild pigs, and elephants are in excess ; rogue and her<i elephants do 
much damage to crops ; theJProvince is always indebted to Mr. tC. 0 . Wiggin for shqoting a  good many 
rogue elephants. Colonel Fell and Mr. T. Y. Wright also shot a  couple., There have been some 
casualties from elephants. There have been only three or four oases of rabies.

In January the Ceylonese election poll was taken, 14 votes being east.
In  March a private motor bus started running between AnuradhapüTa and Prificomnice, hut 

owing to breakdowns is now discontinued.
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In February Sir John MarsljaR’̂ sited Aauradhapura, Mihiatale, and Polonnaruwa,
, ,  The sedent Buddha near Jetawanarama was damaged hy adlhe mischievous person ; there has' 

been a good deal of treasure hunting in rocks m  the jungles; apparehtly thsre have been no “ finds.” 
Gearing of archseological areas has been carried on by Mr. At L. Perera, Muhandiram, in 

Anuradhapura, and Mr. D. A. Jayasekcra, Inspector of Ruins,, a t Polobm&iruvia. A sannasa on stone 
was dug up at Sangilikanadarawa,,and is being examined by Mr. H. 0. B. BcU. Mr. Bell also visited 
the Province to' give evidence in the Kiralowa sannas case.^

Mr. H. F. Hpmby of the Survey Department left for England fOi wftl? service.- » i
Two men of the Province, Messrs. A. J . Joseph and S. Wdrkus, Wbr© accepted for the Sanitary 

Corps for Mesopotamia. - '  <
’ The Province subscribed Rs. 51,050 to premium bonds for the Vai. v'

The Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild was carried on byjiire. vam iw estas Honorary Secretary, 
after the departure of Mrs. Stronach.

The Province has subscribed during the year Rs. 1,580'60* to the monthly One Day’s Pay Pond 
for the war. ,

Two shocks of earthquake were felt a t Horowapotana and Anuradhapma- 
Rainfall;-^Anuradhapura town, 66'02 inches; Mihintale, lO '? ! inches ; Horowapotana,'74*76 

inches; Madawachchi, 66'_59 inches; Maradankadawala, 94*02 inches; itamankaduwa, 86*65inches; 
The lowest ramfall was in June, the highest in November; the figures afe abnormally high.

Owing to the distribution of rain throughout the year there was plenty of jungle produce, such aS 
yams and fruit of trees, on which the people subsist where tanks fail tb  fill.

Since the writing of this report was begun heavy and COntiwlbUs rain has fallen and done 
considerable damage to chena cultivation-; the same thing happened in tfio year under review.

Tirappane, January 25, 1918.
H. R. FREEMAN, 

Government Agent.

APPENDIX.

I.—REPORT OF THE PROVINCIAL ROAD COMMITTEE, NORTEi-CENTRAt PROVINCE, FOR 1917.y
The Provincial Road Committee of the North-Central Province Consisted, of the fofiowing, 

members:—The writer as Chairman; Mr. A. E. Mayes, Provincial ; And Unofficial Members,
, Messrs. S. D. Krisnaratne, 0. A. Valoopillay, L. P . Emerson, and G. Jayamabne. '

AD, resthouses were white and colour washed and other repairs attended to. Slone steps were 
built at the Polonnaruwa restbouse, from the tank to the resthonsA, for easy transport of w ater; metal 
was broken and piled for track metalling the approach road to the HOroTOpOtana resthouse.

The following statement shows the receipts and expenditure Of tfie Provincial Road Committee 
for 1917 ;-

ReventJe. Rs. c.
Amount received from District Road 

Committees on accoimt.of two-thirds 
commutation for principal roads, 
resthouses, &c.

From Nuwarakalawiya District 
Road Committee 13,549 4

Government s grant ' in pay of 
resthouse-keepers .. .. 260 0

Resthouse collections;—
(a) From Nuwarakalawiya District 

Road Committee 1,168 8
(5) From Tamankaduwa District 

Road Committee 766 72
Contributions from District Road Com­

mittees on account of Provincial
Road Committee establishment:— 

From Tamankaduwa District 
Road Committed 272 50

Miscellaneous receipts 500 50

Balance on January^1,1917  ̂ ..
16,495 84
7,84i 28

Total .. 24,337 12

Proviucial Road Committee’s Office, 
Anuradhapura, February 28, 1918.

Exrmmwm®,
Payments made ftom twothirds com­

mutation during the year under the 
provisions Of Ordinances Nos. 10 of 
1861, 31 Of 1884, and 10 of 1902 on 
account of**“ •

(o) Principal roadt
(6) ResthouSes .. . ’.

Upkeep, repair* and improvement of 
resthouses from funds other than 
two-thirds commutation 

Pay of resthOUSe»keepers 
Provincial Road Committee’s establish-

mdnti 9* • •
Misoellaneduachargee

Rs. c.

10,173
3,376

1,120 28 
612 60

600
487

Balance on Deeemher 31,, 1017ft
Total

16,168 82 
8,168 30

24,337 12

H. R. FREEMAN, 
Chairman.

II.—REPORT OF THE DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE, NUWARAKALAWIYA, FOR 1917.
The members of this Committee are the same as those of the Provincial Road Committee, with the 

exception of the Provincial Engineer; the District Engineer is an Official Member,
. Mr. T. 0.iWiggin, the Superintendent of Minor Roads, reports as follows :—
(1) total amount expended during the year was Rs. 19,972'60, of which Rs. 11,386‘49 

and Rs. 6,445*85 Was spent on the upkeep and improvement respectively of minor roads, Rs. 1,765*70 on 
resthouses, and Rs. 384 * 56 on District Road Committee buildings other than iesthpuses.

(2) ‘Upkeep of R()a^ . — T̂he usual maintenince of roads was carried oii^fimringthe year, and the roads
kept in fair order. Damage was done to the Madawachchiya-Kebitigollewa road and Eppawala-Timbiriwewa 
road by heavy transport of timber by the Forest Depmtm^t, - .
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(3) Invproveimnt of Moods.—The following improvements were carried out during the y ear:—
(а) Anuradhapura-Arippu road! Gravelling embankment a t a newly built culvert.
(б) Ottappnwa-Andarawewa road; 2 miles side drain "cutting and forming road, reducing hills, and 

raising road at low places.
(c) Eppawala-Timbiriwewa road; 1 mile and 30 lines side drain cutting and forming road, reducing

hills and raising road at low places, gravelling 3 miles of road for the first time, clearing jungle tq' 
a width of 15 feet on each side of road for 3 miles, altering two small wooden bridges into culverts 
with stone covers, building eight permanent stone culverts, forming approaches- and gravelling, 
and cutting and removing trees from 1 mile of road.

(d) Eastern minor road: Building three permanent stone culverts and forming approaches to culyerts.
(e) Sippukulam-Qalenbindunuwewa road: Gravelling 1 mile of road for the first time, clearing jungle to

a  -width of 15 feet on each side of road for 3 miles, building two permanent stone culverts, forming 
approaches to culverts, and gravelling.

(/) Madawachchiya-Horowapotana road : Re-graveUing some bad sections of the 4th and 9th miles.
(4) District Road Committee buildings other than resthouses were white and colour washed and other 

repairs attended to. The well at Etakada was deepened by 6 feet.
The usual comparative statement of the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances for 1916 and 

1917, together with receipts and expenditure for 1917, are annexed :—

Comparative Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances for 1916 and 1917.

1. Population 
Census

of local area by last

>3.

officers’
labour

lists reported liable to

area by—

(c) Labouring six days
(d) Labouring twelve days 

4  Total discharged obligation
6. Faffled to discharge obligation within

local area, but otherwise accou 
for as— ' •

(e) Exempted on account of age.

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere.
(g) Double entries or entries b

mistake..
(h) Fined
(•i) Imprisoned 
(;) Left local area

6. Total failed to discharge obligatio
witiiia local area ,

7, Unaccounted for ..

1916.
1

P ercentage  
on  N um ber  

u nder _ 
H ead  2.‘

1917.

Percentage 
on Number 

under 
H ea d  2.

— 7 4 ,137 — — 7 4 ,1 3 7

— 21 ,329 — — 2 0 j4 9 8

1 8 ,4 5 6 86*53 1 8 ,8 5 5 91*98
9 9 •4 6 130 *63

6 •0 3 24 *12

IQ RA1 8 7 -0 2 1 a  AAa

1 ,9 3 6 ft-08 845 4*12
351 1 -6 5 326 1*59

41 •1 9 18 *09
1 — V c —

1 ____ —

438 2 - 0 6 299 1*46

2,768 12*98 1 m o 7*26

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure, District Road Committee, Nuwarakala-wiya, for 1917.
R evenue.

Cppunutation realized in money 
Commutation realized in labour 
Government contribution in aid of- 

minor works 
Miscellaneous receipts

Rs. c. 
2 8 ,6 7 2  50  

3 6  0

1 0 ,1 7 3  0 
2 ,3 8 2  72

Balance on January 1,1917

Total

4 1 ,2 6 4  22  
144 3

4 1 ,4 0 8  25

ExPENDirUBB.
Payment made on account of principal 

roads and resthouses 
Amount expended on minor works . .  
Establishment and commission to divi­

sion officers:—
(d) Contribution on acco-unt Rs. c. 

Provincial Road Com­
mittee establishment —

(b) Cost of District Road
Committee establish­
ment •- 4,647 92

(c) Comimission to division
officers . .  2,649 34

Rs. 0.

13 ,549' 4  
1 8 ,7 1 7  9

Miscellaneous charges 

Balance on December 31,1917
r

Total

7,297  26 
1,108  28

4 0 ,6 7 1  67 
736 68

4 1 ,4 0 8  25

District Road Committee’s OfiSce, 
Anuradhapura, February 28, 1918.

H. R. FREEMAN, 
Chairman,
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III.—REPORT OF THE DISTRICT. ROAl) COMMITTEE, TAMANKADtTWA, FOR 1917.
, ,  The District Road Coiamittee of TamahkaduTO consisted in 1917 of the following 

members The writer as Chairman ; Mr. G. d6 Livera, Revenue Officer; Mr. t), C. de Silva from 
August 23,1917, on Mr. de Livera’s transfer as Office Assistant in the Kachchbii! and Mr. S. IM. S, 
Eajasooriya, District Engineer, Jlaradankadawaln, as Official Members; and Messrs. P.-L. Adrian Appu- 
hamy, K. V. Varitamby, and T. B. Mhmeriya as Unofficial Members. On the death of Mr. T. B. 
Minneriya, Mr. M. A. Allis Appuhamy succeeded in September, 1917.

Poll tax collections were Es. 2,806‘50, and the total amount to credit a t  the beginning of the yeftl 
was Es. 4,198‘82.

. A sum of Ra. 3,000 was spent on side drain cutting and eartbu^ork on the Topawewa-Galella rOad 
to a distance of 4 | miles. '  * ,

Ea. 327 was spent on clearing the road bett^een Alutoya and Minneriya.
The Committee invested Rs. 1,000 in premium bonds.
The usual comparative statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ofdiuances for 

and 1917, and statement of receipts and expenditure for 1917, are annexed :—

Comparative Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances for 1916 and 191T.

Percentage Pwoentage
1916. on Number 

under 1917. on Nmnb^
nn<fer

Head 2. Head 2.
1. Population of local area by last

Census
2. Number of resident males by division 

officers’ lists reported liable to

6,778 6,778

labour . .  • .. ■-- 1,931 — 1,963 ---
3. Discharged obligation within local

area by— '
(a) Paying single commutation 1,748 90‘62 1,771 90-22
(b) Paying double commutation 13 •67 50 2-64
(c) Labouring sis days — --  '
(d) Labouring twelve dayS 

4. Total discharged obligation
—

1,761 9J-*19
—

1,821 92*76
6. Failed to discharge obligation within

local area, but otherwise accCunted 
for as—

(e) Exempted on account ef age. .

death, disquaUficatiou, or 
physical inability to work 113 5‘86 94 4-79

i f )  Paid or laboured el^where.. 39 20 1 7 •36
(g) Double entries or entries by

mistake.. 2 •10 27 1-37
(h) Fined • ;-- — —

( i ) Imprisoned — —

(/) Lê t local area
6. Total failed to discharge obligation 

within local area

16

170

■$2

8-80

14

142

•71

7-23
7. Dnaeoounted for . . .. — — —

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure, district Road Committee, Tamanfeaduwa, for 19i7.
Es. e.ReVehxtb.

Commutation realized in money 
Government Contribution in aid of 

minor works ..  ' . .

Balance on January 1, 1917

Total

Es. c. 
2,806 60

335 0

3,141 60 
4,198 82

7,340 32

EXriteHDITUEB.
Payment made on account of principal 

roads and resthouses 
Amount expended on minor works 
Establishment and commission to divi­

sion officers—
(а) i Contribution onraccount Es, c,

Provincial Boad Com­
mittee establishment . 162 60

(б) Cost of District Road
Cominittee establish­
ment .. 366 11

(c) Commission to division
. .  223 16

Miscellaneous charges (loan for war 
fund) . .

Balance on December 31, 1917

Total

445 0 
3,327

750 76

1,000 '  0

6,622 -76 
1,817 56

7,340 32

District Road (A»mmittee’s OUbe, 
TamankaduWa, February 2$, 1918. 

9(1)18

H. R. FREEMAN, 
Chairman.
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IV.—r e p o r t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  b o a r d , ANURADHAPURA, f o r  1917.

Board, Anuradhapasra,A OOMPAEAfJVB 
for 1Ö16 and 1917 is as

RBVBNtrB.
Taxes 
Bicepses ••
Rents
Fines
Micellaneous

Temporary deposits 
Refund of advances

Balance on January 1

statement of -tire revenue and expenditure of the Local 
follows :—

d9l6. 
Ra. c. 

8,507 84 
2,642 2 
«,469 70 

393 75 
3,068 25

23,071 56 
321 55

23,393 11 
26,672 37

1917.
Bs. c. 

8,417 35 
3,233 50 
7,726 49- 

607 90 
3,223 60

23,208 84 
354 76 
106 0

23,669
22,568

Total . .  50,065 48 46,237 68

E x p e n d i i u b e .

Cost of administration 
Sanitation 
Lighting . .
Police charges 
Public works 
Miscellaneous

Other payments 
Investment On account of 

war loan

Balance on December 31 ..

1916.- 1917
Ra. 0. Bs. 0,

3,779 1 ..  4,163 12
11,370 42 . . 11,014 64

1,844 68 .. 2,070 86
218 29 98 77

9,631 48 .. 12,770 97
277 67 408 37

27,121 45 30,526 73
375 95 454 91

— . 8,060 0

27,497 40 38,981 64
22,568 8 . 7,256 4

60,065 48 46,237 68

2. The revenue of 1917 shows an increase of Rs. 137‘28 on that of the previous year.
3. The usual work of maintenance of roads and buildings was carried out during the year.
4. In  the Way oj hnpirovements, the following works were undertaken and completed during 

th ey èa t:—
(а) New quarters were btiilt for the Inspector, Local Board, and road overseer, as the old ones 

. were unfit and unsafe for habitation.
(б) Two sets of lines were built on the Mihintale and Kurunegala roads for coolies, 
ioj A» apptOaob road Wasetmstructed for the eooly lines on Mihintale road.
(d) The welt a t  the vegetable market was filled up, as the water was bad.
(e) A portion' of the Outei^ Circular road, betweep the 5th and 6th idiles, was metalled and

improVèd.
(f) A cemept drain was built in Bread street and connected with the Kurunegala road drain.
5. There Wore seventeop cases of cMckenpox and four cases of measles during the year Most of ‘ 

these were removed to  the infectious diseases hospital. A sum of Rg. 11,014'64 was spent on sanitation.
6. Lighting ; six new street lamps were pu t up during the year.
7. Rs. 8,000 was invested in premium bonds.
8. A general election of Unofficial Members for 1917-T-18 was held on April 4, Ì917, under the new 

OrdiPaPee No. 27 of 1016. MeSsrs.S. Navaratparajah, V. Ramaswamy, and D, L. C. Jinadasa were elected.
9. Ten meetipgs were held during the year. The Ufficiai Members were the writer as Chairman ; 

Mr. A. Mayes, Frovincial E n ^ e e r  ; and Uf. G. W. yap Tweat, Proyipcial Surgeop.

Comparative Statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances for 1916 and 1917.

1. Population of Real area by last

2. Number of residentmaJesby divfeion
ofiScers’ lists reported liable to 
labour

3. Discharged obligation within Real
ateahy-^

(a) Pa3ung single commutation 
' ' (6) Paying dOimle commutation

(c) Labouring six days
(d )  Labouring twelve daj/s

4. Total discharged pbligation

for as—
(e) Exemptedbn account of age,

death, disqualidcation, or 
phsisical inability to work 

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere..
(g)  Double entries or entries by

mistake..
(h) Fined
(i) Imprisoned
( j )  Left local area

6. Total failed to discharge obligf
within local area

7. Unaccounted for , .

1916.
Percentage 
on Number 

under 
Head 2.

1917. '
Percentage 
on Number 
' under 

Head 2.

— 5,3S4 — — 5,354 —

— 2,802 — — 2,810 —

-2,153 76-84 2,318 82-49
46 1-64 30 1-07

— — — —
—

2,199 7g*4S

68 2-43 18 •64
52 1-86 74 2-63

5l 1-82 > 22 -78
2 •07 1 •04

— -- - —

427 16-24 347 < 12-35'

600 21-41 16-44
— 3 •11 ~~ — •—

Local Board Office, 
Anmadhapura, February 28, 1918.

H. R. FREEMAN, 
Ghainnan.
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PEOTINOB OP UVA.

ADMINISTEATION REPORT O f  THE GOVERNMENT AGENT, PROVIN0E OF
tfVA, FOR 1917.

l . *-JltiRODTJCTORY.
- Changes of Officials.—^Mr. W. K. R. Caoipbell, District Judge, was succeeded by Mr, G. F, R. 

Browning on February 28, 1917. Mr. Rrowning was succeeded by Mr. J. R. Walters on July l l ,  1917. 
Mr. T. W. Roberts was appointed Assistant Commissioner of Excise on March I, l9l7, ÍÜ sucOeSsion to 
Mr. H. G. R. Anthonisz. Mr. R. G, de Rivera, Assistant Superintendent of Excise» Vas succeeded on 
August 15 by Mr. S. D. A. de Kretser, Mr. L. D. C. Hughes, Office Assistant, left tRe Island on war 
service, and was succeeded by Mr. F. Marshall on January 29, 1917.

I I . ^ R bvbnue .
The total revenue collected at the BaduHa Kachcheri was Rs. 522,2ii6*40, as eompared with 

Rs. 463,774’ 61 in the previous year, ah increase'of Rs. 58,441 • 89. There were meréaseiS under the h©a& 
of Salt, Arrack, Stamp Duty, and RrigaliOn Rates. The increase in the sale of salt a t the Government 
store was due to a temporary stoppage of the salt carts from Hambantota during a period of heavy rain. 
The increase in the arrack rent was chiefly due to the erroneous inclusion of a tavern in the list published, 
The tavern was not opened, and Steps wete taken to refimd the value to the renters. The Increase in 
stamp duties was due to the new Ordinance relating to stamp duties. The increase under Irrigation Rates 
was due chiefly to collection of arrears. There was a large decrease under the head Rand Sales owing to 
the abohtion of the sale of large lots of Crown land. a.

m . —»ESPENDinJEE.
The expenditure brought account Was Rs. 223,164, as compared with Rs. 207,040 for the 

previous year.
i V . - A J o i tp i x io N  OF THE People.

The principal industries are agricultural, the products being tea, rubber, rice, dry grain, cocpnut, 
and cocoa. The staple food of the people is rice, or in the more remote parts of the Province dry grain 
without rice. The local supply Of rice is entirely inadequate for the needs of the Province, a large quantity 
of imported rice being consumed. The area Under paddy cultivation during the year is reported to have 
been 25,122 acres as against 24,923 acres in 1916, and the yield 473,432 bushels as compared with 530,459.

Chenas to the extent of 3,624 acre? were oultivated on permits. I  have thought it desirable to 
encourage chena cultivation since the war began in order to  increase the local food supply, and the 
foUowihg figijres show the area cultivated in dmerent years '

Acres. Aeré».
1913 .. .. 1,879 1916 .. .. 3,567-^
1914 . .  . .  2,677 1917 . .  . .  3,024
1915 ..  - 3,036

Illicit clearings to the extent of 1,880 acres were dealt with, as against 1,722 acres in 1910, A 
large proportion of these are situated in Binteima, where till a couple of years ago payment for chOhas was 
not recovered, and where the villagers are hot yet accustomed to applying for permits in due time. 
Coconuts are grown throughout the Province wherever the elevation is not too high. English Vegetables 
are grown to a considerable extent in the higher districts, especially in the neighbourhood of Palugama. 
A small quantity of tobacco is grown in Bintenha and XJdukinda. Practically no new atea was opened 
in tea or rubber] during the year. ’ ’

The number of carts registered in 19l7 was 668, as against 776 in 1916; while the figures fOr motor 
vehicles were 251, against 224.

Cattle Disease.—Seventeen deaths Were reported from rinderpest. There were various outbreaks 
of foot-and-mouth disease, but all were dealt with ^promptly and efficiently.

Health of the People.-^This was, on the whole, satisfactory. There were no epidemics of any 
serious disease, and malaria was not more than usually prevalent. I t  appeared to me during my circuits 
that there was some increase m parSngi in some locahties.. I  sent a considerable number of parangi 
cases to the various hospitals.

The rainfall was again fairly Wefl distributed throughout the year without any long period of 
droughty and this is, I  think, a factor conducive towards aatisfactoiy heaRh conditions. The rainfall 
for the various months was as follows

'  Month.
. Jmuary 
February 
March 

 ̂ April 
May 
June ■

The number of deaths registered -in the year was 7,763, as against 7,977 in 1916. Births were 
10,194, as compared with 10,246. _

9(1)18.

Inches. »ays, Month. Indies. Days.
16-24 .. 17 July 3-90 9
11-44 16 August 4-36 16
11-16 23 September 11-85 21
5-21 9 October 5-06 .. 13
1-85 12 November .. * 8-06 21
1-24 7 December 7-94 21
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V.— P̂lJtGEIMAGES.

[P a s t  1.

The usual BuddhjSt\ pilgrimages took place a t Badulla and Alutnuwara. I  was present at the 
l a t t ^  when a number of offerings were made to be placed in the dagoba, which has been imder restoration 
By ihe h feh^ngana  <jrr©6/t Dagoba €om;^etion Society. A large number of cash subscriptions were 
paid towards the work of restoration, and I  was' struck by the Society’s excellent arrangements for 
receiving these. Clerks tP'ere stationed in a  shed with printed receipt books containing numbered receipts 
for different amounts, ahd pilgrims were warned against giving any subscriptions without obtaining a 
receipt for the amoimt.

Better arrangements are desirable for ferrying pilgrims over the Mahaweli-ganga. Many thousands 
on the Kandy side could not get over owing to lack of accommodation in the ferryboats, and some of 
those who did get over could not get back till they had exhausted all their provisions and money. The 
Sanitation Of the pilgrimage requires a tten tion ; for instance, it  has been the custom for the bathing 
place to be higher up the river than the place for drawing water.

The Roman Catholic festival a t Welimada was held as usual. The annual Kataragama festival was 
attended by Hindus from all over the Island. AU passed off without disturbance and without epideihio.

VI.—EmjCATioir.
There are 35 Government schools (32 boys’ and 3 mixed) in the Province, 24 grant-in-aid schools 

(4 boys’, 14 mixed, and 6 girls’), and 182 temple and mosque schools. The school opened at Maliadda 
was closed, as the villagers did not fulfil their promise of providing a suitable building, and the teacher 
was transferred to the new school a t  Tuppitiya, which has made a very good start. At Buttala the 
villagers erected a temporary budding, and anchoo! was opened, and is doing well. I  hope to provide 
a permanent building next year. The building for the new school a t Ekiriyankumbura was completed, 
and a new building at 0!^am pitiya commenced. Passara school was enlarged. A t  Pitakumbura a 
school building was erected for a new school, the Village Committee contributing Rs. 700 towards the cost. 
A sum of Rs. 8,121 • 51 was spent on new buildings, repairs, and. salaries.

VII.— P̂OEICE AiTD CBIMB. r
During the year 305 cases of serious crime were reported to court, as against 268 in 1916. Of 

the total 305,v41 were pending at the end of the year, 82 were found to be false or doubtful, 72 ended in 
convictions, 70 in acquittals, and in 80 the evidepce was insufficient to charge any one. Out of 8 cases 
of homicid©, there were convictions in 4, acquittals in 2, while 2 were pending at the end of the year. ' 
There were 66 cases of cattle theft, a$ against 40 last year, and 11, ended in convictions. There were 
31 stabbing cases, as against 27. Aphrt from the increase ip cattle theft, for which I  can offer no 
explanation, the amormt of crime is much as uspah The work of the Police was satisfactory. P. S. 99 
Silva at Bapdarawela di4 very good work in several difficult cases, and P. S. Sarangapani a t Badulla 
cleverly hupfed down and eventually arrested an accused, who had absconded, hi a case of homicide. 
The conduct of the Police was good, and the general efficiency of the force ifi the Province was, in Biy 
opinion, high. The relations between Police and héadmen have been invariably good. As regaríE 
headmen, thote was soma improvement m criminal work. ■ •

V l l l .— L̂ocaL Goveenmíset.

The towns under the operation of the Small Towns Sanitary Ordinance are Haputale, Passara, 
Koslanda, Eunugala, Haldummulla, and Welimada* At Passara the construction of a meat market was 
commenced. At Lunugala the pipeline to  the bazaar was extended and another standpipe provided. 
On the comi>lation of the slaughter-house a t Koslanda the butcher gave up business.

Village CommitteeSi-^here are four Village • Tribunal Presidents for the Province. The total 
number of Village Tribunal cases instituted during the year Was 2,971 civil and 3,840 criminal. On 
January 1 ,1917, there wer© 123 civil and 340 crhninal cases pending. Out of these, 2,787 civil and 3,353 
criminal oases were decidod during th© year, excluding 234 eivff and 521 criminal cases amicably settled. 
The number of appeals to the Government Agent was 123. In 84 cases the judgments of the Presidents 
Were confirmed and in 39 set aside. i!he number of appeals from the Government Agent’s decision to 
the Governor in Executive Council was 1. '

The total collections of the Village Committees for the year amounted to Rs. 22,537‘ 15, as against 
Rs. 19,334- $8 in 1916, under the heads Communal Collections, Village Tribunal Fines, Cattle Vouchers, 
and Miscellaneous Receipts. The balance brought forward from 1916 was Rs. 1,080- 01. Out of the sum 
of Rs. 23,617' 16 thus available, Rs. 23,376- 52 were spent in repairing 17 Village Tribimal court-houses, 
21 ambalam's, 6 dispensaries, 3 weUs, apd 2 bridges, and in maintaining 395 Village Committee roads— 
li381 miles in length. The expenditure on the Staff of the Village'Committees w as; Clerical staff 
Rsi 3,631, peons Rs. 1,140, court keepers and disjkefisary kee^ters Rs. 1,190.—I t  has become evident 
that the funds a t the disposal of the Committees are inadequate- to m aintain the roads and buildings, and 
it was decided to increase the Village Committee tax from 50 cents to 75 cents per head from 1918.

IX.— B̂abd Sales and SetpleMents. <•
The total area advertised for sale or settlement at the Kachcheri was 1,496 acres 2 roods 30-,30 

perches. Themumber of land sales held was 14. The extent sold and settled was 6S3^ores 2 roods 
15-25 perches, realizing Rs. 25,406- 42, a t an average mice of Rs. 37-16 per acre, as corppared with 1,203 
acres, realizing Rs. 84,947-53, at an average pricP of Rs. 70- 40 per acre in the yeaic 1916.

New Areas of Cultivation.—Of the area of land sold, an extent of 582 acres 3 roods 4- 25 perches 
was purchased by Europeans for tea and rubber cultivation and 100 acres 3 roods 11 perches by the 
native community. In addition to the sales a t the Kachcheri, the Settlement Officer sold an extent of 
326 acres 2 roods 28 perches, realizing R s. 5,235-14.
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Leasitig of Crown, Lands.— T̂he total extent leased ott the terms of the neii' leasing system was 
2 9 n'Cl'es 2 roods 35- 73 perches, realizing a total annual rental of Rs. Ml* 1$.

Statement showing the settlements under the Waste Eands Ordinance in 1917 :—

By whom settled.

Settlement Officer 
Government Agent

Declared
Crown.

A . ■ B. P .

9,231 1 2-75
20 3 14-49

Sold to  
Claimant.
A . B .  X, 

212 1 28 ., 
58 3 0 ..

Amoimt 
realized. 
B s. c.

1,629 5 
587 50

Declared
Private,

A, B. V,
295 0 O‘,03

Total settled.
A .  B . P .

9,738 2 33-75 
79 2 14-49

, X.—Ibeioation. ' '
The Divisional Irrigation Engineer reports ^
Surveys and Investigations.—A neW survey and le-fel travèfSe has been made of the Taldena-ela, Which is 

 ̂ being re-designed on modern lines. The field work is completed, and plans and estimates are being prepared 
• This work has been'delayed owing to sickness arid change in the staff.

A survey of the site for the proposed new divisional bungalow at BandarawOla was made, and an 
approach road traced thereto from the main road.

Small surveys and investigations as regards their irrigation possibilities Were also carried out during the 
year on the following works : Badunne Amunawewa, Ketakela-ela, Sudupanawila-ela, HeWanarawa tank, 
Yapamme-ela, and various small village works.

Construction.—A. permanent anicut was built on the Badulla-oya for the BadulUpitiya-ela at a cost of 
Rs. 940 - 45, and the improvements to this channel are now completed. This Work gave considerable trouble 
owing to the steady flow in the oya during the dry months and aflood in July, but wassuecessfnlly completed 
within the estimate. New retaining walls were constrUéted on the MaWela-ela, HingurugamuWa-ela, and the 
Urna-eia at a cost of Rs. 1,133-70.

Maintenance.—The major works have been maintained in good Order, and Various improvements have 
been effected. Special work included the raising of the Gal-oya left bank channel bund, which was completed. 
Rs. 1,612-46 was expended on the control and maintenance of village Works dnring the year, Chiefly in the 
payment of irrigation overseers and patrols, who visit and supervise aUnual earthwork and repairs in their 
respective districts. Until recently these overseers wefe workingimdet the subdivisional ofifieefs, who had no 
time to exercise proper supervision and control.

A Special Irrigation Sub-Inspector has, however, been recently appointed to-look after the village works 
in Uva, and considerable improvement may-now be expected in their condition and utility. There aie said 
to be 136 village tanks and 3,000 village elas in Uva alofle, and there is no doubt at all but that the irrigable 
capacity of the majority of these small works oàn be, without much trouble, improved aud increased, given 
energetic and methodical control on the part of the village works staff.

’ Irrigation and upkeep rules providing for regular and m®tbodicUl maintenance Work should be framed
and enforced for all works of any importance and size.

Any large increase in the amount of produce grown under village Works would be of incalculable benefit 
to a scattered yet self-contained Province like Uva, and yet should not be outside the bounds of probability 
if the efficiency and du ty  of the village works be carefully studied and improved,

The silt clearing along most of the irrigation works in the Üva is performed by the villagers, and unless 
looked after carefully is generally scamped and improperly done. In niany cases the health and prosperity 
of a whole village may be said tp depend pn the condition and e^Piency of itsixrigatioB ela,and the condition 
of the eia depends on the efficiency of the irrigation headman, who is responsible fpr seeing it  properly 
maintained.

XI -̂v R̂ttbljC WoebS;
The following works were completed : Quarters for Stock Inspector, Bandarawela ; dispensary 

Baduluwelai; apothecaries’ quarters, Haputale hospital ; and Passapa hospital.
W or^ in progress were ; New hospital, Alutaitiwara ; ne-w hospital. Buttala i and Maprovements 

to Lunugala hospital. ^
X B .—Othee Routine Wobk.

Arrack and Toddy.— T̂here are 18 arrack taverns and 47 toddy taverns in the Province. Two 
toddy taverns were closed.

Cattle Branding.—The total number of animals branded was f>,366.
Bog Begistration.— T̂he number of dogs iegistered was 5,532, and the number destroyed was 178.
Labour Ordinances.—^Monthly pay declarations were regularly received from 214 estates. There 

were no prosecutions for breaches of the Ordinances.' Medieâl aid4des were regularly collected.
Game.—Elephants are far too numerous in all the low-country parts of the Province. Owing to 

the difficulty which the villagers experience in getting gun caps, elephants seem to he losing their fear 
of man, and frequently walk into vUlages destroying tfees, gardens, and hoiœes. Attendance at several 
schools has fallen owing to fear of elephants. I  haVe now supplied the Ratemahatmayas -with caps 
to sell at reduced'rates to villagers molested by elephants. I  also had several mischievous elephants 
shot by local sportsmen. A large increase in Spotted deer is noticeable. I  repeat my opinion that the 
snipe should be made a game bird.

XIIÏ.—EoBEST AOMINISTMTIOIi,
The Assistant Conservato? of Fotests reports

Proposed Reserves.-—A block of forçât south of the Muppane-Wellawaya road, 1,468 acres in extent, was 
selected for reservation.

Departmental Work.—Owing to the war, the Railway Department, the Railway Construction Depart­
ment, and the Public Works Department all made great demands for fuel and timber from this di-vision ; the 
work was nearly trebled in consequence ; with the same staff as in previous years the demands Were met with 
the greatest difficulty. Forests in the -viôinity of Wellawaya, Buttala, and Muppane were, and are being, 
exploited for timber, and next yecr no doubt forests on the Hambantota road -will have to be tapped. The 
demand for fuel at Diyatalawa, Bandarawela, and Haputale increases every year, and a Government depot 
for sale of firewo6d at Bandarawela has been opened, which should serve a long-felt want in that town,

Revenue.—The total rëvenUe of the year amounted to Rs. 29,276, of which Rs. 17,117-95 represents 
value of timber supplied to Government Departments’.
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Be-affóf$$tation.~'Ever¡r area from Wliieli firewood is supplied is now clear felled and planted up again 
with exotics. Huoalyptus robusta. Acacia mclonoxylon. Acacia decurrens. Karri, and Jarrah are all being.tried'; 
also different Cypresses. At Bandarawela 10 acres were planted with Eucalyptus robusta and Karri, tod 
sown with CuprisSiis macrocarpa and Knighliana and Acacia decurrens. I t  is intended greatly to enlarge 
these plantations to meet the future fuel supply for the Badulla Railway and Badulla town. Ten acres at 
Judge’s Hill W0re planted with the broad-leafed and small-leafed mahogany, jak, and te a k ; the last did 
not do well. •

Ghena Plaivtdtians.—A  block of 20 acres was given out for cultivation near Wegama, on the Bibile- 
Alutnuwara road+ to  ch ^ a  cultivators, on  condition that they re-afforested it. However, a proper 
agreement with penalties was not drawn tip ; iKe plants came up, but were neglected by the cultivators, and 
eventually were choked by weeds. The área has been sown again this year,' and a fresh area given out on a 
proper agreement, There is no reason whatever why it  should not be successful, but knowing the lassitude 
and apathy of the villagers of Bibile district, I  anticipate much driving and enforcement of penalties before 
the scheme tvill be successful.

Protection of Forests.—Forest crime seems to be still very prevalent. In a Province like Uva, where it 
is  so difficult to get about, and the forests are situated in such out-of-the-way places, small illicit felling^ can- 
be carried out with small chance of detection, especially with only eleven forest guards who have an area of 
over 6,000 square miles to patrol, and who are not paid any travelling expenses.

XIV.—CONOLTJSIOW.
I  endeavoured on my circuits to keep in touch with all partsmf the Province. Village headmen 

I  always appoint on circuit, and as far as possible try and get the opinion of villagers present as to the 
merits of applicants.

"Wells are Still a crying need in many places. Funds were granted for a well a t Angunatolapelessa, 
and this was duly constructed. ^

The anchylostomiasis campaign caused a good deal of alarm in some parts of the Province. 
Villagers kept a supply of kurakkan cakes and salt ready to take into the jungle, in- the event of doctors 
appearing on the scene.

I  append one or two notes on particular places:—
Mahagama Pandihulam.— Î visited this magnificent tank, which used in old days to irrigate a 

large area in the Southern Province. I t  has. a very fine bisokotuwa and double outlets, with the carved 
figure of a cobra a t the end. There is only one breach in the bund, and the tank merits investigation, 
with a view to the possibility of restoration.

Horaiokka.^Ahont 125 acres of this tract, which was abandoned till three years ago, was 
cultivated. I  hope to get a further area finder cultivation this year.

Hemhardida.—^The whole of this ViUkg© tract of fields, 30 acrOs in extent, which were till recently 
abandoned, wer^ cultivated this year.

Nilgala.'— T̂hiS tract of fields, which was uncultivated since 1912, owing to the destruction of the 
ela by floods, Wa$ brought intu partial cultivation again a t the end of the year. The Ratemahatmaya 
has had the upposi^urt of the ela reo<mstrttOlod,.and I  hope this year all the fields will be cultivated.

Ptfeifcimi>aW.̂ Besides the new school building here, the Ratemahatmaya has had a very 
convenient dispensary constructed. This is visited weekly from Bibile.

Badulla Rtohcheri, 
April 18, 191$.

F. BARTLETT, 
Government Agent.

AFPENDIX.

I.—REPORT OF t h e  LOCAL BOARD OR B-ADtlLLA FOR l9 l7 .

The revenue for 1917 amounted t0 RS. 32,67l*59, being an increase of Rs. 4,646- 20 over tha t of 
the previous year. The increase was derived mainly from taxes, market rent, and conservancy fees. 
The statement of revenue and expenditure for 1 $16 and 1917 is annexed :—

1917. 
Bs. 0.

2,841 62 
4,461 15 
4,036 35 
4,336 90 

893 69 
1,716 41 
'131 9 

12,301 M  
1,655 60 
2,218 4

* REVEUVI!. 1910. 
Es. c. Re. 0. ExPBNDirttBti: 1916. 

Es. 0.
Taxes . . . .  14,294 24 . 16,006 8l Interest and sinking fund
Licenses . .  7,481 62 . 8,274 48 on loans ’ -r. 2,841 62

.'Rents . .  ^ . .  1,755 60 . 2,918 40 Cost of adminiStrSitien .. 4,501 81
Fines . .  : 881 31 542 25 Sanitation 3,499 4
Sundries . .  3,012 62 . 5,470 66 Conservancy scheme 2,373 04
Balance on January 1 . .  2,917 53 . . 1,900 81 Mosquito brigade 823 29

_ Lighting 1,682 43
Police . 97 65
Public works 12,043 60

- Petty expenses 1,279 3
Balance on December 31 1,900 81

Total . .  30,942 92 34,672 41 Total .. 30,942 92‘ 34,572 41

The scavenging of the town was satisfactorily carried oUt by the contractor. The latrine 
conservancy of the town was carried out satisfactorily“ under the supervision of the Local Board Inspector 
at a cost of Rs. 4-,336- 90. - -  ' - ^
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Street Idghting '.—AH lamp po$ts -were re-p?ijiited and maintained in good drder; the lighting 
done departmentally at a cost of Rs. 893“ 59. .

Rrfems.^AU'tlie bakeries in the town werp inspected and kept'inXah ordet.
Dogs.— T̂he following statement shows the number, of dogs registered an4 destroyed within the 

Local Board toWn of BaduUa ;—

1916
1917

Registered.
156
113

Destroyed.
61

182

, Cemetery.— T̂he cemetery was maintained in gooij order at a cost of Rs. 3Ò0;
Weights and Ifeaswrcs.-^Weights and measures in the town were tested and stamped.
Ifaier /SííppÍ2/.“ -Th'e water supply was, on the whole, satisfactory. Sti^dpipeS were repaired, 

and a new 2-inch main laid along Gregory road at a cost of Rs. 2,593* 55.
. ' Roads, <fcc.—The roads,,drains, and culverts in tKe town were maintained in good order at a  cost 

of Rs." 3,928*01. A sum of Rs. 877* 04 was spent on building cement concrete drains in Gregory toad 
nnd Mosque lane.

Public health Was satisfactory. 312 births and 379 deaths were registered during th o  year, a s  
against 288 births and 351 deaths the previous yéar.

Deviation of Badulla-oya.— R̂s. 3,454* 35 was spent during the year *, the work is progressingslowly.
Constitution of the Board.—The Official lytembers were Messrs. F. Bartlett, Government Agent ; 

A. de C. Carson, Provincial Engineer ; Drs. G. S. van Rooyen and L. Brohier, Provincial Surgeons. The 
Unofficial Members were Messrs. U. H. KotalaweTa, A, I. Jainu Ueeh, and P. Fackir-Baibo.

Four meetings of the Board Were held during the year.
. A comparative statement shewing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances during the years 

1916 and 1917 is annemd '

1. Population of local area by latest Census 
’ 2, Number of resident males by division officerii 

reported liable to labour
3. Discharged obligation within local area by—

(a) Paying single commutation 
(d) Paying double Commutation
(c) Labouring six days . .
(d) Labouring twelve days

4. Total discharged obligation
5. Failed to discharge obligation within local area,

but otherv^se accounted for as—•
(e) Exempted on accoimtof age, death, disquali­

fication, or physical inability to wijrk 
(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere
(g) Double entries or entries by mistake
(h) Fined

. (i) Imprisoned .,
{;■) Left local area

6. Total failed to discharge obligation Within local
area

7. Unaccounted for

1916.
Percent!l$!e on number under Head 2.

1917.
Yereentage on Nuwber under . Head 2,

6,488 —T- 6,488

2,053 — 2,223 —

1,S32
32.

6

80*2$
1*55

*29

1,920
35

6

86*39
1*57

•26
«■

1,870 91*8
-til-—

1,961 88*21

65
44

2
2

 ̂ 3*16 
2 G 4

•09
*09

'85
90

1

1

3*82
4*49

*04

•04
4*ft

113
7Í»

5*5
3*4 85

7 ’ 96 
3*$2—

The local debt is Rs. 30,107, particulars of which aare given in the annexed statement

Year in 
vliich Loan 
was raised.

1890
1894
1895 
Í897 
1911 
1913

Original 
Amouiit of 

Loan,

Present 
Amount ef 

Loan.
Rate Of 

Sinking Fund.
Rate.ef
Interest.

Annual Amount 
payabfe'foi 

Sinking Fund.

Annual Amount 
payable for 

Interest.

Date When 
Loan ^ 1  be 
extingùìshed.

Rs.

8,480
15,206
4.000 
2,500 

15,000
5.000

Rs. c. 

>•30.107 0 2 per cent *^
3 | per c$nt 
4 i  per c « it  
4 per cent.

Rs. 0 .

\

1,170 52

Rs. c. 

1,671 10 1942

The whdle ainpunt due a.s interest and sinking fund as shown above for the year 1917 has been 
duly p'aid to the Cedonial Treasurer.

Aprü 18, 1918.
F. BARTLETT,

Chairman.
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II._:itUPORT OF t h e  l o c a l  b o a r d  OF BANDARAWBLA FOR 1917.

The revenue for 1917 amounted to Rs. 24,417' 86, being an increase of Rs. 83- 27 over that of the 
previous year. The statement'of revenue and expenditure for 1916 and 19̂ 17 is annexed :—

BteVENtrii. 1916.
R?. 0.

1917. 
Rs. c. Expbnditube. 1916. 

Bs. c.
1917.

Es. 0.
Taxes . . 14,349 30 . .  13,968 50 Interest and sinking fund
Licenses 4;279 45 . . .  5,955 90 on loans 3,311 16 .. 3,311 16
Rents .. 1,996 0 ..  2,249 75 Cost of administration .. 3,309 52 . .  3,614 22
Fines 208 51 644 29 Sanitation 1,956 90 . .  2,505 97
Sundries 3,501 33 . .  1,609 42 Conservancy scheme 1,288 56 .. 2,176 60
Balance on January 1 * . . 9,594 82 .. 6,880 6 Mosquito brigade 126 37 122 5

Street lighting 669 7 650 96
PoHce charges 33 50 . .  115 52
Public works 9,412 92 .. 2,782 13
Petty expenses 6,942 36 . .  7,146 18
Balance on December 31 6,880 6 ..  8,873 13

Total . . 33,929 41 31,297 92 Total 33,929 41 31,297 92

Scavenging and latrije conservancy of the town were carried out satisfactorily by  a staff of five
sweepers and six conservancy coolies under the supervision of the Local Board Inspector a t a cost of 
Rs. 3i569- 66.

Sanitary Premutions.~-^]i!h.& sanitary condition of the town was satisfactory, and a sum of 
Rs. 1,112- 91 was spent in this connection. <■

Raifcenes.-^Ah the bakeries in the town wore in fair order.
Lighting, l i g h t i n g  was done departmentally a t a cost of Rs. 650‘ 96.
Dogs.-^The following statement shows the number of dogs registered and destroyed during the' 

year Registered, 38; destroyed, 171 ,* redeemed, n il
Weights Afeoswres.—.-Weights and measures in the town were tested and stamped.
The'̂ watet supply was satisfactorily maintained during the year, the standpipes were repaired 

at a cost of Rs. 104‘ 63-
Hoads, <fec."*'The roads and drains in the town were maintained in good order a t a cost of Rs. 1,164.
pvbUo Mealfh.—r!Lb.e health of the toWn 'Ŵas satisfactory. The quantity of-flies and mosquitoes 

has very considerably abated with the better sanitary condition of the town.
Oomtitvii(m 0/ the Board.-—.The Official Members were Mr. R. Bartlett, Government Agent, 

P r. G. S. r'an Rooyen* Provincial Surgeon, and Pr* 0. L. A. de Sflva, District Medical Officer, Haputale;
_ Messrs. R. G. Stevens and R. M. Norris, District Engineers, Diyatalawa. The Unofficial Members were 
' Dr. P. M. Mnttukumaru, and Messrs. M. J. Peeris, T. A. Mahamoor, and D. D. Abeyesekera.

A comparative statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances during the years 
1916 and 1917 is annexed":—

1. Population of local area by latest Census
2. ’ Number of resident males by division officer’s list

reJCrted liable to labour
3. Discharged obligation within local area by—

(a) Pasung single commutation 
ffi) Paying double oonftlnUtation
(c) Labouring six daj^ ' .
(d) Labouring twelve days 

A Total discharged obligation
5. Failed to discharge Obligation within Iboal area

but otherwise accounted for as—
- (e> Exempted on account of age, death, disquah 

flcation, or physical inability to work 
( /)  Paid or laboured elsewhere
(g) Double entries or entries by mistake 

Fined
( i ) Imprisoned '
(/)  Left local area

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within loca
area . .  . .

7. Dnaccounted for *

1916.
percentage on Number imder Read 2.

1917.
Percentage on Number under Head 2.

' /

— 1,478 — — 1,478 —

— 923 — — 800 —

779
-rn-t

84*39 698 87*25

—
779 84*39

—
698 87*25

A
26
11
4

'9

56®
88

*66
2*81
1*19

*43

*97

6*06
9*53

6
43

4
9

_c

C

c

62
40

■75
6*37

*6
1*12

7*75
5—
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The local debt is Rs. 49,024* 16, particulars of which are given in the annexed statem ent;—
• 7

Tear In 
vbicb loan 
was raised..

Original 
Amount 
of Loan.

, Present 
Amount of 

Loan. «•
Rate of 

Sinking Fund.,
Bate of 
Interest.

Annual Amount 
payable for 

Sinking Fund.

Annual Amount 
payable for 

<■ Interest.

Date-when 
Loan will be 

extinguished.

1906 \  
1908 1 
1908 .. 
1913 , . .

Rs. c.
49,918 0
4,007 20 
6,000 0

Rs. c. 

1 49,024 15 
11

2 per cent. | SJjper cent. 
4J per cent.

Bs. c. 

j. 1,182 24

Rs. c. 

. 2,128 92 1943

The whole amount due as interest and sinking fund as shown above for the year 1917 has been 
duly paid to the Colonial Treasurer.

April 18,1918.
E. BARTLETT,

Chairman.

Itr.—REPORT OP THE PROVINCIAL* ROAD COMMITTEE, PROVINCE OF tJVA,
FOR 1917.

I.—P b o c e d v b e .

A  COMPAEATIVB Statement showing the results of the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances 
for the years 1916 and 1917 is annexed

1916.
Percentage on Slumber under Head 2.

1917.
Percentage 
on Number under Head 2.

— 216,692 — — 216,692 —

— 32,966 — — 33,014 —

28,269 85*76 28,980 86*21
103 *31 171 *5
31 *09 4 *01

28,403 86*15 29,166 86*73

2,156 6*53 2il66
•

6*44
1,798 5*45 2,272 6*75

32 •09 16 •04
4 *01 3 •008
2 •006 2 *005

671

4,563

1*73

13*84

— —

4,459 13*26

■

1. Population of local area by last Census 
> 2, Number of resident males by the division officers’ 

lists reported liable to labour ..
3. Discharged obligation within local area by—

(а) Paying single commutation
(б) Paying double commutation
(c) Labouring six days
(d) Labouring twelve days . .

4. Total discharged obligation
6. Failed to discharge oblig&tion within, local area,

but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death, disquali'

fication, or physical inability to work 
(/-) Paid or laboured elsewhere..
(g) Double entries or entries by mistake
(h) FineA
(i) Imprisoned
(j) Left local area 

p. Total fmled to discharge obligation within local
area

7. Unaccounted for

‘ Appended is a comparative statement for the last ten years showing the percentage of the 
commutation recovered at single rate :— -

Year. Percentage. , Year.’ Percentage.
1908 87*85 * 1913 83*14
1909 88*28 1914 86*44
1910 87*77 1916 85*90
1911 89*40 1916 85*75
1912 84*54 1917 86*21

•The amount coUeeted in money as commutation and value of labour done shows an increase 
of Rs. 1,288 • 35 as compared with the year 1916. A comparative statement for ten years, inclusive of the 
year under review, is appended:—

Amount collected Value of
Year. in Money. Labour. Total.

Rs. c. Rs. c. Bs. c.
1908 .. 45,690 94 90 0 45,780 94
1909 .. 46,557 86 108 0 46,666 86

J910 .. 46,206 66 111 0 46,317 66
19U .. 47,638 18 146 60 47,683 68
1912 , . 46,321 70 86 60 46,407 20
1913 . . 46,117 76 68 50 46,176 26
1914 .. 46,063 0 49 50 46,102 60
1915 . . 45,988 16 39 0 46,027 16
1916 . . 46,361 93 46 60 46,408 43
1917 .. 47,689 28 7 60 47,696 78
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lI.«Il!EV?!irTTB AND ExTBJiDlTtrRE.

TLe teveuuö reàliaéd and expended is sho-wi 
''RavtittWi.

Road tax coileotions» Upper Dva 
Road tax collections. Lower Dva 

-Labot«! . *
Jtestbotise collections 
Government grant in aid of nainor works 
Branch road assessments 
Contribution to pension fund 

* Contribution to security of reStbouse 
beepers .. - .

Repayment of adyanees given to rosthorlse 
keepers ..

Misceliap.eOiU% receipts 
Previous year’s balance ..

Amount. 
Rs. c.

88,117 59 
19,571 69 

7 50 
5,352 29 

750 0 
5,885 0 

59 74

313 0

336
2,179
4,427

Total . .  66,993 78

in the following statement ;—
Expenditubb.

Principal roads '
Minor roads 
Labour
Upkeep of resthouses 
Upkeep of wells
Salaries of Provincial Road Committee 

establishment
Salary of the Superintendent of Minor 

Roads, Uva
Cornmuted allowance of-the Superintendent 

of Minor Roads, Uva . .
Salary of messenger to the Superintendent 

of Minor Roads, Uva .,
SalSiTy of resthouse-keepers 
Commission to division officers 
Officé contingencies, transport, &c. 
Equipment of resthouses 
Purchase of tools and stores 
Pees for auditing accounts of Provincial 

Road Committee 
Pensions
Outstanding claims of 1916 
Reftmd of security money of resthouse- 

beepers . .
Payment to Treasurer on accoimt of branch 

roads . .  . .
Advances on acCoUnt of war loan bonds..  
Refund of road tax t-wdce paid ' . .  ■
Miscellaneous payments 
Balance on Dccemeber 31, 1917 ,

Amount. 
Rs. c.

9,058 56 
16,959 49 

7 50 
4,061 84 

25 0

2,294 10

1,990 1

7Sq O'

180 0 
4,185 24 
4,818 25- 

729 69 
530 35 

0 60

120 0 
256 56 

2,300 0

97- O

5,885 0 
465 0 

c • 59 40 
567 25 

11,652 94

Total 66,993 78

ih e  amoUht j^ id  as two-tbirds commutation towards principal roads for 1917 is Rs. 9,058' 56. 
Brf '̂ndh jf?oads.-»I?here ar® thio® branch roads, viz,, Haputale-DambatSnna, Liyangahawala- 

Punagala, and Koslapda-Ruhagala, A sum of Rs, 5,885 was recovered and remitted to the Colonial 
'J^casuror as contributions from the estates for the ujpkecp of these roads for 1917.

Jfte.iO ^or^5.*^Re-construotion of the 20 feet Span bridge over !^pola*oya. Construction of a 
masonry paying at the second mile on DambagalIa’‘Obbehota road. Re‘-construction of all the masonry 
p a '^ g s  near Ella on EUa+Wellawaya road. Renewing the entire roof of Ekitiyankumbura resthouse. 
Building additional olosetS at Muppahe resthouse. Partition Of bathrooms a t Wellawaya resthouse. 
EiXing th® pump of Wellawaya resthouse well a t Medagama resthouse well.

Constitution of Cowmitt6e.-̂ A.% the close of «the year 1917 the Provincial Road Committee was 
composed of the following memhers ¡•■^he Oovemment Agent, the provincial E n ^ e e r ,  Messrs. E. 
Gatehouse, J . J , Robinson, S. P . Smith, and K. B. Khdurugamnwa.

Staff, t h e  close of the year the staff composed of the following :-r-Mr. O. H. Amerasekera, 
Head Clerk; Mr, J . W, GunaSekSra, Second ClOrk; hih. A. 0. Wijeyekooh, Third Clerk.

April 18,1918.
P. BARTLETT,

Chairman.
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SAB AEAQ-AMUWA.
ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT AGENT, PROVINCE OF 
. SABARAGAMUWA, FOR 1917.

I.— Ĥistory op the Year.
This report covers the period from January 1 to December 31, 1917, and deals mainly with the 

adnpnistration of the Ratnapura District. The Kegalla District is separately reviewed hy the Assistant 
Government Agent, KegaUa.

In  July Mr. E. T. Hughes, the District Judge, left on war service, and was succeeded 
by Mr. F. D. Peries; in October Mr. A. H. F. Clarke, the Provincial Engineer, was succeeded by 
Mr. A. N. Robertson ; and in November Mr. C. H. Vince was succeeded as Superintendent of Surveys, 
by Mr. L. M. Symes.

, ■ The year has been uneventful, the chief features being the higher prices due to the war and 
the slump in plumbago, which has made emplo3rment more difficult to  obtain, though no distress was 
occasioned by it in this district during the year.

II.-^REVENUB and E3PPI!I«>ITI7RE.
The revenue collected from the Ratnapura District during the financial year 1916-17 amounted 

bo Rs. 731,006-95, as against Rs. 656,628-43 for the preceding finanpial year; that is an increase of 
Rs. 74,378-52. The only items calling for remark are :—

Increases.
(ly Arrack and toddy, Rs. 40,297-81, due to the increase realized by the sales of the arrack and 

toddy rents.
(2) Forest revenue, Rs. 6,670-25, due to enhanced royalty rates on timber and greater demand

for timber.
(3) Land sales Rs. 61,764-92, due to better prices reahzed.

Decreases,
(1) Ferry tolls, Rs. 2,443-41, due to transfer of tolls to District Road Committee.
(2) Stamps, Rs. 3,611 -81,- due to less transactions in gemming and plumbago.
(3) Rent of land, Rs. 5,095-10, due to less applications for gemming and plumbago licenses.
The expenditure amounted to Rs. 31,515-81, a slight increase (Rs. 1,205-42) over tha t of the 

preceding year.
III.—Food Supply and Condition op the P eople.

The district is dependent on imported rice for much more than half its supply. The local paddy 
crops were good, and chena crops were fairly good on the whole. Thanks to the help of the Department 
of Agriculture, there was a very large increase in the number of vegetable gardens in thè district, and the 
supply of vegetables has received a remarkable impetus.

The prices of food stuffs rose a Httle during the year, but ample supplies were always available. 
Wages were high, and imtil nearly the end of the year the demand for labour was in excess of the supply. 
At no time during the year was there any distress. The reports of the Ratemahatmayas show the 
combination of a sufficient food supply and high prices

There has been no shortage of food or labour, and the people had enough of their everyday necessaries, 
though, of course, they had not enough money for luxuries. The enormotls rise of price in cotton goods is  
viewed with great concern by the villager.

No scarcity of food stuffs was felt at any time, though the prices were exorbitant.
Although prices have gone high, yet the food supply has not been scarce.
The food supply has been very satisfactory, especially paddy and kurakkan. Tlie supply of yams and 

other vegetables has been satisfactory, but the price of imported stuff is very high still. The poorer peopie 
have given up using most of these luxuries. A great attempt is being made by a good many people to grow 
most of the imported curry stuffs, and if the attempt proves a success, the produce will go a great way to meet 
the local demand.

Efforts were made to increase the local supply of food stuffs. An extent of 661 acres of Crown land 
was allowed to be chenaed, as against 178 in 1916 and 167 in 1915.

Seeds for different imported curry stuffs were obtained through the Department of Agriculture 
'from India, though it is stOl doubtful how far the experiment will prove a success.

The headmen have used their influence to secure the cultivation of all available private land, and
have met with much success in increasing the cultivation of vegetables.♦

- IV.— P̂ublic Health.
The even distribution of the rainfall throughout the year resulted in a marked diminution 

of malarial fever, and the comparative freedom from malaria during 1917 was in itseff sufficient to 
characterize the year as a satisfactory one as regards public health.

• There were a good many cases of measles, especially in Kolonna korale, and also several cases of 
chickenpox. Cases ̂ f  smallpox occurred on Galatura, Pussella, and Mahawala estates, each case being 
that of a newly arrived Indian cooly. Prompt action was taken, and with the co-operation of the superin­
tendent of each estate the outbreak was confined to the original cases, a fortunate issue, which cannot 
always be expected with-such an infectious disease. Parangi is still prevalent in some parts of the 
district,-«nd seems to be spreading rather than dirninishing. I t  is to  be hojped that the salvarsan 
treatment will be available agam at an early date.

9(1)18
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The new hospital a t  Kahawatta was opened"during the year, and was filled with patients almost 

immediately. The overcrowding of the Ratnapura hospital was sensibly reduced by its opening. , ^
In Aprü an outbreak of enteric fever occurred a t Danhumbura, near Kendangamuwa. As ten 

previous cases had occyrred there in December and January, and every one proved fatal, I  had a temporary 
hospital built a t  once. ' Twelve cases were treated there, and every case recovered.

Pernjanent dispensaries are needed a t Kaltota, Kalatuwawa, Mulendiyawala, Ayagama, Niwitigala, 
and Galaga'jna.

V.-^InDTTSTEIES Aï TD MAmrEACTUEBS.
The district is an agricultural and also a mining district, the manufactures being confined to 

making bricks, tiles, and pottery fc« local use, and a very small amount of silver and brass ware.
~ The estimated acreage under tea is 23,890 acres and under rubber 25,090 acres, with an a ’̂ erage 

yield of 47Q lb. of tea and of 282 lb. of rubber per acre. The cultivated area under rubber is still rapidly 
extending, most of the planting during the year being done by Ceylonese capitalists. The.various 
diseases of tea and rubber were not much in evidence during the year, but it  is becoming increasingly 
evident tha t draßtie legislation is desirable to  enforce on estate owners remedial measures against disease. 
Many of the privately-owned estates are cultivated as highly as the estates of the large companies, but 
the trees on some estates, where the owners through ignorance or neglect take no steps to put down 
disease, are becoming a grave menace to  the whole rubber industry.

Paddy,Cultivation.
There is little to  record regarding paddy cultivation. No new fields were asweddumized, but 

practically all existing fields were cultivated. The use of manure, almost invariably bone manure, is 
extending gradually. Crops were good.

Ghena Cultivation.
The chena crops of 1917 were fairly satisfactory. Owing to  -the war, permits to  chena Grown land 

were given more freely, permits being issued for 661 acres of Crown land; In addition to this, a large 
quantity of unsettled chena land was also cleared in the dry zone of the di.strict. In  Kolonna korale 
alone there was a decrease in chena cMtivation, as villagers from Hambantota District who «orne across 
the border to cultivate chenas were given chenas in their own district.

Coconuts and Aremnuts. '
Except near Madampe and Godakawela in Atakalan korale, there are few ̂ coconut estates. 

Arecanuts are conunon, but the prices realized are very low, and the cost of transport stops any extensive 
trade on them.

Gemming.
The gemming industry has been almost a t a standstill during the year. 88 licenses were issued 

in 1917, against 97 in 191fi. ,

The boom in plumbago continued for the first half of the year, but towards the end of the year 
the price of plumbago dropped so low th a t very many minee stopped work. The number of mines 
registered in 1917 was 375, against 644 in 1916,258 in 1915, and 54 in 1914. Most of the labour employed 
in the mines comes fronr the low-country, and the stoppage of many mines a t the end of the year has 

- brought much less distress to  the local vihagerS than might have been expected.

VI.— R̂ainfall.
The rainfall for the year was under the average in the wet zone, but was evenly distributed through­

out the year. In  Ratnapura the minimum number of days on which rain fell was 11 inCTanuary, and 
the maximum 28 in September. There was no flood of any consequence during the year, the esplanade 
in Ratnapura going under water only once for a few hours in August. In  the dry zone the rainfall was 
above the average. The rainfall in different parts of the district was as follows :—

Ratnapura
PeliaaduUa

Inches. 
136-20 
142-45

Carney estate 
Godakawela -

Inches.
202-29  
89'SO

MaduWanwala . 
Mah awalatenna

Inches.
74-72
96-90

V l l . ----^IhñdEIM A G B S.
There are numerous small pilgrimages in various parts Of the district, but the only two important 

ones are the Adam’s Peak pilgrimage and the Esala Perahera a t  Dewalegawa (within two miles of 
Al'atnapura town), both in Kuruwiti kprale.

The Peak pilgrimage commences in February, and lasts till the end of A pril; during this period 
the sanitary arrangements of the route are supervised by afi, inspector and an apothecary, assisted by 
the services of four cooHes and a pa tro l; but this year,'Dwing to the prevalence of rain during the month 
of April, and the postponement in consequence by many pilgrims of their visit to a date later than usual, 
their services had to  be engaged up tO May 10. The cost of this service during 1917 was Rs. 546-64. 
Of this amount, Rs. 446-64 was spent by Government and Rs. 100 by the Buddhist Temporalities 
Committee. There was One death from exposure amongst the pilgrims. At every halting place, there 
are large ambalams put up by the Buddhist community. A t Nihhela and Heramitipana there is a jape 
water service, also put up by the Buddhist community. The number of pilgrims by the  Ratnapura 
route is- e s t i^ te d  a t 15,000. . ■

The Esala Perahera is usually held in August, and lasts about a fortnight. I t  a ttrac ts‘a large 
number of people in this district, as well as from outside. This year, o-wing to  fine weather, which is 
unusual, especially in the month of August, it  was attended by a larger number than  in previous years.

V III.—Education. j:
The Rural Schools Ordinance is in force throughout the district, except in Ra'tnhpura town, w;hich 

is under the Town Schools Ordinance. The number of Government schools under the District School 
Committee is—

Boys’ schools . . 5 6  ) Girls’ schools . . 1 2  | Mixed schools . .  §
There are also (excludiug schools in Ratnapura town) 7 Djission schools and 14 estate schools
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The proportion of mission schools to  Government schools in this district is exceptionally small. 
As mission schools cost the District School Committee nothing to maintain, the result is tha t the District 
School Committee funds are inadequate for the provision of new schools, owing to the number of 
Government schools the Committee has to  maintain. This has been recognized by Government during 
the year, and a special grant of Rs. 3,500 was allotted for the provision of new schools.

The following statement shows the revenue and expenditure of the District School Committee. 
This does not, however, show the actual cost of maintaining the schools, as the Village Committees 
make very considerable contributions both in money and labour towards their upkeep, apart from the 
contributions, shown :—

. B e v e n t t e . 1916.
’ Bs. c.

Balance brought forward ..  7,831 57
Government grant . .  4,580 50
Fines in school cases . .  1,683 15
Village Committee contri­

butions.. . 1,710 50
Miscellaneous .. 108 70

1917.
Rs. c.

8,965 87
8,068 70
1,757 3D

1,845 24
3 90

Total .. 15,914 42 20,631 1

E X P B N D IT tn tE .

Salaries ..
Repairs to Buildings 
Making and repairing fencet, 

&c.
Erection of new buildings, &e. 
Furniture and school appa­

ratus
Miscellaneous 
Balance ..

1916. 
Bs. e.
390 0 

4,146 94

1,093 56 
971 4

101 50 
245 61 

8,965 87

1917. 
Rs. o.
420 0 

4,057 3

606 53 
3,710 9

422 51 
11,414 85

Total . . 15,914 42 20,631 1

The balance of Rs. 11,414'85 on December 31, 1917, wUl be wiped out eârly in 1918, aS contraçts 
for the building of permanent schools a t Kendangamuwa, Madalagama, Godakawela, Kolambugama, and 
Eahawatta were lét during the year, and they are all approaching completion. Ayagama and Maha- 
walatenna boys’ schools were rebuilt during the year. The boys’ school a t Karandana, which was 
brought down by the flood of 1913, was replaced during the year by a good substantially built new 
school by the generosity and public spirit of E^latuwawaKorala,who'built the school a t his own expense.

The attendance a t the schools during the year was satisfactory, though the element of compulsion 
stiU enters largely into securing such attendance. . ThO number of prosecutions of patents or guardians ' 
was 2,826, against 2,880 in 1916. The Koralas do very good work in supervising the attendance.

The District School Committee consisted of the Government Agent, the Director of Education, 
Rev. Father P. WaUyn, S.J., Rev. J . B. Radley, and Hessrs. t)_„.E. Jayatileke and H. A. Guneseketa 

> (Ratemahatmaya, Nawadun korale).
IX.—Cbime.

The Police Magistrate, Mr. F. D. Periea, reports :—
The following statement shows the nature and extent of the chief crimes reported within the division of 

the Batnapura Police Court, including the Circuit Courts at Balangoda and Rakwaha, during 1917
Mischief to house by fire, (arson) 13 Attempted piurder . .  — 3
House-breaking and theft 96 Robbery . J . . 10
Theft of cattle .. 17 Theft over Rs.-20 103
Grievous hurt .. 48
Hurt with knife or dangerous weapofi . 57 ' Total .. 364
Murder 9

2. I áppend similar statements for the years 1916 and 1916 ;—’
1916. 1916. 1916. 1916.

Mischief to house by fire (arson) 15 . 15 Robbery . .  38 . .  42
House-breakiug and theft 96 . 87 Theft over Rs. 20 . .  99 . .  116
Theft of cattle '41 . . 20 *
Griejous hurt 23 . . 38 Total . .  373 377
Hurt with knife or dangeroijs weapon.. 46 . 47 ----W-
Murder 15 . 12

3. Ih the year under review there were 364 cases of serions crime reported, against 377 and 373 in
1916 and 1915, respectively.

4. The number of mUrders was 9 in 1917, whilst in 1916 and 1915 they were 12 and 16, respectively. 
There were 3 eases of attempted murder, whilst in the two preceding years there was none. The number of 
grievous hurt cases was less by only 1 during 1917 than that of 1916, but the number of hurt with knife or 
other dangerous weapon was 67, being 10 in excess Of the number in 19l 6. Of the grievous hurt caSes, 43 were 
found to be true, and of hurt with Imife, &e., 38. During 1917 the nuipber of cases of house-breaking and 
theft was 96, equal with that for 19l5, and 9 in excess of theft in 1916. Of theft of cattle eases, the number 
was still further less during 1917, the number for 1916 and 1915 being 20 and 41, respectively. Fourteen 
house-brealnng and theft Cases were found to be false. ■

6. The regular police have worked well in regard to the investigation into crime. In parts of the district, 
where this duty is cast on the Gan-Arachchis, they have either from lack of training in the methods of inquiry, 
or from a failure to realize bow much depends on such inquiry, not gone SulHciently into the details of each 
ease. I  am of opinion that it would be itt the interests of the better administration of justice that early 
provision should be made for the investigation of all serious crime eases in the first instance by the regular 
police with the co-operation cf the village headmen. I  think it due to the Court Sergeant, H . Abeywardena, 
that !  should repeat my predeeessoF’s reference of appreciation of this officer’s useful services. The Police 
Department will doubtless in due time recognize his good work.

6. There has been a very pleasing reduction in the institutions under the Labour Ordinance, the 
number for 1917 being only 278, whilst those for 1916 and 1915 were 652 and 701, respectively. In 48 cases 
the accused were convicted, in 74 they were acquitted or discharged, and these included cases in which the 
accused elected to return to work. 151 cases were struck ofi, the whereabouts of the accused not being ascer­
tainable, and on the-last day of the yéar 6 cases were pending. When Mr. B. T. Hughes gave over duties to me 
in July last, he specially referred tO the satisfactory state of feeling existing between the planters and the 
labourers throughout the district, and the striking diminution of institutions for offences xmder the Ordinance 
is unmistakable proof of the improved condition of things.
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The figures for the, whole district, including the part within the jurisdiction of the Avissawella 
Police Court, show the pumher of oases of serious crime ^

1914 . .  . .  44? I 1916 . . . . 3 9 2
1915 . .  . .  427 1 1917 . . . .  422

The establishraeat of the district police s^iatiohs a t Eatnapura and Kendangamuwa in June and 
September, 1916, probably accounts for more cases being reported, which are technically grave crimes. 
The number of grievous burt cases has risen from 23 in 1915 and*42 in 1916 to 63 in 1917, while the number 
of homicide cases has dropped from 15 in 1915 and 12 in 1916 to 9 in 1917. Many of the m evous hurt 
cases are pot serious, and the fraotilre of a little finger or a tooth was probably not reportec^s a serious 
crime by the headmen before the police stations were established. The decrease in the number of 
murders is satisfactory; and offence? against the person have been normal, in spite of the increase in the 
figures of grievous hurt and hurt by knife. Offences against property show a sMght increase in house­
breaking and cattle stealing over 1916, and a slight decrease in robbery and theft. The number of 
house-breaking cases is high, 105, against 99 in 1916.

X.— P̂olice. ®
The strength of the police on December 31,1917, was 1 Assistant Superintendent, 3 Sub-Inspectors, 

8 police sergeants, and 39 constables. The stations working throughout the year were Eatnapura town 
and district, Kendangamuwa, Eakwana, and Balangoda. New police stations are under consideration 
a t Mahawala, PelmaduUa, and KirieUa. Great credit is due to the Assistant Superintendent of Polic*, 
Mr. J . C. C. Middleton, for the good wotk done by the police force during the year. The new district 
stations established in 1916 have worked well, and the headmen and police ofiScers have worked together 
well and with very little friction in the investigation of crime.

X I.—Local Govbbitments.
Local Boards.—The only town under the Local Boards Ordinance is Eatnapma. A separate 

report on it» working forms an appendix to  this report.
Sanitary Boardc.̂—^Dining the year Dumbara was brought under the Small Towns Ordinance. 

A separate report is appended on the working of the Sanitary Board.
X II.—Vtt.laqb CoMMinsriTrES. ^

Village Committees.—^New Village Committees were elected in 1917, the five years’ term of ofSce 
-i ii... — — ------ ..jii------- imw The following statement shows tjie revenue and
expenditure of each korale during 1917

Balance on 
December 
31, 1917.

Name of Village Committee.
Balance on 
December 
31. 1916.

Revenue for 
1917.

Expenditure 
for 1917.

Rs. c. Rs. 0. Bs. 0. Bs. 0.
Kuruwiti Kdrale 980 84 3,284 32 . 3,255 64 1,009 52
Nawadun Korale 8,084 94 . 5,356 37 . 6,952 73 .. 6,488 58
Atakalan Kprale n ,0 9 9  7 . 2,774 0 4,803 6 , . 9,07(5 1
Kolonna Korale 1,443 12 . 9,993 44 .. 1,151 17 1,285 39
Kukulu Korale 1,145 9 . . 2,230 64 .. 2,861 41 514 32
Meda and Kadawata Korales 4,618 23 3,559 70 .. 3,506- 76 4,671 17

Total .. 27,371 29 18,198 47 22.530 77 23,038 99

The Village Committees call out four days’ labour amntajly, which may be commuted by payment 
of Ee. 1‘28. The revenues of the Committees are mainly derived from this commutatiopi bu t a very 
large proportion of the villagers do actual work, Upd most of the jungle clearing on village paths is done 
by the viUltgers, under the supervisicm of the headmen. Apart from contributions of labour, the Vifiage 
Committees contributed Es. 1,799' 52 to the District School Committee to be spent on schools. Other 
works on Which money was spent Were:

Rs. C .

43 92

123 0
36 0

205 0

75 0

150 0

76 76

129 28

220 80

172 4

100 0
\
150 0

Repairs to the Village Tribunal bungaloW 
at Kendangamuwa . ,  . • • ,

Repaws to the footbridge on the GaUsa  ̂
bhawa road from Ellawala to Pohorabawa 

Repairs to the ambalam at Talawitiya , ,
Repairs to the Ellagawa-ldangoda Village 

* Committee road ..
Repairs to the Teppafiawa-Dodampe 

Village COnUnittee road . _
Repairs to the Rimugewatta-Kiriella Village 

Committee road . •
Repairs to the Village Tribunal court-house 

at Marapopa •. . .
Repairs to the Village Committee bungalow 

at AmunUteuna
Construction of two culverts on Welihindar 

Kiribatgala Village Committee road 
Repairs to the wooden bridge on the Village 

Committee road at Batgangoda 
Construction of a wooden bridge over 

Atakalan-ela, Himuwela-Wellandura 
Gansabhawa road

Upkeep of Udawela-Akarella Village 
Committee road . . . .

Village Tribunals.—^Vfilage Tribimals have been constituted only in Nawadun and Kuruwiti 
korales. They continue to do good work. The number of cases instituted was :—

Upkeep of Galgoda-Mahawalatenna Village 
Committee road , ,

Bepaisslin the Village Committee bungalow 
at Koppakanda . .

Repairs tO the well at Kalawana
Cost of additional work done to the Village 

Committed bimgalow at KukulegarUa. .
Repairs to tfie-Village Committee bungalow 

at Pimbufa
Cost of providing a double canoe fOp the 

ferry at Kadurukota-ela
Clearing jungle and drains of the Village 

Committee road from Rasgammahaela 
to Ketepola

Clearing jutigl© and drains of the Village 
Committee road from Idangoda to 
Pasganmlahaela

Clearing jungle and drains of the Village 
Committee road from Ketepola to 
Kuttikanda

T otal

Rs. c.

255 0

49 80
135 0

320 0

95 60

180 0

76 0

75 .0
C

60 0

2,727 19

Kuruwiti Korale
1916,

2,159
1917.

2 ,2 4 0 Nawdun Koral©
1916.
1,843

19X7.
1,627
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There were 49 appeals to the Government Agent, 40 judgments being afiBrmed and 9 revised or 
sent back for further evidence. There was .one appeal to the Governor in Executive Council from the 
Government Agent’s decisions, which was confirmed. The following statement shows the revenue and 
expenditure of each of the Tribunals :—

Name of Village Tribunal.
Balance on 
December 
31, 1916.

Eevenue for 
1917.

Expenditure 
for 1917.

Balance on 
December 
31, 1917.

Bs. c. Bs. c. Bs. e. Bs. c.
Kuruwiti Korale 
Nawadun Korale

355 19 
2,643 63

2,043 99 
1,098 52

1,807 70 
2,143 87

691 48 
1,598 28

>
Total .. 2,998 82 3,142 51 3,951 57 2,189 76

XIII.— ^Working of Special Ordina;nces.
Kandyan Marriages.—The following figures show the working of this Ordinance

1914. 1916; 1916. 1917.
Marriages under Kandyan Marriage Ordinance .. 489 . . 2,051 . . 638 .. 615
Marriages under General Marriage Ordinance 339 . . 1,032 . . 298 .. 378
Divorces:—

Number of petitions dealt with 259 . 289 . . 313 .. 344
Number of divorces granted ..  • 79 . 95 . 99 . . 117
Number of divorces refused 14 . 22 ., 20 .. 30
Number of cases struck off . . l3 l  ., 133 .. I$ 7  . . 142
Number of cases pending at the end of the year 35 ., 39 . . 67 . . 55

Causes of Divorce :—
Adultery by wife , . 1: . . 3 . . 3 . . 3
Desertion or inability to live happily together. • 6 .. 4 . . 7 . . 9
Mutual consent 73 .. 88 . . 89 , . . 99

Th® war scare in 1915 that single men were to be called up for milLtaty service resulted fix many 
ill-assorted, hurried marriages, and the number of divorces has risen for this reaá)Q.

TFasie Lands Ordinance.— T̂he Ordinance is worked chiefly by the Land Settloment Peparttnent. 
During the year the following extents were settled under the Ordinance by the Government Agent:—

' Date of Declared Crowa.
■ Village. Pinal Order. A. B. t ,

Weralupe . .  . .  July 6, 1917 *. 27 1 19
Potapitiya . .  . .  May 4, 1917 •• 0 3 2

Action is still pending regarding one block of 872 acres at Kiralawelkatuwh and 1,482 acres at 
Jiwulangete.

Excise Ordinance.—^There has been a considerable inOrease in the consumption c# arrack and 
toddy. The figures are :—

1915-16. 1916-17. 1915-16.
Gallons. Gallons. Gallofa.

Arrack 41,624 . .  48,859 Toddy ... 68,539

Í916-17.
Gallons.

79,201

Promihe beginning of the financial year 1917-18 the number <?f arrack taverns was reduced from 
33 to 31, and of toddy taverns from 45 to 41. The sales of thé rente realised :—

1916-17. 1917-18.

Arrack
Bs.

244,740
Bs. 

291,156 Toddy

1916^17.
Bs.

20,461

1917-18,
Bs.

25,761

The number of foreign liquor licenses Was reduced from 30 to 26, and a large reduction of the 
quantity of foreign hquor sold, due mainly to the high prices, resulted in a  reduction of revenue from 
foreign liquor shops from Rs. 4,671 to Rs. 4,131,

The Advisory Committee has been very helpful in deciding the hours of opening and closing of 
taverns, and what taverns should be^^abolished. All the decisions come to by the Advisory Committee 
have been carried out. , ,

The Excise officers and the headmen have worked well together. Thè headmen have supplied 
the Excise Department with information of iUicit sales, and have jointly with the Excise officers made 
several secures. , * ,

Dog Registraticm.—^b e  number of dogs registered in 1917 was 2,699, as against 2,485 in 1916. 
Ownerless dogs are still too numSrous, but the rehgious prejudice against their destruction makes the 
task of destroying them ffifficult.

Firearms Ordinance.—^The neW Pirearms Ordinance resulted in the licensing of 2,405 guns in 1917, 
against 2,104 in 1916.

Opium Ordinance.—Dxaisxg the year 9 consumers were transferred from other districts to this 
district, 14 were transferred to other districts, 21 died, and 8 failed to draw opium for six consecutive 
months, s The number of consumers stands now at 485, against 519 last year, and 867 when the register 
was opened in 1910. The quantity of opium issued was 2,052,002 grams, agaittst 2,156,931 in 1947.

,  XIV.— Îeeigatioìt.
The principal irrigation work in the wet zone of the district is the Batugedara channel, which was 

kept in good order throughout the year. In the dry zone the most important works are the Uggalkaltota, 
Rakwana-ganga, Walalgoda, and Panamure channels.,. The rates due, Rs. 2,415, were aU collected 
within the year. HinguPewewa breached in March, 1917, through floods, aUd the cost of repairing it 
being prohibitive, the landowners of the 33 acres under the tank have been offered 66 acres under 
Hingurearawewa.
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XV. — P̂ublic W orks.
The principal public works carried out in the district during 1,917 were :— , ,
(1) Completion of new hospital a t Kahawatta.
(2) New infectious diseases hospital in Ratnapura, the Local Board paying half the cost.
(3) Temporary ward, Eatnapura hospital.
(4) Additions to  Balangoda Government boys’ school.
(5) Improvements to Madampe-Hambantota road, and cutting back dangerous comers on other

roads,.
Works in progress a re :—
(1) ̂ Xew post office a t Kahawatta. ^
(2) Additions to Balangoda hospital weU.
(3) Kolonna hospital.
(4) The railway from Ratnapura to Kahawatta and Opanake is expected to be completed in 1918.
The principal needs of the Province a re :—
(1) Quarters for clerks a t Ratnapura and KegaUa. °
(2) Extension of the narrow gauge railway from KarawaneUa to Bulatkohupitiya, and of the 

broad gauge from RambuWkana to KegaUa and Morontota.
(3) MetaUing the Hambantota road from Timbulketiya to Liyangahawela.

• Other requirements of the Ratnapura District are :—
(1) Surface drains, Ratnapura town.
(2) Additional Waterworks, Ratnapura town.
(3) Cart road to Uggalkaltota.
(4) Cart roads to cormect the Ratnapura-AvissaweUa and Ratnapura-Nambapana roads between 

Talaivitiya and Kurugammodara, and Minnana, Karandana, and Yatipauwa.
But the first and foremost need of the Province is the survey and settlement of Crown lands. 

Most of the ehena land in the Province is claimed by private owners, but rmtil it is surveyed and settled, 
it is impossible to say how far the claims are genuine. This uncertainty of title is disastrous to  the 
development of the Province, and is a constant source of friction in the administration of the Province. 
Prior to the war the Land Settlement Department was making rapid progress in this work^ and it is 
hoped that as soon as the war is over and the staff is again available land settlement will be vigorously 
pushed on. c

XVI. — F̂orests.
The Acting Divisional Forest Officer reports as foUows :r~ ,
(1) The forest revenue recovered in Cash during the year amounted to Rs. 24,566• 96.

, (2) Works done dwring the Period.—Btiildings : Repairs to Forest Ranger’s quarters at Rakwana were
effected at a cost of Rs. 108 * 08. Demarcation; 260 chains of artificial boundary lines round Madampe were 
re-cleared at a cost of Rs. 109 • 20,161 chains round Nahiti reserve a t Rs. 122 • 85, 322 chains round Katugasella 
at Rs..313'87, 192 chains round Demanagammana at Rs. 96, 150 chains round Muwagankanda at Rs. 121-50, 
and 160 chains round Gawatahena at Rs. 123'75.

(3) Forest Off enees.—(a) Prosecutions: Iff cases were prosecuted during the year; 6 resulted in 
convictions carrying a total fine of Rs. 277, 3 in acquittals, and 1 in withdrawal. (6) Compositions: 21 cases 
were compounded. The compensation amounted to Rs. 673 • 69

(4) Proposals for the reservation of Karawitikanda, Mukalanyaya, &c., at Karawita, were submitted
during the year. "

(5) Twenty-six land applications and preliminary plans covering an extent of 2,074 acres were inspected 
and reported on.

Apart from the action taken by the Forest Department, the foUowing statement shoVs the action 
taken by the Government Agent during the year
Number of forest oSences reported . .  103
Number of cases in which compensation was 

recovered . .  . .  . .  45-
Amount recovered . .  Rs. 2,668'30
Number of cases entered . .  . .  49

Number of convictions . .  . .  35
Number of acquittals . .  • 5
Number of cases withdrawn . .  . .  9
Number of offences still under inquiry . .  9

XVII.—Mssoullanbotts.
Sale or Settlement of Grown Lavff.—^There were eight land sales during 1917, as against nine of the 

previous year. -The results were as follows :—
^  I. A .  B .  P .

Extent offered for sale and settlement ' .. . .  560 3 17
Extent sold by pubhc'auction .. .. .. 643 2'19
Total amount realized by sale and settlement .. . .  JRs-27,626’04

The average rate per acre at which lands were soldm 1917 wasRs. 45'75; in 1916 it Was Rs. 122’34. 
The maximum in 1917 was Rs. 204’ 76 ;/in 1916 it was Rs. 264' 30.

During the^year thirty-one applications for the purchase or lease of Crown land were received for 
an extent of 1,776 acres 1 rood 30 perches, of which four applications for an aggregate extent of 825 acres 
were from European applicants. In the previous year there were thirty-two applications for an extent 
of 2,139 acres 3 roods 4 perches, of which the extent applied for by European applicants was 1,883 acres 
2 roods 24 perches.

The foUowmg is a statement of private applications received during the last five years ;— ^
Year. NumbKP of Extent Year; Number of R xtent

Applioatiens. Applied for. Applications. Applied for.
A . B .  P . A .  B .  P .

1913 75 1,086 1 8 1916 32 2,139 c8 4
1914 21 177 3 22 1917 31 1,776 1 30
1915 35 644 3 17 f

The demand for land continues, and owing to the decision of Government-to stop Crown 
sales pending the mtroduction of the lease system, private capitalists met their requirements partly by 
buying unsettled chena lands, though purchases of such land are always attendant with pecuniary riski 
consequent on the unsettled nature of the title between the Crown and private claimants.
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The settlement of the Akarella lands, referred ta  in last year’s Administration Report, was 
consisted during the year, and the extent settled on the Akarella Tea and Rubber Company, Limited, 
Was 43i acres 1 rood 9 perches. Steps were also taken during the year to bring under the operation of the 
Waste Lands Ordinances a block of 720 odd acres situated in the vUlages Paragala and Udugala surveyed 
for certificate of quiet possession purposes, and the inquiry into this claim will be held in the early 
part of 1918.

Acquisition of Lands for Public Purposes.—^DJiring 1917 218 allotments of land covering an extent 
of 15 acres 2 roods 24‘ 27 perches were acquired by the Crown, of which an extent of 8 acres 3 roods 
15-08 perches was on account of the EUearawa-Pinpawala cart road. The total amount paid iu'compen- 
sation durhig the year was Rs. 6,011-18, of which Rs. 3,841- 60 was in respect of the road acquisition.

• The following is a statement relating to the cases referred to’ court:—
Number of casespending on January 1,1917 ■.. 9 i Number of cases tried . .. 6
Number of cases referred to court in 1917 .. 5 Number of cases pending at end of 1917 .. 6
Number of cases settled .. .. 2 j

,  AH the references to court-were due to disputes amongst the claimants themselves.
Cattle Disease.—^Only onO case oí rinderpest occurred during the year. The case was in Ratnapura 

town, and the prompt measures taken prevented the spread of the disease. Several cases of hoof-and- 
mouth disease occurred, but the health of cattle during the year was, on the whole, good.

Agricultural or Co-operative Credit Societies.—Two Co-operative Credit Societies were started* 
one at Ratnapura and one at KendangamuWa. As they were started jn December, it is yet too éarly to 
comment on their working. The experimental garden at Balangoda is_very useful, ánd another one is to 
be opened at Godakawela. I  annex the report of the Agricultural Instructor:—

Experimental Garden, Balangoda.-—The only established garden. This has been Confined chiefly to the 
cultivation of vegetables, fruit trees, and othet products suitable for the climate and the country. Vegetable 
seeds in large quantities have been distributed to the villagers, who have gradually developed a thirst for 
cultivation, and I  now see several gardens in (Jiffer-ent parts pf the district opened by private land holders. ■

Coffee robusta experiments in this garden have proved a success so far, the demand for seedis increasing, 
and the future of this cultivation here seems bright and prospective. About 20 pounds of berries ha-ve 
been distributed free of cost to several'people who made application to me, as also about 300 plants. I have 
inspected these, and given the necessary instructions to conduct the cultivation.

Experimental Garden, Godakawem.'—TMs garden is in course of construction, and I  expect it  to do 
in 1918 similar work to that done by the Balangoda garden. —

School Gardens.—These gardens have had my close supervision, and the teachers have had all 
instructions periodically. Seeds and plants have been distributed from time to timé from the Balangoda 
experimental garden.

* Paddy Oultivation.— made experiments in manuring at Qalagama and BelmaduHa. The results
have been satisfactory. ^Experiments were also made -srith Philippine paddy at Ratnapura -with Mr. Proctor 
Attygala. Mr. Attygala has reported to me that of the seven varieties experimented with, three have proved 
very successful, and are likely to take permanent place in the cultivation here. .

Gireuits.—I have occasionally gone into most of the villages and lectured the people -with regard to the 
improvement of village agriculture, growth of food products, and co-operation, &c. The people* so far as I am 
able to find, require much leading stiU, and initiative work from their side cannot be expeéted in a hurry.

Buddhist Temporalities.—The Ratemahatmaya of Kuniwiti Morale, who- is President of the 
Ratnapura District Committee, has furnished me with- the foUowittg report -on the work of the 
Committee during the y ear:—

The term of oflSoe of the members of the District Comrnittee representing Rukulu and KUruwiti korales 
ha-ving elapsed, meetings were helddn March and September respectively, and the old members have been 
re-elected. The member for NawadUn korale ha-ving resigned, a new member was elected in January.

The t:Astee Of the Adam’s Peak was involved in litigation with the tenants of Kuttapitiya over lands 
leased out for planting. The case was, however, settled.

Out of Adam’s Peak funds,, repairs have been efleoted to the ambalam, dagoba, and -vihare at 
Palabaddala.

In BdrieUa Nedun Vihare the newly built -vihare and the old -vihare ate both being painted, and the new 
vihare promises to be by far the best in the district. Besides painting, other extensive improvements are being 
effected, and the works already imdertaken are estimated to cost about Rs. 40,000.

Merekele, a high land belonging to the Maha Saman Dewale, was Rased out duiing the year by the 
Basnayafce Nilame with the sanction of the District Committee and the District Judge.

The Balangoda District Committee is now properly constituted, and ofiSce-bearers were elected 
during the year. A, trustee was appointed for Boltumbe Vihare.

The Kachcheri, _______________ '  B. CONSTANTINE, ’
Ratnapura, April 18, 1918. Government Agent. -

APPENDIX.

I.—REPORT OP THE LOCAL BOARD OP RATNAPTJRA POR 1917.
The folio-wing comparative statement shows the Revenue and Expenditure for 1916 and 1917

R e v e n u e .

Taxes .. 
Licenses 
Rents . .  ■ 
Pines .y 
Miscellaneous

Balance of prs-vious year

1916. 
Bs. c. 

14,307 96 
7,564 2 3  
3 ,3 7 2  48 
1,480 1 

' 5,06517

31,779 85 
16,928 47

1917.
Es. c. 

16,249 25 
8,370 73 
3,741 35 
1,569 3 2  
5 ,37 5  48

34,306 13 
12,549 22

Total 48,708 82 46,855 35

E x p e n d i t u r e .

Interest and sinking fimd 
Cost of administration 
Education 
Sanitation 
Lighting 
Police ..
Pubhe works 
Miscellaneous

War loan
Balance at end of year 

Total

1916. 
Rs. c.' 

520 0 
11,656 86 

250 46 
3,519 90 
1,955 71 

142 23 
17,858 6 

266 90

36,159 10

12,549 22

48,708 32

1917. 
Rs. c. 

6,829 35 
6,073 63 

240 
8,464 
2,821 

143 
10,340 

177

0
10
16
0
2

31

35,079 46 
5,000 0 
6,775 89

46,856 36
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2. A Cbtaparative statement showing the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance for, 1916 and 
19̂ 17 is appended ‘ '

1.
2.
3.

4.

6.

7,

Population of local area by latest CehSiis 
Number of résident males by division officers’ 

lists reported liable to labour 
Discharged obligation within local area by-

(а) Paying single conamutation
(б) - Paying double commutation 
(o) Labouring six days . .
(d) Labouring twelve daya 

Total discharged obligation . .
5. ' Failed to discharge obligation within local area, 

but otherwise accounted for as—
(e) Exempted on account of age, death, 

disqualification, or physical inability 
to Work

{/) Paid or laboured elsewhere
( g )  Double entries or entries by m istake..
(h) Fined
( i )  Imprisoned 
(/) Left lopal area

Total failed to discharge obligation within local 
area '  ..

Unaccounted for

Percent-- Percent-
age on age on

1916. Number 1917. Number
under ‘ imder
Head 2. Bead 2,

____ 5,476 — — 5,476 —

2,395 — —  , 2,667

2,069 85-97 2,299 86-20
- ' 20 •83 30 1-12

— 1 - •04(
t — .

2,079 86-80

3-50

2,330 87-36

2-6284 70
62 2-58 105 3-93
49 2-07 31 • 1-16

2 •08 2 •08

. 119

316

4-96

13-19

129

327

4-84

12-63
— — — — —

3. Finances.'—^The Board records an increase again in the revenue of 1917 over that of the past 
year. In fact, it is the highest recorded for any year. The debt on the market loan Was wiped off, and 
a sum of Rs. 5,000 was invested in the war loan.

4. Sanitation.—^The health of the town, save for a few cases of chiekenpox amd measles, was
satisfactory. Of six cases of enteric, three proved fatal. The number of births and deaths during the 
last two years was :— ,

1916. 1917. I 1916. 1917.
Births . .  173 . - 191 | Deaths . .  213 ..  153

The population estimated to the middle of 1917 by intercensal increase was 7,215.
5. Watet Supply.—The reservoir was emptied and cleaned in June, and the snrrotinding land 

cleared of all overgrowth and rubbish. The rainfall was 136 inches, as compared with 165 inches  ̂in 1916. 
There was a smaU flood in August. No damage was caused. Where the approaches to the town were 
under water, the Local Board boats were made use of. A small double canoe was provided for the 
inhabitants of Mahawala, across the river.

6. Education.—^The Church Missionaiy Society Tamil school was closed temporarily for want of 
a suitable buildipg to  conform to the requirements of the Educational Code, and also by reason of the 
Muhammadan OhUdren who composed the majority of the pupils having been drawn into the new school 
opened by their Community. The Muhammadan school has been temporarily registered, by the 
M ucation Department. In  1917 the number of children between the ages of 6 and 12 attending school 
rose from 444 to 539.

7. Boads.—^The Local Board took in band the improvenient of the Weralupe road, and one 
section of it, beyond the ambalama, running through the paddy fields, and which had been from time 
to time cut into by the fieldowners, was reclaimed and widened an<$ put into good order. The remaining 
section between the ambalama and the jail is to be improved in 1918.

Angaminana road near its junction with the Batugedara mu.in road was widened, a strip of land 
having been acquired for the puipose. The Verandahs of three houses that had encroached on the main 
road at this junction were removed. Thitty-five permits to build houses were issued during the year. 
Twenty-eight hew buildings were completed.

8. Members.— T̂he biennial election of unofficial members took place in February, when aU the 
ftiree seats were contested- Mr. Cyiffi EUawala, one of the former members, was returned,^ and Messrs. 
A. H. E. Molamure and D. E. Jayatileke were elected new members. Mr. A. H. F. Clarke, Provincial 
Engineer, was succeeded by Mr. A. N. Robertson in October.

B. CONSTANTINE,
' Chairman. .

n .—BFFQBT OF THE SANITABY BOARD OF RATNAPUBA FOB 1917.
The Sanitary Board of Ratnapura consists of the following nlembCTs :—^The Government Agent 

(Chairman); the Provincial Engineer; the Provincial Surgeon; the District Medical Officer, Balangoda; 
Messrs. D. B. Jayatfleke and Harry Ellawala, Proctors; and the District Medical Officer, Kendangamuwa.

2. Five meetings were held during the year.
3. The village of Dumbara was brought under the operation of the Ordinance, with eflect from

February 15,1917, making nine towns under the Board, viz., Balangoda, Rakwana, Kuruwita, Kendan­
gamuwa, Wellandura, PelmaduUa, Dela, Kahawatta, and Dumbaia, I t  is proposed to bring Opanake 
imder the operation of the Ordinance during 1918. «

■ 4. Important works done during the year are :—
Balangoda. -

Construction of a new latrine for females
Bahwana.

Construction of a cattle pound
Kendangamuwa.

Cost of survey and acquisition o f land for a  cemetery *

t Bs. 
130

c.
0

372 20 

82 92
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5. There are three Sanitary Inspectors Under the Board, the best work being done by the 
Inspector stationed at Kendangamuwa, The smaE towns suffer from lack of supervision, but the Medical 
Officers in charge of Balangoda and Kendangamuwa hospitals, who are members of the Board, have 
been of much help in supervising the sanitation of those two towns.

6. A statement of the revenue and expenditure of each town is appended
Balangoda.

Bs. c.
Revenue 
Balance on December 31,1916

Revenue 
Balance on December 31,1916

Revenue 
Balance on December 31, 1916

Revenue . »
Balance on December 3l, 1916

Revenue
Balance on December 31,1916

Revenue
Balance on December 31, 1916

Revenue ,.
Balance on December 31, 1916

Revenue . »
Balance on December 31, 1916

Revenue
Balance on December 31, 1916

Rs. c.
4,177 60 Expenditure 3,342 5

• • 218 29 Balance on December 31, 1917 1,053 84

Total .. 4,395 89 Total .. 4,395 89

Bajeivana.
2,888 48 Expenditure .. 2,791 78

•• 760 41 Balance oti December 31,1917 857 U

Total .. 3,648 89 Total .. 3,648 89

Kendangarmiea.
1,454 4 Expenditure 1,285 32

•• 848 60 Balance on December 31, 1917 1*017 32
Total .. 2,302 64 Total .. 2,302 64

Kurh wita.
.,1,119 86 Expenditure .. 468 79

•• 702 71 Balance op December 3l, 1917 947 78

Total .-. 1,416 57 Total .. 1,416 57

PeVmMuUa.
917 81 Expenditure .. . . . 584 89
292 63 Baianee on December 31, 1917 625 94

Total .. 1,210 44 Total .. i,210 44

WeUandura.
# • 403 9$ Expenditure 290 22
•• 90 5l Balance «8 December 31* 1917 204 31

Total .. 494 53 j . Total .. 494 53

Dela.
664 53 Expenditure 241 5

•• 255 8$ Balancean December 31,1917 669 36

Total .. 910 4l Total .. 910 41

Kahawatta.
• • 365 75 Expenditure .. 199 29
•• 185 80 Balance on December 31,1917 352 26

Total .. 551 55 Total .. 551 6 r

Difmbara.
« , 1,587 48 Í ExpenditurS é« 380 88
• • Baimee on December 31, 1917 1,206 60

Total k. 1,687 48 Total ... 1,587 48

■ ____________ _ B. CONSTANTINE,
Chairman.

in .—REPORT OP THE PROVINCIAL ROAD COMMITTEE OP THE PROVINCE
OP SABARAGAMtJWA POR 1917.

The Provincial Read Committee during 1917 consisted of the foEowing members :—The Govern­
ment Agent (Chairman); Mr. A; H. I ’. Clarke, Provincial Ihjgineer, up to September, and thCTeafter 
Mr. A. N. Robertson ; Mr. Harry EEaVala; Mr. E. E. Megget; Mr. 0. B. M. Cheyne; and Mr. C. R. P.

. Jayawardena.
2. Six meetings trere held dmmg the year. Pa,pem were also circulated among the members for 

approv&i.
3. The proposal to construct a resthouse-at Kahawatta was deferred by the Committee for 

future consideration, when the war is over.
4. The mbst important works of improvement carried out during the year are as foEows :—
(1) Painting the celling of Ratnapura resthouse.
(2) Construciion of a storeroom, firewood shed, and fowl-house, Ratnapura resthouse.
(3) Repairs to PelmaduEa resthouse.
(4) Repairs to Balangoda restbonse.
(5) Wire fence, Madampe resthouse.
(6) Repairs to Kolonna,-iImbiEpitiya, Karawita, and Ayagama bungalows.

9(1)18 ^
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6. The usual works of maintenance were carried out satisfactorily diu-ing the year. The 
expenditure on resthousCS, bujagalows, and ambalftlhs-during the year was as follows :—

Bs. c.
Ratnapura
Kegalfe.

4,915 36 
2,300 0

6. I  append a statenlsnt of the revenue amj expenditure of the Oommittee for 1917
Rs. c. 

16,614 35
REVBNUt!.

Balance Oh January 1, 1917 ..
Amount received from District Road Coffimittees on account'of two- 

thirds commutation for principal roads, resthouses, & c.:—
Rs. c.

11,587 69 
19,511 9

{ a y  From Ratnapura D istrict Road. Committee.. 
FfimrEegaHaDistrict Road Committee

Refund by Government of tolls levied Op minor roads 
-Government ma»t in aid of minor wOrks 
ResthouSO Collections:—

(а )  prom Ratnapura District Road Committee..
(б) From Kegalla District Road Committee

Rs. c.
3,933 56 
2,606 57

ContributioiiS from District Road Committees on accoiint of Provin­
cial Road Gonmaittee cstabli^imeiit s-«™-

Rs. e.
600 0 
600 0

(а) From Ratnapura District Road Committee..
(б) From Kegalla District Road Committee

Miscellaneous recéipts

31,098 50 
2,439 0 
2,000 0

6,540 13

Total

1,200 0
2,338 27

62,239 25

ExPENDlTtm®.
Payments made from two-thirds commutation during the year under 

the provisions of Ordinances Nos. JO of.,1861, 31 of 1884, and 10 of 
1902, on account of—

(а) Principal roads
(б) ResthOuses . .  . . .

Upkeep, repair, and improvemen^f resthOUses from funds other than 
two-thirds commutation—

Pay of rOstbOUsO-keepers
Provincial Rpad Committee’s establishment .. i ,
Toll grants remitted to— Rs. C.

(a)  Ratnapura District Road Committee ..
(b) Kegalla District Road Committee . .  2,439 0

Goyenm^nt grant in aid of minor works renUtted

(а)  Rattttoura District Road Committee
(б) KegalW. District Road Committee

Miscellanedm charges 
Balance On December 31, 1917

Rs. 0. 
__

2,O00 0 

Total

18,864 0 
7,216 36

4,271 25 
1,182 50

2,439 9

2,000 0 
11,044 7 
15,214 7

62,230 25

7. B r a n c h  B e a d s  b ^ fo ^ r tm m L —^There are seven branch roads in the Province, which axe controlled 
under Ordinance No. 14 of 1896. The foRowittg Statement gives the name and situation of the roads, 
length of each road, apd the contribution of Oovemment and estates :—

Name of Road. Length Govetumcm Estate
in Contribution. Contribution.

Batnopura District. Miles. Bs. Bs.
Ratnapura*ídalwala ferry 5 3,600 3,570
BalangodaGhetnole 3 1,100 1,122
Ellearawá-Pinnawala 6*60 . .  2,260 2,295

KegdUa District. 
Glenallft‘Kavilland ..  3 S 0 1,756 1,785
Dehiowita*Algoda . . 1 -5 600 510
ParakadttWa-Hemmingford 1-48 . 600 6 l l
Gewilipitiya''Hatgampola 1*65 6Ó0 '612C

8. Local Committees have been appointed for all, except the Parakaduwa station to Hemmingf ord 
and Gewilipitiya-Hatgampola roads. A ll estate contributions were paid during the year.

9. Fresh applications for branch roads were pot received during the year, nor were the applications 
under the consideration of Government pressed.
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10. Estate Hoads Department, Ordinance No. 12 of 1902.^TheTe are four estate roads in the 

I^ovince. These roads are the following;—
Eatnapura District.

(1) Malwala ferry-Wewelwatta factory, 14 mdes.
Kegalla District.

(2) Bevilla-Digowa, 5 | miles.
,(3) Morontota-Arandara, 2' 21 miles.
(4) Yattagoda-Yattawala, 43 lines.
11. The improvement of the Morontota-Arandara road has been undertaken by the liOcal 

Committee for the road.
12. Staff.—Consequent on the death of Mr. B. A. Senaratne, the Chief Cleik, District Road 

Committee, Kegalla, Mr. W. Don Simon, Second Clerk, Provincial Road Committee, Ratftapnra, was 
appointed Chief Clerk, District Road Committee, Kegalla.

• -  B. CONSTANtINE,
Chairman.

IV.—REPORT OP THE DISTRICT ROAD COMMITTEE, RATNAPERA, EOR 1917.
The District Road Committee, RatnapuTa, consisted of the following members durhjg 1917:— 

The Government Agent (Chairman); Mr. J. C. Cooper, District Engineer, up to February, andi thereafter 
Mr. R. J. K. MacBride; Mr. C. E. Jayatileke up to April, and thereafter Mr. Walter Edward Peiris ; 
Mr, J. Vandenberg; and Mr. J. Hawke. In addition to these members, Mr. E. E. MeggOt was an 
additional member under section 23 of Ordinance No. lO of 1861.

2. One meeting waS held during the year. Papers were also circulated among members for 
approval.

3. I  append a statement showing the Working of the Thoroughfares Ordinances for the years 
1916 and 1917

1916.

Percent­
age On 

Ntftnber' 
u n d ^  

Head 2.

1917.

Percent­
age on 

NtUUber 
tinder

Head 2.

130,161 — 130,151 —

33,196 — 33,989 —

29459
213

5

87*84
•64
•(ft

160 «4
86-73

•44

¥ ——'
29,377 88-49 29,628 87‘17

»

>
S'

2,089
1,647

39
4
2~

138
1

3,819

6*28
4*66

•12
•61
•6l
•42

11-50

2,638
1,181

25
6

• 455

4,204

7-47
3*47

*07
•01

i-34

12-36
18$ 157

1.
2.

3.

4.
6.

7.

Population of local area by latest Census 
Number of resideut males by division offlcm 

lists reported liable to labour 
Discharge obligation within looaJ area by—

(а) Paying single commutation
(б) Paying double commutation
(c) Labouring six days . .
(d) Labouring twelve days 

Total discharged Obligation ..
PaQed to discharge obligation within local are 

but q îheiwise accounted for as—

to work
(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere
(ff) Double entries or entries by mistake.
(h) Pined
(i) Imprisoned 
(f) Left local area

Total failed to discharge obligation within locS 
area . .   ̂ .

Unaccounted for
4. A statement of the revenue and exp>enditure of 

appended:—
BEVErrUB.

Balance on January 1 ,1917 .,.
Commutation realized ip tnoney . .
Toh grant on minor roa(Js . .
Miscellaneous receipts

Total
EXTenditOb b .

Payment made on account of principal roads and resthouses 
,  Amount expended on minor works

Establishment and commission to division officers:—
(a) Contribution on account Provincial Road Com­

mittee establMunent
’ (J) Cost of'District Road Committee establishment 

(d) Commission tb division ofiSeers

the District Rood Committee for lM7*iS

Rs. c.
60a a

2,795 55 
5,023 54

Bs. o. 
8,759 33 

43,090 50 
3,411 5

264 0

65,524 88

11,687 50 
20,542 73

Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31,1917

Total

8,419 9 
1,747 77 

13,227 79

55,524 88

    
 



112 CBYl^ON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [Part I.

5. The amount expended on minor roads in ehafge ot-this Committee during 1917 is shown in the 
aijnexed statem ent:— , ,

Name of Road. Length 
in MUes.

Expenditure. 
Maintenance. Improvement,

Rs. c. Rs.
1. Malwaia<Ilukwatta-Tibbotuoya-Caïney 8 250 0 . —
2. Ilukwatta.Tuntota . . 1* . . --- 126 1
3. Talawitiya-Eurugammodara cart 

road 3 . .  1,065 0 . _
4. Talawitiya-Knrugammodara bridle

road •. ■ • 4 60 0 . 430 (
5. First mile, Eurugammodara end to 

MatWagaia factory 1 125 0 . . —
6. Minnaiia'Mahademya or Mapota bridle 

road . . 4 60 0 .
7. 18th n^lepost, Nambapana road 

to Karandana Boys’ Vernacular 
School . . H

8. Karandaha school to estate ■ 3 i 48 76 . 250 (
9. Karandana estate to Labugama 4 . . --- . ---

10. Kuruwita-Eratna road, first mile, cart 
road 1 350 0 . . 240 (

11. KuruWita^Bratna, second mile, to 7th 
mile, bridle road . . 6 300 0 . 46 (

12. KurUwita.Bratna, 8th to 11th miles, 
bridle read 4 60 0 . _

13. KiriWShahetiya-Dela 5 76 0 . ._ ----
14. Eahawatta-Sunuwala 4 i 90 0 .. —
IS. Demhwafeta cart road, first mile 1 860 0 .. 239 €
16. Demuwatta-Kotamulla cart read, 

second mile 1 340 0 . . __
17.

0
Bambukl^anda tumofi to _Han- 

gomuwâ 3-14 626 0 .. —
18. Kotamulla bridge-Wewelkandura 12 180 0 .. ----
19. WewelWatta-Agarsland 4 100 0 .. —

20. Wewelkahdura-Dunukayagula 13 162 50 ..
822 7621. .Kalawtma-Depedene 22 275 0 ..

22. Idangoda-Ayagama cart and bridle 
roads . .  ' .. 7 ..  1,000 0 .. _

23. Ayagama-Kukulegaina 11 1 3 7  S O  . . 2 8 0  0
24. Bakwana-tDepedene .. 8  . 135 0 •. 3 4 9  0
25. BakWana^BuIutota .. 4 . 170 0 . . —
26. Barra-BIchiço 6 . 600 0 . . —
27. Bakwana-Godakawela 5 i  . 200 0 . . —
28. Petit’s bri%e“Houpe , .. 7 . , 250 0 . . —
29. Madampe-Rakwana B k  . 75 0 . . —
30. Pallewela'-Medaganoya 6 i . 101 25 .. —
31. Ereporuwa<Panamure-Embilipitiya ■ • 16 . . 1,000 Ö .. 210 0
32. Balangoda-Damahana 5^ . . 1,810 50 .. 155 0
33. Damahana-l4edaganoya 6 i . 93 75 .. 

15^ 0 ..
49 60

34. Tumbagoda-Weliharanawa ,. 1 , , —
35. LankabarAna-Kaltota 16 , 320 0 . . 1,489 25
36. Tumbageda-Bogahalanga ,2 . 60 0 ,. —
37. Chetnole*Agarsland . . 7 260 0 .. —
38. OlUgantota-Bogawantalawa 8 i . . 350 0 ---ft
39. Irnbulpe-Maratenna. . 9 200 0 . . —
40. BihhUloya-Sorton Plains 9 112 60 .. —
41. 87th mjlapost, main road, to DenAga»' 

oya bridge H  • 30 0 . . —

42. Bassagala^Waleboda 3 i . . 76 0 . . —
43. BassagalA'.Pirmawala 5 . 150 0 . . —
44. Approach roads to resthouses 266 40 . . —
45. Small public works . . — 195 99 . . —

46. Pay of-ferryboat keepers — 185 0 . . —

47. Pay and fellowanee of Superintendent 
of Minor Roads . .  . . . 2,354 98 . .

48, Construction of a new boat, Ndwan* 
goda ferry, on Village Committee 
road to Pitigalakanda 200 0

49. Construction of horse ferryboat for 
DemuWatta ferry . .  . . — — 603 0

256 •34 1 5 ,0 5 4  12 5,488 61
.. .. ;

Bs. 20,542 •73

6. The funds a t the disposal of the Committee are insufficient for the eonstruction of new roads, 
or even the improvement of the existing roads.

The Kachcheri, 
Ratnapura, April 18, 1918.

B. CONSTANTINE, 
Chairman,
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REPORT ON TRE KEGAELA DISTRICT FOR 1917. 
Area of District, 642 square miles ; Population at Census of 1911, 242,629.

I.— Ĥistory of the Y ear .
The year was an uneventful one. The only noticeable feature was the establishment of regular 

police throughout the district. In spite of present conditions, the people enjoyed fair prosperity. There 
was no distress or scarcity, and the public health was excellent. '

2. Administrative Changes.—^Mr. H. A. Eurden, who had beeh Assistant Government Agout 
for three years, was transferred to NUwara Ehya as District Judge in July, and ivas succeeded by the 
writer. Mr. H. E. Jansz succeeded Mr. A. E. Christoffelsz as Office Assistant in January. Mr. A. H. 
Nathanielsz was appointed District Engineer in August. Mr. J . H. Meedeniya was appointed Prate* 
mabatmaya of Three Korales on probation in succession to hjs father, the Dissawa. Mr. A* F, Gunaralaae 
succeeded Mr. D. M. Seneviratne as Kachcheri Muhandiram.

II.— R̂evenue.
3. The revenue for the financial year ended September 30, 1917, was Rs. 36fi,4S5' 23, as against 

Rs. 294,447'76 for the previous year, an increase of Rs. 74,007*47. The chief increases were: (1) 
Rs. 44,948' 79 under the head of Arrack and Toddy, owing to the high prices realized by the sale of the 
rents ; (2) Rs. 11,700* 21 under Stamp Duties, owing to the increased fees on vehicles ftnd gUn licenses î
(3) Rs. 5,027* 98 under Forest Department Revenue, owing to increased sale of timber and other forest 
produce ; (4) Rs. 26,127* 50 under Land Sales. There were decreases of Rs* 2,342* 36 under Fines and 
Forfeitures; Rs. 785*75 imder Opium Sales ; and Rs. 9,520'1Ô under R ^ t  of Lands, the last being 
due to rents due for 1917 having been brought te account in 1916. Expenditure was normal, and calls 
for no comment.

In .— Coédition oe t se  People .
4. Public Health.—̂The health of the district was exceptionally good, both as regards the civil 

and the dstate population. There Was an entire absence of any serious epidemics. Births outnumbered 
deaths by móre  ̂ than 2 to 1, the figures being 11,216 to 5,140. The death-rate was the low One of 
21* 19per mille. ' Whereas in 1916, which was also a healthy yeat, 83,073 persons were treated at hospitals 
and dispensaries, the figure for 1917 was 53,682 only. There are five hospitals and four disptósaries

' in the (hstriet, which is well provided with medical facilities,
5. Food Supfly.— T̂he food supply, was adequate. There was a general rise in prices, but a 

careful monthly scrutiny of the rates ruling at the different bazaUm did not disclose any evidence of 
“ profiteering.” Considerable efforts were made to increase the local production of food stuffs. An 
Agricultural Instructor was appointed, seeds were distributed, and several village shows were arranged 
to be held early m 1918.

6. Industries.-—^With the exception of hoconuts, with which, however, this district is not largely 
concerned, agriculture enjoyed a good year and satisfactory prices. Paddy and chena crops were abôve 
the average. There was a large increase in the acreage under rubber, with a corresponding decrease in 
tea cultivation. Villagers are growing rubber on theit lands in preference to coconuts, Arecanuts and 
plantains did well. Among industries other than agricUlttlre nlay be mentioned manufacture of tea 
and rubber chests, which, owing to the scarcity of the imported article, proved very attractive to the 
villagers, l^umbago, which is mainly worked by low-country men, after apmiiod of abnormal prosperity, 
suffered a serious decline at the end of the year.

7. Co-operative Credit Societies.— were formed in Beligal korale, Paranakaru korale, 
and Three Korales. The existing society in Galboda and Khngoda korales disjdayedmuch activity, and 
is earning the appreciation of the villagers.

8. Health of Cattle.—There were a few outbreaks of rinderpest between August ahd October, 
but they were quickly stamped out with the prompt co‘operatiOn of the headmen and the Veterinary 
Department. Otherwise the health of cattle was good. Attempts were made to find land suitable 
for cCmmunal pasture lands, the hecessity for which is very great, but Without success.

9. Pilgrimages.—The Chief centres of pilgrimage are Aiutnuwara Dewale, Deraniyagala Maha 
Saman Dewale, and Wattarama Vihare. Sanitary measures wefe effectively carried out by the headmen.

• IV.‘—Education. '
10. . The District School Committee consisted of the Assistant .government Agent, the Director

of Education, the Rev. Father A. M. Verstraetan, the Rev. A. M. Walmsley, and Messrs, L. B, Nugawela, 
Lawrence Krasse, and J. R. Molligoda. The revenue of the Committee Was Rs. 29,407*37, and the 
expenditure Rs. 15,081* 46. Most of the balance is due fer Works under construction, butjaot completed 
at the end oí the year. ~

11. There áre 45 Grovémment schools ánd 38 aided àobools in the district. The attendance at 
the former showed an improvement over 1916, th$ percentage average attendance to the number on roll 
rising Horn 63 to 74. A new Government school for boys was opened a t Panawala and a girls’ school at 
Atulugama. Six new grant-in*aid schools were either registered or recognized during the year.

12., The following works of importance were carried out and completed by the Committee during 
1917.—  ’

(1 ) NeWr^School at Panawala.
(2) Reconsti*uction of boys’ school at Atulugama.

 ̂ (3) Reconstruction of boys’ school at Kottapola.
(4) Reconstruction of girls’ school at Mamkkawa,
(5) Extensiem to Ruwanwella boys’ school.
(6J New latrines a t  four schools.
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13. Til© folIomOg were in course óf construction at the close of the year
{1) Rebuilding Udahingutuwaka school. < >
(2) Rebuilding Ratnagoda school.
(3) Extensions to Patberiya, Beddewela,*aUd Kehelwatta schools.
14 . Thè activities o i thS Comnnùttee are limited by  lack of funds. More schools are required, 

especially for girls, and there is no provision for industrial education. Thè raising of the age limit to 14 
will make furthav demands on the available accommodation.

V-—Police and CIrimb.
15. Regular police were introduced throughout the district, and pohce stations opened at 

Rambuhkana, Warakapola, Aranayaka, Kegalla, iluwanwella, Dehiowita, and Y atiyantota. The increase 
of crime and the development of ^he distriofe had  made this step inevitable. I t  is pleasing to  record that 
the headmen, both chief and mi&or, ImVe co-operated admirably with the pohce in making the scheme 
a success, and Several of them have earned the special commendation of the Inspector-General of Pqliee. 
In  this coimeOtion the Ratemahatmayas of Behgal korale and of Galboda and Kinigoda korales, 
Messrs, Jj. B. Nugawela and H, W. Boyagoda, have done particularly good work. Much credit is due to 
Captain T. G. Salmon, Assistant Superintendent of Pohce, for the tact and ability with which he has dealt 
with a difficult situation. '

16. As the  pohce stations were opened a t  irregular intervals during the year, i t  is not possible 
to make any useful comparison between the “ pohced ” and “ unpoliced ” periods.

17. The comparative figures of “ tnie ” cases under certain heads of crime-for 1916 and 1917 
are as follows »

Arson 
Burglary 
Cattle stèahng 
Crrievous hurt 
Homicide

18. In  1917 the total number of ‘̂true ” cases was 416, with 113 convictions. In  1916 there 
were 3 ^  cases, irith  107 convietiuns. The apparent increase in crime, with the smaller percentage of 
convictions, may, perhaps, be attributed to  the fact that after the establishment of the police there was 
less suppression of doubtful oases, or of cases in which the accused was unknown.

l9- The sum of Rs. 2,383*02 was paid to headmen as rewards for good work.

V I.^ L ocal Goveeiìment.
20. The Xiocal Board of Regalia is dealt with in a separate report.
21, Sanitary Board.—The three towns of Behiowita, Yatiyantota, and Rambukkana are worked 

Under thè Small Towns Ordinance. A Sanitary Inspector is in charge of each, with a force of scavenging 
Coohes. Lighting and scavenging Were carried out eflectively. No new works of any importance were 
completed during the year, but several were under construction, viz., a cattle gala a t Rambukkana and 
new latrines a t Behiowita ftnd Yatiyantota.

22- The balances to  the credit of the towns a t the efid of December were as follows ;—
Bs. c.

. .  . .  . .  8,216 1 9 1
6,707 28  

10,104 73

23 . PropCsals to brii^  othm small towns under the Ordinance were laid over, pending the 
introduction of the new scheme of local self-government.

1916. 1917. 1916. 1917
14 ' . . 6 Attempted homicide 1 —

. .  100 164 Hurt by knife, 63 43
46 64 Rape . .  — 2
28 24 Bobbery 16 23

6 6 Theft Over Rs. 20 67 83

Dehiowita
Yatiyantota
Bambukkana

YII.—GaÎ sabhaWAS.
24. Village ComuiUees.— revenue of the four Vilhge Committees, including balances carried 

forward, amounted to Rs. 56,388 • 84 , and the expenditure to Rs. 36,423 ’ 62. Paths, edandas, and Village 
Committee bungalows were maintained in good order. The sum of Rs. 2,825 was bontributed to  the 
District School Committee, and Rs. 10,500 to  the Ceylon War Loan.

25. Village Tribunals.—^There are six courts in charge of three Presidents. The following
statement shows the number of institutions, civil afid criminal, for the last three y ea rs :— .

1915, 1916. 1917.
Galboda and Kinigoda Rorales ..̂  4,373 . .  6,105 . .  5,717
Beligal and Paranakuru Korales . .  3,152 . .  3,358 . .  2,906
Three Korales and Lower Bulatgama ..  2,022 . .  2,115 . .  2,350

26. There were 114 appeals to  the Assistant Government Agent. In  96 cases the decisions of 
the Presidents were affirmed and in 18 set aside. There were 5 appeals to His Excellency the Governor, 
of which 4 were dismissed and 1 allowed.

V lll.t—L and  ¡SettlbSIeNt .
27. The following statement shows the extent of CroWp land disposed Of during the y e a r ;—

Sold. S e t t l e d . T o k i l

To Europeans 
To Natives

Extent. 
A . B . B .

2 0 34

Amount. 
Rs.. c.

422 40

Extent.
A . a .  B .

6 3 6 
8 0 3

Amount. 
Bs. o.

1 , 7 5 3  70 
1,561 2

Extent, c 
A . < p . p .

6 3 6
10 o 37

Amount.
Bs. c. 

1,753 70 
L983 42

28. An extent of 44 acres 1 rood 37 perches has been granted free as compensation to the 
widows of certain people who were shot during martial law.
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29. Waste Lands Ordinance.—No fresh villages yvere taken up by the Settlement Officer during 
the year. Einal plans have been issued for the villages of Nehehna, Ambatenna, Yatagama, and 
Elotahetta. No land- has been declared Crovffi by the Assistant Government Agent during 1917. 
One preliminary notice covering an extent of 9 acres and 7 perches has been issued, and is pending,

30. Three certificates of qui6t possession involving an extent pf 262 acres 1 rood 8 perches 
have been issued during 1917. There are in hand three certificates of quiet possession plans, including 
those brought forward from previous years, covering an extent of 2,027 acres and 31 perches under 
consideration.

31. Owing to the large areas of land in this.district reserved for railway fuel supply and for the 
protection of rivers and paddy fields, there is very little Crown land available foi disposal. But the 
demand is great, with the result that capitalists buy up doubtful native claims. The Parly settlement 
of the district is very necessary, but the work is necessarily slow a t present.

32. Land Acquisition.— Ân extent of 5 acres 1 rood 3 • 54 perches Was acquired a t a eOSt of 
Rs. 3,130-06.

IX .— WoEKiNG OB' Ordinances.
33. Kandyan Marriage Ordinance.—^The number of marriages registered during the year wa$ 

905, as against 904 in 1916. There were 217 applications for divorce, of which 119 w'ere granted, the 
figures for 1916 being 205 and 110, respectively.

34. Dog Registration.— T̂he number of dogs registered*Was 5*843, as against 5,864 in 1917. The 
new police stations were supplied with shotguns for the destruction of ownerless dogs.

35. Cattle Branding.—6,165 cattle were branded^as against 8,808 in l916.
36. Opium.— T̂he number of licensed consumers continues to decrease, and now stands at'471> 

a reduction of 52, from the previous year. The quantity of opiuin sol4 decreased from 217 pounds to  
205 pounds.

37. Em se.—There was no alteration in the number of taverns. The headmen and Ej:cise 
officers co-operated satisfactorily in checking illicit practices. As from October 1, 1917* all arrack and 
foreign Hquor taverns were closed a t 6.30 P.Ji., a Step which has already had its effect in checking 
consumption.

38. In spite of the faU in consumption, the arrack and toddy rents fetched considerably higher 
figures for the 1917-^18 period than fOr the previous year. Arrack rents realized Rs. 531,729* as against 
Rs. 479,016 •, and toddy rents Rs. 26,290, as against Rs. 17,150, On the other hand, the fees for foieign

• liquor licenses were reduced from Rs. 6,205 to Rs. 4,663'75, the consumption under this head having 
fallen very low owing to increased prices.

39. Buddhist Temporalities Ordinartce.^lt is to be revetted  that, owing to the indifference of 
the District Committee, this Ordinance has become almost a dead letter m the district. The appoint­
ments of all trustees have expired, with the result that the affairs of the temples are in great OonEusion, 
Steps are being taken to  put matters on a better footing. The appohltment of the Assistant Government 
Agent as Commissioner to assist the Committee would appear to be desirable.

X.—Rublio Works.
40. The chief works completed or in progress during thC yeat were :—
(1) -Aranayaka hospital.
(2) Eitulgala hospital.
(3) Bridges on Kegalla-Polgahawela road-
(4) Bridge over Maha-oya on road to Rambufekana.

41. The chief works required are
1) Extension of Railway system to Kegalla Jlistrict.

(2) A new Kachcheri.
(3) Clerks’ quarters, Kegalla,.
(4) Telegraph office a t Aianayaka.
(5) Post and Telegraph Office a t Ambepttssa.
42. The minor roads were maintained in very ffiir order, and somo veiy necessary improvement 

works were undertaken on the Piudeniya* MaWanella-Alpitiya, HingUla-Alutpota* and Rambukkana- 
Katupitiya roads.

XI.— P̂OEBST AnSllNISTEAilON.
43. The revenue recovered by the porest Department in 1917 amounted to Ps. 10‘,336-62. The 

Department dealt with ten cases of illicit felling and removal.
44. Most of the forest offences in the district are-reported by the headmen to  the Kachcheri and 

dealt with by the Chena Muhandiram. The number reported increased from 157 in 1916 to 168 in 1917. 
The amount recovered as Compensation was Rs. 279*31. Thirty-six eases had to he reported to court^ 
There were 13 convictions and 13 acquittals; the rest Were withdrawn on pasunent of compensation. 
The total fines imposed by the Magistrate amounted to  Rs, 732.

XII.—^MlSOEiJANEOUS.
45. Apart from contributions in sterling, which were paid direct to the Treasurer, the sum of 

Rs. 28,850 was raised in the district towards the Ceylon War Loan.
46. The writer returned to the administration of the district after an interval of seven years. 

The progress and development made during that period were very marked.

KegaUa Kacheheri, 
EebrUary l8, 1918.

G. F. E._ BROWNING, 
Assistant Government Agent.
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APPENDIX.

I.—REPORT OF T h e  DOOAL b o a r d  OF KEGALLA FOB 1917.

I.w.IliTEODXJCTION.

Gomposition of the Board.-* '̂Ùi& follóTvijlg members held office during the year 1917 :—Officials : 
The Assistant Government Agent (Ohait!^h) ; Mr. W. R. W. Morgan, District Engineer, from January 
to June, 1917, Mr. P. M. Norris^ iHstriot Engineer, during July, 1917, and Mr. A. H. Nathanielsz, 
District Engineer, from August td' December, 1917 ; and Dr. Hinton de Silva, Medical Officer. 
Unofficials : Mr. R, MoHigoda, Mr- A. A. Wictramasinghe, and Mr. G. S. Suraweera.

I L ^ R bvenue  and E x pe n d it u e b .
t .

2. Comparative statement of the revenue and expenditure of the Board for the years 1916 and 
1917 is aimexed ;—

Revenue, 1916. 
Bs. 0 .

1917. 
Rs. c. Expbnditubb. 1916. 

Rs. c.
1917. 

Rs. c.
Taxes :— Interest and sinking fund

Property rate . 2,237 4 . .  2,250 13 on loans 1,020 0 . . * 1,020 0
Thoroughfares Ordi- Cost of administration :—

nance collection 1,374 0 . .  1,450 0 Establishment 1,692 0 . . 1,692 0
Other . . 673 0 814 50 Office contingencies . . 152 53 .. 163 34

Licenses :—
Cost of audit 53 11 . . 67 88
Revenue services- 463 95 .. 495 68

Liquor . . 1,973 25 . .  1,162 50
Opium .. 678 97 678 97 Education: Town Schools

20 0Carts . . 88 0 108 0 Ordinance 15 0 . .
Other .. 404 0 938 50 Sanitation 1,831 27 . . 1,986 59

Lighting . 1,416 41 .. 1,446 21
Rents :— Police 35 61 .. 69 38

Markets 1,941 38 . .  L146 25 Public works
Other . . 1,280 64 . .  1,020 5 Maintenance 2,193 94 . . 2,930 89

Fines 143 0 66 26 New construction .70 80 . . 50 10
Miscellaneous 678 32 764 76
Deposit . . 218 24 104 67 Miscellaneous 332 76 .. 450 88

Advances . . —  i . 331 20
Deposit 118 24 . . 61 21

10,789 74 10,494 48 ' 9,395 62 10,775 36
Balance on January 1 . . 1,046 88 . .  2,441 0 Balance on December 31 2,441 0 . . 2,160 12

Total 11,836 62 12,936 48 Total . . 11,836 62 12,935 48

3. Taxes, Other.— T̂he increase wftS dUe to a larger amount being collected as taxes on motor cars 
during the year.

4. Licenses, Liquor.— T̂He deoiease Was due to the license fees being reduced owing to  poor sales 
and earlier closing hours.

6. Licenses, Other.—^Theiiorease WftS due to the refund of stamp duty on licenses issued in  respect 
of motor vehicles being obtained during th& year.

6. Bents, Markets.—^The increasuwas 4ue tu  aiarger amortnt being recovered as ren t 6i  vegetable 
stalls during the year.

7. Sanitation.—The increase was <Iue to  the payment of usages of extra coolies employed for 
cleaning, &c., of the drains in the tbwn.

8. Police.—^The increase was due to  the purchase of a new gun for shooting stray  dogs.
9. Public Works, Maintenance.-^fMe increase was chiefly due to the bridges on Mirihella road 

and on path from South Circular road as far aS the Jubilee ambalam being repaired, and also to the cost 
of repairs to the Town Hall roof.; O

10. Public Works, New Gonstructidn.—*^&w quarters were pu t up for the caretaker of the
infectious diseases hospital. c

11. Miscdlaneous.—The increase was due to the purchase of sanitary dust» bins for sale to 
householders in the town.

12. Advances.—The Board contributed Rs. 331‘20 for constructing a portipn of drain in the 
town near the turn to the hospital.
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III.—Thorotj6hfae.es Or dinance .
• j 13. A comparative statement of the working of the Thoroughfares Ordinance in the years 1916 

and 1917 is appended

Percent- Percent-
age on age on

1916. Niunber 1917. Number
under .jmder

Head 2. Head 2.

1. Population of local area by latest Census 2,636 2,536
■

2. Number of resident males by division officers’
lists reported liable to labour _ 848 __ 870

3, Discharged obligation within local area by—

(a) Pa3ung single commutation 670 79-01 717 82*41
(6) Pa5ung double commutation 5 •68 3 •34
(c) Labouring six days - — __
(d) Labouring twelve days — — —

Total discharged obligation 676 79-59 720 82-76
Failed to discharge obligation within local area.

but otherwise accounted for as—

(e) Exempted on account of age, death.
disqualification, or physical inability to
work . . 13 1-53 19 2-18

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere 79 9-32 48 6-51
(g) Double entries or entries by mistake 11 Ì-30 12 1-38
(h) Fines . . 3 •23 1 •11
(i) Imprisoned — r-lL. —ft
(j)*Left local area . .  . . 63 7-43 64 7*36

6. Total failed to discharge obligation within looc.1
area • . . 168 19-81 144 16*65

7. Dnaccormted for — 6 •58 --- - 6 •68

IV .— P u b l i c  H balt® and  Sanitation .
14. The health of the people during the year was satisfactory. There tvere a few oases of measles, 

ehickenpox, and dysentery.
15. The scavenging of roads, the maintenance of public groxinds, and the conservancy of public 

latrines were carried out by coolies in the employ of the Board under the supervision of tìie Ih^eb to r.

16.
17.

V.->-GbNeeai,.
Sis meetings of the Board were held during the year. 
Statement of debt due by the Board is appended :•*

Year in which the loan was raised 
Original amount of loan 
Present amount of loan 
Rate for sinking fund 
Rate for interest 
Annual amount payable for sinking fund 
Annual amount payable for interest 
Date when loan will be extinguished

boau for the 
Construction, &c,, of 
the Public Market.
1908
Rs. 8,000 
Rs. 6,436-41 
8 per cent.
4 i  pbr cent.
Rs, J60 
Rs. 3^0 
1967

Low for
cofnpletmg, &0., of 
the Public ISfarket.
1911
Rs. 8,000 
Rs> 7,#40 
2 per cent.
4|. per cent.
R$. 160 
Rs. 360 
1961

18.
19.

Police rate was levied in-the town for the first time fropi the third quarter of the year,*^» 
I  succeeded Iilr. -A- Burden as Chairman of this Board in July, 1917.

. _________ G. P. R. BROWNING,
" iShairman,Kegalla, February 18,1918. 

H.—REPORT OF THE DISTRICT roa d  c o m m it t e e , KEGALLA, FOR 1917.

I.*—iNtBobVcnON.
The District Road Committee pf K^galla' during 1917 consisted of the Chairman, Mr. H. A. 

Burden (succeeded in July by Mi. O. R, Browning); the District Engineer, Kegalla, Mr. W. R. W. 
Morgan from January to June, Mr. A. H. Natbanielsz from August; Mr. A. E. Barrs, European Member; 
Mr. C. B. Ferdinands, Burgher Member; Mr. A. A. Wickramasinghe, Native Member; Mr. A. W. Cantlay 
represented the Kplani Valley Planters’ Association; and Mr. H. Penning (succeeded in November 
by Mr. B. Bl9nnt) represented the Bolosbage and Yakdessa Planters’ Association as Additional Members 
appointed under Ordinance No. 10 of 1$87.

2. Twomeevingswereheldduringtheyear, on January 15,1917, and July 2,1917, and the opinion 
of the members was taken by circular at other times.

3. Siqff.—la  October, 1917, Mr. B. A. Senaratne, who had held the post of Chief Clerk of the 
Committee from 1909, die*d, aUd was succeeded: by Mr. W Don Simon of the Provincial Road Committee 
in December, 1917

9(1)18
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II.—Com m utation  T a x .
4. A comparative statement showing tho results of tlie Committee’s efforts to  call out labour 

and collect commutation money is annexed :—

1916.

Percent­
age on 

Number 
under 

Head 2.

1917.

Percent­
age on 

Number 
under 

Head 2.

— 180,674 — — 180,674 —

— 48,150 — — 49,680 —

44,346
26T

1

92-10
•06

45 718 
349 

1

92'02 
•70

44,614 92-16 46,068 92-72

1,343
1,377

2-79
2-86

1,299
2,064

2-61
4-15

36
R

777

— 10 •02

' 3,536

1-61

7-26

239

3,612'

•48

7-26
777 239

1. Population of local area by latest Census
2. Number of resident males by divisipn officers’ lists

reported liable to labour
3. Discharged obligation within local ftrea by—

(а) Paying single eommutatjon
(б) paying double commutation 
(e) p&bouring six days
(d) Jiabouring tWelVe days . .

4. Total discharged obligation
5. Failed tO discharge Obligation within local areft,

but otherwise accounted for a s ^
(e) jiXempted oh account of age, death,

disquahhpatipn, or physical inability to 
Work . .  '

(/) Paid or laboured elsewhere
(g) Ilouble entries or entries by mistake
(h) pined ..
( i ) ¿nprisoned
(j) Left local area

6. Votal failed to discharge obligation within local
area

7. TJnaccotmted for

S. A statement showing the revenue ahd expenditure during the year under ‘ review is also 
annexed

Revenue.
Balance on January 1, 1917
Commutation realized in money
Commutation realized in labour
Toll grant bn minor roads
Government contribution in aid of nuhOr works
Miseellaneohs receipts
Contributions from estates on account minor roads

Total

ExpenditPRe.
Payment made on accoimt Of principal toads and resthouses 
Amount expended on miner works 
Establishment and commission to division officers 

» (») "Contribution on account PyoVdncial Road
Cbrnmittee establishment..

(6) Cost Of District Road Committee establishment 
(c) Commission to division officers

Rs. c. 
600 0 

6,169 30 
8,070 77

Miscellaneous charges 
Balance on December 31, 1917

Total

Rs. c. 
13,039 5 
69,627 0 

1 50 
2,439 0 
2,000 0 
6,617 61 
1,050 0

94,774 16

19,511 0 ,
34,412 12

14,830 7
8,367 90 

17,653 7

94,774 16

6. Fighty-four permits for building houses have been issued during the year.

District Road Committee, 
Regalia, January 22, 1918.

G. F. R. BROWNING, 
Chairman.
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SÜEVET DBPAETMENT.

REPORT OE THE SURVEYOR^GENERAL EOR 1917.
■ _

EtJBiffG the year this Departlnont has lost the services of seven more ofl&cers, wh® loft fof the 
front, as shOvm below. In consequence there are still sixty-forn "Vacancies in the Add surveyors’ staff, 
and some fifteen Surveyors retrenched. Including tfie five officers who left early in 1917, there ate now 
thirty-five serving at the front, many of whom have received distinctions ana promotions, and whose 
technical survey knowledge has been of the utmost service to thpse in Command, and bemi favonrabljr 
reported on. Jdany of the'remaining supervising officers have applied to go on war service

C<>rps of Koyai fif, P. Hairison, Lieutenant, Sussex Yeomanry (attached 
Field Survey Company, Royal Bngine©rs)^277^/r915.

Ç. D. Lay^ Second Lieutenant, Royal Gartison Artillery 
f—W/8/1915- • ^

H. R. van Twest» Conq)any Quartermaster Sergeant. 
3 0 th Depot Company, Ath Battalion, Machine Gun Corps— 
16/9/1015.

A. T. Burgess, aheorbed into the Corps Of Royal Engineers 
-*-18/11/1915.

C. X Lourensz,RriVate, Middlesex Regiment-^26/11 /1915.
O. de Livera, Private, Coldstream Gnards-*-6/i2/1915. 
Gi de Livera, Private, Coldstream Gdards-r-12/2/l9l0. 
C. C. S. Stephenson, Second Lieutenant, Army Service

Corps^2/3/l9l6.
A. A. Carthelis, Gunner, Royal Garrison Artillery—

29/S/1916. -
jS. O. Clark, Second Lieutenant, Royal Garrison 

AjtiHery (Special Bes6rVe)T*-l/l/1916.
E. B; Hanson, Second Lieutenant, Royal Garrison 

Artillery-H*20/9/l&16.
Ta. Jameson^—29/12/19Î6,
B. J. Johnston, received Oommitsion, Royal Eugineere-*-

'̂̂ ^^Pc'Çrutchley^g/à/miT.
P. Moriarty-^12/2/1911 
A  R. Watson-<-23/2/1911.
H* E. H um by, Royal EngineerS-<-28/2/1917.
W. O. de Zyiva, Sanitary Company, Mesopotamia^ 

lU/9/1917,
P. C. Sirisena, Sanitary Gompanv, Ifesopotaniia— 

•10/9/1917,

H. W. Johnson, absorbed into the 
Engineers—18/6/19Í 4,

0. A. Copland, Lieutenant, Royal IJi^neerS, Field 
Survey Company-—19/10/1914.

W. Adam, Second Lieutenant, Cavalry Machiné Oun 
Dorps, Royal East Kent Yeomanry-—1/11/1914.

N. B. Favell, Captain, 6th Battalion, Rifle Brigade—,
10/11/W14Í

G. B. Mans’on, Second Lieutenant, Lancashire Pusiliers-- 
16/11/1914. ,

E. J. W. Whitehead, Second LieutenanC Royal Garrison 
ArtiHery-<10/12/19l4,

, J. Ferguson, Captain, Royal Engineers-—24/12/1914.
F. E. Painty, ateorbed into the Cmps of Royal EugiUeer?

—24/12/1914.
J. de RosSe, Second Lieutenant, Qû Pq Victoria’s Own 

Sappers and Miners—1Ó/1/J9J5.
W. W. Bentley, Major, Royal Garrison Artillery-—

2Í/1/1916.
F. J. Salm on, C aptain ,-Stas, Royal Er^ineerS, special 

survey wOrk; m entioned  in  despatches, January, 1916, 
and January, 1917— 28/1/1915.

'J. Moriewty, M.C., Second Lieutenant, 27th Punjabis,
I.AB.O.—1/2/1916.

R. W. E. Ruddock, Lieutenant, Royal Garrison Artillery 
—28/2/1915.

K. W. S. Mitchell, Second Lieutenant, Hampshire 
Regiment (attached 6th Battalion, Devon RegimehtV—
1/6/1915.

A J. BamfOr<l,M.C., Captain, Motor Machine Gun Gorps 
—30/6/1915.

W. S. Maddams, absorbed into the Corps of Royal 
Engineers—16/7/1916.

2, In  addition to the absence of the above officers on War Service* many of the snpervismg atafi 
and surveyors have froto tjme tp tune been engaged on local toilRary duties. Several grade surveyors 
have been 6mployei as supervising offieens in charge of sub-parties, and the supervision has to some 
extent suffered, and thrown more work on the staff officers a t headquarters. '*<

8. 3’ke Toim ChUt/rd, Survey Section.-^M s section haS continued to do well during‘the year 
under the able guidance of Lieutenant C. V. Eoenander And-his hon-commissidned officers, who ha-^e 
every reason to  be sa^sfied with the regular attendance and smart appearance of thjb section on parade.

4. In  order to eeonoruize paper as far as possible this year, specimens qf new maps, &c., have been 
omitted, while the diagrams showing the progress made in settlement surveys have also been omitted, 
as little change would he apparent in the latter when compared with my 1916 report,

5. Town, Sum ys.—During the year a  memorandum on town surveys has been prepared from 
notes on the hotoe proceedings of the Ordnance Survey, Southampton, the Indian practice, and personal 
experience, and adopted for local Ceylon practice. There are now several surveyors who are employed 
on town surveys of -the following towns, namely, Colombo, Galle, Matara, Trincomalee, &c. I  shall, 
therefore, in the n6ar future, have a staff of fully exiperienced town surveyors, and, as I  stated last year, 
tfiis branch of surveying has now become of some importance, owing to increased Activities of Sanitary 
Boards, &c., who are bent on to'wn improvement.

m Topographical Suneys.^-The year has been a memorable one, and marks an epoch in the 
history of the topographical survey of Ceylon, as the field work of the whole Island has now been 
completed, from which the first complete topographical flat map of the Island can be issued on the scale 
of one jniife tt? an inch. I- anticipate that all the sheets of this survey will be published during 1918. This 
survey was*staHed in the year 1898, Mr. E. H.._6rmlmton being Surveyor-General a t  the time. The 

- staff engaged on the’survey has beep repeatedly changed and reduced owing to various causes, principally 
the great rubber boom in the year 1906, when all surveyors were required to cope with the abnormal 
demand made for opening up new land for rubber. The method of topographical survey at first adopted, 
in 1898 has, -with experience, been considerably modified and improved, and the mapping of cióse detail 
has, as a result, been achieved. At the time the original eight-mile map of the Island was first printed,- 

9(1)18
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namely, 1903, during the Governorship of Sir W est Ridgeway, a large portion of the Island was still 
unsurveyed for the one-rtxile topographical map, but the eight-paile map beipg on a Small scale, veçy 
rapid methods were resorted to  at that time, in ordet to  obtain the necessary inforination for th e  issue 
of an eight-mile map before the departure of. His Excellency.

The recent new eight-müe map of the Island and also the four-mile map |ust issued are based 
on the actual topographical surveys made for the issue of the one-mile-to-an-iuch map. During the year 
1,576 square miles were surveyed ; this includes the whole of the Western province and thé uncompleted 
portion of the Southern Province. These surveys were carried out by plane table on a scale of 2 inches 
to a müe, and, as I  explained in my last report on the survey of tbe Province of Sabaragamuwa, 
advantage was taken of the existence of estate plans an4 S’il old surveys extant in the Department in 
carrying out this survey. I  again take this opportunity of thanking those gentlemen who so Idndly 
assisted this Department by lending plans, and thus helping to push this woik throúgb to a  successful 
conclusion. The eleven plane table ^ork^rs who Were employed on this work have done well ; i t  was 
estimated by Mr, L. G. 0. Woodhouse, who Was in imme4iate charge of tbe work, that they would turn  out 
an average of 120 square miles per man for the year, but the average Was 157 square miles, and the highest 
208 square mües. I t  vdll be seen fròm the above that we have a period of twenty years between 
the issue of the first sheets, which were in outline only, and the issue of the present up-to-date sheets 
in colour. I t  has been my practice gradually to substitute coloured editions of the old one^mile sheets 
for the old outline copies, and before this is done each sheet has in every case to be revised in the field 
and brought up to date. An index plan will be found in this report showing the present state of map 
reproduction with regard to the one-nule flat maps, contour sheets, and models. 112 square nfiles of 50 feet 
contour gapriìlling surveys wèrft carried out in the Kandy and BaduUa Districts ; it is from this survey 
that the relief models are made, to which I  referred in my last report.

7. Mapping -The progress mkd© by this branch throughout the year has been very satis­
factory, and the improvement in the maps prepared for reproduction has been very marked, and reflects 
great credit on Mr. J . Bell, Assistant Supèrintendent of Suiweys, who is in charge of the branch, and those 
assisting him. Six fuU sets of plaster of paris relief models of the contoured area of the Island were 
cast, coloured, and issued. The methods of coftstruction of these models were fully described in my 
last report ; they have already attracted a gbod deal of attention, and, apart from their great interest, 
have in several iustances proved of great practiçal value. The scale adopted, namely, one qjile to an 
inch horizontal and two inches to the mile vertical with hundred foot interpolated contours, is suitable 
for the issue of a complete model of the up-country districts of Ceylon, though I  have iq mind the issue 
of models on a larger scale, with 25 feet mtervals of such places of interest as the military reserve of 
Diyatalawa, Nuwara EHya, &c. Twenty.'three sheets of the one-müe-to-an-inoh map were published 
in colours, together with the southern sheet of the half-mile-to-an-inch map of Colombo and neighbour­
hood. The new four-mile-to-an-ihch map of Ceylon was completed and'published, and makes a very 
fine map of the Island. The eight-mile-tO-an-inoh map of the Island already referred to was brought 
up to date and a new edition issued. The eight-mile motor map was also brought up to date, and a 
greatly improved edition is now available. A fbur-chain-to-an-inch map,was prepared of Diyatalawa 
Camp, with interpolated contours at 25 feet intervals. The sixteen-chain map of NuWâra Eliya was 
brought up to date, and a revised edition issued a t the request of His ExceHenoy the Governor. An 
illustrated catalogue of all maps on sale by this Department can now, a t the time of writing, be obtained 
at this office, and should pròve of general use ; i t  is already in great demand.

8. Application Surwy$.-^T!ii6 operations of this branch of the Department have been as varied 
as usual, and the demands made upon it have been heavy, the policy of leasing Crown land instead 
of outright, sale does not appear to have caused any diminution in applications for land. This may be 
partly accounted for by the fact that Glovemment have authorized the sale in certain cafes of lots of 
10 acres and under. The nqmber of applications received and special smveys asked for was 2,567, 
against 2,278 in 1916. The following details are taken from Mr. G. K. ThomhUl’s report, the Superin­
tendent of Application Surveys -

The following are the Varions products and cultivation, &o., fo i which lands were surveyed on applica­
tions :—338 applications covering 987 acres for paddy cultivation, 32 applications covering 1,083 acres for 
tea cultivation, 74 applications covering 1,343 acres fOr rubber cultivation, 5 applications covering 214 acres 
fon tea and rubber cultivation, 186 applications covering 687 acres for coconut cultivation, 443 applications 
covering 1,330 acres for miscellaneous pfontatións, gardens, &c., and 268 applications covering 397 acres for 
building purposes. The total ijumber of applications tod  Crown, requisitions disposed of during the year 
was 2,212, leaving 2,001 outstanding at the end of thô year. The increase of the outstandings is due to the 
laVgs number of questions in the GaUe District, which were not received till late in the year, so that little 
progress could be made with them.

The following are a few of the moró important surveys coming under the heads dealt vrith above, which 
are deserving of special mention :—

Larga Applications.
Western Provincia.—Applications for 150 acres for tea and rubber cultivation.
Central Province.—ApphoatloUs for 300 acres for tea cultivation.
Eastern Province.—Applications for 160 acres, in Koddiyar pattu, Trincomalee District, for coconut 

cultivation.
North-Western Province.—Applications for 76 acres in Walahena, Chilaw District, for pasture.
Province of Uva.—Applications for 70 acres, 50 acres, 200 acres, 40 acres, and 60 acres for tea cultivation.
Province of Sabaragamuwa.—Applications for 400 acres and 1,327 acres for tea and rubber cultivation.

c
Acquisition Surveys.

Lands required for the new bulk oil installation at KolonpawS'm Colombo ; new Police Training School 
at Bambalapitiya ; improvement of Henaratgoda, Yeyangoda, and other small towns in the Western Province ; 
new road from Mallowapitiya to Pambodagala, in the Kurunegala District. ^

* Additional lands required for improving the Badulla-Ratticaloa road and Sampaltivu road, th e  Mutur 
to SheE Bay road, in the Trinoomalee District. ^

Railway Acquisition Surveys.
'  Land required for the new line from Chilaw to Puttalam apd the Harbour to Main line connection in- 
Colombo, as weU as additional land required for the BaduEa extension and portions of the open line.
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Town Surveys. ^
> , New towa survey work was carried out in the Koehchikade area of Colombo, Kadugailnawh ând Nhwafo- 

pitiya in the Central Province, Galle Foit and Matara in the Southern Province,_and ÌCTincomaìeé m  the 
Eastern Province. •*

Miscellaneous Surveys.
A contour survey of the site for the new bulk oil installation at Kolonnawa ; a sufvey and detnarcation 

of the lands belonging to the Kandy waterworks j à survey and demarcation of the Kagama Camp grounds ; 
a survey and demarcation of the Talahena fishing area at Negombo ; a large scale survey of the Kandy-Peradepiya 
road ; a large scale survey of the lands to be takeh over for the St. ÎÆargarets-Kirklees road j a survey and 
demarcation of the Railway and other Crown land at Espútale j and a -survey of the experimental saltern 
at Palavi in the Puttalam District.

Boàd Contract Surveys.-
Ihe surveys of the Nagoda-Matuganja road and the Colombo-Chilaw ro4d were completed by the 

contract surveyor, and some of the plans have already been issued to thé Director oí Public Works. In addition, 
contracts for the surveys of the Jaffna-Karativu and Jaffna-Foint Pedro roads were entered into, and the 
surveys were in hand the contractor before the end of the year.

9. • Irrigation Surveys were carried out in the Eastern Proyince, Southern Province, aUd North-
Central Province. A working arrangement has been come to whereby this I>epartment suppliés plans 
in advance to the Irrigation Departnient, who are able to state their requirements from an irrigation 
point of view, and these are carried out pari passu with the survey. There is no difficulty whatever 
where surveys are carried out over newly irrigated areas, but matters are anything but simple where 
specifications are not up to date, water-rateS not collected, and where constant change of ownership 
and boundaries has been going on and have not been properly noted, In  such cases it is the duty of this 
Department to unravel the tangle, and supply the Revende OflSeér with a plan which lucidly explains 
the situation. - - ,

10. Land Settlement Surveys.—The demands made by the Land Settlement staff have been fully 
met during the year. In the Province of Saharagamuwa the block surveys carried out include 13,000 
acres in the Opanake area ; parts of this are included in the Steep and rough country of the southern 
slopes of the Hunuwala range rising to a height of 4,997 feet. The Acting Superintendent of Surveys, 
Mr. L. M. Symes, reports that, notwithstanding the rough country met with on the steep Slopes of the 
Hunuwala range, the heavy clearing through thick hata jungle, and the unfavourable weather conditions 
in this Province, the progress of the work was satisfactory. The supervision ot this work was several 
times changed owing to one officer being required on urgent work in North-Central Province and 
Mr. A. R. Watson going home^n war service. AH block surveys were brought to a close in September,

' and the surveyors went to Diyatalawa for recess work. The following details are culled from the report 
of the Superintendent of Surveys, Waste Lands, Mr. C. R, Lundie :—

iThe area covered by new block surVeys was about 54,300 acres. Thi^ area is roughly made up of 10,400 
acres in the Kumara Pallara pattuwa and 1,000 in Gurussa village of the North-Western Province ; 3,435 acres 
in the PehnaduIIa and 12,325 acres in the Opanake area of the Province of Sabaragamuwa ; 4,562 acres in 
the Kumbalwela korale of the Province of piva ; and l0,950 acres ip the Nuwaragam fcorale and 11,660 acres 
in the Kanadara korale of the North-Central Province.

During the year 85 block survey preliminary plans Were issued to the Settlement Officer containing 
7,044 lots, and covering an area of 33,736 acres. An extent Of about 54,332 acres Was outstanding on December 
31, 1917, the plans of which are being completed.

The area covered by forest reserve surveys was about 234,083 acres. Four plans were issued to the 
Settlement Officer containing 4 lots, and còverjng an extent of $9,225 acres, the plans of the remainder are 
being drawn up.

One tc^ographieal preliminary plan of 69 lots Covering an extent of 23,232 acres, which Was outstanding 
on December 31, 1916, was issued to the Settlement Officer.

Topographical preliroinary plans covering an area of 1,003,413 acres have been issued to the Settlement 
Officer up to date, of which 851,559 acres have been settled,nnd 241,853 aCres remain to be settled.

No final reports on intpim Villages were received during the year j fifteen interim villages are still 
outstanding. The completion of the settlement of these villages is still ^waited ; it is very desirable from all 
points of view that they should be disposed Cf at once. î

Thirty-eight villages were closed to thé Revenue Officer, aS th© Settlement Officer was working in them, 
and 105 villages were released during the year. A total of 2,579 villages has been closed up to date and 1,310‘ 
released, leaving a balance of 1,269 villages in th© bands of the Settlement Officer} 96 certificates of quiet 
possession preliminâry plans in the North-Western Province Were also closed by him.

■There were 73 settlement survey questions outstanding at the end of 1916, 128 questions were received, 
from the Settlement Officer duriug the year. Out of these, 140 Were completed and returned to the Settlemcfit 
Officer, leaving 61 questions in hand. Out of 124 appUoations coming in villages nnder settlement, 54 were 
attended to, leaving á balance of 70.

During the period 2,078 Waste Lands Ordinance sketches to accompany Waste Lands Ordinance 
notices and final orders wefe examined and certified.

The final reports of 231 villages were received from the Settlement Officer during the, year,- and 
131 printed reports were issued, making a total of 1,845 final reports issued. This, together with previous 
outstandings, leaves a balance in hftnd of 173, of which 65 final reports for preparation of plans are in this office,
4 have been referred back to the Settlement Officer, 38 sent to Government for approval, and 66 are with the 
Government Printer.

{The number of final village plans issued during the year was 106, bringing the total to 1,817, and leaving 
a balance of 28 under preparation.

¿1. Inspections.—^During the year I  inspected the survey work in. progress in the Provinces ; 
the Deputy Surveyor-General, Mr. A. J. Wickwar, and the Assistant Surveyor-General, Mr. A. H. G. 
Dawson, also carried out inspections during the year.

12. ^oi^h-Westem Provinee.— T̂hh work carried out in this Province was of a  varied and 
interestiim nature. -Ten imles of the acquisition survey of the Rambodagalla-Liniyawehera road were 
completed out of là  miles and' plans drawn up ; the acquisition survey of the Chilaw-Puttalam Railway 
was started, and the following notes are taken from Mr. A. J. Stronach’s report, the Superintendent of 
Surveys : “ The whole length of the railway trace' from Chüaw to Puttalam is 31 miles 40 chains. 
The field wfirk of the first 5 miles from Chüaw has been completed, and the plan work is well in hand. 
The approximate extent of the 5 miles of acquisition completed is 90 acres.”
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Plans of the block survèys in Giritalana korale T̂ rere completed in recess, the area amounting to
10,760 acres in fifty-seven villages. Isolated block surveys of DoluWa and Gurussa villages were taken 
up, the former of 650 acres and the latter 2,000 acres'. The v ill^e  traverses apd 1,000 acres of detail 
have been completed. Satisfactory progress4fas made in Kumara Paltam pattu  ; f i ,^  work representing 
10,400 acres in twenty-two viHiiges was completed.

There has been a steady falling off in private surveys for certificates of quiet possession, only fifteen 
letters of instruction were issued by the Superintendept; ten plans were received and passed; The 
Superintendent, Mr. A. J . Stronheh, states : I  find that surveyors are not anxious to take up Certificate 
of quiet possession work so long as they can get estate surveys tb  do that require no checking or 
co-ordinating.” X fancy, however, that the falling oÎf may partly be due to the Settlement Officer 
discouraging such smveys in the districts oyer which he is‘operating. •

Triangulation for block survey work was carried out during the year ; the surveyor a t  first 
employed on it was not successful, and had to be replaced. One of his reports iS Worth quoting. He 
says ; “ No flashing is possible in the sickly àun, while desolation and darkness broods over all the land.”

13. Weskfn Prowwce.*wThe Application staff in  this Province Commenced work in the Kalqtara 
District on August 1,1917, after completion bf the Colombo-Negombo area, and it is not expected that 
the outstanding Work will be completed until the first qtiarter of 1918. This on paper appears to be 
unsatisfactory, but, from the fi;gures which are attached, it will be seen that a large amount of work 
has been received and attended to, and thé result compares favourably with the preceding year.

The acquisition work “was particularly heavy ; the work completed under this heading is nearly 
twice as much as for the previous year. This is partly due to the great development of town improvements 
in the Province, Such surveys are generally of an urgent nature, and special attention is paid to them, 
and the work has been attended to with despatch. A start was made with the skeleton survey of the town 
of Colombo. The preliminary triangulation occupied some time, several main traverses have been run, 
and the detail work is now in full swing. This survey is being carried out on a scale of one chain to 
an inch on up-to-date lines ; i t  is designed to fill aU requirements, both of the Municipal Engineer, 
Colombo, and other public oflicers. Sufficient levels will subsequently be taken to allow of close interval 
contours being shown on the fipal sheets. The present town survey sheets are on various scales and 
on detached sheets, and date back to 1865. A comparison between the outturn for 1917'as compared 
with 1916 is showp in a tabulated form attached. Nineteen applications for between 10 and 60 acres 
in extent and four for over 50 aCres were surveyed :—

Gottlparison vdiJi 1916.
A p p lic a tio n , Qti4$tiona. 1910. 1917. A c q u ia i t io n  Q uea tio n a . 1916. 1917.

A ttended to  . . 233 , .  199 Attended to  . . 53 97 ’
E xtent . .  Acres 1,417 . .  1,067 E xten t . .  . .  Acres 96 159
Average, per lot 
Cost, per acre . .  
Outstanding . .

. .  Acres l i . .  2 Average, per lo t . .  R ood 1 1

. -  Re. 12-91 15-32 C ost, per acre . .  . .  Rs. 33 -50 . .  59^65
75 , ,  108 Outstanding . .  ^ . 12 11

S p e c ia l  Q ueationa. A p p l ic a t io n s  a n d  S p e c i a l  Q uestions^.
A ttended to 75 142 Average number of surveyors . . 11 14
E xten t . .  A ires 697 . .  1,502 A ttended to  . .  — 361 438
Average, per lo t . .  Aeres 2 | , .  24 E x ten t . .  -  . .  Acres 2,210 . .  2,728
Cost, per acre . . . .  B«. 10-15 . .  11-01 Cast, per acre . .  . .  Rs. 12-93 . .  15-54
Outstanding , , 22 22 OutStauding . , 109 . .  141

14. Southern Prom'nce.~^h very largo number of application and special question surveys were 
received in No. 1 area, totalling 1,014 questions. The Superintendent, Mr. C. H, Vince, states: “ I t  
appears probable that the imusual influx of applications has been caused by the greatly taflated price 
of plumbago during 1916 and part of 1917, Plumbago is foimd intermixed with the surface soil over a 
large area in the Hikkaduwa, Elpitiya, and Ambalangoda districts. The villagers by the simple process 
of digging up the soil in their compounds and washing i t  were able to  get enough of this mineral, the 
price of which rose to over Rs. 1,000 per ton,'tO invest the proceeds in the purchase of land.” On 
my last inspection in this area I  came to the conclusiop that in consequence of the large number of 
apphcations in haUd it would be best when opportunity occurs to block survey this area.

Under the Waste Lands Ordinance surveys were earried out in the Hambantota, District by the 
Waste Lands staff. A few questions in the GaUe and Matara Districts were attended to by application 
surveyors. Settlement Officer’s requirements in eleven villages were attended to during the yeaj, over a 
total area of 27,336 acres. Special questions were attended to in one interim village, 6,737 acres in extent,

Definition of lots were carried out in eleven villages with a total area of 21,688 acres, thus making 
the total area in which settlement surveys and definition Of sold lots Were carried out during the year
65,761 acres in twenty-three villages. 1,075 landmarks Were placed ip connection With the above work. 
A survey of the GaUe Port, which was started in July, 1916, was completed, as far as the field work was 
concerned, in July, 1917. The plan work is nearing completion.

Preparations have been made for an engineering survey of the Galle town. This work is to be 
taken up in two parts ; part of Galupiyadda Ward is tC be surveyed first, and part of KaluweUa Ward 
proceeded with afterwards. Primary traverses can be commenced as soon as the plans of the Port are 
sent in. 242 landmarks were buried one foot deep to be used as minor pickets. Work was commenced 
in July and finished in November. The Galle Mimicipality buried 127 concrete blocks fitted with brass 
plugs for main points a t sites selected and pointed out by an officer Of this Department. Th^ cost of 
this was paid for by the Municipality.

The survey of Matara town Was started in March ; two surveyors have been engaged upon it. 
Primary and secondary traverses have been completed. The detail work inside the Port was practically 
completed at the end of the year. 123 concrete blocks were buried during the year to be usdd as prim ary 
traverse pickets and main points of departure. The size of- these blocks is 1 foot 6 inches by 1 foot 
6 inches by 2 feet. A brass plug is. inserted in each. 13J barrels of cement were u&d in this work.

Early in June Mr. Dirckze and party of six surveyors took up the survey of the irrigable land on 
the right bank of the Kirindi-oya. The total area of irrigable land to be surveyed is approximately 
7,100 acres. The land is to be dealt with in three zones, which are to be put up for sale, as the channels, 
&c., for irrigating the land are completed by the Irrigation Department* -
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Five primary, six secondary, and one village traverses were completed. Their respective lehgths 
wpre 26 miles, 9 nnles, and 1 mile. Satisfactory closmes were obtained fpr them all. The worfe has been 
plotited in pencil on the sheets, and the surveyors are bloohing out the area into five- and ten-acre blocts, 
and demarcating reservations for channels, streams, bunds, roads, residential blocks, &c.

There has been a good deal of fever among the coolies, and ope of the surveyors had to be moved 
for this reason. Elephants have been rather troublesome on one or two occasions, cpolies being afraid 
to work in the vicinity of the herd.

15. Central Prowwce.—The Work in this Province consisted of special surveys of towns and 
roads, demarcation surveys for the Land Settlement Department, application surveys, and the completion 
of the plans of the block surveys carried out in the Matale District during 1917. The latter covered 
twenty villages in the Ddugode Udasiya pattu. A somewhat intricate survey of the catchment, area 
of the Kandy waterworks was completed. This survey of very stèep and difficult country was started 
in November, 1916 ; a considerable amount of triangulation was found necessary. The field work of 
the Kadugannawa Sanitary Board survey was completed ; this survey is the fihsh of a series of Sanitary 
Board surveys recommended by the Senior Sanitary Officer ; t)ne of its purposes is th a t of aiding the 
work of improvement to drains and other sanitary necessities. The survey of Nawalapitiya town Was 
started during the year. Sixteen acquisition surveys for various purposes were dealt With, as was the 
field work in connection with the survey, of the St. Margarets-Kirklees road,

16. Province of Saharogarrmwa.—^Eight villages in the PelmaduUs. district were surveyed during 
the year, aggregating approximately to 15,760 acres. Taking into consideration the rough country met 
with on the steep slopes of the Hunuwala range, the heavy clearing through bota jungle, and the unfavour­
able weather conditions met with in the Province, the progress of the WOrkwas satisfactory. An important 
Work carried out during the year was the demarcation survey in Pahàwenna- village ; 54 chenas were 
cut out and landmarked in steep and thick chepa clad country. The applications for lease and purchase 
of land in this Province were few ; two of the leases were for 1,327 acreu and 400 acres, respectively. 
Sixteen acquisition surveys were carried oUt. Ope in connection with improvements to the Karandu- 
pone-Eambukkana road, and one in coimeetion with the extension of the calamander plantation at 
Madampe. -The closure system for apphcation surveys'was successfully appEed, the whole Province being 
dealt with within the year. Mr. 0, H. Vihee, Who was in charge of the Province for a part of the year. 
Was unf orjjimately Hcked by a rabid dug, and had to visit the Pasteur Institute at Coonoor on medical advice.

17. Province of Uva.— T̂he block survey field work of Kumbalwela kofale was completed, and 
plans are being prawn up in recess. The supervision suffered owmg to demands made by war service. 
The work will be completed early in 1918. There was a  faking off this year in applications for land, the 
Superintendent, Mr. P. J. May, stated iu his tepOrt ; “ This falling off is partly due to the war, and 

’partly to the new system of leasing, which has not yet obtained full popular approval.” Twelve
acquisition surveys were made of land required for widening reads, &c.

18. North-Central Pr(mnoé.-^As I  - anticipated m my last report, the block survey of the 
Nuwaragam korale was completed during, the year. Block Surveys were commenced in the Kanadara 
korale, and plans of the Nuwaragam and WillaChehiya korales were aempleted in recess. The field 
work during the year amounted to 22,610 acres, plan work was-completed of 2,070 acres, and demarcation 
and settlement surveys were carried out over thirty viEages, which Were 73,953.acres in extent. A 
survey of Maha IluppaEama of 523 acres was carried out in Connection with irrigation. A survey of 500 
acres below NaehchaduWa tank was commenced aUd subsequently stopped at the request of the Director 
of Irrigation, as the scheme aS a whole was not complete, circumstances having “arisen necessitating a 
modification of his requirements. The majority of applications for land received were under 10 acres, 
there were eighteen for over 10 and up to 50 acres, and one for 56 acres. 7,157 landmarks were laid 
down in conjlection with ah surveys in this Province during the year, .

19. Northern Province.—M  foreshadowed in my report last year, an extended forest reserve 
programme has necessitated the survey of a large area. 234,683 acres were surveyed and defined with 
landmarks. Despite the fact that 286 miles of traverse had to be co-ordinated, the plans of the above 
were nearing completion by the end of December, lE-health and inclement weather alone prevented 
the final completion of the work, preparations have been made for the 1918 forest surveys, and as no 
Forest Department coolies were available, on account of every one being required to out firewood, 
arrangements Were made by this Department to cleat the boundaries and save delay. Mr. C. W. F. 
Wavell, the Acting Superintendent of Surveys, states : “ Many difficulties were experienced on account
of bad weather ana lack of food, but splendid progress was m ade..............  In one instance a wire chute
was improvized from some old wire and used to transport landmarks across an impassable river.”

The deUrind for land fell considerably during the year, and appHcations surveyed were generally 
for a very small extent, the average area being slightly over 1 aere. The survey of the Jaffna- 
Kankesanturai road, carried out under contract, was checked and passed.

The town surveys of Mannar in connection with the fixation and definition of title plans was 
completed ; this led to numerous smaU encroachments being brought to light, averaging about 2 perches 
in extent.

A certain amount of triangttlation was carried out necessitating the erection of a few smaE stages ; 
5,438 lanfimarks weie buried during the yeafin Cohneetion with aU surveys.

20. Eastern Provincei-^The usual applications for land were attended to during the year, but 
few were received in the Batticaloa District ; the Trineomalee District is more active in this respect. 
The town survey of Trincomalee was continued, and thp field work is expected to be completed by the 
middle oì 1918. The town survey of Batticaloa, urgently required by the Government Agent, Eastern 
Province, is Under consideration, and a start with this survey wiE, I  hope, be made in 1918.

The plans of the la:^e smveys mider the Vakaneri tank were completed, and the following 
details are of* interest ’

The total extent of 13,600 acres took six surveyors and an officer in charge of the party about seventeen 
months to complete, df which the triangulation and traverses took about four months, the detail surveys about 
six months, and the plan work about seven months. The average sickness per man amounted to only six 
and a hafi daj^, while Sundays, sick leave, and holidays, &c„ took up more than a quarter of the time. 3,631  
landmarks Were used. The total number of lots is 1,659, or an average of about |  acre per lot.

Thè number of landmarks buried during the year was 1,838. , - *
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21. Triangulation.— Îq Kuinara Pallam pftttuwa, &c¿, 800 square Oxilfes were triangulated. Seven 

trigonometrical stations were visited in connection with the ttiangulation for the Colnmbo skeleton to '^  
survey. In this connection two stages were bmlt, One 40 and one 60 feet high ; the portable mast obtamed 
from India was used in connection-with this triangulation, with exoehent ie^xilts.. Numerous calculations 
were carried out in the trigonometrical, room. No initial levelling was carried out during the year.

22. Training School.—^License class No. 5 was started in July  with ten students. Their 
prelimruary training in Colombo is finished, and they have been transferred to Padukka for six 
months’ field training in surveying.

Departmental class No, 6 was re-started in October, 1916, with nine students and one topographical 
surveyor. Four students passed out in the final examination held in June, and were transferred to the 
field, the topographical surveyor returning to thd field a t the same time. The training of fom of the 
remaining five students was interrupted by their niilitary duties, and the fifth failed, , Of the four 
mobilized students. One left the school in August on completion of his course, and was transferred to 
Diyatalawa for further instruction hr topographical work, and the remaining three were transferred to 
the field at the end of December.

Departmental class No. 7 was started in November, 1916, with eleven students. Nine students 
passed out at the final examination held in August, and were transferred to Diyatalawa for fm-ther 
instruction in topographical work. The training of one of the two remaining students was interrupted 
by his military duties, and that of the other by long sick leave. -These two students returned to the 
school in August with two others, who hadfoeen prevented by their mihtary duties from joining the class in 
November, 1916. Thetraining wascarried out a t Colombo and Padukka, beingsupervised by Mr. T. Y. Price, 
Assistant Superintendent of Surveys, in addition to his trigonometrical duties and observatory work.

23. Title P l a n a . number of title plans issued was practically the same as last year. 
Appendices I- and II. Show the issue of the plans in detail.

24* Miscellaneoiis Departntetit.—The fees for the work done by the Miscellaneous Department, 
such as the preparatjcax of tracings, copies of plans, sale of maps, &c., amounted to Rs. 10,998‘32, of 
which Rs. 4,253-40 Was not recovered, being free issues to Government Departments. This is a slight 
decrease Oompared with last year, bût the work of the room has been about the same.

25. Lithographic and Proceaa Departments.—Both thèse Departments have kept pace with the
Mapping Department in improving the standard of work, which is already very high. ^

26. Staff: Gîetjca and Draughtsmen.— clerks and draughtsmen retired, and three extra 
clerks and draughtsmen resigned. Df the retirih^ clerks and draughtsmen, Mr. F . de AJwis retired after 
thirty;-'six years’ service a t the age of Sixty, and, I  regret to haVe to  record that he died shortly after his 
retirement ; Mr. S. S ,  Fernando retired after th irty  years’ service a t the age of fifty-five ; Mr. A. E. D. 
Abeysekera retired after thirty-one years’ service a t  the age of fifty-six ; Mr. A. C. van Cuylenberg retired' 
after thirty-three years’ service a t the age of fifty-five ; and Mr. J . de Fonseka retired after thirteen years’ 
service, ha^dng been èhBdemned by 4, Medical Board as being unfit for further service. One clerk and 
draughtsman was promoted to Glass I., and two clerks and draughtsmen to Class II., Grade I. Five 
clerks and draughtsmen were appointed to Class II., Grade II. Two extra clerks and draughtsmen were 
transferred, one being permanently appointed elerk to the Batton courts, and the other appointed 
temporarily to the Forest Department. One extra clerk and draughtsman was lent to  the Censor’s 
Office. I  regret to record the death of one extra clerk and draughtsman, Mr. H. D. Stephen.

In  October the extra clerks and drau^tsïnen  were placed on an incremental scale, instead of 
having to wait for promotion from grade to grad© as vacancies occurred. This has materially improved 
their position, as promotion in this class was practically a t R standstill. The starting salary, Rs. 20 
per mensem, is stiU very low, and I  hope this, a t no distant date, may be raised. The best method of 
recruitum the office staff is now under consideration. •

2f. The Library.—^13iere is ho falling off in the  popularity of this institution, which, in addition 
to a large number of novels and papers, has a vmy creditable reference Ubrary.

28. Leave.—Mr. 0. R. Lunffie, Superintendent of Surveys,, who was on leave in Europe, returned 
on September 26. Mr, 0 . Nicholas, Accountant, was on leave out of the Colony from April 28, and returned 
from leave on September 20. Mr. A. Plested, Assistant Superintendent of Surveys, returned on June 21. 
Mr. 0. F, W. Hallüey, SUperintendcht of Surveys, left the Island on November 8 on ten months’ leave.

29. Promotion^ and Appointments.—^Mr. C- H. Yinoe Was promoted First Grade Superintendent 
of Surveys on June 16. Mr. E. Keyt was promoted Assistant Superintendent of Surveys (on probation) 
on March 16. Messrs. H. de Saram and R. C. Dissanayake were promoted Second Grade Surveyors on 
March 16. Seventeen surveyors were appointed to Grade HI.

30. Betirements,—January 1, Mr. J . W. Robertson, Assistant Superintendent of Surveys. 
February 1, Mr. C. A. Ohlmus, Second Grade Surveyor. March 1, Mr. H. P. Dewasurendera, Third 
Grade Surveyor. March 13, Mr. S. Warusawitah®, Third Grade Surveyor. April 1, Mr. C. D. Jayasinghe, 
Third'Grade Surveyor. June 1, Mf, R. Schokmap, Third Gradé Surveyor, June 12, Mr. G. E . Fonseka, 
Third Grade Surveyor, for inefficiency. June 16* Mr. L. Shipton, Superintendent of Surveys. June 21, 
Mr. C. Sabaratnam, Third Grade Surveyor, for inefficiency. July 11, Mr. C. A. Gnanapragasam, Third 
Grade Surveyor. July 18,, Mr. C, E. Philips, Third Grade Surveyor. Mr. H. F. Humby, Assistant 
Superintendent of Surveys, terminated his agreement on February 28.

31. Mesignations.—^Mr. J. Wright, Third Grade Surveyor, resigned on January 1. Mr. S. E. 
Ferdinand, Third Grade Surveyor, resigned on February 16. Mr. E. C. Jobsz, Third Grade Siuveyor, 
resigned on July 4. Mr. J . S. Thambiyah, Third Grade Surveyor, resigned on December 1.

32. Transfers.—^Mr. V. Kanagarajah, Third Grade Surveyor, was transferred to  the Pubfic Works 
Department on December 1.

33. Observatory.—Both my report on this branch of the. Department and that of Mr. J . E. Evans, 
the Acting Superintendent, Observatory, will be found printed as a separate appendix to^ t̂his report.

34. ' Conclusion.—^Notwithstanding the shortage of supervision necessitated by the war, the calls 
on this Department continue to be heavy, and considerable strain has thus been pu t‘bn the senior officers 
of this Department, many of whom badly require home leavè. I  take this opportunity of placing on 
record the loyal assistance I  have received from them all during the year under review,

Surveyor-General’s Office, W. 0. S. INGLÉS,
Colombo, April 9,1918. iSuryeyor-(jreneral,
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APPilNDIX I.

Eetum showing Numbet of Lots receivecj for the Preparation pf Title Plaiis during 19lH.
Brought forward from  191^ 
Received during 1917

821
4,985

5,806

P repared  and  issued during  1917 . .  
R eturned for verification 
R etu rned  fOr landm arking 
Balance ' . .

5,374
17
2

413

5,806

APPENDIX II.
Return of Title Plans issued from January 1 to December 31, 1917.

Forwarded to the Hon. the 
Controller of Revenue.

Eorwarded to the Governtnent 
Agents. TotaL

Province.
plans. Sets.  ̂ Extent. Plana Sets. Extent. Plans. Sets, Extent,

* i

W estern '  2,112 704

A. h . r .  '■ 

690 1 6-50 . 30 13

«»
A. R. r.

23 1 83*00 2,151 7P7

A. B. P.

713 2 39*58
Central = 216 72 104 1- 34-28 33 11 7 1 24-84 249 83 M l 3 19-12
N orthern 699 233 619 3 16-90 18 6 25 3 16-87 717 239 646 2 33-77
Southern 4,104 1,368 2,949 0 6^72 129 43 79 1 16 4,233 1,411 8,028 1 22-72
E astern 504 168 258 1 29‘87 138 46 43 0  13-43 642 214 301 2  3-30
N orth-W estern.. 5,748 1,916 9,426 1 24-60 120 40 1$0 0 2 6,868 1,966 9,605 1 26-60
North-Central . . 1,077 359 878 3 8-62 TfS- — 1,077 359 87$ 3 8-62
Uva 678 226 597 8 5-75 51 17 86 0 19-75 729 243 683 3 25-60
Sabaragatnuw a.. 426 142 1,449 3 16 30 10 322 0  4 456 162 1,771 3 20

Total . . 15,564 5,188 16,973 3 29-14' 568 186 767 1 ®-$7 16,122 5,374 17,741 0 33-11

Lease plans in  quadruplicate . . ♦ • 444 111 186 3 24*91
Plans issued to  be attached  to  deeds of assignm ent for mining righ ts , . 72 24 20 2 5-03
Plans ieiued for exchange of lands •• 12 4 0 0 35-38

Grand T o ta l , . 16,650
.

5,513 17,948 3 24-48

APPENDIX m .
Abstract of Crown Lands sold, Kevenue and Expenditure, and U tle Deed Plans 

issued for the last Ten Years.

. Period.
Lands sold and settled, Revenue 

from Land 
Salesj 

inoludmg 
Fees, &o.

Expenditure.

Title Plans issued in 
Triplicate."

Number 
of Lots. Extent. Number 

of Sets. Extent.

1908 ,  '  ■ 8,807
Acres.
25,080

Es.
916,081

R s.
989,107 12,033

Acres, 
■ 52,816

1909 9,968 28,828 991,866 1,244,841 ■ 7,624 22,904 ,
1910 . . . 12,713 30,673 1,273,889 1,500,638 7.724 34,410 -
1911 11,451 27,947 1,269,507 1,691,912 2,006 9,344 -
1912 » 10,042 30,692 1,649,367 1,590,683 6,937 29,208
1913 11,906 32,832 1,714,763 1,766,537 14,264 '  61,620
1914 ^ 9,693 28,937 1,414,361 1,678,546 11,684 40,885 *
1915 6,740 23,225 1,100,579 1,392,912 7,053 . 27,212
1916 * 5,867 20,221 1,104,413 1,479,485 5,352 21,433
1917 . . 4,711 12,842 629,664 1,519,096 6,374 17,741
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APPENDIX IV.

T H E  COLOMBO O B S ER V A TO R Y.

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL FOR 1917.
Theotjghout the year both Mr. A. J . Bamford, F.R.A.S., F.R.Met.Soc., the Superin­

tendent, and Mr. H. Jameson, B.Sc., Assistant Astronomer, have been on leave and on military service.
2. Mr. T. Y. Price, B.A., Assistant Superintendent of Surveys, was appointed to assist in the 

time work, in addition to his duties as Assistant Superintendent of the Trigonometrical Branch and 
Ttaining School. Mr. P. F. Fernando, Third Grade Surveyor (retrenched), was appointed to assist in 
the work of the Observatory from January; 1917. Mr. M. 1.1. L. Marikar, Third Grade Surveyor, and 
Mr. J . Gregory, Second Grade Surveyor, assisted in the checking and the tabulation-of rainfall records. 
A mechanic was appointed, and has relieved Mr. J . E. Evans of much work in connection with the 
synchronized clock service,

3. The time service was well maintained throughout the year.
4. The time ball is dropped at 9, 13, and 16 hours diaily, except on Sundays and public holidays, 

•when it is dropped only a t 9 a.m. The time ball was successfully dropped on 945 occasions, there being 
but eight failures during the year.

5. Interest in meteorology continues to increase, as is evidenced by the ranch'larger number 
of contributions on this subject to the local newspapers.

6. Numerous requests have been made for meteorological apparatus, but an unavoidable shortage 
of stock unfort'imately precludes its issue, except to stations already established.

7. Through retrenchment no alterations or additions have been made to the buildings, which are
too gWll and much congested. Provision for a library, laboratory, and a  workshop for the mechanic 
are urgently needed. ' 4 ' »

8. Inspection.—^The following meteorological sheds were inspected either by myself or the 
'Superintendent of Surveys: Hambantota, Hakgala, Nuwara Eliya, Diyatalawa, Puttalhm, Kurunegala, 
Batticaloa, Badulla, Trincomalee, and Kandy.

9. During the year seven clerks were trained as observers and assistant observers before being' 
sent to outstations (Anuradhapura, Batticaloa, Diyatalawa, and Badulla).

10. I  again take this opportunity of thanking the numerous voluntary'observers who have 
kindly supplied me ■with rainfall statistics from the readings of the gaugesrand to express m y  thanks to  
the gentlemen who have been kind enough to present the Observatory Branch of this Department ■with, 
copies of periodicals.

W. C. S. INGLES, 
Surveyor-General.

R E PO R T  OF T H E  ACTING S U P E R IN T E N D E N T , COLOM BO  OBSERVATORY.

The weather conditions for the year were, on the whole, somewhat unbalanced, and resulted in  
spells of rmseasonable weather, but no great extremes were experienced. The mean shade temperature 
for the Island was in most months below normal, and in no month was it above normal a t more than 
tVo-thirds of the stations. The mean wet-bulb temperature was also in deficit. Air pressure in May was 
decidedly in excess of normal. In most of the other months its distribution caused the gradient to  be 
shghtly less steep than usual. For the first three months of the year and in September the rainlall 
generally was in excess, and below normal for the second three months and December. In  November it 
was above normal to the extreme north, east, and centrally, and in deficit elsewhere.

Abnormal Phenomena.—In the early part of the year hea'^ry.rainfall in the east of the Island 
caused extensive flooding. Thunderstorms commenced earlier than usual, and, as in the previous year, 
were more frequent than is usual for the whole of the period between the north-east and south-west 
monsoons. Unusually heavy rain set in towards the end . of September, and caused extensive flooding 
in the south-west of the Island. Meteorologically the year, though exceptional in many ways, was not 
extraordinarily so. The number of extra weather telegrams required by India, in addition to those 
usually sent a t seven hours from Trincomalee, Colombo, and Hambantota, was 38, 33, and 12, respectively, 
a large increase on preceding years.

The Observatory mercurial standard thermometers were tested by Mr. W. N. Rae., M.A., F.C.S., 
against the chemical and physical standards, and a Cambridge Scientific Instrum ent Uompahy’s platinum 
resistance thermometer, a t his laboratory a t the Technical Schools. The comparisons were made in n  
■water thermostat ■with the thermometers in a vertical position and kept immersed fip to the level of the 
top of the mercury column. No. 162,565, ■tested a t the National Physical Laboratory in 1913, January, 
showed no change in index errors. No. 25,802, tested a t  the National Physical Laboratory in 1909, 
May, gave readings O' 4° F. too high. No. 25,802, which has been in use as a travelling standard for the
last two years, shows an increased index error of — 0 • 2° F.
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Below is a list of stations recording 5 inches or more of rain in the twenty-four hours
J 9

Rainfall of Five Inches and oyer in the Twenty-four Hours during 1917.

Date, 1917. Station. Inches.
Jan. 6-7 . . Hendon E state . . 5 -15
Jan. 6-7 . . Topawewa 7-00
Jan. 8—9 St. Martin’s E sta te 5-13
Jan. 8-9 . . Kobonella E state 5-22
Jan. 8—9 Hendon E state . . 6-10
Jan. 10-11 . . Madugoda D ispensary 5-90
Jan. 11-12 . . Kanankodu 5-27
Jan. 12-13 .. SaCumbe E state 5 1 1
Jan. 12-13 . . Monaragala H ospita l 6-46
Jan. 14-15 . , Kobonella E state 8-10
Jan. 14-15 . . St. Martin’s E sta te 8-51
J a n .'14-15 . . Hendon E statb . . 10-49
Jan. 15-16 . . St. Martin’s E sta te 5-00
Jan. J5 -16  . . Meeriatenna E state 5-06
Jan. 15—16 . , Mabadova E state ä-60
Jan. 15-16 . . Sacumbe E state 5 -70
Jan. 15-16 . . Dooroomadella E state 5-85
Jan. 15-16 . . Gammaduwa E state 5-98
Jan. 15-16 . . Alutnuwara Field Hospital 5-98
Jan. 15-16 .. H endon E state . . 7 .5 0
Jan. 15-16 .. Madugoda Dispensary 8-55
Jan. 16-17 . . Meeriatehna E state 5-08
Jan. 16-17 .. Kalanda Dispensary 5-40
Jan. 16-17 .. Sacumbe E state 5-80
Jan. 16-17 .. Topawewa - 5-75
Jan. 16-17 . . Woodside E state 6-89
Jan, 16-17 .. St. Martin’s E state 6-50
Jan. 16-17 .. Hendon E state . . 8-24
Jan. 1 7 -lá  . . Batticaloa Observatory S-02
Jan. 17-18 , , W eeragoda 5-40
Jan. 17-18 .. Ainpare Tank . . 5 -4 0
Jan. 17-18 .. Vakaneri 6-09
Jan. 17-18 .. Dooroomadella E state 5 -30

' Jan. 17-18 . . Dambulla H ospital 6 -12
Jan. 17-18 . . Gammftdua E state 6-52
Jan. 17-18 . . Madugdda Dispensary 6-73
Jan. 17-18 . . Sacumbe E state 8-70
Jan. 18-19 . . St. Martin’s E state . ' ^ . .7-60
Jan. 18-19 . . Hendon E state . . 9-50
Jan. 19-20 . . Madugoda Dispensary 5-10
Feb. 27-28 . . Kurundu-oya E state 5 -52
Feb. 27-28 . . Madugoda Dispensary 6-40
Feb. 27-28 . . Kobonella E state 7 '7 5
Feb. 27-28 . . Kabaragalla E state 7-82
Feb. 27-28 .. Bibile Dispensary _  ■. 5 -68
Feb. 27-28 .. W alton E state . . 6-9^
Feb. 28-<Mar. 1 Patiagam a E state 5-20
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 W aragalanda E state 5 -48
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 H ope E state 6-86
Feb. 28-Mar. 1. Gala-oya Aniout 5-17
i ’eb. 28-Mar. 1 Mahadova Estate 5-30
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 Monaragala Hospital 5-57
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 Rotawewa Tank 6-50
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 BaduUa Observatory 5-70
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 Talpitigala Estate 5-75
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 Ledgerwatte E state 7-36
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 Hendon E state . . 5 -40
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 St. Martin’s E state 7-80
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 Bulugahapitiya . . 6-10
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 Wopdside E state 6-48
î ’eb. 28-Mar. 1 Avissawella Estate 6*30
Mar. 1-2 . , Meeriatenna E state 5-42
Mar. 1-á . . Hendon E state . .  • ■ 7 “40
Mar. 5-6 . . Topawewa 6-25
Mar. 9-10 .. Patbregala E state 5-84
Mar. 15-16 . . Matara 5-15
Mar. 23-24 . . Beausejour E state 5-31
May 1-2 . . FlOnsburg E state 5-5Û
May 1-2 . Pathregala E state 5-62
May 1-2 . . Magaiawewa Tank 7-58
May 1-2 . . Mahauswewa Tank r-8 3
May 1 -2  . . Matara 5-28
May 1-2  . . Morawaka Dispensary 9-20
May 26-27 . . Stratbellie Estate 5-36
June 1-2 ! , D elw jta Estate . . 5-81
June 1-2 . i> WariapOla Estate 6-36
June 1-2 . . Vicarton E state 7-54
June 1-2 ,.. Watavjala Railway Station 6-59
Juné 2-3 .,. Dooroomadella Estate 5-14
June 2-3 ., H atale 6-20
June 2-3 .. St. Andrew’s School, Nawalapitiya 5-17
June ■ 2-3 .., Carney E state . . 5-20

D ate, 1917. Station. Inches.
.June 2-3 . Fadupola 6-65
June 2-3  . Strathellie E state 7*25
June 3 -4  • W ataw ala R ailw ay Station 5-6o
June 4 -5  . N anu-oya — 5-39
June 18-19 . W ataw ala R ailw ay Station 5-M
June 19-20 . Beausejour E state 5-02
June 19-20 . K urunegala, Public W orfo D epart­

m en t . .  . . . 6 -05
June 30-Ju ly  1 KeenagähÄella E state 5-15
JUiy 3 -4  . Gourakele E state «•50
J u ly  4 -6  . V angalachettykulam 5-06
Jü ly  4 -5  . K alawew a Tank «•54
Aug. 6-7 W ataw ala Railw ay Station 5-90
Aug. 7-8 . Padupola 5-10
Aug. 7--8 . Mahboda E state 6-00
Aug. 7-8 . Strathellie E state 6-90
Aug. 7-8 . ■Rayigam E state 5 -26
Aug. 13-14 . Strathellie Estalle 7-45
Aug. 14-16 . Galphale or Gillardstown E state 5-04
Aug. 14--15 . Maliboda • . . 6-65
Aug. 14^15 . Y atiyantota  Resthouse 7-20
Aug. 14^16 . Strathellie E state ' •7-85
Sept. 19-20 . . D unedin E state 5-60
Sept. *19-20 . . K anangam a E state - 7-38
Sept. 20-21 . . Y atiyan tö ta  Resthouse 6-20
Sept. 21-22 . . B ayigam  E state 5 -35
Sept. 21-22 . . A vissaw ella E state 5-63
Sept. 21^22 . ■ Aturugiriya E state 5 -9 5
Sept. 21-22 . . B addegam a E state 6-13
Sept. 21-22 . H inidum a . . . 10-15
Sept. 22-23 . . N egom bo . .  . , 5 -00
Sept. 22-23 . . E lp itiya  Police Station 6'80
Sept. 22-23 . . H iyare . .  " . . 6 '40
Sept. 22-23 . . D apdeniya Tank . . 6'47
Sept. 22-23 . . H enaratgoda Botanical Gardens. . 7 ’56-
Sept. 22-23 . . R agam a Camp . , 9-33
Sept. 22-23 . . Beausejour E state 9-85
Sept, 22—23 . . Geekiyanakanda Estate 10-54
Sept. 22-23 . • R ayigam  E state 11-17
Sept. 22»-23 . . K anana E sta te  . .  , . 11-60
Sept. 22-23 . • Oraiige H ill E state 12-36
Sept. 23-24 . . Atagalla Railway Station 5-24
Sept. 23-24 . . W ataw ala R ailway Station 8-70
Sept. 23-24 . . Geekiyanakanda E state 6-15
Sept. 24-26 . . Carney E state » 5-00
Sept. 24-25  . . D iw ela  E state . . 5 -55
Sept. 24-25 . . Jafína Observatory 5-11
Sept. 24-25 . . Y atid eriya  E state 5-82
Sept. 24-25 . . Mararpbekande E state . r 6-52
Sept. 24-25 . . Padupola . . 5-07
Sept. 24-25 . . StratheUie E state 7-06
Sept. 27-28 . . W ataw ala R ailw ay Station 6-27
Sept. 27-28 . . Maliboda ^  , Ö-36
Sept, 28-29 . . Padupola 5 ’22
Sept. 28-29 • • Strathellie E state 5-28
Oot; 14-15 . , Marambekanda Estate 5-35
Oot. 15-16 . . K udawewa 5-55
Oet. 16-17 . . M aliboda E state 5-25
Oet. 16-17 . . Strathellie E state 5-60
Hct. 16-17 . . Flensburg E state 5M0
Oot. 17-18 . . K egalla Ja il . .  " 5-25
Oet. 17-18 . . Y atideriya E state 6-60
Oet. 17-18 . . W ataw ala Railway Station  . . . 5-42
Oet. 17-18 . . Carney E state . . 5-31.
N ov. 8-9 . . Paranthan Railway Station 5-25
Hov. 8-9- . . K a y ts . , 5-49
N ov. 8-9 . . P o in t Pedro Civil H ospital 6-96
Hov. 8 -9  . . Kankesanturai . . 7-21
Nov. 19-20 . . D elw ita  E state . . 6-43
Nov. 20-21 . . Elkaduwa D istrict Dispensary . . 5-30
Nov. 20-21 . . Thum penkem i Tank. 6-74
Nov. 23-24 . . ünnicfachai Tank 5-16
Nov. 24-25 . . K ayts 5-00
Nov. 24-25 . . D am bulla H ospital 5-50
Nov. 28-29 . . Keragala E state 5-28
N ov. 29-30 . . K ankesanturai . .  . .  , 5 -05
Nov. 3 0 -D ec .l R atnapura Observatory 5-08
Dec. 1-2 . . Morawaka Dispensary 5-96
Dec. 2 -3  . . B atticaloa Observatory 5-12
Dec. 11-12 . . Kankesanturai . . 7-08
Dec. 12-13 . . Tissamaharama Tank 5-01
Dec. 21-22 . . T alpitigala Estate ' 5-19

9(1)18
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A detailed list of shocks recorded by the Milne seismograph (horizontal pendulum type, Set N-S) 
is appended :—‘

Amplitude: 1 m m .= 0-80 seconds up to January 19; 0• 30 seconds to May 2; and 0-52 seconds to tb  ̂
end of the year. Period: 22 seconds, January 1 to June 28 ; 17-18 seconds for the remainder of the year.

lio.

525

526
527

528
529

530
$3l
532
533
534

Date.

January

February

March

535

536
537

538
539
540

m

April

i. P .
H. M,

s.
H. M.

L.
H. M,

Maximum. A m plitude. Bema^ks. 
H. M. mm .

4 . .  17 8 -8 __ __ . .  17 21 -6 . .  0 -5  . —

8 . .• 4 31 --- ___ . .  tr a c e  . —

17 . .  2 55 __ . .  trace . . —
20 . .  23 2 0 -3 23 24*8 . .  23 38*7 .1 -6  . . /* —
24- . .  1 4*8 1 10-8 . . 1 12-0 . .  1 13*0 

1 19-6 ]  0 -5  .
5

<

25 . .  3 43 — — —- . .  trace . '—
26 . .  5 54 — — . .  trace . --- u
30 ■— - 2 57-1 3 7*1 . .  3 $6 . .  18 -0  . P . missing.
31 . .  —■ 4 8*0 . . 4 15*0 . .  4 28*5 . .  3 -0  . P . missing.

5 . .  3 42*f . .  trace ., , t
12 . .  9 26 — — . .  9 59 . .  0 -4  . . ---
14 . .  5 52 — — . .  5 56 -5 . .  0 -3  . . Thickenings from  7 h . 20 m ,
15 . .  i  21*5 i-- — ♦— . .  tr a c e  , ♦ —
15 __ 1 58*5 . .  2 12*8 . .  1 -0  : , P . lo st in  air tremors.
18 .— __ 1 38 . .  1 39 . .  0 -5  . P . lo st in  air trem ors.
18 . .  2 58 ---- — .— . .  trace . —
20 . .  20 n - 8 — 20 4 5 > . .  3 1  3 - 7 - . 1 - 2  . S. missing.
21 . ,  10 57 -r— . .  11 8*5 . .  0 -4  . —
22 . .  10 20 __ ..  10 3 3 -4 . .  0 -4  . .—
23 . ,  23 45 ,-- — ..  23 4 6 -6 . .  0 -4  .
26 . .  5  34*5 ** . ,— — .. a -4  . S erieaof thickenings.
26 . 3 59 --- — .. trace .
26 . 6 41 — ..  tra ce  . .—
26 . 10 2 ,— . .  trace . .—
26 . 14 12 — . trace . —

1
■ “

—— . . . .  9 . .  0 -4  . . Series of th ickenings from  F eb­
ruary 2 8 ,2 3  H. 29 M., to  March 
1, 10 S . 30 M.

2
■ “

. 4 'd . 4»-4 . . ■Smes of th ickenings irom  March 
1 ,20  H. 30 M., to  March 2 ,1 2  H. 
0 M. '

5 . 4 25- — . trace . . .—
6 . 4 41 . . —  ̂ -— . trace . . .—

12 . 4 2 ,— — ..  traoS . . Doubtful.
14 . 1 11 .— ..  1 13-6 . .  0-3 . . —
i s ­ . .— 0 35-0 . . — ..  054-1 . .  0-7 . . P. missing.
le . 10 58 —. . . .  trace . —
29 . . ■ 3 27 *-4- 3 34-3 . .  0-3 . . __
2 . . 4 35 ___• . 4— . trace . . Doubtful.
2 . . 11 14 . trace . . ■'  —
2 . . 15 9 . . trace . ,
3 . . — 12 46-7 . . l2  60-5 . 12 62-0 . 1-8 . . P. missing.

12 . ; 2 59-6 3 4-0 . . 3' 8-2 . 3 10-3 . .  1*3 . . ♦ —
15 . . 9 27-4 . trace . . Doubtful,
17' • — 18 . . iS 64-D . 18 66*8 

18 58'4 } 1* 0 . , P, missing.
18*. . 11 14 . 11 14-5 .“ 0-6 . .
21 . •— 1 0-4 . . 1 . 1 7-6 . 0-8 . . P , missing.
23 . . 6 42 . trice . .
24 . . 4 59 ■— --T- . trace ..
26 . . 8 1 ___ *— . trace .. —

29 . . 12 2 12 10 .. 12 23 . 12 32-6 . 0-4 .. A __
29 . . 17 0-5 • ... _ . trace .. __ *
30 . . $2 26 — — . 8 23 ' r

May

542

543

544
545

546
547

548

5
6 
6 
6 
7 
7
7
8

549
550

10 .,
11 .. 
12 ..
13 .. 
13 ..

1 .. —

1 .. 18 41-7

2 ..  1 55
3 .. —
4 .. 1 ll'O

18 4S’8 .. 18 54-2

. 18 6
0 46 
2 37

23 5
1 36 
5-14

4 1

9 . .  16 5-5

5
13

17-0
38-3

19
7

16 13-4

0 27 
2 17-

2*27 
4 24-

19 43 
22 14 
22 20 
22 55 
2 31 
2 53 

19 1*0 
19 28-n
2 23
0 52‘2
1 18-1 
1 44-0

5 20*2 
13 7-3
5 5
6 12 

16 19-0 
16 2 8 '5
21 32
22 1
10 45-0 .

2 19

2 27-6 
4 24 ‘8

>• 0-6

/  iI L
 ̂ 19-n ••

{. 0-8 
. 1-1
. trace 
. trace 
. trace 
. trace 
. trace 
. 0-5
. O'S
■ 0-4

1‘2

0-6 . 
0-8

trice , 
0-7 .

0*6 . 
0‘5 ,

Series of thickenings from April 
29, 22 H. 26 M., to May 1, 
6 m . I k . Probably large air 
tremors.

Series of thickenings (probably 
largeair termors) from May *  
14H.45M.,toMay 3, 6 h . 52 m.

P. and S. missing.
Series of thickenings.
Continued as thickenings 

22 H. 6 M.
to

Doubtful. Beginning masked 
by tremors.

Doubtful; follows on tremors 
set up by making time mark.
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No. Date. ’ P .
H, M.

> May ~ 15 . . 0 50
15 . . 4  50
15 . . 9 21

661 . 16 . . 16 7 -7
15 . . 17 4
18 . . 0 29

552 . 18 . . 1 6 -3 0 -2
18 . . 17 28

653 . 21 . . 15 34 -8
554 . 22 . . 3 3 1 -5

22 . . 8 47
655 .* 24 . . 19 47

27 . . 7 46  *•

P.H. m
L,

H. M.
Maximiun. A m plitude.

H. M. Msr.
. trace

—1- . trace
. trace

15 10-0  . , 0 -4
. trace
. tracé

16 30 -3  . . 1 -0
. trace

16 34*9 . . 1*0
3 31*6 . . 1 -3

. trace

Remarks.

D oubtful.

19 63 20 11*6

28 ..
29 . .  6 54"

20 20-0 
20 22-0 
16 1 
17 36 . 

1 46
1 56
2 49
6 58-4

0 ‘ 8

0 -50-6
0-6

* L aige tremors coutinppus.

trace . .  T rem orsfrom M ay29,23H . 18 m.

556 . 31 . . 9  1-5 . .  9 11*6 . . 9 ^1-0  . . 9 47-0 1 4 -9  r . —

9 50-8 f  6 -4  . . -..o-
657- . . June 3 . . 14 47 — — . 15 0 -6 . .  0 -4  . . —

658 . 4  . . 2 23 . .  — . — . 2 32 . .  0 -4  . .
4  . . 12 30 . ,  — — .— . .  trace . .

^  . . 4  23 •— . — . — . .  trace . .
6 . . 12 2 , ,  — . — —f . .  trace . .
6 . . 16 23 . .  — *— . . .  traçe . . ■---

569 8 . . 1 36 . , 2 I 4 '2  . . 2  22 
2 33 1 0 -6  . . —

■ 8 . . 18 6 . — . . w . .  trace . .
660 . 9 . . 17 3P ---- - . 17 59 . . .  0 - 6 . . . —

10 . . 6 82 . . •H-*’ -----  ' . , — . .  trace ••
11 . . 4  60  . •4-rt — . . .  trace . .

561 . • , 1 3 . . 7 0 . 7 9-2 . . 7 \ 5 - 5  . . 7 16-2 V 2 -0  . . J----

7 41-6 f  3 -0  . .
1 4 & 1 5  . . 21 45 — — . 2 20 -5  .. .  0 -5  . . Series of thickenings.

17 9 2 0 -3

1 9 is 2 0  . .  17 39

562
663
564
565
566 
667

July

21 
24 
26 
3 0  

4  . 
4 .

17 52

6 4 - 8  
1 9  1 9  
0 46-6  
5 62-5  .

20
6

6 -9
9 -0

0 48-7

20 15-8 
6 17-7

0 63-7

668 . .

0

4  .
5 .
6 . 
6 . 
9 .

21 . 
22 .

. 22 12-7 . 

. 6 41 . 
. 8 62 . 
. 9 33 . 
. 5 3 4  .

—  .

. 22 19-0

669 . . 25 . ! 4  16 : .—
670 . . 27 . . 1 31-5  . — —

571 . . 27 .
«L

. 4 0 - 0 . . 4  9- 8

.672 . . 29 . . 14 63-5  . . 16 1 -0  . . 15 13-0
673 . . 30 . . 22 2 -8  . . 22 6 -7  . . '2 2  16-8

0 46-0 
1 l8 -0

17 64 
, 20 26-6 

6 53'5 
19 31-4 
1 12-5.
6 10-4 
6 18-0 J 

22 23-5 . 
6 46-6 .

}  « • « {  

. .  0 - 3  . .  
0 - 5  . .  

12-0 .. 
0 - 3  . .  
1*7 . .
0-6 ..

Series of tìiicbeiifllgs from  Jtme 
19, 17 H. 39 M., to  Ju n e 20, 
9 m l l M.

574
675

676
August

30
31 
31 ,
5 .
6 .

17 14 
0 5-7 
3 31-6 

16 56 
16 34-6

19 34
1 9 
4 23
2 42-6  
2 53-2  
4 14-6  
4 15-6

15 17-1  
22 4 0 -5  
22 43-2

} I

3 34*6 

16 3 9 -4

3 3 9 -4  

16 5 1 -0

0 22 
4 O'

16 6 7 '0 ‘

1-6
0-3

tfa ce
trace
trace

0-4 
0-5'

0- S

1*9 
. r -0

3-6 
3-8 

trace  
2*0 .
1-  0 . 

tracd .
1*2 .

Slight tbicbening.
Slight tbicbeamg.

Tbemorâ from July 21, 10 h. 
22 V ., to July 23,5 a  13 M.

8 . . _  . .  - __ 0 32 1
1 4 k  0-6
1 16 1

21 . . 15 44 . .  —  . . -V- . trace
21 . . 22 2 . .  —  . . •— 22 32 . trace
26 . . 23 33 . .  —  . . •— . trace
27 . . 4 19 . .  —  . . . trace

677 30 . 4 16-0 . .  . . 4  28*2 . . 4 36-3 t 5 -8
4 38-8 i 6 -6

578 31 . 12 1-8 . .  12 5 -8  . . 12 13 -0  . . 12 21-Ó . 0*7
679 31 . . -— . .  —' 12 5 8 -8  . . 13 11-6 , 1 -3

September 1 . . . .  ■— ' -V- . . —

•4 . . 17 8 . .  —  . . trace
5 . . 17 32 • >  —  . . ___ __ trace
6 . . 4 46-6 — __ 0 -3

0 8 • • 2 27 . .  — . . — 3 46 ! 0 -6

{

. P. missipg.

. Slight thiebeniag.

Series of slight tbicbeniugs.

Tremors from A ugüsf 7, 14 h .° 
16 M., to  A ugust S, 6  H. 0-M.

SKght thickeniug.

680

681

682

" 9 . 
14'1 
15 . 
17 .
17 ..
18 . .

1 5 
18 15 

9 48 
10 i l - 6  
22 16-8  

7 13

1 9* .

10 16 -0  ! 

22 19-0  '.

0 -5
trace
0-6

trace
0-6

trace

September 1, series o f  tremors 
from  19 H. 30 M., to  Septem ­
ber 2 ,5  H . 24 M .

Thickening.
Series o f sUgbt th ickenings from  

0 H. 66 M. to  13 H. 48 M. *
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No. Date. P. s. L.
H. M. H. M. H. M.

583 . September 20 .. 3 38 ‘ * *

October 7
r
.. 15 38

11 - . 5 0  .. — •—
1.7 .. 1 41 ,— ,—
22 .. 4 49 .— —

584 . 22 .. 8 49  ̂ . — —
26 . . 7 5  .. ■— .—
26 .. 11 1 '— .—
28 .. 17 49 .. —
29 4 46 —. .—

November 2 .. 17 32 — —
2 .. 19 26 — —

585 .. 4 . . 12 7-6'(? S) — 12 10*4
6 .. 15 40 .. —

12 .. 4 45 .. — —
15 .. 3 56 .. — —

586 . 16 . 3 36-9 .. 3 47*3 4 17*2

587 . 16 .. 22 26-6 .. 22 32-2 22 46*5
588 .. 18 — 3 4*5 3 10*4

19 .. 4 47 .. __ __
24 .. 11 31 — —
24 .■18 48 .. — —
26 . 4 38 —
28 . 2 32-5 .. — —

* 28 . 15 2 —
29 . 1 11 —

589 .. 30 . — — 5 38*4

30 . 23 47
December 1 . 9 58 — —

590 .. 5 . 13 5-0 .. — —
591 .. 14 .. 8 10 — —

17 .. 4 50 .. —  - —̂

19 .. 4 48 — —
592 .. 20 . 2 52-5 .. — __
593 .. 21 . 18 20-0 .. — 18 47*3 .

21 . 21 49 — —-

24 . 6 28-5 .. — — •

26 . 1 59 .. — — .

594 .. 28 . 22 9-0 .. 22.14*8 22 23*7 .
29 . 23 10 .. ■ — —

595 .. 30 .  — _ . . 0 37*4 .

Maximum. A m plitude. Rem arks.
H. M. M M .

3 59-6  . .  0*4
Tremors from  Septem ber 23, 

0 H .  30 M . ,  to  Septem ber 25, 
5 H .  12 M .  Tremors from 
Septem ber 29, 6 h .  52 m . ,  to 
Septem ber 30, 4 h .  23 m .

— . trace . ----
. — . trace . —

— . 0 -3  . ----
— . trace . . Slight thickening.

8 67 . 0 -5  . . —
— . trace . . '—

. trace . —
___ . trace  . —
— . trace . . * • —
.— . trace . '—
•— . trace . •— (

12 14 -4  . . 1 2 -0  . —
— . trace . . Slight thickening.
— . trace . . S light thickening.
— . trace . . Slight thickening.

4 29*2 ) 4 -1  . . —
4 32*3 [ 4 -5  . . —

22 60*0 . . 1 -0  . . —
3 19*6 ) 1 ;5  . . ' —
3 24*9 j 1 -8  . —

— . trace . . Slight thickening.
— . trace . . Slight thickening.
—  ; . trace . . Slight thickening.
— , trace . . Slight thickening.
— trace . . —
— trace .,, Slight thickening.
— trace . . Slight thickening.

5 39*0 .. 0 -9 . Abrupt shock, no P. or S. Series 
of thickenings from  8 h . 57 m. 
t o l 6 n .  ^ ^

— trace . . Slight thickening.
10 4*2 .. 0 -4  . . Thickening. ^
13 9*4 .., 0 -5  . . —
8 13*4 . . 0 -4  . . —

— . trace . . Slight thickening. <
— . trace . . —

2 69 . 0 -5  . . —
19 7*3 . . 1-0 . —

— . trace . . .—
— trace .., Slight thickening.
—  ■ .. trace . . Slight thickening.

22 28*6 .. 0-6 . . —
trace .. ? Commencement of shock  

N o. 595.
0 38*9 .. 1-0  . . P. and S. lost ow ing to  change 

of film.

March 11, 1918.
J. E. EVANS,

Acting Superintendent, (^bservatory.
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LAND 8BTTLÏÏMBKT.

REPORT OE THE SETTLEMENT ÔEEICER EOR 1917. .

General.—At the beginning of the year the number of Assistant Settlement Officers -was four, hut 
Mr. T. A- Hudson and Mr. T. G. Willett left the Department on May 23 und, October 21, respectively, to go 
to England in order to join the British Army for War Service. Mr. A. L. Crpssnian assumed duties as 
Assistant Settlement Officer on October 15. Taking -these circumstances into account, the results of 
the year’s work were satisfactory. The war stiU prevents the restoration of the staff of Assistant Settle­
ment Officers to anything approaching its former strength. The report of the Comnlitt0e appointed to 
consider the terms and conditions on Which Crown land should be leased for agricultural JpuTposes was 
published as Sessional Paper II. of 1917, and, though the new system of perpetual leases has not yet been 
introduced formally, this Department was allowed by Government to lease two blocks of land, one in 
Uva and the other in the Kalutara District, on the lip.es recommended-in the report of the Committee. 
For a few weeks from June 12, during the absence of Mr. C. S. Vaughan from the Island, I  was a member 
of the Legislative Councü.

2. Districts under Nefilcment.—The districts in which this Department Work are the Galle, Matara, 
and HambantotSk Districts of the Southern Province, the Rrovince of Uva, the Kumnegala and Puttalam- 
Chüaw Districts of the North-Western Province, tpe North-Central Province, the Ratnapura and Hegalla 
Districts of the Province of Sabaragamuwa, the Colombo and Kalutara Districts of the Western Rrovincej 
the Mannar and MuHaittivu Districts of the Northern Province, and the Kandy and Matale Districts of 
the Central Province.

3. Topographical Plans under Settlement.—At the beginning of the year, the unsettled area 
covered by topographical plans was 262,364 acres 2 roods and 8 perches, of which 152,512 acres and 22 
perches constituted the Ruhunu Maha Kataragam Dewale claim in Uva, th© remainder being situated 
in the North-Central Province and in the Matale District. During the year plans covering an area of - 
23,232 acres and 2 roods, situated in the North-Central Province, were received from the Surveyor- 
General for settlement. The area settled during the year Was 4$,743 acres 2 roods and 7 perches, situated 
in the North-Central and Uva Provinces and in the Matale District. The balance awaiting settlement 
a t the end of the year was 24l,$53 acres 2 roods and 1 perch. The inspection of this area was completed.

4. Porest Plans under ¿feiilemeni.—These plans relate to areas in the MuUaittiVu.^DiStrict only. 
At the beginning of the year the unsettled area covered by them Was 18,017 acres ̂  roods and 27 perches- 
During the year plans covering 39,225 acres were received from the Surveyor-General. The area settled 
during the year was 18,017 apres 3 roods and 27 perches, and the balance carried forward for settlement 
was 39,225 acres, of which only 7,200 acres 2 roods and 26 perches remained uninspected,

5. Settlement on Block Survey Preliminary Plans, &c.—^The area inspected during .the year Was 
11,868 acres and 3 perches, of which over^,100 acres are in the North-Central PrCVince, over 3J00 acres 
in the Puttalam District, and nearly 1,700 acres in the Province of Uva, the-remainder being in the 
Kurunegala and Colombo Districts. The area settled during theyear was 82,230 acres and 10 perches, 
distributed among all the districts mentioned in paragraph 2 Of this report, except the Matara, Colombo, 
and MuUaittivu Districts. The area awaiting settlement at the end of the year was 197^744 acres 3 roods 
and 17'37 perches, of which 33,932 acres 1 rood and 20 perclies had not been inspected. This uninspected 
area is situated in the Province of Uva, the Kurunegala District, the North-Central Province, the 
Ratnapura District, the Colombo District, and the Matale District.

6. Àrea settled during thè Tear.-^-The total area settled dming the period under review was
therefore 143,991 acres 2 roods and 4 perches. '  -

7. Clerical Staff, cfcc.^By the death on Eebruary 6,1917, of Mr. V. Kandiah, ¡Storekeeper of the 
Department, Government lost a useful Officer. Six new clerks were appointed to fill this and other 
vacancies caused by transfers to other Departments, resignation, &c. One clerkship remained vacant. 
At the end of the year three of my clerks, including the Head Clerk and the Interpreter Mudaliyar of the 
Department, were still working in the office df the Riots Special Commissioner of the Western Province, 
and three in the Censor’s office. On October 15,̂  1917, the Bead Clerk, Mr. J. D. Phillips, was appointed 
to act aS'Extra Office Assistant at the Colombo Kachcheri, in addition to his p-wn duties. On the King’s 
Birthday Mr. J. D. Phillips was appointed a Justice of the Peace for the Western Province, and the- 
honorary rank of Gate Muhandiram was conferred on Mr. J. J. de Mel, Interpreter Muhandiram of the 
Department. „ On September 22 the Government Agent of the Western Province conferred on the Arachchi 
of the Department, Mi. P. Solomon, the honorary rank of Arachchi.

8. Leave of Absence.— M̂r. T. A. Hodson and Mr. T. G. Willett obtained leave from May 23 and 
October 21, reiÿ)ectively, pending their entrance into the British Army. Mr. H. C. Toller, Additional 
Assistant Settlement Officer, remained on military duty throughout the year, serving in Prance as 
a Lieutenant, and subsequently as a Captain, in the Lancashire Fusiliers.

9(1)18

    
 



K-2 CEYLON ADMENISTRATION EEP0RTS EOR 1917. [Part I

9. Notices.—The number of notices under the Waste Lands Ordinances prepared by the Depart­
ment was 476. The number brought forward from 1916 w£is 75. During the year 537 notices Were 
published in the Government Gazette. At the end of the year the number of notices in the hapds oí the ’ 
Government Printer for publication was therefore 14.

10. Village Reports.—The number of villages and forest and topographical Areas for which 
reports on completion of settlement Work were forwarded during the year was 230—a record outturn for 
a year. These villages, &c., are situated in the Southern, North-We$tem, North-Central, Northern, and 
Central Provinces, and in the provinces of t^va and Sabaragamuwa.

11. Working of the Waste Lands Ordinances.—^The total area brought under the operation of the
Waste Lands Ordinance since it was enacted twenty years ago is over 2,647,000 acres, of Which over
410,000 acres, covered by 587 notices, were awaiting settlement at the end of 1917. ‘

12. Sketches.—2,444 sketches for Waste Lands Ordinance notices and final orders and 57 rough 
sketches Were prepared by the draughtsmen of the Department.

• 13. Expenditure.—The expenditure out of the departmental votes was Rs. 84,349* 34 on Personal 
Emoluments and Rs. 30,702*92 on Other Charges, total Rs. 115,052*26. To this total must be Added 
the salaries and station allowances paid by the Treasurer, and from it must be deducted the salaries and 
station allowances of those officers who were temporarily employed in other Departments for the periods 
of such employment. I t  will then be fQund that the real expenditure on land settlement during the 
year amounted to. Rs. 152,132*63.

14. Sales (a), under the Waste Lan$s Ordinances.—^The area for which purchase final orders under 
the Waste Lands Ordinances Were published during the year was 1,783 acres 2 roods and 26 perches, 
the purchase amount brought to account being Rs. 35,816*15. Over three-fourths of this area and o v o t  

five-sixths of this money relate to lands situated in the Kurunegala District.
15. Sales (&), otherwise than under the Waste Lands Ordinances.— 2̂,679 lots, co*rering an area of 

4,862 acres 1 rood and 26*8775 perches, were sold or settled for Rs. 158,160*14. Nearly three-fifths of 
these lots are situated in the JCurunegala District.

16. Perpetual Leases.^—̂ The leases of one area of 82 acres 3 roods and 15 perches situated 
in Wasipone -village, B. S. R. P. 224, Uva, and of another area of 11 acres 1 rood and 12 perches in 
Welipenna village, B. S. R. P. 69, W. P., of the Kalutara District, were sold during thd year, the 
premia amounting to Rs. 1,732 * 62.

17. Applications to buy Crown-Land.—These applications numbered 93, and covered 247 acres
3 jfonds and 14 perches, on account of which Rs. 798 were recovered. Over two-thirds of these 
applications relate to lp.nds in the North-Central Pro*vince. '

18. Waste Lands Ordinance Results.—^The area brought under the operation of the Waste Lands 
Ordinances by the Department during the year was over 414,000 acres. The area settled imder these 
Ordinances during the same period was over 131,000 acres, and was covered by 759 final orders and two 
reference case decrees.

19. Pending NotieeB.-^At the end of the period under re*view 484 Waste Lands Ordinance notices, 
covering an area of over 398,000 acres, were pending, of which 294, covering over 354,000 acres, awaited 
expiiy or inquiry, and ten, covering over 6,000 acres, a*vî ited refereUce to District Courts or adjudication 
in District Courts, The remainder awaited sanction of settlements, demarcation of settlements, or 
preparation or publication of final orders.

20. Details of Woi*l;.^Further details regarding the settlement operations of the Department 
' m e&qh of the districts mentioned in paragraph 2 of this report are given below. *

SowHEEN Pso-mroE. .  . "
(A) Galle District. ' ' -■

2Í. Operations of the Tear.— T̂he final reports on tljp settlement of Embalagedara village of 
Hinidum pattu and of Yatamalgala village of Talpe pattu were forwarded. Considerable progress was 
made in the Settlement of Udugama and Mapalagama villages of Gangaboda pattu. The area settled 
in this district during the yoar w*as 6,352 acres I rood and 10 petcbes. At the end of the year the 
unsettled area was 1,549 acres 3 roods and 6 perches. Five Waste Lands Ordinance notices, covering 
120 acres 3 roods and 5 perches, were carried forward te 1918, of which two, covering 1 acre 1 rood 
and 6 perches, await expiry, and three, covering 119 adres 1 rood and 39 perches, await inquiry. There 
was no litigation. "

(R) Matara District.
22. Operations of the TSar.— T̂he final report on the settlement of Peddapitiya village of Weligam 

korale was forwatded. Some ioad reservation lots in Porambe Kananke *viUage of the same korale were 
dealt *with under the Waste Lands Ordinances. Two similar lots in the same *viUage remained unsettled 
at the end of the year. No other village m this district is under settlement by this Department. The 
Assistant Government Agent's settlements in Siyambalagoda and Bengamuwa villages of Morawak 
korale and in Kanahalagama Village of Gangaboda pattu have been received in my office for the prepara­
tion of final reports. He has still to complete the settlement of five other villages of Morawak korale. 
There was no litigation.

(C) Hambantota District. .  ̂ «;
23. Operations of the Year.—The settlement of twenty-one villages vvas completed and final 

reports were forwarded. Of these, nineteen are situated in Qiruwa pa ttu  west and two m Giruwa pattu  
east. The area settled durmg the period under review was 2,373 acres 3 roods and 24 perches. I t  would 
have been greater if Mr. Ho^on and Mr. Willett had not left the Department during the year. The 
area awaiting settlement a t the end of the year was 21,671 acres 2 roods and 13 *98fperches. Thirty-six 
notices under the Waste Lands Ordinances, covering 11,356 acres 3 roods and 14 *626 perches, are carried 
forward to 1918, Of these, twenty, covering 2,513 acres 1 rood and  7 perches, await expiry or inquiry, 
and one, covermg 739 acres 3 roods and 11 perches, awaits reference to cohrtj the remainder await
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sanction of settlements, or preparation or publication of final orders. Tbe Assistant Government Agent’s 
settlements in Saputantirikanda village of Giruwa pattu  west ate in toy office, and await tbe preparation 
of tke final report. He has still to complete the settlement of Warapitiya village of the same pattu  apd 
of Medagama village of Magam pattu.

24. Litigation.— În the Pahala Kendaketiya reference case (Tangalla D. 0. 50), mentioned in 
my Administration Eeport for 1916, judgment was given for the Crown, witlji costs, the area involved 
being 312 acres 2 roods and 28 perches.

ÎEovTNck OF Uva. - '
25. Operations of the Year.— T̂he settlement of thirty-three villages was completed and final 

reports were forwarded. Of these, twenty-two are situated in Kandukara korale of Buttala Division, 
seven in Udukinda Division (viz., three in Dambawinipalata korale and one each in Mahapalata, Uda- 
palata, Yatipalata, and Dehiwinipalata koraleS), two in Soranatota korale of WiyaluWa Division, <me in 
Bogoda korale of Yatikinda Division, and one in Medagampattu korale of WefiaSsa Division. In  March 
Mr. Hampton inspected Hawanella and Battiyaknmbnra villages of Kunabalwela korale of Yatikinda 
Division on new block survey plans. The area settled during the period undej review was 9,874 après 
3 roods and 30 perches, of which*7,832 acres 3 roods and 4 perches were dealt vnth on block survey 
plans and the balance on a topographical plan. The area awaiting settlement at the'end of the year was 
167,273 acres 2 roods and 23 ’75 perches, and consisted of (a) 16,803 acres 2 roods and 27 ’75 perches of 
block-surveyed villages, and (t) 150,469 acres 3 roods and 36 perches of topographically-surveyed land 
claimed by the Ruhunu Maha Kataragam Dewale, and situated in southern Uva. An area of 4,198 
acres 3 roods and 18 perches of block-surveyed villages in Kumbalwela korale of Yatikinda Division 
was all that remained uninspected. Eorty-six notices tmder the Waste Lands Ordinances, covering 
163,021 acres 1 rood and 21 '75 perches, are parried forward to 1918. Of these, thirty, covering over
154,000 acres, await expiry or inquiry, three, covering over 3,500 apres, await reference to cOurt, and two, 
covering over 1,300 acres, await adjudication in court ; the remainder await demarcation of settlements, 
or preparation or publication of final orders. The Gove^toment Agent’s settlements in Pattiyagedara, 
Udupiliegama, and Karagastenna villages of Udukinda Division are in my office awaiting the preparation 
of final reports. He has stiQ to complete the settlement of Halpe village ©f Yatikinda Division.

26. Litigation.—r-hx the Tanamalwila reference ease (BaduHa D. C. 3,091), mentioned in mjr 
Administration Report for 1916, judgment was given for the Crown, with costs. The land involved in 
the case formed part of the above-mentioned Rubunu Maha Katarâgam Dewale claim, The remt-inder 
of the waste land of this very large claim was during the year brofight under the operation of the Waste 
Lands Ordinances, and the claim now awaits inquiry by thisJlepaTtment. In  Talawa and MailagaStenna. 
reference cases, also mentioned in my Administration Report for 1&16, terms of settlement were arranged

’ and filed in the District Court, but decrees are nOt due till 1918.

N oeth-Westeen  P eovCStce.
(A) iCiifnnegala District, %

27. Operations of the Tear.—The settlement of eighty-five villages Was finished and final reports 
were forwarded. Of these, twenty-six are situated in Katugampolit hatpattü (twelve in Kinijama 
korale, eight in Yatikaha korale south, four in Medapattu west, one in Medapattu east, and one in Yagam- 
pattu-korale), twenty-four in Hiriyala hatpattu (sixteen in MahagalbodE Egoda korale, six in Ihalawisi- 
deke korale, and two in Tittawehgandahaye korale), tWenty-one in Baiadera kçrale of Dewamedi hatpattu, 
eight in Dambadeni hatpattu (four in Udukaha korale east, two in Udukaha korâlo west, one inUdukaha 
korale soiith, and one in Rekko pattu), and six in Weudawili hatpattu (five in Gannewe korale and one in 
Tirigandahaje korale). In November the Chief Assistant Settlement Officer, Mr. J . M. Davies, inspected 
DoluWa village of Hetahaye korale of Hiriyala hatpattu on a new survey plan. In January the Depart­
ment took over from the Government Agent the settlement of a large number of claim® scattered 
throughout all the hatpattu of the district and covered by preliminary plan surveys. Their area amounta 
to 10,604 acres 1 rood and 8 perches. Mr. Davies inspected many of these claims, and has m^de progress 
towards their settlement. During the pfciod under review the Department settled in this district 19,324 
acres 1 rood and 32 perches. Tfie area awaitiug settlement at the end of the year was 55,657 acres 
3 roods and 17'7 për(§ies, of which 16,372 acres 1 rood and 28 '5 perches, mostly situated ip Giritalane 
korale of Dewamedi hatpattu, await inspection. Two htinderd And fifty-foür notices under thq_ Waste 
Lands Ordinances, covering 29,285 acres and 25 "5 perches, are carried forward to 1918. Of these, one 
himdred and twenty-six, covering nearly 15,200 acres, await expjry or inquiry, three, covering nearly 
680 acres, await reference to court. And onO, covering over 234 acres, awaits adjudication in court ; the rest 
await sanction of settlements, demarcation of settlements, or preparation or publication of final orders.

28. Litigation.—^Thiee reference cases Were instituted during the year in the District Court of 
Kurunegala. In two of them. Viz., D. C. 6,506, concerning 3 acres 1 rood and 31 perches in Nungamuwa 
village of Udukaha korale east of Dambadeni hatpattu. And D. C. 6,545, concerning 6 acres 1 rood and 36 
perches in ïïenagahapitiÿa village of Hiniyama korate of the Elatugampola hatpattu, judgment was given 
for the Crown, with costs. The third case, viz., D. C. 6,737, which relates to 96 acres 3 roods and 
3 perches of Timbiripokuna village of Baladora korale of Dewamedi'hatpattu, was pending a t  the end of 
the year- At the instance of the Department the Attorney-General instituted D. 0. case 6,499 to obtain 
a declaration of Crovm title to 2 acres and 37 perches situated in Uturawala village of Meda pattu  west 
of JKatugampola hatpattu. In this case judgment was given for the Crovm, with costs. D. C. 6,496 
was a similar case, relating to '9 acres 2 roods and l l |  perches, situated in Kampurugoda village of the 
same pattu. This ease was amicably settled, the defendant paying the costs of the Crown. In D. G. 
6,017 the ptnchasèr from this Department of an area of 30 acres 2 roods and 10 perches, situated in 
WelpalJa v ^ g e  of Mayurawati korale of Dambadeni hatpattu, was sued in 191fi for title to the land by 
a private individual, and obtained the assistance of the Department to  prove that the land was Crown 
property on the daté of Sale. The case was decided on oath in favour of the defendant. In  C. R. cases

' 23,482 and 23,483 the Attorney-General was sued for title to two small areas aggregating 30* I perches, 
situated hi Galbodagama village of Udapola Otota korale of Dambadeni hatpattu. With the assistance

- of this Department these two cases Were settled amicably.
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29. Operatiojis of the Fear.-.n-I>ottui;tils.ma, village of Kutaaia PaUaw pattu  of Deroala hatpaft» 
Was inspected by Mt. Davies in Septenxber. The settlement of Kurdkeppitiyawa village of the same 
hatpattu was continued by him under the Waste Railds Otdittanees. Karawita^agafe village of Pitigal 
korale north was visited by me, ahd certain rersurveys were consecLuently applied for. J tn  l^tm alagare

a t thè end of the yeaf was 1,37? acfes and 1 rood. There was no litigation

NotiiB'CsiiïtrïiAï- PboVinob-.
30, Opérations of the Fe#f.-»•I'inal reports («1 sisty*two Villaê©s and on two topographically- 

surveyed forest areas Were forwarded. Of these villages, sigty are in Hnwaragam palata and two in 
Tam ah^duwa district. The two top0grapbicaUy*Surveyed ferest areas are Wuachchiya korale forest 
(part of topographical prelihiittary plan 2) and the proposed Taplankaduwa game sanctuary (part of 
topographical preliminary plan 6). paring the year Mr. Willett inspected 6,162 acres 26 perches on new 
block surveys and 60,496 acres 1 rood on new topographical surveys. The total area settled during the 
year Was 52,831 acres 28 perches, oí which 38,287 acres 3 roods 7 perches were dealt with on block 
survey plans and the remainder nn topographical plans. The area awaiting settlement a t the end of the 
year was 99,098 acres 2 roods 27'25 perches, and consists of (a) 19,858 acres 2 roods 30’25 pèrches of* 
block-surveyed villages and (c>) 79,239 acres 3 roods 37 perches of topographically-surveyed land. Of 
the former, 8,624 acres 2 roods 2 perches await inspection. • Rifty-two notices under the Waste Lands 
Ordiuances, cCvering 94,889-acres 1 rood 41 •26 perches, are carried forward to 1918, of which forty- 
seven, covering nearly 90,000 acres, await expiry, and two, covering nearly 4,400 acres, await inquiry. 
The remainder await only preparatjpn or publication of final ordera.

31, Xíííg«¡!iC%.*^Thére were no reference cases during the year. In January the Attorney-General 
instituted in the Anuradbapnra Ooürt of Reqnests^ a civil action (0, R. 8,812) to obtain a declaration of 
Crown title to an Ætea bf 1 acre 2 roods and lO perches situated in Kudaiiyagama village of Kiralawa 
korale of Kalagampalata^ iu order to  test the genuineness of a deonment alleged by the claimants to  he 
a S a i^ S a  and to cover about 80,000 acres, The Attorney-General sought and received the assistance 
of this Department before and at the trial of the uase. The Commissioner of Requests, Mr. G. W. 
Woodhouse, pronounced the document to be a forgery, and gave judgment for the Crown, with costs. 
No appeal was lodged by the defendants.

<
Dnovïtfûï! QW SaBARAGAJIWA.

(A) Jtatnapura District, .
32, Operations of the Fçar."-*The settlement of Dombagammana, Rlapata, and Demalâporuwa

villages of Nawadun korale and of Miyanawita village of AtakalaU-korâle wa$ completed'and final reports 
were forwarded. The area settled in this district during the peried under review was 3,970.acres 1 rood 
and 4 perches.^ The arèa awaiting settlement a t the end of the year was 47,179 acres 2'roods and 34 '5  
perches, of which 1,416 acres 2 roods and 26 perches await inspection. Twenty-one notices under t h e . 
Waste Lands Ordmances, covering 36,088 acres 2 roods and l2  perches, are carried forward to 1918. 
Of these, seventeen, covering Over 32,700 a^res, await expiry or inquiry, three, covering over 2,500 acres. 
aWait demaroation of settlements, and one, covering over 800 acres, awaits pnhhoationo| final orders; 
There Was no litigation. . . ^

(B) K e^a lta  D is tr ic t,
$3-. Opérationè of the Fear,-*-*The settlement of Walalgoda and Ÿatagama villages of KinigOda 

korale and of Muddanawa village of Galhoda korale was finished and final reports were forwarded. The 
Department settled 404 acres 2 roods and 1 perch during the period under review. The area awaiting 
settlement a t the end of the year was 3,894 aOres 3 roods and 9 perches. Eighteen notices under the Waste 
Lands Ordinances, covering 1,305 acres 2 roods and 20 perches, are carried forward to 1918. Of these, 
eleven, covering nearly 980 acres, await ot inquiry ; the rest await sanction of settlements or
preparation or publication of final orders, There was no litigation.

WnsTEEit Rhovîîtcb,
(A) Cdknnbo District,

34. Operations of the Fear.-r“The Only areas Under settlement by this Department are railway 
reservations along the Colombo-Kandy line, which are situated in sixty-three vifiages, and cover 758- 
acres 3 roods and 35-22 perches. An area of 285 acres, situated in twenty-eight of these vUlages,,was 
inspected in March by Mr. Willett, but, owing to the shortage ih th© staff of Assistant Settlement Officers  ̂
no further work could he done.

(B) Kalutara District, o
35. Operations of the Fear.-*-Twenty-f our villages in the Walallawiti pa ttu  of Pasdun korale west 

are under settlement. On Mr. Hodson’s departure these villages were transferred to the charge of 
Mr. Hampton. Settlement sales were continued and operations imder the Waste Lands Ordinances 
were begun. During the year 956 acres 2 roods and 24 perches were settled, The unsettled area a t the ’ 
end of the period under review was 17,958 acres 3 roods and 22 '5  perches. TwenCy-six notices under 
the Waste Lands Ordinances, covering 15,852 acres 1 rood and 17 perches, are carried forward to  1918. 
Of these, twenty-two, covering nearly 13,000 acres, await expiry or inquiry ; the rest aWaif only 
preparation or pubheation of final orders. There was no litigation.
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* . • (A) Mannar District.
36. Operations of tTie Year.—Final reports on teü villages and on one large foiest area, all now- 

covered by topographical preliminary plan 8 of the Northern Province, and now situated in Mahàddan 
east pattu of the Musah Division, were forwarded. These areas wete transferred from the North-Central 
Province, in which they had been surveyed and shown on topographical prehminary plan 2 of that Pro-vince, 
to the Northern Province by a Proclamation dated May 27, 1914, and pubhshed in the Government 
Gazette of May 29, 1914. The area settled during the year in this district was 905 acres and 20 perches. 
The area awaiting settlement a t the end of the year was 462 acres 1 rood and 25‘53 perches, situated 
partly in Mannar to-wn and partly in the area covered by Toddakkadu preliminary plan 3,710. Eleven 
notices under the Waste Lands Ordinances, covering 461 acres and 27 • 3433 perches, are carried forward 
to 1918. Of these, three, covering over 196 acres, await eXpirÿ- or inquiry ; the rest await sanction of 
settlements, demarcation of settlements, or preparation or publication of final Orders. There was no 
htigaljion.

(B) Mullaittivn District.
37. Operations of the Tear.-~-Th.e settlement on forest survey plans of thè areas required for the

constitution of Irasentirankulam and Tachchankulam forest reserves Was completed and final reports 
were forwarded. The settlement of the area required for Puvarasankulam forest reserve was completed, 
but the preparation of a final report awaits action under the Land Acquisition Ordihance, Which has 
to be taken by the Assistant Government Agent. Forest survey plans, covering an area of 39,225 acres, 
which are required for the constitution of Melkulam, Irampaikkifiam, Nainamadu, and Paràntan forest 
reserves, were-reeeived from the Surveyor-General during the year. These areas were inspected in August 
by Mr. Davies, -with the exception of the Parantan block, which covers 7,200 acres 2 roods and_26 perches, 
The Department settled during the year 18,017 acres 3 roods and 27 perches. The area awaiting settle-» 
ment a t the end, of the period under review was 39,225 acres. Three notices under the Waste Lands 
Ordinances, covering 32,024 aères 1 rood and 14 perches, are carried forward to 1918 ; aU of them await 
expiry. There was no litigation. •

CeNTEAl PeOViXCè .
<

(A) Kandy District.
38. Operations of the Tear.—Only two Villages', are under settlement, they  are Balana and 

Amunupura, both of Kandupalata kotale of Yatinuwara Di-vision, and situated on thè KadngapnâWa 
incline. The re-surveys, applied for in 1916, were received during the period under re-vjew. The area 
settled during the year was 63 acres 2 roods and ll*perchès. The area awaiting settlement a t the end 
of the year was 170 acres and 38 perches. There was no litigation

• (S) Maiale District.
39. '  Operations of the Year.-~~YinaX reports on Rajjamana village of Matale South Di-visjon and 

on the forest areas shown in topographical preliminary plans 3 and i  and in that part of topographical 
prehminary plan 1 which covers the proposed game sanctuary, all of Matale East Division, Wm» forwarded. 
Block survey plans of twenty villages, covering 7,846 acres 1 rood and 15 perches, of MataleNortìi Division, 
were received during the period under re-view from the Surveyor-General. These villages await inspection. 
One of them includes the Kirioruwa claim, mentioned in the last paragraph of my Administration Report 
for 1916. The area settled during the yeai was 27,256 acres and 8 pemhes, of which 27,158 acres were^ 
dealt with on Ijopographical survey plans, and the remainder on block survey plans. The area awaiting* 
settlement at the end of the year was 22,044 acres 2 roods and 4 perOhes, of which 12,143 acres 2 roods and 
8 perches are covered by topographical plans, and the remainder by block survey and other preliminary 
plans. Eleven notices under the Waste Lands Ordinances, covering 14,167 acres 3 foods and d* 8 perch, 
are carried forward to 1918. Of these, eight, covering over 9,000 acres, await inquiry ; the re$iaindef 
await sanction of settlements or demarcation of settlements. There was no litigation.

February 14,1918.
H, 0. FOX,  

Settlement Officer.

S(i)l8
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RI3P0RT.

I.—iNTHODtJCTORY.
The year 1917 is marked by an increase of the hicth-rate, the nüpxber of births recorded bejng 

the highest on record, while the biith-rate, i.e., proportion Of births to each 1,000 of the population, is the 
second highest on record, and is also marked by the fall ip the death+rate, which is the lowest known in 
the last deeennium. The excess of births over deaths is 70,586, and is the highest recorded, exceeding 
last year’s figure of 54,768, the highest figure before recorded, by 15*818. The figures in the tables may be 
regarded with confidence, except in the case of marriages, in which the figures afford no real guide to 
the total number of marriages occurring. The reason for this is that civU registration is not necessary 
to tbe vahdity of a union, and consequently the great majority of Hindu and Muhammadan marriages 
and a large number of Sinhalese marriages escape registration.

H.—population.
2. Estimated Population.—Exclusive of the mihtary and shipping, the population of Ceylon at 

the end of 1917 was 4,632,383, an increase of nearly 2 per cent, on the population at the end of the previous- 
year. During the year under review the natural increase, i.e., the excess of births over deaths, amounted 
to  70,586, while the number of arrivals of Indian coolies exceeded that of departures by 15,177. 278 
Europeans left the Island with the knowledge of the Military authorities during the year for war service. 
The total number who so left since tbe war began is 956. No record exists of those who left without the 
knowledge of the Military authorities. The population iS estimated by adding to the population of the 
previous year the excess of births over deaths and of arrivals over departures, except in the Case of 
principal towns, for which the estimate is based on the intercensal increase. Table I, m the Ajq>endix 
gives the population of the Island for each year from 1867.

3.,, Constitution of the Populatiop.̂ The various races of the population in round numbers and the 
percentage of each to the total population are shown below

Race.

Tamils 
Moors 
Burghers 
Malays 
Europeans 
“ Others” .

4. Growth of the Population.—In 1871* the year in which the first regular Censua was taken in 
Ceylon, the population was estimated at 2,400,380, exclusive of the military and shipping. The population 
has been steatWy growing since then, and in 1911* the year of the last Census, it was 4,106,350, an increase 
of 71 per cent, on the population of forty years ago, The increase in each of the four intercensal periods 
was 14’ 9, 9' 0 ,18’ 6, and 15' 1. The population a t the end of 1917 showed an increase of nearly 13 per 
cent, on that^f 1911. At this rate the population at the next Census should show an increase of about 
19 per cent, on the population at the last Census.

5. Estate Population.—’The^estimated estate population in -thé middle of 1917 was 776,29fi, 
chiefly immigrant coolies from India and their descendants. I t  comprised 422,116 males and 354,180 
females, and was constituted as shown below

Number. Teroentàge of the 
Total Population,

1,865,906 4 0 3
1,085,200 23-4
1,338,100 . .  28-9

276,650 . .  5-9
28,750 -6
14,000 •3

7,200 •2
16,600 , .  -4

Moors 
Malay» 

Others ”

5,529
1,222
4,245

Europeans .. -  2,330* [
Burghers and Eurasians 1,655 |
Sinhalese .. ' 37,935. !
Tamils • • 723,380 j

The estate population in the year uhder review represents nearly one-sixth of the entire population 
of the Island ; a t the Census of 1911 it was only one-eighth. The increase is mainly due to immigration, 
the excess of arrivals over departures Of Ihdian coolies between 1911 and 1917 being nearly 277,700.

6. Urban Population.—In the 33 principal towns in the Island the population estimated to the 
middle of 1917 Was, in round numbers* 618,300. The city of Colombo alone contained about 268,000, or 
a httle more than 40 per cent, of the total urban poptilation. The next most populous town is Jafeia, 
which has a population of about 45,000. Most of the towns contain a population of above 5,000. each, 
while one, viz., Lunugala, in the Provmce of Uva, has a population of less than 1,000.

IIL^MARRIAGÈS.
■ 7. Island Mairiage-raie.—^Marriages in Ceylon are governed by three separate Ordinances : one 

relating ^o the Kandyans, another to the Muhammadans, and a third to  the general commmiity. Though 
it is open to the Kandyans to marry under the General Marriage Ordmance, only a very few avail them­
selves of the provision. 25,201 marriages (18,865 general and 6,336 Kandyan) were registered in 1917, 
corresponding to a rate of 11’8 per 1,000 of the population at all ages, exclusive of the Muhammadans. 
This rate, though ' 2 lower than in 1916, was equal to the average rate (ll* 7) in the decade 1907-1916.

8. Racial Marriage-rates,—̂The number of marriages and the rates relatmg to the various races', 
exclusive of Muhammadans, are given in Table I I . These figures are based solely on the registered 
marriages, and take no account of the unre^tered unions contracted according to custom and religion ; 
of such unions (which are equally binding iu law as registered unions) there is an appreciable number

* Inclusive of Europeans who left on war service.
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taking place every year, especially among the Tamils—a circumstance which accounts for the low 
marriage-rate (4’ 7) in that community. The Burgher marriage-rate (15‘ 5) is the highest, b^ing • 9 af)Ote 
that of 1916. The Sinhalese rate (14’ 9) is the same as in 1916, and is • 6 above the average. The 
European marriage-rate, which is usually the highest in the Island, has fallen considerably during the 
year under review, the rate being 12' 2, as against 30' 3 in 1916, and an average of 27’ 1 for the period 
1907-1916. This extraordinary decrease is ho doubt due to the effects of the great wat in Europe, which 
has called many bachelors to active service. In England and Wales, too, there was a fall in the marriage- 
rate in 1916. In Ceylon there were only 47 marriages of Europeans registered in 1917, being less than half 
the average number registered in tbe decade 1907-1916, though in the preceding three years the number 
of marriages was above the average, the figures being 106 for 1914,108 for 1915, and 115 for 1916. The 
marriage-rates shown above for the various races are calculated on the persons married per 1,000 of the 
population, and are fairly reliable in Comparing the same community for successive years; but in 
comparing different communities, the more accurate method is to calculate the marriage-rate on the 
number of bachelors, spinsters, divorced persons, widowers, and widows living at marriageable ages. The 
rates thus calculated are 22 for Europeans, 46 for Burghers, 55 for Sinhalese, 20 for Tamils, and 45 for 
“ All Races,” exclusive of Muhamuradans-

9. Seasonal Distribution of Marriages,—During the year the largest number of mairiages, viz., 
7,014, was registered in the  third (juarter, the fourth quarter coming next with 6,734 marriages. The 
smallest nunAer (5,302) was registered in the second quarter as usual. 45 per cent, of the marriages 
were registered in the first half of the year- In 1916 the first quarter recorded the highest number (7,146), 
and was followed by the fourth with 6,466. The least number of marriages was in the second quarter.

10. Mixed Marriages.—179 mixed marriages were registered in 1917, as against 166 in the previous 
year, and an average of 149 for the preceding ten years. Two Europeans married Burghers, one married 
a Sinhalese, and one a Tamil. Sixty«four marriages were between Bjirghers and Sinhalese, 13 between 
Burghers and TamUs, and 74 between Sinhalese and Tamils. Other mixed marriages numbered 24. ,

11. General Marriages.—^The number of general marriages (t.e., marriages other than among 
Kandyans and Muhammadans) recorded in the year was 18,865, an increase of 25 over the number in 
1916. This corresponds to a ra tè^ f 11‘9 per 1,000 of tife population, exclusive of Kandyans and 
Muhammadans. There has been a steady increase in the general marriage-rate during the past decade. 
Detailed statistics will be found in TafilOs V ll. and VIII.

12. Kandyan Marriages.—6,336 Kandyan marriages were registered in 1917, showing an increase 
of 207 on that of the previous year. Mere than half the marriages were registered in the North-Western 
Province and the Province of Sabaragamuwa. The Kandyans are, as a rule, indifierent to registration,^ 
and seldom register their marriages, except under pressure from Government officials. There is, therefore, 
a fluctuation in the Kandyan marriage-rate, as will be seen from Tables V. and VI. in the Appendix, 
which give detailed statistics of Kandyan marriages.

13. Muhammadan Marriages,—l'ïbese marriages are registered under Ordinance No. 8 of 1886,
as amended by Ordinance No. 2 of R ^ s tra tio n  not being essential to the validity of a Muham­
madan mamage is seldom resorted t©j «kOept by the more enlightened section. The number of marriages 
registered in 1917 Was only 879, corresponwûg tq  a rate of 5‘ 5 per mille of the Muhammadan population, 
against 5* 1 in 1916. There has been hwdly any improvement in the rate during the last six years. 
Batticaloa District, which contains the largest Muhammadan population, shows as low a rate as '9 . 
Colombo District, which has the next largest number of Muhammadans, shows a satisfactory rate (12‘ 3). 
Jaffna leads with a rate of 44, and is followed by Puttalam with 24‘ 4. In  the Districts of Mannar, 
Trincomalee, Chilaw, Anuradhapuïa, qnd KegaUa there were no registrations during t]je year. For 
detailed statistics see Table IX.

14. First Marriages and Re-MaWiages.—Of the 18,865 marriages registered during the year 
under the General Marriage Ordinance, 16,200 or 85- 9 per cent, were between bachelors and spinsters, 
452 or 2* 4 per cent, between bachelors âûd widows, 1,797 or 9’ 5 per cent, between widowers and spinsters, 
and 325 or 1 '7 per cent, between WidoWets and widows. There were 40 marriages between divorced 
men and spinsters, 32 between bachelors and divorced women, 9 between divorced men and widows, 
8 between divorced women and widowers, and 2 between divorced men and divorced women. The total 
number of bachelors (including divorced men) married during the year was 16,735, of spinsters (including 
divorced women) 18,079, of widowers 2,1^0, and of widows 786. Among the Kandyans, 6,336 marriages 
were registered, of which 5,049 or 79* 7 per cent, were between bachelors and spinsters, 168 or 2* 7 per 
cent, between bachelors and widows, 624 or 9* 8 per cent, between widowers and spinsters, 166 or 
2* 6 per cent, between widowers and wi4ows, 163 or 2* 6 per cent, between divorced men and spinsters, 
and 98 or 1* 6 per cent, between bachelors apd divorced women. Fourteen marriages were between 
divorced men and widows, 41 between Widowers and divorced women, and 13 betweeil divorced 
men and divorced women. Marriages of Spinsters both in the general and Kandyan communities out­
number those of bachelors, while those of widowers outnumber those of widows. Of tbe men married 
under the General Marriage Ordinance, 11* 3 per cent, were widowers, b u t of tbe women only 4* 2 per 
cent, were widows. In tbe Kandyan community tbe percentages were 13* 1 and 5* 5, respectively.

15. Age at Marriage.—^Aipong the general community, the mean' jnale age a t marriage was 27* 0 as 
against 27* 2 in 1916, and for females 20* 6 as against 20* 8 m the previous year. Among the Kandyans, 
the mean age at marriage for males was 26* 2 and for females 19* 5, as against 26* 5 and 19*6 respectively 
in 1916. The highest age a t marriage in 1917 in the general community for males was 80 years and for 
females 57 years, and among the Kandyans for males 65 years and for females 50 years. The lowest age 
a t marriage in the general community as well as in the Kandyan was 16 for males, whüe for females i t  was 
12 in the general community and 13 in the Kandyan. The mean and maximum ages «are probably 
misleading, for in many cases the parties would appear to have contracted marriages according to their 
religious customs and lived together as husband and wife for years before registering»their marriages.

16. Divorce.—^Divorces among the general community are granted by the District Courts, and 
among the Kandyans by the Government Agents and their Assistants. Among the Kandyans the 
number of divorces granted this year was 653, and is equal to 10* 3 per cent, of the registered marriages, 
a  rate nearly 34 times as large as that in the general community (* 33 per cent.). The total number of
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■divorces pronounced in the several District Courts of the Island in 1917 iviis 63, against 18,863 general 
marriages registered in the year. I t  •svOuld thus appear that the Kandyans are more anxious to escape 
from the bonds of matrimony than the other sections of the population, excepting, perhaps, tho Muhanr- 
madans, of whose divorces there are no statistics. This is explained fey the greater facilities the Kandyans 
have under the law for obtaining divorce : ambng the Kandyans divorces are obtainable, among other 
reasons, by mutual consent or on the ground of inability to live happily together, and need leave no stain 
on the character of the divorced woman. Table VI. gives detailed statistics of Kandyan divorces.

17. Literacy.—Of the men in the general community who married daring the year, 17 per cent., 
and of the women, 55 per çent., were unable to sign the register ■with their names. Thé relative frequency 
of the use of the mark by men in the districts varied from 28' 3 in Hambantota to 6' 7 in Jaffna, while 
that hy women varied from 88' 8 in Hambantpta to 40 • 8 in Colombo. Among the Kandyans who usually 
show a higher proportion of illiterates than , the persons in the general coinmunityj 26 per cent, of the 
men and 89 per cent, of the women were unable to sign their names in the register. l ’or detailed statistics 
see Tables V.-VD.

’ 18. Registered Buildings,'—At the end of 1917 there existed 878 building? registered for snlemnh 
zation of Christian marriages, as against 873 at the end of 1916. Five new buildings were registered in 
the course of the year. Details of registered buildings will be .found in Table X.

IV.^BIETHS.
19. Island Births and Birth-rate.—^The births registered during the year 1917 numbered 183,975, 

the largest number ever recorded in Ceylon in a single year. I t  represents a rate of 40' 1 per 1,000 persons 
living, and is the second highest rate on record, being • 9 below that of 1908, which was the highest. The 
average birth-rate of Ceylon compares very favourably with that of other tropical countries, and is 
considerably higher than the average rate obtaining in England and Wales.

20. Racial Birth-rates.—Statistics of births according to race will be found in Tables II., X l., and
XII. The rate for each race was not only higher than the average of -the decade 1907-1916, bu t waS 
also higher than that of the preceding year. The highest birth-rate (47) was, as usual, among the Malays, 
and the lowest (28) among the Europeans, Though, compared with the other principal races of the Island, 
the Europeans showa considerably low birth-rate, their average birth-rate (22*4) in the decade 1907-1916" 
does not compare unfavourably'with the average fate (24‘ 3) in England and Wales during the same 
period. The birih-rate of the Sinhalese was 43, of the Moors 38, of the Burghers 35, and ôf the Tamils 34. 
These are crude rates, and are but an imperfect measure of the fertility of the various races, us no account 
is taken of the varying constitution of the different sections of the population. The better test would be 
’to calculate the number of births per 1,000 of the female population of concCptive ages. The ratealhus 
calculated for Ceylon for 1917 are -

Europeans . .  . .  115 MoorS . .  •. 191
Burghers . .  . .  145 Malays . .  • • 234
Sinhalese . .  . .  209 “ Others ” . .  . .  235
Tamils . .  . .  l39 “ All Races” . .  186

21. Provincial and District Births.—North+Central Province recorded the highest rate  (51*9), 
as against 41-7 in 1916 ; and Western pro^vince the lowest (37*9), as against 35 •2- in 1916. ÀU the 
Pro'vinces show higher birth-rates in the year under re^vieiv than the average rates in the decade 1907-1916. 
Compared with the rates in 1916, the birth-rates in the Northern, and .the Eastern Provinces (chiefly 
inhabited by indigenous Tamils) and the PrO’vince of Uva shoW a decline ; thé other pro-viaces show ■ 
improved rates, varying from 10’2 per 1,000 in the North-Central to *3 in the Southern Province. Of 
the districts,’ Anuradhapura, which is conterminous ■with the North-Central Province, leads ■with a 
birth-rate of 51'9, foUowed by Ratnapura ivith a rate of 50‘7 and Trinoomalee with a  rate of 48’2 per 
mille. Sixteen districts recorded rates above 40. Puttalam District "With a rate of 35’2, though last 
in order, shows a marked improvement both on the average rate Of the preceding decettnium (29‘1) 
and that of last year (29 -0). For detailed statistics see Tables III., IV., XI.-XV.

22. Estate Births.—The total number of births reported from the estates amounted to 25,030. 
Of these, 65 were of Europeans, 85 of Burghers, 1,039 of Sinhalese, 23,346 of Tamils', 226 of Moors, 61 of 
Malays, and 208 of “ Others. ” These figures correspond to a rate of 49 • 3 per mille of the estate population, 
an increase of 6 ’7 over that of the previous year. The rate ranged from 65*0in the estates of Ratnapura 
to 34 "4 in those of Knrunegala. 'These rates are calculated on the estate population a t  the Census of 
1911, and not on the estimated population a t  the middle Uf the year as .worked out for the Island, the 
Pro^vinces, the districts, and the $3 priucipal towns. This method is resorted to, as statistics of immigrants 
to, and emigrants from, the various estates are not available in this office. Hence these rates which 
are thus calculated on a low population are necessarily higher than the actual rates. For detailed 
statistics see Tables XVI. and XVII.

23. Urban Births.— T̂he number of births registered in the 33 principal towns was 17,290, of 
which 8,804 were males and 8,486 were females. These figures correspond to  an annual birth-rate of 28 ■ 0 
per 1,0(K), as against 27’5 in the previous year. Compared -with the birth-rate of the Island (40’1), the 
urban rate is distinctly low. This is mainly due to the smaller proportion of females in the to'wns. The 
highest birth-rate- (55'3) was in MuUaittivu, and the lowest (15’1) in Nuwara Eliya. The number of 
births registered in the city of Colombo Was 5,854, and corresponded to a rate of 2l • 9 per mille, as against 
21 ‘4 in 2)916. Detailed statistics will be found in Table XVIII.

24. Seasonal'Birth-rates.—The birth-rate of Ceylon, which is usually highest in the first quarter 
of the year, has in the year under review changed, and was highest in the fourth quarter, which records 
a  rate of 44'3. The lowest birth-rate, as usual, was recorder in the third quarter of the year. Below 
are given the birth-rates of Ceylon for each quarter and the corresponding average for the period 
1907-1916:— ' a

■ 1917. Average, 1907-1916.
F irst Quarter. .. ' . .  .. 43 • I  .. 41*7
Second Quarter . .  . . .  . .  37’4 . .  37•!
Third Quarter .. , .  .. 35‘9 . .  34‘1
Fourth Quarter .. .. 44’2 .. 37‘8
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25. Sex Proportion at Birtb.—Oí the 183,975 births registered i» the year, 93,784 were of males 
and 90,191 were of femaleSi the former being to  the latter in thô proportion oí 1,040 to 1,000. In  1910 
the J>roportjOn of Jnale to  female births was higher, being 1,051 to 1,000. In  England and Wales 
the proportion in 1916 wa$ 1,049 to 1,000, and supports the old idea th a t war conditions lead to male 
conceptions, it being the highest proportion recorded during the last fifty years.

26. plural Births.—̂3,018 twins, 27 triplets, and 4 quadruplets were born in 1917. The proportion 
of plúral births per 1,000 of aU births was H  • 1, as against 13 • 8 in 1916.

27. Stillbirths.—-Stillbirths which are registered only in the 33 principal towns in the Island- 
numbered 1,231 (67l males and 660 females), as against 1,100 in the previous year {vide, Table XVIII.).

V.—HEATBfô.
28. Island Deaths.^The deaths of 113,389 persons were registered in Ceylon during 1917, 57,812 

of these being males and 55,577 females. The proportion of deaths to  1,000 persons hving was 24'7, 
as against 26- 8 in the previ,0us year.

' 29. Racial Deaths.—^The deaths among the various races in  1917 and 1916 and their respective 
rates will be found in Table II., in which the average rates for the period 1907-1916 are-also shown. 
Excluding the miscellaneous class Others,” the death-rate among the Moors and Malays was the highest,, 
each of whom recorded a rate of 38*7. The lowest rate was among the Europeans, viz., 10 per mUle. 
Thes0 are crude rates, which express the proportion of deaths from all causes to each 1,000 of the 
population a t all ages. But the more reliable test for comparison of the mortality of one race with 
another is the "“ standardized rate,” which shows the rates which would have obtained had the age-and. 
sex-COnstitution of the population Of each race been similar to that of Ceylon as a  whole in the Census of 
1911. The rates thus standardized for 1917 and 1916 are shown below :—

1917. 1916. 1917. 1916.
Europeans . .  10’7 . .  13-1 Tamils . .  -30’6 . .  3 2 1
Burghers •• 20‘5 . .  22’4 Moors . .  30*2 .. 30‘3
Sinhalese . .  22-‘9 . .  25’6 Malays . .  29*S . .  33‘0

30. Provincial and District Deaths.—The-death-rate in 1917 in the Provinces ranged from 23 •! 
in tbejWesterU to 35’0 in the Province of tjva. The only Province in which the mortahty exceeded the 
average rate (1907-1916) and that Of the previous year was the Eastern, which, next to the Province of 
Uva, Was the unhealthiest. The lowest rate in the districts was 17’6 in Chilaw, as in the previous year. 
The second lowest rate was 19 in Negomho District. The unhealthiest district, as in the previous year,, 
was Mannar, where the rate was 47’8, Batticaloa comes next with a rate of 35’5. The death-rate 
in most of the districts was lower in 1917 than the corresponding decennial average rate and the rate in ' 
the previous year. Detailed statistics will be found in Tables III., IV., and XII.-XV.

31. Estate Deaths.-*—The total number of deaths reported from estates during the year was
19,098, 11 of these being of Europpans, 18 of Brnghers, 543 of Sinhalese, 18,194 of Tamils, 157 of Moors, 
19 of Malays, and 156 of “ Others.” The çrude estate death-rate was 37*6 per mille, as compared with 
a  rate of 38’4 in  1915and24’7 the Island death-rate. The estates contain a relatively small proportion, 
of the very young and very old, aUd the standardized death-rate is 40’3, i.$., had the sex- and age- 
constitution of the estate communities been the same as that of the Island as a Whole, the recorded rate 
would have been 46’3 per mille, against 4 l ‘3 in I9l6. Mortality in the year was highest in,the estates 
of Matara, where the crudefate was 88 • 1, and lowest in KegaUa, where the rate was 20’ 1. Judging also 
from the rates of the previous years, Kegalla appears to be the healthiest as regards the estate population. 
These rates may he higher than the actual rates for reason stated in paragraph 22. For detailed statistics 
æe Tables XVl. and XVII. ‘

32. Urban Deaths.—*-18,043 deaths were registered in the 33 principal towns proclaimed under 
sections 31-30 of the Ordinance No. 1 of 1805. There wero 14,672 deaths of residents in towns equivalent 
to a standardized rate of 25 • 9 per 1,000, against 28 • 0 in 1916. The urban deatb-rate exceeded tbe Island 
rate by 1 ’2 during the year under review. In  tbe towns the lowest standardized death-rate was in. 
Nuwara Eliya (8’5), followed by iCogalla (17’2), and the highest rate (44’7) was in Nawalapitiya. The 
high mortahty of NaWalapitiya compared with the previous year has been chiefiy due to a large number 
of hopeless cases having been admitted to  hospital from estates during the latter half of 1917. In  t b e  
city of Colombo the deaths of residents numbered 5,553, and corresponded to a  rate of 24’1 per 1,000, 
as against 27’8 in 1916. The subjoined table gives the Oiandardized death-rates in descending order :—

(. Nawalapitiya . .  44-7 MaûUar . .  29'4 Galle . .  25 •!
Battiealoa ..  42 '3  Kurunegala . .  29'3 Vavuiiiya . .  24-1
Mullaittivu . .  36-6 Negpmbo . ,  28-8 Colombo . .  24-1
Puttalam ..  36'5 Jaiîùa . ,  27’4 Chilaw . .  21*7
Anuradhapura . .  36'3 Kalntara . .  27'1 PanadUre . .  19'2
Mpratuwa ..  35-1 ' Trincomalee . .  26'2 Weiigama . .  18'8
Hambantota . .  32’9 Kandy .• 26'1 Tangalla . .  18 ’5

' Matale . .  32’6 Matara . .  25’7 Kegalla . .  17 ’2
Qampola . .  31'3  Ratnapura . .  25’2 Nuwara Eliya . .  8 ’5
Badiilla . .  SO’2 Hatton and Dikoya 25’"2 '■

33. Seasonal Influence on Mortality.-—The death-rate of the Island for each quarter in 1917 and
the average of the corresponding quarters in the period 1907-1916  a re  given below. I t  Will be seen 
therefrom that the health of the Island as a whole is a t its best in the second quarter of the year, and. 
gradually declines in the third and the fourth quarters. The first quarter of the year, judged by the 
death-rate and the decennial average rate, is generally the unhealthiest, probably due to the variations 
in temperature between December and February. « ,

Deatb-rate in Ceylon.

M rst Q uarter
19 1 7 . 
2 6 ’ 5

Second Q uarter . . .  . 2 3 ’ 5
T hird Q uarter . . .  . 2 3 ’ 9
F ourth  Q uarter . . * * « • 2 5 -2

Average, 1907-1916. 
34-8 
2 8 ’2  
2 8 ’ 5
28'7
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34. Ages at Death.*-Of the 113,389 persons whose deaths were registered in 1917,51,214 or 45 '2  
per cent, were children less than 5 years old, 43,481 or 38'3 per cent. Were persons between 5 and 65 
years, and 18,595 or 16 per cent, were persons over 55 years. In 99 instances the age a t death Was not 
specified. Compared with the figures of the previous year, deaths under 5 years are less by 441, those 
between 6 and 55 years by 4,684, and those a t ages 65 and over, by 1,674. Thus, the decreaSO in tho 
year now under review is not limited to any one of these three large age groups, but is common to them 
all. Deaths of reputed centenarians numbered 225 (192 Sinhalese, 15 Tamils, 16 Moors, 1 Malay, and 
1 “ Other ”), as against 223 in 1916. These figures are not reliable, as the tendency among the ignorant 
classes is to exaggerate the ages of old people when they do not hnow'the real age.

, 35. Infant Mortality.̂ Of the total deaths registered during the year, 31,977 or 28*2 per cent- 
were of children under 1 year of age, corresponding to  a mortality rate of 174 per 1,000 births registered. 
This rate was 20 per 1,000 below the average in the preceding decennium, and 10 per 1,000 below that 
for 1916. 16,070 or slightly above half the number died within the first week of birth, 9,587 within 3 
months, and 6,320 between the ages of 3 and 12 months. I t  Will be seen from the aboVe th a t the 
infant mortahty is not spread equally in the first year of life, but falls most severely on the first week, 
and then the liability to perish, decreases. The number of deaths in each of the four age groups between 
1 and 5 is as follows : 5,667, 5,513, 4,984, and 3,073. The following table gives a c lashed  statement 
of the deaths of children under 1 year and under 5 years according to  se:  ̂from 1912

Number of Beaths.

Total
Buths.

Total 
Beaths 
at all 
Ages.

Mortality 
of Infants 
Under 1 
Year to 

1,000 
Births 

registered.

Deaths 
imder 

5 Years 
per 1,000 
Beaths 
at all 
Ages,

Beaths 
under 

5 Years 
per 1,000 
BersOns 
living in 
tjhei^e 
Period. 
O-r-5.

Under 
1 Week.

Between 
1 Week 
and 3 

Months.

Between 
SMonths 

and 
1 Year.

Total 
Under 

1 Year,

Total 
under 

5 Years.

(Male 7,408 4,628 3,683 15,619 26,947 70,805 68,528 220-6 393-2 85-5
■ |jFemale 6,305 4,086 3,684 14,075 26.9V7 67,497 65,865 208-6 408-7 89-9

f Male 8,194 4,912 3,199 16,305 25,660 83.112 60,781 196-2 422-2 80-1
■(Female 6,960 4,340 3,217 14,517 25,205 79,715 59,227 182-1 425-6 82-8

?Male 8.740 5,284 4,079 18,103 28,587 82,653 68,819 219-0 415-4 88-6
■(Female 7,071 4,986 4,321 16,378 28,313 79,524 68,012 205-9 416-S 92-4

(Male 7,525 4,202 2,897 14,624 22,585 82,591 65,793 177-1 404-8 68-3
■ (Female 6,164 3,817 2,953 12,934 22,015 78,359 54,025 155-1 407-6 7 0 1

(Male 8,546 4,979 3,596 17,l20 26,178 89,648 51,160 190-9 428-1 76-9
■ (Female 7,057 4,390 3,661 15,008 26,477 85,282 59,012 175-9 431-7 78-8
(Male 8,083 4,781 3,491 18,354 25,991 81,762 63,014 200-8 412-8 79-9
(Female 6,711 4,324 3,547 14,582 25,585 78,075 61,226 187-5 417-9 82-8
(Male 8,826 6,160 3,244 17,230 26,236 93,784 67,812 183-7 463-8 75-3

■ (Female 7,244 4.427 3.076 14,747 24,978 90,191 65,577 163-5 449-4 75-5

1912

1913

1916

1917

Principal causes of deaths of children under 1 year jtnd the npmbei attributed to each

3 Months Over 3 Months 3 Months Over 3 Montjis
and and under Total. and and under Total.

0 under. 1 Year. under. 1 Year.
Con-vulsions . .  7,544 . .  2,163 .. 9,-707 Enteritis 48 109 ,. 157
Tetanus . .  127 2 . . 129 Debility 5,728 .. 436 .. 6,164
Diarrhoea . .  132 . .  341 .. 473 Premature Birth .. •— .. 1,591
Bronchitis . .  126 . .  115 . . 241 Diseases of the Integu­

9,154Pneumoiua . .  131 , .  30$ .. '439 mentary System —

Convulsions take the first place, diseases of the integumentary system dome nett, followed by 
debility, premature birth-, diarrhoea, andpneumoma. Most of the deaths included in the general heading 
“ Diseases of the Iptegumentary System having been registered by jpural registrars, the figures relating 
thereto cannot be accepted aS correct.

36 A. Infant Mortality by Raee.-^LeaVing out the miscellaneous class “ Others,” the highest 
infant mortality, 228 per 1,000 births, was among the Tamils. The mortality among the Moors followed 
with 224. The lowest rate (46) Was among the Europeans, and was an  improvement on the previous 
year. This rate is low compared with the infant mortality rate (91) in E r ra n d  and Wales during 1916. 
The remarkably few infant mortahty in Ceylon is, no doubt, in part due to  the fact that the majority of 
Europeans in Ceylon belong to the fairW well-to-do and educated classes. The infant mortality among 
the Burghers was 148, among the Sinhalese 150, and among the Malays 169.

35 B. Infant Mortality in Estates.—The principal causes of infant mbrtahtyin estates in 1917 
were as follows

3 Months Ovar 3 Moatbs 3 Months Over 3 Months
) and

under.
and under 
1 Year.

Total. and
under.

and under 
1 Year.

Total.

Convulsions 956 . . 204 . . 1,170 Pneumonia 57 87 . . 124
Tetanus 4 . . —• 4 Enteritis 1 7 . . 8
Diarrhoea , 26 . 63 . . 89 Debility . .  2,872 . 232 . . 3,104
Bronchitis 4 43 . 46 . . 88 1Premature Birth —  . . 570

It will he seen from the above that debility, as usual, claimed the largest number of victims in
estates, 1 out Of every 8 children bom dying as a result of it. The rate of mortabty in estates was 219 
per 1,000 births registered, and Was higher than the Island rate. I t  ranged from 307 in the estates of
Matam to 16 6  in tliose of K ega ll».
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35 c. Infant Mortality in the Principal Tpwns.-^The chief causes of infant mortality in the 33

1 Week 
and under.

Over 1 Week 1 Week 
and under.

Over 1 Week
t

and under 
1 Year.

Total. and under 
1 Year.

Total.

Prematurity 389 55 .. 444 Tetanus «1 39 , . 129
Debijity 694 593 ,. 1,187 Bronchitis 8 133 . . 141
Convulsions 341 . 827 .. 1,168 Pneumonia 3 . .  286 . . 289
DiaRrhoea 3 ' . 118 .. 121 Other Causes 65 . .  341 .. 396
Enteritis 3 . 160 163

In  the towRs debility ati4 convulsions òlaim the largest number of victifns. The number of children 
dying within the first week of life ifi the urban ftteas is more than half the total number d3dng in the 
remaining 51 weeks. The rate of mortality of children under I year was 23$ per 1,000 births registered, 
and exceeds both the Island and the estates rates. This would show that the disadvantages of insanitary 
and congested surroundfiigs of the town afiect infant life more than in  the country, in spite of the easy 
medical aid and other ad.vantages obtainable in the former. The rate ranged from 419 per 1,000 births 
in fla tten  and D&oya to  101 in Kegalla. In Jhe city of Colombo the  deaths of infants under 1 year 
numbered 1,477, apd corresponded to a rate of 262 per 1,000 births, as against 234 in 1916.

36. Sex proportion at Death.—Of the 113,389 deaths registered during the year, 57,812 were of 
males and 55,577 of females. The death-rate per 1,000 persons living was 23’8 for males-and 25 "7 for 
females, the rate per 1,000 persons of either sex being 24* 7. The proportion of male deaths to female 
deaths was as 1,040 to 1,000-, and this high proportion is dne to thefac t th a t there are more males than 
females in Deylon. At each age group the mortality rate among the females was higher than among 
the paales, with th6 exception of the age group 45 to 55, in which alone the male mortality exceeded the 
female. Tables XXI.—X X III. give detefied statistics.

37. Proportion of Deaths to Births.-r-Mannar was the only district in the Island where the deaths 
exceeded th© births in 1917. Negoipbo, Chilaw, ¿nd Kegalla, as usual, recorded more than twice as 
many births as thère were deaths.

Vt—ddUSES OF DEATHS'.
38. General.— T̂he, classification of causes of deaths according to the BertiUon index of diseases 

Was adopted in Ceylon for the first time in 1911, This system, which is convenient for purposes of 
comparison and fOr establishing uniformity of statistical method, is employed in many of the countries 
in Europe and America, and in Australia and New Zealand. The same degree of accuracy cannot be 
had with regard to the classification of causes of deaths in Ceylon as in European and American countries, 
for the reason thaf in Ceylon generally deaths are Registered on information supplied by persons entirely 
ignorant of the Western system of medicine, and the causes are either vaguely or indefinitely stated. 
But in the pfincipal towns and estates the causesare certified by qualified medical men, or are ascertained 
after inquiry and inspection by the town registrars, who are themselves qualified medicài practitioners. 
Detailed statistics WUI be found in Tables XXV.-XKXI. in the Appendix.

39. Prineipal Causes of Deaths.— T̂he principal causes of deaths in 1917, exclusive of diseases of 
infancy, were fever (including enteric, malaria, and pyreXia), diarrhoea, diseases (undefined) of the skin, 
pneumonia, rickets, tuberculosis, anæmia> und dysentery. 417 fatal cases of enteric fever were reported, 
as against 541 in 1916. To malaria and makrial cachexia were attributed 1,277 deaths, as against 1,881 
in 1916. The number of deaths assigped to pyrexia (a term akin to fever) was 15,022, as « gainst 18,767 
in 1916. There Were 13,659 deaths from convulsions, as against 14,455 in 1916. Diarrhœa claimed 
10,174 victims, being Oil less than the number registered in the previous year. 5,005 deaths were due 
to pUeumonia, 4,870 to rickets, 3,706 to anaemia, 8,059 to dysentery, 21 to  smallpox, 98 to leprosy, 60 
to rabies (hy<Kophobia), and 17 to appendicitis. There Were 1,839 deaths due to  puerperal septicaemia, 
being 294 less than in 1916. Deaths due to old âge numbered 3,869, an increase of 5 over that of the 
previous year. Plague accounted for 211 deaths, as against 286 in l9l6. Deaths ascribed to all forms 
of tuberculosis numbered 4,112, as against 4,271 in 1916, shewing a decrease of 159. Deaths from 
phthisis alone amounted to 3,768, an improvement on the number 3,932 in 1916. 2,639 deaths were 
due to anchylostomiasis, as against 2,505 in 1916. 421 deaths were registered from cancer, the same 
number as in the previous year. The extent to whiph certain diseases are prevalent cannot be accurately 
giuged from the number of fatal cases. A fair idea can, however, be Obtained from the number of cases 
which have come under treatment in the several Government hospitals in the Island. Figures under 
five selected causes, for which I  am indebted to the Principal Civil Medical Officer, are given below

Number of Cases treated Number of Deaths
Name of Disease. in Government Hospitals registered in

in 1917. Ceylon in 1917.
Anchylostomiasis 8,617 2,639
Appendicitis 180 17
Malaria 6,940 841
Malarial Cachexia 2,199 436
Parangi . .  . , 6,361 59

40. Anchylostomiasis (106).—^Deaths registered as due to aUchylostomiasis corresponded to a 
rate of 575 per million persons living, as against 559 in 1916. The highest mortality rates from this cause 
were in the Districts of BaduUa, I^ndy, Matale, Nuwara EHya, Ratnapura, Elalutara, Kegalla, Gallo, 
and Matara, where the estate population is large. Mannar is the only district in the Islifnd which did 
not register any deaths from this cause. There was an increase of 643 deaths oVer the average, and 
134 deaths over the number registered in the previous year. “ I t  is a disease dud to minute parasites 
in the intestines, the ova being passed in millions with the fœces, and the larvæ finding their way into 
the springs and streams and through drinking water into the human intestines, whete they reach 
maturity, and, as full-grown parasites, suck the patients’ blood.” I t  is a more insidious and dangerous 
enemy than cholera, and it is to be hoped that the campaign now organized will soon combat this disease.
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41. Appendicitis (108).— T̂he deaths of 17 persons were classified tiiider this cause in 1917 
(1 European, 1 Burgher, 8 Sinhalese, 6 Tamils, and 1 “ Other”), as against 13 in  1916 and an average 
of l l .  Whether the deaths were due to operation or nOt is not stated. This is a disease which has come 
into prominence in Ceylon within recent years, and the number of successful operations performed warrant 
the conclusion that this disease can be easily combated.

42. Cancer (39-45).—421 deaths were ascribed to  cancer and malignant diseases, against the 
same nunfiber in the previous year and a decennial average of 413. The figures for the year include the 
deaths of 3 Europeans, 7 Burghers, 288 Sinhalese, 96 Tamils, 23 Moors, 2 Malays, and 3 “ Others.” 
The following table shows the seat of eaneer in persons who died from this disease in 1917

Males. Females. Total. Males. Feipales. Total.
Buccal Cavity ..  88 . .  38 .. 126 Female Genital Organs — .. 31 . . 31
Stomach, Liver ..  61 . .  66 . . 117 Breast 6 ..  16 . . 22
Intestine, Rectum . ■ 1 o o 6T Other Organs or Organs
Peritoneum r O . . O . . not specified 65 .. 54 . . 119

The ages of persons who died from cancer in 1917 are shown below -
Ages. Males. Females. Total. Ages, Males. Females. Total.
0-5 . .  12 . .  13 . 25 35-45 24 . . 35 . 69
5-10 . .  4 . .  2 . 6 45-65 51 .. 56 . 107

10-15 4 .. 1 6 55-65 50 .. 41 . 91
16-20 4 1 . 5 65-75 25 .. 10 . 44
20-25 .. 7 . .  13 . 20 76 and upwards 15 8 . 23
25-35 . .  17 . .  19 . 36
From an examination of the above figures, it will be seen that the parts of the body most affected 

are the buccal cavity and the stomach and liver, apd that the incidence of the disease falls heavily on 
ages between 35 and 65. The deaths of 25 children of less than 6 years old werè reg^istered from cancer, 
and may be due to erroneous diet ; but as most of these were registered by the rural registrars, the 
diagnosis cannot be taken as a reliable test of the occurrence of cancer among children. The freclUent 
occurrence of cancer in the buccal cavity is probably due to irritation setup fy th e  practice of chewing 
betel and pf smoking. I t  is probable that several cases of cancer in the stomach d!evelop at the seat of 
a neglected or unhealed ulcer, and those in the intestines are due to the chronic irritation of constipation. 
The rate of mortality from cancer has fallen from afi average of 99 per million to 92 in the year under 
review. In  the principal towns tbe rate is 200 per million, and is more than double the Island rate.
> 43. Malaria and Malarial Cachexia (4).—1,277 deaths were registered as due to malaria and
malarial cachexia in 1917, as against 1,881 in 1916. The death-rate per million from this cause Was 278, 
as against 420 in the previous year. These rates, however, do not give a true indication of the prevalence 
of malaria in Ceylon, as deaths returned as due to  fever (pyrexia) may in many cases be due to malaria- 
I t  is, therefore, possible that pyrexia rates give a truer indication of malaria. Judged by tho rate of 
mortality from pyrexia, the IMstrict of Hambantota is the most fever strickoh, and is followed by 
Batticaloa. Other districts where the-mortality from this cause is high are Mannar,-Jaffna, Kurunegala, 
Anuradhapura, and Matale, in each of which the mortahty rate is above 5,000 per nhUion persons of the 
population. But if malaria alone is taken a$ the index, Puttalam is the most malarial, with a rate of 
1,688 per million.

44. Parangi (Framboesia Tropicum, YaWs) (37a).—Under this headiUg were classified 69 deaths, 
showing a decrease of 14 on the number of the previous year.

45. Pikgue (15).-^The discovery of plague in Ceylon in January, 1914, created a great scare 
among the people, and led many to fear that the epidemic Was going to make a permanent stay 
here as in the neighbouring continent, carrying away thousands of victims yearly. But, thanks to the 
stringent preventive measures taken to overcome the disease in the city of Colombo, it did not spréad 
elsewhere, with the exception of a few scattered cases a t irregular intervals. Jn the year Of the outbreak 
the number of victims reached the maximum 401, 378 of which were in.the city Of Colombo, ThO number 
fell in the following year to 127, it  being less.than'one-third of what it was in the previous year. In  the' 
third year it regained its strength, and carried away 286 victims, or more than twice as many as in 1915. 
In the year under review 211 persons died from this cause, as many as 191 oeoUrring Within the Mumcipal 
limits of Colombo. The remainder Was distributed as foUOws : 8 in the Colombo District (outside the 
Municipal limits of the city), 9 in Kalutara, 2 in Kandy, afid 1 in Kurunegala. There were 3 deaths of 
Burghers, 71 of Sinhalese, 79 of Tamils, 41 of Moors, 4 of Malays, and 13 of “ Others.” More than haÍE 
the number of the total deaths was registered in the first quarter of the year, and about a fourth of the 
total in the second. The number sank to a minimum in the third quarter, and a slight rise was observed 
in the fourth »

46. -Cholera (12 and 13 ) . t — Three deaths, 1 in Colombo and 2 in Kalutara, were registered in  1917, 
as against 44 in the previous year and 83 the average for the decade 1907-*19l6,

47. Diarrhoea (104 and 105 (6) and (c) ).-*-The total deaths assigned'to diarrhoea, including that of 
infants, numbered 10,174, representing a rate of 2,2l7 per million persons living. This rate was 256 
per million less than in 1916, and ranged from 4,944 in Matara to 375 in Muwara Eliya. More than a 
fifth of the Island deaths were reported from the estates. In the urban areas the number of deaths 
assigned to this cause was 1,081. 6,594 Sinhalese and 3,062 Tamils died of this disease in the Island m 
the year under review.

48. Dysentery (14).—^Deaths from dysentery amounted to  3,059, as agamst 3,660 in 1916, the 
respective rat9s per million being 666 and 817. The highest rate per mülion from this cause was 3,806 
m Mannar, and the lowest (63) m Chilaw. More than half the number of deaths was registered in estates, 
where the labour is ihostly comprised of immigrant Tamils.

49. Enterie Fever (1).*—The deaths of 417 persona were attributed to enteric fever during 1917, 
representing a rate of 91 per million persons livmg. The number in 1916 was 541. 337 deaths or 80 
per cent, of those recorded jn the Island occurred in the prmoipal tovms. From this it should not be 
concluded that the rural afeaS are practically immune from this disease. The diagnosis in rural areas

9(1)18
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is so imperfect that no difference is made between enteric and other fevers. I t  is worthy of note that 
not a single death was registered from enteric in the districts of Matale, Mannar, MuUaittivu,, afid 
Anuradhapura.

50. Diseases of Early Infancy (151-153).—^This heading includes the sub-heads Debility, which 
was responsible for 5,728 deaths, Prematurity for 1,591, Injuries at Birth for 137, and W ant of Breast 
Milk for 47. Collectively they numbered 7,528, and were 369 more than  in the previous year. Other 
causes of infant deaths are distributed under various heads under the hst 'bf causes, the ma^^rity being 
classified under Convulsions and Diarrhœa.

51. Pneumonia (91 and 92).— T̂he total deaths assigned to pneumonia in its various forms 
numbered 5,005, of which 836 were classified under broncho-pneumonia. As compared with" 1916, 
there was an increase of 185 deaths due to pneumonia. 1,282 deaths were of Sinhalese and 3,259 of 
Tamils during the year. The death-rate per mülion from all forms of pneumonia was 1,090, Muilaittivu, 
as usual, showed the highest rate, viz., 3,974, followed by Mannar 3,186, and Nuwara Eliya 2,789. The 
lowest death-rate from this cause, viz., 152, was recorded in Matara District. 1,907 deaths or ?8 per 
cent, of the total deaths from pneumonia were registered in the estates.

52. Puerperal State (134-141).—^The number of deaths assigned to pregnancy or childbirth 
was 3,762, representing a rate of 20 per 1,000 births, as against 4,020 deaths and a rate of 23 in 1916. 
Though a decrease is noticeable in the number of deaths, and the rate is an improvement on that of the 
previous year, yet this rate is enormously high when compared with that in England and Wales, where 
the average mortality per 1,000 births is about 4. In  the principal towns it was still higher, being 29 
per 1,000 births, and in the estates it  was 19, approximating the Island rate. These high rates of mortality 
from pregnancy or childbirth are greatly due to the ignorance of expectant mothers and lack of skilled 
medical advice, and with the remedying of these wants, the nun^ber of deaths must appreciably decrease. 
The rates by races for 1917 and 1916 are given below ;—

Deaths of Women at Parturition to 1,000 Births.

Europeans
B urghers
S in h alese
T a m ils

1917. 1916. Average,
1907-1916. 1917. 1916.

4-7 . — 5-9 Moors . 26-6 . . 30-7
13-9 . . 16-4 .. -11-8 Malays . 21-3 . . 26-4
18-2 . . 20-9 .. 18-0 All Races . 20-4 . . 23-0
25-6 . . 27-2 .. 20-6

Average, 
1907-1916. 
. 24-1
. 19-3

19-1

The above table shows that the rate of mortality of women at parturition is highest among the 
Moors, and lowest among the Europeans.

53. Smallpox (5).— 2̂1 deaths were attributed to this disease, being 8 more than in 1916. Of 
these, 17 were in Jaffna, 2 in Colombo, 1 in Batticaloa, and 1 in Ratnapura. The average for the period 
1907-1916 was 65.

54. Tuberculosis (28-35).—^Deaths from all forms of tuberculous diseases numbered 4,112, being 
159 less than the number registered in the previous year, and 289 less than the average for the period 
1907-1916. The death-rate from this cause was 896 per million, and was 57 less than in the previous 
year. Of the total deaths from tuberculosis, 3,768 Or 92 per cent, were ascribed to phthisis or pulmonary 
tuberculosis. This number corresponds with a rate of 821 per million ; the highest rate was recorded in 
Colombo District, viz., 1,477 per miUion, and the lowest 124 in Mannar ; 647, representing more than a 
sixth of the total deaths from phthisis, were registered in the city of Colombo. 4 Europeans, 61 Burghers, 
2,479 Sinhalese, 907 Tamils, 238 Moors, 32 Malays, 1 Vedda, and 46 “ Others ” succuml^d to phthisis 
in the Island in the year under review.

55. Violent Deaths (Table XXXII.) : (a) Suicide (155-163).—Deaths from suicide numbered 
240, being 16 more than in the previous year. Of these, 2 were of Europeans, 118 of Sinhalese, 116 of 
Tamils, 1 of a Moor, 1 of a Malay, and 2 “ Others.” These figures correspond to a rate of 52 per million, 
as against an average of 50. The most frequent means of suicide was hanging, to which 66 per cent, 
of the total number Was due. Twenty deaths were attributed to suicidal poisoning, 13 to firearms, 4 to 
cutting or piercing instruments, and 43 to “ other ” causes.

(b) Homicide (182-184).—183 deaths (1 European, 139 Sinhalese, 30 Tamils, 7 Moors, 1 M^lay, 
and 5 “ Others ”) were registered from homicide, as against 170 in 1916 and an average of 207 in the 
period 1907-1916. The rate per mülion of the population was 40, as against 38 in 1916 and 50 the 
a'verage for the past decade. 96 deaths were due to cutting or piercing mstruments and 15 to firearms.

(c) Executions (186 (a)).—There were 38 judicial executions during the year under review (31 
Sinhalese, 6 Tamüs, and 1 Moor), as against 26 in the previous year and a decennial average of 35.

(d) Drowning (169).—435 deaths were due to drowning, as against 440 in 1916; 160 of these were
in wells and 31 in pits. *

(e) Land Slides.—^Fourteen deaths were the result of land slides, as against 9 in 1916.
(/) Miscellaneous Accidents.—379 deaths were due to falls from trees, average 392 ; 231 to bums 

(40 being due to bottle lamps upsetting), average 186 ; 212 to snake bite, average 215. Vehicles caused 
91 deaths, 31 of these were due to railway accidents, 31 to carts and carriages, 23 to motor cars, 5 to 
bicycles, and 1 was due to motor loriy. Of the 73 deaths attributed to injuries by ammals, crocodiles 
caused 26 deaths, elephants 12, cattle 12, buffaloes 5, and other animals 18.

56. Miscellaneous Diseases.—^There were 147 deaths from measles, average 85 ; 44 from whooping 
cough, average 62 ; 11 from diphtheria, average 7 ; 7 from croup, average 9 ; 111 from influenza, average 
110; 127 from septicaemia, average 98 ̂  syphilis 169, average 117 ; diabetes 259, average 207 ; alcoholism 
24, average 28 ; simple meningitis 87, average 97 ; and carbuncle 33, average 34. For det&üed statistics 
see Table XXVDI.

57. Principal Causes of Deaths on Estates.—^The chief causes of m ortality on estates were debility  
(of infants under 3 months), which accounted for 15 per cent, of the total deaths, diarrhoea 12 per 
cent., anchylostomiasis 11 per cent., pneumonia 10 per cent., dysentery 9 per cent., convulsions 8 per 
cent., debüity (general) 5 per cent., semlity 4 per cent., premature birth 3 per cent., and pulm onary 
tuberculosis 1 per cent. See Table XXIX. for detailed statistics.
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58. Principal Causes of Deaths in Towns.— În the 33 principal towns in the Island, inclusive of 
C61opiho, the heaviest mortality was from pneumonia, which accounted for H  per cent, of the total 
deaths, followed by convulsions 8 per cent., infantile debility and phthisis 7 per cent, each, diarrhoea 6 
per cent., anchylostomiasis 5 per cent., malaria and malarial cachexia and enteritis 4 per cent, each, 
dysentery and Bright’s disease and nephritis 3 per cent, each, and prematurity, enteric fever, tetanus, 
bronchitis, and puerperal septicaemia 2 per cent. each. Detailed Statistics of causes of deaths in the 
33 principal towns w ^  be found in Table XXXI., and for the city of Colombo in Table XXX.

Vn.v-ADMlNISTRATION.
59. Staff.—I was on leave in South India from April 11 to 22, and was away acting as Government 

Agent of the Central Province from June 12 to July 19, ahd again as Government Agent of the North- 
Western Province from September 4 to October 5. On each occasion Mr. N. W. Morgappah, Assistant 
Eegistrar-General, acted for me, in addition to his own duties. Mr. K. S. Sivhpragasam, Chief Clerk ef 
the Statistical Branch, was transferred to Jaffna in July, and the post was filled by Mr. A. W. Wiiesinha 
for the rest of the year. Dr. C. Brito BabapuUe, Registrar of Births and Deaths of Division Noi 4 of 
Colombo'town, and his Deputy, Miss (Dr.) C. Rudd, retired on the score of ill-health, and were succeeded 
by Dr. R. Saravanamuttu, M.B., C.M. (Madras), L.R.C.P. (London), M.R.C.S. (Rngland), and Dr. K. !>• 
Peter,XAI.S. (Ceylon), respectively.

60. Registration Divisions.— T̂he limits of the births and deaths di^dsion of Matara town were 
extended so as to make it conterminous m th the Local Board. Several birth and death registration 
divisions in Anuradhapura, Mannar, and Matara Districts were also altered, as well as general marriage 
registration divisions in Anuradhapura, Chilaw, Mannar, and MuUaittivu. The^ Kandyan marriage 
registration division of Nuwaragam palata, in the District of Anuradhapura, was subdivided into two, 
and one of the subdivisions was transferred to the Mannar District.

61. Inspection of Registrars’ Ofiees.—^Apart from the inspections made by the RegistrartGeneral 
and the Assistant Registrar-General in the course of their tours, 251 birth, marriage; and death registries 
were inspected during the year by the inspecting officers specially appointed for the purpose, and various 
irregularities were discovered in the work of the Registrars. These inspection^, which are of a surprise 
nature, have the effect of keeping the Registrars up to the mark, and already there is an appreciable 
improvement in .their worki

62. Prosecutions.—^During the year Under review 284 prosecutions were instituted, for various 
offences against the Marriages, Births, and Deaths Registration Ordinances, as against 198 in the previous 
year. Of these, 237 (or 83 per cent.) resulted in convictions and 17 (or nearly 6 per cent.) in acquittals, 
and 20 were withdrawn. The balance for various reasons had not been definitely disposed of at the end 
of the year.

63. Records.—The number of duplicate registers of marriages, births, and deaths received at 
the Head Office and examined during the year 1917 amounted to 317,459.

64. Appointment of a Commission re Registration 01 Deaths.-*-A Gommission to  inquire into 
and report what amendments are desirable in the laW relating to registration of deaths ” was appointed 
by His Excellency the Governor consisting of Messrs. W. L. Rindersley, Registrar-General (Chairman); 
R. W. Byrde, Chairman, Municipal Councfi, and Mayor of Colombo ; M. T. Akbar, Crown Counsel; and 
W. M. Phihp, Medical Officer of Health, Colombo. The Commission examined various witnesses, 
including Medical Registrars, other medical practitioners, the Coroner of Colombo, and a member of the 
Muhammadan and Tamil communities, and made its final report to Government December, 1917.

65. New Ordinances,— Ân Ordinance to declare the law applicable to the issue Of Kandyan 
Marriages and an Ordinance to amend the Marriage Registration Ordinance of 1907 to afford facilities 
for marriages between persons resident in the United Kingdom and those resident ip this Colony were 
passed during the year. The latter Ordinance has not been put into operation yet.

66. Revenue and Expenditure.—The cost of the Marriages, Births, and Deaths Registration 
Department in 1917 (excluding the salaries of the itegistrar-0eneral and the Provincial Registrars, who 
have other Departments under their charge) was Rs. 177,833‘ 15, v iz.;—

(а) Salaries and allowances of the clerical staff . .
(б) Payment to Stipendiary Registrars . .
(c) Fees paid to other Registrars for registering births and deaths and

for marriages under the Kandyan Marriage Ordinance, No. 3 
of 1870 ..  . .

(d) Fees paid to headmen for reporting eVents for registration
(e) Salaries to binders, peons, and Sweepers
(/) Additional temporary clerical staff, and bonuses to Provincial 

Registrars’ and Assistant Provincial Registrars’ Offices 
(ff) Tappal allowance to Registrars of Births and Deaths 
(h) Other expenditure, including travelling expenses, stationery, 

office requisites, &C.

Total . .

Bs. c. 
62,833 41 
18,332 30

65,577 '85 
18,788 70 

6,791 17

7,196 6 
567 95

8,755 71

177,833 15

The rekeque derived from stamp duty payable under the Births, Marriages, and Deaths Registra­
tion Ordinances amoimted to Rs. 24,867‘ 75, and fees recovered for searches and copies to Rs. 12,746- 97 
(Head Office Rs. 1?,839'48 and Branch Offices Rs. 8,907*49). The income from all sources 
Rs. 37,614-72.

was

Registrar-General’s Office, 
Dilombo, May 6, 1918.

W. L. KINDERSLEY,
Registrar-Genera!.

    
 



X, 12 CEYLON - ADMINISTRATION REPORTS EOR 1917. [Paet I.

APPENDIX.

I.—ESTIMATED POPULATION OE CEYLON, 1867 TO 1917.

Marriages, Births, and Deaths registered ; Yearly Increase of Population hy Excess of Births over 
Deaths and by Immigration ; the Proportion of Persons Married, Births, and Deaths to

1,000 Persons hving per Annum ; and the Number of Persons living to each 
Person Married, Born, or Dead in each of the Years 1867 to 1917.

Year.

I l l

a '43 13 

H

.oa »a
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I I
s  s
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5  §.i» .«a 
.0

1
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1

• s s  §

m S tH 

=>

I  PH-»-
a s  ® 

^  o a*55 m c8
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To 1,000 Persons 
L iving.

The Number of 
Persons Living.

§ i<I> c6 1
«

1
n

g fl -Ö
a o -so  g  g 

HP4 g h W

H 4»0 c8 ©

1 8 6 7 i •• 2 ,328 ,622 23,333 27 ,302 —  3 ,969 1 3 -7 1 5 -6 75 64
1868§ . . 2 ,354 ,878 — 47,096 59,441 —  12,345 ____ — 2 0 -0 2 5 -2 — 50 40
1869 . . 2 ,363 ,328 — 52,825 4 8 ,0 2 3 4 ,802 ___ — 2 2 -3 2 0 -3 — 45 49
1870 - . 2 ,382 ,042 — 63,527 42 ,238 2 1 ,2 8 9 __ — 2 6 -7 1 7 -7 37 56
1871 . . 2 ,417 ,402 32 ,014 68,856 46 ,803 22 ,053 2 9 ,9 1 9 2 8 -6 2 8 -5 1 9 -4 35 35 52
1872 . . 2 ,45 1 ,2 7 6 17 ,688 69,673 53 ,337 16,236 6 ,086 1 5 -6 2 8 -4 2 1 -8 64 35 46
1873 . . 2 ,461 ,894 2 2 ,1 0 8 69,702 49 ,049 20 ,653 8 ,383 1 9 .3 2 8 -3 1 9 -9 52 35 50
1874 . . 2 ,616 ,463 2 3 ,248 74,646 52 ,223 2 2 ,4 2 2 35,429 19*9 2 9 -7 2 0 -7 5Ö 34 48
1875 . . 2 ,530 ,720 13,239 71,102 6 5 ,614 15,488 ~  8 ,807 1 1 -3 2 8 -1 2 2 -0 88 35 45
1876  . . 2 ,573 ,305 1 2 ,7 8 0 77,560 62,680 14,980 72 ,837 1 0 -7 3 0 -1 2 4 -3 93 33 41
1877  . . 2 ,669 ,556 2 1 ,4 6 0 71,529 84,781 —  13,252 78,587 1 7 -3 2 6 ’•8 3 1 -7 68 37 31
1878  . . 2 ,741 ,078 12 ,406 63,336 75 ,666 —  12 ,330 9 ,905 9 -7 2 3 -1 2 7 -6 103 43 3,6
1879  . . 2 ,772 ,363 12,307 69,529 57 ,730 11 ,799 —  ■ 3 ,853 9 -6 2 5 -1 2 0 -8 106 40 48
1880  . . 2 ,75 8 ,7 8 5 13 ,650 72,318 5 0 ,575 2 1 ,743 —  2 8 ,083 1 0 -6 2 6 -2 1 8 -3 94 38 55
1881 . . 2 ,756 ,558 12,087 74,794 75,012 —  218 —  9,353 9 - 4 2 7 -1 ,2 7 - 2 106 37
1882 . . 2 ,773 ,389 1 3 ,214 74,042 54 ,672 19 ,370 —  6,913 1 0 -3 2 6 -7 19-7 97 37 51
1883 . . 2 ,781,711 15,890 82,240 63 ,680 2 8 ,560 —  13,758 1 2 -3 2 9 -6 1 9 -3 81 34 . 52
18 8 4  . . 2 ,793 ,689 13 ,770 87,407 62 ,398 2 5 ,009 —  4 ,3 0 8 1 0 -6 3 1 -3 2 2 -3 94 32 45
1885  . . 2 ,81 5 ,1 6 6 10,723 79 ,234 81 ,908 —  2 ,6 7 4 —  1,069 8 -2 2 8 -1 2 9 -1 122 36 3 4
1886  . . 2 ,830 ,359 2 0 ,2 1 4 76,836 67,041 • 9 ,795 —  5 ,343 1 5 -4 2 7 -1 2 3 -7 65 37 42
1 887*  . . 2 ,855 ,216 17,171 93,223 68,496 2 4 ,727 17 ,539 1 3 -0 3 2 -7 2 4 -0 77 31 42
1888 . . 2 ,901 ,262 14 ,638 92,289 7 6 ,724 15,565 2 6 ,782 1 0 -9 3 1 -8 2 6 -4 92 31 38
18 8 9  . . 2 ,938,977 12,791 81,465 8 3 ,845 —  2 ,380 9 ,116 9 - 4 2 7 -7 2 8 -5 107 36 35
1890 . . 2 ,980 ,246 15,108 95,106 6 8 ,600 2 6 ,6 0 6 38 ,350 1 0 -9 31 - 9 2 3 -0 92 31 43
1891 . . 3 ,021 ,579 1 4 ,737 96,493 86,643 9,850 4 3 ,107 1 0 -5 3 1 -9 2 8 -7 95 31 36
1892  . . 3 ,088 ,406 16,683 93,233 84 ,937 8 ,2 9 6 4 8 ,856 1 1 -7 3 0 -2 2 7 -5 86 33 36
1893 . . 3 ,121,093 17,327 97,800 92 ,422 5 ,3 7 8 18,495 1 1 -9 3 1 -3 2 9 -6 84 32 34
1894 . . 3 ,144,661 - 22 ,783 104,301 8 7 ,784 16 ,517 18 ,964 1 5 -4 3 3 -2 -2 7 -9 64 30 36
1895 . . 3 ,193,821 30,691 101,480 88 ,301 13 ,179 4 2 ,938 2 0 -4 3 1 -8 2 7 -6 48 32 36
1896 . . 3 ,240,501 19 ,679 103,854 8 1 ,898 2 1 ,9 5 6 3 5 ,069 1 2 -8 3 2 -0 2 5 -3 77 31 40
1897 . . 3 ,315,768 2 1 ,819 125,019 78 ,538 46,481 43,862 1 4 -0 3 7 -7 2 3 -7 71 27 42
1898 . . 3 ,395 ,519 2 4 ,2 5 4 131,620 90 ,256 4 1 ,3 6 4 31 ,158 1 5 -3 3 8 -8 2 6 -6 65 26 38
1899  . , 3 ,429,745 3 2 ,4 9 4 132 ,190 104 ,983 2 7 ,207 —  13,236 2 0 -1 3 8 -5 3 0 -6 49 26 33
1900 . . 3 ,520,574 2 8 ,192 136,051 100 ,873 3 5 ,178 95,058 1 7 -2 3 8 -6 2 8 -7 58 26 35
1901 . . 3 ,582,697 2 3 ,7 3 6 134,252 9 8 ,813 3 5 ,4 3 9 2 ,2 6 0 1 4 -2 3 7 -5 2 7 -6 75 27 36
1902 . . 3 ,629,986 2 7 ,8 1 6 141,893 99 ,680 4 2 ,2 1 3 2 3 ,8 4 6 1 6 -4 3 8 -5 2 7 -5 65 25 36
1903 . . 3 ,703,615 2 3 ,5 3 4 148,027 9 6 ,084 51 ,943 15,731 1 3 -7 4 0 -0 2 5 -9 73 25 3 9
1904 . . 3 ,767,826 2 1 ,9 4 7 145,253 93,940 51 ,313 2 1 ,0 5 6 1 2 -5 3 8 -5 2 4 -9 86 26 40
1906 . . 3 ,901,471 2 1 ,1 8 8 150,785 108 ,160 4 2 ,6 2 5 94,567 1 1 -7 3 8 -7 2 7 -7 86 26 5 6
1906 . . 3 ,883,168 18 ,005 141,847 136,271 5 ,5 7 6 2 9 ,2 8 6 9 -7 3 6 -5 35-1 108 27 29
1907 . . 3 ,885,967 18,983 130,403 119 ,377 11 ,026 —  7,947 10^3 3 3 -6 3 0 -7 102 30 33
1908 . . 3 ,923,369 2 1 ,0 5 2 160,713 117,982 42 ,731 7,661 1 1 -3 4 1 -0 30-1 93 2 4 33
1909 , . 3 ,969,629 20,121 148,891 122 ,969 2 6 ,9 2 2 18,558 1 0 -7 3 7 -5 3 1 -0 98 26 32
1910 . . 4 ,035,173 2 1 ,9 7 7 157,554 -1 1 0 ,1 9 5 4 7 ,3 5 9 53,953 1 1 -7 3 9 -0 2 7 -3 92 26 37
1911 . . 4 ,120,813 2 1 ,3 8 6 166 ,398 143,380 13 ,018 38,620 1 1 -1 38*0 3 4 -8 91 26 29
1912 . . , 4,151,251 2 1 ,7 3 3 138 ,303 134,383 3,920 39 ,636 1 1 -3 3 3 -3 3 2 -4 91 30 31
1913 . . 4 ,220,436 2 4 ,580 162,827 120 ,008 4 2 ,8 1 9 29 ,980 1 2 -5 3 8 -6 2 8 -4 86 26 35
1914 . . 4 ,251,032 2 3 ,428 162,177 136,831 2 5 ,3 4 6 29,631 1 1 -8 3 8 -1 3 2 -2 91 26 31
1915 . . 4 ,355,015 29 ,265 160,950 109 ,818 5 1 ,132 56,530 1 4 -4 3 7 -0 2 5 -2 74 27 4 0
1916 . . 4 ,482 ,809 24,969 174 ,930 120,162 54,768 68,125 1 2 -0 3 9 -0 2 6 -8 90 c 26 37
1917 . . 4 ,589 ,635 25 .201 183,975 113,389 70 ,586 15,177 1 1 -8 4 0 -1 2 4 -7 91 25 40

* The registration of deaths up to 1887 was imperfect, and the figures given cannot safely be compared with 
those of subsequent years, in which deaths have been registered with increasing efficiency every year, e

t The sign minus {—) signifies that deaths exceeded births, and in column 7 that the number ofemigrants exceeded 
the immigrants. ^

t The births and deaths here shown for 1867 were registered in the ten months commencing March 1, on which 
date the Ordinance No. 13 of 1862 came into operation.

§ The number of births and deaths for 1868 includes those registered in the first half-year under the Ordinance 
No. 13 of 1862, and those in the second half under Ordinance No. 18 of 1867, which repealed the former Ordinance and 
came into operation on July 1, 1868, and continued to be in force till July 1, 1897, when the Ordinance No. 1 of 1896 
came into force.

    
 



Civil.] VITAL STATISTICS.

IL—^Number of Marriagesj Births, and Deaths registered in the Island, with their Rates 
’ , per 1,000 Persons living according to Race, in 1916 and 1917, and the

Yearly Averages for 1907^1916.

L 1 3

Marriages.
All Races (exclusive of Mubamijaadans) 
Europeans 
Burghers 
Sinhalese 
Tamils 
Others

Births,
All Races 
Europeans 
Burghers 
Sinhalese 
Tamils 
Moors 
Malays 
Others

Deaths,
All Races 
Europeans 
Burghers 
Sinhalese 
Tamils 
Moors 
Malaya ,
Others

Number registered. Proportión per 1,000 Living.
Average,

1907̂ 1916. 1916. 1917. Average,
1907-1916. 1916. 1917.

Ì22.749 24,969 25,201 11-7 12-0 11-8
102 115 47 271 80-3 l?-2
215 205 220 16-1 14-6 16-6

19,404 21,329 21,739 14-3 14-9 14-9
2,997 3,285 3,098 6-4 5-1 4-7

31 35 47 3-8 4-2 6-7

155,314 174,930 183,976 37-5 39-0 40-1
167 180 215 22-4 23-7 27-8
873 912 1,004 32-7 32-4 35*2

108,359 120,260 125,849 39'9 41-8 48-1
35,727 42,099 46,062 31-6 33-1 34*0
9,260 10,266 10,543 35-4 37-7 38-a

. 508 607 656 39-1 44-4 •  47*4
420 606 646 25-7 36-3 39-0

123,606 120,162 113,389 30-4 26-0 24-7
105 92 76 14-2 12-1 9*0
602 609 563 22-5 21-7 19-8

77,026 73,812 67,691 28-4 25-7 23-1
36,996 36,557 36,186 32-6 28-7 27*3
7,771 7,864 7,903 29-7 28-9 28-7

403 439 398 31-1 32-1 28-7
606 789 672 37-0 47-2 40-6

III.—^Marriages, Births, and. Deaths registered in each Province and. District of the Islan<i 
in 1916 and 1917, and the Yearly Averages for 1907-1916.

Sboveioe and Disnucff.

Marriages
(General and Kandyan)._ Births. Deaths.

Average, 
- 1907- 

1916.
1916. 1917.

Average,
1907,-
1916.

1916. 1917.
Average,

1907-
1916.

1916. 1017.

Ceylon •• 22,749 24,969 25,201 155,314 174,930 183,975 123,506 120,162 113,389

Western Province 7,512 7,956 8,069 37,966 41,260 44,951 26,144 27,069 26,278
Central Province 2,154 2,551 2,304 26,437 30,767 32,589 21,062 22,557 n , m
Southern Province 4,224 4,98l 4,871 26,161 28,872 29,581 19,449 17,825 16,962
Northern Province 1,992 2,243 2,075 13,436 15,154 14,668 11,170 10,937 10,384
Eastern ProviAce 331 337 287 7,573 8,684 3,312 5,988 6,412 6.713
North-Western Province 3,042 3,181 3,728 15,740 18,344 19,644 13,954 13,368 10.846
Horth-Central Province 483 783 607 3,241 3,502 4,465 3,303 2,688 2,376
Province of Uva 840 856 979 8,795 10,244 10,198 8,151 7,976 7,757
Province of Sabaragamuwa 2,171 2,082 2,281 16,965 18,103 19,772 14,285 12,461 10,830
Western Province.

Colombo .. 4,286 4,534 4,521 30,869 22,406 24,«45 16,678 16,216 16,?84
Ntgomho .. 1,311 1,366 1,359 6,442 6,906 7.428 3,638 3,618 3,533
Ktlutara .. 1,915 2,055 2,189 10,666 11,949 12,878 6,928 7,226 7,461

Central Province.
Kandy 1,385 1,626 1,518 16,172 18,729 19,768 12,437 -13,287 12,910
Matale 435 662 422 4,310 . 6,077 4,96S 4,224 4,229 3,6^1
Nuwara Eliya 334 364 364 6,955 6,961 7,862 . 4,401 6,041 4,723

Southern Province, "
GaUc 2,111 2,716 2,516 11,809 12,408 13,642 7,937 7,581 7,982
Matara 1,437 1,518 1,679 9,787 10,894 11,109 6,591 6,872 6,844
Hambantota 676 747 776 4,565 5,570 4,980 4,921 4,372 3,126

Northern Province.
Jafbta 1,763 1,982 1,828 11,866 13,290 12,766 9,404 9,211 8,734
Mannar .. 175 178 180 936 1,101 993 1,078 1,142 1,156
Mullaittivu 64 83 67 634 763 810 688 584 494

Eastern Promnce.
Battiealoa,. . 260 256 190 6,407 7,308 ' 6,863 4,929 4,591 6,772
Trincomahe. 81 81 97 1,166 1,376 1,459 1,069 821 941

North- wèstern Province.
Ktirnaegala 2,107 2,262 2,80^ 11,647 13,833 14,589 10,802 10,386 8,149
PattalazQ .. 179 166 189 1,003 1,111 1,357 1,226 1,175 1,031
Chilaw . ^ 756 763 737 3,030 3,400 3,698 1,927 1,797 1,665

North-Central Province.
Anuradhapura ^ 483 783 607 3,241 3,602 4,465 3,303 2,688 2,376

Province of Uva,
BaduUa 840 856 979 8,796 10,244 10,193 8,161 7,975 7,757

?rovince of Sdbaragamuwa,
Ratnapura 1,048 836 994 6,644 7,905 8,639 6,663 6,366 5,690
Regalia 1,123 1,246 1,287 9,321 10,198 11,233 7,722 6,085 5,140

    
 



L 14 CEYLOif ADMESriSTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [Part I.

IV.—^Proportion of Persons Mairied, and of Births and Deaths, to 1,000 Persons living in Ceylon and in 
each Province and District in 1916 and 19,17, and the Yearly Averages in 1907-1916.  ̂ '

PaOVINCB AND BZSTBICV.

Persons Married to 1,000 
Persons Living.

Births to 1,000 Persons 
Living.

Dcftths to 1,000 Persona 
Living.

Average,
1907-
1916.

1916. 1917.
Average,.

1907-
1916.

1916. 1917.
Av0rage,

1907-
1916.

1916. 191T.

CbYIiON 11-7 120 11-8 37-5 39-Of 40-1 30-4 26-8
<

24-7

Western Province .. ., 14-5 14-6 14-6 34-6 86-2 37-9 23-8 23-1 *22'1
Central Province 6-7 7-8 6-9 39-2 44-0 46-9 31-2 32-2 30-0
Southern Province .. 13-3 16-6 14-9 40-7 43-3 43-6 30-9 26-7 25-0
Northern Province .. 12-5 12-4 11-3 37-0 40-3 .38-3 29-6 29 vl 27-3
Eastern Province 6-3 6-8 4-8 40-8 45-7 4§*1 32-2 28-5 34-8
North-Western Province 16-3 16-6 18-0 37-5 41-9 44-0 33-2 30-5 24-4
North-Central Province 13-3 21-1 16-0 38-8 41-7 61-9 39-6 30-8 27-6
Province of Uva 8-4 8-1 9-2 4V5 46-7 46-0 38-6 36-3 35-0
Province of Sabaragamuwa 11-4 10-4 11-2 40-0 43-8 47-0 36-4 30-1 25-8

Western Province,

Colombo 14-7 14-4 14-2 32-3 32-6 35*6 24-1 23*6 22-0
Negombo 16-6 15-2 14-9 37-5 37-6 39-9 21-2 19-7 190
Kalutara 14-8 14-6 15-3 38-1 39-7 42-1 24-9 24-0 24-4

Getaral Province, C

Kandy 7-3 8-2 7 * 39-4 43-8 45-5 30-3 311 29-7
Matale 9*0 il-2 8-3 41“ 2 47-4 46-0 40“* 4 39-5 33-5
Nuwara EKya . - 4-2 4-5̂ 4-4 37-4 42-2 46-9 27-7 30-5 23-2

Southern Provmee,
C

Oaite . . . 14-8 18-1 18-6 40-0 39-7 42-6 26-9 24-2 25-1
Matara . .  . , 12-7 12-8 13-0 42-3 44-4 44*5 28-6 23-9 23-4
Hambantota 12-8 14-1 14-5 42-0 61-0 44-7 45-2 40-0 28-3 .

Northern Province,

Jaffna 10-8 12-0 10-9 36-1 39-7 37'-7 28-6 27-5 25-8
Mannar 21-1 21-4 21-8 37-9 45-2 41-1 4$-8 46-9 47-8
Mullaittivu 8-7 10-6 8-4 38-6 45-2 47-3 42-1 34-6 28-9

Eastern Province. €
Batticaloa . .  - . . 6-2 6'3 3-8 41-0 45-5 42-1 31-6 28-6 35-6.
Trincomg-lee . . . 8*2 8-4 9-8 39-3 46-3 48-2 35-7 27-6 31-1

North-Western Province. .

Kurunegala . .  ' .. 16-2 15-5 18-9 39-4 46-2 46-9 36-5 33-9 2«-2
Puttalam 15-3 12-4 14-1 29-1 29-0 35-2 33-6 30-6 S6-8
Chilaw . . . . 18-1 16-9 16-3 34-7 36-6 38-1 22-1 19-3 17-6

North-Central Province,

" Anuradhapura . . 12*3 ; 21-1 16-0 38-8 41-7 51-9 30*6 30-8 27-6

Province of Uva.

Badulla 8-4 8 1 9-2 41-5 46-7 46-0 33-6 36-3 35-0

Province of Sabara^amuuia,

Batnapura 13-8 10-2 121 41-8 4V-5 50-7 41-3 38-2 33-8
Kcgalla 10-4 10-5 10-7 40-1 41-3 44-6 331 24-6 20-4    
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%  1$ ODYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR I 917. [Past I.

VIII.—^Marriages (other than Kandyan and Muhamtaadan) registered in Ceylon in 1916 and 1917, and the 
Averages in 1907^1916, according to Province, District, Civil Condition, and Minority.

AWtaga, 1907-1916. 1916.

PEOVINOB AND niSIBIOI.

Marriages contracted 
bettreen

Re*married* UnderAge. Stardegés Contracted JBetween Re*married. UnderAge. Marriages contracted- Between Be-'
married. K4er.ge.

1 •SBII *«.2 € A
fa

«9 •IIS'Ö
hif
Is

§ .

II
8=

1 1 fl
1

a

1

■S . 2 m S
M ÍISw

1IIII
r

1 -II
| l
2 «

1 .

II
t

B
1 1

■&= Í
1
1

hIIr
1 .IIII
S

•0
f  b‘
Pa a .§»

1 .
B |
i j

r

1 1
1c 1

a

1
Cbylon 14108 449 1615 284 1890 729 618 8006 16146 526 1813 356 2169 882 554 9401 16274 461 1805 326 2130 786 566 9549

Western 6303 165 695 97 793252 108 2932 6999172 743 111 854 283 07 3086 TO38168, 769 104 363 272 106 3193
Centafai 558 18 93 12 75. 27 28 324 737 19 84 13 97 32 47 703 23 67 12 70 85 44 481
Southern 3509 121 421 61 482 183 2082331 4229 160 498 «6 584 246 107 2591 4178109 492 70 562 17Í)216 2644
Morthern 1700 53 196 56 25P110 76 1179 1862 66 221 76 297 142 02 1411 1761 49 206 55 261 104 74 1284
Eaetern 231 9 $5 10 45 21 8 198 210 11 38 11 49 22 5 159 202 7 32 11 43 18 9 146
North-Western .. 1165 55 188 38 178 95 49 584 1382 62 171 51 222 113 72 1043 1425 67 177 58 236 125 71 1046
ÑorthíCentral .. 50 3 5 1 7 6 2 25 64 8 3 .3 6 11 — 26 .65 12 6 5 10 17 1 26
tjva 129 7 lo 2 12 11 6 83 105 11 12 2 14 13 7 102 218 7 11 1 12 -.8 7 142
Sabaragamuwa .. 463 d8 52 7 47 24 3̂3 350 577 17 43 3 46 20 37 480 684 19 56 9 66 28 37 587
Wwteívt.

Celombo 3595 96 387 54 442 141 78 1690 3968 91 413 62 475 163 65 1784 8948 90 423 60 483 150 66 1816
Megembo 1123 26 118 12 131 38 18 644 1200 25 129 12 141 37 26 622 1205 19 121 14 135 33 26 623
KMutara 1585 43 190, 31 220 73 12 598 1781 56 201 37 238 93 16 680 1885 59 215 30 246 89 15 749

'Central.
í&ndy 363 11 41 i 48 18' 18 228 502 12 69 7 66 10 30 3S7 465 16 44 6 40 20 34 319
Matate 69 3 8 2 11 4 6 50 103 6 13 6 IS 11 S 78 -  90 3 9 6 15 9 6 63
Jíu vara EUya.. 126 4 14 3 16 6 10 46 132 1 12 1 13 2 0 88 148 5 14 1 15 6 4 99

S o t t t h e m ,
Calle 1733 '64 207 32 240 88 24 967 2332 81 204 42 296 123 32 1137 2151 64 249 44 293 98 3« 1100
Matara 1199 40 140 19 159 58 112 938 1289 45 454 29 183 74 107 1001 1381 29 148 17 165 46 116 1054
Kambantota .. 577 27 74 10 83 37 72 436 608 34 90 16 105 49 68 463 646 26 95 9, 104 35 65 490

N o r t h e r n ,
JTafEna 1543 40 160 29 190 70 66 1025 1699 52 185 46 #

231 98 77 I960 1698 36 I'Za 24 194 60 68 1129
Mahttar 116 11 27 23 49 34 6 116 117 7 23 26 64 33 6 120 113 11 27 29 *̂ 66 40 5 120
Mullaittívu .. 41 2 9 4 12 6 4 38 46 -7 8 4 12 11 0 41 50 2 9 2 11 4 3 35

^ttícaloa 162 7 23 6 29 14 5’ 140 146 7 30 7 37 '14 3 115 127 5 '20
h

8 28 13 4 92
$̂ dneomaIee .. 69 2 12 4 16 7 ! ä 58 • 64 4 8 4 12 8 2 44 75 2 12 3 15 6 5 64

N é t f k f W e s í e m .  
Kurunegala . . 462 24 51 12 63 35 29 311 665 27 82 13 95 40 54 473 708 31 96 25 121 56 60 503
Pnttalam 80 11 18 10 29 22 4 71 77 14 18 17 35 31 4 69 89 t l 14 16 30 27 7 77
Chilaw 623 20 69 16 86 38 16 202 640 21 71 21 92 42 14 501 628 26 67 17 84 42 14 466

N ^ h O e n t r a l .
Andradhapura SO 3 5 1 7 6 2 25 64 9 3 3 6 11 _ 26 ' 66 12 5 5 10 17 1 26

Ü v á .
paduUa 129 7 10 2 12 11 6 83 166 U 12 2 14 13 7 102 218 1 ' 11 1 12 .8 7 142

S a h a r o f i a m u w a .
Ratnapura 259 13 26 5 30 17 15 178 265 10 21 2 23 12 .15 205 324 16 31 8 39 24 14 266
KegaUa 204 5 26 1,1,2 17 7 18 172 3̂ 2 1 22 1 23 8 22 275 360 3 26 1 26 4 23 321

1917.

IX.—Mrdlamnihdau Marriages a.nd thcî  Kates in 1917 compat^d \7ith 1916, dnd 
the Yearly At̂ evages for 1907-1916.

Peovinob and DisT»;ot, 

OeviiOiT
ITesiem,

Colombo . .
Negombo
Kalutara

C e n t r a l ,
Kandy
Matale
Nuwara EUya 

Southern,
GaUe
Matara
Hambantota

ilorthem,
Ja&La . ,
Mannar . .
MuUaittivu

Eastern,
Batticaloa
Trincomalee

North-Western,
Kurunegala 
PuttaJam . .
Chilaw

North-Central,
Anuradhapnra

Vva,
BaduUa . .  

Sabaragamutva,
Ratnapura
Regalia

Muhammadan 
Population 

at the Census 
of 1911. 
279.543 .

^wnber of Marriages.
Average,

1907*-1916.
m  ..

61,516
3,927

17,642

31,066
6,597
2,750

11,653
7,081
3,087

3,562
8,093
1,248

60,727
10,361

13,924
11,937
3,674

10,033

7.718

3,117
9,830

14
82

60
1
3

56
19

5

49
6 

27

26
130

2

14
2

1916.
799

301
17
40

69
2
5

32
22
12

68

6

16 .

31
154

2

Persons Married to 1,000 Persons 
Living.

Average,
Í907-1916.'iK.

. 4-9 .,

19

13

48
142

5

12

3-9
22-7
«'7c

2-4

1916.
6 1

10-8
7-9
4-2

4- 2 
•6

3-3

5 - 1 
5-7 
7-6

31-1

9-8

<i-á
26-6
10

9-2
•4

4'-8

8-0

0-8
24-4

1-2

7-3

    
 



Civil.] VITAL STATISTICS.' L 1»

X.—Number and Classification of Buildings registered for Solemniza-tion of Marriages in Ceylon 
and remaining oft the Register on December 3 1 ,1917.

r

PBOVlNOE AND DISTRICT.

>

Total.

%
5
6  
§ 
1

i

1

1

'S
t

1

1

t |
A® 1

.■§

1
§
'S
1.

1
0

1

t
f '
1

.2
"3

6
1.S

1
1

1
1

i
S

§s
o

o

j Ceyloh 878 553 99 i 2 5 18 19 2 2 6 r - 23 1 2

Western Province 296 171 44 50 2 14 -F-~ 3 6 6
Central Province 55 17 2 29 3 — -1- 1 —1 3
Southern Province 47 1 2 18 15 -- - 2 — -r-
Northern Province 259 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 14 — 2 2 1 1 1
Eastern Province 46 2 2 2 0 4 --  ̂ . — —̂ --*
North-Western Province 128 103 4 8 _ 1 '— — 1 1 1
North-Central Province 6 3 — 1 2 "  . — ---- -♦-4
Province of tJva 1 0 6 1 3 —* — - T T -

Province of Sabaragamuwa .v 31 19 — 5 1 *— —* V 5

Western Province.

Colombo . . . 181 92 21 42 1 13 .̂ -r. 2 5. 5
Negombo : . • .* 73 ' 64 14 2* 1 1 — ---. — - 1
Kalutara 42 25 9 6 1 1

1  Central Province.

Kandy- .. 34 10 2 19 — 2 1 •<1̂
Matale 8 2 — 3 1 ■ -.r- ■—
Nuwara Eliya 13 6 7 —— .«_k 1

Southern Province. *

GaPe . .  “ 25 7 7 lO —i 1 .—  , —. ■
Matara . .  . X 16 2 10 3 -r- 1 ■ —
Hambantota 6 3 1 2 -y-

Northern Province.

Jaffna ..  ^ 145 106 6 7 1 22 1 ^  . 1 J
Mannar . .  . . 90 72 4 1 13 ' ^
MuUaittivu.. ' . . 24 22 - '"■■■ 2 --^

Eastern Province.

Batticaloa . . 3s 16 19 3 — ■

Trincomalee 8 6 1 1 . “ *• .

North-Western Province.
T

Knrunegala 39 27 1 4 --- — 6 I
Puttalam  . . . 29 27 2 ■ --^ —̂  . — f -1. -
CJhilaw 60 49. _ 3 2 1 -- - 5 '

North-Central Province. ''

Anuradhapura
*r 6 3 — 1 2

P ro v in ce  of Uva,

^duUa
■>

1 0 6 1 3 — — . — — —
%.j

tovincc o f  Sdbaragmhuwa. ^ -

latnapura -  12 8 —r 3 — 1 --- __ _ — «...
Le^lla .  , 19 11 2

“ f ~
6 1

    
 



L 20 CiYI^ON ADMINiSTRATtON REPORTS FOR 1917. [Past I.
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t>O cq CO i-T no Cp pH (M tH COfH f-C

lO O 1>H< PH pH t- us HIHi pH '"’fc; <M <N
Iff

'-.'pH.OO CO HI O^  pH us fHHi tp bo Hi

■ns'tfo

•SeiButê
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, iwH pH

©q ©q o  ©q usHi Hi pH 
I> pH US

. f  i> b  os M ©q fh ^
b  OS c©pH 00 F-t<D US CO
©qPH

• i> ©q ©q CO1> t- 
CO

US b  ^O US CSUS ©q ©q
OO OStpus

CO
1> pH
A©i?

' '6010010̂
us
QÔ
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ŝ l> «O
g  o  ^
■S Ci o>

pH pH 05 Mi © 05 © © tp © p H 05 ua © Mi © 0 pH 0 © © CO CO 05 C i 00 Mi '

C i 0 > 05 pH CO Mi CO 00 C i p H CO 00 Mi Mi © 00 05 © C i © t> pH © © © CO CO Mi Öd
CO ffO Mi CO 4J4 10 Mi 05 Mi CO CO CO Mi 05 CO Mi CO Mi 05 CO 05 Ml CO 05 © CO 05 05 C5 05

f-4 i -H i- H i—l O O O O O O C O O O

» »  W Ä ' ^ o o ’̂ i b o o o c i O Ä  
^  ^  uo Tjfr CO t H CO W5 ^  CO

f-HCOt>*OIOCO<NCOOO<OCOTi<OCOTHt>i-<CO«0
o  o  ¿1 Ci oa i  ¿0 M lo (i) o  <N pH io o  tH «  w ¿1 o

< N < M C O £ ^ 0 0 < N ' n H ( N ' ^

00 OOOiCOOOp-HCdOdiOCO "tj« '̂ T!fiU5rü»OC0TH'̂ Ti<
Oi THCOr-4I>l£i05CO»̂ rHffOCOOO<Ot̂ lOiOCOTti<0

TjH^^OOO05*^10C0»0THl>TH(Nt^OOff0öa '̂ CO•TÍ̂ Tí̂ lí5rî '̂ Ŝ CO*̂ '̂ ĵ CO'̂ '̂ »OTí̂ '̂ 1̂ TÍfCO3
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• > « > • > «  p p . ** p p
0 0 * ^ > O G > ' C 9 0 0 l D C 0 0 0  
CO 05- pH- W  CO © 5,*^ ,

rie«
pH CO ©  •

tP tp  ©  <
O l 05- pH •
CO co“

. »

l l l

«l®lorHioi f-ihiHN HjOî f̂NmHi F*<ooecioei-Wi
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<N i-H VO CO HH f ^

lO pH I-* 10 O . CD o:> ic V 00 CD (M
lO O ©4 CD pH rt* 05 HH'̂ XO COO^ pH ^ pH

pH 00 CD 00 0<1 05 
O  VO CD iO  l >  l >  CD (M pH

tH 0  o pH 1—1 X © O Ti X O tP X X tP tP X Ip© X CD Til X X © to x x d O tH tp X l> XX **. 0  Til © d 16 pH pH rH © d pH
00 ©i

00 05  O  CO 
00 CO 6 0  CO 00
0 0  00 0 5  O  CO

<0 © l> CD ©) (M p H ^01

CO 00 O  05 »D  O  
O  05  Til ©q CD 

CO O  C5 p H 00 O
e i  CO Co i i i
CO HH

O Til CD GO CO
pH. oo ©:i CO O  00 CO C<ĴTi IM £t 
p H T iT  iO  0>  c» r 56
T *i p H

o
H

r*i ID CD to 05 ID Hi* *0 © O 16 O ©I O l> 
^  to t> CO ic
p H p -I 03| p HG9

05 pH r- lo ©i o  Til (M CD ©i 05 pH
p H 16 t r  O  D5

O 1£> C<T CO 16 T̂
CO pH

CD d d lOX X tp 0 o0 X CDO X
0 f X to X XX ft

o  o  o »-«eo 16 COr-©!Til p H

<M Tfi eq 00 O t* tH
4.4̂

00  CO 0 0  CO 
<M Jt^ CO p H

05 00 00 CQ ©<1 00 ^  pH-
N O  Til O
16- Tfl tPH pHrTil

pH 1^* ©q 00  
T il 0 5  OCO 0©
O CO iH
T il

o
H

I
i>utp-i -
Xi
H

. lo
Oh

§  O cS 0  §o M S44-- a -Ti ffi O c8 cS

I
6

6

' - . I
' *  ̂Q

'.b©43 fl
^ ft*' 
ft-3 - 'ft pe

. IS

S
i P

• §

I
I
f

. 03 • • •. rO . : S .
o  -S  
b p  S  S  '  S S S3 S

, 3  S  §  0  5 3g- ?H bO-̂  &
■ s l l s l  IC5 -5 §  WE-i

g

is §*iS
S 3  I ' f  I

3
2 i’.3-4S
.a
IGQI
o
DPJO

*o
.s©
05©-0

H

    
 



L 32 OEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOE 1917. TPabt I.

‘BOlfOtlJ
utnsj:m sa:

f 04

S i
t-

IDt-
CO
ID

0  00 po t -CD t -  iD
CO ID ^  i-<X CO fH

04
ID
COCD

«
aa 1 
»

0  0
to  ID 1 CO a> rH

ID t =-n  ^ •CD c© £>•
•wniO jeJuiex 0 ^  f 04 ¿ 0  t 1 0  . o4 1 c> 1

00 I GO 1> 00 1 1 X t* 1 l> 1

ID CO CO' 0  04 0  1- o> t-» X I-HCD tHtH' CO »©■ »D Tfi Ml 0> ID CO 0
l l ® 2 i J i CO D4 04 04 CO 04 04 04 S  CO 04 i-H

I ' § l s ® ¥

*S ^ 2® ^

l 2 g §S 3  TitH
iS ^ g

rj< t' eol>(N t> OO Tj( (N o> 
t~ <-* M ei lo

-TS

s
■|O

o
«18

I
ft
tI’5_
Pk
<D

O
<S

ft
g*-3
S
«■

I
ti
i

Oi

u - «
o

’Zl
TJ
gs

I-®
I
&Q

IW
c3

I

c>»O’

"■55̂
eo

10 o>
Tfi

i T-l

S
a-
ft

'■3 g
c3 Ji

«

'S-*
o . ,

S'

ft

J I a'♦go©SMS

CO ' a  CO I
<M CO t  O i §

CO CO-CO CO J1 'Oi <6

(M O-CO 
CO <M

»0 04 CO
OD C4
(M CO CO 04

o>04 l> O04 »-«

tH CO 10 CO 04 04 00 CO CO CO CO 04 10CO ^ o04 CO

04 CO 00•’«n 10 04 CO i-< 00 CO CO 04 04 o>04 CO CO ’ii* 04

CO o> 
»H"tH CO CO ^  Od 00 

CO CO ©4 04
04
04

O  10
t H 04

GO CO >-H 
!>• CO «5 

0 4

p  CO 04 CO 
t -  04 » 0  C4 
<M 04 ^

O
04

00 CO

cb-u^'^Til i-H 04 CO
04

tH 04 CO 04

0̂4 00 
04 - i

O  t H 
CO 04

CO CO
04 CO

l>04 04

CD O W5 lO

CO
Til

CO04 •-4 CO GO 00 i-H 04
o  i-1O fH04 fh

CO
» tk -*3 .fi

X

•snosie^[
I-H W X  £-T U X  iHH fH HH

•serBniea:
X  1 2  2 * ^  -ID tP

•saiBHir
X04MI <3SXpH1> X X ĵ  X04 04 fM *W <-h
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Civil.] VITAL STATISTICS. L33
XIX— D̂eaths of Children under One Year, and their Proportion to 1,000 Births in 

Ceylon and in 6aeh Province and District in 1916 and 1917, 
and the Averages for 1907-1916.

Average, 1907--1916. 1916. 1917.

S Ù 2 S ® 9 O § g d O S c8o § i
fl  ̂O
i  $ 9 .

l iS liSS ®

Pbovinoe and Distbiot. ¿ a
«H O 5  l-S 3 Oo  a l a s 2  o O d ^  a oo  g

H
É

S sn O ® TO

l a - s w l |c8 H

® & S) s' 
1 1 ^ 1  
1  S o « 1

oTO ® ^ TJ
■§ i  -.

S Si

■ § S's'«
/ - W A ffi Q « o

' CeVlon’ 155,314 -30,021 .  194 174,930 32,128 184 183,975 .31,977 174

Weatem Province 37,966 5,627 • 149 41,260 5,896 146 44,961 6,376 142
Central Province 26,437 5,685 214 30,767 6,496 211 32,589 6,626 203
Southern Province ' 26,161 4,315 160 28,872 4,422 153 29,581 4,334 147
Northern Province 13,436 2,863 214 16,154 3,201 211 14,568 3,128 215
Eastern Province 7,573 1,759 236 8,684 1,824 210 8,312 2,096 252
North-Western Province 15,740 3,846 248 18,344 3,859 210 19,544 3>467 *  177
North-Qentral Province 3,241 925 291 3,502 873 249 4,466 ,868 194
Province of tTva .8,7^5 1,856 211 10,244 2,171 212 10,193 ’ 1,995 -196
Province of Saharagajnuwa . . 15,965 3,166 196 18,103 3,387 187 19,772 3^088 156

Western Province. -

Colombo j 20,859 3,324 159 22,406 3,390 151 24,646 3,675 149
Negombo 6,442 947 149 6,905 953 138 7,428 1,038 140
Kalutara . . . 10,665 1,356 127 11,949 1,552 130 12,878 1,662 129

> Central Province.

Kandy 16,172 3,344 207 18,729 .3,763 201 19,768 3,935 199
Matale 4,310 1,051 242 6,077 1,146 226 4,969 1,073 216

. Nhwara Eliya 5,955 1,290 216 6,961 1,587 228 7,852 1,618 206

Southern P rovirm .
’ -

GaUe 11,809 1,674 142 12,408 1,647 133 1$,642 1,938 143
Matara . r 9,787 1,420 145 10,894 1,533 14Ò 11,109 1,612 136
Hambantota. . 4,566 1,221 276 5,670 1,252 226 4,930 884 179

y  ■
Northern Pfovmce,

JaSna 11,866 2,329 198 13,290 2,613 192 12,765 2,579 202
Mannar . . . 936 330 358 1,101 376 342 993 369 372
Mullaittivu . . 634 194 3l6 763 212 278 810 . 180 222

Eastern Province. -

Batticaloa . . 6,407 1,461 227 7,308 1.569 2l6 6,853 1,791 261
nVincomalee . . 1,166 308 269 1,376 256 186 1,459 305 209

ifiorthnWestem Province. -Jt-
•V. £>

Kurunegda . . 11,647 3,044 267 13,833 3,078 223 14,589 2,627 180
■ Puttalam ... ’ . . 1,063 324 306 1,111 .307 276 1,367 332 245

Obilaw ... 3,030 478 160 3,400 474 139 3,598 508 ' 141

N orth-Central Province.
*

Anuradhapura 3,241 925 291 3,602 873 2̂ 49 4,465 868 194

)
P ro v in c e  o f Vva. -

BaduUa .r.■> •>
8,795 1,856 211 '10,244 2,171 212 10,193 1,995 196.

P ro v in ce  o f  S a b a r^ a m u w a .
-

Ratnapura . . 6,644 1,407 213 7,905 1,596 202 8,539 1,479 173
Kegalla , . 9,321 1,748 195 10,198 1,791 176 11,233 1,609 143

    
 



L 34 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917; [Paet I.

X X .— P̂opulation of Ceylon at different Age-periods Estimated to the Middle of 1916, 1917, 
 ̂ and the Yearl3r Averages for 1907-1916.

Age.
Average,_l 907-1916. 1916.

•
1917. ♦

Persons. Males. Pemales. Persons. Males. Females. Persons. Males. j  Females.

All Anns 4;i73,861 2,214,149 1,969.712 4,482,809 2,374,432 2,108,377 4,689,635 2,431,014 2,158,621

Under ö years . .  
5 years and under 10 ..  

10 . Do. 16 .. 
16 Do.' 20 .. 
20 Do. 25 . .  
26 Do. 36 ,. 
36 Do. 46 .. 
45 Do 65 .. 
36 years and upwards ,.. ‘

668.179 
■ 580,022 

480,506 
390,961 
403,829 
694,778 
435,368 
269,676 
260,562

343,217
399,017
260,494
192,322
¿03,679
375,136
247,293
143,827
148,064

32é,962
280,405
220,012
198,629
200,250
319,642
188,075
125,849
101,888

663,712
616,225
§53,740
378.627 
424,616 
765,698 
489,857
307.627 
282,807

340,462
315,522
296,385
194,264
21L646
406,731
279,176
164,342
165,905

323,260 
' 300,703 

257,356 
184,363 
212,970 
358,967 
210,682 
143,185 
116,902

679.529 
630,909 
566,936 
387,649 
434,734 
783,945
501.530 
314,856 
289,647

- 348,675 
.323,041 
303,448 
198,893 
216,689 
416,423 
285,828 
168,258 
169,859

• '330,954 
307,868 
263,488 
188,756 
218,045 
367,522 
215,702 
146,598 
119,688

XXI.—Number pf Deaths registered at different Age-periods in 1916 and 1917, and th^
Yearly Averages for' 1907-1916.

Age.
Average, 1907-1916. 1916. 1917.

iersons. Males. Females. Persons. Males. Females. Persons. Males. Females.

Arr. Anns •• 123,506 62,042 00,864 120,162 61,150 59,012 113,389 57,812 65,677

Under 5 years 50,901 25,638 25,363 51,655 26,178 25,477 51,214 26,236 24,978
6 years and tmder 10 .. 7,967 3,837 4,130 6,649 3,123 3,626 6,131 2,892 8,239

10 Do. 16 .. 4,547 2,296 2,252 3,945 1,967 1,988 3,307 1,705 1,602
16 Do. 2 0 .. 4,010 2,082 1,928 3*817 1,902 1,916 3,440 .U,732 1,708
20 Do, 2 5 .. 6,632 2,426 3,106 5,607 2,415 3,092 5,125 ■ 2,160-. , 2,965
26 Do. 3 5 .. 11,999 6,330 6,669 11,431 4,989 " 6,442 10,326 *4,392 5,933
35 Do. 4 5 .. 9,764 6,342 4,422 9,829 5,081 4,248 8,460 4,563 3,897
45 Do. 6 6 .. 8,148 4,705 3,443 7,487 4,402 3,086 6,693 ■ 3,9̂ 43 2,750
66 years and upwards.. 20,638 11,087 9,651 ' 20,342 11,103, 9,239 18,694 10,189 8,505

XXII.—Annual Rate of Mortality per 1,000 Living at the different Ages in 1916 and 1917, 
and the Yearly Averages for 1907-1916.

Average, 1907-1916. 1916. 1917.

Persons. Males. Females. Persons. Males. Females. Persons. Males. Females.

Aijc. Aqbs •• 29-6 29-3 31 1 26-8 25-8 28-0 24-7 23-8 -25-7

Under 5 years 76-9 76-1 78-8 77-8 76-9 78-8 75-4 75-3 S s-5
5 years and under 10.. 13-9 12-8. 14-8 10-8 9-9 11-7 9-7 9-0 10-5

.10 Do. 15.. 9-6 8:9 10-5 7-1 6-6 7-7 .5 -8 5-6 6-1
15 Do. 20 .. 10-4 10-9 10-0 10-1 9-8 10-4 8-9 rSY 9-0
20 Do. 25 .. 13-7 11-9 16-5 13-0 11-4 14-5 l i - 8 10-0 13-6
25 Do. 35 .. 17-3 14-2 21-0 14-9 12-3 18-0 13-2 c 10-6 16-1
36 Do. 4 6 .. 22-5 21-8 23-6 19*0 18-2 20-2 16-9 16-0- 18-1
45 Do. 55 .. 30-6 33-1 27-7 24-4 26-8 21-6  ̂ 21-3 -  23-4 18-8
55 years and upwards .. 83-1 74-8 94-4 71-9 66-9 79-0 64-6 60-0 7 t - l
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C i v i l . ] VITAL STATISTICS. L43

XXV.—Statement of Zymotic Causes of Deaths registered itt Ceylon in each Month in 1917.
(i?he Number against each Disease represents the Number of tbe Heading under which the Disease appears in the 

• Detailed List of Causes of Death-)

Causes of Death.
§ 1

«
- S' 

n P4
<

«5 .
O 1

••+S
Sr- to 
<

(DrO
1
o02

Ù<X>
o•43o 

' O

u

1
9
izi

.c
i9
6

1917.

♦

No. 1.—Enteric 31 34 39 45 29 28 39 34 29 34 38 37 417
No. 4.—^Malaria and Malarial 

CacheSda 128 132 104 '  104 103 100 108 116 106 IQl 82 93 1,277
No. 6 (cj.— Smallpox 6 1 7 2 — ---- 2 — 3 1 21
No. 10.—^Influepza 10 1 8 13 6 10 14 9 8 9 5 13 111
Nos. 12 and 13.— Cholera .. 1 2 --^ — — — -- - — 3
No. 14.—Dyseptery 277 248 243 214 230 254 m 305 240 261 847 845 3,059
No. 15.—Plague 21 4 i .62 36 14 6 5 2 4 5 9 0 211
No. 89.—Acute Bronchitis . . 89 72 85 44 68 51 83 81 55 72 51 54 765
No. 90.—Chrohic Bronchitis 

and BiOnchieotasis 14 4 7 7 10 9 12 10 6 4 12 6 101
No. 91.—Broncho-pneumonia 61 57 •73 79 79 74 86 83 53 54 63 74 836
No. 92.—Pneumonia 446 366 368 354 371 326 376 395 320 286 299 283 4,169
Nos. 104 and 105.—Diarrhoea, 

Enteritis, &c. 972 776 $25 789 907 996 1,043 1,051 950 953 92$ 889 11,074
No. 145 (d).—Integumentary 

DiseS.ses 1,150 879 762 684 659 636 038 668 687 886 915 1,034 9,497
No. 189 (d).—Pyrexia 1,586 1,306 1A93 1,227 1,294 1,196 1,371 1,281 1,121 1,211 L187 1,181 15,022

XXVI.-—Death-rates per Milliph of the Estimated Popnltitiop from the Principal DiSOWs 
in each District of the Island for the Year 1917.

Pro-vinoe and 
District.

l l¥g .9 o 
H i ' S

•4»

O•§ •S 3 § 
i ’S ’o i  

I ■

.53
1s

GO

i
O

•i
Ìum

1*
1iS

é
8

1a
CQ

1H
H 
1 i OiSI.a in £

1

-Ceylon 4,589,635 91 278 066 821 2,954 189 1,000 2,217 189 575 047 3,273

Western— ’
Colombo 695,108 396 137 263 1,477 2,588 223 4,28$ 586 570 240 253 1,681
Negombo . 186,353 86 327 215 626 1,234 38 644 939 172 80 140 3,241
Kalutara ,  305,903 72 209 376 1,085 5,923 143 543 1,321 36 722 02 1,672

Central—
Kandy 434,090 37 267 1,509 781 1,741 323 1,751 3,606 233 1,667 714 1,345
Matale ., 107,935 — 463 i.ir! 760 1,621 666 2,000 3,567 19 1,650 74 5,179
Nuwara Eliya 167,418 30 90 2,025 478 1,833 614 2,789 375 340 1,189 974 657

Southern— ■ ''
Galle . ; 318,155 101 207 102 1,116 6,233 79 289 4,407 ’ 38 563 V 104 2,153
Matara 249,839 81 292 106 957 6,544 52 152 4,944 16 336 80 3,414
Hambantota 110,314 36 345 54 535 5,928 82 264 4,623 9 9 9 9,627

Northern—
Jafina .. 338,622 9 629 732 1,001 2,806 340 2,484 700 86 6 289 6,644
Mannar 24,169 — 889 3,806 124 2,193 41 3,186 1,324 ---- ____ 124 6,785
Mullaitti'vu.. 17,110 — 760 526 176 3,666 117 3,974 760 — 117 234 3,682

Eastern—
Batticaloa .. 162,782 18 616 1,606 240 927 61 m 2,878 — 135 J54 0,558
Trinoomalee 30,277

1 66 727 2,345 694 2,610 66 2,072 925 105 132 495 3,402

Nortb-W estem-
- Kurunegala 310,791 10 68 11 560 1,393 42 431 1 1,515 ■ 39 109 132 6,384

Puttalam . 38,517 20 1,688 1.108 286 4,907 26 1,765 1,464 78 130 104 2,570
Chilaw 94,626 11 328 03 370 1,904 63 434 592 21 74 233 2,444

North-Central— -
Anuradhaptlra 85,949 — 733 303 209 1,792 47 616 1,385 47 . 58 210 5,701

iJva— » ,
, Badulla 221,496y 27 303 U815 578 4,935 438 1,856 4,465 226 1,901 1,964 3,327

Sabaragamu'wa "
Ratnapura .. 168,538 42 409 1,246 1,178 3,116 279 1,066 4,581 540 1,193 866 3,560
Regalia 251,798 4 131 298 747 1,362- 115 429 1,180 226 651 95 3,678

9(1)18

    
 



L 4 4 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [P a r t  I.

XXVII.—Causes of Death, registered in Ceylon in 1916 and 1917, and the Averages in 1907-1916,
with Rates per Million for each Group.

Number of Deaths. Death-rftte per Million 
Persons living.-

Causes oe D eath.
Average,

1907-1916. 1916. 1917. Average,
1907-1916. ’ 1916. 1917.

All  CausSS 127,118 120,162 . 11,3,389 30,618 .26,805 ' 24,705

I.—General Diseases 22,894 21,788 20,836 5,617 4,860 4,540
I.' Epidemic Diseases ■ , 8,3h7 6,930 6,485 2,030 1,546 1,196
2. Septic Diseases 129 161 158 31 36 34
3, Tuberculous Diseasps 4,401 4,271 '  4,112 1,057 953 896
4. Venereal Diseases 139 140 185 ■ 32 31 40 '
6. Cancer or Malignant Diseases .. 413 421 421 99 94 92
6. Other General Diseases 

II.—Diseases of the Nervous System and
9,496 9,866 10,475 2,268 2,201 2,282

of ihe Organs of Special Sense 14,902 15,852 .14,972 3,567 3,536 3,262
III.—^Diseases of the Circulatory System .. 943 956 981 226 213 214
IV.—^Diseases of the Respiratory System .. 8,600 9,202 9,267 2,035 2,053 2,019

V.—Diseases of the Digestive System 23,526 20,449 18,828 5,661 4,562 4,103
VI.—Non-venereal Diseases of the Genito-

Drinary System and Annexa 638 768. 823 152 169 179
VII.— T̂he Puerperal State 

VIII.—^Diseases of the SMn and of the
3,553 4,020 3,762 855 897 820

Cellular Tissue
IX.—Diseases of the Bones and of the

9,702 9,785 10,038 2,324 2,183 2,187

Organs of Locomotion 13 14 16 3 f-3 3
X.—^Malformations . .  .. 17 10 10 4 2 2

XI.—^Diseases of Early Infancy 6,187 7,159 • 7,528 1,477 , 1,697 1,640
XII.—Old Age ■ ..

X in .—^Affections produced by External
3,408 3,864 3,869 814 862' 843

Causes 2,323 ?,272 2,347 556 607 <511
1. Suicide 210 224 240 60 60 62
2, Homicide 207 170 183 60 38 40
3. Judicial Hanging or Execution 35 26 38 8 6 8
4. Accident and other External

Violence 1,871 1,852 1,886 448 413 411
XIV.—Ill-defined Diseases .. 30,512 24,033 20,112’ 7,327 5,361 4,382

Causes of Death registered in the Island in 1916 and J917 and the Averages in 1907-1916.

Causes of Death.
I.—6f!jsr|!RAi, Diseases.

1.—Enteric Eevpr 
2 —Typhus Fever
3.—^Relapsing FeVer 
, S (a)’Malaria 
■ ( (by Malarial O p̂hexia

f(a) Vaccinated
5. —SmAllpox < (6) Not Vaccinated 

[_(c) Doubtful
6. —^Measles
7. —Scarlet Fever
8. —Whooping Cough . . .  

r ( a )  Diphtheria
9. -< (b) Membranous Laryngitis 

q J  [_(,c) Croup
10. —Influenza
11. —Miliary Fever , ,.
12. —Asiatic Cholera
13. —Cholera NostrasI" ( ' (a)  Amoebic Dysentery 
U  (r  -  •" —1 4 .  (6) BaciUaiy Dysentery 

Dysentery.(t3rpe not distinguished)
15. —Plague
16. —YeUow Fever
17. —^Leprosy
18. —Erysipelas

f ( a )  Mumps
(r -- -■(6) Varicella (Chickenpox) 

[(c) Other Epidemic Diseases 
[ (a)  Pyaemia

20. -< (6) Septiosemia
l̂ (c) Vaccinia

21. —danders

Average,
907-1916. 1916. 1917.

(.
1 ,162  . . 541 . 417

10 . . — —

1,341 !! 1 ,2 7 5  ! 841
914  . . 606 . ó36

65 ..' 13  . 21
85  . . 193 . 147

62 !! 61  . 44
7 . . 8 . 11

9  ’ ! 7  ! 7
i r o  . . 100 . 111

82 ;! 44 3
A . . 
1 . . 1 . 1
1 . . __ __

4 ,6 3 6  . . 3 ,6 5 9  . 3 ,0 6 8
271* . . • 2 8 6  . 211

71 . ! 62  '. 98
67  . . 6 5  . 56

2 . . 2  . 3
17 . . 17 . 20

— __ ■ jC ~

29  . . 29  . 31
98  . . 131 r 127

1 . . 1 . —
—  . . — —

► Average show n for 3 years, 1914-1916.

    
 



0IVU..3 VITAL STATISTICS.

 ̂ Causes of Death registered iu the Island, &c.—oontd.
1 Causes of Death.

L 45

.  <aI

O

23.—^AothraX . .  , .
23.—^Babies, Hydrophobia 
2 4 —^Tetams
25. —Mycoses
26. —^pellagra . .
27. —^Beri-Beri . * . . .
28 Í Acute pulmonary Tuberculosis . .

1 (&) Chronic Prámona;^ Tuberculosis».
29. —Acute Miliary Tuberculosis
30. —^Tiiberculous Meningitis 
3J.—‘Abdominal Tuberculosis
32. —Tuberculosis of the Spine ” , .
33. -LTuberoulosia of Joints
34. —̂ Tuberculosis of other Organa (Lyuo-

. ■phatism excepted)
^35.—Disseminated Tuberculosis 

36.—RiOkets ' , .
¿7.—Syphilis . . .
37a.*--Parangi (Framboesia Tropipum, Yaws) 
38.iT-Gronocoocus Infection 

'39.-*-Cancer aud Other Malignant Tumours 
of the Buccal Cavity

40. —Cancer aud other Malignant Tumours
of the Stomach, L iv e it

41. —Capeer and other Malignant Tumours
Of the Peritoneum, fiitestines. Rec­
tum , .

42. -—Cancer and other Malignant Tumours
of the Female Geuital Organs

43. —Cancer and other Malignant Tvunours 
 ̂ Of the Breast

44. —Cancer and other Malignant Tumours
of the Skin

45. —Cancer apd other Malignant Tumours
of other Organs Or of Organs pot 

i specified '
^46.'—Other TUmours (Tumours of

Female Gepital Orgaps excepted)
47.— ÂcUte Rheurnatic Fever,

{(a) Rheumatoid Arthritis 
(6) Osteo-íArthrítis . .

(c) Chronic Rheumatisnr
(d) Gout ■

49.--<-ScurvJ?'
50.—^Diabetes (Mellitps) . .
61.—Exophthalmic Goitre 

j62.—^Addison’s Disease . .  
gg ( (a) L6Ueoeythse3mia ..

■ \ (h) Lymphadenoma..
K. f (a) Ansemia 

I (6) Chlorosis

{(o) Diabetes Insipidus
(b) Purpura

(c) Haemophilia
(d) Other General Diseases

56.—Alcoholism (acute or obrozdo)
67.—Chronic Lead Poisoning
68.—Other Chronic Poisonings (occupational)
69.—Other ChrOnio PoisopingS (non-ocenpa- 

tional) I .

the

Average,
1907- 1916. 1916. 1917.

32 .'. 56 . 60
423 .. 303 . 344— .. —— — • —*
3 .. 6 1

3*936 .. 3,929 3,768
12 .. 3 , ^ 10
6 .. 5 , ^ 2
16 .. 11 7
67 .. 74 63
3 .. 3 • 4
2 .. 2

314 .. 237 266
10 .. 7 6

4,026 .. 4,278 . • 4*870
117 .. 116 ,, 169
95 .. 73 ,, 69
20 .. 24 16

131 .. 123 ■ . 126

115 .. 143 •• 117

4 .. 7 .. 6

16 .. 15 31

19 ,. 37 22

7 .. 2 . -• 6

m  .. 94 113

12 .. 6 4
842 ,. 1,143 .. 1,068
2 .. tr—
1 .. 1 2
42 .. 10 .. 26
1 .. —i—
1 .. -- i . 1

207 -.. -277 269
1 .. — *. 4
1 .. 1 3
1 .. 3 t • I
2 . . — —

3,524 .. 3,629 *, 3,706
2 .. 2 • •
2 .. --- .mI.
22 .. 21 ,, 16
1 .. *—
12 .. 30 27
28 .. 23 • • 24— 1 k •— —
1 .. 2

II.—Diseases oe THt¡ EbbVopS System ajtd 
or THE Obgaps or SUEotAL Sense.

60.—^Encephalitis *. . .  ' 19 . . 16 . . 15
r(o) Simple Meningitis 97 . . 106 . . 87

61.< (6) Cerebro-Spinal Fever 2 . , I . . 2
. y c ) Septic Meningitisfrom various causes 7 ’3 . . 4

62.—Locomotpr Ataxia . • 1- . . — 1
63.—Other Diseases of the Spinal Cord 16 . . 16 . . 13
64.—Cerebral Haemorrhage, Apoplexy 187 . . 203 . . 183
66.—Softening of the Brain 5 . . — 2
66.—-Paralysis without specified cause 663 . . 739 . . 793
67.—General Paralysis of the Insane 1 . . 2 . . —

68.—Other forms Of mental alienation 31 . . 47 . . 40
69.—epilepsy 137 . . 144 . . 147
70.—Convulsions (non-puOrperal) 672 . . 876 . . 643
71.—Convulsions of Infants . .  16,792 . , 13,579. . . 12,916
72.—Chorea . .  . .  ; 1 . . __ , .  - —

73.—Neuralgia an<J Neuritis 21 . . 22 . . 14

    
 



L46 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS EOR 1917.

Causes of Death registered in the Island,

Causes of Death.
74.—OtheU Diseases of the Nervous System , .
76. —^Diseases of the Eyes Mid their Annexa . .
7 g j (o) Mastoid Disease ,

‘ t (&) Other Diseases of the Ears

i n . ^ D i S B A S E S  OB i b :® C niO U nA T O E Y  
SYsacEM.

77. —Pericarditis
7 8  I (®) Simple Acute Endocarditis 

‘ 1 (6) Infective Endocarditis

[Paet I.

Í (a) Mj^oearditis
(r  ^79..1 (6) Valvular Disease

l (̂c) Other Organic Diseases of the Heart
80. —Angina Pectoris , .  . .

r  (a) Aneurism ..
81. «J (6) Atheroma, Arteriosclerosis

i.(c) Other Diseases of the Arteries . .  
82 Cer^raf Embolism and Thromhosis 

’ 116) l^niSolism and ThremboSis other than 
Cerebral

(а) Phlebitis . .
(б) Varicose Veins
(e) Niemorrhoids 
(d) Other Diseases of the Veins 
(a) Lyniphatism, Stattrs Dymphatieus.. 
{b} iSl^hantiasis Arabttm {Eilariasis) . .  
(c) Other Diseases of the Lymphatic

System

83.

84

85 I (a) Mæmorrhage from a n y  part 
■ 1(6) Other Diseases of the Circulatory

System

IV.— D̂israses oe the ReSfPbayoby System. 
86.—^Diseases of the Nose . .  

f  (a) Laryngismus Strîdnlus 
J (6) All forms of Laryngitis (Diphtheritic 
) excepted)
l_(c) Other Diseases of the Larynx 

.-—Diseases of the Thjrroid Body 
,— ÂOute Rronehitis

(a) Ohrenic Bronchitis . .  ‘
(fr) Drenshiectasis . .  . .
-BrUnehe^pneumcaiia . .  . .
-Pneumonia . ,
(a) Empyema 
 ̂(6) Other Pleurisy

.—^Puhnenary Congestion, Pulmonary Apo­
plexy

.—Gangrene of the Lungs 

.—Astlima . ,

.—^Pulmonary Emphysema 
' -Otheï Diseases of the BegpiratorySystem  

(Tuberculosis excepted)

87

88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.

95
96
97
98

1
l(¿

V.—D iseases o f  t h e  D î&XStive System. 
'(a) Diseases of the Teeth and Gums (Oral 

Sepsis) . .  . .  _
99.-  ̂ (6) Thrush, Stomatitis

(c) Parotitis (Septic) . .
(d) Other Diseases of the Mouth and 

Annexa
f(a) Tonsillitis (other than Diphtheritic) 

100. J (6) Quinsy ..
| (̂c) Other Diseases of the Pharjmx

101—  Diseases of the ŒsophagUs
102—  Gastric tJlcer

{(a) Gastritis, Gastric Catarrh
(6) Other Diseases of the Stomach 

(Cancer excepted)'
 ̂(a) Epidemic Diarrhoea 
(6) Diarrhoea Infantile, Diarrhoea due to 

food
104 (c) Diarrhœa undefined
& (d) Enteritis ..

105. (e) Gastro-enteritis 
(/) Colic
(g) Intestinal Ulceratipn, Colitis 

i (Ji) Duodenal Ulcer
106.—^Anehylostomiasis
107.—Intestinal Parasites . .
ÎQ8.—^Appendicitis and Typhlitis

Average,
190-7-1916. 1916. 1917.

76 . . 8 5  . . 74
10 . . 10 . . 2 0

1 . . 2
5 . . 4  . . 16

18 . . 19 . . 24
4 . . 9 . . 5

— 1 . . 1
7 . . 7 9

60 . .  . 6 3  ■ 91
491 . . 5 0 6  . . -506

11 . . H  .. 5
4 . . 3  . . 3
2 . . 2  . . 2
2 . . 2  . . 3
9  . . 12  . . 15

5 . . 8 . . 8
2  . . 1 . . 2
3 . . 16  . . —

284 . . 281 . . 274
1 . . 1 . . —

—  ' — 1
2 . . 1 •- 5

4  . . 2  . . 9
15 . . 11 . . 17

5 . . — 1

19 . . 15  . . 25
— 1

20 . . - lA  . . 14
5 . . I . . 1
2  . . ___

796 . . 833  . . 7 6 5 -
132 . . 112 . . 97

4 . . 12  . . 4
640 . .  • 7 8 5  . . 836

3 , 69 0 . . 4 , 0 3 5  . . 4 ,169
10 . . 22  . . 16
49  . . 66  . . 54

40 . . 3 2  . .
c
54

6 . . 4  . . ‘ 7
345 . . 359  . . 390

2  . . .2 . . —

2 ,7 35  . . 2 , 9 0 8  . . 2 , 8 Í 4

9 . . 4  . . 1
950 . . . 1 , 00 8 . . 774

— 1 . . —

5 1 . . 6
44 . . 63  . . 103

5 . . 2 . . • 2
87 . . 91  . . 57

1 . . 1 . . ___
11 . . 10  . . 11
38  . . 38  . . 43

248 . . 5 0 9  . , 371
— — -

1,666
13,073

787
62
23
16

2
1,996
3,468

11

1,263
9,822

699
125

26
20
1

2,505
3,419

13

1,143 
9,031 

753 
,  1J8 

12 
19

2,639
2,972

17

    
 



Civil.] VITAL STATISTICS.

Causes of I)ôatli registered in the Island, &o.— contd.

Causes of Death.
Average,
1907->l91fi. 1916. 1917

,f,Q ((a) Hernia ‘ . .  , , 94 108 . . 102
■ 1 (6) Intestinal Obstruction 71 . . 87 ... 90

n  n i  Psjlosis (Sprue br Ceylon Sore-mouth) 
*■ \(6) Other Diseases Of the Intestine

9 . . 11 9
31 35 . . 38

111.—Acute Yellow Atrophy of the Liver 6 . . 9 . . 7
112.—Hydatid Tumour of the LiVer , , 1 1 . . 1

1 (0 ) Cirrhosis of the Liver (Aleoholic) . . 
\ (6) Cirrhosis of the Liver (Toxic) - . .

14 . . 1 . . 3
96 . . 123 . , 109

114.—Gallstones — . , ^  , 1
115.—Other Diseases of thu Liver . . 229 . . 301 206
116.—Diseases of the Spleen 44 . . 17 . . 29
117.—Peritonitis (cause unknown) 95 109 . . 109
118.—Other Diseases of the Digestive System  

(Cahoer and Tuberculosis excepted) . . 252 . . 26 . . 54

L 4 7

VI.—NoiT'ViiNEBfiAL D iseases OethS Genito- 
UeINaby System and AshnexA.

119. —Acute Nephritis
120. —Bright’s Disease
121. —Chyluiia . .
122. —Other Diseases pf the, Eddneys and

Annexa
123. —Urinary Calculi

• 124^Diseases. of the Bladder
126.—Diseases of the Uretha, Urinary Abscess,

&o.  . .
126. —Diseases of the Prostate
127. —Diseases of the Idale. Genital Organs

(noh-venereal) . .  . ,
128. —Uterine Hamorrhage (noh’puerperal) . .
126’.—Uterine Tuinour (non-oanoerous) . ,
130. —Other Diseases of the Uterus
131. —Cysts and pther Tumours of the O vary,.
132. —Salpingitis and other Diseases of the

Feniale Genital Organs
133. —Noni-puerperal Diseases of the BreaSt

-  (Cahcer eStcepted) . .  ■

V n.—ThcE PüEEPEBAii State.

{(«) Abortion, Miscarriage . .
(6) Ante-partum Hsemorrhage , .

Ic) Ectopic Gestation . • , , .
(d) Other Accidents of Pregnancy 

—Puerperal Et»morrl)^ge 
,Other Accidents of C3iild«feirth 
-Puerperal Septicanda ..
(o) Puerperal Albmninurjft, Nephritis, &o. 
(6) í*üerperal Eclampsia . .
(a) Puerperal Phlegmasia, Alba Dolens 
(6) Puerperal Embolism, Sudden Death, 

Ac. ■ •
f (a) Puerperal Insanity 
[(6) OCnseqttCnces of Child-birth (not 

otherwise defined) . .
-Puerperal Diseases oí the Breast

134

35.
136.
.»37.-
138,

139

■»
140.

141.

Vipi.— D̂iseases oe tb® Skin seid oe the 
CEiinLA® Tissxip.

142.—Gangrene
. . _ ((a) Carbuncle . .  -,
 ̂ ' 1(6) Eurunele (Boil)

,44 f(a) ThlegmOn . .

\(6) Acute Abscess, Abscess unqualified . .

i(o) Ulcer, Bedsore
(6) ECzema 
(c) Eemphigus

(if) Other Diseases of the Integumentary 
System (Elephantiasis Arabum 
excepted)

121 f * 97 i • 149
339 *-• 524 ♦ • 522

2 -• 1 t  * 1

20 14 21
3 6 * , 1

66 75 •• 75

21 8 • 4 13
2 •• 3 ♦ •

12 3 7
9 3 C • 3
2 1 2

17 9 * , 15
6 •• 2 * ♦ 4

4 3 • . 1

7 u • 9 • f 9

32 29 • 22
3 ' 1 4
1 1 é- * 2

28 29 32
102 159 132
284 « 303 * « 277 '

1,876 • 2,133 1,839
3 5 , 4 8

925 . 1,205 L295
1 3 ••

2 « * 2
13 . . . 16 •• 24

246 135 • 124
2 • • 1 » • I

68 102 74
34 31 33
38 32 34
37 ,  , 60 • 61

278 175 196
127 134 ,  * 138

7 7 4
5, . . . 5 2

',437 9,239 9,497

IX.—Diseases-OË the Bones and oe the 
Obqans oe Locomotion.

f46.u-Diseases of the Bones (Tuberculosis and 
Mastoid Disease excepted)

147. —l3iseases of the Joints (Tuberculosis and
Eheumatism excepted) •

148. —Amputations .. ..
149. —Other Diseases of the Organs of Loco­

motion

4

10

    
 



L 48 CEYLON ADMINISTEATlOii REPORTS FOR 1917.

Owes of Death registered in the Island, &e.—contd.

jl916. 1917.

[Part I.

Causes of Death. 
X>’*“Mam'obmations.

'(a) Congenital Hydrocephalus , .
150.-^ (6) Congenmi Diseases of the Heart •. 

^(ei Other Congenital Malformations fStill- 
births exoludedi . .  ».

Average,
1907-1916.

0-< (< 
L('

151

XI.— D̂isEaSSs op Eably InpaitoV,
Premature Birth . .

(&) Debility
f(«)

■ Ì (c) Want of Breast Mük
I ...........  "j^d) Atrephy, Icterus, Sclerema Neona­

torum

{{a) Ateleótààis . .  . . .
(&) Injuries at Birth . .  . .

(ci Other XHseases peculiar to early 
In fa n cy  

153.— Êaofc of care
Xil.^—Old Age.

*"154.—Senility

xni.- .‘- A j ’PBCTIOJSrS P B O D IT C E D  B Y  

E X t b b n -a l  C a u s e s .

155.—Suicide by Poison
166. —Suicide by Asphyxia . .
167. —Suicide by Hanging or Strangulation ..
158. —Suicide by Drowning ..
159. —Suieide by 'f%earms ..
160. —Suicide by Cutting, or Piercing Instru­

ments
161. —Suicide by Jumping from high places . .
162. —Suicide by Crushing . .
163. —Suicide by other means
164. —Poisoning by pood

{(«) Snake hite
(b) Insect Stings (Venomous)

(c) Other Acute Poisonings . .
166.—Conflagratioif 
167.—Bums. (Conflagration excepted)
168.—^Absorptioju Of Deletodous Oases (Con.- 

flagration. excepted)
169.—^Accidental Drowning . .
170.—^Traumatism by Firearms •*..■-
171.—^Traumatism by Cutting or Pieiciug 

JhstrmueUts - ..
f{a) Traumatism by PaU from Trees 

, J (6) Traumatism by Fall from Ijeights 
■ j other than Trees. .  > •

(̂ (c) Traumatism by other Accidental Pah 
173.—^Traumatism iu Mines and Quarries 
174.—^Traumatism by Machines . .
175,1—^Traumatiam by other Crushing fVehiJlCS, 

Railroad^landslides, &c.)
176.—^Injuries by Ahimals . .  ‘ •
177.—Starvation
178.—^Excessive Cold . .  . .
179.—^Effects of H®at •.
180.—^Lightning . .  , •
181.—Electricity (Lightning excepted)
182.—^Homicide by Firearms
183.—^Homicide by Cutting or Piercing Instru­

ments
184.—^Homicide by Other means

185.—^Fractures (cause not specified)
(a) Judicial Hanging or Execution •.186, {(5) Other External Violence

f(o) 
187.J (6)

1(c) 
/(®) 
t(&)

(a)
(b)

188,

18.9. (c)
(d)
(e) 
(/)

Usr)

X r V . » - - : l L L -D B E i3 s r E D  D i s e a s e s . 

Dropsy . .  , .
Ascites . .  . .
Other Ill-defined Organic Disease . .  
Syncope
Sudden Death (not otherwise defined) 
Heart Faflure . .  , .
Atrophy, Debility, &c., three months 
and over ' . .

Teething . .  . .
Pyrexia
Marasmus and Asthenia ‘ . .
Other Ill-defined Causes
Diseases not specified , ,

2 .. 3 . . 2
2 — —

14 •• 7 . . 8

1,352 1,521 . . 1,591
4,438 ,. 6,410 . . 6,728

155 •• 66 . . 47

3 1 . . 3
11 ^27 . . Ì3

101 125 . , 137

16 7 . . 6
21 , 2 . . 4

3,354 3,864 . . 3,869

20 21 . . 20
2 — —

118 139 .. 160
34 28 . . 27
16 14 .. 13

8 10 . . 4
2 2 .. ' 1
7 , , 8 . . 6
6 2 .. 9

31 20 .. 29
215 , , 221 . . 212

7 5 . . 16
11 3 . . 3
2 3 .. 1

186 210 . . 231

11. 2 . . 8
363 . 440 . . 435
55 •• 40 . . 46

11 6 . . 7
392 ... 373 . .

39 48 .. 63
66 , , 48 . . 29
15 13 .. 21
7 10 . . 9

197 . . 208 . . 202
53 63 . . 73
60 35 . . 24
3 , 2 . . 6
5 , 8 . . 4

15 22 . . 14

33 18 !! 15

93 . . 83 . . 96
80 , 69 . . 72
19 . 27. . . 33
35 26 . . 38
60 45 . . 42

3,036 2,684 . . 2,586
158 176 . . 1932 . • — 1
12 . . 13 . . 28. 10 11 . . 10152 • • 184 . .  1

1,809 • 1,843 . . 1,7272 •  1
24,291 ... 18,767 ..’ 15,022241 . . 198 . . 238

121 , , 116 . . 124
25 41 . . 34
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' 4>

2!©
© M o  o  o  COM pH O M M 0> ©M M Hi

© tH © M ©MO© © 05 00
nt © 'M 1> M

oM9̂
M M tH ©© M © M ?0 M M 1

■>o>oM © . M M M
M

1
o>

r

Cm S
•Bitidou^ea;

o
©©

' ©'© © ©"© CO ©©O O mŵ  Hi© «  M H#
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XXIX.—Causes of Death registered on Estates in the Central, Dva, Sabaragamu'wa, and Western Provinces, 
and in Galle and Matara Districts in the Southern Province, and Kurunegala District in the < 

North-Western Province during the Year 1917. ,

Distbict.

Causes ov D eath . 1 c6 <8
u <6

i §

6
5cS

i
1

c8

1
1
1 .

1
SP

A

1
I•4»
a i i

■§ ‘
6 M izi n ñ Ö o

Am . Causes 19,098 5,823 1,332 3,403 2,980 1,742 1,255 415 1,244 318 281 308

I.— General D iseases 2,876 814 179 466 306 351 158 68 189 70
(

52 26
1. Epidem ic Diseases . . 2,139 613 137 365 411 256 90 42 114 49 45 17
2. Septic D iseases 34 6 — 10 8 4 1 1 4 — — —
3. Tuberculous Diseases 276 60 20 36 26 32 35 11 36 8 4 8
4. Venereal Diseases . .
5. Cancer or Malignant

113 33 7 20 28

6

10 8 4 — 3

Diseases 2 5 8 — 7 — 1 — 2 1 — —
6. Other General Diseases 289 94 15 28 27 49 20 14 29 12 — 1

II.—Diseases o f th e  Nervous
System  and of the Organs 
of Special Sense 1,891 378 129 273 209 153 178 77 189 45 26 34

III.—Diseases of the Circulatory
16 2 9 2System

IV.—^Diseases of the Respiratory
100 33 4 18

25

12 2 2

176 118 53System
V.—^Diseases of th e  D igestive

2,440 733 224 524 427

841

116 26 16

482 318 120 71System 4,937 1,522 338 749 .  316 86 114
VI.—N on-venereal Diseases of

the Genito-Urinary Sys-
33 15 11 3 17tern and Annexe 223 76 10 46 3 2

V II.—^The Puerperal State 483 144 30 47 61 40 32 3 48 ‘ 15 6 17
VIII.—^Diseases of the Skin and

12of the Cellular Tissue . . 78 23 10 11 5 5 7 — 1 4
IX .—Diseases of the Bones and <

of the Organs of Loco-
motion 4 1 — 1 1 1

2 1 ---- W. 1
237

87

— — — —
X I.—^Diseases of Early Infancy. .  

X II.—Old Age . .  . .
3,448

730
1,148

238
218

48
851
139

483 
' 100

199
38

44
14

168
42

32
8

33
6

36
10

X III.—^Afieotions produced by 
External Causes 

1. Suicide
278

69
101

24
11

6
51
12

42
11

17
3

20
4

8
1

13
8

4
1

4
2

7

2. Homicide
3. Judicial Hanging or

14 3 1 5 1 2

Execution 2 2 — — “ “
4. Accident and other 26 14 15 6External Violenoe. . 193 70 4 39 7 3 2

X IV .—^Ill-defined Diseases 1,366 409 111 227 246 177 131 51 130 27
c- 19 3B

I.— Geh eeax  D iseases.

/  I.—^Enteric Fever 15 6 __ 2 1 4 — — 1 — — 1
2.—^Typhus Fever, , — — — — — — — —
3.—^Relapsing Fever — — — — — — —
. ( (a) Malaria . .
■ 1 (6) Malarial Cachexia

159 48 18 3 32 24 12 5 7 3 1
293 8 17 4 11 25 7 5 8 6 —

B _ S m a U - f ( “ ) Vaccinated . .  0.— Omau ,  „ , Vaccinated — — — —
— — — — — — — _ —

^ \ ( c )  Doubtful 1 — — — — 1 — — — — — 4 --- -
6.— ^Measles . . 2 t 3 1 3 12 3 1 — 2 -r- 1 —

. 7.— Scarlet Fever — — — — — — — — — —
s
I 8.—c-Whooping Cough 8 3 2 2 1 — — — — —

f  (o) Diphtheria — — — —

•5 9.-I (6) Membranous Laryngitis — — — —
l^(o) Croup 5 3 1 — — — —  . ■--- 1 —

*2^ 10.— ^Influenza.. 43 19 2 16 7 — 1 — — — —
s 11.— ^Miliary F ever — — — —

12.— A siatic Cholera 1 — — — — — — 1 — — —
13.— Cholera N ostras — — — — — — — — — — ----

r  (o) Amoebic D ysentery . . ____ — — — — — — — — — ■--- —
14..< (5) Bacillary Dysentery . .

\  ic i D vsenterv (type not
199 69 31 96 10distinguished) 1,774 320 96 330 342 40 41

I S . — ^Plague — — — — — ---- — — — — — —

1 6 . — Y e l l o w  F ever — --- — — — — — — ---- —

1 7 .— L e p r o s y  . . 1 1 — — — — --' — — — — —

/ 1 8 .— E r y s i p e l a s 6 2 — 1 2 — — — 1 —
{ ( a )  M um ps 2 — — --- . 2

1
— — — —

II9.-< (6) V aricella  (Chickenpox) 3 — — 2 — — •-- — — —
_\ V_(o) OtherBpidem ioDiseases — — — — — — ---- — — c— ^ — '—

l l ^
r ( o )  Pyaem ia 0 — — 2 1 2 — — 1 — — —

0.-Í (b) Septicaem ia 28 6 — 8 7 2 1 1 & — — ■

o/ f ( c )  V a ccin ia — — — — — — — - — — — — — -

2 1 .  O lan d ers
2 2 . — ^Anthrax , .

— — — _ _
— — -------

— — —

2 3 .— R a b ie s , H ydrophobia 7 3 ------- 3 1>
— ------- —

J-.s
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DlSTRICSp,

Caot?S gF D eath.

J

1

o
§

■ M

0

1  
1

«
■P

- i
1
|Z|

Í
W

1
1

'Pi ■

1

w

d

1o
O

1 ’
¡4!

1
O

i

1 .

J
cSJbO

1

, , ' 3

24.—^Tetanus . . 45 18 4 4 3 1 2 8 —4 . 1
25.—MycpseS . . — ---  • — — 4-4 ---^ .---r
26. —P ella d a  . .  • •
27. —^Beri-Beti. .

*— r— — — — — — —
---- — — — — — ■ ---

H a) Aohte PuliAonary
18 26 29 11 84 8 8K oj, J  Tuberculosis 

° ‘"S (6) Chronic Puhhonary
264 67 30 82 7

s
I§ 1 Tuberculosis 4 — — — ts 1 —•

29.— Acute Miliary Tuberculosis — — — — — — — > —'
30.— ^Tuberculosis Meningitis . . 1 — — 1 •-4- — - *
31.— Abdominal Tuberculosis . . TO 2 1 5 1 ---- 1 —
32.^Tuberoulosis of the S p in e .. 1 — — 1 TtH — — — —

33.—^Tuberculosis of Joints 2 — — 1 — 1 ---- — —r

1
34.—Tuberculosis of other Organs

(Ljhnphatism excepted) 4 1 1 1 .
\35.— Dissepiinated Tuberculosis — — — — — —
36.— Rickets . .  .; 82 27 4 12 10 3 4 8 — —
37.—Syphilis . . 106 30 « 20 28 8 7 — 8 — 3 —
37o.—^Parangi (Framboesia Ttopi-

cun), Yaws)
8

— —
1 1

—
38. —GonocooCbs Infection
39. —Cancer and other Malignant

3 1 2

 ̂ Tumours of the Jfuocal
Cavity . . 4 — 2 — — — 2 —

I
40.—Cancer and other lía lig -

nani> Tumours of the  
’ Stomach, Liver 2 1 emmm 1 __ -44 __ — —

'r 41.—Cancer and other Malignant
M Tumours of the Perito-
"g neutn, Intestines,Bectum 1 — — — — —  ' 1 -T4- —*

42.— Cancer and other Mah’g- ‘ * -
*s nant Tumours of the

2 1Fepiale Genital Organs. .  
43.— Cancer and other Malig-

4 1 — — — — —

nant TumoUrs bf the
"Brenst. .  ~ . . 2 1 ■--- 1 — _  . — — —

1 44.— Cancer and other M aJ^ ant - «t
1 Tumours of the Skin • . 1 1 — ---- • --- — — * *

46.— Cancer and other Malig-
nant Tumours of other 
Organs or rf Organil not

1
--

- specified H 4 € — 1 ---- . — : —-
46.— Other Tumours (Tumours of

the Female Genital 
Organs excepted) 1 1 _ —. - —

4 7 .— A c u t e  Rheumatic FeVOr . . 27 13 2 4 2 2 2 2 — — —
r ( a )  Rheumatoid Arthritis . . ---  ' — — •Mis — —4 — ---- — — —

JO J (&) Osteo-Arthritis
\  ( c )  dhronie Bheumatisn)i . .

— — —
, 12 4 2 1 2 1 — 1 ---  ' . — r —

1 (d )  Gout . . — — ---- — — —
49.— Scurvy . . __ _ - ---- <-4. «.* __ — __ __ -*
60.— D iabetes (Mellitus) 12 6 — 8 1 1 — — 1 s»- _
61.— Exophthalm ic Goitre — ■ ---- --- - — — — — — — —
52.—^Addison’s  Disease . . . 2 . — 1 — __ ^ --- 1 — — —

( (a )  Leucocyithsemia 
I  (6), Lyinphadenoma

-L-. ■ — — — — — — — —  ^ TT
---  - «11*, ■ -- - ■ —  , — — • --- ---  • — — —

, .  ( (a )  Ansemia 
*‘1 (6) Chlorosis

89 20 1 4 i 36 8 3 11 3 —
- ^

C (a )  D iabetes Insipidus — ---- — ---- — — ---  - — —  - —
KK J  • • 

(c) Heemophilia
-_ — --- — — ---- — — — —

---- —* — — — — ----. —
1 (fl) Other General Diseases 8 2 1 -44 2 — 3< — — __ __

56.— ^Aleohóiism(acute or chronic) 4 --- - 2 2 ‘ --- — —  ̂ --- — —

57.— Chronic Lead Poisonjrig . . ---- — —: *T- — — — — — —
58.— O ther Chronic Poisonings »

foocupational) — -— w* — — --- — — —
69.— O tiier Chronic Poisonings

(non-occupatxoixal) 
: 3 #

— —* — a—« — — — — *— —

II.— D̂ise a se s  o f  th e  N ervotts
f

•
System and  of t h e  O rqa^

OF Speciax SUNSg. -

60.— Encephalitis 1 «W. —■ _ — — —— * — 1 __ —
I (a) Simple MeniníJÍtis 30 9 1 4 2 6 6 1 2 1

«1 J (h) Cerebro-Spinal Fever . . — ■' — — _ --- - * — —P — — —
j (c) Septic .Meningitis from
1 va  'ious causes 1 — — — 1 — — —* — — * -

62.—^Locomotor A taxia  - . .

9(1)18
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XX1|X.—Causes of Deatli registered ou Estates, &o., in 1917—contd.

[PaetI.

District.

Cau ses  o r  D baTb . 1 .
d

1
'o
O

J
'S
73
M

4

, 1  

1 “
t
M 1

i

1

à

' 1
n

1*

1 -

é

g>-
M

4
o

i . 1

63.--O ther D iseases of ths Spinal
Cord 1 — -- T .... — __ _ — —

8 i - -Cerebral Hsembrrhage, Apo-
plexy 66 27 3 10 2 2 4 ___ 4 1 2

63.--Softem ng Of the Bram'
66.--Baralysjs w ithout specified

14
67.-

eause 63 21 4 8 3 6 3 2 1 1
-G eneral Paralysis o f the

—
68.--O ther forms of mental

alienation . . 3 2 1
69.--E p ilepsy 62 15 — 13 0 3 é 4 ♦  3 — — 1
70.-*—Convulsions (non-puerperal) . . 84 13 9 8 10 8 8 5 16 3 2 2
71.--Convnisions of Infants . . 1,673 486 111 220 171 130 144 64 163 36 21 27
72.--Chorea _ . . . . . . __ — ----- —
73.--K euralgia and Neuritis . . 5 2 1 1 1 — — —
74.--O ther Diseases of the Ner*

vous System  . , 4 1 .a. __ 1 —T- 1 “■«r' — 1 —
-7 5 .--D iseases of tho E y ^  and their

Annexa 14 1 — 2 1 2 6 •—*¥ 1 — 2 —

76. f (<!) Mastoid Disease . ,  
1(5) Other D iseases of the Ears

— .... — -- - — — —

6 1 — 3 — 1 --* f •

III .---DiSBASPS Orf THB Ci R<IU‘ c
liATORT Syste« . c

7 7 .--l^ericarditia . .  . . 4 1 ■T--- 1 — — — — 2 — — —

78. ( (a) “Sim ple Acute EndooàidittS 
1(6) Infective Endocarditis . .

1 — — — 1 — — — — — ““ f  _
— — — — —*• — — —

{ (a) Myocarditis ---- . — — — — — — —
1

79.-. (6) Valvular D isease . . 24 16 J--- 2 3 •*— — — 2 1
ic) Other Organic Diseases of

18 14
-

1the M e a r i 68 4 9 2 6 7 1
8 0 .--Angina. Pectoris . , 1 1 . ^ — — — — — — ■

f  (a) Aneunsm -Si— — '-1*- — — . . .

8 1 .-i
(6) Atheroma, ArteriosolOrosis — — — . . .
(C) Other Diseases of thé *

Arteries . . — — — — — ****”
[(«) Cérébral Emb(̂ ism and

82.., (Thrombosis . . 1 — — — ■--- — ““
(6) Embolism and Ihrombosis —

other than Cerebral . . SÎ — — 3 •Hv— C ---
^(a) Phlebitis . . — — — — — —
(6) Varicose Veins . . _  ' — .... -k_ *—

83.«^ (c ) Hsemorrhoids 1 •rir̂ 1 — — — -f— —
(d) Other Diseases of the Veins — ---- — —  ^ — -

r (a) Djunphatism, Status Lym- '
phaticus • • 1 , — — «A.. ti

84.., (6) Elephantiasis Arabum ' 1(EOariasis)
(c) Other Diseases of the Dym-

2 1

pbatic System . . — ..... -
r(a) Hasmorrhage from any part 4| — 1— — 3 -r- * ft

(6) Other I?iseases of the Çircu- 
 ̂ latory System

-
— , --- -<T-

IV ..—D isea ses  oe th e  BEsrUtA-
TOBY S ystem .

86.-T.Diseases of tho Nose 1 ' ««*• '-- . —  . , i ■ — — — —
' ( a )  Laryngismus Stridulus .. — —
(5) All forms of Laryngitis t

87..{ (Diphtheritic excepted) 2 —
(c) Other Diseases of the

8 8 .--
89.—

Larynx
Diseases of tho Thyroid fiody 
Acute Bronchitis • % 3̂78 109 36 ~ 7 8 75 36

3

23
107

IS 6 19 " 2 2 82
20. j
91. -1
92. —

(o) Chronic Bronchitis 
(5) Bronchiectasis 
Broncho-pneumonia • • 
Pneumonia

36

"il7
1,690

10

‘ 68 
612

1

6
166

0
~ 4 7  

' 383
~ 3 1
308

7
74

4
12

22
63

♦ 3
20

6
9

2
36

1
193. 1(o) Empyema 

(6) Other Pleurisy
3

23 0 3 “  2 '  3 2 2
1
1 3 T— —

y4.-—Pulmonary Congestion, Pul­
monary Apoplexy 11 4 1 4 1 - — — “'l C — —

95.—Oangrene of the Lungs •« 1 1
fi 6

— — — _
96.— Âsthma .. • • 68 20 10 5 12 2 <a 3 1 — 3
97. —̂ Pulmonary Emphysema
98, —Other Diseases of the Kespi-

ratory System (Tuber-
11 6 2 1 2 • -•

culosis excepted) 1
“ ~

    
 



Orra,.] v iTa i  ̂ statistics.

XXIX.—Causes of Death registered ou Estates, &o., in W il*—conid.

L61

C a O s h s  o r  D b ^ î h .

V.— D̂iseases or íhb Digestive 
System.

9.S

104
&

106.

106.-

'(<f) Diseases of the-Teeth and 
Gums (Oral Sepsis)

(i>) Thrush, Stomatitis 
(c) Parotitis (Septic)
\d) Other Diseases of the 

Mouth and Anilexa 
"(a) Tonsillitis (other than 

Diphtheritic)
100..< (B) Quinsy .. %

(c) Other piscases of the 
V. ' Pharynx

101. —Diseases of the (Esophagus
102. —»Gastric Ulcer 

('{a) Gastritis, Gastric Catarrh
l(jgJ(B) Other piscases of the 

Stomach (Cancer ex­
cepted)..

(̂o) Epidemic Diarrhoea 
(B) Piawhoea Infantile, Diar­

rhoea due to food 
(c) toiarrhoea imdeflned 
(d \  Enteritis 

[ p(s) Gastro-enteritis 
4,f) Coho ..
(g) Intestinal TTloeration, 

Colitis \
J h ) . Duodenal Uleer 

-̂ •Anehylostomiasis 
107.—Ipitestinal Parasites 
1Q8.—̂ Appendicitis and Typhlitis 
ino Hernia ..

I (B) Intestinal Obstruction

i(o psilosis (Sprue, or CJeylon 
Sore-mouth)

(B) Other Diseases of the 
Intestine

111—Acute Yellow Atrophy of the 
Diver ..

112.—̂ HydStid Tüipour of the Liver

{(o) Cirrhosis of the piver 
(Alcoholic)

(B)Cirrhosis of the Liver(Toxio) 
114.—Gallstones i .
116.—Other Diseases of the Liv4r 
116.— D̂iseases of the Spleen
117.—‘Peritonitis ôause unknown)..
118.—̂ Other Diseases of the Diges­

tive System (Cancer and 
Tuberculosis excepted) .

S'vr.̂ nroM-vBiiEEííAii dissíases 
of THE Genito-Umnaby 

System and Annísxa.
119.—Acute Nephritis
120.—Bright’s Disease
121.—Chyluria
12̂ .—Other Diseases of the Kid­

neys and Annexa
123.—Urinary Calculi
124.— D̂iseases of the Bleuider
125.—Diseases of the Urethra,atlri- 

nary Abscess, &o.
126.— D̂iseases of the Prostate
127.—Diseases of the Male Genital 

Organs (non-venereid)
128.—titering Hsemoirhage (non- 

puerperal)
120.—tJterine Ttunoor (non- 

cancerous)
130.—Other Diseases of the Uterus 
131.—Cysts and dtheV Tumours of 

the Ovary
133.—Salpingitis and othar Diseases 

of Che Female Genital 
Organs

133.—Non-puerperal Diseases of 
the Breast (Cancer excepted)

D istmot.

g
S
M

1
1
1

1.

11
A1

i
M

0
1
*0

é
1
I
M

4
0

i.g«

I

§
s
t í

•

f _ . _ — —
—. • — — — —̂ ---

ll— ■ — — — —

3 1 _ — 2 — — — —

6 1 1 3 — — 1 — --r
1 1 — — — *v- — *-

■V- — — :
— — — — 4— -rr*

6 1 _ V 1 1 — «— . 1  ̂ ]
12 6 . — 3 _ 1 2 _ 1 —w — ——

'

32 9 3 7 7 S
—tt-

2 1 1 — 1

199 68 6 47 30 12 11 3 12 4 3 ¿

2,102 040 136 393 336 199 123 46 113 36 38 BÍ
228 42 2 46 37 69 32 — 3 1 4
11 5 2 1 1 —-
6 _ 3 1 — — .

3 1 — -
— 2 -- — *—

■ ♦ ' ' ~
3,072 661 170 199 38? 179 128 51 171 43 , 60 h 2

Ï17 32 lO 13 16 12 11 3 7 2 ' V ;»6 3 —— 3 — — -Tt̂ —
2 1 * 1 -- ■ — --lx —

38 18 2 8 6 2 --- 3

2 — 1 — — I —  . — — —

27 13 - 2 7 2 — 3 ■ — - — —

3 1 1 1 ^  ‘ — — —
— — •— — ~

1 — •I*«» - . . 1 __ k —
17 • 4 2 6 3 — — . 1 — 1
1 1 — — W-4. •—

21 8 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 1 —
4 1 3 •iW- ^  . ]\ -- ■H— — — •—

36 8 3 9 t 6 2 1 • 1 —U.

1 1 — — — . —  ' — — — —

38 - 13 2 6 8 2 1 4 1̂
' >

I68 68 6 36 23 8 7 2 10 1 2
— — — -- ■ — — #

4 f— I WT» 4 1 . 1 — . ' —
— -*rr —f —

9 3 — 1 1 1 2 — 1 — — ._u-

7 - ^ 2 1 -r- 2 I _ __ — _
— — -- , -- ^ —  , — . -- — —

2 . ■ ̂ , 1 1 — —

1 — I — ——

4 2 1 — 1 — — — — — —

— — — — , — — ■ _ — . — — ■ --Í-
9

1
6
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X X IX .—Causes of Death registered on Estates, &o., in 1917—contd.
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Civil.] VITAL^ STATISTICS.

XXlX.—Causes of Death registered on Estates, &o., in iQn-^'-coHtd.

L 63

§

i

- DiSraict. 1

- t
M

1I

i

i

1 c6
m

1
1
M

‘I

f ,

o
1
o-O  ̂ 1 4

o a

4
1

' I

760 238 48 139 106 67 6$ 14 42 8 6 1

4 2 ' 1 1 , __
— — .-- — —• -4- , w — —

64 18 6 8 10 2 2 1 6 1 2 —
6 3 2 — i. •— —* -T4— — —

4 1 1 1 —̂ r — rr — — ——>

- — - — — — — _ — —
____ - — — ; — **ir- —  - . — —

■ ^ — — .

2
‘—

2
7 2 1 1 3 ____ — -r- ’ — _ _  " —

4 • 3 .— , — 1■. ^ — -t- ■ —

- 2 • — 1 — 1 - 4 - — —

1 — t — e—V 1 .  — ^  - —r
— — — 4 — •—* 4 -4 . —

61 26 2 n 4 6 7 2 2 ar>

6 3 A - k i -

36 10 ------- 7 8 2 1 - T - 1 3 1
6 3 — 1 — — —

1 1 — ' — — • - i -

9 3 I -T̂ — I 2 2 —

4 3 — — *- 1 — — — -*
8 2 *- 4 2 — ■ —  ■ - - — —

1 — •r*- I — ____ —

3 2 1 — —

29 7 - 13 4 1 - 3 ____

1 — — 1 —*
4 3 si— 1 — — —

1 1 — - E - ------- - t e - ---
3 1 — 1 ------ — 1 —

1 — ' — - 4 ^ ------> 1 — —

____ _ - V ____ - A - —

1 -AC- t ,  — — — .A e— — —

10 3 1 — 3 — . 1 2 — — —

3 2 — 1 — — 1*' 1" — — —

1 1 ' — — — - — — — —

2 2 _ _ _ _ — — _
6 1 3 1 ____

268 79 S3 47 41 22 10 4 8 3 2
35 8 12 2 1 2 6 1 2 2 -*■ —

6 1 2 — — — — — — . — —

66 19 4 9 6 7 7 4 6 — —
—

976 273 46 142 151 137 91 17 87 14 14
161 10 12 14 38 7 12 21 17 4 1 1
68 17 2 9 6 4 4 10 2 2
12 2 — 2 2 2 2 — 2 —

4 2 2 __ _ _ _ *

ClUSfeS O F  D tA tB .

XII.-^Ow) Aon.

J54—¡Senility

X H i.—-AVriicTioiis pboDuceu 
BV E xtbknaii CAtriatis.

155.—Suicide by Poison 
166.—Suicide by Asphyxia 
157.—̂ Suicide by Hanging or Striin. 

gulation . . .  ' ..
159. -^Suioide by browning
le^.'-^uioide-by Firearms .,
160. -*-Suicide by Cutting or Piercini

Instruments ..
161. ^.̂ inoide by Jumping from High

Places
16 .̂—Suicide by Crushing*
163. —Suicide by other means
164. —^Poisoning by Food

{(a) Sneke bite
(6) Insect Stings (Venomous) 
(c) Other Acute Poisonings 

166.—Conflagration * '•
167.-«.-̂ Piums (Oonfiagration ex* 

cepted) ..
16b^Absorption of Deleter) 

Gases (Conflagration 
cepted) . .

169.-i-Aqcidental Drowning
170.—^Traumatism by Firearms
171.—Traumatism by Cutting 

Piercing Instruments 
■'(o) Traumatism by fa ll from 

' b ’Ses
mo J (6) Traumatism by Fall from 
^ H e i g h t s  other than T-—  

(c) TraumatishS by t 
Accidental Fall 

173i—Traumatism in Mineq and 
Quarries .

174.—-Traumatism by Machiiies . .
176.—Tramnatism by Other Crush; 

ing (Vehicles, Hajlroad, 
Landslides, &c.)

176.— Îniuries by Animals'
177.—“Starvation ..
178.—Excessive Cold ..
179.—Efiects of Heat
180.—^Lightning ..
181.—“Electricity (liightning ex­

cepted) t;
182.—Homicide by Firearms
183.—^Homicide by Cutting or Pier­

cing Instruments . .
184.—Homicide by other means ..
185.—Fractures (cause not speci­

fied) ..
f(a) Judicial Hanging or Exe-

186.-< cution

XIV.—iLL-DBimfED Diseases.

''(o) Dropsy*., .
i (i) Ascites ..

■*  ̂ ! (®) Other Ill-defined Organic

188. -
(а) Syncope
(б) Sudden Death (not other­

wise defined) ,.
’’(a) Heart-failure ».

Igg /  (c) Teething
( d )  Pyrexia..
(e) Marasmus and Asthenia 
(/) Other Ill-defined Causes..

J j) Diseases not specified

    
 



D 6 4 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917.

XXX.—Causes of Death registered in the City of Colombo during the Year 1917.

[Pa e iI.

C a u ses  o r  D e a t h .

A t L  C a u s e s

C|
■8

1Ö.—X
ß(I

I.—General Diseases
1. Bpidemic Diseases
2. Septic Diseases
3. ’ Tuberculous Diseases
4. Venereal Diseases
5. Cancer or Malignant

Diseases
" 6. Other General Diseases.

II.—Diseases of the Nervous System 
and of the Organs of Special 
Sense

III. —^Diseases of the Circulatory
System

IV. —Diseases of the Respiratory
System

V.—^Diseases of the Digestive System
VI.—^Non-venereal Diseases of the 

Genito-XJrinary System and

VII.— T̂he Puerperal State 
V m .—Diseases of the Skin and of the 

Cellular Tissue 
IX.—Diseases of the Bones and of the 

Organs of Locomotion
X.—Malformations

XI.J—Diseases of Early Ihfanoy
XII.—Old Age

XIII. —Affections produced by Exter­
nad Causes
1. Suicide
2. Homicide
3. Judicial Hanging or Exe­

cution
4. Accident an¿ other

External Violence
XIV. — Îll-defined Diseases

I .— Gbneeax , D ise a se s .

1. —^Enteric Fever . .
2. —Typhus Fever ..
3. —Relapsing Fever 

 ̂ ( (o) Malaria
■ t (6) Malarial C a^ exia

{ {a) Vaociuated- 
(6) Not Vaccinated 
(c) Doubtful

6.—Measles
7.—Scarlet Fever . .
8.—Whooping Cough /  '

Ha) Diphtheria . .
9..< (6) Membranous Laryngitis 

\_(c) Croup 
10.—Influenza 
11.—Miliary Fever . .
12.—Asiatic C holera..
13.—Cholera Nostreis

(a) Amoebic D ysentery
14..  ̂ (’> Bacillary Dysentery

{a Lysentery (type not distip.- 
t uished)

15.—^Plague . .  ‘
16.—Y ellow Fever . .
17.—Leorosy
18.—Erysipelas 

'(fl) Mumps
(b) Varicella (Chickenpox)
(e) Other Epidemic D iseases 

f{a) Pyaemia 
||l2 0 .<  (b) Septicaemia 
■-si {_{c) Vaccinia 

^21.-^Janders 
22.—^Anthrax
23.—B ab ies , Hydrophobia

Wabp.

é

1
8
■s

1

ic3
0

&
•O
s

1
■s
1

■f
■gQQ

■ § 
CO

«

ß 4

•*»
CO

el

1
1

1
1
1

©O
m
a

■ § *d

• . s  
§■8 l»U3 ©en >  

S

«à

1
i

è

. 1M

cl
1
I
g

1O
§■
H

d

'S
si
s

1% H
§

d
&
1

•M
1
O

6280 36 62 202 472 1006 493 1723 1047 474 344 421 46 332 3174 1323
C
958 172 275

1721 9 25 49 137 282 113 533 199 133 105 136 15 90 858 395
0'
231 43 89

605 4 15 13 51 109 39 143 63 32 61 85 4 30 267 16g 87 13 36
57 1 1 1 3 6 2 31 2 6 3 2 3 32 12 > 6 4

692 1 6 26 67 102 60 227 92 56 34 32 3 39 347 159 85 21 33
37 — — -- - — 4 2 26 3 — 1 1 — 1 28 5 2 — 1

73 ___ -_ 1 2 1 65 7 3 l 3 2 6 46 10 5 2 3
257 3 4 9 15 60 19 61 32 36 15 13 6 12 138 41 46 /I IJ 7

731 2 9 39 94 139 96 76 113 55 47 61 4 36 353 147 151 20 20

157 0 4 9 14 16 13 44 20 9 15 9 3 17 60 35 31 3 8

824 6 15 18 47 174 51 226 131 65 36 66 3 67 426 160 91 24 63
924 2 4 24 61 126 63 336 161 60 53 66 4 53 489 205 114 17 42

218 1 _ 6 13 24 13 106 26 12 11 7 3 11 113 »47 28 9 7
149 — 1 5 13 13 10 51 29 18 2 7 — 7 79 36 21 4 2

66 — 1 1 1 5 2 40 4 4 5 3 1 3 37 14 V 7 1
(

3

8 — — — — 2 1 4 ___ __ 1 ___ 1 4 3 — __ ---
2 ___ __ — 2 — . ' — ___ — — 2

500 2 21 43 80 46 93 116 •46 20 33 4 21 258 111 82 14 10
500 — 1 23 31 104 33 72 133 40 28 30 4 20 233 87 124 22 10

126 7 1 2 2 ■ 9 4 55 33 4 2 7 4 3 80 17 10 1 11
16 2 1 --- 3 1 1 3 1 1 2 - 2 — 7 5 , --- — 1
18 1 1 14 2 — — — 1 — 13 1 — — 3

17 — — — — — — — 17 — — — — 15 1 1 — —

76 . 4 _  ' 1 2 6 3 40 11 3 1 5 1 3 45 10 9 ] 7
354 2 1 6 26 34 . 43 85 82 38 20 17 1 13 184

c

. 64 68 14 10

170 1 2 2 10 36 13 54 23 9 6 14 1 13 96 26 18 4 12
— — — -- - — — — — — —• — — — — —- — —

48 1 2 1 1 5 2 23 8 3 1 1 1 1 17 16 7 3 3
'2 2 1 — 1 4 2 6 3 3 2 — 1 — — 6 9 6 — 1
— — — -- - — — — 'J— — — — — — — — —

2 ■ 1
19 — — — — 5 4 — 2 3 4 1 — 4 12 1 1 — 1

3 — , — 1 2 ____ — — ___ _ _ ___ — 3 ____ ___ - .

4 — — 1 — •--- 1 — — — 2 — 1 2 1 — — —

1 ___ — — — — — — — 1 — 1 — — ___

4 — 2 1 1 — 3 — 1 — —

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

131 1 12 16 1 47 I 7 4 . 39 6 1
O
6 68 34 15 2 5

191 1 10 9 21 39 13 12 18 10 — 58 — 3 57 77 37 4 13
— -f  . — — —

1 — — — 1 — — — — ___ ___ ___ 1 — — _
7 — — — 1 1 — 3 — 1 1 — 1 1 3 1 1 — —

2 — — — — 1 — — 1 — — — — C -C- 1 1 — —

11 . - -,__ ___ -i- ___ 6 ___ 3 2 1 8 1 1 _ 1
46 1 1 1 3 5 2 26 2 3 1 1 — : 3 24 11 5 — 3

- __ — — ___ — - - - . ■ - ___ — ___ -

6 ' 4 •1 1 1 4 1

D e a t h s  a m o n g  a j a . R a c e s .

    
 



OiviL.] VITAL STATISTICS.

X X X  .-^Causes of Peath registered in the City of Colomho daring the Year 1917—contd.

L 65

WABp.

C a o s b s  o i ' D e a t h . - -

Ó
. "a' a

s

b

■ i
m
S

s

1

1 1

1
CO

1

«0
1
Af
OG

4
■i
1
M

1
1

1

t
. w .cS
' 1

1

0

1
i < s

i |

i ' s

1a
1
á

i

1

1

1

lA
i©Ot
§

«

l i

03
*1

o5

á '

1
i
1 1---¥—1

2 4 .— ^ T e ta n u s 69 2 3 6 4 2 2 5 9 6 • 2 1 24 J 5 14 4 _ 1
2 5 .— ^M ycoses . , __ ft— .ü— *-- — — — —' —Í- " --- - f - —
2 8 . - ^ T e l l a g r a — — —4 — 1-- —r — . '—  ■ — — —I r~ — . —J
27.—^Bsri-Beri 1 1 --1 -— — ■ i-- — '— — —a. — -¥- . , 1
V i"(a) Acute Pulmonary Tuber- 
,Q J eulosis 646 \ 4 25 63 . á 4 46 202 90 61 3 4 29 1 38 318 1 6 4 78 20 37

Is ' '"S (b) CbronioPuIiHonary Tuber-
© eulosis ' . * 1 -T- — 1 —* — — —̂ ¥*— 1 ¥H- —J

•s 29.—'AcutelilUiary Tubeiculosis .. — _u- — — — ffH- --- -U_ — — — — ■ -- -
30.—'Tuberculous Meningitis 2 —b — ■ a«. 2 au- —« ■ --- 2 , —
31 .—Abdominal Tubero^osis .'. 26 1 1 ’ 6 1 11 1 ' 4 a.— 1 19 5 1 1
32.—Tuberculosis of the Spine 2 —r — — —4 2 -- - --- • ¥*- 2 --* . ¥—
33.—^Tuberculosis of Joints 3 — — — 1 1 1 -á- - —4. — 1 1 -— 1 —1
34.—Tuberculosis of other Organs

%\ : (Lymphatism excepted) .. 9 ---- 1 — 1 1 2 2 1 1 . -¥ 1 --- t • 4 2
V35.— Disseminated Tuberculosis . . 3 —t. — — 1 *— --- — 2 — X 1 — -f—
36.—Biokets 96 --^ 1 5 38 10 2 14 2 0 6 1 1 6 6 5 9 X3 2 1
37.—Syphilis ,. 36 -- — — 4 2 2 6 3 — 1 1 1 2 8 4 2 — 1
37o.—Parangi (Framboesia Tfopi-

cum. Yaws) 1 -- - — — — -L- 1 — --- —r — -IT- I —
38.—Gonococcus Inféction 1 — -•4— --- 1 ^ — 1 , ^ — — —r — , --- 1 — —
39,—Cancer and other Malignant

Tumours of the BuCcal Cavity 11 — — 1 — 7 3 —¥ --- -- — — 6 3 1 1 —
!S 40,-A‘Canoer and other Malignant '%• Tr
© Tumours of the Stomach,
E ^tiv0r 4 _ —r **— —* __-- 3 *— P ' — — 2 — 1 — 1

41?—Cancer and -other Malignant
IS Tunvpurs of the íeritoneun»,
s IntesWes, Kectupi 4 —. —̂ ' a— 3 ■ --- — 1 *— 1 3 4—

42.—Cancer and other Malignant ' -
1 Tumours of the Femrfe Geni-

1 tal Organs.. ^ 21 —n- —*« ^ 1 1 f . 13 2 1 2 2 16 3 1
43.—Cancer and other Malignant

o Tumours of the Breast 2 — — — 1 1 —¥ — — 1 1 — —
44.—Cancer and other Malignant

§ Tumours of the Skin  ̂ ., 4 -- - t -t—' W - —a , 3 1 -t- 2 1 - -¥f ¥— 1
.45.—Cancer and other Malignant

Tumours of other Organs or
V of Organs not specified . ^ 37 —4 -V- . ^ . 1— 26 1 1. *-- 2 1 17 6 — . •*— 1
46.—Other TUmoufe (TumouTs: of

the Female Genital Organs
excepted) .. ■ —I* , —4» *r— —1* ¥— —¥ — —¥

47.—Acute Bhyumatio Paver 8 —i* 1 — ¥— 2 4 I — 1 1 2 4
f  (o) BheumatoidArthritis .. -f- •ir» ■ — -H- -#* ■ —i- - — —¥ ■ -r— ¥4- 1*¥. sr— —¥ i ^

JO i (t) Osteo-Arthritis i "  1 *P— 1 --- f*- — — -T- *— 2 at— —¥ •Mle
(o) Chronic Rheumatism 4 —f 1 1 —# — 1 1 -r̂ 2 -a* a— 1 1

Y(íí) Gout — —* i— — . T— -a.a ■ --- ■ ; «¥- a,— . -¥r ^  . ■ -¥►
49.—Scurvy 1 L --h 4r— --- — 1 — 1 --- —¥• a—
60.—Diabetes jlMellitus) 4 3 1 2 3 6 Id 2 >9 4 4 1 2 1 2j 24 6 9 1 -¥
51.—Exophthalmic Goitre 3 4-- - 1 2 3 -¥* —
62 ,—Addison’s Disease 1 1— 1 -~|4 -T- 1 ♦*— —P* *f— — 1—

f (a) Leucocythsemia ♦. 1 f— *7“ T— 1 — —%*■ — TT- I ' --- —
1 (b) Lymphadenomn ,  * • 4— --- —* —¥ f— -** ¥¥• ¥¥- . --- -¥!•
1 (a) Anasmia ., 16 1 1 4 2 1 3 1 1 2 -¥- ¥*- 6 3 6 1— ' 3

”*■((6) Chlorosis.. —» If*- ' —m T— --- — — — —: --a- '
r («) Diabetes Insipidus ¿ 4 — —► — — — — --- —

fiS J ft) Purpura., 1 — -P— — —e. 1 —4 —¥ 1 —r —
■)Jc) Hsemophilia — — -- - -- . ^ —. — > -«» ■ —a

(̂ (¿) Other General Diseases .. 10 1 — 1 —¥ 1. 6 1 —• 1 --- 1 7j 2 -- - — —
66.—Alcoholism (acute or chronic) 4 — — -M4- —r 1 --- — --- 3 1 •¥-> V . 2 — —a
67.—Chronic Lead Poisoning --- — -- - ■ *P— —T ' i — ’ . • -T- --- ■• --- -- J_
68.—Other Chrouie Poisonings

(occupational) --- — — — — r— — a™ •-- — — — — — - . ,
69.—Other Chronic Poisonings

(non-oooupational) , . — — . —V *— ., — — — — — —

II.—^Disea se s  oe t h e  Nimvotrs '
Sy st e m  a n d  o e ' th e  O b o a n s

OF Specia l  Se n s e .

60.—Encephalitis , , . 6  ̂__ -I— 6 1 1 1 3 _ 1
f  (a) Simple Meningitis 20 .1 ---• 1 — 17 1 — __ _ __ 13 ‘ 2 1 1 361..Í (6) Cerebro-Spinal PeTer 1
l_(c) Septic Meningitis from

var:̂ u% causes 2 2 -f- —
62.—Locomotor Ataxia is— -jU.
63.—Other Diseases of the Spinal

Cord ..  ‘ ̂ id — 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 _ .. --- 2 __ 6 2
64.—Cerebral Hsemorrhage, Apo-

plexy 6 0 — 1 — 3 3 4 15 8 3 6 8 4 26 10 7 2 1
65.—Softening of the Brain

D ^ A to S  AUOKO AXn B a OES,
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XXX.—Causes of Death registered in the City of Colombo diffing the Year 1917—contd.
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66.-—Paralysis without speorfled cause 96 1 4 7 81 15 ■ 24 12 6 3 3 1 6 54 9

(

21 3 3
67.-—General Paralysis of the Insane.. — — — .n- — in— — — — — — — —
68.—Other forms of mental alienation 4 — — — _ •r-M — e-- 3 - 1 — — 4 — — —
69.-—Epilepsy 19 — 3 2 1 2 — 1 10 __ — — 9 7 3 —
70.-—Convulsions (non-puerperal) 2 , ^ --- . — 1 — -- - I ... — , 1 — 1 — — —
71.—Convulsions of Infanta 509 7 32 77 109 74 - 7 .89 41 26 47 2 22 237 117 108 14 • 9
72.—Chorea ..  ,. — rxe —— -Se — --- ' — — — — — --- — —-Í
73.-—Neuralgia and Neuritis . 6 — elw'e 1 __ 3 ’ ... — __ 1 — 2 3 — — — —
74.—Other Diseases of the Nervous 

System • * *. 4 ' 1 I 1 1 _ 2 1 1
76.-—Diseases of the Eya and their 

Annexa ..  .. _ ri-** ,
76, ia )  Mastoid Disease ■ 2 ey. _ __ 1 1 __ _ — 1 — — 1

, (5) Other Diseases of the Ea* . . 1 — — — — 1 — — — - -- 1 — — —

m .

77.-

— D̂iseases of the CIbcui.ato»t 
System.

—Pericarditis 8 2 5
-

1 Me—

1

1 3 4
78.- (o) Simple Acute Endocarditis .. 3 — — •MtM 2 — 1 —7* 1 -n*. 1 — —

(6) Infective Endocarditis 1 •no — — SUM — 1 — 1 — — —
r  (o) Myocarditis , . 8 1 — 1 2 3 MriM — 1 — 1 1 -Í1 4 I

79.^ (&) Valvular Disease i . 22 .JMà 1 2 1 1 7 4 3 2 1 — 2 6 8 4 --- 2
(̂c) Other Organic Diseases of tho 

Heart . .  «. 81 3 3 5 7 7 6 21 8 5 9 7 - ■ 10 36 16 13 l i
80.-—Angina Peotoi^ . . 2 1 — Meri 1 — --- . .4— — — 1 1 ---J — •*—

r (a) Aneurisin .. 3 — •np 2 — fW— 1 n— — — — — 8 1 ( —
(6) Atheroma, Arteriosclerosis *. --- . . riee • — «Uri. ' — — — — — — — — — ' --- —

1 (0) Other Diseases of the Arteries 1 — •eer — Wp. — 1 — — — — 1 — -- - —

82.-(
' (o) Cerebral Embolism ahd 

Thrombosis 7 - 1 1 .. . 1 2 - 1 1 1 1 1 _ 4 __
(̂6) Embolism and Thrombosis 

other than Cerebral  ̂, 3 _ 4M** _ 1 2 __ --. , ... _ ■ . 1 2 __ __ —
r ( a )  Phlebitis 1 — «Viri — ne* - 1 — nri — --- — 1 — — — —

83.., (S) Varicose Veins ,. — -1̂ — -*̂ — — — u*— — — — — ---J — —
(c). Haemorrhoids 1 — -1- — -*r- — 1 er- — .n. — — 1 — — —
(d )  Other Diseases bf the Veins.. -r- — n- — -.-r

'(a) Lymphatism, StUtus Lyia- 
phatious •

' —
84.. (&) Elephantiasis Arabum (Eila- 

,  riasis) 1 _ _ . ^ 1 _ — , _ __ 1 __ __ __ —
_(c) Other Diseases Of the Xyfn- 

phatio Systeih 7 •*tM* I 2 1 . 2 1 — - - 1 4 __ 2 _ —
RB, (o) Haemorrhage frota any part.. 7 1 1 iWn 1 — 3 1 --- — — 1 — 4 — 2 — —

(6) Other Disetises of the Ciroala- 
. tory System <. 1 — . 1 — , ewrie — — — — — — — — — — — — 1

IV.

86.-

—Diseases of the EesfibatOey 
System.

-Diseases of the Nose . . —**r

c

'"(a) Ltiryngismus Stridultts 1 — ■ ■--- , --- ■ 1\ -- — — — 1 — — — —

87..̂ (6) AU forms of Laryngitis (Diph­
theritic excepted) . . 4 _ -, _ _ 3 . 1 -nr— __ ____ ____ 3 1 ____ - _

((c) Other Diseases of the Larynx. - lir̂ — nn — -Sri -r— — -n — — — — — — — — —

88.--Diseases of the Thyroid Body . . ...... in* ____ '*_ ' 4o»“ — erf— *---- — — — — ■ — — —

89.--Aoul® Bronchitis 82 ' w 1 6 4 80 3 3 22 14 3 7 1 13 33 w 12 10 3
90. j (a) Chronic Bronchitis 24 — T * - 1 12 3 2 1 3 2 — 1 13 3 6 1 —

(6) Bronchiectasis 4 . . . n n — 2 1 1 — 4— — — — 4 — — —

91.1-Broncho-pneumonia . . 276 1 3 7 27 93 32 16 55 15 11 16 I 27 161 40 38 3 6
92. -̂Pneumonia 358 3 9 5 12 40 ,  9 175 38 26 16 25 1 14 173 85 31 8 46
93.{ ’o) Empyema . .  t . 7 1 1 e*M — 3 1 1 — — — — 2 S 1 — 1

6) Other Pleurisy , . 16 ■4%̂  - . . . . 1 2 10 8 — — — 1 9 4 — — 1
94.-•i îlmouary Congestion,Pulmonary 

Apoplexy 25 2 1 1 3 1 6 6 2 1 3 ' 16 6 1 . 2
95.—Gangrene of the Lungs 3 ere* ____ -----  • 2 — — 1 — — 1 2 — — —

96.-■Asthma .24 1 * _ __ 3 4 6 4 2 4 1 10 6 2 2 3
97.-r-Pulmonary Emphysema — — *rir- — A4*. __ — — — — — — — — — —

98.—Other Diseases of the Respiratoiy
System (Tuberculosis excepted) 1 — JWU 1 -M* ' — ■f— 1

V. —Diseases of the DiOESTiyB 
System.

' ( a )  D iseases, of th e  T eeth  and  
Gums (Oral Sepsis) 1 - -M Mm . 1

-

~ 5

r

1

c

99.-, (5) Thrush, S to m a titis 30 - 7 - 2 3 1 1 14 4 1 — 12 5 I t 1 —

(c) Parotitis (Septic) -er“ — - S ' — Mifb — ---- - — — — — ____ — — — —

_(d) Other D iseases o f th e  M outh  
and A nnexa — - —  ■ *7 - - — - _ _ — - ■ — — — — — — —  ■ — —

D e a t h s  a m o n o  a m . (Ha c e s .
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XXX.—Causes of Death registered in the City of Colombo during the Year iQH-^contd.

L 67

W a e u .

4
Causes oir D e a t h .

d
■I

s

ÈÜ

dV

'3o

g
ë 1

■§OQ
SGO

03

1
•*»CQ

eS

1
1

yC8
'g

1

.1
t
M
o3

i

Æ>

II
i'i"gu

g o

1
1
CQ

1

1
M

cS

1.
f

H

Ss

I

0>tu0

1

á

1
i
S

câ

1
2
.â
0

r

•j

(a) .Tonsillitis (other thari D ip h -
t

théritic) — — — — — — — —, — — — — — — — — —
(5) Quinsy

[ (c) Other Diseases of th e  P h a-
'^ryiix . .  ' — — — — — — --- — — --- - — — — — — — — — —-

101.- Diseases of the (Esophagus
102.--Gastric Ulcer . . •—

(o) Gastritis, Gastric Catarrh . . 11 — __ 1 1 4 2 2 1 — — — Í 8 1 — 1 —
(6) ether Diseases of th e  Stom ach

(Cancer excepted) 1 — — ---- ---- — — — — — 1 — — — — — 1 — —
'{a ) Epidemic Diarrhoea ^ — — — — — — — — — — — — —
(6) Diarrhoea Infantile, t>iar-

rhoea due to  Food 40 - j “ — 1 6 20 3 — 6 1 1 2 — 2 25 5 7 V— 1
104 (o) Diarrhoea undefined 92 — 1 3 8 25 12 15 8 4 8 8 — 7 41 27 13 1 3
& < (d) Enteritis . . '301 — 2 9 8 21 25 130 45 23 3‘3 15 2 15 146 88 29 7 14

105. (e) Gastro-enteritis 55 — — 2 7 11 7 10 14 1 '2 1 — 2 26 8 14 •2 3
(/) Colic 3 — — — -_ — — 1 2 — — — — 2 — 1 — —
(g) Intestinal U lceration, Colitis 15 — — — 1 4 — 3 3 1 2 ~ïl — 2I 7 3 1 2

[_(A) Duodenal Ulcer — __ — __ __ — — ---- __ __ __ — __ — —
106.--Anohylostomiasis 96 — — — 2 — 1 80 6 — 6 1 — 1 50 31 8 1 6
107.--Intestinal Parasites 130 — 1 2 6 27 8 8 50 ■6 5 17 9 85 14 16 3 3
108.--Appendicitis and T yphlitis 5 — — — — 1 4 — — — — 1 1 3 — — — —

(a) Hernia ) . .  y 11 — T— 1 3 2 — 4 — — — 1 __ 1 5 2 2 — 1
(5) Intestinal Obstruotion 22 1 — 1 2 1 __ 7 ■3 3 2 2 __ __ 11 ■ 4 4 — 3

’ (a) Psilosis (Sprue, or Ceylon
110..̂ Soiè-mouth) 5 — — --- 1 1 — 1 1 — --- 1 --A 1 2 1 ---r — 1
' 1 (5) Other Diseases of th e  In tes- r

tine . .  . . . 3 ~__ __ 4— __ __ 3 __ __ __ 1 1 1 __ —
111.--rioute Yellow A tr w h y  of the '

Liver 1 A . __■ __ 1 __ J_ — —J __ 1 __ __ _&
112.--Uydatid Tumour of the L iver . . 1 _ __ __ -_ __1 1 __ __ __ __ 1 __ — —

'(o) Cirrhosis of the Liver (Aleo-
113.^ holic) 1 — — __ __ — -_ — -T- — 1 __ •1 — — ---- —

1_(5) Cirrhosis Of the Liver (Tdxie) 48 — — 1 2 6 1 26 4 4 1 3 — 5 29 8 3 3
114.--Gallstones — — — — — — — — — — — -J— —
115.--Other Diseases of the Liver 9 __ __ — 7 1 —L. __ 1 __ 1 7 1 __ __ __
116.--Diseases of the Spleen — —
117.--Peritonitis (cause unknown) 38 __ — 1 1 2 1 25 3 3 2 __ 1 26 6 3 1 2
118.--Other Diseases of the D igestive

System (Cancer and Tuber-
culosis excepted) 4 1 — — — 3 ---. — — — 1 1 1 ---  . — —  . 1

VL —KToN-venebeas D isea ses  oe
THE Genito-TIrinAe-z- System • '

AND AtTNEXA. «

119.--A cu te  nephritis 45 - 2 5 1 22 9 3 1 2 —* 21 14 8 ‘ 1 1
120.-—Bright’s Disease 142 1 __ 4 8 16 12 65 14 '8 10 4 2 8 73 27 19 8 5
121.-—Chyluria ^.
122.-—Other Diseases of the Kidneys

andA nnexa.. 8 — — — — 2 — 3 1 1 — 1 — I 4 3 —
123.-—Urinary Calculi - . . __ __ __ __ —Í — . ___ __ -J. __ __
124.-—Uiseases of the Bladder 11 __ __ 1 2 1 __ 7 ___ --- __ ---1 1 7 1 1 — 1
125.>—^Diseases of the Urethra, Urinary '

Abscess, &c.. . 1 __ __ __ — __ 1 — — — __ ___ --- - 1 — — —
126.-—Diseases of the Prostate __ __ — — __ __ __ __ __ __ __ _i- __ __ ---- -t—' __
l2 7 .-—Diseases of the Male Genital

Organs (non-venereal) —
128.'-—U terine Haemorrhage (non-puer-

« petal) 1 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 1 __ — — __ ---- 1 —
129. —^Uterine Tumour (non-oancetous) 2 __ __ __ __ 2 __ __ ---- — 1 — 1 ■ — ■ --- __
1 30 . —Other Diseases Of the Uterds . . 4 __ __ 1 — __ 2 1 — _S 1 2 1 — —
1 3 1 . — Cysts and othei; Tumours of the « .

1 3 2 .— Salpingitis and other Diseases o: ■ 3 3 ~
the Female Genital Organs . 1

1 3 3 . — Kon-puerperal Diseases of the
B reast (Cancer excepted) ,

V U . — T s b  P ueekeeal State.
«>

' ( a )  A b o r t i o n ,  M iscarriage 2 _ 1 1 ' _ 1 __ 1
( 6 )  A n t e - p a r t u m S æ m o r r b a g e . .
( c )  E eto p io  Gestation 1 1 1L( d )  O ther Accidents of Preg

jaancy . . 7 — — — — 1 4 - 1 1 — — — 1 5 —- 1 — —
116.-----P u e r p e r a l Hæmorrhage 14 — __ __ 2 1 I 6 3 1 — __ __ 2 7 2 . 1 1 1
¡16.----- O t h e r  Accidents of Cmld-birth. 12 — __ __ __ 1 __ 3 7 1 __ __ __ 1 7 2 2
117.-----^P uerperal Septicæmia 73 ,— 1 '  2 9 11 6 23 - 8 8 1 4 __ 3 ■ 38 19 9 3 1

T” ( a )  P uerp eral Albuminuria,
Í8—<

( à )  .Puerperal JEolampsia 21 1 1 12 5 2 ■12 5 4

D e a t h s  a m o s «  a e i < R a c e s .
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XXX.—Causes of Death registered in the City of Cplouibo during the Year 1917—contd.
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r (o) Puerperal Phlegipasia, Alba
1 qa J Dolens .. __ — — — — --- —

(6) Puerperal Embolism, Sudden
L Death, &o.
f  (a) Puerperal Insanity __ — -r+ —

140. < (6) Consequences of Child-birth
h (not Otherwise defined) .. 19 __ _ 2 1 __ 1 3 4 7 1 — 8 8 3-

141.—Puerperal Diseases oi the Drsast —:. —* — — ---■ — —

VIII.— D̂iseases oE ipB Sejn and -
OE !thb CbiîiUdab Tissue. f

142,—Gangrene 22 . , —1 V— __ 21 1 __ __ __ . _ 17 3 1 — 1
, .q j  (a) Carbuncle .. 2 __ 1 — .— 1 -- - — — — — — — 1 — 1 —

■((6) Euruncle (Boil) __ _» _ • — __ —i — — — — —
r  (a) Phlegmon . : 17 «r— 2 1 13 — 1 - 1 8 3 3 1

144. < (à) Acute Abscess, Abscess un-
h qualified.. 6 J__ -L- __ ■ 2 I 1 2 — 1 3 , 2 — —
I (a) Dicer, Bedsore 14 -L-. ■ --T 3 4 2 2 2 1 __h 2 5 5 1 --  .
1 (6) Eczema ..' 3 __ 1 1 — — — 1 — — — 2 --- 1 —-

lAK J (c) I’emphigus —r ---‘ -Jw — — — — — — --- —. — — — -r- —
* ■'i (d) Other Diseases of the Integu-

J mentaxy System (Elephan- c
tiasis Arabum excepted).. 2 — — — --- — 1 d —1 1 1

IX.— D̂iseases oe the Bones and oe t
THE OeUANS oe LOOOMOXION.

■ 146.—Diseases of the Bones (Tuber-
culosis and Mastoid Disease
excepted) .. 6 __ —r 2 1 3 — --- • — — 1 3 2 — —

147.— D̂iseases ̂  of the Joints (Tuber-
oulosis and Rheumatism ex-
oepted)' 1 — — T— 1 1 — — —

148.—^Amputations .. — — — — a-- -J- — — — — — — — — —
.149.—Other Diseases of the Organs of

Locomotion 1 — — — — 1 — — — — 1

i
X.—Maueobmations.

C(a) Congenital Hydrocephalus.. 1 _ __ __ — __ 1 — — — _ — — r~ 1
1 (6), Congenital Diseases of the

1 5 0 . „  Heart ,. __ __ -- - —- — — ' — — — — — — 1 ““ 1
j (o) Other Congenital lilalfonna- I

„ tiohs (Stillbirths excluded) — -A- *— --- 1 — » — ^  ' — — 1

XI.—Diseases Oe Eaely Ineanoy. ' c

f  (a) Premature Birth 106 __ 7 4 7 41 6 19 9 13 8 67 17 1C
1 (6) Debility .. 364 2 — 21 36 74 39 33 110 21 8 20 2 12 176 89 • 1()

151. < (o) Want of Breast Milk 16 __ __ —u 1 __ 10 3 2 --- --- 1 9 3 .*2 L
j (d) Atrophy, Icterus, Sclerema
( Neonatorum ■ .. 2 — __ . _ 1 — __ — 1 __ 1 — 1 — — —
f (a) Atelectasis 10 __ __ - _ .q_ 7 --- 3 _ 1 — 4 2 1 5

152 ^ Injuries at Birth ' 1 — , _^ — 1 — — — — — 1 --- —
■ ] (c) Other Diseases peculiar to

h • early Infancy 1 — —. — — — "--- 1 — — — — ■ 1 — — —*
153.—Lack of care .. — — — — — — — — —

XII.—Odd Age. -

154.—Senility 500■ — 1 23 31 101 38 72 133 40 28 30 ' 4 20 233 87 12̂ 2‘1

XHI.---AEFBOTIONS PEODUOBD BY
Extebnai Causés. J,

155.—Suicide by Poison - __ _ ■ — * C
-

156.—Suicide by Asphyxia ■-- 1— — — __ — — -T-* — ___ __ __ __ - __
157.—Suicide by Hanging or Strangu- •V.

lation 9 1 1 -- — 1 1 J- 2 1 2 _ *5 4 __
168.—Suicide by Drowning — — — — — — —r* — — — __ __
169.—Suicide by Firearms 1 — — __ — 1 — --- — __ . I . .. —— *_- __
160.—Suicide by Cutting or Piercing 0

_  ihistruments 3 1 — — — 1 — 1 1 __ —r 1 __ ■
161.—Suicide by jumping from High

Places ~ ~ “■ ■ — — — ■ —»

D e a t h s  a m o n o - 'A I i . R a c e s ,
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162.—Suicide by Crushing 1

►

16S.^Uicide by other means 1
161.--Poisodng b y  Food 2 — — — — — 2 2 — — —

1'(o) Snake-bite 1
m . - i (6) Insect Stings (Venomous) . .

1̂ (̂c) Other Acute Poisonings
166.--Conflagration . .
167.--B um s (Conflagration excepted) 20 , — - — “ 1 3 ' --- It 3 1 — 1 — 1 11 b 2 — 1
168.—^Absorption of Deleterious Gases

(Conflagration excepted)
169.--Aceidental Drowning 8 — — —1 1 1 1 3 — — 2 — — t) ■--- — — 2
170.-—Traumatism by Firearms 1
171.—TraiHnatistn bÿ Cutting or Pier-

cing Instruments
H a )  Traumatism by Fall from
) Trees . . 2 _ —- 1 1 — — — — 1 — 1 — . . . —

172.-< (5) Traumetism by Fall from \
1 Heights other than Trees. . 2 — — — 1 1 — — — — — 1 — 1 — *—
L (c) Traumatism by other Aooi-

dental Fall 3 1 — —• — — — 2 — — — — — 1 1 — — — 1
173.—Traumatism in Mines and

Qnameâ
174.--Traumatism by Machines
175.--Traumatism by Other Crtishing

g (V4hicles, Railroad > Land*
slides, & oJ. . 12 — — — — 1 1 4 1 2 1 2 — — 6 — 4 — 2

l76.-^]ÿi]urieS by Annnals
l77.^Starvation . .  . , . — .r— ---- — — — — — .. . — __ — . . . — —
178.--Excessive Cold
179.--Bfiects of Heat 1 1 1
180.—Lightning . .  . ,
181.-*Electrioity (Lightning excepted)
182.-*Homioide by Fjreatiï«
183.--Homicide by Cutting or Piercing

Instruments 8 — — — — — --- 3 — — — — — — 2 1 — — —
181.--Homicide by other means 15 1 — 1 — — — 11 2 — — __ 1 __ 11 — __ — 3
185.-—Fractures (cause not specified). . 19 2 — 1 1 — 1 12 2 — — — 1 __ 11 4 2 1 —

("(«) JudioiM Hanging or Exeou*
186.- tion . .  . . 17 T- —T — — — — — 17 — — — — 16 1 t ' . . . —

^(6) Other External ViolenOe . . — —

DlSËÂSÊS.

r(o) Dropsy •• 7 1 ,—r 1 8 ____ 1 1 __ 1 _ _ 4 1 2 __ ____

187.- (b) A sc it i 11 3 0 2 1 « t a . •------ — — 1 4 6 — —

l (̂c) Other Hi-defined Organic
Disease — — - • — — — r  ^ — • ~ r — -___ ------ __ ____ . . . __

f  (a ) Syncope - . 0 — — - r . -̂-- 2 - 4 . 1 1 2 ____ — ___ 1 2 1 2 —

188.- (6) Sudden Death (not otherwise
.  defeied). .  - T - *

(«) Hoart-fafinr® 35 1 2 2 2 1 9I 10 1 4 3 1 7 19 2 4 — 2
(h) Atrophy, Debility, &e., three

months and over . . 172 1 -SL- 3 9 17 18, 43 39 23 8 11 — 2 93 29 41 5 2
(o) Teething . .

(d ) Pyrexia . .  . , 12 .-I— — — — — 1 1 3 2 4 1 — 1 4 2 3 ,  1 1
(e) Marasmus and Aathenia ,* ■ 89 — 1 9 5 19 15 27 9 3 1 ___ 2 49 16 14 6 3
(/) Other Xu-defined Causes . , 14 — 1 2 10 1 — __ _ __ 8 4 1 __ 1

Jjf) Diseases not specified 8 — — L 1 1 4 1 1 — — — 2 3 2 — 1
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• XXXII.—Violent Deaths in Ceylon in the Years 1916, 1917, and tlje Average 1907-1916.  ̂ i

AqgiDENT OB Violence.

Ry food 
Venomous bites and Stings: 

(a) Brahamin lizards 
(&) Black ants 
(e) Fish ..
(d) Hornets
(e) Rats ..
(/) Snakes 
(fif) Wasps 
{h) Scorpions

Other acute poisonipgs 
Burm, Scalds, and Explosions. 

Bottle lamps .. 
Conflagration ..
Other bums ..
Explosions

Drowning in pits 
Drowning in Wells 
Other drowning
Foreign body in air passage ..
Mother overlying child 
Other suffocation ..

Weapons and Implements.
Firearms
Cutting or piercing instruments 

Crushing.
Bicycle
Cart or carriage 
Fall of heavy substances 
Landslides 
Motor ears 
Motor lorry 
Rickshaw 
Railway 
Roller .
Tram car 
Trolly
•Collision of boats 

Falls.
From trees
From heights other than trees..
Other falls 

Injw ies hy Animals.
Rear 
Bufialo 
Cattle 
Cheetah 
Crocodile 
Cat 
Dog
Elephant 
Elk

i Wild boar 
Leech 

Weather Agencies.
Excessive cold 
Sunstroke * ,.
Lightning

Other Ill-defined Causes.
Mine and quarty accident
Wire shoot accident
Machinery
Fractures
Frick of nails ..
Caught in a_trap 

Suicide.
Poison
Ranging
FirearroS
Cutting or pieicing instruments 
Otherwise .. • • •

Homicide.
Firearms .. ..
Cutting or piercing instruments 
Other means ..

Execution,
Hanging . .  • • • •

* Average for 3 years.

Average for 
1907-4916. 1916. 1917,

27 . . 20 . . 29

1 . . . 4 . . 1
— 1

—̂  . . 1 . . —
3 . . 3 . . 11
1 . . 1 . . 3

21if . . 221- . . 212
4 .. 2 . . 2

_ 1
13 ‘ 3 . . 3

27* . . 29 . . 40
2 . . 3 . . 1

171 . . 181 . . 191
5 . . 3 . . 4

17 . . 35 . . 31
77 . . 147 . . 160

320 . . 258 244
3 . . 6 . . 8
1 . . — —

9 . . —  . .

66 . . 40 . . 46
9 . . 6 . . 7

1 . . 1 . . 5
26 . . ,28 , . 31
89 . . 102 . . -97
22* . . 9 . . 14
11 . . 22 . . 23
^  , . —  . . 1

1 . . —

31 . . 42 . . 31
---r 1 . .

1 . . 1 . . —

---. — —
---- . . 1 . . —

392 . . 373 . . 379
39 . . 48 . . 63
56 . . 48 . . 29

2 . . 2 . . 4
$ . . 7 . . 6'
7  . . 8 . . 12

—  . . 2 . . 3
16 . . 23 . . 26
—* 1 . . 1

2 . . 1 . . 3c
9 . . 11 . . 12
2 . . —  . . 1

1 . .
^  . . 1 •• 1
— . . — 1

3 . . 2 . . 6
4 . . 8 . . 4

15 . . 22 .. 14

17 . . 13 . . 21
3 . . 1 . . _
5 . . 10 . . 9

23 . . 27 . . 33
—- 1 . . —

— ' . . —  . . 1

20 . . 21 . . 20
118 . . 139 . . 160
1« . . 14 .. 13

8 . . 10 . . 4
41 .. 40 . . 43

33 . . 18 . .

c C

15
93 . . 83 96
80 . .  , 69 . . 72

36 . . 26' . . 38
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COLOMBO POET COMMISSION.

CONSTtTUTIOif.

Chairman, or Chief Tort Commissioner: Ron. Mr. F. 
Bowes, C.M.G., Principal Collector of Customs.

Official Members.
Principal Civil Medical Officer: Hoh. Dr. G. J. Rutherford. 
Geherat Manager of tjie R a ilw a y : Mr. G. P . Greene. 
D eputy Coilector of Chstoms, Colombo; Mr. W . T. 

Southorn.
Master Attendant, Colombo and Galle : Lieut.-Commander 

C. E, Stainer, B.M,
Harbour Engineer; Mr, A. D. Prouse, M.I.C.E.
Dhofficial Members nominated b y  the Ceylon Chamber 

of Coromeroe: Mr. E. S. Clayk, Mr. J. Lochore, 
Mr. R .  S . Thilpott, Mr. W .  P h i^ s , Mr. J. A. Ridge. 

Unofficial Member nominated b y  H is Excellency the 
Govepnor: Mr, G. Namasivayam.

Secretary: Mr. H. K. Hillyer.

D e p a r t m e n t s .

G enera l A d m in is tr a t io n .
Chairman, or Chief P ort Commissioner: Hon. Mr. F.

Bowes, C.M.G., Principal Collector of Customs.
Secretary: Mr. H. K . H illyer.
Accountant and Cashier : Mr. C. W . Musgrave.

M a s te r  A t te n d a n t’s  D e p a rtm en t.
Master Attendant (Colombo and Galle) : Lieut.-Com- 

mander C. E. Stainer, R .N.
Assistant Master A tten d a n t; Lieut.-Commander G. F . 

Hole. R.N.
B a r b o u r  E n g in e e r ’s  D e p a r tm e n t.

Harbour Engineer : Mr. A. D . Prouse, M.I.C.E.
A ssistant E ngineer: Mr. A. H . M. Morgan.
A ssistant Engineer and Surveyor ; Mr. H . P . H eap. 
Mechanical Superintendent: Mr. W . W hyte.

Consulting Engineers fo  the P ort of Colombo ; Messrs. Goode, M atthews, F itzm aurice, and W ilson, M.M.I.C.E. 
P

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR 1917.

DxteIng t ie  year 1917 the general scheme of warehouse accommodation was completed, and the 
various plans for future development nientioned in last year’s report were studied, although no definite 
decision was come to, events making the undertaking of any new works of development out of the 
question.

2. Progress was, however,- made in connection with the lake to harbour canal and with the 
harbour railway, and tke preparation of a site for the storage of oil in bulk away from the harbour 
was begun. ^

3. The work of upkeep was more than usually exacting, owing to the lack of material and the 
need for economy, and was largely transformed in character when the Department was put in charge 
of the material required for the outer defences of the port.

4. In February circumstances made it necéssarx' to take measures to protect shipping approach­
ing the port^from the danger of mines. The equipment of the port was accordingly strengthened, 
both in material and personnel, so as to be capable of dealing with any emergency likely to result 
from enemy action in (5eylon waters.

5. The work indicated in the two. preceding paragraphs, and in recruiting mechanics and motor 
boat drivers for service in the field by officers of the Department, is only mentioned as a record of work 
done. When the varied nature and details can be published, it will be possible to appreciate the 
effort made.

AoDiTioiiAn Warehouse Accommodation.
6. In the Administration Report for 1916 the measures taken to provide additional warehouse

accommodation at the port were described. The only warehouses then requiring completion were those 
between the Canal basin and the patent slip, and the shed for oil and plumbago. The former ware­
houses, which it has been decided to Call the “ Baghdad Warehouses,” were completed in April. They 
provide an additional 81,000 square feet of floor àrea. t

7. A conUgated iron shed has been erected on the east bank of the canal basin for dealing with 
oil and plumbago. I t  provides an additional-area of 8,600 square feet, and is served by two electric 
cranes, four hand cranes, and one steam crane.

8? Two jetties to serve the Pettah warehouses were also built, and the scheme of development 
of the warehouse area is thus in practical working order ; while there is ample space for further 
warehouses to the eastwaid of those erected.

’ Dredging thS L ak e -Harbour Ca n a l  Ba s in .
9. This work was begun, and has been completed to a line about 80 feet north of and parallel 

to the new railway bridge. The basin has been excavated to a depth of 6 feet, and can now be used by 
cargo lighters. I t  is anticipated that the calm water in this basin will greatly facilitate the loading of 
the heavy casks of oil exported from this port.

9(1)18
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Goods Trafito on the P ort Commission R ailw ay . (
10. A Committee of the Colombo Port Commission was appomted in June, in consultation with 

the Ceylon Government Railway officials, to draw up rules regarding the working of goods traffic and 
the interchange of traffic between the Ceylon Government Radway and the Port Commission, and any 
other relevant matters. The subject has been fully considered, and it is hoped to  issue a notice to the 
public shortly.

Quarters for tb:e Master Attendant.

11. The erection of quarters for the Master Attendant, near the Signal Station, Colombo, and 
his office, was commenced by the Public Works Department in March ; good progress has been made.

Miscellaneous.

12. Booklet regarding the Port of Colombo.-*r-An illustrated booklet regarding the port of Colombo 
has been prepared, hut its pubhcation has been postponed until after the war.

13. fumigatorium at Kochchikad,e.—Alterations and improvements to the fumigatorium at 
ELochchikade, a t a cost of RS. 2,600, have been effected, providing improved and more expeditious methods 
of dealing with the fumigation and re-pacMng of tea seed, &c. A spacious roofed-in area has been 
provided, upon which the operations of unpacking and re-packing seed can be carried out in all weathers.

14. Motor ImvmcIi “ Witbh’’—^The motor launch “ Witch,” which previously belonged to an 
enemy firm, was purchased from the Custodian of Enemy Property.

15. Sheds.-^oax  corrugated iron sheds, which belonged to an enemy firm, were taken over by 
the Port Commission under the provisions of the Order of Her Majesty m Council dated October 26, 
1896. One Shed has been erected as the mine-sweeping shed and office, and another as a naval shelter.

General Administration.

16. The centralization of all work not of a technical character was further continued in 1917, 
and the accounting work of the Master Attendant’s Departmcrnt Was transferred to the Secretary’s office 
in May. In  April a new temporary department, called the Mine-sweeping Department, w&s opened 
under the administration of the Port Commission, to deàl with matters connected with mine-sweeping. 
In December the work of excavation at Kolonnawa for an oil installations depot was begun ; this ijreans 
the addition of another Department to the work of the Port Commission. As a consequence, the work 
of the Port Commission office has greatly increased during the past year.' The correspondence hfs 
more than doubled during the past four years. Both these new departments are properly org^pized 
and running smoothly. Owing to the increase of work and staff in the Pqrt Commission office the want 
of accommodation is much felt, but the provision of additional office accommodation will probably hâve 
to be postponed until after the war.

Master Attendant’s Department.

17. In  April, 1917, Lieut.-Comman^er G. P. Hole, R.N., Assistant Master Attendant, was deputed 
to assist in the Mine-sweeping Department, Representations were made by the pilots that their pay was 
inadequate ; their scale of salaries has been increased. A report of the Mästet Attendant on the work 
of his Department appears as an appendijt to this report.

H arbour E ngineer’s D epartment. ^

18. Daring the past year the Harbour Engineer and his officers have frequently had to work 
long hours, to cope with the special War work thrown on the Department, and have by the rapidity and 
excellence of their work earned the thanks of the Naval Authorities. The number of vessels docked has 
increased from 37 in 1916 to 59 in 1917. The electric light installation belonging to the‘Admiralty is 
about to be taken over by the Port Authority.

Mine-sweeping  D epartment.
19. The work of mine-sweeping was placed vmder a separate Department in April, 1917. Lieut.

T. White, R.N.R., was officer in charge of the sea work till December, 1917. He has been succeeded
by Lieut. J. Hunter Allan, R.N.R. Lieut.-Cornmander G. E. Hole, R.N., is the officer of the Ceylon 
Government in charge.

Oil  Installations Depot, K olonnawa.
20. An area of 35 acres of land was acquired a t Kolonnâwa in 1917. The work of excavation 

for an oil installations depot was commenced in December, under the direction of the Harbour Engineer 
as Controlling Engineer, with Mr. H, P. G. Young, District Engineer, Public Works Department (seconded 
for service), as his assistant. The provision of facilities for the berthing of oil ships, and for bunkering 
vessels visiting the port, wa^ stiU under consideration a t 'the end of the year.

Passenger J etty Scheme and L ane to H arbour Canal. ^
21. A report by the Chief Engineer, Colombo Lake Development Scheme, on the progress of 

the passenger jetty  scheme and the lake to harbour canal appears as an  appendix to  this report.
f

R ecruiting-OP Staff for W ork in  Mesopotamia.
22. In October, 1916, a Committee, styled the Colombo Rivercraft Committee, was appointed, 

to act in conjimetion with the Indian Rivercraf b Board, whose headquarters were a t Calcutta, with a  ' 
view to supplying plant, floating craft, and material for service on the river Tigris. The resources of 
Colombo did not enable the Committee to offer any regular supplies of material, so, with small exceptions.

    
 



Givit.] COLOMBO PORT COMMISSION. M3

t^6 Indian Bivereraft Board did not take advantage of the offers it was possible for the Colonibo 
Committee to make. In October, 1916, however, a request Was made by the Government of India that 
a number of motor boat drivers and mechanics should be recruited in Ceylon for service in Mesopotamia. 
The recruiting was entrusted to the Colombo Rivercraft Conjmittee, and has been carried out under the 
direction of the Secretary, from the Port Commission office. The numbers have been sufficient to render 
itnecessary to engage a special clerical staff to cope with the large amount of Work thereby thrown on the 
Secretary and Accountant. Altogether a total of 542 men have been recruited and sent to Mesopotamia 
during the past nineteen months. The numbers of each class are as follows :—

73 motor boat drivers.
10 motor mechanics.
55 motor boat driver-mechanics. 
7 turners.

119 fitters.
6 machinemen.
2 coppersmiths.

10 tinsmiths.
13 blacksmiths.

107 marine ratings.
8 engine drivers for railway. 

30 firemen for railway.
15 boilersmiths for railway.

4 electricians.

30 carpenters.
28 steersmen.
12 clerks (10 for East Africa). 

2 stationary engine drivers. 
11 miscellaneous.

Of the above, 34 have returned as time-expired,- and a few .have returned declared medically unfit for 
further service. The men appear to havq acquitted themselves with credit, judging by the testimonials 
given to the time-eXpired men; and by the further demands for men made by the Adjutant-General in 
India, under whose direction the recruiting of all staff for work overseas has now been placed ; while the 
men appear to have adapted themselves readily to the conditions, if one may judge from the fact that 
several have renewed their engagement after a short spell of leave.

" M embees and  Staff.
23. There were no changes in the membership of the Colombo Port Commission in 1917. 

Mv. C. W. Musgrave assumed duties as Accountant and Cashier on January 9, 1917i

PiNANOIAL.
24. ' A statement is annexed as an appendix showing the revenue and expenditure of the Colombo 

Port Commission for the twelve months ended September, 1917. The sum allotted to the Colombo 
Port^ommissioh in the estimates of expenditure during the financial year 1916-17 was Rs. a,005,649. 
The actual expenditure during the financial year was Rs. 1,732,267. The estimated revenue of the port 
during the same period was Rs. 2,668,284. The actual revenue amounted to Rs. 2,427,850. A sum of 
lis. 2,006,612, exclusive ofTts. 185,000 for the oü installations depot at KolonnaWa, was provided in the 
estimates of expenditure for the financial year 1917-18, and the estimated revenue for the same year is 
Rs. 2,583,699.

S h i p p i n g .

25. Arrangements were made with the various shipping agents for the more expeditious working 
of shipping in Colombo, as in other ports; in order to assist in the speeding up of shippmg throughout 
the Empire. Buies were promulgated penalizhig the master or agent of any vessel wilfuUy delaying 
his ship. The arrangements made have met with great success, owing to the readiness with which the 
shipping agents and lighterage companies have assisted in effecting the desired object.

26. The usual returns are published in the report of the Principal Collector of Customs.

Colombo, May 29, 1918.
F. BOWES,

Chairman, Colombo Port Commis.sion.

APPENDICES.

REPORT OP THE MASTER ATTENDANT FOR 1917.

Gewera?.—The work of this Department for the year has been satisfactory. The attendance, 
conduct, and health of the officers and employeeawere as satisfactory as in the previous year.

The accounts work of this Department was transferred to the Accountant’s Branch of the Colombo 
Port Commission from May 1,1917, and Mr. V. S. Ratnam, Second Clerk of this office, was transferred 
there to attend to the work.

Mine-sweeping was started on February 21, 1917, and was carried on by this Department until 
April 11,1917, when a separate Department wasf ormed, with Lieut. I. T. Whii^, R.N.R., as officer in charge, 
and Lieut.-Commander G. E. Hole, R.N., as assistant.

—^Both the tugs worked as mine sweepers from February 21,1917, to June 10,1917. Owing 
to the increase in cost of coal and stores, the scale .of charges for the use of the tugs was raised with effect 
from September 1, 1917. In order that the tugs may be ready with the full complement of crew for 
emergency calls, fom lascars and four firemen were added tn  each tug from June 11,1917. The control 
and supervisffin bf the engine room estabUshment of the tugs were transferred to the Harbour Engineer 
from December 1, 1917.

Lighthouses?—^ e  defect in the Colómbo light was rectified by Lieut, R. Cuthbert, Inspector of 
Lighthouses, Madras, and brought to thorough working order from February 23, 1917. The Foul Point 
light, Trincomalee, was found defective, and arrangements were made to  have the same rectified early 
in 1918 by the Factory Engineer.
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' Signal Station, Colombo.—^Arrangements were made to engage the services of Master Gunner 
C. W. Trickett, R.G.A., and Corporal Grisley, R.G.A., to give the signalmen a regular course of training 
from January, 1918. ' ^

Pearl Banks.—^There was no inspection of the pearl banks in 1917. The last pearl fishery was held 
in 1907. Notice was given to the agents of the brig “ Rengasamy Puravi ” to terminate the charter 
party with effect from May 1, 1918.

The Master Attendant’s Department and, Signal Station, Galle, were worked satisfactorily during 
the year.

Pilots.—The salaries Of the pilots at Colombo and GaUe were raised with effect from December 1, 
1917. The present scale is £450 per annum minimum, £650 maxirn.um. The senior pilot on duty is 
■given a duty allowance of £50 per annum.

To ensure efficient working^ of the pilot boats, the coxswains of the boats, who were drawn from the 
boatmen on first class pay, were allowed to draw salary at Re. 1-15 a  day from October 1, 1917.

Appointments.—^Mr. J. Olsson was appointed Pilot, Colombo and Galle, from August 1̂  1917. 
Mr. A. A. Crane was appointed Master of the tug “ Samson ” from August 1,1917. Mr. J. T. Green was 
appointed Additional Mate, Tugs, from February 12,1917. Mr. R. Appleton was appointed Additional 
Mate, Tugs, from June 11, 1917, and Mate, Tugs, from August 1, 1917. Mr. I. B. Perera was appointed 
Fourth Clerk from December 17, 1917.

On Leave.— M̂r. H. Fisher, who was granted three months’ vacation leave, five months’ commuted 
full-pay leave, and one month’s half-payleaVe from EeLruary 10,1917, returned to the Island and resumed 
duties on November 13, 1917. Mr. A. Harvie, Senior Pilot, was granted three months’ vacation leave 
from May 1,1917, preparatory to retirement. Mr. J . Sprenson was granted three months’ vacation leave 
and six months’ commuted full-pay leave from Decomber 1, 1917.

On War and other Services.—^Mr. G. A. V. Howes, Pilot, Colombo and GaUe, is still on war service. 
Mr. J. J. Hamilton, Pilot, Colombo and GaUe, who was on leave till July 25,1917, has taken up war 
service, leave on no pay having been granted tiU the end of the war.

Lieut.-Commander G. F. Hole, R.N., Assistant Master Attendant, and Mr. G. E. Appelbe, Pilot, 
Colombo and GaUe, have been attending to mine-sweeping duties. *

Retirements : On Medical Grounds.—^Mr. A- Harvie, Senior Pilot, from August 1, 1917. Mr. 
M. Shanks, Chief Engineer, Tugs, from February 2?, 1917. Mr. M. Vanniasingham, Third Clerk^^from 
November 28, 1917. Mr. A. Abeyagoonewardena, Assistant Signalman, GaUe, from September 22, 19^7. 
M. K. Abraham, Quartermaster, GaUe, from October 1, 1917. ^

On Account of Age.—^Mr. C. Musster, Diver, from' May 1, 1917. AbduUa, Head Driver, Tug 
“ Samson,” from AprU 1,1917. Saverimuttu, Leading Lightkeeper, from March 1, 1917. Croos Muttu, 
Leading Lightkeeper, from March 1, 1917.

Resignations.—^Mr. W. H. Sparke, Pilot, resigned from November 25, 1917. Mr. F. Dolton, Pilot, 
resigned from December 1, 1917.

Dismissals.— M̂r. J. T. Green, Additional Matp, Harbour Tugs, dismissed, from June 10, 1917.
Master Attendant’s Office, 

Colombo, May 17, 1918.
C. E. STAINER,

Lieut.-Commander, R.N., Master Attendant.

r e p o r t  o f  t h e  HARBOUR ENGINEER FOR 1917.

The work of the Harhour Engineer’s Department becomes more extended year by year, mainly 
owing to the increased facilities required for dealing tvith the trade of the port in a satisfactory manner.

In the year 1917 tho Department, however, had an entirely new caU made upon'its resources, 
namely, in meeting the outer defence requirements of the port, the provision of a buUding for the mine- 
s'si'eeping establishment, and the re-fitting and maintenance of mine-sweeping trawlers. The demands 
made in this direction upon the mechanical branch of the Department were extremely severe, bu t the 
results obtained, I  believe, have been satisfactory.

The working of the graving dock Was another branch in which the activities of the Department 
yere called upon for exceptional work. Of the 59 vessels which used the dock, a large majority were 
engaged on war service. The speed with which these vessels were dealt with was praiseworthy, most of 
the vessels having been docked, cleaned, painted, and vmdocked within tWenty-four hours, and this 
despite the fact that during a considerable period of the year lighting restrictions were rigidly enforced. 
Two years back the foregbing work occupied at least twice the time now required, and therefore, imder 
present conditions,‘*the delay of an extra day is saved to the ship. The cleaning and painting of these 
ships have been recently executed in a manner which shows a great improvement on similar work done 
during past years. The reason for this is that the labour, owing to the larger number of dockings, was 
more continuaUy employed, and consequently was better trained and organized.

I t  is a point of interest to note that the “ Empress of Britain,” the largest vessel ever docked at 
Colombo, made use of the graving dock in August, 1917. This vessel has a draught of 28J feet, namely, 
18 inches less than the depth of water over the sill a t low water ordinary spring tide, and, although the 
tides were below normal, the docking was safely carried out. The weight of the ship, namely, 21,000 
tons, did not in any way adversely affect the floor of the dock—a testimony to the good workmanship 
put into the construction of the dock, and the sound design of the same provided b̂ y ^ e  Consulting 
Engineers.

The completion of Baghdad warehouses is also a matter for congratulation, botfi for the speed with 
which those warehouses Wbre built, and for the low cost at which this extensive accommodation was 
provided during war time, namely, at practically pre-war rates, owing to the fact that the design of the  
building was specially arranged to exclude materials which at that date had either risen seriously in price 
or were practically unobtainable.
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Another facility which has been made available dnring the past year, and which will considerably 
assist in the handling of the trade of the port, is the excavation of the canal basin— l̂ake to harbour 
canal'»—which is now available for use by cargo lighters.

A further development of the duties of this Department was caused by the working of the railway 
facilities connected with the opening of the Chalmers granaries to rice traffic. The convenience of 
transporting rice by train direct from the warehouse to its destination has been largely made use- of ; 
and this traffic is showing a continued growth.

The large volume of correspondence disposed of continued to be the feature of the working of the 
office. It was believed that the transference of the accounting branch of the Department to the office of 
the Secretary, Colombo Port Commission, would lead to a reduction of correspondence, but, practically, 
there’has been no such diminution of work. This has been mainly due to the rapid expansion of the 
Department, simultaneously with which a thorough systematization of the whole internal administration 
has been effected. I t  has also been found necessary, in actual working, to carry on within the Depart­
ment a proportion of accounting duties. The figures given below show the volume of correspondence 
dealt with in 1912 (the year preceding the establishment of the Colombo Port Commission) and in the 
years 1914 and onwards till 1917 (the year following the separation of the accounting branch) :—

1912,6,666; 1914, 8,799; 191S, 11,937; 1916, 16,789; 1917, 14,779.

R eq t t b r b n t  W o r k s .

The works executed under this head were as follows
Breakwaters.-^K small portiop of the necessary repairs to the concrete surface of the south-west 

breakwater was taken in hand and completed during the month of January.
Lighthouses.— T̂be occulting gear of the Colombo revolving light was thoroughly overhauled, and 

the mercury bath was cleaned out and re-filled under the superintendence of the Inspector of Lighthouses, 
Madras Presidency.

Dredging Inner Harbour.— T̂he usual annual soxmdings of the harbour bed were taken during the 
year, and showed little alteration in the depths of the harbour from those recorded the previous year, 
with the exception of those places where the dredger had been at work.

Patent Slip.—^The»slip was used on 59 occasions, of which 15 were for the I. L. S. “ Beacon,” 
privée tugs, native saüing vessels, and Admiralty lighters, and 44 for harbour 'tugs, mine-sweeping 
tiuwders, launches, water-boats, and block barges belonging to the Harbour Engineer’s Department. 
The eost of working the shp amounted to Rs. 9,763, and the revenue earned was Rs. 9,819. In  July the 
hoist wire of the patent slip, which had become unsafe, was removed, and a new wire was fitted.

Graving Dock.—^The dock was made use of on 59 occasions, 23 of which were for the accommoda­
tion of ships of His Majesty’s Navy, Admiralty transports, and Admiralty chartered vessels, and 2 t)f 
vessels belonging to the Ceylon Government. The remaining 36 vessels were merchant ships. The 
cost of working the dock for the year amounted to Rs. 73,688, and the revenue earned was Rs. 90,597. 
The internal feed pipes of graving dock boilers were renewed in March. In. July the thrust block of 
pumping engine No. 1, graving dock, Was opened up, inspected, and overhauled. Special repairs to 
furnaces of boiler No. 2 were undertaken and completed.

Crawes.—A 2|-ton  departmental steam crane was erected at Baghdad jetty, and on several 
occasions departmental steam cranes were provided to enable heavy shipments of cargo to be despatched.

Buoy sound Moorings.—-¿Ji the mooring buoys were removed, repaired, replaced, and painted^ 
twice during the year. The due proportion of mooring chains and shackles were changed and made good.

Workshop Machinery.'—̂ During the New Year hohdays the workshop boilers were opened up, 
cleaned, and inspected, engines and workshop machinery were overhauled, and the necessary repairs 
were carried out.

Working of Colombo Port Commission Railway.—There was a marked development of traffic on 
the Colombo Port Commission railway. The tonnage worked during 1917 was as under

Ceylon Government Railway coal. 
Oil ..
Manure

Tons.
100,431
17,137
3,494

Rice .. 
Other goods

Total

Tons.
36,833

788
1S8,683

A Sub-Committee of the Colombo Port Commission drew up rules, in consultation with the Ceylon 
Government Railway officials, for the working of goods traffic on the Port Commission railway. These 
rules will shortly be made public.

As it was impossible to deal with the increased traffic by the locomotives available in the Depart­
ment, and as the dehvery of the additional locomotive already on order could not be expected owing to 
war conditions, the use of a Ceylon Government Railway engine was obtained, largely to deal with the 
coal traffic for. that Department. An indent has now been forwarded to the) Crown Agents for two 
shunting engines, in place of the one previously ordered, to be delivered as soon as possible after the war.

Roads and Buildings.—Only absolutely necessary work of maintenance was carried out.
Fumigation.— T̂wo Royal Navy ships, 23 merchant vessels and transports, 8 trawlers, and 1 

departmental vessel were fumigated with the Clayton apparatus. The Clayton apparatus was also used 
to extract the fumes from damaged drums of chloride of lime in the holds of an American steamrar.

Other Recurrent Works carried out by the Department comprised the surveying and sounding of 
the harbour, maintenance of quays, wharves, jetties, and the barge-repairing basin, repairs to roUing 
stock, upkeep of the Colombo Port Commision railway lines, working and maintenance of steam and 
electric cranes, répairs to and working of departmental barges and punts, working of electric light and 
plant, conservancy and watching of all harbour premises, repairs to tugs “ Samson ” and “  Goliath,” 
and the upkeep of all Government launches in the port.

    
 



M 6 CEYLON ADMINISTBATION REPORTS ROR 1917. [Part I.

* Nii.T!»’ W orks. „
The worfcs -«̂ hioh were classed under “ Special Expenditure ” during the year consisted of the 

following;— ‘
Deepening Datbour.—The deepening of the harbour was proceeded with throughout the year by 

the dredger “ Sir John Coode ” dredging to 33 feet below low water ordinary spring tide, and good 
progress was made with this work. The dredger was laid up for the usual overhaul and repairs for about 
two weeks in June, and again for about .six weeks in November and December. During the latter time 
somewhat extensive repairs, both to the hull and Inaohinery, were undertaken and completed.

Sanitation.’̂ lsx  conformity with the Colombo Port Commission sanitation scheme, latrines were 
built a t the following places during the year, v iz .;—

(а) At Kockchikade, for coolies and clerks working a t the grain sheds ;
(б) At the barge-repairing basin, for men and clerks working in tha t area ; and
(o) Opposite Alutmawatta road junction, for coolies engaged on the coaling lots.

€
Water Supply to Port Commission Area.‘**A branch fire hydrant and standpipe system from the 

main water supply has been installed to serVe the new Baghdad warehouses, and a water service for 
Government craft was installed at the patent slip. An emergency supply for shipping has also, been 
provided a t the root of the south-west break'srater. The 3-ineh service to the block jetty has been 
thoroughly overhauled and connected to the lOJnch main.

Mahara Quafry.—This quarry was maintained for the supply of rubble, metal, and stone setts 
for the works carried out by the Department. The quantity of rubble sent to Colombo from Mahara 
during the year was 7,068 tons. The average huhiber of convicts employed during 1917 was 315.

In  view of the fact that th#existing resérve of rubble will not last for more than about twelve tcT 
eighteen months, additional land was acquired to meet future requiremants. A new railway line, half 
a mile in length, was constructed for working the new quarry.

Mutwal Stonttbreaking Ground.—This groWnd was used for breaking rubble into metal for oonqret© 
and other works and the storing of these materials.

Baghdad Warehouses {Export).—^The construction of the two warehouses between the lakp-haibour 
canal and the patent slip, which was commenced a t the end of August, 1916, jras completed during the 
year. The first warehouse was handed over to the Customs for use On February 14,  ̂and the second 
on Aprü 28, 1917. These warehouses provide 81>000 square feet of floor area. ^  ^

The scheme for lighting the warehouses, both inside and outside along the quay, with electric 
light was completed on July 21,1917. f

The dredging of the water area in front of the warehouses to a depth of 7 feet below low water 
ordinary spring tide was undertaken by the lO^ton grab digger, and completed at the same time as the 
warehouses.

Development of foreshore between Patent Slip and Block «leííy.—Owing to wave action at the quay 
wall, now named Pettah quay, it was found difdcult to load und unload lighters a t  this wall during the 
north-east monsoon. I t  was therefore decided to erect two jetties constructed'on concrete cylinders to  
facilitate the handling of cargo. The first jetty was commenced in April, and completed by the end of 
September. The second, which was started in August, was nearly complete by the end of December.

Lake-Harbour Canal Basin.—^The excavation of this basic to a depth of 6 feet below low water 
ordinary spring tide Was commenced during the year 1917 by the 10-ton grab, and practically completed 
to a line about 80 feet north of, and parallel to, the new railway bridge across the canal. The work of 
excavation was necessarily intermittent, as the grab was required a t times in other parts of the harbour, 
and progress was somewhat retarded by the fact tha t the greater part of the material to be removed 
consisted of large boulders and hand rubble^

Accommodation food from Graving Dock to Petroleum Jetty.—¡Xho construction of jihis road, 21 
feet wide, which Will give immediate access to the petroleum jetty, b^^ge-repairing basin, and coal 
grounds, was commenced on.August 21, 1917, and considerable progress was made. Access to this 
road from Korteboam street is afforded a t the south end by the approach road to the barge-repairing 
basin, completed in 1916, and at the north end by the road to the graving dock.

35-ton Crane Load on Guide Pier, Graving Dock.—Owing to the necessity of facilities fot dealing 
with heavy loads on the north guide pier of the graving dock, sanction was obtained to transfer 
thereto the 35-ton construction crane from the south-west breakwater. The work was put in hand in 
August, and the crane road, which consisted of 550 feet of railway line, was completed by the end of 
the year. Good progress was made with the dismantling and transference of the crane to the north 
guide pier.^

New Hopper and Digger Barges.—Th^ Public Works Department (Government Factory) 
completed three steel hopper barges for use in inner harbour dredging. The building of two 50-ton 
hopper barges of timber by this Department was sanctioned in December, 1917, and the work was 
immediately taken in hand. The construction of a flat-bottomed timber digger barge, to contain the 
5-ton grab for dredging purposes, was also carried out during the year.

New Boats.— T̂he following boat-buüdihg programme was executed:—1 gig for the Customs 
Department, 1 dingy for tugs, 2 gigs for the Police Department, 2 boats for pilots, 2 mooring boats for 
the Master Attendant’s Department, and 4 boats for the Harbour Engineer’s Department.

Motor Engine for Port Surgeon’s Motor- Launch.— Â new engine was received from England during 
the year and was fitted to a hull built by the Department, and the launch was completed Within 
the year.

Staff . c

The engagement of Mr. G. E. Morrish, Building Foreman, was terminated in June, 1917, in 
consequence of the reduction of building operations in the Department, and the Foreman Oarpeiiter, 
Mr. W. J . Kingston, was temporarily made responsible for the maintenance of roads and buildings.
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 ̂ Captain J. H. Campbell, of the dredger “ Sir John Coode,” retired in August, 1917, after twenty- 
one years' meritorious service in connection with the harbour. Captain W. E. Gordon-Brown- was 
appointed to succeed him.

Mr. 0. Jensen, Relieving Captain, resigned his appointment, with effect from March 10, 1917.
A scheme of salaries was sanctioned by Government for the subordinate staff of the Department, 

the scale for the clerical branch being based on that of the Customs Department and for the draughtsmen’s 
branch on that of the Pubho Works.

The engine room establishment of the harbour tugs was placed under the control of this 
Department as from December 1, 1917.

I t gives me the greatest pleasure to record the able assistance rendered at aU times by the staff. 
The greater the pressure, the more willingly the various members of the staff concerned rose to the occasion, 
and by strenuous endeavours carried out the work entrusted to them. I  am especially indebted to those 
by w tae  efforts the work of port defence, docking of ships, and railway working was so efficiently 
executed, as well as to the clerical and drawing of&ce division of the Department.

Harbour Engineer's Office, e A. D. PROUSE,
Colombo, May 18,1918. ____________________ Harbour Engineer.

REPORT OP THE CHIEF ENGINEER, COLOMBO LAKE DEVELOPMENT SCHEME,
On  w o r k s  c a r r ie d  o u t  b y  h im  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  1917.

' N e w  Cu sto m s  H o u s e  a t  t h e  P a s s e n g e r  J e t t y .

» D u r in g  th e  y e a r  th e  p rogress h as b een  sa tis fa c to r y .

2. Tie new 100 feet wide bridge has been completed as far as is possible until traffic is diverted 
over the new portion. This will be done as soon as York street and Church street are raised to approach 
the new bridge. Arrangements for this raising are being made.

3. Th© lowering of Wharf road and the consequent re-arrangement of drains, pipes, &o., are 
in hand, ,

4. The railway has been extended from the west end to the new bridge, and is being continued 
in an easterly direction, so as to give a direct line from the root of the south-west breakwater eventually 
tojblíé* Mutwal railway, but meanwhile to the present railway system.

, Estimated cost, Rs. 627,500 ; expenditure, Rs. 188,537•87.

Ca n a l , L a k e  to  H a Rb o u r , in c l u d in g  L a k e s id e  B a s in  a n d  L a k e s i d e  W a r e h o u s e s .

1. ' The work has been delayed by the impossibility of obtaining steel work.
2. The east set of duplicate and tandem locks is nearing completion.
3. The bridges over the locks are in hand.
4. Prom the looks to the harbour the canal walls have been built to the required level, with the 

exception of the abutments under Norris road bridge. The excavation between the waUs is proceeding.
5. The additiojial basin has been completed, with the exception of a small amount of excavation 

over the area.
6. Bndge under Norris Road.—̂ The abutments and piers on the north side of the bridge have 

been built fot a sufficient length to take a roadway 24 feet -wide. The steel work for this portion is in 
hand, but cannot be completed until further steel work is received.

7. Bridge under Main Street.— T̂he abutments and piers have been built to the required height. 
The steel weak and decking for the east span is completed, vfith the exception of a width of 8 feet, which 
is in hand. The traffic has been temporarily diverted over the southern portion of the bridge.

8. The northern portion is ready for steel work, which cannot be obtained.
9. Bridge carrying Mutwal Baitway over the Canal.~The p iers  a n d  a b u tm e n ts  a r e  b u ilt ,  a n d  th e  

w ork  is  w a itin g  for  s t e e l  w o r k , w h ic h  is  n o t  a v a ila b le .

Estimated cost, Rs. 2,860,000 ; expenditure, Rs. 1,372,230'86. ' - ^

J. STRACHAN,
Chief Engineer, Colombo Lake 

-— — ------ -—  ------- Development Scheme.

STATEMENT SHOWING THE REVENUE OP THE COLOMBO PORT COMMISSION 
FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1916-17. ,

Harbour dues . .  . ,
Single warehouse rent ..
Double warehouse rent .,
Pilotage J J-- 
Harbour tugs pure of) ...
Commission on salved coal 
Fees for survey of native vessels and 

for examination of tindals, &c. .. 
Patent slip
Gra-ving dock and guide pier

Rs. c. 
1,331,604 40 

399,602 42 
68,893 48 
74,970 .0 
18,084 60 

5,687 48

725 0 
9,818 87 

90,597 12

Rent of barge-repairing basin
Rent of coal grotmda
Rent of other lands and buildings
Hire of cranes and locomotives
Fumigation of vessels -
Sale of stores
Other collections

Total

Rs. c.
17,625 0

209,362 23
26,675 32

9,395 39
6,486 65

202 29
159,119 45

2,427,849 60
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE EXPENDITHRE OF EACE DEPARTMENT OF THE 
COLOMBO PORT COMMISSION DURING THE FINANCIAL YEAR 1916-17.

Gteneral 
Adttiimstration.

Pfeysoual Emolurnents . .

Annually Recurrent Charges:—
Stores, fuel, clothing for boatnjen 
Surveying and shunding harbour 
Mainten^ce of breafewater$ and light­

houses, including Clock Tower 
Maintenance of jetties (other^han Customs) 

and barge-repairing basin 
Dredging inner harbour ■.
Worldng the patent slip . .  . .
Working the graving dOck 
Preparation, handling, and distribution of 

Stores and fuel
Maintenance of buoys and moorings 
Working and maintenance of workshops and 

shop niacbinery f •
Work^g trains and loooinotives and repairs 

to rolbng stock . .  . .
Working and maintenance of departmental 

plant ..
Maintenance of railways . .  
lHaintenance of barges 
Watching Port Commission premjseson shore 
Maintenance of roads in Port Commission 

premises
Maintenance of Port QommissiOn buildings 
Maintenance o l passenger jetty and other 

Customs wharves and jetties 
Working and maint$nance Of Customs 

cranes, electric light, hnd plant 
Conservancy of harbour and Port Cbm 

mission premises 
Repairs to harbour tugs . .
Maintenance of launches, boats, and boa 

house premises 
Fumigation of vessels 
Repairs to Colombo revolving light 
Restoring foreshore of Fishery Harbour 
Booklet re port of Colombo 
Inoidental expenses

New Works:—
Deepening Colombo Harbour 
Enclosh^ Port Commission premises 
Approach road to barge-repairing basin . .  
Latrines •.
Water service tO Port Commission premises 
Working Mahara quarry and iMutwal sfone- 

breaking yard • • , • •
Warehouse on old coal grounds 
Bungalows for departmental ofiScers 
Quartets for Master Attendant 
Extension of roof to"boat shed 

“ Acquisition of land at Mahara
Dredging harbour entrance to Jake-harbour 

canal . .
Minor works and improvements 
Quay Wall 
Boatmen’s shelter 
New jetty at quay wall . .
New hopper and digger barges
New cranes
New boats and pimts
New boats for Master Attendant, Customs, 

and Police Departments 
New hull and motor engine for Port 

Surgeon’s launch 
New machinery 
New chairs and shackles . .
New weighing machines . .

Rs. 0 . 
18,086 63

1 ,155  8S

Master Harbqur
Attendant’s Engineer’s Total.
Department. Department.

Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. c.
199,679 46 .. 167,541 3*.. 375,307 12

69,044 69 .. “ 69,044 69
— 4,707 76 . . 4,707 76

— 13,190 51 . . 13,190 51

__ . , 29,328 64 . . 29,328 54
— 11,039 91 .. 11,039 91
— 9,763 2 . . 9,763 2
— 73,687 71 .. 73,687 71

_ , . 13,989 68 .. 13,989 68
— 13,899 17 .. 13,899 17

— 51,977 16 .. 51,977 16

— 40,552 72 .. 40,552 72

__ 35,220- 8 . . 35,220 8
■ --- 21,258 $8 .. 21,258 38
— 6,736 14 .. 6,736 14
— 8,890 10 .. 8,890 10

__ 8,870 65 .. 8,870 65
— 16,573 92*.. - 16,573 92

— 24,639 11 . . 2 4 ,5 3 9 ' 11

— 15,174 14 . . 15,174 14

__ 17.435 65 . 17,435 66
— 13,454 10 . 13,464 10

__ . , , 58,131 42 . 68,131 42
— 8,720 59 . 8,720 59,
— 4,536 7 . 4,536 7
— 989 96 . 989 96
— 184 69 184 68

508 21 .. 4,753 84 6,417 88

85,116 88 85,116 88
— 1,888 88 1,888 88
— 1,120 16 1,120 16
—— 21,079 90 21,079 9C
— 3,572 94 . .^ 3,572 94

- 36,574 1 36,674 1
— 350,8i3 62 . 350,843 62
— 6 89 . 5 88
— 6,910 26 . 6,910 26
— 11,683 9 . 11,583 9
— 46,777 64 . 46,777 64

__ " 11,626 33 . 11,626 33
— 19,202 16 19 202 16
— 7,365 89 7*3J65 88
— 912 89 912 3?
— 76,809 40 76,809 40
•-- - 48,741 46 48,741 4i

6,349 .36 6,349 3f
— 3,110 22 . ■ 3,110 2ä

— 8,872 62 8,872 6i

•— 3,383 6 3,383 «
— 8,298 54 8,298 64

, . 17,473 46 . 1 7 , 4 7 3  46
--- , . 1,028 64 . 1,028 54

269,232 36 1,443,792^72* 1,732,267 64

* Includes cost of Accounting Branch transferred to General Adm inistration (Port Commission OfSce) in  O ctober, 1916
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IIMI&RATIOIÍ AND QÜAEANTINE.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT OE THE CHAIRMAN, PLAGUE COMMITTEE, FOR 1917.

Tííte Principal Collector of Customs, the Hon. Mr. E. BoWes, C.M.G., C.C.S., Ohairittan; the 
Principal Civil Medical Officer, the Hon. Dr. 0 . J- Rutherford; the Government Agent, Western Erovihce, 
the Hon. Mr. J. G; Eraser, C-M>G., C.C.S.; the Chairman, Municipal Council, Colombo, Mr. R . W. 
Byrde, C.C.S.; the Master Attendant, Colombo, Lieutenant-Commander C. E . Stainer, R .N .; the 
Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Wilham Moir from January 1 to  February 29, 1917, ^  J. 
Thomson Broom from February 23 to December 3 1 ,19l7. The Unofficial Member, Mr. F. H. Layard, 
who represented the planting interests, resigned in  Jrme, and Mr. C. M, Gordon was appointed in  his 
^ace on July 2 4 . The Plague Committee held nine meetings during the year.

/■ "
Sj-AB«.’

2. Dr. G. A. Rode, Medical Officer, Convict Establishment, Was appointed Port Surgeon, Colombo, 
on March 19, in  place of Dr. Donald Schokman, who was transferred to Mandapam Camp as Quarantine 
Medical Officer, with effect from April 1, 19l7, on the transfer of Dr. Brinley Fernando to Ratnapura.

Mr.H. Gordon Gran, th e Superintendent, Mandapam Camp, went on leave with a view to  joinmg 
the Army (he ha  ̂ since received a Commission in the Royal Field ArtiUeryh and Dr. Schohanan, the 
Quarŝ tinS Medical Officer, assumed duties on September 11 as Acting Superintendent. Mr. Cran 
wa  ̂responsible for the successful. workiBg o f the temporary camp from th e date of Mie opening o f  
th<i new route from Ipdia, and the practical nature And completeness of the arrangements for the 
accommodation of passengers ip  the new eamp Are largely the result Of hiS suggestions. Mr. Cran, 
throughout a time, of peculiar difficulty, showed tact and great consideration ih  dealing With the various 
persons with whom he was brought in contaOt, and he i s  entitled to share w ith the medical authorities 
and engineers who designed and c o n s tr u c te d  t h e  camp the credit for the success o f the institution.

On the resignation of Mr. F. Whale, the Assistant Superintendent, in October, Dr. C. D- Wickrema- 
ain^e, the Port Surgeon, Talaimannar, was appointed as Second Assistant Quarantine Medical Officer, 
and Dr. J. P. SnbramaniaU was appointed Port Surgeon,. Talaimannar. Dr. W. Samarasinghe, the 
Assistant Quarantine Medical Officer, was succeeded by Dr. T. K. Jayaram in  November.

Mr. 8. E, Bancos, C.O.S., the Office Assistant to  the Principal Collector of Customs, who attended 
to Plague Committee papers, went on leave on October 27, 1917, and has received a Commission in  the 
Royal NaVal Aif Service. He was succeeded by Mr. R. O. de Saram.

Mr. R. M, S. Mudaliyar, the Fumigation Inspector, died on October l l ,  and was succeeded by 
Mr. Sheik Mogdeen on November 1,1917.

RtiSTEic?j;loits ON Passenger Tbaefio erom Iiíd ia . '
3. By an order of the Madras Government of March 30, 1917, third class passenger trafftc 

from India to Ceylon was restricted to those travelling w ith their fam ilies and to single men returning 
to previous employment in Ceylon. ThoTuticorin route was for a tim e absolutely closed to  third class 
passengers, while o th ers were re q u ir e d  t o  procure passports. The transit of estate labourers is still 
limited to the Mandapam route, but a Permit Issuing Officer has been appointed by Madras Go^ernmeiri;
at Tuticorin as well as at Mandapam', and third class passengers going to work in the Colombo harbour 
and steamer crews aró allowed to travel by either route. Owing to these restrictions the number of  ̂
passengers has been gjeatly reduced, and it has been necessary to reduce establishm ents and'discharge 
many men who had comparatively long service under this Government.

Mandapam Camp.
4. The ieductiOn in the numbers owin^ to  these regulations made the transfer o f the quaranttee 

camp from the temporaty to the permanent camp on May 1,1917, a matter of comparative ease.
Owing to the War it  was not thought desirable to  mark the occasion with ahy formality, 

particularly as the camp is in  some res;^cts still incomplete, hut it  is hoped that on the completion 
of the electric lighting installatioh an opportimity Will he given to as large a-proportion as possible of 
those interested to see the arrangements made fo i th e  ACcominodatioH a nd  comfort o f tíie  passengelS 
from the injected districts of South India.

ChalMers Granaries*
5. The granaries ate now almost complete, and provide sufficient accommodation for all the

principal impormrs! Owing to  financiAl reasons but little progress has been m ade in the building of 
similar warehouses for the merchants ^ow n as the retail dealers, who still occupy premises in. Fourth 
and Fifth Cross streetiS in the plague-infected area, of the Fetfca¿ Until th is ^ ou p  of Warehóuseshitrmted 

, on the site of the old Pettah railway station is complete, the dissemination of plague throughout the 
Island along the channels of the rice trade is a real danger. Rice .bags sent by these dealers by rail ate 
sunned under ths supervision of the Police, hht the control is hot infallible, and the method itself is nOt 
perfect. ,

9(1)18
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6. In 1917 cases o t  plague Were detected outside Oololnbd at the following places, in m ost of 
which the infection was traceable to Colombo :—*

t

■5 Koralawella, MorutuWa.* ■ f  Dhanushkpdi.
1 Na-srUlapitiya. 2 BerUwala.
1 Mattuinagala. 1 Maha Paiyagala.
1 Kliyandara. 1 Kalutara.

rest- 2 Katubedda, 1
1 Peradeniya road. 1

* Of these 5, 3 Were removed tc the Infectious Diseases Hospital, Ktoatta.

RurUnegala railway station. 
Mabima, Siyane kprale. 
Hinatiyangala, Kalutara, 
Gorakana, PanadUre. 
Pfinkenda, near Mahara 

house.
Dinagoda Beruwala. 
Molliyatnale, Beruwala.

7. As regards Colopibo itself, the Medical Office! of Health report»
Plagtie.—^Tliere was an improvement as regard the prevalence of thi» disease diiring the year, 207 Cases 

being recorded, a  ̂against,201 during 1916 ahd an average of 88], during the three years 1914-16. The total 
for 1917 includes 10 cases which, although infected in Colombo, had escaped frCm the town ah,d were 
detected elsewhere. That therednotiOninthe number of eases during 1917wasinno way dUetothe virulence 
of the infection having abated is indicated by the steady rise in the Case mortality. Thus, the total case 
mortality, which was 92' 8 per cent, in 1914, Ô2' S in 1915, and 93' 8 in 1916, rose to 94' 7 in 1917. Prom  
January to the middle of April the number of cases recorded Was eonsiderably above the average for the same 
period Of the three previous years, but froni then onWards there was à marked improvement, the numbers 
subsequently Recorded being much below the average. As hitherto, the largest number of cases occurred ' 
amongst ÿoimg- aîdults, maies being attacked much paore ftrequeptly thah females. The disease was, as usual, 
almost entirely confined to the occupants of insanitary tenements.

The principal centre of infection was, as hitherto, in the area which lies around the Town Hall, viz.. 
Sea street, WolfeUdahl, Fourth and Fifth Gross streets, &c. There were one or two subsidiary centres, e.g., 
Modéra, Nagalagam, Grandpass, Vincent strèet, Symonds read, and Java lane. Elsewhere the disease was 
distinctly sporadic in character. The better class and more sanitary paVts of the town entirely escaped 
infection.

, Out of a total of 23,382 rats examined bacteriologicàlly during the year, only 70 or 0- 3 per cent, were 
infected, by far tlje largest number being found in the FoUrtb and Fifth Gross street area. Which is the chief 
centre Of the petty trade in grain. The highest rates of infection amongst rats occurred during rthe months 
of February, March, and April, during which period the greatest number of human cases alsc^occurred.

It is of Special interest tovecord that three out of six catsexaminod wpr© found to be heavily infected.
The same preventive measures as hitherto were carried out, reliance being placed chiefly upon isolation  

of patients in hospital, segregation of cofitacts, evacuation and closure of insanitary tenements in infefcted 
localities pending thq carrying out of structural improvements by the owners, pesterining of'infectedr pnd 
adjacent houses, sulphur fumigation of rat tunnels, capture and poisoning of tats. Of these measured the m ost 
effeetive are évacuation and improvement of insanitary dwellings and fumigation Of rat tunnels.

The following are the chief statistical data for the four year»since plague appeared here ii—

Total cases 
Total deaths 
Septicæmic cases 
Bepticsàmic. deaths 
Bubonic cases 
Bubonic dealhs

* The cases for 1914 and W 5  each include one septiesSmio recovery, but th© diagnosis Was not in either case 
confirmed bacteriologicaliy and may have been erroneous.

1914. 1915, inifi. 1917. 1914. 1916, 1916, 1917.
413 . 139 . . 291 . 207 Total case morta­
3$1 . 128 . . 273 . 196 lity per cent. . .  92'2 . 92-8 . . 93-8 . . 94-7
247*. 81*. . 159 . 184 Septicfflmi« morta­
246 . . 80 . . 159 . 184 lity per cent. . .  99 'fi*. . 98-7*. 100 . lOO
106 . . 58 . . 132 . $3 Bubonic mortality
135 , . 48 . . 114 . 72 percent. .» $1“3 • . 82- 7 . 86-4 . . 86-7

Monthly Incidence of Oases,

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August

1914, 19l5. 1916. 1917. 1914. 1915, 1916. 1917.
4 . . 19 . . 17 . .  85 September . .  18 . .  21 25 . .  3

67 . 6 . . 18 . . 40 October . .  23 . .  24 ..  24 7
58 . 3 . . 18 . . 61 November . .  24 . .  10 ..  26 . .  10

4 28 .
29 .

$ . . 14 . . 34 00cei3aber . .  2ß . 24 ..  25 . . 6
3 . 11 . 11 --- ----

49 . 1 ■ 36 . 3 Total . .  4 l3 139 291 207
47 . 5 . 43 6

Monthly mean40 . 20 . 35 1 ..3 4 -4 U -5 24-2 17-2

Sm a l l p o x .

S. Five cases of smallpox were admitted to the Infectious d iseases Hospital, H anatta, during the 
yea! 1917 ; all these wCre imported, and theie Wef^MS local cases. L i the Northern Rrovinoe sm all­
pox prevailed continuously froih 1916 till the beginning pf Aprh, 1917.. Again it  occurred in several 
districts of the Northern Province about the latter part of August and prevailed till December. The total 
number treated for the year in the N oíthém  Province was 98. The infection Pf the second outbreak 
was also traced to India, and there were on© or two cases which occurred on native vessels. In  Februaty 
and March, 1917, three cases of smallpox Were reported from the following estates of the Province of 
Sabaragamuwa: Galatura estate, Mahawala estate, and Pussella estate. f

Cholera.
( </

9. No cholera cases have been reported from any of the outstations, nor have any cases been 
admitted to the Infectious Diseases Hospital, Colombo, for treatment. ' c

May 1, 1918.
F , BOWES,

Chairman, Plague Committee,
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APPENDIX.

I.-'REi'ORT OP THE PORT SURGEON, COLOMBO, FOR 1917.

r  liAVE the honour to submit the annual teport of the wOTk done by the Port Health Department 
for the year ended December _31,1917.

During the year 1,802 steamers aud 3S1 native sailing craft called at this port and were inspected, 
as compared yrith 2,458 and 317, respectively, of the previous year. The largest number was during 
the mpnth of January, viz., 205.

In granting pratique the precautions adopted since the outbreak of plague in Colombo in 1914 
are stiU adopted. There were eight vessels placed in strict quarantino during the year, against 17 in 
1916 and 26 in the year 1915. The details and ports of origin of the eight vessels referred to are as 
follows:—

Hong Hong 
Calcutta 
Bombay 
Singapore

SmallpaK-

1
1
3
1

Plague and, 
Suspected Plague. Spotted Fever.

Total

, Smallpox eases occurred on the following ships, viz., “ Dumbea,” “ City of Naples,” “ Shirala,” 
“ Ban Whatt Hin,” and “  NOvara.” The ss. Queda ” arrived here ori May 30, 1917, having landed 
a ca se  o f  sma,Upox at Txiiicoria. t i ^ r e v i o m  da,y. A ll preeautfoaary measures were adopted.

Flaffue.— T̂he ss. “U ity of Tprk ” from Calcutta developed a case of plague as she was about 
to leave this port. The parient was sent to the Infehrious Diseases Hospital, the ship disinfected, and 
allowed to proceed on her voyage.

ÇMlera.— cases of cholera occurred on any vessel caUing at this port during the year.
Spotted /«eer.— T̂he ss. “ Atlantique ” arrived at this port on October 22 last with cases of 

suspected cetebrO'Spinal meningitis on board, and Was placed in strict quarantine. One Japanese 
fireman died the seme day on board. "Rie body was brought ashore, disinfected, and buried w ith  aU

Scautions. Eleven sick Annamitès and one French sailor suspected of spotted fever were sent to the 
ectious Diseases Hospital. As a  precaution, it was decided to clear the ship, segregate the contacts, 

Snd thoroughly disinfect ths ship. 776 Annamites in charge of 9 French officers were therefore 
despatched by a special train to Ragama. Throat swabs of all these were made by the Bacteriologist, 
and 31 were found infected. They were sent t o  th e  Infectious Diseases Hospital. Of the passengers, 
officers, a n d  crew , w h o  w e r e  a ls o  b a o te r io lo g ic a ìly  examined on board, only one Arab fireman was found 
iofected and sent to tìiC Infectious Diseases Hospital. After thorough disinfection of the vessel and 
removal to hospital of all suspected cases, the vessel was allowed to work healthy in quarantine on October 
25,1917. The ss. “ AtlaptiquO ” left Colombo on October 30,1917, taking with her all those not infected. 
She returned to Colombo On January 3, 1918, and reported that no case of spotted fever developed 
on board during her voyage tO Marseilles and back.

Measles.—2% cases of pteasles were inspected on boe-rd ; ôf riiese, 21 were isolated on board, and 
7 sent to the, Infectious Diseases Hospital. The largest number of oases occurred on the transport 
“ Boorara ” from Sydney.

C M chenpod-—15 Cases of the disease occurred Cn vessels ; of these, 9 were well isolated on board, 
and 4 sent to the Infectious Diseases Hospital,

D ip h th eria .̂—One case of this disease occurred on Ward ri*e ss. “ Novara.*’ The patient was a 
lady for Boiphay ; she was sent to thè isolation ward of the General Hospital. ' Her cabin was 
thoroughly disinfected.

The following is a summaiy of the work done at the disinfecting and vaccinating station :—

Passengers 
Cargo coolies 
Coal cooliea 
Tally clerks

Total for 1917

25,878
63,032
29;824

5,160

413,884

Total for 1916. . .  110,738
Vaccination.— 2̂45 persons were vaccinated. ----------- -
Fumigation.—C&rgo lighters were fegulariy fumigated, and rat destruction has been system atically 

carried out during the year.
Statement of Rats caught during the Years 1916 and l9 l7  in the Customs Premises and 

. • Chalmers Granaries.
1916. 1917.

Customs premises 
Granaries ..

* • 6,538
2,019

5,827
2,024

) -y Total .. g,657 7,861

Total expenditure 
Cost ^ t » • •

Rs. 4,864-56 
67 cents a rat

. ,  Rs. 4,700- 94 

. .  60 cents a rat
Number of rats destro3’’ed by fumigation of 

boats
Total expenditure • •
C o s t . ,

1,752 
Rs. 910-25 
52 cents a rat

i,670
. .  Rs. 926 
. .  55 cents a rat
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W a fer  B o a ts .— T h e  tanks of these boats were periodically cleaneii, disinfected, and certificates 
issued by the Port Surgeon after ^

M e n ta l  U n so rm d n ess .— T vfo  casea of unsoundaess o f mind were allowed to  land and go to  the 
Lunatic Asylum under the usual guarantee of the ship’s agents.

B rea ch  o f  K e g id a tio n s .— T̂here Were a few prosecutions during the year for failure to  report; 
no case of false personation.

R e ve n u e .—1,256 bills of health were issued during the year, aUd the amount realized was 
Es. 7,318- 50. The ahaount realized frOiU the disinfection of soiled linuu Was Rs. 383• 70.

Im p ro vem en is .— A  new motor launch was built by the Harbour Engineer’«  Department and put 
to Use in August last, «

Q u a ra n tin e  J lv lk .— T h e  present One is old and leaky, and should be replaced by a new and 
modern one.

In addition to the ordinary, work of this port, nearly 400 artisans, motor boat drivers, and 
mechanics destined for Mesopotamia were examined by the Port Health Officers.

Port Surgeon’s Office, G. A. RODE,
Colombo, January ̂ 2, 1918. Port Surgeon.

A n n ex u r^ .
Arrivals of Steaipers, Sailing Ships, and N ative Craft, With Native Traders and Immigrant Coolies, 

in the Port of Colombo, from January 1 to December 31,1917.

1 1
i
1 - 1 a 1

1

1

»4
0

scu
0DO

AQoQ
04»
0

0

s
i

¡a
1
0
0
ft . ^

Steameia . .  
Native emit

206 191 188 166 119 120 120 l i t 116 161
«

164 156 1,802
29 32: .  31 29 26 13 20 21 21 31* 42 37 331

iprOders. 
Men , t 1,269 436 142 110 4 47 274 1,467 1,148 1,119

«

479

t

« 7,377
Women 41 83 48 7 17 12 12 48 76 48 26 418
Children ., 60 90 31 9 9 2 24 81 104 71 19 500
Infants , . 15 42 20 3 6 1 5 15 32 19 10 168

098 1,484 « 3 15 161 142 4 62 316 1,611 1,360 U 5 7 534 8,463

C o o U e a .  
Men . .  ' I 6 l 258 157 11 677
Women • . 64 83 67 • ---- -aj. ----- -1— ----- MM. 204
Children . > 83 40 26 1 1 — — — 96
Infants . . 23 36 16 — — — '  — - — — 75

201 417 266 13 . — — — — — 946

Vessels in striet 
quarantwe 1 1 4 _ , 2 8

Number of oases of small­
pox seht to hospital . .  

Number of oaSOs of ohioken- 
pox sent to hospital . .

«  1 _ 1 2 ■ 1 , 6

2 _ 2 r*» — - c . 4
Number of oases of ohioken- 

pox isolated on board. . *W 3 1 _  ' 2 3 __ . . . - 9
Number of oases of measles 

sent to hospital 1 .... _, -MS ■ - - .. — -  ' 6 7
Number of oases of measles 

isolated on board . .. 1 19 M M 1 __ _ i-1*- MM. 21
Number of oases of plague 

sent to hospital — 1 — — — — S 11 ■ — 1

Fee«. BS. 0. Ba. c. Rs, c. Rs. 0 . Rs. 0 . Rs. c. Bs. c. Bs. 0. Rs. c. Bs, 0 . Rsi c. Rs. c. Rs. c.
Dr. D. Sohokman 330 IS 162 75 49 874 — ' m m

63 0
—  ' —

42 6
'm— 643 3 7 4

Dr. G. A. Rode - 49 m 52 60 6 8  2 6 0 68 25 31 SO 63 0 6 3 .0 543 3 7 4
Dr. T .  de Kretser 166 374 81 3 7 4 49 874 26 25 34 1 2 4 21 0 34 1 2 4 31 50 15 75 31 60 21 0 31 '60 643 3 7 4
Dr. V. R. SOhokmau 166 87J 81 3 7 4 49 874 26 26 34 1 2 4 21 0 34 1 2 4 31 SO 15 75 31 50 21 0 31 60 643 3 7 4

l i .—REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT, MANDAPAM CAMP, FOR 101^
The total number of persons who passed through the camp C» ro u te  to Ceylon during the 

year was 93,148. Of these, 46,881 Were miscellaneous passengers and 46,267 estate labourers. The 
number in 1916 was 161,556, of whom 53,430 were miscellaneous passengers and 108,12fi estate labourers. 
There has been a considerable faUing off in the passenger and cooly traffic, due, in some measure, to  the 
restrictions imposed by the Government of Madras on emigration from India. A Permit Issuing Officer • 
appointed by the Indian Government was posted to Mandapam in April, and he works at .the camp daily 
issuing permits to aU third class passengers for Ceylon, while rejecting single male unskilled labourers 
who are emigrating for the first time unaccompanied by their families.

2. May 1, 1917, marked the opening of the permanent quarantine camp at Mandapam. The 
temporary camp, which served a useful purpose since its inception in March, 1914, has beeQ dem olished.
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' $. The new camp comprises two separate divisions;
) (a) E sta te  C oolies.—^There are twenty braidings ; each building is designed to accommodate 

150 coolies, and is complete in its own compound with latrine and water service. The buildings have 
half walls, the sides are open, and the eaves lowj as a protection from the sun.

(6) P assen g ers .—^There are eighteen buildhigs in three groups, for Hindus, Brahmins, and Muham- - 
madans, there being six sheds for each, or one for each day’s arrivals. Two buildings of six units each 
are provided for upper class passenggts,.the accommodation in each unit consisting of two rooms, verandah, 
kitchen, and bathroom, with the necessary fumiturcj so that passengers are able to have their meals 
cooked separately if they so desire.

“ 4. Offices a n d  S ta f f  Q v m te r s .— T̂hese comprise the Camp Superintendent’s office, the Quarantine 
Medical Officer’s office, together with arrival and departure sheds for the accommodation of passengers 
and coolies, and a registration office. Here also are the office of the Ceylon Labour Commission and 
the camp police station. The quarters of the staff comprise bungalows for the Camp Superintendent, 
Quarantine Medical Officer, Assistant Medical Officer, and Ceylon Labour Commission Assistant ; also 
quarters for the Superintendent’s staff of clerks and peons, the Ceylon Labour Commission staff, and the 
feeding contractors’ resident manager and staff, and quarters for the R<ffice Sub-Inspector and constables. 
Iihe Public Works Departmen]^, too, haVe an office, storerooms, and quarters for the Engineer and staff. 
A testhouse for officials on ckcnit wffi be provided. A railway station has been built on the main line 
of the South Indian Railway, at which the Boat Mail for Ceylon and the Cooly Express trains stop.

5. Waicr S v /p f lÿ .—^$he water Supjdy is obtained from wells, and is pumped up to a reservoir 
and distributed to the buildings by the usual water mains and house connections. The quantity available 
w ill be gallons per head for 6,000 persons When the whole system is completed. Some anxiety was 
fe lt shortly after the opening of thO new camp on the score of an inadequate water supply, but steps 
have been taken to  effect an improVeipent both as regards quality and quantity, and it is hoped that 
an ample s u p p ly  of g o o d  d r ip k in g  water will a lw a y s  b e  available m the future.

6. Sew age D isp o sâ t .—^A|vater-carriage system o f  sewage has beeh laid down. The crude sewage 
—fe-at present disposed of by pumping direct into the sea. Septic tanks with the usual detritus tanks

are beitig installed, to which the whde of the sewage will be pumped on completion.
7. > S a n i ta t im ,— T̂he general sanitary condition of the camp is excellent. There are two camp 

nverseers in charge of a sanitary staff, who attend to  the daily disinfection of the latrines, bathrooms, 
and buildings. An'incinerator has been provided, in wlpch the dry sweepings and rubbish are disposed of.

, y 8« ieediwgi.—Three Caste kitchens are provided, for Hindus, Brahmins, and Muhammadans, 
respectively, from which cooked food is-supplied to passengers and coolies. The feeding is in the hands 
of Messrs. Spencer & Co., and throughout the year the service has been m ost satisfactory. The steam 
cookers which aye in use in the Hindu kitchen have given excellent results.

9. L ig h tin g .-^ " ^ e o tiid  lighting is' to be pravijed throughout the camp. At present auto-lux 
incandescent lampC and torpedo lamps are in use, and have proved fairly satisfactory, but expensive.

10. S a in f a l l . - ~ P h e  t o t a l  rainfall for the year amounted to 2 0 ‘ 7 3  inches. November was the 
wettest month, with a fall of 8* 05 mches. The first quarter cff the year registered 5- 05 inches, the second 
quarter waS the driest, with a fall of only half an inch, the third quarter registered 3‘ 92 iuches, while 
IL' 26 inches of rain fell in the last three months o f the year. -

11. R ejected  Cases.v—34estate eoolies were rejected by Hie Medical Department, 17 being found 
to be suffering from leprosy and 17 being cholera convalescents. Ten passengers were rejected : 6 on 
account of l^roSy, 1 for smaEpox, and’3 for chickenpQx.

12. d ig im e i  a n d  R e fu s e d  Gases.->*-332 cases were dealt with during the year, as against 986 in 1916.

MfiDiCAL RBPORt.
13. B o s p ita ls .-^ T h e  general hospital eCntakts 20 beds, consisting of male ward 10 beds, female

ward 6 beds,® and two observation war^ of 2 beds each for males and fmnales, respectively. There is 
an isolation hospital of 10 beds for the treatment of infectious diseases, besides additional temporary 
buildings for cases of cholera and plague. There is a dispensary for the treatment pf out-patients. 
There a re  e ig h t s e g re g a tio n  Wards for the s e g r e g a tio n  of contacts. _

14. In fec tio u s p i s e a s e s : (a ) P la g u e .—One case Of buhonio plague occrared in the temporary
camp in an estate labourer from the Salem district. The left inguinal glands were affected, and the 
case proved fatal. ,

(h) C%olera.*i—There were 26 cases of cholera during the year, with 6 deaths. Twenty-two of these 
cases were among the coolies, 3 Were miscefianeous passengers, and 1 occurred in a scavenger of the 
temporary camp. Cholera was widely prevalent in South India during the latter part of the year. AH 
the cases in camp were imported Ones, and no case of secondary Hafection oeeurred within the camp.

(c) Su«»Wpoa:.'«r-Thxee eases occurred, 2 of Which Were estate eooliea and 1 aa Afghan passenger. 
They made a good recovery.

(d) Nine cases of chickenpOx, 13 cases of measles, and 3 cases of mumps occurred during the year, 
aU of which recovered under treatment.

15. General D is e a s e s .-^ T w e h e  cases of pneumonia, 2 cases of appendicitis, 1 case of enteric 
foyer, and a large number of cases of scabies Und other skin diseases and of conjunctivitis were under 
trOatmeDt during the year. 495 Cases of malarial fever were treated, with 2 deaths. The out-patient 
department was kept very busy, the number treated being 8,326, as compared with 5,291 in the 
previous year.

16. p fa tlfC .^ T Ih e  total number of deaths was 19, of which 12 were among the 46,267 estate 
■coolies who passed through the camp, or *025 per cent. There were 4 deaths among the third class 
passengers, 3 of wh,ich were due to cholera and 1 to malaria.

17. B i r t k s . - “T h e re  Were 17 births during the year, i  among the estate cooUes and 16 among 
the camp staff.

18. D is in fe c tio n .—^There are two high pressure steam disinfectors of th e “ improved Lyons ” 
type worked at a pressure of 30 lb. per square inch and vacuum of 22 inches mercury. The vacuum is 
broken several times, and superheated air from the “ clean room ” passed through. The whole operation
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takes about 15 minutes for each cradle of clothes. There are bathrooms and dressihg-rooms attached 
to the disinfecting station for males and females. AU coohes and passengers on arrival at camp undergo 
personal disinfection ahd disinfeotipn of bedding and wearing apparel. The camp apothecary/ who 
is responsible for the Supervision of this important section of the work, has carried out his duties in an 
efficient manner. ^

19, FaccimaiioM.—Fresh calf lymph is received three times a week from the Vaccine Institute 
at Colombo. 31,613 estate coolies and 20,993 passengers were vaccinated during the year, with very 
satisfactory results.

20, V is ito r s .—'The following visitors inspected the camp during the year:—
/ F rorn Geyilon.

The Chairman, Plague Committee.
The Principal Civil Medical Officer.
The Director of Public Works.
The Inspector-General of Police.
The Deputy Director, Public Works Department. 
The Chairmaa, Pkuntars’ Association.
The Senior Sanitary Officer.
The Government Agent, Northern Province.
The Assistant Government Agent, Mannar.
The Government A^ialyst.
J. B. Coles, Esq.
W, <3oena.be, Esq,

From India. e
The Bon. the SurgCon-General, Madras.
The Chief Sanitary Commissioner, Madras.
The Sanitary Engineer, Madras.
The Collector, Kamnad District.
The Ceylon Labour Commissioner. t
The Superintendent of Police, Bamnad District. 
The Sub-Collector, Bamnad.
The .Deputy Inspeetor-General of Police, Southern 

Bange.
The Managing Director of the “ Madras Times.” 
Ehan Bahadur A. T. Maricair, Member, Legislative 

Council, Madrae.
21. iStaJf.— ¡̂MCr. S . G. Cran, Superintendent, left ior Europe in September on leave. He has been 

granted a Commission in the Royal Field Artillery. Mr. F. Whale, Assistant Superintendent, resigUed» 
his appointment at the 0nd of September.

I  took up duties as Quarantine Medical Officer in April, and on the departure of Mr. Gran I took 
over charge as Acting Supermtendent, ■ , ^

Dm, 0. D. Wicloiemasinghe and T . K. Jayaram were appointed^Atsistaht Medical Officers, and 
assumed duties in October and November, respectively.

The camp staff discharged their duties throughout the year in the most satisfactory,m anner, 
the Head Clerk, in particular, assisting in the wofk ^ th  conspicuous ability and wDlinguess.

DONALD SGHOlOito,
Acting Superintendent and Quarantine M ediiah 

Officer, Mandapam Camp.

A n n e x v /re s .

Table li—Htatemeni of Estate Ooolies who passed through JHandapara Gamp during 1916 and 1917.

Month.
1916. 1917. Difference 

between 
1916 and- 

1917.Men. Women. Children. Infants. Total. M^. Women. Children. Infants. Total.

January 2,564 834 m ' 335 4,133 -1,779 641 285 252 2,957 — 1,176
February 2,947 1,080 619 467 6,113 2,187 • 870 413 326 3,796 ~  1,317
March 3,934 1,495 875 690 6,994 2,663 1,057 662 415 4,697 — 2,297
April 4,769 1,957 L183 919 8,818 2,243 1,097 578 457 4f376 — 4,443
May 7,859 3,233 2,150 1,398 14,640 2,638 1,442 743 386 5,209 — 9,431
June 7,866 3,302 2,189 1,494 14.851 2,577 1,431 766 580 6,344 — 9,607
July 7,439 3,055 2,948 1,396 13,938 2,263 1,213 586 496 4,558 — 9,380
August 5,996 2,318 1,342 968 10,624 1,917 1,075 678 457 4,027 — 6,697
September 5,806 2,286 1,805 911 10,308 1,825 1,015 502 401 3,?43 —  6,566
October 4,292 1,602 113 619 7,186 1,630 822 432 342 3,226 —  3,960
November 3,645 1,306 684 630 6,165 1,157 481 255 176 2,069 —  4,096
December 3,292 1,097 584 383 ' 5.356 1,222 589 327 228 2,266 —  3,090

Total . . 60,399 23,465 14,152 10,110 108,126 24,101 11,7.33 6*917 4,516 46,267 —  61,859

Table II.—Statement of Miscellaneous Fassengers who passed through Mandapam Camp
during 1916 and 19l7.̂

Month.
1916. 1917. Difference 

between 
1916 and 

1917.Men. Women. Children. Infants. Total. Men. Women. Children. Infants. Total.

January 2,259 246 179 46 2,730 3,48l 333 206 -  67 4,076 ”h 1,346
February 2,460 253 234 68 3,005 3,526 282 240 80 4,127 + 1,122
March 2,824 316 219 82 3,441 3,617 392 254 100 4,363 -H 922
April 3,274 345 3l2 86 4,017 3,571 365 273 71 4,270 253
May 4,309 473 424 111 5,317 3,242 300 194 59 3,795 1,522
June 4,414 476 395 125 6,410 2,209 296 147 71 2,722 — 2,688
July 4,134 441 361 92 6,018 2,680 269 U s 86 3,178 — 1,840
August 3,287 316 335 74 4,012 3,219 277 219 87 f 3f802 --- 210
September 4,420 404 434 106 6,364 4,083 382 280 110 4,855 — 600
October 3,991 351 290 92 4,724 4,124 318 217 80 4,739 16
.November 4,695 335 344 80 6,454 3,181 301 169 9̂2: 3,743 1,711
December 4,161 396 292 89 4,938 2,608 313 206 84 3,211 — 1,727

Total . . 44,228 4.352 3,809 1,041 53,430 39,540 3,817 ■ 2,647 977 46,881 — 6,549
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Table III.-^New and Old Routes : Comparison of Years 1915, 1916, and 1917.
Route. 1915. 1916. 1917.

Tutacorin 39,164 36,681 11,874
Mapdâpam Camp 137,073 161,656 93,148

Total . .  176,237 198,137 106,022

N 7

Table iV.-*-Now Route Figurée ; Immigrants and Emigrants compared.

Month. To Ceylon. From Ceylon.
Excess of 

Latter over

January 7,03$ 13,468 +
Former.

6,435
February 7,923 10,464 4* 2,'641
March • a • . 9,060 12,400 + 3,340
April e . . t 8,645 . .  10,221 '+ 1,576
May 9,004

8,066
8,425 — 579

June 7,286 — 780
July > 7,736 6,342 1,394
August a a 7*829 , 6,905 — 924
September 8,698 7,244 — 1,354 .
October 7,965 6,659 — 1,306
November 5^12 7,076 + 1,264
December ■5,477 7,382 + 1,905

Total 1917 . . 93,148 103,872* + 10,724

Total 1916 .. 161,556 133,557 — 27,999

* 103,872 Indiau CJustoms figures. 11)ifi$reiioe due to Indito authorities counting children as halves and onutting 
111",33S Ceylon CustoiUs figures,) infants altogether.

Table Vk^-rStatejnent of Claimed, Refused, apd Rejected Cases for the Year 1917.
Reieeted by Ceylon Labour 
Commissioner and PermitMonth.

January
Fe|)ruary
March
Ajaii
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Claimed and
Refused CoOlieS.

58.
27 
76 
39 
47 
IS

7
26 
12 
9 
6
8

Medical ^dcer. 
Çoohes.

2
1
$
4
1

15
1
2
32

Issuing Officer. 
Coolies.

4 . .  — *
13 . .  —*
16 ..  — *
60 ..  —♦
72 . .  —*
96. . .
58 . .  —*
47 . .  103
61 ..  142
68 ..  2 l f
92 . .  263
43 . .  136

Total . .  332 34 10 620 850

' Figures not available.

Table VI.—Returp shotting thU iHstriots from which CoolieS (who passed tlpough Mandapam Camp to
Ceylon) arrived duripg th^ Year 1917.

District.District.
Anantanur 
Arcot North 
Arcot South 
Bangalore 
Bellary . .  j 
Ohinglepet 
Ohittoor 
Cochin .. 
Coimbatore 
Cuddappah 
Ganjam 
Co da Very

Coolies. District, Coolies.
15 Guntur .. 139

1,790 Hyderabad 13
2,691 Éolar .. 2

20 Madras. . 147
. .  8 Madura,. . .  4,516
.. 1,256 Malabar 351

232 Mysore... 169
21 Nellore . . 116

894 Nilgiris. . 8
72 Padmanabhapuram 94

8 Pondicherry 10
lo Pudukottai . .  2,663

Quilon ...
Rainnad
Salem . .
South Cañara
Tanjore
Tinnevelly
Trichinopoly
Trivandrum
Vizagapatam

Total

Coolies.
17

4,80»
2,211

16
5,496
3,425

15,046
87
16

46,267
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Table Vll̂ .

Kstipiet.
Afghanistan
Agra. ..
Alnnedabad
AWednagar
Ajlnere . .
Allahabad
Anjengb
Atbot North
Arcot South
Assam
Baluchistan
Bangalof©
Baifoda...
Behar ..
Bellary , .  
BOnares 
Bengal . .  
BimUpatam 
Botnbay 
Bvirma . .  
Calcutta 
Cawnpor©
Cetotral J*rovinc©8
Chandrajt®goifO
Oh^glepet
Chittoor
Cochin
Coimbatot©
Cuddapj^ah
Deeean..
Delhi . .

OETIíON'̂  ADMINISTRATION, EEPOETS DOR 1917. tP̂ ^KT R

to Ceylon) amved during the Year 1917.
Number of 
Passengers.

1
12 

12 
2 
5 
1/ 

21 
96 

H 7  
18 

148 
352 

S  
2 
4 

11 
13

2,^80
30

1
18 
2 

52 
33 

832 
138 

i  
3 
7

District.

Devi&hlam
IXharwar
Federated Malay States
Oanjam
^ a
DodavOry 
^ im tar...
Ouzarat
^walibr
iffindustan
Howrah
Hyderabad
Jaipur
Jnbbuljiur
Haraehi
Karaikal
Hatch ..
Hathia'war 
Holar . .
Hottayam 
Hridma 
KurnoOl 
Bahore 
Madtira •.
Madras ...
IVfohi 
Malabar 
Mirzapur 
Mysore . .
Nagpur..
Nellore . .

Number of 
gets'.

■7 
1

563 
1 

31 
24 
4 2 
1 
e  
1 

52 
4 
4 

13 
2
4 

295
1

87 
6 
3 2

2.684
1.684

331
3,098 

1 
23 
1
5

_ District. Nuihber of

Nilgiris.;. .. 632
Northern Provinces .. 16.
‘North-Western Provinces 2
Orissa •• -• 6
Padmanabhapuram .. 358
Peshawar .. 3
Pondicherry .. c 177
Poonft .. .. 45.
Pudufcottai .. 436
Punjab.. • • » 34
Quilon .. .. 439
Haichur ,. t 2
HEtjajputana .. 4
Hamnad .. 10,674
Rangooh . . .  62
Salem . . .. 110
Secunderabad .. 33
Sinda .. .. 19
Sindh .. .. 2
Sittapur .. 1
South Oanara .. - 89
Surat .. .  .. 8
Tanj'pre .. 3,679
jfünnevelly ., 11,470
Trichihopoly .. 1,616-
Trivandrum ..' 572
Dnited Provinces .. 4
Vizagapatam , • • 2

Total .. 46,881

Table V III.—Statistics of Mandapanj G a,m p  Hospital for the Year 1917,

In-patieüts. Out-patients. Total 
Number of 
hi-andOut> 

patients.Disease.
Coolies. Passen*

gers, Staff. Total. CCcIies. gers. StaS. Total.

» •1o 1o
p I '

s
i

œ
Sg8o
P

raIDs
.3 '

i 1 I 8
8o

i
'So
p 1

1 ■g so
«0

1 -<0
p

œ
I6

io
p

Plague ..  
Chmera >.

1 1 t i

e

i 1
2 | 4 3 3 1 1 26 8 _ __ — ‘•fw —e — 26 8

Smallpox ..
«

— 1 —1 3 Tt?T —* — — — 3 —
DbiC^npCX *. 1 ^  ' 9 Hi-P —f . —, V.— —* * —1- — 9 —
Measles , . — 2 n— 13 — y-1- —!■ -t- 13 --»
Mutnps , • «i|tw 1 — 2 2 3 —
PeVCr, Enteric ■ f-hr ii - , 1 4-irr ’ . — —b ^__ 1
Malaria .. 47 » 16 1 3 1 66 2 208 17 206 —, 43o __ 496 2
Rheumatism
Bright’s Disease ,,

1 . . . 1 56 —, 6 •— 72 __ 134 _ 135 —
— . 1 __ 1 -eé- — — —, , __ 1

Dysentery Í6 1 1-4- ‘IT** 4 — 20 1 20 — 4 67 81 __ 101 1
Diarrhoea .. 8 — 3 2 1 13 1 46 7 67 120 — 133 1
Appendicitis — — 2 2 — •b-. —N J ; --- 2
Piieumonia .. 
Other Diseases of the

7 2 3 — 10 2 — 2' — 2 — 12 2
Respiratory System .. 13 _ 2 __ 15 279 — 31 — J 173 —ff’ 483 498 —

Syphilis 2 — — ' 2 30 1 —TT* 7 _* 38 40 ---
Gonorrhoea
Other Diseases of the

— 1 — 1 -IT 34 *—* 4 22 — 60 — 6̂1 —
Generative Sysifen .,  

Dise^es tlio Nervous
1 — — — — 1 — 18 —* 1 — 32 - - 48 49 —

Sj^tem 6 1 -f»- .— , _ 6 1 88 - -, 5  ̂ , 65 «ib 168 - 164 1Diseases of the Eye 14 — 1 1 - 16 612 24 r- ' 185 —i «21 837Diseases of the Ear 
Diseases of the Digestive

— 63 — 2 -— 43 9$ — 98
System 18 — 3 — 3 __ 24 __ 427 — ■ 31 456 —̂ ■ 914 _____ 938 —

Diseases of the Sidn .. 4 e— --- 1 — 6 1,748 — 24 • 293 _* 2,066 2,t70 —
General Debility . . 6 3 T— --- — —. 6 3 80 — — 26 - . 106 ___ T il 3
Wortns 18 1 48 - - 67 67
Guinea Worm 9 — T— — — 9 -- - 18 — --- —, - 18 27 i,_
Injuries 3 — — --- 9 — 12 -- - 164 — 21 2l7 - 4oa 414 4,-.
Dicers . .  ■ 13 -- - — — 13 — 872 -- - 53 635 __ 1,46» 1,473 b—
Abscesses and Boils, &c. 7 — — — 7 --- 263 — 13 -TT- 212 --- 488 __ 495 b—
Partus 1 — —► — — ,—. 1 — — — — 7 _ - 7 - 8 -1—
AU other General Diseases — — 2 — — — 2 — 256 — 32 36 — 324 — 326

Total . . 220 12 36 4 29 3 285 19 5,287 — 277 2762 — 8,326 — 8,611 19
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Tabk IX.—Return of Cholera among Estate labourers .and Fass^geradunng^ IQI?.

N 9

) Date'Of Date of Date o f
No. Name of Patient. Name of Estate. District. Admission. Recovery. Death.

1917. . 1917. 1917.
1 . . Kristan PaHekeUe group .. Dupabara (Kandy) . .  Aaig. 12 . . Aug. 21 . . —
2 . . Alagiri Sirinidula Elalutara do. do. —
3 . . RanladU Nivitigala Ratntq>ura . ,  do. do. —
4 . . Chetichyikdu do. do. do. do. —
6 . . Ramadu do. do. do. do. —
6 . . Ran^samy Pallekelle group .. DUmbara do. do. —
7 . . Rainasamy Glenlyon Agrapatana . .  do. do. —
8 . . JRangusamy . Qulanegoda Kedutara . .  Aug. 14 . . do. __

. 9 . . Chinniah do. do. do. do. __
10 . Kamatial . do. do. . .  do. do. —
n . Perumal do. do. do. do. — ■
12 . Kadirvel . Ratbawa Kegalla . .  Aug. 15 . . Aug. 24 . . —
13 . .  Periakarupen . itellapitiya Ratnapura .. Aug. 17 , . do. —
14 . .  0 . Karupen . Adsmi’s Peak M a^eliya . .  do. . . do. —
15 . .  Maruden ..  Wariagalla Nilamhe (Pussellawa).. do. do. —
16 . .  Chellamal . Theberton Anibegamuwa ..  Aug. 19 . . — Aug. 20
17 . .  Abdul Hamid . (Passenger) Mannar . .  Oot. 19 . . — Oct. 20
18 . Palaniyandy . Candrihgham Agrapatana ..  Nov. 3 . . — Nov. 3
19 . Mohamed Abdul Cader (Passenger) Colombo . .  do. — . ; do.
20 . Sandanam . St. ReUers Lower Dikoya .. Nov. 5 . . Nov. 13 .. —
21 . Thdmas . Greenwood Kotmale . .  Nov. 18 . . — Nov. 18
22 . Abdnl Raciman . (Passenger) TT Colombo do. — do.
23 , Kandan . Karandana Kelani Valley . .  Dec. 1 . . Dec. 10 . . —
24°

)
. KaTupaya . Ganapala . T do. . .  Dec. 8 . ■ — Dec. 9

• 1918.

25 . Kuppdsamy . Rogart Kalutara . .  Dec. 24 . Jan. 7 .. —

Return of Smallpox for 1917.

No. Name of patient. Name Of Estate. District. Date of Admission. Date of Recovery.

1 . Kanden ..  RoscJfea ..  Dikoya . Mar. 2, 1 9 1 7 . .  Mar. 27, 1917
2 . Suppan . .  Pita Ratmalie ^. .  Haputale . Nov. 20, 1917 .. Dec. 18, 1917
3 . Athon Mohamed (Afghan) (Passenger) . Slave Island. . Nov. 20,1017 .. Deo. 6, 1917

Return of Plagile f0r 1917. 

Name of Pati^t, Nam© of !̂ std>te.
Muthusamy .. Spring Valley 6th Division ..  Badnlla

Date of Â dnû^on.

, ÎÆ .̂ 1 5 ,19IÏ .
Data of Death. 

Mar. 18, 1917

Table X,--Vacoinatioli of Miscellaneous Passengers a t IMandapam Camp during the Year 1917.

Month. Number.
Vaccinated,

Number
Exempted.

Number 
Successful 

(in Camp).
Month. Number

Vaccinated.
iimnber

i«cen )̂ted,.

January .'. 1,693 .. 2,460 760 September 2,190 . 2,509
February 1,867 .. 2,364 474 October 2,499 . 2,017
March 1 1,826 . 2,271 658 November 2,048 . 1,444
April 2,289 , 1,986 608 December 1,606 . 1,436
May 1,557 . 1,241 497
June .. , 3 1 6  .. 1,066 469 Total . 20,993 22,142
July .. 1,384 . 1,159 552
August .. 1,719 .. 2,189 711

P ercen ta g e  to  to ta l su ccessfu l v a c c in a tio n , 3 9 ‘ 75.

Number 
Successful 
(in Camp).

986
953
686
610

7,964

9 (i)18
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• I1I.—RÉPORT ON THE TATAPARAI IMMIGRATION AND QUARANTINE
d e p o t  f o b  1911.

On March. 30, 1917, the Madras Government issued an order prohibiting the emigration from 
Tuticorin from April 1 of all estate labourers, Colombo coolies, and of all ordinary third class passengers. 
Such people were forced to go via Dhanushkodi. This order was modified a few months later by the 
reopening of the port to third class passengers. Even now no coolies are allowed to  go by this route, an 
exception, however, having been maâe in the case of coolies employed in connection with the Colombo 
harboar. In the case of the ordinary third class passengers, the Inspector of Customs, Tuticorin, was 
appointed Permit Issuing OflScer. Since the appointment of this officer there has been an increase in the 
number of people passing through the camp. During the months of April, May, June, and July the 
number-had gone down. .Thticorin is the most convenient route for the people of TinneveUy and 
Travanpore, and for those living south of Madura.

Qhanges w  the Staff.—I t  is with great re^ e t t ] ^ t  I  have to record the death of Mr. S3nnonds 
Yesudian, who was the Depot Overseer from inception of the camp under Dr. BaWa. Rêvions 
Superintendents had a, high opinion of him. B!e worked under me for only about nine months, and I  
must express my appreciation of his services. I t  -was decided to abolish the post temporarily. Consequent 
on the restrictions imposed by the Madras Government on emigration, it was decided to reduce the staff,

: and the services of Mr. JesudosS, tire Apothecary, and the Çlerks, Messrs. Thangaya and Sabhapathy, 
were dispensed With. The Mead Clerk, Mr. Ephraim, in addition to  his work, has been looking after the 
overseer’s duties, and Mr. Doraiyappah- tl).e Registration Clerk* Who Was formerly the dispenser, after the 
apothecary’s. I  am iudebted to both of them for the satisfactory way in which they have been attending 
to the extra work. In connection with the reduction of the staff, the services of three peons, one water 
oaft driver, one gatekeeper, two gardeners, four seavêngers* two sweepers, one female attendant, one 
segregation patrol, and one night watchman were dispensed with. This has effected a saving annually of 
Rs. 2,650'80 in the salaries alone. ■

'  Immigration.—'Pie total number of people who passed through the camp in 1917 was 11,874 ; of 
these, 10,9S6'Were miscellaneous passengers and petty traders, 948 estate labourers. The figures fox 1916 
wefe 36,581, of tvhom 28,253 were ordinary passei^ers and 8,328 estate labourers. This great faUiug off 
in the number has been due to the restriction imposed by the Indian Government and closing of Tuticorin 
port tor over four ipouths, Since April 1,1917, no estate labourers have been passing this way.

> Æxpenâîture.^The total expenditure in connection vrith the working of the camp for 1917 was 
■ Rs, 17,216’74, as compared with Rs. 19,221'94 of 1916. There was thus the saving iff Rs.‘2,005'20.

BtiilMngs.—The buildings wCre all maintained in. a  good state of repair*
Water Snpptyl—Th.e South Indian Railway used to  supply the camp with a  tank of water from 

Maniyatchi a t a monthly cost of about Rs. 120. This was stopped on April 1, and the drinking wa-ter 
wat obtained from a Well situated at PuthiamputhUr, in the S. P. G. Mission compound, which is under 
the personal charge of the Missionary. A small fee is  paid to the Mission.

Pood.^The feeding was carried On as in previous years. Raw and cooked provisions are inspected 
by me every day. There have been no complaints. A  Sivite and a Muhammadan kitchen were 
maintained for caste Hindus and Muhammadans.

Visitor»^-^Mv. Gawne, I.O.S., Subdivisional Officer a t Tuticorin, paid a surprise visit on October 
28, 1917; a'copy of bis report is annexed :—“ Visited the camp to-day when checking the issue of 
passports by the Customs Officer, Tuticorifi. Everything is in good order ; food appears excellent.”

Mepical RE:toiHP 0‘p  the Tatapaîiai Ĉamp.
The health and the sanitary conditions of the camp continued to he very satisfactory. No cases 

of cholera or smallpox occurred during the course of the year, though cholera had been raging in the 
TinnevelJy district during the last two months of the year. No eases of chickenpox* measles, or mumps 
were reported.

Vaccimtion.-^Aff the ordinary passengers passing through the camp are vaccinated, the only 
exceptions being made in the ease of those with well-marked soars of vaccination or pitting of smallpox. 
Fresh calf lymph is obtained regularly from the VacOine Establishment a t Colombo. The total numbeta 
vaccinated during the year was 8,580.

Disinfection.—■Bisinieotioii of the clothing and personal effects of passengers continued to  be 
carried out by a Manlove-Alliott high pressure disinfector. I t  has worked very satisfactorily. This 
machinery is inspected once a year by the Madras Government Boiler Inspector and a certificate granted. 
A fee of Bs. 15 is paid for every examination, ,

Rainfall.— T̂he total rainfall for the year was 33 • 74 inches, as compared With 12*46 inches in 1916.
Mr. S. D. Jesudoss, the Apothecary, continued to be in sub-medical charge^of the camp till June 30," 

when, owing to the reduction, Ms services Were dispensed -with. Since then the work has been attended 
tn  by Mr. Doraiyappah, the Registration Clerk, Who was formerly the dispenser.

QuakantinE Woek a t  Tutiooein.
The port was dosed from December 6 tO the close of the year owing to an outbreak of cholera in 

Tuticorin.^ 22 casps and 13 deaths Were officially reported. Smallpox continued to  he reported by the 
Municipality all through the year ; the numbers were 140 cases, with 14 deaths.

Passengers were only allowed to travel on board, after vaccination, exception being made in the 
case of those who were able to give satisfactory proof of vaccination within the last three years. The 
Port Health Officer, Dr, Thomas, very kindly undertook to have the effects and luggage of the passengers 
disinfected a t the Madras Government Disirdecting Station a t  Tutieorin.

Steamer Crews.—148 lascars from Bombay and Calcutta were passed under special instruction to 
join their Steamer in Colombo. The number in 1916 was 1,823.
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Aim&mresi '

Cause of Rejeotionr.

Debility and unfit for estate work
An®mia
Insanity
Leptosy

Estate
Labourers,

3
2 . 
1

Totftl

Ordinary

[Part I.
Jt

Classification of other than Estate Labourers passed through the Port of Tuticorin
during the Year 1917,

Period. Men. Women. Children. Infants. Total.
January 1,484 .. 97 .. 116 . . . 37 1,734
February 1,012 .. 6 6  .. * 84 .. 32 •  ̂ 1,194
Mar<* 505 .. 50  . . "3$ .. 2 2  . 610
Aprs
m r

378 .. 
3 1 ^  ..

2 6  .. 
1 6  . .

16 ..
i i

9  . 
10 .

4 2 6
3 5 5

June 2 9  .. . 2 »
iuly 144 .. 12 .. 4 .. 1 . 161
August 508 .. 24  i. 2 6  .. 11 . 569
September 1,732 .. 77 .. 116 •• 30 . 1,955
October 1,402 .. 107 .. U 9  .. 38 . 1,666
November 1,440  .. 67 .. 69 .. 31 . 1,627^
December 529 .. 33 .. ¿8 .. 12 . 597

Total 9,475 575 648 233 10,926

i>istript,
•Tinuevelly -

- Ranltiad ..
MadUra .. 
Tiichinopoly 
Tanjpre .. 
South Ai<^t 
Noath Ajfopt 
Coiiftbatore

Rstiltn showing Districts from which other than JJstatS Labourers arrive en route t< 
Ceylon via Tuticorin during the Tear 1917.

District.
. .  9,831

District.
Travancore , ,  567

192 Malabar .. 38
25 Cochin 2
16 Madras . 1 7
27 Main . . .  4

2 Ooa 1
3 Bombay .. 46 -
5 Calcutta ., . .  116

Pondicherry
Punjab
Singapore

Total

t

1
14

1

10,926

Classification of Estate Coohes' passed through 'Tataparai Camp during the Yeacr 1917
(up to March 81, l9l7). ‘

Period,
January
February
March
April

Total

Hen.
221
190
156

11

578

Wonlen.
77
70
58 .

205

Chfidten. 
26 . .  
87 . .
26 ..

1 ..

90

Infants. 
2 5  .
34  .
16 .

75

Total number of coolies passed dtirihg the year 1916, 8,326.

Total,
349
331
256

12

948

Cooly Statistics for the Year 1917 arranged apCording to the Distriol.
District, 

Tinnevelly 
Ramnad . . 
Madura ^. 
TricMnopoly 
Tanjore 
Travancore 
North Arcot

District. * , i
518 South Arcot
128 Chinglepet

36 Coimbatore
111 Cochin

4
133 •

5 C
Total

4
4
2
3

9 4 8

K. EAPEN,
Assistant Superintendent of Immigration, Tuticoria.
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GOYEENMENT FEINTING OFFICE.

REPORT OP THE GOVERNMI®iT PRINTER POR 1917.

Th e  total expenditore on tke OoTemmeiiit PlìntiiiLgOf5o€ì.duriQg 1917 asaouAted to Ra. 340̂ ,542:, 
OOmpared with Rs. 276,839 expanded during 1916, as follows

1916.
Rs.

HEADa oX SbbvxOb. 1917.
Bs.

76,979 Personal Emoluments 85,246
190,127 Othtef Charges . .  4. 242,095

9,783 . .  Material for manufacturiug Stamped Stationery . . 13,201

Rs. 276,989 Ks, 340,542

A departmental classification gives the following figures : 
1916.
Bs. 

244,122 
14,934 
.16,198 

1,635

fes. 276,889

Book and Job Printing 
Stamp Printing, &e. 
Binding
Plant and Material

1917.
Bs.

301,136
19,251
19,580

575

Es* 340,542

1 —BOOK AND JOB PRINTING.
Of the 1917 oxpenditnre; the Bookwork Department Oost Rs. 135,106an<J the Jobwork Department

3 ß  n O A  fr\r* + T i ä  e i't’. « t r ô n i i a  « a  ___

1916. 1917.

Bookwoek. Jobwork. Total. B ookwork; JopWOEK. Total,

Es, Es, Its« Work OUABaBt. Es. Es. Es.
10,200 > 5,476 16,676 . .  Superintendence 13,840 7,903 21,743
34,170 7,653 41,823 . .  Composing Braneh 35,99$ 6,722 42,721
17,656 1,613 19,268 , .  Monot3?pe Branch 17,348 2,156 ' 19,504 

13,9938,913 4,893 13,806 . ,  Eeading and EeviSing * • 8,941
8,697

6,052
8,779 19,192 27,971' . ,  Printing Branch 21,349 30,940
1,019 O 4,800 6,819 . .  Warehouse Branch 1,438 4,579 6,017
— 2,233 2,233 . .  Stereotyping, &c, — 3,594 3,594
2,133 2,133 . .  Engtaving 2,422 --- . 2,422

— 789 789 . ,  Eupng . , — 866 866
4,782 2,813 7,596 . .  Clerical Staff - 4,4l3 3,454 7,867

956 • 761 1*717 . Casual Expenses 1,319 1,250 2,568
3,825 2,157 6,982 .. Leave 3,954 2,247 6,201

92,432 52*380 144,812 . .  Total Work Charges ‘98,370 59,166 1&7,530?̂
23,631 75,679 99,310 ., Cost of Paper , . 36,736 106,864 143,600

116,063 128,059 244,122 . .  Total, including Paper .. 135,106 166,030 3^1,136

T^E Bookwoes DefäetmBBt.
During 1917 a total of 24,783 pages of bookwork of difierent sizes Were printed, as compared 

with 25,916 in 19l6. Converted to a comUxon size of foolscap folio, the comparison is : for 1916, 
20,694 pages; for 1917, 20,013 p&ges, a decrease of 681 foolscap folio pages for the year.

Of the Gazette, 73 numbers, coUiprising 10,148 pages, were issued, equivalent to 195 pages per 
week, thé number of copies struck off.ranging from 678 tO 922 per issue. The sales realized Rs. 5,268, 
and the advertisements Rs. 18,154.

.Of The New Law Reports,” 376 pages were printed, Rs. 3,206 being realized by sales to 117 
subscribers, &*?. '

The Post Office Guide fpr 1917 (260 pages) was published on April 24, and the Civil List 
(356 pages) on Felqruary 2̂  1917.

È ie  Blue Book for 1916 (1,082 pages) was published on July 13, 1917.
The volume of Administration Reports for 19l6 (610 pages) was issued on September 25, 1917.
Of school books, 202,776 readers, &c., varying in size from 16 to 220 pages and in price from 

5 cents to 60 cents per copy, were printed and bound.
9(1)18 . ^
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For the Land Settlement Department 638 pages of final settlement reports were dealt with, and 
j  52^ preliminary and final notifications prepared and published in  the Cfazett ,̂ for which 2,420 maps 
ŷer® engraved on metal, *

The following statement shows the work of tlie ISookwork Branch for 1916 and 1917 :—

■ .
1916 ..  25,916 20,604 ..  61,826 •. 116,063
1917 . .  24,783 ..  20,01? . .  63,347 . .  135,106

During the past year 387 examination papOrS were confidentially dealt with, ^the njimper of 
oopiOs struck off ranging from 25 to 426 per paper.

T he JoBBmn 1>J!Pab.tment.
‘ During 1917 the Utimber of printed forms despatehed amoimted to 55,300,300, against 53,169,150 
in 1916.

In  line-ruling nearly 6 mjUion forms, involving 8J million rulings, were dealt w ith ; while the 
perforations made (5 or 6 sheets being treated a t each perforation) totalled 4 |  million.

Letter paper, envelopes, and cards to the number of 130,420 were embossed in colours with the 
royal arms, &c.

During the year 80 new printed forms were added to the standard files, 110 old forms were 
aniojififfi, 16 forms tvere cancelled. The number of authorized forms noiv in use is about 5,460; 
the majority of them have boen stereotyped, only a fen  ̂are kept “ standing in type.”

The following is a  Stunmary of the work of the Jobbing Branch for the past two years : ^
19l6i

53,169,160 
Rs. 62,380 
Es. '^6,679

Number of printed forms issued 
Printing charges '  . .
Cost of paper

1917.
65,300,300 

R s .  69,166 
Rs." 106,864

Rs. 128,069 Total cost of printed forms ,. Rs. 166,030.^

Rs. 2"40 
5,501,660 
8,037,770 
4,003,720 

121,590

Cost of printed forms per 1,000 
Number of foïms ruled.
Number of rulings involved 
Number of perforations made 
Number of fOrntS embossed in colours

Rs. 3 
5,823)440 
8,349,000 
4,248,330 c 

130,420

i C

f

The following table,giving the number of "impressions ” taken a t thé power letterpress printing 
machines and at the hand presses during the past three years, shows the volume of work dealt with 
in the Machine and Press Department ;— ' ' • * •

Year.
Number o t

Average
Im pressions

Average Im pressions taken P a ily . Aggregate Number of Impressions^ 
taken  during the Year.

“ Form es ”  
made ready.

taken of 
each Forme. A t

Machines.
A t

Presses. Total. A t
M achines,

" A t 
Presses. T o ta l.

1915
1916
1917

2 2 ,760
2 3 ,2 6 0
2 4 ,160

1 ,1 3 0  
1,14<1 i 
1,20©

84,790
86,820
88,220

a.i20
3*410
8,530

8 7 ,9 1 0
0 0 ,2 3 0
91 ,750

2 4 ,9 2 7 ,4 6 0
,2 5 ,6 2 4 ,1 3 0

2 6 ,0 2 6 ,6 9 0

9 1 9 ,0 5 0
1,002,630
1 ,04 1 ,2 2 0

2 5 ,8 4 6 ,5 1 0
2 6 ,5 2 6 ,7 6 0
2 7 ,0 6 6 ,9 1 0

The outturn and cost of Jobwork during the past three years are thtis snamiarized :—

Year.
Printed  Form s 

issued.

Cost of 
Paper alone. 

Rs.
JTotal CosB. 

R s.’
1915 . . 6 4 ,5 6 3 ,7 0 0 . 6 3 ,1 5 4  . 120 ,184
1916 . . 6 3 ,1 6 9 ,1 5 0 75,679 128 ,059
1917 . . 6 6 ,3 0 0 ,3 0 0 , 106,864 '  16 6 ,0 3 0

I I .—THE MDNOTYFE b r a n c h .
During 1917 the Monotype machines worked well, few repairs or replacements being necessary, 

the whole of the new bookwork dealt with havmg been set and cast in this Braneh.
Of the 24,783 pages printed m 1917, 7,580 foolscap folio pages of entirely new matter, weighing 

37 tons, were cast at the Monotype machines, a t a  cost for supervision. Wages of operators and 
casters, correcting the proofs, loss in melting and re-melting the metal, oU, fuel, power, &o., of 
Rs. 17,348. Adding Rs. 2,156, the cost of casting typ© for correetmg the 7,580 pages, the total outlay 
works out at Rs. 2'67 per foolscap folio page of 10-poiUt type, as compared with Rs. 2*16, which would 
be the amount paid to a piecework compositor for composing and eorreoting a  similar-sized page in the 
same tjrpe by hand. » ,

In  addition to the 7,580 pages turned out by the ten Monotype Casting machines, they 
produced nearly 4-| tons of loose bookwork and display type for setting by hand in  the Jobbing Branch 
and for correcting purposes.

The following is a summary of the work done in the Monotype Braffclj during the past three 
years:—

No. of Bns cast. T otal W eight in  Ib.Year.
1918
1916
1917

64 ,209 ,120
57,344 ,880
55,935.310

86,806
98,084
82,608

. Tot̂ al ppst.: 
B§,

■ ï4,f89:-~' 
1 9 ,2 6 8  ' 
1 9 ,6 0 4
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III .^ T H E  STAMP-PRINTEirG BRANCH.
.Stamped stationery to the face value of Rs. 173,,789 was manufactured and supplied to the 

Commissioner of Stamps during the year, as follows :— '
Number Bearing a Produced at Eate per
supplied. Face Value of a Cost of 1,000.

Es. _ 0 . Es. 0 . Es. 0 .
2-eent Local Post Cards 3,378,150 . .  67,563 0 - 7,580 93 . 2 28
5-eeiit Letter Cards ., 21,910 . .  1,095 50 . 123 2 . 5 61
2-cent Commercial Envelopes 109,875 . .  2,197 50 . 490 71 . 4 47
5-cent Commercial Envelopes 524,030 . .  26,201 50 . 2,601 10 . 4 96
5*cent cheap Envelopes 198,650 .. 9,932 50 . 632 30 . 3 18
5*cent square Envelopes 7. 274,605 . .  13,730 25 . 2,393 69 . 8 72
5-cent foolscap Envelopes 43,650 .. 2,192 50 . 700 74 . 15. 9®
6-cent Foreign Envelopes 24,940 . .  1,496 40 . 222 21 . 8 91

 ̂ 2ment Printed Matter Wrappers . . 1,398,550 . .  27,971 0 . 3,828 97 . 2 74
Do. for “ Times of Ceylon’ 640,450 . .  12,809 0 153 90* . 0 24*

5-cent Printed’Matter Wrappers . 70,000 . .  3,600 0 239 1 . . 3 41
6-oent Trinted Matter Wrapper? . 85,000 ,. 5,100 0 284 8 . . 3 34

,  Total • 6,770,010 173,780 15 1^,250' 66

* T h is  is exclusive of the cost Of the paper, which was Supplied h y  t i e  proprietors o f th e  “ Tim es of Ceylon.”

The following statement gives the total numli)er of stamped post cards, letter cards, envelopes, 
Snd wrappers manufactured by this Department for the Commissioner of Stamps during the past three 
years, with their face value and actual cost to the Cojony .w

Year.

ISIS

111?

P ost Cards, &e., 
manufactured.

«,643,OSS 
7,241,625 
6,770,010

Paée Value. 
Es.

150,175
181,003
173,78S

Total Cost. 
Es. 

ft,220 
14,934 
19,251

’ ‘ IV.--THE PINDURY.
The book-binding is ahnost whoEy dOne by jprison labour. The work was prepared for'them , 

and they were supervised by the Free StaS, but except where skilled labour was required in fiipshing 
olff, &o.., the whole of the output of the Bindery for J917 must be placed to  the <jre^t Of the CtouYiot 
Establishment.

1916.
36,290 

' '44,270 
295,450 

41,490 
81,000 
16,800 

' 332,500 
9,741,410

Books bound in leather or cloth • - 
Books boiHxd in stiff covers 
Books wire-stitehed and bound in paper covers 
Blocks of forms mounted 
Envelopes made 
Printed forms .cloth-lined 
Other miscellaneous binding Work 
Impressions at consecutive numbering machines

1917.
44,900
33,610

331,360
70,110

167,940
19,100

461,950
11,693,420

The following tabulated statement shows the Work of the Bindery during the past three years:—
Year. Bopks Books Consecutive Other

bound. wire-stitohed* numberings. Work,
1915 72,590 336,590 8,821,730 483,460
1016 80,660 205,450 9,741,410 471,790
1917' 78,510 331,360 11,693,420 719,100

V.—THE FOUNDRY.
The total outlay on the Foundry was Bs. 3,594, SmaE as the expenditure is on this Branch, it 

continues to be one of the most useful departments of the Office, without the aid of which i t ‘"would 
not be possible, except with a very much larger annuaUespenditure on materials and wages than is 
now necessary, to grapple withyhe work which passes through the Jobbing Department.

Stereotyping.— T̂he plateg oast weighed 7,216 lb., their cost, including metal, working out a t 33oents 
perpound.^ . . ‘

Leads and'Metal FumiHre.— T̂he outturn in 1917 amounted to 2,340 lb., the cost, aEowing for 
wastage of metal, being 42> cents per pound.

Thè foEowing table summarizes the work produced in the Foundry during the past three years :—

Year.
Total

■Foundry
Stereotyping. 

Weight of Coat per lb.
Leads and Metal Fumitu: 

Weight Cost per lb.
0 ' 0 Expenditure. Plates cast. for Labour. cast. for Labour.

* Es. lb. Gents. lb. Cents.
19Í5^ " 2,299 . 0,946 . . 6-57 . 3,920 12*05
ÍSÍ&- 2,233 . 7,456 .. 10*58 . 3,417 10*66

.. 3,594 . . 7,216 . . 9*a7 . 2,340 . .  18*96

EngravingJ—in  addition to the usual misceEaneous work, 2,420 maps were engraved, a t n cost 
of Es. 2,422, for Elustrating the Land Settlement Department notices pubhahed in the Gazette.
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VI.—PLANT AND MACHINERY.*
The expenditure on Plant and Machinery amounted to Rs. 575 only, 

for a small fount of Sinhalese type.
Of this snm, Rs. 279. was

VIL—CASH RECOVERIES.
The contributions to revenue, including the sales of forms and books a t the Government Record 

Office and by the Government Agents, &o., were as follows :— ^
Rs.

Subscriptions to and sales of the Gazette . .  . .  . . .  5,268
Advertisements in the ffageiie . .  . .  . .  . . 1 8 , 1 5 4
Subscriptions to and sales of the New Law Reports . .  .. 3,206
Sales of the Supreme Court Circular . .  . .  .. 6 t
Sales of unserviceable articles, &c. . .  . .  .. 32
Fines for absence without leave . .  . .  . .  . .  65
Sales of books at the Record Office, supplied by the Government Printer . .  5,312
Sales of forms and books by the Government Agents, supplied by the Government

Printer ... . .  . .  . .  . .  4,584
Sales of books by the Railway Department, supplied by the Government Printer.. 1,131
Sales of books in Post Offices, supplied by the Government Printer . .  2,233
Sales of books in the Colombo Museum, supplied by the Govemmeht Printer . .  218
Sales of books by the Department of Agriculture, supplied by the Government 

Printer . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  607
Sales of books by the Excise Department, supplied by the Government Printer . .  382
Sales of school books by Messrs. W. E. Bastian & Co. and Mr. J. D, Fernando, 

supplied by the Government Printer . .  . .  . .  19,472
Receipts from Municipalities, Local Boards, &c., for work executed by the Govern-.

ment Printer . .  . .  . . .  . .  . .  18,198

Rs. 1 k 8^8

VIII.—MISCELLANEOUS.
The number of men and boys on the roll of the Office on December 31,1917, was 294. In  addition, 

a daily average of 246 prisoners from Welikada Jail were employed throughout the year. The prisoners 
work hours per day on five days of the week and 4J hours on Saturday. During 1917 they made 8 | 
million red and blue rulings on printed forms; they  perforated, consecutively numbered, and afterwards ■ 
checked the numberings of 3 million receipts, licenses, &c., in foil and counterfoil; they completely 
bound 78,510 books of all sizes; stitched and then paper-covered 331,360 school and other books; 
made 167,940 brown-paper envelopes; and handled nearly three-quarters of a million other items of work. 
They were employed in folding sheets of bookwork, sewing, pasting, punching, and eyeletting. They 
attended to the whole of the receiving and despatching of the Office ; unloaded, the carts and stacked 
•the blank paper, &c.; took over the printed forms and books as they were completed, checked and 
counted them, made them into parcels according to indents, addressed, advised, and sent them away 
in carts to their destination; the material thus passing through their hands, first in th%raw and then 
in the manufactured or finished state, weighing 625 tons, or rather more than 2 tons each working day. 
In  addition. Prison Parties kept the Office floors, walls, and windows clean, and the extensive grounds 
free from weeds and rubbish. The results are satisfactory, the Free Staff having been reduced in number 
from 369 in 1911 to 294 in 1917.

The weight of printing paper, cardboard, &c., used during the year amoimted to 3i2J tons. Of 
this, 1,391 packages weighing 20 tons were sent to their destination through the Government Stcxres, 908 
packages weighing 28 tons through the agency of the Railway, miscellaneous parcels weighing 34 tons 
were distributed by the Post Office, the balance 230| tons having been delivered by carts, tricycle 
carriers, &c., to Departments in Colombo: 863 carts were hired during the year at a cost of Rs. 1,538, 
while Messenger Boys made 815 journeys to the Fort and back by tramcar.
 ̂ Letters and memoranda addressed direct to  the Government Printer during the year numbered 

15,435, while 4,273 were despatched, in addition to 13,568 advice notes, 1,365 bills, and 4,394 receipts for 
payments. As the advice notes are returned receipted, the’total number of documents dealt with outwards 
and inwards, exclusive of papers constantly passing to and from the Secretariat, amounted to 52,540.

Three queries were raised by the Colonial Auditor on the accounts of the Office during the year.
987 orders for advertisements were forwarded to the local newspapers through the medium of the 

Government Printer, who endeavours to allot to each approved paper an equal share of the Government 
advertising; of these orders, 283 were for notices under the Waste Lands Ordinances.

Comparatively few fines for absence without leave and misconduct were imposed during 1917, the 
average amoimt deducted per month being Rs. 6'16. Of the Rs. 74’20 collected dining the year, by far 
the greater part (or Rs. 65) was for absence without leave. With a labour force of 294 men and h^ys, such 
a result is satisfactory.

On October 1,1917, ” The Ceylon Government Printing Office Co-operative Credit Society ” was 
established, its objects being to encourage thrift and to assist members by grantingt thftm loans a t  a 
reasonable rate of interest. The capital is Rs. 2,500, in 500 shares of Rs. 5 each, of which 459 have been 
taken up. The Society has a deposit of Rs. 480 in the Ceylon Savings Bank, and l^^s aheady granted 
loans to the amount of Rs. 2,720, of which Rs. 1,146 has been repaid to date.

Government Printing Office, 
Colombo, March 4, 1918.

H. 0. COTTLE,. 
Government Printer.
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PART II.—RBVENUE.

CUSTOMS AND SHIPPING.

RîiPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS FOR 1917.

P A R T  L - - - A D M I N I 8 T R A T I O N .

IntbodtjctiOn .
TBeougRoet th® twelve months under review thè war has once more been the controlling factor 

ia the wotk of the Customs Department ; this report is consequently of little value for comparative, 
purposes, though of some interest as showing how the trade of the Colony has been mamtained at a high 
level in spite of difficulties. Shortage of freight has affected both imports and exports ; high prices, 
difficulties of production, and restrictions on export in the United Kingdom and other supplying countries 
have tended to reduce the former ; while the latter have been curtailed by the rigid control over the 
destinations of all important exports, and particularly by the prohibitions of imports into the United 
Kingdom, iWhich came into force in February, 1917. The export trade was further hampered by the 
exchange difficulties, ydiich, first appearing in the last days of December, 1916, quickly became acute, 
and although measures were taken to minimize the inconvenience, the financing of the export trade of the 
Colors remained a matter of serious difficulty throughout the year. The real nature of the difficulty 
is apparent &dm the foEpwing table, which shows that, whereas our imports from the United Kingdom 
hare decreased from 50 to 32 million rupee? in value and from India from 80 to 66 million rupees, our 
e:^orts have largely increased since the war, and the general balance has risen to  65 per cent, over the 
value of our imports. As India is the channel of exchange between the United Kingdom and Ceylon, 
and 1?. herself in a similar position, it is not difficult to realize that financial Stringency is inevitable.

A.—Value of Imports, excluding SpeOie.
Year. üniljed Kingdom. 

Bs.
British India. 

Bs.
Year. United Kingdom. 

Bs.
British India 

Bs.
1912 . 50,420,300 .. 80,319,476 1916 .. 35,427,669 .. 67,400,976
1913- . 54,318,638 .. 75,967,118 1916 ... 46,761,667 . . 74,125,083
1914 .. 49,248,583 .. 61,915,549 1917 .. 32,695,206 . . 66,077,264

Year.
1912
1913 
1Ô14
1915
1916
1917

Value of Exports, excluding Specie,
ITaited KingdoiUf British ludia.

Ceylon Produce. Imports exported. Ceylon Produce. Imports exported.
Bs.

94,412,294
102,127,322
113,523,009
146,275,207
130,714,726
120,184,218

B.S. 
3,343,897 
3,484,821 
2,035,820 

786,608 
1,003,492 
1,290,880

Be, 
5,452,891. 
5,369,503 
4,372,066 
6,339,824 
7,208,018 

13,624,593

Bs. 
1,601,216 
1,748,864 
1,782,001 
2,140,346 
3,285,127 
4,011,532

Excess of Exports oVer Imports.
(Figures are exclusive of Spècie and the Value of Coal supplied to Steamers.)

Year.
Or an Excess of— 

Es. Per Cent. Year. Bs.
(h: an Excess ol 

Per Cent.
1908 6,541,763 5-3 1913 46,913,868 .. 25'2
1909 .. 21,458,934 .. 17-1 1914 46,046,297 . . 26*7.
1910 .. 16,275,959 .. 10*8 1915 .. 109,738,229 .. 67-1
1911 .. 23,540,853 

.. 23,631,923
.. 15 - 1916 86,005,152 . . 40-.7

1912 .. 13-5 1917 .. 120,036,471 .. 65-2
In spite of these adverse factors, however, the effects of which were most acutely felt in the 

coconut industry, the total value of Ceylon trade in 1917 remained at the high figure of 4,983J lakhs 
of rupees, a figure greater than that of any previous year, except 1916. Mating due allowance for the 
fact that an increase in values has in some cases counterbalanced a decrease in quantity, the total trade 
of the Islakd is a fair measure of its weU-being, and goes to show that at the end of 3|^ years of war the 
general prosperity of the Colony still continues to increase.

lu  the returns for 19l6 certain tables showing the imports of rice, curry stuffs, and the more 
important luxraies were given to illustrate the fact that the purchasing power and general prosperity 
of the Colony had not up to that time been seriously impaired by the war. The tables are repeated this 
year for the purposes of comparison. It will he seen that not only have the imports of rice, curry stuffs, 
and the cheaper cotton goods remained constant during the last four years, bu t the total value of the 
goods enumerated in this table has not appreciably decreased, and it may be inferred from the balance of 
trade that the decreases in the importation of biscuits, confectionery, motor cars, pianos, &c., are not 
due to lack of ability to purchhse, but to the impossibility of procuring supplies to meet the demand.

9(n)18

    
 



A 2 “CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917.

showing the Quantity of Rice imported during the Years 1914-17.
1914. 1916. 1916. 1917.
Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt.

British India 4,930,078 . . 4,628,66$ .. 3,729.009 . .  3,586,642
Burma 968,617 . . 1,060,916 .. 3,109,478 . .  3,641,861
Maidive Islands 25 . 3 . . 21
Straits Settlements . . 1,269,084 , . 1,503.089 . . 1,147,661 486,754
Chiba 5 . 3 . . 34 * . ***̂
India, excluding British 65,393 . 33,4$4 . . 61,730 38,746
Japan 48 . 4 * . . 2 7
Siam 176,619 . 47,621 .. 36,939 112

Total . , 7,400,269 7.173,778 8,073,964 7,764,121

fPART n .

C.“*Statemeftt showing Quantities of Curry Stuffs imported during the Years 1914^17.
1914. 1915. 1916. 1917.
Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. Cwt.

Chillies 83,603 . . 95,167 .. 92,926 . . 87,698
Coriander seed 33,526 . . 37,659 .. 35,811 . . 35,831
Cummin seed 8,223 .. 11,715 .. 11,168 . . 9,681
pennel seed 3,865 . . 3,982 .. 5,631 .. 3,903
GarMe 13,987 .. 13,168 .. 15,814 . . 14,754
Muthe seed 5,706 . . 6,293 .. 4,785 . . 5,236
Turmeric 8,$67 . . 10,777 .. 9,755 . . 10,154
Maidive fish 71,764 .. 78,594 .. 81,857 .. 77,543
Onions 294,371 . . 257,947 .. 317,086 , . 292,095

D ,-^ ta teln eu t showing the Quantity and Value of Luxuries iniported during the Years 1914^17".

Qui^ntity. Value..
C

1914. 1916. 1916, 1917. 1914. 1915.
^  e

1916. <¡1917,

B .S . Rs. Rs. Rs.

.. lb. 1345490 666395 1397744 160174 627478 386832 759070 85662

.. lb. 1062870 952612 I 0 I7 4 4 I 353001 382137 390936 547366 18$233

.. pkgs. 1382$ 10914 19892 180Ö7 1284808 902062 1841053 127926»

.. No. 469 2 7 3 5$2 77 2603769 1669954 1707400 247909

.. No. 91 $13 219 87080 159569 155363

.. No. 1887 791 1487 lOOO 447663 160907 185179 149880

.. No. 662 360 480 372 38471 21194 29687 17Ö00

.. No, 1T»W 1 3 2 77 _  ̂ 93,469 51766
(cases 

■ ■ Igals.
1459
3145

1261
1761

1616
4858

2766
1489 1 196846 ' 145952 288919 233132

.. gakf. 701082 607774 77609$ 884093 693946 566534 716996 1491293
/. • pieòés 9045 3655 2$33 1548 70583 89716 •37331 70441

. .  No. 4373 3394 6976 11861 177573 166254 463815 9116 9 9

. .  yds. 447676 410041 485237 222819 426820 4Í3186 539303 383803
. .  doz. 13639 10610 19481 6842 148272 72406 164089 63710
. .  yds, 38116 19539 8$2S0 17888 12880 9331 30867 7990
. .  yds. 184525 $28530 270U9 65147 30679 56891 65494 l'i$74
. .  yds. 6910 7953 $ 3 0 2 3147 6091 8349 11790 : 7 lll
. .  oWt. 4536 4142 6339 2422 335969 315302 531274 286370
. .  Np, 353 197 3$9 220 64363 39001 73543 46310
. .  doz. 21760 $2238 28763 15255 348402 348451 640438 468031

Total . . 7685708 5839337 8786342 6155436

272727 172768 260293 293471
.  • . . . . 495226 426200 410704 393061

(excluding Diamonds) 342378 138677 88789 7Í807

• Total 1110331 737645 ■ 7 5 9 7 8 6 758339

249365 190699
V.

332263 166771
4062122 2312666 2258470 3908991

• • ' • 4614001 3693244 6002911 6757459
917991 962489 622777 849887

• • 42553 13453 32638 17281

goods
1399977 935X53 2220499 2088497
1089240 . 587449 1249248 1424066

Total 12365249 8586763 11718806 14212952

Articles.

Biscuits 
Confectionery 
Apparel 
Cars, mptor 
Cycles, motor 
Cycles, ordinary 
Gramophunes 
Pianos apd pianolas
Perfutnery
Petrol
Plate, silver apd silvej 
Sewing machines 
Silh and satin-*^ 

Broad stud  
Handkerchiefs, &o. 
Lace
RihbohS..
Velvet . .

Soap, toilet 
Typewriters 
Umbrellas

Diamonds
Jewellery

Cotton, lace, and net 
Piece goods, bleached

Do.
Do.
Do,
Do.
Do,

dyed
gray
muslin
printed

• Not shown separately.

    
 



. R b v e n t t b .] CUSTOMS AND SHITPING. A 3

' The Customs tariff for imports Was revised with a view to providing for a contribution towards 
the expeflSes of the war, and the new tariff came into force on June 9, 1917. The general ad valorem 
duties were raised from 5 | to 7 |  per cent., and a corresponding increase was made in the rated duties, 
while the list of exemptions was considerably curtailed. Aided by the new tariff the Customs revenue 
for 1917 amounted to Rs. 24,891,362, as against Rs. 25,488,407 in 1916, being thus very liftle short of the 
previous record year. Refunds of duty to the value of Rs. 415,001' 30 were paid during the year.

The Customs revenue for the  last five years was as follows:—
E .^ ta tem eB t of Customs Revenue collected at the several Ports in the Island of Ceylon

during the last Five Years, 1913*-1917.
 ̂ ' iS ead ao lB eeeip ts . 1913. 1914. 1916. 1916. 1917.

Im p o r ts . B s. c. B s . c. B s . 0. B s . c. R s. c.
Grain ». 4181963 19 . 4071681 9 . . 3910501 82 . . 4493038 50 . 4298249 56
Cotton, Manufactured . . Í81C45 87 . . 499917 99 . . 419578 86 . . 647843 62 . .  735523 12
Spirits and Cordials 2158835 11 . . 2046214 66 . . 1881294 89 . . 1859945 10 . .  1176645 60
Sugar,* . 1625993 43 . . 1433476 43  . . 1331786 3$ . . 1240842 13 1127668 64
Kerosine Oil 1499998 85 .•1712643  93 . 1733002 49 . . 1756296 r . .  1626438 19
Other Goods $937887 28 . 3469757 95 . 3356195 99 . . 4377841 90 . .  4164800 72

S u n d r ie s .  
Fines and  Forfeitures . . 10262 58 . 12443 84 8124 63 . . 25416 50 . .  12976 12

E x p o r ts .
Plum bago 143342 12 . .  71143 98 . 109091 45 . 446729 26 . .  656409 80
E lephants 200 0 » , —. 1606 6  . . 600 0 600  f t

C h unks.. 3666 15 3737 61 3025 90 . 12405 56 . .  16987 64
A tta c k .. 667 7 t . 186 44 . . . . —-
T ea, CaOao, Cardamoms, And Rubber , . ,  ,  ____ . .  1 6 7 9 m  w * . . «68864& 17 . .  7513731 81
Coconuts, Desiccated Coconuts, Copra, And 

Coconut Oil . .  i . ,1 -■ . 309918 4 * . . 1009669 2 . .  976046 90
P o r t  a n d  B a r b o u r  B u e s .

Colombo Harbour Dues 2034784 46 . 1899876 73 . . 1727168 82 . . 1681044 15 . .  1330546 28
Port D ues at Outporte . .  , . 32335 34 . 26677 78 . 29654 11 . . 20458 7ft . .  16647 30
Other . . 656$ 43 3836 81 3470 6 . . 4001 43 3606 41

* R e im b u rse m e n t» .
Medical Aid D ues . .  t . 177790 53 . 652401 89 . 618744 3 6 t . . 743179 96 . .  834857 47
Warehouse R ent . 600951 59 . 622284 85 . 566099 2  . . 580463 46 . .  514736 99

J
16996677 0 16415096 44 17588625 17 25488407 47 24891362 46

* i o r  three m onths ended IDeoember. t  l'ór nine m onths ended September.

The reduction of over threO lafchs in Colombo Harbour Dues is largely due to the unusual number 
of Government and ^msi-Governm^nt vessels, which Were exempted ftom  Port aud Harbour Dues,

Staff and  A dsîIn is îRatiôn.
The only changés in the personnel of the Supervising Staff Were caused by the departure of 

Mfr. S. E. Hancox, Office Assistant and Second Landing Surveyor, who left on war service in October, 1917. 
Mr. R. 0. de Saram, Third Landing Surveyor, filled Mr. Hancox’s place, and Mr. M. M. Anthonisz Was 
transferred from the post Of Assistant Collector, Galle, to take Mr. de Saram’s place. The control of 
shipping has etili further concentrated in Colombo the overseas trade of the Colony, and the trade of the 
port of Galle nas, for the present, so fat diminished as to justify a reduction in the staff.

The subordinate stafí suffered the loSs of two officers of long setvice and valued experience in the 
deaths of Mr. P.'J. de Vos, Sub-CoUector of Beruwala, on February 4, and Mr. G.H. Herft, Sub-ColIeCtor 
of Point Pedro, on December 19,1917.

No hÿîrease was made in the Customs Subordinate Staff, and no changes of special importance 
took place duriag the year. The total establishment charges were : Personal Emolumehts, Rs. 295,722' 53 ; 
Other Charges, Rs. 14,191'22.

Owing to the exchange difficulties, permission was given in January, 1917, for the payment of 
export duties in. sterling by demand drafts on London. Exporters eagerly availed themselves of this 
concession, and duty to the amount of Rs. 6,880,887 55 was paid in this way. This led to a considerable 
extensión of the systeiB introduced ip 1916, by which merchants pay Custom^ charges from a, deposit 
specially made for the purpose with the Customs Department. There are now twenty-five firms availing 
themselves of this concession.

The export of specie above Rs. lOO was prohibited on March 19, 1917.
The payment of a penalty by ships working on Sundays was abolished on July 2, 1917, as being 

a hindrance to the rapid working of ships, which had become a matter of prime importance owing to the 
shortage of tonnage.

The publication of the monthly returBs was suspended from Jtdy, 1917, Bnd will probably not be 
resumed until after the end of the war, , ,

E xtension of Customs Pbemises.
;^ull details of the progress of the Colombo harbour improvements will be found in khe report of 

the Colombo Port Commission.
The two large warehouses south of the Harbour Engineer’s premises were completed during the 

year and were named the Baghdad Warehouses, as the completion S3mchronized with the capture of 
Baghdad by»the British Forces. The warehouses south of the Harbour Engineer’s premises have been 
named the Pettah Warehouses, and two jetties have been built to serve them. These four warehouses 
proved of the utigiost value during the latter half of the year, the Pettah Warehouses being utilized for 
large import cargoes of rice, and the Baghdad Warehouses for individual ships taking large export cargoes. 
An interesting development in the export trade has been the arrival of vessels to load full cargoes of five 
to seven thousand ton^of Ceylon cargo. The existence of the Baghdad Warehouses enabled these large 
cargoes to be handled with rapidity, and with a minimum of inconvenience to the general export work.

    
 



.'A 4 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS POR 1917. [ P ä e t H .

Tvf'o travelling electric cranes were completed at the Delft Warehouses.
Tire dredging of the canal basin was continued so far as to allow the q.uay walls to be utilized, 

and the erection of a  shed for the reception of oil and plumbago on the m ythem  side was commenced. 
The transfer of aU export work from the present warehouses west of the Passenger Jetty  and from the 
Delft prenoises to the premises north of the canal basin was intended to take .effect from January 1,1918, 
but h^d to be postponed owing to the impossibility of remo''dng the temporary rice stores, which have to 
remain until the necessary accommodatioh has been provided elsewhere.

Work was continued on the Railway Extensions within harbour premises and on the railway line 
to connect the harbour With the main line.

At the end of December the Harbour Engineer commenced work oh the new site for the ô l and 
petrol installations at Kolonnawa.

Pbeventive  W o r k ,

No additions were made to the Preventive Staff during the year. No new methods of smuggling 
of special interest were * discovered. There were 138 prosecutions for Customs effences, resulting in 
fines to the amount of Rs. 1,587’50, and various sentences of imprisonment varying from 1 week to 
18 months’ rigorous imprisonment. Twenty-one cases were dealt with departmentaUy, in which penalties 
amounting to Rs. 4,636 were recovered, while the proceeds of the sale of forfeited goods amounted to 
Rs. 3,23l’ 60. Rewards to the value of Rs. 1,000 were distributed among the subordinate staff.

The TALAijttAjjTNAE R oute to and  erom I n d ia

The dispute between the Ceylon and Indian Railways remained unsettled throughout the year^ 
and continues to hampér the full development of this route, it being still impossible to arrange for 
the delivery of “ goods traffic from India except via Colombo. The facilities afforded by this route 
proved of very considerable value during the period of scarcity of tonnage, and the traffic carried shows a 
gratifying increase. . The total coUectipns of Customs duty on goods from India via Talaimannar for 
thé laet three years were as follows :—

B s. c. ̂ Year.
1915 . . . . . .  . . .  827 ,858  59
1916 . . . .  . .  . . 1 ,071,195' 11
1917 . .  . .  . .  . . 1 ,36 4 ,9 8 9  36  ' <

Cl-Tain (almost entirely rice) provided Rs. 1,195,776 (+  Rs. 202,118), Cotton isianufaetuiyis 
Rs. 185666 ( +  Rs. 9,911), and Other Goods Rs. 150,543 (+B-S. 82,000).

The monthly imports of rice viä Talaimannar for the last two yea»?“are shown in the following
table

_  M onth. . 1916.
Number of Bags.

1S17.
Num ber of B ags.

J a n u a ry 78,319 108,753
F eb ru ary 9 1 ,590 104,292
M arch 100.841 105,592
A pril 94 ,618 107,622
M ay 110,009 106,121
Ju n e 9 5 ,771  . 163,933
J u ly  - 6 6 ,2 5 1 118,309
A u gu st 105 ,114 161,478

M onth.

Septem ber
October
N o v em b er
D ecem b er

1916.
N um ber o f Bags. 

1 0 7 ,9 3 4  
113 ,567  
127 ,0 6 4  
1 0 3 ,4 3 3

1917.
N um ber of B ags. 

142 ,8 3 5  
131 ,191  

. 1 4 3 ,3 4 8  
8 9 ,4 7 4

1 ,194 ,5 1 1 1 ,4 2 1 ,8 4 8

There was a considerable increase in the exports vi6, Talaimannar, due largely to exports of copra, 
wMch, owing to the fall in prices, was purchased in considerable quantities by Indian merchants for 
conversion into edible fat and into oil for lamps. In  1916 4,791 tons of merchandise were exported to 
India Talaimannar. In 1917 the experts rose to 25,378 tons.

Parcel P ost.

The number of postal parcels imported as compared with 1916 fell in 1917 from 227,139 to 216,583, 
but the duty collected rose from Rs. 267,471 ’ 46 to Rs. 297,519’ 92.

The figures for registered and ordinary letter packets detained for examination are as follows :—

Year.
B egistered

Packets.
No.

D u ty . 
B s. e.

L etter
Packets.

N o.
D uty. 

E s. 0.
T otal

P ackets.
N o.

T ota l 
D u ty . 
B s . 0.

1915 3 ,880  . . 1 ,366  33 . 5 ,8 0 0  . . 851 0  . 9 ,6 8 0  . . 2 ,2 1 7  33
1916 4 ,6 7 6  . . 9 ,961 72 • 7 ,0 1 8  . . 785  63  . 1 1 ,6 9 4  . . 1 0 ,7 4 7  35
1917 4,649  . . 9 ,073  92 . 8 ,3 2 2  . . 1 ,098  12 . . 12 ,971  . . 1 0 ,172  4

The figures show a negligible dechne from those of 1916, due probably to the restriction on exports 
from the United Kingdom.

Four parcels of ganja and nine of opium were detected and forfeited. Twenty-eight parcels were 
taken over for tmder-valuation of contents. Five parcels were forfeited for misdescription. I5p parcels 
were detained for Customs irregularities, but were released after settlement departmentally.

Commercial Travellers. 0 0

The number of declarations made in 1917 was 110, as compared with l62 in 1916 and 173 in 1915. 
The use of the parcel post for the carriage of samples was specially noticeable. There w 're 29 declarations 
for general merchandise covering 195 parcels. Only two travellers in diamonds visited Ceylon during 
1917, and both in the first quarter, a t a time when the diamond market had been fully supplied by a 
traveller who had arrived a t the end of the previous December, Diamonds were imported during the 
year to the value of Rs. 84,613’38, on which duty of Rs, 5,684*94 was recovered.
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Customs Tariff Changes.

A 5

 ̂A comprehensive revision of the import tariff was uncfertaken in the earlier half of the year, with 
a view to raising additional revenue to pay fo^ a further, contribution to  the United Kingdom towards 
the expenses of the war.

The most important changes were a considerable reduction in the list of exempted goods, a new 
duty of 2 | per cent, ad valorem on metals (except sheet and pig lead and tin  plates), the raising of the 
duty op spirits from Rs. 9 ’37 to Rs. 11’25 a proof gallon -v̂ ith a minimum of Rs. 9 ’60, of the duty on 
cotton goods from 4 to 5 | per cent., and on articles not otherwise classified from 5 | to percent, ad 
valorem. The tariff pn rated goods géneraMy was raised in proportion to the raising of &e general ad 
valorem duty, but the duty on rice was left unchanged. The new tariff came into force on June 9,1917, 
and it is a t present too early to express any opinion on its effect.

A snxall change was introduced on -February 15,1917, when the ad valorem duty of per cent, on 
lubricating oils other than castor oil was replaced by a rated duty of ten cents a gallon.

The dutyui 33^ per cent, ad valorem imposed on motor cars in 1916 to  check importations and 
conserve freight for paoi® essential imports not having had the full effect desired, the duty on motor cars 
(other than motor lorries and motor cycles) was raised to  100 per cent, on February 12» 1917. This has 

-practichUy stopped the importation of ordinary motor cars, the only importations since that date being 
a few private cars, and'a few cats imported under special license a t a reduced rate. There were only 
seven cars on which 100 per cent, duty was paid.

The expert duties remained unchanged, except tha t the duty on tea purchased by the War QfiSee 
on contracts with local producers was remitted. The duty on contracts running from March to August 
vtduB paid by the exporters, and was subsequently refunded to the War Office, a sum of Rs. 84,81ff being 
^hus contributed to the Imperial Exchequer. Tea purchased on the September-December contracts was 
allowed to be exported free .of duty, the sum thus saved to the Imperial Government being Rs. 70,473.

The export duty on cppjra was remitted, subject to certain conditions, for six months from 
December 1,1917, owir^ to the extreme depression in the copra trade, but the effect was not appreciable 
up to the close of the year under review.

» W as  Tbade  R bgulamons .

The volume of these regulations continued to grow, and a list of themore important Proclamations, 
Noti^oations, and Ordinances will be fonfid in Appendix 25. The most important, so far as Ceylon is 
coiicerned, ^re the prohibitions of import into the United Kingdom, by wMcb the import of tea, cacao, 
an^ “ nuts Used for fru it” {i.e., desiccated coconut) into the United Kingdom were restricted as from 
February 23, 1917, the first to about two-thirds, and the others to one-half of the imports during the 
previous Welve months, and the prohibition of export from Ceylon as from November 10,1917, of a large 
number of imparted articles which was found necessary in order to conserve local stocks. The operations 
necessary to enforce these probibitioas caused a  large increase in the work of this Department ; the 
effects of the prohibitions will be referred to when dealing with the specific articles concerned.

The ready assistance and constant co-operation of the Chairman and Committee òf the Chamber 
of Commerce enabled this Department to enforce these complicated r e la t io n s  with the minimum of 
hardship to all concerned. Not only the ofBcers of this Department, but me whole mercantile community 
owe them a debt of gratitude for the heaVy work thus undertaken.

MbUchandise MauSìs CUbinance.

The Customs Department has continued its strict supervision oyer the observance of the provisions 
of the Merchandise Marks Ordinance. Evasions were detected in 76 cases, usually consistmg in the 
failure to mark goods with the name of the country of origin. A sum of Rs. 5,302 was recovered as 
penalties, and the goods forfeited in 12 Cases Vere sold for Rs. 1,153’75. Several interesting caseS of 
fraudulent evasion of the Ordinance were added to the Customs Museum.

Refunds of D u ty ,

The refunding of duty overpaid has become an important branch of Customs work. The refimds 
consist chiefly of refunds of duty on kerosine oil and petrol used as motive power in stationary engines 
and motor lorries, of the duty paid on imports re-exported and on goods purchased for the public use of 
His Majesty’s Forces, of duty overpaid on provisional expert entries passed before the exact amount of 
the duty payable has been ascertained, of export duty on cargo unexpectedly shut out by vessels a t  the 
conclusion of their loading, and the special refunds during 1917 of duty on tea exported und^  War Office 
contracts and of the duty on copra exported imder thè Notification of November 30, 1917.

The total amount irefunded during 1917 was Rs. 445,092’iI7, the principal items being as follows 
. Kerosine oil, Rs. 39,750; Petrol, Rs. 41,274 ; Tea, Rs. 142,694; Rubber, Rs. 74,092; Copra, 

Bs, 18,806 ; Coconut oil, Rs. 20,050 ; and Medical Aid Dueè, Rs. 24,391.

Prize Woek,

Considerable progress was made during the year in completing the returns to  the orders of the Prize 
Court and finally arranging the accounts of the remaining four ships, viz., the ss. “ Fürth,” Moltkefels,” 
“ Steinturm,” and “ Australia,” and at the end of the year all these ships were finally disposed of, with 
the exception Jf the ss. “ Australia.”

The cargo intended for Colombo on the Austro-Hungarian “ Ambra,” which took shelter in Italy 
on the outbreak of yar, Vas transbipped to Colombo, and after an examination of the relative documents 
ail the cargo was released.

Orders were made by the Prize Court condemning the motor launch “ Witch ” and the surplus 
proceeds of certain cargo ex the ss. “ AlaVi,” but no progress was made with regard to the cargo- seized 
ra; the Ss. “ Tysk,” -
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W recks. ^

The year was memorable in the matter of wrecks by reason of the sinking almost within sight of 
Colombo of the ss. “ Worcestershire ” and ss. “ Perseus ” within a few days of one another by enemy 
action in February. Both vessels were totally lost, but there was fortunately very little loss of life on 
the former, and none on the latter. The sailing ship “ William Mitchell ” stranded on the Maidive Islands 
in July, but was re-floated, and was able to proceed on her voyage. The ss. “ Oceano ” stranded on a reef 
in the north of the Maidive Islands, also in July, one life was lost, and the vessel has not been refloated.

The Otjtports.
. Full particulars of the revenue collected a t each port will be found in Appendix 2 to this report. 

The following information is taken from the reports of the CoUectors of the Southern, Northern, and 
■Eastern Provinces :y—

SouTREEN Province.

Galle.. ‘
T h e o u ts ta n d in g  fea tu re  o f th e  y ea r  a t  G alle h a s  b e e n  th e  ex tra o rd in a ry  r e d u c tio n  in  th e  u se  o f th is  p ort. 

T h e s c a r c ity  o f sh ip p in g  a n d  th e  a c t iv it ie s  o f th e  S h ip p in g  C ontroller h a v e  te n d e d  m o re  th a n  ev er  before' to  
co n cen tra te  th e  foreign  tra d e  o f  th e  C olony in  C olom bo. A s a  p o rt for  fo re ig n  tra d e , G alle  h a s  con seq u en tly  
su n k  in to  a  p o s it io n  of in s ig n ifica n ce . T h e reven u e c o lle c te d  w as o n ly  R s. 180 ,140 , a s  com p ared  w ith  R s. 343,362  
in  1916 a n d  R s . 461 ,446  in  1916. P lu m b ago  (R s. 1 8 ,977) is  th e  o n ly  i t e m  sh o w in g  a n  ap p reciab le  in crea se  in  
rev en u e  (-(-R s. 2 ,653), b u t  th is  w a s  due to  th e  in crea sed  d u ty  im p o sed  in  A u g u st, 1916, an d  w as a ccom p an ied  
b y  a n  a c tu a l d ecrease in  th e  q u a n tity  exported . T h e  fo llo w in g  tab le  sh o w s th e  p r in cip a l ex p o rts  from  G alle  
d u rin g  th e  th ree  years 1 9 1 6 -1 7  :—

1915. 1916. 1917. 1916. 1916. 1917.
C oconut . N o . 142,727 . 100 ,523  . . 7 8 ,713 C itronella  o i l . lb . 3 8 ,726  . . 342,008 . . 1 4 0 ,2 9 á
P lu m b a g o . cw t. 22,423- . 19 ,757  . . 11,471 C ocon u t o il . cw t. 6 4 ,706  ■ 47,519 . . 3 2 ,866
R ubber . lb . 106,782 . 141 ,944  . . 93,451 P o o n a c cw t. 1 ,510  . — —

Coir Y a rn • cw t. 77 ,489  . 70 ,515  . . 16,317 T ea lb . 114,235  . 92,356 . . 4 7 ,3 7 9
Copra . cw t. .7 1 4  . 4 ,225  . . 16,311

T h e  seab orn e tra d e  o f G alle  h a s b een  con fin ed  a lm o st en tire ly  t o  lo ca l c o a stw ise  tra d e , fo re ig n  tr a d e  
b ein g  d e a lt  w ith  a t  C olom bo, a n d  b e in g  carried  b y  tr a in  b e tw e e n  C olom bo a n d  G alle. ^

T h e  n um ber o f s tea m ers w h ich  ca lled  a t  G alle  d u rin g  th e  year w a s 2 4 , a s  a g a in s t 40  in  1916. O f ,th ese , 
5 (—- 2) ca lled  for  b unkers, a n d  Only 7 to o k  cargo for  L o n d o n , a s  com pared  w ith  16 in  1916 . ^

195 p o s ta l p a ck ets  to  th e  a p p ro x im a te  v a lu e  o f R s . 5 ,275  w ere d ea lt w ith  d u r in g  th e  year. ^

H a m h cm to ta . '
T h e t o t a l  rev en u e c o lle c te d  fe ll from  R s. 2i333-07 t o  R s , 1,252-36, th u s  a p p ro x in ia tin g  t o  th e  rev en u e  

in  1915. N o  g ood s are ex p o r ted  d irec t to  fore ign  p o r ts , a n d  n o  sh ip s, e x c e p t  th e  tw o  Is lan d  stea m ers  a n d  
co a stw ise  d h o n ies , ca ll a t  th e  pOrt.

Nobtheen Pbovinob.
. ‘ The total revenue collected imder all heads, including exports, at the several ports in this Province for 

1917 amounted to Rs. 594,684-40, as against Rs. 577,040-81 in 1916, an increase of Rs. 17,643-59.'
T h e  rev en u e  c o lle c te d  a t  th e  sev era l p o r ts  in  th is  P ro v in ce  o n  im p o r ts  fo r  1917 a m o u n te d  to  

R s. 4 3 3 ,1 6 5 -0 1 , w h ich  sh o w s a  d ecrea se  o f R s. 7 7 ,5 1 9 -2 3  fro m  th a t  of th e  p reced in g  y ea r . A s co m p a red  w ith  
.1916, th e  rev en u e  u nder h e a d  “  G r a in ”  show s a n  in c r e a se  of R s. 1 8 ,9 5 0 -6 4 , d u e  t o  lOss im p o rts  o f  c o a stw ise  
grain . R e v e n u e  u n d er h e a d  “  C o tto n  M an u factu res ”  sh o w s a n  in crea se  o f  R s . 1 1 ,3 7 5 -5 1 , d k e t o  th e  recen t  
en h a n ced  ra te  o f  d u ty . T h e  re v e n u e  u n d er h e a d  “  S u g a r  ” sh o w s a  d ecrea se  o f  R s . 1 1 3 ,6 1 9 -2 9 ,’ d u e  t o  le s s  
im p o r ta tio n  o f jaggery  fro m  In d ia  b y  th e  C eylon  S u gar R efin er ies , L im ited ., d u r in g  th is  year. T h e  reven u e  
undOr “  O th er G oods ” sh o w s a n  in crea se  o f R s. 5 ,8 0 7 -3 1 , d u e  la rg e ly  t o  th e  in c r e a se  o f d u ty  from  p er  cen t, 
to  7 J p er  c e n t, in  Ju n e la s t . T h e  rev en u e  u nder h e a d  “ P o s t D u e s ”  for 1917 a m o u n te d  t o  R s. 6 ,7 2 6 -2 8 , w h ich  
sh o w s a  d ecrea se  6 f R s. 1 ,2 4 1 -4 2 , a s  com par d  w ith  th e  p rev io u s  year . T h e  re v e n u e  u n d er  h aad  “  C hanks ”  
fo r  1917 a m o u n ted  t o  R s . 1 5 ,9 8 7 -6 4 , a n  in crease  o f  R s . 3 ,5 8 2 -0 8  over  th a t  o f  th e  p reced in g  year , d u e  to  th e  
in crea se  o f th e  ex p o rt d u ty  in  J u n e , 1916.

T h e n u m b er o f v e s s e ls  t h a t  en tered  a t  p o r ts  in  th is  P ro v in ce  du rin g  1917 w a s 1 ,667, With a  to n n a g e  o f  
2 5 7 ,4 2 9  to n s . T h ou gh  th ere  is  a  d ecrea se  o f  28  in  th e  n u m b er o f  vesse ls , th ere  is  a n  in crea se  in  to n n a g e  o f  9 ,6 1 3  
to n s  o v e r  th e  p rev iou s y e a r . T h e  n u m b er o f  v e s s e ls  th a t  c le a r e d a t  th e  p o rts  in  th e  P ro v in ce  d u rin g  19 1 7  w a s  
1 ,604 , w ith  a  to n n a g e  o f  261 ,601  to n s , a  decrease  o f  37  v e sse ls , b u t a n  in crea se  in  to n n a g e  o f 4 ,721  to n s  a s  
com p ared  w ith  th a t  o f 1916. ,

T h e p rin cip a l im p o rts  a re  g ra in  an d  o th er  a r tic les  o f  food , c o tto n  m a n u fa ctu res, c o tto n  s e e d , a n d  
earth en w are . T h e p rin cip a l e x p o r ts  are copra, ch a n k s, co co n u ts , arecan u ts, to b a cco , a n d  sM ns.

T h e  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f im p o rts  in  1917 w a s R s. 5 ,1 9 3 ,4 0 5 -7 9 , a s  a g a in st R s . 5 ,9 4 6 ,7 1 7 -8 2  in  1916. T h e  to t a l  
v a lu e  o f e x p o r ts  w as R s. 9 ,3 6 1 ,7 4 4 -9 2 , hs a g a in st R s. 2 ,3 9 6 ,2 9 3 -7 3  in  1916, th e  in crea se  b e in g  d u e  t o  la rg e  
ex p o r ts  o f  cop ra  to  In d ia  v id  T ala im annar. T h is h a s  a lrea d y  b een  referred  t o  in  d ea lin g  w ith  th e  T a la i-  
m a n n a r ro u te  to  Ind ia .

Eastern Peovtnob.
B a ttio a lo a .

T h e t o t a l  rev en u e fo r  th e  y e a r  w a s R s. 4 3 ,1 0 5 -4 3  (—  R s. 6 9 3 -3 4 ). Im p o r ts  sh o w e d  d ecrea ses  u n d er  
“ G rain  ”  (—  R s. 3 ,877), “  Sugar ”  (—  R s. 1 ,535), a n d  O th er  G oods (—  R s. 31). “  G o tto n  G o o d s,”  h o w ev er ,
sh o w ed  a n  in crease  o f R s. 3 ,318, d u e  to  larger im p o rta tio n s  o f  c o tto n  tw is t  fo r  lo c a l w e a v in g , a n d  to f ih e  ra is in g  
of th e  d u ty . L ess grain  w a s im p o rted  d irect from  fo re ig n  eo im tries a n d  m o re  fr o m  C olom bo. E x p o r ts  o f 
lo ca l p a d d y  w ere tem p orarily  restr ic ted . E x p o rt d u tie s  in crea sed  from  R s . 2 7 4 -1 7  in  1916 to  R s . 2 ,8 3 7 -2 6 ,  
d u e to  larger ex p o rta tio n s of co co n u t produce to  In d ia  o w in g  to  th e  s lu m p  in  lo c a l p r ic e s . E x p o r t d u ty  c o lle c te d  
on-copra rose  from  R s. 126 to  R s. 2 ,0 4 5 -7 4 . 144 v e sse ls  ca lled  d u r in g  th e  y ea r , a s  co m p a red  iS ith  166  in  1 9 1 6 ,
a ll b e in g  n a tiv e  sa ilin g  cra ft, e x c e p t  th e  tw o  Is la n d  stea m ers.

c-
T r in c o m a le e .

T h e to ta l  revenue co llec ted  in  1917 w as R s. 1 6 ,6 7 6 -6 2 , a  d ecrea se  o f  R s. 6 ,6 2 3 -1 8  on  th e  1916  fig u res . 
Of th is  d ecrease, a  sum  o f R s. 6 ,2 3 8 -3 8  is  a cco u n ted  fo r  b y  th e  fa ll in  they re v e n u e  from  g ra in , w h ic h  
am ou n ted  o n ly  to  R s. 9 ,8 7 4 -0 4 . A n  ex ce llen t loca l h a r v e s t  red u ced  th e  n e c e ss ity  fo r  fore ign  im p o r ta tio n s , . .
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P Á B T  I L — T R A D E  R E T U R N S  A N D  S H I P P I N G .

Ttie Customs revenue foE the year 1917 Vías Rs. 24,891>362, a decrease of only Rs. 597,045, which, 
considering the difficulties attendant on foreign trade during the war, cannot be considered as anything 
but sati^faUtoty, The revenue was the highest on record, with the exception of 1916. The recovery of 
the revenue from imports, which was noticed last year, has not been maintained, and in spite of the 
increpjse in the duty in June, revenue from imports shows a drop of Rs. 1,257,492. Every main head of 
import revenue shows a decrease, except manufactured cotton, which with a revenue of Rs. 735,523 • 12 
(+Rs. 187,680) is the highest on record. The raising of the duty from 4 to 5 | per cent, has, of course, 
contributed to this result. The decrease in import revenue has been counterbalanced to some extent by 
a rise in revenue from exports, which rose to the record figure of Rs. 9,160,776, an increase of Rs. 1,002,740. 
Of thi^increase, plumbagd, the duty on which had been raised in August, 1916, contributed Rs. 208,680, 
and rubber Rs. 1,045,365, while the tfea duty fell by Rs. 205,563. The duty on coconut products fell to 
Rs. 975,046 (-— Rs. 34,613). Tíre comparatively small drop in the revenue from coconut products is due 
to the shipments of coconut oil, the one branch of the coconut industry which has not suffered severely 
through the wat during the year Under review.

The revenue from Port and Harbour Dues amounted to Rs. 1,349,699 (— Rs. 355,805), showing 
decreases under all heads, Colombo Harbour Dues being reduced by Rs. 350,498. This is attributable 
partly to the reduced number of ships caUing at Colombo, and partly to the increased number which 
obtained exemption from Port and Hatbour Dues as being under Government control. Steps were taken 
a t  the end of the yeat to place ón a more satisfactory basis the recovery of dues on vessels claiming to be 
under Government control, and the recoveries in 1918 shouldshowa substantial increase.

T h e  i o l l o x v ih g  return shows the value of the imports month by month for the years 1914-17. 
The irregularity of the arrival of vessels with cargo for Ceylon is shown by the extraordinary fluctuations 
in the monthly values of imports, whioh varied from 97 lakhs to 226 lakhs. Monthly values of exports 
varied from 160 lakhs to 316 lakhs :—

I mpokTs . E xports.

Month. 19l4.
■; , - ■_____ , ,1 ----------------- -------------

1915. 1916.
----------- ^ r

1917. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. '
"J Lakhs of Lakhs of Lakhs of Lakhs of Lakhs of L akhs of Lakhs o f L akhs of

J Rupees. B upees. Bupees. Bupees. Btipees. B upees. Bupees. B upees.
J a n u a r y . .  169 138  . . 166 ... 2 2 6  . . 198 ... 2 4 2  . 239 . . .  303
F eb ru a ry . .  169 t  • 13$ 179 ... 1.6$ . . 185 ... 184  . 239 . .  236
M arch . .  170 . .  142  . . 193 ... 177  . , 186 . . 2 1 6  . 267 . .  277
A pril . .  1 6 4 . .  122  . . 158 f . 127  . . 163 . . 1 9 4  . 193 . .  211
M a y . .  105 Í 3 2  . . 1 7 2  . . 1 1 7  . . 174 . . 2 4 0  . 2 3 7  . .  160
J u n e . .  158 1 2 1  . .  171 . . 130 . . 205 . . 164  , 265 . . 263
J u ly . .  170 148 . .  217 . . 9 7  . . 208 . . 2 6 4  . 266  . 2 6 3
A u gu st . ,  160 . .  140 . .  179 . . 194 . . 142 . . 2 5 7  . 276  : 2 8 4
Septem ber . ,  73 148 . .  170 . . 161 . . 136 . . 2 1 3  . 242 . 2 5 4
O ctober . .  1Q6 130  . .  190 . . 182 • • 201 . . 2 6 8  . 269 . 2 6 3
N ovem ber . .  139 165 . .  218 . . 1 5 7  . . 187 . . 2 7 7  . 278 316
D ecem ber . .  137 168 . .  197 . . 125 2 l8  . , 2 2 5  . 226  .. 2 5 9

T o ta l 1,769 1 ,$ 8 4  2.200 1,851 2,193 2 ,7 3 3 2,976 3 ,0 6 9

T h e  fo llo w in g  ta b le  s h o w a t h e  a n n u a l v a lu e o f  t h e  trad©  o f t h e  C o lo n y , e x c lu s iv e  o f sp e c ie , fo r  th e
la s t  t e n  y e a r s ^ m.

«  Lakhs of I 
BupeeS

v  Dakhs of 
Bupees. Year. Eakhs of 

Rupees. Year. Lakhs of 
B upees, Year. L akhs of 

R upees,
1908 . . 2 ,6 4 7 | 1910 . .  3,3211 1912 . .  $ ,8 8 0 f 1914 . 4 ,0 2 2 | 1916 . . 0 ,2 1 2 $
1909 . . 2 ,8 5 3 | / m i  • • U 2 3 i 1913 . .  4 3 2 9 Í 1916 . 4 ,4 9 5 i 1917 ... 4 ,9 8 3 $

The decrease of 229| lakhs was entirely in the import trade, as is shown by the table next following, 
which gives details Of the annual Value of the Colony’s trade, exclusive of specie and of the value of coal 
supplied for the use of steamers

Exports.

Y e a r . Imports,
Broduce and  

Manufacture of 
the Colony.

B ritish , Foreign, and 
Otiier Colonial 
Broduce apd 
Manufacture.

Total.

B s. B s. B s, R s.
1 9 0 8 . .  122,420,393 . .  127*016,846 . .  1 ,946,310 . . 1 2 8 ,9 6 2 ,1 5 6
1909 )  . .  125,441.597 . .  144.121,334 . .  2 ,778 ,297  . . 1 4 6 ,8 9 9 ,6 3 1
1910 . .  150,195.648 . .  160,771,277 . .  5 ,700.330 . . 1 6 6 ,4 7 1 ,6 0 7
1911 . .  156,986,106 . .  170,110,906 . .  10 ,416 ,054  . . 1 8 0 ,5 2 6 ,9 5 9
1912 . .  175,322.979 . .  190,932,654 . .  8 ,022 ,248  . . 1 9 8 ,9 6 4 ,9 0 2
1913 .1 ’188,073,086 . .  224,236,263 . .  8 ,760 ,691  . . 2 3 2 ,9 8 6 ,9 5 4
1914 . 1 7 2 , 3 1 7 , 5 4 9 . .  210,711,403 . .  7 ,65 2 ,4 4 3  . . 2 1 8 ,3 6 3 ,8 4 6
1916 . .  163,637,768 . .  265,733,25R . .  7 ,642 ,729  . . 2 7 3 ,3 7 5 .9 8 7
1916 . .  iñ l ,6 0 0 .7 5 3 , .  284,837,976 . .  12 ,667 ,929  , . 2 9 7 ,5 0 5 ,9 0 5
1917 . ,  184,123,980 . .  292,626,008 . .  11 ,535 ,449  . . 3 0 4 ,1 6 0 ,4 5 7

Total of Imports 
and Exports 

(omitting Specie 
and th e  Value ed 
Coal for use of 

Steamers). 
Bs.

2 5 1 ,3 8 2 ,5 4 9  
2 7 2 ,3 4 1 ,2 2 8  
3 1 0 ,6 6 7 ,2 5 6  
3 3 7 ,6 1 3 ,0 6 3  
3 7 4 ,2 7 7 ,8 8 1  
4 1 9 ,0 6 0 ,0 4 0  
390 .6 8 1 ,3 9 6  
437 ,013 ,748  
509 ,006 ,668  
488 ,284 ,443

Reduced imports and increased exports have still further accentuated the surplus of exports over 
imports, which amounted last year to nb less than Rs. 120,036,471.
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The distribution of Ceylon trade (excluding rubber imported merely for re-export, specie, ancP 
coal sujpplied for thé use of steamers) between %e tJnited Kingdom, British Possessions, and Foreign 
Countries during the past ten years is showh in the following table

Year.

Im ports from
T otal

Im port?.

E xports to
Total

Exports.
U nited

Kingdom .
B ritish

Possessions.
F o ïe t o

Couxïtrïeâ.
U nited

Kingdom.
B ritish

Possessions.
Foreign

Countries.

Lakhs of L akhs of Lakhs of L akhs of Lakhs of Lakhs of Lakhs of Lakhs of
Rupees. Rupees. Rupees. R upees. Rupees. R upees. Rupees. Rupees.

1908 3 2 3 i 730 1 6 ÍÍ 1 .2 I4 Í 6 3 8 f 218 4321 _ 1,289^
1909 3 2 5 i 755 1641 1,235 7 2 3 i 228 5 1 7 f 1,469
1910 4 1 0 i 8 5 2 i I 0 7 i l ,4 5 0 i 774 2 2 4 i 6 6 6 i 1 ,664 |
1911 - 4 2 H 8 6 9 Ï 2 0 8 i l ,4 8 9 i 8731 240 0 9 l | l ,8 0 5 i
1912 6 0 4 i 9 4 3 i 256 1,702^ m i 2 6 4 748 l,9 8 9 è
1913 6 4 3 i 9 8 1 i 2 8 0 Î , l ,8 0 5 i 1,056 2 8 3 i 9901 2 ,3 2 9 î
1914 4 9 2 i 916J 2 5 8 | l ,6 6 7 i h l S B i 2 9 4 i 733Î 2 ,1 8 3 i
1915 3541 9 9 2 i 240 l ,5 8 6 f 1,470^ 3 8 4 i 879 2 ,7 3 3 i
1916 4 6 7 i 1 ,2 1 8 | 346 2 .0 3 2 Í 1,317 375 1,283 2,975
1917 326 1 .1 7 4 Í 2781 l ,7 7 9 i 1 ,2 1 4 | 550 l ,2 7 6 f 3,0414

The most noticeable features are the d.ecrease in imports from the United Kingdom and Poreign 
CtotinWes, aiwi the increase in exports to British Possessions. The previous year’s high hgure for 
exports to Foreign Countries is practically maintained. The percentages for the four years 1914-17 are 
as follows:—

P ercen ta g e  o f  to ta l tr a d e  o f  C ey lo n  ta k en  b y -  
XTnited K in g d o m  
B r it ish  P o ssession s
F o re ig n  C ountries . .  , .

P ercen ta g e  o f  im p ort tra d e  o f  C eylon  With-- 
U n ite d  K ingdom  
B r it ish  P ossession s  
F o re ig n  C oim tries

. 1914.

4 2 -8
81-4325:77

100

2 9 -5 3  
5 4 -9 6  
1 6 -5J

1915.

4 2 -2 4
3 1 -8 6
2 5 -9

100

2 2 -3 3
6 2 -5 4
1 5 -1 3

1916.

3 5 -6 4
3 1 -  83
3 2 -  53

100

2 3 -0 1
5 9 -9 7
1 7 -0 2

1917.

3 1 %
3 5 -7 8
3 2 -2 6

100

1 8 -3 2
66-01
1 6*67

100 1 0 0 100 100

P ercen ta g e  o f  exp ort tra d e  o f O eylon ta k e n  by-*-* ¥1
U nited , K in gd om  . .  . . . 6 2 -9 2  . 5 3 -7 9  . 4 4 -2 8  . . 3 9 '•94
B ritish . Possessions. . .  . , 1 3 -4 7  . . 1 4 -0 6  . 1 2 -6 . 18 09
F o re ig n  C ountries 8 3 -6 1  . . 3 2 -1 6  . 4 3 -1 2  . . 41 ■97

1 0 0 10b 100 *100

The f  oUowing table shows th.e4i^rifeutio» of Ceylon trade (imports and exports, exeluding specie) 
among the principal countries, and the pérceñtftge Of the total trade absorbed by each. Values at® 
e:^ressed in  pounds sterlmg. The figures in brackets represent the relative positions of the.oountries in 
1916. The first five eountries retain the-same positions as in 1916, but the lead of the United Kingdom 
is being steadily reduced by the United States Of America owing to increased exports to the lattet of 
rubber and. tea ; nor is this reduction likely to be árrested until the import and export restrictions in the 
United Kingdom have been removed. British India improved her position by reason of largely increased 
imi)orts of Ceylon copra; Canada has risen froux 20th to 7th place owing to increased imports from 
Ceylon of tea, desiccated coconut, and rubber ; Cape Colony from 29th to 20th and South América from 
3$th to 29th owing to increased consumption of Ceylon tea 7 Italy from 28th to  22nd owing to larger 
imports of Ceylon rubber; Russia in Europe has fallen- from 7th to 12th place owing to a complete 
cessation of imports of Ceylon plumbago, and largely decreased imports of Ceylon tea and exports of 
Russian tea chests ; China, excluding HoUg Kong, from 10th to  19th owing to a heavy fall in imports of 
Ceylon tea in transit for Russia ; Denmark frCm 13th to 26th owing to greatly decreased imports of 
Ceylon copra ; Norway from 22nd to 36th owing to decreased exports to Ceylon of manure, and decreased 
imports of copra and poonac ; Spain drops Out from the list owing to decreased imports from CeyloU Of 
cinnamon and desiccated coconut; while Sumatra obtains 23rd place with its exports of kerosine oil, 
petrol, and liquid fuel;—

1916. 1917.
Country. £ . Per Cent. £. Per C e n t . £ .  Per Cent.

1. U n ite d  K ingdom (1) . . 12 ,165 ,966  = 4 1 -7 6  . . 1 1 ,8 0 8 ,6 5 9  = 3 5 -0 6  . . IR .271 ,354  M 8 1 * 5 5
2. U n ite d  S ta te s  o f Am erioa{ 2 ) . . 3 ,830 ,6 4 9  =±f 13*16 . . 6 ,086 ,366  = 1 7 -9 4  . . 7 ,1 8 1 ,7 2 0  = 2 2 ‘Ò&
3. B r itish  In d ia (3) . . 6 ,058 ,743 1 7 -3 6  . . 6 ,641 ,215  = 1 0 -7 3  . . 5 ,6 8 0 ,8 9 3  = 1 7 -1 4
4. B u r m a .. (4 ) . . 763 ,797  =ï= 2 -5 9  . . 2 ,07 4 ,9 6 0  = 6*11 . . 2 ,$14.937* = 7 - 7 3
5. S tra its  S e ttlem en ts (6) . . 1 ,212 ,673  = 4 -1 6  . . 1 ,196 ,843  = 3 -6 2  . . 950 ,246  == â*R2
6. J a p a n  . , (8 ) . . 388 ,660  = 1 -3 3  . . 672 ,6 5 5  = 1 -9 8  . . 737 ,318  = 2 - 2 7
7. C anada (2 0 ) . . 300,363 1 -0 3  . . 171 ,046  = •5 <■623,281 = 1 -9 1
8. F r a n c e . . (6 ) . . 233,308 == '■8 1 ,038 ,292  = 3 -0 6  . . 555 ,3 3 9  = 1 -7 1
9. V ictoria (1 1 ) . . 476,459 = 1 -6 4  . . 40 2 ,6 5 9  = 1 -1 9  . . 45 4 ,4 5 8  =s 1 -4

10. N e w  S o u th  W ales (9 ) . . 462,804 = 1 -5 5  . . 460 ,117  == 1 -3 6  . . 432 ,972  == 1 - 3 3
11. R u ssia  in  A sia (12) . . 367,933 = 1 -2 6  . . 384 ,986  = 1 -1 3 290 ,147  = ■89
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\ 1915. 1016. 1917.
Country. £■ Per Gent. £. P er  Cent. £ . P e e  C ent.

12. R ussia  in  E urope (7) . . 713 ,382  = 2 -4 5  . . 830,831 = 2 - 4 5  . . 2 5 1 ,0 5 5  = •77
13. N ew  Z ealand (16) . . 250 ,096  = •8 6  . . 192,413 = •5 7  . . 229 ,621 'T f
14. E g y p t . . (14) . . 188,631 •66 . . 243 ,860  = •7 2  . . 226 ,269  = •69
15. Borneo (exclud ing  B ri-

t i s h ) . . (1 7 ) . . 63 ,126  = •22 . . 185,827 = '5 5  . . '2 13 ,285  = •66
16. H olland (21) . . 234,822  = •81 . . 1 0 9 ,6 5 2  = •3 2  . . 172,621 = •63
17. M aidive Islan d s - (19) . . 164,801 = •57 . . 176,590  == •5 2  . . 168,404  = •62
18. J a v a  . . (1 5 ) . . 241,953 == •8 3  . . 21 8 ,7 7 9  = • 6 4  . . 159,592  == •49
19. China (exclud ing H o n g

" K ong) (10) . .  - 330,190 = 1 -1 6  . . 411,736 = 1 -2 1  . . 159,103 = •49
20.‘ C epe C olony (29) . . 61 ,805  = •21' . . 69 ,200  = •17  . . 121 ,502  = *37
21. HOng K on g (18) . , l l8 ,8 5 1  = •41 . . 186,355 = •55 . . 107,491 = •33
22. I ta ly (28) . . 32 ,822  = •11 . . 65,416 = •1 9  . . 93 ,319  = •2 9
23. S u m atra 43 ,748  =?= •15  . . 19 ,742  = •6 . . 90 ,291 = •2 8
24. SiSuth. A ustralia (26) . . 87 ,168  = •3 67,243 == •2  . . 86 ,558 = •27
26. N a ta l  . * (2 3 ) . . 129,889 = •46  . . 74 ,199  =i= •2 2  . . 78 ,643  = •24
26. D en m a rk (13) . . 387,652 = 1*33 . . 274,244  = •81  . . 75 ,792  = •23
27. M o zam b iq u e (3 0 ) . . 8,163 = •03 . . 57 ,108 = •1 7  . . 70 ,663  = •22
28. 'W estern-A ustralia (2 4 ) . . 64,876 = •22 . . 69 ,310 *= •2  . . 64 ,693  = •2
29. S o u th  A m erica (38) . . 5,769 = •02  . . 23 ,895 = •0 8  . . 5 8 ,2 0 2  = •18
30 , Q u een slan d (3 5 ) . . 44,397 = •15 . . 30,458 = •0 9  . . 54 ,437  == •17
31 . P lu lipp in .e Islands (33) . . 24,720 = •09 . . 41 ,145 •12 . . 49 ,034  = •16
32 . S ia m  . . (25) . 85 ,508 = •29 . . 68,229 3;= •2 43,648  = •13
33. Sw eden ( 3 4 ) , . 33,974 = .  '1 2  . . 41,016 •1 2  . . 4 0 ,304  = •12
ii4. h id ia  (excluding B ri-

tish ) . , ( 3 1 )  . . 49,252 = '17 6 6 ,705  = ■ 17  . . 35 ,428  = *11
3 5 . N o r w a y ( 2 2 )  . , 1 9 8 ,7 4 7  = •68 . . 95,825 =i= •28  . . 26 ,825  = •08
8 6 ,  K®'wfoun(Band (37) 14,119 = •05 . . 26 ,960  = •0 8  , , 2 4 ,162  = •07
37. P ersia  ..." (2 7 ) , . 58,395 = ■2 66,080 =1: •1 9  . , 24 ,056  = •07
38. Sw itzerland (3 2 ) 38,065 s= •13 .• 53,712 = •1 6  . . 2 0 ,204  = •06

P A R T  I I L — IM P 0 R T 8 .

The increase in the value of imports noticed last year has not been mamtained, and imports show 
a falling oS of 349 lakhs of rupees ; owing to the increase in prices, tjie falling off in quantities is stiff 
greater in proportion. The figures for the last four years are as follows :—

Imports. X9l4. 1916. 1 9 1 6 ^ 1917. Increase or D ecrease as
compared w ith  1916.

Rs.- R s. Rs. Rs.
r.— (1) L iv e  Stock 976 ,2 7 2  . « 0 9 ,3 5 2  ., .  1 ,621,232 9 8 2 ,0 4 9 . ,  D ecrease 4  p er  cen t.

(2) F o o d  and D r in k . . 7 9 ,1 9 0 ,4 7 5  . . 7 9 ,4 3 5 ,4 8 5  -. .  93 ,797 ,298 . .  8 7 ,9 2 3 ,7 8 5 . .  D o . 6 i d o .
(3) N arehtics 1 ,1 4 0 ,3 9 0  . 803,021 .. .  1 ,230,309 . .  1 ,1 7 3 ,6 9 8 . .  D o . d o .

I I .^ R a w  M aterials 3 0 ,773 ,089  . . 33 ,186 ,083  , 44 ,704 ,85$ . .  3 2 ,3 5 7 ,0 8 2 . .  D o. 2 7 i d o .
H I .— -Manufactured A rticles 59 ,7^ 6 ,136  . . 48 ,615 ,51$ . .  68 ,970,827 . .  6 1 ,5 8 9 ,8 7 2 . .  D o . lO J do.
IV .~ B u U io n  and Coin 5,160,794 . . 5 ,196 ,584 . .  10,306,316 . .  1 ,1 1 9 ,7 3 5 . .  D o. 89 do.

T ota l , * 176 ,967 ,156 16S;*446,038 220,030 ,900 185 ,1 4 6 ,2 2 1 •

Every main head shows a decrease. Shortage of tonnage, trade dislocation in the United Kingdom, 
prohibitions of export from various cotatries, and the general rise of prices have all contributed to a 
reduction of imports, and this réduction is likely to be stiff Jnore ifri^ked as the  war goes on.

The distribution of imports classified under the four main heads among the United Kingdom, 
British Possessions, and Eoreign Countries for 1916 and 1917 was às follows :—

1916,

I .  — (1) L iv e  § to c k
(2) .'Pood a n d  D r in k
(3) N a rco tics

I I . — R a w  M aterials
H I .— ^Manufactured A rtic les  
IV .—B ullion  a n d  C oin  . .

1917.
»  I .—•(!) L iv e s t o c k

t (2) F o o d  a n d  D rink - 
-  (3) N a rco tics  

I I ,— ^Raw M aterial^
E tl.— M toufaetU red  A rticles 
IV ,— ^Bullion a n d  C oin  . .

Value of ItapoTts (in Lakhs of Rupees) from

T o ta l

T ota l . .

U nited B ritish Foreign
kingdom. Possessions. Countries.

— 10 —-
48 817 13
11 1 . .

. 47 311 89
359 162 169

7 8 1 . 16

472 1 ,382 346

10
n 8 1 6 4«
11 1 - f - . ■

'  14 227 82
283 183 150

1 ... 9  . . 1
_̂_

3 2 6 1 ,246 219

9 (n )I8
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 ̂ The following tablé shows the percentage of Ceylon’s total imports contributed by each of t h /  
following coimtries. Egypt returns to the list, taking 12th place, owing to  an export of nearly one miUion 
rupees worth of salt, as against none in 1916 ; Sumatra rises from 27th place to  10th, owing to  her Qj^ort 
of kerosine oil, petrol, and liquid fuel ; Sweden and South Australia both improve their positions ; and 
Queensland and New Zealand gain places in the list ; Burma has-now climbed into 2nd place, displacing 
the United Kingdom, owing to large importations of Burmese rice ; China sinks from 12th to 26th, owing 
to a fall of over Rs. 500,000 in the value of peas exported ; and Norway from 17th to  30th, owing to the 
total cessation of exports of nitrolim to Ceylon :

1.
Countries.

B r itish  In d ia  . .  ^ (1)

1915. 
P er Cent. 

4 1 -1 9

1916. 
Per Cent^ 

3 5 -0 3

1917. 
Per Cent. 

3 5 -8 9
2. B urm a (3) 6 -8 8 1 4 -6 7 2 0 -3 5
3. U n ited  K in gd om (2) 2 1 -6 6 2 2 -1 1 1 7 -7
4. S tra its S ettlem en ts (4 ) 1 0 -4 1 8 -0 3 7 -0 2
6. J a p a n (6 ) 3 -2 2 .  , 4 -3 2 5 -4 5
6. U n ite d  S ta te s  o f A m erica (6 ) 2 -9 5 .  , 3 -6 5 2 -9 9
7. B orn eo  (exclu d in g  B ritish ) (8 ) -57 1 -2 8 1 -6 8
8. J a v a (7 ) 2 -2 1 1 -5 4 1 -3
9. M aid ive Islan d s (9) 1 -3 9 1 ‘12 1 -2 2

10. Sum atra (27) •37 .  . •14 •71
11. H oU and (11) •62 •78 •61
12. E g y p t

(10)
•16 •o3 •56

13. H o n g  K on g •98 •86 •47
14. F ranco (1 3 ) •64 •52 •36
1Ö. S iam (14) •78 ,  . •48 •35
16. Sw eden (2 0 ) • -29 •29 •33
17. In d ia  (exclud ing  B ritish ) (1 9 ) •41 . •37 ■28
18. N a ta l ( 2 6 )  . •6 •14 •22
19. N e w  S outh  W ales (1 6 ) . •47 •46 ■21
20. M ozam bique (23) . , ---- •26 •21
21. W estern  A ustralia (2 1 ) . •31 .  , •28 •2
“22. P ersia (1 5 ) . •5 •47

•14  ^ ..
•19

23. S o u th  A ustralia (29) . •12 , . " •IV
24. Sw itzerland (1 8 ) . •34 •37 •16
25. I ta ly (24) •21 •23 ‘ -1 3
26. C liina (exclud ing  H o n g  K ong) (1 2 ) •75 •56 •1
27. R u ssia  in  E urope (22) . --- •27 «09
28. V ictoria (25) •19 , •15 •09
29. Q ueensland •06 •03 ■08

'30. N orw a y (17) •36 . •43 •07
31 N e w  Z ealand . , • •02 * ♦ ■01 •06

NOTES ON THE PRINCIPAL IMPORTS.
, C o t t o n .

Cotton is one of the few imports to show a substantial increase over the year 1916. The total 
value of all cotton goods imported rose fromRs. 12,958,380 to Rs. 15,062,024, an increase of Rs. 2,103,644 
over 1916, and an increase of Rs. 5,578,350 over 1915. The increase is due more to a  rise in price than 
to an increase in quantity. Quantities show a very large rise in bleached and other picce goods and 
dyed yarn, but a heavy fall in lace and net and dyed and printed piece goods. Seiving thread imports 
are the smallest for a t least five'years. On the subject of piece goods in 1917, the Ceylon Chamber of 
Commerce reports as follows :—

T h e fea tu re  o f th e  Colom bo m ark et w as a g a in  th e  s tr o n g  p o sitio n  o f h o ld ers  o f  s to ck s . W ith  th e  cost 
o f  m a n u fa ctu red  goods ev er  on  th e  increase, an d  lik e ly  to  co n tin u e  so  in d e fin ite ly , s to c k s  on^thfe sp o t  grea tly  
a p p rec ia ted  in  va lu e. T he q u estio n  o f su p p ly  a n d  n o t  o f  p r ice  g o v ern ed  th e  s itu a t io n , a n d  th e  bazaar d em an d  
w a s n o t  ch eck ed  b y  h igh  prices a s  m ig h t h a v e  b een  a n tic ip a ted . ' G ood se llin g  r a te s  w ere rea lized , th o u g h  
im p orters fo u n d  i t  a n  im p ossib le  ta sk  to  ca tch  u p  rep la c in g  costs in  M anchester a t  a n y  g iv e n  tim e. ’  Im p o rts  
w ere n atin -a lly  irregular, b u t i t  i s  n o tew o rth y  th a t  th e ir  v a lu e  in  1917 g rea tly  ex ceed ed  th a t  o f la s t  y ea r , a n d  
w as th e  h ig h e s t  for  th e  la s t  four years. G rays a n d  p r in ts  fe l l  off, b u t w h ite  g ood s ca m e  in  m ore free ly , a n d l;h e  
to ta l im p o rts  (exclu d in g  th o se  th rou gh  th e  p o st, w h ich  in crea sed  con sid erab ly) sh o w ed  n o  appreciab le d ec lin e  
o n  la s t  y ea r ’s  figures.

Details of quantity and value are given in the following tables :—
Q uantity im ported.

C o tto n :—
R a w . . . .  c w t . '
W a ste  . .  owt.
L ace  an d  n e t  . .  yds.
P iece  g o o d s :—

B lea ch ed  . .  yds.
D y e d  . .  yds.
G ray . .  yds.
M uslin  . .  yds.

_  P r in ted  . .  y d s . '

 ̂ - i S :
T hread  . .  cases

Y a m  an d  t-w ist:—
B lea ch ed  . .  lb.
D y ed  . .  lb.
G ray . .  Ib.
O ther . .  Ib.

• / ----
1913. 1914. 1915. 1916.

■*
1917.

5,160 . 
1,517 . 

2,861,574 .

4 ,7 4 6  
1 ,8 9 2  

. 1 ,9 1 6 ,0 6 6

8 ,0 6 4  . 
2,401  . 

. . 1 ,929 ,965  .

7 ,477  
1,682  

. 2 ,3 6 5 ,9 3 6

6 ,6 6 5  
1,744  

. .  1 ,190 ,550

15,382,814 . 
24,071,580 . 

5,251,746 .
138,325 . .  

8,725,009 . • 
605,044 . • 
286,235 • • 

918 . .

. 2 0 ,4 4 4 ,9 1 1  . 

. 1 7 ,0 9 4 ,5 1 7  . 

. 4 ,5 9 4 ,2 8 9  . 
18 5 ,7 7 4  . 

7 ,0 3 2 ,1 7 8  . 
9 0 2 ,4 4 6  . 
223 ,381  . . 

661

. 9 ,788 ,072  . . 
. 14 ,385 ,944  . . 
. 4 ,74 2 ,4 7 0  . .

7 8 ,5 4 7  . .  
• 4 ,3 7 3 ,3 3 4  . . 

91 2 ,5 2 0  . ,  
134 ,837  . 

1 .4 2 4  . .

8 ,7 3 8 ,7 5 4  
1 7 ,1 9 6 ,2 6 8  
Y ,5 7 0 ,1 6 4  

126 ,954  
7 ,8 1 4 ,7 5 0  , 
1 ,1 3 4 ,9 8 4  c .  

34 0 ,5 0 2  . 
1 ,549  .

. .  12 ,376 ,747  

. .  1 ,4,722,843  

. .  2 ,3 4 2 ,3 7 3  
3 0 ,101  

. . .  6 ,2 3 2 ,8 7 6  
. 2 ,2 2 0 ,5 9 4  

1 5 2 ,0 1 4  
s 350

2,352 . • 
302,445 - • 

36,461 • ■ 
6,161 • •

4 ,2 5 9  . 
1 9 0 ,1 1 4  . 

. 4 4 ,9 5 2  . 
5 0 ,1 8 7  .

195 ,432  . 
199 ,183  . .  

9 6 ,327  . .  
34,076  . .

c>
2 4 ,3 2 0  . 

105 ,390  . 
8 5 ,180  . 
10,257  ' .

2 2 ,5 9 4
1 5 3 ,7 4 8

8 7 ,1 8 4
1 6 ,6 1 7
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CUSTOMS ANO SHIJPPING. i

Value of Im porto.

A l i

Cottoti :—
' 1913. 1914. 1915. ' 1916. i OÎtÎRs. Rs, Ré. ' Rs. Rs,

Raw ' . 263,893 202,467 225,2l8‘ 284,820 383,363
Waste 38,605 41,481 54,603 34,492 67,432^
Lace and Uet 333,455 249,365 190,699 332,263 166.771
Piece goods :—

Bleached . .  3,370,046 .. 4,052,122 .. 2,312,666 . 2,258,470 , . .  3,908,991
Dyed . .  5,505,346 .. 4,614,001 .. 3,593,244 . 6,002,911 '.V 5,757,459
Gray ..  1,060,258 917,991 952,489 622,777 849,887
Muslin * 29,820 42,553 13,463 32,638 17,281
Printed ' . .  1,756,234 .. 1,399,977 935,753 . 2,220,499 2,088,497
Other . . 1,013,280 .. -1,089,240 687,449 . . 1,249,248 .. 1,424,066

Thread 381,432 249,312 346,052 737,058 151,633
Yarn, and twist :—■

Blsaohed 546 2,632 48,192 16,236 12,540
Dyed 237,600 147,809 153,406 112,922 162,438
Gray 19,501 23,212 39,368 43,983 52,042
Other 3,535 29,955 31,022 10,063 19,824

Total . .  14,013,451 13,062,117 9,483,674 13,958,380 16,082924

The distribution of cotton imports as regards sources of supply is as follows :—
From 1913. 1914. 1916. 1916. 1917.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. R$.
United Kingdom ‘ 9,154,034 . . 9,036,664 .. 6,720,840 .. 8,061,806 . 9,275,996
British Possessions .. 2,863,438 ..  1,879,544 .. 2,806,612 .. 3,612,869 . 4,453,786
F o re ig n  C o u n tr ie s 1,995,979 . . 2,145,909 .. 956,222 .. 1,283,705 . 1,332,242

Total .. 14,013,451 13,062,117 9,483,674 12,958,380 15,062,024

Silk Manufactures.
Ttifese have more than lost alt the recovery of 19l8, and are now down below the figore's of 1915. 

Beiog almost entirely a luxury, the falling oif may be regatded with equanimity :—
V alue of Im port* Value of Im port*  

in  1016, in  1917,
Ra. Rs.

Deïoiiption.

Bix>ad stuff? 
Handkerchiefs, 

scarves, &e. 
Lape 
Ribbons

Value of Im ports 
in  1916.

Rs.
639,003

Value of Imports 
in  1917. 

Rs.
383,803

Description.

Velvet
Other

11,790
32,522

7.111
48,448

164,089 ..  63,710
30,867 .. 7,990 Total ..  844,065 628,336
65,494 ..  17,274

Woollen Goods.
Woollen goods have gone down by, iOughly, half a lakh ib Value, and considerably more, 

proportionately, in quantity,^ owing to a great rise in price. In  value they are still nearly one and a’ 
half lakhs,over the figttres of 1916

Description..

Berlin ’..
Blankets 
Carpets 
Flannel
Cloth and stuffs

Value of Im ports 
ift 1916.

RS.
2,386 

124,525 
26,871 
67,169 

183,078

Description.

Other

Valuè-of Import* 
in  1916.

Rsv
97,103

Total 491,222

Valué of Im ports  
in 1917. • 

Rs,
101,154

440.100

Value of Im ports 
in  1917.

Rs.
50^

112,786 
20,973 
56,300 

148,409
Manure.

The effect of the exchange crisis and the consequent difficulty ip the financing of estates is shown 
more clearly in the manure imports than in any ether branch of Customs werk. Estates, though in 
some respects thoroughly pro.sperous, found it necessary to husband their resources to the Utmost, and 
manuring programmes were very largely cut down. The rbsult was a very severe drUp in the imports of 
manure. Manure being a duty-free article, the Customs revenue was not greatly affected by the decrease. 
The figures are given in the following table

1917.1916.
Manures. Quantity Value of Quantity Value of

imported.
Cwt.

Imports.
Rs.

imported.
Cwt.

Import*

Bones 256,268 . . 1,109,069 . . 107,848 . 672,439
Basic slag 222,417 . 862,785 . 8,745 . 37,786
Blood meal 85,393 . . 1,023,883 . . 22,176 . 282,285

Castor seed poonac 256,166 . . 1,061,410 . . 68,276 . 362,910
Pish 133,628 . 713,808 . . 152,896 1 602,959
Groundnut cake .. 576,562 . . 2,715,944 . . 322,277 .,, 1,686,376
Guano , 
Kainit

24,566 . 196,369 . . 25,744 .. 165,906
80 . 416 , _ _,,

Muriate of potash .. 411 . 1,848 . . __ _  '
Nitrate of soda 63,707 . 646,455 . . 32,856 .. 660,942
Nitrate of potash, . . — » -- 1,060 .. 24,700
Rape seed poonac .. 28,186 . 100,691 . 4,000 .. 16,200
Superphosphate .. 162,033 . 706,350 . . 23,213 .. 182,531
Sulphateof ammonia 81,454 . , 1,181,065 . . 16,009 .. 257,022
Sulphate of potash.. 3,319 . 41,046 . 4,424 .. 42,580
Other 146,704 . 880,739 . . 144,070 .. 426,092

Total . .2,028,793 11,221,778 933,594 6,019,728

Principal Country supplying  
th e  Article. *

British India, owt. 107,833 
United Kingdom, cwt. 6,805 
British India, cWt. 12,233;

^United Kingdom, cwt, 9,639 
British India only 
British India, cwt. 152,274 
British India only 
British India only

Japan, cwt. 28,856 
British India only 
British India only 
Japan only 
United Kingdom only 
British India only 
British India, cwt. 138,274
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M ekila  and M eta lw are.

[Pam? II.
/

The difficulty in obtaining supplies has caused a serious decline in the value of mefals and »etal- 
•Ware imported, and the figures show a decrease of Rs. 2,426,621, dropping to a figure only slightly in 
excess of that of 1915. There are decreases under almost all heads, but pig lead and tin slabs show 
increases of Rs. 476,171 and Rs. 143,097, respectively. .

As regards sources of supply, the United Kingdom has sent only 39| per cent., as compared with 
55J in 1916, while Burma has raised her share from 17 to 33| per cent.

Details are given in the annexed tables

Articles.

Aluminium ware .. 
Brass nails and wire 
Brass sheets 
Brass ware 
■Copper nails and wh»  
Copper sheathing .. 
Copper ware 
Gold leaf 
Biardware

Iron, corrugated ..
Iron drums and tanks
Iron, galvanized ..
Iron, galvanized, barbed
Iron, hoop
Iron nails and rivets
Iron, pig
Iron, other
Lead, pig
Lead, sheet
Lead, tea lead
Lead ware
Lead, other
Muntz metal
Pe'wter ware
Plate, silver or silver-gill
Plate, electro-plate..
Plate, nickel-plate..
Quu^silver
Sbldi^
Soldering fluid 
Spelter 
Steel, blister 
Steel, cast 
Steel ware 
Tin pistes 
Tin slabs 
Tin ware 
Yellow metal 
Zinc, perforated 
Zinc slabs 
Zinc ware
Unenumerated, dutiable 
Unenumerated, free

Value.
1916.

Value.
1917. Increase, Decrease.

Bs.
7,922

Bs.
1,050 . .

Bs. Es.
6,872

86,399 . .  ' 5,939 .. -- - 30,360'
28,706 15,606 . . _ 13,100 «

. .  329,347 . .  ,186,832 . . — 142,515
28,999 3-,796 . . — 25*203
29,959 25,588 . . — 4.371
52,380 38,810 . . — 13,570

429 451 .. 22 -- -
. .  2,225,417 . .  1,532,035 . . — 693,382

bar .. 79,882 . .  • 93,946 .. 14,064
rod ..  269,952 . .  324,630 . . 64,678

6,023 . . --- — 6,023
67,271 . .  128,636 .. 61,365

. .  1,2$8,299 . .  635,924 . . — 662,373
wire . .  204,029 21,001 .. — 183,02$

. .  830,271 ~ . .  621,890 .. — 308,381

. .  ^90,583 . .  313,111 .. — 277,472
54,067 34,627 .. — 19,440

. .  373,430 . .  " 313,306 •.. — 60,124
2,441,910 . .  2,918,081 .. 476,171

5,283 607 .. — 4,676
. .  418,932 . .  196,631 . . — ‘ 222.301

4,107 915 . . — 3,192
2,464 1,587 . . — *877
3,822 . * --- — 3,822

492 2,758 . . 2,266
37,33.1 70,441 . . 33,110

. .  112,119 66,761 . . — 45,358
1,S73 88 . . --- , 1 , ^
5,228 732 . . — 4,49«

. .  51,038 23,701 .. — 27,387
21,509 13,303 . . — 8,206

92 98 . . _ 6
, .  260 119 . . --- ■ 141
. .  599,084 . .  176,483 .. — 422,601

38,256 51,103 . . 12,847
. .  177*309 . .  206,314 . . 29,005

95,610 . .  238,707 .. 143,097
50,498 12,658 . . — 37,840
13,605 10,429 . . — 3,076
30,762 35,049 . . 4,297
15,496 6,636 . . — 8,861

. .  23,401 8,480 . .  - —
6,703 12,196 . . 5,493 . -

26,852 9,016 . . — 17,836

Total ...I0,6$6,69l 8,260,070 836,421 3,263,042

Deduct Increase 836,421 *

Nett Decrease 2,426,621

Value of Metftl aad Metalware in 1917.
From

United Kingdom 
Burma ’
United States of America 
Japan
Straits Settlements

Bs.
3 279 924 
2,787 824 
1,101,720 

355,411 
295,932

Per Cent. 
= 3 9 |
= 33f

13J 
H  
3*

After remaining more or less constant for one year, the decline in the importatiofi of spirits has 
again'become marked, and the figmes for 1917 show a drop of more than 60 per cent, as regards quantity 
imported, and of, roughlyr one-third as regards quantity cleared for home consumption. Difficulties in 
obtaining supplies, a large rise in price, and the increase of the duty in June, 1917, from Rs. 9 "37 to
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Rs. 11 • 25 a prooi gallon have all contributed to the result. In spite of the raising of the duty, the revenue 
from spirits fell by, roughly, seven lakhs. Details are as follows:—

Description.

1916. 1917.

Quantity
imported.

Quantity 
entered for 
Home Con­
sumption.

Value of 
Imports. Duty. Quantity

imported.

Quantity 
entered for 
Home Con­
sumption.

Value of 
Imports. Duty.

> Gallons. Gallons. Bs. Rs. 0. , Gallons. Gallons. Bs. Rs. c.

Brandy 52,330 48,623 483,619 418,709 33 17,327 20,956 205,421 .189,952 50
Gin' 88,8961 77,338 471,432 634,330 13 25,441 41,373 187,544 360,227 86
Liqueurs 1,279 1,279 17,655 11,986 63 681 681 11,632 8,740 0
Rum > 279 279 2,335 2,315 30 51, 61 588 620 so
Spirits of wine ' 188 168 1,762 2,200 18 139 130 987 2,216 46
Whisky 115,251 99,068 946,796 801,214 20 67,823 69,009 734,028 605,408 51
Other .. . 4 4 230 45 21 2 2 60 22 60

Total .. 258,227 226,749 1,922,619 1,870,800 98 1 1 1 , 4 7 4 132,221 1,140,250 1,167,188 62

Nice.
The imports of rice shotv a falling oS of 319,843 cwt., as compared with 1916, though the number 

»f bags imported actually rpse from 5,077,043 to 5,124,267, the discrepancy being due to a large decrease 
in the number of the heavy bags which come from the Straits Settlements and Siam. The average weights 
of bags of rice as imported in to Colombo are ;— •

Calcutta
Í Boiled rice 
(Raw rice 

Tuticorin and Dhanushkodi

168 lb." a bag. 
164 do.
195 do.
196 do.

Singapore /Small tegs  
°  ^ (Large bags 

Siam ..

172 lb. a teg. 
248 do.
244 do.

Irregularity of shipments caused temporary inconvenience from time to time, but there was no 
serions shortage, and the supply for the year was sufficient to meet all reqnitements. Owing to paucity 
of toimage, arrangements were made to utilize for rice the spare bunker space on transports from ïlangoon, 
which complete their hunkering in Colombo, and aj>preciable relief was obtained by this means.

The unusual conditions imposed on shipping by the war have cansed considerable variatifMus m 
the somce of supply, and, as foreslmdowed in 1916, Burma has now taken ffist place, its exports excOeding 
those of British India by 55,219 cwt. Imports from th§ Straits Settlements fell by more than half, and 
those from Siam from 35,939 to 112 cwt. Shipping difficulties led to  a further increase in the ríce 
traffic by the Indo-Ceylon rail route mâ Talaimannar, no less than 1,421,848 bags being imported by this 
route, as compared with 1,194,511 in J915 and 962,32$ in 1914.

in spite of the dilScnlties of freight and finance, prices remained steady, and the average price of 
estate rice was Rs. 4*56 a bushel, a rise of only 8 cents over the- price for IMS. The establishment of 
the Chalmers Granaries, which operate as an open centralmarket, is believed tOhaVe contributed largely 
to this result.

Quantities imported are shown in the followinĝ  table ;-h*
Country.

British India 
Burma
Maidive Islands 
. Straits Settlements 
China (excluding 

Kong) -
Kong

1916.
Cwt;

3,729,099
3,109,478

21
1,147,661

34

1917.
Owt.
3,586,642 
3,641,s6i

486,754

Country.

India (excluding British) 
Japan '.. . .
Siam

Total ..

1916.
etrti

61,730
2

36,939

8,P73,964

 ̂ 1917.
Cwt. 
38,745 

7 
H2

7,764,121

Imports of sugar- have been maintained better than might have been expected, considering the 
acute shortage in some parts of the world, and refined sugir shotvs a shght increase both in ^uantiijy 
and Value as compared with 1910- The drop in the imports of unrefined sngar and jaggery is due to a 
reduced demand on the part of the Sugar Factory, which had obtained an excessive supply, in 1916. 
The quantities and sources of supply fm 1916 and 1917 are shown in the followingtable

191«. 
— .A _

m 7 . 
^ ___

Jaggery.
British India 
Maldives

Quantity.
Imported. Cleared. 

Cwt. Cwt.

.. 180,660.. 180,560..

Value. Duty.
Bs. Rs. e,

902,797.. 135,453 93.,

Quantity.
Imported. Cleared. 

Cwt. Cwt.

. 40,685.. 40,686.. 
I . .  1 ..

Value.
Rs.

203,429.. 
Ï 2 ..

Duty. 
Rs. e.

30,520 66 
0 76

Total . . 180,660 180,560 902,797 135,453 93 40,686 40,686 203,441 30,521 42
0 7

Situar, Unrefined.
British India . 8,897.. 8,897.. 97,875.. 15,563 60 .. 3,078.. 3,078.. 33,864 .. 5,388 43
India, "Other thàn 

British .. 4 . .  4 .. 62.. 8 2 9 .. — .. —  .. — —

* Total . . 8,90r 8,901 97,927 15,661 89_ 3,078 3,078 33,864 5,388 43

 ̂'
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1916. 1917.

[Pakt II.
"" /

r------------ -----Ä------- A_________
Quantity,

-----  ̂ -̂---------------------------
Quantity.

_________ >
Imported, Cleared. Value. Duty. Imported. Cleared Value. Duty.

Sugar, Refined.
Cwt. Cwt. Rs. Rs. 0 . Cwt. "Cwt. Rs. Bs. c.

United Kingdom . 272. 282.. 10,835.. 846 4 7 .. 1 2 .. 12. 609. 34 90
British India 2,499. 2,499.. 37,489.. 7,615 5 8 .. 6,931.. 6,931. . .103,973. 20,797 86
British Guiana __ , — .. 9 . . 1 1 3 .. — .. — , --- —
Burma —- __ , , , __ . , 1 . . 1 . 25. 5 20
Hong Kong 
India, excludin

75,581. 76,581.. 1,296,682.. 226,847 2 . .  33,860.. 33,860. . 673,886. 101,590 1

Biitish 5. 6 . .  89 .. 17 8 1 .. — .. — . ---
Natal 1 .. 1 ..  2 0 .. 6 4 4 .. — .. — . --- —
New South Wales . 1,897.. 1,897.. 39,128.. 6,695 8 2 .. 1,175.. 1,175. . 27,197. 3,626 0
Mauritius' 319.. 319.. 7,030.. 957 6 5 .. 1 .. 1. 25. 4 50
South Australia 1,668. 1,668.. 35,619.. 5,004 9 6 .. 940.. 940. . 20,705. 2^827 60
Straits Settlement 72,217. 72,217.. 1,667,827. 216,667 8 6 .. 167,357.. 167,357 . .3,547,187. 502,078-28
Victoria 242. 242.. 6,682 . 726 7 0 .. 144.. 144. 3,557. 432 54
Western Australia. 698.. 698.. 11,757.. 1,796 2 5 .. — .. — • --- * • —
Belgium 249.. 249.. 3,735.. 747 0 . .  — .. ---  . . --- —
China 898.. 898.. 16,393.. 2,713 2 8 .. 353.. 353. 7,027.. 1,061 26
France ■--- — .. 2 . . 0 3 8 .. — .. — . --- —
Java 189,209.. 180.209..3,260,009.. 

22,808.. 388,630..
540,655 4 0 .. 128,928.. 127,928. .?,376,644.'. 383,785 41

Japan 22,808.. 68,433 5 6 .. 22,872.. 22,872. 417,232.. 68,712 25

Total . . 359,463 359,473 6,780,936 1,078,622 31 362,674 361,674 7,178,067 1,084,854 7Ì

Coal.

The coal trade has been a subject of peculiar 4ifficulty during the year, and has been at times a 
matter of considerable anxiety. The great difficulty has been to obtain freight, while the restf’iction on 
exports has reduced supplies from the.-United Kingdom to 17,417 tons, as compared with 263,054 tons 
in 1914. IncUa has been unable to supply the deficiency, local fiifficulties in the mines‘having operated, 
to. accentuate the tonnage difficulties. AH important sources of supply shoyr considerable shortages, 
and the year closed with a serious deficiency in this important commodity. The Ceylon government 
supply suffered equally with commercial suppHes. Hie train service was reduced early in the year, a^d 
the position became so serious in December that further drastic reductions in the train service became 
fiecessary. Steps had been taken during the latter part of the year to place the import and distribution 
of coal under control, and these resulted in the establishment early in 1918 of a Coal Board under the 
Chairmanship of the Principal Collector of Customs.

Imports of Coal (exclusive of Admiralty and Ceylon Government Coal).
- Country ol Produetioiu 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917.

Tons. Tons. Tons. , Tons.
Dnited Kingdom  ̂ , 263;054 . . 67,325 . .  39,256 . .  17,417 

. .  227,261British India . . 269,575 . . 451,962 . .  446,437
Natal 42,406 . . 46,475 5,812 . .  ll,12ti
New South Wales — . 21,646 . . --- 1,654
Other British Possessions in

Africa . . . • 6,767 . 47,498 . .  42,172 . .  24,471
'’China 164 — . . ---
1 Cochin-China . . , , --- ■ . --- ‘ 1,650 . . — o
Japan 10,340 . 17,516 . .  19,776 8,201
Mozambique ■.
Other Foreign Coimtries in

6,815 . — , . .  20,574 . .  16,655

Africa --- . — — 6,017

Total , , 598,657 641,585 675,677 311,696

The imports of Admiralty and Ceylon Government coal during 1917 were 236,242 and 84,851 
tons, respectively, as compared with 176,77d and 120,367 tons in. 1916.

The following table shows the imports and exports of coal (exclusive of Admiralty and Ceylon 
Government coal) during the last ten years —

Coal Exports (including 
Quantity supplied for 

use of Steamers). 
Tons.

694.652
676.653 
626.8'iS 
613,779 
304,229

Year. Coal Imports.
Coal Exports (including 
Quantity supplied for Yeas. Coal Imports.

1908
Tons. ■ 

697,535

use of Steamers). 
Tons. 
671,256 1913

Tons.
744,529

1909 652,741 651,102 1914 698,957
1910 801,379 774,782 1916 641,586
1911 665,047 ■ 741,657 1916 675,677'
1912 885,661 719,282 1917 311,696

K erosin e O il a n d  P etro l.

Imports of kerosine oil show a falling off of nearly 700,000 gallons from the figures of 1916, and 
are now lower than in any year since 1909. This, again, is attributable chiefly to lack of the necessary 
tonnage. At the same time petrol has shown an unexpected rise from 776,092 to 884,093 gaHoiOs. Â  
usual with these commodities, there have been considerable fluctuations in the sources of supply. Persia
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has fallen off by, roughly, 600,000 gallon  ̂of kerosine and Borneo by 570,000, Sumatra has improved its 
position by some 620,000 gallons of jkerosine oil and 120,000 gallons of petrol, and the United States of 
Amérf  ̂lay à20,000 gallons of kerosine. Increased cost of Carriage hasicd to a corresponding increase 
of pricé, which has risen steadily from Rs^7‘15 a case in January, 1916, to %. 9'5l in November, J917.

The restriction of the rebate of duty on kerosine oil and petrol introduced in September, l910,ded 
to a substantial decrease in the amounts refunded, which reached their highest figures m 1916. The 
amounts refunded were as follows

Kerosine oil 
Petrol

1918.
- R«. 0. 

47,727 70 
138,787 28 '

1916. 
Rs. 0 . 

72,834 92 
163,167 55

1917. 
Rs. e. 

39,750 28 
41,274 78

Total 186,514 98 226»992 47 81^025 6

-

Impqrts of Kerosinc Oil.
Tear-
1908
1909
1910

' -1911 . .  . . .  
1912

Gallons.
4,362,470
3,424,591
4,667,474
4,427,074
4,9l7,895

year.
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917

...
Gallons.
4,693,366
6,186,153
5,675,959
4,960,785
4,288.647

Imports according to Countries.
Countries. 

Bulk Oil.

1915,
Gallons.

1916,
Gallons.

1917.
Gallons.

Borneo (excluding British) 
'Persia 
Sumatra
United’ States of America

. .  ' 267,250 

. .  1,275,230

2,569,471

1,837,926
1,139,867

200,779
#66,650

1,447,656
645,222
827,383

3 Total . .  4,111,951 3,685,222 2,821.261

Ca^e Oil.
British India
Borneo (excluding British) 
Russia in Europe . .  
United States of America

22 ..  
7,936

3 ..  
. .  1,556,047

184,076 .̂ 

1,141,488 1.

3,960

1,463,326

Total . .  1,664,008 1,325,654 1,467.286

Imports of Petrol.
Countries; 1914.

Gallons.
1915.

Gallons.
1916.

Gallons,
1917. ,

Gallons.
United Kingdom 
Burma ..
Borneo (excluding British) 
Persia . .  . 
Sumatra ..
United States of America.

6 . .
28,838 ..  

628,996 .. 
39,267 ..

3,976 ! !

56.4,214

11,880
31,680

690,665 !

$1,477 ! 
3,260 .

. 660,114

! 218,800 
5,179

Total ... 701,082 607,774 776,092 884,093

Liquid Fuel.

Imports of liquid fuel were Well maintained, and, indeed, showed a considerable increase over 
1916, though failing to reach the record figure of 1915. The following table illustrates fluctuations in 
the source of supply similar to those noticed in the case of kerosine oil and petrCl

a
Country of Production.

Import of Liquid Fuel, 1913-17. 
1913. 1914. 1915. ’ 1916. 1917.

British CeSonies;-^ 
Straits Settlements

Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. ' Gallons. 

129,683 . .

Gallons.

Poreign Countries:-—
Borneo, excluding British . .  
Persia

4,632,422 640,522 . .  2.083,514 . .  4,194,424 .. 5,122,843
— . 2,826,279 1,635,105 641,077 .. -- *

Boumania . .  . , — 99,501 __ . . --- ---»
Sumatra ... , — . __ . .  3,795,563 1,531,463
United States of America . . 665,278 . — — . . ---- —.

„Total
- - ... m- r- ■

5,187,700 3,666,302 7,614,182 4,965,184 6,654,306

    
 



A 16 CEÏXON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917.

Wines.

[Pabt I I .

Tb0fe has been a decrease of nearly 50 per cent, in quantities imported and in duties recovered 
under the heading of Wipes. The only item to show an increase is hook in wood. Figures have fallen 
considerably below those <5f 1915, and show a distinct contraction of expenditure on this particular 
luxury. Owingdio increased prices, values have not fallen in proportion to quantities. The details are 
given in thO following table

• - • 1916. 1917.

Wittes.
Quantity entered 

for Home 
COttSUiiiption.

Value, of 
ImpoRs. Duty.

Quantity entered 
for Home , 

Consumption.
Value of 
Imports. Duty.

- Gallons. Rs. Rs. 0. Gallons. Ks, Rs. 0,
Sparkling

Champâgtt.6 2,744 .. 63.520 . . 6,865 69 1,905 .. 54,037 . .  4,774 63
'Other . .  

Still -
1,161 . . 16,094 . . 2,905 94 339 . . 4,463 .. t.876 48

' ' ' fin bottle 
Burgun<fy lin ^ ood 447 . . 8,514 674 76 166 1,778 . .  ' 251 95

1,860 . . 6,784 . 1,860 0 1,305 . . 4,718 1,305 50
Claret 'in bottle 1,090 . . 7,831 . 1,381 51 464 . . 4,26» . .  . 684 42

,in wood 0,877 .. 27,472 . 4,944 58 6,321 .. 18,402 3,169 96
Ginger in bottle 540 . . 2,812 270 63 308 .. ' 2,185 154 41

,in wood 79 .. 372 39 58 27 ,. 153 13 63
Hbck i in. bottle 154 .. 1,215 194 26 45 .. 487 67 71

;itt wood 191 . . 640 95 50 296 .. 1,163 1 4 9  8
Port . in bottle 4,762 .. 45,725 7,131 99 2,721 ., 31,391 . .  4,121 <3

in wood ..  13,425 . . 4 5 , 5 4 4  . . 13,426 50 6,983 .. 28,782 . .  6,983 26
Sherry j in bottle 588 .. 6 , 7 7 2  . 886 64 367 .. 4,201 552 70

in wood 1,914 . . 7,967 . . 1,916 Ô 667 .. 4,121 667 26
in bottle . .  U,032 .. 89,975 . . 16,604 78 . .  4,697 .. 62,250 . 7,087 94
in wood 5,818 . . 18,155 . . 5,819 3 3 1,899 .. 8,160 . 1,903 47

Total «5,672 342,802 65,014 68 .28,500 , 220,65^9  ̂32,633 47

Tobacco, Çigara, and Cigarettes. «
Wai difiSculties still have but httle effect on the consumption of this form of luxury. Imports of 

manufaotnted tobacco have fallen from 26,588 to 15,229 lb., but more cigafs and only slightly less 
cigarettes bat©, been impotted, while the quantities cleared for home consumption show an iheiease of, 
roughly, 1,400 lb. of eigaru and 32,000 lb. of cigarettes, the total quantity so cleared being 336,567 lb., 
as against $11,428 lb. in l9l6 and 274,677 lb. in 1915. Import flgures are as follows :—

Year.
Cigars.

lb.
Cigarettes.

lb.

Manufactured
Tobacco.

Ib.
Total.

lb.
Î913 .. , .  ‘21,285 336,528 49,487 408,000
1914 . .  22,899 318,204 36,006 377.719
1915 .. . .  22,890 214,840 17,327 255,057
1916 .. . .  31,019 329,105 26,528 386,652
1917 .. . .  36,418 313,761 15,229 365,408

. M otor Vehicles.

ThO raising of the duty on motor ears fexcept lorries) m 1916 fromi 5 | to $3| per cent, nbt having 
had the duidred efieoViheduty was further raised to 100 per cent, on February 12,1917. This effectually 
checked importations, the enhanced duty being paid on only seven cars. The figures given in the following 
table illustrate the effect of thé duty. It is hafdly necessary to pomt out.that the German car appearing 
m the return did not come direct from its country of origm. In «addition to the complete cars shown in 
this retrup, 17 chassis and 32 lorries were imported :—

Imports of Motor Cars, ©xoluding Motor Lorries and Chassis, 1913-17.

Country of Rroduotion.
1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1911

No. Value. No. Value, No. Value. No. Value. No. Value.

United Kingdom 234
Es.

1,499,006 289
Rs.

1,642,042 90
Rs.

710,800 43
-Rs.

' 147,001 3 2
Es.

123,728
British India 6 71,896 1 22,869 -------  ■ — — c __
New South Wales 1 1,500 — — ------ - — -------- __
Belgium I 3,641 — — — — — _ __
Prance 21 135,631 8 153,206 3 123,695 7 29,092 __
Germany 25 370,022 31 319,771 2 21,045 1 3,000 < 1 5,317
Italy . . 4 35,917 1Ò 73,522 4 148,484 1 7,416 1 6,138
Switzerland 1 6,000 — — — — _____

United States of America 116 276,601 120 346,760 174 672,651 470 1,620^892 43 113,726

Total . . 407j2,400,114 459 2,658.170 273 1,676,575 .529 i„707,400 77 247,909
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The continued prosperity of the geneial export tradn of Ceylon in spite of al} difficulties is k 
constant source of gratification, inasmuch as it proves the essential hatiue of our products, and justifies 
the anticipation that Ceylon will continue to escape suffering any material injury from the war.

The total Value of the export trade for 1917 constitutes yet another record in the Iiistory cff the 
Colony’s trade, amounting to the sum of Es. 316,980,455, an advance of more than 7 «ulhon rupees 
beyond the record created in 1916. Export trade throughput the year has been beset tritfi innumerable 
difficulties. The year opened with a serious exchange crisis-^the inevitable-consequence of ^ e excess 
of exports over imports- înVolvjng grave difficulties, which continued more or less acute throughout the 
whole year. Freight was extremely uncertain, and though jn the aggregate, as the returns show,, the 
greatef part of the Ceylon crops, except Certain classes of coconut produce, were* ultimately moved,. 
there were times Vrhen the outlook Ws by no means reassuring. Further difficulties were caused by the 
restrictions.imposed on the export of certain products and the need for obtaining export licenses in 
London, and by the sudden restriction of imports into the United Kingdom in February, when imports > 
of tea,-cacao, and nuts used for fruit .(¿.e., desiccated coconut, so far as Çeylon was concerned) Were 
reduced, the first to about one-third, and the Others tp one-half, Of the previous year’s imports. Goconut 
produce, except coconut oil and desiccated çocoUutj again suffered, the nett decrease in the value of 
exports of coconut produce as compared with 1916, itself a bad year, being Es. 8,20^840. Tea fell by 
9 | million rupees, cacaa by just oVer 1 million rupees, and plumbago by nearly 700,000. Average 
prices in Ceylon of the staple exports fell in every case* Ehese adverse factors Were, however, more 
than counterbalanced by another phenomenal rise in the exports of rubber, which showed an increase 
of 159,107 cwt. in quantity and of Es, ¿7,455,864 in yal«e.

The following table shows the total value of the export trade for the last four years, further details 
being given in Appendix 6

1914. 1916. 1919. 1917.
RS. , Bs. R s, ♦ Rs.

210,711,408 . .  266,7a3i250 . .  284,8X7,976 . .  292,625,008
7,652,448 7,642,729 ..  12,667;929 *. 11,535,449
1,010,200 . .  1,193 . .  35,250- 2,784,500^

11,532,980 . .  18,536,300 ... 12,274,180 . .  10,035,498

Ceÿlon produce 
' Imports re-exported 
Specie . .  ’
Cdal for use of steamers •.

Total - . .  230,907,026 285,913,480 309,816,335 316,980,465

The distribution of the principal exports in 1917 betweOh the United Kingdom, British Possessions,, 
and Poreign Countries is shown in the following return

r To United To Brttisb To Foreign
staple Articles. Kingdom. Possessions. CpunfaSes.

Rs. Bs. Rs.
Arecanuts 2,700 .. 2,646,991 .. 4,31(r
Cacao . .  . . 536,121 .. 446,605 . . 824,067
Cardamoms . . 77,454 .. 134,006 . . 157,849
Cinchona ., 629
Cinnamon . .  - 137,807 .. 92,972 . . 736,991)
'Sooonut, desiccated 2,975,217 .. 2,121,233 . . 4,264,56«
Coconut, fresh 66 380,865 . . 60
Coffee . .  . , I l5  . . 466 . . 575
Coir stuffs 843,656 .. 371,400 . . 190.691
Copra . . 2,168,230 .. 5,707,311 . . 5 ,3 3 9 ,9 5 4

oFihre, kitul . . 1 1 , 8 4 5  . . 3 ,5 7 5 . . . 746
Fibre, palmyra 11,658 .. 2 O3  . . 1,575
Gil, eooomit . .  . . 8,382,605 .. 816,473 . . 881,691

■ Oil, essential and other kinds . . 297,053 ... . 1 4 4 , 7 8 7  . . 789,344
Plumbago . , 3,366,663 . . 53,340 . . 18,388,495
Poonac . .  . , 90,807 .. 63,336 —

Rubber 69,365,618 .. .4,747,676 . . 66,864,495
Skins (dressed and undressed). . 3 1 2 ,660- . . 396,327 . . —

Tea 42,083,868 .. 30,143,529 . . 23,436,083
Timber (worked and nnworked) 4,228 .. 110,302 . . 7,309
Tobacco, unmanufactured . . ---. . . 651,670 . . —

Total . * 120,036,661 4 9 ,2 7 4 , 9 9 1 121,889,327

The following table shows the proportions of Ceylon products taken by the principal countries 
during the last three years, the relative positions for 1916 being shown in brackets. The United Kiugdom 
remains at the head of the list, but its margin over the United States has beeh greatly reduced. EedU^d 
exports of tea, cacao, desiccated coconut, and copra to the Û nited Kingdom, and increased exports of 
tea and rabber to the United States largely account for this change. Canada with its increased imports 
of tea, rubber, and desiccated coconut has risen from 13th to 4th place with 3‘17 per cent, of the total 
exports. Its previous highest place was 7th id 1914 with 1’97 percent. Increased exports eff GO*pra 
and of tea for military purposes to India have raised that country from 5th to 3rd place with 4*66 per 
cent., but tho discrepancy between the first'two countries and the rest is more marked than ever, these 
two absorbing no le$s than 74‘39 per cent, of the total exports. HoUand. with '5 per cent, regains'a 
place in the list, taking 14th place, as compared with 13th in 1915, owing to exports of copra and coconut, 
oil. There were ho direct exports to Holland in 1916. Spain drops out of the list owing to its greatly 
reduced imports Of cinnamon and desiccated coconut, and South America takes 20tb place with increased 
imports of tea. Italy iifiĵ rov'ed its position o-ndng to increased imports of Ceylon rubber; while France, 
Russia in Europe, H<mg -Kong, Denniark, and Norway all lost ground owing to decreased imports

9(n)18 ■■ _
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respectifçly ùi copra, tea, and plumbago, rubber (for transhipment), copra, and copra and poonac. 
Distribution has been acutely affected by war conditions, and the figures do not afford a true indication 
of th ç nOroiai fiow 6f the Colony’s exports :—  ̂ -

1.

Country. 

Ünited Kingdom (1) . .

1915. 
Per Cent. 
55-05

1916. 
Per Cent. 

. , 45-89

1917. 
Per Cent. 
41-07

2. tTnited States of America (2) . . 18-39 26 •87 33-32
3. Rritish India (5) . . ■«2-39 2-53 4-66
4. Canada (13) .. 1-08 •89 3-17
5. Prance- (3) . . •91 . 5 2-57

. 6. Victoria . . (7) . . 2-57 . 2-01 2-27
7, New South Wales (6) . . 2-26 2 ‘07 2-08

‘ 8. Russia in. Asia (8) . . 2-06 . 1*96 1-38
. 9.’ Russia in Europe (4) . . 3-99^ , 4-17 

1
1-23

■*10. New Zealand (12) . . 1-4 1-14
11. Egypt (11) .. •96 , ' 1-24 •8
12. China (excluding. 

Kong) . .
Hong

(9) . . l-44~ 1-74 •75
13, Cape Colony (15) . . •35 •31 •62
H . Holland . . •94 •6
15, Italy (22) •05 •17 •39
16, Denmark . . (10) . . 2-14^ 1-42 •38
17. South Australia (18) . . •42 •25 •34
18. Japan (16) . . •31 •33
10. Straits Settlements (20) . . •27 •2 •3
20. South America •03 '03 •3
31. Natal (17) •36 • , -29 •26
22. Heng Kong (14) .. •06 •34 •25
23. Philippine Islands (19) . . •13 •21 •25
24. Mozambique (27) . . •05 •08 •23
25. Queensland (25) .. •22 , -14 •23
26. Western Australia (23) . . •T7 •15 •2
87, N ewfonndland <24) . . •08 •14 •12
28. Norway . , (21) •• ■9 •19 ,-09

. 20. Burma •01 . -02 t • •06

The foH<«eittg table shows Uhe variations in the aVer^e local prices of Ceylon’s steSple exports 
for the last five years. Prices generally fell shaqfiy. The impfoVement of 1916 was more than Icfst, 
and hi nine out o f the fourteen item s in the list the prices afe the lowest for a t least six years, the drop 
in the cases of cacao, bristle fibre, cinnamon, and copra being exceptionally heavy. The varying 
restrictions governing exports during the year make the Calculation of the average price, especially of 
tea, a matter of considerable difficulty, and the figures given must be regarded as mere approximations :—

Articles.

Areoanuts ...
• Cacao * i
Cinchona barb

Coir yam ♦.
Coconut o i l . *
Cinpainon» plantation
Copra ♦,
Plumbago (lerge and ordinary 

lumps)
Plumbago (chips, dust, and per ton 
. flying dust)

Rubber ‘ .
Tea

per cwt. 
per cwt. 
per lb.
per cwt.
per owt. 
per cwt. 
per cwt. 
per owt. 
per cwt. 
per ton

1913. 1914. 1916. 1916. 1917.
Rs. 0 . Rs. c. Rs. 0 . Rs. 0 . Rs. c.

. .  29 78 . . 19 30 . . 19 47 . 22 74 . . 19 18

. .  44 3 . . 37 76 . . 37 48 . 38 57 . . 24 84
. .  0 4 i  . . 0 6 i  . . 0 6 i  . 0 6 i . . ■ 0 6J
. .  6 17 . , 5 67 . . 4 60 .

f 8 11 
\  1 87 < . .

5 93 
1 80

. .  1357  . . 12 48 ^. 10 58 9 99 . . . 9 20

. .  30 80 . . 27 54 , . 25 -84 . 27 26 23 19
. .  77 28 - . . 62 72 . . 47- 4 . 48 16 39 20
. .  9 84 . . 10 26 . . 9 24 . 12 2 . . 8 8
. .  18 76 . . 16 46 . . A 4  61 16 69 <. . 12 25
. .  441 72 .. 418 91 . . 641 25 . 873 61 . .  

(Jan.-July)
825 0-

. .  270 64 . . 264 65 . . 297 76 . 478 66 
(Jan.-July)

452 68

. .  1 92 1 4 2  - • 1 «5 . 1 79 . . Ï 49
. .  0 45-84 .. 0 56'79. 0 61'79 .. 0-49

per lb. 
per lb.

Average price as entered by e^fMerS.

NOTES ON THE PRiNCifAL EXPORTS.
Bubber.

^  The first placé goes this year for the first time to  ruhbef. Which has now taken the place of tea, 
as the most Valuable of thè Colony’s exports. Inasmuch as the production of tea shows no signs of 
considerable increase while the production of rubber is steadily elspauding, and is not likely to reach its 
highest point for a considerable number of years, there is  very Ijtrie prospect th at tea will evef be able 
to oust rubber from the first place, imless wholly unforeseen circumstances should arise. The history 
of Ceylon trade, however, affords an interesting example of the Vicissitudes of fortune in the rise and fall 
of coffee and cinchona bark, and those who would place entire confidence in  rubber m i^ t ¿o worse than 
consider the figures of the coffee trade, which in 1870 showed e^ o rts of 1,014,009 cwt., -but in 1917 
showed an export of only 20 owt.; or of cinchona bark exports, which fell from 14,700,000 lb. in 1886 to  
4,141 lb. in 1914. ■

The exports of rubber rose in 1917 from 5 4 | million pormds to  72 J m illion * Prices, were not as 
good as in 1916, being affected by exchange difficulties, which necessitated payment forrubber by demand 
drafts' on London, by temporary difficulties as regards freight, and by the war teade regulations. ' There
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was no public sale in Colombo for the i^st-seven weeks Of the year̂  and the average firice for the year 
fell from Re. 1'79 to Re. 1 -49 a lb.* falling to it? lowest (Re. j •23) in Receniber. The total value of the 
rubbar exported was roughly 131 milHon rupees, an increase of Rs. 27,455,864 oVer the previous year. 
The export dutynn rubber realized Rs. 4,832,057.

The following table shows the distribution of Ceylon grown rubber exports ;—

- 1915.
lb.

1916.
lb.

- 1917. 
Ibi

■United Kingdom . 26,898,371 • • 24,696,285 . .  34,432,520
British India . , 630 . . 1*754 2,119
Canada - , 161,035 ..  

22*337 ..
6,720 1,306,536

Hong Kon^ . . 291,200 ' 3,V24
New South 'Wales 56,000 .. 232,739 158,113
South Australia —

43,680
. .  26

Straits Settlements - 124,041 .. 
911,337 ..

28L
Victoria 604,836 1,001,173
Western Australia — 56
China (excluding Hong Kong) •.

589,141 .
---- 29

France , .  - 1,588,608 1,635,677
Italy 487,040- 548,127
Japan 269.621 .. 331*240 201,642
Russia in Asia 59,360 . . 293,674 . ,  229,67$.

. Russia in Europe 32$,848 .. —rr • *
South America --- . . . --* 19,066
United States of America ., 19,383,095 .. 26,236,435 . ,  32,791*537

Total ,.. 48,803,816 54,509,267 72,329,290

As with all the principal exports; distribution was largely governed by war conditions, and must 
be regarded as abnormal. The United Kingdom hS.s regained fust place by an increase' of nearly 10 

' million pounds ; United Statea of America, Canada, Victcuia, and Italy ah show large increases-1 Rong 
Kong, New South Wales, and Japan sho-\̂  considerable decreases. The increased production Was absorbed' 

^ without any great difBiculty, but the serious drop in price caused a movement to be set on foot tawUrds 
the ÿlose of the year with the object of temporarily reducing the output. No definite action Was, however, 
taêen in 1917.

Tea.

The weather, which was exceptionally favourable for rubber, j^oved in ihe lattmi part of the year 
unfavourable for tea. This, together With finer plucking and reduced cultivation programmés, led. to 

^ ort crops on many estates, and the total quantity of tea exported fell from 203| to 195J mjyion pounds, 
the value faUrQg from lOSJ to 95̂  million rupees.

Tea producers experienced to the full the diflSculties imposed by war eondirions. Not only did 
they sufier in common with other cnltivators the troubles of exchange and freight, but in February they 
suddenly found that exports to the United Bungdom, always their biggest customer, ■taking more than 
half the total exports, were to be cut d o^  by, roughly, one-third. This- necessitated an elaborate 
system of* permits, which entailed much extra wOrk on shippers and om this Department and on a com­
mittee of meibhants, whose valued assistance contributed largely to -die smooth workiag of the system. 
Imports into the United Kingdom were, however, increased again towards the close of the year,.when a 
Tea Commissioner was appointed to control all exports to the United Kingdom, und the total exports 
to the United Kingdom were only 27,650,116 lb. less than in 1916. Other noticeable decreases were to 
Egypt 2,242,272 Ih.) o'^ng to smaller Aimy requirements there, China (-*- 4,889,-058-Ih), RuC^ in 
Asia ('— 548,426 lb.), and Russia hi Europe 11,239,579 Ih.) owing to the serious decline in the Russian 
demand caused by the internal disorders m Russia. America and the British Colonies Came to the 
rescue with largely increased demands. The United States of America (4-15,249,339 lb.) nearly trebled 
its imports, while those to Canada (-f 7,661,668 Ib.) Were much more than doubled; Cape Colony’s 
imports were just doubled ( 1,668,872 lb.) ; Hong Kong tôok J,054,993*us against 177,690 Ibî (-}- 877,̂ 03
lb.), while the various members of the Australian Commonwealth showed a nett increase of just over 
3 million pomids, and NeW Zealand of 1,379,123 lb.; Ifoitish India (mostly for Army requiremmits) 
showed an increase of 3,404,360 lb. Full details Will be found in Appendix 7.

In order to steady the local market and to secure for Ceylon its fair share of available fjoimage, 
imports of tea into Ceylon, whether for lOoal sale or transhipment, were prohibited, except under license 
as from August 8, 1917, and imports for sale in Ceylon were restricted to those marks and -quantities 
which had usually been sold here.

The .total exports of tea for the last hve years werè as follows ;-t—
Year.
1913
1914 
j91S

Million Ib.
191
193
215

Year.
1916
1917

Million lb. 
203Ì 
195i

Exports of ^een tea, more than half of which goes to Russia, rose from 4,094,874 lb. iu 1916 to 
5,072,605 lb. in 1917. '

Prices iu 1917 showed entirely abnormal fluctuations owing to the uncertain conditions of the 
trade, the average beiug roughly estimated at 49 cents a lb. (— 2 | cents). The export duty on tea 
realized Rs. 2,676.740.

- The difficiilties which beset the tea trade during the year necessitated rigid economies in estate 
management, and the reduced cultivation programmes are reflected most clearly-in the great reduction 
in the imports of manure. These remarks apply in an only slightly less degree to the rubber and coconut 
iudustriesi * • '
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- . Products o f  the Coconut P alm .
,' iTlie'coconut Industry at'present shows no »sign of recovery.' With the exception of coconut oil 

(+  ill;6 ^  cwi. ahd Rs. l,146,0d^) and desiccated coconut (— Sl,090 cwt. and -f- Rs. 655,579*),cevery 
head of cbcoryit produce shows' a decline both in value and (with the exception of coconuts) in quantity, 
the total decrease being Rs. 8,205,840. The iUability to find freight for rough cargo Was the chief cause, 
and iesulted in a decrease of nearly 20 per cent, in the exports of copra. As stocks accumulated, prices 
fell sharply, and the year as a whole was a very unfortunate one for the coconut industry. The price of 
copra hj Colombo started in January at Rs. 54- 50 and fell to Rs. 28 a candy, the lowest for some thirty- 
five*years. The copra market was only saved from complete collapse by*the rise of a new demand from 

_India, which led to an increase in exports to British Possessions from 110,350 cwt. in 1916 to 650,849 cwt. 
""in 1917. The price of copra in Ceylon was so low that it became possible to import it into India for 
conversion.into edible fat and into oü for lighting purposes. In view ef the depression in the Coconut 
industry, the export duty on copra and coconut oü was removed for six months as from December 1, 
1917. The export duty collected on coconut products during'the year amounted to Rs. 975,046' 90.

j - The following table illustrates the fluctuations in the distribution of copra exports during fee last 
four .years ;— _

f. Countries.«
United Kingdom "
British Possessions 
Germany 
Denmark 
Austria 
Prance 

'Belgium 
Holland ..
India (excludin^Britisb)
Italy 
Norway 
Russia in Asia_
Russia in Europe 

I, America ^  ..
'ip.Qumania

r

Total

I9l4. 1915. 1916. 1917.
Cwt. Cwt. . Cwt. Cwt.

468,913 449*660 .. 279,739 .. 112,639
2,639 8,889 .. 110,350 . . 650,849

386,676 ■ .  .  -WT- -- —

166,517 434,998 . . 264,380 .. 90,320
73,201 .  .  » — —

2,000 
66*157 
6?,072

8,387 .. 682,009 . . . 123,855
.  .  ^  — T ■ --- . , --

190*084 .. — 72,429
r — 412

— — — 10,200
86*000 .. 18,000 .. 15,000

— 3*997 .. 10,500 .. —

152,694 26*494 .. 44,961 .. 3,OOP
23,078 20 . .  ■ ' -- ---

7,000 -- ___ _ /
c -------

1,411*947 1*208*629 1,309,939 1,078,704

ihe iollowing table sho'Ws the relative positions of the three chief articles of Ceylon produce 
exported :— ' * ' ' '

iTear. Tea. Rubber*
CoooAut

Produce. Year. Tea. Rubber.
Coconut
Produce.

, Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
1913 . . 87,787,914 ,. 61,269,202 . 51*416*059 1916 .. 105,266*460 . . 103,511*925 . 42,167,288
1914 . , 89,725,995 .. 67,220,155 . 49,139,611 1917 .. 95,663,480 . . 130*967,789 . 33,964,354
1915 .. 122,457,825 , . 78,996,940 . 42,930,820 , -

- plum bago.
i*he year tafeen as a whole Was a very successful one for plumbago, though quantities and prices 

both failed to maintain the high'level reached in 1916. The year started well, but the demand fell off 
in the le,tter half of the year,, aud prices fell heavily, and the outlook #  the. end of December was not 
altogether-satisfaetpry. The expert duty realised Rs. 655,409'80. .

Year. Cwt. Rs. Ve4r. Cwt.
1913 " 570,807 . . 9,047,290 1910 ‘668,214

-1914 *. 
1915 ,

284,662 . ,  
436,351 . .

4,254,201
7,019i770

1917 .. 523,940

Distribution of 1916 and 1917 Exports.
' efountries. 1916* 1917. Countries. .1916.

Owt, Cwt. cwt. ■
United Kingdom ..  111,712 93,117 Russin in Europe 40,734
British India . .  2,202 S*l$3 United States of America 503,741
Burma
New South Wales

101
401

. .  284 

. .  ' 002
South Australia 80

Straits Settlements 
Victoria’
Russia in  Asia

10
5,100 

. .  4,07$ '

lo
5*050
2,003

Total . . 668,214

22,494,943
21,797,398

Jdl7.
Cwt.

419,141

523,940

Arecanuts..
Am increase of 30,795 cwt. in quantity apd of Rs. 152,481 in value, coupled with a serious drop in 

the exports of cacao, has restored arecanuts to their place next to plumbago in the list of the Colony’s 
- chief exports. The industry is, however, still far short of its 1915 figures. The bulk of the produce goes 
to British India, and the industry is almost entirely in the hands of Ceylonese Shippers.

The figures are as follows
Year. Quantity.

Cwt.
1915 '
1916
1917 . .  . .  . .

Average prices fell from Rs. 22' 74 to Rs. 19' 18 -a cWt.

171,854
123,205
154,000

Value. 
Rs. Ci 

3,345,711 
2,801,521 
2,954,00:

Value as given by exporters. Average local price showed a deoliUe of 3 cents a lb.
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'  Oac&o. , ' " , .
Èjcports totalled 72,697 cwt.- and skow only a slight falling off in quantity (— cwt.J,-hut prices 

showed a. serious decline, the average falling froip Rs. $8' è? to Rs. 84 per ewt., with the result tha t the 
value of exports fell frona Rs. 2,82£i,059 tq Bs. 1,805,798. Exports to the United Kitigdoiu. were 
restricted as from February 2 3 ,19l7, to-one-half the previous twelve months’ shipments, and it wa$ found 
necessary to introduce a permit system similar to that enforced for tea. !Ihe debrease of, roUghly, 22,50d 
cwt. to the United Kingdom, 2,600; cwt. to Prance, 1 ,^ 0  cwt. to New Zealand, and 940 cwt:. to Chiija was 
mostly absorbed by the Phüippine Islands {-b 11,000 cwt.). United States of America 6,‘O00 cwt,), 
Gape Colony( +  3,600 cwt.), Victoria (-f* 2,300 cwt.) Canada (-h 1,600 cwt.), and British India (-t+.1,000 
cwt.). The export duty,realized Rs^ 104,916.

Citronetkb O il, '.  '  '
-Next in importance to cacao as regards value is citroneUa oil, exports of which dropped *tó 

1,197,507 lb. valued at Rs. 1,173,164, decreases of 168*507 lb. and Rs. 124,679* respectively. Exports to 
the United Kingdom decreased by, roughly, some 132,0001b., to Natal by 17,000lb., toChina by 30,0001b.f 
to France by 70,000 lb., to Italy  by 10,000 lb. There were increased imports to British India (-[-*7,000 lb.),- 
Hong Kong 1,400 lb.). Hew South Wales (4 - 19,500 lb.), Victoria {-\* 8,000 lb.), Japan ( +  17,000 lb.), 
and United States of America (-b 45,000 lb.). Average prices declined heavily from 87 to 59 cent» a lb.

C innam on. ^
The value of cinnamon exported has this year dropped below 1 miffion rupees, reaching only 

Rs. 967,769 (— Rs. 287,925). Quantity exported fell to 29,716 cwt. 15,042 cWt,). Quills showed a 
slight increase of sòme 3,500 cwt., but chips fell from 24,899 to 6,333 cWt. The demand in the Dnited 
Kingdom and Europe generally showed a serious falling off, especially for chips, and the industry was 
bnly saved from disaster by the increased demand fpr quills in the United States of America, which toofe 
15,670 cwt., as against 5,649 in J916. Price» ruled low, the average beingRs. 39'2ff per CWt. for -quill» 
{— Rs. 8' 96) and Rs. 8' 08 (— Rs. 3- 94) for chips.

The industry has long since fallen from its high estate as the most famous of Ceylon exports, and 
it shows every prospect of practical extinction before long Owing to* the Ranting of cinnamon land» with 
coconuts and rubber.

* Cardamoms. , ^
The exports of cardamoms continue to deflHne both m  quantity and value. Having ffòHéil tp 

'’*3,369 cwt. (-«*532ewt.) and Rs. 369,309 (— Rs. 132,580), and they scarcely merit a special place Hi 
th;s*report. -

’ Tobacco. . '
'  Tobacco receives special mention in these report» as being the staple mdustry of the Jaffna 

penmsular. The figures few ten years Were ^ven in the  las t report to show the 8tea<ty decHaét in the 
industry. This year there has been a welcome improvement, as the following figures show ;-

Year.
1915
1916
1917

Cigars.
Quantity.

lb.
2,291 , .

14,950 . .
13,398 . .

Value.
Rs.
1,185

10,935
9,332

Tobacco ÜhmanUfactured.
■Qlltatity.

lb.
3,118,321
2,734,060
3,442,614

Value. 
Bs.

580,384,
482,970
051,670

Papain.
The promising growth of the papain industry has not been maintained, and exports feH to 338 cWt. 

(— 75 cwt.), 1-alued at Rs. 179,078 (— Rs. 80,135).
I . éf *

 ̂ , TEA1ÌSHIPM®1TT O4JIGO. *

•The number Of packages transhipped and re^shipped during the last five yeafS is a» foUbwfl 
year. Packages. Year. --1—-.....
1913 ..  . .  639,631 1016 ,.
1914 , .  . .  684,795 1917
1916 . .  . .  714,202

Further details will be found in the Appendices.

667,645
437,356,

PABT V.—SHIPPING.

The total number of all vessels which entered the ports of the Island of Ccylon in the year 1917 was 
3,856, with a tonnage of 5,990,410. This shows a decrease of 724 vessels and 2,884,433 tons* as compared 
With the preceding year 1916.

The following table gives the total number and nett tonnage of shipping which entered at all ports 
in Ceylon during the last four years ‘

. 1914.
» Nxuuber. Tons.

Merchant* vessels (with 
cargo and in ballast).. 2,523 ..7,041,986 

Merchant vessels (called 
to coal) j ’ . .  6l5 . .  1,728,668

Native sailing vessels l,l5 9  . .  iO'3,541 
Warships* and Govern­

ment chartered ve.teeJs 104 . .  464,450

1915.
Number. Tons.

1916.
Number. T ons.

1917.
Number. io n s .

r,560 . .  4,984,122 . .  2,035 . .  4,480,703 . .  1 , 6 8 6  . .  2,980,358

-665
1,847

Totai- • 4,401

1,937,672
268,938

692,636

737 2,008,057 . .  350 . .  877,732
1,372 .=. 106,646 . .  1,306 . .  105,979

436 . .  2,279,437 . .  514 1. 2,026,341

■ * Warships’ displacement, tonnaj^.

7,883,268 4,580 8 ,874 ,843 .. 3,856 5,990,410

    
 



A 22 CÈYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOB 1917. [Pari II.̂ .'/

Om itt^g warships and vessels which called oGly to coal, the following table gives the comparative 
distribution according toaiationahty for 1916 and 1,917 :—

1916. 1917.

Sritish . .  ^
British Colonial 
Maldivian

Total British Ships

American 
tTJjinese , 
Danish 
Dutch 
Pfench 
Greek 
itahan 
Japanese 
Norwegian 
Roumanian 
Russian . .

Swedish . .
Portuguese

Total ForeigU Ships

Number. Tons. Number. Tons.
1,662 .. 3,364,847- ,. 1,382 . . 2,208,390
1,260 .. 92,549 ,. 1,207 ,. 92,954

112 .. 14,097 ., 99 13,025

3,024 3,471,493 2,688 2,31"4,369

4 ., 14,062 ,. 4 ,. »,859
3 .. 3,666 .. 1 ,. 1,314

11 .. 31,694 .. 3 . . 5,254
47 .. 122,691 .. 25 .. 48,480
80 .. 349,804 .. 55 .. • 220,763

1 .. ' 1,939 .. 4 .. 8,389
15 .. 44,166 .. 16 . . 45,l8i

102 341,517 .. 121 336,739
79 ., 108,070 .. 57 .. 69,340
1 .. 1,452 ,. — —
3 .. 5,319 .. 4 .. 4,665

23 .. 68,628 .. 6 .. 11,239
14 ,, 32,84» ... S ..^ 18,870

•  f — 1 2,875

3 8 3 1,115,856 304 771,968'

The shipping figures caamot be tised satisfactorily for comparative purposes, as certain classes of 
are excluded from the returns owing to the "war. ;
Further details as tO Shipping will he found in the Appendices.-

H. M. Customs, 
Colombo, April 25,1918.

F. BOWES, 
Prinéipal Collector.

DlST OF A.PPENDIGES-
1 . Details of Customs Duty collected «n Chief Articles.
2 . Statement showing the Total Collections made by the Department for thè Year 1917 at the various 

Ports of the Island.
2o. Smtement of Refunds made-Under Section 16 of Ordinance No. 17 of 1869, and Rebates allowed 

UnderBection 5 bf Ordinance No. 20 of 1898, for the Year 1917.
8 . Totnl Value in Ciirrency of the Imports and Exports of the Colony of CeylOn, omitting Specie, from 

and to each Chuntry in the Year 1917.
4. Comparative Value of Total Imports from various Countries in 1915, 1916, and 191 .̂
5. Btatement showing the Quantity and Value of prmeipal Articles of Ceylon Produce exported during

1916 and 1917. _ , .
6. Comparative Value of Total Exports to various Countries in 1915, 1916, and 1917. , " ■
7. _ Statement showing the Exports of Tea, the Distribution of Shipments, and the Increase Or Decrease 

as compared with 1916.
4 S» Statement of Goods brought fop Transhipment and Re»shipment to the Port of Colombo from 

, different Countries durmg the Year 1917. . .
9. Statement of Goods Transhipped and Re-shipped from the port of Colombo to different Countries , 

and the Increase and Decrease as compared with 1916.
10. Statement showmg the Tonnage of G o o d s  E x p o r t e d  and Imported separately to and from Colombo, 

exclusive of Transhipment, from 1908.
11. Statement showing Imports of Cattle, Goats, Sheep, and Ropses from Ridia in 1917.
12. D uty  collected under “ O ther Goods ” in  1915, 1P16, and 1917.
13. Total Nett Tonnage of Shipping entered and cleared at the ports in Ceylon durmg the Years 1916 

and 1917.
14. Number, Tonnage, and Crews of Vessels entered at Ports in the Island of Ceylon from each Country

in the Year 1917. . _ .
15. Number, Tonnage, and Crews of Vessels cleared at-Ports in the Island of Ceylon to each Country 

in the Year 1917.
16. Number and Tonnage of Vessels entered Inwards and cleared Outwards from and to each Country 

in the Years I 9 l5 ,1916, and 1917 (excluding those which called only to Coal).
17. Number, Tonnage, and Crews Of Vessels of each Nation mtered at Ports in the Island of Ceylon -

in the Year 1917. . '
18. Niunber, Tonnage, and GreWs of Vessels of each Nation Cleared St Ports in the Island of Ceylon

in the Year 1917. n
19. Total Number, Tonnage, and Crews of Vessels entered at each Port in the Island of Ceylon in the 

Year 1917.
2 0 . Total Number, Tonnage, and Crews of Vessels cleared at each Port in the Island of Ceylon in the

Yearl917. ' f
2 1 . Statement showing the Number and Nett pOnnage of British and Foreign Vessels (Sailing and 

Steam) which entered the Poft of Colombo in each of the Years 1883 to 1917.
22. Harbour Dues collected at the Port of Colombo during the Year 1917 with cof.responding Figures 

for 1916.
23. Detàils of Port and Harbour Dues according to Character Of Shipping duffing the Year ended 1917.
24. Recapitulation of Harbour Dues since first collected in 1883. ' -
25. List of Principal Emergency Measures affecting Trade owing to the War during 1917.

    
 



CUSTOMS AND SHIPPIliG. '

Appendix 1.—^Details of Customs Import Duty OOUected on Chief Articles.

A 23

Description of (^ods.
1915. 1916. ' .* 1917. Compared with 1916. ^Compared -with 1916.

Iluties. Duties. "‘Duties.’' Iu<aicasö. Decrease. Increase. Decrease.

Arms and- Annnu- Es. e. Rs. ft. Rs. 6 . Rs. 0 . Rs. c. Rs. “'0 .
nition finoluding
explosives) • 55,681 24 134,432 67 98,344 8 S #2,663 59 — 36,087 74

Apparel, made up ., 49,153 72 93,744 23 78,902 55 29.808 83 __ 14,781 6 8
__ Cars and Parte 104,308 60 227,084 61 164,481 37 60,172 77 • ---- ___ 62,608 24

- Chemists’ Suiidries 47,021 13 65,249 8 6 67,744 89 10,723 76 __ , .7,604 96
Cotton Manufactures 405,422 99 613,924 46 713,519 0 ^08,096 1 — 199,594 64
Curry Stuffs -  162,715 81 159,318 20 175,588 99 12,871 18 ___ 16,268 79 __
Barthenware and

Chinaware ^ 22,559 64 38,337 81 38,019 18 15,459 64 _ 318 63
Fish, dried and salted

(including MaldiVe '
fish) 199,967 23 210,672 31 260,987 6 61,019 83 ----- 50,314 76

Grain 3,962,227 71 4,468,337 47 4,296,851 63 334,623 92 — 171,486 84
Saberdashery 91,514 47 148,331 93 168,622 4 67,007 57 — 13,190'il
Hardware 67,528 28 120,850 26 100.720 8 33,191 80 ___ - 2 0 ,lS 0  18
Malt Liquors , , 24,763 80 27,544 97 16,014 84 — 9,748 96 12,830 Is
Matches 212,708 20 185,242 31 197,436 16 — 15,272 6 12,193 84
Metals 108,985 2 96,007 9 59,509 11 — 49,475 91 ' 86,497 98
Oil, Kerpsine . 1,550,561 76 1,524,255 42 1,260,490 40 — 290,071 36 263,705 2
Oil, Petrol 182,331 76 232,827 25 265,228 38 82,896 62 — 32,401 13
Poonac, Gingelly . . 100,895 27 120,015 10 144,715 9 43,819 82 — 24,699 99 __^

• Spirits and Cordials 1,887.225 54 1,870,800 98 1,167,188 62 . ---- 720,036 92 — 703,612 36
Sugar - . . ■1,329,220 87 1,229,638 13 1,120,764 6 6 — 208,466 31 - ..... *“ 108,873 67
Tobacco (including

Cigars) 831,949 43 941,231 69 1,016,846. 19 184,896 7 6 — ‘ 76,ei4 60 1—0«,
(Pines 0 , . 63,921 17 65,014 6 8 32,633 47 — 21,287 70 32,381 I t
Woollens , , 16,689 24 25,527 6 8 25,377 46 8 ,6 8 8  2 2 — ___ 150 2 2

n ib tt^ ood e, imenu’ •
m erated ^ 1,165,007 56 1,780,418 36 1,669,371 84 404,364 28 — — 211,046 62

J o ta l - 12,632,360 44 14,275,807 26 13,018,315 73 1,700,304 50 1,314,349 21 424,277 65 1,681,769 18

Deduct Decrease • 1,314,349 2 i Deduct Increase 424,277 6 6

Nett Increase 385,955 29 N ett Decrease *> 1,267,491.6 $
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Re v e n u e .]

Appendix 2a."

CUSTOMS AND SHIPPING. A 25

-Statement of Refunds made under Section 16 of Ordinance-No. 17 of l869, and Rebates 
allowed under Section 5 of Ordinance No. 2d of 1898, for the Year 1917,

Imports:— 
Grain

Western 
Province. 

Bs. c. 
2,421 24

Sdhtfaem 
Pfbvihce. 

Jls. 0 . 
79 75

Horthem
Province.

Bs. c.
Province.

Ktf; 0

Cotton Manufactures 101 34 1  24 .  .  — ..k-.
Spirits and Cordials . . 3,511 36 • t .  .  ---
Sugar 1,811 26 .  .  -- —

Kerosino Oil * 39,760 28 ,  ,  -- * •  --- ■ aw-
Petrol , 41,274 78 ,  .  ^ . . ^
Other Goods 88,030 91 .  .  --- . .  —

Exports:—
Plumbago •  . 6,681 48 .  . --- .  * ---
Tea 142,694 44 .  . . a  —* .  .

Eubber ,  , 74,092 67 .  .  -- . . ^
Cacao 2,732 16 ,  .  --- .  .  --- ,  ,

Coconuts, fresh . .  ^ 611 29 .  .  --- . .  — .  *

Coconuts, desiccated .. 2,380 36 .  .  ---
Copra 18,806 63 — .  .  ------- ,  ,

Coconut Oil 20,050 11 .  * ------ .  .  -------

Port and Harbour Dues :—
Colombo Harbour Dues 4,233 12 — — • • —

Beimbursements:—
Medical .aid Dues 24,391 1 .  . .  .  —
Single Bent 19 22 1 24 .  .  ------- •  ,

Double Bent ,  , 1,363 80 .  «. -------- •  ^ • a .

Export Bent ,  , 16 50 .  .  ------- a  •

Transhipment 125 8 8 .  .  ------- •  .  ------- ••
Total * , 445,009 84 82 23 — - T " ,

AppenMx S.—^Total Value in Currency of the Imports and Exports of the Colony of CeylQh, omittmg 
’ Specie, from and to each Country in the Year 1917.

*■

CoUiltries.

_____________ ________i______________

Imports.

Exports thereto.
Tbtal Value of 

Exports.Produce and 
MamlfactUre of 

the Colony.

^ itisb , Foreign  ̂
and other Colohia] 

Produce and MaUUt 
facture.

Es. c. Es. c. Es. 0 * Es. 0 .
United Kingdom •• .32,595,206 0 120,184,218 0 1,290,880 0 121,475,098 0

BriUsh Possessions, Dependencies, and
Br^s t̂c^ates.

Africa:
Bri.tidr Hast Africa .. 52 0 11,434 0 14,606 b 26,040 0
Cape Colony 1,814 0 1,820,674 0 36 b 1,820,710 0
Egypt 1,030,227 0 2,335,302 0 13,353 0 2,348,665 0
Mauritius ,  ., 430 0 78,198 0 568 b 78,766 0
Natal 408,061 0 768,724 0 2,859 b 771,683 0
Zanzibar 341 0 3,608 0 __ 3,608 0
Other British Possessions 1,067,080 0 102,034 0 — 102,034 0

America:
British Guiana — 3,632 0 _ 3,632 6
British West Judies . . 3,090 0 26,218 0 — /26,218 0
Canada 1,329 0 9,285,461 0 62,418 b 9,347,879 0
Newfoundland — 382,276 b — 362,276 0
Other British Possessions — 4,940 0 — 4,940 0

Asia:
Aden 1,762 0 9,421 0 7,670 0 16,991 0
British India , ^ 66,077,264 0 13,624,693 0 4,011,532 0 17,636,125 0
British North Borneo — — __ »
Burma 37,476,382 0 175,705 0 71,963 0 247,668 0
Hong Kong s. 865,704 0 741,469 0 6,208 b 746,667 0
Mal<five Is w d a 2,262,131 0 81,693 0 192,231 b 273,924 0
Straits ^ttiOments . . 12,929,459 0 884,397 0 439,838 0 1,324,235 0
Other :^tiBh PosseiKionB •• 25,3&! 0 648,386 b 35,683 b 684,069 b

.Australasia:
New South PJalej ’ . . 388,076 0 6,097,914 b 8,603 0 6,106,517 0
New Zealand 112,506' 0 3,331,044 b 762 b 3,331,806 0
Queensland 165,068 0 661,490 0 — 661,490 0
South Australia ^ . 316,071 0 982,281 b 2 0 b 982,301 0

Carried over '•-t 123,102,173 n 42,040,884 b 4,867,250 9 46,908,134 0

9(11)18

    
 



A 26  ̂ CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [Past I:

Total Value in Currency of the Imports and Exports of the Colony of Ceylon, &c.—contd.
j/

Countries, Imports.

Exports thereto. •
Total Value of 

Exports,Produce and 
Manufacture of 

the Colony.

British, Foreign, 
and other Colonial 

Produce and Manu­
facture.

Rsr c. Rs. 0 . Rs. c. Rs. c.
Brought forward 123,102,173 ' 0 42,040,884 0 4,867,250 0 46,908,134 0

Australasia— contd.
Tasmania , , 8,042 0 10,816 0 — 10,816 0
Victoria 167,229 0 6,648,532 0 1,105 0 6,649,637 0
Western Australia . . , , 372,113 0 696,268 0 518 0 696,786 0
Other British Possessions •• — 759 0 • —  ' 769 0

Europe:
Gibraltar • • . 2,348 0 6,406 0 — 5,406 0
Malta • « 988 0 1,715 0 — 1,715 0
Other British Possessions •• — 841,076 0 — 841,075 0

Polynesia:
British New Guinea .. — — 1,164 0 1,154* 0

Total ... 123,652,893 0 60,145,456 0 4,870,027 0 66,016,482 0

Foreign Countries.
Africa:

Algiers • » 1 0 0 0 •  ---
Madagascar . • — 16,173 0 3,000 0 18,173 0

Mozambique • • 380,000 0 677,116 0 2,836. 0 679.962 -0_-
Reunion — - _  1 __
Other Foreign Countries , , 100,841 0 22,005 0 25 0 22,1f30 0

America:
South America • • 5,479 0 867,507 0 45 0 867,SB2 0
United States 6,508,977 0 97,494,266 0 -  4,722,666“ 0 102,216,822 0

Asia:
Borneo (excluding British) « « 3,090,038 0 16 0 109,225 0 109,240 0
China (excluding Hong Kong) 185,761 0 2 ,2 0 0 , 1 1 0 0 670 0 2,200,780 0
Cochin-China . • 309 0 1,983 0 '26,260 0 28,233 0
India (excluding British) • • 609,766 0 16,299 0 6,372 0 21,671 0
Japan • • 10,040,936 0 974,267 0 44,561 0 1,018,828 0
Java . . 2,385,362 0 31 0 8,496 0 8,627 0
Persia 350,079 0 6,409 0 4,338 0 10,747 0
Philippines * , 15,009 0 720,501 0 — , 720,501 0
Russia in Asia « * 1,875 0 4,050,226 0 300,110 0 4,350,336 0
Siam , . 660,981 0 3,738 0 ---- • 3,738 0
Sumatra 1,307,334 0 44,342 0 2,694 0 47,036 0
Turkey in Asia • • — — ---\ —
Other Foreign Countries •• — 1^078 0 — 1,078 0

Australasia:
New Caledonia — 72 0 ----- 72 0
Other Foreign Co'ontries, ... — 5,679 0 — 6,679 0

Europe:
Austria-Hungary • . 1,642 0 ----- —
Belgium 10,369 0 ---- —
Bulgaria • • — — ___
Denmark 21,068 0 1,115,809 0 1,115,809 0
France 861,476 0 7,526,760 0 142,864 0 7,668,614 0
Germany • . 11,443 0 — — —
Greece  ̂ . 661 0 __ _ — ___
Holland 1,119,737 0 1,468,088 0 ----- 1,468,085 0
Italy 242,686 0 1,156,597 0 1,500 0 1,157,097 0
Norway 127,991 0 274,387 0 — 274,387 0
Portugal ’ 32,295 0 — —
Russia in Europe 172,318 0 3,593,501 0 ----- 3,593,501 0
Spain (excluding Gibraltar) 37,941 0 57,312 0 *~r 57,312 0
Sweden * , 604,661 0 1 0 — 1 0
Switzerland 298,978 0 4,077 0 — 4,077 0
Turkey in Europe •• 6 0 — — 1  —

Total • • 27,875,887 0 122,296,335 0 6,374,542 0 127,669,877 0

United Kingdom . . 32,596,206 0 120,184,218 0 1,290,8^0 1) 121,475,098 . 0
British Possessions.. 123,652,893 0 60,145,455 0 4,870,027 0 55,016,482 0
Foreign Countries • 27,875,887 0 122,295,335 0 5,374,£^2 0 127,669,877 0

Grand Total •• 184,123,986 0 292,625,008 0 11,535,449 0 304,160,457 0^
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Appendix 4.—Comparative Value of Total Imports from various Countries in 1915, 1916, and 1917. -

<«
1916. 1916. 1917. Compared w ith  1915. Com pared w ith  1916.

Country of 
Production.

Value. V alue. V alue. Increase-. D ecrease. Increase. Decrease.

E s. E s. E s . E s . E s. E s. Rs.
United Kingdom . . 36,850,138 47,192,076 32,629,076 — 3,221,062 — 14,563,000

BriHsh Possessions, 
Dependencies, and

-

Protectorates.
Aitica,; •  
British E ast Africa 253 97 97 _ 166
Cape Colony 13B 616 1,814 1,682 — 1,198 —
Egypt .  263,162 52,943 1,030,227 767,066 — 977,284 —
Mauritius 432,920 7,242 430 — 432,490 — 6,812
Natal .. . . 983,629 294,446 408,061 — 575,668 113,615 —
Zanzibar 68 346 341 283 __ — 5
Other B r itish  Pos- /

sessions. 962,027 1,113,945 1,057,080 106,053 — — 66,865

A jneric»;
B ritish  Guiana . . 21 9 — — 21 — 9
British W est Indies 1,433 2,246 3 ,090 1,657 — 844 —
Canada 2,799 25,048 1,329 — 1,470 — 23,719

Asia:
Aden 45,372 7,982 1,762 — 43,620 — 6,230
British N orth  Bor-

neo
India

14
•71,782,930 82,216,185 66,992,770 _

14
4,790,160

—
16,223,415

Bufma ^ 11,252,262 31,017,094 37,476 ,382 26,224,130 6,469,288 _
B ong K ong , . , 1,611,611 1,812,313 866,704 745,907 r — 946,609
Maidive Inlands . i 2 ,268,564 2,373,084 2,262,131 16,433 .— 120,963
Straits Settlem ents  
O ther B ritish  Pos-

17,039.770 10,989,660 12,931,202 4,1U?,668 — 4,068,458

Sessions . . . 14,009 24,000 25,361 11,342 — , 1,361 —
Australasia: . •

Fiji Islands 10 — — — 10
New South WalAs . 775,412 978,947 388,070 — 387,342 590,877
New Zealand . , 40,496 30,708 112,506 72,010 — 81,798
Queensland  ̂ . . 93,182 64,368 165,068 61,886 100,710 ___
South Australia . . 188,262 286,962 316,071 127,809 __ 29,119 . —

Tasmania . i ^9,905 13,166
315,682

8,042 1,863 — 5,124
Victoria 309,176 167,229 — 141,947 - 148,453
Western A ustralia. ^  505,389 697,966 372,113 — 133,276 — 225^853

E u ro p e: .
Gibraltar 1,269 6»460 2,348 1,089 -■ . 4,112
M alta •  1,885 963 988 — $97 35

Foreign Countries, 
A M ca: •

Algiers — — 100 100 __ 100
Mozambique 
Other Foirmgn Coim-

3 642,000 380,000 379,997 — — 162,000

tries 13,800 10,744 100,841 87,041 — 90,097 —

America:
•

South America ... 10,811 289,699 5.479 — 6,332 284 220
U nited  States 4,830,217 7,736,362 6 ,580,009 749,792 — 2,155;343

A sia:
Arabia . .  
Borneo (e:Seluding

— 148 — — — — 148

British)
t Cliina (esoludihg

927,881 2,714,962 3,090,038 2 ,162 ,157 — 375,076 —

H ong Kong) . . 1,230,876 1,186,030 186,761 — • 1,045,115 1,000,269
Cochin-China 13,285 66,496 309 __ 12,976 6 6 'l8 7
India (exo. B iftish) 669,045 776,739 509,756 — 159,289 --- - 265'9Sa
Japan 6,276,344 9,134,970 10,040,936 4 ,764 ,692 __ 996,966
Java 3,610,688 3,260,797 2,386,362 — 1,225,236 — 876,445
Persia 819,613 990,729 360,979 — 469,534 — •  640 ,660
Philippines * * 20.959“ 16,192 15,009 — 6,950 —r 1,183
E u ssia  in  Agia . . 35,165 107,984 1,876 — 33,280 106,109
Siam 1,277,392 1,019,792 650,981 — 626,411 — 368,811
Sumatra •  606,840 290,725 1,307,364 7 0 0 ,524 — 1,016,639 —

Carried over ... 163,768,626 213,567,039 181,803,161 36,218,306 13,183,771 10,163,120 41,906,998
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Comparative Value of Total Imports from V^arious Ooüütries in 1915, 1910, and 1917*cowid.

Country of 1916, 1916. 1917. Compared with 1916. CWpared with 1916.
Production. Vaine. Value. Value. Increase. Decrease. Increase. Decrease

Rs- Rs. R-d* Rs. Rs. Rs.
Brougl>t forward < • 163,768,626 813,657,039 191,803,161 36,218,306 18,183,771 10,153,120 41,906,998

Foreign Comories 

Turkey in Asia . .

—eontd.

77 77 A ■ —

Australasia:
Other foreign Coun­

tries 9,882 _ 9,882

Europe s
Austria-Sungary. . 26,508 28,746 1,642 24,866 27,104
Bel^um 94,359 123,081 10,369 ---. 83,990 112,712
Denmark 133,677 64,179 21,068 112,609 —1». 43,111
Franoe 1,940,976 , 1,089,894. 661,476 __ • 379,600 __ 428,418
Germany 302,518 42,459 11,443 — 291,075 31,016
Greece 1,331 1,166 551 — 780 __ 605
Holland - 1,016,129 1,644,774 1,119,737 103,608 _=- 525,037
Italy 345,733 483,909 242,686 — 103,048 . 241,224
Norway 688,716 904,695 127,991 — 460,726 870,604
Portugal 33,144 41,119 32,295 — 849 — 8,824
Russia in Europe.. 610 567,302 172,318 171|708 —W 394,984
Spain (excluding 

Gibraltar) 51,357 92,258 37,941 13,416 ■ _ 54,317
Swedto . . 476,763 606,672 694,561 ,  128,798 — 2 , 0 1 1
Switzerland' 666,270 783,717 298,978 267,892 --- 484,739
Turkey in Europe... 362 1 0 0 6 — 357 95

168,446,038 220,030,900 185,146,221 36,622,420 19,922,237 10,163,120 45,0»W 90^
DeduOt Specie 4,808,280 8,530,147 1,022,235 — 3,786,045 - - % 7,607,912

Value of Goods ... 163,637,758 811,600,763 184,123,986 J6,622,420 16,136,192 10,153,120 87,629,887

Deduct Decrease
K«tt I&ctewe in 

1917 in valne ol Ckx)d8, 6x«lnding Specie, ie com­
pared wita 1915

16,136,192 

1 80,486,228

Deduct Increase
Nett Pacieaae in 

1917 In Value o£ 
Goods, excluding Specie, as com­
pared ffitb 1916

10,153,120 

1 27,376,767

    
 



CUSTOMS AND SHIPPING.

Appendix 5.—Statement showing the Quantity and Value of Principal Articles of Ceylon Produce
.exported during 1916 and 1917.

A 29

Articles.

Arrach ..
Arecanuts 
Cacao . . .
Cardamoms *
Cinchona . .
Cinnamon (plantation and 

wild) . .
Coffee, plantation 
Coffee, native *
Coffee, Liberiaii 
Coconuts . .
Coir fibre . .
Coir ro p e .
Coir y a rn . .
Copra . ,
Coconut, desiccated 
Fibre, kitul 
Fibre, Qplmyta 
Homs ..
Oil, coconut 
on, cinnamon 
Off, citronella 
Plumbago 
Poonao ..
Rubber . .  •
Sapanwoofi

. .

Timb^, e^ n y  
Timber, sOTmWood, 
Tobacco, unmanufactured

1

1916. 1917. Increase over 1916. Decrease below 1916,

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value.

Rs. Rs, Rs. Bs.
gal. — :--- 4,932 15,686 4,932 16,685 —
cwt. 123,205 2,801,520 - 154,000 2,954,001 30,795 152,481 _ —
cwt. 73,245 2,826,059 72,697 1,805,793 — __ 648 1,019,266
ewt. 3,901 601,889 3,369 369,309 — __ 532 132,580
lb. 9,173 595 9,689 629 516 34 — —

cwt. 44,758 1,265,694 29,716 967,769 . 15,042 287,925
cwt. 30 1,725 20 1,160 — __ 10 676
cwt. — __ — — — — —

No. 4,694,297 417,905 5,289,481 320,991 595; 184 j_ . 96,914
Cwt. 215,444 884,158 137,721 418,342 _ __ 77,723 465,816
cwt; 15,109 151,090 14,140 141,400 __ _ 969 9,690
cwt. 80,012 808,310 26,336 242,288 — _ ^ 64,576 566,022
cwt. 1,009,939 21,868,455 1,078,704 -13,215,495 — 281,236 8,652,960
ewt. 306,149 8,705,425 272,069 9,361,004 355,579 34,090 —
cwt. 1,690 95,279 293 5,066 --- __ 1,297 89,713
CWt. 2,088 60,593 668 13,436 __ 1,520 37,457
cwt. 12 415 —* « -__ 12 415
ewt. 323,017 8,934,650 434,090 10,080,669 111,682 1,146,019 — —
Oz, 62,132 24,304 78,438 89,828 16,306 15,524 —
lb. 1,366,014 1^207,843 1,197,507 1,173,164 — 168,507 124,679
ewt. 668,214 22,494,943 623,940 21,797,398 • 144,274 697,646
cwt. 80,886 370,179 43,911 164,143 --- —f- 36,476 216,036

. Cwt. 486,690 103,611,926 645,797 130,967,789 159,107 27,455,864 ---'
ewt. 2,917 14,201 24,166 128,181 21,248 113,980 —

lb. 203,266,347 105,266,462 195^31,592 96,663,480 — 8,024,755 9,602,982
tons 5 921 - V - 1 - 4 - 5 921
tons 319 27,481 243 13,789 ____ _ 76 13,692
lb. 2,734,060 482,970 3,442,614 661,670 708,654 168,700 "—: —

Appendix 6.-*-ComparatiVe Value of Total Exports to various Countries jn 191fi, 1916, and 1017.

Ccuntri^.
1916. 1916. 1017. Compared with 1 0 1 0 . Compared with 1916.

Value. Value. Value. Increase. Deereaae. Increase. Decrease.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
United Kingdom ... 147,061»8l5 131,718,218 121,476,098 25j686,717 - 1̂ 10,243,120

BrMsh Posses&ionai Deptn-
dewsies, and Protectorate«. •

Africa;
Biltisli East Africa 9,988 22,633 26,040 1 6 , 0 6 2 3,407 —

Cape Colony 926,940 887,385 1,820,710 893,770 933,325 - e -

Egypt 2,506,304 3,604,962 2,348,656 —s* 217,649 1,266,297
Mauritius 75,538 84,737 78,766 3,228 _ * 6,971
Natal 964,700 “ 818,543 771,683 193.117 — L- 46,960
Zanzibar 21,392 23,528 3,608 --- - 17,784 19,920
Other British Possessions 159,441 113,744 102,034 67*407 11,710

America:
British Guiana 2,033 3,632 3,632 1,699
Uritish West ludies 13,081 5,166 26,218 13,187 21,062
Canada 4,602,645 2,540,639 9,347,879 4,845,234 6,807,240 -r-
Newfoundland 211,789 404,401 - 362,276 150,487 -se- 42,126
Other British Pofesessions -4— 4,940 4,940 4,940

Asia:
Aden •  ... 21,713 10,326 16,991 — 4,722 6 , 6 6 6
British Didia 8,480*170 10,493,146 20,336,126 11,856,955 ■ II*— . 9*842,980
British North Borneo . . 7,834 — - — 7,834
Burma 64,707 107,301 247,668 192,961 — 140,367 -a™

Hong Kong * • 172,377 968,016 746,667 574,290 — 221.348
Maidive Islands 203,458 275,762 358,424 154,966 82.662
Straits Settlements 1,148,941 948,244 1,324,236 176,204 375,991 -

Other British Possessions 61,431 8,876 684,069 632,638 — 675,193 —

Carried over ... 166,654,214 103,037,647 160,085,618 19,516,634 26,085,230 18,805,422 11,847*451
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Oomparative Value of Total Exports to various Countries in 1915,1916, and 1917^cowid.
/

Countries.
1915. 1916. 1917. Ck>mpared with 1916, Compared with 1016,

‘ Value. Value. Value. Increase. Decrease. Increase. Decrease.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rsi * Rs, Rs.
Brought forward .. 166,664,214 153,037,647 160,085,618 19,516,634 26,086,230 18,895,422 11,847,431

Australasia:
Mji Islands — 26 —a — ---- 26
New South Wales 6,016,643 5*922,807 6,106,61,7 89,874 — 183,710 —
New Zealand 3,710,927 2,855*487 3,331,806 — 379,121 476,319 \ ---
Queensland 672.775 402*608 661,490 88.716 — 258,982 —
Soiiih Australia 1,119,265 721,696 982,301 136,954 260,605 —-
Tasmania 18,099 13,673 10,816 ' --- 7,283 — 2,867
Victoria 5,837,704 6*767,948 6,649,637 -- - 188,967 891,689 —

Western Australia 467.744 441,683 596,786 * 129,042 --- 155,103 • __
Other British Possessions 1,875 130 759 1,116 629 —

Europe:
Gibraltar 15,268 10,852 5,406 — 9,852 — 5,446
Malta 75,537 85,168 1,715 — 7 3 ,# 2 , --- 83,443
Other British Possessions — — 841,076 841,075 841,076 —

Polynesia;
British New Guinea 1,226 — 1,154 — 72 *» 1,164 —

Foreign Countries,
Africa: 

Algiers- _____
Madagascar 18,612 17,582 18*173 — 339 591
Mozambique 122,436 314,626 679,962 557,616 — 365,326 —
Reunion .» — 1,150 -- - — --- 1,150
Other Foreign Countries 4,467 23,386 22,030 17,563 — 1,356

America ;
Foreign West tid ies  . . 2,657 \  . . , ^ . 2,657

•

South Anterica . * 75,731 98,733 867,652 791,821 708,819 —
United States . * 62,629,516 83,^8,214 1«2,21©,822 49,587,306 r* 18,648,608
Other Foreign Countries 8,373 6,405 — 8,373 --- ^ ,4 0 5

A sia:
Borneo (exc. British) . . 19,006 72,444 109.24Q 90,234

•
36,796

China (excluding Hong
3,841,980 2,200,780 2,789,236Kong) 4,990,016 — 1,641,200 —

Cochin-China 2,655 2,450 28,233 25,578 26,783 —
India (excludiag Brirish) 70,235 74=,829 21,671 — 48,664 -- - 63,168
Japaft 652*657 963,651 1,01$,828 466,171 66,177 ---

Persia
18,733 -20,893 3,627 --- ' iO,2O0 12,366
66,306 466 10,747 --- 45,569 10,282 —

Philippine Islands . , 349,845 600,97« 720,601 370,666 119,522
Russia in Asia 5,48^,842 5,666,803 4,350,336 — 1,133,507 — 1,316,468
Siam 5.232 3,638 3,738 1,494 100
Sumatra 49,374 5,399 47,036 — 2,338 41,637
Other Foreign CouUttries 456 3,496 1,078 622 — e 2,418

Australasia:
35Now Caledonia 76 72 — 3 37

O th ^  Foreign Oou»t*ie$ 29,048 16,278 5,679 83,36« 10,69«
Europe:

Il3H elium , ■ t aw-* -- - — 113 —
Denmark ' « 6,681,098 4,049.476 1,116,809 — 4,666,289 , • - 2,933.667
France ., 2,468,646 14,484,486 7,668,614 6,209,969 — 6,816,872
Holland 2,609,330

407.336
1,468,085 — 1,041,245 1,468,086 - --- -

Italy 146,604 1,157,097 1,010,493 669,761
Norway 2,392,488 532,785 274,387 2,118,101 ---■ ‘ 258.398
Portugal 1,852 --L — 1,862 —
Russia in Europe 10,700,124 11,895,104 3,598,501 — 7,108,623 — 8,301,663
SpaiU (excludiUg Gihral-

605,993tar) 360,200 57,312 — 648,681 — 392,888
Sweden 33,841 8,660 1 — 33,840 — 8,659
Switzerland . . 14,699 21,961 4,077 — 10;622 — 17,884

Total • • 273,377*180 297,541,105 306,944,957 78,793,269 45,225,492 44,175,212 34,771,410
Deduct Value of Specie . . 1,193 • 35,260 2,784,600 2,783,307 — 2,749,250

Value of Goods 273,375,987 297,605,905 304,160,457 76,009,962 45,226,492 41,425,962 34,771,410
• Deduct Decrease 46,226,492 SednetDeciedM 34,771,410

Xett Increase in 1917 in Vaine ol Goods.exclndlng Specie, as com­
pared with-1915

; 30,084,470
!Iet Increase in 
L917 in Valuê o! 
loods.excludlne 
Specie, as com­
pared rUth 19ie

 ̂ 9,654,562
I

f

Value of Ceylon produce ... 
Value of Imports exported 
Value of Specie

Total

1917. 
Bs.

29^625,008
11:535,449
2,784,500

306,944,967
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Appendix 7.—Statement showing the Exports of Tea, the Distribution of Shipments, and the 
Increase or Decrease as compared with 1916.

Countries.

United Eongdom

* British Possessions.
Aden i .
British East Africa 
British Guiana 
British India 
B riti^  North BomeO 
British West Indies 
Btirma 
Canada 
Cape Colony 
Egypt
Fiji Islands..
Gibraltar . .
Hong K ong..
Maldive Islands 

* Malta 
Mauritius . .
Natal
Newfoundland *
New Guinea 
New South Wales 
New Z ^ and  
Other British Possestions in Africa 
Other British Ppssessions in America 

 ̂ Other British Possessions tn Asia
Oifter British Possessions in Australasia 
Other British Possessions in Europe 
Qsieensland.-.
South Australia 
Straits Set$leinents 
Tasmania . .
Victoria . .  . .
Western Australia . .
Zanzibar • •

Poreign Oountries.
Arabia
Bejgium
Borneo (excluding British) . ,
China (excluding Hong Kong) 
Cochin-Chin%
Oenmarh ..
France 
Greece?
Holland
India (excluding British)
Italy ?.
Japah 
Java

• Madagascar 
Mozambique 
Norway
Other Foreign Countries in Africa 
-Other Foreign Countries in Asia 
Other Foreign Countries in Australasia 
Persia
Plulippine Islands 
Reunion 
BoumaUia ..
Russia in Asia 
Russia in Europe 
Siam '
South America 
Spam(excluding Gibraltar)
Sumfraa 
Swederl 
Switzerland 
Turkey in Asia 
Turkey in Europe 
United State» of’America

Total

1917. 1916.
Increase 

over 1916.
Decrease 

below 1916,

lb. lb. Ib. ib.

85^a85,445 113,535,561 — 27,650,116

3,000 9,424 6,424
23,336 41,131 . — 17,795

7,412 3,925 3,487 —

S,797,512 2,393,162 3,404,360 —

53,506 9,975 43,531 ----
21 »082 22,634 — 1,652

11,903,499 4,841,831 7,561,668 ----
3,082,844 1,413,972 ^1,668,872 ■—
4,162,895 6,405,167 2,242,272

__ 50 s-- 50
8,000 12,560 --- 4,550

1,064,993 177,690^ 877,308 —
13,503 9,429 4,074 --- ,

3,500 162,805 159,305
153,96$ 167,697 — 3,732

1,302,021 1,452,952 — 160,931
737,747 779,341 ---, 41,694

11,377,440 10,107,538 1,209,802 ----
6,419,126 5,039,998 1,379,128 —

207,433 218,613 — H,180
10,080 — 10,080 f ---

792 3,122 2,330
1,550 250 1,300 —

1,716,480 1,716,480 —
1,237,782 694,956 642,826
1,794,042 1,268,700 525,342
1,190,479 671,446 619*033

22,074 24,660 2,486
8,194,640 7,759,300 435,340
1,069,922 761,506 808*416

6,752 43,735 — 36,983

— 4*— -*

30 , 30 •—et
4,457,647 9,346,605 V- 4,889,058

1,646 1,230 416
.--- 1,530 — 1,630

2,681*537 2,262,218 329*319

62 _r 69
10 ..MVS. 10

8,365 13,144 --- 4,789
059,228 94,495 764,728 •tr*

60 858 298
30,966 33,879 1-- 2.914

1,296*750 412,300 884*450
74,553 7,580 66,978
44,500 44,410 90 —

2^99 6,760 4,551
' 11,590 31,480 --- 19,840

12,966 302 12,663
175*589 85,746 89,84$ —

2,220 — 2,220

7,032,502 7,580,928 548,426
7,260,206 18,490,784 — 11,239,579

7,630 7,000 630
1,466,098 99,299 1,366,790

11,208 57,456 46,248
10,034 4,320 6,714

3 16,723 16,720
8,320 7,817 603

22,475,152 7,225,813 15,249,339

. 195,231.592 203.256,347 39,082,718 47,107,478
Deduct Increase ... 39,082,718

Nett Decrease 8,024,765
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Appendix 8.—Statement of Goods brought for Transhipment and Re-shipment to the Port of Colombo
from different Countries during the Year 1917.

.Country,
Aden
Australia
Borneo (excluding British) 
Burma 
Cape Colony 
China
Cochin-China 
Egypt 
Prance 
Gibraltar 
Holland 
Hong Kong.
India (British) . .
India (excluding British) 
Italy

Packages.
159

61,013
600

27,285
263

25,538
129

7
36,044

15
671

13,132
129,495

4
181

Country.
Japan
Java
Maidive Islands
Mauritius
Natal
Philippine Islands
Siam
Spain
Straits Settlements 
Sweden
United Kingdom 
United States of America

Total

5,424 
919 

3,700 
- 1,074

20 
12 

2,934 
‘ 2,019

100,625 
4

20,689
5,400

437,356

Appendix 9,—Statement of Goods Transhipped and Re-shipped from the Port of Colombo to different 
Countries, and the Increase and Decrease as compared with 1916.

Country.

1916. 1917. Increase. Decrease.^

Kumter
0{

Packages
landed

and
sMpped.

liumber
of

Packages
tran­

shipped
direct.

Totai,

Number
of

Packages
ianded

and
shipped.

Number
of

Packages
tran­

shipped
direct.

Total.

Number
of

Packages 
landed 
' and ., 
ahlpped.

Number
of

Packages
tran­

shipped
direct.

Total.

Number
of

Packages
landed

and
shipped.

I^nmber
of

Packages
tian-

shipped
direct.

»

Total.

Aden 365 1 -366 1,909 1,909 1,544 1 ,543 1
Australia . . • « 18,427 3,761 22,188 18,141 4 18,145 — — 286 3 ,757 4 ,043
Borneo (excludina British) — — — 102

600
102 102 — 102 — — —

British East Africa - , 7 — 7 600 — 600 593 7 —
Burma . 8,684 — 8,684 6,973 — 6,973 — — 1,711 — 1,711
Canada 3 ,046 — 3,046 30,943 4 ,347 35,290 27,897 4 ,347 3 2 ,2 4 4 __ — __
Cape Colonv 12,112 — 12,112 6,385 ------- 6,385 — — — 5 ,127 — 6 ,7 2 7
Cluna fexoludingiHongEong) 18,836 3 ,0 6 9 21 ,906 4,363 134 4 ,497 — — — 14,473 2 ,9 3 5 1 7 ,4 0 8
Coebia-Cbiaa • . 2 ,046 — 2 ,046 3 ,574 — 3 ,574 1,628 — 1 ,528 — — —
Denmark . . — — — 123 — 123 123 — 123 — .s— —
E gypt . , 3 ,4 7 5 1 ,109 4 ,584 9 ,674 114 9 ,788 6 ,199 — 5 ,2 0 4 — 996 —
England . . • . 21,867 5 2 ,109 73,976 2 6 ,114 11 ,480 37,594 4,247 — — — 4 0 ,6 2 9 3 6 ,382
France . • 25 ,180 2 0 ,813 45,993 8,395 306 8,701 — — — 16 ,785 20 ,507 37 ,292
Gibraltar . . 14 257 271 — ---- — — — — 14 257 271
Song Kong • • 741 142 883 835 196 1,031 94 54 148 __ — —
India (British) • . 179,769 4 4 ,1 1 0 223,879 141,054 28 ,823 169,877 --- — — 38 ,715 15 ,287 54 ,002
India (excluding JJritish) 378 — 378 223 — 223 — — — 165 — 155
Italy . . • • 5 ,9 0 7 — 5 ,907 2 ,419 — 2,419 ‘-- — — 3 ,488 — 3 ,488

• • 4,076 — 4,075 3 ,534 31 ■ 3 ,565 — 31 -- - 641 -- - 5 1 0
Java . . 198 — 198 — — — — — — 198 198
la ld ive  Islands 83 ,712 1 ,500 85,212 98,955 100 99 ,065 15,243 — 13 ,843 — 1 ,400
Kalta * 77 10 87 — — — — — — 77 10 87
Mauritius . . 397 — 397 30 — 30 — — --- 367 3 6 7
lozam bique . , 176 — 176 — — — — — — 176 —w 1 7 6
Uatal . . 1,357 .--- 1,357 685 — 685 — — --- 672 __ 6 7 2
Kew Zealand __ • --1 — 898 — 898 898 — 898 __ __ —
For way 1 ,284 __ 1,284 __ — — --- — — 1 ,284 — 1 ,2 8 4
Other B ritish Possessions m

Asia 7 ,714 __ 7,714 160 __ 160 — — — 7 ,554 __ 7 ,5 5 4
Other Foreign Countries in

Africa . . , . 33 — 33 .814 __ 814 781 781 — — —
Philippine Islands 46 — 46 47 — 47 2 — 2 — — —
Russia in  Asia 2 ,697 204 2,901 648 __ 648 — — ---- 2 ,0 4 9 204 2 ,2 5 3
Russia in  Europe 9 ,845 — 9 ,845 __ __ — — — -- - 9 ,845 — 9 ,8 4 5
Spain 1 ,766 __ 1 ,766 200 — 200 — — — 1 ,566 1 ,5 6 6
Siam — 2 6 26 — -- - •-- — •-- — 26 2 6
Straits Settlem ents . . 9 ,061 __ 9,061 2 ,019 118 2,137 — 118 --- 7,042 — 6 ,9 2 4
Switzerland 10 __ 10 __ — ---- — -- - 10 --- . 10
Tasmania . . _, __ __ 13 --- . • 13 13 — 13 __ —
United S tates of America • • 17,217 16 17,233 21,873 -- - 21 ,873 4 ,656 — 4 ,6 4 0 16 ■---

Total •• 440 ,518 127 ,127 667,645 391,103 4 6 ,2 5 3 437 ,356 63 ,327 5 ,150 6 1 ,662 1 Ì2 ,742
le

63,327

8 6 ,0 2 4

5 ,1 6 0

1 9 1 ,9 5 1

6 1 ,6 6 2

■
Deduct Increase . .  

Nett Decrease . . 49,4151 8 0 ,8 7 4 1 3 0 ,2 8 9
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Appendix lO.-^tatement sho-wing the Tonnage of Goods Exported and Imported separately 
to and from Colombo, exclusive of Transhipments, for the last Ten Years.

Year.

1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914 
191Ö
1916
1917

Tonnage of Goods 
imported.
667,248 - 

1,036,446 
769,841 
904,773 
812,213 

1,056,705 
849,952 
946,114 
991,940 
776,723

Tonnage of Goods 
exported.
442,230 
446,262 
433,928 
439,044 
456,878 
508,886 
517,373 
632,567 
601,4X2 
460,010

Tonnage of Coal 
imported.
684.657  ̂
301,631 .
801,379 
665,047 
885,661 
744,629 
612,018 
622,673 
467,873 
318,613

Appendix ll.^ liive Stock Imports from India, 1917.
1 Cattle. Goats. Sheep. Horse?Montn. British India. British India* British India. British Ift

January . . • ‘ . 688 6,063 . . 1,189 1
February.• 498 4,923 .. 867 2
March 370 3,142 .. 718 16
April m 6,047 . . 826 1
May 488 7,262 . . 982 6
June 522 3,592 . . 608 2
July 454 6,227 700. . —
August . . 539 . 6,426 . , 1,222 ,
September . .  316 4,806 .. 885
October . . 335 4,859 . . 1,031 • 1"
November 380 4^65 . . 1,046 1
December 700 4,737 .. 950* 1

' Total 5,781 62,539 11,023 30

* Also 1 sheep from Burma,

Appendix 12,— D̂uty collected Onder “ Other Goods ” (i.e., othep than Grain, Cotton llanufaottifes, 
Spirits and Cordials, Sugar, apd Kerosipe Oil) jn 1915, 1916, and 1917.

'  Menth, 1915, 1916. 1917-
Bs. 0 . Rs. C. Rs. 0 .

Jantiary 260,550 19 .. 296,604 67 . . 368,706 19
February ' , .  267.690 14 •• 294,766 0 . . 285,524 43
March . , . .  323,249 53 .. 300,034 27 . . 329,091 74
.4.pril . . 240,819 19 .. 329,022 30 . . 230,694 98
] ^ y  . . 268,309 44 ., 332.368 8 . . 338,622 19
JUne . . 227,108 14 .. 396,326 86 . . 311,819 99
July . . 324.442 28 .. 464,766 lO . . 297,092 74
August 291,907 72 •. 346,992 95- •, 402,262 96
September , .  361,785 51 .. 366,266 47 . . 401,201 63
October ' 218,073 64 .. 393,847 23 . . 424,946 77
November 269,660 98 .. 430,683 36 . . 438,662 8
December 312,799 33 -. 448,283 61 . . 326,275 2

Appendix 13.—Total Nett Tonnage of Shipping entered and cleared at the Ports in Ceylon
during the Years 1916 and 1917.

19l6.

Total

9(11)18

Bntered. Cleared. Entered.
1917.

Cleared.

Merchant vessels (trith Cargo 
and in ballast)

Merchant vessels (called to 
coal)

Native sailing vessels 
Warships and transportŝ  ,.

No, Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons.

2,035 .. 4,480,703 ..  ̂ 2,062 . .  4,456,652 1,686 . .  2,980,358 . .  1,680 . .  2,964,344

737 . .  2,008,067 .. 743 2,024,024 . .  360 . .  877,732 . .  345 . .  864,343
1,372 . .  106,646 ,. 1,332 . .  102,036 1,306 .. 105,979 . .  1,292 . .  103,097

436 .. 2,279,437 .. 436 . .  2,279.437 514 . .  2,026,341 ' 512 . .  1,987,646

4,580 8,874,843 4,663 8.862,148 3,856 6,990,410 3,829 5,919,330
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Appendix 16.—*-Number and Tonnage of Vessels entered Imvards and cleared Outwards from and to each 
Gountiy in the Years 1915, 1916, and 1917 (excltKhng those Which called only to  Goal).

Entered Inwards. cleared Outwards.

Coimlaries. 1916. 1916. 1 9 R 1916- 191«. 1917.

No. Tons. No. Tons- No. Tons. No. Tens No. Tons. No. ^ons.

United Kingdom .. 201 906609 146 661180 87 376801 331 1398696 252 1086273 166 686634

British Colonies.

Aden 2 5366 9 17765 1 879 1 1408
Alexandria 2 6060 5 1384^ 1 2197 1 2791 ---- — —
Anger Head — — — --- 1 — 5 16673 6 17866' 1 2936
Aroe Bay — --- , 1 1953 — — 5 12483 7 11056 4 2899
Australia 46 226725 41 208826 27 118018 60 245671 43 219059 25 1Q86%4
British India 2306 2023803 2377 1810366 2166 1266419 2226 1763331 ^2383 1665069 2190 1179672
Burma 121 207602 204 304699 237 285671 104 224867 157 249714 163 215737
China (Hong Kong) 48 188226 33 137183 26 98985 65j 260560 52 254143 26 102540
Cocos Island — — .--- — — 1 75 *tr — ---- ----
Daresalam — — -- — 1 2399 — — — — —
Diamond Island .. — — — ---- — — 1 2481 --- * 1 2366
Gibraltar — — — — — 3 9974 — - ---

14518Maidive Islands 120 14983 112 14097 99 13026 113 15788 109 13655 101
Malta 2 5343 1 2561 — — 1 2480 -r-. «--- — —
Mauritius 6 19382 10 29218 3 10844 8 31026 8 27664 2 «87ff
Mombassa 1 879 ■--- — 1 3797 — — 1 3403 —
Perim 1 1820 1 1265 4 11675 — 1 6021 --- . —
Port Said •) • 9 22217 21 62343 29 87623 8 24077 10 23876 24' É è m
Port Soudan — — — --- ■ — — 1 2959 -- - — :— _
South Africa 18 29745 39 121634 11 27417 26 72245 22 54008 29 74388
Struts Settlements 123 388856 85 996255 05 178374 69 119590 «1 186736 78 211946
Suez 1 3850 9 6613 6 24840 1 2657 10 37758 9 30232
Zanzibar ' 1 2767 1 1070 tf— "

' Foreign Countries, 

Abadan 2 41194 2 6059
Atnerica 91 69424 12 40868 9 31101 45 147752 46 153069 32 111326
Bangkok »■ .. 12 10123 24 24291 14 12011 9 16925 l l 22387 1 651
Barcelona 14 ' 34908 9 23262 3 6578 13 30672 9 22739 3 7230
Beira — — 2 6388 — --- ' I 2862 1 2877 — —
Christiania • « 6 16726 7 19666 2 3848 8 20696 8 22047 1 2874
Delagoa Bay 11 26320 1 2093 5 8998 . --- — — — —,
Denmark .. * 11 29918 6 16118 --- . 11 27049 7 20483 2 « 6075
Djibouti
DdtcH East Indies

---- __ — — ' — ---- — — 1 2791
32 127643 15 60131 8 24409 67 246333 35 117400 11 ■ 34107

France 44 173307 41 183688 28 111072 50 177063 44 177652 38 139699
French India 65 3253 39 7680 33 2087 65 14548 43 . 4426 29 ■ 4041
Gothenbiirg 4 9734 4 10923 -- - — 1 2521 ■--- — — —
Guam — — --- » — — — --- --- - 1 2985 1 6835
Hankow — — — — — 4 16732 2 5604 ,-- —
Holland 53 201384 24 83295 — — 16 64718 3 8958 3 8296
Ilo Ho — ---- . _ — -̂- — 1 4750 — w ---- . -__
Italy * • • 11 30853 10 31025 5 13842 7 22403 10 29624 6 14604
laBau 84 343232 78 S81061 76 267103 29 162270 6 26962 3 8769
Kochichahg — _ _ — — ---- — 1 2217 —
LoUrenco Marques. . — __ 13 S3625 8 24343 — '--- 1 2877 1 2320
Masso-wah 2 4344 » — — — — — -7- — —
Mororan 2 5916 3 5194 — --- 1 ---- — _ __ — ■--
Nankin — ■ — 1 3617 — — 1 2566 1 5009 —
Philippine Islands . . 16 45422 10 30676 4 15170 16 38920 10 25793 3 6678
Polo Sambo . , 4 7634 13 17836 13 13539 — 2 2228 ,4 4555
Port Arthur 1 3941 — — — --- ■ ---- ■------- — -  - -a.
Russia 2 2302 1 3205 _ — 16 3922Ó 9 30348 5 6037
Sabang , .  ■ 
Saigon

1 4433 1 29M 4 7908 2 8679 4 6495 2 6940
12 36416 8 26189 4 13905 3 10939 7 .24^01 6 14863

Shanghai 1 3025 1 3197 _ — —; . — ____ _

Soe Soe — — — — . 4 3503 1 1070 1 1952 3 2469
Tjilatjap — — — — — -- 1 3839 - - -, -  - , • —

Torreveiga 1 2510 1 4476 — — — '— — — ■ -------

Total 3407 6253060 3407 4687349 2992 3086337 3377 5271837 3äS4 4668687 2072 30Ö7441
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Ap^en^E 17.-^Number, Tonnage, and Crews of Vessels of each Nation entered at Potts in the Island of
Ceylon fn the Yeftr 1917.

íJatáonaJity^of Vessels. *

Entered.

With Cargoes. ' In Ballast. Total.

Vessels. Tons. tjrews. Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessels. Tons. Crews.

rUnited Kingdom 1,216 1,572,416 71,994 166 636,974 14,243 1,382 2,208,390 86,237
British ■<Colonial 1,076 87,756 13,987 131 5,198 1,693 1,207 92,964 15,680

1Maldivian 98 12,898 1,295 1 127 15 99 13.025 1,310
f American 2 6,606 151 2 2,253 140 4 8,859 291

Chinese 1 l ,3 l4 49 _ — 1 1,314 49
Danish ' --- — 3 5,254 139 3 6,264 139
Dutch 21 40,546 1,332 4 7,934 251 25 48,480 1,583
French 18 72,479 1,841 87 148,284 3,475 55 220,763 5,316
Greek 4 8,389 223 4 8,389 223

' Foreign Italian 9 23,193 511 7 21,988 399 16 46,181 910
Japanese 88 252,770 6,356 33 83,969 2,486 121 336,739 $,842
Norwegian 46 47,523 2,057 11 11,817 470 57 59,340 2,627
Russian 3 8,608 142 1 1.057 40 4 4,665 182
Spanish 3 7,887 206 2 3,352 82 6 11,239 288
Swedish 6 14,275 329 2 4,596 111 8 18,870 440
P̂ortuguese — — — 1 2,875 47 1 2,8V5 47

, - ,  Total . . 2,587 '2,143,271 100,250 405 943,066 23,814 2,992 3,080,337 124,064

Appen^x 18.—Nnmher, Tonnage, Und Crews of Vessels of each Nation cleared at Ports in the Island of
Ceylon in the Year 1917.

Cleared.

Nationality of Vessels. With Cargoes. In Ballast. Total.

Vessels. Tons. Crews. Vessefe. Tons. Crews. - Vessels. Tons.“’ Crews.

rUnited Kingdom 1,114 1,593,384 67,283 265 610,495
it)

18,462 1 ,3 7 9

•
2,203,879 85,745

British -( Colonial 464 36,325 5,764 728 53,703, 8,948 1,192 90,028 1 4 , 7 1 2
(Maldivian • 58 8,300 743 42 4,709 577 100 13,069 1,320
1 American 4 8,859 291 ---- — — 4 8,859 291

Chinese ' . . — --- _ 1 1,314 49 1 1,314 49
. Danish 1 2,346 4$ 2 2,908 91 3 6,254 139

Dutch 10 8,737 483 15 39,743 1,100 25 48,480 1,583
French 33 134,365 3,162 22 86,398 2,154 55 220,763 5,316
Greek 3 6,432 170 1 1,967 63 4 8,389 223

Foreign Italian 7 17,549 389 9 27,632 521 19 46,181 Old
Japanese 84 281,063 8,181 34 44,173 2,478 118 325,236 8,659
Norwegian 26 31,069 1,248 31 28,271 1,279 57 ♦ 59,340 2,627
Russian , 4 4,665 182 — — — , 4 4,665 182
Spanish. 4 8,468 •229 1 2,771 59 5 11,239 288
Swedish 3 6,744 167 5 12,126 273 8 18,870 440

■ Portugueje 1 2,876 47 — — — •1 2,875 47

Total .. , 1,816 2,151,181 86,387 1,156 916,260 36,044 2,972 3,067,441 122,431
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Appendix 21.—Statement showing the Nuijiher and Nett Tonnage of British anpl Foreign Vessels (Sailing 
and Steam) which entered the Port of Colombo in each of the YeajS 1883 to 1917.

Tears.
steamers (exclnding thc^ 
whifih only called to Coal).

Steafflers which called to 
Cotd- Sailing Vessels. Total.

. No. Tons.Ji No. Tons, No. Tons. No. Tons.

1883 722 1,296,681 110 168,216 1,099 110,998 1,931 1,575,895
1884 693 1,293,033 136 217,419 1,144 138,284 1,972 1,648,736
1885 718 1,328,312 148 244,131 922 148,502 1,788 1,720,946
1886, • 780 1,361,150 136 219,132 962 253,984 1,878 1,834,266
1887 840 1,500,954 179 288,471 852 222,194 1,871 2,011,619
1888 885 1,713,933 256 432,133 '851 97,506 1,992 2,243,675
1889 * . 923 1,839,769 302 484,697 927 152,026 2,162 2,476,492
1890 1,034 1,961,687 344 657,646 785 119,293 2,163 2,638,626
1891 > 1.198 2,241,230 326 640,370 611 97,226 2,135 2,878,826
1892 1,192 2,257,380 307 520,299 730 136,554 2,229 2,914,233
1893 1*234 2,413,455 348 619,979 667 101,140 2,249 3 , 1 3 4 , 5 7 4
1894 1,444 2,593,126 369 696,683 669 '  80,904 2,472 3,370,673
1895 1,507 2,760,580 387 786,819 624 99,362 2,518 3,646,761
1896 1,558 2*965,816 384 794,899 700 116,447 2,648 3,876,162
1897 1,651 2,891,257 366 787,786 679 108,896 2,596 3,787,038
1898 1451 2,914,328 493 1,004,14$ 590 61,950 2 , 5 3 4 3,980,423
1899 1259 2,187,378 498 1,020,393 653 56,804 2,310 3,264,575
1900 1,729 3.774,501 607 1,309,760 667 58,243 2,903 5,142,604
1901 1,804 4,111,617 630 1,390,960 543 - 47,608 2,977 5,560,085
1902 1,887 4,524,032 610 1,339,946 646 50,209 3,043 5,914,216
1903 1.877 4,691,020 690 1,297,974 608 48,266 • 2,976 6^037,260
1904 1,966 5,142,562 505 1,373,484 603 53,260 3,064 6,569,306
1905 2,000 5,129,235 ^637 1,204,676 465 40,810 3,002 6,383,721
1906 2,251 6,236,858 416 922,863 428 44*306 3,092 7,204,027
1907 2,189 6,169,116 . 433 1,062,211 443 47,302 3,066 7,278,719
1908 ’ 2,224 6,487,598 389 998,538 392 30,688 3.005 7,525,824
1909 2,116 6,561,336 562 1,497,832 306 32,265 2,983 8,091,423

.1910 2,278 6,900,473 709 1,909,823 352 36,888 3,339 8,847*184
- 2,254 7,036,625 679 1,844,996 366 38,031 3,299 8,920,562

1912 , ^ 2,284 7,311,379 760 2,021,943 353 37,621 3,397 9,370,843
1913 2,335 7,679,348 644 1,796,648 331 34,639 3,310 9,610,532

J914 . * 2,027 6,718,485 609 1,713,617 306 35,027 2,942. 8,407,129
1915 . « • f 1,498 4,839,812 647 1,916,076 280 32.003 2,425 6,787,891
1916 .  , 1,277 4,183,182 729 1,988,166 296 32,136 2,302 6.203,474
1917 •• 914 2,745,992 3 4 6 862,946 318 37,318 1,577 3,646,256

Appendix 22»—Hatbour Dues ooUected at the PCrt of Cblombo during the Year 1917, 
with Corresponding figures for 1916.

Entering Dues 
Tonnage Dues 
Over-hour Dues 
jBuoy Bent 
Wharfage Dues 
Dues on Live Stock.

1916. 
Rs. c.

371,689 0  
486,261 21 

26,663 50 
2,265 0 

676,001 82 
26,265 60

Total . .  1,689,146 J3

1917.
-  Rs. o. 

220,706 O 
380,493 84
26,761 25 
9,746 0 

690,836 6 
18,980 0

1,247,612 IS

Appendix 23.—Details of Port and Harbour Dfies according to the Character of Shipping during the Year ended 1917.

Entering Dues. Over-hour Dues. Tonnage Dnes. Live Stock. Dues. Wharfage.

Description pf 
,VesseJs. Foreign.

>-̂ ------

Coast» Exceeding
Exceeding 
2SS Sours

Under 200 Tons. Over 200 Terns.
Export. Import. Export.wise. 96 Sours. and Buoy 

Bwt. Import. Export. Import. Export.

Bs; 0 . Bs. c. Bs. c. Bs. 0 . Bs. c. Rs. e. Be. c. Bs. c.
8

f
00
5

■■499
o ek <0

Steamers
•1

2 0 6 ,0 2 0 ' 0

>
850 0 15,797 26 7,653 0 184,936 16 109,461 55

CO
00»H

0
<0

l>
30
CO

0
to
1 0

Coal Steamers 11,920 0 — 4,622 5 0 1,635 0 — 79,653 31 n CO

l âtive Craft.. .2,766 0 2 ^ 0  0 991 SO 6,905 0 4,562 86 1,641 35 59 51 179 10 Ph K 4

Total ..' 219,708 0 1,090. 0 21,311 25 15,195 0
£ .

4,562 86 1,641 36 264,648 98 109,640 65 18,377-60 602-40 336,767-85 255,068-21

9(n)18

    
 



A 42 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917.

Appendix 24.—Recapitulation of Harboiir Dues since first collected in 1883.

[Past II.

Year. Entering Dues. Overi-hour Dues 
and Buoy Bent. Tonnage Dues. Live Stock Dues. Wharfage Dues. Total.

Rs. c. Rs. 0. Rs. c. Rs. Rs. c. Rs. 0 .

1883 to
-1905 , , 4,211,728 50 310,498 50 6,322,306 20 676,802 72 7,105,631 72 17,625,867 64

1906 301,410 0 22,795 0 417,499 90 48,450 20 493,838 48 1,283,993 63
1907 295,706 0 20,831 25 406,908 62 50,509 0 621,852 63 1,295,8P6 50
1908 306,865 0 25.698 75 443,646 95 46,990 10 629,247 90 1,352,364 70
1909 -, , 616,130 50 $0,065 25 444,002 48 38,614 0 553,960 60 1,682,772 83
1910, 1st ■

half ' , , 306,258 60 32,788 75 263,660 98 19,430 80 291,366 69 913,404 72
1910-11 497,854 50 37,459 0 492,666 1$ 39,871 10 618,813 0 1,686^663 73
1911-12 587,373 50 32,320 50 638,203 29 43,438 4$ 623,679 60 ■ 1,825,015 34
1912-13 , , 590,612 0 $3,836 0 667,397 59 46,722 $0 671,786 18 1,899,763 57
1913, 2nd

277,658half • •• 0 18,218 60 316,014 89 22,431 60 361,435 92 985,758 91
1914 , , 621,997 0 64,213 0 . 511,960 25 38,134 20 903,992 89 2,030,297 34
1915 , , 409.463 25 63,496 0 496,798 14 22,647 60 651,974 40 1,634,379 39
1916 , , 371,689 0 28,928 60 486,261 21 26,265 60 676.001 82 1 589 146 13
1917 220,796 6 36,506 26 = 380,49J 84 18,980 0 690,836 6 1,247.612 15

Total • • 9,414,940 75 737,655 25 11,077,720 47 1,138,294 17 14,684,325 89 36,952,836 53

January 3

January 6
January 6

January 8

January 11

January 11

January 12

January 18

January 21

January 22

January 22
January 24
February 1

February 6

February 8
February

C
8

February 10

February 10

February 14

February 14

February 22
March 7

March 8 '
March 8

March 14
March 14

Appen^bt 25.—^List of Principal Emergency Measures affecting Trade owing to the
War during 1917.

A Government Notification to importers regarding certificates of origin and Interest'^ 
(«ide Notification of March 14, 1917)»

A Government Notification making certain additions to the China and Siam White Lists. 
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the China 

White List.
A Royal ProOlamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory 

Black List.
A Royal Proclamation prohibiting the importation of certain articles into the United 

Kingdom.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles the 

exportation of which is restricted from Ceylon (superseded by Proclamation of July 6, 
1917).'

A Royal Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles 
to be treated as contraband of waj.

A Royal Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory 
List. i.

A Royal Proclamation prohibiting the importation of cocaine and Opium into the United 
Kingdom.

A Royal Proclamation with regard to the inportation into Ceylon of cdl goods exported 
from the countries ef China and Siam»

A Proclamation with regard to the exportation from Ceylon of all goods to China and Siam.
A Government Notification making certain additions to the Siam White List.
A Governr^nt Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, thè White 

List for China.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 

Lists for China and Siam,
A Proclamation prohibiting the exportation of certain articles to the Netherlands.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles the 

exportation of which is restricted from Ceylon (superseded by Proclamation of July 6, 
1917).

A Royal Proclamation prohibiting the importation of certain articles into the United  
Kingdom
Prohibition of Import No. 12, Proclamation of 1916 ; prohibition of Import No. 2, 

Proclamation of 1916 ; prohibition of Import No. 13, Proclamation of 1916.
A Royal Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of 

articles to be treated as contraband of war.
A Royal Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory 

List.
A Government Notification publishing a consolictatiug Statutory List complete to 

December 22,1916. «
A Government Notification making certain additions to the White List for ChiiA.
A Proclamation making certain amendments in, and additions to, the list of articles the 

exportation of which is restricted from Ceylon (superseded by Ikoclamation of July 6,
m ? ) .  , .  ,

A Proclamation restrictingrthe exportation of tea to the United Kingdom.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 

List for China.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory List,
A Proclamation certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles the

exportation of which is restricted from Ceylon (superseded by Koeiamation of July 6, 
1917).
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March 14

March 16

March 19
March 21
April 11
April 18

April 18

Aprif 20
April 21

April 25

April * 26

April 30
April 30

May 2

May 3

»May 4

May 8

May 12

May 16
May ♦ 16

May
% 1

21

28•
•

M.ay -28

May 28
May 30

May - 30

May 31

June 8

June

•

19

June 20

June
•

22

July 5

July 6
July 6
July 7

' July 12

J u ly ^ 13
July 16

July 21

July 30
August 2 .
August 4

August • 6

August- 8

Augfist
August 8
August 13

August 17
August 17 ,

A Government Notification to importers regarding certificates of origin and interest 
(vide Notification of January 3,1917).

A Government Notification regarding th.e. marking of manifests and bills of lading for 
goods consigned to the Netherlands Oversea Trust.

A Proclamation prohibiting the exportation of specie from Ceylon.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, thé Statutory List.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory List. , 
A Royal Proclamation relating to the prohibition on the importation of certain articles 

into the United Kingdom.
A Royal Proclamation adopting further measures to prevent commodities from reaching 

or leaving Germany.
A Government Notification publishing consolidating White Lists for China and Siam.
A Proclamation prohibiting the exportation of certain goods to the Netherlands (super­

seded by Proclamation of August 29,1917).
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 

List for China. .
A Proclamation relating to the prohibition on the exportation of rubber and tin from 

Ceylon.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory List.
A Government Notification to importers regarding certifieates of origin and interest for 

goods imported from Hayti.
A Proclamation removing from the Statutory List the names of all persons and bodies in 

Porto Rico, thê  Philippines, and the United States of America.
. A Government Notification to importers regarding certificates of origin and interest for 

postal parcels from Panama and the Panama Canal Zone.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and améndments in, the White 

List for China.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 

Lists for China and Siam.
A Proclamation prohibiting the exportation of certain goods to Switzerland (amended by 

Proclamation of October 6, 1917).
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory L ist..
A Proclamation removing frojn the Statutory List the names of all persons and bodies 

in Japan.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles the 

exportation of which is restricted from Ceylon.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles the 

exportation of which is restricted from Ceylon (superseded by Proclamation of July 6, 
1917).

A Royal Proclamation prohibiting the importation of certain firticles into the United 
Kingdorn.

A Government Notification publishing a consolidating Statutory List.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 

List for China.
A notice to shippers and ships’ agents with regard to the exportation of goods in jute 

coverings to Denmark and Greece.
Anotice to shippers stating that the import and export prohibitions in the UnitedKingdom  

apply to goods sent to the United Kingdom for transhipïnent as well aS to direct imports 
and exports.

A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles the 
exportation bf which is restricted from Ceylon (superseded by Proclamation of July 6, 
1917).

A Royal Proclamation making, certain addition^ to, and amendments in, the Statutory 
List.

A Proclarnation making certain additions to, and amendments in, tlfe list of articles the 
exportation Of which is restricted from Ceylon (superseded by R^oclamation of July 6, 
1917).

A Government Notification making certain additions to the White Lists for Ghfea and 
Siam. *

A Royal Proclamation adopting further measures to prevent commodities from reaching 
the enemy.

A Proclamation restricting the exportation of certain articles from Ceylon.
A Proclamation publishing a consolidating Statutory List.
A Government Notification to importers regarding certifiçates of origin and interest. * 
A Royal Ihoclamation prohibiting the importation Of certain articles into the United 

Kingdom.
A Government Notification publishing consolidating White Lists for CjiinU and Siam.
A Proclamation with, regard to  the working of radio-telegraph statiohs on board ships 

while within a harbour of Ceylon.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and améndments in, the White 

List for China. •
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory List.
A Proclamation prohibitihg the exportation of certain articles to Switzerland.
A Government Notification vesting certain trade marks ♦belonging to enemy subjects 

in the Custodian of Enemy Property.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendmeUts in, the White 
. List for China.

A Proclamation prohibiting the importation of tea into Ceylon, except under license from 
the Principal Collector of Customs.

A Notification with regard to the importation of tea by post.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory List.
A Government Notification publishing a despatch received from the Secretary of State 

for the Colonies with regard to arrangements to be made in connection with goods 
brought to the United Kingdom for transhipment to destinations overseas.

A Proclamation pubfishing a consolidating Statutory List revised up to June 22, 1917.
A Royal Proclamation prohibiting the importation of certain articles into the United 

Kingdom.
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August 17

August 20

August 27

August 29

August 29
September -4

September 4
September 11

September 12

September 14
September 17
September 18

October 4
October 6

October 6

October 8

October 12
October 19

October 19

October 20

October 20
October 22

October 26
October 30

October 30
October 30
November 2

November 5
November 10

November 15

November 16

November 20
November 23
November 29

December 7'
December M>
December 12
December 13
December 14

December 19
December 20

CEYLON AOMINISTIIATION REFORTS; FOR 1917. [P art II.

December 21 
December 28 
December 29

A Froolamatioji making cert%ia additions to, and amendments iii, the list of articles the 
exportation Of which is restricted from Ceylon.

A (government-Notification'making certain additions to, and amendments in, the JVhita 
Lists for China and Siam.

A (Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 
List for China.

A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles the 
exportation Of which is restricted from Ceylon.

A Proclamation prohibiting the exportation pf certain articles io  the Nellwlands.
A Proclamation consolidating. With additions and amendments, the  lists of articles to be 

treated as contraband of war.
A Proclamation piaking certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory List!
A (Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 

List for China.
Ordinance No. 2itof 1917 making further amendments to “ The Trading with theilnemy 

(Ordinance, No. 20 of 1914.’*
A Proclamation prohibiting the exportation of certain articles from Ceylon. *
A proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory List.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the China 

White List.
A Iftmclanoatiou making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory List.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles the 

exportation of which to Switzerland is prohibited [vide Proclamation of May 12, 1917).
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles the 

exportation of which is restricted from Ceylon.
A Proclamation prohibiting the exportation of certain articles from Ceylon to any, 

destination in  the Netherlands, Norway, Denmark, and Sweden. '
A Government Notification publishing a consolidating White List for China and Siam.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the China 

apd Siam White Lists.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 

List for China.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the list of articles the 

exportation of which is restricted from Ceylon.
A Proclamation publishing a consolidating Statutory List. >
A Royal Proclamation prohibiting the importation of certain articles into the United é 

Ningdom. *■ ^
A notice relating to the export of cacao to the United Kingdom.
A Royal Proclamation prohibiting the importation of certain articles into the.Unifcd 

Kingdom.
A Royal Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory List.
A Government Notification publishing a list of articles declared to be contraband of war.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 

List for China.
A Government Notification making certain additions to the White List for Siam.
A Proclamation prohibiting tW  exportation of certain articles frOm Ceylon to all 

destinations.
A notice regarding applications to the Indents Committee fop the exportation of prohibited 

goods (vide Proclamation of November 10,' 1917).
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 

Lists for China and Siam. * «
A Government Notification relating to  the working of vessels with the utmost despatch.
A Proclamation making certain additions to, and amendments in, the Statutory List.
A Proclamation making certain amendments in the list of articles the exportation of which 

is restricted from Ceylon.
A notice regarding the purchase of tea by Government for the United Kingdom. 
AGnvernment Notification makiug certain additions to the White List for Siam.
A notice regarding the exportation of tea tO the United Kingdom.
A notice regarding the exportation of tea to the Uniteci Kingdom.
A Government Notification making certain additions to, and amendments in, the White 

List for China.
A notice regarding the exportation of tea to the United Kingdom.
A Proclamation making certain additions to the Proclamation of November 10, 1917, 

prohibiting tW  exportation <d certain goods to all destinations,
A proclamation pubUshing a consolidating Statutory List. ,
A Government Notification making certain additions to the White List fpr China.
A Government Notification making certair^additions to, and amendmetits in, the list of 

articJles the exportation of which is restricted from Ceylon.
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THE EXCISE DEPAETMENT.

REPORT OE THE EXCISE COMÜdlSSIONER EOE 1917.

I.-*-lNTEODtrOTOPY.

' The Excise Department entered upon the sixth year of its existence in 19l7.
■ 2. Though the nucleus of a staff was formed in 19U, there was not a legally constituted Excise 

ff)6partment till January 1, 1913, the date on which the Excise Ordinance, Jffo, 8 of 1912, was brought 
into operation.

. 3. Some new rules- and regulations weré made nl 1917 under the Excise Ordinancê  but the 
Ordinance itself remains as it stood wheij passed by the Legislative Council in 1914. The liòenses under 
which pMsons may carry on any trade iu foreign liffuOr wra:e amended. New rules were also frapied 
regarding the hours of opening and closing places licensed for the sale of liquor.

4. ’ The Excise Commission appointed in 1916 to consider th© arrangements for the manufacture 
and sale of spiritó presented its report to Government in 1917. The recommendations of the Commission

sjhave been generally approved by Government, and steps have been taken to give effect to these recpm- 
mapdsiions. *

II,—Staee.
5. The sanctioned strength of the Excise Department in 1917 was 1 Excise Commissioner, 

1 Deputy Commissioner of Excise, 4 Assistant Commissioners of Excise, 1 Excise Adviser, 2 Superin­
tendents of Excise, 13 Assistant Superintendents of Excise, 1 Distillery Officer, lOl Excise Inspectors, 
and some 228 Excise peons, in additioif. to  a clerical staff. The Deputy Commissioner continued to act 
as Excise Commissioner, in addition to his own duties, till December 4, 1917, when he was appointed 
Tea Commissioner for Ceylon under the Imperial Government. Mr. E. C. Ward assumed duties as 
Acting Excise Commissioner, in addition tò his own duties as Excise Adviser, from December 5, 1917. 
Mr. T. W. Roberts, C.C.S., wag appointed an Assistant Commissions of Excise on January 6 ,1917. He 
took charge of the Central Division, with effect from March 1,1917, thus relieving Mr. H. C. R. Anthohisz, 
Assistant Superintendent of Excise, whô was Acting Assistant Commissioner, Central Division. Mr. J.- 
Devane, C.C.§., Assistant Commissioner of Excise, Southern Division, went home on one year’s leave 
from Eebruary 2l, 1917. He was Succeeded by Mr. N. E. Em$t, C.C.S. Mr. D. H. Balfour, C.G.S., was 
appointed an Assistant Commissioner of Extise, with effect from June 5, 1917.

III.—CoTJNTBY SriEir,
6. D is tille ries .—^Mudaliyar J. V. G. Jayawardene continued to be in charge of the Distillery 

Circle throughout 1917.
7. His staff of five Inspeetors, besides some peons, was slightly increased by the appointment of 

a personal assistant to the Superintendent, p is tU le ry  Circle.
8. D is tille ries  Were licensed in 1917 as fpllows :—

In the Kalutara Distriet- 
In the Galle District , .  
In the Matara District-

Total

171
61
9

231

These contained 280 stills, with an average capacity of nearly 208 gallons per stUl.
9. The corresponding figures were: In 1915 247 distilleries with 282 stiUs; in 1916 219 

distilleries with 260 stills,.
10.  ̂ The number of trees licensed to be tapped for the supply of toddy to these distilleries was 

329,722 in 1917, as against 302,755 in 1916.
i:̂ . The accounts kept at the d is tille ries g ive  approx im ate ly  thfe following figures :—

■ . 1916. 1917.
Gallons. Gallons.

Toddy broughkintp the distilleries , .  . .  . .  9,781,948 . .  9,641,908
Arrack manufactured therefrom in terms of 26 degrees under proof . .  1,389,470 . .  1,371,240
Arrack manufactured therefrom in terms of proof spirit . .  . .  1,042,102 . .  1,028,430
Number of gallons of arrack at proof strength distilled from 100 gallons of toddy io -6  . .  10-7

»  If

12. I t  w i l l  be observed that, though the number of trees licensed in 1917 was larger than the 
number so licensed in 1916, there was a decrease iu the quantity of toddy brought into the distilleries, 
and a corresponding decrease in the quantity of arrack manufactured therefrom in 1917.

9(n)18
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13. This decrease is in a great measure due to distilleries receiving a very low* price for their
arrack. Many were accordingly not ih a position to  pay their tappers regularly, and this led to large 
numbers of trees being abandoned. These conditions undoubtedly led also to greater illicit sales of 
toddy at topes and increased smuggling of arrack from distilleries. »

14. Wholesale Warehouses.—^These are also under the supervision of the distillery staff, and were 
licensed during 1917 as follow s:—•

In Colombo District 
In Kalutara District 
Ip Galle District

8
37

2-

47

The corresponding figure in 1916 Was 48.
15. The Superintendent with his small staff has, therefore, to supervise, not only these warehouses, 

but also some 231 distilleries and 329,722 tr0es tapped for them.
16. The distillery staff in 1917 conducted 117 successful prosecutions, as agamst 53* in the 

precedmg year.
17. In addition to these caseŝ  287 other offences brought by the Superintendent of Distillery 

Circle u.nd his men were in 1917 compounded fOr a total sum of Rs, 1,299’ 50. In 1916 317 such cases 
Were çompounded for Bs. 1,354.

18. T%e Ceylon Sugar Refineries, lA m ited .— T̂he Company’s distillery at ValluVedditturai is under 
the direct control of the Distillery Offiôer. Under him are a Distillery Inspector and 4 peons.

19. The distillery, which Was licensed to distil from molasSes as from December, 1916, cpntinued
to work throughout 1917. * ' ,

20. The quantity of spirit manufactured itt 1^17 was 143,428’ 8 gallons in terms of proof strength.
21. The manufacture of sugar Was also continued throughout 1917.
22. Government Experim ental R is ii lk ry .-^ 'N o  work was.Carried on at this distillery in 1917.
23. A rra c k  Rents.— T̂hese run, as do almost all liquor licenses, from October to September. The 

, rents were sold in May, 1917, under amended arrack'rent sale conditions.
24. By virtue of these amendments the minimum selling price of arrack at 26 degrges under

proof was fixed at Rs. 9* 60 per gallon, and steps were 'also taken to prevent cheap sales at the end of 
the rent period. *

25. The hours during which sales should take place were also considerably curtailed. The» 
opening hour was fixed at 8 a.m,, and the closmg hour generally at 6.30 p .m. ; but Govemrpeif̂ ^§®its 
were authorized, after consulting their Advisory Committees, to extend the closiug hour in certain 
cases and within certain limits.

26. The rents were sold in May, 1917, and it wfil be observed from the figures furnished in 
Appendix C that they fetchOd Es. 7,814,121 • 65, the highest sum on record.

27. This increase fn the amount of revenue derived from the sale of arrack rents is not attributable
to an increase in the consumption of arrack. As a matter of fact, there Was a fall in the consumption of 
arrack, The Island’s consumption Was, in 1917, 1,144,132 gallons fat nominally 27 degrees under proof), 
as against 1,286,367 in 1916 and 1,307,166 the average of the three previous years. ^

28. In previous rOports it has been pointed out that the value of the rent's depends orr two main 
factors

(a) The price the renters have to pay to distillers or wlÿ)lesale dealers for their arraCk ;
lb ) The price at which they can sell arrack. , •
29. ’' Throughofit 1917 the wholesale price of arraçk was low. This Was in a great measure due 

to the arrack manufactured by the Ceylon Sugar Refineries distillery being put on the market..
30. Renters were also able to get high prices for their arrack for the following reasons '
(а) The increased import duty, the higher prices demanded m Europe, increasing freight, and 

other charges have all tended to force up the price at which foreign liquor Pan be sold in 
the Island, thus maMng it increasingly difficult for whisky, brandy, and gin to compete with 
arrack.

(б) The activity of the Excise Department has to a great extent reduced the volume of illicit 
sales of liquor.

31. It wiU be observed from the figures furnished in Appendix E that the selling price of arrack 
mows a tendency to rise steadily.

32. C onsum ptio fi.-^ 'F igaros showing the consumption of arrack are given in Appendix F. The 
consumption in 1917 was 142,235 gallons less than that of 19l6, and 163,034 gallons less than that of the 
recorded average Consumption of the three previous years.

33. This decrease may be attributed to—
(1) High prices demanded for arrack ;
(2) Diminished spending capacity dUe to the fall in the price of copra and other produce as a result

of the war I '
(3) Early closing hours of taverns ;
(4) Smuggling of arrack in the distillery area due to the great difference between thé wholesale

price of arrack, which was about Re. 1 per gallon, and the retail price nt arrack tav^Sj Viz., 
Rs. 9- 60 per gallon ; ' -

(5) Increase in the consumption of toddy.
34. Appendix G contains figures of arrack rent revenue in recènt years with reference to the 

population in each rent area, galloUage consumed, and the number of taVems.
35. Appendix H gives figures showing the arrack rent revenue and arrack consumption with 

reference to population and area m each rent during the financial year October, 1916, to September, 
lOiy. The Colombo rent, as usual, pays the largest revenue, and shows the greatest consumption per 
head of population. Chfiaw, as regards consumption, comes next to Colombo ; while Batticaloa, Matara, 
and BTambantota consume the least.
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36. Appendix I  shows the arrack rent revenue for 1917-18 and th e arra0k consum ption for
1916-17 with reference to th e population and area in  each arrack Jent area. Colombo, Negom bo, Ohilaw, 
and P^nadure rents'have th e largest numbers of tavein s per 100 square m iles,- but these ar® densely 
populated areas. -

37. The statem ent m ade in previous reports th at sparsity of taverns does not necessarily na^un 
small consumption is again illustrated by the follow ing figures

Matale
Galle
Matara
Mannar

Arraek Taveras Per 
100 Square Miles.

0-77
' . .  10-12 

7-48 
0-99

IV .—T o n p Y .

Consumption, Per 
Head ef Population.

• 20 of a gallon 
•18 do.
• 08 do.
• 30 do.

^8. Appendix J shows the number of toddy taverns sanctioned and the amount realized b y  rent 
sales since 1913-14.

S9. In  1913-14 there were 989 toddy taverns ; this number has been steadily reduced, the 
num ber in  1917-18 being 787, i.e., 202 taverns have been abolished since 1013-14.

40. I t win also be observed from the same Appendix (J) that the rent realized by the tod d y  tent 
sales for the 1917-18 rent period is the highest on rècord, while thè amoxmt realized for the 1916-17 rent 
period exceededThat for the previous rent period by Rs. 485,928.

41. Particulars as regards- consumption Of toddy and number of trees marked are given in 
Appendix K . I t  m ust, however, be remembered that figures relating to  consumption of toddy must 
Tje regarded only as approxim ate. I t has also tp be remembered th at these figures do n o t take into 
consideration the large quantities of toddy th at are illicitly  consumed a t topes, &e, There were also 
some 241,837 trees tapped for sw eet toddy, and it  is known that som e of this toddy is stealth ily  
fermented and sold or, a t any rate, consumed as ferm ented toddy. ^

42. According to  the registers some 4,627,097 gallons of toddy were sold  in  1917, as against
3,998,645 gallons in 1916. The increase is largely due to (i.) the decrease in the consumption of arrack, 
which is* a more expensive drink ; (ii.) E xcise activ ity  in  putting down illicit manufacture and rUicit 
sale of toddy. ,  . ,

% 43. The number of treeè licensed th  be tapped for fermented toddy for taverns were :—

In 1917
U  1916

Coconut.
162,208
151,700

91,846
96,208

Kitul.
29,716-
34,179

44. Appendix i i  gives the number of trees licensed to be tapped for sweet toddy ; 241,837 trees 
were so licensed in 1917, às against 203,164 trees in 1916.

45. Appendices L  1 and L  2  give particulars of tpddy consumption, consumption per head of 
population, distribution of taverns, &c.

46. Appendix M gives the prices which prevailed in each district.
47. (toddy Taverns in  JMstillery .4rea.-—A few toddy taverns wère opened in the distillery area in

1915., They are intended to meet to some extent the licit demand for toddy in this aiea, but th^  also 
serve to inicate the extent of illicit consumption in theseparts.

“ V .—Eobeige Liquor.
48. As from October 1, 1917, the foreign liquor,licenses were amended, new conditions being 

imposed, restricting the hours pf sale, and embodying other recommendations made in th& Excise 
Commission Report.

49. Appendix 0 shows-the number of country liquor and foreign liquor licenses for the year
1917‘-18, with corresponding figures for 1916-17. There has been a further reduction ifl. 1917-18 in the 
nnttiber pf licensed places. A number of “ oh” and licenses were cancelled, as they were
considered unnecessary.

50. Appendices 0, P, and Q give particulars of the revenue derived from foreign liquor licenses 
as for 1917-18 and for some previous years.

51. The decrease in 1917-18 is due to the reduction in the number of licenses and to the much
smafier business now done in foreign liquor. ,

52. Appendix R gives figures of imports qf foreign liquor since 1910. Thè faU in imports in 1917 
is very marked. Thè war, higher itnpott duty, and higher licensing fees have contributed to this faB.

53. Appendix S shows the prevailing sale prices by glass and by bottle in the difierent disteicts 
in January and December, 1917. Iti Will be observed that there has been a big jump in the prices in the 
twelve months ended December, 1917. This is due to the iUcreased cost price of liquor, freight difiSculties, 
&c., in consequence of the war.

54. During the year 638' 5 gallons pf denatured spirit were made and sold by the Ceyjon Sugar
Refineries, Ltd. The Company also sold in 1917 177’ 4 gallons of rectified spirit, on which duty was 
recovered at tariff rate. ♦

,  VI.-—I n ìo x iQating Drugs.
Ss. CoóaiUe, ganja (including bhang), and preparations of admixtures thereof fall under this, 

heading. Opium does not cOme under the Excise Ordinance ; it is regulated under another Ordinance.
66. La spite of the large number of ganja cases detected, and in spite of the severe sentences 

passed on pefsons convicted of dealing in ganja, the ganja habit shows little or no tendency to decrease.
57. In 1917 227 persons were Convicted for ilheit possession of intoxicating drugs (ganja in 

almost every case), and the total fines imposed in these cases amounted to Rs. 28,048*50. The 
corresponding figures for 1916 are 261 persons and Rs. 36,010.

58. Cocaine.—.Regulations have been framed restricting the importation of cocaine, and efforts 
are made to regulate its use strictly.

59. After the close Of 1917 no further licenses will be issued for the cultivation of coca plants.
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VH.-rExc|sB OrfENcbs.
60. Appendices T, Ùj and V give statemeiits regarding Excise offenées. In  1917 2,449 pèrsops 

wer« convicted, as against 2,026 in the previous year ; while the amount of fines imposed (not necessarily 
recovered) in 19l7 was Rs. 126,646' l l ,  as against Rs. 128,794• 10 in 1916.

61. The percentage of convictions to cases instituted was : in 1917, 83‘6 ; in 1916, 88’6.
62. Appendix W shows the cases compounded by the Department without reference to courts. 

1,680 cases were so dealt with in 1917, as against 1,742 cases in 1916. The fines in 1917 amounted to 
Rs, 22,520, as against Rs. 20,055 m 1916.

63. Appendix X  shows the rewards paid in Connection with Excise caSes in 1917.

VIII.—Reventje and Expenditure. **
64. Strict economy 'I’fas enforced in 1917, savings being effected whenever possible. The 

total expenditure of the Department for 1017 was Rs. 419,583'08. This includes salaries of aU officers 
(including members of the Civil Service) and men, travelling allowances, and rewards paid.

65. The following statement gives some of the more important items of Excise rev6nu6 from
1913-U :—

A m o u n t o f  su ccessfu l offers for  arrack  ren ts  
in  te r m s  o f  tw ^ v e  m o n th s  

A m o im t o f  su ccessfu l offers for  to d d y  r e n ts in  
te r m s o f  tw e lv e  m o n th s , .

A m O im t o f  fo re ig n  liq u or licen se  fe e s  in  term s  
Of tw e lv e  m o n ih s  . .

A m o u n t o f  co u n try  liquor lic e n se  fe e s in  term s  
o f  tw e lv e  m o n th s . . .

T o ta l

19 lâ -14 . 1914-15. 1915-10. 1916-17, 1917-18.
A s. R s. * E s. Bs. E s.

5 ,78 4 ,9 6 4  . . 7 ,204,551 . . 6 ,7 4 7 ,3 7 8  . . 7 ,807 ,658  . . 7 ,814,121

 ̂ 878 ,418  . . 1 ,217 ,944  . . 973 ,844  . . 1 ,459 ,772^ .., 1 ,648 ,606

115 ,240  . . 150 ,429  . . 14 4 ,2 8 0  . . 144 ,280^ ., 12 9 ,1 1 8

1 6 ,7 2 5  . 16 ,400  . . 1 $ ,9 8 0  . 15,750 . , 1 6 ,2 5 0

6 ,7 0 5 ,3 4 7 8,589 ,324 7,882 ,462 9 ,4 2 7 ,m 9 ,607 ,995

licenses.

66. Assmning the revenue in 1917 to be Rs. 9,607,995 andjthe expenditme to be Rs. 419,583,
the expenditttre would amount to Only 4' 36 per cent, of the revenue. '' ,

IX .—E xoisr Statistics.
67. Appendices Y 1 and Y 2 give comprehensive figures for the 1915-16 and 1916-17 rents a sd^

J.ÇJ ^

X .~M lS C E L L A itE O tJS . ■ . '

j68. * Advisory These Committees Were- first established in October, 1913, with
powers to deal with the opening of new taUems, the closure of existing taverns, and transferring taVems 
from cme locality to another. The Committees, however, exercised their powers on tavern lists only for
1914-15 and onwards.

69. In  November, 1917, their constitution was so altered as to give the unofficial- members a 
majority on every Advisory Committee. The Committee have now been allowed powers to fix within 
certain limits the opening and closing hours of taverns.

70. The Excise Commission which Sat recently has made certain recommendations, which have - 
considerably enlarged the powers of thèse Committees.

71. An has akeady been pointed out, there has been a steady reduction m the numbers of taverns :
arrack, tOddy, and foreign liquor. The suhjomed statement illuStratés this :— f

Total.

g ,0 0 9 *
1 ,964  
1^06^
1,741  
1 ,728  
1 ,6 6 7

* Excludes foreign liquor taverfls.

The reductions, therefore, have beén aS follows :—  ' ^  ■ t - ..
Arrack Taverns. T oddy Taverns, “emT

Arrack TaVem s. T oddy T averns. Foreign Liquor Taverns.
1 9 1 2 -1 3 8 4 4  ' 1 ,1 6 5 —
1 9 1 3 -1 4 832 967 165
1 9 1 4 -1 5 808, 841 167
1 9 1 5 -1 6 780 810 151
1 9 1 6 -1 7 771 - 806 151 .
1 9 1 7 -1 8 738 787 132

• B e fo r e  th e  A d v iso ry  C o m m ittees g o t to  w o rk  . . l 2 198 . .  N o t  known.
A fte r  th e  A d v iso ry  C o m m ittees  g o t  to  w o rk  . . 94 •• 180 33

T o ta l . . 106 tr* 378 33

72* Recrititrmnt of Staff.—-In accordance with the system of recruitment introduced in 1916, 
twelve outside candidates and two clerks already in the Department were taken on in 1917 and began 
their training as “ Excise learUers.” • , '

73. Oo-operation zvith Employers of Labour.—-Assistant CommissioUers, Assistant Superintendents,
and Inspectors of Excise continue to kéep in close touch with employers Of all large labour forces, and to 
consult such employers regarding drink problems and driuk troubles among coolies and to give assistance. 
The results in this connection have been quite satisfactoiy. •

74. Staff Work.— În 1917 six Inspectors were discontinued and one resigned. The work of the 
staff, on the whole, was satisfactory. Special mention may be mad^ of the Assistant Commissioners of 
Excise, Messrs. Roberts, Turner, Balfour, Ernst, and De Livera, for their ready co-operafSon?and valuable 
Assistancè rendered. Mention must also b0 made of the good work and energy displayed by Mudaliyar 
Jayawardene* Superintendent of Excise, Distillery Circlq.

E. 0. WARD,
Colómbo, May 24, 1918. Acting Excise Commissioner.

\7lhere is no Appendix A  Or B, The letters utilized are those utilized for corresponding returns in tae
1914 Excise Administration Meport.}

    
 



E e v e n t jb .] EXCISE. B 6

[Eor Appendix 0  see page 7.]

Appendix D,
atement showing Results of the Arrack Rent Sales during the Financial Years 1913-14,19l4r-15,

1915-16, 1916-17, and 1917-18, in terms of Twelve Months in each Rent Area.
S

FinaBoial Year
 ̂ . 1913-14  Financial Y ear Financial Year F inancial Y ear F inancial Y ear

B en t Area. (in term s of 1914-15. 1916-16. 1916-17. 1917-18.
12 M onths).

R s.
Colombo
Siyane and HeWa* 

gam
Negombo
Kalutara
■Panadure
Kandy
Kbwara Eliya , .  
Matele

.. GaUe ' .
M atara  
H am b a n to ta  
Jaffna  

. M annar  
M uU aittivu ■ . .  
B attica lb a  
T rincom alee  
K ltrtinegala  
P u tta la m  
ChUaw ’ 
A nuradhapura .

* ""'Wdujla
Ratnapiira

• Three KoraleS ~ 
Eoilr Korales

T o ta l .

1 ,2 3 7 ,6 3 9

279 ,911
392,400
212 ,720
157 .600

1,067,751

184.600 
98,000

181,568
48,120
20,284
78,480
37,040

416,800
97 ,148

31 0 ,0 4 4
65,511

240.000
204.000  
300,152  
155,196

5 ,784 ,064

R s. R s. R s. Rs.
. 1 ,966 ,800  . . 1 ,956 ,480  . . 2 ,1 5 6 ,9 2 6  . . 2 ,0 7 7 ,5 9 6

350 ,511  . . 333 ,600 3 6 3 ,6 0 0  . . 3 9 1 ,8 0 0
503 ,000  . . 400 ,560  . . 4 0 0 ,6 6 0  . . 4 4 1 ,9 9 4
2 4 1 ,2 3 4  . . 2 3 1 ,3 3 3  , . 2 7 5 ,0 0 0  . . 331 ,9 9 6

. .  2 0 8 ,1 5 9  . . 238,888  . . 285 ,5 5 0  . . 2 3 2 ,8 0 0

. .  1 ,212 ,000  . . 1 ,26 4 ,7 5 6  , . 1 ,3 9 1 ,4 2 2  . . 1 ,3 6 6 ,4 8 6

26O,00O . . 194,600 . , 281 ,120  . . .342 ,240  .

133,250 . . 123,960 . . 163 ,960  . . 144 ,600
161,565  . . 237 ,565  - 25 1 ,5 6 6  . . 27 8 ,9 9 0
4 5 ,125  . . 55 ,300  . . 6 3 ,8 8 0  . . 5 5 ,5 0 0

. .  2 0 ,500  . . 18 ,725 . . 2 0 ,8 0 0  . . 2 4 ,6 0 0
7 0 ,5 5 5  . . 85 ,780  . . 9 1 ,8 6 5  . . 8 1 ,9 8 0 '
37 ,455  . . 37 ,555  . . 4 2 ,5 5 5  . . 3 3 ,550

481 ,248  . . 332 ,400  . . 4 7 1 ,1 4 4  . . 4 0 2 ,5 4 8
105,840  . . 8 6 ,2 1 2  . . 9 3 ,2 1 8  . . 8 5 ,0 0 0
4 3 1 ,0 0 0  . . 322 ,888  . , 3 6 7 ,9 3 6  . . 2 9 0 ,0 0 0

6 2 ,450  . . 60 ,600  . . 7 9 ,0 0 1  . . 7 0 ,5 9 6 -5 6
206 ,860  . . 223 ,600  . . 3 0 3 ,8 1 0  . . 3 3 8 ,9 6 0
241 ,2 4 8  - . . 194,744  . . 244 ,7 4 0  . . 2 9 1 ,1 0 6
197 ,7 6 0  . . 203,692  . . 281 ,200  . . ■317,919
278 ,0 0 0  . . 146,260  .'. 197,816' 2 1 3 ,8 1 0

7 ,204,551 6 ,747 ,378 '7*807,658 7 ,8 1 4 ,1 2 1 -5 6

[For Appendix E  see page 8.]

Appehdix F.

D istriot.

♦' 1 ' ■ ............ . "

Area in  Population  
Souare (Census of

ConSuftiption (at 27“ under proof, 
nerm al.)

R ate of Consumption per Head, 
of Population.

Milas. 1911).
1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. ^1913, 1914. 1915. 1916, 1917.

Colombo 808 82 6 ,8 2 8
Gallons.
564,588

Gallons.
57 0 ,6 6 3

Gallòns.
457 ,455

Gallons.
471,406

Gallons.
418 ,650

Gallons.
-68

Gallons,
•69

Gallons.
•6 5

Gallons.
•67

GaUons.
• 6 0

Kalutar8^ . 624 279,493 90,644 9 6 ,248 76,513 90,007 83,876 -32 •3 4 • 2 7 •3 2 •2 9
K an d y 911 4 0 8 ,4 2 9 183,601 146 ,718 122,971 140,563 117,04$ •44 •35 •3 0 •34 • 2 8
N uw ara E U ya 463 155,462 -66,046 4 9 ,660 39,331 46,184 40,319 •418 •31 •2 5 •29
M atale 905 108 ,367 32,842 2 4 ,0 2 7 21,745 24 ,489 21,691 "303 *22 •2 0 •22 •2 0
G alle 662 '2 91 ,001 ' 61,200 5 4 ,399 4 2 ,283 59,003 49,514 •1 7 5 •18 •1 4 ■20 •1 7
M atara 481 227 ,308 19,077 17,996 17,284 19,344 17,166 -0 8 •07 •076 •085 •07
H a m b a n to ta  . 1,013 110 ,508 9,726 9,067 9,893 10,196 8,749 •088 •082 •089 •0 9 2 •0 7
JaHna 999 326 ,712 38,373 35,971 4 6 ,2 0 7 35,119 40,463 •117, •1 1 0 •14 -107 •1 2
M annar 905 2 5 ,6 0 3 .. 9,50â 10,789 11,160 8,811 8,631 •37 •42 •4 3 •34 •3 3
M uUaittivu 1,460 17,336 4,387 4 ,242 5,568 3,903 4,320 •25 •24 •3 2 •22 •2 4
B attiealoa •  • . 2 ,800 153,943 16,932 1 4 ,0 4 2 18,426 13,314 11,257 •109 •091 •11 •086 ■07
Trincom alee * . . 1,048 2 9 ,7 5 5 7,676 6 ,7 1 0 6,155 6,293 6,028 ■257 ,  -22 •20 •17 • 2 0
Kuranegala 1,844 306,807 122,801 93,751 80 ,682 83 ,958 67,954 •4 •305 •2 6 •27 • 2 2

, ( P u tta lam  
P utta lam |

9 1 0 3 9 ,605 21,058 20,417 14,326 15 ,829 12,744 •53 •51 • 3 6 •39 •3 2
•  292 8 7 ,664 100,-379 89,530 63,792 65 ,264

11,634
47,744 M 1 -0 2 •72 - • 7 4 • 5 4

Anuradhapura 4 ,068 8 6 ,2 7 6 12,688 11,647 10,870 10,219 •145 •13 • 12' •13 “ 11
BaduUa 3,271 216 ,6 9 2 60,523 . 46 ,620 47 ,639 47,419 44,918 •23 •21 •21 •21 • 2 0
Ratnapura .1 ,2 5 ^ 165 ,992 49,308 42 ,439 41 ,230 43,619 4 7 ,072 •29 •25 •2 4 •26 •2 8
Kegalla 642 242^529 11)4,189 77 ,489 79.293 91,162 86,775 •429 •31 •32 •37 •3 5

T ota l . . 25 ,331 4 ,10 6 ,3 5 0 1,554,540 1,422,305 1,212,828 1 ,286 ,367 1,144,132 •37 •34 •29 •31 . -2 7
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B en t Area.

Appendix G.
Arrack Rent Revenue, 1915-16,1916-17, and 1917-18, with reference to  Population, to  the, 

Oallonage consumed, and to  the Nujnber of Taverns. .
ArraOk B en t B evenue par B ead Arraok B evenue per Gallon A verage B e n t per Arraok Tavern..

1 9 1 5 -ie , 1916-17. 1917-18. 1916-16. 1916-17. 1915-16. 1916-17. 1917-18.
B s. 0 . B s. 0. B s. 0. B s . 0. B s . 0. B e . B s. Bs.

Colombo. . 4  8 5  . 5 34 5 15 . . 5 83 . . 6 82 . .  38,362 . 42,292 . 42,399
» Siyane and Hewagam 1 31 . 1 42 1 53 . . 5 48 •• 6 28 6,808 . 7,420 . 8,617

Negombo 2 36 . 2 36 2 61 . . 6 35 . . *5 83 6,069 . . 6,069 *••. 7,128
B a lu ta ra ,. ' 1 9 . 1 29 1 56 . . 6 27 . . 6 29 7,977 . 9,482 . . 12,296-

• Panadure 3 6̂  . 4 23 3 44  . . 5 42 . . 6 88 7,026 . . 8,398 ■. 8,314
■ B andy . .  . .  '1

5 93 . .
It

Nuwara E liya  
Matale . .

.  1 88 . 2 6 2 3 . . 7  Z h * . 19 ,162 . . 21,406 . .  
#

21,696

GaUe . .   ̂ . . 0 66 . 0 96 1 17 . . 3 48 . . * 5 14 . 2 ,9 'f t , . . 4,259 . . 5,185-
Matara and H atpbaU tota.. 0 36 . 0 45 0 42  . . 4 15 . . 6» 53 . .  _ 2,383 . . 2,904 . . 2,728-
Jafina . . 0 72 . 0 76 0 85 . . 6 85 . . * 5  99 9,898 . . 10,062 . . 11,156-
Maimar . . 2 15 , 2 49 2 16 . . . 5 73 . . ■ 8 15 5,0'27 . . 5.807 . . 6,166
MuUaittivu 1 8 . 1 19 1 41 . . 4  59 . . 5  2 2,340 . . 2,600 . . 3D76
Battioaloa 9  55 • 0 59 0  53  . . 5  n  . . '8 31 1,994 . . 2,551 . . 2,277
irinoom alee 1 26 . 1 43 1 12 . . 6 40 . . 7 49 .*» 3,414 . . 3.868 . . 3,050-
Bnrunegala 1 8 . 1 53 1 31 . . 3 97 . . 6 38 . .  4,'817 . . 6,928 . . 6,289
fU ttalam 2 1 4  . 2 35 2 14 . . 5  38 . . 6 52 3,043 . .  

4,892 . .
3,329 . . 3,400

Chilaw . . 3 68 . 4 8 8 30 . . 4  90 . . 6 74 5,423 . . 4,531
Anuradhapura 0 70 , 0 91 0 81 . . 5 18 . . 7 45 , .  6,733 . 11,285 . . J14,119
Badulla . . 1 3 . 1 40 . 1 56 . . 4  84 . . 6. 64 . . 1 2 , 4 2 2  .. . 16,878 . . 17,840-
Batnapora 1 17 , • 1 47 1 75 . . 4  67 . . 5  1 . .  5,901 . 7 ,4 l6  . . 9,392
Three Korales 1 4 6  . 2 70 2  29  . . 3 94  . . 5  38 . .  8,143 . 11,248 . . 12,716
F6ur Korales 1 39  . 1 42 2 5 . . 3 76 . .  * 5 21 6,602 . 8,991 9,718

* Average . . 1 64 1 90 1 90 5 27 6 46 8,650 10,126 10,588-

Appendix H.
Statsmeirt sh o t^ g  A^racfe Rent Rervenue and Arraek OohSumption with reference to Population 

and Area ih each Arraok Reht Area of Ceylon during the Financial Year 
October, I9l6, to September, 1917.

i ■ "2 ■ 3 4 5 6 7 % 9

B e n t Area,
Arraek B e n t  

R evenue, 
19J6-I7 .

Arraok
consum ed,
1916-17.

-Arrack 
B evenue per 

B ea d  o f  
Population.

.Arraek 
Bevenac 

per Gallon 
eonsuiued.

Arrack 
consumed 
per Head  
o f Popula- 
‘ tion .

.Arraok 
Taverns 
per 100 
Square 
Itmes.

Population 
to  each 
Arrack 

Tavern.

•

Average 
B en t per 
Arrack 
Tavern.

E s . Gallons, B s . c. E s. e. Gallons. B s.
C o lo m b o .  , 2 ,1 5 6 .9 2 6 316 ,088 5 34 6 82 •78 32-0 7 7,907 42,292
S iv a n e  a n d  H ew a g a m 363,*600 5 7 ,831 1 4 2 6  28 ■22 12-1 6,192 7 ,420
N eg t'm b o 4O 0,66e « 8 ,6 5 3 2  36 6  83 •40 2 6 -7 2,661 6,069

9,482K a lu ta r a •t* 2 7 5 ,0 0 0 4 3 ,6 9 7 1 29 6 29 • 2 0 - - 6 -8 7 7,310
I ^ n a d u r e 2 8 6 ,5 5 0 , 4 1 ,479 4 23 6 88 •61 2 6 -1 5 1,984 8.398
K a n d y "1 f  125 ,236 'I f  •30 5 -3 7 8,508
K u w a r a  E U y a y  1,991,422 •< 42 ,308 y  2  6 7 31 -2 7 2 -1 5 15,646 ^  2 1 ,406
M a ta le J L 22,741 j 1 -20 0 -7 7 15,481

^ 4,259G a lle 2 8 1 ,1 2 0 54,689 0  96 • 6 14 •1 8 10 -1 2 4,409
M a ta ra
H a m b a u th ta ^ 16 3 ,9 6 0 (  18 ,424  

X 9,377
1 0  45 6  53

f  -0 8  
1  -0 8

7 -4 8
' 1 ‘ 67

6,314
6,600

1 2 ,904

J a B n a 2 6 1 ,5 5 5 41 ,989  ̂ 0  76 5 99 •12 2 -6 0 13,068 10,062
M a n n a r 6 3 ,8 8 0 7,834 2 49 8  15 •30 1 -2 1 2,327 5,807
M u lla itt iv U 20,§OO 4,137 1 19 5 2 •23 0 -5 4 2,167 2,600
R a tt ic a lo A 9 1 ,8 6 5 11,049 0  59 8 81 •07 1 -2 8 4,276 2,551
T rin com ale© 43,555 6 ,678 1 43 7 49 •19 1 -0 4 2,705 ,  3,868
K u r u n e g a la 4 7 1 ,1 4 4 73 ,762 1 53 6 38 •24 3 -6 6 4,611 • 6,928
P u t t a la n i 9 3 ,2 1 8 14,296 2 3 5 6 62 •3 6 3 -0 7 1,416 3,329
C h ila w 36 7 ,9 3 6 53,090 4 8 6 74 •6 0 2 5 - 1 . 1,328 

♦ 12,325 ■
6,423

A n u r a d h a p a r a 79.001 10,690 0 91 7 45 •1 2 0 -1 7 11,285
B a d u lla 3 0 3 ,8 1 0 45,730 1 40 6 64 •21 0 -5 5 12,038 16,878
R a tn a p u r a 244,740 48,859 1 47 6 1 ■29 2 -6 2 6,030 7,416
T h r e e  K o r a le s 2 8 1 ,2 0 0 52,231 2  70 6 38 ■37 7 -7 1 ,  4,155 11,248
F o u r  K o r a le s 19 7 ,8 1 6 37,916 1 42 5 21 •36 6 -9 1 6,301 8,991

T o ta l •• 7 ,8 0 7 ,6 6 8 1,207,574 1 90 6 46 •29 3 -0 4 5,326 1 0 ,1 2 6

    
 



    
 



CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPO RTS P O R  1917.

Appendix E. I
Statem ent of prevailing Sale Prices of Arrack in each R en t Area d u rin g  each Month of 1917.

[ N o n .— D ., price per ga llon  w hen sold by  dram . C .B ., p rice  p e r gallon w hen  so ld  by ouBtomer's b o ttle .  S .B ., price per gallon w hen  so ld  b y  sealed bo ttle.]
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Appendix L
Statement showing Arfack Rent Revenue for 1917-18 and Arrack Consumption for 1916-17, 
) with reference to Population and Area in each Arrack R ent Area of Ceylon 1

-
Arrack Arrack Arrack Arm ok

consum ed  
per H ead  
of Popula- 

tiCn.

Arràok Population Average
B ent Area. Arrack R evenue Revenue TavCms to  each R ent per

« consumed. per R ead  of per Gallon per 100 Arraek Arrack -
1917-18. 1916-17. Population, consumed. Sq. Miles. Tavern. Tavern.

R s. 0. Galions. R s. 0. R s. 0. Gallons.
3 0 -8 1  . .

R s.
1. Colom bo ..2 ,0 7 7 ,5 9 6  0 . 316*088 . .  5  15 . .  6 &7 . •7 8  . . 8 ,2 3 0  . . 42 ,399
2. S iyané& H ew agam  3 9 1 ,8 0 0  0 . 57,831 . .  1 53 . .  6 79 . •2 2  . . 1 1 -4 4  . . 6 ,5 3 1  . . 8 ,5 1 7
3 . N ègom bo , .  4 4 1 ,9 9 4  0 . 68,653 . .  2  61 . .  6 43  . •4 0  . . 2 5 -1  . . 2 ,7 2 7  . . 7 ,128
4 . K alu tara . .  3 3 1 ,9 9 6  0 . 43 ,697 . .  1 66 . .  7 59 . •2 0  . . 5 -4 6  . . 7*852 . . 12 ,296 -
6 ., PanaduTe . .  232 ,800  0  

V
. 4 i,4 7 9 . .  3 44 . .  5 6 l  . . -6 1  . . 2 1 -5 3  . . 2 ,4 1 0  . . 8 ,314

K a n d y t  125,236 •• Ì f  -3 0  . . 5 -0 4  . . 8 ,8 7 8  . .
i  21 ,690fi.-! N U w ara*E liya V 1 ,3 6 6 ,4 8 6  0 \  42 .308 . .  V2 3 . .  7 18 . A  -2 7  . . 2 -1 5  . . 15*546 . .

L M a ta le 1 22,741 (  -2 0 , . . 0 -7 7  . . 15 ,481  . . 1
'7. G alle T. 3 4 2 ,2 4 0  0 . .  54 ,589 . .  1 17 . .  6  26  . * -1 8  . . 10* 12 . . 4*409 . . 5; 186

« . ( M atara  
1 H am ban^Ota ■ • | l 4 4 ,6 0 0  0 i 18 ,424  

• ■ \  -0,377 • * V o 42 . .  6 20”  . f  -0 8  .* 
-0 8  . .

- 7 * 4 8  . .  
1 -6 7  . .

6 ,3 1 4  . .  
6 ,6 0 0  . . } 2,728

9. J a ffn a . .  2 7 8 ,9 9 0  0 . .  41 ,989 . .  0  85 . .  6 64 . . -1 2  . . 2*5 . . 13 ,068  . . 11,156
10. M annar . .  5 5 ,5 0 0  0 7,8à4 . .  2  J6 . * 7 8 . • So . . • 99 .* 2*844 .‘ . '6 ,166
11. M u lla ittiv u . .  2 4 ,6 0 0  0 4,1 $7 . .  1 41 . .  6 94 . •2 3  . . •64  . . 2 ,1 6 7  . . 3 ,075
12. B a ttic a lo a . .  8 l ,p 8 0  0 , .  11,049 . i  0  63 7 41 . * -0 7  . . 1*28 4 ,2 7 6  . . 2 ,277
13. T rincom aJee . .  33,'55(r 0 . .  6 ,678 . .  1 12 . .  6  90 . . -1 9  . , 1*04 . , 2 ,7 0 5  . . 3 ,060
14. K u ru n egà la . .  4 0 2 ,5 4 $  0 . .  73,752 . .  I  31 . .  5  4 5  . . -2 4  . . 3 -4 7  . . 4 ,7 9 3  . . 6 ,280
15. P u tta la m . .  $ 5 ,0 0 0  0 . .  1 4 ,2 9 6 . .  2  14^ . .  5 94  . •36  . . 2 -7 4  . . 1 ,5 8 6  . . 3 ,4 0 0
16. C hilaw . .  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  0 . 53 ,090 . .  8  S o . .  5  46 . •6 0  . , 2 4 -4  . . 1 ,3 6 9  . . 4,631
17. A nuradhapura . .  7 0 ,596  55 . 10,590 0  $1 . .  6 66  . •1 2  , . 0 -1 2  . . 1 7 ,2 5 5  . . 14,119
18. B aduU a . .  33 8 ,9 6 0  0 . 46,730 1 66 . .  7 4 1  . •21  . . 0 -5 8  .* 1 1 ,4 0 4  . . 17,840
19. R atn ap u ra . .  2 9 1 ,1 5 6  0 . 48,859 . . l  75 . .  6 Off . • 2 9  . . 2 -4 6  . . 6 ,3 5 4  . . 9 ,392
20. T hree K crales . .  3 1 7 ,9 1 9  0 . 62 ,231 . .  2  29 . * 6 8 . • $7 . . 7 -8 6  .* •5 ,6 4 5  . . 12 ,716
2 1 . F o u r  K o ra les . .  2 1 3 ,« 1 0  0 . 3 7 ,9 1 6 . . 2  5 . .  5 63 . •3 6  . . 6 -7 9  . . 4 ,7 2 2  . . 9,718*

T o ta l . .7 ,8 1 4 ,1 2 1  55 1,207,574 1 90 6 47 - ' - 2 9  , 2^91 6 ,5 6 « 10,588

iiorffi.—This table g ives figures of th e  1917-18 a jiaek  rent róveilue in  relation t® th e  l& lf i - l l  oon^iamption of arrack. The 
figures of consum ption for the A917-18 rènt period are n e t y e t  available.

’ Appendix J.
Statement showing Humber of Toddy Taverns sanctioned and Amounts realised by 

for 1913-14, 1914-16, 1915-16, 1916-17, and 1917-18.
Rent Sales

1913-14,(15 Months). 1914-15 (12 Months). 1915-16 (12 Months). 1916-17 (12 Ifonths). ‘ 1917*^18(12110^115,.

District.
!

No. ol 
Taverns 

sanctioned.
Amounts
reaiited.

No. ot 
Taverns 

sanctioned.
Amounts
realized. Averts Amiunts

S a w ffid .
No. of 

Taverns 
sanctioned.

Ainonnts
realised.

JTo.of
s a t e d .

Amounts
realized*

Bs. Bs. c. MB. c. Bs. 0. Bs. e.
C o lo m b o  , . 242 . . 3 $ 2 ,5 8 0 . .  166 . . 5 0 $ . 7 9 5 a . .  1 5 4  .. . 351,141 0 * . . 1 5 4  . . 497,056 0 . .  162 . . 677,050 0
K a lu ta ra  . . 37 . . 2 2 ,2 7 5 .* 3 3  . . 21 ,686 0 . . So . . 21 ,000 0 . . 2 4  . . 34,040 0 . .  2 3  . . 69 ,320 0
R a n d y . 109 . . 6 1 ,830 . .  102 . . 125,244 0 . . 1 0 0 . . 102,660 0 . . 100 . . 171,600 0 . .  9 2 . . 166 ,200 0
N uw ara. E h y a  15 . . 11 ,445 . .  Iff . . 7 ,092 0 . . I f f  . . 7,140 0  . . 15 . . 13,020 9  .. .  1 5 . . 9 ,8 4 0 0
M atale. , 38 . . 3 8 ,5 8 0 . .  3 6  . . 43 ,080 »  . . 3 6  . . 46 ,816 0  . . 3 6  . . 77,280 0 .. .  3 4  . . 70 ,800 0
G alle . , 41 . . 4 8 ,620 . .  39 . . 37 ,193 0 . . 40  . . 31,460 0  . . 39  . . 35 ,874 0 . .  $8  . . 45 ,982  55
M atara . 36 . . 59 ,540 . .  35 . . 58,800 0 . . 37 . . 62 ,900 0  . . 38  . . 68,885 0 , .  3 8  . . 50 ,140 0
H a m b a n to ta 29 . . 12 ,765 . .  23 . . 13,491 0 . . 2 3  . . 13,820 0  . . 23  . . 16,210 0  ,, .  2 4  . . -1 8 ,8 5 0 0.
J a ffn a . 113  . . 3 4 ff,l90 . .  H 3  . . 232,800 9  . . 113 . . 203,050 0  . . 112  . . 312,‘866 0  .. .  112 357,360 0
M annar . 15 . . 7,945 . ,  15 . . 11,650 0 . . 15 . . 13,310 0  - . Iff 16,770 0 . . 16 . . 22 ,985 0
M u lla it t iv u . . 18 . . '2 ,8 8 5 . .  16 . . 3,254 0 . * 13 . . 3 ,609 0 . . 13  . . 6,394 0 . . 13 . . 6 ,670 0
B a tticA lo a  . . 42 . . 2 1 ,649 . .  39  . , 24,031 0 . . 40  . . 19,473 0 . . 4 0  . . 26,760 0  . . 40  . . 23.876 0
T rin oom alee 8 . . 1 4 ,2 9 0 . .  6  . . 16,650 0 . 6 . . 12,715 0 . . 6  . . 2 0 ,6 4 0 0 . . 8 *. 2 0 .9 4 8  72

■’R u r u n e g a la . 
P u tta la m

. 34 . . 5 ,375 . .  30  . . 4 ,696 0 . . $ 6  . . 10, 33s 0  . . 26. . . 26,870 a . . 24  . . 31 ,850 0

P u tta la m . . 4 16 . . 2,450 ,, .  12 . . 680 0 . . 7  . . 1,970 0 . . 9  . . 2,535 0 . 8  . . 6,880 0
C hilaw

A nuradha-
* 5 0  ; . 40 ,280  ,. .  37 . . 71,570 0 . . 37  . . 29,190 0  . . 3 8  . . 66 ,385 0 . . 37  . . 81,260 0

pura* —  . . /  —  * . .  —  . . — —- . __ , ^—  . . ---- . — __
B ad u lla 52 3 3 ,978  ,, .  48 '. . 20,424 0 .." 47  . . 22 .092 0 . . 47  . . 39 ,984 0 . . 47  . . 46,554 0
R atn ap u ra  . . 62 . . 12 ,687  . . 48 . . 13,881 46 . . 4 5  . . 16,028 50 . . 4 5  . . 20 ,464  60 . . 41 . . 26,761 0
K egalla 32 . . . 4 ,7 6 0  . . 29  . . 4,029 0 . . 26  . . 6 ,145 0  . . 2 6  . . 17,150 0 . . 2 6  *. 26 ,290 0

T ota l . .  989 l , o J » , 0 2 4 t  841 1,217,944 46- 8 i a  973 ,844  50 8 0 6  1 ,459 ,772  50 787  1 ,648,506 27

There are no tod d y taverns in  this district. t  For 12 m onths, Ks. 878,420.
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Appendix K.
X917. P art D .

S ta lw a r t  showing Oonsumption of Fermented Toddy, with the Nnmheir of I'refis licensed 
for drawing S^rm^hted Toddy foi Tavern Supply, in each Revemle Pfetoiot dining 191'^

Quantity Q uantity
Consumed Num ber of Trees licensed. consum ed ^

District. during Calendar - _______A_____ during F inancial
y ea r  1917. Coconut. Palmyra. K itu l. Year 1916-17.

Giallons.^ Gallons.
C olom bo 1,005,222 . . 6 4 ,2 9 4 15 27$ 972.799
C olom bo M u n ich

p a lity 330,186 . . 6 ,8 6 9 ,  ̂ --- 304 ,229
K a lu ta ra  ' 131,202 . . . 6 ,2 0 6 f . • — 7 , .  119 ,830
K a n d y 217 ,2 6 6  . . 1 ,2 5 4 . . . .  9 ,1 7 8 . ,  3 2 7 ,0 9 9
M iiw ara E lfy n  . . . 2 7 , m  . . 4 • 1 ■! 2 6 ,6 8 4
M ata le  . , 1 ^ ,1 1 2  . . 1 ,053 • • —- 6 ,6 5 $ 154 ,7 3 0
GaUe . . 170,063 . . ,.^8,493 . . — 10 170 ,666
M atara  . . 152,581 . . 8 ,049 ♦ ♦ — 160 ,083
H a m b a n to ta  , . 43 ,010  . . 1 ,6 9 4 , , ___ . . ---- 4 1 ,6 3 9
JafEna . , 1 ,429,982 . . 3 9 ,745 . .  76 ,599 . . ■ ---- . .  1,3'64,597
M annar 93,470 . . 1 ,727 . .  10,688 . . --- 86 ,067
M uU aittivu 44,915  . . 1 ,128 3,702 . . —̂ 4 3 ,9 8 0  -
B a ttic a lo a 129,645 . . . 4 ,4 0 $ 61 . . — 9 7 ,460
T rin com alee 33,804  . . 785 671 . . -— 3 2 ,223
K ixrunegala . . 71 ,845  . . 10 ,748 . . --- . .  1 .267 7 0 ,522
R it ta la m  a n d

C hilaw  . * 224 ,758  . . 8 ,3 6 4 2 1 0 . . -- - . .  . 222 ,741
A nuradbapiira* . . ---- . . . —* — . . --- —
B aduU a , . 98 ,644  . . 347 . . — 9 ,1 0 8 146 ,667
R atn ap u ra  ♦. 9 3 ,172  . . 4,120 . , --- 1 ,5 8 8 79,201
K egaU a 78,042  . . 8 ,034 . . --- 5 j 3 69 ,420

T o ta l . . 4 ,627,097 162,208 91,846 , 2 9 ,7 1 5 4 ,489 ,427
•  -

* There are no tod d y taverns in  th is district. •

Appendix h i .  '

Statement showing Toddy Rent Revenue and Toddy Consumption for,the Twelve Months October, 1916, 
to September 30, 1917, with referencO to  Population and Area in each of the 

Revenue Districts pf Ceylon. *

District. T oddy  
B en t B ids.

Toddy  
R ent B ids 
per H ead  
of Popu­
lation.

T oddy  
consum ed  

in sam e  
12 M onths.

Toddy  
R evenue  

per Gallon  
consum ed.

T oddy  
consum ed  
per H ead  
of P opu la­

tion .

T oddy  
Taverns 
per 100 
Square  
Miles.

Population  
to  each  
To^dy  

Tavern.

Average 
R ent per 

Toddy 
Taverp.

B s . R s. c. G allons. R s. c. Gallons. R s.

C olom bo 4 9 7 ,0 5 6 0  60 (9 7 2 ,7 9 9
t3 0 4 ,2 2 9 | t  - 0  3 8 1 -5 4 1 9 -0 5 6 ,3 6 9 3 ,2 2 7

K a lu ta ra 8 4 ,0 4 0 0 12 1 1 9 ,8 3 9 9  28 •42 * 3 -8 4 11,646 1,418
K a n d y 17 1 ,6 0 0 0  42 3 2 7 ,0 9 9 0  52 •80 10*97 4 ,0 8 4 1 ,716
N n w a ra  E liy a 13,020 0  8 2 6 ,6 8 4 0  49 •17 3 -2 3 10 ,364 868
M atale 7 7 ,2 8 0 0 71 15 4 ,7 3 0 0  49 1 -4 2 3 -9 7 3,010 2 ,146
G alle 3 5 ,8 7 4 0 12 1 7 0 ,6 6 6 0  21 •5 2 5 -9 8 7,461 919
M atara 5 8 ,8 8 5 0 25 16 0 ,0 8 3 0  36 •7 0 7 -9 0 5,981 1,549
K am bantQ ta 1 5 ,2 1 0 0 13 4 1 ,6 3 9 0 36 •37 2 -2 7 4 ,804 661
J a ffn a 31 2 ,8 5 5 0 95 1 ,3 6 4 ,5 9 7 0 22 4 -1 7 11-21 2,917 2,793
M annar 16,770 0  65 8 6 ,0 5 7 0 19 3 -3 6 1 -6 6 ' 1,706 1 ,1 1 8
M uU aittivu 6 ,3 9 4 0 36 4 3 ,9 8 0 0  14 2 -5 3 0 -8 8 1,333 491
B a ttic a lo a 2 6 ,7 6 0 0 17 9 7 ,4 6 0 0  27 • 6 9 1 -4 2 16,394 669
T rin eo m a lee 2 0 ,6 4 0 0 69 3 2 ,2 2 3 0  64 1 -0 8 0 -5 6 4,969 3,440
K u ru n eg a la 2 6 ,8 7 0 0  8 7 0 ,5 2 2 0  38 • 2 2 1 -4 0 11,800 r 1 ,0 3 3 '

fP u tta la m 2 ,5 3 5 0 6 1 3 ,9 8 0 0 18 •35 0 -9 8 4,407 281P u t ta la m |Q j^ ^ ^ 66,385 0  75 2 0 8 ,7 6 1 0 31 2 * 3 8 1 4 -6 0 2,306 1,746
A n u rad h apu ra* — — — — — % __ —  .

B ad u U a 3 9 ,9 8 4 0 18 146,567 0 27 •67 1 -4 3 • ^ ,6 1 0 850
R a tn a p u ra 2 0 ,4 6 4 1 0 12 - 79,20.1 0  25 •47 3 -5 7 3,688 464
Keg& lla 1 7 ,150 0 7 6 9 ,4 2 0 0 24 •28 4 -0 4 9,366 6 5 9

T o ta l •• l ,4 5 9 ,7 7 2 i 0  35 4 ,489 ,427 0 32 1 -0 9 3 -1 8 6,094/ 1 ,8 1 1

■ * There are no tod d y taverns in  this district. •f =  1,277,028 gallons,
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Appendix L 2.

Statement showing Toddy Rent Revenue for the Twelve Months of 1917-18, and Toddy 
* Consumption in terms of Twelve Months of 1917, with reference to  Population 

and Area in each of the Revenue Districts of Ceylon.

D istriet.
*•

T oddy
B en t

R evenue,
lO lT'-lS.

; T eddy  
B en t  

Itevenne, 
per Head of 
Population.

Toddy 
consqmed 

in  1917.

Toddy  
Revenue 

per Gallon 
consumed  
in  terms of 
12 Months,

Toddy  
eonsumed  
per H ead  
of Popula­

tion.

T oddy  
Taverns 
per 100 
Square 
Miles.

Popula­
tion to each  

Toddy  
Tavern.

A verage  
R en t per  

T od d y  
T avern.

r

B s. c. B«. Of Gallons. R s. c. Gallons. R s.

C olom bo ) 
C olom b o M u n ic ip a lity  S 6 7 7 ,0 5 0 0 0 69 i 1 ,005 ,922

380*18« | t  0  43 1 ‘ 6 I 18*81 6 ,4 3 9 3,796
K a lu ta ra 6 9 ,3 2 0 0 0  2 l 131,202 0  46 0 -4 6 3*6 8 1 2 ,l6 l 2 ,579
K a n d y 1 6 6 ,2 0 0 0 0  4 0 817 ,266 0  62 9 - 7 7 , 1 0 ‘09 4,439 1,806
N u w a r a  Eliya . , 9 ,8 4 0 0 0  6 2 7 ,1 7 8 9 36 0 -1 7 3*23 10,364 656
M a ta le 7 0 ,8 0 0 0 0 65 152,112 9 40 1 -4 9 3*75 3,187 2 ,082
G a lle 4 5 ,9 8 2 66 9  1$ 170 ,063 9  07 0 -5 8 6*82 7,667 1,210
M a ta ra  . . $ 0 ,1 4 0 0 0 22 152,581 9 32 0 -6 7 7*9 6,981 1 ,319
H a m b a n to ta 1 8 ,8 6 0 0 0  17 4 3 ,010 0 43 9 ’38 2*36 4,604 7 8 6
JalEna 3 6 7 ,3 6 0 0 1 9 1 ,4 2 0 ,9 8 2 0 24 4*3 7 11*21 2,917 3,190
M annar ■. 2 2 ,986 0 0  89 9 3 ,470 9 24 8 -6 6 1*66 1,706 1,532
M uU aittivu  . , 6 ,6 7 0 0 0  37 44 ,916 0  14 2 -5 9 *88 1,333 605
B a it ic a lo a 2 3 ,8 7 6 0 0 16 129 ,646 0  18 0 -8 4 1*42 3*848 696
T rincom alee 2 0 ,9 4 8 72 9 79 33 ,804 0  61 1 -1 3 *76 3,719 2,618
K urunegala 3 1 ,850 0 9 10 7 1 ,8 4 $ 0 44 © •28 1*'3 12,783 1,327
P u tta la m  • • 6 ,8 8 0 0 0  17 16 ,099 0 4$ 0 -3 8 *85 4,96$ 860jruOTaram j

8 1 ,2 6 0 0 9 92 „ 2 0 9 ,6 6 9 9 3$ 2 -3 9 14* l2 2,369 2,196
A nuradhaptira* * . , HIS” ■«— — -Ì*** —
B 9 d u jia  ^ 4 6 ,6 5 4 0 0 21 9 8 ,6 4 4 0 47 0*45 1*4$ 4,619 990
B a tn a p u r a  . ?6 ,761 0 0 16 9 3 .1 7 2 0 27 0*56 3*26 4,048 628
K e g a ^ a 2 6 ,2 9 0 0 9 10> 7 8 ,0 4 2 0  33 0*32 4 ‘*‘04 9,328 t o i l

T o ta l . . 1,648,506 27 9  4 0 4 ,6 2 7 .0 9 7 0 35 1*12 8 -  i 8,217 2 ,094
* There are no ted d y  taverns in  th is district. t =  1,336,408 gallôns.

Appendix
Statement of Sellihg Prices Of Toddy in each Revenue District during each Month of 1917.

D ^ tr ic t ,

Jan. Feb. March. April, May. June. July. A ug. Sept. -Got. N o v . 3?ec.

price Price Price Price Price Price Price P rice ' Price Price Price . Price
per per per per per per per per per per per

(^ llon . Gallon. Gallon, Gallon. Gallon. Gallon. Gallon. Gmlon. •Gajlen, Gallon. GaU<nS. Giwlon.

Bs. 0. R s. 0. R s. R s. c. R s. c . R s. 0, R s. 0. R s. e. R s, 0. R s. 6. R s. c. R s» c .
Colombo 0 89 0 87 0 86 0 86 0 86 0 86 0 86 0 85 0 85 0 86 0 85r 0 85
Colombo Munici­

pality 0 95 0 96 0 96 0 96 0 95 0  95 1 1 1 0 1 0 0  97 Ò 97 0  91
Kalutara 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 " ^ 0 '
Kandy 0 80 0  88 0  84J 0  30 0 86 0 81 0 83 0  84 0 85 0 83 0 87 0 87
Kuwara E liy a  . . 0 85 0 84 0 85 0 85 0 85 0 85 0 85 0 85 0 83} 0  82} 0  8 4 | 0 8 2 |
Matale * •. 0 86 0 85 0  83 0 81 0 80 0  86 0 84 0 77 0 86 0  88 0  86 0  « 6  •
Galle 0 90 0 90 0 90 0 90 0 90 0 90 0 90 0 90 0 90 0  90 0 90 0 90
Matara 0 77 0 77 0 74 0 75 0 80 0  75 0  74 0 74 0  75 0  75 0  78 * 0 '73
Ijiambantota . . 0 77 0 77 0 77 0  77 0 77 0  77 0 77 0 77 0 77 0  80 0  80- 0 80
laSna 0 52 0 60 0 62 0 52 0 62 0 47 0 54 0 50 *0 48 0  48 0  52 0-52

.Mannar •  2 0 53 0 67 0 60 0 57 0 68 0 74 0  72 0 69 0  69 6  6 8 0 73
MuUaittiVu . 0  62 0 55 0 48 0 48 0 48 0 48 0 64 0 58 0 56 0 66 0 58 0 68
Batticaloa 0 72 0 72 0 69 0 69 0  69 0  66 0 66 0 6 1 } 0 61} 0 61} 9  6 f } ■ 0 61}
Trinoomalee . . 0  83 0 84 0  84 0 85 0 82 0 86 0 94 0 94 0 90 0 88 0 95 0 94
Kurunegala 0 82 0 77 0 m 0 77 0 79 ■ 0 79 0 78 0 77} 0  79 0 77} 0 79 0 79
Pnttalam  

Puttalam  . .
' •

0 92
•
0 89 0 90 0 89 0 88 0 93 0 92 0 93 0 93 0 94 0-94 0  94

Chilaw 0 76 0 76 0 77 0 77 0 77 0 76 0 76 0 76 0 78 9  74 6  76 6  75
Aauradhàpuia*

0 SO
-S H — 4^ — — -T* »

Badulla . . •0 80 0 80 0 80 0 90 0 90 0 90 0 90 0 80 0 80 0 80 0 80
Batnapura 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0
Regalia 0 80 0 80 0 80 0 80 0 80 0 80 0 80 0 80 0  80 0 80 0 8Ò 0 80

* There are no toddy taverns in  this district.
9 (n ) l8
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Appendix N.
Statement shotting Number and Kind of Trees Licensed to be Tapped for Siveet Toddy in each

District during 1917 and 19l6. *

Bistriot.
Colombo
Colombo idunicipality
K a ln ia r a
Kandy
Nm^ara Eliya
M a ^ e  . ,
Oalje 
Matara 
K am baatota 
JalX îa •
Mannaqr , 
MnUaittivu . 
B atticaloa . 
'Irnicom alee. 
K nnm egala . 
Puttalam  and Chilaw 

‘ Annradhapura 
Badulla 
Batnapura . .  
KegaUa

Num ber of Trees liioonsed  
in 1917.

Total 110 ,604
V.4.____ _______

02,203
- Y * -

Nunxbef of Trees l^ioensed 
in  1916,

Coconut, Palm yra. K itul. Coconut. Palm yra. E itul.
18,036 .. 13 ,, 1.128 ..  17,438 .. 2 .. 1,610

10 .. •_ « 145 .,  8 . . — 50
26,515 — ., 2,908 ,.  18,109 .. — 2,756

17 .. -- - 21.438 ..  12 .. — 18,384
— — . « 5,709 .. — -— 4,280
—• — . • 3,836 — 3,313
3,985 .. ,, 4,950 2,740 .. — 6,370

11,303 .. — .. 7,327 7,516 .. — 7,662
6,561 ,. --^ .. 992 . .  1,910 .. - - - ♦ 1,340

137 . 59,424 ., 45 .. 56,269 ! !
—• 1,35a • « 10 .. 1,632 . .
—- 365 , , —, . . .  — 514 . .
1,009 . . 188 , , — 688 . . 330 . . p—
— *■ • 33a — . .  — 301 . . __
9,104 . . 13 , , 3,003 3,337 . . 1 . . 3,115

33,816 .. 520 , , — , .  26,742 .. 264 . . 1
3 , . — • e 10 17 . , 8
3 . . — 7,624 3 , . 7,158

20 .. ' —p • 4,471 . .  48 .. ’V- - 3,^80
85 . . — . » 6,590 , .  128 . . 6,669

69,030  
—-* - .V

78,651 59 ,403

241 ,837 ,

65 ,110  
> ____ )

Appendix 0.
Statement showing Number and Kind of Country and Foreign Liquor Licenses issued for the 

Financial Year October, 19l7, to September, 1918.

D istrict.

Country Liquor. POreign Liquor. •

" é

1

d> -Id
P4
¿A - 0

1

10  ' 
P3

1

10U
M

U0
a ®
W §  

. 1 1

Ì
k
"S
P?

1 .
^  I

■ p, 5  
»

1 |
f s S

•430
w

i
ffl

t
•a .

i|
| l .

§ w |0 0 2

III
p i

6
s0

5

I .0 ja
■a 5  
§-p  

fS

i
§

1
<

V.s
^  •*.5 .2
S*a

&

| |  0 a«H

43
s .

1  - 
| i  1 «  
H

C olom bo •

-

8 157 16S 12 27 7 8 36 4 22 28 6 11 16 1 2 u 15 34
E ^ u ta r a 171 37 23 15 12 ---- 1 ---- 1 2 l l — ---- _ —
K a n d y __ 46 9 i — 2 3 23 20 4 17 16 1 2 11 6 6 2
N uw ara F i i y u . . ---1 10 15 1 1 17 7 3 8 6 1 1 7 1 —T* 2 3 3
Idatale 7 34 4 1 1 1 —- — 4 -— 1 2 —
CaUe 51 2 66 38 w— — 10 12 — 2 3 -n- 5 11 - 1 ---- . ---
M atara 9 36 $8 — ^  . 6 6 — ---- -T̂ —  - 9 1 — 4— — 6
H a m b a n te ta  . . 17 24 -— ---L — 2 3 ■— -4- J--- — . 7 — — -.V 1
J a fe ia — 26 i l s ,— — ---- 10 1 — ^ — — 7 -— — 1 —
Mannar 9 16 ---a — 1 1 —- -H- — — 3 — — __ —
M nllaittivu — 8 13 — — — 2 — . — 1 — 6 — — ___ —
B atticaloa — 36 40 4 1 — — — . — 14 — — —
Trincom alee . . — — 11 8 t— ---1 2 -.4- 1 ---- ---- ---  . 5 — — __ 1
KurunSgala . . — 64 24 — —r -Tf- 7 3 —. 1 1 1 — 16 — — ---- 2
Puttalam  and

Chilaw — 89 46 1— — 16 7 — *— ---- — 12 — JU ----
Anuradhapura — 6 — — — 1 1 — 2 1 1 — 9 — —
Badulla — —t* 19 47 — —e 18 4 2 4 4 — 18 __ __ __ __
Ratnapura ---- 31 -  41 — 10 7 — 1 1 -4,- 2 5 . . . _ - -■ __
Kegalla — 47 26 ---- — ' 19 11 2 1 2 9 • — —

T otal . •

Corresponding 
total issued  
for 1 9 1 6 -1 7 ..

231 47 738 787 1 14 31 244 132 14 60 62 u 25 180 3 ■ 2 24 26 48

219 48 771 806 1 18 33 269 151 15 61 71 10 30 177 2 2 25 26
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Appendix'Q.' • ’ ■ t

E orei^  liquor Revenue from Licensing Fees.

District. 1910. 19U. 1912. 1913-14, in terms 
of 12 Months. ■19lVl5. 1916-16. 1916-17. 1917̂ 18.

Bs. 0. Bs. 0. Bs, 0. Bs, 0. Bs. 0. Bs, c. Bs. «. Rs. c.

Colombo 24,930 0 . . 24,905 0 . .  26,005 <0 ..  39,663 62 . . 56>678 16 .. 55,892 0 ..  61.316 0 ..  50,308 0
Ralutara 3,025 0 . . 3,026 0 . .  3,025 0 . .  3,689 1 .. 6,017 0 ..  6,170 0 .. 7,065 0 . .  7,064 0
Kandy 16,50.5 0 . . 16,065 0 . .  16,055 0 . .  26,949 80 .. 22,427 0 ..  22,457 0 ..  21,777 0 .. 19,653 0
Euwara Eliya 5,980 0 . . 5,330 5 ..  6,367 50* ..  9,438 60 .. 9,087 50 .. 10,462 60 . .  11,202 âO . .  10,664 0

1,275 0 .-. 1,276 0 ..  1,275 0 ..  1,681 60 .. 2,244 0 .. 2,167 0. .. 3.117 0 . .  2,267 0

Galle 3,975 0 . . 4,176 0 ..  4,175 0 . .  6,956 40 .. 7,673 50 .. 6,088 60 .. 7.414 50 . .  6,758 50
Matara 1,296 0 , . 1,540 0 ..  1,529 0 ..  2,949 80 .. 3,676 60 ... 3,078 60 .. 3,623 50 .. 2,279 0

* Sambantota.. 925 0 . . 1,000 0 887 60 . .  1.094 0 .. 1,518 60 . . 1,330 50 .. 1,530 50 935 50
Jaffna 1,100 0 . . 1,100 0 .. -1,100 0 ..  1,838 1 .. 4,693 60 ; 3,430 0 . . 3,435 6 .. *2,458 0

Mannar 450 0 . 300 0 226 0 361 SO .. 403 0 . 353 0 . 603 0 . 303 0

Mtdlaittivu . . 76 0 . 160 0 75 0 209 1 .. 266 0 .. 266 0 . . 267 50 . 217 50
Batticaloa .. 1,426 0 . . 1,275 0 .. 1,152 50 ... 2,765 60 ., 2,586 0 .. 2,354 0 . . 2.156.50 . . 1,103 50

Trincomalee .. 395 0 . 545 0 320 0 365 1 .. 465 60 . 399 60 . .♦ 394 50 . $50 50 '

Kurunegala .. 2,045 0 . . 2,046 0 ..  2,045 0 ,,. 2,411 20 .. 4,875 0 . . 3,825 50 . , 6,924<» . • > ^ 6 2 6 0

Fnttalam and
3,028 0 .

•
eihilaw 2,976 0 .. 2,976 0 . . 3,200 0 , . 1,043 49 . . 3,288 50 . . 4,450 50 . . 3,495 50

Anuradhapura 1,260 0 .. 1,460 0 . . 1,525 0 . , 1,824 53 .. 5,361 0 .. 1,604 50  . . 1,798 0 . . 1,834 50

Badulla 3,140 0 ». .3,215 0 . . 3,365 0 . . 4,343 49 ' 7,547 5 •• 7,178 0 .., 7,522 0 . . 7,206 • 0

Ratnaphra ... 2,650 0 .. 2,955 0 . . 3,173 32 . . 3,480 1 .. 4,910 0 .. 5,460 0 , 4671 0 . . 4,131 0

Kegalla 3,426 0 .. 3,425 0 . . 3,425 5  . . 6 ,n o  0  . . 7,812 50 .. 7,735 0 . . 6,203 0 . . 4,663 75

Total , .  75,349 0 77,740 0 77,925 82 116,974 68 150,429 16 144,280 0 141,280 50 129,118 25

The Jiew iegyllations xindey Ordinance No. 8 e'f 1812 came into fproe in July, 1913.

Appendix R.

Imports of Foreign Spirit into Ceylon in each of the Years 1910 fo 1917.
1910.

Gallons.
,1911.'

Gallons.
1912.

Gallons.
1913.

Gallons.
1914.

Gallohs.
19I 6.

Gallons.
1916, - 

Gallons 
(Proof).

1917.
Gallons
(Proof).

Brandy . .  64,905 . .  78 ,452 . .  71 ,669  . . 6 8 ,265 72,601  . . 4 0 ,6 3 8  . . 4 5 ,843  . • 14,894

Whisky . .  101,672 . .  98 ,722 . .  112,953 . . 11 0 ,7 7 8  . , 104 ,759  . . 1 0 5 ,5 8 1 96,453 . . 54 ,679

Gin . .  145,000 . .  153,825  ,. .  146,543 . . 168 ,353  . . 13 7 ,9 8 6  . . 7 6 ,0 8 5  . . Î 5 , f 7 2  . . . 22 ,051

T o ta l . .  311,577 330,999 331,165 3 4 7 ,3 9 6 3 1 5 ,3 4 6 2 2 2 ,3 0 4 "216,768 9 1 ,6 2 4

figures t
figures of proof gallons have on ly b een  entered up as from  January 1 , 1 9 1 6 :  formerly on ly  the  

of bulk gallons w e r e  r e c o r d e d  - ^ ,
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Appendix S.

Statement of Prevailing Sale Prices of Foreign Liquor in  each Revenue District 
* in  January and Decemljer, 1917.

[Note.—D., price per gallon -when sold by drain or glass. B., price per gallon when sold by

District.

January.

W hisky. Brandy. Gin.

December.

W hisky.

r ). B , D . B . D . B. D . B . X).^ B . D . B

B s. 0. Rs. c. Rs c. Rs. C. R s. 0. R s. 0. ! R s. c. R s. c. R s. c. R s. c. R s. e. Rs. c.
29 75 22 29 28 77 21 18 19 75 16 0 40 60 33 0 33 60. 27 0 37 80 27 0

28 26 23 85 28 37 23 22 18 61 16 51 36 53 31 8 36 24 29 35 28 16 26 37
40 32 29 40 38 40 24 0 27 0 l 9 80 48 0 34 60 4 3 20 30 0 36 0 27
27 0 24 0 27 0 22 60 27 0 18 0 36 0 31 50 36 0 27 0 31 50 28 50
32 92 24 64 49 80 38 98 25 8 18 74 39 68 33 70 56 28 50 40 31 4 0 27 87
27 60 22 68 28 66 20 28 21 0 17 4 38 40 31 5Ó 35 16 32 46 29 40 26 46
42 24 27 0 40 32 24 0 23 4 16 60 60 48 34 20 48 0 27 30 38 4 0 24 0
36 66 25 70 31 86 23 10 23 90 17 77 47 0 32 80 47 0 27 0 34 26 23 83
26 76 25 50 24 12 24 36 19 44 19 50 40 20 32 7 3 40 20 30 54 31 80 23 61'
33 60 23 10 33 60 24 0 28 80 16 80 3 8 .4 0 31 5 0 3 3 40 33 0 33 60 27 0
36 0 30 0 42 0 81 60 27 0 21 0 8 7 60 33 0 45 Oí 31 SO 27 0 21 0
36 0 26 60 43 20 31 50 2$ 80 19 50 36 0 31 60 4 3 20 40 50 23 80 24 0
36 0 24 0 36 0 28 50 32 40 IS 60 43 20 32 50 36 0 31 50 36 0 28 0

82 25 35 10 20 70 32 25 35 10 28 60
33 60 24 43 33 60 27 0 24 0 19 22 38 40 30 60 33 60 26 10 28 80 24 60
27 60 22 58 26 0 20 63 21 88 16 50 28 80 33 0 28 80 28 50 28 80 28 60
33 60 21 9 a 33 60 22 3 5 28 80 16 50 48 0 31 60 48 0 27 75 33 40 26 25
2S 80 23 40 21 60 l a 50 20 10 17 40 39 0 33 90 25 20 22 80 32 40 28 80
26 60 22 32 29 64 25 47 22 32 17 88 37 0 31 32 38 55 34 25 30 36 28 12
36 0 27 48 30 24 27 30 ’ 26 92 18 24 46 80 36 6 41 76 34 9 3 33 84 3 l 20
30 40 24 0 31 32 22 74 27 20 18 20 40 0 34 0 40 64 32 20 32 0 2S 0

Brandy. Gin.

GoloiiBbo
Colombo Munici­

pality .,
KaLuî ara
Kandy
Nuwara EUya ..
Idatale
Galle
Matara
Mambantota
Jafina
Mannar
MullaittivU
Battiealoa
!Triaooinalee
Kumnegal»
Pnttalam
Chilaw * ..
Anürádhapura ..
Badullfk
Batnapura
Kegalla

Appendix T.

Classified Ahstraot of RxCiS© R^osecuticus during the Year 1917.

No. OSence,
No. of

1. Smuggling ..
2. IlliCii; dis-illation
3 . Possession of illicitly distilled

spirits . .
4 . Possession of Utensils fpr

illicit distillation
5 . Elicit manufacttire Of fer­

mented toddy
6. Elicit rndnufacture of un­

fermented toddy
7 . Elicit transport of arrack ..
8. Elicit transpcrt of tOddy . .
9. Unlicensed sale of a rra c k ' . .

10. Unlicensed sale of toddy
11. Possession of arrack without

permit . .
12. Possession of toddy without

permit . .
13. - Adijl.e'atioii of arrack
14. Adulteration of toddy
15* Illicit cultivation of the hemp 

plant . .
16. Sm uggling  Q:^ganja
17 . Elicit’ possession of intoxi­

cating drugs
18. Elicit sale of intoxicating 

■drugs
19. Other ofienoes

decided.

1
13
21 . 
18 . 

1,172 .
96 . 
94 .
97 ,

299 .
130 . 
132 . 
179 . 

3 .
1«
14 . 

264 ,
6 .

3l2 .
•Total . .  2,746

No, of 
Persoiis 

charged.

No, of 
Persons 

acqmtted.

Nn, of 
Parsons 

convicted.

Total
Fines

imposed.
Value of 

Porfeitures.

NO. of
Aceused asáinst whof)i ' 

Cases ace notRs. c* Rs. c. decided yet.
i  . . 1 . . 200 0 .  ♦

13 . . — . . 1 3  . . 2,035 0 . .

21 . . 2 .. 1 9  . . 442 0 S' »  *—" . .  —

. 19 . . 5 . . 14 . . 1,960 0 — . .

. 1,195 . . 121 .. 1,069 . . 29,727 50 . .  ^ S

96 6 .. 90 . . 1,053 25 _̂___ - .. ,
97 . . 9 .. 88 . . 2^85 0 . .  210 50 _____ \

79 . . 5 . . 74 . . M 70 0 .  ♦ * —• It • • ,

213 . . 32 . . 180 . . 27,420 0 25 66 1
137 -• 19 . . 118 . . 8,404 0 6 99 _ f J

• 142 •• 2 3  . . 119 * . 10,200 50 . .  127 « «  «

183 . . 28 . . 1 5 5  . . .  5,062 0 0 20 .  ,  ------

•  . — : ,  —

• 3 - . I  . . 2 . . 45 9 — . .  —  ■

19 . . 9 . . 10 . . 635 0 *  • L __
14 . . 7 . . 7 ■ - 1,765 0 .  .  ------

»  « 281 . . 54 . . 227 . . 28^048 50 . .  155 2 . .  —

6  . . 2 . . 4  . . 330 9 . .  *  1 11 —

• 349 . . 88 . . 259 . . 6,273 36 I. c — 2

2,868 411 2,449 126,646 IL 525 48 . 8
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. R evenüb.] EXCISE. B 1 7

Appendix V.

Suinm ary of E xcise Prosecutions Monti» l>y Mùnti» during tke Year 1917.

Month.
No. of 
Cases 

decided.

No. of
I’erstons
charged.

No. Of 
persóna 

acquitted.

No. of 
persons 

convicted.

No. of Persons 
against rthom 

Cases not 
yet decided.

Total 
pines 

imposed, 
ps. - 0.

Value of 
Forfeitures

Bs. oi

January 189 •• 108 . .  22 175 1 14,041 1 . .  62 67

Fettfuary . .  227 . .  234 16 . . 217 . .  '2 12,800 50 . ,  106 63

March - . .  234 244 . .  37 . . 204 3 11,490 50 1 25

April . .  205 . .  216 . .  22 . . 194 — 11,622 25 9 39

May * . .  237 . 244 , .  31 . . 212 . .  I  . . 8,073 0 . ,  2 44

June . .  223 . .  228 , .  30 . . 198 — 8,620 25 2 96

July . .  294 . .  3l8 , ,  49 269 — 12,381 10 . .  23 5

August . .  242 . .  248 . .  41 . . 207 — 10,293 60 14 28

September . .  227 . .  237 , .  34 . , 203 — 10,961 0 8 0

October • . .  233 . .  248 49 109 — 9,706 60 '6 96

November . .  228 ' 236 43 103 . .  — 7,112 0 . ,  226 66

December . .  207 . .  2 l7 38 178 1 8,246 60 . .  71 61

Total . .  2,746 2,868 411 2,440 8 126,046 11 626 48

Appendix W«

Statement of Pees levied  on E xcise Offences Coinpoiinded ttnder Section S3 of Ordinance No> 8  o f 191^
iron» January 1 to  December 31, 1917.

Headqnatter « Division. SonthMn Divisloo. NCrthetn Division. Cèntral Division. Notth-WestemDivision. Distillery Circle. Total.

Month. Ifo.otOffen­
ces.

Amonnt cf Bices.
KOoOloffen­ces.

Amount of Bines.
No. ol Offen­ces.

Amount Of Buies.
No.oiOffen­ces.

Amonnt of Bines.
Xo.ofOffen­ces.

AmCnnt 6f Bines.
So.olOffen“ees

Amount of 
Binee.

po.ttfOffeU’ces.
Amount of Btnes.

it- j__

January . . 4
Bs. 0. 

42 50 18
Bs,. c. 
193 0 30

Bs. ,C. 
285 60 8

Bs- e. 
87 50 34

Rs, 0 . 
481 0 5

Bs. c. 
37 0 99

1»
Bs. c . 

1,12^ 50
February , 2 27 50 30 294 0 41 485 60 12 43 60 48 710 0 4— e--- 133 1,660 50
March 43 684 60 51 568 0 28 250 0 29 515 0 1 25 0 152 1,942 50
April 1 100 0 28 319 60 39 303 0 18 210 0 32 468 0 ----- *-- 118 1,400 60
May 2 18 0 • 49 797 0 58 630 50 22 212 50 38 1,064 « 1 6 0 176 2,714 0
June t . 2 7 50 36 376 0 22 179 0 8 60 0 27 400 0 4 10 50 99 1,093 0
July • . . 10 01 0 36 419 50 31 363 0 20 184 SO 46 760 0 24 143 0 167 1,961 0
August . . 3 12 50 49 673 0 60 825 0 22 197 60 69 l.Ol? 0 18 108 50 221 3,733 M
September 1 50 0 24 376 0 38 500 0 16 296 0 20 39s 0 13 67 50 111 1,673 60
October . . 1 10 0 34 260 50 36 709 50 13 152 50 24 340. 0 25 115 0 133 1,587 50
November 1 16 0 33 432 0 43 761 0 8 70 0 36 526 0 42 267 0 162 2,071 0
Decemb^ 2 17 00 27 302 60 18 313 60 17 172 60 20 405 0 31 425 50 116 1,066 50

Total 29 378 50 407 6,057 50 467 5,923 50 191 1,935 60 422 8,001 0 164 1,194 0 1680 22520 0

jSToTE..—Head Quarter Division =s= Colombo Muni­
cipality.

Southern Division=Western and Southern Pro­
vinces.

Central DivisiOn=!ProvinCes of Uva and Sabara- 
gamuwa and Battiealoa District.

North Western Division—Central and North- 
Western Provinces.

Northern DiVision^Northem apd North-Central 
Provinces and Trinconialee District.
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I. Àrea, square mflee 
3, Popiùatian, 1911 
3. Nnmber of arraok taverns, lSlft-17 
1. Humber of toddj taverne, 1916-17

k . - —C o u n t r y  I / i p t o r .

. r̂raokmnt.l916~I7 

. Toddyreot, 1916-17
, Distilleir Ucenses 
. Wholeaale arreok dedere’ UoMuee

Tofelrevenue, country liquor, 1916-17

B.— L i f f i o t .

]t the sale of pure rectified spirits ., 
ea lot the sale of medicated wines and similar preparations conlai 

pw cent, and upwardsbutnot more than i2 percent, of proof spirit 
20. OocasioDsI licensee 
86. Total revenue, forei  ̂liquor 61,316

3,470,367

Kalatan Sandy. Kuwara Eliya. Matalo.

:0 FT. I
K) V . .

Appendix T l,

Ezoise Statistical Statamant.
1916-17 Rent Period—Oeld>er, l i l 6 ,  to September, .
□alle. Uatara. Hamhantota. JaSna,

662 481
. 261,001 .. 227,308

1,013
110,6(

. 281,120 
35,874 
2,300

Trincomalee, Knrunegala. 
1,048 .. 1,844 ..

.. 29,766 .. 306,807 ..

26,760 .. 20,640 .. 26,870

Chilaw. Anuradbapme, Batnapiua.
1,261

.. 165,992 ..

'6,001 4 303.810

63,196 .. 498,014 .. 65,763 .. 424,321 .. 76,001 .. 343.794

267{
27,4611

2,166}

120,791}

394}

63,686}

5,924} .. 

603,638} ..

4,450}

24,624}

4,671

266,876}

7,807,668
1,469,772}

10,950
4,800

144,280}
9,487,461

28. Arraoknmtrevenueperheadofpopulation.1916-17
29. ToddyientrevemMperbeodofpopulatioD, 1910-17
30. Arrack consumed, 1910-17

32. Arra  ̂revenue per gallon, 1916-17 
S3. Toddy revenue per gallon, 1916-17
34. eArraakocmBnmedperbeadofpopalstioii. 1616-17
35. roddyoonsamedperbeadofpopulation.1918-17
36. Arrack taverns per 100 square milee. 1916-17
37. Toddy taverns per 100 square milee, 1916-17
38. Head̂ fpopulationtoeachairacktsvern, 1916-17
39. Head of population to each toddy tavern, 1916-17

.10. Average rent p e e  arrack tavan, 1916-17 
1. AversgerlntpertoddytavErn,1910-17 
9(ii)18

. Bs. 3-63 

. Bs. 0'60 

. Oals. 442,672

. Gals. 1,277,028
6-31 .
0- 38 
0'46
1- 54

2-76 }..
0-12 .- 0-42

86,178 .. 126,236

20-64 .. 16-01
3-84 .. 10-97

4,647 .. 8,503
11,645 .. 4,084

42,308

26.684

5 0-76
0-13 .. 0-65
9,377 .. 41,689

41,630 ..1,364,667

6-98 .. 7-90 .. 2-27 .. 11-21
4,409 .. 6,314 .. 6,600 .. 13,068
7,481 .. 5,981 .. 4,804 .. 2,917

0-19 
0-30, . 
3-3if .

0-56
0-17

11,049

0-27
0-07
0-63

0-38
0-24
0-22

2-36
14,296

— .. 145,567

14-50
1,328
2,306

6,423

48,869

79,201

— .. 4.610 .. 3,688

11,286 .. 16,878 .. 7,416

1.207,574

4,489,427

    
 



CETLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 191T.

. jropoiauon,

. Number oi airmok ta n n u , 1CI17-16 
, Number ol toddy tevCTns, ISIT-IS ••

EXCBB Bev&nuu.
A. — Country Liquor.

. Arraokrent, 1B17-18 
Toddjr rant, 1017-18 
Distillary lioensee
Wboleseie arrack dealers' lioenses . •

Total revenue, country liquor, 1917-18 ..

B. —N o r e ^  Liquor.

I ^ ^ e t a r y  cinb licenses

id spiritB .,

per cent, and upwards but not more than 42 perient. of proof spirit 
. Oocaaiona) licenses

i. Total revenue, foreign liquor 

Tolal excise revmue

COMSOUFIIOI) ADD DOOfl mOD

. Arraokrentravenueperheadofpopuiation, IM l 8 
loe p jr  head of population, isq  18 
1,1916-17..

;, 1916-17 . .
. A rrackre

in  1917-18 as i t  w
. Toddy revenue p »  gallon, assuming th a t (he f  isu m ption w ill  be th e  eami 

in  1917-18 as I t  was in  1616̂ 17 
. A rrackoonsum edperheadofpopalB tion ,19184 
. Toddyconsum edperheadofpopula tion, 1916- r  

A rrack ta verns per 100 square milee, 1917-18 
Toddy taverns pe r 100 square mOes, 1917-18 .
Head o f po pu la tion to  each arrack tavern, 1917-^ i 
Head o f popu la tion to  each toddy tavern, 191M

8,450
230

2,600

Appendix T R

Excise Statistical Statement 

1917-18 Rtnl Perioi—OetobBr, 1917, lo Sepkmbir, 1918.
Hattie.

905 
. 10%>67

delle.
652

291,001

. 342.240 
45,982 
2,660

4SI
Hambeutofa, 

1,013 . .
. 110,608 . .

999
326,712

UulltittiVQ
1,466

17,336

Battioaloa. Trinoomalee. Enrunegala. 
2.B0O . .  1.048 . .  1,844 .

. 153,943 . .  29,758 . .  306,807 .

54,49 I . .  434,398

Puttalam. 
910 .

39,665 .

Anuradhapuia. Badulla. 
4.068 . .  3,272

. .  86.276 . .  216,692

BaCnapura. 
1,251 

. 166,992

— .. 1,000 ..

37 . .  128}  . .

150 . .  —
20é

- f

Kegalla.
642

242,629

Total.
26,332

4,106.350'

V*

g20
140 . - 60 20 ..  10 10 .. 240

_ SO 30 .. 20 — 10 . _ — • _ _ J . _ _ _
817 166 14 .. — 15 . . 6 ~ - — — .. — — — - •  1,009

60,308 7.064 . 19,663 10.664 . .  2.267 6,758} .. 2,279 . .  935} 2,468 303 . 217} .. 1,103} 25 3,626 3,496} 1,834} .. 7,206 4,131 . .  4,663} . J29 .U 8I

3,539,648 . 643,430 . 1,645,909 . 397.731 .. 217,264} ..  638,808 . 78,788 . 31,387} .. 106,968} 64,74 437,924 .. 46,625} 72,481 .. 392,720 . .  881,048 . .  662,682} . 9,607,996

2-Ò3 I-IV 0-42 0-85 . 2-16 . 1-41 .. 0-63 1-1 • 1-31 2-14 0-81 .. 1-66 1*75 2-17 .
0*21 . 0-09 .. 0-85 0-15 .. 0-22 ..  0-17 1-09 . 0-89 . 0-37 0-15 0-7 0-10 .. 0-17 0-92 .. 0-21 0-15 0-10 .

.. Gala. 442,672 . 86,176 . 126,236 42,308 ..  22.741 64,689 .. 18.424 . .  9.377 .. 41,989 . 7,834 . 4,137 .. 11,049 6,67 73,752 ,. 14,296 .. 53,090 .. 10,590 .. 46,730 . .  48,869 90,147 . 1,207,674

..  Gals. 1 277,028 . 119,830 .. 327,099 26,684 ..  154.-730 . 170,968 .. 160,083 . 41,639 .1,364,697 . 86,067 . 43,980 .. 97,480 32,22: .. 70,622 .. 222.741 -  .. 146,667 . .  79,201 . .  69,420 . 4,489,427

"^^TRa. 6-31 6-68 .. 7-31 6-14 .. 6-53 6-09 . 8-16 . 6-02 .. 8-31 7-4i 6-38 .. 6-62 6-74 A 7-45 .. 6-64 . .  6-01 . .  6-29 . 6-46

0-49 .. 0-49 0-21 0-36 . .  0-39 0-22 . 0-19 . 0-14 .. 0-27 0-6 0-38 .. 0-18 .. .0-31 .. _

. .  Gala. 1'54 0-42 . O-BO 0-17 . s  l'42s 0-70 .. 0-37 4-17 . 3-39 . 2-63 .. 0-63 0-22 .. 2-38 .. _ 0-67 . .  0-47
22-45 . 13-49 . 2-16 .7 0-77» 7-48 .. 1-67 2-6 . 0-99 . 0-64 .. ■ 1-28 0-12 ..
18-81 3-68 . 8-23 .. 8-76 5-82 .. 7-06 .. 2-36 11-21 . 1-65 . 0-88 .. 1-42 1-03 .. _
8.496 6,131 . 17,255 .. 11,404

. 12,161 . 4,439 . .  ».3«4 .. 3,187 6,981 ..  4,604 2,917 . 1,706 . 3,848 8,71 12,783 .. 4,968 2,369 .. — 4,610 4,048 9,328 • .e  6,217

. .  Ra. 19,348 . 10,306 . 6.186 . 2,7'28 . 11,186 . 6,166 . 3.075 .. 2,277 6,289 .. 4,631 .. 14,119 .. 17,840 10,688
2,679 . 1,806 . .  666 .. 2,082 3,190 . 1,632 . 696 2,61 .. 1,327 .. 860 2,196 .. — .. 990 628 o n  , 2,094    
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.. POST AND TELBGBAPH 8 .

'R E PO R T  OP THE ROSTKASTER-GENERAL AND DIRECTOR OE TELEORAPHS

FOR 1917.

TSe  year J.917 'waa fl, year of shortage^Lortage of supervising staff, shortage af postmasters, 
and shortage of telephone and other stores, and the record of the year accordingly contains little more 
than the details of merely* “ carrying-on,” few extsnsioüs or improvements liaving been practicable. 
The volume of business, however, transacted in most branches continued tp be greater than in the 
pre-war years, and in some oases was the highest on record. TO reduce the size of this report the tables 
of statistics and the graphs usually appended are omitted.

P ost aITd TELEGiiAPa: OEFiCBs. ♦
2. • On December 31,1917, 524 offices of various classes were open to the public for postal business, 

and a t  147 of these public telegraph business was transacted.
 ̂ 3, Two additional post office were,ppened during the yCar, viz.,, a t Naula, in  the Matale District,

raSway between IMfetale and D&rtbullaw' and a t Madampe, in the Chüaw District, on a site adjoining 
the railway Station, which will better serve the rapidly growing surrounding district than the old OJÖice 
on tBe Coast road, some 2 miles away. The latter is being continued for the beneht of old Madampe 
and surrounding villages.

4. The post office at Pamimugama, on the coast, 4 miles from Ja-ela, Was ordered ^ b ^ elosed , 
as the business transacted did not warrant its continuance. In spite of the httle Use made of it, there 
was considerable opposition to the reduction of the office to the status of a receiving office, and it was 
subsequently decided to continue it as a post office for another year under guarantee.

5. The post offices a t Naula, Madampe, and Waga were added to the Hst of ppstal-telegraph 
offices during the year, and a railway telegraph office was added at Madu road.

6. An additional railway receiving office was opened a t Paranthan (Northern Province), and 
additional village receiving offices, generally without expense to the Department, a t Bolawalana and 
Madawela (WÄfetem Province), Alutwala, Gonapinuwala, and Panangala (Southern province), Karativu 
(Eastern Province), Gangala Puwakpitiya (Kegalla), Ropton (Province of Uva), Horombawa, Nochchi- 
yagama, and Ratmalagahawewa (Norih-Central Province).

7. The village receiving offices a t Godawelä (Polgaha'^frela), Nattla (Matale), and Navatküda 
(Eastern P r c ^ c e )  were closed.

8. The opening of many receiving offices, which are justified, had to be postponed owing to 
want of funds ; and of several post offices, which had been sanctioned, owing to  difficuRy in obtaining 
suitable accommodation a t a reasonable rental.

AnTiCLiis PASSING THBotTGjtt th® Posi.
9. The estimated total number of postal articles (exclusive of parcels) posted in Ceylon for miand 

• delivery was 34,595,000, an increase of 829,000 compared with 1916. Of these, “ letters ” increased
from 22,550,000 to 23,321,000, i.e., by 771,000; and “ printed matter, samples, die.,” by 421,WO to  
6,978,000; while “ post cards” (which weite out of stock for a month), 4,296,0W, Showed a falling off 
of 362,W(>.

10. In  view of the irregularity of the foreign mail services, no useful estimate can be framed as 
regards correspondence to anepfrom the Hnited Kngdom and “ other countries ” from the results of 
the counts made during the statistical weeks in March and September. There Was undoubtedly a falling 
off owing to  war conditions.

•11. As regards Indian correspondence, there was a falling off both in letters despatched and 
in  those deceived, those sent to  India being estimated a t  1,917,500, as against 2,156-,500 in 1916,and those 
received from  India a t  1,616,500 against 1,967,W0. Eor this the effects of the war and of the financial 
situation upon business were probably responsible.

12. T in  number of official free letters handled was estimated at 6,303,000, an increase of 137,500 
over the-1916 figures.

Parcels.

13. The total number of parcels handled was 754,391, an increase of 554 pver that handled in 
1916. There has been a regular aimual increase in parcels traffic since 1908, when the number handled 
was 480,776. The increase has been 57 per cent, m nine years.

9(n)18

    
 



C2 GEStON A D H lN lS T R A T IO Jf REPORTS FOR 1917. [Paet II.

14. Of inJaJttd parcels 204,639 were “ ordinary,” an increase of 11,765, and 174,833—or rougUy 
S7 per cent.*were sent by tbe Value-payable post.

16. Indian “ ordinary ” parcels increased fioin 82,906 to 87,427 in 1917, and value-payable 
parcels (64| percent. Of tbo total) from 153,349 to 164,916.

16. As recoveries on 120,281 value-payable parcels, Ceylon had to pay to India in 1917 a sum 
dfiRs, 1,625,469. The growth in this traffic is illustrated by the figures of remittances on this account 
to India during the last four years. Viz., 1914, Rs. 962,384 ; 1915, Rs. 1,208,629 ; 1916, Rs. 1,463,686; 
and 1917, Rs. 1,625,469. The principal contents of these parcels are doth and medicines; 22,546 value- 
payable, &c., parcels Were returned to India as unclaimed.

17. In the reverse direction, Ceylon sefit 3,382 parcels only to India per value-payabb post,
valued at Rs, 48,651. *

18. There was a falling off of parcels traffic with the United Kingdom, the number despatched
being 8,967, as against 9,214 in 1916. This was doubtless due in large measure to the many prolubitions 
against export from Ceylon or against import into the United Kingdom imposed by the varieus local 
and imperial Proclamations. '

10. 22,714 parcels were received from the United Kingdom in 1917j as against 34,016 in 1916 ; 
war restrictions and dangers mUst have contributed to this result. Pewer parcel mails'were despatched 
from London in 1917, and of these two were lost at sea by enemy action.

20. The number of parcels exchanged with " other countries ” was small— t̂otal 15,895—̂ but 
showed aninerease of l,503 oyer the 1916 total.

21. A sum of Rs. 298,204 was recovered by the postal Ilepartment as Customs duty on foreign
parcels m 1917, an increase of Rs. 32,835. *

MoiteY Onniai Business.
22. The total amount of money order remittances dealt with in 1917 was Rs. 34,012,560, an 

“increase of Rs. 3,230,050 over the figures of 1916, which themselves constituted a record, and exceeded
the 1015 totals by nearly 3 million rupees. Tbe prmeipal increáse -̂over 2 millions— ŵas on colonial 
orders, and Was due to abnormareonditions. mentioned belOw. *

23. Tbe value of the inland orders dealt with Was the highest hitherto, 552^93 orders being
valued at Rs. 18,681,974, an inorease of nearly 9 percent, fof the yuar̂  The average value of an or¿» 
Was Rs. 33-80.  ̂ * , *

24. Of the inland orders, 95,342 (or Over one-sixth) were telegraphic orders, ivhich showed 
an increase of 20 per cent. The number of inland telegraphic money orders has practically doubled 
since 1913.

25. The total business in Indian money orders remained practically stationary at the 1916—
the highest—̂ level, 360>072 orders being handled in 1917, worth Rs. 11,58$,058, .

26. ' Of this total, the money orders issued on India totalled Rs. 10,890,963, while those drawn 
on Ceylon totalled Rs. 691,095, leaving Rs. 10,199,868 to be remitted by Ceylon to India. In view of the 
finaueial difficulties of remittance, the rate o£ commission was raised from 1 to 2 per cent, in July, 1917.

27. The value of ordinary orders issued on India fell from 56- 9 lakhs to 48- 8,lakhs of rupees-- 
a result doubtless partly due to the raising Of the commission afieoting domestic remittances and. partly 
to the increase of local prices and the general financial stringency leaving Indian irmnigrants with 
somewhat less to remit to their coast than formerly. The number of nrdiuary orders issued on India fell 
from 175,605 to 160,981, tbe average Value being Rs. 30, fts against Rs. 32’ 50 in 1916. On the other 
hand, the Value of telegraphic remittances (average valueRs.-lOl) made to India rose from 40-3 lakhs 
to 43*8 lakhs, the number rising jhom 40,704 tp 43,288, and of orders sent in respect of value-payable 
parcels from 14-6 lakhs to 16*2 lakhs, the average value being about Rs. 12*60.

28. Of money orders drawn by India on Ceylon, the value of “ ordinary ” increased by some
Rs. 14,000 to Rs. 296,293, of “ telegraphic ” by Rs. 5$,663 to Rs. 346,251, and of value-payable parcel 
orders by some R$. 6,000 to Rs. 48,551. ,

29. In December, 1917, at tbe request of the Indian Government, a restriction was' imposed 
whereunder no single remitter was allowed to send by money order to India more than Rs. 600 in any 
one week.

so. The falling off in the money urder business between Gcylon and tiie United Kingdom, which ‘ 
began in 1914, Continued, tbe number of orders falling from 9,096 in 1916 tU 7,682 in 1917, and value 
from Rs, 386,404 to Rs. 374,652. Of these totals, Rs. 309,676 and Rs. 254,962 respectively represent 
the values of orders issued in Ceylon, showing a falling off of Rs. 54,714 in 1917. As already stated, 
there has been a falling off in parcels traffic, and until towards the close pf the year money orders on 
England were issued at Rs. 15 to the £, a rate considerably less iavourable than the rate for bank drafts, 
and the average value of an order was roughly Rs. 50. When it became clear that the rise in the exchange 
value of the rupee to la, 6(1. would probably continue for some time, therateof i l  =  Rs. 14'12 was adopted 
both for issue and payment* of money orders exchanged with the United Kingdom. The value of British 
money .orders paid in Ceylon increased from Rs. 76,728 to Rs. 119,690. This rise was due to the*financial 
situation and the favourable rate of exchange (Rs. 15 to the £) which had been rohng forman/years, of 
which some advantage was taken before the necessary restrictions and amendment of exchange rate 
were introduced to prevent abuse of tbe system. ^

31. The telegraphic money order system introduced at the beginning of 1917 between Ceylon
and the United Kingdom vas not very largely used,, only 194 telegraphic money orders being sent to, 
and 63 received from, tbe United Kingdom during the year. ^

32. The value of colonial and foreign money orders rose from Rs. 1,272,860 to Rs. 3,373,866. 
This rise was largely due to merchants tod Chetties in the' Straits Settlements and Federated Malay 
States taking undue advantage of the money order system (which is designed principally for small
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domestic remittances) and of its favourable rate of exchange, by obtaining large numbers of money 
orders, each of the maximum allowable, viz., Bs. 60(1 (thereby iueidentally tïansgressing the spirit of 
the rule prescribing any maximum), in place of bank drafts, when they were deprived of their previous 
facilities for obtaining these at the time of their financial deadlock.

$3. For some years past a remitter in the Straits by paying tlOO (plus money order commission 
Of 1 peï cent.) could obtain Bs. 175 in (leylon, which was reimbursed to this department by the Straits 
Postal Department by sterling drafts on London calculated at the rate of Bs. 15 to the 'Vî en the 
Straits Banks would only give (and then as a favour) Bs. 155 or thereabouts in Ceylon for $100, dealers 
naturally took advantage of the money order system giving Bs. 175, and whereas tbe monthly average 
of moyy orders drawn on (leylonby the Singapore office had been Bs. 25,400in 1916, theamount advised 
in May, 1917, was Bs. 111,760, in June Bs.. 212,754, and in August Bs. 258,432, and before the 
arrangements agreed upon to stop the abuse could come into effect (September 1), advice lists received 
from Singapore at the beginning of September by a single maü were for Es. 507,667, and by the same mail 
from the Federated Malay States for Bs. -111,996. The total advised from Singapore in the year 
was Bs,T,597,730, as against Bs. 304,904 in 1916 ; and from thu Federated Malay States Es. 1,437,906* 
as against Bs,'726,622 in 1916.

34. To stop the abuse, (jtovernmmit in August approved the suggestion that the maximum of 
an order should be reduced to Es. 150, and that only one order of this amount should be allowed between 
the same parties weekly ; and when at the end of August the exchange value of the rupee rose to Is. 5d., 
it was agreed that the Straits Administration should settle witb this (Government On a basis of Es. 14 
to the £. With these restrictions, the totals drawn in October fell to Es. 46,965, November Bs. 20,396, 
and December Bs. 25,047.
• 35. As regards the Federated Malay States, the average remittances of 1916 by money order

were Es. 60,600 per month, principally remittances home by Jafiaa, Tamils ; and thé abuse of the system 
in 1917 was less pronounced, the highest sum, advised in a month having been Es. 212,900. Similar 
restrictions Were introduced, and it was also decided that the exchange of money orders should be in 
sterling, leaving each country to fix its rate for issue and payment, and the rate of £1 =  Es. 14 was fixed 
in Ceylon for both, and the rate of $1 =  2s. 4d. in the Federated Malay States. The values of orders drawn 
Suhse(][ne]st to Septerober were about normal.

36. Simil|i.r restrictions in the number of orders obtainable had to he imposed in the case of orders 
emanating from the United Kingdongi (maximum £46 per w eek), and Egypl* and South Africa (maxima 
l l ^ ^ é r  week). The valúe of orders drawn on Ceylon by Egypt rose from Bs. 62,390 to Bs. 145,191, 
principally o \ ^ g  to the agents thereof ‘ ‘ Bombay merchants ” appreciating the advantage of substituting 
mondy order$ for bank drafts While this course was open to them-

POSïAn OnDEÏts.
37. 116,499 local postal orders Were issued in 1917, an  increase of 3,376oyér the 1016 total, the 

previous highest—for a total sum of Bs. 398,941—Es, 6,794 less than the value of the 1916 orders. The 
commission charged on these amounted to Bs. 5,201.

$8. The most popular denominations were the Bs. 5 (25,021), Bs. 2 (20,966), and Be. 1 (13,850). 
The sale of 50-oenfc orderatose from 4,015 to &,458, the majority being used in payment of entenoe fees 
for competitions in a weekly paper.

39. T^e number of British postal ordéls paid was 83,369, valued a t £27,188,18s. 6d., an increase 
of £2,568 over the value Of orders cashed in 1916. A large proportion of these emanated from the 
Federated Malay States, and in view of the financial situation and the extremely low poundage obtained 
by Ceylon on cashing such Orders, i t  was necessary to- discourage their use ; and, consequently, thetate fût 
paym entw asfixedatE s, I4 ’5 0 to th e ‘£on J td y 2 0 ,1917, and when the value of the Be. 1 rose to Is. 5d. 
on Septembe]^8, the rate was altered to Es. 14 to the £.

4Ô. The issuing rate of British postal orders, which was fixed at Bs. 14 * 50 to the £ on September 
8, was subsequently altered to Bs. 14*12, the issuing rate adopted for British money orders.

41. ïh e number of British postal orders issued in Ceyloq fell considerably in 1917» from 12,411
in 1916 to 6,490, and value from £7,418 to £3,694. This may be ascribed to the reduction Of the number ■ 
of Europeans in Ceylon, “Snd also to the fact that remitters know that in the event of loss at sea there is 
less diSculty or delay in ohtaimng pa3Unentif a money order has been taken-—̂ to he advised through the 
post office—than if a postal order has been enclosed in a letter. *

Stamps.
42. Stamps to the value of Bs, 4,213,365 were sold by the Department, Bs. 62,256 less than in 

1916, but Bs. 357,791 more than in 1915.
43. No variations were made in the denominations of stamps issued ; and no special war stamps 

were issued.
44. Stocks of stamped stationery were affected by the Shortage and increased price of paper. 

The square 5-cent envelope was out of stock between March and June, 1917, and the 2-Cent post card 
for a moî>th in July-August.

46. Prices were raised in the following cases :—5-cent foolscap commercial envelope, from 6 to 
7 cents ; 10-cent registration envelopes : small from 12 to 12| cents, medium from 12| to 13 cents, and 
large from 14 éo cents.

PosTvOiTieE SAvtNas Bank.
46. On Itecemher 31, 1917, tbe balances standing to the credit of 101,229 depositors totalled 

Bs. 2,286,133, giving a¡n average balance of Bs. 22*58.
47. 5,493 new accounts were opened and 4,986 accounts closed during the year.
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48. Withdrawals during thè year amèUnted tn Rs. 1,520,749, while deposits were Rs. 1,186,933, a 
difference of Rs. 333,816t Many deposits were dopbtjess withdrawn for investment in Ceylon Premium 
Bonds, and Were not replaced when the Scheme for the issue of these fell through ; and conditions generally 
were not favourable for Saving aniong the poorer classes.

49. The necessary funds to meet the exeesS withdrawals were advanced by Government, to 
which 17| lakhs were due at the end of the year.

50. After paying interest on the advance and on deposits (Rs. 46,435), the year’s working showed 
a profit of Rs. 20,357,

5 ^  1,259 50-cent stamped slips were tendered as deposits during the ten months following the 
introdu^mU of these omMarch 1. , n

52. The detailed balance sheet and profit and loss account are annexed to this report (see 
Aunéxüies A and B),

RnTTjBNBp L etter  Oíricís. •
53. The number of articles dealt with-at the Retinned Letter Office Was 102,125, oi which it was 

found possible te return 182,302, or 94 per cent.» to the senders,, while 9,823 Were destroyed. Articles 
to the value of Bs. 11,452‘70 were found in the postal packets opened ; and a sum of Rs. 426'02 Was 
realizied by sale of unclaimed artieles.

Ttiî GkAM Statistica
54. The total number of telegratoxs handled m 1917 Was 1,490,787, or 5,327 less than in 1916,

which was the highest on record, , •
55. Inland telegrams account for 74 per cent, of the-total, the number being 1,104,506. Of 

these, 931,580 were ordinary private telegrams, 47,086 less than in 1916, but considerajbly more than in 
any previous year.

• 56. The number of inland telegraphic money order advices increased by 20 per Cent, to 95,342, 
and State telegrams by 14 per cent, to 77,428. i  •

57. The total number of telegrams despatched to India Was 144,976, as compared With 139,516 
in 1016, the falling off of 5,850 in private telegrams to 96,902 being more than compensated for by increase 
in telegraphic money order advices.

The number of telegrams from India increased from 113,205 to 120,057. *
59. To and from “ other countries ” the number of private telegrams remained practically the

same, vis., 5$,982 and 50,532 respectively, hut the number of State telegrams despatched increased 
from %7S0 to 6,678. Before the War the total hjid only once reached 1,000. ' ‘

60. The restrictions imposed on the use of their wireless apparatus by British merchant vessels 
continued, and little use was accordingly made of the Colombo radio station. Only 14 messages Contaminé 
515 worfis were Sent during the year and 199 containing 3,013 received.

61. The revenue from paid telegrams was estimated at Rs. 561,538, an increase of Rs. 17,711 
over the revenue in 1916. The Value of tree State messages Was Rs. 41,392, an increase of Rs. 4,304.

Main Services. *
62. Thu disorganization of foreign services caused by wan Oonditions continued.
63. The following CeyloU mails Outward bound were lOst: - - — London, Miiy 23, lettem 

anfi parcels (761 ordinary and I$4 insured); —— — , London, July 18, parcels (779 ordinary and 120
insured); while the following homeward mails wore lost 
■March 24 (93 parcels) J — ^ ( T u n e  1$ (letters, and 51 parcels); 
parcels).

, EebrUary 4 (105 parçels) ; -
, June 30 (letters, and 61

64. The parcels service to Russia was totally suspended from April 18, and tfie transmission of 
parcels to Aden, Egypt, and East Africa, except to those on active service, was discontinued in October. 
Various export prohibitions and IJnited Kingdom import prohibitions' led to a general decline in 
parcels traffic.
• 65. The P. & 0. mail service was terminated at Bombay dining the year, and Oeylon.îwas served
overland by Bombay fortnightly. Duriug the third quarter of the year there Was also a direct service 
by Erench packets. Which also brought thé English mails for India, generally about 2,500 bags, which 
had to be forwarded by rail.

66. The longest interval between the Arrivals of mails from Kngland was that between November 
13 and jpeCember 12̂  I9l7. Buring the latter part of the year Marseilles Was not touched at by the
P. & 0. mail vessels, and the “ all-séa ” toutê Was adopted for the carriage of mails. The time occupied 
in transit was on an average about five weeks.

67. With the discontinuance of the P. & 0. mail ships to Australia and the Ear East, advantage 
had to be taken of transports and cargo vessels at irregular intervals to serve those placés, U sg was also 
made Of the Negapatam-Penang service for the carriage of mails for the Straits Settlements and federated 
Malay States and cmmtries beyond.

68. As regards local mails, the nightly train service to and from Jaffna was resumed after an 
inconvenient alternate day and night service had been in operation for some months,'* *

69. With the opening of the new Port railway station, that station displaced Maradana as the
principal station for handling mails for outstations, and enabled a later time to be fixed for closing 
certain mails, e.ff., on the Indian and Northern lines. *

70. In December the drastic reduction of the Railway time table led to a reduction ih the 
outstation mail, services.
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•» 71. The principili ipail line services eonthmed Unaltered. The bpllock coach service between

Kuruhegala and Dandagamnwa was extended to Madaippe, and Danclaganauwa served earlier vid the 
latter station than before.

72. The eontracts fpr the motor mail services oh the Cbilaw-Puttalam and thè Matarii-Hambantotà 
lines held for several years and efficiently performed by the Ceylon Motor Transit Company, expired in 
Séptember ; and the contracts for the current period were obtained by Sinhalese gentlemen, who put in 
lower tenders.

73. The motor bus services between BandaraWela and Batticaloa and Anuradhapnra and 
Trincomalee, performed by the Railway Department, were efficiently maintained, as were the Colombo 
motor mail vamservices.

74. Little advantage was taken by the pubhc of the “ express letter ” system instituted a t the 
-end of 1916, only 182- letters having been received a t the General Ppst Office during the year for express 
delivery.

is . From January the Colombo delivery postmen were sent out on bicycles, fn place of the old 
gharry turnouts, which it Was impossible to get the contractor to maintain in a creditable condition.

(

OOTESfCES, IÌlREOtrL4BIfIES, &<?.
76. In 44 cases convictions Were obtained for the fraudulent Use of defaced stamps» and fines 

ranging from Rs. 50 to Re, 1 were imposed in 38 cases, and in the remaining 6 the offenders, being 
juveniles, were caned.

77. A villager was sentenced by the Supreme Court to four years’ rjgoróus imprisonment for 
fraudulently cashing a telegraphic mohey order for Rs. 300 issued in favour of a third patty.

78. Another man was sentenced to six months’ rigorous imprisonment aUd a fine of Rs. 50 for 
taking wrongful delivery of a parcel.

79. An estate tappai eooly was sentenced to-two mouths’ r%orous impràsOnment on He plea ®f 
guilty for destroying letters sent by him to the post and appropriating the stamps. In another estate 
case a bungalow servant was proved to have abstracted an envelope containing Rs. fO from the tappai 
bag after it had been closed by bis master.

80. The sender of a fictitious telegram was puniebed by a fine of Rs. t 5 .
■ * 81.  ̂A Writer at Polgahawela received three months’ rigorous imprisonment for drawing a m'Oney

order application written by him for a Tamil pooly in favour of his own wife instead of the desired payee.
82. A postm an a t  Dehiwala Was Sentenced to  six m onths’ rigorous imjafisonment for a ttem pting  

to  cash a stolen m oney‘order.
88. A postman at Matale stole a test letter, and Was Sentenced to a year’s rigorous imprisonment.
84. A postal peon at NuWara Eliya was proved to have stolen the contents of several letter 

packets, and was sentenced to a year’s rigorous imprisonment.
85. A postman at Galle was sentenced to a year’s rigorous imprisonment for seCretiUg a registered

letter.
86. A huematt at Jaffna received a month’s rigorous imprisonment for theft of sealing wax, and 

a peon in the Chief Engineer’s Office six months’ rigorous imprisonment for stealing 14 brass caSement 
stays from the office windows.

87. A hneman received three months’ rigorous imprisonment for attempting to extort gratifi­
cations from vUlagers on the tHeat that, if they refused, their trees bordering on the telegraph line would 
he cut down.

88. Ji. villager at MagannaUa, near Avissawella, Was fined Rs. 20 for causing a serioUs interruption
to’̂ the telegraph service by careless tree cutting. Re was prosecuted, as he refused to pay the cost of 
repairs, Rs. 12 •75. *

89. Fifteen cases of theft of wire were reported, but in one only waé the guilt hroUght'home, 
the offender receiving four months* rigorous imprisonment.

90. Convictions were obtained against two assistant postmasters, one (Who had absconded to 
the llfclay Peninsula and been brought back) being sentenced to eighteen months’ rigorous imprisonment 
fpr theft of a registered letter containing Rs. 509, and the other to two years’ imprisonment for abusing 
bis position as a signaller at the Central Telegraph Office to signal bogus telegraphic money orders in 
favour of his accomphces, to whom Rs. 640 were paid on orders drawn on three separate post offices.

91. The services of three other youthful assistants were dispensed With for dishtmest practices.
92. Burglars, who remained undiscovered, broke into the SamhaBtota post offiee in June and 

into the Avissawella post offiee in November. In neither case Was the safe tampered with ; the value of 
the booty obtained was Rs. 26‘69 and Rs. 95"78, respectively.

93. An extra runner employed to carry parcel mails between Haputale and Koslanda absconded 
CM route and opened the packages. He was subsequently arrested by thè PoMce and sentenced to a 
year’s rigorous imprisonment.

94. Twelve contributions towards losses were paid from the Departmental Benevolent and 
Guarantee Fund during the year, totalling Rs. 1,689. The principal items were Rs. 1,046 towards the 
cost of a parpeLof jewellery stolen from the Colombo Parcels Office, and Rs. 200 value of .stamps lost 
in a remittance between the head office and Hatton post office. Compensation, Rs. 164’15, was also 
paid from the vote for losses, &c., in respect of four parcels.

* The Telegraph System .
95. With the addition of Madampe, Naula, aiyi Waga, the number of postal-telegraph offices 

increased to 147.
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96. A new telegraph eirouit W9,s run between Kandy and Campóla (11| miles), enabling the latter 
to work direct with Colombo ; and another between Padukka and Waga (6 miles), to relieve the railway 
telegraph circuit which formerly dealt with telegrams for Waga. Another new circuit sanctioned, viz., 
Wehmada to Lunugala, could only be partly cômpleted owing to shortage of stores.' ‘

"97. Inclusive of railway telegraphs, 22  miles of posts and 140 miles of wire were added to the 
telegraph system during the year, bringing the mileage up to 2,028 (posts) and 6,953 (wire), respectively.

98. A new test board of the latest switch Spring type was installed at the Central Telegraph Office-
99. Twenty-eight postal-telegfaph offices were re^wired, and twelve circuits were re-arranged.
100. The average time of transmission of an inland telegram was 17 minutes. Statistics mamtfiined 

by thirty-two of the principal offices showed that 84 per cent, of telegrams handed in were transmitted 
within 10 minutes of acceptance, 90 per cent, within 20 minutes, and 99 per cent, of the telegrams received 
for delivery were sent out to the addressees within 10 minutes of receipt.

101. The telegraph delivery arrangements in Colombo haVe b.een improved, and the average 
number of messages brought back as undeliverable has been reduced from thirty to six a day. *

102. The practice of grantmg receipts for all inland telegrams Was stopped during the year, as 
observation showed that most were merely thrown away, and receipts are now only granted if specially 
asked for.

103. Further economy in paper was efEected by substituting gummed bands for telegraph 
envelopes, which resulted in a saving of about \ \  million envelopes. No complaint of the inadequacy 
of the bands was received from any member of the public.

■ 104. A scheme was also worked out for dispensmg with the office copies of delivered telegrams, 
calculated to save some 750,000 forms annually ; and, to conservé the Baudôt paper tape, which waá* 
becoming scarce, the local record of messages signalled was discontinued.

105. The Baudôt installation used between Colombo andhladras continued to give satisfaction.
Tit was out of action between January 15 and 23 and February 8 to 13,1917, when the distributor was 

re-wired. During these periods Morse duplex working on two wires was necessary throughout the day ; 
and the two wires carried less traffic per hour than one wire with Baudôt apparatus. *

,106. The simultaneous transmission of telegrams by telegraph and by telephone over the single 
wire circuit between Anuradhapura and Trincomalee Was introduced tentatively to relieVe the telegraph 
circuit, which was overloaded, and the results proved satisfactory. , •

107. To relieve postmasters at small smgle-manned offices doing little work froffi excessive 
hours of confinement to their offices, the hours of telegraph business were curtailed at ten offices during 
the year.

108. A special war news telegrams was signalled to all telegraph offices during the Easter and 
Christmas holidays, and to meet the inconvenience arisingf from the suspensión of Sunday newspapers, 
arrangements were made to deliver a special war news telegram at 4 p.m. on Sundays to certain 
clubs and hotels in Colombé, and to telegraph it to the more imprntant outstations on Sunday afternoon 
and Monday morning,

109. Advantage was taken of the telegram deposit account system introduced for Colombo in 
December, 1916, by twenty firms, who sent telegrams to the value of, roughly, Rs. 200,000 under the 
arrangement during 1917.

110. The traffic at three telegraph offices opened under guarantee was ittsufficienff to make the 
office pay its way, and the guarantors had accordingly to he called upon to make good the share of the 
deficiency guaranteed by them, viz., Nakiyadeniya (Rs. 637), Elkaduwa (Rs. 150), and Chenkaladi 
(Rs. 32S’96 for 1916 añd Rs. 19D44 for 1917). In the last-named case legal steps have had to be

- instituted, as the guarantors have faded to pay on demaUd. A sum of Rs, 2S5'50 had also to be paid 
by the guarantors of the Gámpola-PussellaWa junction telephone line. *

111. With a view to encouraging the study of technical telegraphy, the syllabus of the higher 
departmental examination wfts revised, and a pass certificate in telegraphy awarded by the City and 
Guilds of London Institute Was made the first qualification to earn an extra increment. T ex t books are 
Jeat.to Students, , and lectures for the more advanced students are given by a competent officer'; To 
ovéieome the disadvantages under which outstation officers are placed compared With those in Colombo, 
arrangements were made to distribute free of charge 58 copies of the lectures to students outside Colombo.

112. At the City and Guilds Examination in telegraphy held in the spring of 1917, three officers, 
one Postmaster und two Inspectors, passed in the first class of Grade I., and three Postmasters in the 
second class ; while in telephony, two Inspectors obtained second class passes,

R ailway T êlegeavécs and Saeety A ppaiiatUs.

113, About a ton  of wdre was used to  reduce the high resistance of many of the earth connections 
of the railway tab let instrum ents.

114, In  connection with the opening of tfie double line between Maradana and SiaVe Island
and the new Colombo Fort station, three sections of Tyef’s tablets were replaced by tw o section* of lock 
Ænd block instrum ents. *

• 115. The tra ck  circuiting a t  MoratuWa, four lines, was com pleted and brought into use.
116, - Four additional signal repeaters were fixed at railw ay stations. ♦ »
117. Beveral faults occurred in  the workmg of the Tyer’s tab let instruments, signal repeaters, 

and look and block indicators, and the causes formed the subject of careful investigations b y  th e Chief 
Engineer, who has made a special study of railway safety appliances ; and Various propof als for im proving 
the mainteimnce by th is Department and the working of the instrum ents by the R ailw ay S tafi, as Well 
as the keeping of Better records, or the substitution of types better adapted to m eet local needs were 
made by him.
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118. In view of the frequent breakdown of wires by the fall of trees on the Coast line, a survey of 

coconut frees endangering the railway telegraphs Was made. The coconut gardens extend up to thé 
limits of the very narrow railway reserve On both sides of the line, and the trees possibly endangering the 
telegraphs form a hPgé total. The more dangerous ones have been marked for removal as funds permit, 
and a large number were removed during the year between Colombo and Kalutara.

Tns Telbîaone SveiEM.
119. Additions to the telephone trunk system were made during the year by new circuits between 

(a) Gampola'and Nawalapitiya, 9 miles, and Q>) Oolombo-Moratuwa-Tanadme, l é  miles, and a rented 
junciSon line was erected between the Planters’ Exchanges at RadeUa and TilHoonltry. Thèse additions 
brought the trunk wire mileage up to 1,628.

' 120. Government exckanges in connection With the trunk system were opened at Gampola and
Nawalapitiya, and work proceeded on the exchanges sanctioned for Matale and HUrunegala.

121. A: large number of apphcations for eonnection could not be attended to owing to scarcity 
of instruments, want of switchboard capacity, and shortage of wire and rmderground cables. In Match, 
1917, a new 300-line section for the Colombo switchboard, which was then fully appropriated. Was received, 
but certain essential portions of the apparatus were missing, and had not arrived by the end of the year, 
by which time the number of applications awaiting accommodation had reached 241. An indent for a 
further 300-line section was rejected by the Ministry of Munitions.

122‘ The following table shoW$ the growth of tbe Government exchanges during the last 
three years :—

1915.

Number of Sübsoriberà. 

1916. 1917.

Nuipber of 
Applications on hand

on Dae, 31 ,1 9 1 7 ..
Colombo ' . .  1,393 1 , 5 4 0 1,621 .. 241
Kandy 70 73 87 11
Nuwara Eliya 64 73 81 9

* Oallô 44 47 - 67 9
Kalutara 21 22 31 3
Negombo — 18 19 4
Hatton 13 13 13 1
Gampola — r 9 . . .  3
Nawalapitiya — --- 6 3
Peradeniya 2 4 4 2
Kelaniya — 2 4 . . ---  '•
Folgahal>t^^ .. --- 3 —
Bagama 1 2 —
K ette — 2 . . ^
AmiradhapUra * 15 16 17 . . -rr*
Matara* 11 13 13
Diyatalawa* .. — 6 e - w -

Bandarawela* . . --- 2 2

Total . .  1,633 1,831 1,977 $86'

* Local service on ly .

12$. Public call offices were opened in Colombo at the Cinnamon Gardens, WellaWatta, and 
Maradana post offices, at the new Port station, and at the Pagoda tea house ; and at outstations at Galaba, 
Ingiriya, Kalugastpta, Kurunègala, Nawalapitiya, Norwood, Wattala, and Wattegama.

124. The total number of calls dealt with by Government operators in 1917 is estimated at
6,793,000, about lO per cent, more than in 1916 ; while the number of trunk calls dealt with has about 
doubled in the last three years, and now averages about 200 a day.

125. ■ In spite of difficulties caused by the overloading of the Goiombo switchboard, the average 
speed of answer to a call in 1917 was 9*6 seconds, as against 9‘9 seconds in 1916.

126. A systematic course of training for telephone operators extending over eight weeks has beeji 
arranged.

127. With a view to bringing telephone practice in Ceylon into line with that in vogue in 
the United Kingdom, detaUed instructions were issued on sUch subjects as the control of trunk calls, 
treatment of “ no reply ” calls, switchboard markings.

128. Telephone operators’ loads, hours of attendance, and intervals for meals have been 
standardized in all Govemmeut exchanges.

129. With a view to securing uniformity in the method of operating, instructions were framed 
and distributed to these responsible for the worj^g of private telephone systems.

130. The night telephone service was re-organized, and the old arrangement under which the 
“night tel%»hone operating in Colombo was performed by telegraphists drawn from the Central Telcgraiffi 
Office, or by daily-paid hands, was superseded by the creation of a new “ established ” class of male night 
telephonists. It is believed that the present night operators have a sense of responsibility and a keenness 
for efficiency, whi»h did not obtain under the old regime. Tests of the quality of the service rendered 
show that calls at night are on an average answered by the operator in 17‘3 seconds. It is hoped that 
1918 will see an improvement in this figure.

131. With>a view to improving the attention to calls at night, and more especially attention 
to “ ring ofip ” signals, the circuits of certain subscribers known to be regular “ night callers ” have 
been moved to that section of the switchboard which is always staffed. By this means it is hoped to 
concentrate approximately 60 per cent, of the night traffic.
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132. A leaflet “ How Bubscrìbers May help the Telephone Systeüi ” was distributed as a 
supplement with the June issue of the Directory.

133. The hours oi service at se'r’eral Government exchanges were extended during the year.
134. The number <5f telephones maintained by the Department other than Railway telephones 

was 2334 oitDecejlaber31»I9l7j-asoQhipared with 2,624 in 1916.
135. The wire mileage of underground cables increased by 158, there being in Colombo 7,389 

miles, Kandy 102 miles, Galle 100 miles, and Nuwara Eliya 10 miles.
136. Three licenses for the instalhition of private telephone systems were granted in 1917. Out

of the 623 telephones maintained by private systems, more than 400 were at the close of the ypar in 
cmmeetion With the general trUnfe system. ' ‘

137. At twenty-two o®oes telegraph worfe is dealt with over telephone circuits exclusively, 
and at twelve of these the circuit is used jointly for telegraph and publie call office traffic. Over 100,000 
tele^ams a year are handled by telephone.

138. The fee of 15 cents prescribed for giving first delivery Of a telegram by telephone was 
abolished, but the fee was retained in the ©ase of telegrama rec^ved ©V6r the telephone from subscribers 
to Government exchanges for onward transmission*

139. The Superintendent of Traffic devoted considerable attention during the year to questions 
bearing on efficiency and economy as apart from actual development aud itaprovement works. 
“ Standards of service ” were decided upon both for telegraph and telephone officers ; “ development 
studies ” to determine by what routes underground telephone cables diouldbe laid most economically to 
meet future extensions were proceeded with.

140. A sum of Rs. 11,938 was spent in the carrying out of a portion of a scheme submitted
by Mr. J. Penman, Assistant Telegraph ©ngineer, who Went very Carefully into all details for the 
safeguarding of the Central Telegraph Exchange from fire. Thé work included a separate store in the 
yard for the storage inflammable telegraph, materials hitherto stored in the basement of the 
building, an additional line between the Exchange, Central Telegraph Office, and the Fire Station, not 
connected in any Way with the Switchboard, the substitution of Won for wood in internal Cable troughs 
and test room fittings, &c, . '

141. With the object of preventing panic in the switchroom in the event of an ôutbreak of fire,
regular fire drill for the operators was introduced. ^

1 C

R iv e n it e  a n d  B x fEndittjbe. c

142.. It is impracticable to assess with any accuracy tbe revenue of the Department. Over 
half the recoveries are made fop means of stamps, an4 stamps to the value Of Rs. 4,213,365 wore sold 
at post offices in 1017; these stamps are available for either postal, revenue, or judicial purposes, and 
it cannot be stated What proportion has been applied to each.

143. Two method of rough computation based ultimately on the annual statistics of correspond­
ence (which themselves being based merely pn two Weeks’ actual counts in March and September have 
little soientifie value, more especially when mail services are so kregülaT as during the war), and one 
based further on the average postage on various classes Of posted articles found on examination of a 
Dumber taken at random* and the other on estimated annual increases or decreases since pr>stage stamps 
Were presumed to be used, only for postal purposes, havobeen tried, with considerably varying results ; 
and for purposes of this report, the meah between the two has been adopted, and the 1916 figures revised 
on similar lines. Obviously the figures in neither case can be taken as anything moré than an extremely 
Dough estimate. '

144. Assuming Rs* 1,462,000 aS the postal revenue from stamps in 1917 (an increasefof Rs. 14,000 
over the 1916 revised figDres)̂  the total revenue is estimated as Rs. 2,683,442, and services valued at 
Rs. 488,706 were petformed free for other DepartmeDts, total Rs. 3,172*148.

146. JChe estimated revenue from telegrams was Es. 561,538, as against Rs. 543,827 iU 1916; 
from telephone receipts RS. 269,316, aa against Bs. 232,061 in 1916; and from money order commission 
Rs. 236,647, as agamSt Rs. 2Í7,1¿8 in 19}6. Other collections pro'duced Rs. 93,002* transit and 
conveyance of maüs Rs. 37,496, and reimbursements in aid Rs. 23,441.

Expenditure,
146. The cash expenditure the Department was Rs. 2,588,631. No charge is Dow made by 

the Railway for mail traDSport in trains, for tbe Batticalpa and Trincomalee motor bus services, or for 
the Ciolombo motor mail van services. The salary Df tbe Postm|.ster-General, pensions of retired officers, 
rent- value and rates and taxes on Government büildings occupied by the Department, cost of books 
and printed forms, &c., supplied by the Government Printer also are not charged to the votes of the 
Department.

147. The principal item of expenditure was Personal Emoluments Bs. 1,701,820, an increase of 
Rs. b6,$29, accounted for principally by Officers’ increments. The number of employees of the Department, 
exclusive of mail runners and contractors’ agents, in office on December 31, 1917, was 2,691,^oi whom 
912 werê qf the postmasters’ or clerks’ class, 80 of the inspectors’ class, and 53 girl telephonists.

148. The expenditure on Other Charges was Rs. 658,866, as against Rs. 79p,123 in 1916, tbe 
apparent saving being principally due' to a liability of Rs. 101,648' 56 discharged by the Crown Agents 
in December for mail conveyance not having been reported in time to foe charged to the 1917 accounts.

149. The principal items of expenditure under Other Charges were; Conyeyance of Mails, 
Rs. 177,441 (of which Rs. 83,806 was for conveyance within the Colony) ; Maintenance of Telegraphs, 
Bs. 140,088; Travelling, Rs. 92,662; Stores and Stationery, Rs. 67,462; Rents, Rs. 63,463; and 
Delivery of Telegrams, Rs. 58,803.
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150. Special expenditure on telegraph and telephone works amounted to Rs. 227,945, a 

comparatively small amount, oEing to difficulty in obtaining the necessary store's for extensions 
sanctioned. Rs. 427,500 had been voted for special expenditure for the financial year ended September 30, 
1917, of which Rs. 339,000 was for the development of the telephone systeffi. Of this, only Rs. 144,963 
could be spent in opening and extending Government exchanges and Rs. 55,108 on additional trunk 
and junction lines, including special police lines.

151. Investments were made from available assets of the Departmental Security Fund in thp 5 
per cent. British War Loan {£20,000) and the 5 per cent. Jfndian War Loan (Rs. 33,300), and Rs. 6,000 
from the Benevolent and Guarantee Fund was afeo invested in the latter.'

.*■ STAI’b’.
152. I continued in charge of the Department thpoughout the year.
153. Mr. John Fox, the Assistant Postmuster-Geheral, vahóse leave had been delayed by war 

conditions, had to proceed to England in October at short notige on medical grounds.' Relying on the 
early return of Mi. H. J. Lovett to release Mr. G, W. J. Praat from accounting duties and enable him to 
assist hr postal work, no substitute for Mr. Fox hras appointed, aftd I have had to do most hf his work 
up to date.

154. In the Accountant’s Branch no Accountant was appointed in place of Mr. Eox on his 
promotion to the post of Assistant Postmaster-General, and the Principal Assistant Accountant, Mr.
H. J., Lovett, continued absent on war service throughout the year. Till Mr. Fox’s departure the duties 
oí Accountant were shmed between him and Mr. G. W. J, Praat, the Superintendent of TraMc, who On 
Mr. Fox’s departure took over the whole duties of Accountant, Mr. F. E. Loos, Special Class Clerk, 
p,cted as an Assistant Accountant throughout the year, in addition to Mr. P, H. M. Perora, the permanent 
Second Assistant Accoiffitant.

155. On the retirement of the Chief Cashier, Mr. G. H. AlWis, after forty years’ public service,
Mr. W. Saverimutto from the Government StoreC was promoted tO Class 1. of the Shroffs’ Scheme and 
appointed Chief Cashier, , *

156. In the Engineering Branch, Mr. V, W. Goss, Assistant Engineer, continued to be absent 
on militàry duty throughout the year, and Mr. R. H. Thwaites, Special Class Telegraph Inspector, Was 
appointed to act for him. Mr. A., L. Cook, the Telephone Engineer, proceeded on war service in June, 
and Mi. G. H. Schofield, of the British Rost Office, was selected to act temporarily fOr him, Wt did not 
arrive before the close Of the year.

 ̂ 157. Mr. A. Et Dawson succeeded Mr, V. L. Halliwell as Telephone Foreman -(overhead 
construction). .

158. The Chief Engineer, Mr. A, E. McCIoskey, Honorary Captain in the C. E. W, was mentioned 
in despatches as one of several Ceylon officers who had done useful work in connection with Ceylon 
defenòe, arrangements,

159. Second Lieutenant G. W. J, Praat succeeded Lieutenant J. Fbx in charge of the ^ost Oííce 
Sectiou of the Colombo Town- Guard, to which the Engineeriug Platoon, which had been in charge Of - 
Lieutenant A. L. Cook, was attached in October under Mr. J. Penman, vrho was granted the rank of 
Second Lieutenant. The strength of the Post Office Section on December 31 was B oteems attd HI B9î -

160. Miss A. M. Dobbs, Assistant Supervisor at' the Colombo Telephone Exchange, resigned her 
appointment in September, 1917, after 3 | years’ efficient service. The period of her 2̂  years’ agreemont 
had expired m November, 1916, but owing to the difficulty in her successor. Miss A, M. Dent, obtaining  ̂
a passage to Ceylon, she stayed on till September last, to save the Department from inconvenienco. 
On her departure, Miss L. H. Redlich, Monitor, acted for three months as Assistant Supervisor.

161. .Miss Dent, whose departnre from England was Continually postponed owing to War 
restrictions feepi Februairy, 1917, ffiiaUy arrived on December 13, after a journey vid thè Capennd 
Singapore.

162. The District Inspectors of Rost Offices continued to do useful -vfork in inspecting post ofl^es 
and inquiring into complaints. The diary of one in whose district there are 4.4 post offices (apart from 
receiving offices) shows that he inspected 29 four times, and the others three times each during the year. 
He was out on circuit 302 days, during which he travelled close upon 10,000 miles.

163. I have to record with regret the death of five officers : Mr. T„ Rodrigo, Rostmaster, Kandŷ  
after ne>rly thiity-six years’ service ; Mr. W. Tamhipulle, who was discharging the dutie| of Rosttoaster, 
Kurunegala, most efficiently ; Mr. S. R. Backus, Postmaster, ElkadUwa ; We. M. A. J. de‘Silva, Assistant - 
Postmaster, Kurunegala ; and Mr. P. E. 'Wickremesinghe, a clerk in the Accountant’s Office of thirty4tto 
years’ service.

164. The servig_es of five assistant postmasters and probationers were discontinued owing to
irregularities, «

165. Two postmasters retired on the ground of age, and three Postmasters and one clerk on the
ground of ill-hdalth. Seven telephone operators resigned. _ .

166. Mr. V. A. Nicholas, Assistant Postmaster, was absent on war duty ; and fiVe officers : 
Messrs. G. Ponnarnpalam, C. T. de Joodt, 0. A. Wijesuriya, B. M. A. Fernando, and D. L. Pahhakkara 
were seconded for three years’ service in the Postal Department of British and German East Africa.

167. My thanks are due to all the staff officers and also to the subordinate officers of thè Depart­
ment for theis-cooperation during the year, in which shortage of staff entailed considerable extra work 
on individuals Siud curtailment Of holidays. The Telegraph Storekeeper, Mr. S. J. Ponniah, and .¿the 
Postal Storekeeper, Mr. J. S. Fernando, deserve a special word of praise for their assistance in meeting 
diflSculties incurred by the iuability to obtain due supplies through the ordinary channels.

Colombo, March 14,1918. 
9(11)18

F. J. SMITH,
Postmaster-General and Director of Telegraphs.
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Annexurh.

A.—Balance Sheet of the Post OfBce Savings Bank at December 31, 1917.
Liabilities.

To Balance to credit of 
Depositors, December 
31,1917

To Cash advanced from 
Postal Funds

To Cash advanced by the 
Colonial Treasury

To Reserve, being balance 
of Assets over Liabili­
ties :

Balance brought 
forward from 
December, 1916 ..

Balance for the year 
1917

To sundry Creditors

Amount.
Rs. c.

Total. 
Rs. c.

2,286,133 29 

4,973 54 

1,732,180 0

463,467 66 

20,357 53
483,825 19 

41,891 31

Assets-. Amount. 
Rs. . c.

Total . .  4,549,003 33

By cash at Bank of Madras 
on December 31,1917.. —

By Cash at Post Offices 
and in transit ' . .  —

By Investments at cost:—
Ceylon Govt. 4 percent.

Inscribed Stock ..  378,081 21
Indian Government 3J 

percent. Rupee paper 1,861,975 84 
Indian Govt. (Sterling)

3J per cent. Stock ..  200,000 0
Canadian Dominion 

Govt. 3 per cent.
Inscribed Stock .. 55,829 34

Transvaal Government 
3 per cent. Guaran­
teed Stock ..  213,150 19

Straits Settlements 
Govt. 3J per cent.
Inscribed Stock - . .  534,469 94

Queensland Govt. 3  ̂per 
cent. Inscribed Stock 39,331 68

Queensland Govt. 4 per 
cent, inscribed Stock 55,895 50

New Zealand Govt.4per 
cent. Inscribed Stock 33,984 35 

South Nigeria Govt.
3J per cent. Inscribed 
Stock . .  656,845 31

Gold Coast Govt. 3% per «
cent. Inscribed Stock 87,050 31

Barbados Govt. 3J per 
cent. Inscribed Stock 100,000 0

New South Wales Govt.
3J per cent. Inscribed 
Stock . .  44,104 50

JamaicaGovt. 4per cent.
Inscribed Stock ..  200,000 0

[Paet II.

Total. 
Rs. c.

9,426 23

10,204 36

{Marhet value, Bs. 3,242,398.) 
By accrued Interest 
B y sundry Debtors

Total

4,460,718 1 7

68,348 57 
306 0

4,549,003 33

D r. B.—Profit and Loss Account of the Post Office Savings Bank for the Year 1917.
Amount.

To Interest credited to Depositors 
To Interest on Loans, Overdrafts, &c 
To Expenses of Management 
To Miscellaneous Payments 
To Balance carried, to Reserve

Total

Rs. c. 
46,435 41 
66,188 1 
24,942 5 

202 55 
20,357 53

158,125 55

By Interest on Investments and Bank ■ 
Balances . .  '

By Miscellaneous Receipts

Total

Gr.
Amount, 
Rs. c.

157,978 29 
147 26

158,125 55
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BA IW A Y .

REPORt OE TRE GENRRAL MANAGER POR 1917,

1 HAVE tlife honour t(> submit my report òli the working of th® Railway Repartmeht for the year 
1917. Whilst my general remarks apply to the calendar year, the Statistical figures necessarily refer to 
the financial yeat October, 1916, to September, 1917.

2. The revenue for the finaneial year ameunted to Rs. 18,487,093, as conrpared with Rs. 18,014,543 
fbr the preceding year, or an increase of Rs. 472,550. To this morease Coaching Traffic contributed 
Rs. 185,562, Goods Traffic Rs. 328,040, and RiVe Stock and Motor Services Rs. 8,913 and Rs. 4,788 
respectively, whilst Miseellaheous Traffic showed a falliUg off of Rs. 54,753, due to less sales of old 
materials.- These figures do not'include transport and Other seryiOes rendered to other GovemtUent 
Departments.

3. In  Coaching Traffic increases were geueral, eiieept under the head of Coolies. The number 
of passengers conveyed in excess of the previous year was 205,245, and the number of season tickets issued 
rose from 94,157^to 97,114, Parcels Traffic showed an increase of 85,734, whilst other Coaching Traffic, 
such horses,-carriages, hicyoles, aUfi dogs, also showed increases both in number and amount. filColy 
Traffic fell off considerably, the decrease being 72,552 in number apd Rs. 105,353 in amonuf.

4. Under Goods Traffic the total quantity (including railway material and free goods) conveyed 
during the year in railway wagons was 1,085,221 tons; or an increase Of 1,179 tons as compared with the 
last year. The principal increases were in rubber 5,314 tons, rice 8,6l3 tons, coconut produce 2,378 toUs, 
fruit'and vegetables 3,472 tons, plumhago-1,558 tons, and sundry gCods 25,179 tons ; v̂ hilsfi as regards 
decreases, tea'showed a falling off of 6,854 tons, tea and rubber packing 1,838 tons, and manure 62,530 
tons. Details of these increases and decreases are dealt with under Notes on Goods Traffic.

5. As regards Foreign Traffic, the tonnage conveyed to and from India was 148,107 tons, the 
increase, as compared with tìie previous year, being 40^616 tons in quantity and Rs. 228i,S20 in valuo* or 
nearly 70 per cent, of the total increase under Roods Traffic referred to above.

6. The increase under Live StCck was mainly dne to the larger number of animals forwarded 
from the Northern line north of Polgahawela, the increase on this section being 2,184 cattle and 3,973 
sheep. An increase of 2,240 sheep is also noticeable at Matale, whilst the Chilaw line showed a fading 
off of 41 in.tlife number of imported cattle despatched and an increase of 809 sfieep.

7. As regards Motor Traffic, tfie Bandarawela-Batticaloa service showed an increase of Rs. 5,050, 
due to a larger number of passengers being conveyed duriUg this year, while the Trincomalee service fell 
off to the extent of Rs. 1,162.

8. The expenditure for the year, including a sum of Rs. 30,423 spent oft ftew works and added-to 
maintenance? amounted to Rs. 9,480,461, or an iftcrease of Rs. 1,535,568.

_9, Prom the above figures, in comparisoft with those for the preceding year, it will he seen that, 
whilst there was a substantial increase in receipts of nearly half a million rupees, the increase in working 
expenses was considerably more than that amount, namely, 1§ million rupees, whereas ift 1916 there 
was a farge increase in receipts, as compared with a  decrease in workmg expenses, the latter amounting 
to the low figure of 44 per cent, of the receipts.

10. The increased cost of running the Railway, in proportioft to its receipts, may be attributed 
entirely to the abnormal conditions resrdting from the wat. In my report fOr 1916 I  pointed out thd 
increasing difficulties in connection with the supply of ®^oros and materials for maintaining and, runifii^ 
the Railway, and explained that the low workffig expenses for that year were attributable-to lack of 
materials, which in ordinary course oftght to haVé been put into the maintenance of the Railway.

11. In  1917, owing to the deferred arrival of a supply of imported sleepers, we were enabled to
put into the road for maintenance, purposes a considerably greater quantity than in the previous year, 
thereby coirespondingly increasing the comparative expenditure, though this fe-sleepering programme 
was for the greater part not an up*to-date work, but rather one' deferred from the previous year’s 
programme. ' ^

12. In  addition "to the above, the very large increase-in cost of all es'sential stores and materials
for the punning of the Railway, inchwiing icoal, added greatly to the working bill, and resulted in the 
higher rà’fcio of working expenses to gross receipts shown above. This ratio is 51J  per cent., which, in the 
ciroumstances, may be considered a satisfactory figure. ■ «

13. I  would, in this connection, once more make it clear that, in addition to the fact that we are 
paying abnorihaBprices for such maintenance stores and materials as are obtainable, thereby keeping 
up our Working expenses to a comparatively higher figure than before the war, we are at the same time 
necessarily falling considerably into atrears in connection with the proper maintenance of the Railway 
and its plant. »

14. The maintenance of the permanent way is the most serìòus item, and, up to the time of 
writing, we are unable to foresee any favourable prospects for the future. As stated in last year’s report, 
Wat demands in the East necessitated the cancelling of the bulk of our promised supply of rails from

9(11)18
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India, and we have not received a single rail ftom there or elsewhere during the year, nor is there any 
prospect of supply ip the future hrpna uity j>art of the world, aS all other railways are in the same position 
as ourselves, and naturally any world supplies not required for war purposes are snapped up in the 
coxmtry of origm.

15. As regard^ sleeper supply, whilst the Material is avaUable, freight difficulties make delivery 
in the future problematical, and sound sleepers are aS essential for the safe maintenance of the running 
line as rads. The Conservator of Forests is considering the possibility of increasing the quantity of local 
sleeper supply, but in this connection tran^o rt difficpities are seriouS.

16. As regards permanent Way fastenings (spikes, bolts, &c.), the Locomotive Department came 
to  the rescue durmg the year, and by adaptation of plant primarily intended for Locomotive Department' 
output and by strenuous additioriaj work, successfully coped with the demands of the Way and Works 
Department, and will continue to do so, assumdng the future Supply of the. necessary raW material.

17. The same trouble e^iisted in connection with ah other maintenance works; engines and rolling 
stock which ought to have been scrapped were patched up,r and kept in service, and many special' 
e3q>edients Were adopted fOr efiecting renewals With unusual materials owing to failure to obtain the 
proper .article from England and elsewhere.

18. The shortage of the essential maintenance supplies for the Railway and the consequent 
necessity for conservmg what we already had, mdicatcd early in 1917 the necessity for adoptmg a similar 
course of economy to, that mtroduced in India^ and Consequently, at the beginning of March, a general 
reduction m the tram service and a cancellatibn of facilities for cheap travelling was brought mto force, 
and remained m force throughput the year.

19. These economies enabled ^ e  Department to better its position as regards coal stocks, and 
the supply of coal up to the end of the financial year ended September, 1917, was rendered comparatively 
secure by the fact that riie suppliers had a  guaranteed Supply of celliejFs for transport purposes. No'c 
long, however, before the end of the financial year, notification was received from the shipping control 
authorities that these colliers would be requisitioned on completion of the contract at the end of September.

20. -On advice of the above-named anticipated requisitioning, I  represented our position to
Government, pomting out that a certain amount Of coal was necessary to keep the Railway running and 
so ensure the export of Ceylon products essential for war purposes, and that, grantmg this argument, 
freight of some sort was necessary* and therefore the authorities might ju s t as well leave' thh existmg 
freight with us. Government, on representing this .argument tc  the proper quarter, told that the 
requisitionmg was to be carried out, bu t that steps would bo take® m connection with the supply of 
freight for cOal for Ceylon. i

21. Notwithstanding ffirfher representations, however, the anticipated freight sn;^ply did not
materialize, and, when the Reduction of coal Miooks' mdicated that an hicreased reduction of eonsumptich 
must be effected, a further considerable curtailment of the tram service'was brought into, force m 
December. At the time of writmg, this reduced service is still in iforce, and though the boal situation 
is at the moment satisfactory, the general and mpreasing shortage of other supplies of all sorts
mdicates the necessity for continuing the strictest economy m engine and train mileage, even if it results 
in inconvenience to the puhKc.

22. The Department is indebted to the Conservator of Forests for his ready assistance m devising 
and carrying out an mcreased supply of fitewpod in connection with the shortage of coal.

23. The Various reports of the Heads of Railway Departments annexed to this report mdicate 
clearly hpw the increased cost of materials has entirely accounted for the higher cost of working.

24. No additional extensions of the RailWay were opened dmiug the year.
25. The new Fort station in Colombo was b ro u ^ t mto use m  Mareh-^its opeuilig enabhag us

to close the old stations at Fort and Pettahv-and also the last (and most important) section of the 
duphoated line, between Maradana and Slave Island—-works long hung up owing to the lengthy occupancy 
of the new station aS a rice store. Further facihties are beffig ^ovided at Fort station m the direction 
of additional platform accommodation) mcludmg a carriage drive alongside the arrival platforms and a 
connection With the new McCafium road.  ̂ .

26. The work of ejimmating the PaiSonS road level crossmg by a system of over-bridgO and 
connectmg roadways progressed well during the year, but the necessary steel .wo'rk for the bridge is not 
yet available.

27. A scheme for improvements to Slave Island station, including the removal of the level 
.crossing, has received the general approval of Government, but it caimot be undertaken imder war 
^conditions, and in the meantime the details <ff the scheme are bemg perfected.

28. Lack of funds and materials restricted the,carrying out of new works durmg the year, but a 
small programme of rolling stock was proceeded with, and also sundry works for the improvement of the 
raUway, and especially in the direction of rebuilding such of the older railway stations as most urgently 
needed radical mcrease jn accommodation.

29. To deal with questions of traffic, the mcrease in the carriage of cattle and sheep from the 
nOTthem portion of the Island to consumers in the south indicates the possibility of largely developing 
this branch of local trade in competition with India.

30. The Traffic Manager’s report indicates reduced train mileage during the year, notwithstanding 
heavier traffic, and also better timekeeping and user of roiling stock.

31. Restrictions in ocean freight resulted in the diversion of certain Ceylon products to South 
India via the tido-Ceylon route—-a “ consummation devoutly to be desired,” in view of the preponderance 
of traffic in the opposite direction—but unfortunately the South Indian Railway was not in p. position to 
accept the volume offering, and they restricted us to a certain daily maximum quantity for India.

32. We also continued negotiations with- the South Indian Railway during ,the year with the 
object of introduction of through conveyance of traffic between all Indian Railways and all stations in 
Oeylon, and to this end ke eventually approached the Railway Board of India, but we were Unable to 
secure introduction of the extended bookmgs on the part of the South Indian Railway. The m atter is 
still the subject of negotiation. As regards the general question of Indo-Oeylon traffic) the m atter is still 
under reference to the Railway Board of India.

33. The Railway was fortunately free from slips and washaways of any importance during
the year. ’
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3Ì. • The newly^fôiPmed Railway Co-operative Society, an undertakittg inaugurated on the lines of 
similar railway institutions elsewhere, carried on successfully durihg the year, and, aided by the freight 
facilities granted by Government, supplied thousands of the Railway staff all over the system with their 
essential food supply— r̂iCe—of an excellent quality, and a t prices considerably below market rates.

$5. In connection with the local Defence Rorce, it  w ar decided by Government to authorize 
the formation of a Railway unit, to be called “ ïh e  Ceylon Railway Battalion,” in the place of the old 
“ Railway Company—Colombo ToWn Guard,” which was originally formed in 1914 as an “ administrative ” 
section. The new unit started with two compahies : one European, under the Compulsory Service 
Ordinance ; an4 one .Ceylonese, Under the voluntary system. We have not yet found our feet, but are 
getting on well, and it is hoped that, before long, we shall be able to prove ourselves an efficient force.

/  36, By the retirement of Mr. J . Howison, Assistant Trafile Manager, owing to ill-hèalth, after 
twenty-two years’ work On the Railway) Government lost the services of a loyal and conscientious 
servant, and his brother officers the assistance of a trusted colleague.

37. Notwithstanding the smallness of its staff, the Department has released as many as possible 
of its et^ployees for war service, hot only from amongst the executive, running, and other grades, bqt also 
from the subordinate service. The following is a list of those known to be serving or who left Ceylon to 
offer their services. I  have compiled it as accurately as I  can with the materials a t my disposal :—

- Name. Rank in Railway.
-  Way and Wofhs Department.

G. E. !Rooper ..  Assistant Engineer

Military Rank 
(̂ Vhere knOWn).

Unit in whieh serving 
(where known).

G. Cooper 
C. Somanathan .

Assistant Engineer 
Timekeeper

Captain . .  Railway

Captain . .  Railway

Remarks.

. .  Served in German East 
Africa. Returned in 
December.

,. In Mesopotamia,
,. do.

Loconvotive Departments
K. C.rStrahan .

S. Parked

W. Eyetts

.T. ii. Tucker '.

H. Smith

R. H. L. Smith .

J. Phipps 
H. Mayor 
W. E. Hensby . 
H. Cousins 
J. A. Tennant . 
A. B. Rail 1
A. Banks
W. G. $, Amot .
L. C. Coleman.» .
B. R. Veniga 
J. W. Smith
A, B. Itockhart . 
R. Tucker 
J. L. Eawcett
G. P. Jones ’ . 
D. M. Chapman . 
W. A. Blaku .
H. E. Williams . 
A. E. Rigby

Assistant Locomotive, Captain 
Carriage, and Wagon 
Superintendent

Outdoor Superintend- —
ent

District Locomotive 2nd Lieutenant 
Superintendent

Assistant, Carriage Sergeant 
Foreman

Assistant- Foreman, —
Motor Department

Assistant Locomotive —
Fereman

Mechanical Transport, In France. Mentioned in 
A.S.C., G.R.Q. despatches.

Royal Engineers 

Royal Engineers 

Royal Engineers 

Royal Flying Coi^s

Left Railway Service. In 
Franoe,

do.

Engine Driver 
Engine Driver 
Engine Driver 
Engine Driver 
Engine Driver 
Engine Driver 
Engine Driver 
Engine Driver _ 
Engine Driver 
Motor Driver 
“ B ” Class Fireman 
Apprentice 
Apprentice 
Apprentice 
Fitter 
Fitter 
Apprentice 
Apprentice 
Engine Driver

W. 0. Rocks .. “ A ” Class Fireman 
About 26 daily- Sundry 

paid hands ^

Corporal . .  Royal Engineers

..  Left Railway Service. 

.. Li Palestine.

Sapper

private

Engine Dri ver 

Engine Driver

Royal Engineers

R.G.A.

24th Middlesex

Traffic Department.
R. H. Dawson 
J. J. P. Felix 
R. McOredie 
W. A. Murray 
H. G. Helsham 
E. C. Jacotine

Asst. Traffic Manager Captain 
District Traffic Supdt. Captain 
Head Guard . .  —
Head Guard ..  Corporal
Under Guard ..  —
Junior Guard ..  Private

Railway
Railway

Royal Engineers

Coldstream (Guards

C. W. de Vos ..  Probationer Under — 
Guard

A. C. Shelly » .. »Probationer Under —
Guard

Accountant’s Department.
H. E. W. Staples..« Clerk ‘ ... Private

S to r^  Department.

H. Wellfare ..  Chief Storeman .. Gunner

Sanitary Corps, Meso­
potamia

Royal Fusiliers 

R.G.A.

In France.

Left Railway Service, 
do.

Western Front..
In Mesopotamia.
In Mesopotamia. Left the 

Railway Service.
In Mesopotamia. On leave. 
Service in Mesopotamia; ,

.. German East Africa, 
do.

.. Left Railway Service.

. Invalided out of service in 
, France. Awarded Military 

Medal for bravery on the 
field. Rejoined Railway as 
Assistant Ticket Inspector. 

. Drdwneden rotfietoEngland 
to Join the Army,*

Killed -in action in France. 
Recommended for Com­
mission.
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38. I  desire to tJianS aU branches of the Railway Seiyice for their assistance during a year of 
hard work and anxioi^ times.

39. {hpitat Atcouvi.—^Ths total capital cOst of the Railway, including additional accoiaffiodation 
and improvements, to September 30, 1917, was Rs. 132,933,962. llhe mcrease, as compared iWth the 
previous year, is Rs. 2,877,996, made up as imder

(1) Pelmadulla extension
(2) Chilaw extension .*
{ 31 Di^Hcation Of Main line

Rs.
804,843
24,813

516*476

(4) Colombo stations extensions
(5) New works Chargeable to capital
(6) Minor works Chargeable to capital

Es.
723*006
804,065

4,803

to

40. Loan Accounts— T̂he outstanding on Railway Roans on September 30, 1917 (sterlmg‘ loan 
converted into Ceylon currency at 1«. 4d. per rupee), was Rs. 56,125,141, or Rs. 55,155 in excess of 
lastycs^,

41. Interdst and Sinking Fnnd.—Payments made under this head, to September 30,1917, amounted
Rs. 3,741,93$, as compared With Rs. 2,7S7,573 in the previous ySar. '
, • 43. Beswis of ik$ Tear"$ Working j(exelusiVfe of credits on  acSetmt of services rendered to other

Ctoveramenf B ^ artm ^ m si:— * '
1916"fl6. 1916-lT. Increase. Decrease.

Rs. • Rs. Rs. Rs.
** 18,044*543- - , I8,48T,'093 
. .  7,944,893 . .  9,480,461 
. .  10,069,660 . .  9,006,63?

Receipts
Expenditure
Balance

472,550
1,535.668

1,063,018

43. After deducting the in te r^ t and a id in g  fund payments from the balance of 
Rs. 9,006,632 shown above, the nett revenue contributed to the general revenue of the Colony amounted 
to Rs. 6,264,699, as compared with Rs. 7,$42,077 ih the preceding year.

44. Neta Works and AdAitidnal Bailing Stack.— T̂he expenditure during the year on new and 
miaor works amounted #  Rs. 839>281, c4 which a sum of Rs. 30,42$ not propcNy chargeable to capital 
was added to ordinary working expenses and the balance tp capital Cost of construction.

45. Length of Line.—^The total length of the line remained the same as in the previous year, 
viz., 7®6 nhle»^(665 hhIos broad gUv^e. 5 feet 6 inches, and 101 milea narrow gauge, 2 feet 6 inches).

46. Trafffi Train Mileage.

Ratnapura line 
Kelftfli y«Jtey Ifaie 
Eda passdiftwa Hue 
Chilaw line 
Mannar line 
All Other Knee

Total .

‘Detober, 1919, to 
^ptember, 1919.

69,168 
194,766 
5$,989 
91,714 

130,235 
2,209*291

.... . I
2,744,153

October, 1916, po 
September, 1917. 

Miles. 
66,919 ..

. 201,480 ..
69,099  ̂ .. 

108,862 ..
. 136,567 .. 
2,088,264 ..

Miles.

6,724
1,010-

17,138
5,322

2,651,061

OecrCase.
Miles.
2,249

121,037

93,092

47. *rhe iaeoreasesr shown the iSelam  and T^da P«saeHawa Bnes were duetto additional 
goods trains run during the year, and that on the Chilaw line to  the full opening of a section of the 
Bne for trafSc in  March, 1916. The decrease on the Ratnapura line was the result of the ciRtailment 
of th e train service. «

48. Bsceipts from Ordinary and Excursion Bttssengsrs. c

Receipts from
October, 1916, to 
SeptteiauW, 1946.

October, 1916, to 
September 4917. Increase. Decrease.

No. Amount. No, Amount. ■ • No. Amount. No. Amount.

Rs. e. ^ Bs. C, Rs. c. ' Rs. C .

pirst class .. 
Second ClaSs . 
Third elaac .. 
Cdblies

173,819 
' 889,043 
11,408,558 

l»9,077

458,845 94 
1*021,383 47 
5,375,606 76 

395,10& 74

179,456
927,091

11,642,670
188,525

492,836 73 
1,135,370 37 
5*445,823 66 

■2S9,764 lO

5,637 
38 0̂48 

234, i 12

33,990 79 
113,987 50 
70,317 81

«»Vi* • 72,562 105,362 64

Total •. 12,730,497 7,250,841,90 12.935,742 7,363,785 36 205,245 112,943 46 — --  '

49, Season Ticket^.-^Ckymparebtive statement of the number of periodical tickets and the receipts 
therefrom (all tickets reduced to monthly tickets)

October* 
1916, to 

September, 
1916. . 
No.

3,131 .
31,854 . 
86,135 .

October, 
1916, to 

Septeinber, 
1917. 
No.
3,316 , 

34,244 . 
89,037 .

Ittorease. Reorease.

No. 
• 185 
2,390 
3,902

No.

Class.

First
Second
Tliird

October, 
1919, to 

September, 
1916.
Rs.

17,826
88,111

192,044

October, 
1916, to 

September, 
1917.
Rs.

21,372 .
94,655 .

204,120 ;

Iporease..

3,646
6,644

12,076

Decrease.

Re.

120,120 126,697 6,477 — 297,981 320,147 22,166
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50. pmsenge.rs.-^’She: total nuiaber of passengers conveyed during tjbe year sbowed an increase 
of 205,246, but it will be noticed tha t there Was a Considerable decrease in the number of coolies, due to 
a falling ofiLin foreign oColy traffic. To the increase the Chilaw hAe contributed 180,607, the Kelani 
Valley fine 110,037, and other lines'32)105 ; whilst the Horthem line showed a  decrease of 48,794, and 
forei^ traffic a decrease of 66,873, pf which 61,175 represents coolies. The number of seasbn ticket 
holders oontinues to'incrsase year by  year, due to  the increase of population in the suburbs.

51. Beceipts from Parcels and other Coaching Tra^c.
October, 1915, October, 1916,

Receipts from to September, to September, Irt̂ rease. Decrease.
1916.
»s.

1317.
Rs. Rs. Bs.

Parcels ..  . , 646,702. . 601,234 ,. 65,632 .
Mails .: 181,335 . 181,460 .. 125 . .  —■
Horses • • • ■ 16^744 . 17,990’ .. 1,246 t - —
Carriages (including motor cars) *. 29,093 . 34,346 .. 5,253- . .  —
Dogs and other animals - . ..’ 3,683 4,162 .. 479 ..
BioyOles .. ,. 24,233 *. 24,879 .. 646 , .  ^
Private special trains W*- 259 .. 259 i . ^

'Total 806,790 864,330 63,540

52.  ̂Parcels.— l̂U parcels traffic the number conveyed showed an appreciable increase of 86,734. 
The most noticeable increases were 16,712 &t Fort, due tO the maalgamation of the old Fettah and Fort 
stations, and 12,496 at MaradUna, consisting chiefly of packages from Colombo firms, ice, and empty 
returned fish baskets. Of the other increases, the Man»ar line had an increase ip fish traffic Of 24,601 
and the Chilaw line 27,521, due to the line having been fully opened for traffic during the year.

63. Other Coaching.—The number pf horses conveyed in excess of the previous year Was l79) 
the largest increase being a t Diyatalawa, in connection with the new camp programme at that place- 
Under the head of Carriages, there is an increase of 106 in number, due to a larger number Of motor 
cars and «arriages having been despatched from Kandy, Matale, Jaffifa) Napu-oya, and Maradafia.

a
54* Goods Trdffic.

} Particulars.
October, 1915, to 
September, 1916.

October, 191% to 
September, 1917. Increase. Decrease.

' Tonnage. 1 Receipts. , Tonnage. Befteipts.
%

Tofts. Rs. Tons. Rs. ToftS. Rs. Tons. Bs.
Kerosine oil 3,730 27,019 5.026 43,331 1,296 13712 _ —
.Rubber . .  * 23,597 293,524 28,911 368,735 5,314 75,211 — —ft-
Rice .. ' 197,680 2,684.991 206,293 2,749,625 8,613 64,634 __ __
Tea 114,826 1,572,909 107,972 1,492,267 —T. V#er** . 1 6,854 8 0 ,^
Cocoa .. 2,623 27,629 3,640 $6,304 1,017 8.676 __
Coconut produce 63,759 452,629 66,137 465,900 2,378 13,371 __
Fruit and vegetables 48,695 151,307 22,167 466,648 0,472 14.841
Tea and rubbe?) packingr. 24,836 223,128 22,998 209,105 1,83$ 14,023
plumbago 22,045 108,042 23,603 123,072 1,558 16,030 -_ —ft
Bulk petroleum 
Liquid fuel

7,632 60,086
112,526

6,41« 49,862 —n ^  * 1,11^ 224
13,676

185,089
13,800 115,826 125 3,301

Manme .. 675,766 122,659 509,919 a<ii 1 62,630 166,847
Foreign traffic 107,491 602,769 148,107 731,079 40,616 220*320
Sxmdry goods * 273,744 3,234,172 298,923 3,469,392 25,179 225,220 — —

Totni • * 1,069,322 10,117,486 1,076.555 r 10.521,065 17,233 403,579 —-r
Railway material and free 

goods 132,211 77,645 166,773 106,863 24,562 29 8̂18 —

Total Cbnveyed in Railway 
wagpns 1,191,533 10,194,631 1,233,328 10,627,928 41,795 433,397

Stones conveyed in Har­
bour Works wagons .. 19,102 12,312 17,164 11,048 — 1,948 1,264

Grand Total .. 1,210,635 10,206^843
,

1,250,482 , 10,638,976 39,847 432,133 , — —

Notes on Goods Traffic.
65. The total quantity of goods, exclusive of railway material and free goods, conveyed in 

railway wagons during the year showed an increase of 17,233 tons, due entirely to  the larger quantity 
of goods traffic conveyed to and from India »«dTalaimannar at very low rates. In local traffic there 
was a considerable falling off in m aitoe, probably due to war conditions, and this led to a nett decrease 
of 23,383 tons in local traffic. This decrease was, however, njore than, counterbalanced by an iaerease 
of 40,616 tons in foreign traffic.

Bndber.-*-Tl2e large increase of 5,314 tons in rubber was due to the development qf this product 
and its demand for war pmposes. To the increase the Coast line contributed 1,215 tons, the Kelani 
Valleydine 1,657 tons, and the up-country sections 946 tons. Of stations on other sections, Veyangoda 
showed an increase of 190 tons and Kurunegala 111 tons.

Pice.—^The Chalmers Granaries, which were opened in March, and which then became the centre 
of rice despatch, forwarded 39,630 tons of rice, as against a  decrease of 24,436 tons a t Colombo*I6oods) 
and Wharf. Galle also showed a decrease of 3,540 tons.
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Oocoa,~l,060 tons oí cocoa were coiiveyed ia excess of the previous year, Kandy contributing 
more than half, viz., 582 tons.

•Coconut ProdMce.—r-The principal increases in this product vfere Colombo 1,590 tons, Chilaw 
line 2,896 tons, Kurunegala 808 tons, and Polgahawela 46Í tons. • Of decreases, Rambuhkana'showed 
a  reduction to the extent of 2,’740 tons and Matara 1,277 tons. - . •

Fruit and Vegetables.—^Increases under this head were noticeable in both the up-oountry and 
low-country districts. The increases were RambukkaUa 1,826 tons, Alawwa, Polgahawela, and 
Karunegala 1,445 tons, Itoehchikade 159 tons, NUWara Eliya 63 tons. Matará 168 tons, and Kuruwita 
and Yatiyantota 65 tons.

PliiJwJogo.-*»The market for plumbago was Very good, and prices abnormally high. Ney' pits 
were opened, and large quantities were conveyed by rail during the year. The increases'were Kunmegala 
919 tons, Kelani VaUey line 349 tons, Kandy 109 tons, and Mirigama and Ambepussa B40 tons. The 
Coast bnei,lxowever, showed a  decrease of 291 tons.

Sundry Goods.—^There was an appreciable increase of 25,179 tons under this head, consisting 
chiefly of food stuffs and piece goods imported into the Colony. The most noticeable increases were 
Colombo 12,549 tcms and Matadana (K-elani Valley) 2,054 tons. Ambalangoda also showed an increase 
of 6,827 tons in lime and coral stones. - '

Tea.—^There were decreUsCs in hU parts of the'tea-produCing districts. The principal decreases 
were Bandarawela 1,235 tons, Hatton 814 tons, Kandy 523 tons, Talawakele 481 tons, Nawalapitiyá 
427 tons, Broo^side 330 tons, Kutugastota 395 tons, Kadugannawa 355 toijs, Rambukkana 302 tons, 
and Dehiowita 288 tons.

Tea and Rubber Packing. d e c r e a s e  under this head was the result of the falling off in the 
conveyance of tea. Of imported packing, Colombo and Maradana showed a decrease of 4,174 tons, 
against an increase of 866 tons at Wharf. Moratuwa and Kalutara showed increases of 603 and 81 tons 
respectively of local manufacture,

.Manure.—^The quantity conveyed by rail decreased to the extent of 62,530 tons. The decreases 
were Wharf 47,954 tons, against an increase at Colombo Port and Colombo of 4,038 tons, Kelaniya 
12,704 tons, and Hunupitiya 6,128 tons. Of other increases and decreases, Ragama showed an increase 
of 306 tons, and Galle a  decrease of 84 tons.

Colombo* Marok 28,1918.
G. P. GREENE, 

General Manager.

REPORT OE THE ENGINEER OE WAY AND WORKS EOR 1917.

I haVk the honour to submit my report on the working of this Department for the year 1917",
' which has been an Unusually difi^cult one, owing to the further serious Shortage of rails and high cost of 

available permanent Way materials and other necessary stores.
2. The running track mileage open in September, 1917, was 739 miles 4 chains, and total track 

mileage, including sidings, 836 wiles 62 chains, showing a shght increase from last year’s figures, which 
-Were 729 miles 63 chains and 832 miles 26 chains, respectively.

3. The total revenue expenditure for the financial year, exclusive of Special expenditure on new 
worlw under this head, tiras Rs* 2,329,630'26, as against Rs. 1,580,693’13 of the previous year. The 
increased expenditure waS largely due to the greater number of sleepers which had to he put in to make 
up for the shortage in-the previous year, and to the increased cost of same. The great increfose iq cost of 
general stores which has taken place in thé last year or so is reflected in the various items of maintenance, 
and this still further adds to the increased e:^pBnditure. The expenditure per running track mile works 
out a t Rs. 3,191, and shoWs, as Was to be expected, considerable increase over last year’s figure.

4. Permanent Way.—^Permanent Way renewals were carried out as follows ‘. S t e e l  rails 615 tons, 
as compared With 728 tons the previous year i sleepers 128,657, including 12,358 natrowLgauge sleepers, 
as compared with a total of 40,622 used the previous year. I t  Will be noticed that the tonnage of rails 
put in Was decreased by 213 tobó, but as the cost per ton rose by 25 per cent., there was no appreciable 
saving as regards expenditure in this direction. The increase in  the number of sieépers used this year 
has brought the average Over this and last years up to 84,639, which -is stUl below what it ought to be. 
In  last year’s report reference was made to the supply of rails expected from the Tata I rm  and Steel. 
Works, India, and although we have since received the fastenings for the few miles of rails delivered, we 
can e3j)ect no more rails.

5. Slips and WashawaySi—^There is nothing to record under this head, and I  am glad to  report 
that, the line was free from any serious obstructions to traflic from this cause. The south-west rains 
continued for a long period in some parts of the country, and although we had some threatened slips, we 
were fortunate in being able to avert them.

6. Ncîo Works.— T̂he programme of nôw works .was again restricted, the total expenditure being
Rs. 608,161-'22. The following works of importance were in hand during the year :—Additional offices 
and bungalows, Anuradhapura; rebuilding of Henaratgoda station; rebuilding of Kadugannawa 
station ; .Colombo drainage works ; and extension of Madawachebi station. ^

. 7. Mr. G. E, Hooper, Assistant Engineer, returned from German East Africa and resumed duties 
on December 1, 1917. Mr. 0. G. Speldewinde, my Chief Clerk, retired after thirty years’ loyal service 
with Government on August 31, 1917, and Mr. G. E. W. Jansz wa‘s appointed to fill the vacancy from 
September 1,1917. ' '■

D. McMILLAN, 
Engineer of Way and Works.
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REPORT OF THE LOCOMOTIVE, CARRIAGE, ANp WAGON 
SUPERINTENDENT FOR 1917.

, I  H A V B  th^ honour to report tha t the Whole of the tolling stock, plant, a n 4  maòhiner^ has been 
kept in the best possible running order during the year ended December 31, 1917, but owing to  the 
abnormal conditions brought about by the war, there has been a dearth in stnres and matèrialà, which 
has jffevented thè rolling stock being maintained at the samé efficient Standard as in former years.

s The total engip6 mileage for all lines in the year under re-«iew„including service, wayside, a^ld yard 
shunting, was 3,794,133 miles 49 chains, ns compared With 4,073,401 miles 60 chains in the previous year, 
or a  decrease of 6 • 85 per cent.

Prain mileage for aU lines for the peiiod in question was 2,697,176 miles 60 chains. Comparing 
this with the previous year, there is a decrease of 259,816 nffies 60 chains, reptesenting 8' 78 per Cent,

The total vehicle mileage for this ^period w as'67,988,618 miles 48 chains, as compared with 
60,402,057 miles 28 chains. This represents a decrease of 2,413,438, or 3’ 99 per cent.

The decrease under these three heads is due to a reduction in the train service. I t  is satisfactory 
to note tha t, although the engine mileage feh below the previous year by 6‘ 85, the vehicle mUeage only 
dropped 3 • 99 per cent. ^  '
'  Notwithstanding this proportionate increase in the vehicle mileage over the engine mileage, I  am 

pleased to report there was a decrease of 1 lb, per engine mile in the consumptiOU of fuel,
, The same satisfactory results in the consumption of oils perungine mile haVe been obtained this 

year as in the previous one.
The motor vehicle mileage during the twelve months under notice, as compared with the previous

1> 1916.
Miles.

1917.
Miles.

Decrease. Increase.
Miles.

Motor madl service 
Albion touring cars 

, Mail lorry service 
- Excise car

. I85,708i .. 
90,638f . .. 
6,6674 • •

180,3254 .. 
86,6041 .. 
5,508sV •• 
5,271

5,3824 
- 4,133f 

149 A

.  ,

. i

! 1 5,271

Total . . 282,0044 277,609i'%t '9,66614 5,271

^xfenditufe on all IdneSi
Total-expenditure for the twelve mOnlhs October, 1916, to Septena- 
__ ber, 1917, including new works and Motor Department, &c. ..

Rs, c.
236,174 97 
185,102 6i 
232,846 54

Less work done for other Departments
Less expenditure tm account Motor D^artm ent
I êss Railway 'Works Extraordina)^

Total working expenses, exclusive of new works, 
Motor Department, &c. .. ..

Rs.
5,141,868

655,124 12

4,486,74$ 93

The working expenditure for the financial year October, 1916, to September, 1917, Was Re. 1‘ 14 
per engine mile, as against 94‘92 cents in the corresponding period of the previous year.

The increased cost of working, viz,, 19 cents per engine mile, is entirely due to the advance in price 
of stores and materials, fuel alone accounting for 17 cents per ettgine mile,

Qenerc^ Remarlcd~
During the year 9 bogie passenger coaches, 2 bogie brake vans, 4 bogie passenger carriages 

(Kelani Valley line), and 2 four-Wheeled goods wagons (Uaa Fussellawa wm» bmlt in Hie 
Locomotive workshops.

Ovdng to a dearth in iron and steel work, a number of old four^wheeledgoedswagmis, which in the 
ordinary conrse would have been condemned and broken up, have been patched up and put into traffic 
again. This means that when materials are again procurable,-a large number't^ &ese vehicles must be 
withdrawn from service and r^ laced  by new ones. In  other words, in the near future a larger building 
programme win have'to be faced.

Work done by the Locomotive, Carriage, and Wagon Department for other Departments has 
considembly increased during the past year, materials which have'hitherih been ordered from home 
being manufactmed here. The output for the Railway Stores Department has increased by 65 to 70 per 
cent., ai?d for the Way and Works Department by 100 per cent. The plant and machinery has been 
taxed to its fullest capacity in meeting these demands, with the result that to some extent the output 
of work for the Locomotive Department, especially in the erecting shop, has been retarded.

The recbnt’ extension to the foundry has been of the greatest service, and it has enabled us to 
supply all D ^artm ents with castings, which in the ordinary course would have been ordered from home 
or other outside sources.

I  have much pleasure in recording my appreciation of the good and valuable services rendered 
by the officers and staff of this Department.

■ . ■ E. W. HEAD,
Locomotive, Carriage, and Wagon Superintendent.
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REPORT ÒE THE TRAFEIC MANAGER FOR 1917.

1 8AV» fche to report that the revenue for the financial period ended September 30, 1917,
amounted to Rs. 18,487,093 (exclusive of traffic? conveyed on Goveihment y^arrants), an increase of 
RfS. 472,fS0 over the psfevidUs financial year, or 2’ 62 per Cent.

2. The expenditure of the Traffic Department amounted to Rs. 2,103,119, an increase of Rs. 74,888, 
Or 3 '69 per cent. The main item of increase is in the cooly contract vote for handling goods traffic, viz., 
Ra. 42,094, due partly to increased traffic handled afid partly to higher contract rates, particularly on 
indo-CeylOn traffic a t Talaimannar and Colombo. The remainder of the increase is in personal 
einolttments due tb  scheduled increments, the openfilg of the new Fort station, and a goods sfeition at 
Colombo Port for the Chalmers rice granaries.

3. Thn traffic train mfleage amounted to 2,661,060 miles, a decrease of 93,093 mUes, or 3‘ 39 per 
cent. The decrease is attributable to the restricted train service brought into operation in March, owing 
to-portage of railway materials. Althpugh the mfleage has decreased, a  greater Volume of traffic Was 
handled, showing that normally a certain amount of mileage is run as,a convenience to the public and to 
facffitate traffic over and above what is required for actually moving the traffic, ih e  better loading of 
goods wagons referred to later in this report has also helped to keep down train mileage by running fewer 
vehicles in proportion to the traffic handled.

4. The timekeeping of trains shows a further improvement over that mported for 1915-.16, 
as the following figures p r o v e *

Total number of trains rUn (passenger, mixed, and goods) 
Total minutes late arrival at destination 
Percentage of trains to time 
Average minutes late arrival per train

1915-16. 
62,648 

211,930 
78 

3-38

1916-17. 
64,588 

161,797 
80 

' 2 -5 0

 ̂ We were fo r tu n a te  not subjected to  any serious interference witlx the service by floods, 
washaways, or accidents. c

The e ^ n s io n  of the train control system has not progressed owing to shortage bf materials 
and their prohibitive cost, but a comprehensive scheme has been put before Govemment-as a resMt of 
exhaustive inquiries in India by the Assistant Traffic Manager, Jlr. W. Frier, and it is hoped that 
ill mme normal times firovCmment wiQ see its way to approve of the proposals. In the meantime a close 
examination of all railway telegraph messages is being made in order to see that the railway telegraph 
mve» are ncrfi blocked w i^  mmecessary message», that unnecessary Words are not used, ¿nd that the 
telegraph codes are made full use of. The result of this, so far, shows that the average number of 
messages sent per month for top months October, 1916, to July, 1917, viz., 25,679, was reduced to 19,814 
iU August and 16,128 in September. ' . '

5. The loading of goods Wagons has received much attention, with good results, as the following 
f i ^ e s  show ‘ ' .

Total number of goods WagOns available for tr^ C , all 
gauges and classes .

Total carrying capacity, tops «» ..
Average load per wagOB per trip, tops 
Percentage of average load to average carrying capacity 

, Tennage conveyed per Wagon per aimum ..

1915^16.
1,835 

23,472 
6 -93  

54-18 
688- 75

1916-̂ 7.
1,840 

23,715 
7 -24  

55- 96 
613- 4§

6. Dpring the finan^al year 7,263 ticket irregularities were discovered by the special Ticket 
Inspectors and their staff, Rs. 5,519 collected in excess, apd 280 proseCUtiops instituted. The new system 
of ticket examination andeoHection haS not yet been introduced, as i t  necessitates a  special type of punch, 
which, so far, we have beep unable to obtain at a reasonable cost.

' 7. A satisfactory feature of the year’s work is that WO haVe received fewer claims from the public
dn account of damage, loss* delay* &c., to goods train traffic, as the following figures show
o

- Tons handled 
peí Claim received.

I914i-16 . .  . .  . .  . .  1,951
1915- 16 . .  . .  . .  . .  1,993
1 9 1 6 - 17 . .  . .  . .  . .  2,222

This improvement is attributable to the closer. Supervision given to goods train traffic, and the figures 
are based on claims actually received, and not only upon those paid.

8. The school for training the clerical staff in Safety rules And regulations has not yet been 
finished, but it is now pear completion.

9. The main items of interest during the year have been— .
March 4 ; Opening of Colombo Fort station and introduction of double €ne working between 

Maradana and Slave Island. Restriction of train service due to shortage of materials and 
necessity to conserve stock. Closing of Pettah and old Fort stations.

March 5: Opening of goods station at Chalmers granaries, where rice is now loaded and sent 
direcWto destination, saving cartage to Colombo ^oods station.

Mareh 9 : Stoppage of the issue of cheap tickets following on the restricted ser/ice.
' December 16 : Further reduction of train service owing to shortage of coal. Sunday trains 

entirely stopped, with exception of Indo-Ceylon mail, and only urgent goods traffic, such as 
food stuffs, accepted.
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10. I  Jigve to record the retirement of Mr. J . 'Howison, Assistant TraflS.o Manager, owing to iil- 
healtl^, on October 15,1917. iMr. Howison bad served the Ceylon Gevemment sin,qe 1895, first as District 
Trafi&c Superintendent, and afterwards as Assistant Traffic Manage^, ancLthe'new's of his retirement for 
health reasons was received with great regret.

Mr. C. O. Tissera, who Was appointed to succeed Mr. Howisott as from October 15, 1917, joined 
the Railway Clerical Service in 1881, was appointed a District Traffic Superintendent in 1909, and is the 
first Ceylonese to reach the grade of Assistant Traffic Manager, a well-.deserved protaotion.

Mr. K. T. Ranagarayar, District Traffic Inspector, who was acting as District Traffic Superinten­
dent (vice Mr. Tissera, Acting Assistant Traffic Manager, vice Mr. Datirson) from February 11, 1917, was 
confirpied in tha t post as from October 15,1917.

Mr. J . W. Eemando, Goods Agent, Colombo, was appointed to act as Assistant to the District 
Traffic Superintendent, Majadana, from March 5, 1917, the Lower and Central Districts being 
amalgamated consecLuent upon the departure of Mr. J, J . P. Pelis, District Trafec Superintendent, for 
war seryjce in East Africa.

M essrs. R . H . Dawshn and J . J . P . Rehx are stiU on war service in  E ast Africa.

T. E. DUTTON,
Traffic Manager.

^REPORT ON TH E  RAILWAY EXTENSIONS EOR 1917.

I  HSKEWiTB submit a brief report on the progress of the railway extensions in Ceylon during 1917.
Pelmadulla and Opanake Extensions,—These form extensions of the narrow gauge system beyond 

Ratnapura, the combined length of the two extensions being 21 | miles. The line runs along the valley 
of the We-ganga, and serves one of the richest rubber and tea districts in the Island, including Ralangoda 
and Rakwana. The country is Very rough, and the construction Work vei^ difficult indeed between 
Delà and KahaWatta. The district through which the Ijne runs is Unhealthy and subject to Very heavy 
rainfalls. The rails aredaid Up to a point 14 mUes from Ratnapuia, and all the ivork is being pushed 
foiWard as fast as possible. The line rises from Ratnapura station, Which is oply 8CT feet aho‘''’c mean 
sea level, to Opanake, 467 feet above mean sea level. A new road with a bridge uyer the W©-*gai^ a t 
Watapota is under construction. This road will eoimect the estates on the south side of the river direct 
with Watapota station. The line was opened from Ratuapura to Rela for goods traffic and maüs on 
April 3, 1916. The line from Rela to Watapota wiU probably be opened for goods and mails ^bout the 
middle of May, 1918, and from Kahawatta to Opanake about September 30, 1918.

Badulla Extension.—This is an extension beyond Bandarawela, and is being constructed on a.
5 ft, 6 in. gauge, Bandarawela is 4,013 feet above sea, and BaduUa 2,227 feet, the differehce being 
1,876 feet. The line is 20J miles in length, and the steepest gradient, of which there is a considerable 
length, ia»l in  44. The country is rough and sidelong, necessitating high banks and deep cuttings. Six 
tunnels are necessary, varying in length from 296 lineal yards to 66 lineal yards. Two large, arch viaducts ; 
one of five spans'of 45 feet and seven spans of 30 feet, 142 feet high, is about to be Constructed, the other 
viaduct being on© of nine spans of 30 feet, 102 feet high, the construction of uffiieh is in hand and more 

- than half completed. Many high retaining walls are necessary. The work is completed to Ella, 7 J  miles 
from Bandarawela, and can be opened for goods and mail traffic any time after March 1, 1918.

Main Line DuplicatioV/.-^The works include the duplication of the Main Bue from Ragama to 
Rambukkana, and the elimination of heavy gradients and sharp curves on the existing hne. With the 
exception of laying the rails and the completion of the superstructure of bridges (materials not being at 
present available),, the work between Ragama and Veyangoda is approaehing completion. Earthwork, 
is in a forward state between Veyangoda and Mirigama, and the earthwork for the new MirigamS' station  ̂
is in hand.

Colombo Stations Extension.—^The first portion of the new Fort station was opened foi? traffic on 
March 4, 1917, and the works in  connection with the foundations'for the new arrival platform started 
during the year. The narrow gauge lake basin, quay wall, and goods shed are completed. The bridge 
jcarrying Parsons road ovçr the railway is nearly completed, and the new bridge carrying the Railway road 
over the San Sebastian canal is well in hand. A start has been made on the new entrances to the goods 
yards from Railway road near San Sebastian.

Puitalam Extension.—^Theland required for'the construction of this railway has been applied for, 
and the acquisition is in hand. The construction has been deferred till materials and freight are available. 
This is an extension of the 5 ft. 6 in. gauge north of Ohilaw, and is 32J miles in length.

.. Harbour Bail Connection.—^This connection gives direct access to the harbour from the Main line, 
south of the Kelani bridge. All land required for construction has been applied for, and a small amount 
of earthwork p q t iq hand near UrUgodawatta.

Lines under Survey: Kalutara-Agalawatta Extension.—The survey and estimate have been completed 
and submitted to Government.

Dehiwala-Horana Line.— T̂he survey is completed and the estimate is in hand.

M. 0. BOWEN, B.A.I., M.I.C.E.,
Chief Construction Engineer, Railway Extensions.

9(11)18
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REPORT OF t h e  ACCOUNTANT FOR 1917. '

"financial Transactions.— T̂he receipts, payiHents, transfer ofders, and transactions with the 
Stores Department dealt with dpring the year amount to Rs. 36,767,289, as against Rs. 35,492,780 in 
the preceding year, or an increase of Rs. 1,274,509.

Expenditure,—The total expenditure Of this Department for the year is Rs. 199,345, compared with 
Rs. 190,985 in the previous year. The incréase of Rs* 8,360 is partly due to the annual increments, and 
partly to the enhanced cost of tickets and Stores. New electros were provided at a heavy cost for the 
minting of tickets. The percentage of expenditure to gross receipts was 1-08.
*■ Stores and Materials for Open Lines o-nd Extensions.~,***Sh.e quantity of permanent way hxaterial, 

&c., conveyed for the maiUtenanoe of the Department was 48,185 tons, and freight charges amounting 
tU Rs. 141,260 were written off. The quantity of coal conveyed during the year Was 100,431 tons. 
This tonnage is exclusive of firewood, for which traÆc wagons and vans ran 381,859 miles.

Railway Stores Department.‘~*-The annual stock-taking of the Railway Stores took place under my 
supervision at the close of the financial year, viz., September 30, 1916. The actual figures are not yet 
avafiaMe, hat, according to the Treasurer’s advance account, the value of the general stores and permanent 
way materials is Rs. 2,930,091 T  3, as against Rs. 2,352,287’ 62, an increase of Rs. 577,803’ 51, Which is 
entirely due to increase in prices and not to  any accumulation of stocks. <

EMdblishmepi.—During the past year increased accommodation has been provided by the removal 
of the General Manager’s staff to a new office and by a system of printing tickets as réguáred, instead of 
stocking them in large quantities in almirahs.

I  wish again to convey niy thunks to the staff for efficiently carrying on the work of the Department 
diuring the year. ^

H. THÔRPB,
Assistant General Manager affd Accountant.
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FOEEST OONSEEVAE^OT.

REPOE|T OR TEE CONSERVATOR OR RORESTS POR THE YEAR 1917, ,

4.
reserves.

I.—Constitution on Ceown RoeesTs.
t —Alt^tation Iti Area,

1. (i.) swerved R w e s is .-«.There was no alteration in the area. The area of reserved forests was 
920 78 square miles a t  the (dose Of the year.
'  2. (ii.) PrQposed Reserves.—The foUolting proposals were put fprtrard for consideration :—
KarawitikanciemUfealanyaya, 4,067j adres, ip the Colombo Ihvision; Yafeahatuwa, 750 acres, in the 
Galle JDivi$ion; and Weudamu¿alan», S75f a<a^s, in the Kntünegala Divtiion. ifsdeniya plantation, 
one acre in extent, was added to the Judge’s Hill plantation at Badtdla. An area pf 2 roods 9 perches 
was released'from Haputale proposed reserve for building purposes.

3. The areaof proposed reserves is conséquently increased from 3,999* 89to 4,008* 01 square miles, 
(iii.) Of^er Croton Forests.—^^e area was reduced by 5,194 acres transferred to proposed

IL>'<*Heinareatians,
’ 5. (i.) Reserved Poresfe.—Work was again confined to the Colombo Division, in ^hich Rs. 853

were spent m re-0learing 1,751 chains and restoring 62 boundary pülars and erecting 18 new ones.
6. tii.) Prop>sed Reserves.'—In  Colombo, Batticaloa, and Annradhapura, Divisions Rs. I,9é3*42 

were spent in opening 475 chains of new lines and re-clearing 5,570 chains of old botindaries and 
erecting 2Ó new pillars.

7. The clearing of boundaries of proposed r e s p e s  in the Jaffna Division proceeded side by side 
with the surveys of the forests as the latter were taken up. T3ie work consisted of 3,226 chains Ifi feefr 
wide newly opened, 9,314 chains old lines re-oleared, 983 boundary posts erected, and 934 cut. The 
transport of landm ark to various accessible points on the boundaries of forests, to facilitate the work of 
the Survey Department, <5ost Rs. 543.

8. Demaroation work in the Jaffna Division Was carried out in ten proposed reserves, and cost
Rs. 5,440*33. .

'  ̂ in .—Rarest ffurvey«,
9. The fofiowing statement of the progress of forest surveys in the Jaffna División haS been 

kindly furnished by the Surveyor-General:—
Nam e of R eserve. Extent,

the financial year 1916-17 j Nayiñamadu 
Paran tan

rVannivifonkUlam
Surveys completed during the I P a n d ^ n ^ ^ * ^  

toancial year 1916-17 and plans.} Kulamurippu A. 
m  course of preparation , g

(^Chainalankulam B.

fNakaUcholai
Sürveys completed up to D eeem ,] Andankulam 

ber 31, 1917 , |  Teravil
t^Oddussuddan

A . h. p*

3,429 1 6
2,335 3 14

24,259 0 34
7,200 2 26

15,160 0 0
29,480 0 0
3,280 0 0
2,520 0 O
4,960 0 0

10,240 0 0

10,320 0 0
42,920 0 - 0

[69.440 0 0

Total.
A . B .

30,225 0 0

72,640 0 0

131,680 0 0

 ̂ Total approximate extent ’ . .  243,545 0 0

1(?. The rapid progress predicted in the 1916 report was well maintained, and the survey of 
proposed reserves in the Jaffna Division promises to be completed well within the time arranged.

11. The sqrvey of re-forested chenas in the Batticaloa Division was completed by Mr. Hensman, 
Forest Ranger. Sixty-three plantations comprising 1,079 * 3 acres were surveyed, a t a cost of Rs. 842.

IV.—Settlement»
12, In  thè Jaffna Division three proposed reserves in the Vavimiya Range were finally settled, 

and preliminary notices under the Waste Lands Ordinance were issued for a further two in the Vavuniya 
and one in the Mullaittivu Range. In  the Anuradhapura Division the Wasgomuwa proposed game 
sanctuary was declared Crown, and awaits final reservation. In the Colombo Division the settlement of
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several villages in various localities was in progress, and suitable forest blocks have been noted for inclusion 
in reservatio» proposals as the wojk proceeds. This work is one of urgent necessity, -especially in the 
Province of Sabaragatouwa, in order to save the existing forests from the destruction which often occurs 
before the settlement of intricate claims can be effected. '  ‘

II.-tMaNAGEMENr Of  OeOWN PoEBSTS. .
I.-^Regnlation of Management.

15. fa) Control and Preparation of Working Plans.—Working plans for the Badagamuwa and 
Elutabalpola plantations in  the Kurunegala Division were ffnally approved, and the provisions nf the 
Working plans of the Haputale-Obiya plantations and the Sundapola plantation received proper attention.

14. (b) Preliminary Working Plan Reports.—^Nil.
15. (e\ Enuméraiion Surveys.-^Who enumeration of trees in four blocks comprising 800 acres, 

surveyed fot sale between Muppane and Kumbukkati, was completed. Enumeration of trees upwards 
of 4 feet in girtb was éommenoed in BibilihOla forest in the TJva Division, with a View to exploitation for 
supplies of tim ber req^mredfor the taMway extension to BaduHa.

16. {d) Sam ^e Plots.—-In each of the Colombo and Kurunegala Divisions one plot was added, 
and new plots were located in ffvo forests in thè tfva -Division. 1» thè Anuradhapura Division the 
Ratteaie ebony sample plot located in the previous year was reduced to two blocks each of 2 acres, and 
of the 275 trees standing in the area, 246 Were found to be ebony. The expenditure incurred indicates 
that themew regulations are being carried out, and that greater care is being taken in the proper 
maintenance of these areas and the accurate recording of measurements.

17. (e) Plan Of Op&'ations^^’ih e  detailed plans of operations were carried out fully in eadj 
division, As in the previous year, the programme of work fOr supplies to Public Departments was 
subjected to repeated aiterarion, with continually increasing demapefe for railway fuel, until at the end 
of à.e year the extraction of fuel for delivery to the Railway demanded tffe undivided attention of 
officers in six divisions.

II.—tiomtnuQications ahd Buildings.
18. Roads and Bridgés.-^A new «art toad 6 miles jn length was opened in the Ratticaloa 

Division, from the Punana road to the Kawdagala-Mankeni road, at*a cost of Rs. 341. 12' 83 miles of 
inspection paths Were opened in the Colombo, NuWara Eliya, and Anuradhapura divisions, and cost

.E s. 142.
19. Maintenance Of existing rohds Cost Rs  ̂520’ 50, of which Rs. 198‘ 50 was spent oncthe Randa­

g i a  Forest Service road ih-the NuwarU EHya Division, and Rs. 2 l9on  cart roads in the Sundapolacand 
Eadagamnwa plantations in the Kurunegala Tbvisiott.

■ 20. Eleven mffes of road in the Battioaloa Division and'6b mile in the RuWara Ehya Division
were excluded, being ov,eigrown and impossible to locate. The Circular Ride, Moon Flains, 3' 83 miles in 
length, was, with the sanction eff Crdvernmeat, transferred, fOF pmposeS of maintenance only, to the 
Nuwara Ehya Board of Improvement.

21. The Department has now in its charge 279' 70 miles of roads, 37" 32 miles of bridle paths, and 
187'48 miles of inspection paths.

22. m  Four additional buildings were handed ijiver to the Public Works Department
for maintenance on the orders of Government. The Mirisgoni-oya Guard’s quarters were transferred 
back to the Public Works Department,

28. New works undertaken by the Department included the building of a temporary bungalow 
for the Forest Ranger, Vellavelli ; a hnt fot the plantation watcher, Kandapola ; and permanent quarters 
for the timber watcher, Batticaloa Bar, The cost of new wOrlm undertaken was Rs. 550’ 02.

24. Repairs to  buildings cost Rs. 3,191 • 12, and rent of quarters of various officers amounted 
to Rs. 2,573*50.

25. (c) Misedlanious Works.—^Rs. 123’ 12 was spent in  repairs to fences in the Jaffna Division, 
clearing of wells and water-h<ffes in the Battiealoa Shvision, and in fencing the Haputale fuel depot.

ni.-*-Protection of Forests.
26. (a) Generai Protection : (i.) Prosecutions.-*The cases during the year .»limbered 715, including 

94 oases brought forward from the previous year. 114 Were withdrawn, generally on payment of 
compensation, and 56 remained Undisposed of at the_close of 1917. 442 convictions and 103 acquittals 
resulted from the 545 Cases dealt with in courts of law, showing 81 per cent, tif successful oases.

• 27. A ease of fllitdtfellmg occurred in the  ColOmbo Division, as a result of which a headman was 
fined Rs, 50 and given-thtee black marks for connivance. Theft of valuable timber in the Uva Division 
was proved against an important headman, who was ordered by .Government to pay Rs. 860, being the 
value of one eatirtn^ood tree, and Rs. I l7 ’ 16 for two ehela, one Tsahata, and one mara tree. An illicit 
felling of serious extent was committed in riie Mullaittivu Range of the Jaffna Division, where 130 
valuable trees of satinwoCd, margosa, palu, and milla were felled, and 65 logs, which were shipped from 
the eastern coast, were seized a t Point Pedro. The filicit felling, which involves the interdiction of one 
Ranger hnd a Guard, was stiff imder investigation at the end of the year.

28. The number of eases instituted shows a Considerable decrease compared with the previous 
year. Apart from thnahove three cases, there appears to be a steady decrease in serious forest crime, and 
the reasons adduced for this by the Divisional Officer, Anuradhapura, may he accepted to a con&iderable 
extent for the whole Dland. They are (i.) the fact that Government Departments now obtain the greater 
part of their timber requirements from the Forest Department, which removes a source of temptation 
to the private timber dealer, and (ii.) the ease with which timber for house-building arid agricultural 
purposes can be obtained by rich and poor by merely applying for free grants.

29 . In the Anuradhapura Division the transit of all private timber is covered by Forest Depart­
ment permits after due inspection by Forest officers, and the fact tha t this means of obtaining permits, in 
lieu of the authorized owner’s pass for removal of private timber, is both-found preferable to the purchaser 
of private tilnber and gives the Department entire control of all such timber in transit, is significant, and. 
has resulted in more adequate protection of Crown forests.
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30.' (ii.) Oomfositions.—The recoveries of the year amounted to Rs. 12,497‘54 from 870 cases. 
Of these, Government Agents accounted for 47l case’s, the average recovered being Rs. 15‘ 71 per case. 
The Forest Depa|tment accounted for 409 cases, the Coverage recovered being Rs. 12' 78 per case.

SI, (iii.) Chend Ojfencea.f^Hh& following tabular statement shows the position in each division 
and the extent to which the Department whs able to exercise control:—

Division. Perm its
issued.

«

Area to be
cultivated. - X X

Area
cleared

illicitly.

Area for which  
Permission w as Area 

accorded for reported on 
cultivating, by Forest 
but Perm its Officers, 
not issued.

Irregularities 
brought to 

the N otice of 
Gtoversment 

Agents.

ÑO. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. Ñ o.
C olom bo ' ; . 244 . 637 . . - 45 . . ____ . --- 290 . . 39
Nuwara E liy a . . 2,600 . . 6,155 ..  94  . . 974 —  . . 309 . . 69
Galle 3,323 . . 6,7724 . .  _ 4414 ---  . . --- —

Jafhia ‘ • • 88 4014*.. — .. . --- — . . —
BattioalOa 339 . 1,266 . 34 . . 5 lf . 2,685 . . 2,761 . . 62
Kurunegala , . 1,011 970 . . 1544.. 774 ---  . . 1,188 . . 102^
A nuradhapura 4,102 . 7,769 ..  — .. 552 ---  . . 5,271 . . 675
U v a 1,701 . 3,624f . . I 0 9 i- • 1,771 ---  . . 1,906 . .

T o ta l . . 13,408 27,59’5 | 352i 2,991 2,685 11,725 937

"f Reported on by PoreSt officers in 1916.
These statistic^ indicate how urgent is the need foh mote adequate supervision over the issue of 

q>ermits, the selection of areas, and the regulation of clearing operations.
82. In the Batticaloa Division 10 chenas were found a t  the latter part of the year to have been 

cleared in high forest on perpiits içsued by the Government Agent on the recommendation of the Rintenna 
Ratemahatmaya. The areas cleared contained hill-grown stems of valuable species. The areas are now 
covered with a dense mass of illuk grass and thotny creepers, which Will effectually stifle out of existence 
young forest growth. The matter ha^ not as ye t been disposed of.

$8. - A sketch map of illuk talawas (the rémains of former high forest now denuded of timber and 
all forest growth as a consequence of chena cultivation) in  the Rattioaloa Division was prepared durkig 
the year. Xhe annexed map roughly indicates tha t there are, as at present ascertained, np less than 800 
square miles =  192,000 acres of such talawaS in the division, » .e., areas absolutely disforested, uncultivated, 
and, practically speaking, irredeemable for afforestation or cultivation of any description, except a t vast 
cosO. . Other considerable areas-lying to the east of Kallodai and in the Omimagala proposed reserves, 
which it has not- been found possible to explore, are known to exist. To re-afforest these areas would, 
a t a most moderate computation, cost the Colony no less than 20 millions of rupees. Of these, the 
Divisional OfSeer says":— Thèse illuk talawas must Jiave been covered with fine forest over'fifty years 
ago, for I  have seen scattered trees more than a Century old, dead stools almost indestructible by the fires 
which annually sweep over these areas ; these are standing witnesses of the fact that these areas were 
atjone time magnificent forests.” The situation demands that systematic clearing of chenas on a properly 
fixed rotation should supersede the present method of elearmg in patches over large areas,, too often 
illicitly carried out in Valuable high forest, and chenq clearers should only be permitted to concentrate 
their annual clearing in-one block in each vfllage, which shonld also be fuHy fire protected.

34. Elsewhere-the-'detecticmm:^iUicit chenas was rendered dOubly difficult hy the belated issue
of- chena peihaits, which in some cases issued from Kachçheris four and five months after the chepas 
wére cleared. This involved much avoidable waste Of time by Forest officers, who will in future be 
better occupied in detecting iUicit clearings m high forest rather than in atteinptmg to regulate minor 
infringements of chena regulations in chenas cleared on permits. ’ * -

35. (b) Protection fr(m  Ftre.—No serious eases were reported. Fifteen cases of setting fire to 
Crown forests from adjoining private- lands occurred in the GaUe Division and one in the KUrunegala 
Division. Twelve of these Were dealt with. In the IJva Division the firing of adjoining patanas spread 
to  the gum plantation adjoining th^Bafidarawela police station. The annual practice of firing gràss lands 
in the hill zone js a séríous menace to forest protection. Early measures of control are necessary.

36. (c) Protection from .-•-Considerable damage was caused by stray cattle trampling on 
seédlmgS in Jilantafions a t Tumpalanoholai, Rukam, and "V^kanèri, in the Batticaloa Division. S i ^ a r  
damage was observed at Yavuniya and Anuradhapura. In the KurUnegala Division shoOtmg licenses 
were obtained, and a-number of cattle were shot in the plantations atSundappla, Badagamuwa, and 
Kumbalpola. In the Jaffna and Kurunegala Divisions cattle trespassing in plantations were impounded, 
and compensation recovered,

37. From all divisions reports were received of damage to forest growth caused by stray cattle. 
Steps are being taken to protect plantations by shooting cattle af sight, and the question of imrestricted 
cattle grazing in reserves and proposed reserves is one which will in a short time necessitate the taking 
of drastic steps, if a serious attempt to establish adequate forest protection is to be made. As stated last 
year, the only remedy lies in shooting stray cattle.

38. - (<f) Protection against Game.—^Much imprCvement has been noted in the divisions where 
watchers have been appointed and Government authority has been obtained to shoot game in plantations. 
As re-forestation extends, the above method will become more and more necessary with larger blocks,of 
clear-felled areas, and will become general.

39. (e) Protection against Injuries from Natural Gaiisas.^Investigation of the disease which 
occurred in “ |poqa ” trees in the Haputale plantation, made by the Government Mycologist at the end of 
the year, revealed the presence of a fungus which attacks the tips of the leaves and works downwards. 
The results of microscopic examination were not ready a t the end of the year. AU dead trees and aU 
trees showing signs of the disease were, under advice from the Mycologist, ordered to be cut out, dead logs 
removed, and brîinchwood burnt. The annual defoliation of teak was less noticeable than usual. The 
seeds in nurseries were eaten to some extent by rats, which, with other vermin, caused some damage to 
plantations.

40. (/) General.—The number of cases durmg the year, prosecutions and compositions, was 1,634.
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41. Progress has been made during the year with the question of transport of private timber, and 
new rules under the Ordinance have been drafted with a  view to securing for the J)epartm ent the more 
effective control of timber remaved by private parties. Without amendment of the rules such control is 
almost out of the question, but good work has been done in the Anuradhapura Division, where, a* stated 
above, purchasers of private timber have been attracted by the greater convenience of obtaining permits 
from the Forest Department instead of using the landowner’s pass, with the result that the latter has gone 
completely out of practice in that division, and the Department alone controls thè movement of all timber 
withM and from the Province. The amendment of the rules aims at specifying local areas within which 
Forest Department control will be absolute, and others in which the use of the owner’s pass will still be 
permissible. This will go a long way towards solving the difficulties of the present Ordinance, although 
for the proper carrying out of effective control considerable addition to the existing staff will bêcome 
necessary.

IV,—Sylviculture.
42. (a) Natural Regeneration.—^The seed crop was generally reported to be good, especially ebony 

in the Anuradhapura Division. On the other hand, palu was a conspicuous failure in the Jaffna Ihvision. 
Calamander and nedun seeded freely in the Colombo Jlivision, and the seeds were icollected for use in 
plantations. Reproduction was generally good, except in the Batticaloa and Jaffna Divisions, in which 
the monsoon was unfavourable.

43. (b) Artificial Regeneration : (i.) Regular Plantations.—^There was a nett increase of 537 acres 
brought under this head, and the total area of regular plantations was raised from 3,520 acres to 4,057 
acres a t the end of the year. Of the 537 acres planted, 259| acres consist of pme teak plantations, 107| 
acres being chena plantations in the Batticaloa Division, and the balance being formed from fuel blocks 
on the clear-f eUing system in the Jaffna, Anuradhapura, and Kurunegala Divisions.

44. In the Jaffna Division extensions comprising 112 acres were made to the plantations a f
Iranaimadu, Yavuniya, and Madu road, and a new area of 20 acres was opened at Vannivilankulam, near 
Mankulam, consequent on fuel supplies to the Railway a t the Mankulam wood stage. The Vavuniya 
plantations of the previous year show excellent results, and the teak plantations a t Iranaimadu 
commenced in 1916, though insufficiently stocked, give resiilts which justify the continuance of planting 
the species in this locahty. Given favourable conditions for sowing and planting and suitable selection 
of areas, there is every promise of a great future for teak in the Northern Province. *

45. The great enemy of newly planted teak in clear-felled areas,is grass and weqd, and it is now
obvious that greater expenditure will be necessary in keeping such areas clean from the outset, until the 
teak is sufficiently advanced to keep down all noxious gró-wth with its own shade. •

46. ̂  I t  was further found that the presence of standing trees of valuable species previously left 
over from fuel operations is prejudicial to the growth of teak, which is a strong light demander. *The 
extraction of all valuable trees from fuel areas for supplies to Public Departments or for conversion into 
sleepers will rectify the position. This has now been arranged to be done in the future.

47. In the Anuradhapura Division 35 acres were added to the Palugama plantation and 10 acres 
tq  the Mffiintale proposed reserve plantation. All were planted in teak. Work in this division was 
very greatly facihtated by the employment of prison labour in the Palugama plantation, and I  have 
to thank the Inspector-General of Prisons for his ready co-operation and assistance.

, - 48„ In the Kurunegala Division 167 acres were added during the year. In  the Sundapola, 
Badagamuwa, and Kumbalpola plantations operations werè carried out in accordance with the sanctioned 
working plans, and resulted in the clearing and re-planting with jak, teak, and mahogany of 104 acres, 
and the thinning of 30 acres. The results were generally satisfactory, »except in the Kumbalpola 
plantation, where irregular rains during the planting season caused failures am on^the planted 
mahogany and jak. The receipts of the year from these plantations were Rs. 8,022' 91. Work in the 
A ttav^u plantation was confined to weeding and fencing. Five acres of land were cleared for the 
Polgallamukalana plaiftation, and six nurseries of jak and teak were opened and maintained in this 
area and a t Kankaniyamulla. Six acres were opened and planted with teak at Kattakaduwa.

49. In the Nuwara Eliya Division 99 acres of new plantations were formed a t Conical Hill,
Pattipola, and Kandapola successfully, in spite of adverse conditions caused by the late arrival of seed 
from Austraha, which delayed planting and increased weeding cost. The species sown are Karri gum, 
Cwpressus hnightiana, and Acacia mdanoxylon. In'addition, the 20 acres formed in 1915 at Kandapola 
and 66 in 1916 were supplied and maintained. The experimental planting of Pinus hngifoUa proved 
unsuccessful. The LongifoUa plantation. was formed with complete success, but the plants after 
flourishing for six months died, owing to the unsuitability of the position. Among the cypress planted, 
There were few, if any, casualties. Jarrah was experimented with both in the Nuwara EHya and in the Uva 
Divisions ; thé seed failed to germinate. The Assistant Conservator of Forests reports th a t the diffieulty 
of providing adequate protection from game, experienced twenty years ago by Mr. Broun, was in a fan- 
way of being finally surmounted. '  ̂ .w ..

50. 150 acres were cleared for supplies and subsequent planting during the year, for formation 
into plantations early in 1918, and a further 310 acres demarcated .for ,,^ciearing in 1918, in the Nnwara 
Eliya Division.

51. In  the Colombo Division 20 acres were newly planted with nedun, oalamander, and hora, 
with good residts. Weeding, fencing, and re-planting were carried out in three existing plantations. 
These small plantations are’maintained chiefly for the sake of the rare and valuable species bf nedun and 
calamander, while operations in hora forests were undertaken with a view to assist natural reproduction. 
The hUly nature of the country and the torrential rains do not justify the adoption of cleSr-felling 
methods in this division.

52. In the Galle; 
and 437 calamander plants _
with good results. No new plantations were opened.

53. In the Uva Division red gum and Karri were planted, and Cupressus hnightiana and Acacia 
decurrens sown in the fuel plantations a t Ohiya and Haputale ; the red gum is reporflfed to have given 
satisfactory results. The year’s programme of fencing, sowing, and weeding was carried out in these 
areas. But the labour available is reported to be insufficient, and results in consequence did not fully 
realize expectations.
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54. In tbe-Batticalo$. Division 379 actes of teak plantation were taken over from chena culti­
vators, the total area of suck plantations now being 1,926 acres under Forest Department management. 
These, as stated in paragraph 11, have now beén surveyed, and correet areas computed. Departmental 
opérations extended over 250 acres in re-forested chenas, and iûcluded weeding and supplying vacancies 
over 68 actes in Vakaneri and Tumpalancholai, cojipicing of 393 teak trees in the same area, pruning 
of neatly 50,000 teak, margosa, mhla, apd satin over 111 acres in Karandana plantation, and thinning 
and cutting back of injured trees in 71 acres in Sirankamadu, Pawakawatta, and Bewetgala.

55. (ii.) Ohena Plantations.—468| acres W^re handed over to Chena cidtivators’ during the 
period, making a total of 1,486 acres, of which 830 acres are surveyed, still in the hands of the clearers 
to be_ converted into teak plantations. The work is yearly being brought uûder better control and 
management, and the Ratticaloa plantations form the nucleus, of a valuable forest assets which will, 
under favourable conditions and proper treatment, be available twenty to thirty  years hence.

56. The system has Uow been introduced into the KUtunegala Division, where 125 acres were 
taken up by cheira cultivators, and it is intended to make a start on the same hues in the Anuradhapura 
Divisiogr.

57. In  the Uva Division the chena plantations of 1915 suffered from drought, and in the absence 
of binding agreements the cultivators had for the most part abandoned the work. During the year the 
old chenas were Weeded and re-sown, and a new area given under agreement, and improvement is looked 
for. The necessity for chena supervision by the divisional officers is indicated.

58. The expenditure of the year on plantations amounted to Bs. 18,381 • $7, and receipts realized 
Rs. 11,015-14.

59. (c) Operations for thO Im/provemoM of the Orowing Stotk,— Îh the Kantalai reserve 444
chains of old work were re-cleared for firewood conversion, and 1,375 cubic yards of firewood removed 
realized Rs. 980. Similar wprk was carried out in the Anuradhapura Division, having for its object 
the removal of inferior species and converting the areas into teak plantations or encouraging natural 
regenCiatioh. *

60.  ̂ In the DambuUa Range of the Nuwara Ehya Division an important experiment has been 
tried in artificial regeneration by patch sowing in selection-felling areas. The experiment appears 
to be justified, and is being Watched, with the intention of introducing it in aU divisions where natural 
regeneration under the selection system is inadeffuatO.

61. (d) E x p e r i m e n t s . wero carried out, apart frOm tho treatment of calamander in the 
Galle and Colombo Divisions. Ih  the latter sowing in baskets has been found to be the most pra<fMcal' 
method of plantmg.

j  V.-^Exploitation.
» (a) System of Management.

62. (i.) Major Foreèt ProdUee : Selection F e l l i n g s . policy of the Department in connection 
with selection fellings for supplies to Public Departments has been to avoid all fellings in reserved forests 
and proposed reserves, and to confine them to areas to be released for sale or excised from proposed 
reserves. Minimum girth ielling regulations have been insisted on as a safeguard aganst the felling 
of immature trees.

63. With a view to preventing the wastage running into large figures, which results from the 
conversion of timber to meet specific indents, the attention of the Department is being closely devoted 
to the extraction and utilization of all branChwood, topWood* and end pieces resulting from fellings, 
either for deHvery to such Public DepartmeiUS as can màke usé of this material, or for conversion iirfo 
sleepers. The former policy was to sell this material for a purely nominal price, which resulted almost 
invariably in^seriOus and extensive forest offences. In  addition, the valuable timber standing on fuel '  
blocks is enumerated and extiacted to mOet indents as they arise, while the utilmation of untried woods 
is bemg recommended in preference to timber of well-known valuable species for purposes fop which the 
former is found equally suitable.

64. Çlear peMiwgrs.-^Tbese have now been definitely adopted in the Jaffna, Anuradhapura, 
Kurunegala, Nuwàra Ehya, and Üva Divisions to meet fuel supplies with subsequent re-foresta,tion. 
This method is now established in the above divisions, although a t the end of the year it was not possible to 
apply it in every case at the time, when-^in consequence of the Season of the year being unfavourable—' 
an unprecedented supply of firewood was called for to meet the coal crisis. In COiombo and - 
Galle Divisions clear felling wâs not found necessary, as the forests are found to be capable of natural 
regeneration, which was practically unknown in the previously exploited firewood areas of Other 
Provinces.

65. Coppice Fellings.—^These were confined to the tjva Division, in which they were carried ouï 
in compartment No. 19 in the Gluya gum plantatiop. The results of coppicing of gums in the previous 
year are excellent.

66. ImproUemenfe PeiKWgs.—r.These were carried out on the strip system hp the Eantalui reserve, 
the resulting material being dispo^d of by s'ale as firewood in the town of Trincomalee.

67. (ii.) Minor forest Produce.-^The rights to collect minor forest produce were sold by auetion, 
and in Other oases the usual petty licenses were issued-

(6) Agenty of .Exploitation^
Major Produce.—^The following table represents depot sales for the

fMfiereilce.
-1- or — .

N o. Cubic Feet.
— 7S2

— 370— 464 
-f 647 + 1,105 
-1- 262— 1,932 

-f 1-62 
-i- 394
-t-1,845-4 
— 14-76

68. Departmental Agency. 
years 1916 and 1917 :—

Description.

Dogs* ..
Rejected sleepers
Scantlings
Poles
Ebchy, tons 

Charcoal, tons

1917. 1916.
No. Cubic Feet. No. Cubic Feet.

12,112 12,864
603 =  1,647 .. 973 =  2,111 ..

.. , 1,772 -  2,240 .. 1,126 =  1,135 ..

. .  10,279 =  5,191 .. 10,017 =  7,123 ..
44-03 42-41
11,100 10,712

5,699-8 3,754-4
6-99 27-75
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69. The sale of logs in the Jaffna Depot showed a slight increase, but the Anuradhapilra Division 
showed a great reduction in the figures of the previous year, while very little timber was sold in the 
Cential Timber Depot to private parties. In the Batticaloa Division the largely reduced demand for 
timber ia due to the large stocks of logs and sawn timber removed by private parties in previous years 
from purchased lands, Tvhioh have interfered greatly with departmental sales. The decrease shown 
undet rejected sleepers is due to fewer rejections and reduced demand locally. Increased sale of firewood 
a t the Nuwara Efiya Depot was counterbalanced by shortage of firewood due to labour difliculties 
a t Ohiya and Haputale. The considerable increase in the sale of firewood at Jaffna foreshadows a 
reaction in favour of departmental sales keeping pace with the gradual extraction of firewood on lands 
sold at Veddukadu. As the demand for land has been practically nil, little private firewood will be 
available for a considerable period, especially as the Department has removed in anticipation the ^eate r 
part of the firewood on lands available for subsequent sale. The Jaffna Depot is supplied with firewood 
brought a distance of over 20 miles by boat from Veddukadu and over 40 miles by rail from irrigable 
lands under the Iranafinadu scheme, whieh has provided the means of meeting the v\tal needs of the 
population of Jaffna in the timberless district of the peninsula. *

' 70. The following are the details of sleepers and othbP material supplied to Public Departments :—

Description.

(Broad gauge 
[Narrow gauge 

Telegraph posts 
Foies . .
Other sawn timber 
Scantlings 
Timber, logs
Fuel/■̂ ®̂MTon3

1917.
No. Cübio Feet. 

36,857 ew 110,571 . 
24,478 36,717

1.785 Í» 7,467
25,150 «  8,179

8,096
13,855 s= 22,976 

178,316 
151,597 

141-9

1916.
No. Cubic Feet. 

15,895 =  47,685 . 
21,121 =  31,681 . 

522 =  2,136 .
2,259 =  497-.

1,663
4 ,511-=  10,635 . 

46,688 
7,2508-5 

217-75

DiHerenoe. 
4- or

No.
+  20,962 
4- 3,357 
4- 1,263 
4- 22,891 

H-
+  9,344

Cubic Feet.
4-  62,086
4- 5,036
4- 5,331 
4- 7,682 

1,433 
4- 12,341 

4- 131,628 
4-79,088-5 
— 76-85

71. The general 5U-round increase was foreshadowed in the last report, and the above comparative 
statement serves to indieate the general Situation. The increase in  the supply of sleepers was spared by 
the Jaffoa, Anuradhapura, Battiealoa, and Nnwara Eliya Divisions. The large increase under poles and 
timber in the log was dne to the heavy demands of the Public 'Worhs apd the Railway Construction 
Departments. Nearly all the divisions shared the increase.

72. The supply of firewood was double that of the previous period. Constant demands*for 
increased supplies wefo met throughout the year to save coal, and at the end of 1917 a great strain,was 
borne by the Department to meet the crisis caused by the stoppage of coal supplies. The work was 
undertaken at a moment’s notice, and a t the most unfavourable period of the year, namely, in the height 
of the north-east-monsoon rains. AU divisions accessible to the Railway participated, and a very large 
amount of firewood was turned out a t  satisfactory rates. .The present figures, however, will bear no 
comparison with those pf 1918, which wifi indicate the sustained pressure boftle by the Department.

73. The average cost of production of the above supplies was :—- " . •

Broad gauge sleepers..

1917. 
Rs. c. 

3 .67

1916. 
Rs. 0 . 

. 3 38 Fuel, per ton 
Ebony, per ton

1917. 
Rs. 0. 

. . 4  9

1916. 
Rs. 0 .

. .  4 I3 i
Narrow gauge Sleepers 1 86 . 1 74 ,.  29 45 ..  48 85
Fuel, per cubic yard .. 1 32 . 1 31 Timber, per cubic foot ..  1 19- •• 4  ^

74. The total Value of material supplied to Public Departments or sold to private parties from_ 
dépôts (including the Central Timber Dépôt, for which separate figures are futnished below) is distributed 
as foUôws among the divisions :—

Royalty on Value of Material 
sold" to Rublio 
DepartnjentsDivision. Supplies to 

Publio Cash. Total.
Departments.

Bs. c.
from Depots.

Rs. 0.Be. 0 . Rs. 0.
Colombo 31,665 61 895 25 32,450 86
Nuwara Eliya 39,430 49 .. 22,567 81 . .  6,068 82 .. 67,047 12
Galle 46,028 13 195 25 165 44 •• 46,388 82
Jaffna 78,949 13 . 56,864 44 .. 1,926 96 .. 136,740 53
Batticaloa 82,546 66 . 1,071 71 . .  6,028 72 .. 89,647 9
Kuranegala 3^,207 77 157 99 •414 46 . 33,780 22
Anuradhapura 56,145 81 . 6,263 96 . .  1,939 99 • 63,349 76
U v a .. 7,964 52 . 5,909 42 . . --- 13,873 94

Total, 1917 . . 376,828 12 91,915 83 15,534 39 483,278 34
Total, 1916 . 128,680 20 83(098 22 25,965 42 237,743 84

Difference, +  or — +  247,147 92 -f- 8,817 61 +  10,431 3 +  245,534 60

75. Central Tirfi>p‘ Depot.—Little business was done, sales to private parties realizing only half 
the revenue of the previous year, and demands of Government Departments showing a marked falling 
off, probably owing tp their being met from the divisions.

76. The following are the actual quantities sold
“Ebony.—202 logs Weighing 44- 03 tons realized Rs. 5,965- 41, or an averagg of Rs. f35- 48 per ton, 

the highest price obtained being Rs. 22Q per ton. A considerable quantity of dead and fallen ebony, 
a material not previously marketed, was sold, and explains the low average rate realized.

Satinwood.—17 logs containing 398- 78 cubic feet realized Rs. 1,601-11. Of thistquantity, 288- 95 
cubic feet was purchased by Government Departments. The best rate obtained was Rs. 7 per cubic foot.

Ranai.—14 logs containing'388 cubic feet were sold to Government Departments a t an average 
price of Rs. 2 -4 0  per cu b ic  foot.
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77. 589 logs, mostly ebony of small size, were supplied to the depot during the period. There
is a réady sale for this^material. , _

78. The revenue realized by sale to the public fell to Rs. 6,492’ 43. In 1916 the recoveries amounted
to Rs. jf3,476- 21, and in 1915 Rs. 16,288’ 39. '

79. The Value of material supplied to JÈhibhe Departments from the depot was only Rs. 3,405’ 93, 
compared with Rs. 11,879’25 in 1916'and Rs. 9,260’18 in 1915. The reduction of sale favours the 
policy of the Forest Department, as the primary object of this depot is the sale of produce for exportation 
and to the pubhc.

80. Stock in the depot a t the close of the year consisted of 1,103 logs Valued at Rs. 96,465.
 ̂81. Sample pieçes of suriya, milla, hahmlla, lunUmideUa, and mara were sent to the Central 

Timber Depot for despatch to England for the use of the Air Board. The first consignment was lost at 
sea, and the order was repeated at the end of the year.

82. Minor Pro(fMce.--*-There was.no departmental extraction of minor forest produce.
83. Purchasers : (i.) Major Prbduce.—‘The figures of the year are compared belovv with those 

of 19161—
1917, 1916. Difference, 

+  or —.
Cubic Feet Cubic Feet. Cubic Feet

Timber 365,103 450,551 — 85,448
Poles 203,605 301,870 — 98,365
Firewood, Cubic yards 48,026 56,924 — 8,899
Charcoal, cubic feet 5,830 7,884 — 2,054
Alampal, cubic feet 127,306 111,240 -f 16,065

* 84. The Corresponding revenue realized from the abové is distributed among the 
follows.’—

Division. }9I7.
/ Bs. <S.

1916. Difference, 
+  or

Bs. e. Rs! 0 .
Colombo .. 57,827 58 .. 61,588 40 .. +  6,239 13

* Nuwara Eliya 42,794 63 .. 34,101 11 .. -f 8,693 52
Gafie 21,096 11 .. 21,484 52 . . — 388 41
Jaffna 8,134 27 .. 12,032 20' . . — 8,897 93

, Batticaloa . . 6,609 98 .. 19,837 55 .. — 13,227 62
K Kurunegala . 8,002 73 .. 9,865 7 . . — 1,862 34

, Anuradhapura 3,567 68 .. 4,249 23 ... — 681 65
iJva 5,179 2$ . . 7,394 57 .. — 2,215 34

148,212 l l 160,552 65 — 12,340 54
Paper credit fpr timber

removed by Public Depart-
ments 11,509 28 . . 10,756 27 .. -f  753 1

1 Total .. 159,721 39 171,308 92 — 11,687 53

85. The principal decreases are in the Batticaloa and Jafina Divisions, in whieh the revenue of 
the previous ;^ar was inflated by the sale of timber from lands to be alienated for sale. , In Battioaloa 
the smaller ^ a n ti ty  of timber exported tô India, owing te the War, further accounts for the decrease. 
In the Uva Divisien the decrease iS explained by lack of Staff and inoreased departmental operations, 
rendering attention to private demands more difficult. In  addition, the stoppage of building prOgranimes 
on estates curtailed their timber requirements.

86. '3he inOrease in revenue in the Colpmbo and Nuwara Eliya Divisions of the previous year 
was, as expected, steadily maintained.

87. In  the Galle Eivîsîon the revenue was sustained by the demand for timber and fuel for the 
plumbago industry,

88. Generally speaking^ sales were not made where the diversion of material could advantageously 
be made for the use of Government Departments, consequently cash revenue decreased.

89. (ii.)- Minor and other Produoe.-^'Sbe year’s revenue amounted t o ^

Division. 1917. 
Bs. c.

1916.
Bs. c.

Difference, 
+  or . 

Bs, c.
Colombo 182 10 984 62 . — 802 42
Nuwara Eliya 1,283 40 2,148 86 . _  865 46
Galle 3,456 86 2,713 76 . +  743 11
Jaffna 2,843 39 4,183 41 . — 1,340 2
Batticaloa ..  ' .. 2,598 26 1,904 43 . +  693 82'
Kurunegala . 3,979 40 3,045 16 .. +  934 24
AnuradSapura 2„697 83 3,301 46 .. , _  603 42
Uva 1,069 40 2,689 0 .. — 1,619 60

Paper credit for royalty on 
minor forest producer emov-

1 8 ,l i e  63 20,970 58 — 2,859- 96

■M by Public Departments.. 63,673 90 . 49,979 15 .. +  3,694 7S

Total . . 71,684 53 70,949 73 * +  734 80

90. Good prices ruled for minor forest produce sold by lease, a form of sale which obtained in  all 
divisions. The slight decrease is due to the crediting in 1916 in some divisions of revenue from this 
source for 1916-17. The decrease in sales was not so large as Was anticipated in last year’s report.

    
 



E 8 CÊYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [P a e t  i l

91. Ih fcb0 Anuradhapura Division the previous practice by which^the Local Board issued permits
for minor forest pfodhce ■within its limits was discontinued, and the issue of such permits was handed 
over to the Department. “ '

92. As in the previous year, the right to collect shed horns was -withheld from sale.
93. (iii.) Rree Grants.— T̂he value of free grants issued during the year was Rs. 43,927' 33 according 

to the statement shp-wn in the monthly returns, a slight increase over the previous year. The majority 
of permits are issued on behah of villagers^ for agricultiual and domestic requirements. The value of 
timber ssctually rethpved on such permits is only approximate, as supervision of the large number of 

, permits issued is neoe$sarily difficult.

'  ̂ III .—F inancial Results.

94. The income for the financial period October 1, 1916, to September 30, 1917, is made up of  ̂
the following itetue

etedited at the Treasury
Tieasw y transfers for the value of, and royedty on, 

isimher sold to Public Departments

PapeP credit for the following :—
Value of supplies from depots to Public Departments 
R oyalty on supplies to Public-Departments 
Twenty-five per cent, excess royalty on supplies of 

Squared timber to Public Departments 
Sixteen per cent, super-vision charges on above work 
Value of free grants
Estimated value of timber on lands sold- 
B oyalty Cn forest produce removed by the Public 
- Worha and the Irrigation Departments

B s. c.
296,890 21 

628 87

15,055 0 
398,391 42

37,310 35 
93,068 97 
47,316 36 
23,458 56

69,398 24

Total
Deduct Expenditure. 

Surplus

Bs. c.

29 6 ,8 1 8  68

6 7 8 ,8 9 3  90

9 7 5 ,7 ia  48  
3 4 5 ,3 3 5  81

6 3 0 ,3 7 6  6 7 '

93. The actual financial condition of the Department waS as folfows :

Suiplas « . . .  ~
Outstandings dUe to- tfi© Department on 

account Ke-venU® September 30, 
1917

Outstandings dUe frcm the Department 
on account EjqienditWe Cn October 1, 
1916 ,.

Value of stock on September 3 0 ,1917,.

Total . .

B s. c.
6 3 0 .3 7 6 6 7

2 10

5 3 4 38
1 3 7 ,6 2 7 50

7 6 8 ,5 4 0 65

Outstandings du® fmm the Department 
on account Expenditure en  September 
30, 1917 , ,

Outstandings dUe tO the Department on 
account Revenue OU October 1,1916  

Value of stock on October 1,1916

Te-tal

Nett Surplus

R s. c.

1 ,123  95

451 54  
116,533 1

118,108 5 0  

. .  650,432 15

96. Expenditure falls into percentages as follows under the usUal heads :

Bsi 6,
(o) Extenhion 

OonstitUtion 
Imprevemènt 
Exploitation 

(5) ^m inistration 
Executive 
protection

8,031 96 
853 0 

27,075 1 
67,327 $4 

142,046 6 
70,029 85 
29,972 9

Total , 345,336 8l

Per Cent,
2 '2 3

•2 5
7 -  84

1 9 -  49  
41 13
20-  2 8

8 - 0 8

100-00

97. The expenditme on charges yielding no immediate retUrft amounted to Rs. 19,208* 46, which 
is made u p  as follows .-w- .

Bs, c.
Commumcations and buildings . .  . • • • 7,624 70
Cost of stores . .  . .  . .  ' . .  1,013 21
Demarcation and surveys . .  • • • • 8,884 96
Miscellaneous . .  . .  • • • • 1,685 69

\

Total 1 9 ,2 0 8  46

 ̂ IV.—Atovunistbation.

Superior Staff. ^
98. Headquarters.—^During the year the Department continued to be in charge of Mr. H. P. 

Tomalin, M.I.C.E., as Conservator of Forests. The post of Assistant to the Conservator of Forests in 
the Head Office was held by Mr. A. J . Kilmartin, Deputy Conservator of Forests,
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99. Divisional.-^The office of Deputy Couservator of Forests in the JafEna Division has been held 
by Mr. J. D. Sargent, and the office of Assistant "Conservator of Forests in the remaining divisions has 
been held by— * ' •

ÀnuradhapuTô Division. 
Kurunegala Division .. 
Colombo Division

Mr. A. B. Lushingtort 
Mr. W. W. Fyers 
Mr. O. Jones , and 

Mr. E. C. Fernando

Nuwara Eliya Di-visiom 
Batticaloa Division 
Galle Division 
Uva Division

Mr. R. M, White,
Mr. A. B. Fontyn 
Mr. F. J. S. Turner 
Mr. G. D. Templer

100. App<nntment8.—Mr. A. B, Fontyn, Forester, Grade I., who was acting as Divisional Forest 
Officer, was appointed to the grade of Assistant Conservator of Forests on the rupee scale of salaries. 
Mr. E.,C. Fernando, Forester, Grade I., was appointed to act as Divisional Forest Officer, Colombo Division.

’ 101. Promotions.—^Mr. J. D. Sargent Was promoted to be a Deputy Conservator of Forests in 
Grade II. The salary of Mr. A. B. Fontyn was increased to Rs. 3,500 pei annum.

102. Transfers.—^Mr. J-. C. C. Middleton continued to do duty in the Police Department.
103. Aeahe.—Mr. J. R. Ainslie continued on military duty throughout the year, and Mr. 0 . Jones 

proceeded to England for war service.
104. Examinations.—^The following officer was successful4n passing the departmental examination 

noted against his name" :—^Mr. A. B. Fontyn, Assistant Conservator of Forests : Sinhalese.

... Subordinate Staff.
105. Re-organization.—Five new appointments as Forest Rangeis, Grade II., were added to the 

Department.
106. Appointments.—Seven appointments were made in the Second Grade of Rangers.
107. Promotions.—^Two Forest Rangers, Second Grade, were promoted to the First Gmd® of 

danger.
108. Examinations.—One Ranger passed in Smhalese, one in Sinhalese (5), one in TamiH^)* and .

twelve in law. •
109. Leave.-*^i fifty-two officers in the Executive Staff, forty-six took leave ; of these» thitty- 

seven had leave for a  week or more.
110. Teehnicai Training.—Messrs. G. M. Bartholomeusz and V. Aja^aratnam, Forest Rangers, 

Grade I.,*contifiued their course of traming at the Madras Forest College. Messrs. E. V. de Sifva and
E. S. Wambeck,Forest Rangers, Grade H ., Were deputed in July, 1917, for training durmg the 1917-19 
course a t the above College, but the former was withdra-wn m December, 1917.

 ̂ 111. Miscellaneous.—^Two Forest Rangers, Grade II., were allowed to resign their apporntments,
and two others were dismissed durmg the year. One Probationary Forest Ranger was interdicted 
from’ duty.

112. During the year ten Forest Guards resigned, one died, six were dismissed, four discontinued, 
and one interdicted from duty.

Clerical Staff.
113. Mr. H. W. Weeraratne contmued throughout the year as Chief Oerk of the Department.
114. One officer retired, and one waapermitted to resign his appointment. Twonew appointments, 

twenty-three mcrements, eight promotions, two transfers to other Departments, one transfer from 
another Department, and thirteen transfers within the Department topk place during the year.

115. One officer passed the Government Clerical Exammation.
116. Of thirty-five clerks in the Department, thirty-three took leave ; of these, twenty-seven 

had leave fo r^  week or more.
117. Mr. J . R. de Niese, Draughtsman, proceeded m July, 1917, to Mesopotamia with the Ceylon 

Sanitary Corps.

a . ' , V.'uiw-Geneeal .
118. Four bttildmgs, viz., 3 range quarters and 1 checkffig station, whieh were in charge 

this Department, were transferred to the Public Works Department for purposes of mamtenance. The 
Mirisgoni-oya circuit bungalow used as quarters for a Forest Guard Was under Government mstruotions 
transferred back to the Public Works Department.

119. Further provision of Rs. 9,600 for special repairs to Forest Department buildings has bpen 
made under a vote to the Public Works Department.

120. At the quarters of the Assistant Conservator of Forests, Anuradhapura, the underside oi 
the rafters of the upstair verandahs was boarded and the two end wings enclosed for use as dressmg rooms- 
These improvements add much to the comfort and convenience of the occupants. ^

121. The Public Works Department commenced the construction of quarters for the Assistant 
Conservator of Forests and for a junior clerk a t Haputale. The construction by the Public Works 
Department of the following range quarters was Commenced, -viz. :—t(l) A Forester’s quarters at Nuwara 
E liya; (2) Ranger’» quarters at Kahatagasdigiliya; and (3) Ranger’s quarters a t Kahawatta.

122. The timber enclosure in the Trincomalee harbour, under construction by the Public Works 
Department, was completed and put into use.

123. The question of the site for a depot for timber and firewood at Jaffna was finally settled ;
a vote for the execution of the work has been ordered to be included for consideration with the Estimates 
for 191fi?-19. I

124. The handbook of mstruotions to Range officers was prmted and issued, taking effect from 
October 1, 1917.

125. The re"vision for the purposes of standardization of books and forms for use m offices Was
' practically completed. •

■126. Two Forest Rangers were deputed for training durmg the year a t the Forest College, 
Coimbatore, for 3he 1917-18 course.. Five studentships were offered for the 1918-20 course.

127. The collection of statistics necessary for a report to the Committee appomted by His 
Excellency the Governor to "inquire into the question of regularizing the supply of timber to Government 
Departments was proceeded with.

9(n)18
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128. The experiments made at the Welikada Convict Establishment with the lesser known species 
of Ceylon timber have proved satisfactory, both panakka and colon being now extensively used in 
furniture manufacture. Experiments are being continued with other woods.

129. A number of Eucalyytvs globulus (blue gum) and Acacia melanoxylon trees which it was 
found necessary to remove at the Government Bungalow, Nuwara Eliya, were converted into 90 scantlings 
of large dimensions and sleepers, as follows :—

Broad Gauge. Narrow Gauge.
Eucals^tus globulus . .  .. . .  6 . .  99
Acacia melanoxylon ..  .. . .  35 . .  62

41 161

Total . .  202

Arrangements have been made for testing the durability of both sleepers and scantlings in use.
130. In  order to reduce the heavy consumption ofhalmiUa—a valuable species, which is fast 

becomiftg extremely sparce—‘for the manufacture of tool handles, experiments were conducted by the 
Railway Department to test the suitability of other woods for the purpose. A suitable Wood has been 
found ih venkalakaya {Eugenift bract^ta), and is now being supplied'to Public Departments in considerable 
Quantities. Among other measures adopted was the supply to Government Departments of branch wood 
of milla and satinwood, both bf which are being extensively used in the manufacture of wheels for hand 
and other carte.

131. The utfliiation of valuable topwood, branchwood, and end pieces by Government 
Departments is feeing encouraged. Large quantities of this material, which formerly was treated as a 
waste mbduct, have been converted Ihto bmlding timber, sleepers, &c.

122. The new System 6f firewbod supplies to estates in the Central Province worked satisfactorily. 
The system is being extended to the province of Uva.

133. A commenceipent with the afforestation of patanas a t Bandarawela has been made. Areas 
tor reservation ytdth the view of afforestation have been examined and settlement questions gone into.

134. Special reference is mad© to tfee necessity for re-modelling the existing system qf timber 
checking stations on rivers. The System now employed does not under present conditions admit 
of the application of a  proper check on timber m transit, and from statistics which have been collected 
showing the royalty value of such timfeer it is evident that the means of exercising due control and check- 
OU so-called private timber in transit by river should be introduced at as early a date as possible.

13s. 33te quantity of ffrewood supphed to the Railway Department during the year was HQ,252 
cubic yards a t an average cost of Re. !• 32 per yard. Though greatly in excess of the quantity supplied 
in the previous year, the figures are mconsiderable when compared with the required outturn for 1917-18. 
The calmfific Vatoe of the. above is equivalent to l3,d5&ton9 of coal. If the cost of Ihe latter is Rs. 29 
per ton, the saving effected to Government by the firewood supplied is nearly Rs, 334,000. Firewood 
supplied in 1917-18 will be trebled, the cost per yard being Very slightly higher. As the cost of freight 
for coal WiB continue to  increase, the anticipated saving resulting from the firewood supply of 1917-18 
may be estimated to approach a miUiou rupees.

186. The supply of firewood as Well as timber, for which the requirements of Public Departments 
were correspondingly high, was well sustained by the Department, especially a t the close of the year, 
when the notice given Was very short,

137. The large quantities of timber and of firewood supplied indicate both the^^ueeessity for
taking steps to increase the Colony’s timber supply and to  some extent furnish the means tor providing 
for the future. Accordingly 4 large programme has been prepared for re-forestation of tfee clear-feUed 
fuel areas. This most necessary work must expand with the expansion of fuel supplies, and the present 
situation of the Colony iu regard to timber and fuel sufficiently |ustifies the measures which are being 
taken to secure both for the future. ^

138. The surplus of the Department a t the end of the year’s working was Rs. 630,376' 67, against 
Rs. 293,939' 26 of the previous year. The figures speak for themselves, and afford ample evidence of the 
^creased activity of the-Department during the period, without a corresponding increase in staff, and 
with officers of the superior staff released on war service.

• . H. F. TOMALIN,
Kandy, April 3, 1318. Conservator of Forests.
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PABT III.—judicial.

JUDICIAL STATISTICS.

REPORT OR TRE SOEICITOR-GENERAL ON THE STATISTICS RELATING TO THE 
a d m in is t r a t io n  OP CRIMINAL JUSTICE DURING 1917.

This report and the returns ajjneSed to it relate to the period January 1 to Deceinber 31, 1917.
2. The Statements A to  M deal exclusively yáth serious crime, and for the piirpo^& of these 

returns that term is defined to mean (1) offences which are not summarüy triable by Police Courts, 
except under the provisions of Sections 152 (3) and 166 (1) of the CrimiHal Procedure Code (2) the 
offences of voluntarily eausing hurt hy means of dangerous weapons punishable under sectioh 315 of the 
'Penal Code ; and (3) offences against property under chapter XVH. of the Penal Code, when the loss 
inflicted or^the amount stolen or misappropriated exceeds Rs. 250.

3. Dming the year under review there were 2*728 prosecutions in Police Courts, as against 3,245 
in the previous year ; the number of persons charged wae 4,663, aS against 5,482 in the year 1916. In 
the report for-the year 1916 it was remarked that the figures showed a slight decrease as compared with 
those of the previous year. I t  iS gratifying to be able once again to record a not inconsiderable decrease 
in the number pf cases of serious crime.

■ 4. The 2,72$ cases above referred to were disposed of as follows ; In  753 the persons accused 
were discharged by Police Magistrates under the provisions of section 157 (1) and (3) ; the records of 
771 -cases were transmitted to thè Attorney-General under section 157 (I) (b) ; 462 cases were summarfiy 
dealt with by Magistrates under the special powers created by sections 152 (3) and 1$6 (1) ; the balanOe, 
752 in number, represent cases of hurt with dangerous weapons summarily tried by Police Magistrates. 
The eases grouped under this head consists fOr the most part of knife cases. The figures for this year 
are 282 less i^an those for the preceding year.
' 5. Of the cases (771) trafismitted to the Attorney-General, the persons accused Were discharged
in 49 cases, and in the remaining 722 they were committed for trial before a higher court, In 4 of these 
the persons accused were found to be of Unsound mind. In  518 .cases One or more of the accused were 
convicted, ^ d  in 200 all the persons accused were acquitted. The percentage of cases which have been 
successfully prosecuted is 72'1, as agaiust 71' 6 in 1916 and 66‘ 7 in 1915. ■

6. Table B is an analysis of serious crime in relation to the persons aOoused. There were 287 
persons tried by the Supreme Court, of whom 177 were convicted, 106 acquitted, 4 found to'belmsane. 
In the case of District Courts 994 were tried, of whom 666 Were convicted and 328 acquitted.

7. Table C is a general classification of offenOes into certain large groups, and is intended ío  
enable One to see at a glance the classes of offences prevalent in the Island. The Tables D to M are 
analyses of Certain of the groups of offences which appear in Table C. Tbe figures hr these tables should 
not be taken to represent the number of individuals charged with these offences, or the number of 
prosecutions actually uistituted. The figures only show thè numbw of instances in which the provisions 
of the penal Code referred to and included in each group have been infringed.

Table C Shows that the number of convictions obtained in relation to Group IX., Offences against 
the human body, was 1,373. This does not mean that 1,373 distinct individuáis have been convicted 
for such offences, npr does it mean that there were 1,373 separate and successful prosecutions for suCh 
offences. W hat.it does mean is that the offences which are penalized in the chapter of the Penal Code 
under the head “ Offences against the Human Body ” have been committed in 1,373 instances, quite 
irrespective of the persons involved or the number of prosecutions laid under those sections.

The purpose and object of these retUms is set out in the Administration RepCrt for 1909.
á. Crimes of violence still remain the principal class of crimè in Ceylon. In 1917 the number of 

convictions for such offences was 1,373. The section of the law under which the majority of these 
convictions w^repbtamed and the corresponding figures for the yèar 1916 are shown below

19J». 1917. 1916. 1917
Murder (section 296)
Culpable homiciile not amounting

100 . 59 Causing htut by means of danger­
ous weapons (section 816) , .  740 . 682

to murder (section 297) 
Voluntarily eausing hurt (section

6 . 28 Causing grievous hurt (section 316) •> 72 . 
Causing grievous hurt with ^nger- ■

103

314) . .  * . . 139 . 169 ous weapons (section 317) . .  155 . 220
9(m)is=^:;: ' ■ '■ -
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 ̂9. Perjury.—The number of persons conricted of giving or fabricating false evidence in a judicial 
proceeding punishable under section 190 of the Penal Code was only 11. In the preceding year the 
number was l8. ' Tbiis is at least satisfactory. ^

10. iab le  T is a return of appeals from judgments of District Courts in criminal cases. In  211 
cases the convictions were affirmed, and ?et aside in 39. The figures in 1916 were 206 and 21 »respectively.

May 23, 1918. THOMAS P. GARVIN,
Solicitor-General.

TA B U  LA P s t a t e m e n t s  BEFEBBED TO ABOVE.

A,-r^howing the Nufiftber of Prosecutions instituted arid how they were disposed of. *
Prosecutions instituted in Police Courts . .  . .  . .  . .  2,728
Cases disposed of* by discharge of accused under section 157 (1) (o) and (8) without reference to 

the Attorney-General . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  753
Cases in  which records Were forwarded to the Attorney-General for instructions tinder section 157 (1) (h) 771
Cases in which all the accused were discharged on Crders of the Attorney-General under section 388 5
Cases in which all the accused were discharged on orders of the AttorUey-GenCral under section 108 (1) 44
Cases iu which all the accused Were committed for trial , < • •. . • 722
Cases which resulted in ‘the conviction of cm® or mor® of the accused . .  . .  518
Cases which resulted it  ̂the acquittal of all the accused . .  . .  . .  20(7”
Cases of hurt with dangerous weapons summarily tried by PoUce Magistrates under section 310 ..  752
Cases summarily disposed of by Police Magistrates under sections 152 (3) and 166 (1) . .  452
Cases in which after committal accused Were found to be of unsound mind . .  . .  4

* Sections cited in this and the next taWe are sections of the Criminal Procedure Code,

B.‘—ShoWing the Number 6f Persons accused in Table A and how such Persons werS dealt with*
»0.

Persons accused before the PoUCe Courts . .  . .  . .  * .. 4,653
Persons discharged by Magistrates without reference to the Attorney-General under section 157 (1)’

(0) and (3) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . .
Persons with reference to whom records Were transmitted to the Attorney-General under section 157

(1) (5) .. • ..
Persons discharged on orders of the Attorney-General under sections 168 (1) and 388 
Persons committed for trial by the Supreme Court..
Persons committed for trial by District Courts 
Persons .convicted by the Supreme Court . .  . *
Persons acquitted by the Supreme Gourt 
Persons convicted by District Courts 
Persons acquitted by District Courts
PersCais tried summarSy by PolioeGourts for serious crimes ■[ 4?f

484'
268

Persons convicted by Police Courts 
Persons acquitted b y  Police Courts
Persons found insane after committal and acquitted in the Supreme Court

I Acquitted
Persons tried by Police Courts under sections 152 (3) and 166 (1)

221

8ii
68/

1,539

1,370 
• 89 
287 
994 
177 
106 
666 
328
992

732
1,006

738
4

C.—►Showing the Nufiiher of Convictions and Acquittals in TriaN for
Class of Serious Crime.

Crimes-t i
,  Ii—Offences against the State

Il.v-Oflences relating to the Army and Navy
III. —Offences agaktSt the public tranquillity • • • •
IV, —Offences by, or relating to, or in contempt of the lawful authority of>

public servants .. i
V.—Offences relating to ^ e  giving Or fabricating of false evidence and 

offences against public justice generally .. . v'
VI.—Offences relaiang to coin, GoverOmeUt stamps, and the Ceylon paper 

currency .. -
VXt.—Offences relating to weights and measures

V m .—Offences affecting public healthy safety, convenience, decency, and 
morels ... . .  ..

IX.—Offences against the human body .. ..
X,-—Offences against property

XI,—-Offences relating to documents ahd property marks..
Xll.^Offences affecting the reputation of persons *,

X in .—Offences calculated to cause mtimidation, insult, or Unnoyance .
XIV.—Offences regarding the administration of unlawful oaths
XV.—Offences against revenue laws

XVI.—Offences rmder local enactments not falling Under the above headings 
* J.e,, “ Serious Crimes ” as defined in paragraph 2 of this report.
t  “ Offences ” referred to in this column and the oonneoted tables following include abgtments of, and attempts

t o  o o ro tm ifc »  s u c h  o f f e n c e s .

Offehces* ih each

No. of NC. Of
CohviotionS. Acquittals. 

No committals.
No committals.

199 . .  22

13 . .  1

67 . .  —

No committals.

No committals. 
1,873 .. «926
1,182 . .  645

27 • 6
1 • .« 2

10 . . .  1
No committals.
N o committals.
10 ♦ . .  11
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D.—Class III. : Oflencès against th^ PubHc Tranquillity—Results of Trials.

Ofîeûces,*

Being members of an -tinlawful assembly (section 140)t
Joining unlawful assembly armed with deadly \Teapons (section 141)
Rioting (section 144)" . ,

No. of Persons 
convicted.

lOà
33
64

A 3

No*, of Iversons 
acquitted.

14

! 8
* Except in the oaseS of murder apd culpable homicide not amounting to murder, “ Ofiences” in this and the 

connected tables inolu4e abetmOhts oif, and attempts to Commit, such oflenoes.
t  Sections eited in this and Tables C to M are sections of the Ceylon Penal Code.

E.—Class IV .; Offences by, or relating to, 6t in coiitempt of the lawful authofity of. Public
Servants—Results of Trials.

Oflences. ^ No. of Persons No. of Persons
convicted. acquitted.

Personating a public servant (section 168) . .  . .  . .  3 . ,  1 "
Obstructing public $ervaht in the discharge of his public functions (section 183) 10 . ,  —

F.-^laSs V. : Offence of giving or fabricating i ’alse Evidence and OtfenOes againSt Public Justice
genetalTy—Results of Trials.

Ofieftoes.

Giying or fabriOating false eridence in a judicial proceeding (section 19(») 
False Statement made in any declaration which is by law recoverable as 

évidence (section 196) . .  ' . .
False charge of offence made with intent to injure (section 20Sj 
Resistance or obstruction by a person to hiS lawful apprehension (Section 219) 
Resistance or obstruction to üie lawful apprehensioh of another person, br 

rescuing him from lawful custody (section 220)

No. of Persons No. of persoas
doted. acquitted.
11 . _ —

2
3 .

21 —

30 —T

G.-^Class VI. Offences relating to Coin, (Government Stamps, and lihe (Jeylon Paper Cunjency— 
Results of Trials.

Oflenoes.

Offences \mder the Paper CurrSncy Ordinance, No. 3? of 1884

No. of Persons 
oonVieted.

No. of Persons 
acquitted.

H.—Class IX . : (Gffenees affecting the PEnman Rody—Results of Trials.

Offences.

Murder (section 296)
Culpable homicide not amounting to murder (section 297) . .
Causing death by rash or negligent act (Section 298)
Attempt to murder (Section 300)
Concealment of birth (section 309)
Voluntarily causing hurt (Section 314) • * .
Caffsing hurt by means of dangerous weapons (section 315) . .
Causing grievous hurt (section 816)
Causing grievous hurt by means of dangSrous weapons (section 317) 
Voltintafily Causing hurt to deter public servant from his duty (section 323) 
Causing grievous hurt on grave and sudden provocation (section 326) 
Voluntarily confining any person (section 333)
Assault or use of criminal force otherwise than on grave provocation 

(section 348  ̂ * . .
Assaulting or using crhnmal force to a woman to outrage her modesty (section 

345) . .
Kidnapping (section 354) . .  ..
Kidnapping or abducting a woman tC compel marriage (section 357)
Rape (section 364) . .  . .  ' '
XJnnUtural offences (section 365) " .." ' ;.

No. of Persons ' No. pf Person
convicted. acquitted.

59 46
28 1

3 2
16 16
10 1

169 94
682 598
103 51
226 56

14 —

1 ____

6 1

6 2

22 17
11 7
2 17

20 17
1 _

    
 



A á CEYLON a d m in is t r a t io n  REPORTS FOR 1917. [Part III.

l.-*^lass X . ; Offences Against Pfpperty—Results of TriMs,
-i Offences.

Theft (section 3^7)
Theft of cattle or prsedial produce (seption 368)
Iheft in dwelling house (section 369)

, Theft by clerk of servant (section 370)
Extortion (section 373) . .  ”
Robbery (section 380)
Causing hurt in OOmmitting robbery (section 382}
Robbery ydth attempt to CaUse death or grievous hurt (section 383)
C iiin^rbreach of trust (section 389)
Criminal breach of trust by carrier, &C. (section 390)
Criminal breach of trust by clerk or servant (section 391)
Criminal breach of trust by public servant, &c. (section 392)
DidlOhestly receiving stolen property fenowing it  to be stolen (section 394)
Cheating by personation (Section 402)
Cheating and inducing delivery of property (section 403)

-Mischief (section 409)
Mischief by fir© (sections 418 and 41®)
Criminal trespass (section 433)
HoUse^trespass (section 484)
HoUse-trespass to commit offence punishable with imprisonment (section 437) 
HousCTbreaking to commit oflence puhishable with imprisottment (section 440) 
HoUse-breaking by night (section 44^^
House-breaking by night after preparation for causing hurt (section 444)
Possession of house-breaking implements or offensive weapons (section 449)..

'Persons No. of Persons
rioted. acquitted.

40 U
16 ... 6

313 171
,20 2

3 2
195 144
118 84
18

1 -
2 , , _
9 17
1 • .

25 . 4
1
8 3

26 2
33 14
13 U
2 2

17 .. 7
59 2l

252 122
8 • • ^
2 • • »1̂

J.—Class XI. : Offences relating to Document! and Propetty.Marks-^Results of Trials,
i

OHenoes.

Forgery*(sectiOn 454)
Forgery*(sections 466 and 457)
Using as genuine forged document (Section 459) 
Fraudulently destroying a Vdll, &c. (section 466)

No. of Persons No. of Persons 
convicted.* acquitted.

1 ..
21 . . .  '6  •
4 .-.
1 . . .  1*

K.—*Olass X I I . : Offences affecting the Reputation of Persons—Results of Trials.
•Offices,

Defamation (section 480)

N«. of Persons No. of Ìersona 
convicted. acquitted.

1 ... 2

L,'*i-Class X III. : Offences calculated to  cause Intimidation, Insult, or Annoyance— R̂esuSfcs of Trials.
Offences.

Criminal intimidatioK (section 486}

No. of Persons 
convicted. 

Id

No. of Persons 
acquitted.

. 1

M.—Gla$s X ¥ . : Offences, against the Revenue Laws—Results of Trials.
Offences. No. of Persons No. of Persons

convicted. acquitted,
OffeUies under the Post Ofdoe Ordinance, No. 11 of 1908 . .  . .  No oOnunittals.
‘@flences*uiider*-tbe Opium Ordinance, N o. 5 of 1910 . .  . .  No Committals.

N.—̂Number of Offences tried by Village Tribunal? during 1917 and the Quinquennial Period
ending 1916.

Year.
Breaches of 

Village 
Counpjl 
Rules.

Assaults. Thefts. Malicious
Injtlries.

Cattle
Trespass.

Main­
tenance, &o.

Amicably 
settled in 

Court.
Total

decided.

1912 . . 49,435 6,267 6.310 1,069 2,478 102 11,067

*

70,728

1913 .. 41,309 6.817 6,383 1,046 2,455 104 9,586 67,700
1014 . . 33,750 6.972 5,789 1,257 4,223 -AV 9,061 61,052
1915 . . 31,816 7,400 6,695 1,213 5,011 11,053 63,187
1916 . . 31,700 8,014 6,754 1,224 4,292 1»,089 63,073
1917 . . 31,767 7,902 6,369 1,379 4,919 -*f>* 12,639 64,875

    
 



J u d i c i a l .] JODIOIAL STATISTICS. A 5

0.—Statement stowing the Number of Persons on whom-Sentences of Death and of Imprisonment 
-have been passed in the different Courts' ditjiag each Year Of the 

Decennial Period ending 1917.

Sentences.
4»

1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 1914. 1916. 1016. 1917.

Not exceeding 2 Weelss 3,146 3.339 2 , 9 4 3 3,046 3,176 3,159 3,436 3,969 3,306 3,160
Do." 1 m<>nth 2,290 2 , 2 7 9 1,873 2,142 2,048 2,423 2*615 3,232 2,700 2,608

3 months 1,223 1,190 1,231 1,394 1.765 1,924 2,121 2.690 2.373 2,215
l)o* 6 months 93^ 909 761 997 981 914 1.092 2,731 1,200 1 , 1 4 4
Bo, 1 year 393 432 466 4 3 2 387 424 415 1,323 562 664
Do. 2 years 289 314 282 218 226 2 0 6 234 996 3 4 9 381
Do, 3 years 62 86 84 82 72 62 72 158 06 75
Do. 4 years 7 2 7 2 64 55 70 68 54 202 8 2 86
D(f. 5 years 60 ?6 67 49 40 32 4 3 74 3 2 26

Between 6 and 10 years 92 106 66 69 91 38 5 9 160 49 78
Over lO years • • • • 16 11 6 14 18 7 26 154 23 16
To be hanged 46 48 35 50 48 46 . 5 4 156 48 58

P.—Number of Persons sentenOed to different forms of Punishment by Police Comts during 
each Year of the Decennial Period ending 1917. .

* Nature of Punishment. 1908. 1909.
Jan. 1, 
1910,to 
June 30, 

1911.

July 1, 
1911, to 
June 3 0 ,

1 9 1 2 .
1912. 1913. 1914. 1015. 1916. 1017,

Pine 25,043 27,306 33,176 27,579 27,396 26,377 28,670 30,728 31,125 31,391
Fine and simple imprisonment. 62 28 99 80 108 116 117 707 165 207
Fine and rigO£o\is imprisoUmmit 2 2 7 206 267 301 322 188 175 252 , 248 301
Simple imprisonment only 196 168 181 165 171 167 207 259 190 221
Bigorous imprisonment only .. 3,087 2,756 3,997 3,857 4,960 4 , 3 0 0 4,730 4,686 4 , ^ 4,243
Bound over . .  ' 1,041 903 769 868 704 585 659 709 710 508
Whipping of juvenile offenders 005 614 624 004 538 564 693 934 837 720

Q,—Statement of the  Number of Persons convicted once and oftener during each Ye^r 
‘ * of the Decennial Period ending 19l7.

Prisons. 1908. 1909, 1910, M il. 1912. 1913. 191^ 1015. 1010- fWV.

Not previously Convicted 
Convicted once before 
Convicted twice before 
Convicted thrice before 
Con-victed oftener before

6,79$
1,042

340
190
240

7,221
973
287
145
214

6,277
9 2 1

320
1 3 4

m

6,989
908
3Ì4
131
106

7,706 
.  995 

358 
100 
212

7.442
1,120

349
107
235

8,267
1,229

346
168
221

13,273
1,070

436
223
243

8,919
1,332

380
164
180

8 , 4 7 7
1,280

349
1 0 4
241

Total . . 8,621 8,840 7,836 .8,538 9,421 9,303 10,221 10,745 10,989 10,511

The annual average for the period 1912 to December 31i’ 1917, stands as foBows 
.* Prisoners.

Not previously convicted 
•  Convicted once before 

Convicted twice before
Convicted thrice before . ,.
Convicted oftener than thrice before ..

80-U
12-2
S'?
1’6
2-3

Total lOd-0

Males
Females

I90à. 1900* 1910. 1911. 1912.
2 , 9 4 9  . .2 ,9 0 8  ..2,717 ..2,055 ..^,650 

47 . .  83 . .  54 .. 55 .. SI

to 1917.
1913» 1014. 1016. 1016.

* ♦ 
1017.

.,2 ,682 . ,  2,756 . . 4,556 . .  4,467 • . 3,652

. .  59 . .  62 . . 86 ..  76 . 60

S.-r-Glassification according to Race of Persons sentenced to Imprisonment during each Year of
the Period 1908 to 1917.

1908. 1909. 1910. 1011. 1012. 1913. 1914 1915, 1916. 1917.

Sinhalese 6,267 6,261 5,110 0,602 5,680 6,096 6,484 10,076 6,363 6,624
Tamils* • 1,977 2,129 2,182 2,406 2,959 3,414 3,723 3,568 3,495 3,046
Moors* 630 . 016 480 504 ' 666 666 609 893 862 751
Malays * .. -6 0 81 47 66 04 65 55 61 64 40
Burghers 33 36 44 47 49 79 75 104 84 52
Europeans* .. _ 18 14 14 20 181 18 47 51 18 28
Others * "■ 126 212( 163 196 261| 130 347 206] 2461 206

* tin d er these heads are inojuded n o t on ly th e  resident population , but, in the case of “  Tamils ” and “  M oors,” 
im m i^ants from  South India, and, in  the case of “  Europeans,” tem porary sojourners answering to that description 
arriving here from  different parts o f the world.
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T.—^Results of Appeals from Judgments of District Courts in Criminal Oasesv
A p p e a ls  i y  A c c u se d  P a r t ie s . 1916. 1917.

Convictions affirmed 206 . . 211
Convictions varied while sentences were maintained .. 10 ... 18
Convictions set e îde 21 39
Sentences reduced or varied 11 ... 14
Cases sent hack for new trial 3 .. 7
Appeals withdrawn — 1

A p p e a ls  b y  the A tto rn e y -G e n e ra l.

Acquittals set aside and cases sent back for new trial 1 1
Appeals dismissed . .  ..  ’ Ö 2
Appeals withdrawn — 3

FÜRTHEH STATISTICS.

I.—Table ahoiHng the amber of Suixmxary Oonviotioas for various dassea of Ofiences, and the 
kinds of Tunishments inflicted, durii^ the Period Of one yeaf beginning January 1, I9l7,

and ondnig December 31, 1917.
(Municipal Courts eXcepted.)

PUpuhnaiCats.

Total 
Number of 

QSeaces 
fea^ Case 
being reck­
oned as an 
Offence).

Assaults 
and other 
Offences 
against 
Person.

Theft and 
other Offen. 
ces against 
Property.

Cattle
Steal­
ing.

Offences 
against the 
Revenue 
and other 

Laws elat­
ing to the 
Social Eco­

nomy of the 
Colony.

Offices 
against the a 

Masters and 
Servants Acts, 
ineluding Laws 

relating to 
In d i^  
Coolies.

O ther
OflÉôûces.

•

•

Ffaie , . 27.8(16 $16 802 él 13,343 279. 12,565
Fine »ad  imprisonment “  . . 1Ó7 73- 8 2 . 19 2 63
ifne and rigorous imprisonment 267 86 39 26 13 7 86
Simple imprisonment bnly 201 16 22 __A 27 68 79
R^tarous im^isoameali only .. 3,691 428 1,561 116  ̂ 168 808 . 521
Bound Over .. 471 92 75 — 74 16 214
Whipping juvenile offenders ..  
Released under First Offenders

636 —t — 636
Act — --- — ___ 126

O^erwise det^t •vrith 126 -r- —•

Total ... 33,286 1,810 2,497 171 13,644 i.^70 14,290

It.—Comparative StMiement nhondng the Number of OKOoces, Appreh^sions» Convictions,
and Acquittals for the last Six Years.

1911. 1912. 1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917.

77,999 78,466 78,239 82,609 82,920 81,434 82,092

87,363. 85,679 82,850 86,417 87,200 $4,238 83,434

2,618
2,823

279
27,356

2,667
3,646

287
28,131

2,251
2,844
"l72

27,458

2,260
3,023

206.
30,116

3,265
2,002

282
33,089

1,962
3,025

332
82,732

1,983
1 ,608

258
33,981

32,976 34,631 32,725 35,694 38,638 38,051 ' 37,828

^ 440* 
264* 

11* 
2l8*

445*
276*

9*
228*

363*
240*

12*
181»

419*
l66*

9*
253*

489*
328*

36*
73*»

377*
403

18*
51*

. •

, 371* 
416*
_*

57*

923* 967* 796* 837* 923* 849* 843*

762*
35,746

570*
34,739

439*
34,316

467*
33,823

644»i
32,248

. 519* 
29,286

434*
31,108

The number of oases instituted in  thO 
Police .Courts (intruding Muni« 
Courts)*

The number <of pM^ons apprehended by  
the policé or Summoned befóte the 

, M t^tratea (including Municipal 
M altratos)

The number Of auinmary convictions *
1, For offences against the person..
2, For o^ences against property . .
3. For cattle stealing . ,
4. For other Offences

’ Total . .
The number of convictions in the 

_ Superior Courts ;—
' 1. For offences against the person..

2. For offences against property • ■
3. For cattle stealing
4. For other offences

Total . .
The number of persons acquitted :—

1. In the Superior Courts
2. ÏU the Inferior Courts

* Incltidea Only serious crime*

    
 



tttmoial ] ju d ic ia l  sta tistic s . . A 7
TTT .^—̂ Return showing the Nimjher of Civil auij Criioiiial Cases disposed of under the Village Communities

Ordinance during the Year 1917.
• Western

Pro­
vince.

Central 
. Fro- 

vinoe.

South­
ern
Pro­

vince,

North-
Western

Pro­
vince.

North­
ern
Pro­

vince.

Eastern
pro­

vince.

North-
Central

Pro*
vinoe.

pro­
vince of 

®Va.

Pro­
vince of 
Sahtua- 
gamuwa.

Total.

Pending oni January 1,1 Civil ...

V

m 61 173 341 t f 91 165 123 146

. ■'*1 

1,252
1917 I Criminal 625 209 l,7 l9 616 n 467 ‘ 337 340 '617 4,936

Instituted during the ^ iv i l 3,819 4,804 6.664 8,487 l,04fi 7,216 2,509 2,848 2,866 46,232
period I Criminal 91,744 9,761 17,821 12,260 987 7,212 2,742 3,500 11,970 87,997

C Civil .. 3,974 4,856 6,737 8,828
12,876

1,067 7,307 2,744 2,971 3,0ll 41,484
iovai nujnoer oi cases.. ( nriminpl 22,369 9,970 19,540 1,004 7,669 3,079 2,840 12,587 92,933
Decisions

1,975 2,416 34,744f Money 3,312 4,131 6,296 7,086 838 7,177 2,484
Civil . A Land . . — 73 08 62 $7 — 24 72 107 443

Ì Cattle Trespass 545 583 1,124 1,278 104 94 692 231 308 4,919
Breach of V. C. Rules 5,524 3,800 7,079 4,717 327 2,693 1,905 969 4,853 31,767
Irrigation 76 9 240 289 1 2 461 20 1,008
Assault 2,294 794 1,562 1,073 114 1,100 164 292 509 7,902
T heft.. 2,026” 474 l,O06 1,697 40 369, 91 158 608 6,369
Malicious Injury 383 164 241 254 20 76 37 94 420 1,379

• Vaccmation 1,686 75 392 185 - V - 293 3, - 79 427 3,140
Pphlio Nuisance 312 32 102 6 ____ 124 106 47 728
Cruelty to Animals 26 15 ^0 21 -fT— m 2 30 - 275

Criminal •< Cattle Disease 25 — 15 — 13 7 60
EirOaems 8 16 11 16 __ 2 10 176 91 329
Knives 13 ' 9 124 18 — 3 10 176
Schools 6,903 4,097 6,739 2,940 262 2,117 267 870 4,032 28,819
Ounces imder the '  -V

^thoroughfares Qrdi- r  ^
nanoe 489 25 227 318 - .T - 62 49 110 1,280

Sanitation 562 132 41 76 13 205 2 67 80 1,107
^Miscellaneous 1,480 164 320 611 162 276 68 25 480 3,485

Total Decisions 3,857
21,807

4,787
9,796

6,487
18,164

8,426
12,039

1,039
929

7,271
7,329

2,691
2,660

3,787
3,353

2,861
12,017

40,106
87,974

Amicable settlements i »  '

under section 30 in- I Civil ... 916 677 1,019 1,206 19 8,130 1,042 234 83 8 ,32®'
eluded \mder head i Criminal 2,961 1,295 1,709 1,846 163 2,663 , 1,168 521 . 323, 12,539:
“ Decisions ’* '

Appeals :
To Government Agent 5^
Civil 5 Confirmed 94 52 197 81 9 30 3 5 23 52 673

■ ‘ 1 Set aside 24 10 44 45 1 4 4 18 12 162

0 ^ { i ^  ::
214 158 262 186 16 21 48 61 84 1,060

41 38 34 66 6 8 4 21 16 232
From Governmei^ Agents to 

Governor in Executive COimcil ;— *•
Civil ( Confirmed 3 4 21 11 — 1 7 — 1 48

■ ■ X Set aside — — 2 5 — -t — -ITV — 7

::
12 7 26 7 1 1 1 1 4 69
2 1 0 4 1 — — 1 15

Pending onDeeember 31, ( Civil .. 117 68 260 402 18 36 163 184 160 -,■1,378
1917 I Criminal 562 l74 1,380 836 76 340 629 487 670 4,969
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J udicial.] JUDICIAL statistics. A 9
*

V.—̂Statement Eliowing the Number of Suits instituted und disposed of in the District Courts of ' 
the Island during the Period beginnii^ January 1, 1917, and

__ T»____ im r»ending December 31, 1917.

D istrict Courts.
>f >»

*

Pending on 
J a n u à iy  1, 

1917.

Suits 
instituted  
or restored 
during the  

Period,

T otal.

Number 6 f Cases disposed of.

Pending on 
December 
31 .1 9 1 7 ,On

Svidenee.

Saits  
otherwise 

disposed Of, 
i .e . ,  b y  

Adm issions, 
Defaults,&e,

Total
Number of 

Suite
disposed of.

»

A nm iadhapura 8 38 4 6 2 4 32 14
B ad u U a . , 39 88 127 26 5 3 $6 42

D a tt io a lo a  . . 73 165 2 3 8 43 1 3 9 ' 182 56
C hilaw 1 5 9 264 4 2 3 Z l 211 248 176
C olom b o . . 3.O0ft 2 ,675 5 ,6 8 1 ■ 479 1 ,9 2 3 2,402 3 ,2 7 9
G alle 851 93$ 1 ,7 9 9 650 155 814 985
H a t to n  . i 44 57 101 10 52 62 3 9
J a ffn a 3 7 3 934 1 ,2 0 7 1 7 0 735 9 l4 293
H a lu ta ra  . . 6 l 0 680 1 ,0 9 0 372 174 5 4 5 644
K a n d y .3 4 2 828 1 ,170 402 8 8 7 789 381
R e g a lia  . . 223 290 513 229 ' 154 3 8 3 130
R urU negala 426 385 811 16$ 2 4 0 403 4 0 8
M annar . 2 4 23 47 j. ---- 2 8  , 2 8 19
H a ta ia 456 613 969 256 2 7 8 534 4 3 6
M u U a itt iy a . . . 6 15 2 0 3 15 18 2
N eg o m b e  . . 305 719 1 ,0 2 4 431 863 794 2 3 0
N u w a ra  R liy a 59 34 93 8 6 3 61 32
P u tta la m  . .  ’ « I 161 202 154 2 156 4 6
H atnapU ra . . 148 208 356 96 81 177 179
T a a g a lla  . . 3 7 73 1 1 0 6$ 29 82 28
T rin oom alee

»
10 45 55 4 46 60 6

T ota l •• 7 ,0 4 9 9,033 1 6 ,0 8 2 3 .612 6 ,1 4 8 8,760 7 ,322

VI,-—T&ble shotrii^ the Numbei of Cases disposed of out of those entered ou the Tfial Roll 
of the Distinct Ijourts of the Island during the Period beginrang" January I* 1917,

and ending December 31, 1917.

p is tr ie t  Coarta.
Pending on 
January l ,  

1917.

Cases 
entered on 

th e  B o ll  
during th e  

Period,

Total Cases 
for Adjudi* 

cation.

Cases 
decided on 
Evidence..

Cases 
otherwise ' 

disposed pf.

Pending o n  
Decem ber 
31, 1917.

A n uradhapura 2 12 14 7 3 4
B a d u lla 8 64 62 2 6 24 J 2
R a ttic a lo a 16 67 73 43 27 3  ••
C hilaw 35 8 8 123 37 4 5 4 0
C olom bo 893 1 ,242 2 ,1 3 5 4 7 9 676 1,081
G alle 81 470 551 301 66 1 $ 4
R a ttû n 2 2 5 27 10 11 6
Jaffn a ., 75 3 9 8 473 179 234 6 0
R a lu ta r a 130 6 3 $ 663 372 174 117
K a n d y 163 384 637 307  • 79 151
K e g a u a 100 220 $20 2 2 0 73 18
K u ru n eg a la • 94 2 1 7 $11 168 52 96
M an n ar 1 5 6 ■ 4 2
M a ta ra 149 501 650 2 5 6 278 116
M u lla it t iv « ---, 4 4 $ I __
N eg o m b o 61 179 2 4 0 178 , 6 56
N u w a ra  E liy a 5 11 16 8- 5 3
P u tta la m  , > ♦ . 11 ■ 23 34 28 2 4
B a tn a p u r a 21 211 2 3 2 96 81 5 5
T a n g a lla 6 80 85 53 29 S
T rin eo m a lee — 7 7 4 1 '2

T o ta l . . 1,842 4 .7 2 1 6 ,6 6 3 2 ,7 8 3 1,767 2 ,0 1 3

9(ni)18

    
 



A 10 CEYLOIÌ ADMINISTRATION REPORTS POR 1917. [P a e t  III.

7II.-Statement sixowing the Number of Suits instituted and disposed of in the Courts of Requests of the 
laland dUiing the Period beginning January 1, 1917, and ending December 31, 1917*'

Courts o i R equests.
P ending on  
January 1, 

191Y.

In stitu ted  
dm ing the  

Period. ^
T otal.

Humber o f Cases d isposed  of. •

Fending on 
D ecem ber  
31 , 1917.

On
•Evidence.

Otherwise 
disposed  
o f, i.e ., by  
Adm ission  

or b y  
D efault.

T otal.

106 426 6 3 1 71 3 8 6 456

••

75
64 395 459 22 377 399 60
45 339 384 24 2 6 9 2 9 3 91
90 4 3 9 529 78 418 4 9 0 33

I 6 l 729 890 77 092 709 ’ 121
Oi 4 6 2 663 49 4 3 4 483 70

506 &73 64 4^ 6 4 8 0 93
m 5 ,6 7 2 5 ,9 1 7 1,631 3 ,6 6 6 5 ,2 9 7 620
26* 352 616 201 3 0 9 570 46

82 359 441 78 2 7 8 350 8 8
320 637 957 96 017 713 244
104 516 619 89 4 2 6  . 516 104

6 113 11« 4 108 112 4
7S 227 305 25 221 240 5^
48 398 446 16 875 390 56

182 597 779 45 695 640 139
64 331 385 30 324 364 31
$4 i 217 261 60 167 217 34

100 3 0 0 409 84 136 269 140
106 7 4 7 852 57 082 739 113
138 608 646 158 387 545 * 101

8*? 469 546 67 428 495 SJ
828 675 1 ,0 0 3 117 720 • 837 1 6 6
178 645 823 • 1 9 1 ' 467 668 165
2 5 3 5 4 0 802 126 468 5S4 *!218

40 3 2 5 365 — 326 320 3 9
79 410 489 27 344 371 • 118
93 493 6 8 6 37 441 478 108

111 382 493 28 341 309 124
268 532 800 212 3 2 3 535 265 -

21 203 2 2 4 2 9 1 7 4 203 21
418 1,204 1 ,6 1 7 1% 9 9 5 1,072 645

81 165 236 20 179 199 37
104 692 886 58 071 729 167

4 4 280 324 33 207 240 84
61 210 271 1 2 0 4 205 6 6
78 517 695 134 383 517 78
4 9 330 379 46 307 353 26

285 584 869 105 5 0 4 ^ 0 9 260
60 377 427 48 . 3 1 6 304 63
26 289 315 17 262 279 36

5,180 2 3 ,578 . 2 8 ,7 0 8 4,321 19 ,441 23,762
#

4,946

Anuradhapura
A v issa w elia
B a d u lla
B a la p it iy a
Batticaloa
C havakacboheri . .  _
C h ilaw  aftd Marawha
C olom bo
D a n d a g a m u w a
G allo  . .
G allo  (A d d ition a l) ^
G am p ola  and N a w a la p itiy a
BAmboUtOta
H a tto n
J a fflia
JekSna (A d d ition a l)
K a lm u n a l
K a lu ta ra
K a lu ta ra  (A d d ition ed | 
K a n d y
K a n d y  (A dditional)
K a y ts
K e g a lla
Kurunogala
Kurunogala (A dditional
M annar
M allak am
M a ta le
Matura
M atura (A d d itio n a l)  
M ulla ittivu ;
N eg o m b o  
N u w a ra  Elijra 
P an ad u re
P a n w ila  and  U ru g a la  
P a sy a la  
P o in t  P ed ro  
P u tta la m
R a tn a p u ra  a n d  R a k w a n a
T a n g a lla
T rin co m a lee

T p ta l
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J udicial.] JUDICIAL STAtlSTICS. A 15

REPORT OF THE CROWN COUNSEL, WESTERN CIRCUIT, FOR THE YEAR 1917.

I  HAVE the honour to submit return of cases disposed of in the Western Circuit during the year 
1917, and to report ns follows

1. Table A is a return of cases referred to Crown Counsel in the Western Circuit from the year 
1908 to 1917. Thè number of cases committed for trial before the Supreme Court and District Courts, 
in 1917 were 118 and 600 respectively, and shows tha t the decrease noticed in previous years is being 
maintained. The total numbet- of cases dealt with by Çrown Counsel in 1917 was 862, as against 874 
in 1916 and 840 in 1915.

2. Table B deals with the cases tried by the Supreme Cohrt in 1917, while Table C deals more 
fuUy wiôi the cases of homicide tried by the Supreme Court in 1917. There has been a slight increase 
over 1916 in the number of cases and persons tried, the number of cases in which convictions were obtained 
as well as the number of persons convicted, while the number of acquittals has decreased from 32 in 
1916 to 18 in 1917. A decrease in unnatural crimes will be noticed. An increase over 1916 in cases of 
homicide will also be noticed, but when compared with the figures of the past eight years, the general 
decrease has been maintained. In 1917 28 persons were convicted of murder, as against 18 in 1916 and 
33 in 1915. Thirty persons were found gtiilty of offences of homicide not amounting to murder, as against 
31 in 1916 and 44 in 1915.
• 3. Table D shoys the number of cases tried and disposed of in Western Circuit by the Supreme

• Court and District Courts from 1908 to 1917. In  1917 114 cases were disposed of, as against 166 iu 1916 
and 140 in 1915. The general decrease is being mamtainCd. With regard to cases tried by the District 
Courts, there is an appreciable decrease in the cases tried in 1917, as against those disposed of in 1916. 
714 cases were disposed of by the Supreme Court and District Corffts in 1017, as against 776 in 1916, 669 
in 1915, and 806 in 19Ô8.

4. * Table E deals with the District Court trials in the Western Circuit in 1917, These figures when 
compared with Ihose of 1916 show an increase in cases of theft and house-breaking. Cases of robbery 
appear to be normal. Cases mvolving violence to the person show a slight decrease on the Whole.

5. T^ble P  deals with the cases tried by the variouS'Distriet Courts in the Western Circuit. Ih e  
’ total number of cases is 600. An increase in the number of cases tried will be noticed with regard to

Kalulara and Ruttalam.
6. Table G shows that in 1917 920 persons were tried by the District Courts, 266 acquitted, 

634 persons convicted, and 2 otherwise dealt with. A general decrease compared with last year’s figures 
wiU be noticed. "i.

7. Table H deals with certain cases tried of consent in the Police Courts within the WestOm 
Circuit* There were 990 cases and 1,309 persons charged., 457 eases ended in convictions, while 452 
persons were convicted. 482 cases ended in acquittals, and 767 persons were acquitted. A gmieral 
decrease compared with last year!s figurés will be noted.

R. F. DIAS,
Colombo, April 22, 1918. Crown Counsel.

A.—^Return of Cases referred to the Crown CouQsel in the Western Circuit from
1908 to 1917.

•
,\

Year.

Number of Cases 
committed for Trial

r ----A— --------------,
Before Before 

Supreme District 
Court. Courts.

Number 
of Cases 

referred to 
Police 
Courts.

Number in
which Accused Number of 
were directed Cases 

to be conipounded 
discharged.

Total.
Number 

pending at 
the end of 

Year.

1908 . . 160 691 . 43 . 72 . . 51 . . 1,017 80
1909 175 . . 688 . . 11 . 64 . . 61 . . 999 48
January 1,1910, to 

June 30,1911. . 187 .. 1,000 , 28 . 43 . . 43 . . 1,341 . .  - 6 8
July 1, 1911, to 

June 30, 1912.. 144 .. 518 . 48 56 . . 23 . . 789 21
1912 (January Ito  

December 31) , . 128 . . , 477 . 33 44 . . 28 . . 710 17
1913 112 .. 509 . 28 58 . . 51 . . 758 15

1914 131 .. 526 . 35 . 74 . . 47 . . 813 . .  37

1915 * 149 .. 565 . 19 . 67 . . 40 840 40

1916 104 .. 673 . 30 . 26 . . 41 -, 874 46

1917 118 , . 600 . 15 . 52 . . 41 . . 862 46

    
 



A  16 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS EOR 1917.

B.—Supreme Court Trials in the Western drouit for the Year 1917.

[Part III.

Offence.
Number

of
Cases.

Number
of

Persons.

Number 
of Cases 
in which 
a Convie» 
tion was 
obtained.

Number
of

Persons
oon-

viotedj

Number 
of Cases 
in which 
all the 

Accused 
were

acquitted.

Number 
of persons 
acquitted.

Number 
of Cases

■with­
drawn.

1
Number 
of Cases 
pending.

Abduction and rape, §§ 357, 364 18 24 f3 18 5 6
Attempt to commit murder, § 300 13 14 11 11 2 3 __ _ •i
Causing grievous hm-t by means

of dangerous weapons, § 317.. 3 6 3 4 — 2 . ^ __
Causing hurt, § 314 2 3 2 2 — 1 —
Forgery and using as genuine

forged documents, §§ 456, 459 8 17 ‘ 6 11 1 6 1
Homicide cases 60 73 60 __ _ 8 15 __ 2

(1) Murder, § 296 ---- ---- __ 28
(2) Ctilpable homicide pot 

amounting to minder,
§ 297 . . ---- ___ 13 ___ __ ___

(3) Causing hurt, § 314
(4) Causing grievous hurt

r __ — — 4 — — — —

means of dangerous
weapons, § 317 — — — 4 — — — ---  •

(5) Causing grievous hurt.
§316 . . __ _u. 1 __ - __ —

(6) Causing hurt, § 315 — — 1 — — __ —
(7) Causing grievous hurt oh 

grave and sudden pro-
vocation, § 326 

(8) Concealment of birth,
—— ---- 1 — —

•
-»—

§ 3 0 9  . .
House-breaking by night, theft,'

---- — — 1 — — *
—

robbery, and hurt, §§ 4 4 3 , 3 6 9 ,
380, 382 . , 7 12 4 7 2 5 *1

Unnatural offence, § 365 2 2 2 2 — —

Utterihg and possessing counter­
feit currency notes. Ordinance
No. 32 of 1884 3 3 3 3 — — — —

Making false entdes and criminal
breach Cf trust, §§ 4 6 6 A a n d  391 8 4 2 2 — 2 —

Total . . 118 158 ^6 118, 18 4 0 — 4

C.—-Table showihg Cases of Homicide tried in the Western Circuit from 1908 to 1917.
Persons Persons con-

Year. Cases. Persons. eonvioted vioted of lesser
of Murder. Offences.

1906 60 91 12 58 . .* 21
1909 68 91 29 39 23
January 1, 1910, to-

J\m0 3O,1911 79 103 20 47 36
July 1, 1911, to June

30,1912 61 82 21 43 18
1912 (January 1 to

December 31) 66 100 21 46 33.
19l3 51 . .  72 20 30 22
1914 72 84- 28 30 26
1915 78 112 33 44 35
1916 52 79 18 31' 30
1917 58 73 28 30 15

D.'—Cases tried and disposed of in the Western Circuit by the Supreme Court and District Courts
from 1908 to 1917.

Yean Supreme Court. !pistriot Courts. Total. •
1908 145 691 836
1909 ,  , 166 688 854
January 1,1910, to June 30,1911 186 960 .1,1^6
July 1, 1911, to June 3 0 ,l9 l2  . . 146 497 643
1912 (January 1 to December 31) 127 466 593
1913 114 509 623
1914 , , 130 482 •  612
1915 140 529 669
1916 103 673 776
1917 114 600 714
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E.—District Court Trials in the Western Circuit for the Year 1917..

Ofience.

Unlawful assembly 
Riot
Assault on public servants 
Giving or fabricating false evidence 
False statements 
False personation 
False dfiarge
Escapes and connected offences 
■Counterfeiting coin 
Concealment of birth 
Hxirt . .
Grievous tiurt
Causing hurt and grievous hurt by dangero 

weapons
Assault and criminal force 
Kidnapping 
Theft other than cattle or prsedial product 
Theft of cattle 
Theft of prsedial products 
Theft by servants 
Robbery . .
Crimin al misappropriation 
Receiving stolen property 
Cheating , .
Mischief . ,
House^trespass 
House-breaking, &c.
House-trespass and house-breaking to 

commit offences 
Other offences •

o Total

Number Number , , „  , , Number of Number of 
Number of Number of pa-gons Persona

of of Persons pendingCases. Persons. acquitted. convicted, disposed of. Trial
6 . 46 . 23 . . 23 . • — . ---
5 . 29 13 .. 16 — . ---
3 . 6 — 6 • • ---
7 7 2 .. 5 • . —
1 . 1 1 . . --- . » --- . ----
4 4 2 • 2
1 . 1 1 • ---
5 19 14 .. 5 •
2 . 2 1 . . 1 . —
1 . 1 — 1 . .  — . —
6 . 24 . 13 . . 11 . .  — . -- -

14 . 14 . — 14 . .  — •

74 . 102 . 16 . . 85 . .  — • 1
9 . 9 . 2 . . 6 • , 1
8 . 11 . 1 . . 10 . .  — • . -- -

101 . 114 . 13 . . 98 . • — • . 3
18 . 26 . 6 . . 20 . .  — •
4 . 4 . — 4 • •
6 . 6 . 3 . . 3 . . ---

66 . 126 . 44 . . 77 . .  — . S
29 . 33 . 8 . . 24 . .  — 1

4 . 5 . 2 . . 3 . .  — • ---
8 . 16 . 6 . . 9 . .  1 . ---

16 . 19 7 . . 11 1 • ---
6 . 11 5 . . 6 . .  — . . ---

98 . 166 06 . , 98 . .  ^ 3

54 . 76 19 . . 55 . .  — 1
44 . 63 . 11 40 . .  — 2

600 920 .266 634 2 18

F.—-Humber of Cases tried in the District Courts of the Western Circuit from 1908 to 1917.
Year. Colombo. Negpmbo. Kalutara. Chilaw. Futtalam. Ratnapura. Total.
1908 324 . 103 146 .. 47 26 . 45 691
1909 326 . 91 . 127 . . 49 24 71 . . 688
January 1, 1910, to June 30,

1911 472 . 57 246 . . 83 24 38 . . 960
July 1,1911, to June 30, 1912.. 282 . 37 102 . . 28 11 29 . . 489
1912 (January 1 to December 31) 269 . 40 104 .. 26 9 2$ . . 466
1913 .» 309 . 44 . 89 . , 25 12 ■ . 30 . . 609
1914 g22 . 39 . . 146 . . 31 9 . 35 . . 482
1916 277 . 55 . 135 . . 54 9 . 38 . . 568
1916 291 . 66 . 194 .. 61 9 . 18 . . 629
1917

•
260 . 62 . 207 . . 64 16 . 1 . . 600

G.—^Return of Criminal Cases tried by the District Courts ill the Western Circuit for thè Year 1917.
Colombo. Negombo. Kalutara. Chilaw. Puttalam. Batnapura. •  Total.

Number of cases 260 . 62 * 207 . . •54 16 . 1 . . 600
Number of persons 339 . . 131 . . 323 . . 87 32 . 8 . . 920
Nmnber of persons acquitted .. 69 . 63 . 103 . . 19 14 8 . . 266
Number of persons convicted . . 265 . 76 . . 214 .. 65 15 . . —* 534’
Number of persons otherwise

disposed of ... / • ■ 1 . . --- . . ---  . . -- - 1 . . --- 2
Number of persons pending

trial 4 . 3 . 6- . . 3 2 . 18

H.—’Police Court Trials in Cattlo Stealing Cases, H urt with Knife, and Cases tried by Consent in the
Western Circuit for the Year 1917.

c
Offence.

Humber of case® * . .
Number of persons . .
Number of cases in which a conviction was Obtained 
Number of persons convicted  ̂ . .
Number of Cases iif which aU the accused Were acquitted 
Number of persons acquitted 
Number of eases pending

Cattle Hurt with Offences
Stealing Knife tried by Total.
(§ 368). (§ 315). Consent.

299 656 . .  35 990
461 807 41 1,309

92 332 33 457
133 373 36 452
190 290 2 482
328 434 5 767

17 34 * • • ♦ 51
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REPORT OF THE CROWN COUNSEL, MIDLAND CIRCUIT, -FOR THE YEAR 1917.
I  HAVE the honour to submit return of cases disposed of in the Midland Circuit during the year 

1917, and to report as follows :— ’ ^
1. Table A, a return of cases submitted to Crown Counsel'shows to  mcjcease in the to ta l number 

of cases, as compared with previous years since July, 1911. There is a slight increase in the number of 
cases conunitted to the Supreme Court, and the number of cases committed to the District Court is the 
largest since 1911.

2. Table B, a return of cases tried in the Supreme Court, shows tha t out of a total of 50 persons 
charged with culpablU homicide, 16 wefe convicted of murder, 9 of culpable homicide not amounting to 
murder, and 2 of causing death by rash or negligent act. Table 0, dealing with cases of homici(fe since 
1908, shbws a slight increase both in the number of cases and the number of persons charged, as compared 
with the previous year.

3. Table D is a return of cases disposed of by the Supreme and District Courts, and shows an 
increase as compared with previous years since 1911.

4. Table E, giving details with regard to cases tried in the District Courts of the circmt, shows 
that the largest number were cases of house-breaking and robbery. Out of a total of 350 cases, in which 
658 persons were charged, 335 persons were convicted, and 39 are awaiting trial.

5. Tables.F apd G, relating to cases tried in the District Courts, show, as pointed out above, 
that the total number ̂ of cases colnmitted to the District Courts is  the largest since the year 1911, and, 
consequently, with the exception of Kandy and Nuwara Ehya, each of the courts show an increase 
in the number of cases tried, as compared with the previous year.

6. Table H, a return of cases of cattle stealing and hurt with knife, tried in the Police Courts, 
shows that out of a total Pf 408 persons charged with cattle stealing in 195 cases, only 71 persons weje 
convicted, tod th a t out of a  total of 424 persons charged with causing hurt with a knife, only 154 were 
convicted.

W. E. BARBER,
Kandy, April 28,1918. Crown Counsel.

A.-*Retum of Cases referred to the Crown Counsel, Midland Circuit, from 1908 to 1917.

Year.

Number of Cases 
committed for Trial

j.__
Number 

referred to 
Police 
Courts,

Number 
in which Number •

•
Number
pendinu/-----

Before
Swreme
C»urt.

Before
District
Comts.

accused were 
directed to be 

discharged.

coiu-
poimded.

Total.
•

at the 
end *f 
Year.

1Ô08 .. 114 . . 323 . .  24 78 . . 64 . . 603 . .  31
1909 . .
January 1, 1910, tO June

103 .. 361 . .  24 56 . . 45 . . 589 . .  41

30,1911
July l i  1911, to June 30,

114 .. 493 . .  40 66 . . 76 .. 789 . .  20

1912 . . 95 . . 249 . .  U 34 . . 20 .. 409 . .  15
1912 {January 1 to Decern-

253
_

her 31) .* i l l  . . . .  « 37 . , 17 .. 426 . .  29
1913 .. 124 . . 259 9 37 . . 21 .. 460 . .  20
1914 .. , 81 . . 231 6 20 . . 9 . . 347 . .  40
I9lft . . 147 . . 283 3 19 . . 6 .. 468 . .  26
1916 90 .. 299 . .  10 28 . . 16 . . 443 . .  37
1917 94 .. 351 8 23 . . 24 5\0 . .  20

B.—Supreme Court Trials in the Midland Circuit during the Year 1917.

Offence.
1g o

%

O m

l i .

A•M 2 fl'öo2.2 SU
I^P§ OQ § ® iS ® rf) **  s" s

I I I
= | i l
O III

ilS  5
p t

'S ^
^ ® _s
■ il  3 

». 
izi

Abduction and rape, §§ 367, 364 
Attempt to commit murder, 1 300

12 14 7 9 5 5 - „ -
10 1% 7 9 3 3 — ----

Cheating, § 403 .. 1 1 1 1 ___ —
ÎTsing criminal force, § 345 1 1 1 1 1 __ — — —

Criminal intimidation, § 486 . , 1 1 1 • 1 ..._ __ — —
Forgery and using as genuine forged docu­

ments, §§̂  456, 469 8 17 6 9 Y 8 _ _,
Somioide eases 39* 50 28 __ 10 IS — 1

(1) Murder, § 296 ___ 16 — —
(2) Culpable homicide not amounting to

mdrder, § 297 . .  . . — __ , 9 --- ■
(3) Causing death by rash and negligent

act, § 298 --- 2 — ---' '
(4) Grievous hUrt, § 317 • ---- 4 — — '—
(6) Causing hurt, § 314 •-- - 4 — —

House-breaking by night, theft, <feo„ §§ 443,
35

’
368, &c. 15 T 1 9 42 4 2

Making false entries, § 4 6 6 a , & c . 1 1 1 1 — j—.. -- -
TJimatural offence, § 366 1 1 1 1 — 1 —
Uttering and possessing counterfeit 

currency notes 5 5 2 2 3 3 — —

Total .. 94 180 64 111 27 69^ — 3

inoiading two cases transferred ffem Northern Circuit
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C.—^Table showing Cases of Homicide tried in the Midland Circuit from 1908 to 1917.

A 1»

e
Year.

•
Cases. Persons.

T3 „ J>6rsons 
PersoM convicted 

convicted of
Murder. offences.

Persons
acquitted

1908 54 75 24 26 25
1909 44 50 11 26 14
January 1, 1910, to June 30, 1911 64 74 18 44 12
July 1, 1 9 1 1 , to June 30, 1912 43 52 21 23 8
1912 (January 1 to December 31) 50 56 15 32 ; 9
1913 67 . .  4 76 19 34 . 23

.. 1914 . .  . . 35 ■ . . .  ̂ 48 12 24 12
1915 . . 64 • . . .  .82 33 24 25
1916 36 41 14 14 13
1917 . .  " 39 . .  60 16 19 15

D.»—Cases tried and disposed of in. the Midland Circuit by the Supreme Court and District Courts-
_ ij from 1908 to 1917.

Year. Supreme Court. District Courts. Total.
1908 . . 118 298 á l l
1909 . 99 361 460
January 1, 1910, to June 30, 1911 1 1 4 476 589
July 1, 1911, to June 30, 1912 89 239 328
1912 (January 1 to December 31).. 110 242 352
1913 121 259 380
1914 75 212 287
1915 143 264 407
1916  ̂ . . 87 299 386
1917 •• 91 351 442

E.— ^Distriot Court Trials in the Midland Circuit for the Year 1917.

Ofience.•

Blot . .
Assault on*public servants 
Tabling illegal gratification 
Giving or fabricating false evidence 
False personation 
False statements 
Escapes and connected offences 
Concealment of birth 
Hurt
Grievous hurt ’
Causing hurt and grievous hurt by dangerou 

Weapons
Wrongful confinement 
Assault and criminal force 
Kidnapping,®
Theft other than cattle or prredial product 
Theft of cattle 
Theft of prsedial products 
QCheft by servants 
Extortion •
Bobbery ..
Criminal misappropriation 
Beceiving stolen property 
Cheating . .
Mischief . .
House-trespass 
House-breaking, &c.
House-trespass and house*breaking to 

Commit offences 
Other offences

Number of
CaseA

17 . .  
2 .. 
1 .. 
2 .. 
4 . .
3 . .
3 . .
4 . .
5 . .  

22 . .

27 . .  
1 ..
6 ..
5 . .

32 . .
4  . .
4 . .
6 ..
4 . .

35 . .
11 . .  
11 .. 
6 .. 

12 .. 
8 .. 

31 . .

61 . .  
24 . .

Number
of

Persons.

139 
3 
1
2 
7
3 
3
5 
9-

34

36 
1
7
6 

42
8 
6 
5 
7

88 
12 
15'

7
19.
13 
63

98 
29

, Number of Number 
Number of Ntober persons of Persons 

Persons of PemoM otherwise pending 
acqmtted. oonvjoted. ¿jgposed of. Trial.

13 . .  1860
2

1
1

13

3
2

14 
3 
3 
2
3 

44
4 
9 
1 
8
5

35

36 
9

iS
1
1
Ì
5
2
3
5
7

2«

22
1
4
4

27
5 
3 
3 
3

39
8
6 
5 
9

13

60
20

1
2

1
2
4
5

Total . . 350 658 266 335 18 39

F.—^Number of Cases tried in the District Courts of the Midland Circuit from 1908 to 1917.
5Tear. Amuradhapura. Badulla. Kandy. Kegalla. Kurunegala. Nuwara Eliya. Total.
1908 8 22 87 77 . -104 . . --- 29S
1909 . . . 18 30 84 99 122 8 361
January 1, 1910, to 

June 30, 1911 23 39 169 94 128 22 475
July 1, 1911, to June 

30, 1912 ,  ,  . . 15 17 69 51 63 19 234
1 9 1 2  (January 1 to 

December 31) 12 21 78 45 73 13 242
1913 . , 28 23 105 39 58 6 . . 269
19H . .  ,  . . 14 13 100 24 61 . . -- - 212
1915 26 16 101 32 83 9 266
1916 23 11 .j  124 41 89 11 299
1917 27 19 . .  115 70 . 110 9 350

9(m)18
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G.—^Return of Criminal Cases tried by the several District Cootts in the Midland Circuit
for the Year 1917. ,

Name of Court. Number of 
Cases.

Nilmber of 
Persons.

Number of 
Persons 

acquitted.

Number of 
Persons 

convicted.

Number of 
Person? 

otherwise 
disposed of.

Ntamber of 
¡persons 
pending 
Trial.

Anuradhapura 27 85 ■ 41 . 17 16 11
Badulla 19 39 6 16 1 16
.Kandy . .  115 184 71 107 . --- 6
Kegalla 70 123 75 48 • ---
Kurunegala . .  110 3iä* 73 , . . ' 140 1 4
Nuwara Eliya 9 9 — 7 — "2

- ... . -  ■
Total 350 658 266 335 18 39

H.—^Police Court Trials in Cattle Stealing Oases, Hnrt with Knife, and Cases tried by Consent in  the
Midland CSicuit for the Year 1917.

Numbet of cases 
Number o f persons 
Number of cases in which a' con­

viction was obtained . .
Number of persons convicted 
Number of cases in which all the 

accused were acquitted 
Number of persons acquitted 
Number of cases pending

Cattle Hurt with Offences
Stealing Knife tried by Total.
(§ 368). (S 315). Consent.

195 . .  310 , .  46 . .  551
408 . .  424 65 887

49 . .  128 36 213
71 154 38 263

133 . .  161 . .  9 . .  303
337 . .  270 17 624

13 21 . .  1 35

REPORT OP THE CROWN COUNSEL, NORTHERN AND SOUiHERN 
CIRCUITS, FOR THE YEAR 1917.

Th® annexed, statistical returns show the prevalence of crime in the Northern and Southern 
Circuits during the year 1917. The prevalence of crime during previous yeafs is also shown.

N o e t h e e n  CiECtriT.

The number of cases committed before the Supreme Court and the District Courts shows no 
marked fall when compared with the number of cases similarly treated the previous year. The 
only matter callmg for comment is that out of the 17 cases of serious crime before the Supreme Court 
convictions were obtained in 15; this reflects credit on the Magistrates concerned and the Police.

t
SonTH EEN  ClECtriT. ^

An increase is shown regarding cases. Committed for trial both before the Supreme Court and the 
District Courts. Iji the former case the number of cases of the year 1917 aggregated 57, as against the 
respective aggregates of 48 and 46 of the two preceding years. In the latter case the aggregate of the year 
1917 was 158, whereas the aggregates of the years 1916 and 1915 were respectively 94 and 136. I t  might, 
however, be noted tha t the aggregate 94 of year 1916 was exceptional. 3

There were altogether 33 cases of homicide, 53 persons were charged in respect of them, and out 
of these 53, 33 were acquitted and 20 convicted.

S. OBEYESEKERE,
Colombo, April 17,1918. _____ _______ Crown Cormsel.

^Return of Cases referred to the Crown Counsel, Northeru Circuit, from 190$ to 1917.

Number of Cases com­
mitted for Trial Number Number in 

which Accused 
were directed 

to be
discharged.

Number
of Cases 
pending.

Year.
Before

Supreme
Court.

Before 
District 
Cot s. .

referred 
to Police 
Courts.

Numbev
Compounded. Total,

1908 37 108 8 18 4 175 13
1909 23 87 u 21 16 135 4
January 1, 1910, to 

June 30, 1911 36 137 3 33 12= 221 ’ 12
July 1, 1911, to June 

30,1912 13 101 - 2 9 6 151 17
1912 (January 1 to 

December 31) 27 115 3 1 16 162 10
1913 15 88 6 7 22 138 8
1914 18 75 2 6 19 119 8
1915 16 77 2 7 9 ^130 9
1916 21 103 3 6 8 141 13
1917 19 102 2 8 6 137 6
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B.—Supreme Court Triak in the Northern Circuit for the Year 1917.

A 21

9

•
OfiencS. Number 

of Cases.
Number 

of *
Persons.

Number 
of Cases 

Ja which 
a Convic­
tion was 
obtainsd.

Number
of

Persons
convicted.

Number 
of Cases 
in which 
aU the 

Accused 
were

acquitted.

Number
of

Persons
acquitted.

Number 
of Cases 
with­

drawn.

Number 
of Cases 
pending.

Abduction and rape, §§ 357 and 364 3 6 2 2 1 , 4 — __
Oausing grievous hurt, § 317 2 2 2 2 — — — —
F orgery . .•* 2 10 2 — 4 — —
Homicide cases 9* 13 8 — 1 4 — —

(1) Murder, § 296
(2) Culpable hom'cide not amounting to

---- ~~ 4 — —

murder, § 297
(3) Causing death by rash and negligent

■ '■ 2 '
-

act, § 298 — •--- — 1 — _ —
(4) Causing grievous hurt, § 326 — — —• 1 — — — —
(6) Causing grievous hurt, § 316 — — --- 1 — — —

Attempt to commit murder, § 300 1 1 1 1 — --- . —

Total . . 17 32 15 20 2 12 — —
* E xclusive of tw o cases transferred to Midland Circuit.

C.—^Table showing Cases of Homicide tried in the Northern CSrcuit from 1908 to 1917.

Year. Cases. Persons.
Persons 

conrfcted of 
Murder.

Persons 
convicted 
of lesser 
Offences.

Persons
acquitted

19ÍÍ8 15 24 1 11 12
1909 . . . 11 17 2 8 7
January 1, 19?0, to June 30, 1911 15 43 1 24 18
July 1, 1911, to June 30, 1912 . . 13 15 3 4 ..»  8
1912 (January 1 to December 31) 13 16 2 7 7

.  1913 13 16 . .  -— 9 7
1914 13 25 1 14 10
1916 7 11 . • « 7 4
1916 13 18 2 10 6
1917 9 13 4 5 4

D.—'Cases tried and disposed of in the Notthern Circuit by the Supreme Court and Distrioji Courts
from 1908 to  1917.

Year. Suprenie Court. District Courts. Total
1#08 . .  . . 37 108 145
1909 . . 22 87 109
January 1, 1910, to June 30, 1911 35 131 166
July 1, 1911, to June 30, 1912 31 84 115
1912 (.January 1 to December 31) 27 110 137
1913 . . 15 88 103

*1914 . . 18 69 87
1915 . . 14 71 86
1916 . . 21 103 124
1917 . . 19 102 121

G.—^District Court Trials in the Northern Circuit for the Year 1917.

OSence.
Number

of
Cases.

Number
of

Persons.

Number of 
Persons 

acquitted.

Number of 
Persons 

convicted.

Number of 
Persons 

otherwise 
disposed of.

Number o t  
Persons 
pending 
Trial.

Biot . . • • 1 .. 9 9 . __
Giving or fabricating false evidence 1 .. 2 2 . ---- __
Hurt . . • • 1 . . 4 3 . 1 . . __ __
Grievous hurt • • 5 . . 13 6 . 8 . . __
Causing grievous hurt by dangerous

6 . .weapons • • 11 2 , 9 . , — __
Theft other than cattle or praedial products 29 . . 39 . • 19 . 19 . . — 1
Theft of cattle • • 3 . . 6 1 . 6 . . — __
Robbery ‘ . • 17 . . 49 17 . 29 . . . --- 3
Mischief • • 2 . . 3 3 , --- . . — __
House-trespass • • 2 . . 6 1 . 4 . . — __
House*breakingi • • 1 . . 1 . --- 1 . . — -- -
House-trespass and house-breaking to

10 . . 13 . .commit offences . • 17 3 , — 1
Other offences . .  ^ • * 24 . . 38 20 . 18 . . — —

Total • • 102 197 86 107 — 5
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F.—^Number of Cases tried in the District Courts of the Northern Circuit from 1908 to  1917.
Year. Batticaloa. Jafina. Mannar. Mullaittivu. Trincomalee. Total.
1908 26 73 1 . .  — f 2 102
1909 31 , 49 . .  . 2 .  •  1 * . 4 87
1910-11*.. 43 80 1 2 * , 6 131
1911-12f.. 23 51 • • . .  — . • 10 84
,1912{ ... 19 ,  • 82 . .  — .  .  ' 7 • i 9 110
1913 14 61 4 .  .  — • • 9  . ; 88
1914 13 51 , •  1 1 3 6b
1915 21 53 . .  1 1 • • — 76
1916 18 74 . . .  10 1 ,  , — 103
1917 ■ . . . "30 64 : .  3 2 • • 3 102

♦January 1, 1910» to June 30,1911. t  July 1» 19lljrto June 30, 19'12. {January 1 to December 31.

G.—Return pf Criminal Cases tried by the several District Courts in the Northern Circuit
for the Year 1917.

Name of Court.
Number of 

Cases.
Number of 
Persons.

Number of 
Persons 

acquitted.

Number of 
Persons 

convicted.

Number of 
Persons 

otherwise 
disposed of.

Number of 
Persons 
pending 
Trial.

Batticaloa 30 57 13 40 __ 4
64 122 70 51 — 1

Afannar 3 10 1 9 — —

MuUaittivu •2 5 ---- 6 — —

Trincomalee ' . , 3 3 1 2 — o

Total . . 102 197 85 107
* 5

H.—Police Court Trials in Cattle Stealing Cases, Hurt with. Knife, and Cases tried by Consent
in tbe Northern Circuit for the Year 1917.

Cattle Stealing 
(§ 368).

Hurt with 
Knife 

(§ 315).

Ofienees 
tried by 
Consent.

Total.

Number of cases _ 42 . . 131 . . 13 . . 186
Number of persons 87 . . 209 . . 58 . . 354

0
72

Number of oases ib. which a 
conviction was obtained 10 . . 53 . . 9 . ,

Number of persons convicted .. 14 . . 70 . . 23 . . 107
Number Of cases in which all the 

accused were acquitted 29 . . 71 .. 4 . . 104
Number of persons acquitted .. 73 . . 139 . . 35 . . 247
Number of cases pending 3 7 . . — . . 10

f.—Return of Cases referred to  the Crown Counsel, Southern Circuit, from 1908 to 1917.
Number of Cases

committed for Trial. Number
Year. ,---------^ referred to

Before Before Police
Supreme District Courts.
Court. Courts.

1908  ̂ . . 69 146 __
1909 . . 40 . 135 10 '
January 1,1910, to Jime 30,

1911 . .  81 . . 215 5
Julyl,1911,to June 30,1912 44 . 103 2
1912 (January 1 to Decern-

her 31) . . 45 . 100 6
1913 44 . I l l . .  10
1914 . .  37 , . 121 91915 . .  46 . . 136 21916 48 94 . .  - 2'1917 57 . 158 2- .

Nuinber jn 
which Accused 
were directed 

to be
discharged.

20
21

17
8

9
7

10
8 
9 
d

com­
pounded.

12
23

25
2

4
15
3

4 2
4'
1

Total.

247
229

343
159

l6 4
187
180
194
157
222

Number 
pending at 
the end of 

Year.

19
16

10
■ 7

5
11
14

5
13
29

    
 



J u d ic ia l .] JUDICIAL STATISTICS.

J.—Supreme Court Trials in the Southern Circuit for the Year 1917.

A  23

•

Ofîence.

<

Number 
of Cases.

Number
of

Persons.

Number 
of Cases 
in which 
a Convic­
tion was 

obtained.

Number
of

Persona
convicted.

Number 
of Cases 

in which 
all the 

Accused 
were

acquitted

Number
of

Persons
acquitted

Number 
of Cases 
with­
drawn.

Number 
of Cases 
pending.

i
Abduction and rape, §§ 367 and 

364 •* 6 13 2 3 3 10
Attempt to commit murder, § 300 7* 8 4 6 3 3 — —
Forgery, § 466 .. 8 14 7 12 — 2 — 1
Homicide cases.. 33 53 18 — 15 33, —

(1) Murder, § 296 « — — 11 __ — __ __
’ (2) Cul{)able homicide not 

amoimting to murder, § 297 7
(3) Causing grievous hurt, § 317 — — — 1 — — — —
(4) Causing hurt, § 315 — — — 1 — __ — —

Causing grievous hurt, § 317 2 2 2 2 — — —
Falsifying accounts, § 468a 1 1 1 1 — — — —
Theft, § 62 . . 1 2 — — 1 2 — —

Total' ‘.j. 67 93 34 43 22 50' — 1
- * Exclusive of one case, accused died before trial.

K.—^Table showing Cases of Homicide tried in the Southern Circuit from 1908 to 1917.

Year Cases. Persons.
Persons

convicted
Murder.

Persons 
convicted 

of lesser 
Offences.

Persons
acquitte

4908 . . ' . .  36 . .  57 9 . .  25 . .  23
1909 . . 18 . .  28 6 13 .. 10
January* 1,1910, to June 30, 1911 . .  '47 67 12 . .  33 . .  22
July 1,1911, to June 30, 1912 .. 24 . .  36 5 18 . .  13
1912 (January 1 to December 31) . .  23 . .  32 6 . .  16 ..  10
1913 . . 16 23 5 13 . .  5
1914 . . . .  20 . .  28 7 11 . .  10
1915 . . . .  32 . .  38 11 . .  16 . .  11
1916 . . . .  27 . .  37 . .  10 11 . .  16
1917 . . . .  33 . . 53 11 9 . .  33

L.—Cases tried and disposed of in the Southern Circuit by the Supreme Court and District Courts
from 1908 to  1917.

Year. Supreme Court. District Courts. Total.
1908 69 146 ' 216
1909 39 135 174
January 1,1910, to Jtme 30,1911 81 212 293
July 1,1911, to June 30,1912 . . 42 96 138
1912 (January 1 to December 31) 45 97 142
1913 44 111 165
1914 36 HO 146
1915 46 131 177
1916 48 94 142
1917 56 158 214

M.—^District Court Trials in the Southern Circuit for the Year 1917.

03ence.

Unlawful assembly 
Giving or fabricating false evidence 
Hurt
Concealment of birth 
Grievous hurt 
Causing hurt and grievous hurt by means of 

dangerous weapons 
Assault and criminal force 
Kidnapping 
Theft other than cattle or prsedia 

products 
Theft of cattle 
Theft of prsedial products 
Extortion 
Robbery . .
Receiving stolejj property 
Mischief . .
House-breaking, &e.
House-trespass and house-breaking to 

commit offences^
Other offences

Total

Number
of

Cases.

Niunber
of

Persons.

Number
of

Numbex
of

Number of 
Persons

Number of 
Persons

Persons
acquitted.

^Persons otherwise 
convicted, disposed of

pending
Trial.

2 15 . . 10 . . 6 . , --- . —
3 4 . 1 . . 3 . . --- . _ —
4 4 . — 4 , --- . —
2 . 3 . — 3 — . —
3 . 3 . — 2 . ■ --- 1

37
6
3

15
6
1
2 
3 
1 
6

, 36

3
25

158

65
7
3

27
15
1
2
3
2
9

52

3
29

239

15
5

11
6
1

1
2
3

30

1
9

37
2
3

.15
3

1
1

22

1
17

126

1
3

18

9(m)18
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N.—^Number of Cases tried in the District Courts of the Southern Circuit from 1908 to 1917.
Year. G«le. Matara., Tangalla. Total.
1908 .. . .  87 64 .. 40 . . 141
1909 - . . . .  38 . .  6$ . .  34 . . 135
January 1,1910, to June 30,1911 . .  83 ..  81 . .  48 . . 212
July 1,1911, to June 30,1912 .. 36 ..  43 ..  17 . . 96
1912 (January 1 to December $1) ^ . .  37 ..  27 . .  33 . . 97
1913 .; . .  54 . .  31 . .  26 . . 111
1914 .. . .  71 . .  26 . .  13 . . 110
1915 . . . .  66 39 . .  26 ... 131
1916 .. . .  43 . .  31 . .  20 . . 94
1917 . .  . . . .  86 . .  53 , .  20 . . 158

4).—^Return of CrimiBal Cases tried by the several District Courts in the Southern
Circuit for the Year 1917.

Galle. Matara. Tangiblla. Total.
Number of cases 85 .. 53 20 168
Number of persons 127 80 32 239

 ̂^Number of persons acquitted 55 .. 20 11 95
Number of persons convicted 65 . . 48 . .  13 126

'■ Number of persons pending tria l. . — — — —-
^Number of persons otherwise 

disposed of . . 7 .-. 3 8 18

P.—^Police Court Trials in Cattle Stealing Cases, H urt with Knife, and Cases tried by Consent
in the Southern Circuit for the Year 1917.

Cattle Hurt with Offences 
Stealing Knife tried by
(J368)i (f316). Consent.

Number of oases 
Number of persons . .
Number of Oases ih which a conviction 

was obtained
Number of persons convicted 
Number of cases in ufhiob ajj the 

accused were acquitted 
Number of persona acquitted 
Number of cases pending

Total.

79 . 161 . 17 . 257
186 . 223 21 . 430

21 . 87 . 16 . 124'̂
39 . 96 . 16 . . 151

57 . 73 . 1 131
147 . 127 . 6 . . 279

1 . 1 — 2 «
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P-OLICE.
REPORT ÔP THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL OP POLICE FOR 1917.

Paet I . ^ T h e  F oeoe.
y Changes.— T̂he principal changes among the officers were ;—

Mr. W. Ludovioi, Superintendent a t Matara, was transferred to Kurunegala, relieving Mr. R. J .
, Tyler, appointed Superintendent, Colombo, vice Mr. A. 1. Sheringham.

Mr. 6 . H. Ferguson, Probationer, was transferred from the Central Province to the Criminal 
Investigation Department, afidîMr. G. H. Bromley from the Central to the Western Province. •

 ̂ Mr. F. W. Morris, froik 'Galle took charge of the Tangalla District, relieving Mr. G. Manwa,rihg, 
transferred to  Matara.

Mr. C. L. Tranchell took up duties as Deputy Inspector-General (Provinces), vice Mr. G,F. Forrest, 
C.O.S., who proceeded on leave, Mr. Thornhill taking charge of the Central Prôvince as Superintendent.

Mr. B. Langran was transferred from the Western Province to the Dépôt, relieving Mr. W. G. C. 
King ; and Mr. G. S. Baker, Probationer, took Up duties as Assistant Superintendent, Deppt, ince. 
Mr. J . E^ Bennett.

The foUowiug officers were temporarily appointed Assistant Superintendents :—^Mr. C. T. Netteh 
ton, Nuwara Eliya ; Mr. S. H. Titley, Galle ; Mr. A. R. Aitken, Hatton ; Mr. C. E. Wedd, Elalutara, to 
replace Messrs. A. 1. Shéringhám, P. N. Banks, W. C. C. King, C. G. Piggford, and J. E. Bennett, who 
weiit on active service. P. N. Banks was promoted Superintendent, “with effect from June 1. 
Inspector A. Peries and Sub-Inspector A. Jackson were appointed to act as Assistant Superintendents.

2. Strength.—^The following additions to t te  Force were sanctioned during the year :—
One Inspector for duty a t the Office of the Registrar of Motor Velncles.
Three Inspectors, 4 Sub-Inspectors, and 28 constables for the new stations in the Kegalla District. 
Two constables for duty a t  Galaha.

, A punitive Police Force of 1 sergeant and 4 constables was establislled a t Ambepitiya, in the 
Kalutara District, on November 7.

The following table gives the sanctioned and âctual strength of each grade on December 31

Inspector-General 
Deputy Inspeciors-General 
Superintendents. .  . . .
Assistant Superintendents, Proba­

tioners, and Temporary "Assist­
ant Superintendents 

Inspectors 
Sub-Inspect(Srs . .
Station House Officers

, Sanctioned. 
1 
2 

10

24
45

108
1

Actual.
1
2

10

22
40
93

Native Sergeants 
Native Constables

European Police J'&rce. 
Inspectors .v  
Sub-Inspectors 
Sergeants . .

Total

Sanctioned.
326

2,252

1
3

31

2,804

Actual.
316

2,357

1
S

16

3,761

The Force was kept up to §,trength as to pative sergeants and constables throughout the yeai, the 
actual strength on December 31 being only 5 short of th a t sanctioned (2,673, against 2,578).

The total strength of the Force was short by 43 on December 31, the shortage being principally 
among the European Police Force, which is working with the minimum number of men actually necessary 
for carrying on the most essential duties only during the war. . ^

3. Nationalities.—^The Force is composed of men of the following nationalities ;—
Europeans, ßurghers. Malays. Sinhalese. Tamils. Others.

Inspectors 2 . .  5 . 8- 20 . 4 . 2
Sub-Inspectors 4 . .  20 . 22 42 . 4 . 4
Sergeants 17 .. 21 . . 113 81 . 49 . 51
Constables — . .  45 . 403 .. 971 . 483 . . 355

Total . . 2 3  91 546 ■ 1,114 540 412

4. E d u c a t i o n . the sergeants and constables, 31 per cent, can read and write English, 43 per 
cent, can speak English, and 56 per cent, can read and write a vernacular language only. There are 
39 men, as against 56 in 1916 (• 02 of the strength), who can read and write no language. The numbet of 
men who cannot read and write is being gradually reduced ; such men are encouraged to learn to read 
and write on^language, and an effort is being made to teach them in police stations and schools.

5. Length of Service.—There are 433 men (16 per cent, of the Force) with seventeen years’ service 
and over, 519 men (19 per cent.) with ten years’ service and under seventeen years, 1,046 men (38 per 
cent.) with thre^ years’ service and under ten years, and 556 men (20 per cent.) with one year’s service 
and under three years. Gne-third of the Force is composed of men of over ten years’ service.

6. Enlistments.—During the year 1,229 men presented themselves for enlistment. Of these, 
911 (74 per cent.) were rejected as unsuitable'and physically or educationally unfit for service in the 
Force. Enlistments to the number of 318 were made to the following grades :—21 first class constables,

9(m)18
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60 second class constables, and 237 third class constables. The small proportion of recruits enlisted to 
appHcants (35 per cent.) indicates the care with which inquiries are rnade as to the character and general 
fitness of men who present themselves for enlistment.

The following table shows the number of approved recruits sent from each Province
Central Province .. 
Western Province .. 
North-Western Province 
Northern Province ' 
Southern Province 
Province of Sabaragamuwa 
Eastern Province ..

2Ö
10
10
9
8
8
6

Provinee of Uva . .  . .  3
North-Central Province . .  2
Recruits enlisted on personal appli­

cation at Headquarters . .  237

“ Total . .  318

7. Training.—Special attention is being given to the training of all officers and men of the Force. 
The keynote of the system of training adopted is that all members of the Force, whatever their rajik and 
position, have always something ̂ to learn, and that it is not only the duty, hot within the power of every 
poliçà officer to profit by the. observations and experience of others. On appointment and before 
promotion every officer and man goes through successive courses of instruction and examination, which

. h'ave the effect 6f testing each man’s fitness for appointment and later for higher command.
Printed orders, wmch include hints and notes on incidents and cases which have actually occurred, 

are published for the in$tructioû of aU ranks, and sent \yeekly to every police station and office, thus 
keeping every police officer abreast of the times and every police station in touch with Headquarters. 
Officers m charge of stations and Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents in charge of Ihqvinces 
and districts have co-operated heartily, and personaUji interested themselves in the progressive training 
oi aU ranks by questioning new men on arrival, picking out their weak points, and arranging for special 
instruction in points in which they are backward, in work in which they have had no previous experience^ 
and in looaj knowledge. ■ •

On their monthly inspections. Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents have paid special 
attention to the questioning and instruction of aU ranks in new orders, and have personally interested 
themselves in the training of their men. This duty makes great calls on an officer’s time and patience,, 
but the effect of his personal influence and example cannot be over-estimated. The efficiency of the 
Force depends a great deal on the officer in charge of every station, district, and Frovince keeping his 
men abreast of the times. „

Owing to the difficulty in getting regular practice in musketry on account of (a) the number of big 
ranges being small ; (6) poHce stations being scattered ; and (c) the impossibility of drawing away police 
from outstations for practice a t a big range more than twice a year, it was arranged to issue to each police 
station in the Island a small • 22 rifle, with which practice in musketry can be carried out on a short 
range (25 yards) at or near every poHce station, Each sergeant and constable now fires five rounds per 
mensem at 25 yards. This provides a  simple and economical method of keeping sergeants and constables 
practised in musketry.

8. Training School.—On January 1 there were 65 recruits in the school, and in the course of the 
year 303 ïecruits wereadmitted. 275 passed out after examination ; 43 were discharged as unsuitable for 
retention in the Force or for desertion. On December 31 there Were 50 recruits in the school under training.

Thirty-oné constables recommended for promotion to the rank of* sergeant went through the 
sergeant’s course, and 27 were promoted after examination. Seventeen Sub-Inspectors were enlisted 
direct during the year ; 8 passed out after instruction and examination, and there were 9 under training at 
the end of the year. The course of instruction js made as prantical as possible, and includesnot only law, 
drill, and physical exercises, but general knowledge, power of observation, traffic regulawn, first aid, 
self-defence, and care in the handling of Court productions.

Lectures on criminal investigation, the duties and work of police' in towns and in the district, and 
the system of deahng with traffic are given by senior officers,

The Training School is a t present temporarily housed in the bid Volunteer Headquarters in the 
Pettah, which merely provides sleeping acoomnaodatiOn and class rooms for the recruits. The officer 
in charge and the instructors five a long way from the school, there is no room or ground for purposes of 
recreation, and the locality is not desirable.

A site has been reserved next to the Police recreation ground fOrithe new school buildings, and for 
the quarters of the instructors, the officer in cbarge, and the other officers' resident in Colombo. The 
scheme approved will not only provide for the housing of the school on a healthy site, but will bring 
recruits imder the constant influence, both in work and play, of their officers, and should go far to ptovide 
for the future efficiency of the Force, and the formation of a sound, healthy, moral tone.

The Training School suffered a great loss by the death,sbortly after retirement, of Mr, J . E. Mack, 
the Chief Pecturer, who after thiïty-one years’ service as an Inspector in the Force did outstanding good 
work for a furthet period of twelve years as Senior Lecturer a t  the Training School.

Good work has been done by the staff and instructors a t the Training School and a t Headquarters 
in the instruction and training of Sub-Inspectors, sergeants, and newly enlisted recruits. The work 
requirès great patience and a high standard of thorouglmess and sense of duty. _ ,

9. Casualties,—^The following statement-shows the casualties ©f the Force in proportion to 
strength. For comparison the figures from 1997 are given

Year.

1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917

Total
Strength. Died. Pensioned. Besigned. Dis-

diaî ed.
Dis­

missed
2,156 . .  23 . .  39 . .  149 . 79 . .  58
2,229 . .  16 . .  29 ..  162 . 64 ..  39
2,313 . .  18 . .  22 . .  209 . 71 . .  67
2,369 . .  22 . .  44 ..  142 . 72- . .  86
2,405 . .  20 . .  34 . . 1 1 5 . 80 . 57
2,443 . .  17 . .  31 ..  164 . 92 64
2,612 9 .. 25 . . 1 3 3 . 70 ’ . 762,614 . .  21 . .  36 . .  108 . . 105 96
2,687 . .  28 . .  32 . .  16 . . 108 103
2,766
2,804

. .  19 

. .  13
. .  34 
. .  26

• • 7 . 
. .  6 .

. 117 

. 100
80
80

Percentage of 
Wen discharged and

6-3
4 -  6 

»-5-®
6-  4
5 -  7 
6'4-  
3-8
7 - 7 
7-8 
1 1
6-  4
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10 . (7owrfMci.*“The statement below shows the number and nature of the punishments awarded 
during the twelve months as compared with the two previous years :—

1917. 1916. 1913.
Dismissed and discharged . • 18Ó .. 197 •. 211
Reduced 178 .. 160 .. 286
Black-marked 1,455 .. 1,316 .. 2,007
pined 2,690 .. 3,387 -. 3,015
Judicially punished 26 .. 25 .. 53

The inflicfiion of fines is almost entirely confined to the offence of absence without leave^ I t  is 
satisfactory to note that though the strength of the Force increased in 1915, 1916, and 1917, there have 
been .fewer fines inflicted.

There are 927 constables in possession of gpod conduct badges, 16 are drawing good service 
allowances, and there are 132 constables in the merit class. As an example of good conduct may be 
quoted the case of Police Constable No. 236 N-’GrOvindasamy, of the Colombo Division, who in the course 
of his twenty-five years’ service has not had a single bad entry made in his conduct sheet.

in  the course of the year Es. 35,833 was paid to men of the Force as rewards for good worir, and 
in many cases special acts of bravery were rewarded by special promotion.

Many acts of bravery displayed in arresting armed criminals and saving life were reported during - 
the year, notably the following cases :—

SuL-Inspector G. L. Dissanayake kQIed in the brave performance of duty a t Horana, in the 
Nalutara District, while arresting an habitual crimiaal armed with a knife, who had previously 
stabbed a constable.

Mr. G. A. Gore-Davids, Temporary Assistant Superintondent, who in a prompt and brave manner 
arrested a murderer a t Wennappuwa, in the Chilaw District, who tried to fire a t him With 

■ a  loaded gun as he approached. Until the arrival of Mr. Gore*DaVids, the murderer Was 
holding'a crowd a t bay v ith  a loaded gun. Mr. Gore-Davids approached the murderer 
calling on him to surrender, the accused took aini and tried to fire a t Mr. Gore-Davids, bu t 
the cap missed fire.

Mr. H. Uoyd-Jones, Temporary Assistant Superintendent who acted in a prompt, brave, and 
 ̂ resourceful manner in securing the arrest of a  man at Moratuwa, in the Panadure district, 

who with his son had shot thirteen persons by night from a  window Of their houge. On 
the police forcing an entry, the party were fired a t from the roof. I t  was very dark, and the 
offender could not be seen, until Mr. Lloyd-Jones turned the headlights of his car on the roof.

■ ^ t e r  the offender had fired three times on the police, the police fired and shot the offender 
through the thigh while on the roof.

* Police Constable No. 45 Bawa Sahib, who in a brave manner held on to a burglar whom he had
arrested a t night in the Fort of Colombo as the offender was making off with stolen property. 
Constable Bawa. Sahib was attacked and stabbed eight times on the face, neck, and shoulder 
by the offender, but he held on to his prisoner. Who was a more powerful man than himself, 
until assistance arrived.

Police Constable No. 1542 Saibó, who in the Mirigama police station area, though seriouslj injured 
by an offender who had fired at and stabbed him, and had also stabbed a headman, held on to 
his prisoner until assistance arrived. In the aécüsed’s possession were found a loaded 
revolver and seventeen cartridges^

As instances of good work may be quoted the following:—■
PoliceCJonstable No. 2^5 D. Edwin, of the Western Province, s|>ecially promoted and rewarded for 

bravery displayed in closing with and arresting an accused, who wag running away with an
* open clasp knife after stabbing another constable.

Sub-Inspector L. H. NicoUe, who has been awarded the Royal Humane Society’s Testimonial on 
Vellum, and Police Constable No. 1836 D. V. L. J . Silva, of the Western Province, Who has 
been awarded the bronze medal and certificate of the Royal Humane Society, for bravery 
displayed in saving the fife of a villager from drowning.

Police Constable No. 862 K. K. Don William, of Ratnapura, specially promoted and rewarded for 
bravery displayed in saving a man from drowning.

Police Constable No. 2306 A. R. Abdul, of the Western Province, specially promoted and rewarded 
for good work and bravery displayed in holdiug on to a prisoner though attacked and injured 
with a knife.

Police Constable No. 1026 H. Don Simon, of the Western Province, Specially promoted and
. rewarded for bravery displayed in arresting two accused armed with a gun and revolver.
Police Sergeant No. 8()1 H. R. Dassenaike, PoHce Constable No. 1490 H. M, Petera, and Police 

Constable No. 682 K. R. Aiyappen, of the Western Province, specially rewarded for bravery 
displayed in arresting a notorious absconder.

Sub-Inspector N. J . Lantra and Police Constable No. 790 Sandavelu, of the Western Province, 
specially rewarded for bravery displayed in arresting an accused, who was drunk and armed 

, with a knife, and who attempted to stab the Sub*Inspector.
The instances above quoted indicate that the housing and training of the Force have effect in 

encouraging a spirit of good discipline and duty. ‘
11. Clerical Stajf.—The (Clerical Staff of the Department on December 31 consisted of 1 Special 

Class Clerk ; 6 of Class I., Grades I. and I I . ; 28 of Class II., Grades I., II., and I I I . ; 41 clerks in Grade I . 
and 67 clerks in Grade II. of the Subordinate Clerical Service; 4 shorthand writers and typists 4 to tal 147, 
distributed ojer g8 police offices.

On the Clerical Branch of the Force good organization greatly depends, and it is important th a t 
clerical duties should be carried out with method, energy, and accuracy.

The number of clerks who have proved speciahy proficient in the various branches of police 
work are as foll«ws ■

Shorthand . _. .. 4
Tsmewriting with speed and accuracy .. 28
Records .. . .. 12
Strength .. .. l5

Crime reports and criminal statistics .. 16
Pay and accounts .. . . 2 1
Stores . .  .. 8
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The good services of the following clerks who have shown eaghmess to learn method, accuracy, 
and interest in the despatch of business are mentioned :— ' ,

Administrative 
Shorthand typists

Criminal statistics

Pay . .

J. M, de Silva 
M. W. de Silva 
P. M. Rodrigo
D. V. Weerasuriya 
H. D. Perera
B. W. Ekanayake 
W. Rajcpakse 
J. Martyn
E. B. Fernando 
V. C. 5Í. Ayaturai

Pay

Records 
StOTe.s .. 
Strength

R. S. Fernando 
0. M. Ohinnatamby 
C. Dias
J, Dissanayake 
A. C. de Silva 
T. Z. Marso 
M. C. Dharmadasa 
A. Musafer 
iff.' P. 'Weerasingh  ̂
fff-B. Mailawe 
M. J. FernandoE. Katiravelu

All the work in connection with the pay of the Force ftnd the keeping ef the various aoootmts falls 
on the Headquarter Superintendent, and I  desire tO mention the good work done by Mr. D. V. AltendorfE 
throughout the year. *

12. Secrd Service.WShQ expenditure under the secret service vote during the year was 
Rs. 1,921 ’ 17. Twenty-two members of the public were rewarded for making arrests.

13. Cost.— T̂he cost of the Force for the twelve months was Rs. 1,758,560. The cost of Pohce 
per man is Rs. 627, the cost per head of population is 43 cents. The charge made for a constable to 
Municipal and other local bodies is Rs. 460 "23 per annum.

P a r t  II.—Cr i m e .

14. General CJw/racter of the Year.—Offences against the Penal Code dealt with during the yeay
number 14,721. Of these, 10,074 were disposed of by the courts as true cases. Analysing the 10,074 
true cases which ocomrred during the year, it is found that 7,581 were cases falling under the fourteen 
heads of crime reportable by headmen and registered, by the Pohce as “ Crime,”, viz., abduction, arson, 
attempted homicide, burglary, cattle stealing, exposure of children, grievous hurt, homicide, hurt by 
knife ahd dangerous weapons, rape, riot, robbery, theft over Rs. 20, and unnatural offence. 4,344, or 
43 • 1 per cent., resulted in conviction. „

The decrease in crime in the year 1916 as compared with 1915 (excluding crime committed during 
the disturbances in May/June, 1915) was maintained in 1917, as the following statement shows :—

1916

Homicide
Attempted homiejde ..
Grievous hurt
Hurt with dangerous weapons 
Burglary
Theft of cattle and preedial produce 
Other offences

Total

(excluding Crime
committed during 
the Disturbances

1916. 1917.
in May/June, 1916).

204 158 163
48 29 40

416 641 727
.. 1,214 1,093 .. 1,012

1,911 1,899 1,892
.. ■ 981 911 891
.. 3,369 2,903 ,. 2,856

8,337 7,634 7,581

I t  will be seen th a t sipee 1915 there has been less crime against the person, as weU as a decrease 
in crime agaittst property. «

There was trouble on J ’ordyce estate, in the Dikoya district, oh August 31, in connection with the 
treatment of coohes for anchylostomiasis. New regulations have nbTf been passed to  assist the medical 
officers and superintendents of estates in proscribed areas in the examination and treatment of estate 
coolies.

During the year seveh ringleaders of riots in May/Jtine, 1915, who had absconded, were arrested, 
including the murderer of a constable hilled while on duty dhrhig the riots in the Colombo District of the 
Western, Province. Seven riot ringleaders are stiU at large.

15. Distrib'^tion of Crime.—The following table shows the distribution of crime :—
Theft of

Attempted Grievous u__ ia_ Cattle and Other
Province.

Colombo City
North-'Western
Western
Southern
Sa'baragamuwa
Uva
North-Central
Central
Northern
Eastern

Homicide. Homicide. Hurt.
H urt w ith  
Dangerous 
W eapons.

Burglary. Prsedial
Produce.

Offences. TôtaL

6 1 • ■ 82 .. 93 .. 67 •.. 6 .. 319 .. 564
23 12 .. 62 .. 117 .. 28$ .. 160 .. 411 .. 1,070
56 10 .. 210 .. 314 .. 552 .. 339 .. 693 .. 2,173
34 8 .. 128 .. 188- .. 372 .. 164 .. 272 .. 1,166
16 2 •• 76 82 .. 221 .. 83 .. 224 .. 704
5 .. ! . . 19 .. 27 .. 53 48 .. 156 . .  809

11 .. 12 • • 23 .. 11 .. 62 119
! ! 18 6 . . 89 .. 90 .. 237 .. 25 .. 372 831

4 ! . . 40 . . 61 .. 53 .. 30 .. 264 453
'7 10 .. 28 .. 33 .. 25 .. 83 192

T ota l 163 40 727 1,012 1,892 891 2,856 7,581

found that in the— . A
Colombo City there is 1 ease of crime to every384persons Province ofUva there is 1 caseof crime titeVery701persons
North-Western Province do. 406 do. North-Central Provmce . do. 725 do.'
Western Province do. 409 do. Central Province do. 809 do.
Southern Province do. 539 do. Northern Province do. 816 do,
Province of Sabaragamuwa do. 580 do. Eastern Province do. 957 do,
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There was an increase of crime in the Northern, North-Western, and Southern Provinces in 1917 ; 
there was a slight iucrease in the Western. Crime in the North-Central Province was normal with 1916 ; 
there was a decrease in crime in the Eastern, Uva, Central, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces, and in Colombo 
city. The greatest increase in crime in 1917 is found in the Northern Province (13 per cent, increase), 
In  the Eastern Province there waS*a marked decrease on the 1916 record (30 per cent, decrease). In 
1916 there was an abnormal amount of burglary and theft in the Eastern Province ; the return for 1917 
is normal compared with the returns for years prior to 1916, and there is again less crime per population 
in the Eastern than in any other Province. Most of the crime in the Island is committed in the Western, 
Southern, North-Western, Central, and Sabaragamuwa Provinces, and it is in these Provinces and in the 
Colombo city tha t the.Poiice are chiefly employed.

•* 16. Cnmin£l'Distri<its.—^The most criminal districts in the Island are :-r-
Kalutara District, 1 case of crime to every 251 persons. 
Panadure District do. 308 do.
Colombo City do. 384 do.
Kurune^ala District do. 386 do.
Puttalam & Chilaw Districts do. 463 do.

The least criminal aife :—

Tangalla District, 1 case of crime to every 496 persons.
Kegalla District do. 501 do.
Galle District do.
Colombo District (W. P .) do.
Matara District do.

501
503
540
623

do.
do.
do.
do.

Battiealoa District, 1 case of crime toe 
Mannar District do.

I Trincomalee District, 1 case of crime to every 1,240 persons 
I MuUaittivu District do. 1,926 do.

As an instance of a criminal locahty may be quoted the case of the Horana poUce station area in 
the Panadure district. The Panadure district is the second most criminal district in the Island (1 case 
of serious crinie per annum to every 308 persons), and the Easngam korale, in which Horana is situated, 
has always been noted for crime and lawlessness. As instances of attacks made on Police and headmen 
In  this police station area, the following cases may be quoted :— ,

(а) The brutal murder of a headman on Eebmiary 21, 1916, a t  a village 6 miles from Horana. 
The whole village refused to give evidence.

(б) Police Constable No. 1515 Ahamath was stabbed at Horana on September 1?, 1916.
(c) Police Constable 2019 Rodrigo was stabbed on October 22, 1916, while afTesting an accused 

 ̂ a t a village 4 miles from Horana.
(a) Two police officers and three others Were attacked by a notorious absconder and his three 

friends with swords and dangerous weapons a t a village 4 miles from Horana on November 
18, 1916.

® (c) police Sergeant No. 2147 Peiris was stabbed on November 29,1916, while arresting an accused
a t a village 7 miles from Horana.

* (/) Sub-Inspector G. L. Dissanayake was killed in the performance of duty a t  Horana on February
27,1917, while arresting an habitual criminal who had previously stabbed a constable.

These cases and the cases quoted under the head “ Conduct,” P a rti., paragraph 10, afford iasf4hces 
of the type of criminal the Police have to deal with in the Provinces in which serious crime is .prevalent.

17. Bomicide.—^The following statement shows the number of cases of murder committed in 
each Province in 1917 as compared with 1916 :—

1917. 1916. 1917. 1910,
Western Province ..  55 . .  44 , Northern Province 4 . 9
Southern Province ..  34 . .  28 Province of Uva 5 . . 10
North-Western Province ..  23 . .  10 Eastern Province . .  7 . 6
Central Provigice .. 13 . . 22 North-Central Province . . --- . . ---
Province of Sabaragamuwa . . 1 6 . .  23
Colombo City V ..  6 6 Total . 163 158

In  39 of the 163 cases women were murdered, 
committing^ murder, it is found that —
In 106 cases the weapon used was a knife.

35 do. club.
20 do. firearm.

4 cases of homicide were caused by poison.
2 do. strangulation.

18 cases the accused were under the influencé of 
liquor.

Examining the causes of, and means adopted in,

43 cases of homicide were the result of sudden quarrels.
29 cases of homicide were the result of jealousy Over 

women.
24 cases of homicide wete the result of desire for 

plunder.
19 oases of homicide were the reSuR of enmity caused 

by land disputes.
There are three times as many murders per population in Ceylon as in England, the proporticm 

being 3 • 97 per 100,000 population jn Ceylon ; 1 • $4 per 100,000 population in England,
18. Burglary.—^The number of cases of bilrglary in 1917 shows little change from 1915 and 1916 : 

1,911 cases in 1915, 1,899 cases in 19l6, and 1,892 cases in 1917. Prevention is aimed at, for detection 
is difficult. I t  may be said that in towns burglary is generally well in check. Special attention is now 
being given to burglary in the villages. The special steps being taken are—

(a) Police patrolling with the headmen.
\b) Special attention, being given to villages which have a bad record of crime.
(c) Inquiry being made as to whether the offenders are persons oj the same village, habitual 

criminals of the village, or habitual Criminals of other parts.
' {d) Supervision of habitual criminals by headmen and POHce.

(e) Officers in charge of stations pursuing cases of burglary reported and not giving them up as 
hopeless a t an early stage on account of the difficulty in detecting cases of burglary.

The pflssiffility of photographing t)le more dangerous of the habitual criminals in outstation areas 
in the same way thât habitual criminals in towns are photographed is being considered. If the five most 
dangerous habituais in each station area are photographed, the headmen of the district, as well as Police 
officers new to ^ e  district, can be readily instructed with regard to them, and headmen of ofher villages 
can be instructed to keep a lookou^or the habituais whose photographs they have seen in case they 
should come to their village.

Special attention is being paid in villages to loiterers a t night after 9 p .m , in districts where the rule 
tha t any person found loitering a t night on the road or about the hamlet after 9 P.M. without a light is,
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if he is unable to give a satisfactory account of himself, liable to a finé. The rule is eftfôrced in the 
Westem, Central, Southern, and Eastern Provinces, and is found to have goôd effect in the prevention of 
burglary and cattle stealing.

19. Cattle Stealing.— T̂he branding of cattle with the village number has had effect in checking 
the organized theft of cattle on a large scale, by -which cattle stolen Wejfe-regiilarly driven from one district 
to another. Cattle have now in most cases to be slaughtoed a t oneV, and eattle stolen cannot easily be 
sold or put to other use. Though they do pot come before the court, oases micloubtedly occur of the removal 
of eattle to the-jxmgle for the levy of blackmail before the animal is returned. The Superintendent, 
Western Pro-vince, reports that good work has been done in suppressing cattle stealing in the Migaha- 
watta, Kotte, and Veyangoda"statiqn areas. In the North-Central Province a case in whiph some nine head 
of buffalo were being taken to Kurunegala was detected by the Kurunegala headmen.

20. Thep,.—Owing to the fall in the market, there has been a marked decrease in the theft of 
cacao, tea, and rubber. Legislation teas introduced during the year requiring that persons selling rubber 
to licensed dealers shbuld deliver with the rubber a declaration specifying tíie lands of which the rubber 
sold is the produce, and further providing that if any, person is found to  have represented hipiself as 
having produced from specified lands during a given period a quantity of rubber which is in excess of the 
quantity which could reasonably have been derived from those lands, he shall be guilty of an offence. 
This amendment to the Rubber Thefts Prevention Ordinance was necessary to  deal with the case of a 
person selling a quantity of rubber in ekeess of the amount which could reasonably be produced on 
his lands. In such cases, though the rubber could not be identified, it was probable th a t it  had been 
stolen from some estate in the vicinity. Under the amended Ordinance it is not possible for any person 
to sell rubber in excess Of the quantity which could reasonably have been derived from his lands.

The Cacao Thefts Prevention Ordinance was amended on exactly similar lines.
A new Ordinance (Protection of Produce) was introduced to deal -with persons found loitering on 

lurking about any plantation of not less than 10 acres in extent on which coffee, tea, cacao, cardamoms, 
rubberj pr coconuts are growing, and to deal -with persons possessing or receiving produce which they 
are not able to account for satisfactorily.

In  several cases the Railway staff rendered valuable assistance in dealing with thefts. As an 
instance may be quoted the case of an employé a t the Halawagoda Temple, Mahagoda, in the Western 
Province, who broke into the temple, during the absence of the priest, and stole eleven leather bound 
booksj Valued a t Rs. 70. He proceeded to the Induruwa railway station with the books intending to 
catch the down train and abscond. On arrival a t the railway station the Station,Master-questioned him 
from where he obtained them, and not receiving a satisfactory reply examined the books, and found 
the name of the priest of the temple inside. He then arrested the man on suspicion and informed ihe 
Police a t Alutgama. The accused was prosecuted and sentenced to one year’s rigorous imprisonment. 
The pjOtopt action of the Station Master resulted in the detection and conviction of the thief.

21. Knife Cases.—The number of eases of hurt with dangerous weapons, chiefly with the knife,
1,012, is still high. The use of the knife is to be discouraged, for it is generally a pure matter of chance 
as to whether the injury ijaflicted -with a knife ends fatally Or otherwise. The drawing of a knife and the 
stabbing of another person is a deliberate act, the weapon is a dangerous one, and the krdfe maybe dirty. 
Whether the man attacked dies, is grievously hurt, or otherwise is a matter of chance in most cases. 
With a murder committed almost every other day in the Island, these murderous attacks are to be 
discouraged. Offenders fn knife cases require to be punished in such a -Way as to discourage the use of 
the knife. '

22. Investigation o f Grime.—Officers in charge of police stations have proceeded promptly to the 
. scene of crime and ha-ro continued inquiry, until the correct facts have, if possible, been arsived at. As

interesting cases, the following may be mentioned ;—
A case of cheating by despatching false telegraphic money orders. Two accused were con-victed, 

one being a telegraphic operator in the Colombo Central Telegraph Office.
A case of fake personation and chehting in  which a Chetty was induced to give a loan of Rs. 1,0(K> 

to a man who represented himself as the Government Archivist. Four accused were convidî-ed.
A clerk of the Government Stores misappropriating Government property ; he was Convicted.
A ease in which a Colombo doctor issued a false certificate of death and thereby suppressed a 

case of plague ; he was oOn-victed. "
An interesting result of the issue of the new 2-rupee notes, in view of the shortage of silver, was 

the Way in which persons who had previously been concerned in the forgery of 100-, 50-, and 10-rupee 
notes quickly took up the counterfeiting of the new 2-rupee notes. I t  had been supposed that in the 
ease of the 2-rupee notes the margin of profit available for the forger, the utterer, and possibly some 
third party would not be sufficient to attract the interest of forgers of notes. In November, 1917, a 

. man was arrested whilst in the act of uttering 151 forged 2-rupee notes. He was convicted and sentenced 
to sixteen years’ rigorous imprisonment. Another man who was charged iu the same case with'possessing 
forged notes was sentenced to ten years’ rigorous imprkonment. The prompt capture and the deterrent 
punishment inflicted should have effect. Up to date no forged 1-rupee notés have been discovered. -

During the middle of the year a considerable number of forged 100-rupee notes came into circulation 
Although their origin was not detected, the notes suddenly eeaised to appear about September, and none 
have been found in circulation since.

Police Constables Nos. 71 Weerakoon and 1900 Hendrick Singho, of the Southern Province Police, 
while on patrol duty at Minuwangoda, saw a man going towards Wakwella. Suspecting that the man 
Was out for no good purpose, the constables called upon him to stop, whereupon he started to run. The 

, constables gave chase and arrested him. On searching him three dies for counterfeiting 26-cent pieces 
were found. In  his house car-ving tools for the same purpose were found. He was prosecuted and 
sentenced to two years’ rigorous imprisonment. ”

In a case of gang robbery at Kahawatta, in the Ratnapura District, a gang of about four or five' 
men came from outside the Ratnapura District to commit the offence, travelling by road and river. 
The head of the gang was at one time a partner in a plmnbago pit with the complainant. He took his 
party up in batches, and before it got dark they Were shown the house that had to be broken into. The 
gang then waited on a jungle path until it was dark, when they rushed into the house. The complainant 
was tied up, and his wife'questioned as to where the money was kept, one of her toe naik being pulled 
out to make her teU the truth. Other villagers hearing the noise came to the complainant’s a^istance.
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and the thieves fled, some jumping into the river and others getting away by the. road. The Araehchi 
of the adjoining wasama heard of the offence a t night, and also heard that some of the thieves had jumped 
into the river. Early the following morning the Arachohi happened to see a Well-known bad character 
drying*his clothes. _ The Araohchi .questioned him, and as he could not give a satisfactory answer the 
Arachchi arrested him. This man fumed out to be one of the thieves in the case, and he made a statement 
implicating his accomplices. Four of the offenders were arrested; three pleaded guilty, and were 
sentenced to eighteen months’ rigorous imprisonment each ; One was discharged.

In a case of highway robbery at Tunnalai South, in the Northern Province, a trader was robbed 
of Rs. 2,000 on the high road at 9 p .m. Investigation proved that his companion organized the robbery, 
though taking ho part in it, and he was sentenced to two years’ rigorous imprisonment.

'  A disturbance occurred at Sutumalai, in the Northern Province, in which almost the entire 
population of this village attacked a funeral procession of Parambas, who were, however, supported by 
armed Pohce. The Police showed good discipline, and, though heavily stoned, stopped the riot without 
firing. Eleven accused were sentenced to six months’ rigorous imprisonment.

£)n March 13 there was a fight between fishermen from Negombo and fishermen from Talahena. 
About a hundred Negombo fishermen attacked the Talahena fishermen. There were several'injured. 
Twenty-two accused were prosecuted; nineteen were committed for trial, seven ringleaders were sentenced 
to one year’s rigorous imprisonment each.

At Gampaha Ihalagama, in the Western Province, two constables of the Henaratgoda Pohce 
on night patrol were set upon by a crowd and injured with swords. Four accused who were identified 
were sentenced to sentences of imprisonment amounting to two years’ rigorous imprisonment, three 
years’ police supervision, and a fine of Rs. 200.

In  the Chankanai murder case, in the Northern Province, in which the deceased was fatally stabbed] 
fit was reported that the stabbing was directly due to a bad verdict in a murder case from the same village 
shortly before. The viUagers had got badly out of hand in consequence. The accused in this case wUs 
hanged.

In a  case of murder a t Boralesgomuwa, in the Western Province, a villager was found dead in his 
vegetable enclosure stabbed to death. There Were no eye-witnesses, and Ohly circumstantial evidence. 
This was followed up, ajld the murderer traced and convicted. At the Supreme Court trial the Chief 
Justice «xpressed his appreciation of the work of the Police.

In a case of murder at Alutgama, in the Kalutara District, the only clue lay in some cloth 
found on a barbed wire fence in the direction in which the murderer is said to have escaped. In a house 
sopie 4 or 5 mfies-away from the scene of the murder was found concealed in a pillowcase a blood-stained 
cloth of the* same material as the piece found at the scene, and the piece found at the scene exactly fitted 
the^iece found in the house. The offender was arrested and convicted.

A case of robbery occurred at GalahakeUe estate, in the Central Province, in whTch two defenceless 
ladies were tied up and assaulted by robbers. - Seven accused were convicted in .the Supreme Court and 
sentenced to long terms of imprisonment.

23. Alscondi.rs,-^h.& number of absconding accused still a t large on December 31,1917, was 635. 
The number includes sqven persons still wanted aS loaders of riots hi May/June7 1915, and unexecuted 
warrants carried forward from previous years. The following return shows the number of absconders 
Wanted in each Province :—

North-Central Province 
Province of Ilva 
Eastern Province 
Northern Province

Total

Western Province 
North-Western Province .. 
Central Province 
Province of Sabaragamuwa 
Colombo
Southern Province

199
150
82
65
65
43

17
13
11
2

647

. ■ The number can be appreciably reduced, and a special effort is being made towards this end.
The Western Province heads the list with 199, but there are twice as many cases of serious crime 

in the Wesflfem as in any other Province. The number of absconders in proportion to the number of 
cases of serious crime committed is higher in the North-Western and North-Central Provinces, Colombo 
city, Central Province, and Province of Sabaragamuwa than in the Western Province. The number of 
absconders in the North-Western and North-Central Provinces is unnecessarily high.

The Northern Province has the best record, and the smallest number of absconders inpropottion 
to crime committed of any Province. In the Northern Province there were only two abscondets 
at the end of the year, one of whom has since been arrested. The next best records are those of the 
Uva, Southern, and Eastern Provinces. c

There were several good cases of the trackiug down and arrest of notorious absconders, amongst 
which may-be mentioned the following :—

An accused charged with criminal breach of trust, who had evaded arrest for nine years, was arrested.
An accused charged with voluntarily causing grievous hurt with a knife, who had evaded arrest for 

seven years, was arrested.
The BoreUa PoHee arrested an accused who had been absconding for seven years.
Police Sergeant No. 196 P. W. Fonseka, of the Southern Province, arrested the notorious DadaUa 

Lora, who had escaped from Hambantota jaü and evaded arrest for eighteen months by hiding,in a  
plumbago pit in the Matara District. The same sergeant arrested a riot absconder, who had evaded 
arrest for 2 |  years.

A notorious habitual criminal, who had evaded arrest for over six months, was arrested a t Chen- 
kaladi, in the Eastern Province, by Police Constable ThambapiUai on his way back from leave in Jaffna.

Police Constable 2216 Anthony, of the Kuruliegala District, traced an absconder who had been 
wanted for ovBr t^o  years. The constable traeed him to the Chilaw District, where he was arrested.

Sub-Inspector Doole, when in charge of NarammnUa station in the North-Western Proiffnce, 
secured private information that a murderer named Kiri Banda, who had murdered his wife in the 
Kuliyapitiya circyiit. Was evading arrest. The Sub-Inspector followed up the information, and arrested 
the accused when he was coming out of a jungle a t midnight about ten days after the commission of 
the offence.

The Wariyapola Police of the Kurunegala District secured the arrest of a murderer wanted in 
the KegaUa District^ whQ had evaded arrest for four years.
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A kangany of an estate in the Province of Uva wanted for the murder df his wife in 1916 was 
followed up by a sergeant from Uva, who arrested him in the Kurunegala District. s

Colombage John, a leader of riots at PiHyandara, in Salpiti korale of the Western Province, in 1915, 
had evaded arrest in 1915 and 1916, and every effort was made tQ secure hie arrest m  1917. Ho 
was eventually arrested on October 20 by Sub-Inspector 0. R. de Siíyaj¡, who showed great perseverance 
in the pursuit.

The murderer of PoliOe Constablé No. 2357 P. H. de Silva, who had beep wanted for 2J years, 
was arrested.

The Panadpre Pohce report that the Ratnapura Police have given much help, and have proved 
very astute in arresting abséohders frdm the Panadure district. Neighbouring Provinces and districts 
can render great help in the pursuit and arrest of absconders, for the criminal frequently makes across 
the border in the hope that pursuit will slacken in another district or Province.

The description of abSOonders is published in the “ Hue and Cry,” a copy of which is sent to all 
police ofices, police stations, chief headmen, minor headmen, Presidents of Village Tribunals, plumbago 
mine owners, pawnbrokers, newspapers, and Banks ; in important cases additional notices are .printed 
oh‘separate sheets and widely circulated. 'Arrangements have been made in sòme districts for a list 
of absconders in Oach station area being sent to the Govemrnent Agent with a request that the headmen 
may be directed to make special inquiries.

24. Municipal and Statutory Offences.—^The work of the Police is heaviest in Colombo city, 
followed by the Western Province, Central Province, Southern Province, and North-Western Prpvince. 
Municipal and statutory offences numbered 17,679 ; in 16,077 the accused were convicted.

Good work Was done in the raiding of gambling dens.
Simeon Singho, the notorious gambler, who ran his den on the outskirts of Colombo, sometimes 

in a padda boat, sometimes at Sedawatta, and sometimes at Kelaniya, was arrested in the Peliyagoda 
district and convicted. Other notorious places raided were Makkewita, Ihalagama, and Kumballoluwa, 
ih the Colombo- District of the Western Province.

The Nedimala gambling den, in the Colombo District, was raided, and 90 accused were convicted.
In the Northern Province gambling is practically unknown.

Action taken to deal mth Crime.—^The proportion of serious crime to population in Ceylon 
is still v®iy high (1 to 542). The proportion of Police to population is 1 to 1,464. The steps taken to 
deal with crime, in the Colony during the year were as follows :—

(i.) Additional police stations were established in the Regalia District. The only police station 
in this district was a Eorce of 14 men at the headquarters of the district in Regalia town. This 
Force w'as employed in guarding the Treasury and performing beat and patrol duty in the toVn.- There 
were no Police available for investigating crime or dealing with disorder in the district. The only lock-up 
or cells in the district were in Regalia town, and the need of PoHce was greatly felt, not only during the 
disturbances in May/Jime, 1915, but in dealing with crime generally. The rioting in the Regalia District 
in 1915 was of a particularly serious character. Dynamite was largely used, and rioting continued till some 
time-after rioting had,ceased in other Provinces and district^. The increase in crime in this district 
in recent years is probably due to the country being opened up, low-country men and plumbago coolies 
coming in, over whom the headmen have not the same control as over their own villagers.

Additional police stations were opened at Rambukkana, Aranáyaka, Warakapola, RuwanweUa, 
Dehiowita, and Yatiyantota. A separate police station to deal with crime outside but round the town 
of Regalia was started, a prosecuting ofBcer stationed at AvissaweUa to conduct cases in the Police 
Court, apd an Assistant Superintendent placed in charge of the district, with an office and^headquarters 
in Regalia town.

(Ü.) Twenty-two additional Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors were appointed for the investigation 
of crime and for making inquiries in areas where crime is prevalent.

(iii.), A pimitive Police Force was established at Ambepitiya, in the Ralutara District of the 
Western Province. Four mmfders had been committed in two years in this village, and in case had 
the offender been brought to justice owing to the suppression of evidence.

(iv.) Funds were provided for connecting up  more police stations with tbe headquarters of each 
district by telephone. The position with regard to the connection of police stations by telephone is 
now as follows i .

Number of police Stations already on the telephone •. , ■ 68
Number of police stations for which the cost of telephone connections

was provided in Estimates of 1916-17 ■. • • 9
« Do. 1917-18 . .  . .  12

Number of police Stations requiring telephone connection, for which funds
have not yet been provided • • • • 56 '

Total . .  146

(V.) Sessions of the Supreme Court were held in districts in which crime is prevalent, e.p., Ralutara, 
Panadure, Rurunegala, Chilaw, Negombo, Ratnapura, Matara, with good effect. In Provinces where 
crime is prevalent the trial of an offender in the district where the crime was committed has more effeòt 
than trial in a distant town, and possibly in another Province.

' (yi.) Special attention is being given, to the training of aU ranks in the Force in the investigation
of crime by bringing to their notice in the printed orders issued weekly cases of interest which illustrate 
the importance of careful examination of the scene, observation, and attention to detail, in the same 
way that instruction is given in new laws, by-laws, and regffiations. Points of interest and importance 
which have come to the notice of an officer carrying out a criminal investigation which he has hot previously 
observed are reported, and if of interest to the whole Force are published in the Police Gazette, which is 
issued weekly, so that not only the officer himself and his immediate subordinates; but all ranks' benefit, 
and are instructed in the information gathered and the new points observed. n '

Officers in charge of districts have instructions to make their orders on Cases reported not only 
from the point of view of the case under investigation, but with an eye to future'bases of crime, so that 
the instruction given, though possibly too late for the case under investigation, may prove of valué on
some future occasion.
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Past III .— T̂he P eovinces.
26. Co-oferation of Police with Headmen.— good understanding and a sound system of co­

operation between Police and headmen is the most important point in Police provincial administration. 
AH crime is reported jn the first ipsta^ce to the headman ; if the case is a petty one, the headman deals 
with it ; if the case is serious, the Police are informed and proceed to the scene. The Police can be of 
great assistance to the headmen in investigating difficult cases and in the pursuit of absconders, and 
the headmen rènder the most valuable help to the Police by despatching a messenger to the Police, and 
in many cases sending the injured man to hospital, detaining the person accused in custody, collecting 
together the witûè ŝè'es, and guarding thè productions'im tü the arrival óf a police officer on the scene. 
The Police do hot take the place of, but supplement the work of, the headmen.

In all Provinces the headmen are reported to have co-operated heartily with the PoHce in the 
mvestigation of crime and in the pursuit of absconders, and I  gratefully ackñowledgé all the headmen 
have done to help thè Police. Good work on tbe part of the headmen is brought to the notice of the 
Government Agent, and the good services rendered by headmen are thoroughly appreciated by á lt 
ranks b&efiting by their assistance.

In  the Western Province the Police "i^dane of Wanawahala arrested a notorious murderer, who 
had killed a constable during the disturbances in 1915 and absconded for years. He was rewarded 
by the Gbvemment Agent a t a parade of the Police held specially for the purpose. The Superintendent 
reports that the Mildaliyars in the Colombo District co-operated very heartily with the Police, and 
mentions that- Inspectors R, J . Wcerasinghe òf Negombo, M. D. M. Gnnasekera of Veyangoda, and 
H. Ratwatte of Cotta, by the exercise of personahty, got good work out of headmen.

In  the Central Province Ratemahatmaya W. A. Ddugama of Matale South is specially mentioned 
as having rendered good service, and Chief Inspector ,P. T. Coore is reported to have worked well with 
tîie headmen.

In  the Northern Protdnce Mr. J. N. Sandrasekera, Maniagar of Valikamam West, is reported to 
have done particrdarly well in a difficult^divisiop.

. ■ In the Southern Province Mudaliyar H. E. Wickremeratne of WeUaboda pattu took a great 
interest in the work of the Pohce.jn the district, and presented a,cup to be awarded anhUiaÜy to the 
best aU-rpimd boy in the Matara Police Boys’ Brigade. Sub-Inspector D. B. Nicapota, of •the Matara 
District, is reported to have worked well with tfie headmen.

The Government Agent, Eastern Provinçe, mentions that Inspector J. E. Phifipiah successfully 
co-operated with the headmen in the Battiealoa District.

 ̂ The Sijperintendent, North-Western Province, specially mentions the good work of Ratemahatmaya 
L ' Nugawela of Katugampola hatpattu, and in the Chilaw District Mudafiyar C. G. dè Alwis of Pitigal 
korale south did a great deal to help the Police.

The Assistant Superintendent, Ratnapura, reports that aU thè Ratemahatmayas in the Ratnapura 
District did good work in getting absconders arrested and helping in the investigation of crime.

In  the Regalia District the Assistant Superintendent reports that Ratemahatmayas L. B. 
Nugawela of Beligal korale and H. W. Boyagoda of Galboda and Kmigoda korales have done excellent work, 
and, following their example, aU the headmen put in very good work in co-operating with the Police ‘ 
in tbe new stations established. Sub-InSpector M. ï .  K. Weerabangsa of Regalia District and Sub- 
Inspector S. A, Jamal of Rambukkaua are specially meutionèd as havmg worked well with the headmen.

The new crime'report books with carbon paper and indehble pencils issued to headmen in the 
Provinces where crime is prevalent proved satisfactory, enabling headmen to write three copies of the 
report at the saíne time, and thereby aecelerating the despatch of the first report of crime to the Police 
and the Magistrate.

27. Means of Communication.—Of the 143 poHce stations (excluding the Depot and Mahara 
Jaü Guard) in the Island, 66 are now on the telephone. The Government has sanctioned a scheme 
whereby the remaining police stations will be gradually connected up, a special vote being provided each 
year for the purpose.

The use of motor cars and motor cycles jn districts where crime is prevalent has proved of the 
greatest value in getting the Superintendent or the Assistant Superintendent to the scène of crime in the 
quickest possible maimer, anfi'in securing supervision over outlying stations. The equipment of the 
Force includes 255 ordinary bicycles.

As examples of the value of speedy means of communication may be quoted the cases of a burglar, 
who after breakmg into a house in Colombo, was arrested at Panadurô within a few hours of the information 
being conveyed by telephone, and the pursuit by Police in a taxi-cab from Colombo Of a bicycle thief, « 
who was arrested at Horana, in the Panadure district.

28. Justices of the Peace.—^Prior to 1916 a Justice of the Peace was concerned only with holding 
inquests. Since 1916 certain Justices of the Peace and Unofficial Police Magistrates have been appointed 
to keep in touch with the Police, and take charge of a district generally in times of disturbance or trouble. 
There can be no doubt that if a resident of standing and position, who has no interest in a dispute which 
may arise between factions, arrives on the scene of any possible disturbance and takes charge of the 
situation, all parties and persons readily rally to hhu and render assistance in the preservation of order.
I t  is'impossible for the Government Agent, Police Magistrate, or the Superintendent of Police to get to the 
scene of distmbance in time in the great majority of cases. The Force of Police a t outstationS is sifiall, • 
but if respectable persons co-operate in maintaining law and order, there can be little hope for persons 
anxious to make trouble. Since ^he scheme was introduced many instances have occurred in which good 
service haS been rendered by Justices of the Peace, who have been of great service, not only in being 
available in times of disturbance, but in visiting police stations, attending drills, and in supervising 
musketry. In  Colombo Messrs. T. VfilierS, R. John, and H. S- Jeaffreson have taken a keen interest in 
the work of the police.

In  Ahe Western Province the good services rendered hy Mr, E. Gordon Brooke of Hanwella are 
specially mentioned.

in  the Central Province Mr. W. Bartlett and Mr. J . B, Coles took great interest in the Police, and 
Mr. J . B. Coles has Very kindly presented a cup for half-yearly competition in musketry among stations 
in the Central ftovince.

In  the Southern Province the good work of Mr. Northway is specially mentioned.
9(m)18
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Western Province . . 2,708
Central Province . . 4,162
Northern Province . . 1,976
Southern Province . . 1,674
Eastern Province . . 1,257

In the North-Western Province Mr. J . S. Patterson was particularly helpful to the Police.
In the Ratnapura District Messrs. G. W. Greenshields, E. E. Hegget, an^ P. G. Wood 

rendered good service, and in the Kegalla District Mr. A. J . Mackessack, who Visited the newly opened 
Ramhukkana police station constantly. (

The good services rendered by Justices of the Peace and their interest ip the work and welfare of 
the Force is very much valued and appreciated, and I  désiré to fermg to ike notice of His Excellency the 
OfiScer Administering the Government the good services repdered by Justices of the Peace throughout 
the year.

29. Supreme, Court Sessions.—Sessiops of the Suprenje Court were held a t Kalutara, Panadure, 
Negomho, Kurunegala, Tlincomalee, and Matara, in additiop to the usual Sessions held a t Colombo, 
Kandy, Galle, and Jaffna, The work of the Police in the Northern Province, ■Eastern Province, 
Kurunegala, Negombo, apd Panadure, whcie Supreme Court Sessions were held. Was commended by 
the Hon. the Chief Justice Pnd the Hon, Jiifr. Justice ShaW, H Sessi<ms can be held once a year a t 
Tangalla, BaduUa, and Kegalla, they should have effect in. maintaining respect for the law and the 
preservation of order.
• 30. Floods, Accidents, and Fires.—^The year was, I  am glad to say, an uneventful one in

this respect. There were no serious floods, accidents, fires, or calamities. There were local floods in 
September in the Colombo district, in which four cases of drowning occurred. A serious fire occurred in 
Colombo Harbour on board the ss. “ Lady McCaUum,” which was put out by the prompt attendance of the 
harbour tpgs, men from His Majesty’s ships, and tifi© Harbour Pohce.

Good workwas rendered by the Nuv^araEliya Police when the Nuwara Eliya Golf Clubhouse caught 
fire on May 27 at midnight. The Police arrived promptly a t the scene and saved the main building. A 
reward of Rs. 150 was awarded to the Police by the Insurance Company for the good services rendered.

“there are no Miinicipal or other Fire Brigades in the Provinces, and the duty of dealing with any 
fire which may occur outside Colombo city falls on the Police. At Kandy, Trincomalee, Chilaw, and 
Jaffna Police prevented the spread of fires which had broken out in thickly populated parts of the town, 
and rescued as much property as possible.

31. > Firearms.—The new' Ordinance provides for.control over the manufacture and repair ,pf guns. 
There arp 4 licensed manufacturers, 19 licensed repairers, and 10 licensed dealers in firearms. The prompt 
licensing pf âll new guns purchased is brought about by the new system of the Government Agenjt’s permit 
for the purchase" of a gun being immediately forwarded by the-person selling the gun to the Police, who 
see that a license is taken out. Gun licenses were issued during the year as follows :— '

North-Western Province . .  4,431
North-Central Province .. " 2 ,7 7 2
Province of Uva .. . .  6,145 „
Province of Sabaragamuwa .. 3 ,6 6 7

,2 5 7

849 new guns were purchased during the year.
655 prosecutions were entered under the Firearms Ordinance ; these include 7 prosecutions against 

unlicensed repairers and 6 against unlicensed manufacturers. As an example may be quoted a case which 
occurrred at Talagoda, in thé Southern Province, in which • the local blacksmith u/as prosecuted for 
repairing gUnŝ  possessing bits of guns, and manufacturing guns without a license. In his possession 
were found one double-barrelled muzzle-loading gun, 1 singlé-barreUed gun, 1 revolver, 3 gun barrels, 
1 revolver barrel, and 12 pieces (parts of guns). Thirty-six shooting cases were reported.

32. Strap Cattle and Dogs.—3,426 head of cattle straying were seized, and 9,258 dogs shot. A 
good many cases of rabies wete, reported, and on an average ten persons are sent each modth toCoonoor, 
chiefly at Çrovemment expense, the average cost being Rs. 30 per head. This will be saved when a 
Pasteur Institute is started in Ceylon.

33. Regulation of —Special attention is being given to the regulation of traffic in 
provincial towns, and a considerable improvement in traflSfc in these towns is noticeable. The law 
requiring carts to carry two- lights at night is being enforced on main roads. -A new Vehicles Ordinance 
and by-laws for aU vehicles other than those mechanically propelled were passéd dealing with the 
following poiafe :—

{a) Rule of the road with regard to an overtaking vehicle, and with regard to a vehicle approaching 
a main thoroughfare from a side road. ' ;

'  (6) Limitation of loads to-prevent overloading.
(c) Width of tyres to prevent heavy loads being drawn ifi carts with narrow tyres. (As there is

’ , difficulty in obtaining iron during the war, this by-law will not come into force mitil iron is
readily procurable.)

(d) Ihiving of carts in single file in groups of more than three. 'After each group of three carts, 
a sufficient space to be left in which another vehicle can turn or pass.

(e) Duty of owner to keep vehicle used for hire in good order and condition so long as it  plifes
for hme.

The vehicle to be avoided, if possible, on a country. rOad is the hackery (without brakes) being 
driven down a hiU. The driver has no control over the vehicle, which is generally in the middle of a 
narrow rpad. On another Vehicle approaohing several seconds elapse before the driver can get control 
over his buH, for his only means of doing so are in jumping down behind, running round to the front, and 
catching hold of a shaft. Before he has time to do this the bull has probably taken the hackery into the 
approaching vehicle.

34. Public Performances.—^The rules now in force apply only to cinematograph performances 
outside the Municipalities of Colombo, Kandy, and GaUe, - Rules are reqmffed to regulate and control 
public performances generally.

35. Talaimannar Boute.—203,008 persons passed through Talaimannar, the departures exceeded 
arrivals by 22,806. There was a 44 per cent, drop in the number of arrivals in 1917 as compared with 
1916, probably the result of restriction of emigration from India. The Police maintain supervision over 
the route; 5 absconders were arrested, and 125 persons prohibited from landing. -‘.- The Indian Police, the 
Mandapam Camp, and the Railway authorities have co-operated most heartily, and rendered valuable

. assistance to the Police on the joute. There is stül a good deal of fever at Talaimannar ; on 29^ days in
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the year men were sick, although quinine was issued regularly. The unusualamount of rain in the north­
east monsOon,.may have contributed to this. Mr. H. N. Wood, the Assistant Superintendent at Jaffna, 
visited Talaimannar every month, and did good work in maintaining efficient work by the Pohce on this 
route, e A telegraph office a t Tp-laimannar is required.

36. Northern Ports.—572 vessels called at Kayts, 184 a t Kankesanturai, and 404 at Point Pedro. 
Police stations were maintained at ETayts throughout the year, and at Kankesanturai and at Point Pedro 
from March to November.

37. Officers in Charge of Provinces and Districts.— inspected aU the police stations and offices 
in each Province and found the stations well maintained, good order and discipline prevailing, and the 
men instructed and trained in their powers and duties.

** There are' mote cases of crime to be investigated and a larger number of police stations to be 
supervised in the Western than in any other Province. Mr. T. P. Attygalle has carried on the work of the 
Province in a prompt and business-lUie manner, and has been efficiently assisted by Mr. H. Lloyd-Jones 
a t Panadure and Mr. C. E. Wedd at Kalutara. The prompt, brave, and resourceful manner in which 
Mr. H.^Lloyd-Jones acted in connection with the arrest of a murderer was specially commended by Has 
Excellency the Governor, and Mr. Lloyd-Jones rendered very good service throughout the year, in 
proceeding promptly to the. scene of crime and in dealing with crime generally in a criminal district., 
Mr. Cr E. Wedd took charge of the heaviest district in the Island to enable Mr. P. N. Banks to proceed on 
actWe service, and in a very short space of time established a grip on the crime of the district in a manner 
which is deserving of special notice. New stations are being opened at Welipenna in the Kalutara 
District and at Elirillawala on the Kandy road. The holding of monthly sessions of the Police Court a t 
Matugama should do good in maintaining order in the more newly opened up part of the K^lutara District.

The greatest need of the Province is the housing of the men of the Kachcheri police station, where 
«the whole Eorce is now living out of barracks. This is the headquarter station of the Province, and the 
Inspector and men should be housed together, so as to be able to turn out a t once wheh required in an 
emergency.

Inspector R. J. Weerasinghe has during the four years he has been at Negombo maintained good 
order in the town and done very good work in the prevention and detection of crime. , -

In  the Southern Province a combined station at Nakiyadeniyâ and quarters for the Siipefintendent 
and the»bachelor constables of Galle áre the principal needs of the Province. The present accommodation 
for bachelor constables is insanitary and unhealthy, and has been condemned by the medical ofljcen Thè 
Superintendent" Mr. A. G. Gottelier, was most prompt in proceeding to the scene of serious crime. Mr.
S.gH. Titley, who was temporarily appointed as Assistant Superintendent of the Galle District, being 
himself unfit for active service, offered his services and gave up his own business to permit a ybimg officer 
to proceed on active service. Mr. Titley’s generous act is deserving of all praise. Mr. Titley presented, 
a Musketry Gup for competition among the police stations m Galle District, and also a Boxing ChaUengè 
Cup to be competed for each year by the Galle Boys’ Brigade.

In the Central Province a new station was opened at Kadugannawa, barracks for married sergeants 
iind constables a t Nuwara Eliya were completed, and a new police station at Teldeniya and Inspector’s 
quarters a t Hatton sanctioned. The principal need of the l^ovinee is a new building at Ginigathena. 

.An additional police station is being established a t Rattota, and the strength of the Eprce a t Matale is 
, being increased for the investigation of crime outside Local Board Mmits. Mr, H. W. Codrington, 
Assistant Government Agent, took partictjar interest in the Police in the Matale District, and personally 
supervised the work of the Police in the investigation of crime. Additions are also being made to the 
strength of the Force a t Maskeliya, Norwood, and Kotiyagala. Messrs. W. K. S. Hughes, A. R. Aitken, 
and C. T. Nettelton, Temporary Assistant Superintendents, not only relieved three officers for active 
service, but carried out their duties with great keenness and efficiency.

In the North-Western Province an additional police station is being opened at Alawwa, and good 
progress is being made in the thorough investigation of crime. Mr. W. Ludovici took charge of the 

. Province in Aprü, and his experience in dealing with crime should be cif great value in a Province which 
has always had a bad reputation for serious crime. The bravery shown by Mr. G. A. Gore-Davids, 
Assistant Superintendent a t Chilaw, in connection with the arrest of a murderer who was holding a crowd 
at bay with a loaded gun, was commended by His Excellency the Governor. The needs of the Frovinee 
include the supply of water to the new barracks for sergeants and constables a t Kurunegala and a house 
for the‘Assistant Superintendent a t Chüaw. The building of quarters for sefgéants and constables has 
already had effect in the greatly improved hea]th of the men and in the consequently improved work of 
the Force a t Kurunegala. . ■ ‘

In  the Province of Sabaragamuwa additional police stations were opened in the Kegalla District 
in the course of the year. Captain T. G. Salmón did particularly good work in opening the new stations, 
and in arranging with the Assistant Government Agent for the eo-operai;ioh óf headmen ‘with the police. 
•In the Ratnapura District there are only six police stations, with a total strength of 53 Police of all ranks. 
With the extension of the Railway and the oponing up of the district bad characters from other parts of 
Ceylon have been attracted to it, and the Policé in the district have had a difficult task in dealing .with the 
consequent crime, and now that Police have been put into the KegaUâ District, the Ratnapura District needs 
additional Police andPolice supervision more than any other. The proprietors of estates have applied for 

-a new police station at Mahawella, and the Government Agent is urging the establishment oDfcwo additional 
stations a t KiriyeUa and Pelmadulla. The proportion of seriOus órime to Police in Ceyton is three cases 
per policeman per annum, in the Ratnapura District it is 5 to 1. With a very small strength of Police 
avaüable, the duty of investigating and dealing 'with crime has fajlen heavily on the Assistant Superin­
tendent in charge. Mr. J . C. C. Middleton has dealt with a difficult district in a manner Heserving of 
commendation. He has been most energetic in proceeding to the scene of crime and in supervising his 
stations, anfi alVays set an example to his men in keenness and energy in the performance of duty. 
Mr. Middleton speaks Sinhalese extraordinarily weU, and acquired in a remarkable degree the confidence 
of an classes in the Eatnapura District.

38. Government Agenté.—I desire to place on record my sense of obligation to the Government 
Agents and Assistant Govemmentjigents for the supervision exercised by them on the work of the Pobce, 
and in ensuring the hearty co-operation of the headmen in reporting crime amd patrolling with the Pobce 
in criminal areas. In  the North-Central Province, Province of Uva, and Eastern Province there is no 
Superintendent or Assistant Superintendent, and the entire responsibUity for the supervision of the
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Police and the investigation of crime rests with the Government Agent. The F  orce ig extremely fortunate 
in having in these Provinces Government Agents ̂ who have taken most active interest in -ithe work and 
welfare of the Police in their Province. I  desire to bring to thé notice of His Excellency the Officer 
Administering the Government how very much I  am indebted to Mr. H. R. Freeman (Çrov-emment 
Agent, North-Central Province), Mr. F. Bartlett (Government Agenty Uva), and Mr. Ri A. G. Resting 
(Government Agent, Eastern Province) for the state of efficiency in which the Force in the North-Central 
Province, Province of Uva, ami Eastern Province has been majntaiued.

P art I V . - ^ olombo.
39. Gnwe.—-The lighting regulations added to the difficulty of preventing house-breaking, and 

the Colombo Pohce deserve credit for the good work dotte both in the prevention and detection of burglary. 
In 24 of the 60 cases of burglary which occurred the accused were Convicted.

There was a decrease in crime in Colombo^city in 1917, principally in theft cases, which, in 
view of the decrease in Shipping ahd consequent lack of employment, indicates vigilance and sound 
precautionary measures. ’ ^

There were 36 cases of bicycle thefts, in 7 of which convictions were obtained and bicycles recovered. 
Special measures were taken to deal with this form of crime by circulating information quickly by 
telephone and telegraph, and by watching shopato which bicycles might be taken for alteration or repairs. 
In onézcase wMch occurred in Colpetty the accused was promptly followed by the Police in a taxi-cab 
and arrested at Horana ; in another case the thief and bicycle were found a t Kurunegala.

40. Municipal and Statutory Laws.—^The total number of offences against Municipal and statutory 
laî ŝ reported by the Police amounted to 6,430 cases, of which 5,996 cases resulted in conviction. Of 
these offences, the most prominent were : drunk and disorderly, 636 ; molesting passengers, 37 ; reckless 
driving, 45 ,* driving without lights, 141 ; and unlawful .gaming, 190. There was a marked decrease 
in drunk and disorderly cases, 536 cases, as against 1,529 in 1915 and 1,336 in 1916. There was a decrease 
in Cases of molesting passengers, which is an indication of the drop in shipping and the numberotpassengers 
landing at Colombo. There was an increase in unlawful gaming.

41. Street Accidewia.-—Street accidents number 250, caused as follows :—By motor vehicles 
149, by tram cars 19, by carts 26, and by other vehicles 56. Nine of these accidents proved fatal, 5 being 
caused by mdtot vehicles. . «

42. Motor V-eMcles and Public Carriages.—^The statement befow gives a recordmf the number of 
vehicles on the streets •

1915. 1916. 1917.
Number of motor vehicles on register .. 2,104 .. 2,439 .. 2^646
Number of carriages licensed ' . .  140 . .  104 .. -92

 ̂ Number of rickshaws licensed .. 2,746 .. 3,004 .. 3,151
I t  will be seen that there are mote motor vehicles and rickshaWs and fewer carriages on the streets.

There were 525 prosecutions for breach of rules of the road, 45 persons were convicted of reckless 
and careless driving, and 141 for driving without lights.

There were 193 prosecutions for breach of motor by-laws, and 120 persons were prosecuted for 
loitering in the streets after being warned to move on.

43. Traffic.— attempt is made wherever possible to  keep foot passengefs, sloV^-moving carts, 
ahd fast-moving vehicles in three separate lines. The provision of a pavement for foot passengers and a 
granite cart track on the side of the road in busy thoroughfares is the greatest assistance in the regulation 
of traffic.

Additional difficulty in regulating traffic a t nîgkt was caused by the hghting regulations. The 
small number of accidents due to darkened streets and the shading of lights on vehicles does credit to 
owners and drivers of vehicles, who in most cases co-operated heartffy rtlth the Police'by observing the 

“ regulations and by driving with care after dark. ' '
The widening of Norrjs road, which is being undertaken, will greatly facilitate traffic between 

Fort and Maradana. Other roads' which requite widening are the Colpetty road between Temple 
Trees ” and Turret road junction, LarVrie’S road, and 2nd and 3rd Divisions, Maradana. The comers Of 
Lawrie’s road and Dematagoda road require to be rounded off.

The opening of Mansergh avenue when rmdertaken will greatly relieve the very congested thorough­
fares of St. Joseph’s street, Grandpass road, and.Layard’s broad^vay. IV will be possible to divert fast- 
moving traffic along ManSergh avenue, leaving carts and trams on other rOads.

There has been a marked improvement in the observance Of the tule Of the road by drivers of all 
vehicles. The vehicle in traffic over which the rider has least control is a bicyCle ridden by a  servant 
or novice, the rider’proceeds in traffic a t great danger to himself, and is frequently the cause of collision 
with other vehicles.

44. European Police.—The actual strength of the RurOpean Pohce Force on December 31 -#as 20.
Their duties included the supervision over persons arriving in and leaving the Island a t Colombo and 
Talaimannar, preservation of order a t the jetty, duty with poHce ambulance and prison vans, mounted, 
duty, and looking after troops passing through Colombo. Giving to  the war the Force is working with 
the minimum number of men actually necessary to carry on the most essential duties only. Sub-Inspector 
A. Jackson Was appointed to aCt as Assistant Superintendent of the Colombo North Division, and Sub- 
Inspector D. Lloyd had charge of the Fort during the year. Mr. Jaeksoh-’and Sub-InspectoE Floyd 
have on account of the war reìnaiUed a t their posts for 7J years without leave, and have set a  great 
example in the willing performance of duty. The small force of men available has been called on tO do 
extra work in connection with the war, and have in most cases responded most loyally to the call upon 
them. They have turned out promptly, looked effectively after troops passing through the port, and 
have worked hard in the duties allotted to them. The good work of Sergeants Dunne, FrasOr, Gibson, 
and Neaves may be specially mentioned. Mounted European Police have been very useful in controlling--: 
large assemblies, and have been employed as escorts to troops marching through the streets, ' .

45. Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.— T̂he cost of 1 Inspector, 1 European sergeant, 
and 1 constable employed in working for this Society in Colombo was Rs. 4,275. The amount of fines 
paid and remitted to the Society as the result of cases instituted by men on this special duty was Rs. 13,322. 
There were 1,938 prosecutions ; in 1,902 cases bulls had been illtreated, in 30 cases horses, and in 6 cases 
poultry. Owing to the need of employing all available European Folioe on duties in conuectfon with the
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war, it was foimd necessary to  withdraw the services of the European Police sergeant placed at the 
disposal of theiiSociety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ; this good arrangement will, however, 
be started again, as soon as possible after the termination of the war. Sergeant Fraser did particularly 
good Wdtk during the three years he was employed oh this duty.

46. Vagrants.— T̂he number of homeless vagrants picked up dead in the streets was 26, a return 
which compares favourably with 55 in 1916 and as many as 125 in 1912. The number of vagrants' 
removed to hospital by the Pohce was 96, as compared with 212 in 1916. The opening of the House of 
Iletention for Vagrants in 1913 has had good effect in bringing about the removal of vagrants from the 
streets. 300 vagrants were admitted to the House of Detention during the year ; of these, 266 were 
admitted from Colombo, 31 from Kandy, and 3 from Anuradhapura. Emplo3nnent was found for 88 
vagrants. 130"hatives of India,- who were too old or infitm to work, were sent back to India, and 45 
persons were admitted to the Home for Vagrants. Of the 300 vagrants dealt with, 214 were Tamils, 
53 Sinhalese, 11 Ceylon Moors, 11 Cóast Moors, 2 Burghers, 6 Bengalis, 2 JaVanese, and I'M aharatti. 
Since the'HousC of Detention was opened in 1913, 2,402 vagrants have been dealt with.

4^. Worh of the Year.^—^Mr. R. J. Tyler took charge of the Colombo Police in April, relieving Mr. A. I. 
Sheringham for wàr service. Mr. Tyler has not been on leave since he joined the Force nine years ago. 
He has continued to  do duty to reheve a junior officer for active service, and both the manner and the 
spirit in which he. has carried on are deserving of special mention. Messrs. J . Ludovici, A, Jackson, and 
A. Peries, who were in charge of the three divisions of Colombo, did good work throughout the year. 
Inspector V. T. Dickman and Sub-Inspector B. de Bruin are mentioned as having dealt successfully 
with the ‘crime .in their divisions, and shown promptitude of action and intelligence in precautionary 
measures.

Pabt V.-^Motoe VEmCLESil-
48. Central Registering Authority.—^New by-laws for the regulation and control of motor vehicles 

were brought intC-force on January 1,1917. Ode central registering authority (the InspeCtor-Genetal of 
Police) has been appointed, to whom all orders of endorsement, snspension, or Cancellation of drivers’ 
licenses by a competent court are reported. The examination of appUeants for, and  the isske of, licenses 
to drive a motor vehicle has been undertaken by the Police. V ^

49„ New By-laws.—-The by-laws include amongst Others the following new regulations ;—
(a) ‘Horn not to be used imneeessarily in any town. f
(6) Report* of accident involving -serious injury to  any person to be made to the nearest police 

 ̂ station.
(c) License to  drive to  be carried on the motor vehicle.

® (d) Motor Vehicles plying for hire to'carry a special number plate, red letters on a white ground, 
as distinct from white letters on a black ground On private cars.

. (e) Motor cars tq carry side-lights showing the width of the car (not to  be enforced until side lamps 
can be procmed).

(/) Motor buses to carry a looking-glass so tha t the driver can see vehicles coming behind him- 
• {9) Speed of motor buses reduced from 25;to 15 miles an hour. .

(^)-Driver of a motor vehicle to approach a main thoroughfare with caution from a side road,
■ private road, or place, and to give way to vehicles travelling on the main thoroughfare.

(i) Signals in traffic to prevent accidents.
(b) Rule Of the road With regard to one mOtor vehicle overtaking another.

-• (1) Motor bus or vehicle weighing over 3 tons when loaded and fully eijuipped not to proceed a t  a 
ra t#  exceeding 8 miles an hour, and then only On roads specially approved for Use by motor 
lorries.

50. Registration of Motor Vehicles and Drivers.—The registration of motor vehicles is carried out 
in the Office of the Registrar of Motors (Port Pohce Office, Colombo). There are 2,523 registered motor 
cars and 1,460 motor cycles in the Island. Of these, 201 motor oars are registered to be used for trade 
purposes and 383 as pubhc conveyances. There are 24 taxi-cabs on the streets in Colombo.

4,152 persons have been hcensed to drive motor vehicles. The arrangements made for examining 
applicants for license to drive proved satisfactory, and my thanks are due to those gentlemen who assisted 
thè Pohce by undertaking the duty of examining drivers in outstations'. Three hcenses to drive were 
caneehed -and ten suspended during the year. Drivers of taxi-cabs were spsCiaUy examined by the 
Pohce in topographicaUknowledge.

51. Regulation and'Control of Motor Traffic.—^There were 568 prosecutions under the'm otor 
by-laws ; of these, lOO were for exceeding the speed limit, 53 for reckless or careless driving, 57 for driring 
without carrying the license to drive on the vehicle, 6 for not reporting to the nearest pohce station 
accidents involving serious injury, and 10 for unnecessary sounding of motor horn in a toWn. .

There has been a marked improvement in the observance of the rule of the road ydth regard to- 
one vehicle overtaking another, and m approaching a main thOrougHure from a side road, private road, 
or place with caution.

'The by-law with regard to the Unnecessary sounding of a horn in any town was specially brought 
to  the notice of drivers and owners of motor vehioles in Colombo, where there Were frequent complaints 
of unnecessary noise made in the vicinity of offices during working hours and when passing the hospital. 
I t  was explainedJ;hat, while there is no objection to mechanical horns being sounded continuously^ on a 
country road to warn a string of carts a t sòme distance ahead of the approach of a motor vehicle, in a 
town it is possible for a driver by a single note to  Warn persons and Vehicles in the immediate vicinity, 
when necessary, of his approach, and it is contrary to the law to attempt in a toWn to clear the road by a 
continuous sounding,of a mechanical horn. By the co-operation of owners and drivers a considerable 
improvement .was effected in Colombo. The speed limit of motor vehioles on the streets round the General 
Hospital Was specially reduced to 12 miles an hour, and notices ha Ve been put up by the Municipality 
caUing attention to the reduced speed limit,-and requesting drivers not to make unnecessary noise while 
passing the hospital ,  ̂ •

52. Conversion of.Ford Cars ctnd other Light Cars inter Motek Buses.—A. matter requiring attention 
is the considerable danger which now exists in the conversion of Ford cars and other light cars into niotor 
buses for carr3ung passengers in such numbers as is likely to  prove unsafe, especially in hilly districts. 
In  the case of a motor bus specially built to carry passengers, the design of the vehicle is such th a t
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the centre of gravity is low, enabling the vehiOle to grip the road when going round a comer. Eurther,. 
specially strong brakes are provided to stop the car when taoving with its full complement,^f passengers. 
In the case of a converted Ford of other light car, the brakes provided are only intended to  stop the car- 
with a complement of four or si? passengers, and the centre of gravity is raised to a point on a level with 
the top of the seats well above the frame of the car, with the result that the bus may be “ top heavy,” 
and may over-tum when taking ft comer or sharp bend in the road. I t  is possible, therefore, tha t in some 
cases motor vehicles produced t6 be licensed as buses to carry passengers are unsafe both in regard to  
design and brakes, m  some localities suefc vebieles may Jteve safe, that is, where the country is flat 
and the roads straight, while in other districts (up-country and on winding roads in the low-coxmtry) they 
may not be so. The question in such a case vdll be : Is the vehicle in respect of which a Mcense to carry 
passengers is apphed for fit to be hired for the purpose intended ? The law a t present provides th a t the 
proper authority niay require the owner of a niotor car for which appKcation is made for a license to  
carry gOods or passengers for hire to produce the car for inspection a t a  stated time and place, and the 
proper authority shall satisfy himself that the vehicle is “ fit to be hired for the purpose intended. ” 
The Registrar of Motor Cars is concerned with the numbering and registration of vehicles, and ydth the 
examination and issue of licenses to persons to drive motor vehicles. Apphcation to  use a vehicle for" 
carrying passengers for hire has to be made to the local authority in each town or district.

The Govemmsnt Agent of the Southern Province represented that the licensing authority had no 
means of satisfying himseK that a carwhich a license had been applied for was fit for the purpose intended, 
and it wa s not satisfactory that the safety of the traveUing public should depend entirely on the judgment 
of a Revenue Officer who may know nothing about machinery or construction, and who is provided with 
no means for the proper examination of motor vehicles produced for license.

The amendment of the by-laws for mechanically propelled vehicles plying for hire is now under­
consideration with a view to provide for—  ̂ »

(а) The hcensing authority nominating any engineer in the employ of Government or a
Municipality, a  Government motor car driver, or any person possessing the required 
knowledge, who may be available in his district as an examiner of motor cars for the district.

(б) Requiring the applicant for the issue of a license for a car to ply for hire to produce a certificate
signed by an examiner so appointed th a t the car for which a license is desired is in every way 
fit to  be hired for the purpose intended. "

(C) A fee being paid by the apphcant to the examiner before the examination is made.
(d) In  the case of a motor car found finally and definitely unfit for the purpose intended,, 

information to  be conveyed by the local authority to the Registrar of Motor Cars, who wifi 
then inform all licensing authorities and examiners of motor cars in case the applicant should 
lay to obtain a certificate or a license to ply for hire in another district. >

Tiiere are now 84 motor buses conveying passengers for hire, the majority carry a large number of 
passengers, and in many cases the roads are winding and narrow ; for the safety of the travelling 
public a thorough examination of a motor vehicle before it is used as a motor bus is necessary. At present 
the speed a t which motor buses ttavel (15 miles an hour speed limit) and the weight when fully loaded, 
and eqifipped (not toexeeed 3 tOnS) is being specially watched.

P art VI.—Criminal I nvestigation Department and H arbour P olice.
$3. Criminal Investigation Departmènt.r‘-l!he> strength of the Criminal Investigation Depart­

ment is**-
Hmbour Police in Golembo.

1 European Inspector.
1 European Sub-Inspector.
6 European Sergeants.
1 Inspector or Sub-Inspector. 

H  Native Sergeants.
88 Native Censtables.

Harbour Police at T^laimannar.
1 European Sergeant.
1 Native Sergeant.
2 Native Constables.

Headquartcta,
1 Deputy Inspector-General.

'2 A ssistan t Sup erin ten d en ts.
6 Inspectors and Sub'Inspectors.
2 European Sergeants.
8 Native Sergeants.

14 Native Constables.
2'Newspaper Examiners.
2 S h ofth an d  T y p ists .
1 Clerk.

Investigations taken up Wete carried out in a most thorough manner, and the Work generally based 
on good sormd system and method. The Force is extremely fortunate in  having in charge of this important 
branch so able and zealous an officer as Mr. J . H. Daniel, Deputy Inspector-General.
. In addition to investigating important cases, tfie Work of supervising open air preachers, the 
nature of bioscope films imported, the vernacular press, and keeping a lookout for illicit importation of 
opium, ganja, and cocaine has fallen on this branch of thè Force. Idany of the devices adopted for 
smuggling opium, ganja, and cpcaine into the Island are most ingenious, and good work has been done 
in detecting them.

The good Work of Mudaliyar W. F. Gunawardhana as Ghief Examiner of the vernacular press is- 
specially mentioned. Inspectors A. S. Efiatapaby and H. de Saram have done well in the investigation 
of crime and in carrying out inquiries. ,

54. Harbour Police.—^The supervision of all persons arriving in the harbour, enforcing quarantine, 
and the preservation of order is maintained by the use of two steam lahnches, two petrol launches, and 
five rowing boats. , There were 61 prosecutions for breach of quarantine regulations and 144 for breach 
of port rules. 1 1 3 ,8 ^ 4 persons Were disinfected under Police supervision.

Part Vi i .— T̂he War.
55. Duties of the Police.—^The duties of the Police in connection with the war’include—
(i.) The searching *bf 1,833 vessels which entered the port of Colombo during the year for enemy 

subjects and suspicious persons. In  addition to these vessels,'343 native ships which arrived 
during the year were similarly dealt -with.

(ii.) The special searching of all neutral vessels for arms, &c., secreted on board.
(iii.) The enforcing of the regulations regarding the disconnection of all wireless apparatus on 

ships m harbour.
(Iv.) TLe guarding of all troopships while in harboUT.
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(v.) The examination of all passports held by persons arriving and departing by steamer.
(vi.) Shadowing suspicions persons arriving in the Colony.
(vii.) The supervision of 2,030 Indians who passed through Colombo en route to or from India.

e viii.) Searching for seditious literature and prohibited boohs’ in possession of passengers en rouie 
to Ipdia.

(ix.) Interception of uncensored letters clandestinely Carried from ships to  shore, and vice versa.
(x.) The surveillance of enemy subjects in thè Colohy. These aye chiefly women employed in 

hospitals or in nflssionary work.
(xi.) Corresponding with other countries regarding persons with pro-German sympathies and 

. suspected Spies.
(xii.) Enforcing lightiftg regulations in the harbour and in the city of Colombo.
56. Aliens.—Since the war all alien firms and individual aliens in the Colony have been registered 

-and supervised, All alien commercial travellers who enter the Colofly are registered and interviewed and 
their business ascertained. Aliens employed in educational or missionary work in the Island are also 
registered, as such persons require to hold special permits under Ordinance No. 14 of 1917 to  engage in 
this work.

57. Enemy Property.—At the instance of the Custodian of Enemy Property a considerable amount 
-of work has been done in ascertaining for him the exact nationality of persons owning property in the 
•Colony who are Suspected to be enemy sübjects, and Who are absent from the Colony.

58. Special War Begviations.—Tlhe public co-operated most heartily in most Cases in assisting 
the Police in enforcing and carrying out the special lighting and other war regulations. In  31 cases it  
was found-necessary to enter prosecution for breach of special lighting régulations, andin 20 cases for 
breach of other special war regulations.

o . 59, Censor.—^Work between the Censor and the Criminal Investigation Department was carried
•out most smoothly. Special steps were taken to intercept letters being taken on board steamers.

60. • Active Service.—^The following members of the Force are on active service ;-r-
Superintendents : Messrs. R. G. B. Spicer, E. E. L. Wright, and P. N. Banks.
Assistant Superintendents : Jtfessrs. A. I. Sheyingham, W. C. C. King, J . D. Aitken, C. G. Piggford, 

and J . E. Bennett.
®nropean Police : Sub-Inspectors B. Ellis and J . W. Barber and Sergeant L. Kershaw.
Native Sergeants and Constables : Sergeants Nos. 550 P. N. Ramen and 1347 P. K. Nambiar. 

Constables Nos. 2355 V. Kristnan, 2339 S. T. Kelsham, 2020 G. Nair, 774 R. Omar, and 
g , 47 Bâppu.

Godd reports have been received from aU of them, and they carry with them the best wishes of 
thS Force. ' '  ,

During the year four gentlemen resident in the Colony, being themselves physically unfit or 
-otherwise prevented from proceeding on war service, offered their services to permit physically fit police 
•officers to  go on active service. With the appointment of these gentlemen as Temporary Assistant 
Superintendents, and by the appointment of two Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors to  act as Assistant 
Superintendents, it was possible to relieve six more officers of the Force for active service.

An effort is being made to get disabled men of the Navy and Army to take the place of European 
•sergeants physically fit and anxious to proceed on active service*. Three disabled men selected by the 
Secretary of State with this Object in vie*W arrived in Ceylon from England in December, 1917, and are 
now being trained.

Out of twenty-four officers in the Force when war broke out, one has been appointed Inspector- 
General of Police in Mauritius (Mr. A. C. Godfrey), one is on active service with a permanent Commission, 
u.nd eight have been appointed to temporary commissions ih the Army.

The strength of the Force was increased by nine officers after the distürbanCes in May/June,
1915, and fifteen of the nineteen vacancies have been filled aS follows :—

o Probationers from England in l9 15  . .  . .  ..- 2
Officers temporarily appointed . .  . .  . .  9
Inspectors promoted to be or to act as Assistant Superintendents . .  4

There are actually now in Ceylon twenty-nine officers, temporary officers, and Acting Assistant 
Superintendents to fill 37 posts. The difference is made good By all the senior officers foregoing their 
leave for the period of the war. There are officers who have not been on leave now for eleven, jline, 
■eight, and six years.

The good services rendered by the gentlemen who temporarily placed their services a t the disposal 
•of the Government to enable physically fit police ofi^cers to proceed op active service is deserving of 
special mention. The spirit in which the temporary officers offered their services, the very thorough 
way in which they set about their duties, and the capable manner in which they have controlled their 
•districts does the Colony and themselves Credit.

•61. Effect of the War.—H\i0 effect of the war is chiefly noticed in the decrease of shipping. In  
Golombo the return of shipping entering the port shows a 25 per cent, decrease in 1917 compared with
1916, while a t Galle there hks beep a 73 per cept. decrease ip shipping since the war.

The class of labour chiefly affected are boatmen, merchants, and coolies. As to whether such 
unemployment is likely to continue and to increase depends to a large extent oP the amount of shipping 
enjîering the ports of the Colony apd the freight available for the export of Ceylon produce in 1918.

Up to date there has not been very great distress. There has been po noticeable increase in 
vagrancy due to  unemployment., In  Colombo city there has beep a decrease in cases of vagrancy, viz., 
229 cases in 1917, as compared with 309 in 1916. As against this there have been more cases Cf unlawful 
gaming repotte<ito court in Colombo in 1917 than in  1916, which does not indicate serious distress.

The return for the whole Island of cases of hoiîse-breaking, theft of »cattle, aPd theft generally, 
crime which might be committed by persons in want, shows a slight decrease in 1917 as compared 
with 1916. ^

62. War Funds.—A. sum of Rs. 8,283 ‘30 was contributed by members of the Force to war funds 
through the Government Servants’ One Day’s Pay Fund.

63. War Services.—^Mr. G. H. Ferguson, Assistant Süpermtendent Harbour, had, in addition to 
his ordinary duties, to perform the arduous work of searching-neutral vessels on arrival for arms and
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ammunition, &c. Mr. Ferguson set ab(>ut this .work in a most efficient and thorough manner, and his- 
good services in carrying out this important and responsible duty are specially mentioned.

The duty of examining passports qf passengers and crews and visiting all vessels 5on arrival has 
fallen on a small Force, viz.. Inspector J . Ashfon, Sergeants Taylor and Fraser, and Extra Sergeant 
Jordan (appointed for the period of the war). The duty of supervising the departure of all |>ersons 
from Colombo by train to India was carried out by Sergeant Harrison. Owing to the careful way* in 
which these duties were carried out it was possible to keep a cheCk on all persons arriving and departing 
from Colombo, and the good services of the small Force employed on this duty are specially mentioned.

Paet VIH.— M̂isgeIm h Sotts.
64. Finger Print Rwreaw.—During the twelve months ended December 31,. 1917, 4,154 finger

print documents were added to the collection. 8,183 finger print slips of persons accused of crime were 
received fOr identification during the year. Of these, 1,393 were identified as having been previously 
convicted. Of the staff specially employed on the duty of examining finger prmts, W. Lasz is mentioned 
as having done good work. ,

65. Habitual Criminah.-^Hh^ve are 5,781 habitual criminals in the Island. During the twelve 
months 537 first offenders were re-convicted and became habitual criminals. 417 criminals were tmder 
Police supervision by order of court on December 31, 1917. During the year 39 habituais while under 
sentehce ©f Police supervision were convicted of crime, and 45 for failing to report. 28ff criminals were 
a t large on license on December 31,19l7. Of these, 16 were convicted of crime while a t large on license, 
and 12 convicted for failing to report. 27$ habitual criminals were tried in the Supreme and District 
Courts for offences committed in the course of the year.

The preventive detention of the hardened criminal has been provided for ; what is now required 
is an institution worked on the lines of the Bor-stal institution in England, the object of which is the 
permanent reformation of the offender between the ages of 16 and 21 to-prevent a youth from becoming 
U habitual Criminal.

66. Oovernment A n a l y s t . Government Analyst has rendered valuable assistance in all 
Cases submitted to him» and in lecturing and ia  practically demonstrating to Sub-Inspectors under- 
training the need for care in handling of productions, owing to the dehcacy of the tests to which

-productions are submitted. As there waS found to,.be no system in the marking of productions, b-ith the 
result tha t stains or marks were sometimes spoilt by the gummmg of a piece of paper on the productions, 
instructions were drawn up indicating the correct way of marking garments, pieces of cloth, glass, knives, 
guns, 'weapons with a handle, crowbars, and weapons -without a handle in such a"way as not to damage 
any part of th© production. " ”

67. Registration of /SerUamis.-—The Police attend to this duty^at Colombo, Kandy, Hatton, aUd 
Nuwara Ehya. During the year 1,322 new servants were registered, and 3,164 new engagements recorded. 
Further registration was stopped in the case of 7 sèrvants convicted of crime. A sum of Rs. 1,270‘50 
was .collected in fees.

68. Epidemics and Outbreak of Diseose.^There were 16 cases of plague in Colombo and a t 
Beruwala in the Kalutara District during the year. Epidemics of smallpox broke out in the Northern 
Province and Ratnapura District. In  the Ratfiapura District, where smallpox broke out on three 
estates, the Assistant Superintendent reports that the Superintendents of the estates helped in every 
way and greatly facilitated the work of the Police. There were several cases of rinderpest m Colombo, 
and of both rinderpest and hoof-and-mouth disease in the Central Pro-vinee, Police and police pensioners 
were on duty in connection with these outbreaks.

69. First A id .^2 2  Officers, 108 Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors, 10 European sergearil;s, and 400 
native sergeants and constables hold first-aid certificates. In  191$, 132 members of the Force held 
first-aid certificates ; in 1913, 239 ; m 1914, 325 ; in I9l5, 362 ; in 1916, 401 ; and in 1917, 540. Every 
Officer, Inspector, Sub-Inspector, and sergeant is now required to  hold a first-aid certificate. No 
constable is promoted to the rank of sergeant until he has obtained a certificate. A certain number 
of intelligent Constables hold first-aid certificates, the remainder are trained to act -under a sergeant, 
Sub-Inspector, Inspector, or officer holding.a certificate, of whom there is always a t least one in every 
police station in the Island. The Force has 2 horse ambulances, 13 wheeled ambulances, 150 new pattern 
stretchers, 58 old pattern stretchers, 144 first-aid boXes, and l25 first-aid hampers. Ijampers cofitaining 
all necessary first-aid materials ate being supplied to every police station in the Island, In  all cases of 
hurt and accident brought to the poKoe stations the PoHee are now able to stop bleedmg, clean out the 
wound, and apply a clean dressing before despatch to hospital, vdiich should have the effect of helping 
the wound to heal, and in some instances of saving life. The horse ambulances were called out on 246 
occasions. As instances of the value of first-aid treatment, the folio-wing cases may be quoted —

(а) On February $2, a t Dematagoda, Colombo, Police Sergeant No- 636 Zainudeen when off 
duty heard a cry that a woman had jumped into a well to commit suicide. The sergeant ran to the 
spot and, -with the help of others, took the woman, who Was unconscious, out of the well and rendered 
& st aid. Rut for the prompt action of the sergeant the woman would have died.

(б) On November 28, a t Tangalla, Constable No. 2261 H. Don David of Walasmulla police station 
- (some 14 miles from Tangalla), who was escorting a prisoner and productions in a criminal Case, when

near the fish market a t Tangalla heard cries that a man had jumped into the  sea. The constable with 
great presence of mind gave the prisoner and productions in charge of another map, jumped into the 
sea, and swam to the drowning man, who was then alîout 30 fathoms from the shore (depth abOut'4 
fathoms). The man who was insane struggled and considerably hampered the constable in his attempts 
'to  rescue him. Constable David was in an exhausted condition when he reached the shore with the 
man, who was then unconscious. The constable with the help of others promptly rendered first aid, 
revived the man to consciousness, and despatchecj^ him to hospital. Until the arrival oi the constable 
not one of the crowd on th e^ o re  had moved to try  and save the man though appealed to. The insane 
man would undoubtedly have been drowned but for the prompt action of the constable, -«^o saved him 
a t great personal risk.

(c) On December 2, a t Cotta, Police Constable No. 1521 Pieris Singho when on beat duty heard 
that a man was run over by a hackery which was being driven recklessly and sustained severe injuries.

■ The constable a t once informed the Cotta police station by telephone. Inspecter H. Rat-Wïltte aD<I

    
 



J u d io ia lT] POLICE. B 17

Police Constable No. 1226 Silva ran to the spot and foTind the man severely'injured and vomitting blood. 
The Inspector and the two constables rendered first aid and despatched the injured man to hospital. 
The injured man recovered.

(d) Oil November 5, a t Matale, a man who was lying bleeding profusely from several severe 
inoise^d wounds and stabs on the face, arms, and chest penetrating the lungs was attended to by Police 
Constable No. 822 Î*. Joseph, who rendered first aid. The medical officer reported that but for the 
skilled first aid rendered the injured man would have died before arrival in hospital.

Two cases occurred in Colombo in which persons were saved from committing suicide by drowning 
in Colombo at Galle l'ace and Galle Buck by the prompt action of Police on the spot and rendering of 
first aid on reaching land.

In  Padukka life was saved by Sub-Inspector A. Sourjah and the reserve constable rendering 
first aid promptly to a man who was brought to the police station with a serious stab wound in the neck 
cutting the artery. The medical officer reported .that the able and prompt manner in which first aid 
had been carried out contributed largely to the man’s life being saved.

A serious accident occurred a t llfedu road in April, when the night mail train from' Talaimannar 
ran into-a cart which was crossing the line a t a level crossing. One of the occupants of the cart was 
killed? and the other seriously injured. Police Constable No. 330 William, who was travelling on train 
duty, did very good work in rendering first aid to the injured man.

Sub-Inspector Weerabangsa of Kurunegala rendered prompt first aid to four persons who had 
dangerous wounds and injuries on them. The Judicial Medical Officer, Kurunegala, reported tha t the 
first aid renderèd ^as most satisfactory, and th a t the lives of the injured men were saved by the 
prompt measures taken by the Sub-Inspector.

At stations on the sea coast all ranks are specially instructed and kept up to the mark in rendering 
first aid and artificial respiration to the apparently drowned.

The Ceylon Police Corps of St. John Ambulance Brigade was inspected by the Hon. Mr. K>. .H. 
Stubbs, C.M.G., President of the Ceylon Branch of the St. John Ambulance Association, on September 
28, 1917. ■

The thanks of the Force are due to the Honorary Secretary, Çeylon Branch of the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade Overseas, and to those medical officers who have throughout the year arranged 
for and prepared members of the Force for first-aid certificates, and instructed other members qualifying 
as effigient.

A first-aid competition judged by Dr. E. Langley Hunt, C.M.G., the Honorary Secretary, in 
which seventeen teams from different districts and Provinces competed, was won by the Colombo Fort 
Division.
® 70« Health of the Force.—In Colombo there is a separate hospital (28 beds), to which during the
ye¿ir 964 patients were admitted, and 7,033 treated a t the outdoor dispensary. Improvements were 
carried out making the hospital ward airy and well ventilated.

Dr. L. de La Harpe, who had been the PoHce Surgeon for six years, was transferred to Gampola 
inNovember, and was succeeded by Dr. V. van Langenberg. During the six years Dr. de La Harpe was 
Police Surgeon the Police Hospital was well maintained, and Dr. de La Harpe rendered great service and 
took particular interest in training members of the Force m first aid. The results of his mstruction are 
to  be seen in the attention given to oases of hurt and accident which are almost daily brought to police 
stations in Colombo. The Force is fortunate in securing as his successor an officer of the experience 
and standing of Dr. V. van Langenberg.

There are separate wards for the Police in the hospitals a t Kaudy, Galle, Matara, Kurunegala, 
and Chilaw. A part of a ward is screened off for the use of the Pofioe a t Jaffna, Batticaloa, au<i 
Negombo. «Separate trards for the use of the Police have been sanctioned in the hospitals a t  Jaffna, 
Gampola, and RatnapUra. Separate wards are required at Batticaloa, Trincomalee, Tangalla, lá ta le , 
Hatton, Nuwara Eliya, Talaimannar; and Kegalla.

The hospital ward a t Mahara is under the jail wall, and there is a lack of air and ventilation. A 
suggestion has been put forward that the hospital should., if possible, be moved to  a cooler and more 
airy spot. There is always a lot of sickness among the men a t Mahara, and a good hospital w ard  W ould 
be very much appreciated.

Quinine is issued regularly and taken a t Stations where fever prevails, with good effect.
I t  frequently happens that deserving men of long service and good conduct serving m Colomfio 

are 'recommended by the Medical authorities for a transfer to Bandarawela when suffermg'from OhéSt 
co’mplaints brought on by exposure and damp in a damp climate. At Bandarawela there are sufficient 
quarters for the sanctioned strength only, and the men transferred as above have to live anywhere they 
can find quarters. I t  is extremely difficult to find healthy quarters for a reasonable sum m the bazaar—án 
fact impossible—with the result that the patient gets worse, mstead of better, as a result pf livifig in 
insanitary surroundings. Government haswpprOVed the proposal to  build two married quarters, for 
constables a t Bandarawela provided a suitable site can be procured.

'  To the Principal Civil Medical Officer and his officers the thanks of the Borce are due for the' gtoat 
•attention given to the needs of the Force and the care of the men.

„71. Police Boys’ Brigade.— T̂he Boys’ Brigade, composed of sons and close relatives of meffiliors 
of the Force, has on its strength 61 senior and 235 junior boys, distributed as follows :—

'Depot andMahara 76 Northern Province ^ 14
Colombo Stations ■*' 40 Southern Province 44
Colombo Harbour 29 North-Western Province 17
Western Province 22 North-Central RpVince ■ 10 •'

-■Central Province ., 36 Province of Sabaragamuwa 8 *
Boys between the age of 5 and 13 do otte hour’s drill, physical exercise, or boxing, and 4 hours’ 

school daily. CTn fèaehing the age of 14 each bpy is eligible for promotion io  the senior division of the 
Brigade, in^hich  he starts earning pay a t Hs. 5 a month at the age of 14 to  Rs. 10 a month a t the age 
of 17. At the age of 18 he is «ligible for enlistment in the Force. BoyS in the senior division do one 
hours’ drill or boxing, 2 hours’ school, and for 3 hours a day act as messengers in attendance a t  a  police 

, office.. The. object of the Brigade is to provide healthy exercise and recreation for. the sons of police 
officers 'and pensioners, and to provide them, during their youth, with sound instructions such as will 
befit them "wlien they grow up to take their place in the ranks of the Force.

9(ni)18 ^
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Police schools for boys are maintained a t  Kandy, 139 boys ; Dépôt, 62 boys ; Jaiïna, 24 boys ; 
Wellawatta, 15 boys. The Kandy and Depot boys’ schools are now being registered as Government 
schools. The Kandy boys’ school, which Was the first police school started,.is a particularly good one, 
and does credit to the officers who have taken an interest in it.

Seven boys of the Brigade were enlisted in the Porce during the year on reaching the age of 18, 
and there are now 15 men in the Porce who started in the Brigade. Five of these boys are sons of 
sergeants and constables of over twenty years’ service, and all are sons of- men now in the. Force or of 
men who have retired on pension. Nine out of the 15 were enlisted in the higher grades as a result of 
the experience and knowledge gained by them while serving in the Brigade. Six have been promoted, 
and 5 Oommended or rewarded for good work.

His Excellency the Governor presented a cup to the best all-round boy in the Brigade, which was 
won by senior boy T. Bargus, aged 15, of Kandy. The winner was a son of a constable of twenty-two 
years’ service working at Matale.

Sports, including a drill and boxing competition, were held at Colombo for boys from all parts of 
the Island at Christmas. The Kandy boys won the Drill Competition and the Challenge Cup for the 
best form shown in boxing, as well as winning the Governor’s Cup for the best all-round boy. The Kandy 
boys did credit to the sound training and interest of Mr. W.,K. S. Hughes and Sergeant Hay ter.

To members of the public who assisted in the movement by presenting cups and prizes for 
competition in drill, boxing, and sports, and providing entertainments for the boys on various occasions 
the best thanks of the Porce are tendered. Their interest in the welfare of the Brigade and the Force 
is very much appreciated.

The school for the daughters of sergeants and constables of the Kandy Force started by the wife 
of Chief Inspector F. T. Coore is being well maintained.

72. lÂhra/ty and Recreation.— central library is maintained at Headquarters for the use of the
members of the Force. There has been for some years a library and recreation room at the Headquarters 
of each Province; and a recreation room is now being started at the he^igauarters of district's and at large 
stations. There are recreation rooms at Kandy, GaUe, Jaffna, Kurunegala, Battiealoa,- Chüaw, Trineo- 
malee, Anuradhapura,-Negombo, Kalutara, Panadure, Badulla, Ratnapura, Talaimannar, AvissaweUa, 
Kegalla, Henaratgod^, Kotahena, Cinnamon Gardens, and Cotta. In many cases the Government 
Agents, Justices of the Peace, and members of the public have presented books and papers to the local 
recreation room, and their assistance and interest is much appreciated. . n

F o o tb ^  is played at many stations, and provides men with the means of getting a healthy and 
manly form of exercise in a short space of time. Lieutenant-Colonel T. Y. lYright, C.PiR.O., has very 
kindly presented a cup for annual competition among aU divisions, districts, and Provinces. I t  is tpe 
duty of every Officer and man in the Force to  ketephimself fit, and Lieutenant-Colonel 'Wright’s encourage­
ment of football should have good effect in encouraging a manly and sporting spirit, as well as physical 
fitness in the Force.

police sports were held in July in Colombo, and a boxing tournament for boys at GaUe. Sports 
were held for the first time at Kegalla with great success, a race for headmen being included in the 
programme.

The Force wop the Government Service Cricket Competition Shield.
The recreation ground in Colombo granted to the Police by Government has been well kept Up, 

and is Valued by the Force.
The institutions of the Force include a Pensioners’ Corps, and the various institutions maintained 

serve to keep together three generations, pensioners, men, and boys.
73. The Band.— T̂he band started eleven years ago has been maintained at a standard of efficiency 

which does the bandmaster. Inspector S.- Adam, the greatest credit. Good progress has bèen made in 
the trauiing of the men in the use of stringed instruments.

74. BJventa of the Year.‘—la  February Sir John Marshall, as representative of the Indian Govern­
ment, came to Kandy to present the Buddhists of Ceylon with certain relics. The relics were presented 
at the Audience Hall, and were then taken in a perahera to the Maligawa, where theyaire kept. The 
tooth was also exhibited to the public at the same time. 'Very large crowds came to Kandy for this event.

The annual Maligawa Fsala Perahera a t Kandy was a record one, both for the size of the perahera 
and the crowd$ which colleOted to watch it. The Kandy Police maintained good order at these and 
other functions in the Kandy District.

The Police were on duty a t St. Anna’s and Munnessaram festivals in the North-Westem Province, 
and at the Kataragama and Alutnuwara festivals in the Province of Uva.

A new Central Railway Station was Opened in Colombo.
® 75. Police S t a t i o n s . are 145 police stations in the Island.

76. New Buildings.—^Thère are a large number of men living out of barracks for want of bartack 
accommodation, and from the point of view of discipline as well as of efficient action in a>ease of emergency 
the most urgent need of the Force is the housing of the men. In  Colombo alone there are 340.men living 
out of barracks. The most urgent of the. new buildings required are fa) Police Training School and 
(6) housing of the Pettah Pohee and Headquarter ofBces on the old Royal College site.

-There are now 121 men for whom there are no quarters a t Maradana, who will be housed in the 
buildings now used as offices ; and at the Pettah police station, a  total strength of 116, there is no 
accommodation for more than 32. The Pettah is the most disorderly, the most criminal, and one of the 
most important parts of the “town, containing as it does much valuable property, the principal markets, 
and native provision stores. The housing of the Pettah and Maradana PoHce is one of our most urgeñt 
needs. The most urgent of other works required are the housing of the men at Borella and Chüaw, the 
housing of the Assistant Supermtendent a t Chüaw, and the Inspector at Negombo.

77. Merits of Officers.— În this report the names of officers and men who have d»nq particularly
good work are mentioned^and I  desire to bring their good services to the notice of the Government. ■ 
I  beg to specially bring to the notice of His Excellency the Officer Administering the Govùmment the 
conspicuous good service rendered by Mr. J . H. Daniel, Deputy Ihspector-General, in connection with the . 
•duties required of the Police in the war. ' ^

Colombo, Aprü 14,191,8.
H. L. DOWBIGGIN, 

Inspector-General of Police.
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PEISONS.

REPORT OP THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL OP PRISONS POR 1917.

The totals of admissions of convicted prisoners to the prisons in Ceylon during the years 1915, 
1916, apd 1917 have been as follows

1915 16,8Sa . 1916 11,131 1917 10,646

showing a decrease of 485 during the yçar as coiUpared with 1916.
2. The admissions of defaulters under the Road Ordinance for the same periods have been-^

1915 . .  114 j 1916 . .  142 j 1917 . .  135

3. Of the total admissions of convicted prisoners to prisons, the following figures give those 
froin the superior courts :—

1915 19171,767 1 1916 ..  1,166

4. The number of convictions for murder and manslaughter are— 

1915 ..  151 I 1916 ..  92 I 1917

1,300

96

5. The number of persons sentenced to death and of those whose capital sentences were carried 
out are as follows :—

g16 
916 

1917

Sentenced to  D eath. Hanged. 
156 . .  90
48 . .  30
59 . .  38

Of the 38 hanged, 31 were Sinhalese, 6 Tamils, and 1 Muhammadan. Of the number sentenced to death 
in 1917,1 committed suicide while in police custody and 1 was hanged in 1918. Of the number hanged, 
1 had been sentenced in 1916. Six convicts were deported to the Andamans for life. Of the 38 hanged 
in 1917, 16 came from the Western Province, 1 from the North-Western Province, 1 from the Eastern 
Province, 8 from the Southern Province, and 12 from the Central Province.

6. Convictions in the higher courts for aggravated assaults during the past year show an increase, 
the figures being—

1916 164 . 1916 119 1917 156

7. The following shows the number of convicted prisoners committed to prison from all courts, 
and their daily average :—

Priaoners.
T o ta l o f  c o n v ic te d  person s co m m itted  to  

p rison  from  a ll  co u r ts  
D e d u c t R o a d  O rd inance defau lters

D a ily  a v era g e  o f  c o n v ic te d  prisoners jn  p rison  
D e d u c t w om en
D b d u «t R o a d  O rd in an ce  d efau lters  
D e d u c t sen ten ced  t o  s im p le  im p riso n m en t . .

Persons hanged

1915. 1916. 1917.

15,859 .. 11,131 . . 10,646
114 . ■ H 2  -• 135

15,745 10,989 10,611

4,642 . . 4,542 . . 3,612
86 . 76 . . 60
5 . 7 . . 6

119 . 78l . . 83

4,432 4,381 3,463

90 . 30 ... 38

9 ( i i i ) 1 8
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8. Retiim showing the total number of Road Ordinance defaulters admitted and discharged 
during 1915,1916, and 1917 :—

Total admissions 
Discharged on payment of fine 
Discharged on producing receipt 
Absolute defaulters 
Discharged on medical certificate 
‘Discharged on pardon

9. The numbers of escapes from prison and recaptures during 1915, 1916, and 1917 were—»

1915. 1916. 1&7.
114 . . 142 . . 135
48 . .I 47 . . 36

63 .'.’ 95 . . 95
2 . . 5 . . 3
1 . . — . . 1

Escapes. Recaptures.
8 3

21 19
9 7

1915
1916
1917

Of the 9 escapes in 1917, 1 prisoner escaped from the infectious disease portion of the Dorella 
Conviet Hospital, 1 from Mahara, 2 from Bogambra, 2 from Jaffna, 2 from Chilaw, and 1 from 
Anuradhapura prison.

10. The number of committals received from the Supreme Court during the years 1915, 1916, 
and 1917 has been—

Ofiences against the person . .
Offences against property with violence 
Offences against property without violence .. 
Forgery, perjury, and offences against currency 
Offences not included in above

showing an increase as compared with 1916 of 35.
11. The number of prisoners from District Courl 

same period is as foHows :—

Offences against the person . .
Offences against property with -violence 
Offences against property -without violence .. 
Forgery, perjury, and offences against currency 
Miscellaneous

Strictly criminàil cases 
Statutory offences 
Offences against revenue 
Miscellaneous

1915. 1916. 1917.
226 175 .. 182

21 12 .. 24
18 18 .. 18
60 39 .. 50
2 . . --- 5

327 244 279

admitted to the jaüs of Ceylon durir

1916. 1916. 1917.
850 261 .. 318

70 116 .. 160
464 481 .. 508

41 46 .. 24
45 19 . . 11

1,440 922 1,021

1 before Minor Courts is- D

1915. 1916. 1917.
7,221 3,721 .. 3,421
6,193 5,166 .. 4,723

961 806 .. 1,011,
360 272 .. 191

13,735 9,965 9,346

during 1917 is made up as follows :—

Increase in Supreme Court cases 
Increase in District Court cases

Decrease in Miner Court cases

Total Decrease

36
99

134
619

486

14. The total number of prisoners with previous convictions received direct from all courts 
for the years 1915, 1916, arid 1917 is-^

1915. 1916. 1917.
Convicted once before . .  . • 1,570 . .  1,332 . .  1,280
Convicted twice before . .  ■ • 436 . .  385 ..  349

I Convicted three times before • • 223 . .  164 ..  , 16̂ 4
Convicted m ^e than three times before . .  243 . .  186 . .  241

During the year 48 persons were sentenced to terms of preventive detention by  courts under Ordinance 
No. 32 cf 1914, in addition to terms of rigorous imprisonment. At the present time there are 9 persons 
undergoing their terms of preventive detention, ah of whom are erinfined in Welikada jail and being 
t r a in e d  a s  c a r p e n t e r s .
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15. The terms of sentences of prisoners received direct from courts into the jails of Ceylon during 
the years 1915,1916, and 1917 weye— ~

1916. 1916. 1917.
Two weeks and under 3,969 3,395 . . 3,160
Not over 1 month or under 2 weeks 3,232 2,700 . . 2,608
Not over 3 months or under 1 month 2,690 2,373 .. 2,215
Not over 6 months or under 3 months 2,731 1,290 .. 1,144
Not over 1 year or under 6 months 1,323 562 .. 664
Not over 2 years* or under 1 year 996 349 . . 381
Not over 3 years or under 2 years 158 86 .. 76
Not over 4 years or under 3 years 202 82 .. 86
Not over 5 years or under 4 years 74 32 .. 26
Between 5 and 10 years 160 49 .. 78
Over 10 years 154 23 . . 16
To be hanged 156 48 .. 68
Boad Ordinance defaulters . . 114 142 . . 135

15,859 11,131 10,646

During the year 66 rioters from the 1915 riots were discharged oil pardon apd on me<Jical grounds. On 
December 31 there were stUl 286 rioters in prison remaining from the total of 5,492 received in 1915.

16. The daily average of all convicted prisoners within the jails of the %)lony during 
tod  1917 was—

1915. 1916. 1917.
Penal stage 960-31 639-36 .. 582-84
Class IV. 2,820-10 . .  2,500-66 .. 1,689-30
Class III. . 3 4 2 - 8 6 608-36 .. 699*61
Class II. 218-48 193-40 .. 229-00
Class I. 374-58 383-59 .. 312-03
BoSd Ordinance defaulters 5-03 7-30 .. 6-26
Simple imprisonment.. 119-18 101-73 .. 83-46

,  Preventive detention ,. 1-93 . .  , 8-12 .. 9-23

4,642-47 4,542-43 3,611-63

Of the total during 1917, 60’ 24 were females, 2‘ 23 juveniles, 15* 49 light labour, and 153' 64 
17. The daily average of tmconvicted prisoners for the same period was—

1916. 1916, 1917.
Debtors 26-03 36-66 .. 27-04
Witnesses 18-54 31-85 .. -16
f'urther examination .. 319-46 177-66 .. 186-08
Committed for trial . . 109-93 71-60 . . 81-25
Awaiting sentence 49-92 10-60 .. 9-67
Arrested on warrants 61-02 3-77 .. 4-31
Lunatics 7-52 7-70 . . 11-05

692-42 339-48 319-46

The total number of unconvicted persons admitted to prison in 1917 was 6,374, as against 6

18. Return of all prisoners treated in the jail hospitals during 1915, 1916,

1916. 1916.

and 1917

1917.
Remaining from old year • 61 229 .. 176
Admitted during the year 6,243 9,747 .. 6,879
Discharged 4,839 9,411 . . 6,769
Hanged 90 30 . . 38
Died ..
Daily average strength of prisoners in

232 389 .. 131

all jails 4. 5,234-89 .. 4,881-91 .. .3,931-09
Average daily sick 167-98 259-89. .. 158-34
Percentage of sick to strength 3-21 5-32 .. 4-03
Percentage of deaths to strength -01 *02 .. -009

The number Remaining in hospital on DecOmber 31, 1917, was 155. The total death-rate per 1,000 of 
the prison population for the year 1917 was 7' 69, as against 22' 37 for 1916 ai|d 8' 63 for 1915.

The general health of the Welikada, Hulftsdbrp, and Mahara jails, and the Borella Convict 
Hospital was very satisfactory, and compares favourably with that of the previous year. The daily 
average number*of sick was 61’88, as compared with 151’15 in 1916. The total number of prisoners 
admitted to the Borella Convict Hospital was 2,304, of whom 42 died. The daily average strength of 
the jails of the Convict Establishment was 1,198‘ 52. The percentage of sick to strength was,5' 17, and 

9(ni)18
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the percentage of deaths to strength '009, The number admitted to the Welikada female jail hospital 
during the year was 31 with no deaths, and to Mahara jaü hospital 1,879 with 31 deaths. The percentage 
of deaths to total treated was 1’ 62. 0

The year was free from any epidemic. The number of ease? of chiekenpox treated at the Borella 
Convict Hospital was 9, as eompafed with 111 in the previous year. The infection was always introduced 
from outside by new admissions to the jail. Several cases of diarrhoea and dysentery, the latter chiefly 
of the amoebic type, occurred in Welikada ftnd Mahara, but they did not assume an epidemic form.

Of the diseases of the digestive system, diarrhoea and dysentery composed the largest number. 
ThereVere l,l73 cases with 21 deaths, as against 763 cases with 35 deaths in 1916.

Of eye affections, 1,047 cases were admitted, as against 933 in 1916. The greater number of 
the cases were of conjunctivitis, simple and granular, and ulcers of the cornea. A good many were 
undoubtedly induced by the patients themselves.

Respiratory Diseases.—Under this head 197 cases were admitted during the year with 25 deaths, 
as against 86 cases with 23 deaths in 1916. Mahara has shown the largest number of these cases (107), 
particularly pneumonia. Of this disease, 39 cases occurred at Mahara jail, with 18 deaths. Their 
incidence is influenced by the following factors; exposure to cold and wet, fatigue, lowered vitality, 
and depressing conditions.

Mosquito-borne Diseases.—^Malaria is the only disease that has been treated under this head. 
I t occurred chiefly among those who had been at some time or other at Mahara. The number of 
cases admittedinto hospital was 708 with 7 deaths, the deaths following other diseases which supervened. 
Improvements in sanitation, clearing low vegetation, and filling up all puddles of water likely to form 
breeding grounds for mosquitoes have been the chief measures taken to combat the disease.

The improved water supply introduced to the Mahara jaü has proved efficient in bringing about 
a marked improvement in the health of the prisoners. The incidence of bowel complaints has now been 
markedly reduced by the chief causative factor having been removed. The daüy average strength of 
prisoners at Mahara was 824, as Against 765 for 1916 ; the daily average of sick was 28’ 96, against 47‘ 23 ; 
the percentage of sick to strength was 3'38, as compared with 6‘16 for 1916. There were 31 deaths 
at Mahara during 1917, against 131 in the previous year, giving a percentage of deaths to strength of 
1 • 12, against 3 ’ 96 for 1916.

At Anuradhapura 67 prisoners were admitted to hospital during the year, with no deaths, the daüy 
hiVerage of sick being 1‘43. Of the cases treated, 40 were amoebic dysentery during the month of 
September. The daüy average strength of the jaü during the year was 104‘ 20, as against 117’o70 for 1916.

At Galle 139 prisoners were admitted to hospital during the year. There were no deaths. .The 
daily average of sick inhospital Was 3' 18, as against 6‘ 84 in 1916, the percentage of sick to strength being 
• 01. The general health of the jaü was very satisfactory. The majority of the cases treated in hospital 
were dysentery and diarrhoea.

581 patients were treated at Kandy," as against 716 in 1916. There Were 8 deaths during the year, 
as against 13 in 1916, the prevalent diseases being malarial fever, dysentery, conjunctivitis, diarrhoea, 
and ulcers. The daüy average strength was 601’31, the daüy average of sick 16'20, the percentage of 
deaths to strength being • 03.

At Jaffna 1,512 cases were treated in hospital during the year, of whom 1,481 were discharged. 
There were 24 deaths. The daüy average strength of the jaU was 598'32, the daüy average of sick 
being 38'10. The percentage of sick to strength was 6'36, whüe the percentage of deaths to strength 
worked out a t The general health of the jaü was very satisfactory. Since July las t aU water is 
sterüized with chlorogen, and since then an appreciable decrease in the prevalence of bowel complaints, 
such as diarrhoea and dysentery, has taken place.

At Negombo, which is a purely convalescent jaü, and to which prisoners from all. stations are sent 
to recoup, 423 cases were treated in hospital during the year, of whom 402 were discharged? The daüy 
average Strength of the jaü was 166‘22, the daüy average of sick being ll '5 9 . The total number of 
deaths for the year was 21, as against 62 in 1916. The percentage of sick to strength was 6’ 62, and the 
percentage of deaths to strength * 03. The general health of the jaÜ was very satisfactory. The death- 
rate whs lower than that of ,any previous year. "

The health of aU other smaU outstation jaüs was gopd, and calls for no special remark.
1 l9i The number of punishments inflicted on officers was 1,036, the number of individuals 
punished being 491, as against 1,317 punishments and 732 individuals in 1916.

20. The number of punishments inflicted during the year on prisoners for prison offences was 
1,892, as against 2,526 in  1916 and 1,422 in 1915.

21. There were 26 cases of corporal pirnishment, as against 66 in 1916 and 34 in 1915.
22. The following table gives a return of expenditure for the financial years 19Í4-15, 1915-16, 

and 1916-17

- 1914-15. 1916^16. 1916--17.Bs. Bs. Bs.
Establishment 187,468 199,063 .. 197,544
Dieting 382,682 611,109 .. 367,114
Hospital charges 19,807 44,458 . . .82,7fl6
Clothing, hewing, &c. 34,680 28,717 .. 26,460
Lighting. 5,472 5,601 . . 5,303
Materials for manufacture 19,034 16,525 . . 18,518
Other expenditure 7,661 12,095 . . 16,633

656,804 817,568 663,308
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23. Statement shoidjig cost per head of prisoners

i 1914-15. 1916-16.
Es. Eb.

Establishment - 35 | . . 40f
Dieting 73 . . 104f
Hospital charges 3} . . 9
Clothing, bedding, &c. 6f . . 6
Lighting 1 .. 1
Other expenditure l i  . . 2 i

1311 164

1916-17.
Bs.
50i
9H
H
H
n

164

C 5

^4. The following is the result of the industrial labour for the financial year ended September 
30,1917

Es. e. '
Total value of stock on hand on October 1, 1916 . .  . .  8,611 29
Total value of stock on hand on September 30, 1917 . .  6,020 66
Total value of articles sold on payment . .  . .  10,042 95
Total value of articles made for Govemtnent Departments for Which 

no payment was received . .  . .  . .  63,673 24
Total amount expended on account of materials for manufacture . .  18,647 20

® Total amount credited to revenue ... . .  . .  10,022 38

The total amount credited to revenue during 1917 again shows a decrease, namely, Rs. 10,022'38, as 
against Rs. 11,682'25 for 1916. This is entirely due to the fact that all trades are fully employed in 
executing Govemmeht orders free of charge.

26. The following is a summary of the mote important articles turned out during the y ea r:—

Various articles of wooden furniture 1,842
Various pieces of rattan furniture 136
Rattan matting, square yards 172
Coir brooms 10,008
Coir door mats 368
Coir matting, square yards 1,956
jCoir string, cwt. 413
Coir fibre, cwt. 790
Coir coal bags m 5,614
Coir tea leaf bags 1,017
Various izinc, tin, and iron utensils, &c. . . 4,883
Coconut oil, gallons 1,825
Coconut poonac, cwt. 123
Articles of clothing and bedding made up for the Colonial Storekeeper .. 13,061
Cloth for prisoners’ clothing, yards 39,880
Officers’ uniforms 1,396
Prisoners’ suits 12,264
Boots, shoes, &c., pairs ... 1,237
Dog collars 34,618
Mats for prison use 408
Madampe cane baskets . . 26,126
Money bags for Treasury and Banks 1,687
Various articles not included in any of the above 15,185

In  addition to the above, the steam laundry at Welikada washed 730,524 pieces of soiled linen for 
the Medical, Health, and Railway Departments, while a daily average of 250 prisoners were sent to the 
Government Printing Ofl&ce.

For the making up of furniture for Government Departments, the Forest Department supplied 
3,708 cubes of various timbers in logs. As pointed out last year, these logs have to be dealt with entirely 
by hand labour. This causes delay, and curtails the output of articles required. Until steam power is 
installed, I  see no remedy for this state of affairs.

26. Prisoners, wherever possible, are employed on public works of utility and remimerative 
industrial labour. At Welikada and Bogambra jaUs various trades are taught, such as carpentry, 
blacksmiths’ and tinsmiths’ work, boot-making, tailoring, weaving, the making of cane furniture, mats, 
brooms, and rugs, laundry work, printing, bookbinding, andT'masons’ work.

27. Stone and Metal Industries.—At Mahara prison labour supplied ihe Harbour Works Depart­
ment with 39,612 stone setts, 3,590 tons of rubble, and 863 cubes of 2-hxch metal, of a total estim|ite,d 
value of Rs. 35,347. The Public Works Department was supplied with 12,025 stone setts, 1,306 dressed 
stone for bridges, 1,060 cubes of rubble, and 1,582 cubes of 2-inch metal, valued at Rs. 49,435.

PrisonSrs s!t this jail were also employed on quarry work, clearing jungle, and taking soundings 
at the new Harbour Works quarry, and in laying down a line of railway to thefPublic Works Department 
quarry for the transport of stone and metal to the Main line.

The Publfc Works Department was also supplied with a total of 3,095 cubes of metal during the 
year a t various stations, namely, Kandy, 819 cubes; BaduUa, 80 cubes; Anuradhapura, 255 cubes; 
Galle, 1,339 cubes ; and Tangalla, 602 cubes.
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28. Work on the Karaiyur reclamation js making satisfactory progress. The acreage reclaimed, 
namely, 7 acres in 1917, is, however, not as large as in 1916, owing to the number of prisoners having 
largely decreased. The total area reclaimed up to date is 34 acres. Anuradhapura mow employs a 
party of some 20 to 25 prisoners on account of the Forest DepartmeUt hr clearing jungle and nlantiUg 
out Ceylon teak trees. At ChUaw prisoners are still empleyed on reclamation work, while atD adulla 
the diverting of the river is stiU continued by prison labour. At Negombo, which is a purely con­
valescent jad, prisoners are employe4 in making cane earth baskets for Government Departments, the 
number turned out during the year being 26,126,

29. Additions and Improvemmts.— Ât Welikada prison oflhcers’ quarters for forty bachelors and 
three matrons are in course of erection by prison labour. A new kitchen, to be buUt on the sam§ plan 
as the kitchen put up at Mahara last year, has been sanctioned, and will be put up by prison labour as 
soon as materials are received. Adc&tional quarters for the police at Mahara were taken in hand in 
September last, and are near completion. At Batticaloa a fresh water supply was introduced into the 
jad by prison labour, and is a great improvement. ^

SO. Mr. A. E. G. Welker is still away bn war service. Mr. W. Phdlips returned from ieave on 
March 5 and resumed duties a t Kandy, Major W- H, Robinson returning to the Convict Establishment, 
Colombo. The services of iMr. J. P. D. Parsons, who had been temporarily employed as an Assistant 
Superintendent, were dispensed with from November 30 last, and Mr. J . Elstone, First European Jader, 
was sent up to JafEna as Acting Assistant Superintendent, Jaffna Prisons, under the Government Agent, 
Northern Province.

31. In  August last schools were opened at Welikada, Kandy, Mahara, and JafEna prisons. 
Prisoners at these jads who on admission are 23 years of age and under, and who have a sentence of six 
months and over, receive two hours’ educational instruction dady, the schoolmasters being supplied by 
the Education Department, The Government decided that Buddhist Wesak day should in future be 
observed in the prisons as a holiday.

$2. The Somalis deported from East Africa continue to give satisfaction. They are now 
employed at Welikada, Kandy, and Jaffna prisons as warders and overseers.

Colómbo, February 20,1918,
A. DE WILTON, Major, 

Inspector-General of Prisons.

    
 



J u d icial .] CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS EOR 1917. D 1

EEGISTEATION OF DEEDS.
REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL OF LANDS FOR 1917.

The period under review is the calendar year of 1917, and the first point to strike one’s notice is 
the g©neral decrease of business both in the execution and in the registration of deeds. The figures of 
these afford a very fair barometer of the general prosperity of the Oolony, and we may feel thankful th a t 
after three years of War, and the consequent great reduction of shipping, the barometef has fallen by so 
little. The communities most seriously affected are those of the maritime areas and Kurunegala and 
Anuradhapura, who depend very largely on the products of, and industries connected with, the coeonut 
palm, the value of which has sunk very low. With their coconuts unsaleable, or practically so, the 
population of these districts were unable to find cash for transactions in land. Table G, if compared with 
the same table in last year’s report, shows that whereas in BaduUa and KegaUa Districts there Was a slight 
increase in notarial work, while in Kandy it has remained nearly stationary, in aU other districts there 
has been a pronounced fall, the margin of which is least in Ratnapura. I  have for purpose of ©omparison 
in the various tables used the figures of 1913, the last pre-war year, and of 1916, by which time the 
Colony had settled down to War conditions, and have generally-excluded the figures of 1914 and 1915, 
which for reasons given in the reports on those years were abnormal, and di(Í not reflect the condition 
of the Island.

B u siness , R ev enue , anU E x p^KdituhE.
2. In  business there has been a falling off of 2‘3 per cent, and of 1 '9  per cent, in revenue as 

cofhpared yjith 1913, and this decrease, when the comparison is made with 1916, comes to 9‘ 2 per cent, 
on business and 8‘8 per cent, on revenue. These figures include only the ordinary recurrent business 
resmting from what is received from notaries and from the public, and does not include the special non­
recurrent work, which is also given in Table A below. Tfie comparison of expenditure is accompanied 
by a footnote, which shows that there has been an actual reduction under the head of Other Charges, 
while the increase of Special Expenditure is accounted for by work on-indexing and binding, which had 
been largely suspended, and is now to be overtaken.

[For Table A'see page 2.]
Summary oe B u sin ess ,

3. The next table shows the summary of business, revenue, and expenditure for each office of 
the Department. Colombo as ever heads the list, followed by Kandy and Kurimegela. KegaUa again 
holds the rec6rd for tinning out more units of work for every rupee of expenditure thá,n any other office. 
This excellent result is, like last year’s result, largely the work of a clerk, whose output is 91*5 per cent, 
higher than the required minimum, so that he practically does the work of two clerks. Another clerk in 
this office has been infected with the same spirit, and has the fourth best output in the Island» I  should 
like tq. see all other offices similarly infected.

* [For Table B see page 3.]
COMEAKATIVE STATEMENT OF B U S IN E S S , R E V E N U E , A N D  E x FDNDITURE.

4. The next Table (C) shows the work of the Department for the year, the work received, the 
work disposed of, the arrears a t the beginning and end of the year, and the compe’rative cost and profit 
per unit of work. The increase in the comparative cost and decrease in t t e  comparative profit is 
explained by the resumption of indexing and binding WOrk referred to in paragraph 2. I t  will be seen 
that 55,667 units of work were done in excess of the capacity of the permanent staff, and of this, 19,44© 
units Were done by contract clerks at a cost of Rs. 2,248'34, 11,131 by the permanent staff working 
overtime at a cost of Rs. 1,358‘21, and the balance 25,096, representing a value of about Rs. 2,500, was 
contributed by the permanent staff without extra cost. This speaks Very highly for the morale of the 
Department, especially in viewqf the fact that the minimum required in registration work was raised from 
12 to 13 units in 1915, and in copying work from 13 to 15‘6 folios in September, 1917. The capacity of 
the staff in the table means the output when each officer is doing the required ininimiim.

[For Table 0  see page 2.]
Details of  A brears.

5. Table D shows the details of arrears in each office, and once more the Department deserves 
congratulation for another substantial reduction in the arrears pending Rt the year’s end. Table 0  shows 
how regular the reduction has been during the last four years on the total left over at the end of each 
year, while T|ble^D shows the amounts of arrears into which each office has lapsed during the year. 
These arrears do not imply slackness in the office, but have been occasioned times by notaries saving 
up deeds and then producing a mass of deeds for registration, against which practice I  have had to  issue 
warnings, and at times the arrears are caused by fortuitous and uncontrollable circumstances; e.g., 
Puttalam shows the greatest number of days arrears in the year j it is a smecfl office with one clerk under 
the Registrar; a deed for 194 properties was produced for registration. This represented fifteen days’ 
work for the clerk,'irrespective of any other deeds coming in, and in addition to his other miscellaneous 
work. In  the exanunation Of duplicates the work is distinctly more up to date.

9(in)18
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■ Table A.—^Details of Business, Revenue, and Expenditure for the Calendar Years 1913,1916, and 1917.
Pereeiitage of Increase

Jusiness:—
Regular recurrent business^

1913. 1916. 1917. compare(T with 
1913. 1916.

Deeds registered 141,735 . . 145,838 . . 132,821 — 6-2 . .  — 8-9
Registration entries (lands) . . 282,910 .. 240,346 . . 218,426' . . — 6-2 . .  — 9-2
Addresses registered 6,832 . . 13,374 .. 13,425 .. 96-6 -3

' Copies and extracts issued .. 11,121 . . 13,558 .. 13,016 .. 17-0 ..  3-9
Folios copied 66,515 .. 83,744 . . 78,251-35.. 17-6 ..  — 6-5
Lands searched 17,762 .. 7,989 .. 4,791 .. — 73-0 ..  — 32-4
Deeds searched (yOars) 9,783 .. 5,296 .. 4,353-53.. — 66-5 ..  — 17-8
Records verified 307,955 .. 307,330 .. 658,741 113-9 114-3
Deeds examined 202,164 . . 220,709 .. 202,082 — -04 . .  — 8 - 4
CroWn grants listed 
Copying register of Cro-Wn

--- 5,067 .. 5,087 .. — -3

grants (entries) -̂- 2,919 .. 6,668 . . .— 125-0
Miscellaneous* (in.units) — fi,558 .. 567-14.. — . .  — 77-8
Total in units

Special non-reourrent Work— 
Consolidation of indexes (in

357,669 .. 384,432 .. 349,122-12.. — 2-3 . .  — 9-2

units)
Re-verification of deeds (in

— . . 20,371 . . -32,912-02.. — 61-5

units) — — 874-8 .. — __ 'f
' Miscellaneous! (in units) — 2,925 .. 7,650-04.. — 161-S

Total (in units) — 23,296 .. 41,436-86.. — 77-8
Grand total (in units) 357,669 . . 407,728 . . 390,558-98.. 9-2 . .  — 4-2

Revenue:—
Registration (stamp) duty

{Stamp duty on 
appHcfttions and 
certificates 

Fees for search­
ing and copying 

'Deficiency of stainp 
duty recovered ..  

■XT i  Fines and affidavits . 
NotanM^ Court fines

I Stamps on notarial 
1̂  -warrants

Total

E^enditure :— 
Personal emoluments 
Other charges 
Special expenditure

Total

Rs.

369,058

28,644

31,413

1,961
1,744

418

2,525

435.330

173,337 
9,201 

16,,713

199,26j3

Rs.

394,876

28,928

36,371

1,679
2,904

577

3,050

468,388

166,464
6,153
2,968

175,585

Rs,

357,089

26,750

33*274

4,858t
2,084

2,900

426,959

168,23311
14,287§
6,035

188,556

- 3-2

- 6-6

5-9

147-7
19-6

14-8

- 1-9
--------- ^

- ‘ 2 -9  
55 •2«

- 63‘8

■ 6-4

•— 9*6

— 7-5>
- „ 8 - 5

189-3
— 28-1

— 4-9

— 8-8

1-1
132-2
103-3

7-3

* Certificates of registration and-comparjug copie? of deeds and 6;Stracts. „
t  Listing attested copies, copying old local indexes and comparing them, &e.
I Includes a sum of Rs. 3,895-60, being deficiency recovered under the Stamp A^alidation Ordinance, No. 30 of 1917.
U Exclusive of the salaries of the Registrar-General and the Assistant Registrar-General.
§ This includes the cost of stationery and stores (R?. 3,100) and prmted forms (Rs. 5,349-30) not pre-vfously included.

Table 0.—Comparatite Statement of Business, Revenue, and Expenditure from 1913.
1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917.

1. Arrears at beginning of year 27i214 25,570 . .  15,995 . 10,065 7,822
2' Business /R egu lar  recurrent wnrk 

received nOn-recurrent
359,636 Y f 382,199 . .  347,488*47

,__ J
474,656* . .  388,420*

1  23,296 . .  41,436- 86
3. Increase Or decrease 14,689 115,021 . . — 86,236 . .  17,076 ' . .  — 34,710-63!
4. Total business for the year (1 and 2) 387,240 / 500,226 . .  404,416 .. 416,550 •.. 396,747-33
5. Capacity of permanent staff ’ 314,000 347,000 . .  373,205 . .  375,374 . .  334,892
6. Business in excess of capacity 73,240 163,226 . .  31,250 . .  40,176 . .  61,866-33
7. Business done 382,660 474,656 . .  394,407 . .  407,728 . .  390,658-98
8. Arrears at end of year [vide Table D ) 24,189 16,995 . .  10,055 7,822 6,188-36

Bs. 0. Bs. c. Rs. c. Rs,, »)C. Rs. c.
9. Expenditure . .  D 109,253 0 . . 202,479 0 . .  177,548 0 . .  175,685 0 . .  188,556 0

10. Revenue 435,330 0 . . 499,474 0 . .  416,282 0 . .  468,388 0 . .  426,969 0
11. Nett profit 236,077 0 . . 296,995 0 . .  288,734 0 . .  292,803 0 . .  238,403 0
12. Cost per unit 0 55 . . ,0 43 0 45 •0 43 0 48
13. Profit per unit . . 0 65 .'. 0 63 0 60 0 71 0 61

* Special work not separated. t  Decrease in regular business.
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D 4 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION RERORTS FOR 1917. [Part I II .

Name oi Office.

Anuradhapura
BaduUa
Battiealda
Chila-w
Colombo
Galle
Head Office
JafEna
Kalutara
Kandy
Kegalla
Kurune^ala
Mannar
Matara
Mnllaittivn
Negombo
Puttalam
Ratnaxjura
Tangalla
Trincomalce

. Total

19Ì3.
229
242
363
608

7,686
2,396

163
2,603
2,648
1,139
1,278
4,468

698

66
205

Table D.—Statement of Arrears.
Maximam Period Of Arrears in  Regis'* 

traticn. Copying, and Searcliiug.j nays.
1913.

Arrears in Units at tbe end of

1917.1916.

366
120
236
827
938
167

1,031
690
615
610
732

582
2

827
10

280

1916. 1917.

Maximum Period of Arrears 
)#£xam inatiou. 

H ontbs.
1913. 1916. • 1917.

_ 12 .. 2 . 1 , t 7 « . — —
621-77 •• 28 . . 6 . . 14 • é 3- * . 7 6
104-98 .. 7 - - .. 2 . 2 2 . . 2 2
257-2 .. 23 •• 8 . 13 7 6 2

1,037-7 .. 21 .. 5 . 6. 12 . . 2 3
361 37- .. 5 . 7 10 3 3
48-76 .. — .. 2 . 6 — • . — —■

225 22 .. 9 . 7 8 , . 5 2
424 19 .. 7 . 7 9 . . 4 2
762-4 .. 21 .. 7 . 2 7 ♦ . 6 2

1,018-07 .. 22 .. 11 . 11 2 . . 6 4
696-95 .. 36 .. 7 . 4 9 2 •  . . 2
— 5 .. 2 . 1 1 ,  . — —

232-93 .. 14 .. 5 . 7 4 2 3
3 19 .. — . — 1 — —

177 21 .. 8 . 4 8 . 3 3
219 24 .. 13 . 19 5 3 2

98-6 .. 27 .. 10 . 3 6 6 1
— 19 .. 3 . 3 4 . 3 1
— — 1 . — 3 — —

25,670 7,822 6,188-35

B ind in g .
6. \  In tbe ordinary work of binding the registers the Department is now up to date, but there are

about 20,000 volumes of/>ld notarial duplicates stül remaining unbound. During the year work on these, 
which had been suspended, was resumed, and over a thousand volumes were bound. ^

Consolidation op Indexes .
7. The work on this was increased by over 12,6O0 units over the total done in Î916, and it Will 

take some years to bring the wôrk up to date. Like the binding, it is unremimerative, though necessary. 
The indexes are typewritten in the Head Office, as this costs less than printing them. *Two whole 
indexes, Battiealoa (G) and GaUe (E), and the greater part of Matara (B), were typed, and four more 
indexes are ready for typing,, and six more are shortly expected.

N otaries and  D eeds.
8. Table E  shows the immber of notaries practising, the number of deeds drawn, the value of the 

properties affected, the number registered, and some other details. The number of practising notaries is 
Steadily increasing, owing to the present habit of ptoctors taking but warrants to practise as notaries. 
In  some cases they make no attempt to practise a t the Bar, and settle down in villages, where 
they supplant the notaries, as they are unrestricted as to their place of office, and are also not liable to 
inspection. Ihavefotmd instances of Such proctors running .several offices, each in charge of aMbrk, who 
obviously prepares deeds without any proper supervision, the proctor-notary making periodical visits 
to sign the deeds and collect his fees. Such a State of affairs, besides being unfair to the notary pure and 
simple, is highly undesirable, as it means tha t offices are being conducted under.mo proper supervision, 
and abuses are certain to creep in. In  addition to this fair and unfair competition, the notaries are 
face to face with a decrease in tne number of deeds executed. In inspecting their work I  have noted that 
there has,, generally speaking, been a fall in the business of the average notary, the decrease since 1913

- amounting in the average case to about 25 per cent, in the number of deeds attested. In*addition to 
ihis, the ordinary village notary gets fewer deeds for large values than formerly, as the villagers in such 
cases prefer, with good reason, to go to the towns where the notary can readily look up the encumbrances 
in the Land Registry, without charging a high fee for making a journey for the purpose.

Table E.—^Number of Notaries Practising and Particulars of Deeds Executed and Registered. 
Number of notaries 1913. 1.916. 1917.

practising . .  614 .. 608 .. 634
Number of deeds executed—

Notarial . .  207,636.. 206,781 ..  186,362
Non-notarial . .  18,147.. 14,281 ..  14,554

■■ — 1 iH'-

Total Deeds . .  225,682.. 221,062 •• 1*99,906
Number of deeds

registered , .  141,735 .. 145,838 .. 132,821
Percentage of regis­

tration . .  62-8. .  66-3 ..  66-4

Consideration of 
deeds executed li 

Value of. stamps 
'affixed to deeds 

Percentage written 
in—

1913. 1919, 1917,
Bs, Bs. Bs,

,825,402.. 141,365,362. .126,184,899

534,898.. 576,784. 700,409

English 16 .. 16 .. 18
Sinhalese 68 .. 67 .. 64
Tamil « . 16 . . 17 . . 18

9. Table F  recLuires no Qomment.
Table F.—^Nature, Number, and Value of Transactions affecting ImmqVable and Movable Property

registered in 1913, 1916, and 19l7.
Nature of Deeds. Number of Deeds. 1 Consideration.

Immovables -.— 1913. 1916. 1917. 1913. 1916. 1917.
Transfers by sale, gift, &c. .. 75.625 .. 73,630 .. 66,486 .. 51,480,992 ., , 5l,27<r,13« .. 45,674.048
Mortgages .. . 1 44,609 .. 49,682 .. 47.736 .. 32,101,042, ... 39,867,846 .. 37,884,631
Leases 8,396 6,906 .. 4,907 .. , __îH 6,445,660 . . 6,461,704
Other deeds .. 12,730 .. 13,973 .. 12,888 .. 37,576,800 ... 29,194,918 .. 21,543,730

■ Total . .  141,360 144,391 132,017 118,157,834 125,775,560 111,564,013

♦ Shown with other deeds.

    
 



Ju d ic ia l .] REGISTRATION OE DEEDS, D 6
Nature of Deeds.

Movables:— _ 1913. 
Transfers by sale, gift, &c.^
Mortgages . .  ! __
Leases . ,  • • i 
Other deeds . .  J

Number of Deeds. 
1916.

__*

1917.
254 ..'
423 ; .

120 .

1913.

} ■ -

Consideration.
1916.

__*

1917.
733,321

1,216,757
3,055

220,719

Total . . 804 Total .. 2,173,852

* Information not available.

Peoportioh OS’ D eeds R egisteebd.
10. Table G is instructive, as it shows for. each district the number of deeds that escape 

registration. I  am glad to say that, on the whole, there is an improvement in the percentage registered, 
but this improvement is probably not permanent, as it is likely that the villagers Who have been unable 
to deal®in lands are the parties who most make default in registration. The cause which reduced 
the deeds executed by such parties thus improves the percentage of deeds registered. This view is 
confirmed by the fact that the average consideration for a deed, Which in 1913 was Rs. 570, was in 
1917 Rs. 632, showing that the decrease of work has-been more marked in deeds for small values. 
Of the districts, Ratnapura again heads the list, while Puttalam, Chilaw, Kurunegala, and Kegalla 
rank respectively second, third, fourth, and fifth, which places last year were held by Matara, KegaUa, 
Chilaw, and GaUe in the order named. As usual, the Northern and Eastern Provinces show the worst 
records.
a Table G.—^Proportion of Deeds Registered to Deeds Executed in each District in the Year 1917.

Number of Deeds executed. Number of Deeds registered. Percentage unregistered.
Number Number All

Deeds.Station. Total. affecting Total. affecting Immovable.
Immovables. Immovables’.

Anuradhapura 1,837 1,281 . . 993 .. 992 . . 45-9 22-5
Badulla 5,357 5,323 , . 2,886 .. 2,875 46-1 46-9
Batticalba 5,544 5,314 . . 1,695 .. 1,620 .. ■ 69'4 69-5
Chilaw 6,221 6,170 . . 5,215 .. 5,196 .. 16-1 15'7
Colombo 32,911 31,796. . . 23,736 .. 23,530 .. 27-8 25*9
Galle 15,708 15,446 . . 12,156 .. 12,102 .. 22-6 21-6
Jaffna » 28,213 22,631 . . 6,446 .. 6,276 .. 77-1 72-2
Kalptara 16,887 16,799 . . 12,009 . . 11,978 .. 2§'8 2$'7
Kandy 19,696 19,427 .. 14,435 .. 14,347 .. 26-7 26-1
Kegalla 11,769 11,736 . . 9,632 .. 9,625 .. 18-1 17-9
Kurunegala 16,607 16,692 . . 13,797 .. 13,772 .. 16'9 16-9
Mannar 597 500 .. 164 .. 138 . . 72-5 72-4
Matara 11,515 11,436 . . 9,131 .. 9,117 . . 20-7 20-2
Mullaittivu 457 .r » 439 .. 51 . . 47 ' . . 88-8 89-3
Negombo 13,806 . .. '*, 12,697 . . 10,290 .. 10,257 .. 25-4 19-2
Puttalam 1,028 1,008 .. 932 •• ■ 913 . . 9-3 9-4
Ratnapura ■6,065 6,033 .. 5,730 .. 5,721 . . 6-5 S 'l
TangaUa 4,991 4,934 . . 3,225 .. 3.225 . . 36-3 34-6
Trineomalee 697 661 . . 298 . . • 286 . . 67-2 56-7

Total .. 199,906 190,223 132,821 132,017 33-5 30-5

N otaries.
11. During the year 46 new notaries were appointed, of whom 40 were proctors. Fourteen

notaries diSd, 3 resigned, and the warrants of 3 more were cancelled as the result of judicial inquiries. 
The total of practising notaries at the end of the year is 634. Two notaries, viz., G. A. E. Seneviratne 
and N. J . .0. Wijesekara, who held the rank of Muhandiram, were raised to the rank of Hudaliyar 

.on the last anniversary of His Majesty the King’s Birthday.

Prosecutions.
12. A proctor-notary of Colombo was prosecuted for various breaches of the Notaries Ordinance,. 

but the cases were withdrawn, the notary compounding his offences by paying Rs. 100. •
. Inspections oe N otaries.

13. During the year tbe offices of 158 notaries were inspected. Consequent onitregularities thus 
detected in their work, seven notaries were fined sums aggregating Rs. 336, and two were ordered to Write. 
their instruction books and protocols in their own hand.

'D eficiency oE Stamp Du I y , &o.
14. A sum of Rs. 1,071 was recovered as penalties for under-stamped deeds and for. various,

offences against the Notaries Ordinance. A sum of RS. 4,858'45 was recovered as deficiency of stamp, 
duty, against Rs. 1,679' 55 last year, the unusually large amount this year being due to the amending 
Stamp Ordinance. The stamps on notarial warrants aggregated Rs. 2,900. '

EEaud ulent  D eeds.
15. During the year thirty deeds were impounded, and twenty-one of Miese were declared null 

and void in the Courts. In the other nine the parties were convicted of fo r^ ry  in the Supreme Court.

Einger  I mpressions.
16. 8,2§1 finger impressions to deeds were taken by notaries, as compared with 8,727 in 1916.

R b -veeification of REcmns,
17. A re-verification and re-arrangement of records in the Head Office was commenced, which has 

mainly been confined to the 'Vital records. In Kurunegala Land Registry a re-verification'has been started.
9(m)18

    
 



D 6 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1Ö17. [Paet m.
Clerks’ RewaEp Pw d .

18. The Clerks’ Reward Fund, organized by my predecessor, Mr, Bertram HjU, fin 1914 out of 
voluntary contributions from senior officers, supplemented by departmental fines, had a satisfactory 
balance of Rs. 438 at the end of the year. From it prizes are awarded annually to deserving clerks, the 
test of merit being the average output of work with due regard to neatness and accuracy. The object 
of'the Fund is being realized, viz., a healthy competition to show a good output of work, to which the 
large extra output mentioned in paragraph 4 is due. The special prize was won for the second successive 
year by a clerk in the KegaUa Land Registry referred to in paragraph 3.

Staff.
19. During the year I  was on leave in South India from April 11 to 22, and was away acting as 

Government Agent of the Central Province from June 12 to July 19, and again as Government Agent 
of the North-Western Province from September 4 to October 5. On each occasion Mr. N. W. Morgappah 
acted for me, in addition to his own duties.

Mr. E. F, Dias, Registrar of Lands, Galle, having been appointed Registrar of Lands, Colombo, 
consequent on the transfer of Mudahyar F. W. M. Karunaratna to the Colombo Kachcheri, assumed 
duties in Colombo on February 1,1917, and was succeeded by Mr. J . S. de S. Jayawardana from Kalutara. 
Mr. M. A. UluWita, Registrar of Lands, Matara, succeeded Mr. Jayawardana at Kalutara, and the other 
connected transfers were those of the Registrar of Lands, Kurunegala, Mr. H. A. Sirimanne, to Matara, 
and Mr. J . S. Abayasekara of the Head Office to Kurunegala.

Two officers in Class II., Grade II., were retired during the year, one on the ground of age and the 
other for inefficiency. Both these officers were recent transfers to  the Department, and did not prove, 
equal to the exacting duties required of the clerks in this Department. Seven officers (four in Class II., ® 
Grade III., and three in the Subordinate Class) died during the year, while as many as ten were transferred 
to other Departments.

The Department contributed one officer to the war in the person of Mr. W. L. P. Amarasinghe, 
who is serving in Mesopotamia with the Ceylon Sanitary Corps.

Owing to war retrenchment, four vacancies in the Subordinate Clerical Service still remain 
temporarily suppressed, while two vacancies in Class II., Grade III., are filled by temporary, hands 
on the available half salary. In addition to these, there were also a t the end of the year as many as six 
vacancies in Class II. filled by temporary clerks for want of passed hands.

Buildings. «
20. The inadequacy of accommodation in the Head Office, lamented over by the'successive 

Registrars-General, has not yet been satisfactorily met. As the result of a conference held a t the office 
in June last between the Director of Public Works, the Settlement Officer, the Principal Assistant 
Colonial Secretary, and the Registrar-General, it was fimally decided by Government to give over to this 
Department that portion of the building now occupied by the Settlement Officer when he moves into 
his new quarters. In  the meantime the congestion in the record room has been partly relieved this 
year by the addition of a few record presses. Another much-needed work th a t has been sanctioned is 
the extension of the Kalutara Land Registry building, and the work is now in hand.

The Galle Land Registry, which was temporarily housed in the local Volunteer Armoury pending 
certain eXtensivo repairs to the building, was re-shifted to its permanent quartets in August last.

. Negombo Land Registry building is to be given over to the Postal Department, and a new building 
is in the course of construction for the Land Registry.

'  Proposals are before Government to  provide for Land Registries a t Nuwara Eliya and Matale,
to be amalgamated with the local Assistant Provincial Registrars’ Offices, as in other minor stations.

Legislation.
21. The year under review saw a very desirable and important amendment to  the I^egistration 

Ordinance, No. 14 of 1891. As the law stood, a caveat which did not fix a time limit was in perpetual 
operation Unless withdrawn by the caveator, which was seldom done of his own motion. Consequently, 
m respect of every deed affecting any property covered by the caveat, notice had to be given to the 
caveator, and registration of the deed suspended till he replied withdrawing the caveat or fOr a period 
of th irty  days. Outside the caveats received in the cqurse pf daily business, there were already on the 
registers a good many Caveats—some of them several years old—still deemed to be in force dwing to  the 
neglect of the caveators to Withdraw them ; and registration of the deeds covered by thenl had, as a 
rule, to be suspended for thirty days, a procedure which caused no little inconvenience and even hardship 
to parties who wanted their deeds promptly registered. This defCet has now been remedied by the 
amending. Ordinance No. 29 of 1917 (introduced on November 7), which limits the life of a  caveat to  six 
months. Advantage was also taken of the amending Ordinance to  provide for the registration of Us pendens, 
but up to the end of December only three applications for registration under this provision were received.

The Stamp (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 16 of 1917, which came into operation on Jrme 30,1917, 
not having been generally known, attention was drawn to it by a Gazette Notification on July 4, 1917, 
and a large number of deeds executed during the interval, and stamped tUider the old Stamp Ordinance, 
had to be impounded when tendered for registration ; but these deeds have practically all been now 
validated and registered without loss of priority, under the provisions of the Stamp Validation Ordinance, 
No. 30 of 1917, which was passed as the result of a representation by the Registrar-General.

Another Ordinance of far-reaching effect passed during the year was the Notaries (Amendment) 
Ordinance, No. 31 of 1917, vesting in the Registrar-General the power, where a notary who has been 
working in partnership with a proctor-nptary dies or retires from business, to permij tlm Continuing 
partner to retain the proto|pls and other documents of the retiring or deceased partner. I t  also provides 
for the transfer of notarial documents (other than wills or codicils) of a retiring or deceased Uotary to a 
notary purchasing the goodwill of the business.

The Trusts Ordinance, No. 9 of 1917, passed during the, year, also throws additioiical work on hhe 
Department, bu t the Ordinance has not yet been introduced.

Registrar-General’s Office, 
Colombo, March 5, 1918.

W. L. KINDERSLEY,
RegistrarTGeneral.

    
 



JCTDICIAL.] CEÏXON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. E l

c o m pa :n ie s , t e a d b  m a e k s , &o.

r e p o r t  o f  t h e  r e g is t r a r -g e n e r a l  o n  t h e  r e g is t r a t io n  OF JOINT STOCK
COMPANIES, TRADE MARKS, DESIGNS, ARD SOCIETIES IN 1917.

I .-^ O M P A N IE S .
. General. y e a r  under repor^is the eleventh in which the work connected with the registration 

of Joint Stock Companies was administered by the Registrar-GcheiH, it baving^been transferred to him 
from the Registrar of the Supreme Court on January 1, 1007.

2. Legislation.—The law regulating Joint Stock Comf>ahi6s in Ceylon is declared by the Ordinance 
No. 22 of 1866 to be the English law for the time being, so far as it is not inconsistent with local legislation. 
The Enghsh law in force is contained in the Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908. The principal local 
Ordinance is the Ordinance No. 4 of 1861, and is based on the Enghsh Act of 1856 (19 and 20 Viet., 
Cap. 47), which was repealed in England in 1862. The loeal Ordinance has been amended by the 
Ordinances* Nos. 9 of 1867, 4 and 6 of 1888, 3 of 1893, 2 of 1897 (re Banking Companies), 13 of 1905 
(section 5), 17 of 1907, 18 of 1909, and 35 of 1916.

Two new Bills are now before the Legislative Council, one entirely a new Ordinance, corresponding 
to the English Registration of Business Names Act of 1916, and the other introducing certain principles 
of the English Act to the Joint Stock Companies Ordinance, No. 4 of 1861. The Ordinance for the 
registration of business names is a precautionary measure, designed to deal with the situation disclosed 
by the present war, namely, tha t some departments of the commercial life of the Empire have been 
permeated by foreign influences working under the disguise of apparently British names. The Ordinance 
provides for the registration of business names of aU individhals Or Anns carrying on business under a 
business name which does not disclose the actual names of thdSe individuals or of the partners of the 
business, and also of every firm any of whose partners a t any time change their names, and of every 
individual t ŝfider in the same position. The nationahty of every person composing the firm whose 
business is registered and any previous name or nationahty which he may have borne is also to  be 
registered. The obhgation to register extends to cases in which n firm, individual, or corporation carries 
oh business in the Colony as a nominee or trustee of some other person, firm, or corporation, or as a 
general agent for a foreign firm. In sueh cases registration includes particulars as to the person, firm, 
or corporatk)n on whose behalf the business is really carried on. The other Ordinance referred to proposes 
to apply to companies the following provisions of the Registration of Business Names Ordinance :—

(а) The registration of the names and nationahties and previous names or nationalities of directors 
of'companies.

(б) The prohibition of the incorporation or continued iheorphration, of companies under names
which are calculated to  mislead the public as to the nationality of, those who control them.

3. Supervision of Corrtpanies.—During the year eight companies were fined for failing to furnish 
statutory returns, as against two in the previous year. The total fines collected amounted to Rs. 240. 
The fpllowing companies were struc^;pff the Register of Joint Stock Companies, in terms of section 1 of . 
the Ordinance No. 22 of 1866 and section 242 of the Companies (Consohdation) Act, 1908 :—

(1) Adris Mendis & Company of Kosgoda, Limited.
(2) The Kandy Dauy Company, Limited.
(3) The De Soysa Distilleries, Limited.

Gordon Fraser & Company, Limited, and Rayigam Company, Limited, changed their objects, and the 
Ceylon-Plantation Company, Limited, changed its name to  “ The Ceylon Oriental Plantation Company, 
Limited,”

4. Progress of Registration.—^Ten new companies Vtith ah aggregate capital of Rs. 5,550,000 were
registered during the year, against 21 in the previous year vifith an aggregate capital of Rs. 13,275,000. 
The decrease in the number of companies registered is due probably to the change in the commercial 
conditions of the country brought about by the present war. The average amoimt of nominal capital 
per company^hi^year is R k 555,000, hs against Rs. 632,142 ‘ 85 in 1916. *

On January 1, 1917, there were on the register 250 cohipanies, which m th  the addition of the 10 
new companies brings the total a t  the end of the year to 260. Of these, 5 companies were voluntarily 
wound up, and § were struck off from the register; the total number of existing companies was therefore 
252. Of these, 11 were, however, in the hands of liquidators, ao that the number actually carrying 
on business on the last day of the year was 241, against 240 a t the end of the previous year,
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E 2  CEYLON ADMINISTEATION REPOETS FOE 1917:

For further detailsVe progress of registration see Table I. below ;—
Table I.-»Companies ; Progress in Registration.

[P a r t  III.

Number of 
Companies on fear. Number Aggregateof Number NTMUbei struck off the Register. Number in Total Nuipber actuallyicarrying
Register on registered. ' new Oompauies. wound up. Liquidation. on Business
January 1. •

137 .. 1907 .. 22 • •
Ks.

14,010,000 .. __ -- 1
on neoember 31. 

158
159 1908. . .  13 .. 6,110,000 .. --- 5 160
165 1909 .. 14 .. 7,670,000 .. 9 — 5 165
17Q 1910 ..  36 .. 36,100,000 .. 6 . . --- • 18 182
200 1911 . .  19 .. 23,150,000 .. 10 h 194
209 1912' . .  14 .. 17,330,000 .. 13 — 8 202
210 . . 1913 .. 15 .. 9,270,000 .. 3 1 . . 6 215
221 1914 .. 15 .. 5,005,360 .. 6 % 7 222
229 1916 .. 6 . . 1,950,000 . . 4 — •9 222
231 1916 . .  21 . . 13,276,000 . . 2 — - 10 240
250 1917 . .  10 . . 5,650,000 . . 5 3 11 S41

5. Companies registered.—

* 6.voluntarily and 2 by court.

-A list of companies registered during the year ended December 31,
1917, showing the number and date of registration and certain other particulars, is given'in the following 
table

Name of Company.

Webstei Automatic Paeketing Factory, Limited 
The Etambawela Rubber Company, Limited .
The Bainbodde Tea S5mdicate, Limited, .

• The Aigblirth Tea Company, Limited . .
The Udagoda Tea And Rubber Company, Limited
The Lucky Land Tea Company, Limited
The Hantane and Bollagalla Estates Company, Limited
The Polytechnic, Limited
The Ceylon and Eastern Investments, Limited

6, Companies wound'll^ and those in Liquidation.—^The companies formally wound up and those 
in liquidation on the last day of December are shown in Tables III . and IV. below :—

red during the Year 1917.

Registered Date of Nominal Value of
No. Registration. Capital. each Share.

Rs. Rs.
. 3 8 8  .. January 4 250,000 . .  10
. 389 .. January 5 250,000 10
. 390 .. January 22 300,000 . .  100
. 391 .. January 22 200,000 . .0. 10
. 392 .. February 20 . . 750,000 .. 100
. 393 .. February 26 . . 400,000 10
. 394 .. April 18 2,000,000 . .  100
. 395 .. April 20 100,000 10®
. 396 .. July 21 300,000 . 16

1. 397 .. July 27 1,000,000 .. 100

Table IIi:—Companies wound up during the Year 1917.

Name of Company.

The Halgashena Estate Company, Limited ..  
The Rathapura Tea Company Of Ceylon, Limited 
The Nilavale Cocoput Company, Limited 
The Taprobane Engineering Company, Limited 
The Peoples’ Planting Company, Limited

Date of 
Incorporation.

December 1, 1909 
July 29, 1911 
July 13, 1911 
July 28, 1914 .. 
January 21, 1913

Date of Registration of 
Final Resolution.

May §, 1917 
July 6> 1917 
July 24, 1917 
September 26, 1917 
June 18, 1917

Table fV.—Companies in Liquidation on December 31, 1917.

Name of Cpippany.
I

(1) The Jaffna Steam Navigation Company, Limited
(2) The Clyde Tea Estates Company, Limited
(3) The International Stores, Limited
(4) The Sungei Dulang Coconut Company, Limited
(5) The Traders’ Dnion COrUpany of Cotta, Limited
(6) The Hlagama Mining Company, Limited
(7) Patigama Cinchona Company, Limited
(8) General Motor Services, Limited
(9) The Coliseum Theatre Company, Limited

(10) The Ceylon Sawmills Company, Limited
(11) The Ceylon Oriental Plantation Company, Limited

Date of 
Incorporation.

March 26, 1902
November 20, 1896 
November 29, 1911 
November 13, 1911 
February 2, 1904 
August 17, 1915 
Jdarch 3, 1882 . 
December 18, 1916 
February 17, 1914 
August 10, 1914

Date of Registration 
of Special Resolution 

authori?ing Liquidation.
August 1, 1911 
November 29, 1912 
September 23, 1914 
November 18, 1914 
October 21, 1915 
November 22, l9l6*  
June 20,. 1917 
May 8, 1917 
May 15, 1917’̂
.July 26, 1917 
December 13, 1917April J,2, 1916

* The date of registration of the order of court, the company having been ordered to be wound up by the cOUrt.

A petition having been presented to the District Court of Colombo by one of the creditors of the 
Coliseum Theatre Company, Limited, the court ordered the company to be wOUnd up. The Hagama 
Mining Company, Limited, which was ordered to be wound up by court in 1916, has not yet been fully 
wound up.

7. Income.—An amount of the receipts and expenditure in  respect of recoveries under the 
Companies Ordinance durmg the year ended December 31, 1917, is included in the statement in the 
Appendix. The total amount of registration fees recovered during the year Was Es. 4,102’SS (against 
Rs. 5,484'88 in* 1916), and the stamps affixed to memoranda and articles of association received for 
registration during the year amoimted to Rs. 480 (against Rs. 1,510 in 1916). The total receipts dnring 
the year (excluding publication charges) amounted to Rs. 4,822 • 58, as against Rs. 7,089 • 88 in 1916.

    
 



J  UDIOIAL.] COMPANIES, TRADE MARKS, &c. 

Mutual Peovident Societies.
E 3

8. The registration of mutual provident societies is governed by the Ordinance No. 16 of 1891. 
There are only'three societies registered under this Ordinance, ■namely, The Rodrigo Family Friend-in­
need Society, Limited; The Ceylon Buddhist TheOsophioal Society, L im ited; and The Council of the 
Ceylon Training Colony Society, Limited. .Of these, the two latter are “ specially authorized societies.” 
A scale of fees was during the year sanctioned by His ExceUenoy the Governor under section 19 of the 
Ordinance, and was published in the Government Gazette No. 6,913 of November 30, 1917.

In the course of the year Mr. M. A. L. Salgado (Chief Clerk, Companies, Trade Marks, &o.. Branch 
of this Office) was appointed public auditor and valuer under the Ordinance, vice Mr. D. D. Peiris.

® I l .—TBAD E M ABK8.
9. Legislation.—The registration of trade marks is governed by the Ordinance No. 14 of 1888, as

amended by later Ordinances. The passing of the new Trade Marks Ordinance, to which reference was 
made in my previous report, is deferred. The provisions in the principal Ordinance governing cotton 
marks having been found to be defective in  certain respects, steps are being taken to introduce an 
amending Ordinance to remedy the defect. /

A series of trade mark indexes or classified representations of marks wer© prepared during the 
year. The indexes are divided info three distinct sets, v i z . (1) a class index ; (2) a word index ; and 
43) a device index

(1) The class index includes a general collection of registered trade marks, divided into 50 sections 
corresponding to the 50 classes enumerated in the third schedule to the “ Trade Marks Rules, 
1906.”

(2) The word index sh6ws all word marks arranged in dictionary order..
The device index contains all marks exclusive of pprely word marks, arranged in 11 different 
sections.

10. Registration.—129 apphoations for the registration of as many trade marks in 140 classes 
weje received during the year, as against 131 applications durmg the previous year. This shows an 
increase of about 17 •! per cent, on the annual average (110) for the ten previous years. Of these,' $9 
applications were entertamed, 10 were 'withdru'wn or abandoned, 11 rejected, and 19 were awaiting 
amendment and declarations of nationality of the proprietors of the. marks. Oppositions were filed 
against 3 applications, with the result that 1 application was abandoned, 1 was allowed to proceed, 
and the remaining 1 was pending at the close of the year. the two cases tha t were pending a t  the 
close of the year 1916, one mark was directed to be registered, and the application to register the other 
mark was dismissed. As the result of an action filed by Messrs. V. Rigaud, of 8, Rue Vivienne, Paris, 
France, and S. L. Abdul Ghuffur, of No. 30, China street, Pettah, Colombo, against the proprietors of 
the registered trade mark “ Ke^nanga ” label. No. 1,675, the District Court ordered the removal of the 
mark from the Register of Trade Marks. This judgment was Oonfirmed in appeal by the Supreme Court, 
and the mark was accordmgly expunged from the register.

11. Tiie registration of 38 trade marks was renewed, and 33 marks were removed from the 
register for non-payment withm the prescribed time Of the fees due for their renewal. The latter number 
includes 16 marks, which owmg to an irregularity in their renewal (effected before the trade marks work 
was transferred to this Department) had to be removed: of these, 5 marks were subsequently restored to 
the register upon payment of enhanced fees amounting to  Rs. 155. In  the case of 33 matks tha t had 
been renewed before the year 1916, the proper renewal fee had not been charged. With regard to 5 of 

' these, the owners paid the deficiency, which amounted to Rs. 55. The remaining Cases are stiU pending-
There were also two assignments and one alteration of address m the registet. For further details 
regardmg the registration of trade marks smce the work wa$ transferred to the Registrar-General, see 
Table V. below :—

Table V.—^Trade jdarks : Registration.

Period.

d . ®.2'dOJ <« > « a
£ ® 

o

o .aV-.. s is
P'S a 'z.d

c8

11|.SkiS

-4.:>bfi dS « 2a
i i 'a

Opp03itiODS.

I
»
1
I

t
§VPi

09

1'SCQ

1 oO»25 *
O'P
S u 
Q

43 ™
s i

SQ .S'® o «!2 d
M S

OQ*
I I
O sf
O d

I t
go,

1907 88 69 1 18 . - 3 1 2 16 .. _ 11 __
1908 148 137 2 8 1 5 4* 1 — 12 — — 3 —
1909 118 98 3 9 8 2 — • 2 26 12f 37
1910-11 (18 m onths).. 164 123 10 18 13 11 5 — 3 44 17 4 ---
1911-12 92 76 ' 1 2 13 6 3 1 2 41 18 6 15 ---
1912-13 (18 m onths).. 192 168 3 12 9 11 4 .  3 4 36 9 8 -- -
1914 93 60 6 4 23 7 i t 1§ 2 20 9 N 4 -- -
•1915 ,  ,  . . 75 61 7 1 6 3 2 1 21 16t 3 —.
1916 131 104 5 12 10 5 2 111 21 •9 6 3
1917 129 89 10 11 19 3 1 1 n 38 33 6 2 1
* In two cases amendments were made consequent on 

the opposition^
t One was cancelled at the request of the proprietors, 
j  One withdrawn.

§ Application allowed, with a limitation as regards to 
goods.

11 Application allowed, with a modification Of the mark.
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12. Income.— T̂he receipts from various sources on accoimt of trade marks, including a sum of 
Rs. 112 recovered by the Government Printer for publishing trade mark notices in the Government Gazette, 
amounted to Rs. 2,605‘SO, as against Rs. 2,306'75 in 1916 (an increase of 13 per cent.). A detailed 
statement of the revenue is given in the Appendix. *

I I I .—DESIGNS.
13. Designs are registered under the Ordinance No. 7 of 1904, as amended by Nos. 9 of 1906 

and 23 of 1914.
14. During the year two applications (both from local applicants) for the registration of design 

were received, as against three in 1916. Of these, one was entertained and the other rejected. Receipt 
under this head amounted to Rs. 15.

Registrar-General’s Office, 
Colombo, January 25,1918.

W. L. KINDERSLEY, 
Registrar-Gejieral.

APP EN D IX .

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure during the Year 1917.
RBOBtPTS.,

J o i n t  S t o o h  C o m p a n i e s .

Fees .. .. .. .
Fines
Stamps on memoranda’ and articles of asso­

ciation ..

T r a d e  M a r k s .

Applications
Stamps on powers of attorney 
Certificates of registration 
Transmissions and assignments 
Renewals and restorations 
Oppositionŝ
Certified copies 
Amenximents
Affidavits and declarations 
Change of address or name 
Inspeotion of register 
Copying fees

Total

Bs. c. Expendiitteb. Bs. c .  

Personal emoluments .. .. 2,499 74
4,102

240
58 Other charges .. -  ̂ .. 25 53
0 Stores and stationery (excluding printed 

forms) .. .. .. 11 30
480 0 Surplus . . .  .. . 4,794*51

367 50
421 0
805 0
25 0

700 0
30 0
22 0
90 0
9 0
2 50

15 0 -
6 50

15 0

7,331 8 Total .. 7,331 8

. N o t p .— Ês. 112 recovered by the Government Printer on accountjof publication of trade marS notices and
Bs. 3,490-50 for publication of memoranda and articles of association in the G o v e r n m e n t  G a z e t t e  have not been included 
in the above statement.
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PART IV,—EDUCATION, SCIENCE, AND ART.

EDUCATION.
EEPOET OF THE DIEBOTOE OP EDUCATION FOE 1917.

® CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTORY.

The present report covers the period from January 1 to December 31, 191'7. The statistics 
dealing with numbers of pupils and schools show, as in aU recent reports, the position pn March 31, th® 
date on which nationahty returns are filled up. The financial figures are those for the financial year 
Octoberol, 1916, to September 30, 1917. InTihe cs.se of grant-in-aid schools, the sum given as the 
total cost to  Government i$ the total of the grants paid to  ah schools which have received grants during 
that period. *

Nineteen new grant-in-aid schools were registered during the year, and 32 schools Were registered 
-for examinaiion only; these latter schools, if their progress is satisfactory, will_ receive grants as soon as 
fund^ permit.

CHAPTER n .
GENERAL SUMMARY.

The total number of pupils returned as attending schools in Ceylon is 395,809 ; of these, 367,033 
are attending Government and grant-in-aid schools* and 28,776 are attending unaided schools. In  1916 
the total, number of those attending schools was 390,434. There is, therefore, an increase of 5,375..

In 1917 the number of Government schools was 839, with 119,432 pupils. The numbers for 1916 
were 834 and 116,712, respectively. There is, therefore, an increase Of 5 schools and 2,720 pupils. *

The gr§nt-in-aid schools in. 1917 numbered 2,066 with 247,601 pupils, as against 2,070 schools and 
241,933 pupils in 1916. There has, therefore, been a decrease of 4 schools and an increase of 5,668 pupils.

The increase in the number of pupils attending Govemnient and grant-in-‘aid schools is satisfactory. 
I t  is due largely to the increased efficiency in securing school attendance; defaulters are promptly 
reported, and deterrent fines are imposed. Attendance, however, still Very largely depends on the interest 
taken by th^ local authorities. In the Western, Southern, and North-Western Provinces the parents 
better realize the importance of education, and the propottion of children rmder instruction to  the 
population is 1 to 8 to the Western Province and 1 tO 11 in the Southern and North-Western Provinces. 
In the Northern Province, where compulsory vernacular education was introduced for the first time in 
1916, the proportion is 1 to 8. The district with the lowest proportion of children under instruction is 
the Province of Uva, where it is 1 to  39. The nature of the cofintry, with its steep hills and long distances 
between villages, accounts largely for this. The proportion for the Rland is one child under instruction 
for every eleven persons, which may be regarded as satisfactory, but can be improved.

La Indian reports the number of children of school-going age is calculated at 15 per cent, of the* 
population; this includes boys and girls. The percentage of girls attending school is probably less 
than half the percentage of boys. I t  should also be recognized that i t  is only within the last two years 
that attendance in many of the larger towns and in the Jaffna District has been made compulsory, while 
compulsory vernacular education has stfil to be enforced in the town of Colombo.

The number of unaided schools which reported to Government in 1917 was 1,308, with 28,776 
pupils. In  1916 there were 1,387 schools, with 31,789 pupils. There is, tberefore, a  decrease of 79 
schools and 3,013 pupils. The return of unaided schools, though compiled as catefuUy as circumstances 
allow, can never be regarded as wholly trustworthy.

Unaided schools have little chance of surviving unless they can support themselves by fees, which 
they can only obtain by imparting an “ English education.” There are a large number of so-called' 
tutories or private schools where English ” is taught. During the year Ordinance No. 34 of 1917, 
to amend the Rural Schools Ordinance, was passed, which provides that any person “ who desires to 
open a school «r g jve instruction in Enghsh or m any other language ip any schoolroom or in any building 
not previously used by him for the purpose to .any class or classes attended children of school-going 
age ” is required “ to report to the nearest Education Inspector or Sub-Inspector a t least one month 

■before commencing such school work or instruction, and thereafter to silpply sfich information as 
may be required by the Director of Education with regard to his class ot classes and the course of 
instruction he proposes to give therein.” I t  is hoped that this provision will ensure an inspection of, 
and control over, such institutions, and prevent the degradation of English by mispronunciation and 
misinterpretation at present caused by unqualified teachers.

9(IV)1R i:'  ̂ . 'V
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The total expenditure of the Department for the period October 1, 1916, to September 30,1917, 
was Rs. i2,353,591‘61. The nett cost to Government, after deducting sums credited to revenue on 
account of school fees and the sale of books .find stationery, was Rs. 2,293,723'45. *

The annual cost to revenue of each pupil ̂ in a Government vernacular school was Rs. 4'40 for 
each boy and Rs. 4-02 for each girl, exclusive of the charges incurred through the District School 
Committees for construction and maintenance of buildings; including this expenditure, the cost to 
Government of each child educated in a Government vernacular school was Rs. 5*34. The average. 
grant paid for each pupil in a grant-in-aid English school was Rs. 10’43, in a grant-in-aid vernacular 
school it was Rs. 3'59.

CHAPTER III.
ADMINISTRATION.

I was in charge of the Department throughout the year. •
Ml’. A. van Cuylenburg acted as Inspector of Girls’ Schools during the year. A successor to 

Miss Gibbon—̂ Miss Garter— ŵas appointed during the year, but owing to restrictions against women 
travelling overseas she was unable to take up duties in Ceylon.

There were no changes among Inspectors of English schools. The districts were allotted a‘s 
follows:—̂ Mr. 0. H. Kriekenbeek, Western Circuit, consisting of the Western and Sabaragamuwa 
Provinces; Mr. E. H. VanderwaU, Northern District, consisting of the Northern Province; bit. T. S. 
TiQainayakam, Eastern District (formerly part of the Northern District), the Eastern Province; 
Mr. E. de la Harpe, Central District, consisting, of the Central, North-Central, North-Western, and Dvä 
Provinces ; and Mr. S. Welayden,, Senior Sub-inspector, the Southern District, the Southern Province. ’ 

The number of Sub-Inspectors was raised from 29 to 30. The distribution was as follows : 13 in 
Western District, 4 Central, 5 Northern, 4 Southern, and 3 Estates.

An assistant to Mrs. Evans, Inspectress of Needlework, was sanctioned from October 1.
Mr. R.'W. Cammack was appointed Physical Director, drill and games;

CHAPTER IV.
HIGHER EDUCATION.

(1) The Royal College and o?hb Univbesity College S cheme,
Mr. C. Hartley, Principal of the Ro5'al College, reports :—
In January the whole of thè Training College EngUsh School with its Preparatory School was added 

to the Royal College, and the form masters and ladies in charge of the classes joined the Royal College staff. 
The forms concerned continued to occupy their former rooms at the Training College. To lighten the work 
of the Principal, Mr. L. Walker was appointed Head Master of the Lower School in August.

Mr. Samarakoon retired from the staff in December, 1916, and the following Joined it :—^Messrs. J. R. 
Pieris, J. D. Wijesinghe, and Abdul Azeez.

The Rev. W. S. Senior has taken some of the highest classical work since May, relieving Mr. L. H. W. 
Sampson, who went home on war service and leeeived a commission in the Army Service Corps. Mr. C. E. 
Jayetilleke was transferred to the Training College in May, and Mr. P. E. Evans resigned his^ost of Science 
Lecturer in December.

The following table shows the condition of the school for the last two yêars :—

Average number on register 
Average attendance 
Percentage Of attendance 
Candidates for admission

1916.
108-27
93-77
86-82

102

1917.
608-18
644-91

89-59
62*

1916. 1917.
Number admitted 
Number withdrawn 
School fees . .

84 . .  71
23' . .  35

.Rs. 11 ,0^  Rs. 37,312

* Excluding Preparatory School.
The special prizes for 1917 were awarded as follows

P. Ramalingam 
T. D. Jayasuriya 
M. V. del Tufo

Rajapakse Prize 
Shakspeare Prize

M. A. Paul 
J. H. O. Paulusz

Tumour Prize 
Director’s Prize 
De Soysa Science Prize

In July two candidates were presented for the London IJniversity Intermediate Examination in Arts, 
and three for the same examination in Science.

The following are the results of the Cambridge School-leaving Certificate Examination, December, 
1916:—

Seniors.
Number of candidates . .  . .  . .  29
Number of certificates gained . .  . .  . .  10

In December,.1917, we presented for the Cambridge Local Examination, Senior, 48 candidates ; and 
for the School-leaving Certificate Examination, Junior, 42. • The results are not yet to hand.

One of tbe most important results of the year has been the settlement of the vexed question of 
the future prospects of the University College and the Royal College. It haŝ  generally been accepted 
that there' is need for the development of higher education and the estabushment of a University 
College. To Sir Robert Chalmers the Colony is indebted for securing sanction for a University College 
to be afSliated to the University of Oxford, with a diploma which wiU entitle th  ̂ hnlder, when the 
University College is c(f.iverted into a University, to the corresponding degree without passing any 
further examination, and which will be accepted by the affiliating University as the equivalent to a 
degree in the case of all students proceeding to England -with a view to further study and to taking 
a higher degree. The details of the curriculum of the University College have been* worked out, and 
the preliminaries were therefore practically complete. The question of site was, however, complicated 
by the position  of tbe R oyal and Training Colleges.
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It was proposed to erect a new University College either on a portion of the Training College 

grounds or on the ground facing Bacecourse avepue. This scheme was adopted, as it was decided not to 
sacrifice the Royal College, but to leave it where it is now, with the balance of its classes in the Training 
College (buildings. The defects of this scheme were that—

(1) The best site for a University College would have been allotted to the Royal College, and the 
only space where there is room for the erection of further buildings would be school grounds.

(2) If the University College was erected in the Training College grounds, these grounds would 
have been divided between a University College, a school, and a Training College, to the 
detriment of all three ; while if the new building 'Was erected opposite Racecourse avenue, the

, division of the Royal College continued, and there was no space for the erection of large 
science laboratories, and possibly in the future of Engineering and Agricultural Colleges in 
connection with the University  ̂for which there is space in the Royal College circle. Further, 

..when hostels are erected for the University students, they could not have been placed aroimd 
the new University CoUeĝ  but would have been situated in the Training College and Royal

o College grounds.
(3) The continuance of the division of the Royal College boys in two schools under dual control 

and in different premises would have continued ; and men and boys would have used class 
rooms and groimds belonging to the Training College.

The* only solution which would be to the permanent advantage of aU three institutions was to 
baud over the present Royal College buildings with the necessary addition of science laboratories to 
the University College, and to build a new Royal College facing Racecourse avenue, which wotfid afford 
accommodation for the boys now occupying class rooms at the Training College : the three Colleges—' 
University, Royal, and Training— ŵould then each have separate buildings and grounds.
“ These proposals received the approval of the Governor, and it was decided that a start should be 
made with the erection of the science laboratories adjoining the present Royal College buildings to form 
part of the new University College, when these buildings are handed Over for this purpose.

The complOtion of the laboratories wiQ not only be a distinct advance towards the establishment 
of a University College, but it will also enable the Technical Schools to be freed for purposes for which 
they were originally intended by the removal of the laboratories there and sO of the medical students, 
who at present occupy nearly the whole building. These laboratories wiU also provide for the whole of 
the first year’s aourse for the medical students being taken in one place, instead of partly at the Medical 
College and partly at the Technical Schools. The plans of the laboratories were approved during the 
year, and tenders for the Work are now being invited.

The inances of the Colony at the present juncture do not permit of' any large provision being 
madfe for the erection of the new Royal College, but the genial arrangement of the bmldmg and preli­
minary plans have been agreed upon between this Department and the Public Works Department, and 
the drawing up of the detailed plans for final approval by Government is in course of preparation.

An attempt was made during the year to improve tlj,e condition of the Royal College grounds by 
planting trees round the grounds and creepers round the building. It will require, however, cohsiderable 
expenditure to provide the school with the grounds it requires for cricket and football. 418 boys play 
cricket, and there are only three cricket pitches, of which only one is fit for match play. Tl̂ ere is space 
for two more match grormds. _ '

• The provision for games and outdoor exercises at the Royal College is at present quite inadequate, 
and steps are being taken to place them on a more satisfactory footing, under supervision.

(2) U niveesity Schoiaeships and London Inteembdiatb E ìsaminatións.
In 1917 the two scholarships were awarded on the results of Jihe Intermediate E^aminations pf 

the University of London, one for Arts and one for Science, to A. G. Ranesinghe and A. W. R. Joaehini, 
of St. Thon:jp,s’s and St. Benedict’s Colleges, respectively, as recommended by the University.

For the Arts Examination 44 candidates presented themselves for the entire examination ; 13 Of 
these entered both for the University Intermediate Arts Examination and for the Government Scholarship 
in Arts, 31 entered foi the Intermediate Examination but not for the Scholarship, and 2 entered for 
Government Scholarship only. Six candidates entered for the examination “ excluding Enghsh,” and 
1 candidate entered in “ English only.” Of the 44 candidates who entered for the Intermediate Arts 
Examination, 18 passed the entire examination ; of the 6 càndidates who epfered for the examination 
“ excluding EngUsh,” 2 passed ; and 1 candidate who entered for “ Enghsh only,” failed to pass the 
examination.

For the Science Examination 22 candidates presented themselves ; 5 of these entered both for the 
University Intermediate Science Examination and for thevGovernment Scholarship in Science, 3 entered 
for the Government Scholarship only, and 17 for the Intermediate Examination but not for the Govern­
ment Scholarship. Of the 22 candidates for the Intermediate Examination in_ Science, 9 passed the 
examination.

(3) Othee London Univeesity Examinations.
Matriculation.—̂ For thè January examination 113 candidates presented themselves, of whom 37 

passed. For the June examination 124 candidates presented themselves, of ùdiom 24 passed. The large 
increase in the number of candidates is probably due to the standard of the Cambridge Examinations 
having been raised {vide infra).. A large number of candidates went to private tutors to be coached for 
the London Matriculation Examination. These candidates generally did badly, as the results show.

First Sxan^imtion for Medical Degrees.—Eight candidates entered ; 4 passed.
Second Examination for Medical Degrees, Part I .— F̂our candidates entered ; 3 passed.
Intermediate Examination in  Law.— Êight candidates entered ; 2 passed.
Intermediate Examination in  Science {Economics).— T̂wo candidates entered 1 passed.
Bachelor 6 f Arts.—Six candidates presented themselves ; 3 passed.
Bachelor of Science.—Seven candidates preseirted themselves ; 4 '
Bachelor of iatas.—-Three candidates entered and passed.
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(4) Cambetdge School CEETiFiCATf! Exaw Nation?.
The nujnher of candidates who presented themselves in December, 1916, for the Senior Examina­

tion- was 480, of whom 467 were boys and 13 girls; 100 boys and 7 girls succeeded«n passing the 
examination, of whom 19 boys and 1 girl obtained honours. In the Junior Examination 624 candidates 
presented themselves, of whom 563 were boys and 61 girls; 160 boys and 14 girls passed the examination, 
of whom 17 boys obtained honours. The total number of candidates for both examinations was 1,104, of 
whom 281 obtained certificates. In 1915, when the Cambridge Local Examinations were held in Ceylon 
for the last time, there were 2,331 candidates, of whom 1,100 obtained certificates. The percentage of 
passes is 25 for 191,6 and 47 for 1915. The percentage of passes of Senior boys has fallen from 46 to 
21, and of Senior girls from 61 to 46; the percentage of passes of Junior boys has fallen from 47 to 28, 
and of Junior girls from 50 to 23. The results of the examination held in December, 1917, wiU ifot be 
received till after the completion of this report.

In 1916 the Cambridge School Certificate Examinations took the place of the Cambridge Local 
Examinations. In the “ Docal ” Examination a candidate who passed in three sections was given a 
certificate; whereas itt the School Certificate Examination, as heliP-in Ceylon, he is required to pass in 
the whole of the &g]Bsh section, in one of the mathematical or science su"bjects, and in three other 
subjects. Admission to the examination is also confined to pupils who have been attending recognized 
schools for at least two years in the case of Juniors and three years in the case of Seniors, except in the 
case of adults, who are admitted to the examination under the old Cambridge Local conditions. A 
minimum age limit was also fixed. The, result was that pupils who had hitherto been confining their 
attention to only three or four subjects fell out, and the entries were reduced by more than 50 per cent. 
The standard of the examination is certainly higher, and the percentage of passes has fallen. ^

In 1917 the syllabus was further amended, with the approval of the Cambridge Syndicate, by the 
mtroduction of needlework thereto for Juniors and Seniors. This change has since been adopted by the, 
Cambridge Syndicate in their general syllabus for Seniors only for 1918. Other changes in the Syndicate’s 
syllabus, such as the exclusion of pohtical economy and physiology and hygiene for Senior students, 
were also accepted in the Ceylon syllabus. , But the main difference in the syllabus for 1917 is the 
introduction of a special certificate for Ceylon for such of the Senior candidates as are imable to offer a 
second language. For this purpose Group I. of the Cambridge syllabus was spht into two : English 
forming one group, and religious knowledge, history, and geography the other group, candidal̂ s being 
required to pass, in addition to English, in two of the three subjects rehgious knowledge, history, and 
geography; and in two subjects in Group III., mathematics and science. •

The gyllabus for Junior girls was amended by counting the subjects in Group V., bookkeeping, 
drawing, mugic, and needlework, which had hitherto been counted as half subjects, as fpU subjedts. 
At the same time botany, natural history pf animals, and physical geography, which had been included 
in Group IV., science, were transferred to Group V. A candidate will be required to satisfy, in addition 
to compulsory subjects. In at least four of the subjects selected from Groups I.-V., provided "that not 
more than two are taken from each group. In order to encourage the study of mathematics and science, 
three subjects instead of four will be accepted, provided one of them is a mathematical or science subject. 
The Cambridge Syndicate has approved these changes for the 1918 examination.

(5) Oriental Studies.
The results of the examinations held by the Committee of Oriental Studies in 1917 were published 

in the Government GaziUe No. 6,902 of October-12, 1917. There were 100 candidates for these examina­
tions, the largest number on record. For the first time on record a woman student-^Miss Lily E. 

-Fernando—̂ passed the Preliminary Examination of the Oriental Studies in Elu and Sanskrit.
The annual examinations of the Vidyodaya College, Colombo, Ananda Pirivena at Kitulampitiya, 

GaUe, and Paramadhammachetiya Pirivena, Ratmalana, were held as usual, and these institutions were 
found eligible for the annual grant.

It is recognized that there are a large number of pirivenas at which good work is bSing done in 
the study of Elu, Sanskrit, and Pah, and which are deserving of grant. As a first step towards the 
consideration of their claims, a detailed hst of pirivenas, their dates of establishment, staff, course of 

^studies, pupils— p̂riests and laymen—&c., has been compiled. The list shows 62 pirivenas of recognized 
reputation, and there are undoubtedly others deserving of consideration.

An interesting development during the year was the introduction of Enghsh into the curriculum 
of the Vidyodaya Oriental College by the Ven. M. Sri Nanissara Thero, High Priest, and Principal of the 
OoUege, who has always shown himself zealous in promoting the best interests of the priesthood and of 
scholarship, in response to an appeal made by me at the prize giving of the College. There were 55 

- appheationsior admission to the English class, and theservices of a competent teacher have been obtamed.
The wealth Of scholarship in the monasteries has been made available to the world at large 

practically entirely in the past through translations made by eminOnt "Western scholars and by a few 
pundits and translators in the service of Government. A knowledge of Enghsh will be of great value 
to the priesthood generally, especially in a country in which every year the demand for English increases. 
If there are mines of Oriental learning in the monasteries, it will be through the medium of Bnghsh that 
they win be opened.

It is proposed to convert the Committee into a Society, and to hold more frequent meetings, with 
papers and discussions On subjects connected with Oriental Studies.

Owing to the illness of His Excellency the Governor the prize giving was postponed to next year.
Oriental Studies.suffered a great loss in the death of the Ven. W. Sri Subhuti, High Priest, a scholar 

of great renown and a valued member of the Committee.
An attempt was n^de to revive*the Committee on Oriental Studies in Jaffna.» N? examination 

had been held since 1912.̂  There appears to be httle demand for higher Tamil, and only three boys were 
studying the subject in the Vannarpannai West Tamil Classical School, which at one time received a 
grant from Government. .-To encourage these studies. Government agreed, on my recommendation, that 
exemption from the Tamil part of the Notarial Prehminary Examination should be granted to candidates 
who pass the Intermediate or the Final Examination of the Committee Oh Oriehtal Studies, Jaffna.
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CHAPTER V.
ENGLISH SCHOOLS.

In 1917 there were 196 grant-in-aid English schools attended by 31,907 pupds, of whom 24,755 
were boys and 7,162 were girls. The number of schools has increased by 4, and the number of pupils 
by 982. Besides these, returns have been received from .62 imaided English schools attended by 2,683 
pupils : the number of pupils shows a decline of 73. The average grant per head has fallen from 
Rs. 10-62 to Rs. 10-43.

The work of classifjdng schools according to the new rules was gradually dealt with in the course 
of the year, and the 196 English schools are now classified as follows :—

* Fully organized secondary schools . .  . .  . .  21
Elementary schools with secondary department working up to the Senior 

School Certificate Examination . .  . .  . . 2 0
Elementary schools with secondary department working up to the Junior 

School Certificate Examination . .  . .  . .  8
a BfScient elementary schools . .  . . . .  24

Non-e£5cient elementary schools . .  . .  . .  94
Primary schools . .  . . . .  . .  29

These figures give little idea of the ever-increasing demand for English in this coimtry, “ English, 
more English, better English.”

In my last Administration Report I dealt at some length with the weaknesses in English schools 
and the efforts which should be made to correct them. The various Conferences held during the year, 
which are referred to elsewhere, did much to ventilate these questions, and to secure appreciation amongst 
the teachers of the difficulties they have to overcome before Enghsh can be made the worhinÿ language 

^f Ceylon.
There can be no question that while English is, perhaps, better expressed and pronounced by those 

in Ceylon who have received their education in the best English boys’ and girls’ schools in the Island 
than in most Eastern countries, on the other hand the number of boys applying for posts in Government 
and mercantile offices, &c., who have a vxyrhing knowledge of English-^who can express themselves 
simply and intelligibly in English—-forms a very small proportion amongst a very large class.

ft is unfortunately the case that a pâ-ss in Enghsh in the Senior Cambridge Examination ip the past 
does not necessarily mean that the student can write a simple letter applying for an appointment without 
committing several errors in grammar and composition. I desire to lay further stress on these poipts.
« (1) It is not sufficiently realized that the CeyloP boy has to learn all his subjects through the

medium of®a language which is not his mother tongue, and that it is useless, and worse than useless, to 
multiply these subjects and require him to learn more languages until he has thoroughly mastered ope— 
English. The Ceylon boy has completely to alter his powers of expression ; h© has to reconstruct whatever- 
he wishes to say in a different form of sentence. The distribution of the parts Of speech in an English 
sentence must appear to a Sinhalese or a Tamil boy to be a form of jigsaw puzzle, which he must put 
together before he can express what he wants to say, and the puzzle frequently represents something 
he has not seen before. To reconstruct sentences thought out in Sinhalese or Tapiil into English is a work 
of no small difficulty. The student finds himself equipped with a model Of a watch hUt, frotp whiph he 
has to construct an English villa, aPd too frequently to this is added a Roman villa. No lyOnder that 
his foundations are shaky, and that he builds his top storeys without staircases. The student must be 
taken slowly and carefully through the different stages, and he must be taught to think and to express 
himself clearly in English before he takes up any other language, or even learns his other subjects 
through the medium of Enghsh. Ear more attention must be paid to Enghsh conversation. An Indian 
University proposes to give a diploma in English Rhetoric. I would award diplomas in Spoken Epghsh 
in the preparatory classes, and to the teachers who can teach Enghsh conversation without fesource to 
metaphor and idiom.

(2) At the Conference of Managers and Head Teachers held in Colombo in November on a discussion 
as to when a second language (reaUy a third language) should be started, it was generahy agreed that, 
while hberty should be left to the schools to teach additional languages, the rule that bffuroation into 
secondary and elementary departments should not take place until after the completion of the work of 
the fifth or any higher standard should be strictly adhered to. It has been made clear to schools, too, 
that Latin is not to be taken until the pupil has a thoroughly sound knowledge of English, and that in 
schools where it is found that the standard of Enghsh is low while Latin is being taught, departmental 
action wiU be taken, and the school will be hable to loss of grhnt or re-clasSification.

So long as Latin is required for admission to the Ceylon Medical College, and its study is encouraged 
for the London Intermediate and the Cambridge ‘Senior, so long must hundreds of victims be sacrificed 
for the “ higher education ” of the few.

It is not intended to discourage the study of Latin in the larger schools, where it is in many cases 
weU taught to boys who have already a sotmd knowledge of English, but only to impress on schools the 
importance of requiring a sound knowledge of Enghsh throughout the school. It must be the basis of 
ah instruction. The scholarship boy wiU continue to take Latin, and CeylOn owes much to its classical 
scholars ; but the scholarship boy, or even the “ passed candidate,’* is not, or rather should not be, the 
main object of education in Ceylon schools.

(3) It wih only be by an improvement in the elementary department of the Enghsh schools that 
the tendency to scamp the first stages in Enghsh can be checked. Mr. Harrison in his report deals fuhy 
with the elementary schools. The introduction of commercial subjects into the Elementary School 
Certificate Examination and into the schools which it is hoped to start next-year should greatly strengthen 
the elementary side, which at present suffers from the want of outlets. After the boy has passed his 
Elementary ̂ hoôl-leaving Certificate Examination, his school course on the elementary side is practically 
finished from his point of view and that of his parent, because there are no nmre examinations which he 
will be required to take.

(4) It is fhe examination “ system which is primarily responsible for the cram and memorizing, 
and the scant attention paid to oral work in our schools. Examination subjects, set books, and even 
guides to set books are regarded as the stock in trade <?f education.
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(5) Even the “ English as she is wrote *’ of the petition drawer and the “jungle proctor ” is largely 
the outcome of examination requirements. The syllabus of work in the upper school of elementary 
schools requires in standard VIII. (or in.secondary schools form IV.) “ to make up sentences illustrating 
the use of familiar idiomatic expressions.” Unfortimately many examiners interpret this as requiring a 
knowledge of metaphors and similes, which gives them the opportunity of setting in examination papers 
strings of phrases to “ explain the meaning Of.” The teachers are well aware of this penchant on the 
part of the examiners, and students spènd long hours in learning off “ Enghsh idioms,” which they will 
almost certainly misuse later.

I annex an extract from a report of the exannnerin English language at the Third Class Enghsh 
Teachers’ Certificate Examination :—

Mistakes in idiom and the correct use of words occurred in nearly every paper ; a few “ howlers ” picked 
at random from various papers will illustrate this :—

Phrase is a part of speech which has no meaning.
A phrase is á sentence which has no meaning. (Several gave this reply. )
Session is a quality to possess. .
She is an antidote to me.
We are antidotes to the New Zealanders.
Must take an antidote after breakfast.
Me antidote with his friend.
Me illicit his diagram.
Teachers must use illicit methods of teaching boys in lower standards. "
This medicine is illusive to your health.
Blieit sales of toddy.
Do not antidote against me.
A participle is simply a word with ing at its end, e.g., reading is useful.
The English are familiar to soap.
It is ea®y to multiply such instances. The positive harm done in this way is very great, for there 

are many who can express themselves quite intelligibly, but who beheve, with the Oriental taste for 
ornamentation, that their effort wiU be wasted unless it is adorned by a gem “from an Enghsh master,” 
and much good sense is marred by extravagance.

It cannot be too frequently impressed-on teachers in Ceylon schools that English should be taught 
as a “ live ” language ; that more attention should be paid to conversation, especially to pronuAciation 
and enunciation, and less dependence be shown on readers and class books. There is a tendency among 
far too many teachers to do aU the talking themselves and nqt to insist on their class all taking part in 
the lesson, with the result that the pupil, when he has to talk EngHsh, has to think out what he is goi^ 
to say, and toó frequently tries to quote, instead of relying on his own powers of expression, as he has 
not the facility in, nor command of, the spoken language. •

t  annex reports from the Inspectors of English schools. Mr. C. A. Wicks writes on the teaching 
of mathematics and science in EngHsh schools :—

A,rithmetic.—The general standard of arithmetic teaching in the secondary schools continues to improve, 
but many teachers of the lower forms handicap their work by following too closely the present syllabus outlined 
in the Code for elementary schools.

Increased attention has been given to “ m ental” arithmetic. In many schools definite periods‘for 
“ mental ” arithmetic have been provided, but there is a tendency to keep this part of the teaching separate 
from the rest. The object of frequent practice in “ mental ” arithmetic must be to use-the power it gives in 
working out ordinary written examples, and this object is somewhat lost sight of. Many a pupil shows 
quickness and accuracy during the mental arithmetic lessons, and then, in a written example, proceeds to 
«îivide a number by 100 using long divisions.  ̂ ^

The teaching of arithmetic in Ceylon English schools is slowly but steadily becoming more practical, 
but the teaching of practical arithmetic requires apparatus both for the teacher and the pupils. It seems a 
remarkable thing that tables of weights and measures should be taught without some knowledge being given 
as to the methods and instrulnents used in ordinary practice.

Mathematics.— Ît is pleasing to note the improvement in the teaching of elementary algebra and 
geometry in tlie majority of the secondary schools, and the relation of arithmetic to algebra hais been used 
with encouraging results by teachers of the first.y;ear’s course.

Progress in the teaching of graphical algebra, though real, is very slow. There is still too much inclina­
tion to regard “ graphs ” as a separate section of algebra dealing with the solution of equations, rather than a 
method of exhibiting a function.

The present teaching of non-graphiçal algebra suffers from a defect which was evident in the teaching of 
geometry a year or two ago, but which is being gradually remedied. This defect was that an excess of time 
Was devoted to book theorems and problems, and the result was that, as a whole, the pupils showed little 
çapacàty for working opt “ riders.” At the present time there is insufficient practice in the middle forms with 
easy algebra “ riders ” ; the great majority of the examples set are usually “ drill ” examples on algebraic 
rules. This defect is in the main due to the older type of elementary text book, and will doubtless gradually 
disappear as modem text books come into steady use.

Migher School mathematics continues to be confined to a few of the big secondary schools. A four-year 
course in elemetitary algebra and geometry should be sufficient to covOr the ground required for the Cambridge 
Senior Examination, and there seems no reason why the sixth form of every secondary school should not 
contain boys who are extending their knowledge of elementary mathematics by the study of trigonometry 
and the calculus. Simple trigonometrical notions can readily be taught in the middle forms when studying 
the properties of the right-angled triangle.

Science : (a) Boys’ Schools.—+Conditions fOr science teaching have continued to be unfavourable owing 
to the difficulty and delay in obtaining apparatus, but it is encouraging to note that the number of pupils 
receiving instruction in elementary practical science is Steadily increasing : ffiore than 350 candidates entered 
for elementary experimental science at the last Cambridge Junior Examination. In this subject the funda­
mental laws of physics need to be taught more thoroughly ; in many schools the lessons become lessons in 
practical arithmetic, rather than the study of actual physical phenomena. «

Eifteen schools ha'^ made provision for a senior course of science ; in nine of these schools both 
chemistry and physics are taught, in two a senior course of botany. The standard of work in physics is 
distinctly lower than in chemistry, and this is due both to the lack of satisfactory groundwork and to insufficient 
experimental work of sufficient difficulty. ^

In one or two boys’ schools a satisfactory course, of nature study has been given to the lower forms. 
It is hoped that several other schools wiU be able to do so next year, and thus add to the number of Schools 
w h o  are able to provide a senior course in botany.
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(6) Girls' S c h o o l s . difficult problem of science teaching in girls’ schools appears to be now in process 
of solution. The course of science teaching that appears to lead to most valuable results and to involve less 
difficulty with »regard to expenditure than a course of specific physics or chemistry was outlined at the 
Teachei^’ Conference in August. Briefly put, it  is a course of nature study, by which the fundamental 
principles of elementary physics and chemistry are taught in relation to life, especially plant life. Such a 
course leads naturally on to the study of physiology and of personal and home hygiene, which constitute the 
basis of domestic science. In several girls’ schools the science teaching is already on these fines, while in 
others preparations are being rhade for such a course of science tSaehing.

A number of schools were provided with microseopes, and special provision wiQ be made by the 
Department to ehcourage nature study in the schools by presenting a microscope where there is a 
competent teacher and sufficient nurnber of pupils to appreciate its vslue. It is hoped next year to make 
special provision for grant in aid to schools for the purchase of nature study slides and simple equipment, 
which win further encourage.this subject.

Mr. L. McD. Robison reports on the teaching of English, history and geography, and Latin in 
English schools

>.—More time is now being given to English in many schools ; and more reading, both’ in and out 
of schools, is done, though there is room for great improvement in this branch. There are still some schools 
which, in the lower forms, spend a term over the reading of a simple story or tale of adventure.

The minute study of notes and editorial introductory matter at the expense of the text itself is found 
in some-of the Cambridge classes.

Recitation continues to be very poor in most schools. The value of the training in clear arTiculation is  
not realized. The practice of setting apart certain times for recitation and reading exercises by boys picked in 
turn from the whole school is to be commended. The pieces chosen, however, are not always the most suitable ; 
in fact, throughout the schools many of the selections for recitation are very poor ; variety and originality am  

«mot often found.
The value of an early start with written composition is being better realised.
Elementary précis work might be started muçh earlier than it  is. Training the pupils to express them­

selves in the simplest English is waftted. Specimens of very exaggerated journalese describing cominon 
events have been given in certain local public examinations. The candidates Were asked tô turn these into  
simple English. Rx mosf cases they failed badly. The fault often lies with the early schôçl training under 
teachers who cannot detect and cheek such extravagances in expression.

the greater attention to composition work theïe has been some neglect of the $tudy of English 
grammar, the formal study of which should form part of the composition exercises.

(îeojrrop/iy.-^Satisfactory progress is being made in this subject, especially in girls’ schools. I t  is a  pity  
that one or two schools drop geography in their top forms. A sounder grasp of the fundamental pjinciples is 
being obtafeied by the pupils. The mapping work is steadily improving. Pictures Of different parts of the  
World and their association with certain geographical phenomena are being used. There is still a great 
deal of ignorance of Ceylon geography, especially When teachers fail to illustrate their lessons with local 
examples.

The physical geography, on the whole, is poor. Many schools took up the subject for the sake of the  
Cambridge Examinations, without any preliminary groundwork in the lower part of the school. To do well 
in the subject, it is necessary that foundations should have beep laid in the form of elementary observation 
lessons in the lowest standards. Physical geography is essentially not a Cram subject ; a carefully worked out 
course extending Over several years is necessary.

Much has yet to be done in practical work in geography. Expensive apparatus is pot required, but 
for the proper imderstanding of many geographical principles experiments are necessary. When practical 
observations of the apparent position of the sun, wind direction, temperature, and rainfall have been made, 
neglect to collate the results properly is very often found.

History.—The use of modem text books is making history more interesting to pupils. Where formerly 
the pupils would dismiss a question in two fines of memorjited text, now a brightly written answer showing a 
knowledge of the subject is obtained. The series Which is most popular gives more than English history ; 
important facts in European and world history are also dealt with. The use Of a concentric series of history 
readers is not recommended, as, unless great care is taken, the pupils confuse the time order of events. The 
inter-relationship between history and geography might be made more prominent.

LatiH.—The Latin work is still very poor in most Schools. In some cases it  is begun too early, and  
much of the time allotted to the subject is wasted. Many boys are learning this additional language before 
they are familiar with English ; steps have been taken to check this tendency. The rudiments of the language 
are barely known in some cases, and the Latin author in the upper classes is turned into langhage which 
commonly passes as the EngUsh rendering of a Latin passage, but which is an ahnoSt unintelligible “ dog ”  
English. Although much of this bad work is due tO the Lirtin being taken before a grounding in English has 
been obtained, yet more is due to bad teaching.

' Mr. Harrison, Inspector of General Elementary Work, reports on the teaching in hoys’ elementary
schools generally, and the progress made during the past three years :— '

Organization.—The present organization and curriculum of the elementary school are based on the 
recommendations of the Education Committee of l9 l2 .

The large majority of the children in the villages and Smaller towns enter the English school after passing 
the third or higher-standard in the vernacular school. They are then taught for two or three years in the  
special classes, in which a large amount of time is devoted to English language on the “ direct ” method before 
passing on to the fifth standard. These classés, on which I reported in sòme detail in 1914 and 1917, continue 
to serve a very useful purpose.

In the towns the number of children of infant school age who commence their education in English 
schools is increasing ; but the provision for the education of these children is very unsatisfactory. Only 
one or two schools have properly equipped infant departments working along modern lines. The work 
in the so-called infant classes in the majority of schools amounts to little more than mechanical drill in  the  
rudiments of the three R ’s, a few miscellaneous object lessons, and the manipulation of strips of paper, 
bricks, &c., under the name of “ occupations.”

In theabsepce of a sufficient number of qualified teachers, promising work is being done in some schools 
by young teachers, who have gained alitele experiencein the infant departments aliached to some of the larger 
girls’ schools, and more might be done in  this direction, but the development of good infant schools, the 
training of teachers for this purpose, and provision for the proper inspection of the schools should be regarded 
as one of the most important requirements for the future improvement of the elementary school.

Inspection and Examination.—Since I9 l4  a number of schools which satisfied the Code requirements 
with regard to staff and equipment have been classified as “ efficient ” and given an attendance grant, in  
place of the grant on the results of individual examination of the scholars. The result in practically all cases
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has been a distinct improvenient in the character of the work andin the methods of teaching. This has been 
most noticeable in the lower school, and especially where the work of a young staff has been directed by one or 
two trained teachers. . * ’

Some of the older teachers who have been aeeustomed to work under the stimulus of a  rigid test along 
hard and fast lines find difSdUlty in adapting themselves to the new requirements ; but' the majority of the 
teachers have responded weU to the increased responsibility which the new system places on them. The  ̂
scholars in the efficient elementary schools are examined individually in  all subjects twice in their school 
career, at the fourth and eighth standards. The fourth standard promotion examination serves a very 
valuable purpose, in ensuring that the scholars reach a reasonable standard in English language (especially 
conversation), writing, and arithmeUc before they are promoted to the upper school. The eighth standard 
examination, on the results of which the Elementary School-leaving Certificate is awarded, is taken by the 
eighth standards of all elementary sohools.

The number of entries each year—averaging now about 700—is smell compared with the number 
of scholars in elementary schools, but the large majority of boys leave sphool before reaching the eighth 
standard.

The results of this exaniination continue to be very poor, the number of passes ranging betweei^25 and 
3S per cent. This low standard of work is due principally to the fact that the majority of the candidates are 
drawn from elementary schools with secondary departments, and in such schools the upper elementary classes 
contain all the backwmrd boys.

It is unfortimate that the original proposals of the Education Cornmittee of 1912, that secondary 
departments should begin their work after the eighth standard, have not been carried out. In a large 
number of schools the curriculum for the iniddle forms of the secondary department does not differ from 
that of th® corresponding elementary classes, except for the introduction of Latin and science, and the 
incteased expenditure in organization does not add to the efficiency of the school. Moreover, the large 
majority of boys in  these schools would have their needs fully met by a sound elementary education on broad 
Unes, which could be continued in a commercial class or in classes working for the Ceylon School Certificate, o

The elementary schools could provide a sound education along these lines for the large majority of 
Ceylon boys and giris. but the work is bound to- be disappointing imder present conditions, whereby the 
brighter scholars are' drafted o& for the doubtful advantage of receiving a smattering of Latin and science. 
That the standard of th® Elementary School-leaving Certificate Examination is not too high is shown by the 
success of some of the smaller purely elementary schools in outstations, where 80 and 90 per cent, of passes 
are obtained.

Staff.—The greatest bâr to progress in the elementary school is the absence of a stable body of qualified 
teachers. It is by no means unusual for the staff of a school to be almost completely iîhanged in the 
course of a year. The head masters are usually well-quaUfled men and very industrious ; but the majority 
of the assistants are either men of long standing in the teaching profession, frequently of poor caUbre, aq,d 
who find difficulty in adapting themselves to the reqmrements of modern methods, or young men who take 
up teaching between the interval of leaving school and taking up one of the professions or entering the Cleijcal 
Service, guch men frequently do useful work for a year or two, but have no permanent interest in their work. 
The reason for the shortage of teachers of the r i^ t ty p e  is found in the lowealaries and poor prospects which 
the profession offers for all but specially qualified men.

Women teachers usually do much better than men in the lower standards, and they are being 
increasingly employed as teachers the lower departanents of boys’ schools. A word must be said in 
praise of the work of the trained teachers. The influence of the Training-College is gradually spreading 
throughout the Island, and wherever its teachers are employed, they are exercising an excellent effect on the 
methods of teaching. The trained teachers are sometimes given charge of the work in the higher, class of both 
elementary and secondary schools, but many of them would do much more useful and important work as head 
masters of the lower sohools. It is the lower school which at present most urgently requires the supervision 
and-help of the trained teachers ; for the upper school teacher is too frequently engaged in trying to  teach 
boys who have not received proper grounding in the fundamentals. •

Bmtdings and W^uipmmt:—^Where the necessary funds are available improvements are being made 
along the right Unes in the type of-buildings, furniture, and equipment. Thu war has, however, put an end, 
for the time being, to touch of this work of improvement. The large majority of schools are still working 
under the disadvantages of the large single-room type of building, with its equipment of long, uncomfortable 
benches and desks, inferior blackboards, and practically nothing in the way of pictures, illust*ations, and 
modern toaps.

School TFprfc ; General Methods.—Methods of teaching and class management are gradually improving 
under the influence of dn increasing number of trained teachers aiid with the growing interest in methods of 
teaching, which follows as a natural result of the aboUtion of a “ pasmient by results ” system. Improvement 
is .most noticeable in the ability with which oral lessons are conducted, and the use that is Made of the black­
board and illustrations.

The Teaching of English.—^English language and composition, reading, and writing are purposely 
iholuded under this heading, because one of the chief weaknesses ie the treatment of each of these subjects 
as an end in itself. The teaching of handwriting affords the most striking example of this. The majority 
of boys associate careful writing with a special style of handwriting practised in transcription lessons, while 
thé work in their ordinary note books is far from satisfactory. It- is by no toeans tmeommon to find boys in 
the sixth, seventh, and eighth standards practising during two or three periods a week a style of handwriting, 
in transcription and copy books, which is quite different from their usual handwriting, which is often à well- 
formed and characteristic style. Copy books should not be necessary after standard V., except in very special 
cases ; and transcription lessons should be devoted to the careful writing in the appropriate note books of such 
of the necessary written work in connection with the English, geography, and history.

The improvement in the standard of English, which is very noticeable in some schools, is due chiefly 
to (a) the use of the “ direct method of teaching English in the lower school, and (6) the large increase in the 
amount of reading done by the scholars, both in and out Of school.

I  attach the greatest importance to the amount of reading matter which the Scholars can get through. 
If the scholars, most of whom do not speak English in their homes, are to be taught to speak and think in 
English, they must he educated to read with interest and intelligence out of school hours. One of the reasons 
for the slow progress to the past was that a hoy’s English was almost èntirely limited to tlte wÆ-k done in the 
class room, and reading lesftns were entirely devoted to the study each year of two readers Of the “ Palmerston 
Reader ” type. The Code for 191A prescribed two readers for each class, one of which had to be a “ con­
tinuous ’ ’ reader. Pew schools, not on the payment by results system, now limit themselves to this-minimum, 
and the best results are obtained where ths “ class ” reader is used chiefly for the purpose^f improving the 
mechanical reading, and the continuous story hooks, of which two or three are read each term, are read mainly 
for the interest and pleasure they give. Class hbraries are now found in many schools, and one or two silent 
reading lessons a week give the teachers the Opportunity to talk over the books with the individual boys.
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The selection of books for class libraries is not always carefully made, nor do the teachers always take that 
interest in the individual boy’s reading which is necessary in  the beginning ; but the.estabUshinent of the 
libraries is a step in the right direction, and teachers will soon learn how to make good use of them.

■Ifhe majority of the boys read t^o quickly, in a  jerky manner, and with very little expression. The 
same faults in enunciation and pronunciation, e.g., vowel sounds, especially the z, initial s, omission of the 
aspirate, confusion of v  and w, &c., persist right through the school, and often pass unnoticed by the teachers.

The usual method of conducting the reading lesson is for the boys to read in turn one or two paragraphs, 
which are then—and often quite unnecessarily—^paraphrased, explained, and analysed in detail. Such a 
method does not train a boy to grasp the sense of a passage as he reads. He acquires the habit of reading aloud 
merely the words of the text, without attempting to understand their meaning, until his mind is stimulated 
to the effort by the teacher’s questions and explanations. Much better progress would be made if the boys 
were required, previous to the reading aloud, to reâd the passage silently, and then to give some account of 
the i<Jeas they had gathered from their reading.

Very little attention is given, to the careful recitation of sintable pieces of poetry. The Code prescribes 
a certain number of lines to be learned each year. The choice made is often very Unsuitable, and the hnes 
are usually recited in a rapid, monotonous manner, without any appreciation of rythm or meaning, which 
renders^the exeicise quite valueless from every point of view.

Books of the type of Marsh’s Picture Composition have proved of considerable value in the English 
work of the lower classes. Such books are useful, chiefly by way of suggesting the lines along which the work 
should proceed, and need modification when used in  Ceylon schools. It may here be noted that a dictionary 
should form part of the equipment of all scholars from standard IV. upwards. More attention should be 
given in all classes to practise in simple written composition in connection with topics in which the scholars 
find inamediate interest, e.g., from literature, geography, history, and local events.

Elementary Mathematics.—With few exceptions, the work in the elementary schools is confined to the 
arithmetic syllabus of the Code* Algebra and geometry are taken in a few schools, and the work follows 
the usual traditional lines of the secondary school courses in these subjects. The majority of schools give 
elementary courses in shorthand and bookkeeping in the higher classes, and this occupies the time that lüight 
otherwise be available for mathematics.

Methods of teaching arithmetic are gradually improving, but much of the work- is still taught in a very 
mechamcal way, attention being given chiefly to abstract number and mechanical practice in  computatiofi.

In the lower classes more attention should be given to simple problem Vrork, ahd to practical exercises 
in the introductory work to tables and new rules. A foot rule, graduated in Centimetres and inches, should 
be an easeUtial part of each scholar’s equipment.

In the higher classes much of the work that could be'done mentally is performed on scraps of paper 
or in a noargin for “ rough ” work. Mental arithmetic is usually practised in a set of separate exercises, but 
is rarely  ̂introduced into the ordinary working of the arithmetical problems.

The frequent occurrence of answers which a moment’s thought, in referring the answer to the data 
given, would show to be quite beyond the range of probability, the frequent misplacement of the decimal point, 
the*unnecessary emphasis laid on English money sums (because English text books are used), all serve to 
emphasize the need for more rational methods of teaching in the higher classes. The boys are not taught to  
understand the processes ; they learn merely _to manipulate numbers according to rule, and their intelligence 
is dulled in  the process. “ Fractions are a new kind sums ” said one boy in answer to his teacher’s question 
as to what he imderstood by a fraction, and this is very typical of the average boy’s understanding of 
arithmetic.

Geography and. History.—The newer type of text books with their inductive tïeatmeht of the subject- 
matter and suggestive exercises are doing much to improve the methods of teaching geography and history. 
Both teachers and scholars find more interest in these subjects, now that they ar© beginning to mean something 
more than a collection of isolated facts to be committed to memory and reproduced Under the stimulus of an 
examination paper.

The Code syllabus provides for introductory lessons, in the low'er standards, in elementary physical 
geography aifd stories of the fives of people in other countries. Such lessops arouse considerable interest, 
and are of great educational value when the subject is treated in a practical and concrete manner, children 
and teachers co-operating in thet»making of illustrative models, collection of specimens and pictures, &c.

This practical work should be continued in the higher classes, and should lead to systematic studies 
of local rainfall, temperature, vúnd records, &c., and the relation nf these tO the local physical geography, 
climate, andproductions. Such studies provide the necessary basis for the map studies, which figure prominently 
in the modern text book. Without this basis of practical work, map studies rnay easily become nothing more 
than mechanical exercises in drawing and colouring ; for example, and this is by no means an isolated case, 
a beautifully coloured rainfall map of Africa could have had little meaning for a boy who thought the rainfall 
of Colombo might be about 5 inches a year.

Written answers to questions in geography and history in the upper school are usually very disappointing. 
This is due to the scholar’s lack of practice in expressing their ideas in writing, and also to the low standard 
of English in the upper school.

Nature Study and Drawing.—In the few schools where drawing iS taken seriously very promising work 
is being done in pencil, brush, and crayon drawing from nature, le^’ding to design in tíre higher classes. Work 
of this kind is gradually replacing the more mechanical fine drawing from copies.

It is surprising that in a country so amply provided with materials for nature study in a;ll directions 
that teachers should make so little use of such interesting material, not Only for art leSSons, but also to replace 
the miscellaneous collection of articles used for object lessons, the chief pmpose of which is to provide topics 
for conversation. This is but another example of the difiSdence with which the Ceylon teacher ventures 
outside his class room, and the suspicion with which he regards anything not found Vithin the covers-of his 
text book.

Nature study courses, básed largely On the scholars’ own observations of the plant, bird, and insect 
fife pf the school district, are taken in a few schools. Nature study note books are kept, and the work is easily 
correlated with the drawing. Such work is of great educational value, and the interest taken in it by the 
scholars fully jrepays any small additional trouble required from the teacher. It is not neeessarV for nature 
study of this kind to be taken by a specialist with technical knowledge, but rather by a teacher with a genuine 
interest in the subject, and one who recogniaes the great educational value Of arousing such interest in  the 
minds of his sÆolars.

Hand Wor .̂—Except in the infant department, hand work plays very littie part in the education of 
the Ceylon boy. There are, however, a variety of influences at work, all tending 9> break down the cramping 
traditions of the Ceylon school, which has given a veneer of text book education to the majority of its scholars. 
The games and occupations of the infant department, practical work in arithmetic, practical work in geography, 
and scout craft are all emphasizing the Value <>f hand work in education, and tending to overcome the suspicion 
with which manual occupations are regarded in the school. This opposition is due partly to the fact that 
the pronounced utilitarian values attached to English education in Ceylon have confused in peoples’ minds
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educational hand work and industrial training, and manual' oocu;^tions in this country are apt to be regarded 
with traditional disiavour. Also, schools already over-burdened with expenses find difficulty in providing 
for the additional expenses in orgahization and, equipment which work of this kind entails. •

C o m m erc ia l W orl:.— T̂he majority of our elementary school ,boys take up commercial worl^ in one 
form or another, so that it seems very desirable that the later stages of the elementary school curriculum should 
be given a vocationai basis ; and for the benefit of those boys who wish to stay at school for another year or 
two after passing the Elementary School-leaving Certificate Examination, the curriculum should provide a 
suitable foundation for a more specialized course suitable for a boy about to enter on a commercial carebr.

Some schools attenpt t© do this by introducing shorthand and bookkeeping in  standards VL-VIII., 
and in a few schools commercial classes have been formed. These classes, however, frequently contain a 
number of boys Who have failed in the Elementary School-leaving Certificate or Cambridge Jimior School­
leaving Examinations, and who do not stay for the full course, but leave as soon as they find posts as clerks 
in firms or on estates. The teachetrs of these classes have seldom any qualification, beyond that of book 
knowledge, for teaching such subjects as office routine, shipping, business methods, &o. The Chamber 
of Commerce scheme for commercial certificates must be regarded as a failure. Very few boys take the 
examination each year, and most of them fail to gain the certificate.

Most business men agree that a suitable course, including shorthand, tsrpewriting, and the principles 6f 
bookkeepihg, might be very helpful in enlarging a boy’s interests, and in assisting him to more rapid promotion. 
But what the business man requires is a boy who can read and write well, and express himself clearly in 
grammatical English—ra boy who'is quick to learn, and whose education has given him an interest in affairs, 
and whose iiitelligence is not dulled with cut-and-dried book knowledge of office routine and business methods, 
which are best learned in the office and not in the class room.

Cburses in shipping, business routine, &c., as prescribed in the Chamber of Conomeree syllabus, are 
best taken in continuation Schools attended by boys who are gaining practical experience in the office.

A modified syllabus containing less technical matter would better meet the requirements of the elemen­
tary school boy, and would also lie more Within the powers of the teacher. The conamercial class could gain 
useful experience by taking charge of all the school accounts, clerical work, and correspondence, and the  ̂
commercial class room would thus become the school office, with its proper equipment of files, catalogues, &c.

C o rp o ra te  L i f e .—Until quite recently that side of a boy’s education provided for in school games, school 
societies, cadet and scout corps, prefect systems, old scholars’ associations, &e., have been entirely neglected 

- in the elementary school. In a few schools the development of this side of school life is now receiving encourage­
ment, but the majority of elementary schools—many of them educating boys up to the age of 17 and 18 years—• 
are Strangely indifferent to the important part which this side of school life can play in influencing»a boy’s 
character and conduct.

The work in the elementary schools is of the greatest importance in the developiftent of English 
education in this country. The demand for English being general, it is most necessary that careful and 
accurate instruction should be given from the start. • *

When 91 per cent, of the school-going population is educated in vernacular schools, the incre^ed 
provision required in English will have to be made in the small towns and villages and through the Anglo- 
veynacular school, which wiU eventually become the elementary English school. Secondary education 
must necessarily be confined to the few who can find employment in the learned professions. Elementary 
education must meet and satisfy the demands for English as a wage-earning commodity. It is, therefore, 
essential that the courses in these schools shall be most practical and thorough. In Jaffna there is grafe 
danger of the useful syllabus of the Anglo-vernacular school being sacrificed to the demand for “ English ” 
schools, all of which are aiming at a secondary course.

As Mr. Harrisolx points out, the groxmdwork has to be very carefully done, and it is in the special 
classes and infant departments that the teaching must be improved. Steps are being taken to train' 
more teachers every year at the Training College for the infant departments, and-women teachers will 
and can be increasingly and advantageously employed in these classes. ’ •

The desirability of tnaintaining the special classes first and second year as at present constituted was 
discussed at some length at the Conference of Managers and Head Teachers of English schools held iu 
Colombo iu November. There was considerable difference of opigion as to the Value of these classes. The 
difficidty undoubtedly lies in the disparity of opportunities of acquiring a working knowledge of the boy 
coming from a home where English is spoken and of the boy from a home where the vernacular « d y  is used. 
The remedy lies rather in careful selection of the pupils, image limitations and in the grading of the classes.

It is essential that the boy from the Sinhalese- and Tamil-speaking home should get a very careful 
grounding in English m the lower standards, and tak® up the language from the lowest stage. The 
Code provides for a preparatory department, Besides special classes, and it rests with the school in most 
instances to. distribute their pupils to the best advantage, and not ta  attempt to take boys with no 
knowledge of English, and no opportunities of acquiring it at home, and put them into classes With boys 
yho have been through an English kindergarten.

ELBitfBii'rAEY School-leaving CERTiHieAtB E xamination*
In March, 1917, 321 candidates presehted themselves fur the Elementary School-leaving Certificate 

Examination ; of these, 291 were boys and 30 girls. 84 hoys and-13 girls succeeded in gaining the 
Certificate, in  October, 1917, the number of candidates who sat for the examination was 406, of whom 
359 were boys and 47 girls; 78 boys and 18 girls gained the certificate. The percentage of passes in 
the March examination was 30; that in the October examination was 24; Whilst the percentage of 
passes at the two examinations in 1916 were 42 and 34, respectively. The percentages Seem low, but 
the percentages Of passes in. the old Eighth Standard Examination were always low, and the range of 
subjects now necessary for a pass is very much wider.

The Value of this certificate is now generally recognized, and I hope that in the course of time 
the majority of the schools ha this country may be able to show such results m this examination as will 
pomt to a much higher standard of efficiency than is now found in these schools. The only schools 
which obtained over 10 passes in 1917. Were St. Benedict’s Institute^ Colombo (17); St. John’s College, 
Jaffna (14); Hindu CoU%e, Jaffna (14); Kantherodai Institute, Jafloia (11). Small schools which 
showed fairly good results were QiEton Grirls’ High School, Colombo, with 12 entries and 9 passes; 
Kegalla Convent, -with 5 entries and 4 passes; St. Servatius’, Matara, with 8 entries and 7 passes; 
St. Mary’s School, Negombo, with 11 entries and 6 passes, which show that, though the percentage of 
successes is small, it is possible for a small outstation school to form a good eighth standard class, the 
m a jo r i t y  o f  - w h o m  a r e  c a p a b le  o f  securing passes in this examination.

    
 



Science , anb-Ab t .] E D U C A T IO K A l l
Bttilbing Grants.

The provision -was reduced in the Estimates from Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 40,000 in 1917-18. Grants 
were made to's'ixteeu schools towards the cost of the erection of new buildings, laboratories, &c. Grants 
of Rs. 8,000 and over were made to the Training Colony, Peradeniya ; Kotahena Convent; GaUe Girls’ 
High School; Kopay Training School; Kalutara Holy Cross School; and Central School, Batticaloa.

CHAPTER VI.
YERHACULAR SCHOOL'S.

* In 1917 there were 817 Government vernacular schools attended by 84,552 boys and 28,544 girls, 
and 1,835 aided vernacular schools attended by 131,892 boys and 78,434 girls. This gives a total of 
2,652 vernacular schools attended by 216,444 boys and 106,978 girls. As compared with the previous 
year, the number of Government vernacular schools has increased by 5, the number of boys on the list 
by 1,007, and the number of girls by 1,387. The number of aided schools has decreased by 5, the number 
of boyl on the hst has increased by 2,280, and the number of girls by 2,993. There is an- increase of 
7,667 in the number of children attending vernacular schools during the twelve months sin,ce the last 
returns were collected. ,

The average attendance at vernacular schools is 215,623, or a percentage of 66‘7. In 1916 the 
percentage was 67'5. In Government schools the percentage is 72'8, and in grant-in-aid schools 63'4. 
The decrease may represent a stricter attention to their duties by the attendance officers, who have 
secured more accuracy in the preparation of these returns. The prosecutions instituted and fines inflicted 
would probably cast more light on whether school attendance in the vernacular, schools is improving or 
not. An outbreak of infectious disease will also considerably reduce the average attendance of a district.

District letters Were assigned to all schools. As there are 817 Government and 1,835 grant-m-aid 
vernacular schools, many of which bear the same name though situa-ted in different districts, it may 
readily be understood that much tiine and trouble are saved by distinguishing letters being placed before 
the school, which show at a glance where the schools are situated, ih e district letters are as follows i—
Colombo .. . - C Pultalam .. - • P Nuwara Eliya .. N
Kalutaî  . - . .. KL Kurunegala .. RXT Badulla .. .. BD
Negorabo .. .. NG Jafina .. • - J EatnapUra . . .. R
Galle . .. G Mannar .. .. MIST Kegalla .. .. KG
Matara .. . . MR MuIIaittivu .. MU .Batticaloa . . .. BT
PEambantota .. .. H Kandy .. .. K Trincomalee .. -T
Chilaw * .. .. CH Matale .. .. MT Anuradhapura .. A

* In my last year’s Administration Report I referred to the principal weaknesses in vernacular 
schools, and will briefly recapitulate them here, stating what steps have been taken in 1917 to remedy 
these defects.

(1) Ina&eqmcy and Inefficiency of the S ta f f ;  Poor P ay of TectoAers.-̂ teps were taken to provide 
for better pay for teachers in vernacular schools. In Government schools the pay of teachers was raised. 
A first class certificated teacher of a school presenting over 200 pupils at the aimual examination can now 
reach a salary of Rs. 900 per annum, while a first class certificated teacher of a school presenting between 
100 and 200 pupils can draw a salary of Rs. 660 per aimum. The previous maximum was Rs. 600. 
The maximum pay of a second class certificated teacher in a big school has been raised to Rs. 600, and in 
a small school to Rs. 480—from Rs. 420. The maximum pay of a third class certificated head teacher 
has been raided from Rs. 240 to Rs. 270 after twenty-five years’ satisfactory service.

The waiting periods for assistant teachers have also been shortened, and their maximum pay has 
been slightly raised. The pay of teachers in Government Anglo-vernacular schools has also been raised, 
and the different grades of teachers in these schools have been allotted different rates of salary on incre­
mental scales. Such is the demand, however, for English teachers that it wiU probably be necessary 
further to :gpvise the scale of salaries in the Government Anglo-vernacular schools, if tfie class of teachers 
required is to be obtained. In the case of vernacular schools the head teachers are nsually provided with 
free quarters, and they also get bonuses on passing their monitors, and result payments if them work 
is satisfactory.

The increased pay took effect from October 1, 1917. A change was also made in the regulations 
governing result payments. The rules were so drawn up that the teacher received a result payment 
according to his pay, without due regard to the size of the school in which he was working. A second or 
third class certificated teacher in charge of a school of 200 to 300 boys would draw a lower result payment 
than a first class certificated teacher in a school with 150 boys, however good his results might be. The 
payments were further complicated by requireihents as to standards, percentages, &c., which made the 
system confused and difficult to work fairly. The new system is based entirely on the numfier of children 
in the school, payment being made at the rate of 30 cents on every boy or girl in standards I. to V., and 
50 cents on every boy or girl in standards above the fifth. A teacher will, therefore, get his result payment 
assessed according to his responsibihties, quite irrespective of the Certifieate he holds, provided he has 
done good work and ff&tains a percentage of 75 per cent. Payment may also be made on a higher rate 
(50 cents per head) in the case of all children in remote and unfavourably situated schools. The new 
scheme was introduced without prejudice to teachers who would have drawn a higher result pa3nnent 
under the old system. They are allowed to continue to draw at the old rates, but the new scheme wfik 
apply to all teachers appointed after October 1, I9l7, to the post of head teacher.

In the case of grant-in-aid teachers a scheme has been introduced from October 1, 1917, based on 
the same principle of payment per head of children presented for examination— f̂or each child presented 
60 cents \^ i)e  paid—the amount to be divided amongst the trained and certificated teachers.

In introducing this scheme care has been taken to secure the prn|̂ sibn of an adequate and 
competent staff. It is required—

(a) That in a school presenting (1) 50 children Or less for examination» one certificated teacher ; 
(2) between 50 and 100 children, two certificated teachers ; (3) between 100 and 150 children, 
three certificated teachers; (4) between 150 and 200 children, four certificated teachers;
(6) between 200 and over, five certificated teachers—are employed,
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(6) That the school has earned a percéntage of at least 70 per cent., and that the Inspector certifies 
that the work, discipline, and general tone ^  the school are satisfactoi^.

(c) That the number of presentations must be at least 75 per eent. of the children*digible.
A trained teacher counts as equal to two certificated teachers. * .
Teachers bolding a second class certificate or its equivalent will now receive a bonus of Rs. 50 

after twenty years’ and Rs. 75 after twenty-five years’ good and continuous service as head teachers 
on the certificate of their managers ais to leng^ of service, and that they are still fit for work and performing 
their duties efficiently, provided that the number of children presented in their schools is not less than 
100, and that the school obtains a percentage of at least 70 per cent. Unless the staff in these grant-in-aid 
schools meets requirements, no bonuses will be paid; provision has, -however, been made to meet the 
ease of schools which at present áre not in a position to providq the staff required.

ApplicatiCns from managers are considered lor exceptional treatment to schools which do not 
now satisfy condition (a), though complying with the requirements (6) and (c), provided the manager 
can show good reasons why the schools cannot satisfy the requirements as to staff at once, and an imder- 
taking is given to provide the required staff within two years, on pain of a deduction from thb grant 
of the amount paid as bonuses if this condition is not complied with. The bonus, if paid in such cases, 
will be Calculated on the amount which would have been earned had the staff and number of presentations 
m the school Complied with the regulation (®), e.gf., if a school has only two certificated teachers and 
presents 120 children, and there are good reasons why an additional certificated or trained teacher is 
not employed, pa3unent would be made on 100 children only. No bonuses will in any case be paid to a 
school in which there are no trained or certificated teachers.

I am glad to note that in his excellent report on the grant-in-aid English and vernacular schools 
in the Western and North-Western Provinces under the Roman Catholic Mission in 1917, which controls 
a very large number cff grant-in-aid vernacular, schools—some of the best schools in the Island—̂ the* 
manager states that “ the scheme will be productive of excellent results in vernacular schools.”

A change was made in the Government Code, which wfil be productive of better teaching in the 
lower standards, by recognizing the service put in by a trained teacher as an assistant teacher as counting 
towards his service for his first class certificate. Previously only service as a head teacher counted, and 
trained teachers considered themselves aggrieved (as they certainly were) if they were not anointed 
early to head teacherships. It is very useful for the schools and for the teachers themselves for a 
trained teacher to serve his apprenticeship as an assistant in a large school. .

Government sanctioned an increase of 50 teachers, 40 assistants and 10 female assistants, from 
October 1, which has helped to meet the need for more teachers in the lower standards. •

(2) Multiplication of Schools 'in certain Areas.—̂ The American Mission in Jaffna hal set a good 
example in agreeing to proposals I put before them, to enable them to combine schools and concenttate 
on increased efficiency in a few schools rather than on scattered efforts with a large number. Some of 
the other Missions, too, are appreciating the importance of devoting their energies more particularly 
to certain centres and schools.

The school which does not receive a grant from the Department has little chance of surviving 
at the present time, and unfair competition can be thus checked and controlled.

(g) Bad Buildings and R̂ MÍprnereí.—With present prices it is difficult to do much to remedy this 
defect, but, on the whole, there has been a considerable improvement aU round- War pictures are 
supplied to all schools. The Government schools were also provided With special pictures for the infant 
department. A new form of time table with pictures of the King and Queen was sent to all the Govern­
ment schools. Every Government school ŷ as provided with a map of the district, and (jpaohers were 
instructed to write on it the names of the principal towns and villages in their district in Smhalese.

(4) Insufficient Provision of Government Schools and Accommodation in  Schools already provided.— 
Government authorized the inclusion of a special grant of Rs. 50,000 as special grant in aid to District 
School Committees for the erection of Gavernment schools, which will go some way to meet the great 
demand for more schools and more room m them. Though the cost of cement and some buildqjg materials 
is very heavy in the towns, in the villages schools can be erected without any very heavy additional 
expense. The floors need not be cemented, and the tiled roof can be added later : a thatched building 
will meet the needs for the present.

The following new Government schools Were opened during the year :—^H/Mulana, A/Ejrigollewa, 
MU/Puvarasankulam, MU/Unohalkaddai (Vavuniya Horth), KU/Kirindawa, K/Gomagoda Girls’, 
K/Gondennawa Girls’ (taken over from Mrs. Musaeus-Higgms), MR/Dikwella Muhammadan, ÍÍE/Tis- 
]^ane, RD/Tuppitiya, BD/Ekiriyankumbura, BT/Oddaimavaddi, G/Tawalama Girls’, KG/Panawala.

Special provision of a vote of Rs. 5,000 for the erection of latrines at Government schools was 
included in the Estimates of 1917-18, and was allocated tO various District School Committees.

(5) Insufficient Space for School Garden and School D rill Ground.—(Fide remarks under Chapters 
V n i.  andXII.)

(6) Noise in  Village Schools.—The new town schools in Colombc are provided with separate class 
rooms, and as far a$ finances permit this plap is bemg recommended to the District School Committees.

(7) Necessity for separate Infant D etr im en ts .— P̂rovision has been made for openmg infant 
schools at the large Government schools at C/Udugampola, C/Earmdiwela, and KU/Wadduwa. Where 
extensions are to be undertakenm future, they wiU be directed towards providmg separate accommodation 
for the infants.

(8) Need to raise the Age of Compulsory Attendance.— T̂his has now been done by section 3 of 
Ordinance No. 34 of 1917, which has raised the age from 12 to 14 in the case of boys in aU village schools. 
It is hoped that this will be accompanied by provision for industrial education in these schools.

I annex extracts from the reports of the District Inspectors of Schools. The Inspqptor, Western 
Province (Mr. C. H. Krie]|enbeek), reports

At the end of the year there were in my district 396 Government and 649 grant-in-aid vernacular schools, 
besides a large nmnber of estate schools. There are very few Govemmeht schools which are mixed, while 
in the case of the grant schools they form the majority, the percentage in. the former case bteing 9, and in the 
.latter 60. I may add that the latter are “ mixed ” only in name. In most cases the boys and girls are 
taught separately, and are only brought together on the day of examination.
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On appointment as Inspector in 1904 I  was placed in charge of the Western District, and was trans-' 
ferred to the Northern Province in 1911. On return to the scene of my former labours at the beginning 
of last year I  w|is pleased to find marked improvement in several respects, especially in the matter of school 
bungalows. Oiir most important schools have now been provided with spacious and substantial buildings, 
with coînfortable quarters for the teacher. I  have almost invariably found that the best work is done in 
schools where the teacher resides on the premises. Work is begun punctually, and the school garden is well 
looked after.

I  was also pleased to find on my return a vast improvement in the condition of our Government 
girls’ schools. I  can remember -the time when the number of efficient girls’ schools could be numbered on 
the fingers of one hand. A visit to them had always a most depressing effect on my mind. The in fa n t were 
invariably left to the tender mercies of the first-year pupil teachers, who taught them on the old lines. Nothing 
was done to make the work of the httle ones interesting or attractive. I  was pleased to find on my return a 
very different state of affairs. Many of the schools I  visited were in charge of trained teachers familiar with 
the best methods of imparting instruction^ and working on approved Unes. Whether as a result of these 
improved methods or not I  am unable to say, but there is now less of the painful shyness and self-consciousness 
that used to be somewhat embarrassing to me when I  visited these schools before.

Itfr. E. H. VanderwaU writes of the Northern Province vernacular schools :—
Far too many of these schools are ill-equipped with buildings and furniture, and it ought to be clear 

that wofk carried on imder such depressing conditions cannot yield satisfactory results. The policy of con­
centration, which^the American Mission has accepted, is an important step in the path of reform. The absence 
of Government schools from the Jaffna peninsula has proved an obvious disadvantage. This disadvantage 
will soon disappear, and it  is hoped that the model Government schools to be started will establish a standard 
in buildings, grounds, equipment, and general efficiency. In the passion for English learning there is the risk 
of slipshod or careless methods in dealing with the vernacular. For large nmnbers the vernacular school is 
merely the means which allows them to enter the English school, and is therefore of passing interest. 
JVhat follows Î Is vernacular literature carefully studied in the English schools ? If a boy can satisfy 
requirements in reading and writing a  phonetic language like Tamil, by relying mainly on his unaided efforts, 
the test of soimd class teaching rests on the results jin grammar, yet how many of these are represented by 
wholesale failure Î Is it educative—and this, after all> is the main question-^or even healthy for schools to 
produce work of this type year after year Î Surely not.

Mr. E. de la Harpe writing of the Central Province says
The undue importance attached by ignorant parents to a purely English education for village boys 

tends to the establishment of English schools in localities which ar® unable to maintain such schools, and 
in which that Useful institution, the Anglo-vernacular school, will meet all requirements. -Indiscriminate 
admission of village boys to English schools is productive of more harm than good.

* The Sinhalese, as represented by their various religious societies and associations, are making commend­
able efforts îo  provide suitable vernacular education for their children. The Moors, on the other haûd, do nbt 
seeifl to have yet realized their obligations in this respect. A Muhammadan girls’ vemacnlar school is in 
existence in Kandy, but the proposal to establish a similar school for boys has not been carried out.

Mr. T. S. Tillainayakam reports on the organization of the Schools in the Eastern Provihce :—■
The organization is rarely imsatisfactory, but varies considerably in schools of the same character. 

Where a teacher’s attention is divided among four or five Classes, it is a difficult task to get constant and 
profitable work out of the children without compromising their comfort. I t  cannot be expected that educational 
work of much value can be done by yoimg imperfectly educated pupil teachers when left in charge of large 
classes. In the best schools judicious use is made of singing and physical exercises in the infant classes. 
Circumstances may sometimes call for a song, even_ih the middle of a lesson : i t  would brighten everybody np. 
There are no tiîne tables in use which do not provide for five hours’ instruction per day in “ A ” schools. 
Classification, as a rule, is suitable, and the distribution of time judicious. The inadequate training and 
supervision o?monitors is still a weak point in' the organization of a good many schools.

In this last connection reference may be made to a compilation of action songs in Sinhalese, 
entitled “ Bala Bodhanaya,” which was compiled with the help of a Committee consisting of Gate 
Mudaliyar Simon de Silva, Mudaliyar A. Mendis Gunasekera, Mr. W. A. Samarasekera, and Mnhandiram 
Chas. Jayasuriya, Sub-Inspector of Schools, and issued during the year. ■ Its success has been complete, 
and 45,641 copies have been sold. The publishers', Messrs. W, E. Bastian & Co., have paid Rs- 565‘97 
to the Red Cross, as by agreement, being haM profits on each copy sold above 10,000 copies. A collection 
of Tamil action songs is being printed, with music.

In September I made an appeal to the public for subscriptions to formd scholarships for boys 
under 11 years of age, to enable them to proceed to the Training College Practising School, where after 
five years they should be able to take the Elementary School-leaving Certificate Examination and proceed 
on Government scholarships to the Royal and University Colleges. Each scholarship to be of the value 
of Rs. 1,200, or Rs. 240 a year for five years, to cover board and lodging, pocket money, &c. The response 
to my appeal has been excellent, and by the end of the year I had received promises of thirty-two scholar- « 
ships. It is proposed to admit 20 boys a year, and to make a special class of Scholarship boys, all instruction 
being given in English by the direct method. The boys will all be from vernacular schools, and have 
no previous knowledge of English. It is hoped that this scheme, besides the opportunity it affords 
to the best boys in village schools to obtain a free English education— t̂he best the Island can provide-— 
from the age of 11, will also stimulate the work in the vernacular schools, and encourage parents to keep 
their boys on longer in the higher standards. Th$ scholarships -will be open to boys of all the Island 
races, creeds, and castes. The only limitations which may be made will be in favour of boys from 
certain districts, and special scholarships for Muhammadan boys or for Sinhalese and Tamil boys from 
certain Provinces, &c.

It will be of great interest to see how the progress of these boys in English 'will compare -With that 
of boys who proceed from a vernacular school to an English school at the Same age, viz., l l . The scholar­
ship boys will have the advantages Of all being boys of similar capacities from the same class Of schools, 
and of receivmg ihdividual attention from a specially trained teacher. An attempt was made in certain 
selected Government schools in eacK district to separate the teaching of armhmetic and to place the 
boys in different sets for this subject, irrespective of-thejr standards. It is too early to say how the 
experiment is working, but reports so far received are genOraUy favourable. There is often remarkable 
mathematical ability.on the part of village boys, which does not emerge if the boy is kept back on accotmt 
of weakness in other subjects in the lower standards.
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In order to encottrage poor boys \Fhose parents could not afíord to pay for their school hooks 
to stay on at school and to proceed to the higher standards, each Sub-Inspector was supphed with a 
number of readers and primers for distribution as prizes in Govermnent and grant-in-sád schools after 
the examination to deserving boys. - *

History sheets have now been prepared bf ah Government teachers, and copies are being naade 
for aU Inspectors, so that each teacher’s record can be fuUy considered in making promotions and transfers. 
Good work has generahy been done by the vernacular schoolmasters, who when they interest themselves 
in their schools can e?:ert a very good influence in the villages.

Occasionahy a teacher may be led to show an excess, of zeal, as in the case of the head teacher 
of a large Government vernacular school in the Southern Province, who, in order that he might the 
better illustrate to his class the principles of “ elementary anatomy,” dug up Ms “ deceased aunt, hanging 
her skeleton up to dry in the garden in order to obtain a perfect specimen of a human skeleton.” Unf ortu*- 
nately he had not consulted all the poor lady’s relations, and one of them, béing on bad terms with the 
teacher, lodged a complaint, wMch resulted in the teacher being fined Rs. 15 under section 292 of the 
Ceylon Penal Code for “ offering indignity to a human corpse.” The Magistrate in Ms judgment 
remarked that “ the complainant is the son of the deceased, and Ms natural indignation could not have
been expected to abate at the thought that the remains were taken to teach anatomy to urcMns........
A public funeral attended by the whole school should have been the adequate and proper punishment 
iu tMs case, but the bones have been given back and buried already by the complainant. I think a fine
would now meet the justice of the case.........  The accused is warned that he is let off hghtly, as I
think he has done tMs with thé laudable desire to improve the school museum.”

The following complaint by another Government school teacher shows the. perils to wMeh teachers 
stationed inuemote districts may be exposed :—

I  have the honour to inform you that I  went to Puttalam kachcheri to draw my pay. On my returfi 
to. school on the 28th instant I  met a wild elephant of immense size. So we (myself and cooly) ran quickly 
as our feet could carry us, and made our escape by climbing up to a tree tike a monkey, in which we spent 
about four hours. Fear and hunger prevailed us. The elephant did not see where we went. So it watched 
Our coming again. I  told the cooly to-day is our k s t  day, and make ready for the death. Shivering with 
fear, turning face to facé, bewailed our misfortune. Fortunately, I  saw two village peasants who are going 
on to  the same direction. I whispered them and explained them what happened. At the conclusign of my 
talk they wondered our escape. These fearless brave men drove the animal, making a noise, so our escape 
was at an end. .

Please consider, Sir, what shall I  do if I  did not meet these men 1 One side I  am suffering from such 
fears, while on the other with sick. Where is m y comfort then. Sir ? I  beg most obediently to release gie 
from one of them. •

Progress was made during the year with the new Government schools in the town of ColoiUbo, 
and it is hoped to open two of them at Green street and Maligakanda next year. A census was taken 
of children of school-going age, from which it appears that there are in Colombo 10,813 children at present 

'not attendiug school.
' During the year the Town Schools Ordinance was introduced into Galle and NuwarU Efiya towns, 

^ e  Rural Schools Ordinance was introduced into Jaffna from December, 1916, and sites have been 
selected for two GlOvemment vernacular schools.

CHAPTER VII. •

TRAINING SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS’ EXAMINATIONS.
Mr. Leigh Smith, Principal of the Ttaining College, reports on the year’s working of the College:—-
Nuwbers.~We began the year With 166 students in aU, of whom lOá were on the English side and 62 

op. the vernacular; Of those who Were taking the English course, 21 were second-year men students, 44 Were 
first-year meu students, 15 w'ere second-year women Students, and 24 firsc-year women students. Of the 
Women students of the second year, 6 were taking the ordinary course and 9 the kindergarten course ; of 
those of the first year, l4  were taking the ordinary course and 10 the kindergarten course. Of the vernacular 
students, there were 19 men students of the second year and 23 first year, and 20 first-year women students. 
Included in the numbers given above aré the members of a special class, which was formed at the beginning 
of the year to take in paying students. A class of 21 was thus formed, but at the end of a few months 8 proved 
not to be up to the standard required and left the Collège, together with op© of the scholarship holders, who 
failed to show promise. At the end of the year 64 students left the College. 35 were from the English class, 
2G men and 15 women, of whom 6 women students had taken the Ordinary course and 9 the kindergarten. 
19 vernacular men stufients left the College.

Staff.‘~T he  former staff remained unchanged, but was increased by the addition of Mr. E. W. Kannan- 
gara, B.A., a former .student of the College, and a former master of the Government Training College English 
School. I  take this opport\mity of thanking the members of the staff for the great keenness shown, and the 
interest taken, ip the work of the College.

Students.-—The health of the students has been, on thè whole, quite good. Some minor cases have 
had to be treated at the hospital, but for the most part good health has been the rule, thanks no doubt largely 
to the greatly increased interest in outdoor games, football, cricket, and tenms, vollej’' ball, and physical drill 
work generally. Unfortunately one sad loss has to be recorded, that of a Jaffna student, J, R. Abraham. 
He was a second-year student of much promise, and was well liked both by tutors and meP. He succumbed 
during the last autumn holiday to ap aftack of heart disease. The readiness of the students to enter into all 
aspects of ooUege life with great zest has been conspicuous. The standard of keenness of former years has been 
well maintained. i

The Practising School.—During the year efforts have, been made to improve the PrE^tising School. 
C. E. Ja3’-atilleke, a traina^ teacher of some standing, was appointed head master in May, apd has already 
done good work. It was decided at the beginning of the year that an eighth standard should be formed, ànd 
that the School-leaving Examination should be taken. Accordingly 4 boys took the examination in October ; 
the results have not yet been received. This step has had the important result of inducing boys who formerly 
left from the fifth and sixth standards to go to other schools, where the School-leaving Examination could be 
taken, to remain in the Practising School. The consequence is that the numbers have greatly increased, and, 
inoinding the kindergarten, the school has now a daily average attendance of Qver 200. The kindergarten,
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which has been well looked after by Miss Daly, has been increased this terpo to include the second and third 
standards, and is being used for the practice of the women student teachers. I take this opportunity of 
thanking the s t ^  of the Practising School, including the former head master, Mr. Senewiratne, for the good 
work they have done.

Equipment.— T̂he equipment of the school was brought thoroughly up to date through the year, and 
its appearance made more attractive by wall pictures, &e. Amongst the different activities introduced into 
the Practising School may be noted the Library, the Debating and Literary Society, the Football Club, the 
Boy Scouts, the Magazine, Nature Study, &c., while the activities of the year were brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion by a successful prize giving and concert—the first held by the school—on Wednesday, December 5. 
During the year the Boy Scouts held a camp in the college grounds, and this aspect of the Practising School 
life has, under Messrs. Wijesinhe and Joseph, been most successful.

Foreign School Practice.—Hitherto this has been confined to two or three of the best women students, 
with a view to giving them practice ip the teaching of girls ; but this year, owing to the increased number of men 
students, it was deemed advisable to extend this form of practice to the men students, in order to relieve the 
pressure on the Practising School. Thanks to the willing co-operation of Colombo Principals, it was possible 
to arrange this, and the Vice-Principal, to whom I am much indebted for his services in this connection, took 
in hand ̂ he organization of the work. To the Warden of St. Thomas’s College, to the Rector of St. Joseph’s 
College, and to the Director of St. Benedict’s College we are much indebted for kind co-operation. The foreign 
school practice of the women students was again possible, thanks to the kindness of the Lady Principals of 
Bishop’s College, the C, M. S. Ladies’ College, ahd the Methodist College, Colpetty.

Library.—Considerable additions have been made to the library, particularly on the English side, while 
the history side has been strengthened by the addition of a complete set of the Story of the Nations series. 
The most important addition has been the Oxford English Dictionary. The students constantly use the 
library.

Visiting Lecturers.—Mr. 0. T. S5uaons, late Vice-Principal of the College, and the Rev. Father M. J. 
Le Goc of St. Joseph’s College gave the second-year students a course of lectures in nature study, this 
dourse of lectures being supplemented by garden work with the boys of the Practising School. In addition, 
lectures on hygiene and physiology were given by Dr. Lucian de Zilwa, and on the eye by Dr. A. NeU, while 
Dr. 0. B. Anderson gave similar lectures to the women students.

Visits.—Various visits, from an educational point of view, have been made by the students, botii 
English and vernacular, e.g., to the Government Printer’s Office, the Survey Office, the Observatory, and the 
Wellawatta Spinning Mille, and one pf His Majesty’s warships.

Iryspection.—During the year the College was for the first time inspected by the Government Inspectors, 
Messrs. Wicks, Robison, and Harrison, who also examined the outgoing students in theirpractical teaching work.

Varied Activities.—Amongst the varied activities of the College, a new feature has been the publication 
of the Training College Magazine. This has been published for the first time, and is intended to record the 
diferent interests of the students’ life. It is interesting, too, in this connection, to note that the Sinhalese 
students alsd for the first time issued a magazine. This, together with the Practising School leaflet, which 
appears monthly, meant that three magazii^s appeared for the first time in the College last year.

The Literary and Debating Society was again very active, and had a most successful year. It was well 
supported from outside by lecturers, to whom we owe a debt of gratitude.

The cricket and football teams have played several matches. We owe much to Mr. R. W. Cammack, 
for his help in drill and in sports in every way. During the year he helped us to hold a very successful athletic 
sports meeting, in which English and Sinhalese students and Practising School boys combined.

VeenacuIjAti Students.
There were 62 vernacular students in all, comprising 3 classes : 23 first-year men students, 19 second- 

year men students, and 20 first-year women students.
Curriculum.—The chief change in the curriculum was the introduction of a course of lectures in physical 

drill. The inttoduction of work of this kind, both theoretical and practical, greatly benefited the students’ 
health, and considerably less use was made of the sick room last year than in previous years.

Foreign School Practice.—This was introduced during the year for the first time in College history, with 
good results. The first-year students were divided into two batches, which spent the week, in charge of a tutor, 
at Padukka and Kesbewa, respectively. The students were enabled to put into practice the lessons learnt at 
the Training-College under different conditions from those prevailing at the Practising School. The Variety 
of experience was a good thing for them and for the schools, too.

Gardening.—This work was carried on under much more favourable conditions than ever before. The 
addition of the stock garden made it possible to give the students more opportunity of doing gardening work 
of an extended kind. Each student was given a plot to cultivate, and at the end of the year a gold and a  
silver medal were presented to the two students having the best plots. The Winner of the gold medal was 
B. S. Pahhakkara, and of the silver One R. D. Jusey.

Literary Association.—This association did capital work throughout the year, and under its auspices 
the play “ Sri Wickrama Rajasinha ” was staged at the end of the year. In addition, several successful 
musical items, &c., were given. ' *

Vernacular Women Students.—-A Hterary associatipu and library were also started in connection with 
the women students. In addition to their gamé of basket ball, the women students were also taught some of 
the games introduced by Mr. R. W. Cammack amongst the men students.

Lantern Lectures.—Both vernacular men and women students were given lectures during the year on 
the War. by the Principal, and on geography by the head master.

Final Examination.^Ab the end of the year 19 men students passed out from the College. No 
vernacular women students left the College.

In 1903 there were 22 students in the Training College. In 1915 there were 118 students, in 1916 
136 students, and at the beginning of 1917 there were 166 students, of whom Ì04 were on the English side 
and 62 on the vernacular. At the beginning of 1918 there were 183 students, of whom 89 weré on the 
English side, 11 Anglo-vemacular, and 83 on the vernacular.

I referred in my report last year to the special class which was formed to meet the great and 
increasing dentan  ̂from managers for trained teachers. The results of this Special class of 21 were, on 
the whole, encouraging. The managers in some cases, however, failed to s^ect suitable candidates, 
and the Principal of the Training College accepted students he would not otherwise have taken in the 
case of a few schools in the North, which had long been endeavouring to obtain trained teachers, but 
without success, owing to their unfavourable situation. It was found, that some of these students 
could not be brought up to the standard required in trained teachers, and eight were therefore sent back 
to their schools. It was unfortunate that the managers who sent l̂ hese teachers did not exercise more
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care in their selection, for it was not possible to admit fresh students— t̂hough there were a very large 
- number of applications to tahe their places in the special classr—in the middle of a term, and the results of 

the scheme were therefore limited to thirteen students, who have, oQ the whole, done ver;f well. Within 
a few months Seven of them obtained scholarships at the examination held at the end of th<f year— 
one of them was actually Head of the list, and others were respectively thirdt sixth, and ninth in competi­
tion with the ordinary scholarship candidates. Had these teachers not had the special opportunity 
afforded them of entering the Training College on payment of fees, they would probably never have become 
trained teachers. As it is, from the fget that they are men who have had to earn their living teaching 
for a number of years, and who could not have eome to the College without assistance from their 
managers, they are Uhely to prove faithful and efficient teachers in the schools which have paid fo:; their 

' training.
It is not proposed to extend the special class at present, as the staff and accommodation at the 

Training College do not permit of further increase in numbers, while special classes necessarily require 
special tutors, but later it is hoped to provide for such classes. In the case of these teachers it is probable 
that special courses in manual training, nature study, and practical garden work, in elementary*Enghsh 
teaching, &c., may affofd opportunities for securing the type of men who will make excellent trained 
teachers in these special branches, but who will never be fit to become trained teachers in our large 
secondary schools.

All such developments must, however, await increases in staff and buildings. At the present 
time there is little chance of recruiting from England the type of teacher required as an Additional Master 
of Method, and if the Training College is to preserve its present high reputation, it is necessary that it 
should be frequently reinforced by up-to-date teachers from England, while the pay of the present staff 
needs to be revised ff we are to secure the efficient instructors required. Thereis no branch of educational 
work more fmportant to this Colony— ând in fact to any comitry— t̂han the training of the teachers.

The College owes much to the decision to build a new Royal College, which for the first time 
ensures its continued existence at its present site and the final removal of the classes of Royal College 
boys, which now take up rooms badly needed, and part of the grounds which should be reserved for the 
Training College students. The erection of new class rooms for the Preparatory School has been the 
first step towards relieving the congestion at the Training College. ,

It has been decided to start classes from January, 1918, for Anglo-vernacular trained teachers. 
There is an increasing demand for more English throughout the country, and the number* of Government 
Anglo-vernacular schools must be increased ; those already established are inadequately staffed. It is, 
therefore, necessary to provide for efficient English teachers in these schools as early as possible, and 
to secure these it was decided to offer ten scholarships for Anglo-vernacular teachers. There wei;̂  35 
candidates, of whom 11 were awarded scholarships, and will come into residence from January, 1918.

It was also decided to double the number of trained vernacular women teachers for Government 
schools, and in future to bring in 20 students a year, instead of 20 every alternate year. This will mean 
first-year and second-year women students at the College at the same time, which will be helpful to both. 
In order to provide boarding accommodation for these and for the Enghsh women teachers, it was 
necessary to build new quarters. Government has approved of the erection of a new upstair building, ' 
which, it is hoped, will be completed by the ehd of the financial year.

The limitation of the result payment to be made to trained teachers holding first class certificates, 
which has been restricted to Rs. 400, was removed in the case of all teachers trained or in the Training 
College at the time the revised Code was brought into force, viz., June 1,1916. «

English Teachers’ Certificate Exam ination.-^Ordj the examination for the third class certificate 
Was held in 1917. It was taken by 15fi males and 19 females. Of these, 27 males and 7 feinales passed,
3 excluding needlework. Twenty-eight candidates took the examination in school management and 
needlework for the confirmation of their certificates ; 13 of these were successful. Forty candidates sat 
for the drawing examination ; of these, 1 gained the first grade certificate and 3 the second grtide.

Vernacular Training Schools (Aided) and Teachers’ Certificate Examination.— For the grant-in-aid 
training school entrance examination thére Were 58 male and 49 female candidates ; 34 males and 
36 females paSsed the examination. For the first-year examination 69 males and 60 females presented 
themselves, of whom 48 males and 48 females passed. For th e second-year exam ination the candidates 
were 30 males and 30 females, and 21 males and 13 females succeeded in passing the examination. For 
the teachers’ examination for the third class cèrtificate there were 155 males and 152 females, of whom  
only 13.niales and 2 females obtained the certificate. For the second class certificate there were 294 
males and 48 females ; of these, 15 males succeeded in gaining the certificate. The work of the untrained 
candidates who took these examinations was, as usual, very bad.

Government P u p il Teachers’ Examination.-—̂ Third clkss certificates were awarded to 181 male 
pupil teachers and 55 female pupil teachers on the results of the third-year pupil teachers’ examination. 
Grant-in-aid pupil teachers are to be examined at centres from January, 1918, instead of art their 
respective schools.

The joint school at Kopay was opened on December 1, 1916. There are 37 students: the 
Hindu community 12 ; the American Mission 13 ; the Church Mission 7 ; and the Wesleyan Mission 5. 
Of these, IX are in the second year and 26 in theffirst year. The school earned a grant of Rs. 3,95(> 
in 1917,

The Ceylon Training Colony deserves special mention. Considerable progress has been made 
with its excellent buildings, affording some of the best hostel accommodation for students in Ceylon. 
The Colony is beaUtifuUv situated, and is doing excellent educational work, besides ifc own special 
mission work. In the min’s department there were 20 men in training tO be vernacular mission school 
teachers—12 Church Missionary Society and 8 Wesleyan Missionary Sooiety-*3 in the second-year course 
and 17 in the first-year. . In the women’s department there were 36 students in residence ; 32 were 
presented for the August examination, of whom 23 passed. The Colony needs a good practising school 
on the grounds, and is at present using the Government Anglo-vernacular school at PeradeUiya for the 
male teachers.
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CHAPTER VIII.

TECHNICAL AND* INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION.
I annex extracts from a report by Mr. T. Coekerill, who returned from leave on January 10, and 

■was in charge of the Technical Schools throughout the year :—
A course for the training of Telegraph and Telephone Inspectors was started in May.
Sixteen students were admitted to the Inspectors’ course in May. This course is a suitable course for 

external students desiring an elementary knowledge of electrical engineering subjects. In November it was 
decided to admit students to this course in the future, but this decision was too late to admit students for the 
present course. Three external students, however, desired to join, and they were admitted. It has also been 
decided that the examination for this course shall be conducted by the City and Guilds of London Institute.

Thirty Postal Learners were in training in January. Twenty-five passed out, 4 left, and 1 died. Forty- 
two students were admitted in May and 11 in July. This course is an elementary course in electricity, 
magnetism, telegraphy, and telephony. It is slightly in advance of that adopted by the Enghsh Post OfSce, 
the examination there being conducted by the City and Guilds of London. The Ceylon Post Office examination 
is not b3Xany means simple. The students require skilled and technical training.

Thirty students for the Railway were in training in January. Twenty-eight of these passed out into 
the Department, 1 resigned, and 1 was mobilized. No new students have been admitted.

Eighteen fourth class clerks from the Railway have been in training for about one hour per day. Six 
of these have obtained certificates.

In the Drawing Department the Assistant Drawing Instructor is acting for the Drawing Instructor, in 
addition to his own duties. The teachers’ and apprentices’ classes continue to be well attended. In the final 
examination for Teachers’ Drawing Certificate three teachers obtained certificates. In the Drawing Examina­
tion for apprentices seven obtained certificates.

Twenty-two students attended the shorthand and typewriting classes during the year.
' Evening classes have been started, and have proved very successful. On January 27, 1917, I  

recommended that evening classes be started in building construction, practical mathematics, and mechanics ; 
and on February 7 that the sanitary engineering and plumbing class, which had been held between October, 
1913, and May, 1915, be re-starte^. These proposals were approved, and the classes were started in,May. 
Mr. A. Woodeson, Architectural Assistant of the Pubhc Works Department, was appointed Instructor 
in Building Construction. Mr. Mair of the Colombo Municipality was appointed Instructor in Sanitary 
Engineering and Phunbing.

The attendance during the term was remarkably good. l76 students joined the building construction 
class, and 51 the sanitary engineering and plumbing class. Three assistants had to be appointed to the building 
construction class. It must not be supposed that all these students desired to learn building construction 
work. These two classes were the only technical evening classes provided, a n j the students, therefore, felt 
that they muSt be content with what could be obtained, in the hopes that they would find and learn something 
which would benefit them in after life.

In September a practical class in mechanical engineering was started. Mr. W. T. Cox of the Government 
Factory was appointed to take this class. Seventy-four students joined the class. An extra night had to be 
devoted to the class and an assistant appointed.

Each department was fully employed. Machine, pattern, and mechanics shops were full of students.
The material is excellent, and I  could not wish for better. The Ceylon student is earnest and dihgent 

and anxious to better himself, and if classes are provided, he will attend.
It should be pointed out here that one of the chief obstacles to the progress of the Technical Schools 

and the advancement of technical education generally is the want of accommodation available for the purpose 
at the Technical Schools. The laboratories and most of the class rooms are taken Up for other purposes. It  
is very desirable that all the resources of the institution should be devoted to technical education, the need of 
which in Ceylon at the present time is more pressing than it has ever been. The success of the recently 
started evening classes referred to above clearly shows that there is a real demand for technical instruction, 
and that the efforts of the Department to supply this demand arc appreciated.

Mr. W. N. Rae reports on the science work at the Technical Schools :—
Dr. A. F. Joseph has been on leave during the whole year, and is doing chemical work for the Ministry 

of Munition^ I have carried out his duties, and, in addition, acted as Government Analyst during March, 
April, and May, and part of December.

There has been no change in the Courses of instruction in chemistry during the year under review. • 
Mr. J. Nalliah Arumugam Was appointed in September to succeed Mr. S. MylvagUnam as Junior Demonstrator 
in Chemistry.

The appointment of a Demonstrator in Physics (Mr. S. S. Navaratnam) has made possible a considerable 
increase in the number of practical classes and the introduction of tutorial classes on the same lines as those 
in chemistry.

An additional room was fitted up as an advanced laboratory at the beginning of the year to relieve 
the congestion in the main laboratory. Although 16 to 20 students are now accommodated in the new room,* 
every place in the paain laboratory is again occupied.

Four students in training completed their course in March, 1917. Messrs. P. G. Thambyappafe and
S. Mylvaganam were awarded first class certificates, and Messrs. S. W. Charles and A. S. Abraham second 
class certificates.

in  October, in addition to the 3 second-year students, 8 new ones were adrUitted. Of these, 7 (including 
2 women) hold studentships, or are admitted akreduced fees.

The instruction in mathematics to science students in training is now given by Mr. M. R. Peries instead 
of by Mr. E. Human, whose services in the past have been of very great benefit to this branch of the work.

Plans have been drawn up for the accommodation Of the science work in a new building, and it is hoped 
that as soon as this is completed it will be possible to make considerable changes in the course so as to improve 
the facilities for more advanced work.

Much inconvenience has been caused by the difficulty of procuring apparatus and chemicals, but up to  
the present it has been possible to avoid any curtailment of the practical work, except in the use of certain 
salts, which in some cases are over twenty times the normal price.

The nurfibeieof students has increased owing to (1) the number of first-year medical students being up. 
to the maximum and (2) the commencement of new classes in physics for Telephone Inspectors.

In October 7 candidates presented themselves at the B.Sc. examination, all of whom were students 
from this laboratory ; of these, 4 passed.

Owing to the pressure of routine work, it has been possible to carry out but little research work. A  
paper on “ Prem ium  Phosphate,” by Dr. A. F. Joseph and W. N. Rae* was published in the Journal of the 
Chemical Society for 1917.

i)(iv)18 •“
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On my representations to Government, the Fantorjes' Committee of the Industries Commission vras 
appointed to report on the present state of the Technical Schools. As the result of one of their recom­
mendations,. a Committee imder my presidency has been appointed to assist in the ■workbtg of the schools. 
The Committee is composed of the Director of Education (Chairman), the Director of Public Viprhs, the 
Hon. Dr. H. M. Feruando, Lieut.-Colonel E. J. Hayward, and Dieut.-Colonel T. G. W. Jayawardene.

The sanction of the erection of the science laboratories on the Royal College grounds as part of 
ihe University College scheme wiU free the Technical Schools for their legitimate and original purpose, 
for which the success of the night classes shows there is a considerable demand.

Industrial Education in Ceylon remains very much as it was fully described in my report for 1916. 
There are at pretent in Ceylon 39 industrial schools, including the Maggona Reformatory for youthful 
offenders'. Fourteen of these schools are for boys only, 22 are for ghls, and 3 are mixed school§. All 
these schools are conducted by Missions : Roman Catholic, Church of England, Church Missionary 
Society, Wesleyan, and American. They receive grants from Government, which amoimted in 1916-»17 
to Rs. 21,299‘78. Three schools receive lump-sum grants ; the rest are paid grants on examination 
results and capitation grants, > ^

The trades taught and the number presented for examination-by the industrial schools in each 
trade are ; Carpentry, 231 ; printing, 52 ; bookbinding, 73 ; shoemaking, 10 ; tailoring, 115 ; blacksmith’s 
work, 13 ; laeemaking, 879 ; dressmaking,' 20 ; embroidery, 178 ; cooking, 8 ; gardening, 65., In additiop 
to the above, there were 167 pupils in industrial schools who were not examined for grant, the schools 
to which they belonged being paid a lump-sum grant.

The encouragement of home industries in Ceylon must come through the schools, and, provided 
markets can be obtained for the goods made in the schools, I believe that classes in the making of toys, 
chalk pencils, slate pencils, ink, baskets, hats, lacquered articles, and in weaving can be successfully 
established. As Chairman of the Home Industries Branch of the Industries Commission I was able to 
collect a éonsiderable amount of evidence which will be useful in starting such classes in the schools. 
Government approved of the establishment of two scholarships at the Hewavitame Weaving School 
for boys from districts where weaving is practised. Steps are being taken to employ passed students 
from this school as weaving instructors attached to Government vemactilar schools. Two new carpentry 
schools were started at K/Teldeniya and K/Nugawela.

The defects of the present industrial schools were, pointed out at length in my report for 1916. 
It is difiSenlt to provide the right type of school at present owing to the heavy cost of materials, especially 
tools, yam, &c. " •

The number of boys on the lists at the Maggona Industrial School on December 31, 1917, was 
226, being 8 less than at the same date in 1916. The admissions during the year were 72* the number 
discharged 70, and the number released by special order of- His Excellency or the courts 8. There ̂ wore 
5 deaths. No boys escaped, and 2 who escaped in 1916 were arrested in 1917.

The principal trades taught and the number engaged in them are : -Gardening (90), carpentry (50), 
tailoring (35), bookbinding (25), smithy work (11),. printing (9). The Tamil and Sinhalese schools 
showed high percentages of passes, 93 and 88, respectively ; and excellent work is done at these schools.

There were 20 cases of dysentery and 24 cases of enteric fever during 1917, The health of the 
boys hus not been satisfactory, partly due to the generally poor physique of the type of boy admitted 
to the Reformatory. Between June 24 and August 28 aU the inmates of the Reformatory were treated 
for anchylostomiasis. All were free from hookworm disease after the third treatment, with the exception 
of 7, who were treated a fourth time. '

Of the 72 boys admitted during the year, 26 were sentenced to periods of twcr years or less, 29 for 
three years, 12 for fom years, and 5 for five years. Detention for less than three year» does little to 
improve the boy, or to help to make him a wage earner when he leaves the Reformatory.

School Gardens.— T̂hes© are directly under the eharg© of th© Department of Agriculture. The 
following report has been furnished by Mr. A. Perera, who Was acting for Mr. 0. Drieberg for all but five 
months of the year

The total number of registered Oovemment school gardens at the end of the year was 335,*as conmared 
with 327 in 1916. There are also 68 gardens attached to grant-in-aid schools, as against 67 in 1916. Owifig 
to the curtailment of votes, the strictest economy had to be Observed in Supplying implemehts, &c., to school 
gardens during the year. The cost of these implements has risen by 80 per cent, since 1914. It is, however, 
encouraging to find that tfie teachers themselves have realized the position, and that they are continuing to 
maintain a high standard of-efficienoy, notwithstanding the many difficulties they had to face.

The highest awards (Rs. 25) were obtained by the following schools :—̂ K./Alawatugoda, K/Gunne- 
pana GMs’, R/Madampe, R/Balangodh Girls’, KG/BeddaWala, BD/TennapanguWa, KU/Boyagana, 
^U/Nakkawatta, KU/Kankaniyamtdla, KU/Makandura, NG/Hufiumulla, U/Kiriwattuduwa, and 
G/Horedugoda. The success of two girls’ schools is remarkable ; both gardens Were excellent, and the 
girls had established a number of home gardens.

I t  Was decided to hold central demonstrations at different centres, a t whiçh teachers and children - 
could attend from the neighbouring schools, and Where the entire morning could be devoted to agri­
cultural work and practical illustration. Schools at which there are particularly good gardens haV© been ■ 
selected as 'centres, and arrangements made for the agricultural instructor to be present for two days to 
give instructions and lectures and inspect'and supervise practical work, which will be carried on by the 
children in his presence.

Home Gardens.—^Teachers were instructed to issue seed and plants to children, and to register all 
such issues, with particulars as to the extent of land to be cultivated and the nature of the cultivation. 
They Were also directed to inspect as many of these plots as possible, and to give the children directions 
for their cultivation. The Agricidtural Society voted a sum of ,Rs. 250 for prizes, on which a further 
sum of Rs. 250 will be spent by the Department. Medals and certificates are to be awarded to the 
teachers and pupils who Jave done the best work.

The Agricultural Society distributed during the year about 9,000 packets of vegetable and curry 
stuff seeds to the schools for the school and home gardens, and the registration scheme has worked most 
successfully. I t  W£is reported that 8,562 home gardens had been opened during the year, which means 
a very considerable increase to the food supply of the country. Many children are reported to have 
obtained sums of Rs. 10. Rs. 9, and less for vegetables grown by them in their parents’ COmpOUlfds,
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Mr. A. Perera reports that “ a schetae for the improvement of the village poultry through schools 

has, with the approval of the Director of Education, been laimehed on the initiative and with the 
assistance of ¿he Hon. Dr. H. M. Fernando, who has also supplied the necessary pens of, birds. The 
scheme j'equires that the breed (white leghorns) be kept pure, and that the eggs produced be sold to the 
school boys at ordinary rates, on the imderstanding that they should only be used for hatching purposes, 
the proceeds of such sales going to the teachers. At the end of a year a prize of Ks. 5 will be awarded to 
the best pair of pure bred birds reared by the boys in their own homes at each centre. The following 
schools have been supplied :—^Wahakotte Roman Catholic School, Teldeniy'a Church Missionary Society 
School, and Matugama Girls’ Vernacular School. It is intende"& gradually to extend the operation of 
the scheme.”

* Two hundred copies of an excellent Manual of Agriculture, by Gate Mudaliyar C. M. Sinnayah, of 
Jaffna, were presented by him for free distribution in Tamil schools.

A class of 15 schoolmasters has been formed at Peradeniya, to which 9 teachers from Government 
.schools, 3 from Roman Catholic grant-in-aid schools, and 3 from Buddhist schools were given nomina­
tions after selection. These teachers will get full salary while at Peradeniya, and will be given free 
instruction and railway warrants, and at the end of their course will be attached to schools where there 
are good gardens, and where they can give special instruction in nature study and agricultural work. 
On obtaining their certificates, the teachers will be recommended for an annual bonus of Rs. 30, in 
addition to their pay, on condition that they teach agriculture or nature study, and maintain the school 
garden satisfactorily during the year.

The agricultural instruction at the Training College was considerably extended during the year 
by increased expenditure on the grounds in opening up new plots of ground, dividing the gardens into 
experimental and fruit and flower gardens, and in providing special instruction in nature study. A gold
8.nd a silver medal were awarded by the Agricultural Society to the two vernacular students who did the 
best work in the garden. Each student has a plot of his own to cultivate. An attempt Wits made to 
start planting up the Royal College grounds with shade trees round the ground and to plant ivy to grow 
up the bufldings. ,

CHAPTER IX. ,
THE SCHOOLS AND THE WAR.

Continued efforts were made to teach the'children in the schools the lessons of the war, and through 
the great assistance given from England, it was possible to distribute a very large amount of war literature, 
e^eciaUy maps and pictures, which are most useful in explaining the great events.

The i ‘ Satya Vani,” a finely illustrated series of pictures, is distributed to 471 Government-schools, 
and» copies are sent also to many of the grant-in-aid schools. The teachers have instructions to paste 
or hang these pictures on the school walls and to explain them to the children. Unforttmately the 
explanations below the pictures are not printed in Sinhalese, but are given in Tamil. There is generally, 
however, some one in every village who can read and translate Tamil into Sinhalese. 23,448 copies 
of the “ Satya Vani ” Jiave been issued to the schools, so there is a large variety of pictures to choose 
from, and teachers are instructed to change the pictures at short intervals. The maps supplied from 
England are also much appreciated.

Twelve monthly numbers of the “ War Leaflet,” being an accoimt of the progress of the war in 
English, Sinhalese, and Tamil, Were issued, when it Was decided temporarily to stop publication, partly 
on account of the very heavy cost of paper, and also to enable the numbers already issued to be read and 
imderstood, and to bring out special copies at intervals, when there were any specially remarkable events 
to record. ?96,400 copies of the “ War Leaflet” were sold and Rs. 11,000 were remitted to the Red Cross, 
after deducting out-of-pocket expenses. Each school is provided with a bound nuinber of the twelve 
copies issued, and the teachers are instructed to read passages from the leaflets to the senior classes. The 
leaflet gives an account of the progress of the war, as well as of deeds of courage performed on land and 
sea. Inspectors are directed to examine all schools in general knowledge of the war, its causes, the 
combatant?, &c.

Lantern lectures on the war have been given at the Training College and in some of the schools. 
Excellent shdes have been sent out from England.

103 teachers in Government vernacular schools, only four of whom were drawing a salary of more 
than Rs. 60 a month, took War Loan Premium Bonds, and 1,171 teachers in Government vernacular 
schools give one day’s pay a month to war funds.

CHAPTER X.
flm ale educatio n .

The number of girls attending Government schools in 1917 was 28,609, the number attending 
grant-in-aid schools was 87,914. This gives a total of 116,523, and an increase, as compared with 1916, 
of 4,442. The number of Government girls’ schools was 178, and of Government mixed schools 78. 
The number of grant-in-aid girls’ schools was 364, and of grant-in-aid mixed schools 1,343. The large 
number of grant-in-aid mixed schools is due to the fact that many of them are really boys’ schools, in 
which a few small girls are taught; in all these schools female teachers are employed, and needlework 
is compulsory for the girls. The humber of ghls attending unaided schools is 7,855. This gives a total 
of 124,378 girls under instruction, about 41 per cent, of the girls of school-going age.

Higher Education in English Schools. n u m b e r  of girls atten(tog registered English schools 
was 7,213, or a little more than 22 per cent, of the total number 6f pupils attending these schools. In 
the previous year the number was 6,784. In the Senior Cambridge Examination of 1916 there were 
13 girl candidate, of whom 7 passed; and in the Jimior 61 girls, of whom 14 passed. One obtained 
honoms in the Senior. The changes to be made, in the syllabus for the Ju^or Cambridge referted to 
in Chapter IV. will, it is hoped, lead to better results in this examination.

There are now in Ceylon nine girls’ schools provided with their own laboratories and science 
equipment, and two girls’ schools with equipment but without special accommodation for the subject. 
Special classes in alternative subjects, which can bn included in a domestic science course, have been 
allowed at some of the convents, and encouragement is given to schools to take up first aid and nursing,
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and to start classes in cookery and home m^rnagement. A Committee was appointed a t the Conference 
of Managers and Head Teachers held in Colombo to consider the whole question of a domestic science 
course and classes in home management and domestic training. - • ,

The number of girls attending Government and grant-in-aid vernacular schools' was 106,978, 
showing an increase of 4,380 as compared with 1916.

Mr. A. van Cuylenburg, Retired Inspector of Schools, who continued to act as “ Inspectress,” 
pending the arrival of Miss N. 0. Carter, who has been appointed Inspectress of Schools, but who was 
unable to secure a passage to Ceylon, reports as follows

Two schools haVe been added to my list during the year, thus bringing the number in my charge to 51. 
The registration oTanOther school is still under consideration. The number on the rolls of these schools has 
steadily increased, and the average daily attendance has kept fair pace with this increase. In the Mrgest 
school on my list the number on the rolls has in the year risen from 536 to 610, and the average daily attendance 
from 414 to 458.

In respect of equipment, 'improvement is noticeable on all sides. A great deal more attention is now 
paid to up-to-date furniture, maps, and other appliances than used to be the case when I relinquished the 
charge of these schools fifteen years ago. In some eases excellent buildings have been provided, a# at the 
Kotahsna and St. Bridget’s Convents, with the best equipment. The accommodation at present provided in 
girls’ schools is generallj’’ excellent.

However pleasing this aspect of the situation may be, it must be observed that the improvement in the 
teaching staff has not quite kept pace with the attendance. Schools are still to be found where the elimination 
of a number of teachers is demanded in the interests of the children. It must be admitted that the school 
authorities readily acknowledge this necessity. I can myself cite instances of handsome salaries being offered 
for the best teaching ability in the market, without avail. Unless, therefore, a very strong effort is made 
at once to meet the demand for trained teachers, we shall have to put up with the presence of a poorer type 
of assistant teacher for at least some years to come. The supervision, however, that in the majority of these 
schools highly trained principals are enabled to exercise over the work, especially of the less gifted teachers,* 
has greatly minimfeed the results of tbe evil to which I am referring. Besides, in a fair number of schools 
(those in the less favoured localities excepted) at least one trained teacher is to be found on the staff. Those 
registered as fully organized secondary schools have many more. The outlook cannot, therefore, be regarded 
as discouraging. And it ought also mot to be lost sight of that the up-to-date expert teaching, which even one 
trained teacher represents, leavens the teaching more or less of the whole school.

I  must admit that great advances in instruction have been made for the last fifteen years or rijore. I 
should like to see still more effective teaching of English. Tq begin with, reading, as reading, does not receive 
the attention !  think it deserves. Expression is not sufficiently insisted on, and phrasing oathe collocation 
of words is also much neglected. A girl thinks nothing, when reading, of separating the object from the verb 
with which it is connected, or of halting at a preposition and carr5dng on the noun or pronoun with whicjh 
it is related with the rest of the sentence. Emphasis on the wrong word is even of more frequent’oeeurrenCe. 
In recitation these shortcomings are much more apparent. Here a plethora of emphasis is supposed to help 
expression, and accents are misplaced, in utter unconsciousness of the destruction dealt to rhythm. Everybody 
has heard of the boy who stood on the burning deck, and the schooner which was the Hesperus. If the children 
are well instructed in the elementary rules of prosody, recitation can be a pleasure to the hearer, which is sp 
frequently not the case at present. I  should also like to see more methodical and steady effort made to help 
girls to express themselves well in writing. An essay, for instance, from the girls in the higher part of the 
school Very often consists of one or two sides of a sheet of paper, with the sentences strung togethOr, with no 
regard at all to sequence in the arrangement of ideas. A paragraph as a feature of an essay ig not understood. 
The vocabulary employed frequently shows that they have not learnt to discriminate between the language 
that is suited to ordinary conversation and that which should be used in written composition.

I feel that a great impetus will be given to the teaching of English composition if it is made a subject 
by itself, and not tacked on as now to the English language subject. Of course, the learning of composition 
is incidental to the teaching of the English language, but being only incidental, it suffers much b;  ̂the subordi­
nate position given to it. I shordd wish to see composition taken as an exercise by itself daily, coiUmencing 
from the first standard, where, and in the second standard, it  should be worked only orally. In the higher 
standards, up to the fifth, composition should be taken both orally and in writing in carefully graded stagés. 
Sentence-making in these thren latter standards «hould receive greater attention. In the fourth and fifth 
the construction of easy paragraphs consisting of three or four sentences might be taught. The^teaching of 
variety of form and expression ought also to be cultivated in  these standards. Selected sentences from tho 
class readers would be found to give excellent scope for this particular exercise in Composition. The threO 
highest standards could then be made to give attention almost exclusively to paraphrasing and essajr writing 
proper.

As has been shown in Chapter VII., Training Schools, efforts are being made to increase thè 
number of trained women teachers. Miss L. Daly, Mistress of Method at the Braining College, reports :—

The training of the English women students continues to show satisfactory progress in Work and develop­
ment. War conditions still leave us hampered for want of certain features in staffing, accommodation, and 
equipment necessary for the adéquate training of teachers on modern lines. Yet each year shows improvement 
in the material conditions, which provide scope for more complete training.

(1) A good library now makes organized “ study circles ” possible. These make lectures and
“ discussions ” on education of more definite and practical Value to the students, and encourage the hfibit 
of consulting books for themselves, which, it is hoped, students will niaintain When they leave college, and so 
continue to be students of education and not teachers only. •

(2) Under difficulties we have developed a social side Of college life, which is enabling us to send out 
students who will be agreeable and useful members of a school Staff, agr well as teachers of school lessons.

(3) A students’ “ At home ” was a new feature this year. The preparation of songs created an interest 
in music essential to infant teachers. And th$ getting up of a “ play ” showed that Ceylon is no exception 
to the experience of English colleges, which find that “ dramatic ” practice bears fruit in the improved powers 
of story telling and narration by teacheis.

C4) The formation of a “ Personal Service Association ” brings us into line with ideals much voiced 
in England and America for the last few years, and expressed again at the recent “ Conference of Educational 
Associations ” (London, January, 1918), where Professor John Adams read a paper on “ Th%, School as a 
Social Centre.” Eor girls, ^specially those who will in due course become head nhstress^s, this aspect of 
college opportunity is of the utmost value.

In oUr under-staffed condition we owe very much to the very good spirit, and constant good humour, 
of the women students.

A comparison with the conditions in the Madras Presidency in regard to the employment of women 
teachers is of interest, as showing the progress made in Ceyloii in women’s education, and in explaining— 
as always strikes a visitor to Ceylon— t̂he high standard of literacy amongst the women, and the
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generally good English spoken in the homes. With well-educated mothers the coming generations are 
bound to make rapid strides in education.

I t  is stóted in the last Madras Quinquennial Report that, as in the previous quinquennium, the 
numbei' of girls in boys’ schools was stiU in the proportion of 11 to every 20 under instruction. I t  is, of 
course, difficult to provide girls’ schools for girls if there are not the women teachers. In Madras the 
staff has in the past been composed chiefly of male teachers. According to the Madras report quoted 
above, “ in elementary schools in the Northern Circle men still form the bulk of the teachers, only 30 per 
cent, being women. There are about 200 more women employed, but further increase is called for
..........  In  the Southern Circle, similarly, whüe there are absolutely more females employed relatively,

the  aumber of women teachers is no higher, mainly because the extra supply of such teachers has not 
kept pace with the great expansion of elementary education. In Government schools, indeed, the 
number of male teachers has decreased from 21 to 12, but in board schools their number has actually 
increased, though women are given preference, the reason for this being, not only that the demands of the 
many newly opened board schools largely outrun the supply, but also that the pay offered is inadequate.
..........® Various expedients have been adopted with the double object of increasing the supply of female

teachers, and of so reducing the number of males employed in girls’ schools. Obvious means are improve­
ment in the pay and prospects of female teachers, in which connection a proposal has been made to fix 
their pay at a minimum of Rs. 12, an increase in the facilities for training, and the making of the training 
course more attractive by the provision of enhanced stipends, and of hostels and an increase in the number 
of scholarships, a measure which has the effect, not only of inducing the pupils to stay longer a t schools, 
bu t also of increasing the supply of teachers possessing more satisfactory general educational qualifica­
tions. Government schools and schools imder public management experience less difficulty in securing 
female teachers than aided schools.”
" -In Ceylon there are only 67 male teachers on the staff of girls’ schools, of whom 53 are employed in 
the Jaffna peninsula—a Tamil district—and 44 in vernacular schools. In  many of the boys’ schools the 

• infants and lower classes are taken by women teachers.
In  elementary schools in the Northern Circle in Madras there are reported to be 10 women of the 

secondary grade on salaries of ,Rs. 30 to Rs. 35 per mensem, while of the rest about one-haK were of the 
higher or lower elementary grade on salaries ranging from Rs. 10 to Rs. 14, the other half being untrained. 
In  this Circle for women graduates pay ranges from Rs. 110 to Rs. 250 per mensem, for secondary teachers 
Rs. 30 to Rs. ^0 per mensem in mission schools and Rs. 40 to Rs. 100 in Government schools.

The trained woman teacher in Ceylon usually starts in an Enghsh school on a salary of Rs. 50 
ta  Rs. 60 to Rs. 80 to Rs. 100 per mensem, and will probably rise to a salary of Rs. 150 per mensem. 
Trained teachers appointed before March, 1916, and teachers in Training at the Training College at that 
Rath, are also entitled on getting their first class certificates after three successive years’ satisfactory work 
to one-third of their salary as a result payment, and after March, 1916, to a result payment not to exceed 
Rs. 400. I t  is, of course, impossible to recruit women teachers, unless girls can he induced to stay on at 
school until they reach the higher standards.

The Madras report states : “ Hindu and Muhammadan parents will always be averse to keeping 
their daughters beyond a very early age in schools staffed by males. Where the staff is entirely composed
of women, the duration of school life tends to r is e .......... approximately 58 per cent, of the pupils in girls’
secondary and elementary schools are in the infant standards. The disproportionate strength of the infant 
standard is even more marked now than it was in 1912. The comparative percentages to total strength in 
the infant, first, second, and third standards were in 1912 55, 20,12, and 8, and in 1917 58,18,12, and 7.”

I  have taken the figures for twelve of the leading English girls’ schools in Ceylon and find th a t the 
percentage of the infant department to the total strength is 30 per cent., and in twelve large vemaçular 
girls’ schools the proportion is 37 per cent., while there are a large number of small boys under 8 included 
in the infant department figures.

At the examinations held at the Training College for women students there were 43 candidates 
for 18 vac^cies for English students and 156 candidates for 20 vacancies for vernacular students. I t  
must be remembered, too, that all candidates were required to have passed qualifying examipations.

In the Sinhalese female monitors’ examination held during the year there were 125 candidates in 
the first year, 95 candidates in the second year, and 153 candidates in the third year,, all of whom are 
competing to be women teachers in Sinhalese scbools. There is, therefore, no lack of women teachers', 
and the material is excellent—a remarkable feature in an Eastern country. This result is largely due to 
the enlightenment of the low-country Sinhalese in this particular direction, the good e:ÿample set by the 
Burghers, who have proved to be excellent teachers, but, above aU, to the missionary efforts of English 
women, who have established most successful girls’ schools in Ceylon, and inculcated a love of school 
life and teaching amongst their pupils, which have home fruit ip the good qüality generally foupd amongst 
the women teachers in the English schools in this country. Among the TamUs progress has been 
naturally much slower, but here, again, missionary effort in Jaffna has beep most successful, and 
Ramanathan College will be a  lasting monument to the Member of Council who founded the College, 
and successfully conduct^it as a further encouragement to women’s education in the North.

The success of the village girls’ schools, and, in fact, of all girls’ schools, would not have been 
assured had not the people been satisfied of the practical value of the instruction given ; the grea 
attention paid to, and the high efficiency obtained in, needlework in Ceylon schools has undoubtedly 
largely contributed to secure this result. Mrs. M. Evans, the Inspectress of Needlework, reports :-f—

I travelled 5,714 miles during the year, and visited once at least eVery girls’ and mixed industrial school, 
and also Maggona Reformatory, for the purpose of examining lace, embroidery, dressmaking, cooking, and 
tailoring. 178 schools were visited for the examination of plain sewing, and tests Were set and marked for all 
schools not visited—1,346.

I also Jaidf forty-three visits without notice, and inspected work at thirty-six centres. The work at- 
these centres included monitors’ and teachers’ work, and finished articles from 2(S| village schools. The plan 
of assembling these teachers at centres has been found to work wall in the case of small schools, as the time 
spent in travelling from school to school has been saved, f t  has also been effective in the prevention of fraud ; 
children in many cases were taught to work examination tests, but the garments presented for inspection as 
the Work of the children were sometimes made by the teacher, or by other children, or village women. The 
inspection of finished garments at centres makes it possible to state with some degree of certainty that most of 
the children actually do the work shown, and that there is some improvement even in the worst districts.
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A high standard in lace-making and embroidery is still maintained, although there is at presejit great 
difi&culty in finding supplies of suitable materials for the work. ".

The sewing in English schools shows a marked improvement, and the children in attendance a t  these 
schools have almost without exception'worked entirely for Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild during the last two 
years. Their good work and generosity have received due recognition. The improvement in the quality of 
the work is due to the fact that for soihe years the Department has made sewing a compulsory subject for 
teachers as well as pupils in English schools, and that the subject is now included in the secondary schools 
examinations. ' -

An Assistant to the Inspectress of Needlework has been appointed from October Iv
The Secretary of the Schools Branch,of the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild reported that she had 

received, packed, and despatched to London 3,806 garments, most of which were the work or gifts of 
school children. The following letter was received from Lady Lawley :—

-March 31, 1917,
Friary Court, Et. James’s Palace, S.W.

Deaf Madam,--»-I am commanded by the Queen to convey to you her high appreciation of the splendid 
gift from the children of the schools of Ceylon. ’ ^

Her Majesty hopes that you ■will let the children know how much she admires the excellence of their 
work. The things are so beautifully made that they have been sent to the Officers’ Families Fund, and Her 
Majesty knows that it will be a pleasure to the children to feel that they have done so much to help the orphans 
of our brave soldiers.

The Queen desires me te congratulate the teachers on the work of their pupils.
Believe me, &c.,

Aknie Lawley, 
Honorary Secretary.

The singing competition for the Colombo girls’ schools was held on December 5. Ten schools 
entered, and the Seirior Shield, kindly presented by Mrs. Lawrence, was won by St. Bridget’s Convent f  
the Junior Shield, the gift of Mr. J. Harward, by St. Clare’s College, Turret road; and a shield generously 
ofiered by Mrs. Meaden for competition amongst boys’ schools was won by the boys of Wesley College.

CHAPTER XI.
EDUCATION OF SPECIAL CLASSES.

Éstate Schools.—The number of children attending school on estates was 9,811, as compared with 
6,771 in 1916, of whom 8,794 were boys and 1,017 were girls. The Education Ordinance Las never been 
enforced with regard to girls on estates, and it is scarcely surprising that only about one-eighth of the^ji 
attend school. The number of registered estate schools on the list of grant-in-aid schools wus 235, the 
same as iñ 1916. The number of estate schools examined for grant during the financial year was 211s as 
compared -with 204 in the previous year. The Sub-Inspectors employed during the year in inspecting 
the arrangements for teaching on estates which have no registered school visited and reported on 319 
schôols during the year. The increase of 3,040 in the attendance on estate schools is satisfactory, 
but until it is considered necessary and advisable to enforce some measure of compulsion, the progre ss 
of estate schools must depend almost entirely on the interest shown in them by the estate superintendents.

I  met the Chairman, Planters’ Association, the Planting Member of Council, and other leading 
members of the planting community -with regard to the question of estate schools, at Kandy on July 12.
I  subsequently addressed thé Planters’ Association, suggesting that it be made a rule on estates that 
no child between the ages of 5 and 8 should be paid on the check roll for any day on which such child 
had not attended school for two hours. The object of the pro'vision would be to ensure that children 
were not kept away from.school on the ground that they were required to work, while the parent would ' 
not suffer by beiug deprived of the wage-earning capacity of the' chfid.

I t  is desirable that, if possible, the children should go straight to school from the morning muster. 
They are fitter for their school work in the early morning, and to work in the field afterwards. If they 
are required to gO to school after their day’s work, they are kept a t work after the adults have finished 
their day’s task, which makes the work irksome and unpopular. In the early morning therS should be 
little difficulty in collecting the children and starting them at work, -while there is a better check on the 
regular attendance of the master.

My letter Was circulated to the local planting associations and  published in the Planters' Gazette, 
and appears to have had the effect of increasing the attendance. Several associations expressed their 
willingness to co-operate. At the present time, when the estates have been incurring heavy expenditure 
in connection with the anchylostOmiasis campaign, and in view of war conditions, further action may 
be deferred.

Muhammadan Schools,̂—There are stiR 4 Government Muhammadan schools in which the Koran 
teachers are paid by Government. In  all schools recently established by Government for Muhammadans 
the work of the Government teacher is confined to the Code subjects in Tamil ; but facUities are given 
for Koran teaching if a teacher is provided by the Muhammadan community. The number of Muham­
madans in Government schools was 3,433, as compared with 3,490 in 1916 ; and in grant-in-aid schools 
6,011, as compared with 5,878 in 1916- - *

I  addressed a public meeting of Muhammadans a t the Muslim Zahira College on March 5, and 
my address was translated into Tandl and widely circulated by the Ceylon Muslim Association. There 
have been some spasmodic -attempts to open more Muhammadan schools, but untU. the community 
realize the importance of securing education for their children there can be little advance. I t  would 
seem that the best means of securing the attendance Of Muhammadan children is by providing English 
teaching, for which this community is ready to  pay. Two scholarships have been offered for Muham­
madan boys imder my scholarship scheme for boys from veniacular schools.

Prison Schools.— N̂o education had been given to prisoners in CeylOn prisons «ince July, 1912, 
when the Jaü teachers weii withdrawn. With the ready co-operation of the Inspector-General of Prisons 
schools were opened during the year at the Welikada, Mahara, Kandy, and Jaffna prisons, with attendances 
of 100, 150, 80, and 90, respectively.

Police Schools.—The police school a t Kandy was recognized for grant, and a special syllabus 
dra'wn up for police schools, which was approved by the Inspector-General of Police, who has shown 
himself anxious to assist m every way in providing schools for the children of the force.
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* CHAPTER XII.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HYGIENE.
Considerable progress was made during the year with classes of physical training for teachers 

for English and Government and grant-in-aid vernacular schools, and the “ Cammack ” certificate 
has now become a recognized educational diploma in Ceylon.O *■

I  annex a report from Mr. R. W. Cammack, Physical Director of the Youhg Men’s Christian 
Association, part of whose time I  was able to secure for the Department, with the kind consent of the 
Young Men’s Christian AssoeisCtion :—

The first classes under the present scheme of the physical training in the schools of CeylOn Were held 
a t the government Training College, beginning .on January 20, 1917. Both the first- and seoOnd-year classes 
were taken together on Saturday morning and given one hour’s lecture and one hour’s practical work. The 
class continued this programme imtil the Easter holidays, when it was decided to divide the class into first- 
and second-year groups. The second-year class was then given as complete a course as possible, so as to qualify  
them for certificates by the end of the year. The first-year class continued moré slowly and more thoroughly, 
as they were taking two years to finish the course.

Early in May a course in physical training was planned for teachers already in service in the various 
schools in and about Colombo. Circulars were sent around to all the schools by the Director of Education, 
promising an annual bonus of Rs. 30 to all who completed the course, obtained the certificate, and taught 

«drill in the schools. Eighty-six teachers enrolled from twenty-eight different schools. Since all these teachers 
could not receive a proper amount of individual attention if they all met in one class, it  was divided. One 
class was started on May 26,at St. Joseph’s College, meeting on Saturday mornings . 15, and another class 
at St. Benedict’s College on May 29. Bach class was given the same course of fifteen lessons On such subjects 
as “ Importance of Physical Education^’ “ Purpose, Object, and Aims,” “ Principles of Teaching,” “ Com­
mands,” “ Marching,” “ Movements,” “ The Value of Supervised Play in Education,” “ Hygiene,” &c. The 
first half of each hour was given to lectures on these subjects, and the last half was taken up by class exercises 
and gri^p games. Dr. Gray’s “ Physical Education Drill Book ” was used as a text book. Many teachers 
who started the course had very vague ideas about the nature of the work. Some came for the promised 
bonus, others came for their owi4 personal improvement, with a little idea of teaching. While others who did 
not have the personality of qualities of leadership wer© dropped from the class. Consequently only 33 of the 
tfl who stasted in St. Joseph’s College completed the course and passed the examination. Of this number, 
19 jjiave led drill classes successfully in their oWn respective schools and have received their certificates. Of 
the 29 of the St. Benedict’s who started the course, 13 successfully completed the course, and 11 of this number 
have secured their certificates. The others will receive their certificates as soon as they are given regular 
classes and get a little more practice in leading them.

Immediately following the Easter holidays the Physical Director led four classes of boys at W esley 
Gollege and two classes of boys at Muslim Zahira College. Early in May notices were sent out by the Director 
of Education to the vernacular schools, and on May 2fi, at the same time the English physical training classes 
were being held, Mr. Amarakoon, a Vernacular teacher of th© Training College, who had been attending the 
English classes sirice January, and who had already been teaching the vernacular student teachers for a month, 
started a class of vernacular teachers from schools in and about Colombo. Fifty-eight teachers started this 
course, 42 of whom satisfactorily completed it, and are now teaching drill in their own schools.

On Aijgust 23, at the Teachers’ Conference in Jaffna, a lecture on “ physical Training in Schools ” and 
-a physical training demonstration by 16 of the Training College studénts were given, to stimulate interest 
among the teachers from various parts of th© Island.

The St. Joseph’s College physical training class completed the course on September 29, and St. Benedict’s 
College completed its course on October 30. The vernacular class mot for the last time on October 27. In  
the meantime circulars had been seUt out with regard to starting a neW set of classes fOr teachers who did 
not get intff the first class, with the following response :—‘

English teachers’ class held at St. Joseph’s College 
Vernacular teachers’ class held at the Training College 
Enghsh teachers’ class held at St. Benedict’s College

18
105

19
The English teachers’ class at St. Joseph’s College was discontinued after eight lessons, on account of 

poor attendance, and the teachers who really desired to complete the course were advised to attend either the 
St. Benedict’s College class or the Training College class.

At the close o | the year 65 English and 62 vernacular teachers had satisfactorily completed th© course, 
and physical training classes were being held in 20 English and 31 vernacular schools. On October 25 three 
classes On physical training ware started at Royal College by three of their teachers, who had completed 
the course at St. Joseph’s College. These classes were composed of Standard lU .a  and b and Standard IV.«  
and 6, which contained the boys just below the age limit for cadet training.

‘Demonstrations were given during the year at St. B&nediCt’s College, Ananda College, and the Borella 
Boys’ School, in the presence of the Director, to inspect the physical work in these schools. At St. Benedict’s 
College over 500 boys marched to the field and produced a very good effect, as they all drilled together under 
one leader, then at the signal of a whistle they all marched to different parts of the ground for 10 minutes 
of games. At Ananda College and Borella Boys’ School the classes drilled’separately, and gave a good 
demonstration of how the work was regularly carried 6n.

The need for an up-to-date vernacular drill book is being met by a Sinhalese translation by Mr. Amara­
koon of Dr. G. Henry Gray’s “ Physical Education Drill Book,” which has been used extensively throughout 
the schools of India. Attention is also being given to school games, which are now being widely introduced 
in all the schifols throughout the Island.

The new drill and games will be spread rapidly throughout the schoo* by the teachers. Every 
“teacher who goes through the Training College course will in future hold the “ Oammack ” certificate, 
and will be required to teach driU and games in the schools.

Arrangements have been made to bring out an edition of 
manual of hygiene, adapted to Ceylon.

' Light, Life, and Cleanliness,” a useful
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Grovemment provided a vote of Rs. 5,000 to a^ist in the provision of latrines in Government 
vernacular schools, which was allocated to the varjdus district Rchool Committees.

Captain'E. Evans, Assistant Director, of Education, who has "been acting as Office» fJoinmanding 
the Cadet Companies of the Ceylon Light Infantry during 1917, reports ;— * .

The strength of the Corps on December 31, 1917, was as follows :—

Eoyal College 
„ St. -Thomas’s College 

Wesley College 
St. Joseph’s College 

^  -St. Benedict’s College 
♦ ' .  Trinity College 
’ ■’ St. Anthony’s College 

Ringswood College 
Prince of Wales’s College 

"'J St.'*Tohn’s CcHege 
. ” StJ Aloysius’s College

Richmond College 
St. l o r y ’s College.

Total

Cadets. Passed Cádets.
177 69
69 65.
88 38

109 52
110 38
168 71
135 36

. 129 31
237 33
154 59
207 26
140 27
98 —;

1,811 545

The annual competitions were held on February 22 and 23, 1918, on the Nondescript cricket ground, 
«Colombo, and a high standard of efficiency was reached both by the Cadets and Passed Cadets, Richmond  ̂
College Won the Shield for physical drill and marching competed for by the Cadets, and Trinity College won 
the De Soysa Cup awarded to Cadets and the Hermann Loos Challenge Cup for Passed Cadets. Brigadier- 
General E. Hacket-Thompson, General Officer Commanding, who was present at the competitions, complimented 
the Cadets on their efficiency.

Towards the end of 1917 Government sanctioned a vote for a separate camp for Passed Cadets. The 
last camp took place in 1909, when the Cadets joined, the Ceylon Light Infantry at Diyatalawa. The first 
proposal was that the camp should take place at Kandy in December, 1917, but it was postponed untfl 1918, 
with a view to arranging for a meeting at Diyatalawa early in 1918. The following colleges took advantage 
of the grant in aid for cadet camps offered by the Education Department»:—Royal, Wesley, St. AloysiuSr 
and Richmond.

Very considerable difficulty has been experienced during the year in providing equipment fo» the Cadet 
Battalion, on account of the shortage due to the war, but arrangements were eventually made for providing 

; for rather more than 400 Passed Cadets who had signified their intention of attending camp during the vacation 
in April, 1918.

The Cadets of Colombo and Brandy were inspected by Brigadier-General R. B. Fell, C.B., Commandant, 
Ceylon Defence Force, who expressed himself as satisfied with the turn-out of the majority of the colleges.

The following is a list of old boys, furnished by the Principals of Colleges, who have left Ceylon on war 
service

Royal 
Wesley ..  
St. Thomas’s 
St. Joseph’s 
Trinity . .  
Kingswood

61
26
39
25
49
60

St. Anthony’s 
Richmond
St. Mary’s, Negombo 

Total'

28
7
S

298 •

Major W. E. Gratiaen, Acting Officer Commanding, was on sick leave during the greater part of 1917, 
and I acted for hfin. Major Gratiaen has since retired on account of ill-health, after holding office as Assistant 
Adjutant for nine years. During this period he devoted his services to the improvement of the Battalion, 
and the present state of efficiency is largely due to his efforts ; the Department is much indebtedtto him on 
this account. ’

The Boy Scout movement has progressed during the year, and has now a firm footing in Ceylon.
- At the end of the year there were 38 schools with Boy Scout troops, and the number of scouts in the 
Island was 1,600.

A camp was held on the Havelock Racecourse in March, which was attended by about 300 scouts.
The King’s flag for competition amongst all the Colonies, except Australia and South Africa, 

arfd awarded to the school which has the largest number of King’s Scouts, was ,won |p r  Ceylon from
- the Bahamas by Dharmuraja College, Kandy.

An important conference was held in June, which was attended by representatives of the scout 
troops from all parts of Ceylon, and it was decided to appoint an executive committee for the Island 
under the presidency of the Director of Education. .

Mr. F. Q. Stevens, the Colonial Commissioner, who Started the Boy Scout movement in Ceylon, 
and had done excellent Work on its behalf, left for Mesopotamia in September on active service, and 
Mr. F. G. Pearce, of Mahinda CoHege, GaUe,-was appointed Deputy Colonial Commissioner.

CHAPTER XIII. - * ■ •
I  CONFERENCES. ’ ,  ̂ * .

A new departure was introduced during the year by holding tfae first Conference of Teachers ever 
held in Ceylon. Jaffna was selected as the centre for the Conference, 'ft'hich lasted from- August 20 
to 25, and vsKis attended by 500 teachers. I  presided throughout, and gave an opening address. Puhho 
lectures were given by Sir Anton Bertram, K.C., on “ Burke, the Orator of Conservatism,” and
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School Texts.
Physical Training.
Occupation as a Method of Education.
Nature Study : Elowers. • ,
The Dignity and Status of the Teacher. 
Experimental Science.
Nature Study : LeaTes. '
The^Teaching of Children. .. . ^
Kindergarten Principles applied to ^the Semor 

School. .

Rey. Father M. J . Le Goc on “ Organization,” and papers, followed by discussions, were read on;the 
following subjects :—

Geography. * * , .
Some Inspects of Class Management,
The Teaching of History.
History and Geography.
Teaching of Arithmetic.
The Trained and the Untrained Teacher.
Graphs.
Teaching of English.
Mathematics.
English Literature.
The Pronunciation of English.,

Government gave free railway Warrants to- head teachers and trained teachers, which eîiabled 
teachers to attend from all parts of the Island. The Conference was thus a centre for the  interchange of 
ideas amongst teachers who had never previously-met, and brought together men and women of different 
races, religions, and from all parts of the Island, who are all engaged in the same 'profession. 
I t  undoubtedly stimulated the interest takeh, not only by teachers, but by the outside public, in 
educational questions. '

The proceedings were subsequently published, under the editorship of Mr. L. J . Gratiaen, qf the 
Training College. A Conference of Inspectors was held in Colombo on November 22, followed by a 
Conference of Managers and Head Teadhers of English Schools at the Wesley College Hah, a t which the 
following subjects were discussed

(1) The necessity for providing that no pupil in any school should be aUoWed to proceed to the
study of a second language—other than his vernacular—Until he Ras a rqaUy adequate 
knowledge of English.

(2) Whether the point of bifurcation should remain as a t present at the fourth standard, or should 
. be raised to the fifth.

(3) The desirability of maintaining special classes first and second year as at present constituted.
(4) The necessity of a more fdvanced course for pupils in elementary schools on the lines of a

commercial class,'or training for home life, but not necessarily confined to the classes referred 
» to in section 39 (g) of the Code. ^

(5) Suggestions for further assistance from the Department to secure special courses not necessarily 
® taken for examination purposed.,

(6) The need for further tests of school work than is afforded by examination.
(7) The best hours for daily school work.
(8) The need for limiting the hours of teaching in schools.
(9) The inclusion of the vernaculars as alternative language subjects in the Cambridge School­

leaving Certificate Examination.
(10) The best means of providing training for certificated teachers who cannot secure admission 

to the Training College.
(U) The possibilities of providing special courses and organizing training camps for teachers in 

term or vacation.
(12) The inducements to be offered to secure pupU. teachers in elementary schools.
(13) .The steps that should be taken by sehools to draw up pension schemes for the approval of 

; ■■•the Education Department under section 84 (c) of the Code.
(14) The simphfication of the payment of lump-sum grant.
Most of these subjects have already been referred to in this report. Committees were formed to 

report furth*r on domestic science and home training courses in girls’ schools, and for manual training 
and industrial classes in schools, and for drawing up a pension scheme for teachers. The Conference 
was. very -well attended, and was valuable in securing the views of managers and head teachers and in 
promoting co-operation, between the Department and the schools.

CHAPTER XIV.
FINANCIAL SUMMARY.

1913-10. 1916-17, '
R s .  R ? .

Amount voted .. . .  2,329,310 ..  2,441,656
A further sum of Rs. 68,415T4 was*spent from heads of expenditure other than “ Education,” 

making up the total outlay on account of education pf Rs. 2,353,591 ‘61. The nett 0ost to Government 
on education in 1916-17 was Rs. 2,293,723'45, as shown below :—

R e c e i p t s .

. School fees. Royal College..
School fees. Government Technical Schools
School fees. Training College
School fees, Nanu-oya English School . .
School fees, Anglo-vernacular schools
Fees recovered for examinations
Sale of stationery, registers, &c.

Nett cost.

Total

1913-16. V 1916-17.
Rs. c. Rs. c.

10,340 0 30,265 0
1,426 25 4,386 0

23,799 94 7,787 0
126 0 261 0

7,796 26 8,214 50
4,727 60 .. -  6,324 0
1,347 18 . .  •  2,640 66

49,762 12 59,868 16
2,216,202 72 . .  2,293,723 45

■ 2,266,964 84 2,353,591 61
9{iv)18
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E x p e n d it u b b . 1915-16. 1916-17.
Administration. Rs. 0 , Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. c.

Cost of direction 94,956 5 101,440 63 • •
Cost of inspection 122,646 65 128,093 96

• ---------------  217,601 6 0 ----------- 229,634 49

General Instruction.
Covernmelit schools 
District School Committees 
Grant-in-aid schools ..
Grant to Tamankaduwa schools 
Grant to Oriental colleges 
Scholarships and prizes

601,775 28 • 596,254 54
102,607 0 114,536 92

1,110,170 3 1,124,666 22
1,500 0 1,500 0
1,000 0 1,800 0

27,823 86 28,913 6
-M 44.876 17 -1,867,670 74

“ Special Instruction.
Gaverriment Training College 
Government Technical Schools 
Grants in aid to training schools 
Grants in aid to industrial schools 
Government carpentry schools 
Orphan and ragged schools 
Maggona Reformatory 
Cadet Battalion 
Deaf, dumb, and blind school

■69,968. .94 , 75,741 19
35,882 87 41,889 69
15,15a 0 * .  17,850 0
26,215 0 , 21,699 78

1,593 76 1,947 67
1,400 0 1,400 0

21,171 87 22,990 85
12,482 28 8,222 89
3,000 0 3,000 0

177,854 71 194,641 97

Miscellaneous.
Cost of publication, &c., of books 5,506 94 ■ 6,614 67
Cost of holding examinations 6,425 42 9,756 46

Building grants to grant-in-aid schools 14,700 0 40,426 0
Cost of buildings for elementary educa­

tion in Colombo . .  . . — 4,948 28

Total

-  25,632 36

2,266,964 84

-  61,744 41

2,363,691 61

E. B. DENHAM, 
Director of Education.
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MEDICAL.

REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL CIVIL MEDICAL OFFICER AND INSPECTOR-GENERAL 
« OF HOSPITALS FOR THE YEAR 1917.

I  HAVE the honour to submit the following. report on the health and sanitation îa  Ceylon 
and on the administration of institutions pf .the Ceylon Civil Medical Department for ther year ended 
December 31, 1917. - •

Section I.—P opulation.
2. The population of Ceylon on December 31, 1917, inclusive of imlnigrant coolies (but ©xclusive 

of military and shipping), was 4,632,384. Of these, 7,220 were Europeans, exclusive of those who left’ 
on war service. This is an increase of 85,199 on the previous year’s estimate of population.

Section II.—P u b u c  H ealth.
3. Vihl Statistics.—183,976 births were registered in the proportion of 39 per 1,000 of thé 

population per annum, as compared with 174,929 in the previous year, showing an increase of 9,049: 
The deaths registered in 1917 totalled 113,389, as compared with 120,162, a decrease in the death-rate 
of 6,773, in the proportion of 24 per miUe. The total number of persons treated in the hospitals in 
1917 was 98,184, of whom 8,734 died. The numbers for 1916 were 93,158 patients, with a mortality 
of 8,836. At dispensaries 1,210,380 persons were treated, who paid 1,832,733 visits in 1917, as against 
R469,573 persons, who paid 2,212,620 visits in 1916.

o 4. 'With regard to the causation of deaths, the following table shows the same, registered under.' 
the several classes of disease, for the year under review :—
I. —̂General diseases—

(a) Epidemic diseases .. 5,485
(Jb) Septic diseases 158
(c) Tuberculosis diseases .. 4,112
(d) Venereal diseases .. 185
(e) Cancer or malignant diseases .. 421
i f  ) Other general diseases . .  10,475.

II. —^Diseases of the nervous systekn and
organs of special sense .. 14,972

III. —Diseases of the circulatory system ..  981
IV. —^Diseases of the respiratory system . .  9,267
V. —^Diseases of the digestive system ..  18,828

VI. —^Non-venereal diseases of genito-urinary
system and annexa

VII. —The puerperal state..
VIII. —Diseases of the skin and cellular

tissues
IX. —Diseases of bohes and Organs of

locomotion
X. —Malformations
XI. —Diseases of early infancy
XII. —Old age
XIII. —^Affections produced by external

causes
XIV. —Dl-deflned diseases

823
3,762

10,038

16
. ,D0. 
■7,528 
3,869

2,347
20,112

6. The more notable causes of death were the following diseases
Infantile cdhvulsions . .  12,916 Dropsy 2,586
Diarrhoea . . 10,174 Puerperal septicsemia 1,839
Pneumonia 5,005 Malaria . . 841
Rickets 4,870 Enteric fever 417
Phthisis . . 3,768 Tetanus . . 344
Anæmia. . . 3,706 Rabies . . . 60
Dysentery 3,059 Deaths attributed to pyrexia of unknown
Intestinal parasites . . 2,972 origin . . 15,022
Anchylostomiasis and its sequelæ 2,639 ■%

6. Deaths due to Preventable Diseases, i.e., to diseases due to faiilty sanitary conditions, over­
crowding, son infection, defective or infected water supplies, &c., amounted to 32,106. This figure 
does not include infantile diarrhoea or infantile convulsions, though it is probable that a large number 
of deaths from infantile convulsions are due to malarial infection, and a large number oL cases of 
infanfile diarrhoea to improper dieting, defective sanitary surrmmdings, and neglect.

7. Infantile Mortality.— T̂he infantile mortality in the 33 principal towns during the year was 
a t the rate of 233 per 1,000, as compared with 227 per 1,000 in the previous year and 237 per 1,000 in 
the penultimate year. 12,916 deaths from infantile convulsions were registered during the year, and 
from infantile diarrhoea 1,143. During 1917 22 midwives were trained at the De Soysa Lying-in Home, 
Colombo. The number so trained since September 1, 1909, was 184. Midwives have been appointed 
to sixteen Government hospitals in large centres to try  and decrease the infant mortality.

8. VUal Statistics on Estates.—The mean birth-rate on estates was 34' 4 per 1,000 and the death-
rate 36*4. The »mean birth-rate during 1916 was 32’5 per 1,000, and the mean death-rate 35‘6 per
1,000. The principal causes of death were :— *

Debility 3,848 Infantile convulsions 1,573
Diarrhoea 2,301 Dropsy 258
Anchylostomiasis 2,072 Phtldsis 258
Pneumonia 1,907 Anæmia 89
Dysentery 1,774 Other diseases .. 5,018

9(iv)18
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9. iHaZana.-^-The table given below shows the number of cases of malaria treated in medical 
institutions of the several Provinces during the year. The incidence of the disease in any Province 
cannot be estimated from these figures, as in the more remote districts and in districts wheje the popula­
tion is scattered patients may not resort to medical institutions for treatment. To meet this ^n issue 
of quinine is made tp Government Agents and others for free distribution, both as a prophylactic and 
for remedial purposes before and during the periodical outbreaks. The amount of quinine distributed 
for these purposes during the year was 98 lb. in powder and 40 bottles of 100 pulverettes in each, as 
compared with 261| lb. in powder and 24 bottles of 100 pulverettes in each in the previous year. 
The-increased cost and greater difficulty in obtaining the drug, owing to war conditions, continued 
to be fe lt:—

Table showing the Number of Cases of Malaria treated in. Medical Institutions during 1917.
Province. 'In Hospitals, A t D ispen­

saries. Province. In  H ospitals. A t Dispen-'* 
saries.

W estern  P ro v in ce . .  2 ,4 2 9  . . 53 ,775 N o rth -W estern  P ro v in ce  . . 414 . . 60,181
C entral P ro v in ce . : 773  . . 31 ,987 N orth -C en tra l P ro v in ce 167 . . 17^ 01
Southern P r o v in c e . .  370  . . 32 ,967 P r o v in c e  o f U v a  . , 748 . . 12^ 81
N orthern  P ro v in ce . .  1 ,065  . . 40 ,959 P rovin ce- o f Sabaragam uw a 860 . . 30 ,703
E a stern  P ro v in ce 134 . . 61 ,114

The total number treated for malaria in 1917 was 6,960 a t hospitals and 341,768 at dispensaries, 
totsbl of 348,728, against 682,919 cases in 1916, of whom 12)&18 were treated in hospitals and 

• 670,301 at dispensaries. There was very little epidemic malaria during the year, which accounts for 
the very large decrease in the numbers treated compared with the previous year.

10. Plague.—A report on the incidence of plague within the Municipality of Colombo will doubt­
less be furnished by the Medical Officer of Health of that corporation. There were 77 cases treated af 
the Infectious Diseases Hospital, Kanatta, Colombo, 58 of which proved fatal, as compared with 88 
cases with 64 deaths in 1916. 63 cases were of the bubonic type and 14 septicaemic, all of the latter 
proving fatal, while 19 of the bubonic type recovered. Five cases—all fatal—occurred a t Beruwala, a 
townsMp on the west coast, about 35 miles south of Colombo, largely inhabited by Moors. AH these 
cases were presumably directly infected in Colombo. Two cases occurred in the Central Province : one 
in Kandy and one in Nawalapitiya. Here, again, the infection was from Colombo. Plague did not 
occur in any of the other Provinces of the Island during the year under review. .

11. Cholera.—I t is satisfactory to report that no case of cholera was admitted to the Infectious
Diseases Hospital, Colombo, in 1917, thus comparing favourably with the previous year, wljen 42 ca^s 
were treated. No cholera occurred in the Provinces. ,

12. Smallpox.— 166 cases of this disease, with a mortality of 13, occurred in the Island during 
1917 ,as compared with 78 cases with 12 deaths in 1916, and 451 cases with 108 deaths in the year previous ; 
of the 105 cases in the year under review, 5 were treated a t  the Infectious Diseases Hospital, 4 of which 
were landed from vessels in the harbour. One case only was indigenous, the source of infection not being 
evident. 98 cases with 11 deaths occurred in the Northern Province, which, since the re-opening of small 
coastal ports and roadsteads to native craft from South India, is more exposed to infection than other 
parts of the Island, especially in view of the difficulty or impossibility of maintaining the Strict quarantine 
vigilance adopted in the larger porta of the Island. Six separate outbreaks were due to infection 
dirisctly imported from South India during the year : 2 a t Kankesanturai, 1 a t Valluvedditturai, 1 at 
Sandilippai, 1 a t Pallai, and 1 a t Kayts. I t  would appear th a t the existing precautions are inadequate to 
prevent the importation of this disease to the northern parts of the Island, though it is nSt easy to see 
what measures can be adopted that would not press with undue severity upon the traffic and commerce 
between Ceylon and the Indian coast.

13. Vaccination.—^The total nttmber of primary vaccinations performed during the year was 
125,455. Of these, 116,294 were successful, 1,956 unsuccessful, and the results not ascertainable in 7,205 
cases. I t  is satisfactory to report tha t 98’48 per cent, of aU primary vaccinations were successful. ' The 
staff of the Vaccination Department Consists of 9 Inspectors of Vaccination, one for each Province, 
138 vaccinators, including 6 female vaccinators, besides the medical officers in charge of districts and 
medical institutions. The Provincial Surgeons of each Province are Superintendents of Vaccination 
for their Provinces.

14. The Government Vaccine Hetabtishment has worked most satisfactorily during the year, 
^eed lymph, as in previous years, was obtained from the Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine, London, 
and i-he King Institute, Madras, white certain amount was also prepared a t the local institute. 350 
calves were hired from a contractor for inoculation. 135,537 tubes of calf lymph were issued for use 
during the year, and an ample surplus stored in bulk aS a reserve supply. The lymph used is glycerinated 
calf lymph, and is issued for use either ih glass capillary tubes or in metal collapsible tubes to stations 
where the daily consumption is large. The large percentage of successful primary vaccinations J98‘48 
per cent.) is evidence of the efficiency of this institution.

15. Enteric Ì'eter.—^The case incidence of this disease during 1917 was 518 with a mortality of 
93, as compared with 59.3 cases and 4 mortality of 162 in the year before. These figures, however, 
apply only to cases fegistered in the Government hospitals, and do not give any fair index of the actual 
prevalence of the disease in towns and rural districts generally. Anpther factor which obscures the 
statistics of this disease is the error of diagnosis not uncommon among practitioners of native medicine, 
who treat a considerable number of cases of “ fever ” without much discrimination as to type or causative 
agents. The following table wiU serve to show the case incidence and mortality in the nine- Provinces.

P rovince. Cases. D eaths. Province. Cases. D eaths.
W estern  P r o v in c e . .  275 . .  54 N o rth -W estern  Pro-vince . . 10 4
C entral P r o v in c e . .  89 . .  10 N orth -C en tra l Pro-vince — . —
S o u th ern  Pro-vince . .  91 . .  11 Pro-vince o f U v a 9 4
N o rth ern  P ro v in ce . .  10 2 P r o v in c e  o f Sabaragam uw a 23 . . 7
E a stern  P r o v in c e . .  H 1
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16. Dysentery.-^The number of cases of this disease treated in Government hospitals in 1917 
was 2,883 with 620 deaths and the number treated in dispensaries was 14,276, as compared with 3,773 cases 
with 809 death® in hospitals and 16,143 at dispensaries in 1916. I t  is to be hoped that the introduction 
of latrkie accommodatioh on estates during the year will result in a reduction in the epidemics of this 
disease hitherto of common occurrence. This disease and many of the acute and chronic diarrhœas 
result from defective sanitation in and around dwellings, pollution of water supply and insect conveyance 
being important factors in its spread.

17. D&prosy.—There are two leper asylums in the Island : one a t Hendala, to the north of Colombo ; 
and the other a t K^lmunai, in the Eastern Province. At the Hendala asylum there remained a t the 
end of 1916 419 inmates, 335 of whom were males and 84 females, 99 males and 13 females were admitted 
during the year, making a total of 531 inmates for the year 1917. Of these, 24 were discharged and 
78 died ; with regard to those discharged, 18 absconded, 7 of whom were subsequently arrested and 
again interned, 3 were granted home isolation, and 3 were found to be free from manifestation of 
the disease. As far as the admissions to the leper asylums indicate, the disease appears to be more 
prevalent in the maritime districts than in the interior of the Island, for of the 99 admissions' in 1917, 
73 were from the Western Province, 9 from the Southern, and 17 from all the other Provinces, excluding 
the Eastern. This may, however, be the result of the greater vigilance exercised by the Municipalities, 
Police, and village headmen in the Western Province. Home isolation (sanctioned where housing 
conditions are approved) was allowed in 10 cases in the Western Province during thé year, and in 6 
cases in aU the other Provinces collectively. There were 49 inmates in the Kalmunai asylum in 1917. 
Accommodation being insufficient for requirements of the Eastern Province, a new ward with 30 beds 
was completed during the year, and this when equipped will go fa:  ̂towards providing for a number of 
lepers now not segregated.

18. Aiichylostomiasis.—The total number of cases of this disease treated in the Ceylon 
Government hospitals during the year was 8,617, as compared with a  total of 14,881 during 1916. The 
total number treated a t dispensaries was 10,447, against 7,471 in 1916. The mortality rate in hospitals 
was 17 per cent. Besides these cases, a large number was treated by Government medical officers on 
estates, and a considerable number was treated by estate dispensers. The disease appears to be most 
p réva lu t in the Central Province, and, though most common among the estate coolies, has spread to a 
considerable extent to villages.

The activities of the Anti-Anchylostomiasis Directors of the Rockefeller International Health 
Foundation continued during the year in the Matale District. Over 10,000 coolies were treated on the 
intensive pkin ; however, the fact that about three times tha t number of persons living in the neighbour­
hood of estates have not been subjected to treatment must inevitably result in a certain degree of 
re-infection. Considerable progress has been made in sanitation, both on estates and in viUageSi 
and the ultimate outlook is good. Campaigns against the disease were also completed in the Dikoya 
and Bogawantalawa districts during the year, and very satisfactory progress can be claimed, notwith­
standing certain discouraging incidents and temporary sets-baok, due to ignorance and prejudice on 
the part of the coolies, and sometimes to malicious, organized, active, or passive opposition on the part 
of designing persons. I t  is satisfactory, however, to report that patience, tact, and persuasion, with 
an infrequent resort to legal assistance on 'occasion, has to some extent succeeded in overcoming local 
opposition, mostly due to perverted ideas on the part of prejudiced leaders. In addition to the officers 
of the Health Board engaged in the campaign, two Ceylonese médical men from the Medical Department, 
Drs. Keyt and Gunasekera, have been appointed Directors of Campaigns. The outlook will progressively 
improve, it ® hoped, with time, when, as the result of lessened soil pollution and règular and systematic 
treatment, aided by the active co-operation of planters and labourers, the difficulties now met with have 
become a  thing of the past.

19. Diphtheria.—^This disease is uncommon in the Island. During the year under review 
13 cases, m th 6 deaths, were registered in the hospitals.

20. Parangi (Frambœsia, or Yaws).—The total number of oases of this disease treated in Govern­
ment medical institutions during 1917 was 46,032. Of these, 5,361 were treated in hospitals and 40,671 
in dispensaries, the figures in 1916 being 51,105, of which 9,097 were hospital cases and 42,008 dispensary 
cases. Of these, 853 were treated with specific remedial preparation as substitute for salvarsan, tL©- ' 
following being those made use of ; KharSivan, arsenious iodide, arseno-benzol, or modification and 
combinations of these. The administration of these remedies or combinations and modifications of 
the same were satisfactorily reported upon by Dr. R. L. Spittel of the General Hospital and officers in 
charge of district hospitals. *

21. Cancer and Sarcoma.—The number of cases of these diseases treated in the hospitals of the 
Island in 1917 was 474, the mortality from the disease being 86. The figures for the previous year were 
412 hospital cases, with a mortality of 34^ I t  may be observed that the hospital and dispensary statistics 
of thqse diseases in Ceylon afford unsatisfactory data as to the prevalence of thè disease, as the dread 
of operative procedure deters many sufferers from seeking medical assistance, and those that do seek such 
assistance have frequently allowed the disease to progress to such an advanced stage as renders their 
cases inoperable. Labial and buccal epitheleoma is a common form of the disease, and is probably much 
induced by inveterate betel chewing. 226 cases of mahgnant disease wçre admitted to the General 
Hospital, Colombo, during the year, among which were 41 deaths. As in the year previous, no case of 
mahgnant tumour was registered in the North-Central Province. Presumably a considerable number of 
those admitted to the General Hospital, Colombo, were cases from Provinces other than the W estern, 
and some from remote districts.

22. tuberculosis of the Ining {Phthisis).—̂ h e  hospital records of thfe disease during the year 
show a total of 1,862 cases treated, with 569 deaths, compared with a total of 1,580 cases and 572 
deaths in 1916. Overcrowding, defective sanitation, ignorance, and neglect in the matter of ventilation 
are the chief predisposing causes of this scourge. Only cases in the more advanced stage seek 
hospital or dispensary aid, and in such cases, where the reparative powers of the patient have Been 
much undermined, little or nothing can be done beyond the relief of urgent symptoms. I t  was the 
appreciation of these facts and the inception of the King Edward VII.. Anti-Tuberculosis Fund that
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has resulted in the establishment of an up-to-date, fully equipped Anti-Tuberculosis Institute in Colombo, 
a Tuberculosis Hospital a t Ragama for the graver and more chronic cases among, the poorer classes, 
and a sanatorium for the hygienic and open'-air treatment of early and incipient cases a t Ka^jdana. These 
institutions will be more fully dealt with under the heading of “ Hospitals, Asylums, and Dispensaries.”

23. Port Health Precautions.'—1,802 steamers and 331 native coasting vessels arrived at the 
port of Colombo during the year under review, as compared with 2,458 steamers and 317 native vessels 
in 1916, 9,409 Asiatic passengers f̂ rom India were landed, of whom 946 were immigrant labourers, 
the previous year’s figures being 30,601 Indian passengers, of whom 8,229 were coolies. Eight vessels 
were placed in strict quarantine. Five cases of smallpox, 4 cases of chickenpox, 9 cases of measles, 
and 1 case of plague were landed and sent to the Infectious Diseases Hospital. A vessel, ss. “ Atlantique ” 
(French), infected with cérébro-spinal fever (spotted fever), arrived in October, and 11 suspects sent 
to the lufectious Diseases Hospital, while 776 Annamites in charge of 9 French officers were segregated 
at ,Ragama for observation and pending disinfection of the vessel. 113,884 persons were disinfected, 
comprising passengers, Cârgo coolies, coal coolies, and tally clerks. 245 persons were vaccinated.

•
Section III .—Meteorological Conditions .

24. The rainfall for the year was heaviest on the north-east and the south-west slopes of the 
hills, being specially heavy in the district east of Matale and in the Nitre Cave district, and in the south­
west monsoon to the north of Ratnapura and the Ambegamuwa district. An excess over normal was 
experienced practically throughout the east, and a deficit to the south-west and the north. The weather 
conditions for the year were, on the whole, somewhat unbalanced, and resulted in spells of unseasonable 
weather, but no great extremes were experienced. The mean shade temperature for the Island was 
in most months below normal, and in no month was it above normal a t more than two-thirds of the 
stations. Usually heavy rain set in towards the end of September, and caused extensive flooding tcf 
the south-west of the Island.

Section IV.—The  Sanitar y  Branch oe the M edical D epartm ent .
25. This branch consists of a Senior Sanitary Officer (Dr. K. McGahey), one Acting Junior 

Sanitary Officer, two Assistant Sanitary Officers, and fifty-two Sanitary Inspectors, in additipn to a 
Sanitary Engineer, with four surveying cooHes, an Acting Sanitary Superintendent, and nine coohes 
for disinfection, rat-catching, &c. Besides the Sanitary Inspectors above enumerated, there are 57 
Sanitary Inspectors employed and paid by Local and Sanitary Boards. The following is a summary 
of the work done by the Sanitary Branch of this Department during the year 1917, as reported by tlîe 
Senior Sanitary Officer. 175,366 premises were inspected during the year, of which 23,702 were found 
insanitary. 2,416 actual mosquito-breeding places were discovered and dealt with. There were 839, 
prosecutions, with 795 convictions, in respect of breaches of sanitary rules and regulations, the fines 
amounting to Rs. 6,911 ‘61. Prosecutions are sanctioned only after inspection by the Sanitary Officers, 
Government Agents, or Assistant Government Agents.

26. Aeia or re-constructed Buildings.—2,168 applications were dealt with, and permits granted 
in the Board towns of the Western Province.

27. Infectious Diseases.— T̂he following infectious diseases were reported and prophylaxis carried 
out Dysentery 240> measles 745, chickenpox 1,013, enteric fever 268, continued fever 25, and 225 
cases of plague occurred in the Island, of which 23 were outside Colombo Municipal limits, 22 being in 
the Western Province and 1 a t Kandy. There is no evidence to  point to any endemic iglague centre 
or rat epizootic existing outside of Colombo. With one exception, the source of infection of all 
these cases could be traced to Colombo. Accurate information regarding the movements of patients 
previous to illness is most difficult to obtain, usually through fear of the preventative measures 
which ensue.

In the Western Province (extra Colombo) 4,531 rats were caught during the year, 1,149 were 
examined bacteriologically, and 1 was found positive for plague. This rat was caught a t BeruWala 
on May 24 ; 6 cases of plague occurred there in May, the first one being reported on May 15. There 
are two possible sources of the ra t infection in this instance ; one from Colombo ; the other from 
Negapatam, through the open port of Beruwala, with which it has direct communication by sea, but 
through which channel the infection gained; entrance is not evident.

Thirty-seven anti-typhoid inoculations were given, but the Senior Sanitary Officer found it very 
difficult to induce contacts to submit to this treatment, and patients am ount the poorer classes could 
mrely be induced to go to hospital, Where the spread of the disease could be more readily controlled.

28. Sanitary Conveniences.—Public latrines of an approved type were constructed a t Government 
expense in the Sanitary Board towns of Kochchikade, Henaratgoda, and Mirigama. The Local Boards 
of Minuwangoda, Moratuwa, Kalutara, and Negombo have been most energetic, and made considerable 
progress in the installation of latrines for the inhabitants. In  the Colombo District 4,791 and. in the 
Kalutara District over 9,000 neW private latrines were constructed in the rural areas. These results are 
principally due to the great assistance given by Mr. C. V. Brayne and the present Assistant Government 
Agent, Colombo.

In the Matale District 2,424 latrines were installed in the. villages in connection with the 
anti-hookworm campaign, as compared with’ 163 for the year 1916. These figures represent only 
intensive efforts ; progress in this respect is also being made in other Provinces, but numbers are not yet 
available. The sanitation of schools is receiving attention, and in the Matale District all those schools 
in the territories being treated for hookwOrm disease have been provided with sanitary conveniences 
a t Government expense.  ̂ •

29. Hookworm D%ease.—^Microscopical surveys were carried out a t Bayigama and Gorakapola 
villages ; 90 per cent, were positive for hookworm. At Medapola mines in Ingiriya 500 labourers were 
examined, and 95 per cent, were found infected. At Cotta Church Missionary Society school 400 children 
were examined ; all were infected. At Maggona Reformatory, where boys from all parts of the Island 
are admitted, 471 were examined ; all were infected. These were treated and re-examined, when all 
but 11 were found cured. Infection did not occur at the home, as it is well sanitated.
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In  Rayigama village, containing 478 houses, latrines were installed for each of them, where hitherto 
none had existed, and arrangements were made for the treatment of the infected, but the staff had to he 
withdrawn a f |^  three days’ work, owing to the aggressive attitude of the people brought about by the 
ch'cula^on of false rumours.

Specimens were collected in two isolated Sinhalese villages in the North-Ceiitral Province and 
microscopically examined, when 70 per cent, were formd to be infected with hookworm. Twenty-one 
lantern lectures on sanitation were delivered during the year, and were largely attended.

30. Town Planning.—Surveys and improvement schemes were carried out at Henaratgoda, 
Padukka, Pehyandara, Kelaniya, Kandana,, Homagama, Kochchikade, Nugegoda, Ja-ela, and 
Diwwlapitiya.

Inspections of the principal towns in the Island were made by me during the course of the year, 
and recommendations for their improvement sent to the respective Chairmen.

,  Section V.—Gbneeal Sanitaey  Condition oe Chief Towns.
31. Colombo.—Areport and commentary on the vitalstatistics and sanitary conditions of Colombo 

win be furnished by the health authorities of the city. The medical institutions under my departmental 
administration in Colombo consist of (1) the-General Hospital, (2) Ceylon Medical College, (3) De Soysa 
L3ung-in Home, (4) Victoria Memorial Eye Hospital and Grenier Ear .and Throat Infirmary, (5) 
Colombo Lunatic Asylum, (6) Lady Havelock Hospital for Women, (7) Lady Ridgeway Memorial Hospital 
for Children, (8) Borella Convict Hospital, (9) Infectious Diseases Hospital, (10) Police Hospital, (11) 
Bacteriological Institute, (12) Civil Medical Stores, (13) Branch Hospital for Women, (14) Leper Asjdum 
at Hendala, and (15) Anti-Tubereidosis Institute, and two jail hospitals. There are out-patient dispensaries 
'b.t (1) BoreUa (for women), (2) Urugodawatta, Grandpass, (3) Mutwal, and (4) the Out-patient Department 
of the General Hospital. The total number of patients treated in aU the Colombo hospitals was 22,518 
for the year, and the total number of out-patients was 64,865, exclusive of inmates in the Lunatic and 
Leper Asylums.

32. Kandy.—The sanitary condition of this tbwn is satisfactorily controlled by the Municipality. 
The mgdical institutions consist of (1) the Civil Hospital, including the Eye Infirmary, with 200 beds,
(2) the Jan  Hospital, and (3) the Outdoor Dispensary.

33. Galle.—The sanitary condition of this town has not progressed towards improvement during 
the year. Shortage of funds in the Mimicipality has delayed or checked improvements in drainage, 
water supply, and other sanitary recLuirements. The hospitalis provided with 104 beds.

• 34. Jaffna.—The sanitary condition of this town as regards drainage, witter supply, and disposal
of excreta leaves much to be desired. Soil pollution is general, though public latrines are provided. 
Under present conditions funds do not appear to be available for sanitary improvements. There is 
hospital accommodation for 102 beds. Paying wards are in the course of construction.

35. Batticaloa.—There has been an improvement in the water supply of this town by the laying 
down of a pipe system. Drainage remains unsatisfactory. The disposal of excreta has improved, where 
the dry-earth system has been adopted, but this is by no means universal in the town, where there is 
much soil pollution. There are 50 beds in the hospital. Nurses’ quarters have been built.

36. Anuradhapura.—The sanitary condition of this town show progressive improvement. The 
water supply is defective as to quality, but sufficient in quantity, except in exceptionally dry weather. 
Scavenging, ^c ., is effectively done, and di'ainage has improved. The hospital has 82 beds.

37. Kurunegala.—^The sanitation of this town shows amelioration. Ihainage has improved, 
scavenging and the disposal of excreta are satisfactorily effected, but the water supply remains defective. 
The hospital accommodation is for 170 patients.

38. ^Badulla has a wholesome and abundant water supply, is comparatively well drained, and 
systematic efforts are exercised to check malaria. The scavenging, &c., is satisfactory. There are 15 Q 
beds in the hospital.

39. Eatnapura.—The public water supply from pipes is insufficient, and is supplemented by wells. 
Drainage is defective, and there is much overcrowding. Scavenging and the disposal of excreta are 
properly attended to. The district hospital has 96 beds.

Section VI.-—General.
40. Administration: Hospitals, Asylums, and Dispensaries.—^Besides the Lunatic Asylum, 

Colombo, and the Leper Asylum, Hendala, which are capable of accommodating respectively 514 and 406' 
patients, there existed in 1917 84 Government-hospitals -with accommodation varying from 12 to 665 beds. 
These hospitals are well equipped with modem conveniences and apphance, and officered by qualified 
medical men-, the larger ones having also a trained staff of nurses. New hospitals were opened during the 
year a t Pimbura in 'Western Province and at Kahawatta and Kitulgala in the Province of Sabaragamuwa. 
In addition to these hospitals, there are 441 central and branch dfispensaries. A new building for the 
Chilaw hospital was completed during the year. New buildings were also completed for dispensaries 
a t Watawala, Morawaka, Irakkamam, and Kurunegala. The following buildings were in progress but 
not completed on December 31, 1917 : Hospital in Agrg.patana ; Leper Asylum, Batticaloa; Alut- 
nuwara hospital ; Lunugala hospital (rebuilding) ; Aranayaka hospital ; Infectious Diseases Ho.spital, 
Ratnapura ; Kandana Hospital for Consumptives. Mapy other improvements and additions to 
hospitals an<  ̂dispensaries were effected during the year.

41. The General Hospital, Colombo.—This is the largest medical institution in the Colony, and is 
divided into two sections : the paying section and the non-paying section. The Medical Superintendent 
submits the following report for the year 1917 :—

On December 31, 1916, there were left 630 patients in hospital, 35 in the pa5hng section and 595 in the 
pauper section. During 1917 the total number of admissions was 12,950 ; of these, 814 were admitted to the 
paying wards and 12,136 to the pauper wards. Of the 849 imder treatment in the paying wards, 779 were
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discharged, 35 died, and 35 remained on December 31, 1917. Of the 12,731 under treatment in the pauper 
wards, 11,830 were discharged, 1,256 died, and 645 remained on. December 31, 1917.

The average daily sick in hospital was 41'30 in the paying wards and 670'49 in the painper wards.
The maximum and minimum number of patients in  hospital on any one day during the period under 

review in the paying and pauper sections respectively was as under ;—
P ç tu p e r  S e c t i o n  :—Maximifm, 696 on October 18, 1917 ; minimum, 578 on February 21, 1917.
P a y i n g  S e c t i o n  ;—Maximum, 53 on February 23, 1917 ; minimum, 33 on February 1, 1917.
Of the 12,136 adniitted in 1917 to the pauper wards, 4,535 were surgical cases and 7,601 were 

medical cases.
The number of surgical operations during 1917 was 2,322, exclusive of 86 minor operations in the 

' Out-patient Department. Of the 2,322 operations, 2,099 were in the pauper section operating theatite and 
223 ip, the paying section operating theatre.

As regards particular diseases, the following table shows their comparative prevalence and mortality 
for 1916 and 1917, as shown by hospital admissions ;—

P u l m o n a r y  P h t h i s i s .A c u t e  P n e u m o n i a . 

1916: 357 cases, with 177 deaths. 
1917 : 358 cases, with 136 deaths.

A n c h y l o s t o m i a s i s .  

1916; 360 cases, with 49 deaths. 
1917: 408 cases, with 55 deaths.

D y s e n te r y .

1916: 268 cases, with 45 deaths. 
1917: 222 cases, with 29 deaths.

E n te r iO  F e v e r .

1916; 261 cases, with 83 deaths. 
1917: 174 cases, with 42 deaths.

1916 : 581 cases, with 276 deaths.
1917 : 319 cases, wnth 178 deaths.

M a l a r i a .

1916 : 977 cases, with 11 deaths.
1917 : 764 cases, with 15 deaths.

E n t e r i t i s  a n d  D ia r r h o e a .

1916 : 425 cases, with 156 deaths.
1917 : 409 cases, with 112 deaths.

A p p e n d i c i t i s .

1916 : 117 cases, with 4 deaths.
1917 : 144 cases, with 4 deaths.

A d d i t i o n s ,  A l t e r a t io n s ,  a n d  I m p r o v e m e n t s  t a  e x i s t i n g  B u i l d d n g s .—Dufing'1917 the other half of the pauper 
section wards were provided ¡ r i t h  water-closets in connection with the town sewers. The year was m^orable 
for the fact that a start was made on the new quarters for the Religious Sisters, the want of which has long 
been, felt. (The new paying ward block, the gift of the Hon. Mr. W. H. Figg, was nearly completed in 1917, 
and gpod progress made with the new operating theatre in connection with the paying ward.

Owing to the generosity of G. Sanmugam, Esq., J.P., a complete new X ’ray outfit was in^alled undSr 
the supervision of an Electrical Engineer from England, and has proved of great service. Some 300 cases 
were photographed, and others examined with the screen.

E x p e n d i t u r e  a n d  R e c e ip t s .—The receipts from patients in the paying section were Rs. 61,831'02, and 
the expenditure was Rs. 33,003 • 16. The receipts on behalf of certain patients in the pauper section were 
Rs. 5,238‘70, and the expenditure Rs._ 98,277'58. The expenditure in both sections covers the cost of diets, 
fuel, hght, and equipment, and the salaries of attendants and servants, but does not include the salaries of the 
medical and nursing staff, nor the cost of drugs and dressings. ^

A c c o m m o d a t io n .— F o v  several years past certain wards for certain classes of cases in the pauper section 
have been overcrowded during the greater part of the year. As there-are no poor-houses in this country, 
a large number Of aged and infirm cases have to be kept for lengthy periods in our convalescent wards, and 
this prevents, the transfer of casts to these wards from the acute wards. .Provision will have to be made to 
house these aged and infirm cases elsewhere, or we shall have to increase our accommodation. Occasionally 
cases have to be refused admission or delayed when seeking admission to the paying wards, but Vhen circum" 
stances permit of the opening of the new ward now approaching completion, the accommodation for paying 
patients should suffice for several years to come.

42. th e  Colombo Lunatic Asylum.—Dr. L. D. Parsons resumed charge of 'this institution on 
February 5,1917, relieving Dr. Lucius NichoUs, who had acted for him while on leave. The institution 
is divided into the Asylum proper for lunatics,' and the House of Observation for persons r^ a n d e d  for 
observation pending committal or release by the Judicial authorities. As regards the Lunatic Asylum, 
the year opened with 607 males and 336 females, being an increase of 48 males and a decrease of 2 females 
compared with the corresponding period of last year. In  other words, there were 897 patients in the 
Asylum on January 1,1916, compared with 943 on January 1,* 1917, the increase being 46 patients.

During 1917 there were 260 males and 105 females admitted, being 25 more males and 11 less 
females than were admitted during 1916. The total number treated in 1917 is thus 867 males and 441 
females, or in aU 1,308 patients, compared with a total of 1,248 treated in 1916, being an increase of 60 in 
all (73 males, less 13 females.)

During the year 133 males and 51 females were discharged, compared with 135 males and 79 
females discharged in 1916. There were thus 2 males and 28 females, or 30 patients in all, less discharged 
this year than last year, but it must be borne in mind that the number discharged in 1916 was 49 in 
excess of those discharged the previous year. •

There were 115 deaths during the year, 72 males and 43 females, compared with 52 males and 39 
females for the previous year. The assigned causes are set out in the table attached.

The daily average number resident in the Asylum was 654‘ 61 males and 342' 62 females. The 
largest number present on any one day.in the Asylum, viz., on October 6, 1917, was 656 males and 350 
females, total 1,006, and the smallest number resident was on January 31, 1917, 600 males and 335 
females.

With regard to the House of Observation, the year opened with 18 males and 5 females, or 23 in 
• aU, being 7 more males and 1 female less than in 1916. During the year 288 cases of males and 90 of 

females were admitted iw  observation, being 22 more males and 10 less females than ih*1916. These 
378 cases were distribute* among 257 male persons and 82 female persons. As the same person may be 
admitted more than once, there are obviously more cases than there are persons under observation.

The total number under observation was 306 males (275 persons) and 95 females (87 persons), or 
401 cases. Of these 401 cases, 161 males and 63 females Were transferred to the Asylum, 123 males and 
24 females were discharged, 7 males and 2 females died, leaving 15 males and 6 females stiU in the House 
of Observation at the close of the year.
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Tiie average number resident in the House of Observation was 18' 01 males and 7 females, or 25- 01 
in all, compared with 23' 03 males and 8* 33 females, or 31‘ 36 for the previous year. The highest number 
on any single ̂ g,y was 41 on June 28, 1917, and the lowest 16 on March 24, 1917. ,

The figures for the Asylum and the House of Observation together are as follows :—
Males. Females. Total.

Remained on December 31, 1916 625 341 966
Admitted during 1917 517 187 . 704

, Total treated 1,142 528 , 1,670

Discharged 386 130 516
Deaths 79 45 124
Remaining 677 363 1,030

Number
treated. Deaths.. Number

—treated. Deaths.

5 2 9 . . .  2
— — 88 64
77 58 42 20

7 2 5 2
606 — 1,251 6
157 1 1 —

22 — 124 . .  —

5 2 — —

5 — 31 . .  —

58 — 89 3

I'he largest number simultaneously resident was 1,033 on December 25, 1917, and the lowest 964 
on January 29,1917, for both institutions together, compared with 982 and 910 respectively for last year. 
The daily average for both institutions together was 672' 61 males and 349' 62 females, or a total of 
1,022‘ 23, being an increase of 72' 29 in the daily average of males and a decrease of 3‘ 15 in the daily 
average of females. The total increase in the daily average is thus 69' 14.

A large amount of useful work was done by the inmates of the Asylum, the males being employed 
in carpentry, manufacture of string rugs and mats from coir, repairs to furniture, basket-makmg, rattan­
ning of cots and chairs, &c.; and the females, besides engaging in the coir industries, employed their time 
in sewing and tailoring work for the General Hospital, the Eye Hospital, the Lady Havelock Hospital, 
«.nd also contributed their handiwork to the Queen Mary’s Needlework Guild. Great credit is due to 
the matron for her supervision of the needlework. The foundations for the new asylum at Angoda on 
the Colombo-AvissaWella road Were commenced during the year, and its completion is looked forward 
to, owing to the insufiiciency of accommodation in the present building.

43. The Infectious Diseases Hospital.—864 eases W0re treated in this hospital, with 67 deaths 
in 191']  ̂ as compared with 1,647 cases and Ó9 deaths in the year previous. Th© following table is 
instructive:—

. 1917. 1916.
Number 
treated.

• Smallpox 
• Cholera

Plague 
Diphtheria 
Chickenpox 
Measles 
Mumps 
Pneumonia 
Acute Diarrhoea 
Other Diseases

44. The Convict Hospitals and Jails.—There is bed accommodation for 213 patients in the Borella 
.Convict Hospital, for 8 patients at the Welikada Female Jail Hospital, and for 29 patients a t the 
Mahara JaüHospital. The daily average at the BoreUa Convict Hospital was 70’ 37.

45. The Police Hospital.—There is accommodation for 28 patients in this hospital. 964 patients 
were treated during the year.

46. The De Soysa Lying-in Home.—1,739 cases were treated in this institution during the year, as
against 1,487 in 1916. 58 patients died, the death-rate being 3'33. The causation of death was as
follows : 36 due to unavoidable accidents of childbirth, 8 to puerperal disease, and 14 to non-puerperal 
causes. 231 operations were performed at the institution. 1,365 children were born, 84 of whom did 
not survive. The institution continues to be useful for purposes of instruction to pupUs in midwifery, 
such usefulness, however, being restricted by insufficient accommodation for pupü midwives. I  am of 
opinion that the infant mortality of the Island, particularly on the estates, could be appreciably reduced 
if modem methods and precautions could be more generally adopted. A new building to accommodate 
an additional twenty-two pupils is in course of construction.

47. The Lady Havelock Hospital for Women and i^e Lady Ridgeway Bloch for OhMren.-—8fi8 
patients were treated in the Lady Havelock Hospital in 1917, as compared with 851 the previous year. 
The mortality was 7' 8 per cent. 233 of .the cases treated were for diseases peculiar to women. 268 
operations, mostly gynaecological, were performed'by the Lady Surgeon in charge.

. 757 children patients were treated in the Lady Ridgeway Block during the year, being 32 less 
than in 1916, the daüy average being 39' 90.- The mortality was 20’ 73. The Lady Surgeon in Charge 
of the hospital deplores the practice of bringing moribund infants to the hospital, which continues to be 
common. Additional accommodation for pupü nurses is being provided,

48. The Victoria Memorial Eye Hospital, and the Grenier Ear, Nose, and Throat Infirmary.—
were 947 admissions during 1917, of whom 47 were paying patients, as compared with 1,018 patients in 
the previous year. 12,583 patients made 33,850 visits to the Out-patient Department, or an average 
of about 3 visits per individual. 1,634 patients were treated in the Ear, Nose, and Throat section. 
412 Ophthali|;iic surgical operations were performed, 119 of which were for cataract. Increased waiting 
accommodation fbr out-patients continues to be a requirement. |

49. The King Edward VII. fuherculosis Institute, the Bagama Tuberculosis Hospital, and the 
Kandana Sanatorium for Consumptives.—^These institutions now provided for the medical treatment and 
cure of tuberculous patients. The Colombo institution under the care of an officer who has specialized 
in the disease is being increasingly patronized. 4,185 patients were seen during the year, of whom 1,664 
were new cases. Of these, 1,331 were cases of phthisis of-the lung; 290 w ^e sent for indoor treatment at
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Ragama. 427 doiiiiciliary visits by the Medical Officer, matron, and nurse of the institution were made 
during the year. 882 specimens of spspected sputa were bacteriologically examined, and 112 fluoroscopic 
examinations « ad e  for diagnostic purposes. 459 eases of more or less advanced tubercal<»sis of the lung 
were treated a t the Ragama hospital with a mortality of 100. •

50. Th& Kandana Anti-Tuberculosis Sanatorium was nearing completion towards the end of the 
year, and I  hope to open it shortly. This institution is the outcome of the benevolencaof the late Mr. A. E. 
de Silva, who gifted the funds necessary for the building and 40 acres of land. The site is an excellent one,  ̂
on high ground, with a  dry porous spU, on the Colombo-Jaela road, and near the railway station. The 
building consists of four wards with half walls, designed to accommodate fifty patients. There are 
suitable quarters for resident medical officers, nurses, and staff, with ample groimds for recreation, 
gardening, and open-air pursuits. I  am confident that the public-spirited donor has conferred a great 
and lasting benefit on the pepple of the country, and greatly deplore his untimely demise, which has 
denied him the satisfaction of seeing the completion of the good work.

51. The Victoria Home for Incurables.— 7̂0 cases remained at this institution a t the end^of 1916, 
and 19 were admitted during 1917, of whom 6 died, 10 were discharged, leaving 73 inmates a t the close of 
the year under review. Increased accommodation is urgently needed, but at present funds are not 
forthcoming.

52. The Bacteriological Institute, Colombo.—6,924 bacteriological examinations were made at this 
institution. The constructing and equipping of a Pasteur Institute in connection with it for the treatment 
of persons bitten by rabid dogs is being taken in hand.

53. The Ceylon Medical College.—^The following are the statistics of the Medical College :—
( 1 ) Number of Medical Students on December 31,

1916 . .  . .  . .  166
Number of Apothecary Students on Decem­

ber 31, 1916 . .  . .  64
( 2 ) Number of Medical Students admitted in 1917 45

Number of Apothecary Students admitted in
1917 . .  . .  . .  40

(3) Number of Medical Students passed in 1917 1-3
Number of Apothecary Students passed

in 1917 . .  ' . .  . .  14
(4) Number of Medical Students left in 1917 .. 22

Number of Apothecary Students left in
1917 . .  . .  . . 1 7

Revenue for 1917, Rs. 37,848; expenditure for 1917, Rs. 67,623. .
54. The CivilMedical Stores.—^The cost of drugs, chemicals, instruments, &c., includhig repairs ot 

the latter, amounted to Rs. 429,657* 86 during the year 1917, as compared with Rs. 427,923* 13J;he previóíis 
year. Transport cost Rs. 4,546* 86. Miscellaneous expenditure, inclusive of stationery, printed fojrms, 
binding, &c., Rs. 19,111* 54. A total of Rs. 5,817* 94 was recovered by the sale of drugs to estates, &;c., 
by the sale of unserviceable articles, or payment for articles lost or broken by officers of the Department, 
and by the sale of surgical instruments. 79,972 ounces of quinine were issued for use at a cost of 
.Rs. 116,220*92. During the year 69,016 ounces of the drug were purchased, costing Rs. 119,790*60. 
Rs. 14,489* 73 worth of dings were issued to Government Departments. Rs. 214,720* 07 was expended in 
the purchase and preparation of opium, Rs. 3,335* 56 being expenses incidental to the same. Rs. 6,652* 12 
was recovered by sale of opium preparations.

Section VII.— M̂edical A id  to I mmigkant Coolies.
55. The health precautions and medical care of immigrants commences on the Indian coast at 

Tataparai and Mhndapam, and continues in the medical inspection at Talaimannar and a f the Colombo 
'-Wharf Depot, and consists in internment of infectious cases, contacts, or suspects a t Tataparai, Talai­
mannar, or Ragama, and medical care of aU cases of illness. The different immigration dépôts are 
manned by officers of the Medical Department. The new Immigration Camp and Quarantine Depot at 
Mandapam was opened on May 1, 1917, replacing the temporary camp that had previously existed. A 
full description of this very efficiently officered and equipped quarantine station will doubtless be 
furm'shed by the Department responsible for its administration. Suffice it to say, that the medical and 
sanitary prdiisions are excellent. Water supply, sewage disposal, hôp ita l disinfection, and housing has

¿received careful attention, and ample provision has been made for aU requirements and contingencies, 
and for the safety and comfort of travelling immigrants.

56. Qovernment District Hospitals in  Planting Areas.—^There are 50 such hospitals, with accom­
modation for 4,047 patients, staffed by efficient and fully qualified medical officers, nurses, and attendants,

^ n d  equipped with modem requirements. Each such hospital has an out-patient dispensary attached. 
In addition to district hospitals, there are 74 Government district dispensaries in planting areas. The 
medical officers, besides attending to their hospitals and dispensaries, pay domiciliary visits to coolies 
in their lines when summoned by the superintendents of estates. '

57. Éstate (Rebate) Hospitals.— În addition to this Government medical aid for estate noolies, 
fifty-eight estate? have established hospitals for the better treatment, dieting, and medical care of the sick. 
Such hospitals entitle the estate to a rebate on export tax, in proportion to the efficiency of the medical 
and sanitary provision made. A sum of Es. 50,880 was refunded to estates during the year as rebate 
under the above system. I t  is satisfactory to report that progressive improvement is evident in many 
of these hospitals, some indeed having achieved a high degree of efficiency.

58. Estate Dispensaries.-^0 1  estate dispensaries received free grants of drugs from Government 
during the year, this being an increase- of 26 over the nuinber for the preceding year. The total cost of
this freé issue was Rs. 135,356 * 82. ••

59. A system of iiedical instruction, in the form of lectures, demonstrations, and practical clinical 
work at Government hospitals in the planting districts, was introduced during the year, i t  having been 
recognized that the medical training of a number of estate dispensers was defective. Thèse lectures, &c., 
were given by the District Medical Officers, and at the termination of the coutse a written and oral 
examination was held by the Provincial Surgeons. The written exapipation papers werè set by me. 
The number of candidates presented for instruction was 360. Of thésq, 281 presented themselves for
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examination ; 155 satisfied the examiners, and 126 failed to do so. Those who did not present themselves 
for instruction and examination will be called upon to do so a t a subseq^uent course of instruction, 
which those ̂ ^ o  failed wiU also be required to attend. My provisional approval of the employment of 
estate ̂ dispensers wül depend upon thèir possessing the required standard of medical knowledge, failing 
which I  shall be compelled to withdraw that approval.

60. Latrines.— Â rule under section 12 of Ordinance No. 10 of 1912 was promulgated by His 
Excellency the Governor in November, 1916, making it incumbent on every estate to provide latrine 
accommodation for aU employees within ohe year from the date. The type of such latrine was subject to 
my approval, one compartment being provided for every fifteen employees, two children being computed 
as cme adult. Type plans of latrines on the pit and the paü system were furnished by the Senior 
Sanitary Officer. I t.is  satisfactory to report that 1,156 estates have complied with the requirements; 
such estates as have failed to do so wUl be dealt with under the penalty clauses of the Ordinance, unless 
they show sufficient cause for an extension of time.

61. Sanitary Inspecticm of Estates.— T̂he systematic and methodical sanitary inspection of estates 
in the Western, Central, and Southern Provinces was commenced during the year, two specially selected 
senior officers of the Medical Department being delegated for these duties. A report on the vital 
statistics, site and construction of lines, drainage, water supply, scavenging, latrine accommodation, 
sanitary state of surroundings, and medical provisions, if any, is made by these officers through the 
Senior Sanitary Officer. The latter officer takes such action as may be indicated if the sanitary con­
ditions are defective. The reports of the Inspecting Medical Officers would serve to indicate that, while 
the cooly has no actual objection to the use of the latrines provided, there remains On many estates a 
tendency to revert to insanitary customs of the past. Nothing short of regular and systematic inspection

» of the surroundings of cooly lines by the superintendents or by persons appointed by him and the 
admonishment or punishment of offienders will check this tendency. I t is gratifying to note tha t among 
superintendents of estates there is a growing sense of responsibility as regards the health of their labour 
force. Greater knowledge of the preventabüity of a large amount of sickness and death among coolies 
is, I  trust, resulting in greater care. I t  is regrettable that on many estates, especially in the older districts, 
the present-day manager has to contend with an inheritance of ill-construeted lines on unsuitable sites, 
with defective drainage and faulty water supply, in addition to the soil pollution that has existed for 
many years past. The financial stringency resulting from war conditions and the paficity of assistants 
further hampers the efforts of managers in the direction of sanitary improvements.
, One of the Inspecting Officers (Dr. Bawa, to whom the estate inspection in the Western and 
Southern Provinces has been entrusted) reports that on second or subsequent visits paid to estates on 
wffich he originally foimd sanitary eonditions much neglected there was evidence of a marked and 
sustained effort to remedy evils previously indicated ; this shows that, despite the adverse times as 
regards assistance and economic conditions, planters are showing an encouraging interest in sanitary 
reform. I  am hopeful that the combined efforts of my Department and the .^ti-Anchylostomiasis 
Campaign, with the co-operation of estate managers and estate agencies, will eventually result in a 
substantial reduction in sickness and deaths due to preventable disease on estates.

62. Number of Estate Labourers treated in  Government Hospitals.—^Total number of days estate 
labourers stayed in hospital 311,573. Total number of births and deaths on estates was 9,822 and: 
5,101, respectively.

63. Inspection.— În addition to my periodical tours of inspection of Government medical establish­
ments, every hospital and dispensary is visited and reported upon by the Provincial Surgeon. Visits 
and reports were also made by unofficial visitors delegated by the Planters’ Association for the planting 
districts, and by Government Agents and other senior officials who may have passed through the stations . 
or districts during the year.

64. » Food Supply for Hospitals.—M  in previous years, the system of dieting thiough the agency 
of contractors has worked satisfactorily. All food is inspected by responsible officers before apd after 
cooking.

6^. Strength of the Medical Department.—^The following was the strength of the Medical Department 
during the period : 1 Principal Civil Medical Officer, 1 Assistant Principal Civil Medical Officor, 185 
Medical Officers, 321 Apothecaries, 9 Inspectors of Vaccination and 138 Vaccinators, including 6 Female 
Vaceinators, 1 Bacteriologist, 1 Assistant Bacteriologist, 1. Superintendent of the Civü Medical Stores,' 
1 Senior Sanitary Officer, 1 Jimior Sanitary Officer, 2 Assistant Sanitary Officers, 1 Sanitary Engineer 
and 68 Sanitary Inspectors, including 1 Superintendent, 27 European Matrons and Trained Nurses, 55 
European Matrons and Nmsing Sisters (Religious Sisterhoods), 144 Ceylonese Matrons and Nurses, and 
40 Pupil Nurses. •

66. Officers on Leave.—Eight Medical Officers who received temporary commissions in the Royal 
Army Medical Corps are stiff on war service. Three Medical Officers who proceeded to Europe to prosecute 
their studies are still on leave. Mr. W. C. H. Tripp, AcOountant, Medical Department,.who went on leave • 
in May, 1916, has also received a commission in the Army. Four other Medical Officers had leave out 
of the Island. The total number of officers of the Department on war service on December 31, 1917, 
was 11, including 2 officers of the Medical College.

67. Changes in  the Department.—Dr. G. S. van Rooyen, Provuicial Surgeon, wâs transferred from 
the Province of Eva to the Western Province, Dr. L. C. Brohier of the Western Province taking the former’s 
place in Uv% Dr. W. C. Peiris, Judicial Medical Officer, Gaffe (Grade I.), died on October 28,1917, and 
Dr. M. Jinadasa’of Grade II. was promoted to Grade I. to fill the vacancy; his place in Grade II. was 
given to Dr. J . P. Subramaniam. Drs. A. S, P. Fernando and H. C. Samuel reigned their appointments, 
and Dr. D. S. M. E. Perera left the Department having secured the appointment of Medical Officer 
of Health, Gaffe. The following were admitted as Third Grade Medical Officers during the year :— 
Drs. S. Thiagarajah, E. S. Brohier, R. P. Perera, I. T. Kunaratnam, C. 0 . Perera, L. 0. Weinman,
B. S. Jayawardana, V. P. de Zoysa, J. H. F. Jayasuriya, G. A. W. Wickramasuriya, K. Cathiravelu,
L. G. Blazé, and B. A. Don Robert.

9(iv)18

    
 



B 10 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [IV.—Edttcation, &c.

The following statement shows the expenditure and receipts of the Department, inclusive of 
Medical Aid Estates Branch, for the financial year 1916-17-;—

Expenditure. 
Personal emoluments

Other charges 
Hospitals and dispehsaries

Rs. c. 
I,632,2a6 48

1,178,439 97 
1,010,622 81

■Total

Grand Total

2,189,062 78 

3,721,299 26

Credits. • • Rs. c.
Hospital and dispensary receipts . .  132,*722 11
Sale of drugs and medical requisites 2,523 96
Sale of drugs under Medical Wants 

Ordinance . .  . .  7,850 96
Medical aid dues (maintenance and 

visits) . .  . .  187,155 59
Sale of unserviceable and superfluous 

articles, rent of trees and garden 
produce, and rent of buildings . .  19,206 15

Total . .  349,458 77

Nett Expenditure . .  3,371,?40 49

Colombo, April 22, 1917.

APPENDIX.

G. J. RUTHERFORD, 
Principal Civil Medical Officer and 

Inspector-General of Hospitals.

OPIUM.

Since the previous, report, the Opium (Amendment) Ordinance, No. 40 of 1916, was passed, 
amending section 13, sub-section (1), of the Opium Ordinance, No. 6 of 1910.

2, There is no change in the selling price of opium.
7 3. The number of opium depots in the Island remains the same as last year, namely, 54̂  *

4.. During this year 22 new dpium consumers were registered on medical groimds. •
5. A statement of opium sold and the amounts realized during each quarter of the year 

is, appended. I t  will be noticed that the total sales for the year are less than those of the previous year, 
which is inserted for comparison. The figures show a decreased consumption of 1,300,139 grains of 
eating opium and 995,250 grains of smoking opium :—

Statement of Opium sold and Amounts realized during each Quarter from January J , 1917,
to December 31, 1917.

During thé Quarter 
ended

March 31,. 1917 
June 30, 1917 
September 30, 1917 
December 31, 1917

Total for 1917

Total for 1916

Eating Oprum.
Quantity sold. Amount realized.

Grains.
13,888,805
13,340,513
13,696,225
13,108,387

54,033,930

55,334,069

Rs. c. 
138,888 5 
133,405 13 
136,963 50 
131,084 62

540,341 30

553,306 94

* Smoking Opium.
Quantity sold. Amount realized.

Grains.
1,187,450
1,061,725
1,001,625
1,018,300

4,269, lOO

5,264,350

Bs. c. 
23,749 0 
21,234 50 
20,032 50 
20,366 0

85,382 0

105,287 0

Total realized.
Bg. c. 

*162,637 5 
154,639 63 
156,996 0 
151,450 62

•25,723 30 

658,593 94

6. The amount realized out of the sale of opium preparations during the year was Rs. 6,762’ 39.
7. During the year 1917 sixty chests of opium were purchased from India for Rs. 204,765- 31, as 

against sixty chests during the previous year for Rs. 164,806’ 64.
G. J. RUTHERFORD,

'* Principal Civil Medical Officer and
Colombo, April 22,1918, Inspector-General of Hospitals.
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DEPAETMENT OF AGEIOULTUEE.

REPORT OP THE DIRECTOR OP AGRICULTURE FOR 1917,

SECTION I.

Ageicttlture in  Ceylon.
The outstanding features of the year in connection 'with the agricultiual industries have been 

the difficulties over exchange and the shortage of freight. Exchange difficulties began to be seriously 
felt in December, 1916, and increased throughout the period under review. Most agricultural companies 
registered in the Colony have had to change their articles of association to permit of payment of dividends 

tin  sterling in Europe, and have had to take special steps to maintain their financial resources in silver 
in the Colony. In some instances restricted manurial programmes have been carried bn, and generally 
expenditure has been reduced wherever possible. The shortage of freight affected the tea industry for 
a period, and a large number of estates effected for a time some restriction on output. The ffiore serious ^ , 
effect was, however, upon the coconut industry. The price of all products of the coconut pahn feU to an 
almost unreinunerative level as the result of the scarcity of freight, and all efforts to solve the difficulty 
were -vfithout avail. The Government recognized the difficulties under which the coconut industry was 
endeavouring to carry on, and in November removed for a period of six months the export duties on 
copra and coconut oil.
% Tea.

2. TThe area under tea remains approximately the same as during 1916. Its removal from under 
rubber in the low-country continues, but some areas were opened up and planted up-country during the 
year. The exports for the year were black tea 187,961,357 lb. and green tea 6,072,605 lb., against; 
198,388,085 lb. and 6,165,057 lb., respectively, during 1916. This decrease of 10 million pounds was 
brought about by unfavourable weather conditions in the latter half of the year, by finer plucking with 
the object of restricting output, and by a curtailment of manuring and cultivation programmes. The 
average prices realized a t local auctions are not procurable, as, owing to the financial and freight 
difficulties, sales were not conducted under normal conditions, and were suspended during January and 
postponed in the month of July. There was a strong American demand for black pekoes, and the general 
report of the Colombo market may be considered .to be satisfactory. In  December, a Tea Commissioner 
for Ceylon was appointed in connection with the general scheme of controlled purchases of tea for the 
Food ContrgUer of the United Kingdom.

3. The early part of the year was generally satisfactory as far as weather conditions prevailed, 
as good showers were experienced throughout the nornoaUy dry and hot periods. The general flush 
was very good, and satisfactory crops were obtained. In  the latter part of the year, however, the crop 
was disappointing. The south-west monsoon was prolonged, and the north-east was in many parts of 
the tea-gr<jwing area considered to be a complete failure.

4. The investigations into the shot-hole borer of tea are being continued, and progress is • •. 
recorded by the Entomologist in charge of these investigations in Annexure II. At the end of 1917, 581 
estates were declared infested with this insect pest. Control measures are being experimented with 
on certain estates and the value of various paints and washes investigated. During the year a determined 
attem pt was made to eradicate the castor oil plant from the tea-growing areas. This plant when it, 
becomes old is invariably infested with the shot-hole borer of tea, and serves as a breeding ground for" 
the pest. I t  exists in tea-growing areag around cooly lines, in ravines, and upon waste lands, ie a  
estates have Willingly co-operated Vith the Department in its desiie to have these scattered bushes, 
eradicated. The Raflway Department has cleared the lands along the railway line, and the Public Works 
Department has cleared up roadsides, while the Revenue Officers have endeavoured to have this plant 
removed from villages and from waste Crown lands within the tea-growing areas. Grants amounting
to the sum of Rs. 300 were made to Revenue Officers during the year for this eradication work, and 
further applications are imder consideration. The most difficult part of the country to deal with is the 
Province of Uvh, where there are to be found large areas of waste Crown lands, on which the castor oil 
plant exists. These are being dealt with gradually, those in closest proximity to growong tea being dealt 
with first. Trials of the use of the castor oil plant under control aS a trap for the shot-hole borer are 
under consideration.

5. Investigations into tea tortrix were begun by the Assistant Entomologist early in the year, 
and details concerning certain egg parasites obtained. These investigations were taken over by the 
Entomologist specially appointed to conduct tortrix investigations from his arrival on August 1, 1917.
On the whol#, there has been but httle danjage done to  tea by this pest during the latter part of the year, 
and good progreSs has been made in the life-history investigations. %

6. Several minor insect pests Of tea- have been sent in fof examination and report during the 
year, and there has been an increased nupiber of specimens of diseased tea sent to the .Mycologist for 
investigation. No serious outbreaks o f ’ diseases, however, have been reported during the year. 
Lectures on soffie insect pests of tea were given by the Acting Entomologist before the Dimbum, Kalutara, 
and Kegalla Planters’ Associations.

9 ( iv )1 8
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. Bvbber.
7. The weather conditions throughout the year were exceptionally favourable fj>r the rubber 

inddstry. Little loss of time was experienced: on estates by reason of heavy rainfalls, and theroy^ere no 
weather Conditions a t all favourable to  the development of pod disease and leaf-fall.

8. The majority of estates have continued to  make libera,! applications of manures, and there 
has been a tendency during the year to extend the practice of making applications of lime. New areas 
continue to be planted, and smaU areas have been cut out around Passara, where it  was found, by reason 
of the altitude and cool climate, not td  be making satisfactory progress.

9. Thinning operations have been continued, and on most estates efforts have been made to
remove the felled trees and stumps from the fields as rapidly as possible. While these efforts to  cleat out 
all old stumps and dry and dr3ung wood from rubber estates are being made by many, there is still much 
to be done in this direction. The health of rubber plantations depends so muchvupon these measures 
of plant sanitation that it cannot be too strongly impressed upon aU interested in the rubber industry 
that the removal of all stumps, deacLor dying trees or parts thereof, should be looked upon as the first 
duty of all, not. only as a measure of individual protection, but also for the general welfare of the industry. 
The necessity of thi& action was brought to the attention of rubber growers during the year by a communiqué 
to the local press, and the provision of a disease inspecting force for the Colony has been discussed at 
length by the Committee of Agricultural Experiments, and accepted by Government on this Committee’s 
recommendation. ,

' -,10. Diseases of rubber have received considerable attention during the year, and the number of 
. specimens sent in for examination by the Mycologist numbered 250. Eoot diseases continue to give some 
trouble, particularly on those estates where a t clearing sufficiently careful attention was not given to the 
uprooting and burning .of stumps. Bark diseases are receiving close attention, and certain experiments^ 

„.have been conducted with preventive treatments. A new form of bark disease—^resembling closely 
the “-brown ba'st” of the Federated Malay States—^was found in Badulla, Haputale, Dumbara, and 

* Galagedara districts during the year, and is under investigation. Pod and leaf-fall disease was not 
^  common during th© year owing to  the more favourable weather conditions. IThere is no doubt that 
. . estates are generally paying close and careful attention to the prevention and treatment of diseases, but 
^the:^is still much to be done, particularly on some of the smaller properties. Some applications for 
assistance have been received from small planters of rubber during the year, and it is expected that much 
good work will be possible when a disease inspecting force is available. * •

11. The exports of rubber during the year amounted to  71,351,629 lb., as against 54,698,729 lb. 
in 1916. Rubber therefore becomes, in the point of value of the exports, the leading agriculfpral export 
industry of the Colony. Crêpe and smoked sheet are the main grades exported, the latter iacrea^g  
graduaUy in favour.

Coconuts.
12. During the year under review only small areas were opened up in coconuts. Very little 

freight has been available for coconut products, and coconut owners have seen prices, in spite of high 
values in Europe, gradually fall until a t  the end of the year they were barely above the cost of 
production. Continued efforts were made to relieve the situation, but with the shortage of tonnage 
no solution of the difficulty has been possible. Some small relief was obtained in the latter half of the 
year By a small demand for copra in India.

13. ■ Large estates have endeavoured to maintain their^cultivation, and they are utilizing poonac 
and ashes from burnt coconut refuse, leaves, and husk for manure. Small owners are «xperiencing 
great difficulties, and it is probable th a t manj' will have to  s ^  or otherwise dispose of their properties, 
ff prices do not improve in thé near future.

14. There is increasiug evidence of the benefits to  be derived from ploughing or harvesting 
coconuts, and when normal conditions again prevail, there -will be a considerable extension of these 
practices. The results of experiments carried out by the Department in co-operation -with estates and 
proprietors are demonstrating the value of the cultivation of coconuts, and these results appear to be 
closely watched by a large number of persons interested in the industry.

1^. The total exports of coconut prodpcts have been as follows :—

Coconut oil 
Copra
Desiccated coconut 
Coconut poonae 
Coconuts

1917.
cwt. 438,206 
cwt. 750,438 
lb. 30,076,774 
cwt. 44,274 
nuts 3,668,811

1916.
322,316

1,284,674
34,308,454

79,676
4,079,608

Of the exports of off, some 84,000 ewt. Were shipped in execution of Government contracts,
16. A hut fall and leaf droop disease of coconuts was investigated by the Department in the

KurUnegala District during the year. I t  made its first marked appearance in March, and was again 
prevalent during the month of July, The disease is due to  a species of Phytophthora. I t  has been 
declared under the Plant Pests Ordinance of l907, and the Plant Pest Board of Kurunegala have utilized 
the services of the Agricultural Instructor of the North-Western Province and of the Field Assistant of 
the Botanist and Mycologist lor the inspection of coconut cultivations around Kurunegala. The latest 
reports indicate the presence ofthe disease overa fairly-wide area in the Weuda-wili hatpattu, but -with the 
drier weather conditions a t the end of the year losses did not appear to be serieus. These investigations 
in coconut cultivations have, however, directed attention again to  the bleeding disease. Which is not 
uncommon in some parts.  ̂ •

17. Preliihinary tigals have been made a t the Experiment Station, Peradeniya, on a small copra 
drier, constructed on the plan of similar driers used-in Sumatra, and upon the principles of the West 
Indian cacao “ bouean.” I t  appears to be probable that this form Of drier may prove suitable for 
handling small quantities of copra. There have been further erections of copra driers in the Colony 
during the year, and there is e-ridence that satisfactory results are being obtained from these driets even 
in districts which were formerly considered to be sufficiently dry as not to require ihes© drier equipments.
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Cacao,
18. The spring crop of cacao was a fair one, and weather conditions were favourable to its 

development.® »The autumn crop was generally a heavy one, but reports from some districts indicated 
that pod disease was prevalent in the last months of the year.

19. Cacao was during the year cut from under rubber on a fairly large scale in the Matale and, 
Kurunegala Districts, and there is generally a tendency to thin , cacao plantations of the badly shaped 
and unthrifty trees.

20. The exports amounted to 73,280 cwt., as against 69,998 cwt. in 1916. Average prices were 
low throughout the year owing to  a general shortage of tonnage available for cacao, but an improvement 
in loqal prices took place in the last mopths of the year. A considerable quantity of cacao exported went 
to the TJnited States, while there was a corresponding fall in the exports to Europe, due to scarcity of 
freight in that direction and to restrictions on cacao imports in the United Kingdom.

Cardamoms.
i l .  The cardamom crop was a poor one during the year, as weather conditions were not suited 

to this crop. The exports amounted to  367,824 lb., some 73,840 lb. less than during 1916. Shipments 
to the United States and to India showed increases, whilst those to Europe show a considerable decrease. 
Prices, on the whole, continued to rule low throughout the whole year. In  some cases prices realized 
have not covered the cost of production.

Cinnamon. . ,
22. Small areas of cinnamon lands were planted with coconuts during the year, but owing to  th e . 

financial stringency in the coconut industry extensive areas were not so dealt with during 1917.
23. The exports of. quills amounted to 2,555,542 lb., as against 2,176,970 lb. in 1916, owing 

%o a demand from the United States of America. There was, however, no demand for chips, and only 
763,129 lb. were exported, as against 2,835,523 lb. in 1916. Prices were a t a low figure until the last 
months of the year, and it has been suggested tha t chips should be distilled for oil and the oil stored.

CitroneUa.
24. Citronella lands continue to be planted with rubber and other products, and the output' of 

oil is falling. The exports in 1917 amounted to 1,399,991 lb., and prices fluctuated between 50 and 
76 cents per Ih.

Subsidiary Products.
25. ® The following were the exports of minor agricultural products during the year :—

® Tobacco . . lb. 3,442,614 Papain . .  cwt. 238
Arecanuts . .  cwt. 154,000 Cinchona bark . .  lb. 9,689'-
Kapok . . l b .  154,805

26. Papain is now being manufactured by some estates, and a very satisfactory product is being ’ 
produced. There was some demand for papain in the early months of the year and again during the last 
months. The production of papain is remrmerative, and a good product can be easily prepared. I t  was 
reported during -the year that the market had been taking precautions against adulterations, as some 
Ceylon samples had been reported upon as being adulterated.

27. The Ceylon Sugar Refineries worked throughout the year, and made trials with the ’distillery' 
that was erected in 1916.

g Food Products.
28. Paddy crops in the early month of the year were satisfactory. The mid-year crops "were not,, 

on the whole, large, and damage from swarming caterpillars {Spodoptera mauritia) was reported from 
several localities. In the Eastern Province there was some shortage, and. provision had tn  be made to  
regulate in some degree the export from the Province. The standing rice crops a t the end of the year 
were genesally favourable. Those in the Eastern Province were stated to be very promising owing to 
absence of floods, those in the Northern Province were average, whilst those in the Southern Province 
were reported to be sHghtly below average. Demonstrations continued to be given by the Agricultural 
Instructors of the Agricultural Society in the beneficial results tha t accrue from transplanting, a n d ' 
Co-operative Credit Societies are,accomplishing much useful work in spreading the use of manures amongst 
paddy cultivators. A new area was set aside a t the Anuradhapma Experiment Station for paddy 
varietal experiments. At this station, as well as a t Peradeniya, it is proposed to carry out seleetion 
experiments, and gradually to extend the area under these experiments with paddy.

29. Determined efforts have been made throughout the latter half of the year to arouse greater
interest in the production of a larger supply of food stuffs, vegetables, and cinry stuffs locally. The 
officers of the Agricultural Society have been freely called upon for assistance both by the Department 
of Agriculture and by the provincial administrations. Endeavours have been made to encourage the 
greater production of such products as yams, sweet potato^manioc, maize, &o., and estate authorities 
have*been encouraged to assist their labourers to cultivate small areas of vegetables and food products 
required for their use. Special packets of seeds have been made up and sold a t cheap rates, seeds of 
vegetables and curry stuffs have been sold in packets a t 10 cents each, and large quantities have been 
distributed free by Government Agents throughout the Colony. Large quantities of seed have also been 
distributed to Co-operative Credit Societies and for cultivation in school gardens and home gardens. 
Some areas of the lands attached to resthouses, police stations, hospitals, &e., have also been brought 
imder cultivation. Literature has also been provided in English, Sinhalese, and Tamil on the ‘ Methods 
of Cultivation of Food Products, 'Vegetables, and Curry Stuffs,” and upon their insect pests and fungus 
diseases. » ^

80. The general result of these efforts has been an increased interest tH-oughout the Colony in the 
cultivation of food products. Increased areas have been brought imder cultivation in yams, sweet 
potatos, plantains, chillies, &c., and it has been clearly demonstrated tha t onions can be , profitably 
grown in many parts of the Colony. Dhall, or red gram (parippu), grows satisfactorily in all districts, 
and should be encouraged as far as possible, particularly in chehas. Other pulses, such as green gram 
(mun) and black gram (kollu) grow well, and beans of various kinds are giving satisfactory results.
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ChiUie cultivation could be greatl3r extended, if facilities were available for marketing the produce. 
Potato cultivation bas sbghtly extended around Nuwara Eliya, and trials in Uva and a t Mediwaka 
have been encouraging.

31. The cultivation of the principal curry stuffs in the Colony has been purely experimental, bdt 
the results obtained to the end of 1917 indicate that aniseed and fennel grow satisfactoria in the Matale 
and Walapane districts of the Central Province and in many parts of the North-Western Province. 
Coriander (kottçmiaUi) has given the most satisfactory results in the Walapane distriet of the Central 
Province and in the Welimada district of Uva. I t  appears to prefer a dry, cool chmate. Mustard grows 
well in all districts, and fennel has, so far, given satisfactory results in the Enlutara District of the 
Western Province. Cummin {sudu duru) has proved to  be a  failure in almost all trials, but it is 
expected that better-results wiU follow trials with locally-raised seed„ Fenugreek {uluhal) has given some 
satisfactory results in some districts, but, on the whole, yields have not been large. The trials with 
Curry stuffs in tho Northern'Province indicate tha t this part of the Colony is not, suitable, except for 
chillies ; while trials in the Southern Province have given disappointing resiilts, owing to  unsatisfactory 
chmatio conditions immediately following upon sowing of seed.

32. With a view to impressing upon village communities that Government was seriou^ in its 
desire to see a greater production of food stuffs, &c., in the Colony, arrangements were made for the 
encouragement of village agricultural shows,and competitions amongst Co-operative Credit Societies. 
The Assistant Government Agent, KegaUa, was able to arrange for several shows to be held in his district, 
and it is anticipated that at least ten village shows and ten prize competitions will be eventually organized 
for 1918. Prizes have also been offered for competition amongst home gardens worked by pupils of 
elementary vernacular schools, and the Director of Education has undertaken to make supplementary 
grants from the votes of the Education Department.

33. Trials with food products and curry stuffs have been made on the Experiment Stations of̂  
this Department, and are dealt with in Annexure VI., while all demonstration gardens of the Agricultural 
.Society have undertaken similar trials during the year.

SECTION I t .
Wore or the D epartment or Agriculture.

34. The activities of the Department have been confined during the year chiefly to problems-of^
immediate importance, owing to Messrs. Harbord, Bryce, Campbell, and Parsons being away from the 
Colony on Military Service. • • •

36. Meetings of the Committee of Agricultural Experiments have been regularly held, and 
several matters of importance have been dealt with. The various field experiments of the iQepartmerit 
have been continued on all experiment stations, and the results have been presented to and discusse(^by 
the Committee. Figures relating to yields of rubber from cuts of various lengths have been presented, 
and the percentage of rubber in latex from daily and alternate day tapping dealt with. Discussions on 
the various rubber tapping systems now in use in the Colony and upon the treatm ent and prevention of 
disease have taken place regularly. Coconut matters have also been dealt with from time to time, and 
the incidence of the new coconut disease in the Kurunegala District inquired into. The progress of the 
investigations' into the shot-hole borer of tea, tea tortrix, and fluted scale on Acacias has also been 
considered. The question of controlling the spread of pests and diseases of agricultmal crops has been 
considered in detail, and recommendations made to  Government for the establishment of an inspecting 
force for dealing with such pests and diseases. The necessity of a properly equipped chemical laboratory 
a t Peradeniya. was also discussed, and the means of encouraging the greater production locally of food 
stuffs, vegetable, and curry stuffs considered. •

36. Annexure I. gives detailed information as to the work of the Botanist and Mycologist during 
the year. There has been a very large increase in the number of specimens submitted for examination, 
and this division of the Department has been fully occupied in making investigations into, and 
examinations of, the samples submitted. The absence of the Assistant Botanist and Mycologist in 
Europe on Military Service has thrown a great increase of routine work on to the superior officer 
of this division. No very serious outbreaks of fungus disease occurred during the year, but the 
increasing number of inquiries being made for information, and the increasing number of samples 
being submitted for examination, are a clear indication of the increasing attention th a t is being given 
to diseases in agricultural crops throughout the Island. The number of rubber samples submitted for 
examination has greatly increased during the year, as also the samples of diseased tea plants. A bark 
disease of rubber^ new to Ceylon, was investigated in the BaduHa, Haputale, Dumbara, and Galagedara 
districts. I t  closely resembles .the brown bast disease of other rubber-growing areas in the East, and 
ig’ffieihg furthet investigated. A new disease of coconuts occurred in the Kurunegala District during 
the year. This causes an abnormal fall of yoimg nuts and a droop of the leaves. The disease has been 
proclaimed on the recommendations of the Committee of Agricultural Experiments, and the affected 
area is being inspected by the Field Assistant of the Botanist and Mycologist and by the Agricultural 
Instructor of the North-Western Province. Evidence so far available indicates that this disease m not 
very widespread. The water hyacinth has been kept under close supervision during the year, and has 
been dealt Wfith near Kandy, Katugastota, Kadugannawa, Rambukkana, Eadella, Veyangoda, and 
Weligama. Press communiqués were issued on pod disease and root disease of rubber, and the attention 
of rubber growers drawn to the necessity of keeping plantations in a sanitary condition.

37. In general entomology the outstanding work of the year has been the attention given to 
fluted scale (Icerya purchasi). The appearance of this pest throughout several districts up-country 
emphasized the necessity ôf immediate investigation and the adoption of precautionary measures. A 
special assistant in entomology was selected from the passed students of the School of Tropical Agriculture,' 
and he has inspected a considerable number of estates in the Dimbula, New Galway, NijwaA; Eliya, and 
Hewaheta districts. InfoÉnation was obtained as to the distribution of the pest and the presence or 
absence of predacious ladybird beetles. Local ladybirds attack the pest and assist in some degree in 
the control of the pest, but the most efficient control of the pest is effected by entomogenous fungi, which 
during the north-east monsoon season have been largely responsible for the disappearance of the pest 
from many localities. In the drier district-near Ba;ndarawela the pest has been more persistent, and has 
been found upon some tea plants. There is every reason to believe that in normal seasons this pest is

    
 



Science, and  Abt.] DEPARTMENT OP AGRICULTURE. C5

not likely to occasion serious damage, but, in view of the possibility of it causing some damage in drier 
localities, tbe assistance of the Entomological Division of the South African Department of Agriculture 
has been sought with a view to importing Vedalia cardinalis, the ladybird that keeps the pest in adequate 
control in Soutli Africa.

êome wÆk has been begun on the cutworm {Agrotis ypsilon) pest that causes considerable damage 
in up-country ’Vegetable and flower gardens. ' This pest is prevented from doing much damage by the 
use of circular metal rings, but their use is expensive, and does not in any way interfere with the natural 
increase of the pest. Investigations have, therefore, been begun with the use of traps for trapping the 
adult moths, and with the use of poisoned baits for the larvae.

Further investigations are also in hand into the miscellaneous insect pests of food crops and into 
some’of thé main pests of the paddy.

The special ihvestigations into the shot-hole borer pest of tea have been continued. Figures have 
been obtained relating to the control pruning scheme. Beneficial results have been obtained from this 
method of control, but whether such a  scheme can be practised with success without undue dislocation 
of estate routine operations has yet to be submitted to further test. Special attention has been given to 
paint lâixtures for applying to bushes after pruning, and the question of the number of insects that 
emerge from buried prunings under varying climatic and soil conditions is being dealt with.

3 8. The Assistant Entomologist was, early in the year, assigned to special investigations into the tea 
tortrix pest, and he was able to carry out some useful work in connection with its life history and some 
parasitic enemies. In August these investigations were taken over by a Special Entomologist. Sixty 
estates have been visited and examined, and researches and experiments have been instituted. The 
pest has not been serious during the year, but useful data has been obtained, and the pest is being kept 
under close observation.

39. The work of the Chemical Division is given in Appendix III. Experiments have been 
continued in the North-Central Province and the Northern Province into the question of burning low 
jungle for ash for potash manufacture. Investigations have been made of Cassia and Acacia barks for 
tanning materials, and various analyses of soils, limes, weeds, green manures, food stuSs, and papain 
have been made. The routine manurial experiments of the Department with rubber, tea, cacao, and 
coconuts have been continued, and these results made available from time to time. The Rubber Research 
investi^tions came to a standstill when Mr. L. E. Campbell went to Europe in May, 1917, for Military 
Service. Daring the year he issued two bulletins ; one on “ The Natural Clotting of Rubber Latex,” and 
the second ©n Measurements of ‘ Bark Renewal ’ in Hevea.” In the latter bulletin it is pointed out 
that, from the limited number of measurements of bark renewal that had been made, there was evidence 
that, under^certain Ceylon conditions, trees which were tapped daily throughout the year gave a poor 
bark renewal, as compared with trees which were tapped on alternate days or on every third day. Further 
results of the vulcanization investigations made a t the Imperial Institute, London, in connection with 
the Rubber Research Scheme, were received during the year, and were published in bulletin form. I t  
has been decided to republish all the data obtained under this scheme in book form at an early date.

40. The work of the School Gardens Division is detailed in Appendix IV. The total number of 
registered school gardens attached to Government schools is now 335 and to grant-in-aid schools 68. 
These gardens are doing useful work, and have been of great assistance in experimenting with curry 
stuffs and in encouraging the greater production of food stuffs and vegetables throughout the Colony, 
In  the Ratnapura District a very considerable cifitivation of onions by villagers can be traced to the 
beginnings made in school gardens, and similar instances of useful work can be found îü other parts of 
the Colony. I t  has been felt, however, that greater use could be made of the school gardens as the 
source of practical work in connection with nature study. A number of schools which have good gardens 
attached have therefore been selected, in consultation with the Director of Education, as central school

■ gardens, in which the Inspectors of Schools Gardens give practical training in the uses to which the gardens 
should be put, and in the methods of using the material of the gardens in teaching. At these schools 
the whole period of one or two days, when the Inspector is present, is devoted solely to garden work. 
Practical w®rk is done in the garden, and lessons taken in the school both by the teachers of the school 
and by the Inspector. Teachers, monitors, and boys from neighbouring schools also attend, and thereby 
profit by the Inspector’s visits to the schools to a greater extent than formerly.

Efforts are also being made to encourage the establishment of home gardens by school children, 
and great assistance in this direction by the Director of Education has to be acknowledged. An attem pt 
is also being made, with the assistance of the Hon. Dr. H. M. Fernando, to improve village poultry 
through the medium of some of the elementary schools.

A decision has been arrived at during the year in regard to the position of permanent economic 
products in the school gardens and to the disposal of their produce, and general regulations relating to  . 
school gardens have been drawn up. These regulations will shortly bejprinted in English and the'

. vernaculars, and will be distributed to all teachers for their information and guidance. A crop register 
is also being organized, and has beèn partly brought into force during the year.

41. The work of the Botanic Gardens is summarized in Annexure V. At Peradeniya plantings 
in the *Arboretum have been continued, and the Main Central drive has been completely overhauled. The 
nurseries have received considerable attention, and improvements have been Undertaken in the South 
garden. At Hakgala parts of the shrubberies have been overhauled, the nurseries r6-arranged, and 
considerable improvements begun around the Nock Memorial summer arbour. The Acacia collection 
has also been added to, and space is being allowed for its extension. Seeds from selected kinds of cinchona 
have been introduced from Java and have been sown. Henaratgoda Gardens have been maintained in 
fair condition, considering the small amount of funds that it has been possible to- allocate for the upkeep 
of this garden. The rubber tapping experiments have been continued, and the maintenance of the young 
rubber plantations regularly attended to. Nuwara Eliya park has been improved in many directions, 
while aU the gardens attached to His Excellency the Governor’s and the H or| the Colonial Secretary’s 
residences have been maintained in good order. Thè work in connection with laying out the gardens 
attached to the PubHc Officers’ bungalows was completed in October, a total of 45 having been dealt 
with. The grounds of the new Merchants’ Ward of the General Hospital, Colombo, were laid out under 
the superintendence of the Superintendent of Botanic Gardens, and trials with fodder grasses have been 
begun near the military camp a t Diyatalawa,
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42. TLe Experiment Station work is detailed in Annexure VI. Much improvement has beeh 
effected at Peradeniya by the removal of all old stumps, logs, &c., from the rubber and cacao plantations. 
The hiU slopes planted with rubber have all been terraced and provided with small cQniour walls of 
stones. All the earth dumped on the sides of drains has been backed throughout the T^hole station to 
provide better general drainage. New clearings have been made for rubber, which has be^n planted with 
Peradeniya stumps, as stumps from Henaratgoda frees were not available. A new clearing for tea h?is 

• also been imdertaken and planted with Huldubari Dooars Ja t. Further cleanings for tea and for a new 
economic section are also in hand. The crops of Robusta and Hybrid ('Robusta or Canephora type) 
coff$es have been satisfactory, and selected seed has been received from Java, with a view to increasing 
the areas on the station under coffee. New varieties of paddy have been under trial ; an extension has 
been made of the varieties of manioc, sweet potatoes, arid sugar cane introduced from Mauritius ;* and 
considerable attention given to the trial of food products and curry stuffs.

• At Anuradhapura a general overhaul of the station has taken place, with a view to making a 
proper definition of roads, paths, &c., on the station. A new area has been levelled and planted with 
paddy. On this it is proposed to carry out selection and possibly manurial experiments, while a further 
extension will be made during the coming year. Trials with various curry stuffs have been promising. 
Onions and chUlies have given good crops, and give promise of being very profitable. The oil palms are 
growing satisfactorily, and the coconuts.are making progress. Dhall hafe given good crops, and areas 
are being prepared for planting with Sisal and Mauritius hemp fibres. At Maha Iluppallama, the coconut 
crops have improved during the year. I t  has been decided that this station shall be leased on a ticket 
of occupancy, and therefore no extension of cultivation has been undertaken.

43. The agreement between Mr. B. F. Scherffius, Adviser in Tobacco, and this Department 
terminated in June, 1917, and that ofliicer returned to America. The results of experiments a t Jaffna 
have demonstrated that improvements in the Jaffna system of cultivation and of irrigation are possible,j 
and that of aU the imported types of tobacco experimented with, the White Burley type for pipe and 
cigarette tobacco gave the greatest promise of success. This type of tobacco has become acclimatized 
to Jaffna conditions, and satisfactory crops have been cured. The 1917 crop was sold locally for 60 cents 
per lb., and recently there has been inquiries from Europe for supplies of a similar grade of tobacco. I t 
has been decided to continue the experiments with White Burley for a further period of two years, 
with a view to testing its commercial possibilities imder Jaffna conditions of soil and climate. •

44. Annexure VIH. deals with the work of the School of Tropical Agriculture. The 1916 course 
was continued for three months for backward students. The first prize-giving was held in May with the 
opening of the 1917 session, and gold and silver medals were distributed to the most deserving students. 
Diplomas were also issued to students who have passed through the course satisfactorily, and medals an9- 
certificates granted to the teachers from Government vemaculaFschools who had taken a course of trainmg.

Thirty students were admitted for the 1917 course out of 81 applicants. These students were 
carefully selected from aU districts of the Colony, and are repesentatives of all classes of agriculturists. 
They will undergo a two years’ course of instruction, invol'ring considerable practical field work.

A short course for headmen was also arranged for, and sixteen were selected for training. The 
headmen made satisfactory progress during this period at the school. They gave close attention to their 
practical work on the plots, and appeared to be encouraged by the training they were able to receive. 
The Government Agent of the Central Province inspected them in November, 1917, and expressed his 
appreciation of the work that was being performed. Mr. H. L. de Mel, C.B.E., addressed the students 
on httsiness qualitiés, and the Rev. H. Highfield on ideals of student life, while the Rev. Father M. J . Le Goc 
gave a lantern lecture before the debating society of the school.

. The conduct of students has been good throughout, and the general tone of the s(!hool is very 
Satisfactory. There is little doubt that the influence of the school on the agriculture of the Colony will 
be felt when trained students are disseminated throughout the Colony, working either on their own lands 
or upon estates.

45. Co-operative Credit Societies have made progress during the year. The remstration of all 
societies that were doing no useful work has been cancelled and the societies dissolved. Tweftty-six new 
societies have been formed during the year, and four other applications are under consideration. The 
number of members of societies is increasing, and "paid-up share capital is being slowly brought up to a 
more satisfactory figure. The societies have assisted in the encouragement of a greater local production 
of food stuffs, andhave been able to carry out useful work in connection with l;he co-operative distribution 
of manures for paddy cultivation. Manures to the value of Rs. 11,633' 75 was distributed through the 
medium of societies during 1917, and there is little doubt that the use of manure by the small cultivators 
■^ould have been negligible but for the societies’ organizations. The societies are being closely and 
carefully supervised, but there is little doubt that a further increase iif the co-operative credit inspecting 
staff will be necessary in the near future if really satisfactory work is to be performed. Arrangements 
have also been made for holding agricultural shows and prize competitions in connection with Co-operative 
Credit Societies during the forthcoming year.

Geneeal. *
46. The Fumigatorium a t Colombo has been em irely re-modelled under the supervision of the 

Harlbour Engineer. Arrangements have been made for movab’e trollies for facilitating the handling 
of imports that have to be fqmigated or disinfected, and provis-Ion has been made for better ventilation 
and manipulation of the chemicals used.

47. Proposals for the co-ordination and extension of the agricultural services have been drawn 
up during the year and submitted to Government for consideration. Visits have been made to practically 
all districts of the Colony, and careful observations made of the agricultural practices being carried on. 
Theie is little doubt that with a progressive agricultural pohcy considerable imprqverifepts can be 
effected, and it is possibl#for new industries to be established in some parts. Some investigations have 
been made into the possibilities of a sugar industry for the Colony, and I  am convinced that such an 
industry could be established with advantage. I t will at the commencement possibly have to be an industry 
solely for the small growers, and some degree of Government assistance will have to be given during the 
initial stages of the establishment of the industry. The cultivation of limes for citric acid manufacture 
is also worthy of close investigation, and the prospects of fibre cultivation are not unpromising.
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48. T^e development of the dry zone lands under irrigation works has been considered in
•conjunction with a Conimittee of the Agricultural Society. The report of this Committee has been 
submitted to ¿government, and the estgiblkhment of a trial peasant settlement under Nachchaduwa 
irrigatiqn tank advocated, ‘

49. Cloier co-operation has been fostered between the Department of Agriculture and the 
Agricultural Sdciety. This was found to be desirable in connection with the encouragement of food 
products throughout the Colony, and I  look for the early amalgamation of these two branches of 
agricultural services in the Colony.

50. All officers of the Department have been called upon to perform extra work during the year 
•owing to some members being away on Military Service. They have_ willingly responded to all extra 
calls hpon their time and service, recognizing as they do that no sacrifice can .at the present time be too 
great in the interests of the Colony, and I  desire to bring to the attention of Government the whole­
hearted co-opera,tion that I  have received from them all throughout the year.

■ E xpbnditdeb .

51. The following is a statement of expenditure for the financial year 191fi-17 :—
Rs. c. Rs. c.

•Salaries " . . 116,446 60 Incidental expenses . . 1,168 86
Travelling 10,234 81 Catering for students 562 51
Labour and upkeep— Rent of quarters 1,740 0

Peradeniya Gardens .. 13,780 89 Furniture 30 13
Hakgala Gardens 4,334 44 Stationery 208 24
Nuwara Eliya Gardens 1,466 12
Henaratgoda Gardens 1,993 23 Co-operative Credit Societies :—
Queen’s-House Garden, Colombo 1,866 16 Salaries 3,690 0
King’s Pavilion, Kandy 3,295- 7 Travelling 902 23
Queen’s-Cottage, Nuwara Eliya 5,935 64 Incidental expenses . . 17 92
The Lodge, Kandy 741 4 Stationery 59 98
Cuddesdon, Nuwara Eliya 758 7
Temjfie Trees, Colombo 1,022 75 Rubber Research :—
Experiment Station, Peradeniya 19,344 18 Salaries 6,290 32
Experiment Station, Anuradhapura 7,216 34 Travelling 438 37
Experiment Station; Maha Iluppallama 4,223 68 Investigation and research 7,227 18

Obconut Trial Groimd, Chilaw 2,231 18 Incidental expenses . . 260 20
Labour and unkeen. School Gardens 3,477 69 *
Upkeep of Library, Laboratory, Her- Special Expenditure :—

barium, and Museum 1,812 91 Experimental cultivation of tobacco .. 3,244 25
Incidental expenses 556 40 General laboratory expenditure for
Stationery 1,164 20 Mr. Speyer, Entomologist 189 66
Printed forms 273 9 Eradication of castor oil plants 55 50
Agricultural Education:—

Salaries 8,089 24 Total .. 237,633 87
Lecturing fees .  . 1,284 89

This expenditure may be itemized under the following sub-heads :—
* « Rs. 0 .

Administration . .  . .  . .  . .  24,633 58
Scientific Investigations, including Special Expenditure on Rubber

Research, Shot-hole Borer, and Tea Tortrix Investigations . .  68,028 25
Experiment Stations, including Special Expenditure on Tobacco 

 ̂ Investigation . .  . .  . .  . • 52,376 65
Botanic Girdens, including Gardens of Governor’s and Colonial

Secretary’s Residences . .  . .  . .  60,668 7
Education (School of Tropical Agriculture and School Gardens) . .  37,258 19
Co-operative Credit Societies_ . .  . .  . .  4,670 13

Total . .  237,633 87

R eceipts.

52. The following receipts were collected during the financial year
' Rs. c.

Head Office (Publications, &c.) 609 68
Royal Botanic Gardens, Peradeniya 2,926 17
Hakgala Gardens . . 385 95
Nuwara Eliya Gardens 24 50
Henaratgoda Gardens 534 50
Experiment Station, Peradeniya .. 12,885 99*
Experiment Station, Anuradhapura 1$9 11
Experiment Station, Maha Iluppallama 1,233 68 ,
Tobacco Trial Ground, Jaffna 311 30
School of Tropical Agriculture 3,303 46
Contributions, Rubber Research Scheme 6,910 43
Government Stock Garden, Peradeniya • • a  ^ 9 3

Total 28,320 70

* This is lower than the collection in the former year, due to the low prices realized for coconuts from the 
Peradeniya Experiment Station, and to the non-sale of the oaoab crop before the end of the financial year.
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To this must be added tlie value of seeds and plants given gratis to Government institutions from 
the loUOvfiug: Rs. c.

Peradeniya Gardens 
Hakgala Gardens ..
Henaratgoda Gardens 
Experiment Station, Peradeniya .. 
Experiment Station, Anuradhapura 
Government Stock Garden, Peradeniya

I,062f75 
963^92 
26f 0
14 50 
10 0

425 83

Total .. 2,493 0
Communiques. --------- ---—

53. The following ccmmuniquis were made to the press on matters of agricultural importance 
.and intetest duripg the year

Control of rubber diseases.
The destruction of castor oil plants in connection with shot-hole borer.
Eradication of the castor oil plant.
Coconut diseases in the Kurunegala District.
Paddy caterpillar.

P ublications.
64. The following publications were issued during the year ;—
Annals of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Peradeniya, Vol. VI., P a rt 'I II ., June, 1917; Vol. VI., 

Part IV., December, 1917.
Bulletins of the Department of Agricidture :— ' ^

No. 30.—On the Mode of Occurrence of Latex Vessels in Hevea brasiliensis.
No. 31.—^Plants and Seeds List, Royal Botanic Gardens, Peradeniya.
No. 32.-—Fifth Interim Report on Specimens of Plantation Para Rubber from Ceylon prepared 

in connection with the Rubber Research Scheme.
No. 33.—^Measurements of “ Bark Renewal-” in Hevea.

• No. 34.—^Hevea Tapping Results: Experiment Station, Peradeniya, 1916.
Leaflets.— • •

No. L — T̂he Value of Coconut Poonac as Manure, by M. Kelway Bamber.
■ No. 2.—Black Rot Disease of Tea, by T. Petch. ,

No. 3.—^Icerya Purchasi, by E. R. Speyer.
No. 4.—Shot-hole Borer, by E. R. Speyer.
No. 5.—^Hints on Cultivation of Food Products, Vegetables and Curry Stuffs.
No. 6.—^Nut fall and Leaf droop of Coconuts, by T. Petch.

Legislation.
55. Tile following regulations relating tS the work of the Department were passed during the year 

under the Insect Pest and Quarantine Ordinance, No. 5 of 1901: Regulations for preventing the spread 
of fluted scale ; additional shot-hole borer regulations.

Under “ The Plant Pests Ordinance, 1907” : Proclamatfon of Phytcyphthora to be a pest of 
coconuts.

Staee Changes. *
56. The following staff changes were made during the year :—
(1) Mr. M. Kelway Bamber, Agricultural Chemist, was away in the Federated Malay States for 

one month, from May 2.
(2) Mr. G. Bryce, Assistant Botanist and Mycologist, was absent on Military Service from 

January 12.
(3) Mr. N. K. Jardine was appointed Entomologist for the investigation of tea tortrix, and 

assumed duties on July 29.
(4) Mr. H. F. Macmillan, Superintendent of Botanic Gardens, returned from leave and resumed 

duties on March 12.
(5) Mr. L. E. Campbell, Rubber Research Chemist, resigned his appointment and left Ceylon for

Military Service on May 19. '
'(6) Mr. G. Harbord, Manager, Dry Zone Experiment Station, Anuradhapura, was absent on 

Military Service during the year.
(7) Mr. T. H. Parsons, Curator, Peradeniya Gardens, was absent on Military Service, with effect 

from May 19.
(8) Mr. C. Drieberg, Superintendent, Low-country Products and School Gardens, returned from leave 

and resumed duties on May 10. He Was again on leave in India from October 1 to the end of the year.
. The following appointments were made in the clerical and Garden staffs of the Department —• 

Mr. S. C. Ramalingam, Clerk to Superintendent of Botanic Gardens, with effect from March 1, wee Mr. A. S. 
Muhesinghe, transferred. Mr. Q. D. Austin was appointed Assistant in Entomology, with effect from 
June 28. Mr. U. B. Unamboowe, Clerk to the Superintendent, Low-country Products and School 
Gardens, with effect from September 1, vice Mr. 0. D. W. KannaUgara, transferred. Mr. S. L. Muttiah, 
Clerk, Head Office, with effect from November 1, Vice Mr, J . E. Lobendhan, transferred. Mr. O. V. James 
Perera, Rubber Tapping Conductor, Experiment Station, Peradeniya, with effect from March 1, vice 
Mr. P. A. Perera, resigned. Mr. R. Siriwardene,'Second Upper Gardener, was appoii^ed*feo the vacant 
post of First Upper G^dener, with effect from July 1. Mr. C. P. Crispeyn, Assistant Foreman, 
Government Stock Garden, seconded for service under the Ceylon Agricultural Society, with effect 
from September 1. '

F. A. STOCKDALE,
 ̂ Director of Agricultinre, and Registrar,

March 22, 1918. Co-operative Credit Societies.
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Annexares.
I.—REPORT, ON THE WORK OF T S E  BOTANICAL AND MYCOLOGICAL DIVISION.

* 1» ------------
My c o lo g y .

CoNSiGNMENts of diseased plants for examination and report numbered 494, more than double 
those of 1916. Of these consignments, 250 were Hevea, 109 tear, and 21 coconut, the remainder including 
cacao, coffee, orange,-lime, grevillea, Tephrosia Candida, betel, plantain, dadap, acacia, tobacco, tomato, 
albizzia, paddy, chillies, brinjal, sorghum, maize, dhall, cherimoyer, mango, g^pe, cucumber, onion, 
Lim4 bean, Colocasia, cummin, Carum copticum, flamboyant, rose, jacaranda, and miscellaneous 
ornamental plants.

Visits have been made to most of the low-country districts during the year. These occupied 
seventy-eight days. Lectures on Hevea diseases were given a t Badulla, Passara, Haputale, Galle, and 
Ratnapura.

H evba .
Diseased pods and dead branches were generally cleared up on very many estates a t the beginning 

of the year. This probably had some influence on the absence of pod and leaf disease duriug 1917 ; but 
it may be expected tha t climatic conditions will usually be the chief factor governing the prevalence of 
this disease.' Several estates carried out experiments to determine the practicability of removing Hevea 
flowers or young fruits before the rain began. I t  is generally agreed that the former method is 
impracticable owing to  the position of the flower spikes among the young leaf ; and, according to  one 
experiment, the removal of the young fruits that are accessible costs about Rs. 20 per acre on ten-year-old 
trees. But as pod disease was not prevalent, the efficacy of this method could not be determined.

Clearing up all Hevea logs and stumps after thinning is now being generally carried out. Ustulina 
zonata is common on these deca3ung logs, together with Poriq Jiypobrunnea. Either of these affords a 
sufficient reason for the removal of felled Hevea. Only one more case of Poria hypobrunnea as a root 
disease of Hevea has been recorded, though the fungus is very common on Hevea logs, and has been 
found in that situation on every rubber estate visited. This abundance renders very improbable the 
theory*that Poria Tiypobrunnea is not propagated by spores. A further misconception is that the fungus 
cannot spread^by underground mycelium. In its earlier stages it forms well-developed strands on the 
exterior of the root, and experiments have shown that these can spread freely through the soil.

 ̂ In  three instances Albizzia stumps were found to serve as a  starting point for XJstulina zonata, 
which spread from their lateral roots to the roots of Hevea with which they happened to be in contact.

® Extensive attacks of brown root disease were in three cases found to be due to the development of 
the fungus on old cacao stumps. This fact has been known since 1906. Brown root disease was found 
on another estate on jak, ceara, suriya {Thespesia populnea), cacao, and Hevea, the starting point in this 
case being the Ceara. I t  has now been determined that the fructiflcation of brown root disease is a 
Femes, either Forms lamaoensis or a closely allied species, the supposed Hymenoohaete fructifications 
being merely abortive attempts to  produce the Femes sporophore. Fully-developed fructifications have 
now been found on Hevea, tea, and undetermined jungle stumps.

Fomes lignosus {semitostus) developed on one estate on cacao stumps, and killed HeVea and 
coconuts round them.

Preliminary investigations have been made of a Hevea bark disease (new to Ceylon) which first 
made its appearance in Uva, and is now known to occur in the Badulla, Haputale, Dumbara and 
Galagedara districts. This disease appears to be identical with the “ brown bast ” of the Federated 
Malay States, and is quite different from the ordinary Ceylon claret-coloured canker. At present, it  
appears to be confined to those districts which are dependent solely, or chiefly, on the north-east monsoon.

Tea.
Form hypobrunnea, previously known.to attack Hevea and Tephrosia Candida, Was foimd in one 

instance on tea.
A new thread blight of tea is under investigation. This differs from the common thread blight in 

causing a general bleaching of the outer layers of the cortex and in rapidly killing the leaf. Oidy one 
instance of its occurrence on tea has been recorded, but what appears to  be the same fungus has been 
found on Hevea and Strobilanthes. On Hevea, it has, as yet, only beep found on the branches.

A. new root disease, caused by Polypoms intermptus B. & Br., has occurred in two 6v three 
localities. I t  forms white strands on the root, which are rounder and more woolly than those of Fomis 
lignosus. • .

One of the numerous forms of branch canker has been imder investigation. The fungus cGncemed 
has been described as Macrophoma theicola ; it appears to have two other stages, which, however, havq 
not been completely investigated.

* A “ dieback” of plucked shoots was found to be caused by Didymostilbe Goffeae Zimm., a fungus 
originally found on coffee twigs in Java.

CoCONtTTS.
As mentioned above, Fomes lignosus {semitostus) has been found to  kill out cbconuts planted 

among rubber and cacao, where the cacao had been cut out and the stumps left to decay. ThS fungus 
spread underground from the cacao stumps to the coconut roots.

A disease of coconuts caused by a species of Ph3rtophthora appeaied in the Kurunegala District in 
the earlier part of the year. The disease has been proclaimed under the Plant Pests Ordinance, and a 
leaflet on thes subject issued. Steps are being taken to ascertain the extent of its distribution, and to 
ensure the treatment of affected trees. ^

Green MAntrRES, Shade iRSES, &0.
Diseases of Acacia decurrens and dadaps have been under investigation during the year. Irpex 

subvinosus B. & Br. has been found to cause root disease of Acacia deCUrrens, and other root diseases of 
this tree are being investigated. Fomes lucidas has caused root disease in Acacia melanoxylon, Albizzia 
moluccana, and Gasuarina equisetifoUa.

9(iv)18 - ■
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,The practice of felling grevllleas and leaving their stumps to decay has been responsible for the 
usual toll of tea bushes through the subsequent attack of Ustvlina zonata. On one estate this occurred 
over a large area. ' t*

Several diseases of Tephrosia candida have been kept under observation. Poriamypobrunnea is 
a frequent cause of root disease in this plant, and Irpex subvinosm B. & Br. has been fo^d to kill it by 
attacking the roots, fairly generally in some districts, after it has been lopped periodically f̂or about three 
years. One case of Rosellinia on Tephrosia has been recorded.

Miscellaneous.
The following parasitic fungi, or diseases, new to Ceylon, have been recorded during the year :— 

PJvytopMhora Golocasiae Rac., on Colocasia ; Phyiophthora Phaseoli Thaxt. (Downy Mildew), on Lima 
bean; 'Vermicularia Capsid Syd., on chillies (fruits), and a sclerotial root disease ; Vermicularia Capsid 
Syd., blossom end rot, and Cloeosporium phomoides Saco., on tomato fruits, and Oladosporium ftdmm  
Cooke, on tomato leaves; Sphaerella dtricola McAlp., on lem on; Phyllosticta disciformis Penz., on 
Seville orange and pumelo ; Colletotrichum gloeosporoides Penz. (Wither tip), on pumelo ; Macrpphoma 
Mantegazziana (Penz.) Berl. & Vogl, on Seville orange ; Sphaerdla Oastonis Sacc., on coconut leaves; 
SpJiaerella spinicola E. & E. aná Cercospora rosicola Pass., on rose; Cercospora Averrhoae Petoh (leaf spot), 
on kamaranga {Averrhoa Carambola L .) ; Phyllosticta Physaleos Saco, (leaf spot), on Cape gooseberry; 
Ascochyta Cyphomandrae Petch (leaf spot) and Mildew (Oidium), on tree tomato ; Cylindrocladium 
Pithecdlobii Petch (leaf spot), on inga saman {Piihemlobium Saman Benth); Pomes Caryophylli Rac., on 
stem of loquat; Ustulina zonata Lev., as root disease of tamarind.

F umigatomum.
During 1917 662 cases of tea seed, 66 cases of citrus fruits, and 376 miscellaneous packages o|, 

plapts have been treated a t the fumigatorium.
B otany.

About 400 specimens of flowering plants have been sent in for determination.
W eeds.

The jvater hyacinth re-appeared in the Kandy District in its old locahty, and also a t Kadugannawa. 
In March it was found at Rambukkana and Eadella, and a demonstration to headmen of the .district was 
given a t Pplgahawela. In July, it  was foimd at Wehgama, and similar demonstrations were given. In 
August a number of plants were discovered near Katugastota. In December several plants were seep 
towards Veyangoda. Paintings of the plant have been provided in the districts where it  iS known, or 
has been supposed, to occur. •

P ublications.
The following articles were contributed during the year to the Annals of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Peradeniya
Additions to  Ceylon Fungi, by T. Petch.
On the Formation of Nodules in the Cortex of Hevea brasiliensis, by G. Bryce.
Early Ceylon Seed lis ts , by T. Petch.
Revisions of Ceylon Fungi (Part V.), by T. Petch.
The Brazil Nut Tree in Ceylon, by T. Petch.
The Pollination of the Bombax, by T. Petch.

T. PETCH,
Peradeniya, January 28, 1918. Botanist and Mycologist.

II.—REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE ENTOMOLOGICAL DIVISION.

G EN ER A L ENTOM OLOGY.

Oeeice W oke.
N otes, correspondence, and specimens in this division haVe been placed upon the Card catalogue 

system, w ith the object of making the large amount of information more readily available.

* SebciaL P ests.
(а) Tea Tortrix {Somona coffearia).—^Prior to the arrival of the Special Entomologist, some 

observations Were made upon egg parasites in the Maskeliya district and upon the life history of the pest. 
On his arrival all notes and specimens collected were handed over to the Special Entomologist.

(б) Shot-hole Borer of Tea {Xyleborus fornicatus).— Ân account of the investigations is embodied 
in the report Of the Special Entomologist for the study of this pest.

(c) Flvied (Scale (Icerya purchasi).—Ant increase upon Acacia dec/arrens and other trees and plants 
necessitated attention being paid to this insect, especially as a few cases of this pest were found upon tea. 
In  addition, there was a large-increase in the distribution, which called for the appointment of an 
assistant, with a view to determining this distribution, and of giving advice in treatm ent to estates. This 
involved inspections of a large number of estates in the Dimbiila, New Galway, Nuwara EHya, and 
Hewaheta districts. Infottnation was gathered as to the prevalence oT absence of a ladybird, the larvæ 
of which feed upon the eggs of the scale insect, and it has been decided, with a view to assisting tbe local 
ladybird beetle in the control of the pest, to  import Vedalia cardinalis from South AfricEk. *

(d) Cutworm {Agrms ypsilon) on vegetable has been the subject of special study a t  Nuwara Eliya. 
Experiments have been carried out with poisoned bran as a bait, and moth traps have also been tried. 
The experiments are not yet complete.

(e) Ptinid Beetles (Necrobia rufipes and Silvanus surinamensis) have been reported as doing 
serious damage to stored copra. The m atter was taken up, bu t it  was concluded th a t nothing could be 
done before.proper sheds were erected for the storage of the prodUCt.
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OTfiER iNSECtS 6BgBBVED.
SoBfie attention has be$n given to tho Scolytid beetles in various trees a^d plants, with a view, 

not only to thaw ing light upon their little known life histories, but to  establishing their true relationship 
to agriflulture^nd also of borrovting some information for the study of shot-hole borer. The attack by 
Scolytids of tn |ee species or more in tapped surfaces of rubber treated with tar and liquid fuel has been 
brought to  the attention of the division by several planters, and tbe m atter lyas at once taken up. At 
present there is no Cause for anxiety, but there is a remote possibility of hs,rm resulting in the future.

Notes have been taken on the habits of more than twenty species in seventeen different trees and 
plants. Gocootrypis dactyliperda Fab. and Xyleborus compactu? Eich. are of some interest, the former 
entering the nuts of Myristica fragrans (nutmeg), and the latter having some connection with the growth 
of coffee.

TE A .
The following is a list of insects reported :—

J ìE P ÌD O P T E E A .

trc^nsluceus ; Brevipcdpus

Z eu zera  eqffeaé, òoffee bOrer ; ffe te ru s ia  
cingala, f e d  s ìtìg ; P syoM dae, bag Worm; 
E usehetna p a lm yra h  ;  ^ e l ip p a  sp. 

ISOyTEEA.
Calot$rmea m ili ta r is  and C, sp. ?, white 

ants.
DipiTeea.

Oscinis thecte.
R omopteEa.

L ecan iu m  Diride, green bug ; L . hem is- 
p h a ericu m ; C eyton ia  iheaicola. 

ÒErnoPTEBA.
AchcBta b im aculata.

AcaeiNa.
T d rso n y m m  

• oboiiatus.
RUBBER.

LEPtDOfrteEA.
O gtnocritis p ie r ia .

* Hoî opteea.
I ,  ‘ L écaniutn  sp. ? ; L . v ir id e  ; L . n igru m

C erdplastes sp, ?
Cooeopteea. ,

B aiocera rubus.
H vjienopteea.

C eratin a  v ir id is .
COCONUT. ■

LepidOpteea.
N-ephcmUs eerinopa.

OeThopteea.
Aularches miliaris.

HOMi)PTEEA.
A sp id io tu s  sp.

CACAO.
Lbpidopteea.

C om ooritis p ie r ia  ;  A rbela  quadrm ota ta .
PADDY.

LEfiDOPTBEA.
M a/rasm ia b ilin ed lis .

SUGAR CANE.
Lbpidopteea.

Qrapholita scMstaceana.
H omopteea.

Phenice moesta ; Pyrilla aberrane, bug.
COTTON.

LePidopteba.
Sylepta derogata.

Hbmipteea.
Dysdercus cingulatus.

INDAGO.
LEpidoptbea.

T in e id .
Homopteea,

A sp id io tu s  sp. ; D a cty lop iu s.
COLEOPTEEA.

• B ruchid.
CROTON.

H omoptbea.
¡cerya aegyptioca.

CINNAMON. ^
H omoptbea.

Lecanivm sp . ?
GROUND NUT.

Oethoptbea.'
Crickets.

VEGETABLES.
L e P i d O p t e e a .

Agrotis ypsdon,, edt worm ; PlUtelta maculù 
pennis ; Orocidolomia binbtalis. 

5YMENOPTEEA.
Dorylus onéntalis.

MUSTARD.
Procidplomia binotaliß.

BANDARKAI.
LEPIDOt>TEnA.

Tortricid.
H e m i p t b e .(ì..

pysdercus cingulatus. '

RosiOPTBBA.
Lscanium, sp . ; Bicania speculum.

b r i n j a l .
Leptocentrus sp .

CHILLIB. ’ . ■ •
Pulvinaria  sp . "  ’

T o m a t o . ' ’
Dactylopius.

BjEANS.
H b m i p t e e a .

Riptonus p^destris.
Diptbba.

Agromyza phaseoli.
CITRUS. .  -

HOMOPtEkA.
Oòccid ; LeCanium viride ; Aleyrodid. 

Coleopteea.
LOQUAT.

Lbpidopteea.
Eüproclis s p .  ?

H omopteea.
Aphid.

LÉTC H I.
H o m o p t e e a .

Tachardia alhizziae.
PLANTAIN.

COLEOPTEEA.
Odoiporus longicoUia.

CUSTARD APPLE.
L e p i d o p t b e a .

Zeumra coffeae.
DApAP.

L epidOpteea. •
Suana contolor ; Terastria meticulosalis ; 

Acherontia lachesis ; Spalgis epius. 
H omopteea.

Goccids ; Dactylopius citri  ;  D. crotonis. 
Hemiptbea. '

Anoploenemis phasiana.
OephoptEea.

Aularches miliaris.
t e p h r o s ia .

H oMopteea.
Cèropìasodes cajani ; Icerya sp . ?

Acaeuta.
Tetranychus sp.

A LB IZ Z IA . 1
L e p i d o p t e e a .

Terias silhetana.
G R EVILLEA .

Homopteba.
Coccids.

    
 



012 CEYLON ADMINISTEATION EEPORTS FOE 1917 [IV.—EditoatiON,

DIOSPyROS.

Cocoids.
DËSMODIUM PARVIFOLIUM .

Icerya purchasi.
TRRM INALIA  GLABRA.

Lepidopteba.
AntMma paphia.

MOMORDIGA CHARANTIA .
Diptbea.

Fruit flies.
JATR O PH A PODAGRICA.

H.OMOPTEBA.
Icerya aegyptiaca.

A B ER IA  GARDNERI.
Lepidopteba.

A tda phalantha.
ZIZYPH ÜS SP.

Oopcid.

CASSIA GRANpIS.
Lepidopteba.

Duomitus leuConopus.
C EpR ELA  TOORA,

Lepidopteba.
Hypsipyla robusta'.

MAPRAS THORN.
LepiDopteba,

Paychidae.
EUGENIA  MALACCENSIS.

H.OÎHOPTEKA.
Psyllidae.

GIANT BAMBOO.
Oregma bambifsae,

R o s e .
Icerya aegyptiam.

PSEUDARTHRIA v is c ip a .
Icerya sp.

CYCAS SP.
Ceroplastes flloridensis.

Eel worms (Nemaetoda) have been recorded on snake bean in Colombo in January and on dadap 
a t Eamboda in June.

- The land snail {Achatina .fúlica) has been especially plentiful around Kandy, and is spreading 
markedly. Lampyrid larvæ were found feeding upon them in some numbers a t  Katugastota, and in,, 
August spine experiments were carried out a t  Peradeniya to determine it these Lampyrids really fed 
upon the living snails. Several of the snails kept in the cages were actually killed by the larvae, but 
the latter are difficult to breed and also to  transport from place to place. The leech {Hsemadipsa 
zeylmica) was found attached to a snail a t Kandy in July.

L ectures and  P ublications . ,
A'lecture was given to the Dimbula Planters’ Association upon tea tortrix and fluted scale.
A leafl,et on fluted scale was published, and articles upon the pests of food crops appeared in 

the “ Tropical Agriculturist.”
_______  EDWAED E . SPEYER,

February 11, 1918. Acting Entomologist^

SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS IN TO  SHOT-H OLE BORER OF T E A .

L iterature  and  N otes.
All. the. material relating to shot-hole borer has been collected together, set apart, the notes 

copied and placed on a card catalogue system, and the identity of aU specimens has been re-determined. 
A correspondence has bepn carried on with the Indian authorities with a view to determining whether the 
pest has, or has not, appeared in any part of India, Assam, or Burma ; there can now be little doubt 
that the record of the insect in tea from Assam, and almost certainly those from Travancore are erroneous. 
Specimens of the insect have, however, been received from Bangalore in the castor oil tree. This lends 
further evidejjce to the surmise that the castor oü tree is the true host plant of Xyleborus fornifiotus, Eich. 
The borer has now been recotded in no less than twenty-three different plants belonging to twenty-three 
plant genera, only three of which are native to Ceylon.

E xperim ental W ork.
(a) Life Bistofy.— Ît has been found impossible to rear the insect to  m aturity from ̂ n y  stage 

of its life history, with the exception of the last larval and pupal stages, galleries from which the female 
parent beetle has been removed. This is no' doubt due m great part to the presence of the parent being 
essential for the removal of moulted larval skins and excreta ; a most important point in the attainment 
of an eflective control scheme.

(i>) Treatment of Prunings,—^Experiments have been carried out with special cages to determine 
conclusively to. What depth it  is necessary to bnry prunings in order to prevent escape of beetles from 
them. So far, and the experiments are incomplete, it has been found that a larger number of beetles 
escape from prunings btíried to a depth of 2 feet 6 mches than from those J)nried to depths of 2 feet,
9 inches, and 6 inches. The reason for this is not yet apparent.

Several experiments have been made in co-operation with planters to obtaiu a rough estimate of 
the loss of weight and manurial constituents occasioned by the burning of the woody portion of prunings, 
as compared with the gain from the burial of leaves and small twigs. I t  appears that less than half of the 
weight and of the constituents of manurial value are lost by the process of slashing the leaves, and ámall 
twigs from the prunings and burning the wood, though there is doubtless also a loss in soil aeration 
from the process.

(c) Treatment of young Tea.—Observations on various estates confirm that the methods of “ cutting 
across ” or “ slashing ” when bringing tea into bearing are most conducive to severe attack, and render 
any control iü. such tea very difficult^ Though young bushes allowed to run up for an extra period before 
bringing into bearing are often subject to considerable invasion, the latter can be in great part averted by 
the cutting out of infected branches a t a suitable timé before the bushes are pruned down.

(d) Paints.—Special attention has been paid to  the manufacture of a suitable paint for^pplication 
to bushes after pruning, to apt in such a way tha t adult beetles may be killed, and some protection may be 
afforded subsequently without injury to the bush. I t  has been established that an oil is an essential for 
the mixture, but so far it  has not been found possible to fulfil all the requirements necessary. Coconut 
oil and resin have been üsed on a large scale to determinecostof application, and a very large number of 
insects were destroyed by it, without permanent damage to the bushes but the cost of the mixture is too 
great. Several other oils are now being experimented with.
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(e) Tra/p Trees.—Branches of Terminalia cata/ppa were laid down at the Experiment Station to aet 
as a trap for the borer. Considering the small attack of borer in the tea plots, it is significant that a few 
beetles were attracted to the branches. The dying branches of this tree afford the only instance yet 
known of shof-iole borer breeding successfully in any other than healthy plant tissue, with the exception of 
cacao. * I t  is p»posed to carry out experimSits on a large scale with these branches and with castor oil trees.

(/) CoriMiol Pruning.—The experiment on 38 acres of tea at Poonagalla was completed in January. 
The results have been satisfactory, but the permanency and practicabihty of the scheme are not 
established. In  February another experiment was started on Moragalla estate, Galaha, and the'results, 
together with those from 90 acres at Sarnia, BaduUa, i t  is not yet possible to judge.

V isits to E states.
JThe following estates have been visited in connection with shot-hole borer work:—
January ; Poonagalla Group, Sarnia Group, Elmshurst, Yelverton, Mahakande, BeUwood, 

Moragalla.
February : Moragalla, Poonagalla Group.
M arch: Moragalla.
April; Sarnia Group, Hopton, Ambalangoda, Shawlands, Swinton, Haputale, Sherwood, Kelbume,' 

'Wiharegalla, Kalupahane, Batgodde.
May : Telbedde, Coho, Cullen, Augusta.
June : Rayigam, Halwatura, Gasnawa.
J u ly : Poonagalla Group.
August: Geragama, Kirimettia.
September : Poonagalla Group.

L ectitees.
Lectures on shot-hole borer were given to the Kalutara, KegaUa, and Dimbula District Planters’ 

Associations. "" '
P ublications.

A leaflet, with figure, was circulated to planters.
EDWARD R. SPEYER,

* ________ Entomologist for Shot-hole Borer.- -

,  SPECIAL INVESTIGATION INTO T E A  TO R TR IX .
THE*tortrix investigation was taken over by the Tortrix Entomologist on August 1, 1917. The 

nuifiber of letters received on the subject since that date being 80, and the number sent 125. Permits to 
forward material to the tortrix laboratory have been issued to 14 estates coming within “ The Insect 
Pest and Quarantine Ordinance, No. 5 of 1901,” for “ fluted scale” {Icerya pwrckasi). Sixty estates 
have been visited and examined, 14 in August, 23 in September, 7 in October, and 16 in November. 
Of which, 50 are in Central Province,- 9 in Uva, and 1 in Sabaragamuwa. E^hty-two estates are in 
correspondence and on the index file of the laboratory. In the course of 1918 an endeavour will be made 
to open eorrespondence and file every estate infected with tortrix.

A complete bibliography of Homona coffearia has been compiled. From field observations the food 
plants of H. coffearia other than tea up to the present moment number thirteen, and are as follows ;—
A m aryllidese  
Lauraeese . j

L egum inasse  

M yrtacese .

Euoharis grandiflora . .  L illy  
Oinnamomum caiwphora Cam phor
Persea gratissima 
Acacia decurrens 
Eryihrina lithosperma 
Pithecoldbium sam an. 
Ericalyptiis robusta

A vocad o  P ear  
A cacia  
D a d a p  
In g a  S am an  
R ed  (?) G um

G roteacese . .  Qrevillea robusta . .  G rev illea
R o sa cea  . .  Posa . .  R o se
S te r u b a c e se .. Theóbroma cacao . .  Cacao
U rticacese . .  Artocarpus integrifolia J a k
Verbenaceae Euranta plumeri . .  D u ra n ta

Psidium catileyanun . .  R ed  G uava

The insect has been observed in the field and in the laboratory on the above-mentioned plants. 
I t  has also been recorded by planters on citrus species, pelargonium vars., Acalypha sp., stephanotis, 
crysanthemum, michselmas daisy, sword bean, and cow bean. Research and experiments have been 
instituted to ascertain—

(1) The exact hfe cycle of the insect.
(2) The number of broods per annum.
(3) The egg-laying “ seasons ”" (for various localities).
(4) The effect of climate and elevation on the rate of increase of the pest.
(5) The variation of metamorphosis according to the altitude.
(6) The number, -value, and parentage of parasites.
(7) The value and benefit of predacious insects, birds, and bats.

*(8) The possibility of utilizing tendencies of protective resemblance of adults as a means of. 
trapping.

(1) Regarding the exact life history of the insect, it is yet too early in the iuvestigations to give a 
definite statement unaffected by the resiflts of previous investigators. I t  is preferable to allow at least 
2,000 individuals to emerge before giving definite figures, for the time occupied in the different periods of 
metamorphosis varies so much that it is advisable to get many results before working out the average. 
The life cycle has been completed in the laboratory, and is being worked upon every d ay ; a t the close 
of the check and up-country experiments a detailed report will be submitted.

(2) To% sc^ain the number of broods per annum necessitates a year’s study of the insect.
(3) The remarks under (2) embrace the question of egg-laying seasons. A has been stated by E. E.

Green* ; “ My ow n..........observations lead me to think that the principal egg-laying season occurs during-
the earlier months of the year, from February to April or May, during which time two or more broods 
follow each other in rapid succession^ but this requires corroboration.”

* “Tropical Agriculturist,” 'Vol. XXXVI., p. 329.
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(4) The effect of climate has been very noticeable. Heavy and continuous rain appears detrimental 
to the propagation of the insect. Those which have completed the final ecdysis appear to pupate 
prematprely in an endeavour to escape the harmful circiimstances. An interesting poiiÿ in connection 
with this is that from 75 to 85per cent, of tîieseprematurely pupated insects are males, l i t i s  noticeable 
in inclement weather that the majority of a brood turn out males. At first the investi^ tor was led to 
believe that this Was a question of sex determination by environmental influence, but i€ appears on the 
evidence of investigation it is merely a matter of the males being more capable of enduring adverse 
circumstances. Conditions opposing the continuation of the species cause what appear an excess of males, 
but Which in reality is an elimination of females. This is probably one of the reasons why in excessively 
wet Weather tortrix “ disappears,” there being a too meagre proportion of females to continue the race.

One, if not the chief, reducing factor in wet weather is the so-called “ scour.” This m’alady 
takes the form of a severe diarrhoetic condition of the larvæ ; i t  is brought about by the absorption, during 
feeding, of a superabundance of moisture,' which appears to hinder assimilation and sets up an irritation 
of the alimentary canal. Thorough nutrition is prevented, the larvæ become anæmic, development is 
arrested, and death quickly occurs. ~ ^

Of other sicknesses to which tortrix larvæ are subject, and which have come under observation, 
may be mentioned several fungi: Yeast affecting the internal anatomy and causing death ; GibeUula on 
pupæ; Isaria and Cephalosporium on larvæ; “ W ilt” has lately been observed on tortrix larvæ, and 
will receive the research it warrants.

The yéast presents an interesting problem. Numerous larvæ found dead in the fields have shown 
on examination what may be called, for a better term, a “ congested ” state of the internal anatomy 
caused by yeast. An epidemic that raced through the laboratory cultures showed evidence of yeast. 
The economic importance of this fungus as affecting tortrix wiU be investigated.

Dry weather appears to favour the development of the insect, for, according to general opiniog 
and that of previous investigators, February, March, April, and May are the most serious months of 
tortrix attack.

The south-west monsoon is responsible for a general distribution of the pest. AU ridges exposed 
to this monsoon become infested. The investigator has suggested,' and in two cases advised, the planting 
of dadaps along south-west ridges to test their practicability as tortrix traps. I^ is expected this screen 
of dadaps wiU break the drive,"or forced flight, of the adults, and with careful and periodical examination 
of the trees, eggs and larvæ may be collected, and thus prevent a general distribution through the tea 
of the south-west aspects. ' * ‘ •

(5) Seven experiments have been instituted up-country in order to ascertain the variation of 
metamorphosis according to altitude and locality. These are : Three in Maskeliya a t elevatjpns of 4,000, 
4,200j and 5,000 feet ; one in Agrapatna a t 4,000 feet; one in Talawakele a t 4,200 feet ; one a t Pundalusoya 
at 5,200 feet ; and one at Bogawantalawa at 4,000 feet. The objects of the experiments are to ascertain—

(«) The exact periods occupied in the various stages of metamorphosis.
(6) The proportion of males to females.
(c) How soop after emergence fecundation takes place.
(d) How loog mating occupies.
(e) At what period of the day or night fecimdation takes place.
(/) How soon after copulation the male dies.
(s') How soqp after imprégnation egg laying takes place.
(A) How long egg laying takes place.
(i) How many eggs are laid per female.
()'} How many eggs are laid per mass. ^
(¿) What period of day or night egg laying takes place.
(l) How soon after egg laying the female dies.
(m) If the larval environment immediately before pupation appears to have any control of sex.
(n) If the pupal environment appears to influence sex.
(o) If température appears to influence sex. * ‘
^6) As to th&number, value, andpaientage of parasites, the foUowing facts have been ascertained :—
There are two on the egg : Trichogramrm awstralicum, T. minutum, or Trichogrammatœida nana (? ). 

These have been reported from Hanguranketa, Alton, Midlothian, and Mottingham estates, the total 
number of parasitized eggs being 46. No parasites have been observed since August, though over 9,000 
egg masses have been examined from the various districts.

Two species of Proetrotrypidæ, Genus Proctrotrypes.
Two Ophionidæ; Ophion hica/finatue and Phytodiætm càpuæ, and one Syrphidæ, have been 

hatched from tortrix larvae, and a Ghalcid, genus Leucospsis, has been developed from the pupæ.
There is no lack of parasites, but the rate of increase of the parasites as against that of the host, 

together with the climatic influehce on the development of both, must be carefully considered before the 
percentage of utility of the parasites can be ascertained.

Should the egg parasites appear in sufficient abundance to permit of extensive propagation, there 
is little doubt that by the application of time and money for the. development and distribution of these 
parasites the pest would be systematically reduced along natural lines to such an extent that by the 
adoption of economic artificial measures any local outbreak of the pest would be immediately checked.

(7) The value and benefit of predacious insects, birds, and bats are being closely studied
Of predaciqus insects, the investigator is not in a  position to ^ e a k  except of one family, namely, 

the mason wasps, which have been observed. These account for a number of larvæ, by removing them 
from the curled leaves and carrjdng them to their nests as food for their own species.

Birds present a unique problem. On the evidence of what is known of tortrix and the study made 
of the habits of the inse<#ivorous birds of Ceylon it is evident that these birds do not reduce tortrix to any 
appreciable extent, but that they devour the parasites of the tortrix and so tend to promote the 
continuance of the pest. Research is being continued on this point.

Of insectivorous bats, the Rhinolophidæ, Nyeteridæ, VespertiHonidæ, and Emballonuridæ are 
under observation, and an analysis of the stomach contents being made to. ascertain the percentage, if 
a n y , of to r tr ix  devoured in tortrix areas.
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(8) By studying the qualities of protective resemblance of the adults, with a view to trapping 
them by placing material affordiug shelter and colour resemblance, a system of traps may prove useful; 
but this matter hinges on the question of egg-laying “ season,” for to trap males that have fertilized 
females, and f í a l e s  which have already oviposited will be a waste of time and money. When the 
egg-laying “ selsons ” are accurately ascertained, these traps may prove beneficial in arresting egg laying.

In the n ^ r  future experiments wiU be made to find, if possible, an economical, practical, and useful 
wash to spray tea bushes to kill the laryse, and at the same time cause no injury to the bushes or to the 
tea sample.

N. K. JARDINE,
Peradeniya, January 24, 1918. ---------------------------  Entomologist for Tea Tortrix.

■ IIL^REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE CHEMICAL DIVISION.
During the year I  was in residence 187 days at Peradeniya Experiment Station, and for five 

month% acted for Mr. C. Drieberg as Secreta.ry of the Ceylon Agricultural Society, in addition to my 
other duties. Several yisits were made to the Chüaw and Negombo coconut experiments, and to 
Anuradhapura re the Nachchaduwa land settlement scheme and for potash experiments. Visits were also 
made to Mannar, MuUaittivu, GaUe, and other places to inspect the Agricultural Society’s experimental 
grounds, &e. As Chairman of the Sub-Committee of the Miscellaneous Industries Commission and member 
of othey Süb-Cominittees and the Land Settlement Committee, several visits were made to different parts 
of Ceylon, especially with regard to Sardine canning, glass making, and the local production of charcoal 
and acetic acid, potash, and paper-making and tanning materials. Inquiries have also been made as 
to the local manufacture of chocolate, and numerous experiments conducted in Colombo to find a process 
ior the manufacture of caffeine from tea fluff and red leaf, with satisfactory results.

The question of using Jaffna matting for packing rubber has also been investigated, and mats 
supphfed for a trial shipment of some tons to England for report. The cost of suitable mats for 120 to 
150 lb. of rubber is about 42 cents in Colombo, and if tied Mth coir rope instead of hoop iron the total 
cost should be under 75 cents, or O’5 cents per lb. of rubber. Should the reports on the rubber be 
satisfactory, an unhmited supply of matting made to a standard size can be obtained from Jaffna and 
the ne^hbouring islands, and an industry established of considerable benefit to the cultivators.

Potash Manufacturo.—^Experiments were made at Anuradhapura and Iranaimadu on burning 
jungle fop ásh,* the yield being approximately the same in each case, but considerably below previous 
experiments at Vavuniya. At Iranaimadu'the experiment was kindly carried out by Mr. T. Hamer, 
the jtingle was mostly small palu growing in the tank bed. Two acres yielded fifty sacks of ash weighing 
1 ten 14 cwt. 3 ^ r. and 5 lb. a t a total cost of Rs. 164, including cost of an overseer and sacks. The 
ash contained about 6 per cent, potash, and with the hme and phosphoric acid was Worth about Rs. 54 
per ton. Much of the ash was said to have been lost by high winds, and costs could be considerably 
reduced in practice. Shallow pits giving a 50 feet radius for carrying the material were foimd most 
suitable for the burning.

At Anuradhapura the leaves, small branchesvand undergrowth only were burned, after the removal 
of firewood for the railway. About fourteen bags of ash were obtained per acre worth approximately 
Rs. 56. Here also the contractor states that the cost per ton can be greatly reduced with practice. The 
results are inconclusive, but point to the advisability of further experiments being made after the 
north-east monsoon under personal supervision. Other sources of potash examined were the mother liquor 
from salt pans, plantains, coconut husk, and shells, and the plant Artemesia vulgaris (wormwood), which 
is largely gif)wn as a hedge in the Nuwara Ehya District. The ash of the latter is rich in potash, 37’ 8 
per cent., and is Worth about Rs. 180 per ton, the air drought plant containing 7‘ 1 per cent, of ash. 
Coconut husks, averaging slightly over 1 lb. in weight, gave !• 7 per cent, of ash, containing 15’ 5 per cent, 
of potash and 27' 6 per cent, of chlorine as salt. An average yield is 33’ 8 cwt. of husks per acre, equal 
to one ton of ash from 36’ 5 acres. A potash salt containing 26* 7 per cent, of potash is now being 
manufactufed from coconut hilsk and put on the market.

Coconut shells averaging O' 37 lb. each gave O' 48 per cent, of ash, containing 24' 5 per cent, of 
potash and 8'1 per cent, of chlorine as salt. These ashes were madfe by Mr. A. E. Rajapakse at Negombo. 
By more complete burning the percentages of potash and other useful constituents of the ash can be 
considerably increased.

Inquiry was also made as to paper-making materials, and Various woods were examined. Coconut 
leaves yielded a fair amount of cellulose easily bleached, and it is estimated that the annual yield per 
acre of mature leaves is 14,000 lb., which would give 1,120 lb. of cellulose. The lagoon at MuUaittiyu 
has an area of about 1,000 acres covered with a dense growth of bulrushes 6 feet to 8 feet high. This 
material yielded 21 per cent, of cellulose after treatment with 5 per cent, caustic soda, which was reduced 
to 14' 7 per cent, with further boiling under pressure. The difficulty in obtaining a suitable “ half stuff ” 
in Ceylon either by the' mechanical or the sulphite process is owing to the great variation in the trees of 
the forests of Ceylon. A process to prepare mechanical wood pulp and compress it into boards for packing 
material as suggested by Mr. P. Lewis might'be feasible, and help to solve the question of boxes for the 
chief exports.

Tanning Materials.—^Analyses were made of Cassia and Acacia barks, some of which yield valuable 
tannins, but the percentage varies considerably a t different periods. A<xma ebúrnea grows freely in the 
Mannar District, but the old bark contains only 1 • 33 per cent, of tannin. Cassia auriculata is common 
in the dry zones, the bark containing 12' 48 per cent, of tannin. This is largely employed in Indian 
tanneries, the leather being consistently good. Rights of collection are sold by the Forest Department.

The analytical work conducted in Colombo includes analysis of food stuffs, papain, tobacco, 
iron ores anfl other mineral manures, limestones, waters, weeds, green manures, wood ashes, soils, &e. 
The latter included samples of black soil from near Tunukkai, in the N o r th ^  Province, kindly taken 
by the Government Agent, Ndrthem Province. This hlack soil extends over a large area between the 
North road and Mannar District, where the cMmate and rainfall should be suitable for cotton cultivation. 
The soils are in a fine state of division, but contain little colloidal clay; during drought they contract, 
forming wide deep cracks. Compared with Mississippi cotton soils, they are much poorer in potash 
and phosphoric acid, but about equal in lime and magnesia. Compared with the black cotton soils of
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..-the Madras Presidency in South Arcot and Madura, they are richer ii> nitrogen, but rather poorer in 
potash and phosphoric acid. The percentage of lijne ahd magnesia is variable in both cases, but all the 
Tunnkkai soils are neutral or alkaline in reaction, and are very poor in actual humu^*. The climate 
is drier than iu the Anuradhapura District and more suitable for cotton cultivation, bilt is said to be 
very unhealthy. f

The ash and chlorine figures of the tobaccos grown a t the Experiment Station in Jaffna were 
investigated owing to their effect on the burning qualities, also the Well Waters used for irrigation purposes. 
The chlorine was less than in previous years, and averaged 1*28 per cent, on the dry tobacco, and the 
ash averaged 18' 12 per cent.

Papain.^Tlh.'b production of papain has extended, and several samples were tested for purity. 
Generally, the purity was good. The experiments on fhe yield from long and round fruits showed little 
difference.

Lmestowes.—Several samples were analysed, most of which contained a- large proportion of 
magnesia, and were in consequence of no manurial value. One sample contained the proportion of 
lime to magnesia as found in Dolomite, and most can be described as dolomitic limestones. Coml lime 
was generally pure, but was not always weU burned, owung to the poor fuel available near the coast. ‘ 
Improvement is required in this respect.

Iron Ores.— Ân iron ore with crystalline structure from Peradeniya district contained 94‘40 
per cent, of oxide of iron, with a specific gravity of 6’ 09. A sample of iron ore from the Matara District 
occurring anlarge nodules with a silvery fracture was a variety of iron pyrites (iron sulphide) containing 
67’ 2 per cent, oxide of iron and with a specific gravity of 5’ 2.

Paddy Analysis.—^Three samples of low-grown paddy and one of hfil paddy were'analyzed. The 
latter contained rather more protein and less ash fibre and starch than the low-grown paddy. The 
composition was very similar, the most marked feature being the high proportion of silica in the ash in* 
each case, viz., 77' 4 and 74' 5 per cent.

Leiwsena Glavm Seeds.—^The pods and seeds were analysed, the latter having an analysis somewhat 
similar to linseed meal. The nutritive ratio of the seeds and linseed meal is 1 :1  • 9 and 1 :1 • 6 respectively, 
while the total food units are 131 and 137. The seed and leaves are largely employed in Mauritius as 
cattle food, and may prove useful in the Jaffna District, where fodder is so deficient in the dry months.

Rubber.—^Manurial experiments at Gangaroowa were continued throughout the year, the pro5>ortion 
of nitrogen, phosphoric acid, and potash being increased in the respective plots. AH excqpt the mineral 
mixture plot show a slight increase over 1916. The average yield per tree from g-11 the plots is 4‘ 13 lb. per 
tree, the phosphoric acid plot giving 4‘ 621b., the nitrogen plot 4‘ 451b., and the potash plot 3‘ 731b. per treq,

■ The lowest plot is that manured with mineral mixture, the yield being 3' 59 lb. per tree. •
Tea.—^The green manuring experiments have been continued, and further improvement is recordted, 

especially in the ManipUri plot 149, originally interplanted with dadaps. Calculated to 2,722 bushes 
per acre the crop has now increased to 2,083 lb. per acre in 1917, and an average of 1,764 lb. per acre 
since 1914 and 1,290 lb. per acre for the previous seven years.

Riot 144, AssamrHybrid Ja t interplanted with dadaps in 1912, also shows a marked improvement 
over plot 145 untreated. The average yield of the two plots for seven years 1907 to 1913 was 860 lb. 
and 808 lb. respectively, and from 1914 to 1917, when the effect of the dadaps had been felt, the average 
yields Were" 1,827 lb* and 1,091 lb.

During the second half of 1917 certain acre plots have been divided for annual manuring 
experiments and manured m duplicate with mixtures containing 20 lb. of one or more of the chief 
manurial constituents: nitrogen, phosphoric acid, and potash. . ^

Although the average yield of tea from aU the plots has been maiutained, deterioration of the wood 
is marked in the plots without permanent green manures.

-January 26, 1918. M. KELWAY BAMBER,
.Government Chemist.

IV.—report on the Work of school gardens.
Changes.— M̂r. C. Drieberg, the Superintendent, was onleave from January to May, and again went 

on four months’ leave from October 1. Mr. C. D. W. Kannangara, the Head Clerk, was transferred to the 
Prisons Department, and was succeeded by Mr. U. B. Unamboowe on September 1. Mr. C. P. Grispeyn, 
Assistant Foreman of the Stock Gatden* was seconded for service as an Instimctor of the Agricultural 
Society. The vacancy caused by this transfer has not been filled. The office of the Superintendent, 
wtioh was in the Royal Botanic Gardens, Was removed tn  the Government Stock Garden, Peradeniya 
JUpctiOn.

School Oardens.-^hd total number of registered Government school gardens at the end of the 
year was 335, as compared with 327 in 1916. There are also 68 gardens attached to grant-in-aid schools, 
against 57 the year before. Dwing to the curtailment of votes, the strictest economy had to be observed 
in supplying implements, &c., to school gardens during the year. The cost of these implements has 
risen by 80 per cent, since 1914. I t  is, however, encouraging to find that the teachers themselves 
haVe realized these drawbacks, and that they are continuing to maintain a Hiigh standard of efficiency, 
nptwithstanding the many dipculties they had to face. Gratifying testimony of the Value of the work in 
Ceylon comes from Mr. J. Harward, late Director of Education in Ceylon. Writing to the Superintendent 
from Queensland on August 5,1917, he says : “ Everything'that I  saw has convinced me of the value of 
the school garden movement. In  some parts of Queensland they are doing some good work with it, but 
not nearly so much as they might or ought, nor so much as you are doing in Ceylon.”

The following is the award list for the year under review :— ,  *
^  Western Province.

Special awards of Rs. 26 : Hunumulla and Kiriwattuduwa.
Rs. 20 awards : Paragastota.
Rs. 15 awards : Alutgama, Kirindiwela, Danowita, Bellapitiya, and Talahitiya.

-  Rèi .10 awards : Kurikotuwa, Bandurugoda, Galpata, Govinna, Ilhmbe, Tantirimulla, Kumbaloluwa, 
Uduwara, Walallawita, Mugurugampola, and Handapanigoda.
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Central Province-,
Special awards of Es. 25 : Alawa.tugoda and Gupnepana Girls. ,,
Rs, 20^awards : Ankptabura, Pajranagama, and JlediWake,
Rs. 16 alvards : Kobbekaduwa, YataWatta, and Galgedawela.
Rs. 10 ^ ftrds ; Akutuna^ paranaganja Girjs, H^loluwa, Ppdiyapelellft, Kalugala, Pusela, Menikdewila, 

Gnnnepana, BtlfcaWatta Girls, and Handessa,
Southern Provirice.

Special award of Rs. 25 : Horadugoda.
Rs. 20 award : liagoda.
Rs. 15 awafds : YakulUgamUwa, Nihilpwa, fissajuaharama, Alapftladeniya, Kotapola, apdNarandeniya.
Rs. 10 awards: TaWalama, Gonagala, Opata, Talpawila, Paraduwa, BérelapanatAra, Warapitiya, 

iTrufiokka, Bopagoda, Rotuipba, and Aparakka.
• Northern Province.

Rs. 10 award: Mamaduwa (Etambagaskada).
Eastern province.

its . 20 award: Eravur.
, ■ North-Western Province.

Special awards of Rs. 25 : Royagama, Nakl^awatta, K^nkaniyarpulla, and Makapdura.
Rs. 20 awards : Awulegama, Weuda, Ibbagamuwa, and Borawewa.
Rs. 15 a -^ rd s: Walahapitiya, Wekada, Bandarakoswatta, Wariyapola, Galgamuwa, BalaUa, 

Mahananneriya, innbanpola, and Wadakada.
Rs. 10 awards: Ehetuwewa, Gokarella, Medamulla, ParnmennaWetiya, Buluwela, GOnigoda, Girilla, 

and Poramadal.
, North-Central Province,

Rs. 15 awards : Eppawala and Ralapanawá.
•  Rs. 10 awards : Mahaelagamuwa, Mahamankadawala, and Jammnttuganaa..

Province Of TJva.
Special awards of Rs. 25 : Tennapangilwa.
'Ra. lO awards : Haputale, Ettampitiya, Bibilegepna, apd DlkweHp.

Province of Sahmgtxniuwa,
Special awards of Rs. 2S : Madampe, Balan^oda Girls, ánd Beddawela.
Rs. 20 awards : Pallekanda and Getiyamulla.
Rs. 16 awards : Opanaika, Anabepussa, and Wakirigala.
Rs. rO aVards : Galagama and Pallekanda Girls.
The main objects of school gardens proper if.e., making the simroundings of the school interesting 

and attractive, encouraging neat and.methodical work, inculcating a pride in manual: labour, as VeU 
as eerving as a means of introducing new products to backward districts) have been attained. I t  was, 
however, felt necessary to co-ordinate the work of the school garden and the classroom so as to develop 
the educational side of the work as far as possible. With this object in view a number of school gardens 
in central situations have been selected with a view to initiating this special work. Ultimately the 
scheme of co-ordinated nature teaching will be extended to all garden schools.

Home Gardens.—^Eor several years past school children have been encouraged to establish snip'll 
plots attached to their dwellings and work them on the same lines as their school gardens. Further 
impetus to this movement was given by the assistance of the Director of Education, who has called 
upon teachers to pay special attention to this important work, whüe the Ceylon Agricultural Society 
has undertaken to award a number of medals to teachers and certificates to boys showing the best results.

Poultry Scheme.—A. scheme for the improvement of the village poultry through schools has, with- 
the approval of the Director of Education, been launched on the initiative and with the assistance of the 
Hon. Dr. H. M. Fernando, who has also supplied the necessary pens of birds. The scheme requires that the 
breed (white leghorns) be kept pure, and that the eggs produced be sold to the school boys at ordinary rates, 
on the imderstanding that they should only be used for hatching purposes, the proceeds of such sales going 
to the teacher., 'A t.the end of a year a prize of Rs. 5 wUl be awarded to the best pair of pure bred birds 
feared by the boys in thek own homes at each centre. The following schools have been supplied:—

Wahakotte’ Reman Catholic school, Teldeniya Church Mission Society school, and Matugama 
gkls’ vernacular school. It-is intended to gradually extend the operation of the scheme.

Government Stock Garden.— T̂he work of the Government Stock Garden, which was moved to 
Peraderdya Junction in the early part of last year, was carried on ,as satisfactorily as ckcumstances 
permitted. Nurseries of local varieties of fruits and ornamental plants have been maintained and added 
to considerably. 4,997 econonnc and ornamental plants and 4,404 packets of seeds were distributed 
among school gardens during the year.

The Ceylon Agricultural Society distributed during the year about 8,981 packets of vegetables 
and curry stuff seeds to school gardens and home gardens.

ALEX. PERERA,
Acting Superintendent, Low-country Products 

Peradeniya, January 31, 1918. and School Gardens.

V.—REPORT ON THE WORK OF BOTANIC GARDENS.
* ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS, PERADENIYA.

' New Works.
The principal new work undertaken and completed dining the year was in the southern section, 

where a considerable amount of levelling and terracing has been effected. The work necessitated the 
transfer of abortion of the new palmetum to the slope below the former draughtsman’s quarters. This 
area has been cleared of much superfluous growth of old trees, bamboo, ca%ao, &c., and the surface 
levelled. I t  has been decided to utilize the ground for an extension of the pahnetum.

I t  was decided that the Gardens cooly lines under construction should be within the Gardens 
precincts, and they are now in course of erection in the bend of the bank of the river behind the Gardens 
subordinate staff quarters. Two out of three of the lines were almost completed by the Publio Works, 
Department by the end' of the year.

9(iv)18
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CULTIVATIOil, P eUNTNQ, &C.
The borders of trees, shrubs, &c., on both sides of the Main Central drive have had special attention, 

the front portion being thoroughly dug, manured, and cleared of Coarse roots and weecto Most of the 
shrubs, &o., in the front three rows were transplanted and re^aifanged, the commoner lands reduced in 
number, and interesting or showy kinds added. ' /

The Nepenthes border has been overhauled, and a border of, the named lilies (Hippeastrums, &o.) ■ 
planted near the orchid house.

Much useful pruning,^ shaping, or thinning out of trees have been effected during the year.
A large tree of ScMzolobium excelsum, which for many years formed a conspicuous object, leaning 

overthe Main Central drive, had to be cut down, as it  was considered unsafe. A large specimen of 
Hv/ra crepitaris. near by having died from root disease, and several other trees which were either 
similarly affected or had been overcrowded, were also removed, the ground being afterwards liberally 
treated with lime.

O u t .
• A hhmber of neiv additions have been made, and such plants as had attained to a sufficient size 

were planted ont in their respective natural orders in the arboretum or in nther selected sites.
A mixed croton hedge was planted oh the west boundary of the ornamental nurseries. Preparations 

were begun for planting hedges along the boundaries of the compounds of the ne-̂ y bungalows for the 
clerical staff, and some 170 feet of Hibiscus hedge was planted before the end of the ̂ ear.

PiroiT AND See d  P e o d u c t io n .
The year was, on the whole, unusually poor in regard to fruit production. Mangosteen and 

rambutan trees in the gardens failed to  bear any fruit ; while durian, mango, and avocado pear bore ver^ 
sparsely. A  Brazil nut tree produced 33 fruits, from which 216 selected seeds were obtained and sown for 
raising stock.

Rubber seed production was normal, though somewhat lower a t Henaratgoda than usual. 127,000 
seeds from the old trees were collected. A total of 119,000 seed were sold, and the balance were sown 
‘in nurseries. No. 2 tree produced only 776 seeds, and these were sown a t Peradeniya Experiment 
Station for propagation and selection. ,

N otes oe B o t an ic al  I n t e e e st . . .

AgatMs robusta, the Kauri pine of Queensland, introduced a t Peradeniya in 1865, produced fertile 
seeds here for the first time, and some eighty seedhng plants have been raised. The honour of first 
raising pláhts from locaUy-produced seed is, however, due to Mr. E. H. Fraser, of Pitakande Group, Matale. 
His trees preceded those a t Peradeniya by a few months, and he kindly presented the Gardens with a 
number of seedlings. I t  has been decided to plant an avenue of this handsome tree in the Gardens during 
thè next rainy season. ~

Araucaria Gunninghamii, the Moreton Bay pine, another handsome coniferous tree of Eastern 
Australia, introduced here in 1848, produced fertile seed early in the year on Goonambil estate, Wattegama, 
and Mr. C. Gibbon, the Superintendent, kindly contributed five well-established seedling plants to the 
Peradeniya coUection.

Bailcsea insignis, a striking leguminous tree of tropical Africa, introduced a t  Peradeniya in 1902, 
having flowered fOr the last three years consecutively, has this year produced a few seeds for the first time.

Galphimia brasiliensis and G. nutans flowered Itere during the year fòr the first time. Acanthus, 
pubescens, which also flowered and fruited for the first time, is an acquisition to our omame«tal flowering 
shrubs. A stock ha's been propagated both for distribution and planting in the Gardens.

A cc lim a tiza t io n .
Persian Glover [Trifolium resupinatum).—Seed of this valuable fodder plant was obtained from 

Northern India in June, with the object of testing its suitability to the climate. Some were sown at once 
a t  Peraderdya and Hakgala, and germinated freely within a week. Subsequently, however, the seedlings 
a t  Peradeniya languished and died, but those a t Hakgala Gardens have survived' so far, though it is yet 
too early to state how far the plant is likely to become an acquisition as a stock feed.

Hymenodictyon timoriense Span., the bark of which is said to be “ an astonishing though little 
known remedy for dysentery and flesh wounds,” was kindly presented to  the-Gardens by the Bombay- 
Java Trading Co„ Batavia. The tree is a native of Timor and neighbouring islands, ‘and is commonly 
Jmown as Pasolar, tho  bark being known as. “ Kayoe Timor bark.” One plant has survived out of two 
received, and this appears to be now reasonably well established.

P ests.
The so-called “ Kalutara snail ” [Achatina fúlica), though a scourge in Kandy for the last five or 

six years, has not become prominent a t Peradeniya until recently. Collecting and destroying the snails 
and their egg masses- has so far prevented the pest, from obtaining a firm hold in the Gardens, but it is 
becoming firmly established, in the neighbourhood.

The dodder parasite [Guscuta chinensis) made an appearance x)n grass in the northern end of the 
Gardens early in the year, having apparently been brought across from the other*side of the river, where 
it is somewhat plentiful. I t  was, however, soon eradicated.

Several species of the parasitic Loranthus continue to  be troublesome in the Gardens, attacking 
numerous trees quite irrespective of their botanical affinity. Coolies have been employed from time to 
time on keeping the plant in check by butting out and burning it.

%
0  MiS'OELLANBOXrS. . *

The work of making gardens a t the new bungalows in Colombo for Government officers, commenced 
in 1916, was completed a t the end of October, 1917. Forty-five gardens in all were taken in hand on 
sites which consisted alhiost exclusively of loose sand ; soil and manure were brought in, lawns made, and 
hedges, shade trees, fee.* planted, further development being left to the occupants. The, average cost 
p e r  gard en  was Rs. 630. • ‘
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General, Hospital, Colombo.—Improvements in the vicinity of new Merchants’ Ward were imdertaken 
and carried out during the year rmder the supervision and advice of this Department.

Fodder Ji^ass Trial at Diyatalawa.—On the initiative of the Military authorities, the subject of 
growing»fodderteasses a t Diyatalawa was reported on by the-.Superintendent of Botanic Gardens. A 
plot was selectee near the military camps, prepared and planted towards the end of the year ttdth Mauritius 
grass {Panicum \iiuticum), Paspalum dilatatum, and Guiuea grass' {Panicum maximum) with a view to 
determine the practicability of growing such grasses in this locality for supplying the Ceylon Mounted 
Rifles horses when at camp. The work is still in progress.

The Superintendent visited and reported on the sacred bo-trees {Ficus religiosa) at Jayasekarama 
and '^Uakaratnarama temples, and also attended to  planting trees a t the Royal College, naming and 
labelling trees in the grounds of the Colombo Museum, Railway Head Office grormds, improvement a t 
Diyatalawa Gamp, and of the military hospital grounds, Kandy.

. I nter ch ang e  oe P lan ts  a n d  Se e d s .
Exchanges with other botanic institutions abroad have been necessarily restricted. Thus, the 

receipts were 238 packets of seeds and 90 plants ; issues, 280 packets of seeds and.180 plants. A large 
number of plants, cuttings, and bulbs were issued free to  Government institutions in the Island,, chiefly 
to new Government bungalow gardens in Colombo before completion. The sale of plants sold to the 
pubhc during the year realized Rs. 1,859’10, and tha t of seeds Rs. 279’60, the latter including Rs. 60'50 
for Hevea seed.

M eteorological .
The year has been, on the whole, unusually wet, being 13’66 inches above the average for the 

last thirty-four years. The total fall was 108-96 inches, which fell on 138 days. The heaviest fall in 
dfny 24 hours was on May 2, viz., 3 • 68 inches. No month had less than 4 inches of rain, while November 
had. the heaviest, viz., 19-25 inches.

BO TAN IC GARDENS, H A K G A L A .
The following is a report by the Curator, Mi-. J . J . Nock :—
• “ Ge n e r a l .
“ ThQ shrubbery above the upper pond was overhauled during the early part of the year. The 

drives were picked over a t the end of January, and through the courtesy of the Provincial Engineer, 
Nnwara Eliya, they were rolled with the steam roller. The paths were also seen to early in the year, 
and all side’and cross drains put in order. The barbed wire fence rotmd the Garden has beejkTepaired, 
and*new gates made a t the various entrances to the jungle, &c.

“ T h e  P o nds .
“ Several plants, sueh as Exacum macranthum, Grinum album, G. giganteum, G. Moorei, Richardia, 

and Gyperus papyrus have been planted round the upper pond. The Cyperus was obtained from 
Peradeniya and is growing very well.

- “ Early in November fifty-five small trout were received from the Honorary Secretary, Ceylon 
-Fislung Club, and put in the upper pond.

“ The Alsophila crinita planted along the banks of the lower pond three years ago are growing well.
“ Shccttlent Collection .

“ The*foUowing plants have been added to the collection :—Senecio ficoides, Phyllocq^tus sp., 
Echeveria metallica, Epiphyllum Busselianum, and Aloe saponaria.

“ The open drain running along the top of the coUeotion is beiug rebuilt, and will be eventually 
covered over and room made for an extension of the collection.

•  “ A cacia  Collectio n .
“ A piece of ground above the path leading from the fernery to the nursery has been set aside for a 

collection of Acacias, and the following have been planted and are growing well :—Acacia Baileyana, 
A. confusa, A. dealbata, A. decurrens, A. discolor, A. falcata, A. floribunda, A. juncifolia, A. juniperina, 
A. linifolia, A. longifolia, A . melanoxylon, A. mollissima, A. podalyrisefolia, A. prominens, A. pycnantha, 
A. Bichii, A . saligna, A. spectabilis, A . crassinocula, A . prominens. Of these, thirteen are new to the . 
Gardens. Seeds of other kinds have been received, and the seedlings will be planted out as soon 
as possible.

“ A cacia  M ollissim a .
“ The trees in the three plots are growing well. The lower branches of the trees in plot A were 

lopped early in the year.
“ Fluted scale made its appearance in small numbers in plots B and C in November, but this pest 

has been kept in control. A few trees in plot B were killed out by fungus, but they have been uprooted 
and the groimd treated with lime.

“ T h e  N u r se r y .
“ The re-arrangement of this has been continued during the year. Most of the plants have been 

arranged alphabetically in their various groups.
“ T h e  F e r n e r y .

“ A number of orchids, such as Dendrobium aureum, Eria bicolor, Saccolabium niveum, 8. roseum, &c,, 
have been placed on the trees and labelled. The labels used for these were written in ordinary ink and 
varnished over, ahd appear to last well. ^

“ The Ceylon ferns in the collection are coming on well. A number of others have yet to be 
added to  the coUection.

“ Oa k  P la n t a t io n .
' The trees were thinned out during May. The stumps have been dug out and the plantation

tidied up.
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^  . ‘'‘'Glass Houses.
“.The stages in the pits heye been improved by building up with stone work. The stages of the 

glass house have been lowered, and the plants can now be arranged more effectively.. «The pits add 
orchid house are in need of repairs. H a n ^ g  pots Containing Asparagus plumosus, Impatiens>repens, 
Linaria cyrtìbalarìa, N^phroUpis, &c., have wen placed in the glass house. '

“N ock Memobial Summbe Abboub .
“ The old Duranta hedge in front of the arbour has been rooted out and a new one planted along 

thè bank, which has been rounded off and re-sloped. The lawn in front has been re-laid and the verges 
.rounded off. The trees between the present big lawn and the rubbish pit have been cut out, and also 
the old Duranta and Cryptomeria hedges. The levelling of this newly opened portion is being done as ̂  
labour becomes available.

“ Stbobilanthes Gossypinus.-
“ A large number of self-sown seedlings of this have been planted in the nursery. Seeds have 

also been collected and sown. •
“ D iospyeos Kaki (Pbesimmon),

“ Four plants of Diospyros Kaki, ‘ Twentieth Century ’ variety, were received from the Secretary, 
Ceylon Agricultural Society, in March.

“ Musa Ensete (Abyssinian  Banana).
“ The Musa Ensete planted on the lawn near the rose garden in 1913 flowered during January, 

and thirteen seeds have been collected and sown.* f •
“ R evenue . '*

“ The amormt realized "by the sale of plants and seeds during the year was Rs. 462 • 55.
“ The value of seeds and plants given gratis or in exchange to Government institutions was 

Rs. 957-39.
“ Climate.

“ The number of inches of rain recorded during the year was 111-33, falling on 236 days, compared 
to 84-47 inches on 227 days for 1916. The wettest month was January, with a rainfall of 16-96»inches, 
and îhe driest April, with a fall of 2-99 inches. The highest temperature in the sun’s rays was 153-4° 
on April 5 compared to 151-1° on April 2 of the previous year. The lowest temperature On the grass 
was 38-4° on January 25 compared to 38-3° on February 4 of the previous year.”

•
HENARATGODA GARDENS.

Me . D. F. de  S. Gunaeathna, Conductor, Henaratgoda, has submitted notes on work carried 
out in those Gardens, of which the following is an elaboration:—' > r-

R u bbee .
Tapping experiments continue, and the results are controlled by the Botanist and Mycologist. 

The Hevea plantation, started in 1913, has made good progress, some of the trees measuring 25 inches 
a t 3 feet from the base. Until September, 1917, the ground was covered with Boga medeUoa {Tephrosia 
Candida), which was periodically lopped, the loppings being used as a mulch round the trees. The 
ground is now clean weeded.

The Para rubber seed crop was rather shorter than usual, and all the seeds coUectec^were sent to 
Peradeniya for sale and distribution. Pigs from the adjoining villages; which i t  was impossible to 
prevent from entering the Gardens a t night, were very destructive to the seed crop, eating or destroying i 
the fresh seeds as the latter fell to the grounds. Six pigs were killed during the year, and their carcases 
given back to  their owners.

Ipecacuanha. ^
, Jn consequence of the enhanced value acquired of late by this medicinal plant, special attention 

has been given to its propagation. Small trial plots made in virgin soil in thick jungle were not successful,- 
but in raised and well-prepared beds of sandy soil and leaf mould, under the shade and shelter of trees, 
the plants are flourishing and increasing. There are now seveq beds, each 24 feet long by 3 feet wide. 
Plants hâve been raised from cuttings as weU as from -the tuberous roots.

Coco-d e -Mb e , oe D ouble-Coconut.
* The female tree of the double coconut (Lodoicea sechellarum), which first flowered in 1914 and 
set four fruits, has flowered again each year since. Pollen from a male tree in Peradeniya Gardens has 
been sent from time to time to pollinate the flowers, and up to  the end of 1916 there were twelve fruits 
on the tree in various stages of development. Three more fruits set during 1917, so th a t the tree is now 

' bearing fifteen fruity. ''Those set in 1914 are now very large and apparently ripening, the largest being 
19 inches long and 44 inches in circumference. •

Centeal D eivb .
A noticeable improvement has been effected by the removal of much of the shpeffluous growth, 

including some very large but useless trees on both sides of the entrance drive.
Lawns, Plant H ouse, ¿fcc.

The lawns have been kept in as good a condition as funds permitted, the grass being cut periodically 
by sickles. The fernery has suffered from want of water, the present method of hauling water from a 
deep well a t a distance being difficult and laborious. The plant house has been thoroughly overhauled, 
the floor concreted by tllb Public Works Department, and the, plants re-potted and re-arranged. The 
store and the tool house was re-roofed by the Pubhc Works Department and the floor concreted.

R ainfall.
The total rainfall for the year was 91 - 61 inches, which was fairly evenly distributed. November 

was the wettest month with 13-24 inches, and July the driest with 2-73 inches.
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THE GOVERNOR’S AND COLONIAL SECRETARY’S GARDENS.
The King's Pavilion Garden, Kandy, has been kept in its usual attractive condition. A selection 

of fruit trees Rave been planted on the bank above the rose garden. Mauritius grass {Panicum muticum) 
has been planned on a plot of swampy ground to provide fodder for the Governor’s horses, &c. An 
attempt made at growing mushrooms faded owing to  want of the requisite conditions. ’ -v*

The Lodge ^rd e n , Kandy, has been maintained in a condition Consistent with the labour provided.
Quern's House Garden, Colonibo.—^The borders were generally overhauled and partly manm’ed. 

A taU-growing hedge of the ornamental shrub Panax jilicifolia has been planted along the boundary' 
adjoining the Gordon Gardens'of the Colonibo Municipality.

♦ Temple Trees Garden, OolomhO, has been kept clean and tidy. A thick mixed hedge consisting 
of Acalypha, Pisonia, Panax, &c., has been planted along the eastern bormdary in order to screen off the 
unattractive adjoining grounds.

The Curator, Hakgala, “who supervises the Nuwara Eliya Gardens, reports:—
“ Queen's Cottage Garden, Nuvxxra. Eliya.—‘A great improvement has been effected by the Public 

Works Department in Clearing the lower pond of the mass of water lily (Nymphoea stdlata) and other 
weeds which covered the water surface. A considerable number of young plants of Gv/pressue mae/rocatpa 
have been planted out on the patana land above the drive. A portion of the patana between this and 
Cuddesdon has been absorbed by the Nuwata Bliya Golf Links. Several old trees of Acdeia melanoxyhn, 
which had become disfigured by the Loranthus parasite* were cut down and removed. Mower Garden : 
There was a good show of annuals during the season, February to May. Some alterations have been made 
in the borders with a view to a better effect and economy- A good deal of clearance was effected near 
the plant shed, the ground being levelled and turfed. Forty-eight rhododendron plants raised from seed 
imported from England in 1914 have been planted along both sides of the path leading from the corner 
of the flower garden to the public road. Vegetable Garden : The main paths in both ffie old and new 
vegetable gardens have been straightened and levelled, and reduced to a uniform Width. Several of the 
banks and slopes have been smoothed down and planted with Paspalum diUitatum and other soil binding 
grasses. The lower swampy portioh of the neW gardhn has been drainOd. and planted up with the 
beautiful Arum lily (Richardia), which has become naturalized in the vicinity of Nuwara Eliya. !The 
club-rwt disease and the cut worm or black grub have both caused much damage to crops. Control 
experiments were begun and are still in progress. Heavy applications of lime are being tried against 
club'root. disease,, and poisoned baits against black grab. Cabbage plants propagated from suckers 
appear to resist club-root disease to a greater extent than seedlmgs, and trials to test this point 
fhoroughly*have been commenced.”

• The Curator, Habgala, also reports
“ Guddesdon Garden, Nuwara Eliya.—^The Colonial Secretary’s new garden at Ouddesdon is 

gradually improving. The Cupressus hedge along the drive is growing well, and is being kept in §hape. 
The entrance drive has been much improved by being levelled and turfed on both sides, with a concrete 
side drain made by the Public Works Department. The bank on the right-hand side a t the entrance 
has been planted with conifers, flowering shrubs, &c., and the intervening spaces turfed.” ’

Peradeniya, February 1, 1918.
H. F. MACMILLAN, 

Superintendent of Botanic Gardens.

•  VI.—REPORTS ON THE WORK OP EXPERIMENT STATIONS.

PB R A D E N IY A .

T ea. *
The output of green leaf for the year was 42,835 lb. from 11 acres, of which 6 acres were primed 

in June add July after running two years. The Manipuri indigenous plots stiU continue to do well, 
twenty-three months after pruning. The plucking has been entirely to the whole leaf, which.largely 
accounts for the, satisfactory yields, and good wood development in the bushes generally. Thé highest 
yield was from plot 149 (dadaps) 6,761 lb. green leaf, equal to 1,632 lb. made tea per aere per year. The 
highest price paid for broken or§,nge pekoe was 56 cents per lb., and the cost of the manufacture has risen 
to l l j  cents per lb. from July 1 and to 12 cents from December 1. The enhanced rate is attributed 
to the increase in the price of chests.

In  plot 149 the dadaps have been pruned three times, 3ielding 8,693 lb. of mulch, an increase pf 
562 lb. over last year.

In  plot 144 the dadaps have been pruned three times yielding 10,053 lb. of mulch,' an increase of 
1,535 lb. over last year.

In plot 150 the Albizzias were cut over, yielding 8,762 lb. of mulch, a decrease of 222 lb. ^  "
.  The dadaps in plots 144 and 149 and the Albizzias in plot 155 have been cut down to a height of 

7 feet, as they were growing too high.
Plots 141-143, 146-148, and 155 have been divided into half-acre plots by planting at a short 

distance from each other jungle posts painted white. These plots have been manured with different 
mixtures.

Experiments to  eradicate Cora grass by digging out the bulbs once a fortnight and also by sowing 
mustard have been started. ^It is too premature for any appreciable result.

A plot of jungle land, 2 acres in extent, next to the Manipuri plots, was cleared, lined, drained, 
and planted up with stumps from Huldubari Dooars tea seed kindly presented by Mr. G. H. Masefield, 
General Manage^, Ceylon Tea Plantations Company. The majority of the stumps are coming~on well. 
One acre has been planted with dadap cuttings 16 feet by ^6 feet, and the ither with Gliricidia. The 
two plots were interplanted with Mauritius sword bean, one seed being put in the centre of four stumps. 
The remaining 4 acres of jungle are being cleared for extending experiments with tea.

The plot of coconuts below the tea and adjoining the village has been uprooted for extending the 
tea experimental plots.

Goipani tea seeds received from Assam have been put oift in nurseries.
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Oaoao. •
The crop for the year 1917 was an eAceptionaUy good one. 18,080 lb. of cured cacao have been 

obtained during -the year. The price realized for No. 1 cacao was low, Rs. 37 per cwt.; bwing to tbe 
uhsettled state of the market.  ̂ *

The banks along all drains have been “ backed,” giving the. plots a more finishg^ appearance, 
and providing for better draiaage. The old dadaps in all the cacao plots have had their tops lopped efE 
to reduce again their height and density. Light pruning and removal of suckers have beennontinuaUy 
in progress. The old stumps left in the cacao plots have all been uprooted and removed. Gliricidia 
cuttings have been planted out in poor patches of câcao to take the place of dadaps, which have.frequently 
died out. -  • ,

Squirrels caused considerable depradations,-as percussion caps for shooting were not procurable.

R ubber.
AH the tapping experiments as,detailed in previous reports have been continued.
Plots 83 a, b, 83 d, 84 a, c, d, 85 d, 86 a, b, c, were manured with the various mixtures ¿Tpplied 

last year. The manures were applied in a central trench 6 inches deep and 2 feet wide, and were Hghtly 
forked in with leaves. ■ ’

The acre plot planted in avenues 40 feet by 15 feet were limed and manured according to the 
scheme.

All Te'^rosia candida on the hillside and hül top plantations were uprooted as they were considered 
-to be too old. The stems were collected and burnt after the leaves had fallen, as most of the plants were 
attacked by the root disease {Poria hypobrunnea) and the scale insect {Oeroplastodeo cajani).

Tephrosia candida in the Henaratgoda No. 2 plots on the flat has also been uprooted. The stems 
and leaves from a portion of'the área were heaped up 10 feet by 10 feet and 4 feet deep with a layer of 
cattle manure between to assist fermentation. This compost was after some months mulched round the 
ynung rubber at a distance of one foot from the base.

All dead branches of rubber trees have been cut out and burnt, the wounds being tarred.
AH tapped surfaces have been painted with a five per cent, solution of Brunolinum, after the 

scrap rubber has been removed, as a prerentive against bark rot and possibly other fungus diseases.
One tree in plot 152, found to be affected with Pomes semitostus, was uprooted, aU lateral roots 

being traced and removed. A trench 2 feet by 2 feet was dug round the affected area, which was limed.
Three and a half acres behind the plantain plot have been cleared of wild timber and coconut 

trees and planted out 25 feet by 25 feet on the diagonal with one-year old stumps from the Peradeniya 
Botanic Gardens trees. The plantain plot adjoining this plot has also been cleared and similarly planted.

Short contour walls have been put up on the hUlside rubber. This will help to build up broad 
- terraces to prevent wash. The contours were first marked out with the aid of a road tracer.

^P lo ts 11, 12, and 13 (young rubber) have been planted out with Gajanus indiens (dhall) 5 feet by 
5 feet. The plants have all come up weU.

Coconuts.
The highest price obtained for nuts was Rs;. 32 per 1,000 in the month of February, and the lowest 

Rs, 15 in the month of November.
Several varieties of coconuts were planted along the riverside, including fifty plants of thé large 

Java nuts.
The necessity for improvement in the drying of copra has been pointed out by cocoimt planters, 

and a copra drying shed, similar to those used in Sumatra, and after the principle of the West Indian 
cacao “ boucan,” was erected for experimental purposes.

Maidive, Jawa, and ordinary coconuts were husked and broken to determine the’ weight of copra, &c., 
of each variety. The estimated number of nuts to the candy of copra worked out as follows :—Javá 
896, Maidive 2,240, and ordinary 1,378 nuts. All nuts of the Java variety are being planted iji nurseries 
with the object of increasing the plantation of this promising variety.

A musery of 100 Likir nuts from Lower Perak has been planted out. Many of the nuts sprouted 
well, but eventually died back.

Coffee.
The total quantity of Robusta berries picked and sold during the year •^s.249J lb. from half an 

acre, as against 192| lb. in the previous year. '
The total quantity of Hybrid (Robusta or Canaphora type) berries picked and sold during the 

yJar was 398| lb. from a quarter of an acre, as against 351 lb. in the previous year.
Several orders for seeds and plants from all parts of the Island have been executed.
The dadap and Leucæna gtaued shade over aU plots have been regularly lopped and mulched 

round the plants.
One hundred seeds of each of ten diSerent strains of coffee received from the Department of 

Agriculture, Java, were planted out in bamboo pots. The plants are growing remarkably WeU,* ovet 
90 per cent, having germinated.

Paddy .
The work on paddy. consisted oL the trial of new varieties. The following varieties were 

transplanted with single seedlings four weeks old at a distance of 6 inches by 6 inches. This distance 
gives the seedlings space to tiUer and makes Weeding easy ; Muían ay ManiUa, Mada-el, Macan Pina 
ManiUa, Swama Wari, Kahara Mana, Sudajsambá, Handiram, Fino rice, Em-en-bint, Philippine paddy, 
Mutusamba, Molagusamba, viUage strain of Hatial, and Dr. Look’s selected Hatial. Mos(¿ of the plots 
are in ear, and some of t h ^  wiU be ready for harvesting in a month’s time. •

A sélection of stooM from the best vaïiètiès with 10 to 12 stalks and bearing good ears have been 
marked out for seed for next sowing.

The low-lying land near the meteorological station is being converted, mto a paddy field. I t  is 
proposed to build up a smaU reservoir to assist in the irrigation of this field.

A demonstration of the working of the rice-hulling machine, lent by the Ceylon Agricultural 
Society, was given on July 13 ; several mtereSted planters were present.
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Vanilla.
The vines flowered freely in March and April, and were hand-fertilized. The fertilized flowers 

have sèt very well. The pods were thinned out in June, each bunch beiug limited to 8 or 10 pods. There 
is eveiiy promise of the crop exceeding that of last year.

The Pliymeria and dadap shade over the vanilla was regularly lopped and the branches mulched 
round the vines.

F ood Products and Curry Stuees.
Two acrès of land have been planted with the following crops :—^Dhall, grams, beans (sword, 

French, Lima, and cow peas),'aniseed, fennel, fenugreek, mustard, garlic, coriander, cummins (sudu duru 
m dm aka duru), chillies, onions (acclimatized giant red country and giant Spanish), ghiger, and tiumeric. 
The seeds all germinated well, except cummin, which did not come up to expectations.

Rooted cuttings of eighty varieties of sweet potatoes from Mauritius were planted early in June. 
Their growth is vigorous and healthy. Cuttings have been supplied to several applicants.

g,A quarter acre of seven varieties of cassava has been planted 6 feet by 5 feet behind the vanilla plot.
A further consignment of different varieties of maniocs received from Mauritius has been planted 

out m the nurseries. Most of them have come up well.

Green Manures.
The following new varieties of green manures were sown* during the year :—Orotalaria sericia. 

Crotalaria verrucosa, Indigofera Dosua, Sarawak bean, Centrosema Plumieri, TrifoUum resupinatwm, and 
Florida Beggar Weed.

General.ft
Plot No. 18 (1 acre) was planted in January with selected seed of Natal Java Indigo {Indigofera 

arreda) received from the Behar Indigo Planters’ Association. The crop has been gathered, and has 
yet to be weighed. Seeds have been supplied to several applicants.

The road between the young avenue rubber and the 5-acre cacao plot has been widened, 
straightened, and gravelled.

•A quarter acre of Manilla hemp {Musa textilis) has been planted 10 feet by 10 feet, plants behig of 
various sizes.

AH casfor oil plants growing on the station have been uprooted and burnt.
A packet of hme seed received from British Guiana was sown on July 4. In spite of the long 

voyage nearly 90 per cent, germinated, and the plants are now doing well.
® Mr. K. Bandara-Beddewela carried out two experiments on the station : (1) For extermination 

of termites ; (2) for the eradication of Cora grass. I t  is too premature to judge the success or otherwise 
of these experiments.

Labour.
The labour outturn was not sufficient to cope with the extra work tmdertakon during the period 

under review.
The general health of the coolies has been satisfactory. Nine latrines for coolies have been erected 

and are m use.
Visitors.

202 visitors have been shown round the station during the year.

rJt

Raineall.

January
Inches.

5-83
Rainy Days. 

'  12
February • 6-12 13
March 6-49 17
April 2-15 6
May 4-63 3
Jime 10-24 14
July 6-40 13
August -'9-95 15

September
October
November
December

Total

Inches.
15- 04 
9-63

16- 49 
6-49

99-46

Rainy Days.
19
13
18
13

156

A N U R A D H A P U ftA .

Coconuts .
The 3-acre plot of coeonuts planted m December, 1916, on imirrigable land is doing weU. The 

plants are thriving, and withstandiag the drought satisfactorily. The land between the paddy flelds 
and buildings has been planted out with coconuts 25 feet by . 25 feet on the 'quincunx system. Ih e  
seed nuts were obtained from Franklands, Veyangoda, and Were specially selected.

Paddy .
An area of 3 acres 3 roods 38 perches in extent was freed of stumps, levelled, ploughed, and divided 

into eighteen blocks of one-fifth of an acre each. Ridges were mg.de, and thirty-nine masonry sluices 
bmlt for mtake and for drainage.  ̂ ?

In Noyember the land was prepared and planted up by transplanting. The kinds of paddy used 
were Molagusamba, Muían ay Manilla, the Philippine varieties, and Dr. Lock’s Hatial, single plants bemg 
put out a t a distance of 6 inches apart. All the varieties show a remarkably v^orouS growth.

COEEBB.
The Robusta coffee under dadap and Gliricidia shade planted in October, 1915, continues to make 

satisfactory growth.
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Tea,
Tea under irrigation has prO'S'^ a  failure. The plot has been replaced with betel cuttings from Jaffna.

■ Caoao.
The Eorastero variety under dadajp shade is making moderate growth.

Rood Peoducts and Cubby  Stuees.
OnioPs and chillies have given very satisfactory crops, and are showing promise of being highly 

profitable in this district. The returns per acre were 1,420 and 930 lb., respectively. A few phillie 
plantó were affected with a fruit disease caused by Vermicularia capsid and by a root' disease, producing 
a general wüt of the plants caused by Sderotum sp.

ThefoUowing food and curry stuffs were planted out towards the end of the year : Dhall, Lima 
beans, 5íé (Cow peas) beans, grains, maize, dura, manioc, sugar cane, yams, arrowroot, chillies, coriander, 
oni<ms, ginger, turmeric, cummin, fennel, aniseed, fenugreek, mustard, and garlic. •

- plots of different varieties of sweet potatos from Mauritius, sugar canes, plantains, Kew and 
Mauritihs pineapples have also been planted out. Careful records are being kept regarding their growth, 
cultivation, treatment, &c,

F euits.
, The guavas, sour sops,'and pomegranates planted in 1904 are all fruiting well. The Kew variety 

of pineapple weighing from 15 to 20 lb. each are readily sold on the spot, fetching good prices. Papaws 
are fruiting weU, and are in great demand. Giiavas are bearing weU, and melons have made good growth.

Geound N uts. •
, Two plots of ground nuts sown in January were harvested five months from sowing. The foliowring

was the resu lt;—
Bushels per Acre. 'Weight of Bushel.

lb.
Spanish nuts .. .. .. 37| .. 28 _
Virginia bimch - . .  . .  87| 20

Ceebals.
ParrotsGood crops of dura, maize, and kurakkan have also been harvested during the year, 

and monkeys made determined attacks on the crops. •
'  - • •

Gbneeal.
A new road leading from the main Jaffna road to another cross road have been constructed. 

A 4-acre block of land has been cleared of cheddy, and is practically ready for planting Mauritius hemp. 
The jungle up to the railway line, excepting that portion set aside as an archseological reservation, is 
being feUed and burnt. This area will be planted with limes and fibres. Divisions between plots have 
been re-established. The channels, drains, and numerous paths have been cleared and improved. 

Several planters and others have visited the station.
The health of the coolies has been fairly good, I  believe better than in previous years.

 ̂ MAHA ILUPPALLAMA.
Coconuts.

, The plantations have made satisfactory progress during the year. All the trees are in a thriving 
and healthy condition. The number of nuts picked during the year was 36,042, an increase of 5,760 
nuts over last year from an area of 23J acres, composed of plot A irrigated, 17 acres of 9|-ye»r old palms 
giving Bn average of 25 • 8 nuts per tree, and plot B not irrigated, 6J acres of 10|-year old palms giving an 
average of 8'nuts per tree.

As regards cultivation, each plot has been ploughed three times, and 'the disc harrow applied 
six times in  the course of the twelve months. This cultivation has undoubtedly been of immense value 
to the coconuts in the way of conserving moisture and aerating the soil. All young palms were forked 
round and mulched with either coconut husks or cheddy after the application of cattle manure.

* * F ibbb .
Two samples of Sisal fibre extracted by hand beating, (1) after retting and (2) without retting, 

were prepared and exhibited a t a meeting of the Committee of Agricultural Experiments.

(̂ WTTiT A bjS-
A part of the 9 acres, which were levelled for paddy cultivation, bu t which had been fallow 

since 1914, was ploughed and plafited in ridges with the following varieties of chillies : Nagpur round, 
Nagpur long, American round, and the ordinary Jaffna ehillie. The crop has been repeatedly damaged 
by stray-cattle.

Geneeal.
Irrigation channels have been cleaned and ridges repaired. The Mimosa weed which was spreading 

rapidly was uprooted and burnt. The fence has been patched up in the worst places. Herds of stray 
cattle have entered the estate and done serious damage to the crops. ' ,.

A gang of coolies ̂ d e r  a kangany has been transferred to Anuradhapura to caity on more urgent 
work there, consequently work has been cut down to a minimum.

The Medical Officer, who pays 'weekly visits to the estate, has reported favourably on the health 
of the coolies.

February 2,1918.
H. A. DEUTROM,

Acting Manager, Experiment Stations.
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VII.—REPORT ON WORK OF TOBACCO * PLANTER,
The  foUowmg brief report was furnished by the Tobacco Planter, Mr. B. F. Scherffius, prior to his

departure frdm the Colony in June, 1917 :—®
Any type of tobacco transferred to a new locahty tends to show either improvement or deterioration 

in the third crop, thus indicating its adaptability or unsuitabihty to the soU or climate. Most of the 
foreign varieties tried in Jaffna have deteriorated. White Burley is the notable exception. I t  has not 
only attained more vigorous growth, but has improved in quality. We are now able to state definitely 
that this is by far the most profitable variety that can be grown in this locahty. The trash grades of 
White Burley are well suited for the manufacture of cigarettes, being bright, mild, good in aroma and 
burning qualities. The leaf grades will, in my opinion, meet the requirements of the English market ; 
it is of medium body, hght in colour, sound, and of good flavour. White Burley grown by the native 
methods, using less cattle manure, should yield about 1,000 to 1,200 pounds per acre, and with proper 
curing should reahze a rupee per pound. The harvesting should be by the whole plant method, and curing 
by the^air method in a closed shed, as is done at the tobacco trial grounds. White Burley should not be 
fermented. One of the most economical methods of manuring is to grow a crop of Sunn-hemp during the 
rainy season, to be.ploughed under, about ten days prior to transplanting the tobacco. This should be 
followed by a medium apphcation of commercial manure containing 10 to 12 per cent, potash, 8 to 10 per 
cent, phosphoric acid, and 3 to 4 per cent, nitrogen, a t the rate of about 300 to 400 pounds per acre. The 
Jaffna soü is unsuitable to the production of flue-curing tobacco.

I t  is seldom necessary to shade tobacco nurseries, or the young seedlings that are transplanted in 
December or JanuS-ry. I t  is better to mulch the ground after watering the young plants, and plants 
watered only once in three or four days, start growing more quickly than plants watered three times 

jdaily. WTien channel watering is begun, frequent shallow cultivations conserve the moisture, and the 
watering does not have to be done so often.

The manure experiments should be carried on for another year before we are able to state definitely 
the exact requirements of the soil.

Chlorine results will have to be stated later as reports on aU the analyses have not yet been 
received.

_____ _ B. F. SCHERFFIUS.
• •

Noie.—^Report on the seedlings analysed has just been received. Nos. 7 and 8 were the same in 
total chlorine in dry matter. No. 7 was grown in Jaffna soil from old ground, ehemical manures and 
tulip leavel. No. 8 was grown in Peradeniya soil with no manures, but grown at my bungalow from seed. 
All the results tend to indicate that the chlorine is coming from the atmosphere. This may also account 
for the improvement in the burning quahties of this year’s crop : being grown earlier, it had matured 
before the south-west began, which is our most direct wind from thé sea.—B. F. S.

VIII.—REPORT ON WORK OP SCHOOL OF TROPICAL AGRICULTURE.
Thebe were no changes on the staff during the year. The Vice-Principal was away onTeave,

except during the months June to August. 
Diyatalawa in June.

The Registrar was away for a fortnight on military duty a t 

1916 COtTESE.
The work of the year may conveniently be divided for review into two periods by the school 

vacation in April. The first period was occupied with a class of sixteen students of the previous year’s 
class, who had failed to qualify at the final examination in December, 1916. These students were g i'^n  
a short re-jision course of nine weeks and a test examination, at which twelve qualified for the school 
certificate. Four other students, who had been admitted provisionally during the 1916 course, and of 
whom one withdrew at the end of January, also attended the course. Seven post-graduate students 
attended in January for further field and classroom work, four in February, and two in March.

On May 12, the first prize-giving of the school was held, and the following medals and certificates 
were awarded:—

Class 1.
C. W. Bibile (gold medal to best all-round student) 
R. P. Fernando
J. Jackson (gold medal for practical work)
T. Kotani (silver medal for theory and practice)

E. K. Kurien (gold medal for theory)
M. S. Mendis (silver medal for theory)
H. C. Peiris (gold medal for theory and practice)

M. Amerasinghe 
C. Atfon 
R. E. de Silva 
A. E. Dias 
R. Fernando 
P. A. Gooneratne 
P. B. Kapuwatte (silver medal for 

practical work)

A. de S. Abeygoonewardene 
E. N. Abe5wardene 
E. W. Atukorale *
R. A. Cameron 
A. V. Chelvanayagam 
G. G. Don D. de Silva 
K. T. E. de Silva 
P. W. C. de Silva 
,S. H. F. de Silva 

9(iv)18

Class 2.
J. H. Ludowyke (silver medal for 

plots) ^
G. Madugalle 
C. E. M. Orr '
A. D. Paranavitane 
A. S. Peiris 
R. S. Pelpola

Pass.
C. de Silva
C. de S. Goonesinghe 
A. E. W. Goonewardene 
A. C. W. Jayawardane 
W. H. S. Peiris
W. D. C. Pereira 
L. E. Rajaratnam
D. S. Ranesinghe 
A. SeemampiMi

.A. K. Perera 
B. A. Pereira
G. D . Pereira
V. G. Pereira
H. S. de S. Piyasimdara
W. Seneviratne 
A. Wijewanta

R. Salgado
D. S. Senanayake
S. A. S||va (gold medal for plots) 
N. Thambiah
B. E. van Reyk
R. S. Wickremasuriya
W. F. Abeyratne (July, 1917)
A. C. Palavinayagam
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Partial certificates were given to  two students who convicted the course satisfactorilyj bu t 
reached a low standard in the final examination : P. de Livera and L. S. Senanayaka.

The six (xovernment vernacular school teachers who took the 191B course were awarded medals 
and certificates as follows ;—■ •

Pass.
K. B. Ekanayaka
D. J. Perera (gold medal)
K. A- J. Perera

K. M. Piyadasa
H. M. D. B. Samarakoon (silver 

medal^
(N.B.—Names in above lists in alphabetical order.)

V. D. C. de Sliva /silver medal)

The six teachers have received appointments to schools to which gardens are attached.
„ Of the'other 56 students enumerated above, 1 has been selected as a field assistant in Entomology 

in the Department, 2 have been appointed Instructors of the Agrictiltural Society, 2 are assisting as 
Secretaries of Co-operative Oedit- Societies, 18 have returned to their own lands, 23 have obtained 
planting billets, 9 are stiU serving apprenticeships on estates, and 1 has returned to the school for further 
work. The opportunities offered to students of the school a t Peradeniya for the study of agricultural 

. practices on a plantation scale being limited, the majority of students who passed out found it necessary 
to obtain further, experience in estate practice and operations.

Provisional and P ost-Gbaditate Students.

Three students admitted during the 1916 course will complete their course in March, 1918. These 
students took the lectures and field work of the 1917 class. One post-graduate student was re-admitted 
in May for further work till March, 1918. „

• 1917-1919 CouESB.

Thirty students were admitted in May, 1917. One student died during the October vacation, one 
withdrew in October, and anotherwas asked to withdraw in December for misconduct. The full course 
now covers two years. The school year commences in May each year and ends in the following March. 
The vacations are in April and October. The scheme of work followed that outlined in the rejfbrt for 
1916, and is summarized in the school prospectus reprinted in 1916.

Course for H eadmen.
•

; In May, a short course for headmen was begun, and sixteen headmen in all, selected by Govqj^n- 
ment Agents for the various Provinces, were admitted, as provided for m Sessional Paper XXXVII. of 
1909, ¡paragraphs {q) and (i). These headmen represented seven Provinces and nine districts of the 
Island, and in point of ofiS.ee ranged from Korala to Vel-Vidane. Sabaragamuwa and North-Central 
Provinces were unrepresented. This course was concluded in December, and a report of the course, with 
a summary of t"he instruction given, made to Govememnt. I t  is intended that vernacular teachers and 
headmen be admitted to  a one year’s course m alternate years. The following headmen qualified, names 
beingjn_order of merit :—

H. B. Rambukwella, Korala, Kandy District.
K. D. Sinnetamby, Police Headman, Trincomalee District.
M. B. Wettewe, Additional Native Writer, BaduUa Kachcheri.
D. M. Punchirala, Arachchi, Kandy District.
K. Subramaniam, Police Headman, Trincomalee.
G. M. D’Silva, Police Headman, Madampe.
T. B. Wijesruiya, Arachchi, Kurunegala District.
D. M. Kiribanda, Arachchi, Kurunegala District.

X/* B. Galagoda, KOrala and Inquirer, Badufia District.
• M. A. Baron Perera, Police Vidane, Colombo District.

D. C. Abeywickrema, Vel-Vidane, Galle District.
P. C. Chandrasekera, Police Vidane, Colombo District.

' G. Don Abilias, Police Vidane, Kalutara District.
A, Coomaraswamy, Police Vidane, Jaffna District.

.  ̂ S. B. Galagoda, Arachchi, Kandy District.
One headman failed to complete the course or take the final examination.

Awards.

The six gold medals and six silver medals awarded on the results the 1916 course were presented 
by leaders of the permanent planting commimity and by the Agricultural Society. Government has 
approved thè award of two silver medals and three bronze medals on the results of the 1917 course for 
headmeh.

• H ostels and Sports.

All stildents continued to reside'imdér adequate supervision. The smaller number of students 
enabled arrangements in the two Government hostels to reach a high standard of cleanliness and 
efficiency. There was no single case Of serious illness during the year. The Visiting Medical Officer, 
Kandy, inspected the Government hostels weekly during session since May. ^

A house was rente#and furnished for the accommodation of the headmen admitted for instruction. 
The average age of these men being thirty-four years, resident supervision was not found necessary. The 
house was regularly inspected by the school staff.

On prize day a tennis court was opened in the grounds of one of the Government hostels. Students 
have been admitted to membership of the Department Cricket Club. The school participated during 
the year in  three tennis tournam ents and two football* and five cricket matches. ■ '
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MrSCELLANEOTTS. •m»
“ The Peradeniyan,” the organ of the students, past and present, has continued to serve a useful 

purpose. The second number was issued, and the third prepared for the press during the year. The 
monthty meetings of the staff have been held without intermission.- »

Under the huspices of the Students’ Debating Society, nine lectmes were arranged, among them 
being a lantern'lecture on “ The Life and Work of Pasteur,” by Rev. Father M. J. Le Goc. Two papers 
were read before meetings of the Agricultural Society by members of the staff, who also contributed notes 
to the “ Tropical Agriculturist.”

ST. L. H. DE ZYLVA„
J'anuary 26, 1918. Registrar, School of Tropical Agriculture.'

IX.—REPORT ON THE WORK OF CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT SOCIETIES.
Societies.

The number of new societies registered during the year as shown below is 26, bringing the total 
of registered societies to 94. Four more appUcations for registration are under consideration of the 
Registrar:—

69. Kandyan Association
70. Dnanwitiya
71. Panadure-Talpitibadda
72. Buttala
73. Welipenna
74. Ittapana
75. Meegambadda
76. Matugama
77. Waddubadda 

-^8. Namuttuduwa
79. ^Do.dangoda
80. *Alniratiya
81. Kahnunai

82. Matara
83. Government Printing Office
84. Elpitiya
85. Mawarala
86. Kalutarabadda
87. Beligal Korale
88. Bentota
89. Trincomalee District
90. Uda Bulatgama
91. »Pungudutivu
92. Pulmoddai
93. Kuchchaveli
94. Tiriyai

2. ^ h e  registration of the following six societies, viz., Mannar East Co-operative Fish Supply 
an& Mantai North (Maimar), Kadawatta and Meda Korale (Ratnapma), Harispattu (Kandy), Batticaloa 
District and Tampiluvillu (Batticaloa), having been cancelled during the year, the total number of 
societies working at end of December, 1917, was 88. The registration of the Fish Supply Society was 
cancelled, as its by-laws were not acceptable under the Ordinance, and the cancellation of the registration 
of the other societies was due to  their not doing any satisfactory work.

Members.
3. The total number of members of the societies is 8,183, an increase of 1,695 over last year.

Capital.
4. The paid-up capital of the working societies is Rs. 41,337 ; this is an increase of Rs. 12,297 

over last year.
Loans.

6. The working societies have given loans amounting to Rs. 43,368' 14 within the year. 
Rs. 23,29D30 were recovered, and Rs. 37,944* 57 were outstanding at the end of the year.

■Working oe Societies.
6. Western Prowwce.—There are 29 societies, as against 19 last year, an increase of 10. Colombo 

District has 15 and Kalntara 14. Five in Ra3dgam korale are continuing to make satisfactory progress. 
Six new societies were registered in Pasdun korale west. Three were registered from the Kalutara 
totamune, of which Panadure-Talpitibadda is working satisfactorily, and the other two have only begun 
work. Of the five societies in Hewagam korale, four are working satisfactorily. AlutkuTu korale north 
has three societies, of which Minuwangoda society is not only, working very satisfactorily, but alSo 
extending its usefulness as a co-operative society. There is one in each of the follbwing three divisions, 
viz., Salpiti korale, Siyane korale east, and Siyane korale west. The first proposes to start work in 
January, and the other two have re-organized their work. Of the"^w n societies, the Government 
Printing Office Society registered in October last has made a good beginning, but the Colombo Plumbago 
Employees’ Society has made no progress.

7. Southern Province.—^The number of societies is 15, being an increase of 6 over last year. 
Of these, 9 are in GaUe District, 4 in Matara, and 2 in Hambantota. Of these, 3 are in Gangaboda 
pattu, of which Akuratiya and 'Unanwitiya are making rapid progress. _ There is one in each of the 
following divisions doing good work :—^Four Gravets and Affinimana, Talpe pattu, Hinidum pattu, and 
Wellaboda pattu. The Weligam Korale and the Kumbuke Pattu Societies are showing considerable 
improvement over last year. Mawatala apd Matara are new societies, and the latter has made a good

' start. The Magam Pattu Society is continuing its useful work, and the Gituwa Pattu Society is now a 
working society. Akmimana Society started a Sunday fair for vegetables, and Wellaboda pattu  and 
Magam pattu propose to hold village shows. %

■ 8. Central Province.—Two new societies were registered, and the registration of one was cancelled,. 
bringing the number of societies to eleven. Eight are Working societies, of which the Working of two 
is not yet satisfactory. The cancellation of the registration of two societies is under consideration by the 
Registrar. One of the new societies has not yet begun work. Walapane and NagoUa-HulangamuWa 
Societies propose to hold village shows, and the Uda Hewaheta a Sunday market for vegetables.

    
 



C28

s  ‘ •

CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [IV.—E dttcation, &o.

9. Northerr^rovince.—^The number of societies is 16. One new society has been registered within 
the year, Thq registration of two societies was cancelled. Of these 16, 3 are in Mannar District and 
13 in Jaffna' The progress of Udupiddi, Karaveddi, Pandatarippu, Valikamam West Headmen’s, and 
JPelhpalai are satisfactory. The Jaffna Central -Society re-organized its work in October. Aehohuveli 
started its work a long period after registration. Jaffna Industrial, Koppay, Anaikoddai, and American 
Mission Agents’ should show better work. The other is a newly registered society. TNanaddan East 
is the only working society in Mannar, and the registration of Mantai North will be cancelled.

10. North-Western Province.-—Of the two societies in the Province, the Hiriyala Hatpattu Society 
in the Kurunegala District is making better progress than the one a t Puttalam.

11. Province of Uva.—^With the registration of the Buttala Society this year, the numb’er of 
societies has risen to five. The three societies in WeUassa continue to be of good service to the villagers. 
IJva Society is not regular in holding meetings. Buttala has started work.

12. Eastern Province.—^Pive new societies, four in Trincomalee and one in Batticaloa, were 
registered during' the year, and the registration of two were cancelled. The new societies had not 
begun work at the end of the year.

13. Province of Saharagamuwa.—One new society was registered, and the registration of one was 
cancelled. The number remains the same as last year, viz., three. AH of these societies are in Kegalla 
District. Galboda and Kinigoda Korales Society is-holding its meetings regularly and doing satisfactory

. work. I t  has proposed to hold two market shows early next year. Three Korales Society has re-organized 
its Work. Three new societies—one in Ratnapura and two in Kegalla—have been formed, but not 
yet registered.

14. North-Central Province.—^There is no increase of societies in this Province. The number^ 
remains a t two. Anuradhapura Soeiety is working on a small scale, and the registration of the 
Tamankaduwa Society will have to be cancelled, unless some improvement takes place.

I nspection and Supbevision .

15. The Registrar inspected and audited twenty-seven societies and attended their annual 
meetings. The Secretary and Inspector inspected the rest of the societies and audited the accounts. 
A new form of inspection of societies has been adopted, and the reports are now regularly sent to the 
Government Agents of the respective districts.

‘ ' O
Goveenmbnt Loans. ,

16. . Pandatarippu and Nannadan East Societies, in the Northern Province, received Rs. 1,000 
and Rs. 500, respectively, as loans from Government in the year under review, and the Walapane, 
Kumbuke Pattu, Kalapaluwawa, and Hinidum Pattu Societies repaid instalments due to Government 
on account of loans. The total amount outstanding at the end of the year under this head was Rs. 3,213.

Co-oPEEATivE Supply of Manuebs.

17. The following comparative statement will show the usefulness of these societies as a medium 
of co-operative manure supply. The quantity, of manure distributed in 1917 has nearly doubled that 
of the last year;—

Tonscwt.qrs. Es. o,
1915 .. . .  ... 46 3 0 .. 4,624 7 •
1916 .. . .  . .  79 1 2 . .. 8,380 60
1917 ,. . .  .. 138 11 8 .. 11,633 75

Total 263 17 2 24,638 42

Ageioultueal Developments and I ncebase oe F ood Crops.
18. All the societies, excepting five (two of which are central and three industrial), are agricultural 

societies, and as such are mainly interested in the work of village agriculture. A number of societies 
have distributed seeds of vegetables, curry stuffs, and of food products among their members, and are 
iifterested in the increase of food crops. Two societies have started market fairs for the disposal of 
produce of members, four have arranged to hold market shows, and four others were making arrange­
ments at the close of the year. Eleven societies have arranged to have garden competitions. The 
Ceylon Agricultural Society has offered financial assistance for awards. In localities where there are 
good working societies the activities in cormection with the opening of vegetable gardens is most marked'^

Miscellaneous.

19. The “ Govikam Sangarawà ” and the “ Kamat Tolil yüakkam,” the Sinhalese and the 
Tamil magazines published by the Ceylon Agricultural Soeiety, have been supplied to societies in the 
Sinhalese and Tamii districts respectively from the beginning of the year.

20. Mr. A.-M. Muttukumaru, Inspector of Co-operative Credit Societies, has been stationed in
Jaffna since October Ĵ , so as to give close attention to the needs of the societies in the Northern Province 
and the District of Trincomalee. ^

21. The headmeq4lvho had a course of training at the School of Tropical Agriculture received a 
course of lectures on the working of Co-operative Credit Societies.

N. WICKRAMARATNE, 
Secretary, Board of Control, Co-operative

Peradeniya, March 11,1918. Credit Societies.
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CO-.OPEEATIVE CREDIT SOCIETIES.

REPOET OE THE REGISTRAR OE CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT SOCIETIES EOR 1917-18.

I HAVE the honour to submit the following report on the working of Co-operative Credit Societies 
during the year 1917-18 (April 1, 1917, to March 31, 1918).

2. Satisfactory progress has been made during the period under review, and I am convinced 
that, with careful supervision and sympathetic encouragement, the movement wUl progress in the 
X̂ olony and assist towards the improvement of the financial, industrial, and moral condition of the masses.

3. The Board of Control met for the first time dur|ng the period under review at the office of fhb 
Hon. the Colonial Treasurer in Colombo. At the meeting the following matters received consideration :—

(1) The principle to be adopted in granting Government loans to societies.
(2) The distribution of profits by societies. ^
(3) The investment of reserve funds.

®(4) The amendment of th  ̂Co-operative Credit Societies’ Ordinance and the rules and regulations
made thereunder.♦ ®

4. The Registrar during the year visited 31 societies. He inspected the books of societies nn 
aach occasion, and explained in detail the principles of co-operative credit to those who had assembled 
for these ifieetings. Twenty-six of these meetings were general annual meetings, at which aU books 
wefe inspected, accounts audited, balance sheets prepared and explained. The Secretary of the Board 
of Control attended the general annual meetings of 66 societies, and the Inspector the general annual 
meetings of 19 societies in the Tamil districts. At these meetings books were inspected, and the other 
business conducted in accordance with the memorandum drawn up in 1916-17.

5. The proposal that all societies should be inspected once in every six months could not be 
carried out, except in the Tamil districts. The stafE is not yet sufficient in numbers for this. As was 
pointed out in last year’s report, there is much yet to be done in the education of the people of the Colony 
in the principles of co-operative credit. ■ Until these principles are clearly understood and appreciated, 
progress can only be slow, and, if pushed too rapidly, will be based upon insecure foundations. It is 
most desirable, that any movement concerned with finance and credit, whether of the agricultural and 
industrial classes of the Colony or otherwise, be based upon the soundest foundations, and therefore it'is 
essential that the greatest care be taken at the beginning of the movement by the inspecting staff to see 
that the imderlying* principles are thoroughly understood. It would be an advantage if all working 
societies were inspected at least every six months, for at these inspections problems which have to be met 
by the managing committee can be solved and difficulties settled with the assistance of the inspecting 
officer. . Tjjie personal element is likewise an important factor in the co-operative credit movement, and 
the closer the contact between the inspecting officers and the members of the various societies the better.

SiJMMAEY OF P e OGRESS.

6. The general progress that has been made during the year is shown in the following statement:—
Type of Societies. 

Agricultural.
Number of societies :—

Total.
Paid-up capital

Type of Societies.
Agricultural, agricmtoal.

 ̂ Rs. c.- Rs. c. Its. c.
1916- 17
1917- 18

68 . .  3 
89 ..  3

71
92

1916- 17 .
1917- 18 .

. 32,707 75 . 

. 46,18l‘;26 .
. 286 50 . .  32,994 25 
. 2,367 75 . .  48,549 0

Number of members :— Reserve fund - • s- »
1*916-17
1917-18

5,966 . .  61 
9,285 . .  266

6,027 
9,551,

1916- 17 .
1917- 18 .

. 3,222 7 . 

. 6,452 74 .
23 65 . .  3,^45 72 

. 222 26 . .  6,675 0

The registration of 9 agricultural societies and 1 nbn-agricultural society Was cancelled during 
the year for unsatisfactory workiug, and 30 new agricultural societies and l-non-agricultural society have 
been formed and registered. The new societies are as follows : Buttala, Welipeimâ  Ittapana, Migam- 
badda, Matugama, Waddubadda, NamuttuduWa, Dodangoda, Akuratiya, Kalmunai, JHatara, Elpitiya, 
Mawarala, Kalutarabadda, Beligal Korale, Bentota, Trincomalee District, Uda Bulatgama, Punkudutivu; 
Pulmoddai, Kuchchaveli, Tiiiyai, Ratnapura, Kanduaha Pattu, Mawata Pattu, Tolpuram-Mulai, 
Bintenna North, Kendangamuwa, Ganegama, Udugama, and the Go^mment Printing Office 
Co-operative Credit Society. '

No society that is not working, or which does not show satisfactory progress, will be allowed 
to remam upon the register. There are still 7 societies that are not considered to be satisfactory, and 
the managing committees of these are being given every assistance with the object of improvement. 
If with thK assistance progress is not made, these-societies will be warned that their registration will

9(iv)18 - vii ' ,
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be cancelled, and given further time in which tq show improvement, if such is possible. No new societies 
are registered until an inspecting officer has visited them and reported that the principles of the movement 
are Upderstood by the proposed office bearers,

7. Of the 89 agricultimal societies, 11 which were fornxed in the earlier years of the moyement 
are Of lijpited liability. This question has been gope into with their members at general meetings, and 
it is proposed to amend the constitution of such societies so as to make them of unlimited liability. All 
agricultpral societies, as primary societies, are now being registered with unlimited liability.

8. ihe classification of the existing 92 societies is this year as follows : A =  good, 49; B =  
fair, 28; 0 — had, 4 ; D =  recently formed, 8 ; E =  not workmg, 3 ; total, 92. This shows that the 
¿oilditibns of societies can be considered to be far more satisfactory than at the end of last year.

9. The distribution of societies is as follows :—

District,

tFesiern Province. 
Colombo 
Kalutara

Central Province. 
Kandy . .  * '
Matale . .
Nuwara Eliya

Southern Province. 
Galle . .
Matara . .  
Hambantota

liorthern Province. 
Jaffna , ,
Mannar . .

Eastern Province. 
Batticaloa 
TriPcomalee

Societies Societies 
formed from formed in ' Total. 

1913-17. 1917-18.

12
8

7*
2*
2

6
2
2

1
8

5
2

13
16

11
4
2

. .  12 . .  
. .  5f . .

. .  ■■

* 1 cancelled.

14
1

2
4

29

10

17

15

6

Societies Societies 
District. formed from formed in

1913-17. 1917-18.
North-Western Province. 

Kurunegala 
Puttalam I 
Chilaw J

North-Central Province. 
Anuradhapura

Province of Uva. 
BaduUa

Province of Sabaragamuwa.
Ratnapura
KegaUa

2* . .  —

1*
2

Total.

1
1

-----  2

— 1

— 5

’Total

• _  7

.. 92

t'4 cancelled. } 2 cancelled.

As will be seen from the detailed statements given in the balance sheet and in the summaries 
furnished by the Secretary, Board of.Control, some of the most satisfactory societies are to be found 
in the Western Province. During the year considerable activity has taken place in the formation of 
new societies in the Kalutara District. The satisfactory working of societies in the Rayigam korale 
under the presidency of Gate Mudaliyar J. A. Wirasingha has resulted in other chief headmen in the 
district making a beginning, and the sympathetic assistance rendered by the Assistant Government 
Agent of the district has gone far towards popularizing the movement with the people.

In the Colombo District there are also some good societies; while the progress that has been made 
in tjie Southern Province, in spite of the hardships suffered in some parts of the Province by difficulties 
in connection with the coconut industry, is most encouraging. In Uva.progress is being made considermg 
the limited funds that are available. In the Northern Province some societies continue to make good 
progress, and a good beginning has been made in the Kegalla District. Beginnings were made during 
the year in the Ratnapura and Trincomalee Districts. The records of societies in the Central Province 
are disappointing, but it is hoped that the Central Society which has been formed by th» Kandyan 
Association will go far towards assisting the formation and financing of small village societies. Progress 
at Mannar has been unsatisfactory, and it has been found necessary to cancel and to liquidate four Out 
of the five societies formed in that district.

table;

AoBicBi.'rtfBAL Work o» Socteties.

1&. ThO supply of manures through societira is steadily increasing, as shown by the following

Period.

1915- 10
1916- 17
1917- 18

Quantity. 
Tons cwt. qr. lb. 

8 l 12 0 0 
99 13 2 0 

160 2 2 8

Cost. 
Rs. c. 

6,844 15 
7,528 45 

13,591 85

Arrangements- have been made with the Colombo Commercial Company for the supply of these 
manures on liberal terms of credit, and there is no doubt that thus part of societies’ operations is appre­
ciated by members. Some societies which were finding it difficult to commence operations found that 
by handling manures new members were easily secured, and that their business improved and became 
popular. The manures have, been supplied for paddy. Coconut, and vegetable cultivations. Members 
have been enabled to secure such manures at reasonable rates On easy terms of repayment. There has 
been difficulty with some societies on the question of payments of instalments for manuies on due dates. 
No manures are now aUî ed to be ordered by societies, ekcept through and with the sanction of the 
Registrar. The quantities allowed to each society at any One time is judged by the known working 
methods of the particular society and by its financial position at time of ordering. Societies that are 
efficiently managed are allowed liberal supplies of manures for their members, while others whose 
managements are not so efficient are allowed smaller quantities.
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Societies have been supplied free with liberal quantities of seeds of food products, vegetables, and 

curry stuffs, both by Govennuent and by the Agricultural Society. They have taken steps to increase 
the food production in their respective spheres, and some have been able to establish useful gardens. 
Arrangements were made with the Agricultural Society for the organization of agricultural shows and 
garden competitions under the auspices of Co-operative Credit Societies.

The foUbwing agricultural shows have been held? Galboda and Kinigoda Korales, at Beligam- 
mana ; MawatSa Pattu, at Mawatagoda; Three Korales, at RuwanweUa; Beligal Korale, at Dedigama; 
and Walapape, at NildandahiUna. These shows have been, on the whole, very satisfactory, and should 
serve as an encouragement towards increased food production.

 ̂ The following shows have been arranged: Matugama, Maha Pattu, Weligam Korale, Magam 
Pattu, Adikari Pattu, Galle-Wellahoda Pattu, and Galboda and Kinigoda Korales (second show).

The following garden competitions have been arranged : Akmimana, Talpe Pattu, Minuwangoda, 
Kumbuke Pftttu, Akuratiya, Pandatarippu, Uddupiddi, Handapangoda, MakiiUa, and Hiriyala Hatpattu.

a F inance oe Societies.
11. The balance sheet which is appended gives details of the financial position of societies on 

March 31, 1918.
12. Members.—The number of members of societies is 9,551. This shows a very satisfactory 

increase over the 6,027 contributing members at the end of 1916-17, but as this year’s total includes 
members of new societies recently formed who have not yet contributed fuUy for shares, it is imdesirable 
to calculate the percentage increase for the year. The ten societies that have been cancelled included 
154 members who had paid-up shares to their credit. These shares have been returned. Some of the 
older societies have been able to increase their membership during the period rmder review, but more 
*Can be done in this direction.

13. C ap ita l.— T̂he paid-up capital is now Es; 48,549, as compared with Rs. 32,994'25 in
1916-17. This increase of Rs. .15,554'75'must be looked upon as satisfactory, especially when the 
conditions of coconut and other industries is taken into consideration. The capital of the ten cancelled 
societies refunded during the year amounted to Rs. 563. I am glad to be able to report that many 
of the^older societies have responded well to the appeal for an morease of capital issued early in the year.

14. Deposits.— T̂he amount of money on deposit was Es.j ĵ646' 10, as against Rs. 486'84 in the 
preceding yean. This increase is due to the American Mission Agents’ Society in the Northern Province. 
I am lookhig for an improvement in deposits from aU societies.
• 15. Loans.—̂ The position in regard to loans is shown in the following statement:—

Loans given. Loans recovered. Loans outstanding.
® No. Amount. No. Amount. No. Amount.

Rs. c. Bs. c. Rs. e.
1916- 17
1917- 18

956
1,127

28,381 36 
41,407 77

504
764

16,222 37 
31,205 40

680
1,316

27,818 60 
50,209 44-

This gives an indication of the increased volume of work done by societies. The repayment of 
loans has been, on the whole, satisfactory. An improvement has taken place during the year. The 
amount of loans which are overdue is Rs. 7,743'56. There are stiU a few societies, the members of which 
are slack in the matter of repayment of loans. These are receiving careful attention, and prosecutions 
of defaulting members have been authorized in some instances. Managing committees are being 
constantly urged to see that overdue loans do not amount to considerable sums, and sureties in a few 
cases have been called upon to liquidate the debts of members. By this means it is hoped to impress upon 
sureties their obligations to the society of which they are members.

' The majority of loans issued are for cultivation purposes, but loans have also been issued for 
the following purposes : Purchase and lease of land; purchase of seed, cattle, carts, and manure; 
carpentry and furniture manufacture ; gold and silver work ; pottery manufacture; purchase of sewing 
machines j» purchase of materials for basket-making; sewing and dress-making ; dealing in vegetable 
products; and the redemption of old debts. From such a list the magnitude of the assistance that 
the Co-operative Credit Societies’ movement renders to the poorer classes can be judged. The loans are 
given on personal security; sureties from other members of the same society are demanded. No 
reliable member in difficulties is refused a loan when funds are available, but, as is natural at the 
beginning of the movement, funds are often insufficient to meet all demands.

16. Government Loans to Societies.— T̂wo societies, Galboda and Kinigoda Korales and Nanaddan 
East Societies, received loans of Rs. 750 andRs. 500, respectively, during the year, and loans to six other 
societies have been recommended. A total of Rs. 388'SO was refunded to Government during the year 
as instalments of loans and interest thereon. The position on March 31 is shown by the following table

Amount Amount Balance
Name of Society. received.

* Rs.
Walapane . .  . .  660
Hinidiun Pattu . .  226
Kalapaluwawa . .  250
Kumbuke Pattu ..  1,000
Pandatarippu ..  1,000
'Galboda and Kinigoda Korales 750 
Nanaddan East . .  500

repaid. out­
standing.

Bs.
198
90

100
100

Rs.
462
135
150
900

1,000
750
500

4,386 488 3,897

Name of Society.

Adikari Pattu 
Haltota . .
Handapangoda 
Dakunu-Talangafna . 
Unanwitiya 
Valikamam West Headmen’s 500

Rs.
1,000
1,000

600
1,000

' 5 0 0

Recommended
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

4,500

All loans to societies are now made at an interest of 5 per cent, per annum, apd repayments of 
instalments has been sanctioned to begin two years from the date of receipt of loans.

17. Interest.— T̂he general tendency of societies is to reduce the rate of interest as far as such a 
policy is consistent with their business operations. The rates jange from 6 to 12 per cent., and the rates 
of interest on deposits from 2 to 5 per cent.
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18. Profits.— T̂he total profits realized by all societies during the yean amounted to Rs. 4,772‘ 18,
and the expenditure for stationery and postage was Rs. 749'23. The nett profit was, therefore, 
Rs. 4,022• 95, as compared with Rs. 2,025" 65 in 1916-17. These profits, after providing for items 
carried forward, have all been credited to the reserve fund, except in the case of one society, which has 
credited in the pass books of all members a small distiibution of profits. The question of the distribution 
of profits is at present being considered, and general rules are being drafted. *

19. Reserve Funds.— T̂he reserve funds of all working societies now amoimt tb a total of 
Rs. 6,675" 00. This ^ an increase of Rs. 3,429"28 over last year, and shows the satisfactory progress 
being made.

General.
20. The Government has been pleased to sanction an amendment to the Post Office Savings 

Bank rules, so that Co-operative Credit Societies may withdraw on demand amounts up to Rs. 50. The 
rules on this subject are now as follows ;—

Withdrawals of Small Sums on Demand. ,
To Rule 14 A (1) add “ Provided further that in the case of Co-operative Credit Societies registered 

imder Ordinance No. 7 of 1911 the maximum which may be withdrawn on demand at any one time shall be 
Rs. 50 instead of Es. 10.” '

In Rule 14 a (3) after “ Societies ” insert “ other than Co-operative Credit Societies registered under 
Ordinance No. 7 of 1911.”

This concession has been appreciated by many societies, for it makes it unnecessary for societies 
to hold large sums in cash to meet urgent demands.

21. In the “Tropical Agriculturist’’articles on co-operative credit have regularly appeared through­
out the year, as also in the vernacular journals of the Agricultural Society, “ Govikam Sangarawa ” and í 
“ Kamattolil Vilakkam.” These Vernacular journals are distributed free of cost to all working societies.

22. Arrangements have been made for the issue of simple leaflets on co-operative credit, with
a view to spreading information in regard to the objects and benefits, of the movement. Lectures on 
Co-operative Credit Societies have been given to all students at the' School of Tropical Agriculture, 
Peradeniya, and proposals for short courses of training for office bearers of societies are under 
consideration. ^ •
. _ • 23. In conclusion, it may be stated that the year 1917-18 has seen a satisfactory improvement 
in the Co-operative Credit Societies’ movement. Societies are being kept upon safe lines oí business 
untü the principles of the movement have been more fuUy understood. Some societies have a good 
grasp of the business that can be undertaken, and realize the benefits that are bound eventually to 
accrue. The Secretary of the Board of Control Was on tour 125 days, and the Inspector for TamU districts 
40 days, in addition to fom: months’ residence in the Northern Province. The closer the touch between 
societies and inspecting officers, the greater the progress that wiU be recorded. It is also most desirable 
that these officers should be famUiar with the detailed working of the societies, for the time is not far 
distant when some societies with large spheres of operation can, with advantage, be broken up into 
smaller units. This cannot take place untü suitable office bearers are forthcoming, but with the spread 
of knowledge of co-operative credht this difficulty wül be overcome. In India much assistance to Co­
operative (>edit Societies has been given to the movement by unofficial workers and enthusiasts, and 
I would strongly recommend co-operative credit to the attention of those members of the eommimity 
who are interested in the material and social weKare of the masses. The agriculture and industry of 
the villager can be advanced by the co-operative credit movement more rapidly than by other means, 
and the experience of our neighbour, India, should serve as an object lesson in this direction. There are 
difficulties, but they can be overcome by steady work.

24. It is with pleasure that I again record the assistance that has been given to me from time to 
timé by the Registrars of Co-operative Credit Societies in India. The present report covers the fifth 
year of Co-operative Credit Societies in Ceylon, and the progress made has been greater than during 
any previous yearly period. This has been brought about by the steady work of the Co-operative Credit 
Officers, of the Department, and by the praiseworthy efforts of the majority of office bearers of working 
societies. These office bearers work throughout the whole year without any hope of remuneration. 
The efforts of some of these office bearers, so ungrudgingly given, is most praiseworthy. The results 
of their work are, however, attracting attention, and they have the satisfaction of knowing that to them 
the co-operative credit movement in the Colony owes the greatest debt. It is upon the efforts of the 
societies’ office bearers that succéss depends, and the brief records provided by the Secretary of the Board 
of.Clpntrol, on the working o| the various societies, should be scrutinized by all office bearers with care.

Juñe 15, 1918.

F. A. STOCKDALE,
Director of Agriculture, and 

Registrar of Co-operative Credit Societies.

ÀPPÎÎ2SIDIX.—WORKING  ̂ OF SOCIETIES.
• “ Western Province.

Colombo District.
Minuwangoda Society maintains its reputation as the most successful society in the district. In spite 

of the depressed state of the coconut market, the society has been able to increase its membership, capital, 
and profit during the year. It is offermg a free scholarship tenable for four years at the Minuwangoda Anglo- 
Vernacular School. The ne^ssary funds will be forthcoming from the reserves of the society,*and the proposal 
has received the sanction or the Registrar. This society handled 22 tons of manures for coconut and paddy 
cultivation during the year. The same office bearers continue to hold the responsible offices.

Sidwwa Society is beginning to make progress. The Organizing Secretary, Rev. Mr. Mendi^, resigned 
his office as he had to leave the district on transfer, and in his place another enthusiastic worker in thé person 
of Mr. D. J. Jayawardena, Notary Public, was appointed. Rev. Mr. Pieris, Vice-President, presides at meetings 
in the absence, of Mudaliyar C. H, A, Samarakkody, and takes an interest in its work.
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Oodakahapalata Society has interested itself in the distribution of paddy manures amongst its members, 
-and if not for the unsatisfactory state of the coconut market, the society would have made better progress.

All the above societies are in Alutkuru korale north, and MudaUyar C, H, A. Samarakkody is their 
President.

ISenaratgoda Society was re-organized at the beginning of the year, and the ofiSce bearers are now taking 
a keener interest in its working. It has secured the services of a good Secretary, and it is hoped that the 
society will make progress.

Kala/patuwawa Society is working successfully, and holds its meetings regularly. It has increased its 
capital. Members take a better interest in the agricultural pursuits, and the Treasurer was successful in 
securing 12 bushels of seed paddy from Matara suitable for flood areas for distribution among members.

lldugahtt-Meda Depa^u Society is progressing under its new Vice-President. It has increased its member­
ship and its capital. The Secretary, who took a keen interest in the society’s work for over two years, tendered 
his resignation at the last annual meeting, and a new Secretary has been appointed. Members are now taking 
a keener interest in the work. This society, with support from its President, will become a prominent one.

Aturugiriya-Kottawa Society has made better progress this year. The members continue to deal in 
manure with profit. The society holds its meetings more regularly under the presidency of Mudaliyar G. A. 
Dias B%.ndaranayaka. . '  ■

Dakunu Talangama Society continues to make rapid progress. The society raised its nominal capital 
from Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 1,500, and, having sold all the shares, raised it again to Rs. 2,500. This societjr is a 
pure village society, and is doing quite good work. It  has been recommended for a loan of Rs. 1,00(1 from 
Government.

Jayawardanapura-Kotte Society was re-organized at the end of the year, and it is hoped that the society 
will now become a useful working society.

Oangaboda Pattu of Siyane Korale East Society has again come to a standstill. It has been decided 
to  approach the Mudaliyar of the korale for his active support.

Golomho Plumbago Employees Society has not reahzed expectations. Those responsible for its working 
"are not taking sufficient interest m the society. It  may again be stated that the society has before it a great 
and useful field of work for the betterment of a very deserving class of people.

The Qocemment Printing Office Society is one of the new societies started in the district. The society, 
which was started in October last, has made very satisfactory progress. The first annual meeting was held 
in May, When the Registrar and the Secretary of the Board of Control were present. Mr. H. 0. Cottle, the 
Government Printer, was elected President, and Mr. H. M. Richards, Vice-President. Thanks are due to 
the laW;er for the initiation of the society, and the former for the interest he takes in its affairs. This society 
has a laudable object to perform, that is, of rescuing a number of men from the usurious money lender, and 
the society has made a good beginning in this direction. Similar societies are a great necessity in the city of 
Colombo, and it is hoped that this is only a forerunner of others. The society raised its capital from Rs.̂  2,500 
io  Rs. 5,000 at the annual meeting, and proposes to amend the by-laws as a result of experience gained. The 
Secretary eShd the Treasiirer have done their work well.

® Kosgama-Kaluagala Society has made a very poor effort to start its work. The cancellation of the 
registration of the society is under consideration, but has not yet been definitely decided upon.

Kalutara District.

The numbeS“ bf Moieties in this district has doubled during the year, as the result of enthusiastic efforts 
of the chief headmen of the various subdivisions of the district.

Kumbuhe Pattu Society is continuing to do very useful and good work. It holds a record for punctual 
repayment of loans. Its work is methodical. The office bearers and the members co-operate for the successful 
working of the society. Meetings are held regularly, and members attend meetings regularly. . The society 
is doing its work satisfactorily.

Adikari Pattu Society has a good Secretary, and its work is being carried out satisfactorily.’ The repay­
ment of loans on due dates is not rigidly enforced. This is a very imdesirable practice, and the Secretary 
has the sanction of the Registrar to sue the defaulters, so that they may realize the necessity of punctuality 
of repayment.

Haltota Society has become a good working society. It has made rapid progress, and has increased its 
capital, membership, and profits. The society transact considerable business in cash loans and loans of manures. 
This society has been recommended for a loan from Government.

Handapangoda Society is continuing to make good progress, and the number of new members is increasing. 
It is earning substantial profits year after year, and the aSairs of the society are quite satisfactory. The 
Assistant Government Agent, Kalutara, on the recommendation of the Mudaliyar and at the request of the 
Registrar, has recognized the good work done by the society by the grant of two tracts of paddy fields on- 
lease to the society. This society has been recommended for a loan from Government.

Galpata Society has not made sufficient progress. The work of the Secretary leaves much to be desired. 
With the appointment of a new Secretary the society should make better progress.

These five societies have done much useful Work in the Korale, and the thanks of the members areitiue 
to Gate Mudaliyar J. A. Wirasinghe, Mudaliyar of Rayigam korale, for the continued interest he has taken in 
their work from their inception. • . ;

Maha Pattu North Society is making fairly good progress since the appointment of the new Secretary, 
who loyally assists Mudaliyar F. D. Samarasmgha, the President of the society, to make the society a useful 
one.  ̂ The Assistant Government Agent, KalutarSj, and the Registrar, attended its last annual general meeting 
and addressed the members in an effort to popularize the society. ;

Mahagama Society is a village society in the Pasdun korale east, and haa^i^ade a start in lending money 
and manures to members. The society has secured the services otthe schoolmaster of the village as Secretary.

Panadure-Talpitibadda Society has made a gpod beginning, and it is hoped that the society will expand 
its scope of work.

Waddubadda Society is a new society started imder the presidency of the Totamune Mudaliyar .and 
has an enthusiastic Secretary. The society would be advised to hojd its meetings mòre frequently for the 
conduct of business. * " •

Kalutarabadda Society is the third society in the Totamxme started by its Mudaliyar. Another 
enthusiast who took a deal of mterest in the initiation of the society has ofiered his services as Secretary. 
This society, too, should hold its meetings more frequently. %

Matugama Society is the first society to be started in the Pasdun korale west under the presidency of 
Mudaliyar D. T. Perera, who has organized five other societies in the korale. This society has made a good 
start. The Assistant Government Agent, Kalutara, and the Registrar attended its first annual meeting and 
addressed the members.

Dodangoda Society took a long time to start work, and the appointment of new office bearers will, it is 
hoped, help the society to show good work. - -. •
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Welipenna Society, too, started work very late in the year, and new office bearers were appointed at
the first anpual pieeting-

Itta/pana Society has secured the services of the schoolmaster as Secretary. He is taking an interest 
in the work- It has already begun to distribute manures for paddy. Its annual meeting was neld in April 
under the presidency of the Registrar.

MigamhOdda Society is the fifth society in the korale, and is working very successfully. The members 
take a keen interest in the society, which is becoming popular. It is lending manure and mone^ to members.-

Namutudw/ooi Society, the sixth society in the korale, had not begun work at the end of the year.

Centeai Peovincb#
Kandy District,,, .

The Kandyan Association Society has started its work and has rnade some progress. The Government 
Agent, Central Province, attended the annual meeting of the society and gave an interesting address, which was 
full of encopragenient And sympathy. This will go a great way to facilitate the future work of the society.

VdagOmpaha Society has not made any progress, but with the promised support of the chief headman 
it should be able to make some. ' •

TJda Durrihara Society’s state of affairs is still in the same condition, and a change towards progress is 
very much desired.

■; Oalogedara Society is also at a standstill. The Ratemahatmaya of Tumpane has promised his support 
for the revival of the society’s work.

Hataraliyadda Society’s work has suffered a little, but* the present Secretary and President have promised 
to attempt to improve its position.

Harispaftu Society’s registration has been cancelled, and the share money has been refunded te members 
through the Government Agent, Central Province.

XJduwawald Society’s registration will be cancelled as soon as the money paid for shares has been 
refunded to members. o

Uda Bulatgcma Society, started at the end of the year, has rbade a small beginning.

Matale District. • - ►
Nagolla-Hvlangcmum^Society suffered a relapse, and the workiis again not satisfactory. A few 

members are, however, taking steps to bring the society into good working order.
Udugama-Doinbawcda Society’s registration has been oanceDed. ,

Nuwara Eliya District. • •
Walapane Society’s rate of progress is not so satisfactory this year. There are still many loans overdue. 

Members should realize the necessity of paying back their instalments punetuaUy, otherwise the society i |  
bound to suffer. The third instalment of the Government loan was repaid with the interest due. The society, 
as was resolved at the last annual meeting, held a village show in May. This was the first show in Walapase, 
and was a great success. The Assistant Government Agent, Nuwara Etiya, opened the show and distributed 
prizes. The society now proposes to hold a show annually. An experimental garden has been started at 
Harasbedda, and an Agricultural Instructor has been stationed there. The members of this society now have 
the services of an agricultural officer within their reach.

XJda Hcvoaheta Society is showing signs of progress, and the new Secretary, Mr. J. Girihagama, President, 
Village Tribunal, takes an interest in the work. The society proposes to start a Sunday market for the sale 
of produce jotf-̂ irienabirs at Padiyapelella.

' - ■ ' SotTTHEEN PEOVINCfe,
Oalle District, *

Talpe Patpa Society has suffered as a result of the depression of the*'coconut and coir industries, and 
a number of loans given was not repaid on the due dates. The society has, however, maintained its progress, 
and a large tuunber of members have started gardens with food and vegetable crops. The Secretary’s effort 
in this direction and in the establishment of a vegetable garden at the Gansabhawa premises at Ahangama 
is very creditable.

Wellaboda Pattu Society, as was expected, has made some progress in the enrolment of new members, 
collection of share money, and in the distribution, of manures since the appointment of the nev^ Secretary. 
The members have started a number of fairly large vegetable gardens, which give them a good return. There 
are still a few overdue loans to be recovered. The books of the society require to be kept in better order.

Akmimana Sociepy has made better progress this year, and the President of the society, Mudahyar
E. V. Gunaratne, continues to take an interest in its work. A Sunday market was organized under the auspices 
of the society, and the Government Agent, Southern Province, was present at its inauguration.

Galle-Gangdbdda Pattu Society has done a service to the cause of co-operation in arousing an interest 
in the spread of co-operation in the pattu. Three more village societies were started within the year in the 
pattu, and there are prospects of others being organized. This society is contmuing its work satisfactorily.

Hinidum Pattu Society has done better work this year than in the“previous year. There is still much 
work to be done by this society.

Unamoitiya Society is one of the most promising village societies. It has become very popular among 
the village population. AH are keen about the work, and are actively engaged in the promotion of the work 
of the society. The annual meeting was presided over by the Registrar. This society has been recommended 
for a loan from Government. The society has submitted a. scheme for erecting a bund, to protect the paddy 
fields from periodical floods, and this matter is under consideration by the Government Agent, Southern 
Province.

Akuratiya Society, which was organized by the efforts of its Secretary, Mr. Gimawardena, has already 
shown its usefulness to members. It has lent money and manures, apd has supplied those members who 
are in want with provisions at'cost price.

Oanegctma Society was established in the latter end of the year, and has already begun to do business.
■ This is another Society started by the efforts of the villagers themselves. It is \mder the patronage of the 

priest of the village temple.
Udugama Society begun its work after the close of the year. This society was organized by the two 

-headmen of the village. •  »
Bentota Society was^rganized by the Mudahyar of Bentota-WalaUawiti korale in the latter part of 

the year and has started work. Mr. R. F. D. Bandaranayaka Was elected as Secretary and Treasurer, and 
the society has already begun to be useful to members by loans of manure and money.

EVpitiya Society is the second society in the korale, and the same Mudaliyar has been appointed its 
President. The society is estabhshed in a purely agricultural district, and has a future before it. The society 
distributed 5 tons of manure during the last season to its members. The Secretary is enthusiastic, and takes 
an interest in the work.
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Matara District.

Kandaboda Pattu Society is receiving the undiminished attention of the Mudaliyar, its President, and 
is doing quite good work. The Secretary has kept the society’s books in excellent order, and the Registrar 
a t the^^eneral annual meeting complimented the Secretary upon the condition of his books. This society 
is gradually extending its operations.

Weligam^Korale Society has already borne fruits of its good work. The number of members, paid-up 
capital, and thp volume of business have been increased. The society has established an experimental- garden, 
and proposes to hold an agricultural show within the next year. The Treasurer of the society, who has been 
doing useful work since its inception, was appointed a Vidane Muhandiram by His Excellency the Officer 
Adrninistering the Go-vernment on the occasion of H is Majesty’s Birthday.

 ̂ Matara Society was initiated and organized by the new Gravets Mudaliyar, Mr. W. A. Amarasekara, 
who was once the Secretary of the üva society. The society has made a good beginning.

Mawarala Societyvras organized at the instance of Dr. C. A. Hewawitarana of Colombo, who has interests 
in the locahty. The & st inaugural meeting was held at the Mawarala estate, at which Mudaliyar P. F. 
de Livera was present. This society had not begun work at the close of the year.

® Hamhantota District.
Magam Pattu Society continues to do good work, and the loans are used by members solely fpr agricul­

tural purposes. There is still a vast field of work in an important centre of paddy cultivation like Tissa, and 
more support is wanted. The society proposes to hold an agricultural show in January next.

Oiruwa Pattu Society has transacted some business and shown signs of progress. The newly appointed 
Muhandiram of the pattu has been appointed Secretary of the society.

NOBTHEBN PbOVINCE,
 ̂ Jaffna District.

TJdwppiddi Society has completed another good year’s work, with satisfactory results.
Tellippalai Society shows marked progress since the appointment of the new President and Secretary. 

Its useful work is now appreciated by members. „
The Jaffna Industrial Society is making slow progress. The society could not advance owing to the 

scarcity of gold. This society deserves better support.
^Koppay Society did not realize expectations, and, in spite of the appointment of the new President, 

the progress of the society is slow.
Jaffna Central Society has at last started work this year, and it is hoped that the members will realize 

their responsibility and make the society a useful institution.
Pandatarippu Society has come to be one of the best working societies in the Province, and has made 

^ery satisfactory progress in all directions. The President of the society, Maniagar J. N. Sandrasegra, was 
in^uded among the recipients of Birthday Honours. He was appointed a Justice of the Peace.

Karaveddi Society continues to prosper under the presidentship of the Maniagar, and the funds of the 
society are utilized to the best advantage of members. The committee should give more support to the 
President.

Puloli Society has been slow in the initiation of its business, but at the present time the meetings are 
being held more regularly.

Valikamam West Headmen’s Society has made satisfactory progress, and has been recommended for 
a loan from Government. _ ,

Anaikoddai Society is doing some business, but its affairs should be brought to ̂  more satisfactory 
condition. _ ^

American Mission Agents’ Society is doing good work among its members. Its membership was increased 
during the year, and the deposits made by members go to show the utihty of the institution as a medium 
of encouraging thrift. -*

Punkudutivu Society was registered only recently, and has not started work.
Tolpuram-Mvdai Society is also a new society which has started work. Its beginning is quite 

satisfactory, and the members should continue to take an intelligent interest in the society.
Achchuvely Society has passed its by-laws and after two years made a start. The new Secretary is 

taking an interest in the society. ^
PoofierynrKolumptittwai Society is a new society awaiting registration. When registered it will prove 

a useful institution for the welfare of the people of the place. This society proposes to have a paddy bank, 
and to ply a boat between the peninsula and the mainland under the management of definite sub-committees.

Mannar District.
• Nanaddan East Society received a loan from Government, and is the only society working in the district. 

In spite of discouragement, the President continues to run the society on sound lines for the good of the people.
Mantai South and Mantai North Societies have failed to carry on the good work started by them, and the 

registration of the societies was cancelled and the funds have been liquidated.
Nanaddan West Society did not start work at all, and the registration has been cancelled.
Mannar Fish Supply Society’s by-laws were not acceptable imder the Ordinance, hence the registration 

of the society was cancelled. *
Eastebn Pbovinob.

* Batticaloa Districti
BaUicaloa District Society failed to work satisfactorily, and the registration was cancelled.
Tampiluvillu Society did not start work, and its registration was cancelled.
Kalmunai Society is a new society organized by the efforts of the Agricultural Instructor, K. Chinna- 

samypillai, of Batticaloa. It has begun work.
Bintenna North Society was started by the Ratemahatmaya of Bintenna North. The society can be 

of great service to the poor cultivators in the remote part of the countiy if properly worked. The society has 
not begrm work as yet.

Trincomalee District.
Trincomalte District Society was organized at a public meeting held at the Ka^cheri imder the president­

ship of the Assistant Government Agent, Trincomalee, and supported by the general pubhe. The society has 
before it some spade work to do in the district in the matter of co-operation.

Tiriyai, Kuchcheveli, and Pvlmoddai Societies were organized by the Police Headmen of Kumpurupiddi. 
who had A training at the School of Tropical Agriculture. The Assistant Government Agent has promised his 
support to these societies through his other minor headmen, and it  is hoped their combined effort will go to 
make the societies quite useful to the people of these villages.
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North-Westben Peovince.
Kwunegala DisPrict. . ,

Hiriyala Hatpattu Society continues to do good work among the members. The Registrar attended a  
special .meeting of the society in October last, when a number of new members joined the society.

Puttalam District.

PuUalam Society is again affected by the transfer of its President. This society should be revived, and 
its area of operation reduced. A little change in the constitution of the society will help the society to \york 
on sound lines.

Noeth-Centeae Peovincb.
Anwadhapwra Society is not making satisfactory progress. This society should have the support of 

the leading residents, oflaoial and unofficial, of the place if it is to be really a useful institution for tljp poor 
people of the locality.

Tqmarikaduwa Society's registration was cancelled as the society did not start work.

♦
Peovince oe TJva.

Badulla District.
Uva Society is doing its business in a small way. The members of the society, especially those of the 

committee, should give more support to its President and Secretary to make the society a useful one.
Makulla Society is making satisfactory progress. It has increased its usefulness, and has enrolled more ̂  

members and augmented its  capital. The Treasurer of the society, Mr. Bakmigahawela, Korala, takes an 
interest in the society.

Medagama Society has also made fairly good progress. The newly appointed Secretary and the 
Treasurer are expecting to make the society more useful to its members.

Bibile-Nilgala Society has done very useful work in the last year. Mr., C. W. Bibile is Secretary of the 
society. He is Agricultural Instructor of the district, and his knowledge of the country and his education 
have been of great use to the society.

These are pioneer societies in the Province, and the work of Ratemahatmaya Bibile in the organization 
of these societies has begun to bear fruit. Two other Ratemahatmayas have started societies in, their 
respective divisions. ^

Buttala Society was started by the Ratemahatmaya of Buttala at a meeting held at the cffice of the 
Ratemahatmaya, when the Secretary of the Board of Control was present. The transfer of the organizing 
Ratemahatmaya has affected the working of the society. The new Ratemahatmaya of Buttala was subse­
quently appointed President, and the society has started work.

Peovincb oe Sabaeagamuwa.
, Batnapura District.

Kadawatta Kbrald Society's registration was cancelled as the society did not work.
Batnapura Society was started in December last at a meeting held in the Roman Catholic schoolroom. 

A number of young men are taking an interest in the society, and they have shown good work within a short 
time. Mr. D. T. de S. Amarasekera took the initiative in the establishment of the society, and he was 
subsequently appointed Secretary. The first annual meeting was held in May, when the Government Agent 
Province of Sabaragamuwa, attended the meeting and addressed the members. This has already helped 
to popularize the society among the people. Mr. D. C. Wijesinha, Notary Public, is the President of 
the society.

Kendangamuwa Society was organized at a meeting held at Kendangamuwa, at which the Registrar 
presided. The Ratemahatmaya of Kuruwiti korale, Mr. J. W. Ekneligoda, was elected President of tha

'society. The society has started work.

Regalia District.
Oalboda and Kinigoda Korales Society has already shown the fruits of the perseverance of the President 

and Secretary in the management of the society. It  has increased its capital, membership, and transactions, 
with much benefit to members. The society received a loan from Government, and the money was utilized 
for loans to members who took a special interest in the growing of food crops and vegetable and curry stuffs. 
The society held the first agricultural show organized by Co-operative Credit Societies, and it  was quite 
successfvd. Locally grown curry stuffs, such as coriander and aniseed, .were exhibited at this show, and it is 
believed that this was the first time that such produce was exhibited in tìeylon.

' Three Korales Society revived its work in December last at a meeting held at Ruwanwella presided over 
by the Registrar. The new Ratemahatmaya of the Three Korales and Lower Bulatgama, Mr. J. H. Meedeniya, 
Junior, was appointed President. The society is making progress, and held a very successful agricultural 
show in March la s s a i  which locally grown products were e^diibited. The President has the assistance of the 
new Secretary in the working of the society.

Mawata Pattu Society is a new society started recently. This has started work. An agricultural show 
was held at Mawatagoda ip March last under the auspices of the society. The show was a decided success. 
These shows go to popularize the movement among the people. The Ratemahatmaya, Paranakuru korale, 

’■ is the President of the society.
Kanduaha Pattu Society is another new society started in the Paranakuru k'orale under the preside^ship 

of the Ratemahatmaya, and it has just made a start. • ,
Beligal Korale Society is the latest new society to be started in the Kegalla District. Thà |R^te- 

mahatmaya of the Beligal korale, Mr. L. B. Nugawela, Justice of the Peace, organized the society and became 
its first President. An agricultural show was held in the month of May at Dedigama, and was attended with 
success. The society is making some progress.- '

Peradeniya, June 15, 1918.
N. WICKRAMARATNE, 

Secretary, Board of Control, Co-operative
Credit Societies,
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E ducation. &c.1 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. D 1

THE COLOMBO MUSEUM.

REPORT OF THE ACTING DIRECTOR FOR 1917.

De . J. Peaeson, the Director of the Museum, left in January on war service, and his departure has 
naturally affected the institution. Since his departure I have been doing the dual duties of Acting Director 
and Secretary and Librarian.

Additions to the Collections.
The illustrations accompanying this report depict the more valuable additions that have been made 

to the collections.
♦ ClECUITS. —

'* During the year the following circuits were made by officers of the Department ■
In March the Acting Director, accompanied by Mr. A. E. Jayasinha, visited the Kandy District 

to inspect certain ethnographical collections with a view to purchase.
In February Mh. W. M. Fernando, Assistant to the Archseologioal Commissioner, presently 

attached to the Colombo Museum, accompanied Sir John Marshall, the Director-General of Archseology, 
India^to Polonnaruwa. He again went to Eolonnaruwa on July  19 and remajued there till August 23, 
in connection with the.eopying of certain of-the Demala Maha Seya and Gal Vihare frescoes.

Tha Acting Assistant in Systematic Entomology made the following tours :—January: Lake 
Tamblegam—window-pane oyster investigation. February : Kegalla District—collecting butterflies. 
May : Lake Tamblegam—^window-pane oyster investigation. July : Kandy and Maskehya—collecting 
butterflies.* September: Lake Tamblegam—window-pane oyster investigation. October: Lake Tamble- 
gafn—window-pane oyster investigation. October : Kotagala—transport of gourami to Kandy lake.

The Taxidermist and the Additional Assistant Taxidermist made the following tours:—^February: 
Puttalam—collecting birds. A ugust: Hambantota—collecting large mammals.

The Assistant Taxidermist made the following tours :—A ugust: Kalutara—collecting mammals. 
December : Horton Plains—collecting birds.

V isitoes. *
There has been a substantial decrease of visitors from the time the war bega,n, except in 1916. 

In 1914 the total number of visitors was 192,877 ; in 1915 145,691 ; in 1916 154,622; and in 1917 
123,20^ as follows :— Ceylonese, 117,215; European residents, 704*; strangers, 5,285.

D epaetmental R epoets.
I  annex the reports of (1) the Secretary and Librarian, (2) the Acting Assistant in Systematic 

Entomology, and (3) the Taxidermist.

(1) Repobt op- the Secbbtaby and Libbabian.
Det^led statistics of accessions, donations, &c., have been omitted this year.
Purchase and Binding of Books.—Rs. 742’ 06 was spent under this head.
Readers.—219 tickets were issued to readers for the year.
Accessions.—The number of volumes, serials, and pamphlets added to the Museum library was 763.
Cataloguing and Press-marking.—Owing to re-olassification and alterations many books had to be 

transferred to other sections, and press-marks altered and new catalogue slips written out. The serials also 
had to be press-marked, and a start made to catalogue them.

The card catalogue had to be arranged alphabetically: the slips numbered about 8,448. In this con­
nection Mr. B. M. J. Abeysingha did excellent work, helped by Messrs. M. M. Salim and A. E. Jayasinha. ,

Gebabd a . Joseph, Secretary and Librarian.

(2) Repobt op the Acting Assistant in Systematic Entomology.
During the year the collection of insects was cleaned and constantly attended to. All damaged 

specimens were repaired, and many new specimens identified. A few insects were presented in the course of 
the year, all of which received attention. Circuits have been few and limited, but a great deal of material 
was added to  the collection during these short expeditions. The principal additions to the coUection have 
been specimens of butterflies presented by Mr. W. Ormiston, whose practical help has been of the greatest 
assistance to the Museum. The Entomologist of the Royal Botanical Gardens presented the Museum with a 
collection of insects. The want of more show cases and store boxes is greatly felt. The old method of spraying 
the insects with a spray diffuser, literally washing them, has given place to methods more scientific and less 
likely to  damage specimens. Mr, Henry, now working a t the Royal Botanical Gardens, inspected the collection 

. monthly, and seemed quite satisfied th a t the cases were free from mould and mites^ and he was also pleased 
with the systematic indexing of the contents of the cases, which was found very valuable. In January, May, 
and September Finspeoted the window-pane oyster beds in Lake Tamblegam, besWes making analysis of the 
water a t various stations and tabulating the measurements of the oysters for the Marine Biological report. 
In  October I  paid a surprise visit in the night to Lake Tamblegam, consequent on various reports received, 
so aS^o be able to catch any poachers on the very valuable bank a t Paryaddy. The visit was uneventful, as 
there were two Moor weddings, and the whole village of Kinniyai, from where the poachers usually hail, was 
present a t  the functions. In  connection with the introduction of gourami to the Kandy lake, I  visited Kotagala 
and successfully transported ten  fish, averaging iu  weight seven pounds each.
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Mr. W. Ormiston and Mr. F. M. Mackwood made use of the collection. The catalogue of moths up to 
the end of 1917, which I expected to bring out some time back, has been delayed for want of time to typo 
the names of specimens and localities, which an ordinary clerk would find most difficult to do. Th# services of a 
boy to be trained to attend to the insects are greatly needed. Since the services of the boy who atteaded to 
the collection were dispended with, I have had to devote much of my time to re-naphthalening the cases, &o. 
I have found that formalin used judiciously keeps the specimens free from mould and mites. »

C, Solomons, Acting Assistant in Systematic Entomology,

(3) Repoet op the Taxidbemist.
Field Work.—During the year, accompanied by the Additional Assistant Taxidermist and two collectors, 

I made two trips, one to Puttalam on February 20 for three weeks, returning on March 12, to collect birds, 
and the other on August 21 for three weeks, returning on September 12 to Hambantota and Katagamuwa, to 
collect large mammals. The Assistant Taxidermist and Head Collector John Singho made two trips to K îlutara 
District and Horton Plains for one week-each trip, the former to collect mammals and the latter for birds.

Work of the Staff.—My staff was wholly engaged this year in assisting mo in mounting two large mammal 
groups. One group sambur {Euaa undcolor), secured last year at Buttuwe, Southern Province, consists of a 
buck, doe, and fawn. The other consists of three panthers (Felis pardus) secured this year at Elatagamuwa. 
Another panther from last year’s collection was also mounted and exhibited in the latter group.

The Additional Assistant Taxidermist was instrumental in securing all the bigger mammals, and was 
responsible for mounting them. Mr. W. M. Fernando, Assistant to the Archaeological Commissioner, who is 
at present attached to the Museum, helped me greatly by colouring and painting the back scenes and miniature 
rock of the panther ahd sambur group cases. This new method of mounting is intended to depict the natural 
aspect of these animals’ abodes. A rare specimen of the common jungle cat (Felia affinis) was presented by  ̂
Mr. J. B. M. Kelaart, of Ja-ela, and wiU be mounted later.

Mammalia.—-The following specimens were added this year to the duplicate collection :—Three bear 
monkeys (Presbyds uraimia), two Madras langurs {Preshytia priamua), and four Ceylon dusky striped squirrels 
(Funambulus kathaleenea). ' These were collected by my staff, and an albino of the Indian chevrotain {Tragulus 
meminna) was acquired by purchase.

Birds.—Seventy birds (forty species) were collected at Puttalam and Horton Plains, An albino of the 
Indian gray crow (Cdrma aplendena) was presented by Dr. C. Sittampalam, of Kahmmai. A fine and rare 
specimen of the peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), presented by Mr. W. E. Wait, was mounted,and exhibited.

Beptiles.—The two large lead troughs containing reptiles were re-painted and re-moimte3 and fresh 
formalin put in. A  chameleon (Ohamseleon calcaratus) from Puttalam was presented by Mr. W. E. Wait.

In consequence of retrenchment owing to the war a great part of the pre-arranged programme fof 
securing specimens for'th'C Museum had to be abandoned, but despite this the collections made during the ygar 
by the Additional Assistant Taxidermist were extremely good.

In addition to other work, my assistants and I  surpervised the opening and cleaning of cases and the 
cleaning of all the exhibited specimens in them.

H. F. FeenaNdo, Taxidermist.
^ D o n a t i o n s .

1. Fifteen? Sinhalese coins, "by "Ihe Government 
Agent, North-Western Province.

2. An ancient door from the Purana Dangala
Viharaya. The door is sawn out block,
7 feet by 3 feet, and 3J inches thick. The front of 
the door is carved and painted. The lower part has 
two figures holding “ Chamaras,” and the upper part 
floral carvings. Presented by Dhammananda Thero, 
Incumbent of Dangalla Vihare.

3. One old cannon, found under the roadway at 
the junction of St. John’s road-Keclamation road, 
Pettah, at a depth of 3 feet 6 inches below the surface, 
by Mr. M. R. Atkins, Resident Engineer, Colombo 
Drainage Works.

4. One stone inscribed “ Stads Wagt Ao. 1702,”

by Mk R. "W. Byrde, Chairman, Municipal Council, 
Colombo; brought from “ Elie H ouse” reservoir, 
Mutwal. The stone markedthe site of the old Dutch 
Guard House (City Guard) put up by (jovemor 
Gerrit de Heer.

5. One carved coconut pill case, by Mr. C. E. E. 
Fernando, Moratuwai

6. Two brick Makara Toranas with Buddha in 
the middle, and one stone with figure of Buddha and 
two male figures, from Ramba Vihare at Ambalan- 
tota, by Mrs. Simon Hewavitarana, Kollupitiya.

7. 538 Sinhalese copper coins, by^Mr. F. R. 
Bisset, Epplawatta estate, Dolosbage.

8. Eight Eg5q)tian (six silver and two copper) 
current coins, by Mr. T. Sathasivam, Colombo.

PUKCHASBS.
1. One old “ murunga ” plate.
2. One old china willow-pattern bath.

^,*3. On%,«arved brass Dutch tobacco box, with 
inscriptions and a picture, of King Frederick the 
Great, dated 1757.

4. One ancient carved ivory panel.
5. One antique Kandyan brass box, with signs 

of the zodiac and an inscription.
6. One ancient Kandyan brass incense burner, 

with lion and wooden handle.
7. One brass lamp, with a female figure.

One old Kandyan saw.
One old brass cobra lamp and two figures.
One Kandyan silver eftrpick.
One toothpick, one earpiek, and a key cut

out of bone.
12. One tortoise-shell box with silver mountings.
13. One old carved red sandalwood chair.
14. Two old brass hanging lamps (lion pattern).
15. Two elaborately *arved panels of ancient 

wooden Kandyan doorway.
16. One gold sheet “ Ratana Yantaraya,” used 

for warding off evil spirits.
17. One gold “ Pancha3mda ” charm, to protect 

children from evil spirits.
18. One ancient bronze statue of Mahinda (?).

8.
9.

10.
11.

19. One Small statue of Krishna.
20. One antique bronze image, “Maitri Bodhi- 

satwa ” (?). Height, 1 foot 8 inches.
21. One elaborately carved ivory box (‘ ‘ liyapata ’ ’ 

design), supported- on three ivory elephants.
22. Two gold-plated brass lions, “ kesarasinha ” 

pattern.
23. Old eight-branched brass lamp, with bo-leaf

droppings and cock on top. •
24. One old “ kindura ” figure lamp, in brass.
25. One Asiatic Banking Corporation note, 

Colombo Branch, for £1, dated May 1, 1866.
26. One carved ivory pill box.
27. One large specimen of crystal of beryl for­

mation in quartz, weighing about 50 pounds.
28. One large specimen of amethyst, weighing 

about 50 pounds.
29. One carved coconut shell.
30. Two wooden carvings, tops i>f doorways.
31. One old bronze figure of a Hindu god.
32. One old Sinhalese doorway (Dutch piftiod), 

12 feet 4 inches high, 7 feet 5 inches v ^ e , frorrj-IVIaha 
Vidana Walawwa, Welitara.

33. One large piece of quartz crystal, weighing 
about 80 pounds.

    
 



ANCIENT CARVED WOODEN PANEL. HINDU TEMPLE, POINT PEDRO.
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MAIIJIBEYA BO^HISATTVA ? KDRÜNEGALA. OLD TEMPLE DOOR. DANGALLA VIHARE, SlYANE KORALE.
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OI.D BTOHT-BRANCHED KA>;nïAîî liAMP, \VIT3 BO-T.V\F DROPPINGS A■̂TD COGI-'

ROMAWANA, KGRXJNEGAI.A. 
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E liA B O R A T E L Y  CARVED IV O R Y  B O X , SU PPO R T E D  O N T H R E E  E E E PH A N T S.

.,.,-PiArED BS..SS Liorr’, “ resarasingha pa ' '̂ i .n ' evdaavala, Du;er'RA.
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Two Olt» BBABS HANaiNG LAMPS, LIOM PATTEEM. WAKKANÜWALA, KTJRUNEQALA.
- ..-4

. : . -f"

&

A.NCIENT -RHICK, WIXH WAK.̂ KA. 
TOKANA AISTD BUDDHA IN 

THE MIDDUE.
R.AMBA VIHARAYA, AMBAD/ANTOTA.

-■ 'T/iTiivV ,AVVJ,' -r. i/; :

ANCÍKKT STOtSTIS, WITH FiaURE OF 
BUDDHA AND TWO MADE 

FIGURES.
RAMBA VIHARAYA, AMBALANXOTA.

ANCIENT BRICK, WITH MAKABA 
TORANA AND BUDDHA IN 

THE MIDDLE.
RAMBA VTHARAYA, AMBALANTOTA,

    
 



ANCIENT CARVED IVORY PANEL. RATNAPDRA.
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Zoological D onations.-
2 panther foetus (Fe lis  pardua). Mr. O. R. D. S. Jayawardena, Patabendi Arachehi, Ambalangoda.
2 subiupntane Ceylon palm squirrels (FunanAulus palmarum javonica), Mr. W. Ormistori, Haldummulla. 
i  jungle cat {Felis afflnia). Mr. J. B. M. Kelaart, Ja-ela.
1 Malay bittern {Gorsachus melanolophus). Mr. John Marks, Moneragala.
.1 peregrine falcon {Falco peregrinus). Mr. W. E. Wait, C.C.S., Puttalam.
1 oora^» watercoek { Q a l l i c r e x  c i n e r e a ) .  Mr. E. E. Davidson, Education Department, Colombo. 
lA u'fl^w l { S t r i x  f l a m m e a ) .  Master Justin E. Pieris, Jaffna.
1 brown fish owl {Ketupa zeylonieua). Mr. W. Po3mtz Spurway, Kandapola.
1 South Indian babbler {Crateropus striatus). Mr. J. H. Spedding, Pundalu-oya.
1 albino Indian gray crow {Corvus splendens). Dr. C. Sittampalam, Kalmunai.
1 Indian pitta {P itta  brachyura). Mr. W. A. Cave, Colombo.
1 common Indian night'jar { G a p r i m u l g i è s  a s i a t i c u s ) .  Mr. W. A. Cave, Colombo.
1  Gvoaodile { O r o e o d i l u s  p o r o m s ) .  Mr. Henry _L. de Mel, Colombo.’
1 crocodile {Crocodilus palustris). Mr. Henry L. de Mel, Colombo. 
i  chameleon {Chameleon calcaratus). Mr. C. J. Fernando, Bambalapitiya.
1 chameleon { C J i a m s e l e o n  c a l c a r a t u s ) .  Mr. W. B. Wait, C.C.S., Puttalam.- 
Snakes :—

Lyeodon aulieus. Lieut.-Col. P. J. Harris, Army Pay Department, Colombo.
D i p s o s  c e y l o n e n s i s .  Mrs. R. H. Cooper, Bogawantalawa.
PolyodontopMs svbpurictatus. Mr. Leigh Smith, Training CoDege, Colombo.
Lyriocephalus scutatus. Mr. J. N. Thomas, Trinity College, Kandy.
Hydrophis spiralis. Mr. Percy O. Janz, Ceylon Government Railway, Ragama.
Ghrysopetea ornata. Mr., S. D. O. Gunasekera, Waga.
Zamerds muoosus. Mr. H. C. P. Bell, Kandy.
Lycodon aulious. Mr. John Rudd,.Kandy.

, Ghrysopelea ornata. Mr. T. A. Pitfiald, Matale.
Tic polonga {Vipera mssellii). Mr. H. S; de Livera, Proctor, Colombo.

, , ■ Tebasubb Teove. ■
One lot of plaque coppei coins, found during an excavation in Ghilaw, were sent to the Museum 

by¿th  ̂Jlon. the Colonial Secretary, in terms of section 6 of Ordinance Mo. 17 of 1887.«»̂ The design, which 
is practically identical in all, consists of the goddess Lakshmi standing upon a. lotus and grasping in her 
hand stalks of the same plant, which terminate in small flowers, supporting two'small elephants with 
water pots in their trunks. On the reverse is the railed Svastika between two symbols. The metal is 
popper and very brittle. Mr. H. W. Codrington, C.C.S., thinks that in aU probabihty these coins date 
from before the commencement of the Christian era.

“ Spolia Zbÿlanica .”
Durihg the year Voi. X., Part 39, of “ SpoHa Zeylanica,” edited by Messrs. C. T. Symons and 

W. A. Cave, Honorary Secretaries of the Ceylon Natural History Soeiety, was pubhshed. The following 
papers and notes appeared in it :— Ŵait, W. E. : Notes on Ceylon Water-Birds. Wait, W. E. : Rough 
Draft of Ceylon Pigeons and Game Birds : Records of Ceyksfê gpeoies. Petoh, T. : Note on the 
Emergence of Winged Termites. Symons, C. T. : Note oh tĥ .-Breeding Habits of the “ Did-he-do-it ” 
{Sarcogrammus indiens). Cave, W. A. : Note on Wilson’s 'S^my Petrel (0, océaniens) at Colombo. 
Procee(Jjngs of the Ceylon Natural History Soeiety. . •

Dem ala  Maha Seva  and  Gal V ihaee P ebscoes.
Three large paintings of the Demala Maha Séya frescoes, prepared by Mr. D. A. L. Perera, of the 

Archaeological Survey, were suitably framed, labelled, and hung. They are ;—
{a) The Sanhisa Ladder.—The descent of Buddha to Sankisa from the Trayatrinsa heaven, after 

preaching bana to the Devas and his mother M aya Devi.
(b) Boat yScewe.—Buddha seated on a platform under a canopy, with a disciple on either side and 

•an additional attendant. The boat (Sinhalese angula) is propelled by rowers at bow and stem.
(c) Buddha in the Dharmachahra Mudra, or attitude of teaching, on an ornamented Padmasana, with

large aureole of rays {Budu-res) encircling the whole figure and a nimbus round the head.
In regard to {a), the Museum is greatly indebted to Dr. C. A. Hèwavitarana for haying the picture 

(15 ft; 7 in; long, 7 ft. wide) mounted and suitably framed and hung : it faces, the main staircase.
In March, 1917, Sir John Marshall, Director-General of Archæology in India, in a semi-official 

letter to me, desired to have two frescoes copied in the Gal -Vihare, which, he stated, greatly impressed 
him, more especially one of the heads in this cavé temple, in the right diand iront tremer, which he 
characterized as a “ singularly beautiful piece o¿.work end oí exceptional value for the history of art 
in the lateif mediæval epoch.”. Sir John MarshaU also suggested that the remaining frescoes at Demala 
Maha Séya be copied by the Ceylon Government before further deterioration takes place.,' He stated : 
.“ We have scarcely any paintings, in India of the period to which the Ceylon frescoes belong, and their 
reproduction therefore would be an immense service to us.”

I  addressed Government bn the subject, and was able to send Mr. W. ,M. Femando, of the 
Archæological Survey, and presently attached to the Colombo Museum, to take copies of the two 
Gal Vihare frescoes for Sir John Marshall, which were re-copied here for .thé Colombo Museum. The 
opportunity'was also taken to copy six frescoes of the Demala Maha_ Seya. The frescoes copied 
were':—,'

(fl) Basa Jatalca.— Indra, sketching the couchant hare oh the face of the moon.
{e) Ghulla Faduma Jatalca.—K  wicked wife, who tried to murder her husband, and finally, with 
I her paramour, was broùght before her husband, then king;

(/) Tn,ndi '̂-^^~*' '̂ka.— Ân old woman reared, as children, two young bigs .deserted by the s<jw, 
hami ' m Maha Tundila and Ghulla Tundila. . v .

{g) Quttila « .Jaha.—How a great musician played, by aid of Balera, to the delight of all who heard. 
(h) Vidhura Bandita  Jaiufo.—Dispute by four kings for the hand of Princess Irandati (daughter 

■ of King Viruna).
■ (Ì) Maitribala Jatalca.— K̂ing Maitribala (Bodhisatva) oflering his own flesh and .bloqd to the 

five yahshas exiled by Ruberà.
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(j) Gal Vihare; North-ea^tCormr'^^-t.VessantaraJataka.— K̂ing Vessantara (Bodhisatva), as ascetic, 
with his Queen Maddi, Priuce Jali, and Princess Kanhajina going to Vamka-giri (mountain).

{h) Smih-easi Corner : Vessantara Jataka.—King Vessantara, as ascetic, on his way t® Vamka-giri 
with his Queen Maddi, Prince Jali, and Princèss Kanhajina. *

On receipt of the two frescoes of Gal Vihare, sent to Sir John Marshall as a,donation from 
the Ceylon Government, Sir John wrote : “ The copies have been made with the greatesli^iU and care,’v__ 
and will be much appreciated in the Imperial Museum at Calcutta, where' I propose to efebit them.
■We are much indebted to you for the interest you have taken in the matter.”

I, through Dr. C.. A. Hewavitarana, appealed to leading Buddhist gentlemen, and secured the 
sum of Rs. 1,400 towards copying the remaining frescoes at Demala Maha Seya before it is too late to 
do so. Besides. Dr. Hewavitarana, Messrs. D. C., E. R., and D.‘8- Senan^yaka, 'W. A. de Silva, J.P., 
apd D. M. Samaraweera, Muhandiram, subscribed and raised the sum mentioned; which has been placed 
in my hands. This sum will be supplemented by money from the Muséum votes to carry on this work, 
which will be done by Mr. W. M. Fernando. The work will take about three'months : it will be 
gratifying, when finished, and the pictures are hung in the Colombo Museum, to know that these fast- 
disappearing unique,twelfth-century paintings of Buddhist art have been copied, I thank the gentlemen 
who subscribed so willingly, and made it possible for me to have the work done.

Museum fob the Coloj b̂o Tbaining College.
Mr. Leigh Smith solicited the help of the Museum in.starting a school museum. Special cases, 

designed by the'- Taxidermist of the Colombo Museum, were made and some specimens supplied. It is 
hoped that the Training College will soon have a good collection of exhibits properly shown and labelled.

Classification of Stone Antiquities.
' '5ie services of Mr. 'W. M. Fernando, of the Arehæological Survey Department, were loaned to® 

this Department for four months, but on my recommendation he was transferred to this Department for 
work̂ here indefinitely, till his services are required in the Arehæological Survey. He has done most 
excellent work. He has catalogued, numbered, and labelled all the stone antiquities, and opened a 
register, giving full particulars of each exhibit, with references to Uterature and corresp^denee referring 
to them. Printed descriptive labels in English and Sinhalese have been affixed in frames witfe^lass, 
and placed opposite each specimen. Hitherto many specimens were not labelled, and there was no 
register. The numbering of the specimens and the cataloguing of them in the register give «,11 desired 
Information in regard to each exhibit. The ancient inscriptions have also been suitably labelled in 
English and Sinhalese, giving date, description, and references to literature.  ̂ ->

Labelling of Teees in the Museum. ^
The Director of Agriculture, at my request, had the more prominent trees in the grounds labelled 

by Mr. H. F. MacMillan, Curator of the Royal Botanic Gardens. Visitors often wish to be enlightened 
in regard to names, so it was necessary to have labels for the trees, similar to those at Peradeniya.

Vebification, N umbebing, and Cataloguing of the Collections.
The arehæological and ethnographical collections were ah verified, numbered, re-labelled, and a 

new register opened. The Audit desired to have a departmental verification and enumeration of all 
exhibits in each case, so in this connection the opportunity was taken to number the specimens and 
re-label aU of them. This work took practically the whole year, and was done by Mr. A. E. Jayasinha, 
Inspector of 'Watchers, assisted by Mr. M. M. SaHiq, the Draughtsman.

Mr. H. F. Fernando, the Taxidermist, had suitable compartments in almirahs made for all the 
skins of birds and mammals, which are now arranged, numbered, and catalogued. It is not, perhaps, 
generally known that all types are placed separately for purposes of study.

Expendituee.
The cost of the Colombo Museum from January 1 to December 31, 1917, was as follows :—■

' Rs. c. •  Bs. c.
Personal emoluments - . . 22,870 60 Cultural operations 903 8
Other charges:— Fresh-water fishery investigation 21 80

Purchase, collection, preparation, &c. 
TraveUi^^ ^

3,609 42 
2,281 76

Incidental expenses . . 2,140 3

Publicatiohsj”&'c"; . .  
Maintenance

314 29 
1,321 30

Total ..  33,462 28

.■ '■---- ■------------------------  Conclusion.
The war has affected the development and use of the ifistitutton-m.many ways. The growth of 

the collections has been retarded, and there has necessarily been a great diminution in the attendance. 
In short, economies necessitated by war conditions interfered with the full expansion and development 
of the institution. In spite of the conditions that prevailed, I am glad to be able to state that a great 
deal of administrative and other work was done during the year. ,

The congestion in the Museum is seriously felt, especially in the Library. It is hoped, when normal 
conditions prevail, that the much-needed western wing will be taken in hand to afford the necessary relief.

The chief drawback in the Colombo Museum is that it lacks outside help by workers in special 
branches, such as is afforded.to other large institutions in other parts'of the world. To men. x 
instance in connection with the pureliase of objects for the Museum on the ethnographical side 
of quality and age are necessary in estimating the value of any article. In largo in.it;tuf:‘ 
responsibilities are distributed among the members of the staff, and especially ('.;sh’' 
specialized and generously help. They have a knowledge of their subjects, and ar s ‘ . mx"'
objects according to their nroper artistic value ; the Colombo Museum lacks such

The institution is concerned with the (1) acquisition, (2) conservation, and5|Pf p-v'-— ' 
the collections, and under all these heads good work has been done for many years. The i”. 
moreover, secured the confidence of the people, judging from the many donations, loan exhib'. 
visits, and letters soliciting information.

GERARD A. JOSEPH,
January  26,1918. ' Acting Director
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MAEIHE BIOLOaT.

report OF THE GOVERNMENT MARINE BIOLOGIST FOR 1917.

,WlNDOW-PANB OySTjiB INVESTIGATIONS AT LaKB TaMBLEGAM.
The ¿Taûnaîry inspection, ŷ hich included the examination of 143 stations, revealed a new bed of 

oysters betweea Peiiyattumunai (Pataiddaimunai) and Sallimunai (SaUaimunai). 411iis bed was found 
mature for fishing. Constant poaching OÇ'Oürred in this area. This bed, being within theleased area, was 
demarcatéd during the year* and a"suCeessfUl. fishery was held. In May a further inspection was made, 
and 184 stations were inspected systematically. A large bed of young, oysters was found extending from 
Kodippoddammrfcal-(Kodaipota) to Kakkayhxunai (Kakamunai). A spatfaU had evidently taken place 
since the January inspection. Directly after the inspection an area was demarcated to the lessee, and a 
very successful fishery was' held.’- Thé Assistant Government Agent’s return for June shows the following 
average per day, viz., 91 boats, 354 mep, apd 23,351 oysters. This return is usually furnished to the 
Assistant GoverPnlent Agent by Jhe. lessee» upder conditions of lease. In September a further jpspeetioP

* was made, and 147 stations were Examined; The new bed between Periyattumunai (Pataiddaimunai) 
and SallimunaifSallaimimai) was fished after this inspection. A new method of transplanting oysters 
from area to area-was adopted.’ The oysters were carried in a dugout containing mud and water,.! This 
method shows-promise of good results, judging from later examination of the transplanted oysters. 
The gut contents of a large number of*predaceous fishes were exaphUéd at each inspection, and showed 
that»tiiese fish are responsible fo:^ayeast a certain amount of the mortahty amongst the oysters. The 
fishes found with the remains of oysters were chiefly skates. The watchers have been instructed to 
take towmetftings systematically at various stations on the banks, to find out the actual spawning period 
of the oysters. Water samples were examined monthly from the different stations on the banto. The

• tables and charts iP this report were prepared by Mr. C. 0. Solomons, Acting Assistant in Systematic 
Entomology.
-  GERARD A. JOSEPH,

Acting Director of the Colombo Museum, for Marine Biologist.
NoTB.-^Where two forms of spelling of names of places occur, the form which has hitherto been in use in these 

reports, and which Will hereafter be discontinued, is shown within brackets, while the other (and correct) form will 
be used in future reports.

A
B
O
D
G
H
J
M
T

JANUARY.

Window-pane Oyster Investigations at Lake Tamblegam.
(a) Measurement of (Sixth-Year) 19i2"Oyfiters in 1917. ■

MAY. ‘ SEPTEMBER.
M'SC 0>•o a

•̂21
a-9 S
iâ i2“I

5.
13.
3.

12;
18.
15.
15.
5.
2.

142x155.. 
154x159.. 
146X160.. 
148x156.. 
164x150.. 
144X153.. 
151x162.. 
148x158.. 
141x152..

236
218
234
224
236
223
■249
242
228

88 151x155 231

S «■g-S

6.
9.

37.
21.
11.
91.
65.
9.
7.

H i

148x162.
157x165.
146x153.
153x157.
149X155.
149x162.
153X163.
149x155.
146x161.

gsgg
is . 2

O o  g

a i i

230.. -04 .
254.. -07 .
228.. Decrease*.237.. —-
234.. Decrease* •
240.. -03 .
250.. -01 .
235.. — .
236.. Decrease* •

«.9 .
.2 S.9

Decrease*
■08

, -01
. Decrease* 

•07 
•004

. Decrease*

256 149x160 237 Decrease* •02

M'd
•2.S B 3s s

2 . .
59.. 
24. 
21.

7..
9..
!..
4..

127

£■3 g
iff S

tí <D . ti "9 .O cQ 5) C
I I I

á|.9 I I I
92x103.

141X148.
156x163.
151x164.
155x164,
149x165.
140x150.
143xl60w

235.. Decrease* .
233.. Decrease* .
248.. -01 .
244.. —
251.. 04 .
244.. No ¡aerease •
256.. Decrease* . 
2447. Decrease* .

146x154 239̂  Recrease*

Decrease*
■02
•04

•07 
•01 
•02 
•03

•004

* It is evideht that the same oysters were not measured, on the two occasions when the comparisons

(b) Measurement of fFifth-Year) 1913 Oysters in 1917.

were made.

;,:;’' 4̂NUARY. MAY. SEPTEMBER.
A 28. ;’'136X145. 176 A . . 28.. 135X148. . 177.. —* .. •005 A . 6.. 130x139. 164. .Decrease* . Decrease*
B i.l36x-14e. . 193 C . . 28.. 136x138. . 175.. —* .. C . 4. 114x120. 177̂ . Decrease* • •01
0 .7. . 138 $<144. . 181 D . .122.. 133x139. . 177. .Decrease** • _♦ D . 52.. 130x134. 174. - Decrease* •.Decrease*
D .. 63-; 137X143. . 179 B . 14.. 140x146. . 185.. — — E . 9.. 136x143. 174..Decrease* •• Decrease*
O .. 12, . 130X138. . 171 G . 19.. 135x144. . 183.. -03 .. •07 F . 4*.. 142x151. 199.. — . —
H .. '45. . 134X141. . 178 H . 16.. 133X141. . 179. .Decrease*.. •005 0 . . 11.. 136x139. 182.. — .
J .. 5. . 136X147. . .193 J . . 6.. 133x146. . 199. .Decrease*. • — P . 8.. 135x141.. 170.. — . . —

.. 1. .135X150. ..1̂ 5 K . . '3.. 138x155. . 187.. — — s . 10.. 135X140.. 174. .Decrease* . •03

.. 5. . 140X142. . 191 L . 39.. 131X143. . 186. .Decrease** • •005 — —
„. 1. . 140 X ligo. . J71 M , 3.. 133x146. . 194. - Decrease* - . •01 104 131x136 176 Decrease* Decrease*

Q. .. 1. . 130X ISO. ..156 Q . 6, .145x149. . 176.. -11 .. — — —-- ---------
. R .. 1. . 142X100. •Í78 R . 13.. 146X163. . 185.. -02 .. •03 1
S ( . 130X143. . 166 S . 20.. 138X145. . 168.. -06 .. — *
T .. 6. . 131X140. . 183 T . 1.. 128X150. . 192. .Decrease*. • •04

■■ 183 135X142 178 318 134x142 179 Decrease* •006

• It is evident that the same oysters were not measmed on the two occasions when the comparisons were made.
J9(iv)18
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JANUARY.

.<9
I

O
DP
Q
B
S

‘-’S .9
i f  
- <0 

. 10.

. 45.

. 9.

. 19.

. 29.. 

. 9.

• |.9 |
g.i|

S
115x123.
118x124.
118x123.
116x123.
118x126.
110x119,

... Ö »
sS |S ̂ 9
59 S
111
117
112
102
114
107

121 116x124 112

[IV.—E ducation,

(c) Measurement of (Fourth-Year) 1914 Oysters in 1917.

tj'ÖS o> » - g
M dg.S9

A . .  6..123X133.
C . .  33. .119X124. 
D ..133..116x120. 
P . .  3..123X134.

8., 127x132. 
10-. .119x126. 
13. .126x131. 
13. .124x126. 
10. .121x127.

H.
P . 
Q  . 
B , 
S .

231 118x123 116

MAY.

§,•91 «■ft s
© •O goog.a

l | a
I I I ’

.126* — —

.122.. •03 •09

.113.. Decrease* .. Decrease*

.133.. — . . --

.139.. — . --

.112.. '008 . .Noincreas

.130.. '68 •27

.115.. •05 •008

.111.. •1 .. -03

116 •01 •03

SEPTEMBER.

0 
D 
E 
P 
R 
S ,

0> •8 i
35

, 17. 
. 51. 
, 3. 
. 12. 
, 20. 
, 16.

0) M ß 
^"1

i l l
»»•S'®

to Oo ÍS.S2
e8 Í5 ̂IS9.9

.119x125. .110. .No^mweß 

.118x125..120.. -01

.138x139..143.. -12

.128x131. .130.. -07

.131X132.. 128.. -05

.128X128.. 141.. ’05

119 123X128 124 •04

-♦•3

Decrease*
•06
•05
•16

' -11 
•27

•06

' • i

* It is evident that the same oysters were not measured on the two occasions when the comparisons were made.

(ci). Measurement of (Second-Year) 1917 Oysters in 1917.
SEPTEMBER.

A . . 72. .101x108. . 37.. — . . _
F . . 10. . 99x104. . 4 0 . . — _
O . . 10. .108x115. . 47. . — —
P . . 10. . 89X95 . . 25.. —
s . . 20. .101X106. . 40.. — —
T . . 20. .104x112. . 4 8 . . — . , _
V . 1. . 85x90 . . 35. . — —

143 100X107 39 — —

(e) Measurement of (First-Year) Oysters in 1917. • •
MAY. SEPTEMBER.

B . . 34.. 19x20 . -- . . __ . . -- B . . 20.. 75X77 . 20.. -«9
J . . 58.. 16x16 . -- . . --- . . -- J . . 30.. 74x77 . 15.. ’36
K . . 30.. 17x19 . -- . . --- , . -- K . . 35.. 74X77 . 17.. 3-35
L . . 20.. 17x18 . -- . . --- . . -- O . . 10.. 61X64 . 9 .. —

— P . . 40.. 70x76 .1 5 . .  —
132 18x19 --  -- R . . 10.. 79x83 . 1 8 . .  —-- - --- r ---------------------- _ S . . 12.. 83X90 . 1 5 . .  —

157 73X77 15 3-05

(/) Measurement of 1912 Oysters in Jan., 1917.
size (Hinge Diameter) in MUUmeties.

123
13U
133
140
142
143
144
145 
147 
148-
149
150 

. 152
153

Number of Specimens measured.
1
2- •’ 
6 
9 
1 

..1
> 16 

2

12 ,
.3

Size (Singe Diameter) in Millimetres.
154 

. 155
136 

. 167 
158 

-160 
162 
163 
165 
170 
175

Number of Specimens measured.
2 
9 
1 
3 
2 
6 
2 
3 
3 
1 
2

92

{g)  Weight of 1912 Oysters in Jan., 1915.
WeightinGrammes.

213
217
220
228
231
242
260
266

Number of Specimens weighed.
3 
5
4 

32
1
7
1

16

Weightin Number of
Grammes. weighed.

260 1
263 1
270 6
285 3
299 . . . .  1

91

(Ä) Measurement of 1913 Oysters in Jan., 1917.
109 1 138- ,,v.. v: 6
110 2 139 ..‘.t
115 4 140 . ■ ■ .. 2 # ’f
118 Ÿ 142 . ; 7 ■:
120 10 - 143 7
121 1 144 3
122 2 Í45 16
123 1 146 2
125 13 147 3
126 1 148 4
127 3 149 5
128 3 . 1 5 0 5
130 23 '  152 •.. « . 2
131 1 155 1
132 3 158- 1
133 5
136 4 185
137 4 - — Í-

(i) . Weight of 1913 Oysters in «[an., 1917.
128-
135
138.
142
149
156
160
163
166
171
178
179

2
2
1
5
2

12
2

11
1

37
10
1

181
185
189
192
193 
195 
199' 
203 
206

2
23*

• .-2.; 
10 
1 
1

* 46 
3 
6

182
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(?) Measurement of 1914 Oysters in Jan., 1917.

(Hinge Number of ,Size (Hinge Number ofDftnieter) in Specimens Diameter) in SpecimensMiHimetres. ^ measured. Millimetres. measured.

Weight of 1914 Oysters in Jan., 1917.
WeightinGrammes.

Number of Specimens weighed.
WeightinGrammes.

NumberSpecimeiweighet
89» 1 117 1 57 1 117 7
92 » 1 118 2 60 1 121 8
95 * • 1 119 3 71 1 124 1
98 2 120 13 78 1 128 10

100 ^ 2 122 5 85 6 131 1
104 1 123 ■ 2 89 2 135 5
105 12 125 17 93 8 • 138 1
196 2 126 5 96 1 139 * 1
108 3 127 3 100 9 142 18
109 2 , 128 1 103 4 145 1
110 10 130 ,. - 3 107 4 —

112 3 132 2 110 1 121
113* 3 135 4 114 32 —
114 1 138 2
115 * 9 142 1
116 , . 4 121

(J) Measurement of 1912 Oysters in May, 1917. (m) Weight of 1912 Oysters in May, 1917.
113 1 149 1 210 1 242 25
115 1 150 48 213 35 249 8
120 1 151 2 220 15 256 123
125 1 152 11 228 55 —

129 1 163 13 231 1 278
130 5 154 3 235 13 —

132 2 155 34 '
133 1 156 3
134 2 157 2 -
135 5 158 5
137 1 159 2
13»* 1 160 27
139 1 161 1
l40 • .. • 26 162 6
U l 1 163 ■ 6

•  142 5 164 2
143 ♦* * 5 165 13

>44 3 167 3 . • . .
l45 . * 15 068 1
l46 4 170 4
147
148

6
4 •• 278

(̂ ) Measurement of 1913 Oysters in May, 1917. (o) Weight oi 1913 Oysters in May, 1917.
105 1 136 5 138 1 185 43
110 3 • 137 8 142 . V-. 11 192 18
115 4 138 12 145 2 195 1
116 • 1 140 46 149 6 199 67
118 2 141 5 156 25 203 1
119 2 142 5 160 2 206 17
120 18 143 6 163 14 : 213 1
122 4 144 4 166 1 ;220 3
123 3 145 18 171 71 ■ 228 1
124 2 146 5 174 1 —
12& 9 148 4 175 1 303
126 ß] 6 ' 149 1 178 15 —

127 5 160 10 181 2
128 * 6 152 6
129 4 155 1
130 32 156 2
132 13 157 2 ‘«f»'
133 10 160 1
134 8 175 1
135 30

Ip ) Measurenient of 1914 Oysters in W^y, 1917/
78

■ ,90 
9S-.

'4oœ ;
■■'l02 ■■
1,03  ̂
104 

A05. 
106 
108
109
110 
112
113
114
115
116
117
118 
119 •

; 1. j
1
2
4
2
1
1
6-
1
3
2

18
.118

3 
19
6
2

16
4

120
122
123
124 ,
125
126
127
128
130
131
132
133
135
136
137
138 
140 
142 
145

1917/ ■ (?) Weight of 1914 C
,31' . - 56 1
•' 6,. ‘ 57 1
■ 4 ; : - 64 1

3 71 ... 4
14 3
6 85 23
5 93 10
5 100 21

23 107 13 •
1 114 44
4
4
6
1
1
1
3
2

__1
231

117
121
128
135
142
145
149

1
12
23
15 
41
2

16

231    
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(r) Measurement of 1917 Oysters in May, 19Î7.

repo rts  for  1917. [IV.—Education, ’

Size (Hinge Diameter) in Millimetins.
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Number oi Specimens measured.
6
6
5

16
26
17
5
7

24

Size (Hinge Diameter) in Millimetres.
21
24
25
27
28

Number of Specimens measured.
10
2
4
1
1

129

(s) Measurement of 1912 Oysters in Sept., 1917.
90
96

118
120
126
130
132
135
139
140
142
143
145
146 
148

1
1
1
2
3
9
3

ir
1

16
4 
2

10
2
3

150
161
166
167 
160 
162 
163 
165
168 
169 

.170 
175

26
2

11
3

11
2
3
7
2
1
6
2

145

(«) Measurement of 1913 Oysters in Sept., 1917.
Il6 4
119 1
120 3
122 1
123 1
124 2
125 10
126 3
128 1

'129 . . .  St
130 .. .11
132 2
133 - .. e .  -1
134 2
135 12

;) Measurement of
90 2
95 1
98 2

100 2
102 1
103 2
105. . .  - 3
108 2
110 .. 13
111 ..  ' 1
112 - - .. ?  ̂ 2
113 “ ;. . 1
115
117v- 
118 '
120
121 2

'̂!4
122
Ï23
12S .. 8
127 ■ 1.

138
139
140
141
142
143
145
146
147
148 
160 
155

128 
129' 

. 130
132
133
134
135
136
137 

J.38 
"140

142
144
145 
147 
150 
155

3
1

20
1
3
3
4 
1 
1 
1 
7 
2

104

2
2

16
1
1
2
6
2
1
1

10
2
1
2
1
1
1

120

{y) Measurement of 1917 Oysters in .Sept,,. 1917.
57,
69
60
62
63 ■
65

. 66 Î
«7
68
-70.
72
73'
74
75
76

1
1

. 7 

. 2 .
3 . 

16
1
%
7

26
4
5  
»

10
2

,77. 
78 
80 
81 
82 
83 

■ 84
85
86 
87

- 90 
110

7
6

18
1
3
6
1
7
1
1
5
l;

146

WeightinGrammes.
Number ol Specimens weighed.

WeightinGrammes.
Number of Specimens weighed.•

if) Weight of 1912 Oysters in Sept., 1917.
206
213
217
220
220
231
236
238
242

2
8
1
5

30
1
2
3

14

245
249
256
270
277

2
•  5

69
2
1

145

(v) Weight of 1913 Oysters in Sept., 1917.
163
156
160
163
166
171
174'
178
185
189

2
12
1
2
3

26
2
8

11
1

191 .. . .  2
192 6
199 . 21
206 : . 3
220 •1
228 . .  3

lo f

(x) Weight of 1914 Oysters in Sept., 1917.
60 1 121 7
67 4 124 4
74 1 128 10
81 1 131 5
85 5 135 8
93 6 138 5
96 2 142 31

100 2 145 8
107 2
110 3 120
114 15

( z )  Weight (rf 1917 Oysters in SeW-» I9l7.
7

10
14
17
21

4
19
65

•29
27

2 4 -
28

■-7-
.6-

146?''''̂    
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(al) Measurement of 1916 Oysters in Sept., 1917.

MARINE BIOLOGY. E 5

îze (Hinge Diameter) m Millimetres.

g
75
77
78 
80 
81

. 83
85
86
87
88 
89 
0̂

92
93 
95

Ntunber of Specimens mensuied.
1
1

. 21
1

U
1
1

18
3
3 
2 
2

17
4 
4

11

Size (Hinge Diameter) in Millimetres.
97 

' 98
100 
102
103
104
105 

.  107
108
110
112
115
120

Number of Specimens measured.
4 
4 

16 
1 
7 
4 
7 
1 
4 
7 
4 
4 
2

151

(u2) Weight of 1916 Oysters in Sept., 19l7.
WeightinGrammes.

14
17
21
24
28
31
35
38
42

Number of Specimens weighed.
1
1
3
5

54
6 

24
2

19

WeightinGrammes.
KnmberoiSpecimens
weighed.

49 13
63 2
67 17
60 3
71 2

161

. Fourth-Year Oysters.
Area. Size in Millimetres. Weight in Grammes. Pearls. Area. Size in Millimetres. Weight in Grammes. Pearls.
D .. 127X138 .. 163 .. 1 small pearl B .. 160X168 . . 256 .. 2 minute pearls
D .. 185X138 .. 171 .. B .. 165X170 .. 228 .. 4 small pearls
D .. 143X145 .. 199 . . 1 rough pearl B .. 170X170 .. 270 .. 1 large pearl
D .. 133X134 .. 156 . . 5 minute pearls B .. 167X166 ,. 270 .. do.
D .. 144X148 .. 163 .. — B .. 163X165 .. 256 .. 2 minute pearls
D .. 143X145 .. 171 .. — E .. 175X185 .. 280 .. 1 rough pearl
D .. 140X143 .. 199 . . 1 small pearl B .. 155X163 .. 242 .. —
D .. 150X166 .. 192 .. — B .. 160X135 .. 256 .. 1 rough pearl
D .. 120X126 .. 142 '.. 4 minute pearls A .. 137X135 .. 171 .. —
D 162X173 ., 260 .. 1 pearl A .. 142X140 .. 186 .. —
B .. 110X140 .. 185 .. 1 small pearl A .. 135X149 .. 171 .. —
B .. 436‘X 140 .. 199 ' . . — A .. 145X145 .. 185 .. 2 small pearls
B .. 150X150 . . 199 , . 3 small pearls A .. 145 X 135 .. 142 .. —
B .. 144X150 .. 256 .. — A . . 118X135 .. 156 .. 1 round pearl in
B .. Î32X136 .. 171 .. — mantle
B .. 140X150 .. 199 . . 2 small pearls A .. 135X140 .. 171 .. —
B .. 152X155 .. 199 . . — A .. 115X120 .. 135 .. —
B .. 140X150 .. 256 .. 1 rough pearl A .. 140X145 . .  185 , . '—
B 155X166 .. 228 ... do. A .. 120X125 .. 149 .. 1 small pearl
B .„ 140X142 ... 199 .. — -

(u4) Return of Statistics showing the Average Number of Boats, Men, and Oysters during the Fishery.
Month.
19y.

June
July

Average Number of Boats per Day.

91
75

» Average Number of Men per Day.

354
276

Number of Oysters per Day.

23,551
9,082

Month.
1917.

August 
September.

Average Number of Boats per Day,.
Average Number of Average Number ofMen per Day. Oysters per Day.

63
10

198
48

2,050
354

(a5) Rainfall in the Tamblegam District. 
November.

1911. 1912. 1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917.
Inches. Days. Inches. Days. Inches. Days. Inches. Days. Inches. Days. Inches. Days. Inches. .Days.

Trinoomalee 12^74 . .2 1  .. 12-01 . . 17 .. 14-12 . .  19 14-80 . 23 .. 9-77 , 16 . . 10-89 ., 15 . . 16-46 . .  17
Kantalai . .  14-26 . .  19 .. 12-78 . . 18 .. 12-69 .. 13 . 17-47 . 22 . 7-37 . 12 . 17-07 .. 18 . . 12-45 , .  18
AllaiTank.. 28-60 .. 21 .. 12-32 . . 16 .. 13-88 .. 14 . 16-09 . 25 . 8-44 . 14 . . 8-74 .. 12 . . 8-09 . . 1 8 ,
Minneriya ..  37-88 .. 23 .. 12-82 . . 21 .. 13-61 .. 16 31-86 . 23 .. 3-06=. . 10 . . 7 »«4' . .  13 . . 11-29 . .  18
Topawewa . .  25-43 . .  17 . . 11-60 . . 20 .. 10-94 .. 12 .. 18-10 . 17 .. 9-10 . 12 . 9-10 ..-16  . . 10-25 . .  17
Vakaneri . . 31-23 . .  21 .. 13-16 . . 19 12-66 . .  15 . 19-61 . 19 . 9-16 . 11 . 10-59 . .  14 . . 10-87- . .  13

Trinoomalee
Kantâlai
Allai Tank
Minaeriya
Topawewa
VakanaÄ

Trincoinalee 
. 'Eantalai .

Miimeriya . 
' Topawewa . 

Vakaneri .

irinoomalee 
Kantalai . 
Allai Tank . 
Minnèriya . 
Topawewa . 
Vakaneri' .
■ 9(iv)is

1011.
Inches. Days.

1912.
Inches. Days,

1913.
Inches. Days.

December.
1914.

Inches. Days.
1915.

Inches. Days.
1916.

Ini^es. Days.
24-76 . . 23 . . 6-72 . . 20 ■. 14-37 . . 19 . . 16-26 . . 22 . . 9-13 . . 16 4-53 . . 11 .
25-03 . . 22 . . 10-80 . . 20 . . 15-53 . . 14 . . 12-44 . . 26 . . 10-81 . . 11 .. 5-66 . . 11 ,
28-67 . . 23 . . 8-16 . . 17 . ..19-81 . , 15 . . 16-69 . . 21 . . 15-14 . . 13 . ,4-65 . . 8 .
53-52 . . 21 . . 16-22 . . 26 . . 16-15. . 16 . . 47:09 . . 20 . . 6-93 . . 11 .. 4-29 . . 9 .
51-00,, 7- 16ÍV. 16-88 . . 17 . . 15-53^. . 14 . . 15-10 . . 20- . . 12-40 . . 13 i . 6-25 . . 11 .
34-23 , . 27 , . 17-19 . . 27 , . 16-73 . . 18 . . 34-13 . . 23 . • 16-67 . . 11 .. ■ 6-39 . . 13 .

1917.
Inches. Days.
10-63 
10-93 
13-92
8- 87
9- 00 

17-39

12
11
11
12
11
1»

, .1912.
Ihehes:-: Days.

1913.
Inches, Days.

1914.
Inches. Days.

January.  ̂
1913.

Inches. Days'.
1916.

Inches. Days.
• 1917.

Inches. I
1918. 

Inches.
0-61 ... 4-,.. 29-12 . 25 .. 6-92 .,. 11 .. 6-72 .. 12 .. 0-08 3 .. 8-60 .. 16 .. 13-49 .. 200-50 ,,. 2 .. 29-69 ,.. 25 .. 6-86 .. 8 .. 10-84 .. 14 .. 0-00 .. 0 .. 15-26 .. 15 .. 15-80 .. 190-35 ,,. 3 .. 34-02 .,.- 24 . !• 7-95 .. 8 .,  7-27 .. 16 . . 0-04 2 ,. 16-19 .. 16 .. 15-09 .. 164-33 ,.. 6 ,. 51-06 .. 30 .. 10-16 .. 11 . .  27-39 .. 16 .. 0-00 .. 0 ..  17-63 .. 16 .. 15-13 .. 19—»• .. — ,. 32-94 •■ 24 .— 16-10 .. 11 .. 0-40 .. 3 .. 22-15 ,. 16 .. 19-55 .. 1̂,2-22 , . 6 .. 43-71 ... 29 .. 11-24 14 ..  27-37 

February.
..  13 .. 2-28 ,. 8 ..  23-72 ,. IS .. 26-Oi . .  17

i m
Ihohhs.*
• 0-01 

0*00 .. 
0-Ò0 
0-00
0-05 .'i

Jays. 
1 . 
0 . 
0 . 
0 .

1913.
Inches. Days.

1-726-11
1-40
6-50
3-37
6-08

8
3 .. 
7 .. 
7 .. 

11 .. 
13 ..

1914.
Inohes, Days.

2-10
2-43
2- 63
3- 58

3-32

4 
3 
3
5

1916.
Inches. Days. 

1-77
0-60
0-68
0- 46
1- 35 
0-60

1916. 1917. '
Inches. Da^. Inches. Days.

0-13 
0-00
0- 40 ..
1- 60 .. 
2-10 .. 
0-69 .,

6-01
8-20
7- 66
8- 60

10- 46
11- 33

5
9 
5 
7

14
10

1918.
Inches. Days'.

1-57
1-56
1-22
0-43
0-26
0-18

6
3
3
3
3
2
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(a6) Becofds of Water ̂ o ip les.
Water sainples Were taken at eight sts^tions in Lake Tanablegain during 1917. The stations were,as follows 

Station 1: 0£E the mouth of the Tamhlegam^aar (area W). *
Station 2 Eialfway between Kakkjiymunai (Kakamunai) and Peyi.ddimuntal (PeyadciLraunai) (area P). 
Station 3 : One-third mile north-east Of Kakkaymunai (Kakamunai) (area L).
Station 4 : Halfway between Periya Kalmxmai and Sallimunai (SaUaimunai) (area»D).
Station 6 : Settukkuda (area IJ). .
Station 0 : One-third mile north-west of Kodippoddamuntal (Kodaipota) (area B). ^  ,
Station 7 : The centre of Nachohilskuda (Naohchikuda) (area A).
Station 8 : Ih the narrow channel near Senunalai lead i^  into the main portion of the bay.

The Water samples were not examined chemically, but Khudsen’s hydrometers jrore used, and corrections 
were made by inea“s of Hhudsen’s hydrographical tables. The following are the records for 1917 :—
Station. Date. Cl. S, Station. Date. Cl. S. %

1 .. Jan,, 1917. 9-42 . 17-03 .. 13-68 1 . . July, 1917.. 20,-03 36-18. . .  29-08
2 . .  Do. 9-82 .. 17-76 . . 14-26 2 . Do. 19-90 « 35-96 28-89
3 . .  . Do. . 10-16 .. 18-37 .. 14-75 3*. Do, .. — , —

4 Do. . 10-19 .. 18-42 .. 14-80 4 . Do. 19-76 35-68 . .  28-67
• 6 Do. . 12-04 .. 21-76 . . 17-48 5 . Do. . . 19-68 36-65 . .  28-57

6 Do. . . 10-86 .. 19-63 .. 15-77 6 . Do. . . 19-65 35-50 . .  28-53
7 . ,  Do. . . 12-31 , . 22-25 .. 17-87 7 . Do. 19-29 • 34-85 . .  28-00

. 8 ' , .  Do, 12-38 . . 22-38 .. 17-97 8 . Do. . . 19-29 34-85 . .  28-00

-1 ..  Peb., 1917.. 7-64 .. 13-82 .. 11-09- 1 . Aug., 1917.. 15-94 28-80 . .  23-14
2 ... Do. . . 7-78 .. 14-07 . . 11-30 2 . Do. 16-23 29-33 . .  23-56

'3 Do. . . 8-15 . . 14-74 .. 11-84 3 . Do. . . 16-01 28-78 . .  23-24
4 .„ Do. . . 8-82 .. 15-95 .. 12-81 4 . Do. 16-93 30-59 . .  24-57
& ... Do. 10-31 .. 18-64 .. 14-97 6 . Do. . . 17-66 31-91 . .  25-64
6 •Do. 10-28 .. 18-59 . . 14-93 6 . Do. 17-15 30-99 ... 24-89
7 ... Do. 10-95 .. 19-79 .. 15-90 7 . Do. 17-39 31-38 . .  25-21

.8 Dp. . . H -77 . . 21-27 .. 17-09 8*. Do. . . — •• — —

1 .„ Mar., 1917.. 9-89^ .. 17-88 . . 14-36 1 . Sept., 1917.. 16-86 30-46
• •

... 24-47
2 ... Do. . . . 9-22 .. 16-67 . . 13-39 2 . Do. . . 17-15 3a- 99. . .  24-89
3 . .  Do. 11-30 .. 20-43 .. 16-41 3 . Do. . . 14-78 26-71 . .  21-45
4 Dp... . . . 12-57 .. 22-72 . . 18-25 4 . Do. . . 17-29 . . 31-24 . .  25-10
5 . .  Do.' 12-65 .. 22-86 .. 18-37 6 .. Do. . . 17-52 31-66» . .  25- 45
0 . .  Do. :,12-79 .. 23-12 . . 18-5r 6 .. Do. 17-07 30-84 . .  2A-78
7 . .  Do. 11-68 .. 21-11 .. 16-96 7 .. Do. 17-60 31-80 . .  25-55
8 .. i Do. 11-61 .. 20-99 . . 16-86 8 .. Do. . . 17-52 31-65 . .  25-43

I ..A pril, 1917.. 15-59 .. 28-17 .. 22-63 1 .. Oct., 1917.. 19-48 35-19 . .  28-28
2 Do. . . 15-14 , . . 27-36 . . 21-98 2 . . Do. 19-29 34-85 . .  28-90
3 Do; 16-19 .. 29-25 - 23-50 3 . . Do. . . 19-18 34-65 . .  27-84
4 . J D o . - .. 17-15 .. 30*99 . , 24 - 89 4 .. Do. • 19-14 34-68 . .  27-79

■ 5 .* •  -Do. . . . 17-37 .. 31-38 .. 25-22 5 .. Do. ... 18-92 34-18 . .  27-47
fi Do. . . 17-75 .. 32-07 . . 25-77 6 . . Do, 18-99 34-31 ^ 27-67
7 Do. 17-44 .. 31-51 ... 26-32 7 . . Do. 19-07 34-45 . .  27-68

-8 . . D 9' ’ * 16-94 .. 30-61 «. 24-59 8 ... Do. 19-07 • • 34-46 . 27-68

1 . May, 1917.. ‘ 15-74 .. 28-44 . . 22-85 1 .. Nov,, 1917.. 12-93 23-37 ’h '-;i8 -77
2 Do. 14-63 .. 26-44 . . 21-24 2 .. Do. . . 12-93 23-37 . .  18-77
3 Do. 14-87 ..■ 26-87 . . 21-69 3 .. ■Do. 13-00 23-60 . .  18-87
4 , Do. 16-77 .. 30-30 . . 24-34 4 , . Do. . . 13-00 23-50 , .  18-87
5 . Do, 16-67 .. 30-12 . . 24-20 5 .. Do. 13-03 23-55 . .  18-92
6 Do. 16-59 .. 29-27 . . 24-08 6 ... Do. . . 13-03 23-55 . .  18-92
7 Do, 16-34 .. 29-52 . . 23-72 7 .. Do. 12-44 22-48 . .  .18-06
8 Do. . . 16- 29 . . 29-43 .. 23-65 8 .. Do. 12-71 22-97 . .  18-46

-1 . June, 1917.. 19-44 .. 35-12 . . 28-22 1 .. Dec., 1917.. 1-36 2-48 . .  1-93
2 . Do. 19-30 \ . 34- 87 . . 28-02 2 .. Do. . . 1-43 2-61 2-03
3 .. .Do, 19-10 .. 34-51 . . 27-73 3 .. Do. 2-91 5-28 . .  4-20
4 . Do. 19-30 .. 34-87 . . 28-02 4 .. Do. . . 6-52 11-80 . .  9-46
5 Do. . . 19-46 .. 35-16 . . 28-25 5 .. Do. . , 6-51 11-78 . .  9-45
6 Do. . . 18-92 .. 34-18 ... 27-47 6 .. Do. 6-lT . . 9-36 7-60
7 .' Do. 19-18 34-65 . , 27-84 7 . . Do; 6-61 •St 11-78 9-45
8 Do. 19-14 . . 34-58 „. 27-79 8 .. Do. 6-73 • • 12-18 . ,  9-77

♦ Denotes water bottle accidentally broken in transit.
Cl. =? Weight of ehlorine in grs. found in 1000 grs. of sea water.
:S.' Weight of salt in grs. found in 1000 grs. of sea water.

=  Speoifio gravity of the sea water at 0° C. compared with an equal volume of pure water at 4° C. 
gravity of, say, 1‘02824 is expressed as 28’24.
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A3

Piloto. Utl̂ o. Survey DepKCeylor). iç ,'7 . le

    
 



    
 



1912,1913 gncj 1914 Oysters ir| January 1917. 
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Edttcation, &c.] CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR li)l7. F 1

YETEEIJSTAET.

REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT VETERINARY SURGEON FOR 1917.

I.—Staff.
, • Assistant Veterinary Surgeons.—Mr. E. T. Hoole, G.B.V.C., Colombo; Mr. M. D. S. A. Wijaya-

nayaka,, G.B.V.C., Nuwara Eliya ; Mj . G. B. de Silva, G.B.V.C., Kandy; Mf. V. A. Hoole, G.B.V.O., 
Ratnapura.

Manager, Government Dairy.-r^Mx, P. 0. J. Fernando.
 ̂^Assistant Manager, Ambepussa Farm.—^Mr. R. F. P. Jayawardena (acting).
. laboratory Assistant.—Mr. E. Duffey.- • *
Stock Inspectors.—^Messrs. A. M. Ahamat, B. D. Stephen, J . I. Apponso (at Bombay Veterinary 

College), D. P. A. Dissanayaka, R. F. P. Jayawardena, G. E. P. Senaratna, S. E. Samaranayaka,
J. Habafagoda, D. L. Dias, Tassim Mahamooth, H. E. P. Jayawardena, D. de A. Seneviratna, 
S^N. Samuel, and S. W. Jansz.

II.— Înfectivb Diseases.
Minderpest.—Outbreaks occurred in six Provinces, and three remained fleeT The total iiumber 

of cases for the year was 2,076,-against 856 last year. The increase is chiefly due to a somewhat extensive 
outbreak in the town of Colombo—806 cases.

^oot-and-Mouth Disease.—There was a great increase in the number of cases of this disuse during 
the ye^ , and all Provinces were infected. The total number of cases was 7,132, against 284 la^t year. 
As ia ushal in thiS’country, the disease was of a very mild type, and little loss was caused, only 94 deaths 
being reported.

Anthrax.—^The number of cases outside Colombo was 62. In the town 6 cases occurred, and in 
the quarantine station 472 cases amongst the goats and sheep imported from South India, the disease 
being very prevalent amongst these animals during shipment.

bies.—The disease was more prevalent than usual during the year, especially in Colombo town. 
42 cases,were examined at tlj,e Bacteriological Institute, of which 25 gave positive and 17 negative results. 
189 persons went from Ceylon to the Pasteur Institute a t Coonoor for treatment. In aU 55 cases were 
reported, of which 5i.wère from Colombo town. •

" Pfropfcmosis.—Odd cases due to infection by Piroplasma higeminum were reported from time to , 
' tiiùe,'e^eeially amongst imported European cattle.

f

—Nil.
Miscellaneous.^Jn- June two cattle died in Uva' of eating rubber leaves, a ball of leaves and 

coagulated rubber being found in the throat on post-mortem exaimnation.
Svnne Scpticæmia.—^Nil.

' Horses.-^No outbreak of infectious disease occurred during the year. ThS disease that caused 
most loss was osteoporosis. Considerable work was done in the laboratory with reference to this disease 
d u ^ g  the year. Carougeau, in Madagascar, in the course of an extensive investigation of the disease, 
in which all experiments to îransmit the disease to healthy horses or .other animals were negative, 
mf ntioned a srhall micrococcus which appeared special, but no definite importance could be ascribed to it. 
Conreur, in Brazil, in the course of. an investigation, constantly found a threadworm (Gylicostomum 
tetracanihum) in the cæcum and colon, and considered they had an influence in producing the disease. 
Van Saceghem, in Zambi, Belgian Congo, has pointed out that all horses there are infected with these 
worms, but mvcase of osteoporosis has been observed, but iE taken to th* Lower Congo District, 
osteoporosis is met with amongst them. Livestigations in Ceylon were direrted to these two points, 
but the results were all nega.tive, and laboratory animals could not be infected with either. Horses 
Were iniecied ~^th: Gylicostomum ietracardhum, and laboratory animals were fed with the worms and the 
ova, and parasites rubbed up in physiological saline were injected hypodermically without any ill-effects 
whatever, from August I3, 1917, to date.

,,9(iv)18 ,
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A gram,-positive diplococcus "Was obtained from the urine of two cases, growing with difficulty on 
ordinary media,-best in blood serum agar, and laboratory animals were inoculated, but the results were 
entirely negative. '  ^

Cattle and Disease Return for 1917.

Province.

Western

Central

Southern

Northern

Eastern

North-Western

North-Central

Uva

Sabaragamuwa.

Number. Number afíected by Disease.
Recov­
eries. Deaths.

On hand 
Jit the 
end of 

December 
31,1917.Buffaloes. Cattle. Buffaloes. Cattle. Nature of the Disease.

45,636
V__

183,399
_______ f

971
V__

2,503
i

Cases.
All diseases* 3,474 
Rinderpest 675 
Foot-and-mouth disease 737

0

2,113
118
735

1,342
555

2

■3---

19
2

229^035
-------Y--------- -

3,474

47,617 
_̂_______

56,667 1,6851 2,036 i All diseases* 3,721 
Rinderpest 85 
Anthrax 33 
Foot-and-mouth disease 401 
Hamorrhagio septioamia 2

2,046
27

398

1,672
58
33

1

" 3

3
1

1 0 4 I1 8 4 3,721

81,769 1 91,976 
V_______________ 1

474 1 851
V. i All diseases* 1,325 

Rinderpest 20 
Foot-and-mouth disease 37 
Anthrax 7 
Black quarter 42

852

37

4 7 3
20

7
42

“ 0
173,744

> -----------
1,326

31,676 ! 159,793
C _ J

12
V_

165J
AU diseases* 177 
Foot-and-mouth disease 166 
Anthrax 22

t 140 
151

37
4

22 —19M69
---------- y-----------

177

30,074 
v _ _  .

69,617
J

226 766 
V J

All diseases* 992 
Foot-and-mouth disease 944

7 4 9
916

243
28* 599^691

~Y
992

141,307 252,381
_______J

9 ,6 2 2 ! 17,304
___  __ ^

All diseases* 26,926 
Rinderpest 408 
Foot-and-mouth disease 1,195

18,099
99

1,191

8,819,
303

2

8
62 «

3 9 3 T6 8 8  26.926

104,7801 98,577 3,818  ̂ 7,831
K J ^ .  J

All diseases* 11,649 
Foot-and-mouth disease 1,868

10,971
1,745

578
13 1 100

203,351 j 11,649

14,096 1 44,667 I 2,986
V___  _ ___

3,997 All diseases* 6,983 
Rinderpest 33 
Foot-and-mouth disease 925

3,903
8

899

3,080
25
2658^63 6,983

73,269 1 93,568
V ^

5,716
V____

7,571 All diseases* 13,287 
Rinderpest 49 
Foot-and-mouth disease 626

9,363
7

626

3,924
42

166^837 13,287

* “ All diseases”  are from provincial returns. The cases of infectious diseases are from Stock Inspectors’ reportsi/ ,v

The total number of caWe and buffaloes for the whole Island is 1,620,768. ^
The statement of disease above excludes Colombo Municipality, the figures within Mum'cipal 

limits being—

Disease. Number of Cases.

, Colombo Town.

Alnthrax (excluding quarantine station)
Rinderpest . .  “ . .
Foot-and-mouth disease 
Piroplasmosis . .

805
346

1

Recoveries.

150
346

Deaths.

6
655

Quarantine Station.

Anthrax
Rinderpest
Foot-and-mouth disease

472*
9

13

0>

8
13

* Goats and sheep.

Inoculation with Anti-Rinderpest Serum.

472
1

■/
Number of contacts inotulated in 1917.. 230
Number that remained free ... 188'

¥

Nmnber that became ill within a month .42 
Recoveries . .  . . 1 7
Deaths . .  #. 25
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III.—Return or Horses, Cattle, Sheep, and Goats imported during 1917. 
Country of Production. Horses. Cattle. Sheep.

T o  C o lo m b o .

U n ite d K o n g d o ip .. . .  2 8  . .  —  . .  —
B ritish  C o lo n ie s :—

B ritish  In d ia  . .  . .  30 . .  4,823
B urm a . .  . .  —  . .  —

T otal 58

T o  K a y t s .  

A (]iram patam  
P o in t O alim ere . .  
P aum ben

T ota l

G rand T ota l 58

4,823

220
715
23

958

5,781

11,023
1

Goats.

02.539

11,024 62,539

11,024 62,539

,  Compared with 1916, there has been a decrease of 207 horses, 3,419 cattle, 931 sheep, and 2,326 
goats, probably due to shortage of freight. Outside Colombo town the meat supply has been drawn 
from country cattle. The greater part of the Colombo supply has also been drawn from country cattle, 
sinoe the number imported for slaughter represents only about one month’s requirement at Colombo 
alapghter-house.

•  • IV.—Quarantine.
The Municipal Veterinary Surgeon kindly furnishes the following information :—

• Colombo Quarantine Station.
** Statement showing the Number of Cattle admitted during 1917.

N u m b er  o f c a tt le  a d m itte d 2 ,1 9 4 N um ber o f buffaloes im ported  for s laughter . 329
N u m b er  o f  b u ffa loes a d m itte d , , 1 ,406 NumbiOT of c a tt le  im ported  for work . 559
N u m b e r  o f sh eep  an d  g o a ts  a d m itted 76 ,089 N u m b ^  of c a tt le  im ported  for m ilk ing . 439
N u m b er  o f  c a tt le  im p o rted  fo r  sla u g h ter  . 1 ,1 9 6 N u m b er of buffaloes im ported  for m ilk ing . .  1,077

' Tuticorin Quarantine Depot.
Statement of Animals passed for Shipment during 1917.

Cattle Section. ' Sheep and Goats Section.
■; Month. Bulls. Cows and Calves. Buffaloes and Calves. Total. Sheep. Goats. Total.

-Jan u ary  , 174 80 . . 49 81 61 . . 445 . . 743 . . 4 ,998  . . 5,741
F e b r u a r y . .  236 36 . . 15 137 . .  115 . . 539 . . 782 . . 4 ,226  . . 5 ,008
March 69 30 . . 15 110 78 . . 3 0 2 ^ .. 674 . . 2 ,972  . . 3 ,646
A p ril * 121 37  . . 18 72 66 . . 314 . . 713 . . 6 ,293  . . 7 ,006
May 67 46  . . 31 165 116 . . 415 . . 656 . . 5 ,646  . . 6 ,302
J u n e . .  208 58 . . 24 165 . .  129 . . 584 . . 436 . . 3 ,499  . . 3 ,935
J u ly . .  233 53 . . 37 101 69 . . 493 . . 975 . . 6 ,716  . . 7,691
A u g u st 143 60 . . 21 125 78 . . 427 . . 730 . . 4 ,594  . 5 ,324
S ep tem b er 65 42 . . 22 1 2 3 78 . . 320 . . 941 . 4 ,867  . 5 ,808
October 89 42 . . 16 139 89 . . 375  . . 795 . 4 ,316  . 5,111
N o v em b er 86 43  . . 21 111 74 . . 335 . . 958 . . 4,581 . . 5„539
D ecem b er 58 41 . . 27 82 66 . . 274 . . 676 . 4 ,458 .» V ^ 1 3 ’4‘

Total . .  1 ,539 568 296 1,401 1,019 4,823 9,079 57,166 6 6 ,245

The Veterinary OfiScer in charge reports :— •
“ Outbreaks.—Cases of foot-and-mouth disease among cattle were detected in the depot during the 

months of January, February, and April, the total being 34, against 18 in the previous year ; there was no 
mortality. Anthrax was rare, there occurring only 2 deaths among sheep and goats under this head, 
C ^ ^ s t  26 in the previous year, which appears to be due to absence of predisposing causes at Tuticorin. 
NWother contagious disease occurred during the year under review.”

The Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Department, Madras, remarks as follows :—“ As far as 
1 disease goes, the year appears to have been a good one, but under present conditions this is a quarantine 
depot only in ñame.” ^

^  Kayté Quarantine Station.
'685 bulls and 21 coWs passed through the átatioñ, of which 49 were infected with foot-and-mouth 

disease ; all recovered. <
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V.— R̂abies.
N um ber.of 1

D istrict.

. ‘ Cases 
exam ined  

a t  th e
Num ber

P ositive .
N um ber

N egative .
N um ber o f P ajients  

to  Coonoor 
for Treatm ent.

B acteriological •
In stitu te . *

C olom bo ■ 16 .. 10 6
U la p a n e , . . 1 • ___ 1
M a d re liy a 1 — 1
P a d u k k a 1 — 1
M a d u lk e le 1 -- - 1 •
M atara 2 1 1
P a n a d u re ,. 2 :. ■ 2 —
G alah a 1 1 <---
D e h io w ita 1 1 ----
'K a lu tara ■ .. 1 1
T a la im a n n a r  . . 1 — 1
M a ta le
B e r u w a la

1 ■• .. 
1 - ... 1

1 > 189

D e h iw a la .. 1 __ 1
U n d u g o d a 1 — 1
N e b o d a 1 1 —
N u w a ra  E liy a 1 1
H o ra n a . .  1 1 —
N a w a la p it iy a  . . 1 1 —
M o ra tu w a . .  1 1 •—
K a h a w a tta 1 — 1
A r a n a y a k a . .  1 1 —
K a n d y 1 1 —
A n u ra d h a p u ra 2 2 —• ♦ . ^

T o ta l . .  4 2 25 17

The Director of the Bacteriological Institute, Colombo, and ¡the Director of the Pasteur Institute, 
Coonoor, have kindly furnished the 'above information.

The number of people who went jto Coonoor for treatment shows an^increase of 50 compared with 
1916. The ]V[unicipal Veterinary Surgeon, ¡Colombo, states that the number of suspected cases of rabies 
in Municipal limits was 51. ■

VI.—^MrSCBLLAITEOTTS.

The horses of His Excellency the Governor’s Escort, the Police horses, the draught ,buUs*of the 
Pubhc Works Department, Convict Establishment, and Botanic Gardens, and the Government Dairy 
cattle have been treated when necessary. ' v

Sixty-seven C. M. R. horses for insurance imder the Volunteer Horse Insurance Scheme ha,ve 
been inspected during the year.

V n .—Goveenment Daiey, Beanch F aem at Ambepttssa, and Model F aem; •

Qovem'rmnt Dairy.
Manager.—^Mr. P. C. J. Fernando.
Disease amongst Stock.—^Foot-and-mouth disease broke out on January 25. Out of the herd of 

230 cattle, 56 became infected, and aU recovered. The most careful measures were adopted, and the 
disease was satisfactorily suppressed by February 26.

Parasitic gastritis, due to Hsemonchus contortus, was mainly responsible for the loss of 13 cows 
(mostly old) and 16 calves. Rinderpest was prevalent in the town during the middle of the year. Strict 
measures were taken to protect the herd from infection, with success, no case occurring.

Purchase of Stock.—^Nine cows were purchased dming- the year, at a cost of Rs. 2,097.
Sale of Stock.-*ProcQeds of the sale of stock were Rs. 1,515'43. In  addition, 40 young heif^Ss: 

were sent "to the branch farm at Ambepussa to grow up. At the moderate valuation of Rs. 50 each 
when sent, these are valued at Rs. 2,000. Two young stud buUs valued at Rs. 100 each were sent by order 
of-Government to the Northern Province, one to Jafeia and the other to Mannar.

Working, of the Dairy.—^The total working expenses were Rs. 41,984’14, and the total cref 
Rs. 42,901’66, giving a balance of Rs; 917'52, which, considering the loss of milk in February and March, 
due to the outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease and the high prices of articles, is satisfactory. Owing to 
•rinderpest in the town the use of the bulls for shud services was suspended, only Rs. 45 being received 
under this head, against Hi. 715 last year. •

The total output of inilk for the year was 23,759 gallons, most of which was supplied free to' the 
Government hospitals in Colombo; the cost of production wais practically 29 cents per bottle. The price 
debited to Government institutions was 40 cents pet quart =  26f cents per bottle.- A slight increase 
will be necessary in 1918. ' • V
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Statement of receipts and expenditure and live stock on hand are annexed :—
,  Receipts and Expenditure Statement of the Goyemment Dairy for 1917.

E stim a ted  
on  a  basis  

o f 2 6 f  
cen ts  per  

b o tt le

Eeceipts.
A m o im t realized  b y  sa le  o f  m ilk  

i  J a n u a ry  
'  F eb ru ary  

M arch  
April
M ay  .♦
J u n e  
J u ly
A u g u st ’
Septem ber  
O ctober . .
N o v em b er ' ” . .

- December
P fo ceed s o f  sa le o f stock  
S tu d  fees
V a lu e  of tw o  stud  b u lls  s e n t  to  N orthern  

P rov in ce
V a lu e  of fo r ty  hoif ers se n t t a  A m bepussa  

F arm  a t  R s. 50 each  
V a lu e  o f 3=211 e m p ty  b a g s sen t to  

G o v ern m en t S tores

T o ta l ...

I.--

' Amount. 
Rs. OJ

3,030
2 ,341
2 ,963
3,110
3 ,445
3,187
3,351
3,463
3,370
3,633
3,332
3 ,214

1,515
46

54J
22

4
71
.6i
I

78
70J
80
44
83
8 i ’

43
0

1

200 0 

2,000 0 

802 0  

42,901  66

E xpenditueb. Amonnt 
Rs. 0.

R en t o f racecourse for January and
F ebruary 120 0

P a y  o f cooUes 6,753 90
Cost o f ca ttle  food 31,885 51
V alue o f stock  purchased 2 ,097 0
Incidental expenses , . 982 73
P a y  o f the M anager . . 1,145 0
B a la n ce , ' . .  • • 917 62

T ota l 42,901 66

Live Stock Return of the Government Dairy for 1917.

Barticiilars.  ̂ f

Balance in  
hand on 

January 1, ’ 
1917.

Purchased 
during the 

Year or 
transferred.

B om
during

the
Year.

Received 
back from 

Ambepussa 
Farm.

Total.

Died
during

the
Year.

Sold
during

the
Year.

Sent to Ambe­pussa Farm.

Number to be struck off.

Balance in 
hand on 

December 
31 , 1917.

C ows 109 28* 4 141 18 6 23 118
C alves 100 .  8 94 22 224 25 21 40 105* 119
S tu d  bu lls 7 — — — 7 1 1 1 3 4
D ra u g h t bulls  

•
6 — ~~ — 6 1 1 5

♦ Nineteen calves transferred to “ Cows.”

* Branch Farm, Ambepiissa.
Manasfcr.^Mr. R. F . P. Jayawardena, Stock Inspector (acting).
Workr—nHiis small farm is used for the purpose of rearing heifers to come into the dairy in 

due course. In rainy weather the pasture is fairly good, but in dry weather both the pasture and the 
Mauritius grass land burn up very rapidly, consequently a good deal of other foods has to be given.

Twenty-two valuable heifers, about three years old, were returned when near calving to the dairy 
^djtring the year.

The total expenditure was Rs. 4,295 ‘ 99. *
Statement of expenditure and live stock are annexed ;—

Expenditure Statement of the Ambepussa Farm for 1917.
Amount,

Particulars. R s. o.
p a y  o f  M anager . .  . .  . .  ■ . .  930 0
W a g es o f  co o lie s  . .  . .  . .  . ^  1,002 75
C a ttle  fo o d  . .  . .  . >  710 63
In c id e n ta l ex p en ses  . .  . .  97 11
L abour in  c lea r in g  ju n g le  an d  p la n t in g  grass, &c. . .  ■. 1,655 50

.T o ta l . .  4 ,296  99
t • ■

9(iv)lS
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Live Stock Return of the Ambepussa Farm for 1917.

Particulars.
Balance in 

hand on 
January 1, 

1917.

Bom
during the 

Year.

Received from 
the Govern­
ment Dairy, 

Colombo.

Died
during the 

Year.

Returned to the 
Government 

Dairy, Colombo.

Balance on 
December 31 

1917.

Bulls 1 . , — 1 — . . — • 2
Cows ... . . '---" . . --- — — . . --- —
Heifers 42 . .  2 40 4 22 58 •
Calves (male) — . 4 — — 4 —

If
Total . "  43 6 41 4 26 60

Model Farm.
'Manager.—^Mr. G. S. P.'Dahanayaka.

A few sheep are kept a t this small branch farm, and bits of Mauritius grass land rented to 
cultivators. Owners have a t different times been supplied with pens of sheep to commence breeding, 
and, so far, speak favourably of them. During the year Dr. G. H. de Saram was supplied with a ]^n 
for his estate a t Mirigama.

Statements of receipts and expenditure and live stock return are annexed :—

Receipts and Expenditrue Statement of the Model Farm for 1917.

-  R e c e i p t s .

Eient of grass lands . .
Rent of land leased to. the Colombo 

Municipal Council. .
Rent of grazing land..
Rent of huts t-.
Sale of sheep ...

Total

Amount.
Rs. 0.

1,107 0

36 0
36 0

5 86
75 0

1,259 85

B x p e n d i t u e e .

Pay of watcher and coolies 
Cost of sheep food . ^  
Incidental expenses 
Balance

Total

Amount. 
Bs. 0.
547 0 
176 87 
86 5 

d:49 93

1,2^9 85,

Live Stock Return of the Model Farm for 1917.

Balance on Purchased Bom Died . Sold Number to Balance on
Particulars. December during the during Total. during during * be stmck * December

31, 1916. Year. the Year. the Year. the Year. off. 31, 1917.

Rams and ewes 32 32 2 6 8 39*
Lambs 15* — 26 41 3 — 3 23

* Fifteen lambs transferred to “ Rams and ewes” in 1917.

Colombo, February 23,1918.
G. W. STURGESS, M.R.C.V.S., 

Govemment'Veterinary Surgeon.
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• GOYERKMENT ANALYST’S DEPARTMENT.

REPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT ANALYST FOR 1917.'

1.—Introductoby.
This report deals with the work carried out in the laboratory during the year 1917. As will be 

seen from the figures, there has been a very considerable increase in the amount of work dealt with, 
• making the total a record for any twelve months. As compared with the year 1916, the increase amounts 

to 22 per cent, in the number of reports, and 54 per cent, in the number of productions, samples, &o., 
e^fainined. This increase is to a certain extent' concerned with, the medico-legal side, and it is to be 
gathered that the amount of detected crime in the Island has increased during the period under review. 
I t  must be pointed out that the increase is also due to the growing demand for locally manufactured 
preducts owing to the dijfficulty of obtaining imported articles. I t  appears probable that the laboratory 
mjglit*be of stUl greater use to other Government Departments, if it were possible to provide'.staff and 
accommodation to deal with the increase .which would arise. ~

II.—Staff.
^  2. Mr. K. C. Browning has been absent from the Island throughout the year. During a portion

of the year Mr. C. T. Symons was mobilized for military duty outside Colombo, and Mr. W. N. Rae of 
the Ceylon Medical College attended to .the work. Thus, throughout the year the Acting Government 
Analyst had no fully qualified assistant. "

Mr. A. G. L. Oorlofl was mobilized for military duty in Colombo throughout the year.
Mr. "W* R. Chanmugam joined the Department at the beginning of the year, after training at the 

Govemlnent Technical Schools.
n i . —Medico-Legal Investigations.

*2.; This trork has entailed the examination of 998 productions, &c., from 286 cases, as compared 
with .608 productions, from 251 cases in 1916.

4. Stains.^Ag&ia this year the inost la.borious portion of the work consisted in examinations for 
stains of various kinds. The individual figures for the year are contained in the tabular summary, 
amounting to 108 cases. Requests for the precipitin test for human blood were received in a number of 
cases. In most of these no serum was available. In  one ease the test was applied, with negative results. 
The.results of 38 cases have been reported to me by the Police, showing convictions in 17 cases.

5. Poisoning GaseiJ.—There were 65 cases of suspected poisoning, involving the examination 
of 237 productions. Poison was identified in 12 of these. The following table shows the incidence of 
these poisons;—

Poison. Productions. Poison. .. Productions,
Arsenic 34 Boric acid .. 2
Arsenic and mercury 1 Kerosine oil 3-
Arsenic and prussic acid 2 Copper sulphate :. 3
Mercury 3 Antimony .. 2
Prussic acid 2 Hydrochloric acid 2
Strychnine .. 12 Ptomaine poisoning 1
Croton seeds 1 —

Aconite 1 Total 72
Turpentine . . 2 —

Soap lim'ment 1 •
V.. Reports were received from the Police in 41 cases. Nine were cases connected with inquests, 

6 cases were filed for want of evidence, in 6 others no case was instituted, in 12 others the accused were 
discharged, 2 were decided to be cases of suicide, and another to be a case*of death due to natural causes, 
and convictions were obtained in 5 cases.

7. Prohibited Drugs.—^The number of specimens examined foj this purpose has shown a  most 
remarkable increase, namely, 171 per cent, over the 1916 figures, the total being 472 productions in 106 
oases, as compared with 174 productions in 77 cases. Ganja and opium accounted for 471 specimens, 
being identified in 416 of these. Only one specimen was examined for cocain% giving a negative result. 
Conviotiohs were obtained in 62 of the reported results in 95 cases, the maximum reported penalties 
being in one case Rs. 1,500, and in another Rs. 1,000, with six months’ rigorous imprisonment.

8. Miscellaneous.—^There were 7 cases in which productions of a miscellaneous character were 
exaniinedj comprising materials suspected to have been used in counterfeiting currency notes, samples of 
illicit arrack, human hair, &o.

9{iv)l8

    
 



G 2 CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917. [IV.—E d u c a t i o n

IV.— R e m a r k s  o n  M e d i c o - L e g a l  Work. ^
9“. The remarfes contained in the 1916 annual report are again applicable this year. Specia 

labels for productions have been introduced, but the results leave much to be desired. »Clothes foi 
examination for seminal and other stains are even no-w sent in unlabelled, damp, and tightly crushed 
bundles. Hence tìie low , percentage of detections is not remarkable. One demonstration was giver 
this year to members of the Police Force in training. •

10. In  poisoning cases, there appears to be a general idea that the Analyst is able by some c\\t-and 
dried method to determine at once the nature of the poison, without knowing anything of the symptom! 
or cireumstances of the case. I t  need hardly be pointed out that this is unreasonable, and that owing tc 
our present lack of information with regard to local drugs,, the identification of a poison is very öfter 
impossible. But it is only reasonable to expect that in every case all available inforrcfttion should be sen! 
in with each case, as is required by General Orders. If this were properly carried out, as has not beer 
done in the past, much valuable time and material might be saved.

11. There has been a very marked increase in the number of ganja samples examined. JEt is 
- remarkable that 261 of the 471 samples examined consisted of portions of Indian compressed ganja,

indicating the large quantity of this product imported into the Island and the great demand for it. One 
seizure of opium was remarkable, the drug having been imported in “ grape nuts ” tins, partially filled 
with grape nuts to conceal the opium. •

V.—C u s t o m s  Work.
12. For H. M. Customs 48 samples were examined : 39 consisting of kerosine oil, 6 suspected to

contam prohibited drugs, and 3 of liquors. One sample suspected to be “ Ganges water,” a prohibited 
article, was found to be a medicinal preparation. ^

VI. — A d m i r a l t y  W o r k .

13. Five samples of liquid fuel supplied by a local firm to the Admiralty were examined for flash 
point and percentage of water, with satisfactory results.

VII. — W a t e r  A n a l y s e s . ,  ,

14. For drinking water 109 samples were examined, and for boiler water 3 samples. This
represents an increase of 90 per cent, on the 1916 figures. Of the drinking water s^ p le s , only 
16 per cent, were satisfactory. This work was almost entirely done this year for other Government 
Departments. ,

15. The periodical examination of the water supplied to vessels in the harbour is being continued. 
The water supply for the Mandapam Camp was twice examined on the spot. In  this case, after a small 
number of examinations as to chlorine content, the Dionic water tester was used most satisfactorily, its 
portability and rapidity of action making it an ideal instrument for the purpose of cheeking the résulte oi 
pumping, boring, &c. No less than 43 samples were examined in this way.

VIII.—^WoRK FOR E x c i s e  D e p a r t m e n t .

16. Thè work of this Department necessitated the examination of 65 samples, as against 18 in
1916, consisting of spirits, prohibited drugs, &c. _ •

17. Three other questions of importance arose in connection with this work, namely, th< 
denaturing of spirits ; ‘the definition of spirits, such as brandy, whisky, &ct ; and the prevention oi 
fermentation in toddy,

18. The first question, t.e., the choice of a suitable dénaturant for spirits, is one which wai 
considered some years ago, but it has only recently become urgent, owing to the impossibility of obtaining 
the ordinary British denaturante for use with locally distilled spirits, &c. The question is one which, foi 
proper treatment^ would require a  considerable amount of work, which could not be carried c>ut in this 
laboratory under present circumstances. Thus, it  was necessary to adopt a temporary measure, without 
further work. The use of one part of citronella oil and half a part of kerosine oil in 100 parts of alcohol 
was recommended. Such a mixture gives a liquor with a biting and nauseating flavour. But'experienoe 
alone can show whether it  is really a suitable method of denaturing spirits for use in this country.

19. The definition of potable spirits (brandy, whisky, &c.) is one of very great difficulty, as maj 
be seen by consultili the literature of other countries. Hence it was decided to allow the matter t< 
stalhd over for future settlement,

■20. The present method of tapping for sweet toddy is to place lime in the collecting pot. This 
provides an efficient and eheap method. But an effort was made to introduce formalin for this purpose 
I t  should be unnecessary to point out tha t the use of this compound, which is a poison and injurious tc 
health, even in small quantities, is most inadvisable.

•  IX .—S a l t  A n a l y s e s .  ^
21. During the year 1917 a considerable amount of attention was paid to locally produced salt 

25 analyses being made from samples from the salt-producing districts of Puttalam, Hambantota, Jaffna 
and Nilaveli, and imported Indian and Port Said samples. Although a critical examination of the figures, 
when calculated on the same method as is adopted in the Madras Presidency, shows that the aetuai 
composition of the product is n̂ ^̂ t unsatisfactory as compared with Madras results, yet there remains 
considerable roOm for improvement in the matter of colour and moisture. I t  must be remembered thaï 
the samples as received a t this laboratory are taken from the salterns or stores, and not from the produci 
as sold retail. Before thq^alt reaches the consumer it appears to deteriorate. The salt pams a t Puttalam 
were visited, and also the site for the Government sa lten  in that district. I t  is hoped that a poution oi 
this site may be laid out next season on the Italian system, which provides for the removal of the bitterns 
(niother liquor) after scraping. This should hasten manufacture and give a purer, drier product with 
better colour. I t  was not found practical to visit the proposed northern Government saltern site a1 
Elephant Pass, owing to floods.
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22. In considering the means of improving the quality of locally manufactured salt, it is necessary 
to have in mind the methods adopted in India for this purpose. But it must be remembered that in the 
Madras Presidency the main objects of the experimental work have been directed to the production of ap 
essentially light (in weight per unit volume), hard, superficially dry product. This has been necessary 
in order to combat the gradual introduction of the lighter Bombay salt involving loss of revenue. In 
Ceylon there appears to be no necessity for this effort, and attention may be directed towards improve­
ment, 'first, in quality, and, secondly, in quantity. Provided that proper scientific control is exercised

^ u r in g  the manufacture, and stricter attention to care in the scraping and after-handling of the product, 
'' it should be possible to produce salt of a very high standard at the proposed Ciovemment salterns.

X.—^Mi s c e l l a n e o u s  S a m p l e s .

23. These included 73 samples of milk and 66 other samples, such as oils, rice, limestone, clay, 
petrol, tinc^re of opium, tobacco, &c.

24. Nearly aU the samples of milk were sent to me by the Senior Sanitary Officer as seized 
in tlfb Colombo District. Of the total number of milks examined, all, except seven, were found to be 
grossly adulterated.

25. One sample was examined for the Censor.

XI.—^Rb s e a e c h  W o r k .

26. During the earlier part of the year a considerable number of analyses of the common local 
food stuffs were made, but it has been necessary to stop the work O'wing to the necessity for reducing 
expenditure.

' * 27. A paper on the identification of minute traces of mercury in organic liquids was published by
■ Mr. K. 0. Browning in the Journal of the Chemical Society of London, Volume III. of 1917, pages 

236 to  240.
28. A short paper on the constants of cow and buffalo ghee was published by Mr. K. C. Browning 

and Mr. M. Parthasarathy in the Journal of the Society of Chemical Industry, Volmne XXXVI. of 1917, 
pagpJlS.

29. I t has not been possible to continue the very necessary work on local drugs. This is a field of 
work which’should be entered upon as soon as possible, since there are continually arising poisoning cases 
where some toxic principle is present which cannot at present be identified.

C. T. SYMONS,
•• Colombo, May 9, 1918. Acting Government Analyst.

Tabular Summary of Analyses, January 1 to December SI, 1917.

I.—^Medico-legal :—
Productions. Cases Percent Lases. jjgjgp,

1. Blood 170 56 61
2. Semen 34 17 32
3. Blood and semen . .  63 35 (Blood 58 

1 Semen 19
4. Poison 237 65 30
5. Ganja and opium 471 It» 5 88
6. Cocaine 1 1 .  ̂ ____

7. Miscellaneous 22

Total .. 998

7

286

• •

II .—Customs .. . . 48 samples
IJI.—W ater .  . 1J2 samples
IV.—Excise . . • • • • * . 65 samples
V.—Miscellaneous • • . 154 samples
VI.—^Admiralty . . •• 5 samples

Total number of reports, 476. Total samples, 1,382,
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PART y.—PUBLIC WORKS.

PUBLIC WOEKS DEPAETMENT.

REPORT OP THE DIRECTOR OP .PUBLIC WORKS FOR 1917.

I  HAVE the honour to submit the following report on the operations of the Public Works 
Dejfeftinent during the year 1917.

, , E xpenditubb .
e 2. The total expenditure for the financial period October 1, 1916, to September 30, 1917, was 

Rs. 11,3^4,627‘45, the classification under the different headings of the Supply Bill being as follows :—

P erson al E m o lu m en ts (in clu sive  o f C lerical Service) 
O ther C harges (in clu sive  o f sta tio n ery , & o.)
P u b lic  W ork s R ecu rren t (in c lu siv e  o f d a y s ’ labour) 
P u b h c W orks E xtraord inary  
O ther D ep a rtm en ta l V o tes, &c. . .

R s. c. 
874,617 8 
128,992 41 

4,283,663 23  
6,520,705 89  

556,748 84

T ota l 11,364,627 45
e.

3. For piuposes of comparison the statement of expenditure during the last twenty-two years 
is tabulated:—

Year.

1895

Recurrent.

Rs.
1 ,756 ,001 .

Extraordinary.

R s.

1,286,889 . .

üliacellaneous, 
including 

Loans, &c, 
Rs.

Total.

R s,
3,042,890

1896 1,823,558 . . 1 ,219,106 . . — 3,042,664

1897 1,726,669 1,838 ,650  . . — .. » 3,565,'319

1898 1,900,307 1 ,510 ,143  . . 369,324 3,779,774

1899 2,040 ,684 1,707 ,119  . . 1 ,250,125 4,997,928

1900 2,029 ,279 . . 1 ,610 ,261  . . 1 ,074,665 4,714,205
1901 2,112 ,905 1,348 ,032  . . 666.028 . . 4 ,126,965

1902 2 ,163 ,394 1,448 ,491  . . 572,143 4,184,028

1903 2,240 ,086 1 ,339,699 . . 1 ,275,968 4,855,753

1904 2,286 ,812 1 ,858,657 . . 619,275 4,764,744

1905 2,324 ,805 1,595 ,612  . . 370,431 ^,290,848

1906 2 ,582 ,3 9 8 1 ,901 ,588  . . 133,083 . . 4,617,069

1907 2,648 ,741 . . 1 ,929 ,416  . . 227,081 4,805,238

1908 2,684,811 . . 1 ,781 ,145  . . 1 ,080,706 . . 5,546,662

1909 2,796 ,779 . . 1 ,637 ,134  . . 1 ,203,400 6,637,313

1 9 1 0 -1 1 *  . . 4 ,511,611 » . 2 ,31 3 ,4 2 3  . . 3 ,048,443 9,873,477
1 9 1 1 -1 2 3,211 ,341 , , 2 ,017 ,577  . . 2 ,022,372 • . 7 ,251,290

1 9 1 2 -1 3  . . 3 ,406 ,677 . . 2 ,36 8 ,1 8 4  . . 2 ,471 ,462
>

8,216,323

1 9 1 3 -1 4 t  . . 4 ,620 ,749 • . 6 ,774 ,607  . . 2 ,090 ,160 13,485,516

1 9 1 4 -1 5  . . 2 ,746 ,540 « . 2 ,69 3 ,8 2 6  . . 1 ,624,499 7,064,865

1 9 1 5 -1 6  . . 3 ,942 ,348 ♦ 4 ,529 ,8 5 6  . . 332,750 . . 8 ,804,954

1 9 1 6 -1 7  . . 4 ,283 ,563 ». . 5 ,520 ,706  . . 656,749 . . 10,361,018

♦ E ighteen m onths. t  Fifteen months.

9(v)18
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TJbß expenditure in the several Provinces was as follows :—
[Part V.

Province.
Public Works 

Aniiually
Public Works 

Extraordinary, 
including Other Total. •

Recurrent. Departmental Works.
Rs. c. Rs. c. Rs. c.

Western . .  1,247,769 88 . .  3,946,945 46 . . 5,194,715»34
Cfentral, North 356,134 73 125,720 77 . . 481,855 50
Central, South 343,052 30 267,534 62 . . 610,586 92
Southern 376,728 39 277,221 86 .. 652,950 25
Northern 269,662 88 339,892 64 . . 609,555 42
Eastern 278,332 33 147,384-17 . . 425,716 60
N  orth-W estern 461,949 8 . .  . 294,436 57 .. 76i,385 65
North-Central 196,482 25 49,220 89 . . 245,703 14
Uva 372,791 44 341,489 89 . . 714,281 33
Sabaragamuwa 381,659 95 287,607 96 . . 669,267*91

4,283,563 23 6,077,454 73 10,361,017 96

Establishment . . 874,617 8
Other Charges . . 128,992 41

Total . . 11,364,627 45

The expenditure incurred a t  the Government Factory and on the Colombo Lake Development 
Scheme is included in that of the Western Province, and tha t in connection with the Mandapam C«oly^ 
Immigration Camp in the expenditure of the Northern Province. ,

5. The expenditure under the different sub-heads of the Annual Estimates, excluding Personal 
Emoluments and Other Charges, is shown in tabular form on page 3.

M a in t e n a n c e  o p  R o a d s .
6. The total mileage of roads maintained is 4,037*83, being 11*62 miles in excess *0# the 

figure of the previous year.
- 7. The roads are classified as metaUed, track metalled, gravelled, and natural, the mildhge in the 

Provinces being as follows ;
Province. Metalled. Track Metalled. Gravelled. Natural. Totak .

Miles. Miles. Miles. Miles. Miles.
Western 410-39 6-00 . . 12-36 .. — 428-75
Central, North 283-56 ---. 48-97 .. 30-75 .. 363-28
Central, South 342-95 — 4-49 .. 25-63 . . 373-07
Southern 302-62 3-25 .. 18-04 .. — 323-91
Northern 275' 37 103-08 . . 78-40 .. 60-08 . . 616-93
Eastern 104-92 168-75 . . 83-73 .. 26-50 .. 373-90
North-Western .. 393-33 . . --- 111-15 .. 29-00 .. 633-48
North-Central 138-38 133-00 . . 55-34: . . — 326-72
Uva 326-18 . . --- 21-45 .. 80-39 .. 428-02
Sabaragamuwa .. 325-49 2-82 . . 24-46' .. 17-00 . . 369-77 •

Total . . 2,903-19 406-90 458-39 269-35 4,037*83

8. The average cost of maintenance per mile in the several Provinces was as follows
Province. MetaUed. 

Rs. c.
Track Metalled. 

Rs. c.
Gravelled. 

Rs. c.
Natural. 
Rs. c.

General
Rs.

Average.
c.

Western 1,417 65 790 88 . . 529 62 .. — . .  1,383 28
Central, North 1,018 3 , , -- 262 80 .. 69 42 835 m
Central, South 807 26 . , -- 241 45 .. 44 71 748 6
Southern 917 66 250 96 . . 480 3 .. — 886 69
Northern 461 97 549 60 . . 288 45 .. 68 25 402 4
Eastern 943 62* 576 89 . . 345 57 .. 37 26 589 75
North-Western .. 897 23 . . -- 356 33 .. 12 33 736 43
North-Central 666 42 558 29 . . 237 13 .. — 55Ì 71
tTva 988 29 , , — 474 35 .. 97 93 795 31
Sabaragamuwa . . 1,017 24 661 73 . . 357 87 .. 126 7 929 11

General Average . . 941 77 6^7 64 332 39 69 58 779 74

9. Speaking generally, the roads in  the Colony have been maintained in a satisfactory state of 
repair, taking the class of traffic they have to carry and the expenditure into consideration.

10. Many ofithe roads in the Western Province, and particularly those leading out of Coloinba,, 
carry very heavy traffic, and it is not possible to maintain them in a manner suited to fast motor travelling 
without widening and surfacing them anew throughout. Plans have been prepared for effecting these 
improvements, but until cement and tar preparations are cheaper and more readily obtainable it would 
be extravagant to undertake the Work. Roads in the Hambantota District have suffered considerably 
through drought hindering their iépair.

11. I t  was proposed to undertake an  extensive programme of ta r  painting thè surfaces of roads 
during the year, but insufficient quantities of ta r were obtainable, and the tarring done was confined to 
shdrt lengths and sharp comers.

12... The number M steam rollers employed is eighty, two out of the seven on ordef since 1915-16 
having been delivered. The poUoy hitherto followed Was to obtain eight to ten rollers a  yean*, and 
eventually raise a fleet sufficient to meet all requirements ; bu t present conditions in England have 
interfered, and further deliveries can hardly be expected for some time to  come. Spare parts of rollers 
are now difficult to obtain, and repairs take longer to ekecnte in consequence. 'The overhauling and 
repair of these rollers is systematically carried out a t the Government Factory, with ©scellent results.
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13. The ■widening and improvement of roads, more particularly in the hiUs, has been proceeded
■witL, and has made good progress. An extensive programme of work in this direction was planned in 
1913, and a  fair proportion of it  has been executed to date ; much, however, remains to  be done, and as 
funds can be more economically spent in present conditions on this class of work than  on any othef, it is 
desirable that it  should steadily continue, for the ■widening and improvement of our roads is a work of 

^first importance. •
14. The accommodation for coolies working on the roads is insufficient, and requires extensive

additions. '  This is an important matter, as affecting a  labour force of some 17,000 persons. '
15. The roads now open to motor lorry traffic with'the gross weights admissible are as follows :—

(a) Eoads on which there is no objection to Motor Lorries being run under the ftegulaiions
{Maximum Weight 6 Tons).

Western Province.
Colombo-Kandy road.
Horema-Alutgama road (with the 

exception of the Anguruwatota ferry 
and 'Welipenna bridge on 22nd mile).

Golombo-Kalutara-Bentota joad 
(with the exception of the Digarolla 
bridw).

Coiombo-A^vissawella road (« 
Urugodawatta).

Central Province.
Talawakele-Agrapatana road. 
Gampola-Pussellawa road (with the 

exception of Gampola bridge). 
Pupuressa road.
Tispane road.
Kandy-Deltota road. 
Kandy-Rangalla road vid Dumbara 

Valley, Rajawella, and Teldeniya. 
Nawalapitiya-Kotmale road.
Dotale road.

Wattegama vid Teldeniya to liTuga- 
tenna Gap.

Wattegama Railway , Station vid 
Madulkele up to Huluganga bridge.

Talawakele to Watagoda up to the 
turn off to Watagoda-Pactory.

Gampola-Nawalapitiya road.
Nawalapitiya-Hatton road up to the 

5th mile.
Hatton-Talawakele road.
Hatton-Norwood bridge road.
Bathford Valley road,
Annfleld road.

Southern Province.
Matara-Deniyaya road.
Deniyaya-Hayes road.
Colombo-Matara road (within the 

Municipal limits of Galle).
Galle-Udugama road.
Galle-Akuressa road.

Province of Uva.
Bandarawela-Badulla road.
Badulla-Passara road.

Spring Valley road.
Bandarawela-Haputale road.
Kumbalwella-Passara road.
Bandarawela-Liyangahawela road.
Dikwella-Madulla road.
Haldummulla-Haputale road.
Koslanda-B[aldummulla road. •
Fassara-Madulsima road.

Province of Saharagamuwa.
Colombo-Kandy road. >
Ratnapura-Kuruwita road {vid 

Bsplanade road and Cross street,,  
excluding Main street from 66 to 861, 
mileposts).

Pelmadulla-Rakwana road.
Ratnapura-Balangoda road {vid 

Esplanade road and Cross street, 
excluding Main street from 56  to 66^  
mileposts). ,  ,  ■

Polgahawela-Kegalla road.
Karawanella-Glenall^ road.

(b) Roads on which there is no objection to Motor Lorries being run under Modified Conditions
as to Total Weights stated.

Weight
allowed.

Tons.
' Western Province.

Nambapana road .. 3
Katukurunda - Nagoda - Matugama 

road ..  . .  3
Nagoda-Neboda road .. 3
Tebuwana-Anguruwatota road ..  3 
Labugama road ..  .. 4}
Horawala-Moragala road .. 4 |
Veyangoda-Ruwanwella road .. 4 |

Central Province.
Kandy-Matale road' ■ .. 3
Matale-Dambulla road .. 3
Nawalapitiya-Dolosbage road . . .  3 '
Craighead-Somerset road  ̂. 3
Tawalantenna - Pundaluoya - W ata- 

goda road . .  . .  3
Lmdula-Iianuoya road ..  3
Deltota - HeWaheta - Rikiligasgoda 

road ■ . .  ..
Glefliugie-Upoot road .. 3
Maskeliya road: Norwood bridge 

to Moray ..  .. 3
Maskeliya road: Maskeliya to 

Cruden .. . .  3
Dikoya road: Norwood bridge to 

Campion ..  . .  3
Dimbula-Dikoya road .. 3
Gorge Valley road up to the bridge 

on Hwford estate -  .. 4{

Weight
allowed.

Tons.
Wallaha road ..  . .  3
Iriyagama-Aladeniya road, 2nd,t.o- 

6th mile . .  . .  3
Kandy - Padiyapelella - Mulhalkele 

road (with the exception of Mul­
halkele bridge). . .  4 J 

Rattota road . .  . .  3
Nanu-oya Station to Nuwara Eliya 4J 
Nuwara Eliya to Ramboda ..  '' 
Nuwara Eliya to Hakgala . .  4 |
Nuwara EUya-XJda Bussellawa road 4J 
Talawakele-Nanuoya road 
Glenlyon-Preston road (at a speed 

of not more than 3 miles per hour 
over Torrington bridge) 

Pussellawa-Ramboda road up to 
the 33rd mile . .  .. _

Wattegama-Katugastota road ..  4j 
Katugastota-Galagedara road ..  4 | 
Nawalapitiya-Hatton road from 

the 5th m i l e  to Hattoru .'. 3
Wanarajah branch road nil to ' 

Castlereagh bridge, but hot over 
the same . .  . .. 4J

Madulkele-Kabaragala road ..  4 | 
From Huluganga bridge to Bam- 

bara-ela . .  • . .  3
Galahenwatta-Yatawatta road .. 3 
Palapatwala-Galawela road ..  3

Weight
allowed.

Tons.
Southern Province. . 

Muppane-Hambantota road
Eastern Province.

Bibile-Batticaloa road ’ ..
North-Western Province. 

Mallowapitiya-Rambadagala road 
Qalagedara-Kurimegala road

Province of Vva.
Muppane-Hambantota road 
Bibile-Batticaloa road

•
Province of Saharagamuwa. 

Avissawella-Ratnapura road 
Yatiyantota-Kitulgala road 
Yatiyantota-Polatagama road ..  
Yatiyantota-Ardrbss road 
Kegalla-Bulatkohupitiya road ... 
Rambukkana-Aranayaka road 
A'vissawella - Yatiyantota road, 

except bridge on 41st mile 
Veyangoda-Ruanwella road 
Kendangamuwa-Woodend road .. 
Balangoda-Chetnole road 
Malwala ferry road

3

3

?
3
3
3

41

16. A noticeable development of motor traffic is the number of omnibuses of all sortai 
are now using the rdhds in practically every district of the Island. ,

17.
I n l a n d  N a v ig a t io n .

The canals, waterways, and channels open to navigation have been kept in a fair state of repair.

M a in t e n a n c e  oe B u il d in g s .
18. The number of buildings in charge of this Department and the cost of maintenance for the 

year under re'view were as f o U o w s -
' ^  Class of Building. Number.

Government buildings, excluding King’s Houses . .  . 946
Hospitals and dispensaries .. . .  249
Police buildings . ,  . .  . .  89

AH buildings have been maintained in a satisfactory state of repair.

AverageOpst.' 
Es. c. . 

■ 163 92 
295 12 
250 67
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Additions a n d  I mpeovements to B uild ino s ,
19. Many minor additions were effected to various buildings a t a total exi>cnditure of 

Rs. 34,486;26.
•  , M AINTENANCir OF B e IDGES.

20. The bridges of 50 feet span and over, numbering 322, were kept in an efBcient .state of repair, 
with the exception of the old bridge on the Gin-oya in the Chilaw District and the Digarolla bridge at 
Panadure. In both eases new bridges are in course of construction.

P ublic  W oeks E x teao edinaby .
21. The expenditure under this heading of the Estimates was as follows:—

•  R s. c.
New works and buildings . .  . .  . .  2,276,665 56
Additions and improvements to buildings
New bridges
Repair of bridges
Miscellaneous
New roads
Additions and improvements to roads

The distribution of this expenditure was as follows :— 
Additions and

T ota l

316,484 21 
123,099 82 
154,581 92 

1,916,224 62 
62,625 28 

671,024 48

6,520,705 89

^  Province.

Western'
Central, North
Central, South
Southern
Northern
Bayern
North-Western
North-Central
Uv«.
Sabaragajnuwa
^seellaneous

New Works and 
Buildings.

R s. c. 
1,672,043 88..  

66,903 19..  
85,357 49. .  
10,638 27. .

2,049 86..  
41,537 19..  

101,688 10..  
29,782 89..  

130,766 6.
135,898 63. .

Improvements to  
Buildings.

R s. c. 
117,701 79. 

19,783 84. 
42,667 13. 
10,824 13. 
25,122 87. 
8,967 95. 

32,735 94.
1,439 37. 

35,628 8. 
21,613 11.

New
Bridges.
R s. c. 

49,528 98..

766 91.

67,000 59. 
4,088 39. 
1,714 95,

Repair of 
Bridges.
Rs. c. 

44,960 51..  
5 ,6 3 4  4 4 . .  
7,897 62. 

48,780 47.
381 22. 

3,992 8,. 
26,641 86..

'Miscellaneous.

— ..16,293 72.

Rs. 0. Rs. c.
1,332,223 93..  5,842 10 

8,724 81. .  —
33,586 86.. 9,148 64 
137,074 41.. —
305,875 25..  200 50

11,947 92.. —
2,854 90.. 6,666 71 

410 48..  —
46,192 89.. —
12,257 7 .. 40,767 33 
25,076 10.. —

> Additions and
New Roads. Improvements 

to Roads.
R s. 0. 

142,819 33 
24,674 49 

. 88,109 97 
, 69,904 58 

6,262 84 
80,939 3 

, 56,848 47 
13,499 76 

, 127,187 91 
60,778 10

22. The more important works in hand during the year are detailed in the following paragraphs. 
The shortage of all in^ported materials was increasingly felt as the year progressed, and though old 
material has been worked in and local substitutes used as far as possible on works and buildings, great 
difficulty has been experienced in pushing works to completion.h ,

'■ ■ ‘ Western Province.
23. Bungdlov^s for Oovernmmt Officers in  Colombo.— T̂he seventeen bungalows that were in 

progress a t the end of 1916 have been completed and are occupied. Expenditure during the year 
Rs. 386,026-17.

-24. Merchants’ Ward and Operating Room, General Hospital.—^Work on this extension of the 
General Hospital, Colombo, has been practically completed. Delay has occurred owing to the non-arrival 
of certain necessary fittings from England. This ward will form a useful addition to the hospital. The 
work has been well executed, and aU details have been carefully thought out and designed for the comfort 
and convenience of patients and hospital working.,

25. Quarters for European Married Police Sergeants, Colombo.—This building, which forms the 
first bloek of the proposed new Police Headquarters for the Island, at San Sebastian, on the site of the ' 
old Royal College, has made rapid progress. I t  is a building of three storeys, and is designed on the flat 
principle, in order to afiord as much privacy as possible to the occupants. Expenditure Rs. 21,203‘ 07.

26. New Lunatic Asylum, Angoda.—Preliminary work in conneetion with this project in levelling
the site and constructing the approach road has been begun, and is now practically completed. Building 
operations, which are about to be commenced, will take several years to complete in their entirety. The 
accommodation for stafl and female patients wiQ be taken in hand first, so as to relieve the congestion in 
the present asylum as early as possible. - •

f  27' Quarters for Religious Nursing Sisters, General Hospital.—^These quarters will provide 
accommodation for forty Sisters on a site adjacent to the pauper wards of the General Hospital. 
Thfe work' has made satisfactory progress- and is nearing completion, the expenditure during the year 
being Rs. 33,508- 86.

 ̂ 28. New Bloch, Training College.— T̂he construction of a new two storey block of buildings in
eonneCtion with the Women’s Department of the Training Cofiege, Colombo, was commenced late in the 
year, and has made good progress. Improvements and alterations were also effected in the Infant School 
and Preparatory Department of the CoUege at a cost of Rs. 15,554.

29. Neboda Hospital.—Quarters for the Medical Officer, Apothecary, and Steward were built at 
this hospital, together with a ward of twelve beds, and other improvemfents, at a cost of Rs. 34,834.

30. Quarters for the Master Attendant, Colombo.—^These quarters, which are being e rec t^  on a 
site on Galle Buck, are nearing coippletion. ftogress has been slow owing to difficulties with foundations 
in the fifst instance,

.. 31. Elementary Schools, Colombo.—Rapid progress has been made -with the building of schools 
a t .Green-strdiit and Maligakanda, and both are now approaching com plete . A new type has been 

'  adopted,, ■which is a decided improvement on the open schoolroom generally in use.
32. . Sanatorium for Consumptives, Kandana.— T̂his sanatorium, the gift of Mr. A. E. de Silva, 

is situated on a fine open site on the Colombo-Negombo road, and is fast nearing completion. The 
buildings consist of open, airy wards to accommodate forty-eight patients, and all the necessary offices ; 
quarters for the staff are also provided. Expenditure Rs. 49,766-15.
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33. Colombo Lake Development Scheme.—nihe progress jtJiade tdthr this work and those suhsidiar 
to it has b0en as good Sts circumstances atid funds available would admit. The project is now so fa:

-advanced as to be within measurable distance of being utilized, and its early completion is desirable fron 
every point of Vic's«:. The total expenditure on the Lake Scheme proper and on cai^al to tfie harbou: 
up to the ehd of tjie year was Bs. 5,007,27p 75.

34. The following extracts from the report of H r. J . Strachan, Chief Engineer in pharge of tb  
work, indicate the progress Inade in detail:—

Colombo Lake Devolopvient.—All walling in the east lake has been completed, with the exception of i 
short length at Captain’s Garden. The canal and lakeside basins have been completed. The connectin] 
channel between the canal basin and east lake, together with the two span bridge over the channel, has begi 
completed. AU reclamation on the north side of the east lake near Parsons road has been completed, am 
reclamation, on the south side near Kew Barracks has been commenced. The reclamatimi. in the Galle Fac( 
lake has been completed, androads constructed on the reclaimed land. Reclamation has been done in the south 
west lake, and in the west lake in front of the Military premises. Channels have been dredged jp all the lakes 
whilst the whole area of the GaUe Face lake has been dredged, and a considerable portion of the east lake. Th 
total dredging to date is 290,363 cubes. The total reclamation to date is 48J acres. The diversion of th^Sai 
Sebastian canal with the tandem locks has been completed and brought into use. The old canal has been fiUe( 
up and the reclamation leased. The pumping station is complete, and is' waiting for the machinery, whicl 
cannot leave England owing to the war. The new bridge carrying San Sebastian Hill road over the canal ha 
been completed. ' The total length of walls, abutments, piers, &c., including lake to harbour canal (see below] 
built to date is 15,264 lineal feet.

Lake to Harpour Canal.—The work has been much delayed on account of its not being possible to obtaii 
steelwork. The east set of duplicate and tandem locks is nearing completion. The bridges over the locks ar 
in hand. From the lock§ to the harbour the canal walls have been built to the required level, with th  
exception of the abutments under Norris road bridge. The excavation between the walls is proceeding 
The additional basin has been completed, with the exception of a small amount of excavation over the area

Brmge under Norris Road.—The abutnTents and piers on the north side of the bridge have been4)uilt fo 
a sufficient length to take a roadway 24 feet wide. The steelwork for this portion is in hand, but cannot bi 
completed until supplies are received.

Bridge under Main Street.—The abutments and piers have been built to the required height. Th 
steelwork and decking for the east span is complete, with the exception of a width of 8 feet, which is in hand 
The trafSe has been temporarily diverted over the southern portion of the bridge. The northern porttoa. i 
ready for steelwork, which cannot be obtained.

Bridge carrying Mutwal Railway over the Canal.—The piers and abutments are built and «the* work i 
waiting for steelwork, which is not available. " ^

Nevti Customs House, Passenger Jetty.—^During the year the progress has been satisfactory. The ne\ 
100 feet wide bridge has been completed as far as is possible until traffic is diverted over the new porticfh. Thi 
will be done as soon as York street and Cihureh street are raised to approach the new bridge. Arrangement 
fop this raising are being made. The lowering of Wharf road and the consequent re-arrangement of drains 
pipes, &c,, are in hand. The railway has been extended from the west end to the new bridge, and is beini 
continued in an easterly direction, so as to give a direct line from the root of the South-west Breakwate 
eventually to the Mutwal Railway, but meanwhile to the present railway system.

Rs. c.
Estimated cost . .  . .  . .  . .  527,600 0
Total expenditure . .  . ,  . .  188,537 87

Approach Roads and Bridges, Parsons Road.—Good progress has been made with the work during th  
year 1917. On the east of the railway two of the approach roads have been completed for hah their ultimati 
width, whilst the other is completed for the full width. Metalling has not meanwhile been put down 
All retaining walls, with the exception of the one between the barracks and York street, have been built to th  
underside of parapet level. The remaining wall to be built, viz., that between the barracks and York street 
is proceeding as far as is possible without interfering with the existing roadway. When traffic is diverted ove 
the new bridge over the railway, traffic will be dealt with on the completed portion of the raised roadways, am 
the roadways now used for traffic will be taken possession of and raised to the required levels. West of th  
railway the new embanked roadways have been constructed. Half of the bridge over the connecting channe 
between east and Galle Face lakes has been constructed ; the other half is in hand. The bridge ove»the low 
level roadway is in course of construction. The low-level roadways have been excavated and are ready fo: 
metalling and drains.

Rs. c.
Estimated cost . .  . .  ’ . .  . .  688,000 0
Expenditure . .  . . . .  . .  173,971 16

35. Grain Sheds,'Colombo.—^During.the year the under-mentioned warehouses a t the Chalmers 
€franaiy were completed and handed over :—

’* Verandah Area,
Square Feet.

.The four remaining sheds of A Warehouse 
All sheds of B Warehouse 
Last shed of C Warehouse 
Two last sheds of G Warehouse 
Last shed of K  Warehotise 
Whole of J Warehouse . .

3,815 - 
4,490 
1,000 
2,000 

960 
5,000

Store Area. 
Square Feet. 

15,970 
20,625 

5,260 
10,500 
6,760 

13,620

Total Area. 
Square Feet, 

19,785 
25,115 

6,260 
12,500 
6,720 

18,620

Date of Completion."
September 3, 1917 
August 20, 1917 
August 17, 1917 
February 14, l^ lj  
March 21, 1917 
August 15, 1917

17,265 71,725 88,990

36. This work has been carried out by the Factory Engineer, Mr. G. H . M. Hyde. The following 
extraôtfroHr his report i^ given as bdng of interest in this connection :—

The actual store or warehouse area enclosed within the rat-proofed walls at the Chalmers Granarj 
now aggregates some 174,410 square fe^t. The whole of the covered area of the verandahs and offices fop th( 
various enclosures amount ttf 38,975 square feet; thirty-seven offices and 17,265 square feet of verandah space 
have been added this year, in  addition to the above, 486 square feet of stone paving ; 1,435 lineal feet of 9 in 
and 167 lineal feet of 18 ia. opeU concrete drains were laid. A latrine for the use of the Ceylon Govenimenl 
Railway employés fts weB as two cattle drinking troughs were built within the premises. The whole area oi 
the granary has now been completely enclosed, i.e., by the building of a further 1,331 lineal feet of boundarj 
walling, with suitable sliding main and tainor gateways, so as to admit cart traffic, as well as the railway lim 
and sidings. As considerable difficulty was experienced in obtaining Poilite tiles for covering the roofs, the
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warehoTises were temporarily covered, in some instances, with corrugated shading, and in oiIkth with (’«lit ut 
tiles, in order to permit of their occupation before the final arrival of the Poilite tilesfrom Italy at the rlt»«« of 
the year. As notified in my last report, the cost of the buildings was heavy, owing to the enhunt-ed rate paid 
for raw mciterials. It is particularly fortunate that during the stress of war Government wa.n able to pr*K-ure 
Poilfte tiles at all. However, despite all adverse conditions, the cost of building the Chalmers Granary air 
a whole, including the very many additional works, was considerably lower than was originally eHtimat4>d, 
mainly owing*to the fact that all rubble and metal, &c., were obtained free, direct from the new Ragama 
quarry, which is worked by prison labour. The cost per square foot of warehouse area, exclusive of voroudalis 
and dffices, was Rs. 7 ’ 40, and with them Rs. 6' 92.

Bridges.
.  37. Qlyde Bridge, Kalutara.—This bridge of 100 feet clear span was completed and opened to

traffic in August, k917. Expenditure Rs. 79,169’ 62.
38. Minuwangoda Bridge.—An obsolete bridge of two spans of 30 feet each has been replaced by 

an up-to-date structure, the old abutments being utilized. Cost Rs. 10,681* 37.
39. Bigarolla Bridge, Panadure.—Owing to the weak condition of the existing bridge, it was 

decided to put the construction of the piers, abutments, and approaches of the new bridge in hand, 
although the steelwork cannot be obtained until the close of the w*ar. Most of the concrete 03’linders 
for the piers have been moulded and cast, and those for two of the piers have been sunk to a bottom at 
^  feet 6 inches below water level. The work is now well in hand under the supervision of the Factory 
Engineer. Expenditure Rs. 48,426.

40. Talfitiya Bridge.— T̂he rebuilding of this bridge, which was destroyed by flood in May, 1916, 
has been completed. I t  consists of two spans of 50 feet each with an 18 feet roadway. Cost Rs. 61,268* 59.

Additions and Improvements to Roads.
41. Moragalla-Pelawatta Road.—The work of raising, widening, and metalling 3 miles of this 

former ininor road was completed at a cost of Rs. 36,967.
42. Henaratgoda-Tahwda-Badawana Road.—-This road has been widened, culverted, and 

bottomed where necessary. Cost Rs. 7,190.
43. Walhotale-Kinadeniyawa Road.—Improvements to this old minor road, in the shape of 

bringing, metalling, and easing gradients, have been in progress over a length of 3 miles. Expenditure 
Rs. 13,836.

-- 44. »Henaratgoda Road.—A certain length of this road has been widened and track metalled.
Cpgt Rs. 4,064.

45. Panadure-Nambapana Road.—The widening of the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th miles of this road 
has been completed. Cost Rs. 10,999.
** 46. Padukka-Bope Road.—2^ miles of widening, bottoming, and metalling have been completed
at a cost of Rs. 13,973.

47. Katukurunda-Neboda Road.—This road has been widened from its junction with the Colombo- 
Galle road as far as Nagoda. The platform width is now 16 feet, and a satisfactory junction with the 
GaUe road has been secured by the demolition of buildings. The work is nearing completion.

48. Agdlawatta-Badureliya Road.—^The reconstruction of the first section of 4^ miles has been 
taken in hand, and satisfactory progress has been made. Expenditure Rs. 18,993.

49. In addition to the above, numerous smaller improvements have been undertaken and com­
pleted, and a commencement has been made with widening the approach road to Moratu wa railway station, 
re-constructing the approaches to Anguruwatota ferry, and in widening the Nagoda-Matugama road.

Central Province, North.
50. Public Works Department Buildings, Nalanda.—Quarters for the District Engineer and his 

clerk, with office, store, and workshop, &c., have been completed, and are now occupied. The cost of 
these buildings, which are substantially built, works out at between 16 and 17 cents a cubic foot.

51* Kandy Hospital, Children's Ward.—^This ward, with subsidiary buildings, was completed 
at a cost of Rs. 11,499, or- 20 cents a cubic foot. Accommodation is provided for sixteen beds.

52. Buildings far the Department of Agriculture, Peradeniya.— T̂his project is for building a 
classroom, quarters for three married clerks, three sets of cooly lines, and two wells. The classroom 
and quarters were completed; one set of cooly lines is nearing completion, and work on the other lines 
and wells is in progress. Expenditure Rs. 25,356.

53. Apothecary's Quarters, Dambulla Hospital.—^This work is in progress. The quarters will be
of the usual type. . •
■*' f*' 54. Public Works Department Oooly Lines.—Progress has been made wiih the erection of lines
for road coolies at Duckwari; .on the 24th mile Kabaragala road; at Huluganga; on the Elahera road 
and at Aluwihara.

Bridges. .
55. The platforms of bridges on the 19th, 27th, 28th, and 29th miles of the Kandy-Kurunduoya 

road were renewed at a cost of Rs. 14,849, and the work satisfactorily completed.#

Miscellaneous.
56. Under this head a large number of minor works have been carried out in making good storm 

damages, rebuilding weak cidverts and retaining walls, constructing drains, &c.

Additions and Improvements to Roads.
57. Deltota-Rikiligasgoda Road.— T̂he metalling and widening of this road was completed at a 

cost of Rs. 14,770.
58. Kandy-Haragama-Kurunduoya Road.—^Work on the widening of Ihis road, which has been 

in hand for some time, was completed at a cost of Rs. 29,798.
59. Hunasgiriya Road to Iriyagastenna.— T̂he widening of this road was completed and dangerous 

comers cut back at a cost of Rs. 4,999.
60. Rangalla-Nitre Gave Road.—^Improvements to this road, consisting of widening, bridging,

and extending culverts, were completed at a cost of Rs. 7,183. '
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Central Province, South.
61. Hospiiai, Agrapatncs.-^The site this new hospital has been acquired, and the levelling

practically cCmpleted. ,
62. Qlerks’ Qwrters, Nuwara Miya.—Quarters for the Secretary of the District Court and for

two senior clerks have been convicted* The need for more quarters for clerks in Nuwara Eliya is great ; 
rents are high, and Satisfactory private accommodation-difficult to find. •

63. police Moaned Quarters, Nuwara Eliya.—^Twelve quarters are provided in one block, with 
latrine and bathing accommodation attached. The work has been well done. Cost per cubic foot 38 hents.

64. Bospitaly 'Quarters for the Medical Officer, on a fine site adjacent to the
hospital, are nearing completion, and the erection of an operating room has been commenced. ,

65. Forest Department Buildings, Nuwara Eliya.—^The erection of a F orest^ ’s quarters and an 
additional store and office are in progress.

66. Public Works Department Oooly Unes.—New lines have been built a t Hawa Eliya, and others 
on the Uda PusseUawa road, Nawalapitiya-Craigie Lea road, and Nawalapitiya-Hatton ro4d were rebuilt.

Additions and Improvements to Buildings.
67. Dolosbage Hospital.—An extension to the female ward and a new operating room have been 

completed a t a cost of Rs. 11,745.
68. Oarage, Queen's Cottage, Nuwara Eliya.—This building consists of a coach-house and harn^s 

room, a separate garage for one car with a tool room attached, and a large lock-up garage for four or 
five cars. Electric light is provided. Cost Rs. 9,847, or 36 cents a cubic foot. The work Was completed, 
and has been in use for some months.

69. Kitchen, Nuwara Eliya Hospital.—^This work, which consists of an up-to-date fly-proofed
kitchen with firewood shed attached, was completed, and supplies a long-felt want at this large hospital. 
Cost Rs. 6,829, or 30 cents a cubic foot. , «

New Bridges.
70. A 10 feet span bridge, with a  roadway of 18 feet width, on Church road, Nuwara Eliya, 

was completed a t a cost of Rs. 2,679.
Repair of Bridges.

71. The'Torrington bridge on the Glenlyon-Preston road was strengthened, and a  bridge of 
18 feet span on the 10th mUe, Dolosbage road, was rebuilt. • •

Miscellaneovis. ,
72. Two large landslips occurred during the year. One on the 2 | mile, Ambawela çoad, and ' 

the other on the Talawakele-Lindula road. In the former case the road was closed for three monthg, 
while the mass" of rock, boulders, and earth were being removed. The cost of the work amounted to 
Rs. 11,386.

73. On the whole, damage caused by flood was not serious during the year under review, though 
in sixteen instances special repairs, aggregating an expenditure of Rs. 23,000, became necessary.

Additions and Improoements_ to Roads.
74. Improwements in  widening metalled surfaces, improving dangerous comers, lengthening 

culverts, and other works to facilitate traffic were carried out on the following roads a t a cost of 
Rs. 85,380 : Peradeniya-Gampola road, Pupuressa road, Gampola-Ramboda road, Ud'a PusteUawa 
road, Talawakele-Lindula road, Nawalapitiya-Craigie Lea road, Linâula-Nanuoya road, Nawalapitiya- 
Hatton road, Dimbula-Dikoya road, Strathdon-Fruithfil road.

Southern Province.
75. Dispensary, MoraWaha.—The erection of this dispensary and quarters was satisfactorily 

completed. The cost works out a t 26 cents a cubic foot.
76. Hospital, Udugama.—^Tenders were caUed for and contract let for the construction of this 

hospital, but actual work had hot been commenced at the close of the year owing to the land not having 
been acquired and handed over.

77. Signal Station, Qcâle.—^This work, sanctioned late in the year, has been commenced, and 
• is making satisfactory progress.

78. Qway IPaii awd Fæpori Je% , GaZfe.—This Work was practically completed in 1916. AH that 
remained to  be done in  1917 was an extension of the roof of the new jetty  so as to  connect with the new 
export shed, and the fixing of a crane a t the roof of the export jetty. This work was satisfactorily 
completed,

79. Public Works Department Overseer's Quarters and Lines, Liyangahatota i?oad.—Slow progress 
was made with this work at the start, owing to difficulty in obtaining a contractor to undertake the work 
at reasonable rates ; but at the end of the year the overseer’s quarters had been practically completed, 
and all materials for the lines were on the site.

Bridges.
80. The Goi^apana bridge on the GaUe-Matara road, the construction of which was begun in 

April, 1916, was completed and opened to traffic in July, 1917. I t  consists of two spans of 57 feet each, 
and carries a 14 feet roadway, with a 4 feet footpath on one side. The abutments and pier are of concrete 
cylinders, 8 feet diameter octagonal, in pairs. With reinforced concrete connecting diaphragms. No 
difficulty was experienced in sinking the cylinders, which were finally bottomed on red clay at 29 feet 
in abutments, and 38 feet below river bed for the pier, and tested for fourteen days before the hearting 
was placed. The cost of the Cylinder work was as follows :—

(а) Moulding cylinders . .  . .  . .  Rs. 89 per cube
(б) H earting# . .  . .  . .  Rs. 87‘78 per cube«
(c) Sinking, inclusive of all charges . .  . .  Rs. 28 ■ 46 per foot

Cost of cement varied from Rs. 13- 54 to Rs. I4‘ 75 a barrel. The bridge is approached by embankments 
826 feet long on the east and 145 feet on the west, carrying an 18 feet bottomed and metalled roadway. 
Thé cost of the work was Rs. 57,825, that of tbe bridge itself being Rs. 46,805, with Rs. 11,020 as cost 
of land and cbnstraotion of approaches.
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81. Work on the construction of the new bridge at Pol-oya on the same road as the foregoing 

was begun in February, 1917, as soon as the plant at Goiyapana was available. This bridge will be 
similar in design to that a t Goiyapana, but the spans are greater, being 68 feet each. The cylinders of the 
east abutnSent and midstream pier have been sunk and tested, and those for the west abutment are in 
hancP. Though the steelwork for this bridge is not a t present forthcoming, it has been considered prudent 
to complete the work as far as possible, as the old bridge which now carries the traffic will not last much 
longer. *

. 82. The Mirissa and AturuweUa bridges, the reconstruction of which was in progress in the 
previous year, have been completed. The Mirissa bridge is one of 50 feet span, and cost, with approaches, 
Rs. 15,925. The Aturuwella bridge is one of two spans of 34 feet 6 inches each, and cost Rs. 23,691 to
erect complete, with 660 feet of embanked approaches.

•
*• Miscellaneotis.

83. Coast Erosion.— T̂he depositing of rubble blocks to protect the Colombo-Galle road in the 
vicinity of the* 60th mile has been continued, but though himdreds of tons of rubble have been deposited, 
no satisfactory results have been obtained, and the inroads of the sea are as great a cause of anxiety as 
ever. The slope of the beach is steep, and the waves break right inshore on the foot of a high bank on 
soft sand. I t  would appear as if some great change is taking place in the ocean bed at this place, as 
vast quantities of broken coral, evidently from a reef, are occasionally heaved up by the sea. The 
OTigin of the misehief, as I  have previously pointed out, was most likely due to the indiscriminate removal 
of coral from the foreshore and reef, which once existed here, by villagers for hme burning and building. 
Surveys are now in hand for a deviation of the road at this place.

84. At Matara, where serious erosion took place towards the end of l5l6, endangering the 
resthouse, Medical Officer’s quarters. Police Court, and private dwellings, the measures taken appear 
to*be succeeding. The foreshore has been “ pitched ” with rubble for 1,200 feet in length, and groynes 
on the “ case principle have been erected along 2,000 feet of beach. These groynes are 200 feet apart, 
and average 96 feet in length. There has been a steady accretion of sand and a flattening of the sea 
bed, both desirable results.

Additions and Improvements to Roads.
,  85. The reconstruction of the Ambalangoda-EIpitiya road and the widening of tlje Galle-Udugama 

a n i  Matara-Tangalla roads have made satisfactory progress. Work on the former has been difficult, 
as the ro,^d has had to be kept open to traffic, and only ha,H the width could be worked on at a time. Four 
miles are weU in hand.

86. Improvements in the shape of metalling, bottoming, and widening have also been carried out 
on the fbUowing roads :—GaUe-Bentota road, 67th to 72nd mdes ; Kahawe-Batapola road, 3J miles; 
Matara-Akuressa road ; Hambantota-Tanamalwila road; Wirawila-Kirinda road; and Liyangahatota 
road.

Northern Province.
87. Overseer’s Quarters and Godly Lines, Talaimannar.—^Failure to obtain timber prevented the 

construction of these buildings from making satisfactory progress during the year. The walls have 
been built, and other materials have been obtained.

Additions and Improvements to Buildings.
. ^88. Police Barracks, Jaffna.—The roof of “ A ” block baa been covered with Calicut tiles, and 

cement floors have been laid in blocks A, C, D, and E. Trelliswork doors have also been fitted at the backs 
of A, B, C, and D blocks in lieu of tats. The work has been satisfactorily completed at a cost of Rs. 10,377.

89. Jaffna Jail.— T̂he ventilation of 26 cells has been improved by altering the ceilings and 
roof, scTas to admit a better current of air through the building. Cost Rs. 1,284' 26.

90. Dispensary, Valluvedditturai.— T̂he cadjan roof of this building has been replaced by one 
of Calicut tiles, with a boarded ceiling. An additional room has been built and the compound fenced. 
Cost Rs. 2,950.

9ff District Court, Jaffna.—^Improvements in connection with the record, reference, and clerks’ 
rooms at this court have been taken in hand, and the old buildings renewed, and the foundations for 
the new buildings laid. Work has, however, been temporarily suspended pending decision regarding 
objections raised by the Wesleyan Mission Committee to the windows of the new building overlookuig 
the Mission premises. The consttuction of the library for the use of the lawyers of the court is in progress.

92. Hospital, Mullaittivu.—^New bathrooms and latrines for the male and female wards have 
been completed at a cost of Rs. 3,243.

93. Segregation Camp, Talaimannar.—^This work, which consisted of four sheds, with kitcfiens 
and latrines, for the segregation of contacts With infectious diseases, was satisfactorily completed at a 
cost of Rs. 5,106.

Miscellaneous.
94. Karaiyur Reclamation.—This work has been proceeded with, prison labour being employed

Area reclaimed before 1914 
Area reclaimed in 1914-15 
Area reclaimed in 1915-16 
Area reclaimed in 1916-17 
Area reclaimed in 1917-18

StiU to be reclaimed
Total reclaimed

Total area

• a . B. P .

9 0 0
3 3 0
7 0 16
8 1 26
5 1 0

33 2 2
30 1 38

64 0 0

Funds were provided for supplying stone and cement for building the drainage culverts running 
through the reclaimed area; but the work could not be carried out owing to the ab.sence of skilled 
labour among the prisoners. Until these culverts are built and the new Beach road opened, a large 
portion of the reclamation cannot be made use of.

9(v)18
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95. Mannar Gúm^^ay.—̂ 'íiLe work of removing and filling in old culverts in the Mannar causeway 
was continued, five béing completed during the year.

96. î'alaimanmr.~T!he work of filling up the low places and laying a covering of clay was 
continued in the vicinity of the Government buüdings to the west of the railway line between th? nort]^ and 
south piers, and the low-lying ground near the railway bungalows is now being filled in. Satisfactory 
work was done, and there is no doubt that the health of the place is steadily improving owing to the 
measures taken.

Additions and Improvemênds to Roads.
97. Vavuniya-Paraiyanalanhulom Róad.—The metaUing of this road has been proceeded with ;

19 miles out of the 22 miles have now been metalled, and the road can now be travelled over in the wet 
season. Expenditure Rs. 2,995' 50. ^

98. Railway Level Crossings.—Six level crossings in the Jaffna District were paved and completed.
Work is in hand for similarly treating three level crossings in the Vavuniya District, four in the PaUai 
District, and ten in the Mannar District. '  •

Eastern Province. •
99. Leper Asylum, BatHcedoa.—^This work, on Mantivu island in the Batticaloa lake, has 

made steady progress during the year under review. Pour of the main blocks of buildings are nearing 
completion, and a good start has been made with the hospital, Sisters’ quarters, laundry, and steward’s 
and apothecary’s quarters.

100. . Batticaloa Hospital.—^The addition of nurses’ quarters was satisfactorily completed a t a 
cost of Rs. 5,433.

101. Quarters for the apothecary at Paddiruppu were completed, and a branch dispensary at 
Irakkamam was well in hand at the close of the year.

102. Lines for the Public Works Department road coolies were erected on the 92 | mile of Æe
Badulla-Batticaloa road, and lines and overseer’s quarters on Pottuvil-Muppane road. •

Additions and Improvements to Buildings.
103. Police Barracks, Batticaloa.—Boarded ceilings have been fitted to these barracks and are 

much appreciated. Cost Rs. 2,576..
104. Medical Officer's Quaniers, Batticaloa.— Â new bathroom and closet have been pro^dled,

and improvements carried out to the kitchen and drainage. Cost Rs. 2,167. .
105. Kalmunai Hospital.—A. temporary leper ward and a police guardroom have been erected

at a cost of Rs. 2,684. The ward is 116 feet long by 36 feet wide, and is divided into two rooms bÿ a 
partition. •

■ p  ̂ "* Miscelldneous.
■ 106. The'making up of two embankments and the extension of a causeway on the 22hd müe.

North Gpast road, was completed at a cost of Rs. 8,998. These embankments were damaged by flood 
in 1916. Oh the Trincomalee section of the same road serious trouble has been caused by sea encroach­
ment on the 7lst mile. Erosion has taken place here for some time past, and a diversion of the road 
has become necessary, as aU measures to prevent further erosion have failed. ' '

107. Timber Dépôt, Trincomalee.—Aa  enclosure of 200 feet by 75 feet, consisting of reinforced
concrete piles and timber wallings, has been formed in the inner harbour for the seasoning of timber 
for the Forest Department. Cost Rs. 2,297. - •

. ’ Additions and Improvements to Roads.
108. Metalling South Coast Road Deviation.—This work is well in hand. Rubble and metal 

for the completion of 3 out of the 5 mües has been collected, and is now being laid. I t  is hoped to 
complete the work in- the next north-east monsoon season. Expenditure Rs. 18,821.

109. Bar Road, Bàtticaloa.—The widening and metalling of this road, which connects the town 
of Battiealoa with the landing place at the Bar, was proceeded with. The widening, including^the clay 
filling, extension of culverts, and building of retaining walls, is practically complete ; but the bottoming 
and metalling have not yet been commenced. Expenditure Rs. 9,990.

110. Muppane-Pottuvil. Road.—Ten mües of this road were metalled and completed at the 
beginning of the year ; for the remaining l l j  miles in this Province- metal and rubble for bottoming 
have been collected, and work of la3/lng and consolidation is well in hand.

111. Relief works in the Kalmttnai district, started owing to the faüure of rains in 1915-16, were 
continued in 1917. Employment was found for villagers in widening road embankments, and the 
improvement thus efiected h ^ ^ ^ e n  considerable. A sum of Rs. 11,936 was spent in this Way.

North-Western Province.
.112. - Police Barracks, Kurunegala.—This work was completed at a cost of Rs. 142,347, or a t the 

rate of 28 cents a cubic foot. The buüdings comprise a police station with cells and recreation room on 
the groünd floor and barracks for single men above, quarters for an Inspector and two Sub-InspedfBis, 
blocks of quarters for fharried men, stables, bathrooms and latrines, a cattle pound, and a parade ground. 
The buüdnigS form a large quadrangle, enclosing the parado ground, 185 feet by 165 feet, and cover 
3 acres altogether. The premises accoihmodate a t present 235 men, women, and chfldren.

113. Chilaw Hospital.—This work, sanctioned in January, 1916, has been completed at a cost
of Rs. 114,406, or at the rate of 30 cents per cubic foot. The premises cover an area of nearly 6 acres, 
and include an administration block, nurses’ quarters, police wàrd, male ward, female ward, diarrhoea 
wards, isolation ward, mortuary, kitchen, and quarters for the Medical Officer, apothecary, and attendants, 
together with the necessary bathrooms and latrines. •

114. Madampe Di^ensary.—^The construction of this dispensary has been practically completed,
together .with an opium room andm weU. i .

.115. Publie Works Department Office, Dandagamuwa.—^This work has been completed a t a cost 
of Rs. 6,743, or a t the rate of 23 cents a cubio foot. It comprises an office for the District Engineer, a 
clerk’s office, recordroom and storeroom, and two latrines. The old office, which was in a dangerous 
condition, was pulled down.
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Additions and Improvements to Buildings. , .
116. Bandagamuwa Hospital.—Considerable additions are being earned out at this hospital, and 

during the year the new administration block was completed, the other works being stiD. in progress. 
Expe*iditure Rs. 7,495.

117. Kurunegala Hospital.—A bedroom, bathroom, and latrine were added to the accommodation 
for nurses at % cost of Rs. 2,498, or 31 cents per Cubic foot.

118. Nilcaweratiya fi'ospito?.—Extensive additions are in progress at this hospital, the expenditure 
for th« year being Es. Il,5l7.

, Bridges.
> 119. The construction of the Gin-oya bridge on the Negombo-Chilaw road, under the supervision

of the Factory Engineer, has made satisfactory progress. The cylinders of the piers and abutments 
have been sunk to a depth of 46 feet below water level, and those for the wing walls to depths varying 
from 15 to 26 feet. The, above water portion of the piers and abutments are in masonry. The girders 
for the centre span of 70 feet were launched and placed in position at the close of the year. The rufeble, 
met^, and dressed stone for this work were obtained from Mahara Quarry.

Roads.
o 120. Alawwa-Dampelessa Road.— Ŝince this road was opened through to Alawwa, a considerable 

cart traffic has developed to Alawwa railway station, and it is evident that the road must be bottoffied 
and metalled to stand the traffic. A commencement has been made, and it will have to be systematically 
continued._

121. Dankotuwa-Madampe Road.—The improvements of this minor road are now making fair 
progress, but difficulty stiU exists in obtaining an adequate supply of rubble and metal, as practically all

. stone has to be brought up by train from Mahara. Es. 32,044 was spent during the year, principally on 
the sectibn between Nattandiya and Kirimetiyana.

122. ' Nattandiya-Dunkannawa Road.—A sum, of Rs. 5,722 was spent during the year in reducing 
gradients and laying foundation and metal on this former minor road. A large amount of stone has been 
collected, and the work should be completed in 1918 if the supplies from Mahara can be continued.

• « 123. Kurunegala^Dambulla Road.— Împrovements on the 17th mile of this road made satisfactory 
progress. A sum of Es. 5,067 was spent in reducing steep gradients, widening, and laying foundation 
and metal. ♦

, 124. The metalling of the Akkaraipattu road and the Nikaweratiya-Nikawewa road has been
continued, Es. 7,077 being spent on the former and Es! 13,561 on the latter, which has been much 
improved. .
** North-Central Province,

125. Quarters for the District Engineer, Maradankadawela, which was nearing completion ai^-the 
end of last year, has been finished at a cost of Es. 25,531, or at the rate of 28 cents a Cubic .foot.

126. Quarters for a senior clerk and for the Inspector of Vaccination at Anhradhapma are nearing 
completion, as is the Stock Inspector’s quarters at the same place.

Bridges.
®127. A bridge of 20 feet span oh the 5th mile of the Sigiriya road was constructed at a cost of 

Es. 4,088. .
Additions and Improvements to Roads.

128. The track metalling and widening of the Maradankadawela-Habäraha road has been 
completed at a cost of Es. 27,975, or Rs. 1,793 a müe. The metalling of the Madawachchi-Mannar road 
has been continued on the 47th and 48th miles, an expenditure of Rs. 7,415 being incurred.

* Province of Uva.
129. Passara Hospital.— T̂his work was finished at a cost of Rs. 76,764, or 29 cents a cubic foot.
130. Alutnuwara Hospital.—■Excellent progress was made with this work, which is now nearing

completion. The male ward, kitchen, administration block, and apothecary’s quarters have been 
completed and occupied. Expenditure Rs. 42,247. . . . . .

131. Haputale Hospital.— double set of quarters to accommodate two apothecaries have been 
completed. Cost Rs. 11,996, or 31 • 2 cents a cubic foot.

132. Stock Inspector's QuatterSi Banciarau)eta.—These quarters were completed. Cost Es. 5,6l4, 
or 38‘ 8 cents a cubic foot.

Additions and Improvements to Buildings.
133. Butiala Hospital.—The new mortuary, kitchen block, latrines for males and females, and a 

stable and coachffiouse have been completed. Expenditure Rs. 9,984.
134. Lunugala Hospital.—Practically all the improvements at present contemplated at this

hospital are now completed, with the exception of the adnunistration block and operating room, which, 
however, are well advanced. Expenditure Rs. 19,029. ' - ^

135. 'Military Camp, Diyatalawa.— T̂his work was undertaken for the War Department, and
consisted of removing the wooden floors, replacing them with cement concrete, and adding verandahs 
to the barrack room huts. Expenditure Rs. 13,813. : *

■ • *
- ' Bridges.
. 136. A bridge of 30 feet span on the 17th mile, BaduHa-Battiealoa road, has been completed. 

Cost Rs. 8,938« ■ %
■,137; Work on the lengthening of the bridge on the 7J müe, Naula-Spring Valley road, by making 

another span, was completed at a cost of Rs. 8,999.
. 138. The masonry work and new approach roads to the Uma-oya bridge on the Dikwella-Madulla 

road hawe been nearly completed, .and most of the ironwork transported to the site. Expenditiue 
Es. 32,103.
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Additions cmd Improvemeints to Roads. '
139. Muppane-Pottuvil Road.— T̂hirteen miles of this road in the Province of Uva have now been

metalled, and the work on the remaining 7 miles is making good progress. ^
140. Good progress has been made, with the widening of the HaldummuUa-Wellawaya roa ,̂ the

Haputale-Halpe road, the Badulla-Batticaloa road, the EUa-Namunaknla road, and the 1st mUe of the 
Spring Valley road, the expenditure on these works totalling Rs. 113J926. *

Province of Saharagamuwa. «
141. Kitulgala Hospital.-^This new hpspital was completed at a cost of Rs. 123,998, or 31 cents 

a cubic foot, and iS now in use. It provides for eighty-four beds in four wards, and has quarters Jor 
Medical Officer, apothecary, nurses, and attendants, and aH the necessary offices. ^  water supply has 
also been laid on.

142. Kahawtttta HospitaL-^This hospital is practically completed and is already occupied, the
expenditure to the close of the year being Rs. 133,734. It provides for eighty-fom’ bedS in five wards, 
and has the usual quota of (Juarters and offices. A water service is being laid on. •

143. Aranayaka H ospital.^This hospital of fifty-two beds is fast approaching completion. It 
consists of four main wards, with the necessary ^uartersfor officers, nurses, and attendants. Expenditure 
during the year Rs. 54,220.

144. Post Office, Kahawatla.—Excellent progress has been made with this work, and it is n(^ 
practically completed. It is a post office of the usual type, with quarters for the Postmaster and an 
assistant. Expenditure Rs. 15,033.

145. Infections Diseases Hospital, Ratnapum.—̂ This work comprises a main block of wards for
males and females, with kitchen) attendants*' quarters, and boiler-house, and simdry improvements to 
the existing plague camp. An expenditure of Rs. 11,868 has been incurred, and the buildings ftre 
nearing completion. . '

Additions and Improvements to Buildings.
146. Police Station, Avissawella.—^Extensive additions have been made to this police station,

providing much-needed additional accommodation, with new kitchens, bath houses, and latrines attached. 
Expenditure Rs. 11,300. ' t •

147. Balangoda School.— T̂he teacher’s quarters have been enlarged, and a kitchen and latrine
built. Cost Rs. 2,900. • •

148. Improvements at Balangoda hospital and Karawanella hospital were put in hand latq in
the year, and are now in progress. ^

' - Roads. ,
149. Karandupone-Rambuhkana Road.—̂ The chief item of interest in connection with this road 

'constiuotion was thè completion of the Andiramada bridge across the Maha-oya, which had been in 
progress for some time. The road is open to traffic, but a certain amormt of work stiE remains to be 
done ai the Rambukkana end. Expenditure during the year Rs. 39,858.

150.  ̂MadarrUpe-Hamhantgta Road.—Pair progress was made with the improvement of this road 
between the 85th and 89th naüeS) where steep gradients have been reduced and the road deviated in 
several places. Expenditure Rs. 8,215.

151. Pelmadiilla-Balangoda Road.—The widening and improvement of this road between the
70th and 83rd mües has been completed. Expenditure during the year Rs. 13,577. *
• ,152. Ellearawd-Pinnawala Rood.—Thd improvement of this branch road is making steady
progress. The work consists of Widening the metalled surface of the first 5 miles _of road, extèndiag 
culverts and reconstructing bridgés, and deviatiug the last 1J miles. Expenditure Rs. 10,498.

153. Avissaipella-Ginigathena Road.-^dihe wider metalHng and drain-cutting begun the previous 
year hftS been completed.

154. Kahcmcdta-Rdkwana Road.— Ĥre work of widening and'improving this road has been 
commenced and considerable progress made, the expenditure during the year being Rs. 10,60i.

155. Minor improvements in regard to widening and easing corners have also been carried out 
on the following roads :—^KegaUa-Bulatkohupitiya road, Ralangoda-Halpe road, Kukul korale road, 
Nambapana road, and the KaraWahella-GlenaUa road.

QuARANTilfEr Uamp, Mandapam .
156. Expenditure on this work during the year under review amounted to Rs. 299,052, of Which

Rs.*263,526 was on accoimt of construction. The majority of the bufidiugs are noW completed. They 
form a small town, neatly roadefi and laid Out. Some idea of the extent of the camp may be gathered 
from the following figures :— -

Length of roads . .  3 ‘81 miles
Length of fencing ..  9'76 miles
Number of major buildings 156

FIooj? area of buildings 
Water piping laid 
Sewers laid

336,280 square feet 
35,055 hneal feet 
25,074 lineal feet ^

The camp Was opened to quarantine on May 1, 1917, though in several details the work of 
construction was unfinished.

Difficulty in securing an adequate supply of water for all purposes has been experienced, and a 
system of additional wells with »radiating supply adits has been instituted and is in hand, and the results 
so far obtained are considered very satisfactory. It is, however, probable that the supply of fresh water 
for all purposes may prove insufficient during the dry seasons, and arrangements are being made to use 
'salt or brackish water for flushing when necessary.

The Hindu ̂ tchen has been equipped with sixteen steam cookers, the steam being generated in 
boilers placed in a specis# room adjacent to the kitchen. This method of cooking hast proved most 
satisfactory, and is appreciated by afi concerned. ,

Little progress has yet been made with the installation of the electric plant owing to the delay in 
obtaining the material from England.

Mr. C. H. Liimell has beeh Resident Eugmeer at Mandapam, and has carried out his duties with 
ability and success.
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• Government Factory.
157. The expenditure incurred by the Factory Engineer on works both inside and outside the 

Faetory amounted to Rs. 1,508,458' 06, and has, as usual, been of a very diverse character.
• In regard to the maintenance of the Factory, which has cost Rs. 40,732 for the year, the Factory 

Engineer reports as follows ' •
The incleased cost of fuèl, particularly coal, and the difficulty experienced in obtaining it  even at a cost 

of Rs, 60 per ton, as against the already enhanced rate of Es. 16 '26 in l916 , was hot so acutely felt as it  might 
have been, owing to the installation early in 1915 of a suction gas plant to furnish power to drive the machine 
shops. The installation-during the year of a second suction gas engine plant for the purpose of driving the 
biydge shop machinery should materially help to reduce the upkeep cost, as these engines use anthracite or 
charcoal in some fc^pn or other. At the present time, however, charcoal from coconut shells is found to be 
the most economical fuel in the local fnarket, as well as being more easily obtainable. It is expected that the 
new refuse gas producer now under construction fpr burning carpenter shop refuse will still further counter^ 
balance the cost of upkeep.

o In addition to the construction of the grain sheds and of the Gip-oya and DigaroUa bridges before 
referred to, considerable bridging work of a miscellaneous character has been executed by the Government 
Factory, including the construction of steelwork of two spans of 60 feet for the Goiyapana bridge, one 
span of 50 feet for Mirissa bridge, two spans of 50 feet for Talpitiya bridge, two spans of 30 feet for the 
Minuwangoda bridge, two skew spans-of 34 and 36 feet for a bridge on the Chilaw-Wariapola bridge, 
one span of 30 feet for St. Joseph’s bridge, Negombo, and for widening a 30 feet bridge on the KegaUa- 
Polgahawela road from 14 feet to 18 feet.

The Factory have also had in hand extensive alterations to the ironwork of the DödanduWa bridge 
on the Bentota-Galle road necessitated by excessive corrosion. Owing to the difficulty in obtaining 
mraterial for the erection of a new bridge, it was decided tempórarily tO support the existing bridge 

. platforrq and to take down the old girders and despatch them to the Factory and endeavour to patch 
the various members with whatever material could be obtained. The supporting of the óld platform and 
dismantling of the girders has been eompleted.

Work on inserting another span in the Gintota bridge, near Galle, has been completed, but it has 
been found necessary to rebuild completely the pier carrying the ends of the second and third spans of 
thef btidge. This work is now in hand.

The following extracts from the report of the Factory Engineer give particulars of other works 
executed at' the Factory :—

• Three large and strongly built Steel hopper barges, 60 feet long, 18 feet wide, and 6 feet 6 inches deep* 
with drop or shutter bottoms, were constructed for the Colombo Sarbour Works, and,accounted for an 
expenditure of Es. 34,030 -78. , ,

Two 1 J-ton electric travelling cranes were received from England and erected upon the track of rails 
enveloping the new Delft warehouses at the Colombo harboxir. They have a radius of 20 feet, and being 

■ placed alongside tlje quay wall their Utility should be very effective. Expenditure Es. 6,350- 36.
Temporary aecomtoodation for the Government storing of salt in bags was pro-vided by the" erection of 

three sheds, giving an aggregate of 8,900 square feet of floor space. The framework and general structure of 
theSe buildings were constructed entirely of tanamirma obtained from the Fprest Department. The roof of 
the warehouses is  of galvanised corrugated iron. Expenditure Rs. 12,396-74.

A new concrete fireproof Store for the storage of inflammable materials belonging to the Telegraph 
DepaijJment, Colombo, was in course of erection during theyeftr, önd which, together with other fire, equipment,

, accounted for an expenditure of Rs. 11,944.
The amoimt of work executed and the expenditure involved during the year was about the same as that,-; 

of the previous year ; the main expenditure, however, is on account pf the completion of the warehouses as 
arranged for in-the original scheme for the Chahners Granary. : ^

The amount of wprk turned oUt by the machines in the machine shop Was as large as hitherto, owing 
to the number of repairs constantly required to be done to the steam rollers, machinery, and plant, bo&  
for the Public Worlm and other Departments, where efficiency must be maintained.

0 \ ^ g  to the exigencies of war, howeVer j the lack of materials Was severely felt, necessitating the 
closing of the large bridge ^ o p  for three or four days a Week, and on many occasions the carpenter shop.

Electrical,
158. The Electrical Engineer reports as follows :—
From October, 1916, to September, 1917, the expenditure on new Works and extensions to Government 

electrical installations has bèen Rs. l47,693-$6, ahd for electric energy Rs. 68,634-42, making a total of 
Rs. 206,328-28. U  *

Maintenance. Rs. 0.
Electric lights, fans, motors, &c., and other apparatus . .  . .  24,995. 35
Electric light and power station and distribution system, Ruwara Eliya • • 6,904 4

New Works and Additions.
Electric lighting and apparatus : new GovemmOnt bungalows, Mandapam C ^ p ,

’ Customs, Railway Department, Medical Department, Education Pepartment,
Nuwara Eliya, Police Department, Mihtàry Department, Survey Pepartment,
Post and Tolegraph Department, aud Miscellaneous . .  . -

Telegraph Instruments.
Repairs, alterations, &c., have been executed to 905 sounders (local, direct Working, 

non-polarized, and portable), relays (standard P.O.,âbn-polarized, Vyle’s polarized), 
vibrators, keys, differential and single current rheostats, testing sets, Baudot 
instruments, Wheatstone bridges, detectors (Q and I), test boards, commutators, &c.

* Telephones and Railway Electric Signalling Instruments. ^  
•Repairs, alterations, do., have been executed to 1,986 Wall and desk sets, phonopore, 

long distance portable, tablet, cabin indicators, operators’ sets, generatorè,,eXten- 
sion bells, receivers, D.P. and W.P. switchboards, plugs, fuses, &c.

9,161 89

7,418 37

9,224 21

Total . .  147,693 86 .

9(v)18
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Electrical Installations.—Duriag the past year twenty-eight (Soverament bungalows have*been fitted 

with electric light and fans, and a variety of other installations and extensionsdn Colombo, Kandy,and Nuwara 
Eliya. A total of 79 ceiling fans, 39 desk fans, 1 exhaust fan, 935 16 candle power, 32 candle power, 60 candle 
power, 100 candle power, 200 candle power lamps, and 2  to |  horse power A.C. motors have been installed, and 
will be added to the annual maintenance of electrical installations in Colombo, Kandy, and Nuwara lËliya. 
Electric travelling crSnes for Customs have been erected and given over to ihe Harbour Ehigineer’s  Department. 
Owing to the war no new works of importance are being proceedeji with. •

General.
159. Among the more important item  ̂of work carried out in the Head. Office, in addition 

to the checking and revision of plans and estimates received from the Provincesf the following may 
be mentioned :—

(a) Preparation of preliminary plans and estimates for-
Training College extensions.
Extensions to Surveyor-General’s Office.
Signal Station, Galle, and quarters for officer in charge. 
Lunatic Asylum, Angoda.
Police Training- School, Bambalapitiya.
Elementary schools for poorer classes in Colombo. 
Paying ward and quarters for House Surgeon, Kandy 

hospital.
Quarters for Superintendent of PoHee, Kurunegala. 
Quarters for Provincial Surgeon, Anuraffiiapura. 
Infectious Diseases Hospital, Colombo.
Quarters fpr Assistant Conservator of Forests, Hapu- 

? talok" '
Science block. University College.
New Government Offices, Nuwara Eliya.
Survey Office, Ratnapura,

New Post Office, Monasagala.
Alterations to German Club to accommodate the 

Land Settlement Department.
NewQiospital, Watawate. *
Additions to District Court, Jaffna.
Hospital, Neboda.
House of Observation, Kegalla.
Udugama hospital.
Additional acccanmodation for pupil nurSes, De Soysa 

Lying-in Home, Colombo.
Water supply to TangaUa. •
Water supply t© Angoda Lunatic Asylum.
Town drainage, Ratnapura,
Improvements to  pipe lines, Nuwara Eliya electric 

installation.

{by Preparation of working drawings and estimates for-
Quarters for Master Attendant, Colombo.
Quarters for twelve Emjopean Sergeants, Colombo. 
Gimgathena police station.
Blasting Dehiwala, reéf,
Hunu^tiya riñe range.
Prevention of coast erosion, Negoinbo.
Prevention of coast erosion. Matara.
B ii^ e  8 feet wide, Kirklees-Welimada road. . •,
Matara bridge footways.

Bridge a t Bevilla-Digowa estate cart road.  ̂
Kospotu-oya bridge, Kurunegaja-Kandy road.
Bridge at 8th mile, MaUowapitiya-Rambodagala roa^ 
Avissawella Water supply.
Negombo water supply.
Training College extension, Women’s  Department. 
Lunatic Asylum, Angoda.
Extension to Surveyor-General’s  Office store.

■f ■
(c) Preparation of detailed drawings for works in progress i-

Quarters for European Sergeants, Colombo.
■Quarters for Religious Nursing Sisters, General 

Hospital, Colombo.
Agrapatena hospital.
New Merchants’ Ward, General Hospital, Colonebe.

{d) Preparation of drawings for—

Type plans of hospital buildings.
Type plans of poHce bnildings,
Type plans of steam roller she(fe.
Type plans of clerks’ quarters, up-country.

Chahners Granary, Racquet Court, Colombo, 
Electrie.light installation, Mandapam. 
Ta%>itiya bridge.
Brieve at Mad^pe-Dankotuwa road.
Detaite for parapet and neW*Customs bridge.

Type plans of Foresters’ and Forest Rangers’ quarters. 
Drainage plans of Government bungalows. 
Avissawella water supply.
Type bridges.

Stapf.

160. The following officers were on W£tr service during  the y e s k :—
Mr, S. J, KirbyMr. H. B. Lees 

Mr. A. Lewis 
Mr. B. A. Horsfall

Mr. J. Gray 
Mr. S. H. Bower 
Mr. H. L. Grooeock 
Mr. W. J. Thornhill 
Mr. S. Davies 
Mr'. W. A. Coradine

Mjp, C. H. Bradley 
Mr. E. B. Bowen

Majoï, Royal Engineer. 
Ministry of Munitions, 
Lieutenant, East Lanca­

shire.
Ministry of Munitions. 
Captain, Royal Engineers. 
Captain, Royal Engineers. 
Captain, Royal Engineers. 
Captain, Royal Engineers. 
Lieutenant, Royal ,^ g i-  

neers.
Captain, Royal Engineers. 
Lieutenant, Royal Engi- 
#neers.

. Lieutenant, Royal Engi­
neers.

.. Lieutenant, Royal Engi­
neers. ^

Mr. E. W. Bartholomew Second Lieutenant, Royal
IMgineers,

,. Second Lieutenant, Royal 
E n ^ eers.

. Second Lieutenanti Roynl 
Engineers.

- Captain, Ceylon Sanitary 
Company,

,. Lieutenant, Ceylon Sani­
tary Company.

Mr. L. W, Peach

Mr, T, H , Leader 

Mr, A, Rothwell 

Mr. J, A. Moraes 

Mr, P. G, Stevens

161. Mr. A. H. F. Clarke, Provincial Engineer, who had previously been ill, weiit on leave in 
September, 1917. Mr. A. S. Barker was seconded to the Censor’s Office in April, 1917.

Colombo, April 24, 1918.
T. H. CHAPMAN, 

Director of Public Works.
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lEEIGATION.

REPORT OE THÈ ACTING DIRECTOR OE IRRIGATION EOR 1917.*

® The total expenditure for the year was Rs. 828,473’19, and the 
appropriated as compared with the four previous years were as follows :—

services to which it Was

g Description of Vote.
1912-13 - 

(July-June, 
12 Months). 

Bs. 0.

1Ô13-14 
(July-Sept., 
15 Months). 

R s., ' 0 .

1914-15 
(Oot.-Septs, 
12 Months). 

Bs., - 0 .

1915-16 
(Oot.-Sept., 
12 Months). 

Rs. c.

1916-17 
(Oct.-Sept., 
12 Months). 

Rs. 0 .
Irrigation Department 
Irrigation Annually Kecurrent . 
Irrigation Extraordinary

406,589 82 . 
172,132 40 . 
273,523 62 .

. 562,087 74 . 

. 220,819 53 . 

. 336,813 35 .

. 411,254 20 ..  

. 141,498 1 . .  

. 240,009 20 ..

392,560 26 
156,174 85 
196,845 69

. .  428,075 35 

. .  160,363 90 

. .  240,033 94

Total• 852,245 74 1,119,720 62 792,761 41 745,580 80 828,473 19

2. Works oî Survey aQd Investigation.—The principal items earrjeçl out during the'’̂ ear werei^^ 
as follows :— /

 ̂  ̂ Northern Prcwirece.—The contour suryey of 48,5^0 actes of. land under the Giant’s tank scheme- 
vtas continued ; of the two Irrigation Engineers who were in charge, one left the Department, and the 
other hê d tp be transferred, leaving the supervision of the work in the hands of the Divisional Engineer,
Mr. L. P. Emerson, who has done a considerable amount of personal work on the surveys, June 
thè services of a retired officer of the Survey Department were obtained, as the presence of a responsible 
officer Olì the work to assist the Divisional Engineer was fpund to be absolutely necessary. In this survey,
^  addition to levels of aU masonry works connected with the major work, the levels of all sluices and 
spills and other small masonry works on the village tanks and the contours of the tank beds are being 
taken. The number of these village tanks, approximates 165.

3. The contour survey of the Akattimurippu lands was continued. These lands are situafed
about 5 mües south of Giant’s'tank, near Mannar, and are on the left bank of the Aruvi-aru. As no 
field-officers were available, the work is being carried out by private surveyors. ..On this survey also the 
Divisional Engineer has done a considerable amount of work hi the field. This contbur suTveyis being 
undertaken in connection -With a proposal to irrigate these lands by water brought from the Nalanda-oya, 
in th% Central Province, referred to bèloW ; 8,fiOO acres have so fàï been contoured. ^

4. A series of tide gaugings, salinity tests, and observations of flow of water were ffiade in con­
nection with the proposal brought forward by Mr. B. HorsbUrgh, Government Agent, Jaffna, regarding 
the salt water lagoon, called the Vadamatadchi lagoon, which lies pn the north-east side of the Elephant 
Pass resthouse, and runs in a north-westerly direction to the Chavakàchcheri-Point Pedro road- The 
proposal is to prevent, if possible, the ingress of sea water and to raise the Ipvel of the lagoon, utilizing 
the water for irrigation of pasture land, paddy, and other products. The observations were made in 
order to obtain an accurate estimate of the total flow in both directions through the Point Pedro road“ 
culverts,*and to ascertain definitely whether the salinity of the lake was due to the flow of salt water 
into the lagoon from the north-west end, or to the infiltration of sea Water due to the lagoon level falling- 
below mean sea level.

5. North-Gentral proüîwce.-ï-CrosS sections» and levels of the Kalawewa Yoda-ela were taken,
with a view to. design the increase in Size of the canal which would be necessary in the Case of 
water being issued'to' Akattimurippu. Investigations Were made and measurements were taken of the 
Kalawewa masonry Çpill for the, same purpose.,. Preliminary, .degl^s ^ere prepared for the propC^d 
increase in capacity of *.thi tank. " _ » « .

6. On the suggestion of the Director of Irrigation it Was decided by Government that the lands 
irrigable by the water impounded in the Maha Iluppallama tank should, if possible, be sold and a water- 
rate recovered, and that the tank should cease to be reserved solely for the irrigation of the Maha 
Iluppallama experiment station, sufficient water, however, to be reserved and issued to the Agricultural 
D^artment for any experiments in coconut or paddy irrigation Which may be required on the land 
now reserved for the purpose. During the year the channel was put in order, a^d a preliminary plan 
showing the additional area of some 260 acres it was proposed to irrigate was prepared. A cadastral

. survey of the land under the tank was commenced by the Surveyor-General.
7. The scheme of developing irrigable lands by means of peasapt settlements proposed by the 

Land Development Committee was discuSsed by the faigation and Agricultural Departments, and the 
Director of Irrigation agreed to set aside an area of landmider thé Nachchaduwa irrigation scheme for 
the settlement. A map of the area Was made and the distribution channels traced.

8. At the instance of Mr. H. R. Ereeman, the Government Agent, North-Central Province, 
the Division^} Engineer visited some lands at Ratamune and Kumadi tillages to investigate the 
possibility of developing the paddy lands there. He reports that Hatamune is 4 'miles from Giritale, 
at the junction Of the Giritale and Minneriya-oyas ; the gradient there of the Minneriya-oya is steep, and 
frequent rocky falls occur. There are suitable sites for anicuts.
■ — -  . - , ----- -----  ------ .................................. —.............. ...................— .--- --------- y..J--------- .................................. — ................. . . 1  ---------

* This report is for the calendar year 191Ï ; the financial returns are those for the twelve months ended September 
80, 1917.
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Kum adi lands are very inaccessible ; tb$y a ïe  12 miles dô Wn the M inneriya-oya from Minneriya 
tank, and are reached from Topawewa by a 16-ihile track, through forest and park land, crossing rivets 
and mud holes, and, at 11 m iles from Tdpawetra, passing through Tamballa village ; the inhabitants 
of th is village are Moors, and they own the Kujnadi field,s. No roads exist to  the proposed ^ icu t^ ites, 
access being gained by walking through gtreâiû beds and swamps. The difficulties of transport for 
construction work would be great. The -fl̂ hole eountry is submerged during the rainy seasons, and ^ e a t 
damage is done to  cultivated fields by wild pig and buffalo, frequently half the crop being lost. I f  any 
serious attem pt is to  be m ade'to develop the country fiere, a road from Galvihare to  Tambaffa would 
have to be made. The villagers stated tfiey were willing to  pay for anicuts to facilitate irrigation, but 
the Government Agent decided to postpone the proposal for a tim e.

9. Eastern Province.—The preliminaty designs, estimates, and reports for  ̂ complete cfianfiel 
distribution system under the left bank ohanhel of the Ünnichchai scheme were finished by the Divisional 
Engineer, Mr, C. C. Harward, in time for the matter to be considered with the 1917-18 Estimates, vi?., 
March 15, 1917. The Director of Irrigatioh expressed his appreciation of the energy displayed by the 
Divisional Engineer in dealing with this matter in the limited time at his disposal. Final estijgates 
and desi^s are now being prepared,

10. The cadastral survey for spècificatîOtt purposes of the lan d s irrigated b y Vakaneri irrigation 
scheme was com pleted by the Survey Department, but w ill probaMy have to  be amended after the 
Government Agent, Eastern Province, has SêtMed the ownership of the lands. The question of deciding 
whether the final ownership, as given by' the cadastral survey, w ill be based on the lo t claim ed, or on 
an old title plan, m ust be settled on its m erits in each individual case.

11. The Valattapiddi tank embankment was found not to be safe ; in m any places the outer too 
of ther bund was saturated high up above groupd level, and it  was considered inadvisable to insert the 
Spill planks on account of the increased head of water which would then be impounded. A surveyéof 
the swamps, stream s, and borrow p its below the bund was made and designs made for th e works necessary 
to reduce the water-logging. Records of any alterations which m ay take place in the hydraulic grade 
line are. being kept, and these should supply useful information.

12. The contour surveys and investigations for a scheme to irrigate land at Tinneriveli, iCihil̂ ai,' 
and Kandalkadu were continued. These lands lie ofi the left bank and near the mouth of the Uppu-aru, 
a flood outlet from the Mahaweli-ganga. The proposal now being investigated is to bring wateifffom 
Kantalai tank. The work done consisted of 8,90O acres of contours, 23 miles of extra levels taken, and 
17 miles of channel traced. The Divisional Engineer, Mr. J. H. Fraser, spent 2 | months’in »the field 
on the actual surveys. -The survey party was attaeked by bears on several occasions ; good drinking 
water was difficult to obtain, and had to be carïied for some distance. Gauging records of the^anfalai 
spill discharge were kept, and investigations made a® to the capacity of Kantalai tank and VendaraSap* 
kidam̂  all in connection with this scheme.

13. Southern Province.—^Surveys and investigations were im dertaken for the purpose of designing
the necessary works for reducing th e maximutn level and th e  duration of the floods which occm* 
periodically a t W eligama. Many levels and gangings were taken. The accuracy of the informatitm  
regarding flood levels, which was obtained from  th e local inhabitants. Was found to  be doubtful, and fuH 
arrangements were made by erecting gauging stations and rods for taking accurate observations during 
floods. The only flood above the average which occurred during the year was on September 23 
and 24,1917, and the officer m charge was called away on jury duty on these very dates, so th at useful 
information, which can only be obtained during floods, Was unfortunately lost. •

14. The field work undertaken for the purpose of investigating the proposed irrigation scheme 
on the left bank of the Walawe-ganga, near Liyangáhatpta, was completed this year ; 20,000 acres have 
been contoured, some 300 müea of levéis haViûg been taken over this area. Contour sheets have been 
prepared, and 73 trial pits sunk to ascertain fhe nature of the foundations for the proposed reservoir

- embankment. The designs for the scheme Wifi be- made when the services of an Irrigation Engineer 
are available.

15. The cadastral survey of the lands to be irrigated by the K irindi-oya right bank Scheme 
was eommenced this year by the SurVèyor-General ; as the advance copies of the cadastral Survey were 
received by th is Department the land was divided up on paper into suitable lots for sale or lease, and the 
plans returned to  the Survey Departm ent to cômmence the perm anent demarcation of the lots. Reserva­
tions for cultivators’ roads and field channels are being demarcated, and' unirrigable land, in close 

-proximity to the irrigable area, is being cut-iip  hito building lots, approximating one acre in  extent, 
for the use of the cultivators when the land is opened up.

• 16. In view  of the probability of future irrigation schem es providing for the sale of irrigation
water by volum e, and the fact th at, a t present, accurate arrangements d o  n ot ex ist for Water 
measurement w ithout laborious calculations, K ennedy gauge maters have been obtained and fixed aS an 
experiment at the W alawe irrigation scheme^ The main defect in an ordinary pipe outlet ^  th a i as its  
discharge depends upon the difference of w ater level in  the distr& utary and field channel, a difference 
which varies every tim e either channel is Cleared, cultivators can secure moro than their shajg ,̂.Df 
Water by clearing on* their field channel and so reducing the back head; in such circum stances an 
assessment by volum e would be difficult. TbC Kennedy gauge outlet obviates th is diffiçulty ; it  has à 
comparatively steady discharge, which is unaffected by variations in  the back head. Further, it  can be 
raised or lowered easily and cheaply, and the quantity it is discharging can be read off on the gauge 
itself. Observations were ta k ^  during the year to verify the discharge figures given on the gauge, and 
these will be reported upon later.

17. Central Province.—^Application for improvements to the village work of W aduwawela-ela 
was received, and before surveys and levels were put in hand the scheme was inspected by the A ssistant 
Director. H e fmmd that the channel and hèadworks, which had been built gratuitously by Government, 
had not only been passively neglected by the villagers, but had actually been d am p ed  by them- 
Encroachments on the channel had been made which would eventually lead to its destruction, and the 
chaimel was so badly maintained that a large proportion of thé irrigable land had been abandoned. 
The matter was brought to the notice of the Government Agent, and it was pointed out that th is case 
was not unique, but that generally it may be said that aU the works in this P rovince^hich  the villagers 
are supposed to m aintain are in a neglected condition. The principal reason for the neglect in the past
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was th at the Irrigation Departm ent officers who work under the Government Agent had no authority 
over the vel-vidanes or the people to compel proper maintenance. R ules for the upkeep of the village 
works' and for regulating irrigation and cultivation Will now be framed by the revenue officers, and it  is 
hope(| by i&is means to  bring the village Works into a better state of repair. This Departm ent has no 
responsibility for the maintenance of village works. S u r v is  and levels are in hand in order to  prepare 
an estim ate for the improvem ent of the W aduwawela-ela, but no work is to be undertaken by 
Government unless reasonable irrigation ratés are agreed to  by the villagers.

. 18. ' The site of the proposed diversion dam across the__Nalanda-oya gorge, about half m ile above 
the faU, and 2 m iles’ Walk from Nalanda-Oya resthouse on the w est of the main road, was cleared of 
jungle, loose boulders, and rotten rock, for the purpose of ascertaining What kind of foundation was 
available. Designs are being prepared for a curved masonry dam 300 feet in length and holding up 
70 feet head of watfr. ïh e  area of the reservoir which would thus be formed is estim ated at one square 
müe. The diverted water of the Nalanda^oya would reach the Akattim urippu scheme, near Mannar, 
viâ the W elànûtiya-oya and Dambulla-oya into Kalawewa, thence along the Kalawewa Yoda-ela to  the 
M al^atta or Aruvi-aru, which feeds Giant’s tank, the total distance the water would travel approxim ating’ 
106 mües. There is evidence to show that in  the days of the old Sinhalese kings the e n ^ e e r s  constructed, 
or attem pted to construct, works for diverting the Nàlanda-oya Water to the Dambxma-oya valley.

19. North-Western Province.— T̂he A ssistant Agent, Puttalam , reported that there was great 
difficulty in finding bidders for land under Maha Uswewa, owing to th e fact that nO guarantee of the 
correctness of the lo t boundaries Could be given, and he asked that a thorough re-survey should be m ade 
so that the scheme could be put op a better basis. Inyestigations were made regarding the tank capacity  
and the channels required to  devélop the unsold lands, and contour surveys were commenced. The 
question of a cadastral survey was considered.

. e 20. Western Province.— Â preliminary investigation, on the request of the Government Agent,
, W estern Province, the S o n . Mr. J. G! Fraser, C.M.G., Was made into the question of reclaim ing a tract 

of fields ta o w n  as the M utturajawela, in  the Colombo D istrict, and lying to the w est of the Colombo- 
Negom bo road, and between it  and the H am ilton canal, I t  is interesting to note that th is schem e Was 
reported upon in March, 1824, by Captain Schneider, Colonial Engineer and Land Surveyor-General. 
The idea is to  reclaim an area of about 6,006 acres o f land, which, before the arrival of the Portuguese 
in Geylon, Was known as one of the m ost fertile spots in the Whole Province, and which was ruined by 
the im m dation of both sea and fresh water, due to the construction of the old canal. The trouble 
was further ‘aggravated by the cutting of the H am ilton canal. The designs for the proposed recl|i.ma- 
tfoa w ill entirely depend upon whether the new  and'the old canals are to be kept open for through

’ traffic. ,   ̂ ^
21. îfew Legislation.— M̂r. Strange forwarded to  Government in  July, 1909, his report on irriga­

tion hi Ceylon. In 19 l0  Mr. J . A. Balfour, after ha'ving sent in  his recommendations for abridging 
Mr. Strange’s report, was appointed a member of a Committee to  consider th e recommendations m ade 
by Mr. Strange ; this Committee sent in their report t<) His Excellency the Qcvem or in Septem ber, 1910. 
During 1911 and 1912 many inquiries were made and m any irrigation m atters reported upon to Govern­
m ent by the Director Of Irrigation, and in Decem ber, 1912, H is E xcellency passed in Executive Council 
orders on the recomm endations made by th e Comm ittee. One of the m ost im portant orders made was 
th at the 1906 Irrigation Ordinance should be revised so as to legalize the im position and revision of, 
and to provide for the recovery of, rates of various kinds, and an alteration in tfie conditions under 
whiehVorks Were constructed. In February, 1912, Mr. Balfour was appointed a member of a Com m ittee 
to prepare the draft of a new Ordinance, Various delays then occurred owing to members of the 
Com m ittee being com pelled to  take leave, dlhe Chairman was on leave from December, I9 l2 , until 
February, 1914; Mr. Balfour from November, 1915, to  September, 1916. The riots caused further delay.

22. The draft Ordinance was com pleted in  November, 1916. Evidence Was then taken before 
a Select Committee during 1917, and its report was subm itted on Novem ber 14, 1917. The Ordinance 
as amended by the Comm ittee was passed in Council on  Novem ber 21, 1917, and assented to  by His 
Exoellenay the Governor on December 18, 1917. The Ordinance is “ The Irrigation Ordinance, N o. 45 
of 1917,” and will come into operation on a date to  be proclaimed in .the Ùazette.

23. In the Ordinance no alteration is made in the perpetuity rates. The Committee considered 
that the proprietors were entitled to the guarantee that the old OrdmaUces gave them. The Colony 
loses, on these perpetuity rate works, an a'Vetage aim ual amount of R s. 30,000, which w ill increase as 
tim e goes on, and an expenditure of 72 J lakhs of rupees in capital cost.

24. T he most im portant chapter in the new Ordinance is the one relating to  irrigation schem es,
chapter 'VI., tmder which the rates for a schem e m ay be of any character agreed upon, and m ay be vasied  
from  tim e to time. Under the old system  rates had to  »be ffixed, and no provision existed for future 
developm ents. The n ext in  im portance is chapter V II., which provides for rules for the protection of 
works and conservation of water. General Orders w ill be framed w ith regard to  the control and supply 
of w ater on the large schèm es, and any rulés to be subm itted to H is Excellency the Governor in  Council 
wijiiifirst be referred by the Director of Irrigation to the Government A gent for-report. The cultivation  
ru lS  in  chapter III. w ill be referred to  the D irector of Irrigation before they are.igent for the approval 
of H is Excellency the Governor in  E xecutive Council. ' ,

25. The adm inistration of the cultivation rules w ill be handed back to  the Government A gent 
on those schemes where the Irrigation Departm ent now administers them . The Irrigation Engineers 
and other officers have spent an enormous am ount of tim e and trouble in-trying to improve the m ethods 
of field hrigation and water econom y ; this has been more successful in  the Southern Province, where 
there are four schemes : K irindi-oya, W alawe-ganga, Urubokka, and Kirama. . In the Eastern Province 
seventeen schemes have been conteolled and a certain improvem ent effected. Although it  is gratifying, 
to know th at three Government Agents of the Eastern Province haVe expressed preference for the present 
system , and sta ted  that th ey consider things would be more effectively man%ged by this Departm ent, 
stfil the extra work entailed by this system  has been considerable, and it is  a thankless task. On the 
other hand, it is no doubt correct that the technical knowledge brought to bear has improved m atters, and 
that the cidtivation control has enabled the engineers to gain a first-rate experience, which wül be useful 
in; considering the best w ays of improving and extending irrigatioU schem es later on. When the cûltiva- 
tión rules are. administered by the Government Agent, the officers of this Department will be able to
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devote more tim e to  more important 'Work of a technical nature, in  the shape of im provem ents of inethods 
of irrigation aind water control and the gathering of the necessary data.

26. The Ordinance also provides for seepage rates, occasional rates, alterations in Village Council 
systems, licenses for diverting water from streams, &c.  ̂ ,

27̂  Construction.—̂ The main construction expendifure was as foflows :—
^  /

Eamichchi, Its. 147,943 expended.—^Despite this work having been heavily handicapped throughout 
the year by the lack of plant, steady progress was made. The D ivisional Engineer reports that this 
was mainly due to  the untiring efforts of the Irrigation Engineer in  charge, who was able to  keep up 
the daily average of workman tp 127 more than in any previous year. The expenditure is' the largest 
in any one year since the works began. To complete the embankment the river closure remains to .be  
done, and also about 5,000 cubes of banking on the^west side of the river. B efor#th e closure can be 
attem pted the three m asonryjalls on the left bank spül and tiie  10 to 1 berm m ust be com pleted. The 
closure is not, therefore, likely, to take place imder the present conditions untü 1920.

28. Unnichchai, Its. 54,788 expended.— În the protection of the right bank spül a rather novel design 
has been adopted by Mr. Balfour, which, it is expected, will result in a saving in cost. The design eollsists 
of sixteen arched walls and buttresses, w ith protecting apron, for the prevention of scour b y the spiU 
water. The few est apron is 30 feet below spill level. I t  is expected that the design, besides reducing 
cost, will have the effect of reducing the velocity of th e  ta il water. To verify th is experim ents ha'je 
been commenced on a model.

29. Eirinde-oya Right BanJc, Rs. 25,793 expended.— T̂he Yodakandiya m ain spül was com pleted ; 
this design is a new departure; 4 feet of extra storage w ill be held up by iron gates, which wUl be released 
by an automatic iron tipping arrangement. The masonry work is now com plete ; it  has been w ell carried 
out, ahd the Actihg Divisional Engineer is  to  be congratulated on the appearance of the job.

30. Other item s are Kospotu-oya anicut (Rs. 13,427), Pattipola-aru works (R s. 3,836), T in i^ ti 
anicut (Rs. 3,269), Vakaheri tank rubble protection, (Rs. 2,816), K aliyodai anicut repairs (Rs. 2,757), 
Maha Huppallama channel (Rs. 1,699), Santiya^taru regidator and footbridge (Rs. 1,660), and G iant’s tank 
measuring weir (Rs. 1,625). Further details are given under divisions.

31. Rs. 15,863 Was spent oü village works in the various Provinces, Rŝ . 5,071 of this being for
providing cement pipes for sluices ,• this money is spent gratis bjr Government.  ̂ ^

32. Experiments were made a t .Headquarters in connection with the proposed manufacture of 
hydraulic lim e to be used as a substitute in  certain cases for Portland cement. The latter has increased 
to ovfer twice its J>rice in  1910, I t  is now R s. J.5'59 a barrel. The experim ents were carried out in the 
last three months of the year, and useful information has been obtained. The tests are being made 
on a Michaehs cfejnent testiag machine, w ith briquettes of cem ent composed of burnt lim e and ground 
partly burnt b rick ; this admixture giyes an  artificial hydraulic lim e, which when made into mortar 
hardens under Water, ordiuary lim e mortar not possessing th is quality. The experim ents are to 
ascertain the best proportions of the Jnixture, and any other information which m ay be obtainable. 
Experiments wer6 also made w ith-different kinds of paints on iron and steel plates. The work in 
connection with mosqiiito-breeding prevention in Fort Frederick was continued throughout the year.

33. The great improvement effected in the maintenance of the major works in the Northern 
Division Was most marked during the year and calls for special mention. Waste of water caused by 
channel defects has been remedied; paths leading to masonry works have been opened up to facüitate 
inspection; jungle ha® been systematically uprooted; toes of tank bunds drained and the swampsJrelow 
them reduced in size, and many slight masonrysrepairs have been made. All this has been done without 
extra funds, and solely by efficient supervision.

34. The Acting Divisional Engineer, Southern Division, reports that there have been no oases 
of obstruction or Waste of water iji the Hambantota Subdivision, and that he is pleased to be able to report 
that proprietors in the Kirindi-oya and other schemes in his division are gradually conforming to the 
rules and methods, and that there is a general improvement in the cultivation of land and upkeep of field 
channels under the Walawe Scheme, ih e Assistant Government Agent, Hambantota, intends to takq 
up vigorously the question qf mueh-needed improvement in cultivation: in the TangaUa Subdivision. 
Improvement in cultivation methods and rules in the Godakawela Subdivision of Sabaragamuwa is very 
badly needed. Cases have been brought to the notice of the Government Agent, Ratnapura.

35. The Divisional Engineer, iTorthem D ivision, reports that Wasteful m ethods of using the
water from the Kalawewa scheme still continue to  be followed b y  the people, and th at there is room , 
for much improvement. The D ivisional Engineer, BatticalOa, reports as fo llow s:— “ The Irrigation  
Engineer, KaJmunai, has made some interesting, notes on cultivation in his subdivision ; and from m y 
personal observation I  have no hesitation in  stating that cultivation in this division is done in  a m ote 
slovenly maimer than in  any other part of the Island. Large areas are cultivated, but there is little  
doubt that the returns therefrom are röally poor, and that th is is due alm ost entirely to bad 
cultivation.” '

36. The chief items in connection with drawings, designs, ot estimates done in the Head Office 
were as follows
Karaichchi Scheme; Iron footbridge, balance gate, 

emergency gate ironwork; regulator and flood 
outlet (left bank canal).

Kiiindi-oya Right Bank ScBeme: Revision of 
whole estimate, designs for flume chamber, 
Yodakandiya spill ironwork, type bridges, 
regulators, silt Well, &c.

Unnichchai Scheme: Arched masonry wall spill 
protection. “  ...

Uggalkaltota trough abutment.
Giant’s tank gauging weir on main canal.
Model arch buttress dam designs.
Plans of Panamure road trace.
Weligama flood outlet scheme.

Santiya-aru footbridge and regulator.
Guardian’s bungalow.
Restoration of Hingurewewa bund.
Pitched protection to Talawa bund.
Spill and sluice, Etunnewalawewa.
Kuttukulam regulator.
Kennedy gaUge outlets.
Inlet channel, Karaichehi.
Driving cap for iron sheet pUing. •
Capacity and area curves for three tanks. ‘ 
Calculations and drawings for four discharge 

curves.
Tract plans, Kirindi-oya Schemb.
Jaffna lagoon.
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Ten specification plans were renewed and amended, 50 specifications of lands checked or prepared, 
128 exem ption applications dealt w ith, and 107 land sale reports made. The work of collecting hydro- 
graphic daja and checking Control and issue of water reports and plans was continued.

e 87. Staff.—^The Director of Irr^ation, Mr. J. A. Balfour, A.M .I.C.E., proceeded on leave on 
August 18, and the A ssistant Director, Æ . C. F . S. Baker, M .I.C.E., acted as Director until the end of the 
year. Mr. R *F . Morris, M.I>C.E., acted as A ssistant Director from August 18 until the end of the year. 
Mr. W. Brown, M .I.d.E ., returned from leave on November 2. Mr. G. T. Bradley, M .I.C.E., proceeded 
on ten  m onths’ leave on April 11. Mr. T. Stewart, A.M .I.C.E., returned from leave on Septem ber 12. 
Mr. F . T. L ittlejohn, Temporary Irrigation Engineer, left the Departm ent on January 3. Mr, J. S. 
K ennedy, M.A., B.Sc. Glasgow, went on leave on March 4, with perm ission to  joitt H is M ajesty’s Forces.

War Servie^—The following officers are serving :— M̂r. G. A* Cooinbs, L ieutenant, R .E . ; 
Mr. J . A . W ilson, L ieutenant, R .E . ; Mr. T. G. F . Hemsworth, Lieutenant, ÏI.E . ; Mr. J. S. Kermedy, 
Lieutenant, R .E.

38. The engineering staff during the year Was considerably below strength- Out of an authorized 
staffi of twenty-two engineers, only eleven, or just half, were available ; this reduction has naturally 
thrown upon the remaining mouibers a large amormt of extra work. Owing to thé imsuitable conditions 
prevailing, no steps could be taken to fill up vacancies. Several applicatiohs fronJ the engineering staff 
to go for war service could not be allowed. The extra work done on account of the new Ordinance was 
fibnsiderable, whilst the compulsory service regulations reduced the Working time available ; fortunately 
the Director was able to obtain exemption from camp duty for the engineering Staff during the war.

39. Messrs. A. W. K irthisinghe and L. E . de Silva were prom oted to be Irrigation Inspectors, 
1st Class, on January 15, 1917 ; Mr. G. Sampanthan was promoted to  be an Irrigation Inspector, 1st 
Class, on February 1 ,1917 ; Messrs. Y. Nellalingam , G. B. Honter, and B . Anthonypülai were promoted 
t® be Irrigation Inspectors, 2nd Class, on January 1, 1917 ; Messrs, V. Chellaturai, V. Maruthappu, 
M. V. Muttuswami Iyer, B . Weerasingha, and T. R . Mendis were appointed Irrigation Sub-Inspectors, 
2nd Class.

Mr. H. A. E. de Vos, Irrigation Inspector, 1st Class, joined the Mesopotamia Corps on July 19.
I  regret to record the deaths of the following officers ;—'Mr. A. Devasagayam , Irrigation 

Sub-Inspector, 1st Class, on July 1 ,1917 ; Mr. E . A. Abeyawardene, Guardia», oh December 2, 1917.
® ® 40. The exam ination for admission to the Upper Subordinate d a s S  was held in December, 1917 ; 

the examiner was Mr. B. G. Meaden, A.M .I.C.E. Out of seven candidates, only one (Mr. F . S. M uttiah) 
was successful in passing.

• 41. Owing to shortage of staff, Mr, J. W. Robertson, la te of the Survey Departm ent, was taken
on as Temporary Irrigation Surveyor on June 17, 1917, and posted to  GiapFs tank surveys.

• •  42. The following are condensed reports on divisions received from the Divisional Engineers ;—

I.—NORTHERN DIVISION.
Mr. L. P. Emerson, A.M.I.C.E.
Surveys and Investigations.

Giant’s Tank Scheme, Northern Province.— T̂his large survey has progressed satisfactorily  ̂ Further 
detailed smveys may have to be undertaken of portions where new channels pr the improvement of 
existing channels are required.

•  Akattimurippu, Scheme, Northern Province.—^This survey is well in  hand ; 8,000 acres have been 
surveyed, consisting chiefly Of existing tanks and flelds.

Nachchaduwa Scheme, North-Central Province.—Two distribution channels, N os. 4 and 5,.Jrom  
the main lOw-level channel, have been traced and demarcated ; these channels w ill supply w ater to  a 
block of about 250 acres of land. '

Two distribution channels. Nos. 4 and 5, have been traced from fhe Yoda-ela ; these chaim els 
w ill be supplied with water from Nachchaduwa, and will in their turn Supply water to  a block of about 
400 acre^ which it is proposed to use for colonization purposes.

An agricultural road, 7 miles 29 chains in  length, has been traced from the 4th mUestone, 
Anuradhapura-Talawa road, to within one nule of Nachchaduwa left bank sluice ; this road, when m ade, 
will be a useful outlet for a ll produce grown under Nachchaduwa.

Construction. __
Karaichchi Scheme, Northern Prouiwce.—During the financial year ended September 30, 1917, a 

sum of Rs. 147,943'58 Was expended, as against Rs. 110,111‘16 durhlg the previous year. The 
following are the chief item s upon which work Was carried out during the twelve m onths ended 
Septem ber 30, 1917 :—
Earthwork in main dam 
Earthwork in 10 to 1 slope, main dam 
Excavation in river bed 
EsSithworkin filling river bottom Under 

main dam
Excavation of spillway 
Excavation in inlet channel 
Concrete in head sluice 
Dry stone masonry in head sluice

Cubes 17,715 
86

„ 3,131

„ 2,985
„ 16,881 
„ 462
„ 15-88
„ 13-33

Excavation at spill fall No. I .. Cubes 3,226
Concrete at spill fall No. I . .  „ 140
Excavation at spiU fàll No, 3 ̂  . .  ,, 1,363
Excavation in foundation, mai» channel 

head sluice , .  •  . .  „ 3,939
Clay puddle, main channel head sluice „ 141
Concrete in cut off wall, mUi» dam . .  ,, 13-21
Earthwork on service road • • ,, 2,091
Jungle clearing, main, dam . .  Acres 8

Tlie large and difficult exöavation for spillway fall No. 1 was completed, and the main vertical 
spUl wall, top apron floor, a»d wings finished. The bed of the river at the crossing was opened up 
and the puddle wall completed satisfactorily—a matter of some difficulty. The spill excavation made 
considerable progress. ^ '

Giant's Tank, Northern Province.— T̂he gauging weir m tlje inlet channel to this tank was raised 
3 feet, in order to convert it iuto a clear over-fall weir to simpliiy gauging.

Nuwarawewa, North-Central Province.— T̂he channel from the low-level sluice was diverted for 
half a mile, resulting in an improvement of the supply to the fields below. A line Of 12-inch concrete 
pipes about 150 feet in length laid to convey this supply underan embankment failed, o-wing-to the growth 
of small shell fish on the inside of the pipes, which reduced their discharging capacity by 50 per cent.
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M<Aa Iluppatlariia Tank, Narth-Oentml Province.— T̂h© right bank channel under this tank was 
cleared and put in order. A concrete-spill 13 feet wide was built, and a concrete trough with a span of 
26 feet was constructed to take the place of an old wooden trough which had disappeai;ed.

Qwcirfers.—Quarters for a draughtsman and for a clerk were built in Anuradhapura.* Quitters 
for the Guardian at Sangilikanadarawa Were built ; the usual t3rpe building was reduced in size, and 
all sun-dried brickwork was eliminated in favour of burnt brick, which, it is hoped, wiQ result in a saving 
in maintenance costs. '  *

Maintenance. •
All works have been maintained up to a fair standard.
Kdkmewa Scheme, North-Central Province.— T̂he Balaluwewa channel was improved by the 

reconstruction of regulators and iron trough, and a marked improvement has been grade in the jungle 
clearing in the tank and Yoda-ela bund.

Nachchadwuiq  ̂ Tank, North-Central Province.—^phe chief improvement was the draining of the 
toe of the bund and the reduction of the size and depth of the swamps near by. •

Mahamadawachchiya Tank, North-Central Province.—^The chief-improvement Was the draining 
of the swamp along the toe of the bund ; this has been drained almost dry. A regulator on the Maha­
madawachchiya main channel was obviously in the wrong place ; it has been reconstructed in the 
proper place, with the result that water is more accessible to the fields, and ten very dilapidated wooden 
troughs have been dispensed with.  ̂ •

Sanyilikanadarawa Tank, North-Central Province.—A drain was cut along the toe of the bund 
the channel defining the reservation and improving the stability of the tank.

City Tanks, North-Central Province.—The channels under these tanks were improved ; five 
regulators Were rebuilt to a better design.

Giant's Tank, Northern Province.—This tank was efficiently maintained ; a long length of the 
bimd Was widened and strengthened. The channels, 58^ miles in length, were cleared of sût, and their 
bunds improved into proper inspection paths as far aS possible. Good wide roads were cleared leadmg 
from the main road to  the gauging weir, the head sluice, and the tekkam.

Dry-aru Tank, Northern Province.— tank was properly maintained, and the drain at the toe 
somewhat Improved. •

Hydrographic Data.—'MMiy additions have been made to the data, but much work remaifls«to 
be done. The water issue and control reports on Minneriya, Sangilikanadarawa, and Mahamadawach­
chiya have been rewritten and brought up to date. The report on Giant’s tank is practically’collxplete.

Cultivation.
Cultivation in general has been successful during 1917 ; no shortage of water was experienced 

for any long period. _
Giant's Tank, Northern Province.—iSho cultivation of paddy under this tank was unrestricted 

for kalapokam, and about 6,886 acres Were cultivated iu the fields and 704 acres in tank beds ; the yield 
for the former Was {iboùt 8 to 1, and for the latter about 15 to 1. In  addition, 870 acres were cultivated 
for sirupokam. Cultivation wàs restricted to as few tanks as possible, viz., thirty-six tanks selected on ' 
account of their position and capacity, in order to use the available water as economically aS possible ; 
owing to a severe attack on the crops made by caterpillars, the yield was only 5 to 1. 76 acres were' 
cultivated in tobacco ; this is quite important crop, and Was very successful this year. Cultivation 
meetings were held, and tended largely to the success of the cultivation. •

II*—BATtICALOA DIVISION.
Mr. 0. 0. Harward, A.M.I.0.í¡.
Surveys and Investigations.

ünnichchui Left Bank Cltnnnel 8cherne.---%^roSm of branch channels, and 14 miles of distributaries 
were surveyed and marked out on the ground by concrete landmarks. A complete list of private lands 
under these channels has been made, and the conditions under which these lands haVe been cultivated 
in the past were investigated.

Pattipola-aru Extension Scheme.— Â contour survey was made of the land below the Valattapiddi 
bund, in order to design a proper scheme for draining tfie swampy ground at the toe the bUnd to 
• prevent slips.
' Chadayantedatoa Tank.—A  survey was made to investigate a proposal for the construction of an 
aniout below the tank. .

* ' The following nlinor surveys were carried out 
Surveys for hydrographic data, Survey of 100-aer© block at RahUgala.
Survey of Vil-aru (to investigate possibility Of Survey fOr drainage under Panama bund.

clearing channel). Survey of Kalmunai office site.
Checking concrete bench marks. Survey of Mankalamadu Kandam (Rukam scheme);-'
Survey to investigate ^possibility of draining flooded Survey to connect Unnichohai contour block’*io.

lands near Akkaraippattu. tr%onometrieâl station.
Preliminary surveys under Valattapiddi bund. Contour survey of Tumpankeni tank.
Survey for drainage imder Tumpahkeni bund.

ConsfruMion.
Unnichchai Scheme.—The tank filled to temporary spiU level m January. Early in February the • 

water rose to 2 feet 9 inches oyer the Spills. As had been foreseen, serious erosion took place below the 
right bank spill, and steps were at once taken to put in hand works of protection, which formed the main 
item of construction during the year. The quantities of work, done were as follows  ̂ ,

Bight Bank Spill Protection Works.
3,500 cubes excavation (mainly soft rock). 
132 cubes concrete,
38 cubes ‘Winget blocks constructed.
13 cubes Winget block masonry laid.

34 cubes special flooring masonry laid. 
683 cubes concrete metal broken 
and transported to Site.
190 cubes rubble broken.
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Concrete FloQd Regulator Spill Wall anà Dotvnstream Retaining Wall below Left Rank Sluice.— 
Masonry 'w’ork eomplèted, except for bridge superstructure over one bay. 617 cubes earthwork ; 
88 cubes concrete. , -

Vahtneri Scherm.— 2̂13 cubes Of rubble were deposited to protect the main bund from erosion 
by wave action. -

Pattipola-aru Extension /S'cAe>»e.*—Work on the upstream floor of the Madugaha-ela anicufr could 
not be completed, owing to persistent rains causing floods in the river. The quantities of work done 
are follows :—

Madugaha-ela Anicut.—32 cubes puddle ; 7 cubes rubble masonry ; 1 cube random rubble masonry.
Kondavaddavün Inlet Channel.--f*lQ cubes rock excavation : 520 cubes earthwork.c _

* MainteWnùe.
The maintenance of the works was carried out as well as possibler with the funds available. 

SpeOial maintenance work done was
o Vahmeri /6icAei?ie.—Materials were prepared for the repair of footbridge and regulator over the 

Santiya-aru.
XJnnichchai Scheme.—^The reservation at the outer toe of the main bund was cleared and 

demarcated by concrete posts.
- ** Pattipola-aru Extension S c h e m e , portion of thé toe of the main bund of KondaVaddavan tank, 
which was in a dangerous condition of saturation, -was made safe by rubble-flUed drains. The work of 
draining the swampy ground at the toe of the Valattapiddi tank bimd wâs commenced, and good progress 
was made during the year.

Pattipola-aru Scheme.—Extensive protection Work against soouT uf the right bank of the river 
b(9ow Kaliyodai aniCut was carried out. The quantities are given beloW

9 cubes concrete (in toe wall).
40 cubes liamnaer-dressed pitching. 
40 cubes rubble.

18 cubes excavation. 
94 cubes eftrtb filling..

Panama Tank.‘~^A portion of tfle main bund, in which a dangerous slip occurred during last wet 
season, was dealt with by rebuilding with a sound puddle core on a new and straighter line.

Cultivation.
The crop returns for the year show an increase over the previous year, the total area reaped in the 

division "being 42,991 acres, as against 38,535 acres in 1916. Unseasonable floods caused a certain 
lilnOunt of damage to the crops early in the year, and some land had to be re-sown owing to the seed 
being washed out or the young crop destroyed ; but second crops were pan ted  wherever possible, from 
whiOh good results were obtained. Further unseasonable floods later m the year damaged a portion 
of the low-lying lands in Karavaku division, when 4he crops were nearly ready for reaping.

ra.^TRINCOMALB^ DIVISION.
Mr. J. S ,  Fraser.

* Surveys and Investigations.
Kantalai Extension /S'oAebie.^^Two Irrigation Sllb-Inspectors were employed on tflese surveys, 

and fair progress was made ; the area mapped out was Completely contoured, and the right bank channel 
traced and hne marked on the ground by concrete pegs, and blocte. The amount spent waS Rs. 3,122*48, 
and the principal items of work done were :—8,900 acres contour survey ; 23 miles lines out and levelled ; 
17 J iniles channel traced, uot including deviations.

Allai Extension Scheme.—^The left bank channel has been traced and marked on the ground for 
12 miles.* Gaugings were continuéd at the Verukal loop, and show that the water supply Was more than 
sufficient for the proposed Allai extension scheme. The usual telegrams intimating when the Mahaweli- 
ganga was in flood Were received from Feradeniya. . ^

The following minor surveys under the scheme Were carried out "̂‘'Survey of the Verukal loop-; 
survey of stream crossings, Kallaru road ; extension of flood bund through. Mutur village ; fixing 
bench marks on flood bund line.

Periyakulam.-^A minor survey of the road to  the tank was made. “
De Murait Pitching.— The experimental De Murait pitching laid in Trincomalée harbour Vas 

maintained in good Order a t a cost of Rs. 26*51.

CoTistruttion»
; . No construction work was done during the year.

■; - Maintenanfie. >
The major works were maintained a t a total cost of Rs. 6,182*10. Tamblegam agricultural road 

was maintained in fair order a t a cost of Rs. 564*65.
The foUowfcg special repairs were done ;—•• ♦
AÛai RcAeme.-^The breach in Kaflaru canal a t the VelU-aru was repaired a t a cost of Rs. 346*35. 

The sides of the Mutur channel are much damaged by buffaloes and cattle, and to obviate this six wooden 
bridges were erected a t well-known crossing places ; buffaloes found straying are now being seized, and 
it is hoped that the damage will cease. . ,

Kantathi Tank.^'Lwo  of the large scours on the downstream side of t ie  bund were filled in and 
the slbpes turfed.

- , Village Worjcs. -
Considering the small amount of time the Irrigation Inspectors were able to devote to Village tanks 

the progress was good* '
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CultivaMon.
The total area qaltivated was 6,585 acres, and the' total area reaped was 6,246. The year shows 

a decided improvement over last year in the area cultivated, the amount of water used, and the yield of 
the paddy ; this is partly due to careful and strict supervision and to favourable weather. i!h eff(^ was 
made to obtain the duty of Watet nnder Kantalai tank. Gaugings showed that approximately 6 | feet 
of water were used pet acre. Tlhe following table shows, however, that a considerable saving in water

le, this year :—
1913. 1914. 1916. 1916. 1917.

Ft. in. Ft. in. Ft. in. Ft. in. Ft. in.
Head of water at commence' 

ment of cultivation . , 26 2 . . 24 9 ..  25 3 . . 14 9 ..  25 6
Head at finfeh .,. 12 3 . n . 8. 9 . .  12 .1 . 9 2 . . * 1 6  4

Head used .. 12 11 16 9 13 2 5 7 9 2

Area cultivated, fn acres .. 2,965 . . 3,117 .. 2,973 . 668 . .  3,328

IV.—SOUTHERN DIVISION.
Mr. 0. Zanetti (Acting).

Surveys and Investigations. »
Kirindi-oya Right Banh Scheme, Southern Province.—Certain alterations in the alignments of the 

channels having been completed, the concrete reservation blocks were fixed, and the Surveyor-General 
is now blocking out for Sale the land in the first zone. Fifty per cent, of the land will be divided into 
blocks 10 acres in area, and the other half into blocks of about 5 acres and under.

Kirindi-oya Left Banh Scheme, Southern Province.—Surveys for improvements to the Yodawewa - 
channels were made. , '

Walawe Right Bank Scheme, Southern Province.—Surveys for improvements to the Walawe estate, 
channels were paade.

Walawe Left Bank Scheme, Southern Province.—^The expenditure on surveys during the financial 
year was Rs. 1,836* 70. Works in connection with the surveys were completed early in the year.

Kirama Tank, Southern Province.—A. contour of the tank and survey of the channel were conli)ldted 
a t a cost of Rs. 193*84.

Vrvbokka Scheme, Southern Province.—Concrete blocks were fixed and trial pits*dug at*the 
proposed ànicuts a t a cost of Rs. 67*42. “

Wdigama Flood Outlet Scheme, Southern Province.—Surveys and investigations have proceeded 
during the whole of the year. Gauging and velocity stations have been established, and it is hoped t.9 
obtain accUTfite readings and records during the next floods. Rs. 293 was spent on the surveys during 
the year.

Dandeniya Tanky Southern Province.—Minor surveys were carried out to  locate encroaohmènta, 
with the result tha t several lots were reclaimed and leased out to the villagers.

Constihietipn.
Kirindi-oya Right Bank Scheme, Southern Province.—JPhe principal item of work done on the 

scheme during the year was the completion of all the masonry Work to the Y'odakandiya main spill. 
The northern natural spill was completed and the bund finally closed. The work on the distributary 
and subsidiary channels to serve the land of the first zone to be offered for sale is practically complete, 
except for the gauge outlet sluices. The following are the principal items of work done on this scheme 
during the calendar yeàr a t a total cost of Rs. 9,199*25 *.— '

Yodahandiya Main Spill.  ̂ Northern Spills.
Excavation .. , *
Puddle
Concrete in gear house 
9-inch pitching in cemOnt on side 

slopes
Coursed masonry in cement in- 

iorebay abutments 
Reinforced concrete in gear house. .
Cement concrete, and masonry in 

cement, in floors and falls 
Tipped rubble

Walawe Right Bank Scheme, Southern Province.— T̂Wo measuring weirs were constructed and 
placed on channels to verify the accuracy of the figures of disehai^e from the Kennedy gauge outlets. 
The cost of constructing and erecting the Weirs Was Rs. 180. Observations started on December 9.

Vrubokka Scheme, Southern Provinte.—A  combined masonry spill and sluice for Etunnewalawewa 
was constructed ; cost Rs. 1,109*63.  ̂ ~

Emhilipitiya fank . Proving of Sabaragttmuwa.'^A small dry rubble spill was constructed a t a, 
cost of Rs. 166*74.

TJggalkaUota Anicut and Channel, Province of Sdbaragamuwa.^—A  portion of the channel fall was 
rebuilt a t a cost of Rs. 341 * 02^

The following works were also taken in hand and completed during the year • »
Extension of the Divisional Engineer’s office a t Tangalla ; cost Rs. 2,771 * 32.

■ Construction of Guardian’s bungalow a t  Udukiriwila, Southern Province ; cost Rs. 2,220.
Erection of a barbed Wire fence round the SubdiVisional Officer’s bungalow, Wiraketiya, Southern 

Province ; coat Rs. 277*35. •
Maintenance.

The major works in this division have been maintained in as good order as possible.
Kirindi-oya Right Bank Scheme, Southern Province.—^The Pannagamuwa tank, the intake channel, 

and all the completed works of the Yodakandiya tank haVe been maintained in efficient order. The 
dam age to the channels by elephants continues to be considerable.

Dubes 321*64 Excavation Cubes 77
i t 10*25 D i s t r i b u t i o n  C h a n n e l  N o .  1
i t 8*44 a n d  S u b s i d i a r y . o

Jungle clearing . .  . . Acres 3*43
Squares 2*18 Excavation arid banking Cubes 1,476

D i s t r i b u t i o n  C h a n n e l s  N o s .  2  a n d  3 ,
V u D e s
iSnViirv ft* SO a n d  S u b s i d i a r y  to  N o .  3 .

Excavation . .  . . Cubes 60
Cubes 8*64 Y o d a h m d i y a  B u n d .

Cubes 30*20 Earthwork in banking Cubes 1,267
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Scarcity of labour was experienced in the Hambantota Subdivision, especially in the closing of 
the Pettiyal-aru breach, where high rates had to be paid to complete the work before the rainy season. 
There was also a scarcity of labour for the “ close season ” works on channels.

Kirindi-oya Left Bank Scheme, Southern Province.—^Debarawewa, Tissawewa, and Yodawewa 
worksshave been kept in good order. liv e  type regulators were built on ̂ he western branch, Akurugoda 
low-l6vel channel, and on Kachcherigama channel, Tissa, to replace the old ones, which collapsed owing 
to faulty desigji. A large quantity of silt was scoured out, as usual, a t the Ellagala ahicut silt gates 
and the Tammann-aar regulator. Besides this, the following quantities of silt were removed from the 
various channels during the “ close season ” between yala and giaha :—

Ellagala main channel 
Akurugoda lowtlevel Channel 
Kacheherigama channel with branches 
Akurugoda higĥ -̂level channel

Cubes.
601
161
420

54

Yodawewa low-level channel 
DabaraweWh Mutiaraa low-level channel

Total

Cubes.
489

40

1,765

Walawe Bight Bank Scheme, Southern Province.—^This scheme has been maintained in order. 
Large quantities of silt were scoured out through the silt gates of the anient and the Barawakumbuktota 
spill, and 2,048 cubes of silt were removed from the channels.

» Hingurewewa, Province of Saharagamuwa.-^Tlhis. tank breached during heavy floods in March, 1917. 
As the restoration would involve a large outlay While the revenue from the lands under the tank is small, 
it has been decided not to restore it, but to grant the proprietors lands under the Hmguru%ra scheme.

I t  is very difficult to get labour in the GWSakawela Subdivision, Province of Sabaragamuwa, 
and skilled labour especially cannot be had, except for very high Wages.

« « ' '
o Cultivation-•

Eambantota Subdivision.—The maha crops for 1916-17 were very successfully grown under the 
Kirindi'Oya scheme, but unfortunately wet weather was experienced a t  the time of reaping, and conse­
quently the return was reduced by nearly 3 per cent. Further, the value of the lower grade paddy obtained 
did not fetch more than Rs. 9 per amunam (or Re. 1'60 per bushel), in comparison to Rs. 14 last year.

® *The ordtivation Under Walawe scheme shows a slight increase in comparison to last year, but the 
average return was-not so satisfactory, owing to excessive rain a t the time of reaping the maha crop, as 
in the case of the Kirindi-oya scheme. 4,076 acres were sown and reaped for maha, 1916-17, which 

g gavb a jdeld of about 74,722 bushels, worth about Rs. 149,500. 3,765 acres were sown and reaped for 
yala, whi«h gave a yield of 71,695 bushels, worth about Rs. 14,400. There was no shortage of water 
dewing the year. Fly troubles have almost disappeared in this district. There is a general improvement 
in the cultivation of lands and upkeep of field channels by the cultivators.

The crop, returns for maha and yala in the Tangalla Subdivision were very fair, the yield being 
estimated at eleven-fold. The Cultivation rules in force in this subdivision require much improvement.

The crops raised and the extents cultivated in Matara Subdivision are reported to  have been 
normal.

The more remote schemes in Godakawelk Subdivision do not show any improvement on the 
previous year, but there is a slight increase in cultivation under those schèmes which are in the vicinity 
of the populated districts. About 1,350 acres were cultivated under six of the principal schemes. While 
only ’275 acres are reported to have been cultivated under all the other major worjjs" of the subdivision. 
The returns as reported are poori being between seven- and ten-fold only.

V .— W ESTER N  D IV IS IO N .

Mr. O. W. Henman, A.M.I.O.E.

Surveys and Investigations.
Deduru-oya Scheme, North-Western Province.— T̂he hydrographic data of this scheme have been 

reviewed and checked, and diagrams prepared -with a view to an extension, i£ possible, of the area 
benefited ; new longitudinal sections were obtained of the Uyangalla and Tambagalla charffiels.

Maha Uswewa, North-Western Rrowmce.-t--*Preliminary investigations concerning the full supply 
contour for storage capacity of this tank were made, afid a contour survey of the irrigable area Was 
commenced, and is now in progress. . ' •

Diyatura Aniewt Scheme, North-Western Province.—Gaugings were continued* but the information 
already obtained indicates tha t it is very doubtful whether sufficient Water can be obtained to open 
.up any additional land. ' - '

■Local surveys were carried out of the Kospotu-oya anicut headworks for construction purpôses, 
an^ of the Kadupitiya-oya in connection with the repair of Tinipiti anicut.
-  Restoration surveys of the following vUlage tanks in the North-Western province were carried 
out during the yéar :—^Nagaha, Munamalgaswewa, Galkadawala, and Pambala.

Construction.
Kosj)otu-oya Atiicut Improvements, North-Western Provinte.—^ThM work, which was again njuch 

delayed by frequent floods, was completed during the year. The channel was re-graded and three new 
regulators constructed. The work done included—

' Cubes.
Masonry 
EÎarthwork, &o.

136
926

The total expenditure during the financial year was Rs. 13,427"OS.
Tabbowa Scheme, North-Western Province.— N̂o construction funds Were voted for this work during 

1917, bu t the work previously done, and the roads, buildings, and plant were kept in as good order as 
possible a t a cost of Rs. 1,538*03.

9(v)18
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Maintenance,
The major works in. the division were maintained as well as funds would permit, and are in fair 

order. Total expenditure was Rs. 17,966 • 58.
MagaUawema, North-Western Province.—^Two new distribution gates were built unde^this tank.
Galgamilwa Tanh, North-Western Province.—Part of the bund of this tank was raised 3 feet, to 

bring it "to a more uniform height and section.
Tihipitiwe/wa, North-Western Province.—^The bund was raised in several plaoes»to bring it to 

uniform height. A special estimate of Rs. 3,000 was sanctioned for urgent repairs to  Tiuipiti amcut, 
which was damaged %  floods in November, 1916. , 200 cubes of rubble were collected on the sile, but 
before any of it was deposited, an unexpected flood occurred, wMch stopped the work and caused further 
damage, which led to  the destruction of five bays of the ardent. .

Beduru-oya Scheme, North-Western Provincer’-Wh.e channels under this sebeme were, generally 
speaking, maintained in fair order.

A special sum of Rs. 500 was expended towards the end of the year in the supply of rubble for 
bund protectioUrto Batalagoda tank.

NikatU-eld, Western Province.—Special repairs were carried out to the sluice of this eia a t % cost 
of Rs. 630-75.

Eotugoda^Anicut, Western Province.—Special repairs were carried out to this anicut a t a cost of 
Rs. 322-50. ,

Village Works.
Rs. 1,068-10 Was expended during the year in the manufacture of cement concrete pipes and 

blocks a t Nikawsratiya, and these were distributed'for village and small tanlrs.
Rs. 1,497-'54 was expended in general repairs to various restored village tanks in the North- 

Western Province. • ,
' ,  Cultivation.

. . , .Cultivation in general under the major works was successful.

V I.— C E N TR A L  D IV IS IO N .

Mr. O. W . H enm an, A .M .I.0 .E ,

Surveys and Investigations.
Taldena-ela, Province of Uva.—A  new survey and level traverse has been commenced of ths eia 

as a preliminary to  an iuyestigation of the distribution system. •
Small surveys and investigations were carried out during-the year on the following works in the 

Province of Uva Radmma, Amunawewa, Katakala-ela, Sudapanawila-ela, Hewan Arawa tank, 
Yapamme-ela, and various small village works.

Nalando-oya Scheme.—A  contour survey was made of the proposed Nalanda dam site.
Wadmvdwcla-ela, Central Province.—A survey of this eia was put in hand.

. Readings of the Nalanda-oya gauge weir in Matale I)istrie,t,and the Mahaweli-ganga gauge at 
Peradeniya have been recorded during the year. -  . ' •

Construction^ - '  •
Boèulupitiya-eîd, Province of Uva.—^The improvements to the existing anicut and eia are now 

completed. ' . .
Mauida^ela, Hingurugdmuwa-úa, and Uma-ela, Province- òf Uva.—^New retaining walls were 

.constructed a t a cost of Rs. 1,281-07.
Maintenance.

The major works have been maintained in fair order; and some improvements have been effected.
Oal-oya, Province of Uva.—^The special work of the raising o tth e  left bank channel* bimd was 

completed this year.
Mulhahda (tnd Ma-ela, Central Pi-owwce.—Three new storm water spills were provided along 

these elas.
Lamasuriyagama Anicut, Central Province.—^The left abutment of this anicut was extended.
The maintenance cost of the works in the Central Division amounted to Rs. 9,896-73.

’ " Village Works. . ■ "  \
Rs. 2,464-74 was expended on the control and raamtenance of village works, in the, Central 

Division duriug the year, chiefly, as regards the Provmoe of Uva, in the payment of irrigation overseers 
and patrols who have their respective districts to visit, and in which they supervise the annual earthwork 
and repairs. .

An Irrigatici Sub-Inspector was appointed to look after the village works in charge of the 
Grovemment Agent, Province of Uva ; it is hoped that considerable improvement may be effected in 
their condition and utility.

43. A limited number of copies of this report will be bound tdgether with the following statements; 
those marked B are mcluded in the Ceylon Blue Book:—

B Expenditure on-surveys.
B Expenditure <m construction. 
B Expenditure on maintenance. 
B Expenditure on village works. 
B Expenditure, miscellaneous.

Trineomalee, February 26, 1918.

B Summary of year’s expenditure.
Areas of paddy cultivated.
Labour and flne money, village works. 
Restored Village tanks. •

C. F. S. BAKER, M.I.O.E., 
Acting Director of Irrigation.
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MI-NES.

REPORT OP THE INSPECTOR OP MINES POR 1917.

,  Staff.—^The iiormal staff of the Department Worked throughout the year. I t  Consists of the
Inspector of Mines, the Assistant Inspector, and one clerk.

Ins^etion.-*’̂ e  Inspector of Mines was away from lieadquarters for 193 nights and travelled 
7,532 miles, and the Assistant was aWay for I f l  nights and travelled 9,414 miles. Most of the travelling 
was in connection with the inquiry into accidents and court cases, and some of it in accompanying the 
ÇrOVernment Agents in connection with the granting of inining leases on Crown lands imdet a new General 
Or4er, with a view to increasing theeu tpu t of plumbago. All the districts were gone through twice 
during’the year, and as many of the mines inspected Us possible.

General.—^There were 3,264 declarations sent in  to open and work new mines and to resume wewk 
in old mines during the year, as compared with 6,572 for 1916. The number Cf mines reported to be 
working a t the end of the year was 704, as compared with 2,881 at the end of 19l6 ; and at the same time 
theife were 16,068 men employed, as compared with 22,144 a t the end ôf 1916.

In  the latter half of the year 1915 the plumbago-mining industry became very active, after a period 
of Stagñatítm for about a year, owing to restriction on export, and this activity continued throughout 1916, 
w4iich proved to be a record year, both for value and quantity of plumbago exported, the total quantity 
exported being 33,410 tons, and its value Rs. 22,494,999, working out a t Rs. 673 a ton. 

cc The year 1917 started in the same wây, and there was every promise of another good year, the 
demand being great, and the Imperial Government having asked th a t  efforts hu made to increase the 
output of 1916 by 9,000 tons. To meet this, the local Government, on a suggestion of the Industrial 
CommissioU, offered to give grants tO mine on Crown lands, with a view to discovering new deposits of 
plumbago. This opportunity was utilized to sonTe extent, but, owing to some difficulty in Working 
the General Order as it was framed, was not carried very far ; it  is, however, expected to be worked in 
the future. At the beginning Of the year there was a great'demand, and high prices were realized, bu t 
the export was somewhat hampered by the difficulties of freight. Some of the best quality was sold 
a t over Rs, 1,600 a ton, and during the first six months 13,000 tons, to theWalue of over Rs. 12,000,000, 
werê exported,'but during thè ¿ecohd half of the year the value fell Considerably, to  Rs. 8,000,000 for 
13,164 tons. In comparing these values with normal years, it must be remembered that the very high 
freight charges have practically excluded the inferior grades, and sales were limited tq^good quality of 
plumbago only.' Towards the end ot the year the demand lo r plumbago practically ceased, and there 
were no sales a t all. As a consequence, a great number of the smaller mines ceased to work. The 
majority of such mines are worked by men of small means with a labour force of eight to twenty men, 
and they depend entirely on an immediate sçile of their plumbago ; thus any rise or faU in the demand 
quickly affects them, and the closing down or opening up of these mines does, not involve any great 
expense. Most of the larger mines are continuing work, in the hope of early revival, and there m ust be 
fairly good Stocks accumulating. At the end of the jSrst half of the year there Were 1,288 mmes a t  work, 
employing 19,912 men a t the mines, and giving an approximate output of 2,367 tons a  month. A t the 
end of the year 764 mines Were a t work, employing 15,379 men, and yielding approximately 2,160 tons 
a month. These output returns are extracted from the half-yearly reports, and though not to bedopended 
on, are found to correspond fairly well with thé export returns for the year. Erom them it is shown that 
the monthly output of the  Southern Province fell from 953 tons a  month during the first half qf the 
year to 42Í tons â month for the Second half. Most of the mines in th& Province are small ones. 
There was an increase of 6$ tons a month in the North-Western Province, of 92 tons a month in the 
Western Province, and of 155 tons a month in the Province of Sabaragamuwa ; whilst the Central Province 
shows a drop of 28 tons a month.
c Several large mines Were given up during the year as being practically worked out ; but, on the 
other hand, several mines tha t were abandoned years ago were re-started, an<l,a lot of plumbago was 
taken out. Though a good many mines were opened in new villages, there has not yet been any valuable 
new deposits found, but the exploitation of Crown lands may give good results.

The explanation for there being no demand or sale for Ceylon plumbago seems a'mystery. The 
largest buyers are the Americans, and it may be that they have accuipulated sufficient stocks to enable 
them t& await tbeic own tíme, and to impose their own terms, or they may be getting their eupply from 
some other place, sueb as Madagascar.

The output of plumbago is entirely dependent on the demand for it and the prices ruling. With 
a revival of these there is every possibility of Ceylon being able to supply 30,000 tons a year -for some 
years to come. %

» The quantity of machinery used in mines is steadily increasing, and this enables work to be donò 
to greater depth, and also allows mines tha t were formerly abandoned to be re-opened. The industry 
a t present is in a bad way, and nothing «an be done for it  till such time as the market for plumbago 
improves, then opportunities should he given for exploiting new lands, with a view to finding new deposits 
to take the place of the present mines that are becoming exhausted.

9(v)18
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Iluring the year there YftS the usual mining for geOis, hut there was no- mining for mica or any 
other material, except some e:^eriments for monazite carried out by the Mineralogieal Department.

I t  is to be regretted that the several mines worked by the Europeans are not very ;^omising. 
The Medapola mine did not get through to their own workings, and what they found in the Pahalapola 
veins was not considered good enough to work a t present, so it is sublet, and is being worked by hand 
labour. The Laxapana mines are stUl working, but no new ground has been found, and t h ^  are taking 
out the pillars, and will finish in about two years a t  the present rate. Morankanda mines are working 
in a small way, but they also appear to be nearly worked out. Machinery for pumping, winding, *and 
Ventilating was in use a t fifty tnihes,

Ei^ty-seven accidents occurred during the year, resulting in the death of 42 persons and injury 
to 76. This is a very serious and large increase on any other year, the explanation bein^ the employment 
of men unskilled in mining, dae to the increased demand for labour. A description of each accident 
that occurred is given under the respective Provinces.

Peovincès.

(1) Western Province.
There were 193 mines registered as working a t the end of the year, the number of men reported^ 

as working being 5,611. The number of new mines registered was 598. Machinery was used in 23 
mines- Twenty-six accidents occurred, resulting in the death of 7 persons and injury to 27. The following 
is a description of the accidents

(1) At Bogahahena, Migahatenna, two'men were injured by the explosion of a miss-fire dynamite 
that was in the débris, and had bem blown out by another charge. (2) At Rukmalgaha, Pelawatta, % 
man tPas sBghtly injured by a fall of stone a t the face of the tunnel. (3) At Botalemanana a man was 
slightly injured by the fall of a piece of plumbago. (4) At the same mine a man was killed by a fall of roof. 
I t  was after blasting, and he went to puU the loose stones. (5) At Atigala a man was slightly injured by a 
pie/;e of wood falling on hhn whilst he was attending to the pump in the shaft. (6) At Boraluketiya one 
man was killed and one injured by a  fall of roof as they were engaged in removing the rock. (7) At 
Kudumirissa a man was slightly injured by the fall of a piece of rock. (8) At Botalemanana a man let 
a stone faU out of his hand on to his foot, and was shghtly injured. (9) At Botalemanana a man fell 
from a plank on which he was standing, and was slightly injured. (10) At Kewitiyagala a* man was 
injured by falling from a platform. (11) At Botalemanana a  man was killed by falling out of the buckufc 
when being raised to the surface. (12)- At MananagodeUa a man slipped from a plank, fell into j^e pit, 
and Was injured. (13) .At Kàlatigampola a man was injured by slipping from the stage into the pit.^^ 
(14) At Botalemanana a man was sfightly injured by faking when walking along the tunnel. (15) At 
Migoda â man was killed by falling out of the bucket when coming to the surface. (16) At Botalemanana 
a man was injured by falling out of the bucket. (17) A t the same mine a man was injured by falling 
from the roof of the boiler shed. (18) At Botale a rlTan fell into the pit from ihe snrface, and was killed. 
(19) At Kahawala a boy tried to go into the pit and fell, and was injured. (20) A t Ridiwita a man was 
slightly injured by stumbling Over a heap of rock. (21) At Atigala one man died and one was injured 
as the result of an accumulation of gas being ignited. I t  had accumulated iu a small cavity below 
where th ey  were working, and they holed into it. (22) At Himbutamulla.twç) men were working 
at the face of the tunnel which was being driven from the ajrshaft towardsIhe mine which is being worked 
to improve the ventilation, and they holed into an old tm m d which contained gas. I t  ignited, and both 
were injured ; one subsequently died. (23) A t Kirantidiya a man was slightly injured b y  the handle of 
the Winch hitting his face. (24) At Kudumirissa a  m^h Went to sleep near the trolly line, and  was 
slightly injured by thé trolly striking his leg. (25) At Botalemanana a man was slightly injured by 
hitting himseK on the head with a hammer. (26) At Panangalawatta five men were injured by the winch 
handle being flung back on them^ owing to extra weight being suddenly added to the descending bucket.

•
(2) Central Province.

There were 26 mines registered as working at the end of the year, and the number of men reported 
as Working, was 513. The number of new mines registered was 74. Machinery was being used in 2 
mines. Four accidents occurred, resulting in injury to 4 persons. The following is a description of the 
accidents that occurred :—

» (1 )' At Morankanda a man slipped and fell 6 feet,  ̂and was slightly injured, (2) At the same mine 
a man Slightly injured his thumb, (3) At Warella a man slipped from a plank, and Was shghtly injured. 
(4)At Haragama a man was sjightly injured by rolling a pook on to his finger.

(3) Southern Province.
There were 306 mines registered as working at the end of the year, and the number of men reported 

as working was 3,246. *The number of new mines registered was 1,919. Machinery was reported as in 
use a t 9 mines. The majority of the naines in this Province are small, and it is specially affected by 
fluctuations in the market. Sixteen accidents occurred, resülting in the death of 12 persons and injury 
to 15. The following is a description of the accidents that occurred. :—

(1) At Hegoda a man working a t the face of the tunnel holed into an unknown working, and was 
killed by the rush of water and mud. (2) At GodadUWft a man was injured by ft fall of loose stone.
(3) At Tiranagamaia man at the surface feh into the pit, 16 fathoms deep, and escaped with shght injuries.
(4) At PadUhkokmaduwa a man was working in the pit when it caVed in, and he was buried. The pit 
was not properly timbéred,<and the owner was prosecuted and fined Rs. 50. The body was recovered 
after some hours. (5) A t Ahangama two men were shghtly burnt by gas,-as the result of hohng intQ an 
old tunnel. (6) At Ampegama a man was shghtly injured by the bucket hitting against him. (7) At 
Alutwala an old tunnel was holed into, and the accumulation of gas ignited, with thè result tha t two men 
were killed and one injured. (8) At Pedhioruwa a man was kiUed by a piece of timber, dislodged by 
the ascending bucket, falling on to him in the pit. (9) At Kapuhenpola three meu were buried ahve by
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the caving in of the pit near the bottom. I t  was not found possible to recover the bodies without great 
risk of losing other live?. The pit was 17 fathoms deep, and in loose dangerous ground. Mining was 
stopped on this land, (10) At Kalaha one man when descending into the pit fell on to the top of another 
mail ; both fell to the bottom, one being killed and the other injured. (11) At Panangala one man 
was killed and one injured by the breaking of a rope. (12) At Kottawa a  man fell into the pit, and was 
injured. (1^) At Kalupe an old timnel was pierced. I t  contained an accumulation of gas, which ignited, 
with the result that three men were burnt. (14) At Higgoda two men were killed and one injured by the 
ignition of gas in a cavity just below the tunnel in wMoh they were working. (15) At Pitigala a man 
received slight injuries by a stone rolling on to his leg. (16) At Panangala a man was shghtly injured b y  
the pipe he was fixing slipping down.

(4) North-Western Province.
There were 43 mines registered as working a t the end of the year, and the number of men reported 

as working was 2,424. tTbe number of new mines registered was 97. Machinery was in use a t 6 mines. 
Kfhatagaha mine a t ÏÆaduragoda has been developed into a very good mine, and has an average output 
of about 140 tons R month. Thirteen accidents occurred, resulting in the death of 7 persons and injury 
to 11, The follovfing is a description of the accident» tha t occurred ;— i

• '  (1) At Walakatabena a maruslipped from'the ladder, and was killed, <2) At Kahatagaha a man
was killed by falling from the ladder. (3) At 'Welanrupe one man feU from the ladder on to the top of 
another, MUing him, and injuring himself. (4) A t Pusweldarana a miss-fire dynamite exploded a t  the 
pit bottom whilst men tvere removing the débris, and one man was küled and three injured. (5) At 
Tibbotukanatta a maù waa killed by the careless tamping of a charge of gunpowder. (6) At Kahatagaha 

man was slightly injured at the surface. (7) At Pusweldarana the explosion of a miss-fire dynamite 
resulted in the death of one man and injury to another. (8) At Bemmulla a man was injured by 
attem;^ting to withdraw a miss-fire dynamite. ( 9) At Vihare a nian fell from the ladder, and was injured. 
(10) At MUlagaha a man Was injured by the fall of a loose bit of stone. (11) At Bemmulla a man was 
killed by fa l l in g  from a ladder. (12) At Dehigaha a man was injured by a  piece of rock falling from the 
bucket, (13) At Kahatagaha a man was injured by falling from a ladder.
• •

(6) Province of Sobaragamuwa. ,
There were 194 mines registered as working a t the end of the year, and the number of men reported 

working was 4,254. The number of new mines registered was 568, Machinery was in use a t 11 mines. 
Twenty-eight accidents OOCfilted, resulting in the death of 17 persons and injury to 21. The following is 

« «a description of the acCidOnts that occurred :—
(1) At Mapitigama a man was working a t the p it bottom ,. and was injured by allowing the 

descending bucket to strike against him. (2) At Eambutangaha two tunnOls were being driven to  meet, 
the distance between not being known. Blasting was done a t  one side, which blew some rock off 
the other side, and oûe man was injured. (3) At Rukattanagaha u, man Was injured by falling from the 
timbers. (4) At Maha Bógala a  man received fatal injuries whñst trying to repair a defective steam 
valve with the steam turned on ; he was scalded by the escaping ^team. (5) At Medapola two men 
died and one was injured aS the result of careless handling of gelignite. One man was carr3dng gelignite 
in o*e hand and a lighted candle in the other, and managed to ignite the gelignite ; he threw it  down on 
the ground, and they tried to blow it out, and inhaled the poisonous fumes, with the result above stated, 
(6) At dedumbagaha a man committed suicide in his hut by means of a detonator. (7) At Kuttikanda 
a man was killed by falling into the pit. (8) At Medagoda a man, whilst sitting carelessly on a  plank, 
fell off, and was mjured. (9) At Medagoda a m an was injured by the fall of loose rock. (10) At 
Maha Bógala a man was injured by the fall of loose rock from the rOof. (H) At Karandana a 
man was injured by falling out bf the bucket, (12) At Pahalapola a man was killed by faUing off a 
ladder. ̂  (13) At Kuttikanda a man failed to clear out during blasting, QWing to Ids being asleep, and he 
was injured. (14) At Medagoda á man was mjured through careless handling of a  detonator. (15) At 
Maha Bógala a  man carelessly stepped out of the bucket into the pit, ajid waS Wiled. (16) At 'WaUagala, 
owing to faulty fuse, a charge prematurely exploded, and a man was injured. (17) At Delgoda two men 
were seriously injured by the giving way of a  temporary platform on which they Were standing to repair 
the air pipes. (18) At Minnana six men were killed and one injured by tke explosion of a boiler. I t  was 
found afterwards tha t thè boüer was faulty, but there was not sufficient evidence to bring the blame 
home to any one, except tha t the manager was prosecuted for having used the boiler without a certificate, 
and he was convicted and giyeu the maximum fine. (19) At Dumbara a mau was killed by exploding a 
miss-fire dynamite. (20) At |Cukulagama a  man was slightly injured whcp toOViUg some stones a t  tìie 
surface. (21) At Mawarelia â  clerk injured himself by falling on to a piece of sharp timber a t the surface. 
(22) A t Kuttikanda a man was injured by careless handling of a charge of dynamite and causing it to 
explode. (23) At Tumbagè a map was slightly injured by the fall of a loose piece of stone. (24) At 
Kurukohotenna a man, wOrkiag at the bottom of the pit, aUowed the bucket to ^escend on to his head, 
and was killed. (25) At Arukgamana a man was injured at the surface by a ;^ece of wood falling cm 

' him, (26) At Medapola two men were killed as a result of boring on to a  miss-fire charge of d3mamite. 
(27) At Kirillawela a man Wrs injured by faffing from the ladder. (28) At Meha Bógala a man h it his 
leg against the trolly, and was shghtly injured.  ̂ '

•
(6) Province of Uva.

There were 2 mines registered as working at the end of the year, and the number of men reported 
as working was 20. Thè number pf new mines registered was 8. ,

May-3, 1918.
T. G. HUNTER, 

Inspector of Mines.
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FACTOEIES.
RÎîPÔRT OP THE INSPECTOR OF FACTORIES FOR 1917.

e Sta^ .—^TLere has been no alteration in this respect since the last Administration Report. The
Inspector has been on duty throughout the year.

/«spec^fiows.-^lnspeetions were carried out in the Central, Southern, Western, North-Western, 
and Sabaragamuwa Provinces ; the total number of visits was 443. In the majority of cases the result 
Sjf the inspection was satisfactory. The instances of non-observance of the rules were principally 
omissions to notify the authorities of cessation of work, neglect to renew annually the boiler certificates, 
and to  fence the machinery adequately. Details of these contraventions are given under the respective 
Provinces. Eight new factories Were registered during the year, and three ceased work permanently. 
This gives an increase of five in the total for 1917, or slightly under half per centum over the total for 1916. 
Further details are given in this respect. The mileage travelled was 3,235, exclusive of railway journeys.

frewer«!.—-I am pleased to report that there has been a decrease in the number of fatal accidents 
for fhe year ; there were two, as against five fOr 1916. During 1916 tea and rubber mills gave smaller 
retnrRS ef serious accidents than those for coconut curing.- During that year the number of accidents 
was, for tea and rubber factories, just fife in a thousand factories ; while for coconut-curing, factories it 
WÿrS 4>ver forty in a thousand. Rut in 1917 the returns for the former gite,^ roughly, twelve in a thousand ; 
for the latter there were none. The main reasons for“this diminution can be attributed to the abridgment 
of opeEatianS—of a temporary nature, doubtless—-in the coconut industry during the past year. Of the 
njneteen accidents, including those fatal and serious in 1917, nine were incurred whilst s u p p in g  or 
feeding material to machines, generally rubber rollers. Those connected with operations of oiling and 
cleapin^ were sii. Falls of persons and dropped articles add four;

Percentage of 
Increase.

R e g i s t r a t i o n .
Num ber of Factories Number of Factories

Province. registered to registered to
Decem ber 31, 1916. December 31, 1917.

C entral 605 606"^
T J v a  ... -  . . . . . .  • .. ... , 123 124
S o u th ern  . .' 3 9 40
W estern  . . . . .  2 6 3 263  ̂ .
Sabarag& m uû^' 165 167
N o rth -W estern  . . 6 5 66
N o rth ern  . . . .  1 i j

T o ta l 1,251 1,256

Classifieation and distribution of factories according to Provinces

' •  Province.

C en tra l 
Dva ,..
S o u th ern  
W estern  
Sabaragam u w a  
N o rth -W estern  ■ 
N o rth ern

Tea,
Rubber,

and
Cacao.

6 9 2
121

31
96

167.
;2i:

Coconut Engineer- 
Fibre, ing  and 

Oil, &0. Saw Mills.

3
82

34

7
2
3

34

T o ta l 1 ,0 2 8  T 1 9 46

Aerated 
Water, 
Ice, &c.

Printing.
Sundries : 
Manure, ~ x . i  

Spinning, -  
&c.

Steam
Power.

4  . ; __ 3 . . 6 0 6 . .  119
1 . — —  . . 1 2 4 . .  32
2 . 1 . .  40 . .  17

16 . . 11 . 2 4  . .  263 . .  117
—  . . 1 6 7 . .  46

- ___ ___ ^  65 . .  23
—  . . —  . 1 - 1 1

23 11 29  1 ,256 355

Electric
In sta lla ­

t i o n .

42  
6 
3

32  
6 
2 
1

91

t  The number of cases in which steam power was in use diminished by just 3 i per cent. ; electric 
. lighting installations, on the other hand, have increased by 7 per cent, since the previous report.

Accidents.
Twenty-eight accidents occurred, resulting in the death of two persons a n iin  injuries to twenty- 

six others. Nine of the latter, however, were of a trivial or non-serious nature:—
c

Province.
COTLtral 
U v a
W estern  
Sabaragam u w a  
N o rth -W estern  
N o rth ern

T o ta l

Nijmber of Number of Number T otal
Accidents. Persons injured. kiUed. aSeoted.

7 7 7
2 • 2 --- - 2

13 12 l o  • • l 3
4 3 r  . . 41 !  . . — 11 i . 1 — 1

28 26 2 2 8

9(v)l8
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Class of Factory. Non-serious. Serious. Fatal. Total.
Tea 2 6 1 9
Rubber ____ 8 8
Coconut 4 — ____, 4
Sundries 3 3 1 7

Total .. 9 17 2 28*

A description of each accideût is given under the Province in which it oçcurred.

(1) Central Province. ' •
There Were 606 factories registered as working, employing from 13,000 to 114,060 persons on 

Workmg days, Additional precautionary measures were recommended in fifty-six instances. One case 
of non-observance of the rules was eincoimtered; this was pegleet tn  renew the boiler certifieate. I t  ^as 
subsequently renewed. There was one new rubber-curing factory registered and inspected. TijWe 
were nO prosecutions instituted.

Seven accidents took place, all of a Serious paturei as described below :—
At the Pedro tea factory, in the Nuwara Eliya District, a man lost two fingers through carelesslje 

ahowing them to approach a circular saw. He was sent to the hospital for treatment.
At Troup factory, in the Dimbula district, a  man had his hand crushed in a tea roller. He Was 

pushing the leaf from the rolling table into the hopper by hand, instead of using the brush provided 
for the purpose.

At Matftle tea and cacao factory, in the Matale North District, the driver of the oü engine, whilft 
engaged in lubricating, Was accidentally struck on the head by a belt clip. He was treated in hospital 

< and recovered. A special visit was made by the Inspector.
At Hoalankanda tea factoryj in the Elkaduwa district, a workman fell off a ladder and broke his 

arm. He was sent to the hospital and recovered.
At KotuagedaraTubber factory, in the Matale District, a Sinhalese youth, of about 16 years of’age, 

came into the factory and tried to insert rubber into a washing mül ; both his hands were so badly injured 
that aU his fingers had to be amputated. He Was not employed in the factory in any capacity.

At Madarangoda te.a factory, in the Allagala district, a siftef broke a worker’s arm. The 
gearings of the machine were adequately fenced ; cleaning operations were on hand. The machine was 
unexpectedly started by another workman, and the mishap resulte4. A special visit of inspection'j 
was made.

At BeredeweUe rubber factory, in the Matale District, a workman had his hand drawn in between 
the rollers of a rubber mill. The accident was due to lack of attention on his part. He lost four fingers.

(2) Province of Vva.
There were 124 factories registered as working. They employ from 2,500 to  3,000 persons 

on working days. One new factory was registered during the year. There were no ■ prosecutions. 
There Were tWo accidents, one of which was serious, and took place as follows :— Ât Spring Valley tea 
factory, in the BaduUa District, a cOoly had an nriû broken through hiS own action in starting a  sifter 
by hand, instead of using the belt guides. The machine Was adequately fenced.

(3) Southern Province.
There were 40 factories registered as working. These employ 750 to 800 persons on working 

days. There was one new rubber factory registered and inspected. There were no accidents. There 
were n® prosecutions. Additional precautionary measures were recommended in six cases. One 
instance of contravention of the rUles was met with; viz., inadequate fencing of the machinery. The 
superintendent expressed regret, and gave his assurance that the fencing recommendations Would- be 
carried out. ' .

(4) W estern  P ro v in c e .

There were 263 factories registered as working, employing from 13,000 to 14,000 persons Oh 
working days. Additional precautionary measures were reeomménded in thirty instances. There were 
seven’ apparent instances of non-observance of the regulations ; Six tvere neglect to  give notice of 
cessation of work within one month of stoppage, and one Was for the non-renewal of the boiler certifieate. 
In  respect to the former cases, the managers, later, severally wrote to explain that operations were of a 
rather intermittent nature during this year, and although work had not been going on a t the time of 
inspection, permanent stoppage was not contemplated. One prosecution was instituted against the . 
Rajagiri fibre miUs, in the Salpiti korale, tmder the latter contravention. A fine of Rs. 10 was imposed* 
There were thirteen accidents, through which one man Was killed and twelve were injured ; of the latter, 
six were of a serious and six were of a non-serious natme.

(a) Fatalities.— Ât the Fernando saw nulls, in the Kalutara District, hear Moratuwà, a man 
sustained such injuries to his head through the back throw of a piece of wood from a circular saw th a t he 
died later in hospital. A special visit was made by the Inspector. Extracts from my report say : “ A 
piece of wood, after the saw had passed through it, was caught on the return Rotary motion of the saw and
flung against the deceased.......... I  do not see reason, to doubt the truth of this aecount. I  made a
surprise visit ahd elieited the information firstly from the other workmen.” I t  was a pure accident.

(b) Accidents of a serQ>tis nature.— Ât Siriniwasa saw mills, in the Kalutara District, >a man was 
injured about the neck and shoulder from a cause similar to the ope just described. He recovered after 
a few days’ treatment in the hospital.

A t  D a lk e it h  ru b b e r  fa c to r y , in  t h e  K a lu ta r a  D is tr ic t , a  m a n  s ta r te d  g r e a sm g  t h e  c o g  w h e e ls  o f  
a  sm a ll h a n d -p o w e r e d  ru b b er  ro ller  w h ils t  i t  Was b e in g  tu r n e d . H e  h a d  o n e  fin g er  o f  th e  r ig h t  h a n d  
b r o k e n . I t  w a s  d u e  t o  h is  o w n  ca re le ssn ess .
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At Kiriwanaketiya rubber factory, in the Kalutara District, a man had his fingers caught between 
the rollers of a rubber mill and severely injured his right hand. This accident was due to the workman’s 
want of attention at the moment.

. * At Glanrhos rubber factory, in the Kalutara District, a mishap of a corresponding nature to the 
foregoing took place, resulting in the crushing of the ends of three fingers.

At thfi Victoria mills, Hyde Park Comer, a package of lead sheets accidentally fell on to a 
workman’s foot. He was sent to hospital ; it was found necessary later to amputate the leg above the 
knee joint. -

At the Colombo Ironworks, near the Graving Dock, a workman received injuries at a turning lathe. 
T?he accident waSj^ue to want of attention on his part. He was sent to hospital, and his wounds were 
dressed there.

(5) Province, of 8abaragamuwa.* •
There were 167 factories registered as working, employing from 2,500 to 3,000 persons on working 

days. Two new factories were registered, one for tea and one for rubber curing. In two cases 
precautionary measures were recommended. There were no prosecutions during the year. There were 
four accidents, whereby one person lost his life and three were injured ; two of the latter were of a 
^erious nature.

(а) Fatalities.— Ât Alpha tea factory, in the Balangoda district, a man received such injuries to his 
head whilst he was oiling the under parts of a roller that he succumbed to exhaustion later a t the hospital. 
He shohld have stopped the machine before beginning to oil it.

(б) Accidents of a serious natnre.—M  Walpola rubber factory, near Dehiowita, Kelani VaUey, 
sPworkman had four fingers of his right hand fractured in the rollers of a rubber-washing machine.

At Ingoya rubber factory, near Kitulgala, an accident similar to the preceding occurred. Two 
fingers were broken. In both instances the cause was due to want of attention on the part of the 
workmen. Both Were sent to hospital.

„ , (6) North- Western Province.
There has been no change in the number of factories, nor of the persons employed therein, since 

the lashreport, viz., 55 and from 2,500 to 3,000 respectively. Precautionary measures were recommended 
in^twelve instances.

The manager of St. Mary’s mill in the Chilaw District was prosecuted for failure to ..renew the 
gboiler certificate. He Was convicted and fined Rs. 25. There was one seriops accident.

At MoragaHa rabber factory, in the Kurunegala District, the tappai cooly, whilst waiting to get 
a message at the factory, put his hand on a rubber mill. Three fingers were drawn in and broken. I t  
was due to his oWn carelessness.

(7) Northern Province.
The Ceylon Spgar Refineries still remain the only factory reported in this Province. One accident 

of a non-serioua nathre happe^d. There were no prosecutions.
” a . • ’IVOODHOXJSE,

March 16, 1918. Inspector of Factories.

    
 



    
 



P ublic Wobks.] CEYLON ADMINISTRATION REPORTS FOR 1917.
E 1

COLOMBO DEAINAGE WOEK8.

REPORT OP THE RESIDENT ENGINEER FOR 1917.

G e n e r a l .

The year was one of comparatively small progress, owing to the limitation of work necessitated 
by the approaching completion of the main portion of the scheme, and to diflSculties met with in maintaining 
supplies of materials. In  spite of the latter handicap, however, and of the fact that the European staff 
has been reduced to the lowest practicable limit, the work done was not less than had been anticipated, 
and there is good prospect of the modified programme of drainage which was sanctioned by Govern­
ment in November, 1915, being completed in aU essential features by the scheduled date, namely, by 
Decelnber, 1919.

■» " 2. The proportional cost of administration was higher than in recent years, but the total 
expenditure under this head up to December, 1917, was stUl only per cent, of the total cost of the 
workS,''as against 8 | per cent, at the end of 1916.

3. The progress made with house connections continues to be disappointing, and indicates a 
lack of« enterprise and of interest in the welfare of their tenants on the part of a large majority of the 

, house owners.
E f f e c t  o f  t h e  W a e .

4:. As Was foreseen in last year’s report, the restrictions on exports from Great Britain has. had 
■a more marked effect than hitherto, and must now be regarded as a factor to be taken seriously into 
account when deciding whether any particular work cap or cannot be undertaken. Delays in shipping 
of stoneware pipes in the early part of the year necessitated the stoppage of work on some of the pipe 
sewers, and it was not thought'-desirable fully to reinstate the labour thus discharged, for fear of similar
S ages occurriug in the future. The-only serious difiSculties likely to arise^are iii connection with the 

^ ^ y  of engines and pumps for the WeUawatta, Western, and Vuystwyke pumping stations, which 
shoidd be ready to be put into operation by the end of 1919.

E s t i m a t e s  a Std E x P E N D ir u B B .

5. Detailed tables of estimates and expenditure are given in Appendices I. and II. to this report. 
The situation can be roughly summarized as follows ;—

■ «1 Consvilting Engineers’ estimate for complete scheme '
Estimate sanctioned in accordance wdth modified programme 
Expenditure to December, 1917 
Unexpended balance

Rs.
23,672,000
16,445,400
15,118,900

1,326,500

I t  is expected that an appreciable, portion of this balance will remain unspent at the end of 1919, 
as it  is not possible to proceed with some of the works included in the programme until certain street 
widenings and other improvements have been carried out. The actual expenditure- during 1917 was 
Rs. 596,660‘43, as against Rs. 1,047,298'05 expended during 1916, a reduction of 43 per cent.

Labotte,
6. The strength of the labour force averaged 974, as compared with an average of 1,614, in 1916.

The maximum number on the roll was 1,387 in January, and the minimum number 772 in June. 
]^ay roll averaged Rs. 21,002 a month, as against Rs. 31,751 in 1916. .5

Staff.
7. The following members of the staff were discharged duriag the year :—

, ‘ European$.
Mr. G. P. Walton, Second Assistant Engineer, transferred to Railway Extensions Department. 
Mr. H. B. Talbot, Foreman Timberman, .transferred to Railway Extensions Department.

-The

Ceylonese.

. Mr. G. V. Crutchley, Overseer 
Mi*. M. Gopalan, Overseer »
Mr. J. Monro, Overseer 
Mr. J. S. Manuel Fullai, Store Clerk 
Mr. E. T. Spaulding, Overseer

9(v)18

Period of Service. 
Years.

8
10 
9 
8

. 2
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CONNBOtlOES.

8. The area sewered and ready for house drainage is now some 3,308 acres, and includes practically 
the whole of the Port, Pettah, St. Sebastian, St. Paul’s, New Bazaar, Slave Island» and KoHupitjya 
Wards, besides a large part of Matadana and Kotahena. A skeleton system of sewers has been laid in 
the Dematagoda, Mutwal, and Wellawatta areas, but is not as yet available for use. Veiy few of the 
sewers or rain-water drains are working at their full capacity, owing to the backward state of house 
drainage. The City Sanitation Eiigineer’s reports show that the progress made with connectipns during 
the last two years was as, follows

Total to Progress Progress

Number of premises drained
December, 1917. in 1917. dn 1916.

1,073 105 84
Number of water-closets installed 3,496 345 183.
Number of earth-closets removed since ’

January 1, 1913 . .  . .  1,460 
Number of water-carriage public latrines

. 174 552

in use ..  27 3 —

♦ j

Tipping dépôts have been established at the following centres ;—Price park, Symonds road,^ 
Quarry road, Urugodawatta road, and Pickering’s  road,

S e w b e s  a n d  R a i n -W a t e e  D e a i n s .

9. In  the Port and” Pettah (Harbour area) a series of works was undertaken on behalf of the 
Municipality, with the object of improving the capacity of some of the existing rain-water drains. Tha 
progress made during the year included the provision of a new outlet from the York street drain, to the 
Lake-Harbour canal, and the improvement of a restricted length of the St. John’s road outfall.

10. In Kotahena (Gl and H districts) .the main sewer along the Mutwal seabeach was completed 
as far as Mosque lane, and a short branch sewer was connected thereto a t Madampitiya road. The 
former work was below sea level throughout, apd included a length of rock tunnelling under the property 
known as “ Watersmeet.” The main sewer from Tanque Salgado to the Northern pumping station 
was completed in Pebruary, and handed over to the charge of the Sanitation Department, together with 
three branch sewers, during May.

11. In Dematagoda (Mg and Mp districts) the main low-level and high-level sewers were co:^nected 
up to the Maligawatta pumping station.

12. In Wellawatta (W district) sewers were laid in Pamankada road. Galle road between 19th 
lane and Dickman’s road, Frankfort place^ and through private property alongside the railway between 
Prankfork place and Ridgeway place.

13. At the Wellawatta pumping station i t  was found necessary to proceed with a short length 
of sewer intended to form part of à, future extension of the sewerage, system to Mount Lavinia, and with 
another length which will serve the low-lying portion of the Pamankada area (X district).

PtnVCPING S t a t i o n $ . y
14. Three pumping stations, Wellawatta, Western, and Maligawatta, were under construction 

throughout the year, and a fourth, Vuystwyke, was commenced in August. The Maligawatta pumping 
station should be ready for use by the ^nd of the current year, but the, completion of the other three is 
likely to be further delayed on account olnon-delivery of machinery. The rising main from the Western 
pumping station to the head of the gravitation sewer to the WeUawatta treatment works was completed 
in April.

M a d a m p i t i y a  T e b a t m e n t  W o k k s . ^

15. In order to make the best use of the pumping plant already installed a t the Northern pumping
station, it was decided to Construct three new sedimentation tanks, which will be suitable for treating 
either crude sewage or storm water. Work on these tanks was started in May and continued throughout 
the year. The-mAy other works carried out at Madampitiya were the fixing of a deep central baffle 
in No. 2 .circular .sedimentation tank, and some slight alterations to the outlets of the rectangular 
sedimentation tankà. "  ..y  .■•••*.* * u- .

W e l l a w a t t a  T e b a t m e n t  W o e k s .

16; The site acquired is a block of coconut land 15 | acres in extent situated just within the 
Municipal limits between the Galle road and the sea, with the Dehiwala canal as its southern boimdary. 
I t is proposed to provide sedimentation tank» only as a first instalment, but the “ lay-out ” of the  works 
WiU allow of secondary treatment being introduced later if necessary. The effluent will be discharged 
at a depth of about 10 feet below mean sea level between the foreshbre and the reef.

Q u a n t i t i e s .

17. The following table shows the principal quantities of work completed to the end of December 
and the progress during 1916 and 1917 :— "

Total to Progress Progress
Deoember, 1917. during 1917. during 1916.

Excavation, cyies (100 cubic feet) 221,859 ..  3,678 .. 14,178
Tunnels, lineaiyards , .  43,132 . .  611 .. 2,497 >
Concrete and masonry, cubes . .  37,617 . .  1,295 .. 1,980
Sewers, &c., completed, lineal yards 217,365 ..  * 3,311 .. 11,966

February 25, 1918.
M. R. ATKINS,

Resident Engineer, Colombo Drainage Works.
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APPENDIX I.

Estimate according to Drainage Districts.

o
«

.^portionment of Estimate.

p

Harbour Scheme.

Area
provided for. 

Acres.

Estimated 
Population 

in 195L
Total

Estimate.

Ba.

Estimate 
sanctioned 

in accordance 
with modified 
Programme. 

Rs.

Wopljs . 1 . < 613 .  . 79,370 . 4,708,000 . 4,625,000

^  Land and Compensation — — 250,000 260,000

4 613 79,370 4,958,000 4,875,000
Extensions. _

¿Main Sewer (extension) . . ~ — 889,000 889,000

Northern Pumping Station (extension) . . — 255,000 125,000

Madampitiya Treatment Works — . 2,735,000 623,000

Weliawatta Pumping Station — — 300,C(00 284,000

W eilawatta Treatment Works — —  , 650,000 • 250,000

P istric t P  (extension) . . 37 2,590 177,000 ~ —

c Do. F  ' . . 206 4,120 .' 422,000 —

Do.^ G, including Vuystwyke Pumping Station 110 8,800 426,000 277,000
o^‘

Do. H ..  253 12,650 801,000 321,500

Do. J  . .  .. . .  292 32,120 638,000. 528,000

Do. K  ..  * ..  96 16,360 195,000 . .  • 196,000

Do. L .. . .  195 18,525 296,000 284,000

Do, Mg • • 207 33,120 648,000 394,500

Do. Mp, including Maligawatta Pumping Station . .  431 30,170 .  1,315,000 550,000

Dò. N > . .  277 9,695 619,000 524,000

Do. 0 , including Eastern Pumping Station 499 17,465 960,000 848,000

Do. P  . .  . . . .  109 3,270 233,000 . .  233,000

Do. Q 71 2,130 116,000 116,000

Do. ">Rg . . 163 14,670 '396,000 .  .  .  396,000

Do. Rp, including Slave Island Pumping Station 193 18,335 .  1,002,000 904,900

Do. S, including Polwatta Pumping Station 88 6,280 382,000 341,000

Do. T . . . .  547 17,410 .  1,791,000 .  .  1,600,500

*Do. D “,  including W estern Pumping S ta t io n , . . ■■ • -  .134,. V .  5,360 , 388,000-' r .  338,000

*DO.‘ V] including Timbirigasyaya Pumping Station . .  289 7,225 ,  629,000

*Do. W . .  783 31,320 .  1,900,000 . .  1,072,000

*Do. X 132 3,300 261,000 56,000

. '  i a n d  and Compensation — — 290,000
©

420,000

Total . .  5,725 373,285 23,572,000 16,445,400

* Districts draining to the WeUawatta tiefttmtot works, (southern outfall).    
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APPENDIX II.

Expenditure according to Drainage Districts,

Exf>enditure. 

Barhow Scheme.

Eicpentliture to 
Deceijaber, 1917. 

Rs. c.

Expenditure to  
December, 1916. 

Rs, c.

Progress 
in 1917. 
Rs c.

Main Seweïs 1,299,264 40 .. 1,209,264 40 —
Districts A, B, C, D (part), and E 1,923,136 22 .. 1,917,359 33 5,776 89
Harbour Pumping Station 201,164 36 .. 198,051 69 3,112 67
Northern Pumping Station (first instalment) 386,235 39 .. 386,235 39 —

Ii&idampitiya Treatment Works (first instaimeût) 874,567 29 .. 874,567 29 —

Land and Compensation .. 243,333 99 .. 243,333 99 --- -

4,837,701 65 4,828,812 9 8,889 56’
E x te n s io n s .

Main Sewer (extension) . . 852,100 11 .. 852,100 11 —
Nortfiem Pumping Station (extension) 106,688 96 .. 100,063 16 6,625.80
Madalnpitiya Treatment Works (extension) 356,941 51 .. 298,399 23 58,542* 2,§
District G, including Vnystwyke Pumping Station 162,674 9 89,335 19 73,338 90

Do. H 286,436 41 .. 259,942 21 è6,f94 20
Do. J 530,363 75 .. 530,265 5 98 70
Do. K 197,082 74 .. 197,025 85 ’56 89
Do. L 220,632 2 ..  219,942 5 689 97
Do. Mg 357,393 11 .. 352,405 57 4,987 64
Do. ■ Mp, including MaligaWatta Pumping Station 372,125 20 ... 259,023 67 113,101 53
Do. N 517,487 53 .. 517,222 83 264^0
Do. 0 , including East^-n Pumping Station ,, 870,342 71 .. 868,909 81 1,432 90
Do, P ,  - r.J . . , ^236,662 13 .. 235,516 5 146 8
Do. Q 116,936 0 . . .  116,795 83 140 17
Do. Rg 397,062 19 .. 397,062 19 __o

I^ . Rp, including Slave Island Pumping Station 894,749 91 . .  893,730 94 o -l,0lS''Si7
Do. S, including Polwatta Pumping Station 328,826 22 .. 328,826 22 — ; ■
Do, T 1,304,536 50 . ,  1,317,610 96 *13,075 46

' Do. Ü, including Western Pumping Station 257,215 87 . .  224,817 31 32,398 56
Do. W 1,370»907 22 . .  1,280,614 58 90,292 64
Do. X 28,138 57 ■— 28?138 57.

WeHawatta Pumping Station 140,415 33 33,603 $0 106,812 3
WeUawatta Treatment Works 6,768 68 2,073 79 4,694 89
Land and Compensation . .  . . t369,754 77 . .  344,897 0 24,857 77

.’»■f "16,118,942“ 18 14,548,994 99 569,947 19
Sewer and Rain-water Drain, Duke street, Fort — 6,889 16 Î6,889 16
Gkrvemment Quarters .  . — 31,488 37 |3l,488 37
Storm-water Outlet from Grain Sheds — ... . 2,780 60 ■ J2,780 60 '
Municipal Rain-water Drains §32,490 38 — ■ 32,490 38
Preliminary Works (b^ance of expenditure still to 

charged to permanent works)
be

24,781 91 28,475 15
«

*3,693 24
General Charges (balance of expenditure still to be charged 

to permanent works) . . 912 43 837 47 74 96
Stock Balances (plant, tools, stores, &o.) . . •• 194,162 86 . .  155,163 59 38,999 27

- 16,371,289 76 14,774,629 33 596,660 43

* Reduction.
t  Includes Rs. 87,932-54, cost of acquisition of land for Kollupitiya duplication, to be subsequently recovered 

from Improvement Scheme Funds, 
t  Recovered.
§ The expenditure on this item is recoverable. -
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