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| Declaration on
Sri Lanka’s National Problem

(Adopted by Hith C.P.S. L, Congress
March 26-30th 1980)

The Communist Party of Sri Lanka declares that all
communities in our mult-racial country have the right to live
and werk under conditions of equaiity, freely developing their
languages, cultures and ethnic identities, and determining
their own futures, free from any discrimination or harrassment.

It condemns and opposes all forms of racism and advo-
cales that the incitement of racial, religious or caste hatred

should be a penal offence.

Qur Party supports the just
demands of Sr1  Lanka's
minorities for equality and
for the endiag of the various
discriminations and harass-
ments they experience,

We regard the struggle for
- a just solution of the problems
the minorities experience as an
integral part of the ovérall

strugete of all the peoples of

Svi Lanka for democratic and
social progiess,

HISTORY

Our country’s history in
this century has many exam-
pies to show lhow  both
imperialism  and
feudal and capitalist reaciion
have used racism and the
promotion  of communal
divisions and strife as a
political weapon to profect
their wested interesis and
continue their rule.

Tha
racial

fanned
and animo-

imp rialists
suspicion

. domesiic,

sities. They played one com-
munity against the other as
part of their basic strategy
of “‘divide and rule’. In
this way, they delaved unduly
the winning of political inde-
pendence.

Lven after political inde-
pendence was won, a just
solution of the problems of
inter-communal relations has
not been found. JIn many-
respects, the situation is worse
than before.

Several lakhs of Up-country
Tamils, the majority of whom
are plantation workers who
are either born in Sri Lanka
or have lived here for many
decades, and who contribute
substantially to the production

_of our national wealth, have

een rendered stateless by law
and excluded from  the

* democratic process.

Tamil-speaking people have
been subjecled, by law, in
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administrative practice, and in
social life to  various dis-
criminations, indignities and
- inequalities . their dealings
with public authorities, and in
their aceess to highereducation,
public employment, land, and

‘trade.

Although a handful of the _

Sri Lanka Moors have been
able fo amass wealth through
the gem trade and other
speculative activities, “the vast

majority 6f this community

still experience the educational
and other historically = inherit-
ed disadvantages that have
made their social development
lag behind those of other
communitities,

DETERTORATION

Nothing  illustrates more
vividly how inter-communal

relations have deteriorated in

recent times than the facts
that the post - independence

era has witnessed three major

communal riots; that other
imminent riots were narrowly
averted; and that the Tamil
minerities live in constant fear
that riots may break outagam.

The deterioration in  inter-
communal velations has been g
major impedinient to the pro-
gress of" Sri Lanka and its
peoples.

Apart from the loss of
innocent lives and the des-
trigtion ol public and persongl
prosersy. communal tensions

toclashes- have led: to
fodic disruptions in nation-

al production, to the exodus
abroad of many persons
whose professional, scientific
and technioal skills the country
needs; to even  greater
administrative  inefficiency;
and to needless restrictions
on fhe access of all com-
munities to higher, scientific
and technical education.

5

g Capitalist governments, both

UNP and SLFP, in the post -
independence period have used
the deterioration in inter-com-
mupal relations to impose
states of emergency and to
introduce permanent laws that
undermine the democratic
rights that the people have
won over decades of struggle.
They have demonstrated more
than once their inability and
unwillingness to solve this
problem, even though it
impedes the social and econo-
mic progress of the country,

The present UNP goveri-
men of President J. R, Juye-
wardere surpasses all others
in this regard.

RACISM

Both befors and after
political Indepesdence, various
colonial and capitalist govern-
ments, acting sometimes
directly and sometimes through
agents in the labour move-
ment, have used racism as a
means to attack the working
class, divide its ranks, prevepnt
the development of a unijted
and  militant working class
mevement, and do away with
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fundamental trade union and - is already on its way out in

demoeratic rights,

The working class can
never forget how racism was
used  to desiroy the early
militant trade union movement
of the 1920s; how  Up-
gountry  Tamil plantation
_ workers were disenfranchised
and renderedstateless in order

to stem the big advances

made by the Left movement
in the 1930s and early 1940s;
how, under the influence of
capitalist patties, = trade
unionism - on racial = and
linguistic lines was fostered;
and how, under the guise of
stamping out communal
violence and terrorism, basic
working class and demecratic
rights such as demonstrations,
" peaceful picketing, strikes and
other means by which the
workers have defended them-
selves from exploitation have
“been' aftacked and often
legally prohibited.

CAPITALIST PATH -
NO SOLUTION

One of the main reasons
why it has not been possible to
_solve this deteriorating problem
in the post-Independence period
is that all the governments of
this period, whether UNP or
STLEP, have basically foltowed
a policy of irying to develop
Sri Lanka on capitalist Iines.

Equality and justice for all
communities in a multinational
country cannot be achieved
under capitalism, For this
moribuad social system, which

“development

human history, can exist only
on the basis of the expioit-
ation of man by man and
pation by nation. That is
way problems of communal
discrimination and racist strife
continue to plague all multi-
racial capitalist countries of
the ocontemporaty world,
including those that parade
as parliamentary democracies.

In addition, the path of
followed by Sri
Lanka’s two main bourgeois
political parties since Inde-
pendence  has been- one of
subordination lo imperialism’s
international Angneial agencies
like the World Bank, and
accomodation towatds their
neo-colonialist strategy.

As a result, S Lanka’s
economy has remained basi-
cally stagnant and dependent,
even though its popaiation -
has more than doubled since
World War II. Thus the
competition for: employment
(especially in the public sector
that had expanded consider-
ably inthe 1960s and 1970s)
and for land, higher and
scientific ¢ducation, and state
patronage, has become acute
and provides ready fuel for
reactionary forces angious to
iguite communal fires.

The Communist Party of
Sri Lapka  declares that wve
just or permanent solution o
the problems of inter-coni-
munal relations can be found
within the  framework of
capiialist relations  or the

%
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 policies of the capitalist parties.
The bankruptey of the basic
policies of the bourgeois parties
and leaders among poth Sinha-
lese and Tamils proves this.

The  policy of forcible
assimilation of the Tamil
speaking minorities by com-
pelling them to give up their
language and culture and to
accept those of the Sinhalese
people has not produced
national unity, as its adherents
claimed. Instead, it has
embittered the Tamils, encour-
aged fissiparous tendencies
among them, and ended in a
demand for the division of
Sti Lanka into two separate
states, : '

Equally, the current attempls
to establish a spurious “nation-
al unity™ by seeking forms
of agreement with opportunist
and capitalist elements among
‘the Tamils in teturn for a
subordinate share of govern-
_mental power  and  state
patronage have noi succeeded,
as they leave untouched the
vital interests and problems of
the masses of ail commuynities.
This is why the UNP-Federal
Party  government of 1963
collapsed and why the attemisis
of the present UNP govern-
ment to re~enact Lhe situalion
are doomed to fail.

TAMIL CAPITALIST:
- LEADERS
The policies pursued by the
capitalict leaders among the
87t Lanka Tamils have also
ended in hankrupt oy

@

When British imperialism
ruled Sri Lanka, these leaders
sought to make use of its
policy of “divide.” and- rule”
in order to obiain an equal
share ofthe central -admipise
tration in feturn for' sup-
porting the British colonialists
in their opposition to demands
for political freedom for the
comntry.  This = was: most
dramatically expressedin the
dertand of the ihen-powerful
Tamil Congress for-*balanced
representation” (fifty-fifty) and
4 permanent British presence
in 8t Lanka:

When British imperialism
came (o terms  with the
Sinbalese bourgeois leaders of
the UNP ia 1948, the Tamil
bourgeois leaders -adopted the
policy of using the political
divisions . in the  Sinhalese
aregas to bargain with one or
other bourgtois-party in order
to 'obtain. what concessions
they could in return . for
parliamentary = support, Ai-
tempts {0 ‘sirengthen this
bargaining power by slectoral
fronts with other parties of
the Tamil-speaking minorities
{¢. £ the “All- Minorities
Froat” of the Tamil Congress
m the Soulbury era, and the
the formation of the “Tamil
United. . - Libetation  Front”
before - .the - 1977  general
election)  were pact of this
process.

But this stategy of the
Tamil bourgeeis leaders also
failed as, after .1956. most -
govermmments had a sufficient
itdjority in Panliameat 1o ruje
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without their support. Co st ¥ s “forths " 6 aceorhodation
quently the“fronts” they thad with thb"ﬁ’f‘l’f’“gévernmenl, a

formed began to disintedrate small sectidr S radical youth |

as more and more unstable or
oppottunist elements capiiu-
lated to the inducements
offered by the Sinhalese
bourgeois leaders,

The ollapse of the tradition-

al strategies of the Tamil
bourgeois leaders and the
refusal  of the bourgeois

governments of the UNP and
SLFP to grant their just
demands has increased the
frustrations among the mass
of SrilLanka Tamils, whose
suppoit the bourgeois Tamil
leaders  had
espousing their demands in
regard to employment, land
(especially in the state spons-
ored colonisation schemes)
and trade. — The peity-
bourgeoisie, supported by
militant sections of the youth;
began to assume an increasing-
ly important position within
the TULF _leadership. As
opposed tothe policy of
accomodation with the UNP
that  the Tamil bourgeois
leaders advocated,  they
demanded the creation of a
separate state of Eelam and
sought to obtain international
suppott fot ifs creation.

The fact that the expected
mternational support did not
materialise  ipcreased  ihe
moods- of frustration and
despair. While, on ihe one
hand, sections of the petiy-
boutgeois forces in the TULE
have tended to join with the
bourgeois forces inthe search

_ that it alone has
enlisted by

began to seek an
mistaken  solution
resort to terrorism,

equally-
through

However, the crisis of
bourgeois strategy and policies
among the Tamils has alse
produced a positive and
welcome radicalisation among
sections of Tamil youth
and certain petty-bourgeois
Tamil leaders, which is
expressed —in the prowing
interest in scientific socialism
and acceptance of the faet
provided
permanent solutions to nation—
al  problems; in growing
interestin the socialist countries
and support for their policies;
and in growing realisation of
the need to develop relations
of friendship and cooperation
with Lelt forces in the South
of Sri Lanka,

SIMILAR

A similar bankruptey® and
crisis has been manifested in
the policies and strategies of
the bourgeois leaders oyer the
question of the Up-country.
Tamuls, i

This 1s seen in the failure
of the UNP’s Citizenship
Acts and the SLFP’s Indo~
Sri Lanka Agreements to solve

this- problem over the past 3

decades.

Based on a so—called theory
of an “absorbable maximum”
and.  substituling agreements



with bourpeois
in India for a settlement
" based on discussions with the
srganisations of theUp country
Tamils themselves, the policy
of the bourgeois parties has
not merely failed 1o end the
“‘statelessness”  of
lakhs of Up-country Tamils
but even created new categories
" of “‘stateless persons'. i

The bourgeois leadership of
the Ceylon Workers Congress.
which first tried toenlist the
support of bourgeois forces in
India to gain its objectives,

has also chosen to join forces
with the UNP once these
attempts did not succeed. But
apart from minor concessions,
the entry of the C, W. C.into
the  UNP Cabinet has not,
and cannot, change the unjust
and subordinate position to
which the Up-country Tamils
have been reduced, both as
workers and as a national
minority.

_ ONLY UNDER
SOCIALISM

The Commuimist Party of
Sri Lanka declares that  no
solution to the problems of the
nationgl  minorities in our
country can be found by ihe
leadership  of the beurgeois
parties, of both majority end
minority commmities,  or
through their policies.

Our Party considers that the
working class forces in our
country must advance iheir
own solutions to the problems

é

governinents

several

of the national minorities and
win support for them among

all progressive and demoeratic

sections of the majority
community and the minoriiies,

This is essential not only
in the interests of social justice
but alse in order to strengthen
the stroggle to defend living
standards and  democratic
rights from the attacks of the
capitalist - parties and their
growing authoritarianism, and
also in order to establish a
real alternative of Left and
democratic forces, led by a
united working  class, that
will take Sri ‘Lanka forward
to socialigm.

History  has shown con-
vincingly that itis ounly under
socialism, where all exploiiative
relations between peoples are
ahbolished, that both secial and
national problems canbe solved
permanently.

The fight for a just and
lasting solution of the prob-
lems of national minorities in
Sri Lanka must  therefore go
hand in hand with the overall
struggle fo bregk out of the
capitalist framework imposed
by the bourgepis leaders and.

parties and (o advance tewards

socialist society,

C.P.S.L
PROPOSALS

Basing itself on the teach-
ings of Marxism-Leninism, on
scientific. communism, lhe
Communist Party of Sri Lanka



states its own proposals in
this matter.

Ag the pariy of the ‘working
class, our Party takes its
fundamental stand on the
internationalism of the pro-
letariat, on the need  for
the fundamental unity
of all working people in
the struggle for their commeon
intercsts, irrespective of dif
ferences of nationality, caste
or religion, We uphold the
principle of unity, fricndship
and  brothethood  between

peoples of different nationalitics

and ethnic communities in fle
same way as we do their
equality.

Our Party seeks to give ex-
pressioh to this . principle,
which transcends all others in
inter-communal relations, by
_ seeking to build the unity of
the workers of all communit-
ies of our country in common
class organisations and in
solidarity with the working
people of all other countries,

thereby helping to forge their.

common  class identity and

solidarity,

At the same time, our Party

accepts and upholds another
fundamental principle of Marx-
ism—Leninism-namely the right
of all nations to self-determin-
ation, including, their right, if
they so desire, to form their
own  state. :

In seekitg a solution 1o the
problems of the Sri Lanka
Tamils, our Party> procesds
from the basic position that

states

national exploitation is a by-
product of the exploitation of
man by man, which i§ the
dominant characteristic of the
capitalist system. We are con-
vingced thai socialism alone
can  guarantee the Tamil
nationality its fundamental
national rights. Therefore, we
believe that the struggles of
of the Sri Lanka Tamils for
their fundamental rights should
be waged in close liasion with
the struggle of all the working
people of Sri Lanka for a
socialist path of development.
For these reasons, we consider
that the demand for the divis-
fon of Sri Lanka into two
is detrimental to the
interests of both the working
ciass and the oppressed mino-
rities of Sri Lanka.

Therefore, while accepting
the right of the Tamil nationa-
lity to self-determination, otr
Party proposes that this right
shounld be exercised’ through
implementing the principle of
regional autonomy within a
unitgry state. This, we are
convinced, will  strengthen
the wunity of the working
people of all nationalities of
our country in their struggles
for npational and social
liberation.

While Communists working
among the Sinhalese masses
advocate the acceptance of the
right of the Tamil nationality
to self-determination, Com-
munists who work among the
Tamil masses stress the need
to find forms of expressing
this right to self-determinat-

©
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ion without dividing Sri Lanka
into separate states.

As a means of restoring
the  Sinhalese

unity betwzen
and Tamil communiiies and
‘achieving their fraternal co-
operation in the overall strug-
gle for the vital interest of the
masses, and for democratic
rights, social progress and
socialism, our Party advoe-
ates: —

(1) Common acceptance and
application of the principle
of regional atutonomy, with
provision for setiing up
one or more autonomous
regions in the Northen
and Bastern areas of Sri
Lanka, according to the
wishes of the peoples of
these areas: and with the
right for such autonomous
regions to amalgamate, if
they so desire;

2) The guarantee that every
citizen of Sri Lanka will
have the right to deal
with, and be dealt with,
in his own language
by the government and
the couris; as well as the
right to live and work in
any part of the country.

Qur Party is convinced that,
onge these guiding principles
are accepted, it will not be
difficult to work out, through
mutual and friendly discus-
sions, dctails regarding the
powers and functions of the
autonomous regions, their
relations  with  the central
administration, and the res-

&

pective ways in which Sinhala
and Tamil, which are both

national langusges ~of Sri
Lanka, will be used in the
ceniral government and the
AULONOMOUS regions.
ACCEPTANCE
Our Party 15 happy that

there is growing acceptance in
the Left movenient and among
the minorities of the correcl-
ness ol its propesals regard-
ing s¢lf-determination fer the
8ri Lanka Tamils and its
expressien through resional
autonomy. I is cerfaip that
if the lLeft parties actively
and unitedly campaign for
these principles, even broader
acceptance of them can be
achieved. _.

Our  Party also - fights
aciively, and urges all other
Left and democratic forces to

‘do the same, against all dis-

criminations which  ypeople
from the national minorities
experience “in  fislds such as
education, "employment and
social  bencfits provided by
the state. This includes dis
advantages that arise. from
discriminatory interprétfation
and application of the laws
regarding the official latiguage
and citizenship.

We oppose all attempts to
suppress agitation for the re-
dress of the just gricvanees of
the minorilies through sfates
of emergency, dracorian laws,
or the use of the armed services
of the stale for repression or
for occupation of their  lerri-



toriss, It is through winning
the confidence of (e pational
minorities and through respect
for the woluntary principle
that a solution to inler—
communal telations can be
seached, and not by force or
threats of force.

UP—COUNTRY
T A_MILS

~_In regard to the Up=country
Tamils. our Party advocales
thatt="

{1y All persons, who have ap-
plied for Sri Lankacifizen-
ship under the 1964 and
1974 Endo-Sri Lanka agree-
menty, but who werc
not registered as such be-
fore the agresments lapsed
should immediately be
given Sri Lanka citizen-
ship.

All other stateless persons
of Indian origin resident
in Sri Lanka should bhe
piven a definite date before
which they should apply
for 8¢l Lankan or lodian
citizenship, and  those
who apply for Sri Lankan
citizepship should be given
such citizenship: and

Discussions  should  be
held with the government
of India to evolve . a
scheme  whereby  both
those parsons who applied
for Indian  eitizenship
under the 1964t and 1974
agreements and  are still
in Sri Lanka, and those

others who apply tor
Indian citizenship under
the new OppOFtity proyi-
ded are gecepied as Indian
citizens and can  retarn
to fndia at retiving age or
at any earlier time that
they voluntanly decide to

do s0.
All neessary steps shonld
be taken o see that

those who become Sri Lan-
kans are able to do  so  On
a basis of equality with other
citizens.. In this connection,
all estate schools and dispen-
saries should be mgorporated
into the national systems of
education and health, and the
“line” system under  which
these people are segregdted on
gstates should be  abolished
and replaced by proper hous-
ink that corresponds to the
needs of settled communitics.

The Up-country Tamils, the
majority of whom are plani-

alion workers, constilnte &
great Source of  strength for
the working class of our

country In addition'to ending
their - exclusion from  the
democratic process, the separ-
ation  (introduced by the
bourgeois leaders) that exists
hetween them and the rest of
the organised  working cluss
moverment should be speedily
ended. They should be more
and more assogtated in com-
mon struggles ‘and  common
class organsations with the
mainstream  of the working
class movement,



In regard to the Srei Fanka
Moors, our Party solidarises
with the progressive move-
ments among the youth and
intelligensia of this community
that are developing under the
inffuence of the spectacular
advances mady by the Muslim
populations in the Central

- sAsian Republics of the Soviet
Union under the socialist
system, and as a resull of their
feelings of solidarity with the
anti-imperialist strugeles of the
Argb and  other Muslim

“peoples, ' 2

We support the efforts of
these forces to make common
cause  with  the Left and
democratic movements of this
country against the donminat-
ion of the community by
capitalist leaders, and also
asainst the attempts of both
imperialism  and its Mao-ist

,allies to blunt their anti-
fimperialism by diverting it
iilo bigotry  or anti-socialist
positions, :

Que. Party advocates that,

due to the hustorically-inberit=

1)

and the national

ed cducutional and othe r
disadvantages from which the
Sri Lanka Moers still suffer.
special national arrangements
should be made, (especially in
the 4ccess te higher education)
to enable them to overcome
these disadvantages as rapidly
4s possible,

The cultural rights, as well
as the religious beliefs and
customs, of othér small inter
spersed minorities that have

lived in Sri Lanka for several
generations, should also be
respected.

The Communist Party of

Sri Lanka appeals to all Left
and democratic forces, both
among the Sinhalese people
minorities.
Lo come together in support
of such a programme that can
not only help to replace racial
suspicions  and animosities
with feelings of mutual trust:
but alse unite all Eeft and
democratic foreés in tle fight
against neo-colonialism and
capilalist domination and for
a bright socialist futare,
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