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THE WORK OF THE CEYLON
R. N. V. R.

By A Sun-JIEUTENANT.

YHE sixth anniversary of the
Ceylon R. N. V. R. has
recently passed. My  memory
takes me back to the early days of
the Ceylon Naval Volunteer Force
“as it was called then. Tt consisted
of & handful of officers and twenky-
eight signalmen-gunners, Of theso
original twenty-eight, ten are today
Commissioned Officers including
myself, the rest are Petty Officors
or Leading Rates,

Beforo the war we used o meet
in the evenings after a hard dsy’s
work in office for signalling
exercise, boat pulling and to learn
how to make the various knots and
gplices and box -the compass.
* Sunday morning used to be a great

day as there was so much time for
boat pulling and for wrestling with
-the intricacies of mine-sweeping.
At times we pub to sea ab noon on
Saturdays for an exercise sweep.
Tnvariably everything wont wrong.
The seas wero rough, the sweep
swwould mnot run, the wires would
part, the signal flags were not
Q'fhﬁre they should have been and
although everyone admitted it
_was good fun, they were happiest
on the way back to harbour. We
‘had an Officer Instructor and a
Warrant - Officer, both R. N.
retired, to give us instruction and
the necessary R. N. background:
The Officer Instructor is no longer
with us. Many a story is related
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of him. One rating had the
misfortune o be seen by him in
plain clothes while on leave clad in
groy flannels and a sports coat.
“What the ruddy hell are you
doing in these togs !’ he asked.
“ Vou look like Harry Tate, third
rate comodian ¥ . This rating
among other things happened to be
s firat rate entertainor and was very
hurt, He later went to his Divi-
sional Officer and said, * Excuseme,
Sir, but do I look like Harry Tate,
third rate comedian ¢
Pasco-timomanceuvres at Trinco-

malee were also very

Playing interesting. I remember .
At gtanding on the Town

War, pier for six hours at

night not daring to gmoke
a cigaroite watching closely for
enemy landings. We were playing
at war. I didn’t imagine that we
would be really at war before the
year was out: y
. On September 2, 1939 the
whole Force wps mobilized. All
civil attachments were cast aside
and we went bang into a job which
wo knew little about and did it.
1t was hard work at the start. We
nsed to sail hefore daylight and
sweep the channel inwards and
outwards until late in the after-
noons, The seas were ab their
worst. In harbour we were fully’
engaged in learning the shipy
checking stores and trying to
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Ceylon War Froni— No. 10.
master the use of the ships arma-
ment and other equipment. We
were new to Naval customs and
Naval j_argon At the start some
thought that  streaming the log *
meant throwing the log-book over-
board and that an Azimnth micror
was a type of shaving mirror, A
gimalman once raced aft and
shouted *‘let go forward 7.

Most of us took the sea well I
must say. There was however
one diffioult case of marine pros-

tration. When the Captain sent for
him he gtoaned, * Qo away, Hven
if God calls me Tm not-

going ’

We were also called upon very
often to tow a Battle practice
target for H. M. ships to
fire at. The target was
as big as our tug if not
bigger, and with a high
wind and g2a this was a tricky
businoss. DMore than once shelly
dropped uncomfortably close to ns.
It was a great pride to work for
H. M. ships or with H, M. ships as
we sometimes did.

Al the start of the war we
manned an H. M, trawler and a
Port Commission tug, In 1940
tho CUeylon Goyernment purchased
a converted armed trawler from
the United Kingdom. The (. N
V. F. oflicers and crew to man this
vessel travelled to Port Said in
order to take delivery of her and
brought the vessel from there to
Cf)imnba in April, 1940, In 1941
the Admiralty lent us two con-
verted whalers and we  were
entrusted with patrol duties,

Shells
Ahoy !

Day and nicht we were on
patrol searching hard for enemy
submarines. Our  ships  were
equipped to fight submarines and
though we looked forward  to

meetmg them we were nof
hicky. Towards the end of 1942

C.N. V. . vossels began to under-
take escort duties. Oeccasionally
we get tho opportunily of
making ocean voyages to licht-
houses in the Indian Ocean
taking relief lichtkeepers and
provigions. This pleasant devi-
ation from our normal duties is
welecomed.,

Recenily one of our ships had
oceasion to cross the line, that isto
say, the equator. Now there is

an old Naval custem

Father that is obscrved when
Neptune this happens. Father
& Neptune and all his
Garmen satellities come aboard

Miranda. and any of the erew who

have not erossed the line
before ave placed in a chair, shaved
with & large wooden razor and
tipped into a canvas bath of
sea water,  Wather Neptuno then
gives them certificates to say that
they have had the christening,
The ceremony was ohserved .on

board our ship with one slight

deviation or shall T say improve-
ment. Father Neptune  was
attended by Carmen Miranda and
two boats that happened to be on
board painted in red and green.
I eannot describe how Carmen was

clad. ANlI can say was that her
contours were slightly exagoerated,
4
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and that she looked “ deadly " as
our C. R. N. V. R. ratings wonld
say.

The Easter air raid of 1942 was
the time we received our baptism of
fire. T was at sea at that time in
one of our small vessels on patrol.
I had done the middle watch and
came up on deck in the morning.
The bright sunshine hurt my eyes,
In a flash the sky was full of roaring
planes. It was hard to tell which
was which and T went scampering
up to the bridge for orders to open
fire. A Jap plane swooped down
on us and bullets were whistling
all over. We blazed away with
whatever armament we had. The
second time wo were ready for him.
Luckily there were no casualties
hut we later found bullet holes in
the ventilators, bulk-heads and
even on the bridge. The whole
' erew displayed great ecalm and
presence of mingd,

Another of our vessels at the
time of the air raid went along-

gide a burning vesgel in

Bombs  the harbour while bombs
were were falling. Parties
falling. were placed on board the

burning ship and were

successful in removing ammunition
trom her gun platforms to places of
safety, During the raid on Trinco-
malee C, N. V. F. personnel were
fully occupied in passing signals
throughout the raid. The conduct
of the Signalmen at this exposed
position was most commendable.
One officer and one rating were
slightly injured by a bomb which

6

fell in the dockyard area. Other
bombs fell near the C. N. V. F.
barracks there without however
causing cagualties or damage,

In several cases we were first on
the scene after hostile action
against Merchant shipping. Here
is the version of the Commanding
Officer of ore of our ships of one
such inecident. “ At midnight
roceived orders to sail forthwith.
Awful night. Black as pitch and
pelting rain. T went on board the
Depot ship for detailed orders and
returned at once to gst under
way. Cleared the harbour. All
obstacles missed by the grace
of God. We had embarked =&
Surgeon-Licutenant and a Sick
Bay Petty Officer. Outside we
hit a packet. The visitors were
most awe-inspired. Anyhow, we
battled on against head-wind and
gea for the remainder of the night,
and all the following day until 2230
when we reached the estimated
position. Decided to turn East,
Four minutes afterwards sighted
and recovered what proved to be
the copper tank of a large life-
boat. We were: on the correct
trail. Botween one and two in the
morning the keen eys of the
Officer of the Watch spotted a
faint flashing light to the South.
Went to ““ action stations™ and
ingreased to full speed. 1 mads a
very watchful approach, and half
an hour later switched -on an Aldis
light and saw a lifeboat. We took
on board the second mate, fourth
Engineer and eleven men. They
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had been bailing continuously.
The boat splintered by shrapnel
half filled with water even while
the men were being disembarked.
Ons of them had a broken leg. In
the ovening received orders to
return and set course for homa.
Made a good land-fall at dawn and
- was I pleased or was 127
In October, 1943, the ¥orce
was accepted by the Admiralty
and became the Ceylon
Twenty- Royal Naval Volunteer

fold. Reserve. It is  said
that the Royal Indian
Navy has inereased  tenfold.

The €. N. V. R. has increascd
twenty-fold. Every single officer
and rating who joined fthe Fores
since its inception has volunteered
for General Service with the R. N,
anywhere in the world, The
Force is oxpanding daily. We are
commissioning bigger and better
ships and more men are wanted,
A number of sentry posts all over

Ceylon War Front—Na. 10,

Colombo are manned by our
ratings. For the more ambitious
and intelligent ratings openings
are available for specialization
in Signals, Wireless Telegraphy,
Gunnery, Submarine detection and
a wvariety of harbour defence
duties. We have also a Coders
branch for those who prefer this.
Both officers and men are
frequently sent to Bombay for
oourses, Scamen Lascars and
Stokers with experience are also
required. 1 saw recently the
results of the 8. 8. €. and Matri-
culation examinations publishad
in the papers. Some of the
suceessful candidates will no doubt
be continuing their education which
it will not be desirabls to interrupt,
but others may be looking for
employment and the Ceylon
R. N. V. R. offers a fine opening.
Well educated young men are
needed for this service although we
consider every case,

PRICE CONTROL (FOOD)

THE general public knows
control from one end,
the Customer’s end. Tn this article
an atlempt is made to give some
ingight into the mattor from the
other end—the Controller’s,

Price Control in Ceylon is ad-
ministered by what is known as

the direct method. The Controller
of Prices—and this term includes
both Price Controllers and all their
Deputies and  Assistants s
empowsred by law to fix a maxi-
mum price for the sale of any
commodity which in his opinion is
or is likely to be in short supply,
or in respect of which he considers
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No. 10.
there has been an unreasonable
increase in price. In deciding
whether or not a commodity
should be price controlled he mnst
not however lose sight of the fact
that increase of production of
certain foodstuffs is all important
in wartime, and by far the greatest
inducement to increase production
is the possibility of making large
profits. In such cages he may not
decide a price i unreasonable
until it is very considerably higher
than in pre-war times. This parti-
eularly applies in the case of such
locally-produced foodstuffs as eggs,
milk, fruit and vegetables, With
imported foodstuffs the ruling
factor—but by no means, ag I shall
explain later, the only factor—
must obviously be the landed cost
“in Ceylon, Prices can be fixed
to operate in one area only (e.q.,
Colombo) or for the whole of
Ceylon ; though in the former case
the Controller at onee sends details
to his deputies in the provineces
and requests them to fix prices for
their aveas based on the Colombo
prices.

Cleylon War Front

How is the fixed price deter-

mined ? This is no simple matter,
The public must be
No Simple adequatcly protected,

but on the other hand
tull consideration musk
be given to the very great diffi-
culties experienced by merchants
in wartime whoe are trying to make
g living in difficult ciremmstances
with a very much reduced turnover

matter.

8

of goods which are only obtained
or produced with difficulty and at
considerable expense. The Con-
troller must study and reconcile
the interests of both parties ; from
experience ho has a good working
knowledge of market eonditions ;
his inspectors interview merchants
in their shops and offices, officials
at the Customs and other public
offices, and furnish reports; con-
ferences of those particularly inter-
ested are frequently called and
different view points bronght up
for diseussion. The Controller has,
of course, the power to call for and
examine any trade documents
relating to food, but in practice
he finds that most of the principal
merchants are anxious to supply
him with the information he
requires.

I can personally say how much
I appreciate their assistance, and
I consider that the ready offer of
expertadvice and technical informa-
tion to Government aunthorities
iz one of the most useful ways in
which merchants ecan perform
publie service in wartime.

Price Orders have to be dratted
with particular care to ensure that
they are as compre-

A Misplaced heusive as possible, al-
Comma. low for every contin- ¢
gency and leave no

doubt in the minds of traders and
customers alike as to what ave their
legal rights and ' obligations. A
misplaced comma in & Price Order
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has cansed an otherwise cast iron
prosecution fo fail.  In some cases
a rvetail price only is fixed: at
other times it is necessary to fix
an importer’s or producers: prmea,
a wholesale price and a retail price
allowing \a reasonable profit for
each transaction. Forms of obli-
gatory receipts are also laid down
together with conditions of sale

such as mon-adulteration, condi-
tional sales, separate stalls and
conspicuons display of public
notices. '

As in the case of all offences
against the law, enforcement is
mainly & matter for the police,
and the Inspector-General is con-
ducting | a wvigorous campaign
against profiteers. A Price Con-
trol Bureau has been set up in
Colombo  Police  Headquarters
under an Asgistant Superintendent
who i8 an expert on enforce-
ment problems and is responsible
for the general organization of
enforeement throughout the Pro-
vinces and advising on difficult
cases.  One of the most important
duties of this officer is to register
returns of stores and stocks of price-
controlled articles (a legal require-
‘ment) and convey the miormatmn
to the. Price Control authori-
ties immediately concerned. The
bazaar areas of Pettah and Mara-
dana, where the bulk of teads in
the commoner foodstuffs ishanedled,
are supervised by ancther Assistant
Superintendent who has a special
office with a staff trained in price
control matters on the spot.
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In addition to the work done by
the police, the Controller of Prices
(Food) has a staff of

Information. nearly 100 inspectors
employed in prevent-

ing food and price control offences
and assisting: traders and the
genoral pub]ic with information on
the subject. Most of these in-
spectors are posted throughout the
Island working under Deputy Con-
trollers of Prices in charge of
Districts, but a dozen or so are
always stationed in OOl{lﬁ‘bQ work-
ing from the Head Office o from

the apm;al P . Iniformation
Office sitnated next door \to \the
Price csatrol Station in . the

bazaar aaleg. of thePebtaly. As t}he
name suggests, this offico is/mainly
(3()31136’1‘:{1(‘%g Wﬂh the colleetion And
disseminationvof information on
food and price eontrolmatters. The
movement of stocks of foodstuffs
are followed, shops are constantly
visited and hooks and stores in-
spected, arvivals of cargoes in the
Port ave noted, and frequent
patrols are sent out to walch trans-
actions and detect offences in the
principal city markets. Traders
and members of the public obtain
ugeful information from thiy office

and valuable reports are sent
to the Head Office of the
Controlier.

The Controller and his Deputios
and Assistants must devote a
00 nsiderable portion of

heir thme in an examina-
tion of eases and review
of the law. A constant
being waged between tho

Gonstant ©
Batile.

battle is
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profiteers who are quick to detect
and take advantage of loop holes
in the law, and the Price Control
anthorities who must spot these
loop holes and have them immedi-
. ately closed by redrafting of Price
Orders or amendment or additions
to regulations. We obtain con-
giderable assistance in these duties
from an officer of the Attorney-
General’s Department who hag been
assigned the fask of advising in
matters of Food and Price Control
law and conducting the more
difficult cases in court.

One of the most important
duties of the Controller is to make
sure that the prices he fixes secure
immediate and wide publicity.
This is not a simple matter as in
most cases different prices are fixed
for separate districts and are
frequently vevised and varied.

The popular idea that prinfed lists
of all fixed prices should at all times
be readily available to any meniber
of the public wha wanted one

would not I fear be practicable

as such a document if compre-
hensive would be difficult to follow
and would have to be printed in
guch large numbers and republished
so frequently with up-to-date
amendments that the ecapacity
of our already overworked Pregs
would ‘not be equal to the
task.

Publicity is achieved by the
following methods. First, and
most important, every Price Order
must be published in full in the

10

Governmment Gazeite which is sub-
geribed to by most of the prineipal
merchants who doubtless arrange
to have all notices dealing with
prices carefully noted by those of
their employees concerned and
filed for easy reference.

Onco a week the Conftroller
publishes in all the principal news-
papoers the maximum  prices for
Colombo or for the Itland as a
whole fixed by him in the eourse of
the week. Once a month he g
publishes in similsr manner a
notice giving the current maximum
prices of all important, controlled
foodstuffs. When a Deputy Price
Controller fixes a price for his
District he wusually has leaflets
giving dotails of the Order printed
locally for distribution to fraders
and others concermed i the
Distriet. :

The Price Control Burean at
Colombo  Police  Headquarters
gends out details of Price
Ask the Orders to police stations
Police. throughout the Island
and each Price Control
Inspector working in & chief head.-
man’s division receives direct from
the Government Printer a copy ofﬁ]
that part of the Govermment®
Gazette which deals with prices.
Ho if a member of the publio
reguires to know the fixed price of
any commodity and has missed&
the newspaper notices, he can
apply to the local police, the Price -
Contrel Inspector in his avea, the
local Kacheheri, orif in Colombo,
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by telephone to the Price Control
Information Office at Dam street.

Lord Woolton, the former British
Food Minister, put the following
very pertinent question to the
British Public: “It takes two
to make a Black Market—are you
one 27 1 have so far attempted
to show you something of what
Government is doing to defeat one
of these Black Market patrties, but
the history of Price Control from
the time of the Roman Empire
has shown that even the death
penalty and the most rigorous
action by Government authorities
are inadequate to ensure a
watertight and completely effective
control.

It is not possible to vanguish
one party to the Black Market,
unless the other party, that is the
purchaser, is made an ally and %o
enable this alliance to be formed
it is essential that the general
public should appreciate the
urgent need for a control, and
resolve to give their whole-hearted
co-operation to the authorities in
making control effoctive.

As long as the average cibizen is
prepared to pay an exorbitant price
provided he gets the goods he
reguires, there will always be found
many traders who will only sell ab
exorhitant prices, no matter what
laws are passed, what staff employ-
ed and what active enforcement

measures are taken by the autho-

rities. Propaganda and common
gense  have convinced most
people of the need for Price

11
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Control in wartime, but how few
are the citizens who are sufficiently
strong minded to play the part
assigned to them in enforcing
control.
In Price Control every member
of the public should be a self-
conatituted Police-
Every Man man. He should not
a Polite- only refuse to pay a
man. cent more than the
controlled price for any
article, and persuade his friends and
rolations to do likewise, but he
should rofuse to tolerate illegal
sales in his presence. Few trades-
men would have the moral courage
to overcharge or make a conditional
sale in public if every person in or
near his shop at the time called him
a rogue and told him to act
honestly. Any customer has the
legal right to insist on being given
a written receipt if he thinks he is
being swindled in the purchase of a
price-controlled article, and he
should also see that an accurate
price list is exhibited for public
inspection in a prominent position.
He should at once report to the
police or local Price Control autho-
rities any cases of ovorcharging,
refusal to give receipts, absence of
price lists, &e., which he cnepunters,
and should be propared to give
evidenee in court if necessary.
Much assistance in this way has
already been given by the public,
but it should be borne in mind that
the success or failure of Price
Control in Ceylon depends largely
on the readiness of the general
public to play their part.
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HITLERISM AND HISTORY

HE verdiet of the historian

is not always right. His
judgments are sometimes upset
in later ages and roversed

by the vast appeal court of the
learned opinions of nations and
peoples far removed from the times
and personalities recorded.

Yet there are general conclusions
that crystalize into proverb and
slide into epigram. So that when
a historian said that ‘° Power
corrupts, and absolute power
corrupts absolutely ', he made a
statement  that will outlive
governments and dynasties.

Hitlerism is absolute power cor-
rupting absolutely. Tt professes
to speak for the German people
but the German people have no
free voice in the affairs of their
country ; they are like domb driven
cattle herded together and jostled
around by sinistor * eowhoys™
with machine guns at the ready.
They have lost the chance to speak
out, they can do go now only at
the prico of their lives.

If the German people cannot
speak their opinions it follows
naturally that the German Press
cannot write as it pleages. In the
democracies tho Press oceupies a
privileged position. The strategy,
the policy and the personalitics
of both Britain and Amorica have
been repeatedly criticized and some-
fimes with bitterness. This has
been taken seriously but not with
pique. XNo one has been sont to a

concentration camp for writing in
an uncomplimentary manner about
the leaders of the Government. On
the contrary Pressmen are invited
to conferences where they are at
liberty to ask questions at will,
If sometimes a few questions are
not answered it is solely due to
the fact that in time of war reasons
of security do not permit the
publication of information that
will be of value to the enemy.

The Press in Hitler’s Germany,
however, has no such liberty. It
cannot publish any

Mental  opinions except speci-
Biack-out. ally prepared com-
muniques  emanating

from the Propaganda Bureau of
the German Reich and statements
which are approved by the Govern-
ment. Here is an example of
absolute power enjoyed by the
dominant people who control the
Government. Corruption not only
follows hut actually precedes such
a position, Only a Government
already corrupt can bring to bear
on the Press and people the burden
of a mental black-cut so total as
that which oppresses Germany.

Let us imagins for a moment the
well-known under-world of great
western cities so well portrayed for
us in & certain type of film. " If, for
ingtance, a gang of these men ac-

complished a coup @etaf  and
wrested the key pogitions of
power in a democratic country
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what would they have to do if they
were to continue in power for any
length of time %

Firstly they would “ bump off =
(in true gangster style) the guard-
jans of liberty in that country,
the police, military, and political
chiefs who would be up in arms
against them. Then they would
start a reign of terror so as to
preak the spirit of those who might
dare denounce them. They would
justify in some way the killings
they had ordered ; and to do that
they would invent some convincing,
or at least plansible story about the
activities of those who had been
killed. The Press would be care-
fully censored to prevent a single
adverse comment.

Quick recognition of ** apprecia-
tion " would follow and jobs in the

public services would
Regimented go to the converts 1o
Horror. the new ¢ message .
Houses and individuals
would be watched by secret police ;
high positions would go 10 the
{raitors of their counfry’s froe-
dom and the freedom of their
fellows : life would become a regi-
mented horror and the entire
country a concentration camp.

Tt is only under these conditions
that it would be possible for a
ganggber regime to continue in
power. 1f free criticism and ex-
pressions of opinion were allowed

no such hegemony would be
possible. There would bo agitation

against the illegality of proceedings,
the wisdom of policies and {he

13
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choice of leaders. There would be
demands for a general election in
which the new gang would find no
favour.

This iz not an amusing or a
crazy analogy. These things actu-
ally happened in Germany. The
National Socialists it is true, hegan
as a political party, but all along it
was planned and organized for a
coup and seizure of power. Gireat
craft and much guile were employed
to bring about the necessary
conditions for the final blow.
Power passed into the hands of
Hitler and his henchmen and power
soon corrupted absolutely. The
word ¢ Democracy ”’ became a
cruel reminder of freedom once
enjoyed but no longer real.

To appease the growing wrath of
the common people Hitler found
outlets for their energy and themes
for their thoughts. He gave them
the sadistic pleasure of baiting the
Jews., And when that had, after
a time, no attractions, he led them
into war.

War is an old establishod way
of leading a dissatisfied people up

the garden path. Tyrants
Up the have used it throu ghout his-
Garden tory.. When a people com-
Path. plain about domestic poli-

cies, wise, heartless tyranny
gives them WAR! When vie-
tories follow there may be tempo-
ravy elation, but the price of war
mugt be paid in human lives and
human  misery. The German
people haye paid dearly for this
already and the purchase price 18
not yet fully paid.
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Absolute power for Hitler and his
gunmen will bring destruction on
themselves and the German people
they havemisled. Nothing can stop
this ; it is the logical historical end.

History will record another
attempt to stamp out the will of a
people and the democratic way of
life, a way we have followed in the

British Commonwealth, a way of
equal opportunity and equal rights,
History will link Hitler with those
who played with a nation’s will
and civilization’s liberty. He will
be also linked with the megolo-
mania which has induced more than
one adventurer to attempt the
conquest of the world,

MESSAGE OF $SAVING

I ARGE numbers of people are
—  mnow fully convinced of the
need to save. The Savings Move-
ment has progressed, and thero
are today 60 Savings Commit-
tees in tho island, mostly under
the Chairmanship of Goyvernment
officials. These Committees work
in their areas, advertising the
movement and generally encourag-
ing people to save all they can
spare.

The schools have given great
strength to the moyement. There
are 2,752 Savings Groups formed
in schools.

323 Bavings Groups have been
formed in Government Depart-
mentg, 54 in Mercantile Offices, and
70 in estates.

4 little over 50 million rupees
have now been invested by the
Ceylon public in Government Loans
and Bavings Certificates.

There aro still, however, many
people who have not acquired the
saving habit. It cannot be for
lack of opportunity as Savings
Certificates can be bought at any
Post Office or Kachcheri and the
purchase value of a Nive rupee
Certificate is only Rs. 4°25. The
bost course for the average person
i8 to form Groups in their offices,
and thus buy monthly Certificates.
The Commissioner War Savings
Movement, Colombo, will be pleased
to supply any detailed information
to anyone interestod. .

Buy Savings Cortificates and
Government War Loans.
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FOOD FRONT

The onion harvest gathered at the Mawanella Rural School,

'FHL-S photograph was taken only about 6 pounds. The gulf
- at the Mawanella Rural canbebridged by scientificmethods,
School which had a bumper onion Strict adherence to the methods
harvest recently. worked out by the Agricultural
B D WAR, . Paul, the Divisions] L opartment iwlll, heing velcome

Agricultural Officer in charge of o,

Food Production, states that from There iz to be an island-wide
one pound of onjons planted he competition among the schools and
obtained a yicld of 40 pounds. awards of mearly 312 medals are
But most of the schools obtained to be made.
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The first fifty schools which
produce food to a value of Rs. 500
will be given these awards.

Medals are also to be given to
pupils who assigh in food euliivation
who have the largest sums to their
credit either in the Post Office
Savings Bank or in War Savings
Certificates.

Twelve medals are to be awarded
to Inspectors of Schools who
achieve the best results.

There are 6,000 Rural Schools,
and if each school produeed its

quota of food, ¢.e., to the value of
Rs. 500, there would be a total
production to the value of Rs. 3
million for the year. Not only
schools, but every individual
household has a duty to the conntry.

There should be hardly anyone

who could honestly say he or she
had no time to plant even one bed
of onions, bandakka, or any other
vegetable. 1If everyone played a
part, however small, the total
combined result would be mighty
and would benefit the entire
nation, e
Grow more Food.

MODEL V. V. C.

rTHE Victory Volunteer Centres

continue te do good work,
But one Centre has been specially
commended by an officer who
inspeeted a mnumber of them
recently.

This Centre, he reports, is a
model, and is situated in an ideal
spot. The Convener has spent
about Rs. 500 on this V. V. C.
He gotz several daily newspapers
for the bhenefit of those who
trequent the CUentre. He has also
gifted furniture and hoards for
putting up posters sent by the

16

Department. The report says that
evervthing was neat and tidy at
this Centre.

Apart from this much good work
has been done.
fostered the food drive and the
War Savings Movement in addition
to  cdisgeminating correct news
about the war, DPublicity on maf-
ters concerning public  health
has also been given. The people
in the area appreciate the
keenness of the Convener
and arve readily co-operating with
him.
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JAPANESE

FORTRESS

By Warter Luoas.

O iwo events have had »
greater impact wpon Japan-
ege strategy in the Pacifie war
than the Russian vietory at
Stalingrad and the Allied trinmiph
in Nprth Adrica. Whatever may
be  the degree of military
cu-operation between Berlin and
Tokyo there is one thing certain :
the fortunes of war in Furope have
a direct effeet upon Japanese
thinking and planning.

When the Japanese struck on
December 7, 1841, the general war
situation looked pretty good for
the Axis. With the Germans deep
in the (ancasus and the British
standing precariously at bay in the
Middle Kast, ths Japanese must
have calenlated that the war in
Europe was bound to end in a
victory for the Nazis, or at worst
in a stalemate. In either case the
Pacitic was more or less clear for
unchecked Japanese depredations.
Ag things then stood, Japan counld
acquire an empire al a minimum
- cost and would have ample time to

consolidate and exploib it.

Witk first the German disaster

at Stalingrad and then the final
crushing  defeat of the CGerman
armies in Tunisis, the whole aspect
of the global war changed. Looked
at from Tokyo, an Axis defeat

became, for the first time, a
probability. As far as the Pacific

17

was concerned, it meant that
within a ressonable space of time
the whole weight of the Allied
military forces would be turned
upon Japan. No longer was ib
possible to look at the future as a
period of more or lesg leisurely
expansion and consolidation.

[t became immediately necessary
to call a halt to conguest and
throw a powerful forfified rving
aronnd the newly-acquired empire
g0 that when the Allied assault
came it might either fail or be so
costly as to make negotiation a
probability. :

This defensive line was to run
from the Andaman Islands in the

Indian Ocean to Kiska

Breach in the Aleutians. It in-
in cluded the Netherlands
Defenses. Indies, Timor, New
Cuinea, New Britain,

with & protective spur pushing
south in the Solomons, the Gilbert
and Bllice Islands. On paper thiz
was a formidable hastion and was
supported at convenient intervals
by important baszes such as Singa-
pore, Sourabaya, Rabaul, Truk, and
a soore of heavily-defended atolls in
the Central Pacific. It was also
protected by an interlocking
system of airfields.

To attack this line the Allies
would have had 4o launch
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amphibious operations of great
complexity, since there were no air-
fields within fighter range of the
enelny positions and everywhere
hundreds of miles of open sea had
to be crossed hefore the Japs
could be got at.

All this would have been very
well if the Japanese had not
allowed their defenses to be
breached, almost by default, in
New Guinea, The key to the whele
of the Southwest Pacific area is
the great patural harbour and
potential airfield at WMilne Bay
on the south-eastern tip of Papua.

In May, 1942, the Japanese pre-
pared a formidable amphibian
foree to capturs Port Moreshy and
possibly strike at Anstralia’s east
coast. This fleet faint-heartedly
turned back after suffering some

" casualties in contach with very
much weaker sllied naval unita,
Even so, Milne Bay and the strate-
gically-placed  Probriand and
Woodlark Islands were still open
to oceupation.

When the enemy made an abor-
tive attempt to seize Milne Bay
in Beptember, 1942,

- in

Two Months it was already two
Too Late. months too late.
From that point, -

which also marked the eapture of
Guadaleanal airfield, the Japanese

defensive line in the Rabaul area

was definitely dented.

Now 16 months later the whole
of the enemy’s position in the
South-west Pacifie has almost com-
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pletely erumbled. With the elimi-
nation of the Japanese forces at
Buna and Guadaleanal in the carly
part of 1943 the enemy was com-
pelled bo change over to a
defensive strategy, Bincethen there -
have been fow signs of any enemy
counteroffensive reacticn to our
forward moves.

From time to time solomn warn-
ingg of & great massing of Japa-
nese land, naval and air forces for
offengive action have been issued
from zesponsible Allied sources.
But thus far there has been little
to back them up.

Sines the midsummer of 1943
the Japanese have heen steadily
retreat in the South-west
Pagific. Severalthousand men were
sacrificed at Munda and around
HSalamaua to delay our advance.
A fow thousand more were left to
their doom at Fmachhafen and
Bougainville for the same purpose.
Elsewhere at the Trobriand and
Woodlark Tslands, at Lae and
Mono we have struek with massive
force against thin air, At no time
in six months has the weight of
Japanecse naval or air strength
fallen upon our advancing
colutnns.

The fact is that the Japaness do
not mind how many men they
condemn to die in the Pacifio
jungles, just so long az they can
postpone the evil hour of decision, -
singe at this stage of the war they
cannot afford to risk a major
defeat by air or sea. :
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The position in the European
war and America’s swift recovery
from initial defeat, as well az local
reverses, have upset the whole of
Tokyo's planning and have made
4 mnew strategy cssential. The
writing on the wall iz blackening
hoth on the eastern and western
Fhorizons. With the losses in planes
band ships which the Japanese
have suffered singe Pearl Harbour,
they ¢an mno longer hold in

= sufficient strength the whole of the

immenze  defensive
which they tried to
their conguests.

If Japan is still to challenge us
suecessfully she must fall Tack
upon & shorter line. in any case,

perimeter
get around

g when New Guinea is reconquered,

“ser 10!.1‘*1}'

which is now just & matter of
~ time, her holdings in the Dutch
151andb north of Australia will be
outfanked and conse-
quently will be diffiealt, if not

impossible, to hold.
While the enemy is sacrificing a
few more thousand troops to de-
lay ur in the Rabaul area,

Allied there seems every indi-
Power cation that they are now
ounts. preparing for their last

stand on a line north of

" the Equator, anchored at one end at
+ Camranh Bay in Indo-Ching and at
1"’che other on the myriad highly forti-

icfied atolls in the Marshall Islands.

No. 10,

Between these two points they
will fight in North Borneo, the
Philippines, in the Carolines, at
Truk, 800 miles north of Rabmll

This will invoi¥e~ihe surrender
after local resistance of Malaya,
Burma, the N. 1. I. fbut then inthe
present circumstances there is not
much else they can do.

This strategy has been forced
upon the Japanese by the inexor-
able logic of war. There is one
thing the enermy at this stage can-
not afford to do and that is to split
their reduced mnaval and air
strength, theveby risking a piece-
meal defeat, in an endeavour to hold
all the swag they have grabhed.

They are now facing an immense
accumulation of power under the
commmand of Admiral Chester
Nimitz and Admiral Lord Louis
Mounthatten. Their present line is
already badly breached i New
Guinea and the Aleutians and as it
now stands it is too long for their
existing resources, There is there-
fore no alternative but to contract,
and behind a strategically pld,ced
and stmngh fortified parapet of
jungle and open sea try to beat
back the mounting Allied attack or
make it so expensive that there
might be some reazonable hope for
talk of negotiation.

(From * The Christion
Monitor ).

Ceylan War Fronl —

Science

PRINTIMD AT THR CETLON GOVERNMENT PRESS.
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a.i'e YOU. o_he? SO

“ Tt takes two to make a Black-Market, are
YOUone 7. . . . these words of Lord Woolton,
the former Minister for Food in Britain, are quoted  *
by the writer of the article on Price Control in this
issue. K

That is a very pertinent question aud the more
often it is repeated and honestly answered by all |
of us the better for the country.

Of course the person who asks must be able to
have a clear conscience in the matter, but the
only way by which the Black-Market pest can be
completely killed is for an ever-increasing number '
of conscientious citizens to determine that on no
account will they buy anything at a price even
one cent over the controlled, legal price.

Let us then resolve to sacrifice our personal
comfort if at times we cannot buy an article except.
by succumbing to the whispered temptation.... ...
Tt can be bought in the Black-Market.” ke

Every time we buy something above the
controlled price we put up the price for those that
come after us, and also for ourselves.

Let each ome tell himself or hergelf, " It takes
two to make a Black-Market, but [ won't be one . .7
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