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MESSAGES
from —

Rev. Fred S. de Silva, M.A, BD.

President, Ceylon Methodist Conference.

Mr. E. A. de Silva,

Superintendent, Boys’ Industrial Home
& Orphanage and Wesley Press.

Mr, H. Watson Peiris, OB.E.

Vice-President, Ceylon Methodist Conference.

Rev. S. B. Saravanamuthu B.D.

Secretary of Conference
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THE early Missionaries when they came to Ceylon
brought with them a printing press. It was a small hand
press. They realised the importance of the printed page.
The 150th Anniversary of Wesley Press coincides with the
150th Anniversary of Ceylon Methodism. The Press has
served us well and not only us but other Churches and the
community as a whole. Down through the years it has
seen many improvements, although there is room for further
improvement. The spoken word has to be supplemented by
the printed page. Therefore the Press has a vital part to play
in the total mission of the Church.

As the Church and the Press begin a new chapter
in their history we offer our best wishes to all who have the
responsibility to run this Press.

F. S. de Silva
President
Ceylon Methodist Conference
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Tue Wesley Press was born on
the same day as the Methodist
Church in Ceylon which celebrates
its 150th Birthday this month. It has
had its difficult times but on the
whole has flourished well under the
tender care of the Pioneers who did
not spare life, limb or money to
establish the Church firmly in this
land. Today we are celebrating the
efforts of these gocd and true men.
More than at any other time in the a ;
long history of this Institution, the Wesley Press today
is playing a vital role in the dissemination of Christian
Literature through the printed word which reaches
every part of the Island. It has contiibuted in no small way
towards the smooth working of the Christian Church hold-
ing fast to the wishes of the Pioneers not to go after economic
gain but to be useful in working for the good of humanity.
This resolve certainly has paid very heavy dividends and if"
it is used more and more in the spiritual life of the Church there
is not the slightest doubt that the Church is assured of a
future full of promise.

i

Today the Press is the mainstay of the Boys’ Industrial
Home & Orphanage which is celebrating its 75th Anniver-
‘sary. The Home has been a source of blessing to many a
child and it continues in its care and concern for the child-
ren of God’s family. As it enters upon a further period of
service in His Kingdom 1 hope ang pray that this Institution
will be used more and more in the service of the Master.

E. A. de Silva
Superintendent

- Boys’ Industrial Home & Orphanage
and Wesley Press
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“Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel . . . . » ;
¢ Suffer little children to come unto me . , . , *

Scattering the seed and publishing the written word
must go hand in hand, if we are to obey the divine injunc-
tion effectively. The first missionaries, wise and practical
men that they were, knew this and brought out with them
their printing press, possibly in that frail sailing vessel in
which they came out. No sooner had they settled in this Jand,
than they also set up that pioneer printing press; and one
of their number, the Reverend Clough, turned immediately
with others to translating and publishing the Bible in Sinhala.
The Press was named the Wesley Press and later changed
its habitat to the present place we know so well.

The social evils which followed industrialisation in
England fired the early Methodists to espouse the cause of
those who had to suffer exploitation and of the weak and
helpless. Here they turned, among other activities, to the care
of the young,—orphans and little ones left helpless in life
by indigent circumstances or the sin of others. The B. I.
Home & Orphanage is one of the oldest manifestations of
the concern shewn by The Methodist Church in this land
for those who need careful nurture during their early for-
mative years, if they are to contribute in adult life, by a
good life, well lived in the discharge of their duty to God
and man. This valuable service of national importance, the
Home & Orphanage, as they are popularly called, continue
to give our land silently and unobtrusively.

May God bless and guide the work of The Wesley Press
and the B.I. Home & Orphanage, and may these two Ins-
titutions continue to serve the nation worthily, in the future
as in the past.

H. Watson Peiris
Vice-President
Ceylon Methodist Conference
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The Superintendent of the Wesley Press has invited me
to send a message on the occasion of the Wesley Press
celebrating its 150th Anniversary this year and I am grateful
to him for his kind invitation. The Wesley Press is as old
as the Methodist Church in Ceylon and the anniversary
celebrations coincide with the year the Methodist Church
becomes autonomous. It is, I believe, the oldest of the three
Printing Presses managed by the Protestant Church in
Ceylon and [ wish to congratulate the Management and the
staff for the very valuable service rendered through the
Press not only to the Church butalso to the country.
As the Wesley Press enters a new chapter in its history, my:
very best wishes go with it and it is my hope that it will be
more adequately equipped towards its further progress and
usefulness in the coming years.

S. B. Saravanamuthu.
Secretary of Conference
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Methodism and Printing in Ceylon

It is not widely known that of the
pioneer Methodist ~ Missionaries  who
brought Methodism to Ceylon in 1814 there
were two, namely the Rev. W. M. Harvard
and the Rev. T. H. Squance who had been
printers by profession. At their request,
Dr. Coke, the intrepid leader of the ex-
pedition to Ceylon, brought among other
things all the requisites for a printing press.
In the very year of their arrival in the Island
they started their printing press. The only
noteworthy religious publication prior to
the Wesleyan Press (subsequently called
“Wesley Press”) was the Cotta Version of
the Holy Secriptures,

The British Sovernment in Ceylon
had acquired the printing press which had
originally been brought out by the Dutch,
but there was no one capable of running
it efficiently. When H. E. Sir Robert
Brownrigg heard of Mr. Harvard's ability
as a printer he invited him to bring the
Government Printing Press to a state of
order and to train an adequate staff to run it,
The Governor offered Mr, Harvard a hand-
some remuneration. Mr. Harvard declined
payment but readily undertook the task,
It is recorded that Mr. Harvard travelled
daily in a *‘triacle” from the Wesleyan Mis-
sion premises to the Government Press
and on the completion of his gigantic task
he received from the Governor on behall
of the Government a letter of cordial thanks,
The Governor donated to the Wesleyan
Mission as a sort of quid pro guo Il the
printing materials that were not immediately
regui.red by the Government, including a
printing press.

The first work printed in the Wesleyan
Press was a spelling book of the Sunday
School Union in three parts. Spence Hardy
in his ““Jubilee Memorials™ says of this boek,
“In neatness of appearance this was a great
improvement upon the works previouslv
printed in the Island”. The Bible Society
had a Press of its own which was soon
amalgamated with the more up-to-date
Wesleyan Press in 1814,

10

Two years later, Mr. Harvard obtained
from Calcutia a foundry and began fo cast
Sinhalese and Tamil types. The Govern-
ment consented to accommodate the Mis-
sion with the use of its moulds and matrices.
The Rev. John Callaway, another Wesleyan
Missionary, also a printer by profession
made a great improyement in the compo-
sitor’s case by reducing the Sinhalese char-
acter to one third of their former compass.

The Mission Press in Colombo was by
this time working at full pressure to provide
the books required in the schools, as well as
other publications taken up on behalf of the
Bible Society, and the Anglican Church in
Calcutta. A version of the New Testament
in Sinhalese had also been prepared by
Clough with the assistance of two converts
from the Buddhist priesthood. An edition
of two thousand was printed, and work on
the Old Testament was at once begun.
Other useful publications followed, and so
rapidly did this branch of the work grow
that it was thought desirable to send out
from England a layman who should relieve
the Missionaries of this burden. The lay-
man chosen was Mr. Daniel John Gogerly,
a notable name, the name of one who
was in the providence of God to bring light
and strength beyond all calculation possible
at that time to the Methodist Church in
Ceylon. Mr. Gogerly arrived in 1818,
and under his direction the efficiency of the
press rapidly increased.

In 1821 an English Dictionary extending
to 628 pages was published by the Rev. B.
Clough of the Wesleyan Mission. Nine
years later this formidable work was supple-
mented by the same indefatigable student,
who produced a Sinhalese English Diction-
ary covering 852 pages. Both volumes were
dedicated to Sir Edward Barnes. The
Government readily paid the expenses of the
publication, and received by way of repay-
ment 100 copies of the books.

The early Wesleyvan Missionaries and
Ministers were men of, great scholarship.
Below is a very brief list of the earliest of
them together with the names of some of
their most outstanding books:—
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Rev.

Rey.

Rev,

Rev.

Rev.

Rey.

Rev,

Rev.

Rev,

W. M. Harvard :

“Narrative of the Establishment and
Progress of the Mission to Ceylon
and India” (404 pages). -

B. Clough :

The two dictionaries already referred
to and a Pali Grammar and Voca-
bulary (302 pages).

“The Ritual of the Buddhist Priesthood™

“Why [ am not a Buddhist”.

“On the Existence of God”.

J. Callaway :

A Philogical Miscellany;
lica™,

A Vocabulary in English, Portuguese
and Sinhalese.

“Clavis Bib-

W. B. Fox:
Geography and the Solar System,

Robert Newstead :
A Hymn Book in Portuguese (304 pages)

'W. Bridgnell :
An English Grammar in Sinhalese and
English.

D. J. Gogerly :

“The Evidences and Doctrines of the
Christian Religion” (in 3 parts, in
English and Sinhalese).
“Buddhism”.

J. Nicholson :

A Dictionary: English and Sinhalese
(646 pages).

R. S. Hardy:

“The British Government and
Idolatry of Ceylon™.

“Eastern (Buddhist) Monachism™ (444
pages).

“The Sacred Books of the Buddhists
compared with History and Modern
Science’’;

the

- “The Mirror of the Scriptures”,

Rev.

David de Silva:

Sinhalese, Arithmnietic;
Elements of General History in Sin-
halese (308 pages)

History of the British Empire in Sin-
halese (388 pages);

Watts' Scripture History in Sinhalese
(374 pages).

Rev. A. Hume:
(Sinhalese)

“The Pilgrim’s Progress”

Rev. T. Kilner: “Dona Wilmina”
Rev. J. Seott: “On Heaven™.
Rev. P. Redrigo: “The Touchstone™.

The first Sinhalese Almanac on the
principles of European Science was pub-
lished in 1838 by the Rev. R. S. Hardy and
superseded all the local lithas.

The journal called ““The Friend”
which went into eight volumes was first
published in 1837; while the Rev. David
de Silva and the Rev. J. Nicholson edited
“The Treasure of Ceylon™ in Sinhalese,
which ran into seven volumes. Mr. David
de Silva also edited the Sinhalese Monthly
called “The Banner of Truth”: while Mr.
G. E. Gunawardana edited a Quarterly
called “The Wesleyan Intelligencer”,

Prior to 1731 all Catechisms, Prayers
and Gospels furnished to the Schools had
been in manuscript. In the report of Gover-
nor Van Im hoff written in 1740 he records
that he had already managed to print and
publish a prayer book and a Communion
Service Book in Sinhalese and three Cate-
chisms in Malabar. X

The Colombo Auxiliary Bible Society
was formed in 1812, previous to which no
attempt had been made to circulate the
Scriptures in the languages of the country
since the time of the Dutch, who had trans-
lated the Pentateuch and the New Testa-
ment into Sinhalese. Mudaliyar Gregorius
Zoysa presented an edition of 2,000 copies
of the New Testament printed in Calcutta
to the Island of Ceylon, which had at this

time 250,000 professing Christians who

could not procure a single copy of the
Scriptures.

The Colombo Auxiliary Bible Society
authorised the Rev. William Tolfrey, an
eminent scholar and linguist, to undertake
a new translation of the Bible. The language
he used was far too high to be understood
by ordinary people and he undertook a
revision, His death occured suddenly in
1817, after he had come up to the 2nd
chapter of 2nd Timothy. The work was
finally completed in the same style by a
Board of Translators composed of Messrs,
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Armour, Chater, B Clough, C. E. Layard,
W. B. Fox, D. J. Gogerly, Mudaliyvar Don
Abraham de Thomas, Proponet Petrus
Pandittesekera, Mudaliyvar George Nadoris
de Silva, and Mudaliyar Paulus Perera, the
best scholars at the time,

With a very few exceptions nearly all
the Scriptures, and parts of Scriptures that
were published by the Colombo Auxiliary

Bible Society during the first fifty years of
its existence were printed at the Wesley
Press. The Press has also the distinction
of printing every copy of the Sinhala Bible.
Recently however London has been supply-
ing this Bible after photographing our work.

The Contribution of Methodism to the
Press in Ceylon, it will readily be admitted,
is thus noteworthy and inestimable.

With acknowledgements to the M., C. R. of February 1948

EMPLOYEES OF THE WESLEY PRESS

Seated on the Ground L fo R: Messrs. A, D. Albert, B. M. Mendis, L, L. Fernando,
Crintus Fernando. N. 8. Fernando. H. D. Fernando, P. H. Fernando.

Seated L to R:—Messrs, K. A. D. Carolis, J. Rulach, R. G. M. Fernando, J. J. Saranga-
pany (Works Manager) E. A. de Silva (Superintendent). P. A. Kaluaratchie, M. A
Edwin, H. L. Kaluappu, P. Samarajiwa,

Standing L. to R:—Messrs,

B. K. Fernandusz,

G, Piyasena Silva, D. K. D. Rupatunga.

Jayatissa Peiris, S. P, R. Fernando, M. L, Gunawardene, D. K. Kulasena, K. G,
P. D. Silva, Wilson Edirisooriya, L. M, Perera, Lloyd Fernando, Ranjith Gunaratne,

Neville R. Fernando, Dudley de Silva.

Standing 2nd Row L, to R:—Messrs. L. Tatrick Perera, L. A. Charles Silva, Cyril Kumara-
singhe, K. Piyasoma Grero, K. W. Gunasekera, 5. Arasakone, Henry Jayalath. B.

Karunaratne, D. M. D. Albert,

Rubert H. Fernando,

S. Harison Fernando, P.

Kudaligama, D. P. Dias, A. D. Ranasinghe, H. Alladin Fernando.

Standing 3rd Row L, to R:—Messrs. U. L. Piyasena, I, Lionel Silva, W, Sumanadasa, N.
Edwin Silva, E. M. Appuhamy, G, 8. Ferera, M. P. Senasinghe, J. Gunasckera,
L. J. Jayasuriya, H. A, Piyadasa, G. W, Kamaladasa.

Absent: Mr. D, M. William Perera.
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Early Years of the Wellawatte Industrial Home
and Orphanage

Wrrd much gratitude to God we issue
the first report of this lInstitution. Less
than two years ago a statement was sent
forth detailing our aims and appealing for
help. At that time The Spinning and Weay-
ing Mills at Wellawatte were in course of
erection and our great desirc was to take
advantage of the starting of this important
industry in connection with our efforts for
Orphan and Destitute children. The dir-
ectors of the company having leased us two
and a half acres of their land, we set to
work clearing it of jungle and soon all was
ready for the laying of the foundation stones,

These stones were laid on Neovember
9th 1889, by Sir Edward Noel Walker,
K.C.M.G., and several ladies and gentle-
men in the presence of a very large con-
course of people, representative of all the
nationalities in the Island. The building
of the Home was executed with great rapid-
ity, so that on March 1st 1890, another large
concourse of people witnessed the opening
ceremony and joined in the dedicatory
service. By that time we had spent 7.000
Rupees and had gathered together 37 lads.
Active work at once commenced. [t soon
became evident that the building would in
all probability speedily become too small
and in a few months we added a large dor-
mitory and made other additions at a cost
of Rs. 1,500. A second time the building
became too small, and we have just com-
pleted a large extension of bcth wings,
adding dormitories and other necessary
rooms at a cost of Rs, 3,500, We have thus
expended Rs. 12,000 on buildings and
appurtenances and even now other neces-
sary additions stare us in the face,

In six months the number of lads in
residence had arisen to 70. Today there
are 140, the various races being represented
as follows:—Tamils 86, Sinhalese 28,
Burghers 24, Europeans 2.
seen that the institution has special claims on
the generosity of all sections of the Com-
munity and we believe that when this is
adequately realised, we shall receive help

It will thus be

from large numbers of those who have
hitherto, not aided us. Applications for
admission have reached us from all quarters,
and we have often been surprised at the
appeals which have come from most out-
of-the-way places. In addition to Colombe
and its neighbourhood, the Northern, North-
western and Southern provinces are all re-
presented and it has been our great joy that
thus far we have not been forced to reject
any case of severe distress.

At all times, and everywhere, work of
this nature has encountered obstacles, but
in a country like this, where much of the
work has been entirely new, these could net
fail to be accentuated. We haye had to
contend with an ignorance which has been
the parent of impatience on the one hand
and ingratitude on the other. Prejudice
against “‘work” has been the greatest cause
of difficulty, but that we foresaw must be
the case and it must be patiently and kindly
encountered whilst it continues sto exist.
Tt will be a work of time, and will only yield
to patient continuance in well-doing. On
looking back over the past eighteen months,
we must record our feeling that our success
has been far greater than our most sanguine
anticipations, and the way in which our lads
generally have responded to our efforts on
their behalf has been most cheering. The
aim and objects of the institution are thus
set forth on the covers of the report cir-
culated in Ceylon,

This Orphanage was founded on March
1st 1890 for poor and destitute children of
all races, classes and creeds. We have
received orphans and others in indigent
circumstances who have been found willing
to give themselves to lives of honest industry.

Our aims may be succinctly stated as
follows:—

(1) To give a thorough moral and reli-
gious training.

(2) To give a thorough industrial train-
ing, which shall result in material
prosperity in after life.

13
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(3) To give a plain but sound education,
The boys of this Home are taught at

once the principles of “self help”, and find .

splendid scope for the development of in-
dustrial activity and aptitude in the various
departments of the Cotton Spinning and
Weaving Mills. The portion of their time
which is thus spent, partially supports them,
whilst the balance of expenses is met by
Government grants and voluntary donations
and subscriptions.

On the opening day there were 37
lads in the Home, but in 18 months the
number rose te 140, We have spent 12,000
rupees in buildings alone, whilst the annual
current expenditure has risen to Rs. 10,000,
In addition to this we have in view a similar
work for poor and destitute girls.

The Home is situated a little less than
5 miles from the Grand Oriental Hotel,
Colombo and is close to the Cotton Spin-
ning and Weaving Mills. We will be glad
if you will visit it as opportunity offers.

An annual subscription of Rs. 24
{or £ 2) entitles the donor to nominate a
boy for admittance into the Home,

Education is imparted in the Sinhalese,
Tamil and English Languages, according
to the needs and circumstances of each case
the boys being also carefully trained in the
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WDith Compliments

and best wishes on the occasion of the. Third Jubilee
of the Wesley Press

G. B. PERERA & SONS
PROCESS BLOCK
PHOTOGRAPHERS

and

RUBBER STAMP MAKERS

66, D. S. SENANAYAKE MAWATHA
BORELLA,
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various departments of the Ceylon Spinning
and Weaving Mills.

The Home possesses a dispensary, and a
medical practitioner is in attendance daily.

As we g0 to Press, arrangements have
been completed for the appointment of a
matron and nurse specially for the sick
boys.

All necessary information as to the
conditions of admittance may be obtained
frem the Superintendent.

_ Al gifts of unbleached calico suitable
for shirts, cloths, trousers, made up cloth-
ing, blankets, sheets, football and cricketing
materials, books, musical instruments etc.
will be gratefully received.

All assistance will be gratefully received
by the Superintendent, The Rev. W. J.
G. Bestall, Weslevan Missionary, Colombo,
Ceylon. QOur income is derived from 3
main sources:—(1) Earnings of boys,
(2) Government Grants, (3) Private donat-
ions and subscriptions. The principle of
“self help” has been conspicuous, We shall
however, have to depend, to acertain extent,

on private help, and it is a help which we
are persuaded will be continued.
—Wesleyan Missionary Notices
1891.

MAKERS

COLOMBO.

Tel. 94610
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MESSAGES

from —
DISTRICT CHAIRMEN

Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles

Rev. P. B. Rajasingam, B.D.

Rev. G. Denzil de Silva, B.D.
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Hundred and fifty years is a long time for any insti-
tution. It must be a particular source of pride that the
Wesley Press was established at the same time that Methodist
Work began in Ceylon. The Press has served the whole
Church well and has reason to be grateful for the part it has
been allowed to play in the dissemination of the Word.

Many names and faces crowd the memory for me as
I think of the Press, particularly that of the late Rev. H. R.
Cornish and that of the Rev. S. G. Mendis who is still
happily with us. May I wish the Press God’s richest bless-
ing for the future.

D, T. Niles

Chairman, North District
Methodist Church, Ceylon,
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IT gives me great pleasure to congratulate the Boys’
Industrial Home on its Seventyfifth Anniversary and the
Wesley Press on the One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary.
The occasion is one of thanksgiving to God for the manner
in which He has used these Institutions as a means of bless-
ing both to the Church and the Community all these long
years.

~ The Christian faith has taught us the worth and value
of children. Our Lord’s injunction is “Take heed that Ye
despise not one of these little ones for it is not the will of
your Father which is in Heaven that one of these little ones
should perish”. Through the Boys’ Industrial Home the
Church has manifested its care and concern for the young
ones of God’s family. May it continue to provide a real
home for such needy children with the right atmosphere for
a harmonious Physical, Mental and Spiritual development:

so that in the years to come they may be faithful servants of

the Lord and worthy citizens of our country.

The power of the printed page to influence the life
and thought of man is recognised today as never before. |
trust that the Wesley Press be a mighty instrument of the
Church in the production of Christian Literature to present
the challenge of the Gospel to the people of our land. May
God’s blessing and guidance be upon the work of the Boys’

Industrial Home & the Wesley Press as they look forward to

another era of Service.

P. B. Rajasingam
Chairman
Central District
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IN the story of our human progress the Printing
Press has played a very significant role. One can imagine
at what stage human life would still be if printing had never
been invented. The Press has given to mankind a new dimens-
ion of expression and of communication which has set human-
ity on the great march forward.

[t is a notable achievement for Wesley Press to cele-
brate its 150th Anniversary with a proud record of service
behind it. Wesley Press was never meant to be a purely
business veature. When Dr. Thomas Coke provided for it,
and Rey. William Martin Harvard set it up in the Pettah of
Colombo, it was primarily to be the hand-maid of their
labour of love. Wesley Press has remained true to that
high ideal, and apart from printing and publishing books it
opened its doors to industrial education, and for 75 years
has served the community finding a Home for deserving
boys and setting them up in life, It would no doubt make
the heart of that great Saint (Dr. Coke) glad that out of a
small gift like a printing press, so great an Institution like the
Wesley Press and Boys' Industrial Home has come to be.

On this great and happy occasion. I congratulate
Wesley Press on its fine achievement, aad wish it many more

centuries of usefulness and devoted service in our land.

G. Denzil de Silva
Chairman
Southern District
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Reminiscences of the Boys' Industrial Home
Wellawatte

By the Rev.

WHEN T first arrived in Ceylon in 1909,
I was sent to live at the Home though my
work was in the Colombo English circuit.
My means of travel was an ordinary bicycle,
the only way out of the compound was
through the Spinning and Weaving Mills
road beside the “Cooly lines” as everyone
called them. My first worry was that 1
might run over some little child for there
were crowds of them playing on the road.
It was safer to walk to the main road.
There was also a footpath on the other side
of the compound which led to Wellawatte
and we used it when going to church. It
was not until January 1919 that 1 became
Superintendent of the Home.

The chief buildings were the large
quadrilaterial building which had the two-
storied office block across one end: kitchen,
food store, and dining room at the other:
dormitories and stock rooms at either side.
In the open centre of the block grew a
magnificent flamboyant tree which we saw
from the bungalow, a thing of radiant
beauty especially when in flower. Is it still
there? There was the big bungalow, the
small bungalow, and the printing works,
The carpentry used a shed attached to the
main building and the type foundry another
part. There was a sawpit where the tree
trunks bought for furniture-making were
sawn into planks and then stacked for sea-
soning before being used.

Behind the Superintendent’s bungalow
was a tennis court and beyond our fence an
open space thick with jungly growth from
whence snakes often came. There were
many alarms about cobras in the compound
and one kept a 6 ft. strong Malacca cane in
the office ready for usc. - It was very eff-
ective. *Now of course the Municipality
has made a fine playground there and the
snakes have vanished.

As now the compound was full of trees
mostly fruit, coconut, plantains, Jak,

Robert Lamb

Breadfruit, Mangoes—the best mango was
described as a Rupee mango, very fine
fruit. It stood beside the bungalow veran-
dah and often bore fine large fruit but we
rarely got any in the bungalow,

In 1909 there was no piped water.
The school had a large well just outside the
kitchen where the boys bathed, and other
wells at the bungalows. Of course all
drinking water had to be boiled. An out-
break of enteric fever was followed by a
grant of money from the Missionary Society
and water from the Municipality was piped
everywhere.

Kerosine oil lamps were used every-
where until later a dynamo was installed
in the engine room and we had the luxury
of electric light. It was not very reliable
because the oil engine worked the printing
and carpentry machines all day and the
dynamo at night. [t sometimes grew weary
and stopped and darkness descended upon
us all—often in the middle of a meal.
Candles and lamps came back and “Master™
had to run down to the engine room and
help to persuade the enginc to start again,
It sometimes refused to start and then every-
one went to bed early,

Until we had piped water there could
be no waterborne sanitation. This came
in"1927 at a cost to the Home of Rs. 12591/-
(The cost of the installation at the big bunga-
low being borne separately by the Mis-
sionary Society). When the drainage pipes
were being laid at the big bungalow a mis-
take in levels was made and the workmen,
having passed under the portico, were found
laying the pipes above ground. A ‘phone
message brought an unbelieving engineer
in great haste. A long discussion followed
and. to save heavy expense, it was agreed
that the pipes should be laid under the
front verandah and the servant's toilet
placed elsewhere. Hence the manholes on

* The Playground is now being shifted to a new sight to give way to a building Scheme for Workers® flats.
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the varandah and the red cement flooring
which the engineers were pleased to put in
when requested. At that time the lava-
torium for the boys and workmen was built
though it was a long time beforc everyone
used it properly.

The School hall was built about 1917/18
and has ever since been a great asset.to the
educational and social life of the Home.
English was the chief language used but
every boy was taught to read and write his
own language. The ability of so many
lads to converse in three languages never
ceased to astonish me. They needed little
encouragement to learn English because
that was a real financial asset when the time
came that they had to earn their own living.
It also opened to them possibilities of [urther
education and culture while knowledge of
their own language kept them in touch with
their own relatives. In these later days
such knowledge must be of increasing use-
fulpess, The Government inspectors were
most helpful especially with lads who had
come to us with no school knowledge.

The Home had begun many years
before at Happy Valley, not far from Diya-
talawa, on a site which later became the
Army camp and training ground. Tt then,
as now took in waifs and strays from all
over the Island. Ministers or Agents in the
circuits would find a lad without Home or
friends and the Home would come to the
rescue; a widow left with children would
seek help; a Eurasian child whose father
came desiring to do the best he could for his
child ready to pay whatever was necessary
sometimes for ycars. One afternoon the
police at Hatton phoned that they had caught
a small” boy stealing food in the bazaar,
they did not wish to prosecute, he was
homeless and friendless and only stole food
because he was hungry. So the next morn-
ing a plain-clothes officer brought him to
my bungalow and "all was well. (Years
later he was one of my best boys). All sorts
and conditions of lads. The majority in
“need of care and protection” for one rea-
son or another and at Wellawatte they found
a “Home”. Not just an Institution but a
place where the spirit of Christ found prac-
tical expression. At one time we had a
lad who suffered from epilepsy and it was
fine to see how whena fit took him, one or
more of the boys would keep with him
and see that he came to no harm.

2

Of course we hadall kinds of activities
indoor and out, cricket and football, and a
multitude of other games. We formed a
scout troop, cubs, scouts and rovers, and
| went o a training school for scoutmasters
while my wife sent to England for fadeless
materials and her sewing machine went into
action to make about 70 or morc scarves.
Much fun we had in the compound, dril-
ling, knotting, lighting fires with two mat-
ches. cooking camp food—and eating it,
learning and keeping the scout law, becom-
ing patrol leaders and learning responsi-
bility.

Home prayers, attendance at divine
worship, scripture teaching &Il part of the
normal life of a Christian home. Years
later the Home had its own church built
in the grounds.

Of course the Home was most widely
known for its Industrial work.  Apart
from the Government Press the Home press
is probably the oldest in the Island. When
the first Wesleyan Missionaries landed in
Ceylon in 1814 they brought with them a
printing outfit. Governor Brownrigg re-
porting in 1814 to the Government in
England wrote:—

“The great influence of the Press
is exercised with more or less effect
over every civilised country in Europe
but here where it is so much wanted it
is utterly unknown. It was rare that
any publication ever appeared in a
language intelligible to the people ex-
cept a regulation of the Government.
The children had nothing toread but the
Wesleyan Missionaries have gstab-
lished a Press from which there is such
a continued issue of elementary works
of devotion, morality and science that
the native population is at length
gradually admitted to a participation
in the riches of European know.zdge™.

For the best part of a hundred years
the Press continued to serve the church and
country mostly from its premises in Kollu-
pitiya (now part of Methodist College).
Tater it was transferred to the Home at
Wellawatte and became its most important
industry. It was and still is 'the depart-
ment where the majority of the boys are
trained. .
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The “Small Bungalow” with the present dining hall in the background and the left wing
of the chapel in the right foreground. (From an old Block)
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Compositors, Machine minders, Proof
readers, Cost accountants, and in the
Bindery, Gathering, Sewing, Case making,
Gold Leave Printing,....Everything from
buying the materials to the packing and
despatching of the finished article. After
that the office had the task of keeping and
presenting the accounts in the hope of ob-
. taining early payment. A hope not always
fulfilled.

One of the most rewarding jobs done in

the printing at that time was the printing’

of the revised Sinhala Bible. The press
has printed every copy of the Sinhala Bible
(except during war time when London pho-
tographed our work and reproduced an
edition). When the revised edition was
wanted the first task was to cast new types
so that the printing should be as perfect
as possible. The Revision Committee of
about 20 members had each to have a proof
copy of each 32 pages to enable them to
decide the language nearest to the original.
Several proofs were often wanted and the
. whole work took many monthsto complete.
Financially it was not a good proposition
but it was well worth while as a piece of
Christian  seryice. .

It was about this time that we began
printing school books for Messrs. Mac-
: millan and Longmans Green and we had to
enlarge the premises by removing the side
wall, taking in the verandah and building
an outer wall. We had to buy two printing
machines and rearrange all the machines.
The pressure on the binding department
.became so great that we bought a folding
machine for the sheets. This gave us a
headache, because it came in a small case
completely *“knocked down”, scores of
pieces and bolts and nuts and screws,
together with a blue print from which to
erect it. We spread it all out on the ground
and my invaluable helper, James Fernando,
and [ crawled around identifying one piece
after another and putting them together
until everything was used up. Then we put
a sheet in, tried it and to our joy and relief
it worked perfectly and continued to do se.
The next move was to buy a book sewing
machine, because our lads could not keep
pace with the machines, This machine was
no problem, it arrived complete, ready to
connect on to the driving shaft,

4 The pressure of work was so great that
-we toved with the idea of a Monotype or
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Linotype machine in Sinhala, While o
leave | interviewed manufacturers in London
but found that there was nothing available,
though in any case the cost would have
been far beyond the resources of the Home.
It is on record that in the years 1918/1927
the Home spent Rs. 12,377/- on machinery.

But of course printing was not the only
industry. I have referred above to casting
new type. The casting department was
always busy. The quality of our work was
such that many firms including the Govern-
ment Press were steady customers requiring
both English and Sinhalese type. It was of
fine imported material in form and size
passing a micrometer-reading accurate to a
thousandth of an inch.

Our carpentry department was always
busy, here the workmen had to train lads
to be fine workmen. We had the usual
machinery driven from the engine and the
usual casualties from chisels, planesand saws.
The most serious was when a big lad’s hand
slipped and touched the fast revolving cir-
cular saw. “Lady” (a trained nurse) gave
first aid and we raced him to the Hospital

“where he received prompt attention and his

hand and fingers were saved.

The Carpentry Department at one time
supplied a large guantity of furniture to the
Grand Hotel at Nuwara Eliya, School
equipment constituted most of our work
though domestic furniture was a good
second. We tried to make every article a
first class one, of which the makers could be
proud. Here we still use a beautiful nadun
tea table and a fine jak book-rack with
invisible dovetailed joints both as good as
when they were made over 30 years ago.

When T was appointed Superintendent
in 1919 the Home was in most serious finan-
cial straits, The Missionary Society had
urged that the Home be closed and had
instructed the National Bank of India to
report monthly on the state of the Home's
account with them. Our constant worry in

- this pericd was lack of ‘money and pressure

of debts. Expenses were heavy and res-
ponsibilities unaveidable. There were too

“many folk who appeared to think that the

Home could provide all sorts of goods and
services for next door to nothing and also
wait indefinitely for payment for ‘“‘goods
supplied”. Some thought that the Home
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should live up to the slogan “No destitute
child ever refused admission” but they did
nothing to make that possible. Our rice
suppliers expected payment regularly every
month, and our creditors never failed to
remind us of our debts. One vivid memory
is of the end of the first month of my ap-
pointment to the Home. My good ac-
countant came to ask what he should do for
wages. He had to pay out several thovsands
of rupees and there was less than Rs. 2000/-
in the bank. I found that what he really
meant was that we were allowed an over-
draft of Rs. 10,000/- and had already drawn
over Rs. 8000/-. So out I went to collect
monies due to us and managed to get enough
to pay the wages. We were never so nearly
caught again and by great care and vigi-
lance managed in time to pay off our debts
and slowly to build up some capital. The
Missionary Society later helped us by can-
celling a loan of about Rs. 8000/- which
they had made to the Home.

As our capital increased we were able
to improve our kitchen and to repair and
enlarge the sickroom. An epidemic of
mumps made us realise how small and
badly equipped the old sickroom was. The
epidemic lasted months. Again and again
just about the last day of the incubation
period some lad would come to the bunga-
low with swollen face and glands and
“Lady” would begin again to nurse vet
another patient.

About this time the bungalow “Ash-
lea” came into the market and our financial
position had so improved that we were
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able to buy it. This gave us our own access
to the main road. After we bought it we
cut the present straight road beside it and
closed the old road which ran round it.
This gave privacy. Later we were able to
build a second bungalow behind Ashlea,

I bad dreamt of separate classroom for
the school and new dormitories for the boys
and for a long time accumulated funds with
this in mind. When I had to leave in 1930
it was still only a dream, but in the hands of
my successor, the Rev. H. R, Cornish the
dreams came true and some years later I
was glad to sec the new dormitories and
best of all, the school chapel, the centre of
everything,

As 1 have written the faces of so many
of my boys and fellow workers came to
mind, T think with gratitude of the un-
tiring and loyal services of Mr. Perera, the
accountant in the Office; of Mr. Joseph,
the manager of the printing department,
and others whose names escape me today
but whose persons and work I reecall so
clearly: of boys whose surnames we rarely
used—Dicky, and Charley, Wilfred, Tom,
Preston, William, Samson, and so on.
Now all grown men, fathers, perhaps even
grandlathers, but still 1 trust good hon-
ourable Christian men. May God’s bles-
sing rest upon them afl.

May his grace and wisdom abound
with those who today are responsible for
the life and work of the Boys® Industrial
Home and Orphanage.
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MESSAGES

from —

Rev. G. Basil Jackson, M.A.

Principal, Theological College of Lanka.

Rev. Dr. James S. Mather

Rev. C. N. V. Fernando,

Secretary, The Bible Society
(Ceylon Auxiliary)
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PRINTING has probably done more to build up the
faith of the Church, and to spread the knowledge of God,
than any other single factor in the history of the Carist-
ian Church. The great pioneers of the Church’s mission-
ary work knew this, and ‘from thé beginning the printing
press was an- essential part of the Church’s programme.
I look back upon the record of 150 years of service which
the Wesley Press has rendered to our Lord, with great thanks-
giving, and I look forward with the prayer that God will
continue to use the Press, and all who work there, for the
building up of His Church and, the blessing of our land.

G. Basil Jackson
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It is really with great joy and deep
thanksgiving to God that I accepted the
invitation of the Superintendent of Wesley
Press, Mr, E. A. de Silva, -to -write a few
lines for this Publication, on the great

occasion of the 150th ‘Anniversary of. the

Press, and the 75th Anniversary of the
Boys® Industrial Home. This is a time when
we-look back and praise God for all he has
done in the past, and when we look for-
ward into the future and look upward for
His help and guidance.

The first team of Methodist Mission-
aries who landed in Galle on 29th June 1814,
brought with them, not only their Bibles,
which they treasured as the Word of God,
but also a Printing Press. The leader of the
team, Dr. Thomas Coke had provided the
Press himself. This clearly showed how
right from the beginning, it was recognised
that the preaching of the Gospel was broad-
based, and the Church was interested in the
Salvation-of the whole man, his body, mind,
and spirit, and not his soul only. .

|-, The leader had died in the voyage, and

was buried in the sea, not very far from
Galle, another member of the team; Rev.
Benjamin Clough, after whom is named the
official residence of the President of our
Church, at Colpetty, was the first Mission-
ary -to' be in charge of the Press. After
about four years in 1818, Rev. Daniel John
Gogerly. was sent out by the Methodist
Missionary Society and he succeeded Mr.
Clough, and was in charge of the Press
for about five years. From the beginning,
good use was made of the Press for the
printing of Christian Literature. The Press
was located at the Pettah from the very
start, until 1879, when it was moved to
Colpetty and later in 1905 it was moved to
Wellawatte its present site.

The Wellawatte Boys’ Industrial Home
was ‘started in 1887 by the Rev. W. J. O.
Bestali. The original intention was that the
boys should work at the adjacent Spinning
and Weaving Mills but this arrangement was
soon found to be unsatisfactory. In 1900
when the Happy Valley Reformatory which
was opened in Diyatalawa by the Rev.
Samuel Longdon was clused, owing to
financial difficulties its equipment was trans-

ferred to Wellawatte. Provision was now
made for training the boys in variety of
handicrafts, including Carpentry, Shoe-
making and when Wesley Press was trans-
ferred to Wellawatte in Printing as well.
During these long years, both the Press and
the Home have rendered to the Church and
to the country at large yeoman service, in
various ways, and have been a great blessing
to countless number of people.

We thank God at this time for all
Missionaries and Ceylonese Ministers who
laboured in these two Institutions, with
deep devotion and not counting the cost.
Among Missionaries, besides those ment-
ioned already, we think especially of Rev.
J. 8. Corlett, Rey. H. J. Philpott, Rev. A. S.
Bishop, Rev. H. Haigh, Rev. W. J. Noble,
Rev. H. R. Cornish, Rev. C. Thorpe and
Rev. 'G. B. Jackson.

The Ceylonese M.nisters who were in
charge of these Institutions are Rev., G. A.
F. Senaratne, Rev. D. J. Bartholomeusz
and Rev. S. George Mendis. For all these
saints of our church and servants of God,
we praise God, on this happy occasion.

Mzr. E. A. de Silva, the present Super-
intendent is the first Ceylonese lay-man, to
fill this post, and we thank God for all he is
doing, and we pray that in the coming years,
under his leadership the Press as well as the
Boys’ Industrial Home will continue to grow
and prove a great blessing in the work of
our Church. Christian service is different
from the World’s concept of philanthropy,
in that the Church is engaged in this service,
primarily as something done in response
to what God has done and is doing for man,
and our work springs from and is nourished
by ~ deep sense of our debt to God for His
great love, as revealed in the life and minis-
try of Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord.

As a Church, we thank God today, for
all that is past, and will trust Him for all
that is to come, praying that He will bless
and guide all those who will labour here,
in the coming years, that they may be His
faithful witnesses and fulfil the object of the
Founders of these two great Institutions.

James Mather.
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The Wesley Press and the Bible Society

By The Revd. Celestine Fernando
Secretary of the Ceylon Auxiliary of the Bible Society

It is a narrow view of the Christian Gospel based on a misunderstanding of Jesus Christ
to think, as some do, that the Gospel ic only concerned with the life of the Spirit. For, while
its primary concern is with the spirit, this message hasimplications forthe mind and heart and
for the character of both man and society.

The Christian Gospel has, therefore, always had a message for man in society—and this
has been expressed in very concrete ways. One of these ways has been the provision of the
cultural equipment necessary for true education.

In resurgent Asia it is very specially necessary to look at the contribution of the Christian
Press in such terms and when we look back on the long and distinguished record of the Wesley
Press of 150 years one cannot help thanking God for all that the Wesley Press has done in
spreading God’s Word and making a grand contribution to the spiritual life of our people
by the provision of such a vast amount of basic Christian literature which this Press has printed
over these years.

The connection between the Bible Society and the Wesley Press began in 1815 with the
publication of the gospels of S. Matthew and S. Mark in Tolfrey’s version. Since that day
it has printed nearly all the Scriptures of the Bible Society in Sinhala and Pali(1835)and also,
in early times, in Portuguese (1830, 1848 and 1854) then spoken by certain Christian groups in
Ceylon. Over these years at least 1,000,000 copies of the Scriptures would have been printed
by the Wesley Press for the Ceylon Auxiliary of the Bible Society and perhaps also the biggest
arder for any book published in Ceylon under non-Government auspices, which was for copies
of 8. John’s Gospel in Sinhala, was printed at this Press.

The following details of only some of the work give some idea of the printing done by
the Wesley Press for the Bible Society in Ceylon. As it will be noticed most of the printing
has been in the National languages—and very long before any “official” interest in them !

1815 St. Matthew & St. Mark (Tolfrey version) Sinhala .. 5 2000 Copies
1817/23  Bible (Tolfrey) (Sinhala) e 31 i 24 4 1000 o
1819 Proverbs (Indo-Portuguese) o i 54 G o 1000,
1820 Psalms (Indo-Portuguese) o =, s bt 5 1000 o
1830 Bible (Sinhala) .. o P o = i 9% 2500 7
1830 New Testament (Indo-Portuguese) s 7 e o 5000 o
1830 Pentateuch (Indo-Portuguese) .. = i I PR 2500 s
1830 Psalms (Indo-Portuguese) o 5 e R A 2500 »
1834 Bible (Sinhala) .. o s = = S 5000 =
1840 Bible (Sinhala) .. by = 5 £ % =t 200
1841 New Testament (Sinhala) o v b it i 3000
1854 New Testament (Sinhala) o =0 2 5y o 3000 2
1868 New Testament (Sinhala) T i o = s 5000 =
1870 Gospels and Acts (Sinhala) L o & o ol 3000
1884 St. Luke and Acts (Sinhala) .. 5 ¥ & o8 500 5
1884 The Four Gospels & Acts (Sinhala) .. = = s 4000 »
1885 St. Mark (Sinhala) - o o . £ o 5000 .
1890 Bible (Sinhala) .. L iy . RS = = 2000 & -,
1896 Bible (Sinhala) .. . S == i = A 5755 i
30
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1896 New Testament (Sinhala) - i o " 1 5050 Copies

1900 St. Matthew (Sinhala) .. o i = A o 5079 5
1903 Acts (Sinhala) 5 i i o S i e 5000 ih
1905 Revised New Testament (Sinhala) £ Ry L L 2500 5
1910 New Testament (Sinhala) s = = E o 2000 0
1912 Revised St. Matthew (Sinhala) .. s Lo i v 3000 <
1912 Revised St. Luke (Sinhala) > A, 25 7 s 10000 “
1913 Revised St. John (Sinhala) = A i 3 8 5000 s
1914 Revised Ruth (Sinhala) .. ot A T % - 10000 .
1915 St. Mark (Tamil) .. £ 5 o i 2 o 30000
1916 Book of Jonah (Tamil) .. A 4 s 5 o 7000 x
1917 Revised Epistles of John (Tamil) e " = = 5000 3
1918 Genesis (Sinhala) i e i A i it 5000 o
1919 Book of Ruth (Tamil) .. i s Ee o i 10000 e
1920 Revised St. John (Sinhala) o i e v - 10000 o
1921 Bible (Sinhala) .. % < e G K o 5000 )
1922 Revised St. Matthew (Sinhala) .. o S i fon 10000 =
1923 Revised Book of Ruth (Sinhala) i e o 2 10000 s
1924 Revised Book of Esther (Sinhala) boh o 2 55 5000,
1925 Revised Nehemiah (Sinhala) .. o -8 s o 5000 2
1931 Genesis (Sinhala) o S e - o e 3000 ¥
1932 Jonah (Sinhala) .. b 5 £ e =, 72 10000 i
1932 Psalms (Sinhala) .. =t e 2 Iy i s 2000 %
1933 St. Johns Epistles (Sinhala “ ket o L 5000 i
1933 Ruth (Sinhala) .. L o T L " e 10000 -
1934 Matthew in Pali (Sinhala char.) o o o o5 2000 o
1935 John (Sinhala) .. G = r o e L7 10000 -
1936 Acts (Sinhala) .. o = i - fu — 3000 o
1937 Romans & Galatians (Sinhala) .. i o it 1 3000 o
1938 Gospels (Sinhala) b3 i s £ 7, e 20000 5
1939 Ruth (Sinhala) .. Mo Xl i Y ok it 10000 , .,
1940 Gospels v = 2 S = 22 o 20000 3
1942 Gospels (Sinhala) .. iy o ! ol N 7 20000 %
1943 MNew Testament (Sinhala) pe A8 R i s 2000 Y
1945/48  Sinhala Bibles 5 o o 5 % e 2L 5000 5
1950/51 Sinhala Gospels .. i 1 st e " = 40000 2
1952/57 Sinhala Gospels .. R0 ks = 3 i 5, 50000 )
1952/57 Sinhala Proverbs .. ok 5 i = = i 10000 7
1958 Sinhala Gospels .. - 21 s i = 2 50000 5
1959 ‘Sinhala Gospels .. S5 - a0 = i i 50000 L
1960 Sinhala Gospels .. = - - = o o 50000 I
1962 Sinhala Gospels .. - ! o 7 & e 300000 .,
1963 Sinhala Christmas Gospe. — i i ” o 24000 5
1964 Trilingual Whitsun Message .. i o * s 65000 o

All this is a graphic witness to a saga of cooperation over 150 years. A bare statement
concerning printing cannot do justice to the work done by Superintendents of the Press of
whont there have been many well known Methodist Ministers prior to the present distin-
guished Methodist Layman who now fills the post with so much faith, loyalty and understand-
ing; the long line of Managers of the Press with a rich heritage of great experience and com-
positors, proof-readers and a large number of other able = technicians all.of whom have
contributed their goodwill, their skill and their patience to the great work of providing attrac-
tively printed Scriptures in our own language to the people of our Jand.

The latest contribution of the Wesley Press in this field of achievement certainly deserves
mention if only for its world-wide significance. This was the printing under difficult circum-
stances of the Whitsun Message— A Great Day in History” which is a trilingual edition of
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Acts 2. This very attractively printed Scripture selection in Sinhala, Tamil and English has
already earned the appreciation of prominent officials of the United Bible Socicties and Bible
Societies in other parts of the world. It is of significance for the reason that this was Ceylon’s
contribution to a world wide Scripture Distribution Programme at Whitsuntide. Copies of
this have been widely distributed by Churches, Youth groups and many Evangelistic agencies
and it is a very satisfying symbol of the spirit of cooperation that has been the achievement
and the contribution to the Churches of the Bible Society and the Wesley Press during these
past 150 years.

And so, as the Wesley Press. in feliowship with the Ceylon Methodist Church, celebrates
its great Anniversary of 150 years’ service to Sri Lanka and her people, we join with them in
praising God and thanking Him for all He has enabled the Wesley Press to do, and for the
rich gifts that it has laid before our country: and then we also pray for greater Blessings and
guidance, wisdom and strength from God to ail who will continue in this great work—and
the provision of greater spiritual and technical resources for the continuation of their vocation
in this land.

QLD BOYS 1964

Seated (Left to Right) Messrs, William Fernando, Earnest Peris, James Bernard, E. A.
de Silva (Superintendent) Preston Kaluaratchie, Rev. D. 8, Dharmapalan, James
Mahampitiya. '

Standing (Middle Row) Messrs. Justin Fernando, Wilton Welsh, I. B. Ratnayake, C. V.
de S. Senadhipatiratne, Daniel Bernard, Oswald Peris, William Perera, Herbert
Siriwardena, John Sebamalai. ;

Standing (Back Row) Messrs. Francis Perera, George Peris, William Wijeratne, Christie
Seneviratne, Jayantha Gunasekera, 7. B. Welagedara, Victor Moses, Henry
Katubulla, G. A. Wickramatillake.

PICTURE OPPOSITE
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Rey. H. R, CornisH

THE LATE REV.

H. R. CORNISH

A Tribute by an old Boy of the Home

IT is only once in a lifetime that one
would come across a person who would.
in a great way, make an impact on one’s life.
The late Revd. H. R. Cornish was cne such
person, who not only made an impact on
his charges—but also wrote into our lives
all the good aspects of gentle living.

During the period he was in charge of
us at the Industrial Home, he struck us
most as a disciplinarian. The discipline he
enforced on us was more of the regimen:ed
army type—yet it became part of us. He
insisted on us following and adhering strictly
to all laws of cleanliness, He carried this
to the very limit by having regular kit
inspection. We were required to put out
our clothes. air them and take them back at
et times and heayy penalties were imposed
on those who failed to comply. He was
also very firm on our ceaching minimum
standards at examinations. Even the first
in class who failed to reach the average
would have to face his wrath. He organised
physical displays in order to keep us fit.
He took particular interest in keeping us
physically fit,

Behind this facade of strictness and
firmness, was the genial gentleman, a lover
of music, drama and art. He was a sports-
man, with a partiality for Cricket. He
introduced Inter-House competitions in these
ficlds and encouraged and fostered healthy
rivalry.

Rev, Cornish was a doctor although
he held no M.D.. and he attended on us
when we needed attention, and to complete
his stature, as an all-rounder, he was a
builder of no mean repute. The dormitory
ana Chapel are monuments to his skill in
this field.

Rev. Cornish was held in high esteem
by us. His firmness as a disciplinarian
served to bring out the best in-us. He
taught us a way of life. His interests,
handed down to us became dominant fea-
tures in the building of character. To be
associated with him and to have been guided
by him, is a privilege. Rev. Cornish is
no more, but his spirit lives in us, his atti-
tudes are reflected in us.
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The Late Rev. G, A. F. Senaratne
the first Ceylonese Minister to become
Superintendent of the
B. I. Home & Wesley Press.
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The Monotype
Corporation
Limited

... and Pictorial Machinery Limited are working in
¢loge association in the development-of
high precision photo-mechanical equipment.
The two companies, while maintaining their
separate cp:itiés-, are each able to benefit
from the other's technical resources and
marketing experience, Pictorial Machinery Limited
brings to the collaboration an intimate knowledge
of the current problems and needs of printers
in the rapidly expanding phato-litho field.
The Monotype Corporation Limited brings to it
. exceptional engineering facilities, together with

a world-wide selling and service organisation
"MONOTYPE®

+ COMPOSITION
CASTER

“BRINTEX CADET"

Pictorial
Machiner Y
@ (A SUBSIDIARY OF
I it d THE MONOTYPE
CORPFORATION LTD)

8, MISSION ROW EXTENSION,
CALCUTTA-1 # Registered Trade Mark

Branch Offices at: MADRAS — BOMBAY — DELHI — ALLAHABAT

CEYLON OFFICE:— 294 UNION PLACE, COLOMBO-2
Telegrams i—Monotype, Telephone:—78533.
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Mr. S. P. Witane — An Appreciation

MRr. 8. P. Witane joined the staff of the
English Junior Secondary School, attached
to the Boys™ Industrial Home & Orphanage
in December 1927 on his being appointed
Headmaster. He was at the same time put
in charge of the Home and Orphanage as
Boarding Master,

During the: 36 years of his Headmaster-
- ship he has seen the school grow both in
numbers and in efficiency, until at the time

of his retirement, on reaching the age of

60 years, in December 1963 there were 275
students and I2 teachers,

Mr. Witane ceased to be Boarding Master
on his marriage in 1932 as there were no
quarters for a familied man in the premises
at that time. He again joined the Boarding
in 1939 and remained in charge till June 1963
when he relinquished his post in view of his
pending retirement.

Mr. Witane knew his work thoroughly,
was completely trustworthy, independent
of judgement and although of a quiet dis-
position had a forceful and strong character.

His efficiency and devotion were fully
proved when in 1942 the Home was evacua-
ted to Welimada following the air-raid. He
was responsible for the whole Institution
there including such Industries as could be
moved. So well did he discharge this onerous
task that he earned the special commendation
of the Managing Committee.

He was a Group Scout Master and was an
examiner for the Colombo Division of the
Boy’s Scout Association. He was also Scout
Master of the School Troop, 7th Colombo,
and during his tenure of office the Scout
Troop and Cub Pack won many trophies
and awards.

He was also a Local Preacher of the Metho-
dist Church and always looked forward to

his preaching appointments with enthusiasm.,

Elsewhere in this Souvenir will be found
his reminiscences, and reading through it
one can visualise the many changes and ups
and downs he has experienced during his
long and distinguished service,

No trumpets heralded his entry to this
Instifution and none were heard at his de-
parture but faithfully and honestly he dis-
charged his duties to the very best of his
ability. His spirit of service has been in
keeping with that of the Institution where
for 75 years it has quietly and unobtrusively
rendered a service of national importance.

Long may their like last.

AL
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A MASTER LOOKS BACK

The Boys® Industrial Home had its
beginning at a place called ““Happy Valley”
in Uva. It was mainly to accommodate the
children of European Planters. A few years
later the children were transferred to a Home
in Wellawatte. For many years the Wella-
watte Home accommodated these children
of the European Planters who formed the
majority atfid a few from the neighbouring
circuits of the Methodist Church.

During the first World War boys of the
Home saw ac.ive service and several of them
were killed in action. Below is the Roll of
Honour which even today you will find
prominently displayed in the dining hall—

Rodney L. St. John France, killed in action
Harry St. John France, killed in action
W. Peter de Alwis France, killed in action
Dicky ot. John France, (wounded)

Jackey St. John (Wounded & Prisoner)

W. William Perera Germany

S. H. Van Arcadie France
Melvin Ferdinandez France
Ernest Van Heer France

G. H. Shaw France

Joe Small France

B. J. Hills Mesopotamia
William Sirr Mesopotamia
A. Coggins Mesopotamia

George Sealy Mesopotamia

To them we say :

“They shall not grow old,
As we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them,
Nor the years condemn,
At the going down of the sun,
And in the morning,
We shall remember them,”

Several old boys of the Home served in
the armed services during the last war too,
but no record is available of their names
and the various services to which they were
attached.

In the early days of the Home, the Spinn-

ing and Weaving Mills at Wellawatte invited
the children of the Home to work at the
Mills as weavers and spinners. They were

resident at the Home and attended the
Mills for their training. At about this time
The Wesleyan Mission Press, which was at
Kollvpitiva was transferred to the Boys'
Home at Wellawatte with the idea of training
the boys in Printing as well. This was the
turning point of the Home. It was a wise
move and since then the’ children have
received a thorough training in Printing.
Shoemaking and Tailoring were two trades
the boys were taught at this time, but they
were discontinued after sometime,—and later
Book Binding, Type-casting and Carpentry
were added to the curriculum.

As business at the printing press began
to expand more accommodation was needed.
The Hostel and the Press were housed in
close proximity, Therefore the Hostel
buildings were demolished and a new set of
buildings was constructed at the extreme
west boundary of the compound. These
consisted of six large blocks for dormitories,
a large dining hall and a sick room. A
Chapel was built at the centre. A new set of
class rooms were added to the school and the
play-ground was extended to about double
its original size. Now the children found
adequate room for recreation and studies
and comfortable dormitories to sleep in.
Beds were provided later through the
benevolence of an old boy who had pros-
pered in the U.S.A. For all this new set-
up credit has to be given to the late Rev. H.
R. Cornish, for planning and construction,
and to Rev. Robert Lamb for wisely saving
the money to make it possible for expansion.

Printing has been the major industry
in which the boys were trained from the very
beginning so much so that the boys of the
home have found employment in almost all
the printing establishments in the Island,
such as the Government Press, Municipal
Press, Lake House Press, Times Press and
in many of the presses of Tndustrial and
Publishing firms and not a few at the Wesley
Press as the Wesleyan Mission Press was
named more recently.

Under the management of the present
Superintendent more avenues for the train-
ing of children were started recently, such
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The Dming Hall
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as Type-writing, Electrical wiring, Radio
mechanism and office training for clerical
and accountancy for those who showed an
aptitude for it, and Poultry keeping.

The children of the Home are well ini-
tiated in the dignity of labour. Those who
have joined the Army and Navy have always
come out top in camp and manual routine.

One of the oldest groups in the Colombo
Boys Scouts® Association is our Scout Troop
and the Cub Pack (7th Colombo).  The
Scouts havé won many trophies including
the Silver Jubilee Rally Cup in 1935 pre-
sented by H. E, Sir R. E. Stubbs G.C.M.G.
Chief Scout ¢f Ceylon. The Cubs have won
the highest award in cubbing, “The Totam-
Pole”, seven times in succession defeating
some of the packs such as Royal and St.
Thomas’,

We have adopted the House system in
the Hostel. The boarders are grouped into
Senior _and Junior Houses and two Houses
are alotted to each group. The Houses
are named after the past Superintendents—
Bishop, Cornish, Noble, and all the day boys
are grouped under Lamb House.

Inter House Athletic competitions,
Drama Competitions, Gardening Com-
petitions have been a feature of the life in
the Home. The boys have participated in
many athletic copetitions, such as Royal
College Social Service League Athletic
Competition, Red Cross Society Athletic
Competition for Orphanages, and Inter-
Playground Athletic Competitions (re-
presenting the Cooray Playground) con-
ducted by the Colombo Municipality. - In
all these our boys have excelled and they
have secured many trophies and certificates.

The English School attached to the
Orphanage was exclusively for boarders
who-had to attend classes in the morning
3 hours a ‘day and attend workshops 3
hours in the afternoon, It was too much a
strain for the children and the Education
Department suggested 1o include 2 hours of
Industrial Training in the school curriculum.
This arrangement worked well.
beginning tne school had only 45 day boys
and 150 boarders and 4 teachers on the
staff. Gradually the numbers increased but
we always had to keep down admissions to a

At the

maximum of 275. The staff was increased
from 4 to 12 teachers and this number con-
tinued until the school was vested in Govern-
ment in 1962 September.

From the wvery inception European
Missionaries were in charge as Superin-
tendents. Some of them were Revds.
Noble, Bishop, Binks, Lamb, Cornish,
Wright, Thorpe and Mr. Saunders. Then
the Ceylonese Ministers were in charge as
Superintendents. They were Rev. Sena-
ratne, the first Ceylonese Superintendent.
Revs. Bartholomeusz and Mendis and now
the first layman Superintendent Mr. E. A.
de Silva.

Every past Superintendent deserves our
thanks for the noble work they have done
and the good traditions they have Ieft
behind, Some of them have now gone to
their eternal rest, and some of them are
yet active in the Lord’s work.

Many of our old boys have brought
credit to their old school. They are found
in many walks of life. Some hold high
posts in Government Service and several
have become successful businessmen. An
old Boys" Association was formed ‘recently
and the response on the part of the Old
Boys has been very encouraging.

We have never had racial or religious
discrimination in the admission of children
to the Home. Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims
and Burghers, Christians, Buddhists and
Hindus have lived and are living together
in close harmony. The only discrimination
we have made is in the appointment of
Hostel Staff. They have always been Christ-
jans, and it is nothing but right that it
should be so as this is a Christian Institution.

In an Institution of this type where so
many and so varied activities are existing
it has not been always smooth and plain
sailing. We have had our share of dis-
ruptions but with prayer, patience and
friendly approach we have always solved
and overcome every difficult situation.

The religious life of the children is well
looked after, They attend the Guild Meet-
ings and the Sunday School of the Metho-
dist Church, Wellawatte, They attend twé
services on Sundays, one at the Wellawatte
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Church and the other at the Home Chapel,
Daily Prayers are conducted at the Chapel

in' the morning and in the evening by the

master on duty and sometimes by the child-
ren themselves. The Industrial Home choir
has been welknown for its singing.

The Women's Fellowships, Youth
Groups and Sunday Schools of the Colombo
South Circuit have in many ways looked
after the social activities of the children.
They have always been ready to play their
part whenever, we have had cause to ask
for their. assistance. '

“We are very fortunate that the Govern-
ment left us alone when the vesting orders
were issued. The English Day School was
taken over by Government in September
1962, which necessitated adjustments in the
Home and Orphanage as regards the general
routine,. We have now adjusted ourselves
to fit in with the inevitable changes.

We are happy to see the quiet atmos-
phere now prevailing in the premises after
the boundary wall was built at the end of
last year. People had made a highway
through our premises—not only pedestrians,
but vehicles as well. It was a source of

constant disturbance to the inmates and g
draw back on the peace and discipline of the
institution. The wall has been built at
considerable expense but it is worthwhile
specially when we see the remarkable change
that has taken place after it was put up.

An institution like ours must keep pace
with the times. We are reminded of the
immortal lines of Tennyson,

“The old order changeth, yielding place to
new,

And God fulfils Himself inwmany ways:

Lest one good custom should corrupt
the world”.

Our aim is to go ahead: the ‘old order’
must change if we are to exist and to carry
on the good iraditions which the pioneers
have left behind, and nothing daunted we
mean to strive forward with God as our
guide—but we shall always remain true to
our motto,

“Amicus Humanis Generis”— Friend of
the Human Race’

—S. P. WITANE,

With the Compliments

of

The Torrington Bakery

85, Thimbirigasvaya Road,
Colombo 5,

Phone: 81168,
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PRESENT BOYS AND STAFF OF THE HOME

(Phote by Mr. Kenneth Somanader)

Left to right

Seated on ground D.S. Reslie Madurasinghe, K. Kingsley, Srilal Perera, Douglas
Bakelman, George Lionel, Stanley Marasinghe, J. A. Hemasiri,
and Neville Abeysiw.ghe.

Seated Mrs. P. M. Sooriaratchy (Matron), Mr. E. A. de Silva (Superintendent),
Mr. J. T. Bernard (Warden) and Mr. S. H. Warnakulasuriya (Master).

Standing 1st Row  Nicholas Fernando, U. L. Weerasiri, Maxwell Mendis, Ranjit Kumar,

 Anton Piyasiri, P. M. Canser, Heisiri F ernando, Dharmadasa Banda,

H. T. Dayananda and S. P. Leelaratne.

2nd Row J. M. Samaraweera, Sunil Ajantha, Sunil Alexander, Rohan Goone-
wardena, Kingsley de Silva, K. Balakrishna, Nimal Kuniar, Gamini
Perera, Ratnaweera Tissera and K. B. Alahakoon,

3rd Row Derrick Lindsay, Sunil Goonatilake, Rajendranath Peiris and A. D.
Wilson

Absent  Mr. H. M. Peter (Master) W. A. Chandrapala (Hosteler)
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BOYS AT INDUSTRY
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(Photos by Kenneth Somanader)
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(Photo by K. S.)
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The Boys Crowd the Tuckshop At Indoor Games .

(Photos by Kenneth Somanader)

With the Compliments
of

PARAKRAMA STORES

Deaglers in

Textiles, Groceries, etc.
&
General merchants

20, & 37, Deans Road,
Colomsbo 11.

Phone: 91959
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With the compliments of

The Kahatagaha Mines Co., Ltd.

Colombo - 8

(Hiners e5 Exporters of Graphite of superior quality)

" Cables: “ KAHATA™ 4, Kitulwatte, Kanaite Telephone
COLOMBO Colombo 8. 965%
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GUNASENA PRINTERS

and

PUBLISHERS
GREET

WESLEY PRESS

on the celebration of the 150th Anniversary
and wish them a longer life of Service to the Public

M. D. GUNASENA & CO. LTD.

COLOMBO
KANDY — GALLE — NEGOMBO
ANURADHAPURA — MATARA & JAFFNA.
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Now Shop in Comfort at our
New Air Conditioned Salesroom

‘CEYLINCO HOUSE’ QUEEN ST..
FORT

This modern “Salesroom is designed to
offer the utmost comfort to Fort shoppers

COTTON CARPETS % FURNISHING FABRICS
% CANDLEWICK BED SPREADS s CANDY
STRIPED SHEETINGS s TOWELS 4 HOUSE-
HOLD LINEN % TERYLENES ¥ TAFFETAS %
VOILES v POPLINS, ETC.

WELLAWATTE SFINNING & WEAVING
MILLS LTD.

also at 473 Galle Road, Colpeqy-

WSLEY PRESS, WELLAWATTE,
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