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This Book is dedicated to the thousands of Tamils who lost their life
at the hands of the Sri Lankan State’s Armed Forces.
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PREFACE

I'am honored to write the preface to this very important book
documenting the Tamil humanitarian catastrophe of unprecedented
proportions. The authors of this book, at great risk to themselves,
have collected the grisly evidence of multiple massacres, and senseless
violence, that has cut short lives, smashed dreams, and destroyed the
hopes of the Eelam Tamils.

The enormity of the evil perpetrated on the Tamil people since
1948 is staggering. In these pages, the evil is evidenced by the
accounts of hundreds of Tamils hacked to death in the Vantharamullai
massacre, in 1990, where people were taken from the safe haven of
auniversity, and killed with outright impunity. And by the Bindunuwewa
massacre, on Oct 25th in 2000, when a mob of Sinhalese stormed the
camp and massacred 28 inmates and seriously injured 14 more while
60 police officers stationed that night to protect the inmates stood by
consenting. And by the evil of the Saththurukkondan massacre on
09.09.1990 which is horrific and mind numbing as it leaps to life with
the account of 85 women and many children, arrested and brought to
the army camp that day.

“There, the women were raped, and their breasts were cut
off. 68 children, among them five babies were also tortured
and murdered. 205 people were killed in this massacre”.

And of course the heartbreak of the Senchcholai bombing on
14 August 2006, where 52 students and two staff were killed and 130
students were seriously injured. 52 beautiful jewels lost from the crown
of the Tamil people!
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The above are just a few of the atrocities thrust upon the Tamil
people. Every page of this accounting screams pain and despair. One
must force oneself to read each page with respect and reverence for
the victims and outrage at the war criminals that remain at large.
This violence has spanned the last 60 years. It is driven by the Sinhala
Buddhist chauvinism. Fundamentally the Sinhalese are taught to
believe that the island belongs ONLY to Sinhalese Buddhists. Each
Sinhalese government has committed atrocities in the name of this
warped brand of Buddhism.

This book does not document random violence; instead it shows
a history of a systematic pattern of violence towards Tamil civilians
to colonize their land, through fear and intimidation trying to break
the Tamil nation. And what horrifies the reader page after page is the
hatred towards the Tamil men, women and children, killed simply
because they were Tamils born in Sri Lanka. From 2006 to the
present, we have seen the ethnic cleansing and genocide of the Tamils,
as a bloodstain spreading wider and encompassing thousands of
civilians, not even sparing the youngest or the oldest.

In May 2009, the state hatred toward the Tamil people
culminated in an estimate of between 30,000 and 50,000 Tamil civilians,
mass murdered by heavy artillery, intense shelling, carpet bombing,
and the use of chemical and cluster bombs in the “safe zone” that
was in itself designated by the government. The 300,000 Tamil
civilians held hostage in concentration camps denied food, medicine
and treatment is horrific. Although the government of Sri Lanka bans
any journalists from entering the camps, the conditions emerge through
eye witnesses. The fear is that a proud and distinguished people
could lie bleeding and suffering into possible extinction.

The Tamils of Eelam are crying, we must wipe away their
tears. We must demand the international community to unlock the
concentration camps and return the Tamils to their homeland. It is
imperative that it happen now! Already the Sinhalese government is
building highways to colonize the north. They seize prime Tamil land
and declare it high security zones, but then send Sinhalese to build
houses. The civilized world must stand up for the innocents now, or it
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will haunt them till the end of time. Atrocities never stay buried, as
we see in the pages of this courageous book. The government of Sri
Lanka can try and hide their despicable actions, but they leak out.
Each of us must take a stand to fight for decency and dignity for the
Tamil people.

The armed struggle is over but the battle in the political arena
to establish safety, security and dignity for the Tamil people must be
won. Economic sanctions against this despicable Sri Lankan regime
must be imposed. Just as apartheid in South Africa, crumbled to the
ground under the economic isolation imposed on them by an outraged
international community. So too, we can bring this Nazi like
government of Sri Lanka down to it’s knees through economic
boycotts, travel restrictions on it’s leaders, and criminal charges in
the International Criminal Court ( ICC) for crimes committed against
the Tamil community.

That is why a book like this is so important. The painstaking
documentation of lives erased by burning, shooting, torture, and
genocide is important for the world to see. We cannot let these people
have died in vain. This genocide is personal for me. I walked the
Vanni, after the tsunami volunteering as a doctor to help the survivors.
I traveled A-9 up through Killinochi, north thru the Elephant Pass and
visited the fishing villages that dotted the shore. I met the most
beautiful people who welcomed me into their hearts and came home
in my heart. I smelled the earth as it yielded crops, felt the sea air on
my cheeks, and looked into the eyes of people who had endured
years of civil war and now the unthinkable black wave that rose
from the sea. I held the children, talked to doctors, attended a wedding,
and taught classes at a makeshift school, met teachers, fishermen,
mothers, fathers, and dreamers. -

An extraordinary thing happened to me. I fell in love with the
Tamil people. Their gentleness, their resiliency, and their courage to
go on in unspeakable circumstances. My heart is broken with the
realization that they are gone! Since the government resumed the
war, “my people” are gone from the Vanni, dead or imprisoned in the
horror of the concentration camps. Pictures of “ my” Tamil children
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who played in their villages sits near my computer, urging me on as I
work late into the night writing letters to international leaders and the
US government, organizing boycotts of Sri Lankan goods, and
connecting with other activists all over the world. We are committed
to NEVER forget those who died and those who live in unprecedented
horror at the hands of a government that pretends that Tamils are
their citizens. Tamils the world over and their friends will never stop
fighting to unlock the camps, return the Tamils to their homeland, and
have a liberated Tamil Eelam where the hopes and dreams of the
Tamil people can be nurtured again in peace and dignity.

In the words of the Nobel Peace prize winner and Nazi
concentration camp survivor Professor Elie Wiesel:

“ ..The Tamil people are being disenfranchised and
victimized by the Sri Lankan authorities. This injustice must
stop. The Tamil people must be allowed to live in peace
and flourish in their homeland”. - June 30™ 2009

We said “Never again” to the horror of man’s inhumanity to
man in the Nazi concentration camps. Today the world must not let
evil continue unabated. We have seen enough violence in the past
100 years.

We thank the brave ones who collected the stories in this book.
In the memory of the victims, we will create a brighter future. Our
commitment to the people who perished is to bring them with us, in

our collective memories, as we create and nurture a free liberated
Tamil Eelam.

Nandri.

Dr Ellyn Shander MD
November 8, 2009, USA
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INTRODUCTION

The Sri Lankan State sponsored violence against the Tamil
people in the island of Sri Lanka has a very long history. A startling
aspect of this State violence is the large scale massacres of Tamils.
Some of them are so spectacular that they are etched in the Tamil
psyche. Prior to the signing of the internationally brokered February
2002 ceasefire agreement, there have been hundreds of such
massacres. After a two year lull, the violent campaign by the military
was re-launched in 2004. This report documents a selected number
the massacres during these two periods ending at the end of 2008.

The events of early 2009 that are the subject of many war
crimes investigations at the time of going to print are not covered in
this book. NESOHR was forced to stop functioning in Vanni by the
end of 2008 due to the prevailing situation of massive displacement
and incessant and indiscriminate artillery attacks and aerial
bombardments. We therefore did not collect on the spot reports of
the events in 2009. A collation of available evidence for this period,
however, has been added as the very last section.
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BACKGROUND

As the instances of large scale massacres reported in this book
demonstrates, Tamil were subjected to genocide by the Sri Lankan
State long before a single shot was fired by a Tamil militant against
the Sri Lankan State’s armed forces. Massacres were only a part of
this genocide program carried out by the Sri Lankan State against
the Tamils. Huge swaths of land that traditionally belonged to the
Tamils were settled by Sinhala people who were brought there from
far away places in the Sinhala areas. The motive behind many of the
massacres described here was to evict the Tamils from their land in
order to colonise it with Sinhala people. Upcountry Tamils were
disenfranchised en masse and Tamils were stripped of their language
rights.

The problems came to the fore after the British colonial powers
withdrew from the island in 1948 giving it a unitary constitution. In
effect this constitution handed over the power to the Sinhala majority.
It is this unitary constitution and the power in the hands of the Sinhalese
that lead to the unrestrained violence against the Tamils and large
scale violations of their basic human rights.

The island was under three consecutive colonial rulers the
Portuguese, Dutch and the British since the 16th century. Documented
history during these three periods reveals that the colonial rulers
maintained a separation of the Tamil and Sinhala communities in their
administrative systems. This separation was eventually eroded by
the final constitution left by the last colonial ruler, Britain. This
constitution was opposed by the Tamils even at that time.

The first victims of the Sinhala majoritarianism were the Tamil
plantation workers in the central regions of the island. These Tamils
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were brought from India by the British colonial rulers to work in the
tea plantations that they have started. A million of this working people,
contributing to the prosperity of the island for more than a century,
were disenfranchised by an infamous law in 1949.

This was soon followed by the ‘Sinhala only’ Language Act
that made the Tamil speaking people stripped of their right to use
their language in their jobs, in their courts, and in their communications
with the State. The sense of alienation from the State was further
intensified when Tamils were faced with discrimination in education
and jobs as well.

Since the British left the island, Tamil political representatives
have negotiated with successive governments to draw up new models
of governance that will give some powers to the Tamil areas to manage
their own affairs. However, the two major political parties that
dominated the politics of the Sinhala people fed on the anti-Tamil
sentiments of the Sinhala people to gain votes among them. In other
words whenever the party in power came to a negotiated agreement
with Tamil representatives for power sharing, the Sinhala party in
opposition would whip up the animosity of the Sinhala people against
the Tamils forcing the party in power to abrogate the agreement.

This violence, land grab, discrimination and abrogated
agreements lead the Tamil youth of the 1970’s to take up arms to
fight for the independence of Tamil Eelam. The nearly thirty year
history since the armed struggle was launched by the Tamil youth for
an independent Tamil Eelam is also scattered with many peace
negotiations between the Sri Lankan Government and the Tamil
political and militant groups. The last of which was the internationally
brokered 2002 ceasefire agreement. All of these agreements broke
down due to the intransigence of the Sinhala leaders and their polity.
The struggle by the Tamils continues.

The history of the Tamil and Sinhala people prior to the arrival
of the colonial powers more than 500 years ago, is marred in
controversy. At the root of this confusion is a Sinhala Buddhist text
called Mahavamsa, written about 600 years ago. Early western
historians, in the absence of any other evidence, taking much of this
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text to be true, propagated theories based on them. This text was
further reinterpreted in the 20th century by Buddhist revivalists. In
their reinterpretation the Tamil presence in the island was relegated
as late coming invaders and it also elevated the Sinhala people as the
rightful owners of the island. This has had profound effect on the
thinking of the contemporary Sinhala people leading to their
intransigence to share power with the Tamils.

Recent archaeological research in the Tamil homeland has
thrown much light on the presence of a civilization in this island several
millenniums ago and predating the arrival of Buddhism in this island.
This archaeological evidence show much in common with what has
been unearthed in Tamilnadu in India. They have demonstrated the
presence of Tamil people in this island for several millenniums. A lot
more linguistic and archaeological research needs to be done to map
the development of the Tamil and Sinhala people as well as the Muslim
people in this island. However, there is no doubt that the Tamil and
Sinhala peoples lived in this island for several thousand years.
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DATA COLLECTION AND REPORTING DETAILS

Each of the selected massacres is described briefly. The
circumstances surrounding the massacre, an eyewitness account
where ever possible, and available names of those killed are also
included. It is important to remember that the eye witnesses only report
what they saw. In reality one eye witness sees only a small part of
the larger atrocity that is planned and carried out by the State forces.

The data collection for what is described in this book has two
distinct phases. The first phase was conducted mostly during the
first two years after the 2002 ceasefire agreement, which was a
small window of time without the pervasive fear created by the
military in the Tamil homeland. This phase was started by SNE prior
to the launch of NESOHR. Data collectors were employed on
contract basis. A university graduate was appointed as the coordinator
for each district. Permission was obtained from the District Secretariat
and the help of the Grama Sevakar was sought. In addition to collecting
data on victims, affidavits were collected from families.

The questioner used to collect data is a table printed over both
sides of a large sheet of paper with 21 columns in it. Data on each
affected person is entered in one row. The columns in the table are,
1) Row number; 2) Full name of informant; 3) Full name of affected
person; 4) Relationship to informant; 5) Age of the affected person
at the time of incident; 6) Sex; 7) Permanent address; 8) Temporary
address; 9) Location of incident; 10) Year of incident; 11) Occupation
of the affected person at the time of incident; 12) Number of
dependents on the affected person under the age of 18 at that time;
13) Incident on Land or Sea; 14) In what form the person is affected;
15) What type of violence was used; 16) Offender; 17) Occasion of
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arrest; 18) Occasion of disappearance; 19) Type of limb lost; 20)
Other type of injury; 21) Notes.

All of this data collection maintained in Vanni was lost as a
result of the 2009 destruction. This book is based on the reports in
the NESOHR website that has survived the destruction. In the
description of the massacres that occurred prior to 2002, a map is
included pinpointing the exact location of the incident. Local people
remembered many of the massacres prior to 2002 by building a
monument for those killed. Pictures of some of these monuments are
also included in the pages.

For the massacres that occurred after 2002, the data collection
was carried out on the spot. As such there were difficulties in collecting
data about some of the incidents that occurred in the Sri Lankan
military areas. Many such incidents are missing from this report.
Maps are also not provided for incidents that occurred in this period
due to time constraints. People have not yet had a chance to build
monuments for these massacres. Thus there are no photos of
monuments for the massacres of this period. A photo of the incident
or a photo of the victims is provided for these cases.

Large scale displacement had taken place among the Tamil
community since the late 1970's. Therefore this report could not
include incidents that were witnessed by those who have moved to
places outside the Tamil homeland. Also missing are information about
families that were killed en masse because no one is left in the villages
to report about them.

Detailed reporting of the events of 2009 leading to the largest
ever massacre of Tamil civilians during the second week of May
2009 is presently beyond the capacity of NESOHR, which ceased to
function by January 2009 due to the prevailing situation in Vanni. A
favourable environment in the Tamil homeland is needed to accurately
document the events in this period. Efforts by other groups are,
however, underway to map the incidents in this period based on
whatever sources available. There is a brief description of this peirod
in the very last section of this book.
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xvi

We, therefore, strongly caution the readers not to consider this
book as a complete record of the massacres of Tamils by the Sri
Lankan Armed Forces.

The massacres are ordered by date in most cases but a few of
them, around ten, appear outside this order. We hope the reader will
tolerate this inconsistency in the order. NESOHR has published in
depth reports on two massacres that occurred prior to 2002 and many
of the massacres that occurred after 2002.
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ABBREVIATIONS

ID - National Identity Card

Kfir - Israeli made aerial bomber planes
LTTE - Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
NESOHR - North East Secretariat On Human Rights
SLA - Sri Lankan Army

SLAF - Sri Lankan Air Force

SLAFs - Sri Lankan Armed Forces

SLFP - Sri Lankan Freedom Party

SLN - Sri Lankan Navy

SLMM - Sri Lankan Monitoring Mission

SNE - Statistical Centre for North East
UNP - United National Party

CFA - Cease Fire Agreement

DPU - Deep Penetration Unit

ICRC - Committee of International Red Cross
TID - Terrorism Investigation Department
STF - Special Task Force

IDP - Internal Displaced Person

VOT - Voice of Tigers

NFZ - No Fire Zone

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Contents

Acknowledgements

Preface

Introduction

Background

Data Collection and reporting details
Abbreviations

1. Igniyagala massacre (05 June 1956)

2. 1958 pogrom

3. Tamil research conference massacre (10 Jan 1974)
4. 1977 communal pogrom

5. 1981 communal pogrom

6. Burning of the Jaffna library (01 June 1981)

7. 1983 communal pogrom

8. Thirunelveli massacre (24, 25 July 1983)

9. Sampalthoddam massacre - 1984

10. Chunnakam Police station massacre (08 Jan 1984)
11. Chunnakam market massacre (28 Mar 1984)

12. Mathawachchi - Rampawa (September 1984 )

13. Point Pedro - Thikkam massacre (16 Sept 1984)
14. Othiyamalai massacre (01 Dec 1984)

15. Kumulamunai massacre (02 Dec 1984)

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



16. Cheddikulam massacre (02 Dec 1984) 22

17. Manalaru massacre (03 Dec 1984) 23
18. Blood soaked Mannar (04 Dec 1984) 24
19. Kokkilai Kokkuthoduvai massacre (15 Dec 1984) 27
20. Vankalai church massacre (06 Jan 1986) 28
21. Mulliyavalai massacre (16 Jan 1985) 30
22. Vaddakandal massacre (30 Jan 1985) 32
23. Puthukkudiyiruppu Iyankovilady massacre (21 Apr 1985) 35
24. Trincomalee massacres - 1985 37
25. Valvai massacre (10 May 1985) 39
26. Kumuthini Boat massacre (15 May 1985) 39
27. Kiliveddi massacre - 1985 44
28. Thiriyai massacre (08 June 1985) 46
29. Sampalthivu (04 to 09 Aug 1985) 46
30. Veeramunai massacre (20 June 1990) 48
31. Nilaveli massacre (16 Sept 1985) 61
32. Piramanthanaru massacre (02 Oct 1985) 63
33. Kanthalai massacre (09 Nov 1985) 67
34. Muthur Kadatkaraichenai (08, 09, 10 Nov 1985) 68
35. Periyapullumalai massacre - 1986 69
36. Kilinochchi Railway Station massacre (25 Jan 1986) 70
37. Udumbankulam massacre (19 Feb 1985) 72
38. Vayaloor massacre (24 Aug 1985) 75
39. Eeddimurichan massacre (19, 20 Mar 1986) 78
40. Anandapuram shelling (04 June 1986) 79
41. Kanthalai massacre (04, 05 June 1986) 81
42. Mandaithivu sea massacre (10 June 1986) 81
43. Seruvila massacre (12 June 1986) 84
44. Thampalakamam massacres - 1985, 1986 84
45. Paranthan farmers massacre (28 June 1986) 86

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



46. Peruveli refugee camp massacre (15 July 1986)

47
48
49

. Thanduvan bus massacre (17 July 1986)
. Muthur Manalchenai massacre (18 July 1986)
. Adampan massacre (12 Oct 1986)

50. Periyapandivirichchan massacre (15 Oct 1986)

51

. Kokkadichcholai massacre (28 Jan 1987)

52. Paddithidal massacre (26 April 1987)

53

. Thonithiddamadu massacre (27 May 1987)

54. Alvai temple shelling (29 May 1987)

55

. Eastern University massacre (23 May 1990)

56. Sammanthurai massacre (10 June 1990)

37
58

. Xavierpuram massacre (07 Aug 1990)
. Siththandy massacre (20, 27 July 1990)

59. Paranthan junction massacre (24 July 1990)
60. Poththuvil massacre (30 July 1990)

61

. Thiraikerny massacre (06 Aug 1990)

62. Kalmunai massacre (11 Aug 1990)

63

. Thurainilavanai massacre (12 Aug 1990)

64. Eravur hospital massacre (12 Aug 1990)

65

. Koraveli massacre (14 Aug 1990)

66. Nelliyadi market bombing (29 Aug 1990)

67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75

. Eravur massacre (10 Oct 1990)

. Saththurukondan massacre (09 Sept 1990)

. Natpiddimunai massacre (10 Sept 1990)

. Vantharamoollai massacre (05, 23 Sept 1990)

. Mandaithivu disappearances (23 Aug, 25 Sept 1990)
. Oddisuddan bombing (27 Nov 1990)

. Puthukkudiyiruppu junction bombing (30 Jan 1991)

. Vankalai massacre (17 Feb 1991)

. Vaddakkachchi bombing (28 Feb 1991)

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

SR8 ER

102
105
106
108
109
110
113
115
116
121
127
128
129
129
130
131
133
142
143
151
158
159
160
162



76. Vantharumoolai massacre (09 June 1991)
77. Kokkadichcholai massacre (12 June 1991)
78. Pullumalai massacre - 1983-1990

79. Kinniyadi massacre (12 July 1991)

80. Akkarayan hospital massacre (15 July 1997)
81. Uruthirapuram bombing (04 Feb 1991)

82. Karapolla-Muthugalle massacre (29 April 1992)
83. Vattrapalai shelling (18 May 1992)

84. Tellipalai temple bombing (30 May 1992)

85. Mailanthanai massacre (09 Aug 1992)

86. Kilali massacre - 1992, 1993

87. Maaththalan bombing (18 Sept 1993)

88. Chavakachcheri Sangaththanai bombing (28 Sept 1993)

89. Kokuvil temple massacre & bombing (29 Sept 1993)
90. Kurunagar church bombing (13 Nov 1993)

91. Chundikulam massacre (18 Feb 1994)

92. Navaly church massacre (09 July 1995)

93. Nagarkovil bombing (22 May 1995)

94. Chemmani mass graves - 1996

95. Kilinochchi town massacre - 1996-1998

96. Kumarapuram massacre (11 Feb 1996)

97. Nachchikuda strafing (16 Mar 1996)

98. Thambirai market bombing (17 May 1996)

99. Mallavi bombing (24 July 1996)

100. Pannankandy massacre (05 July 1997)

101. Kaithady Krishanthi massacre (07 Sept 1996)

102. Vavunikulam massacre (26 Sept 1996, 15 Aug 1997)
103. Konavil bombing (27 Sept 1996)

104. Mullivaikal bombing (13 May 1997)

105. Mankulam shelling (08 June 1997)

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

164
164
166
170
171
172
173
174
176
177
178
184
185
187
188
190
191

S8EE

205
206

208
211
214
216
218
219



106. Thampalakamam massacre (01 Feb 1998)
107. O1d Vaddakkachchi bombing (26 Mar 1998)
108. Suthanthirapuram massacre (10 June 1998)
109. Visuvamadu shelling (25 Nov 1998)
110. Chundikulam bombing (02 Dec 1998)
111. Manthuvil bombing (15 Sept 1999)
112. Palinagar bombing and shelling (03 Sept 1999)
113. Madhu church massacre (20 Nov 1999)
114. Bindunuwewa massacre (25 Oct 2000)
115. Mirusuvil massacre (19 Dec 2000)

It Rains Here Too but as Bullets
116. Pesalai housing scheme massacre (23 Dec 2005)
117. Trincomalee students massacre (02 Jan 2006)
118. Manipay family massacre (24 Jan 2006)
119. TRO employees disappearance (29 Jan 2006)
120. Trincomalee riots (12 April 2006)
121. Puthoor massacre (18 April 2006)
122. Muthur bombing (25 April 2006)
123. Uthayan Daily Press Office attack (02 May 2006)
124. Nelliyadi massacre (04 May 2006)
125. Manthuvil Temple massacre (06 May 2006)
126. Allaipiddy massacre (13 May 2006)
127. Vadamunai pressure mine (07 June 2006)
128. Vankalai family massacre (08 June 2006)
129. Kaithady mass grave (06, 07, 08 June 2006)
130. Pesalai church massacre (17 June 2006)

131. Action Contre La Faim staff massacre (05 Aug 2006)

132. Nedunkerni ambulance claymore (08 Aug 2006)
133. Eastern bombing and shelling (Aug - Dec 2006)
134. Allaipiddy shelling (13 Aug 2006)

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

230
233

238
239
240
241
242
243
245

247
247
248
249
251
252
253
253
254
255
256
262



135. Senchcholai bombing (14 Aug 2006)
136. Poththuvil massacre (17 Sept 2006)
137. PTK bombing (16 Oct 2006)

138. Kilinochchi hospital precincts bombing (02 Nov 2006)
139. Vavuniya Agriculture School massacre (18 Nov 2006)
140. Padahuththurai bombing (2 Jan 2007)

141. Silavaththurai claymore attack (02 Sept 2007)

142. Periyamadu shelling (25 Oct 2007)

143. Tharmapuram bombing (25 Nov 2007)

144. Tyankulam claymore attack (27 Nov 2007)

145. Voice of Tigers Radio station bombing (27 Nov 2007)
146. Thadchanamadhu claymore attack (29 Jan 2008)

147. Kiranchi bombing (22 Feb 2008)

148. Murukandy claymore attack (23 May 2008)
149. Nahathambiran pilgrim claymore attack (02 June 2008)

150. PTK bombing (15 June 2008)

151. Puthumurippu IDP shelling (30 August 2008)
152. Kumarapuram bombing (10 Oct 2008)
153. Uruthirapuram shelling (24 Oct 2008)

154. Vallipunam bombing (30 Oct 2008)

155. Ulavanoor cluster bombing (29 Nov 2008)
156. Vaddakkachchi bombings (1-20 Dec 2008)
157. Murasumoddai bombing (31 Dec 2008)

158. Jaffna from - 2006 - 2008
159, Events since - 2009

160. In Picture

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

264
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283

285
286
287
288
289
292



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



NESOHR - Information collected by SNE | 1

1. IGNIYAGALA MASSACRE (05 JUNE 1956)

In the 1940s, the Minister of Agriculture at that time created
several Sinhala settlements in the Amparai district using state funds.
The minister created the GalOya development scheme in the Amparai
district and the Kanthalai and Allai development scheme in the
Trincomalee district and brought Sinhala settlers for these schemes
from other districts. They were given several incentives. Police and
military protection were given as well. Buddhist temples were built
and big bells were fixed to these temples. An arbitrary declaration
was made that wherever the ringing of these bells could be heard are
lands belonging to Sinhala Buddhist people. In this land grab, land
belonging to Tamils and Muslims were confiscated.

Thikavabi is a Sinhala settlement created in this manner. In the
parliamentary elections of 1956, S W R D Bandaranayake was elected
as the new prime minister. He submitted to the parliament the Sinhala
Only law which was his campaign promise. The main Tamil political
party of that time decided to protest this law peacefully. On 05.06.1956,
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it launched a Satyagraha protest in front of the old parliament building
in the Gale Face beach in Colombo. Tamil politicians from all political
parties joined in this protest. Fr Thaninayagam, a priest and a world
famous Tamil language expert also joined the protest.

This protest was attacked by Sinhala thugs on that same day it
was launched. Following this attack shops in Colombo owned by
Tamils were looted and then the shops were burnt down. Tamil people
were attacked. Echoing this violence, pogrom against Tamils broke
out throughout the island. In the Amparai district the recently settled
Sinhala thugs started violent attacks against the Tamils. 150 Tamils
working in a sugar cane farm and factory in Igniyagala under the
GalOya scheme were killed. The bodies of the dead and injured were
thrown on a fire.

This is the first large scale massacre of Tamil in the island and
many more followed over the following decades. The book
"Emergency 58" by Tarzi Vittachi stated that 150 Tamils were killed
in this pogrom.

2. 1958 POGROM

In 1956, peaceful protest by Tamils in Colombo, against the
Sinhala Only Act that was recently in passed by the parliament, was
attacked by Sinhala mobs. Tamils followed this protest with a long
march to Trincomalee and held a large meeting. At this meeting some
demands were placed for the Sri Lankan government regarding equal
status for Tamil language and regarding the development of Tamil
areas. It was after this the Banda-Chelvanayagam pact was signed.
This was quickly abrogated when the opposition party, the UNP,
launched an anti-Tamil campaign. In May 1958, plans were ahead
for one of the Tamil Political Party conference to be held in Vavuniya.
Tamils travelling by train from Batticaloa and Amparai for the
conference were attacked by Sinhala mobs in Polonnaruwa. Following
this incident, further violence against Tamils was let loose throughout
the island.
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Women were raped and Tamil property was damaged. A priest
was burnt alive inside his Kathirvelayutha temple in Pananthura. The
Sri Lankan government looked on as the violence against Tamils
continued. Many Tamil homes were set alight. Babies were dropped
in hot tar.

Well known journalist Tarzi Vittachchi wrote the famous book,
Emergency 58, about this pogrom after he was expelled from the

country.
More than 300 Tamils were killed in this pogrom.

3. TAMIL RESEARCH CONFERENCE MASSACRE
(10 JAN 1974)

Tamils were preparing on a grand scale to hold a Tamil Research
Conference in Jaffna during 3-10 January in 1974. The government
of Sri Lanka at that time did not like holding this Tamil Research
Conference in Jaffna. The government continued to place hurdles to
the organizers in Colombo and also in Jaffna through the Mayor of
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Jaffna. Permission to construct the open air platforms for the
conference was held back until the very last minute. Many
researchers who wanted to travel to Jaffna for the conference from
other countries were refused visa.

In spite of these hurdles, the conference organizers and the
Tamil people were determined to persist with the arrangements.
Seeing the support of the Tamil people for holding the conference the
government came down a little and issued visas to a limited number of
researchers.

The President of the conference organizing committee,
Thambaih, did not like holding the conference in Jaffna. He, therefore,
resigned from his post. Prof Vidhyanandan took over the responsibility
of the President. The conference started on 3 January. Hundreds of
thousands of people from different parts of Jaffna came into town to
attend the conference. Conference proceeded on a grand scale. No
conferences of the past were conducted in such a scale and with
such enthusiasm. The entire Jaffna town was in festival mood.

10 January was being celebrated as the final day of the
conference. The last item was speeches made by experts in Tamil
language about the greatness of the language and the culture based
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on it. Prof Naina Mohammad from Tamilnadu in India was delivering
the final speech. At that instant, the police lead by the Deputy Inspector
of Police for Jaffna, Chandrasekara, started to attack the people at
the conference. The police also opened fire. Nine civilians were killed,
the stages were destroyed. The same Inspector of Police
Chandrasekara was later promoted to the post of Inspector of Police
by the then Prime Minister Srimavo Bandaranayke.

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1. | Velupillai Kesavarajan Student 15
2. | Paramsoothy Saravanapavan - 26
3. | Vaithianathan Yoganathan - 32
4. | John Pidalis Sickmaringham Teacher 52
5. | Pulendran Arulappu Worker 53
6. | Rasathurai Sivanantham Student 21
7. | Rajan Thevaratnam - 26
8. | Sinnathurai Ponnuthurai Native doctor 56
9. | Sinnaththamby Nandakumar Student 14
4. 1977 COMMUNAL POGROM

In the July 1977 parliamentary elections the United National
Party received a landslide victory capturing 5/6 of the parliamentary
seats amounting to 140 seats. The party that was in government, the
SLFP, received only 8 seats. Tamil Alliance group campaigning on an
election platform of working towards an independent Tamil Eelam
state won 18 seats by receiving the vast majority of the Tamil votes.
This was not well received by the Sinhala polity.

It was in this context that the Sri Lankan police in Jaffna was
pulled up by the public for sexual harassment of school girls at a
school exhibition. Armed police later arrived at the scene in large
numbers and began threatening people.
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Following this, the Jaffna-Colombo and the Colombo-Jaffna
night mail trains were attacked when it stopped at the Anuradhapuram
railway station. Following these attacks, violence against Tamils
spread throughout the island. Tamils in Trincomalee, Vavuniya,
Ratmalana, Badhulla and Colombo were badly affected. Tamil
Alliance members of parliament raised the violence in parliament.
Yet, the then Presidential in Colombo J R Jayawardhana did not even
declare curfew or emergency. He said that he does not like to rule
the country under an Emergency Regulation.

The Sansoni Commission investigated the 1977 communal vi-
olence and submitted its report in 1980. The Sansoni commission
reported that the police acted irresponsibly during the violence. San-
soni report said that more than 300 civilians were killed during this
pogrom. However, statistics collected by other non-governmental
organizations put the number killed at more than 1500. These reports
also said that many were injured with knife, iron bars, and logs. The
report recommended compensation to the victims. It said, "Incidents
which occurred during the specified period were of such an extreme
nature and so widespread that an exception should be made as regards
the payment of compensation". The committee appointed by the govern-
ment on this recommendation to assess the compensation never sat.

5.1981 COMMUNAL POGROM

This pogrom surrounds the events in which the Jaffna library
was burnt down with its irreplaceable book. It was during a period of
election campaign. Ministers of the then UNP government, Gemini
Tissanayake and Cyril Mathew were in Jaffna. Large police force
was brought to Jaffna together with many Sinhala thugs and was
accommodated in the Jaffna Thuriappa Stadium.

At an election campaign meeting on 31.05.1981, in Jaffna, a
Sinhala police was killed. Following this the police set fire to the
Nachchimar Temple outside of which the campaign meeting was
taking place.
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Following this the police burnt down the large Jaffna market
building with shops and stocks. Many statues representing Tamil culture
were destroyed. The memorial built for those killed in the Tamil
Research Conference was also destroyed.

The thugs went into the home of Member of Parliament,
Yogeswaran, and inquired about the location of his house. Realising
what the thugs were after, Yogeswaran, escaped through the back
door with his family. His house was burnt by the Sinhala thugs.
Yogeswaran in a statement published in India Today of June 1981
said that those who burnt down his house were Sinhalese. The same
thugs burnt down the office of the Tamil Alliance party. Several other
homes and public buildings were set alight.

The Jaffna library was burnt the day after the above arson.
Rev Fr Thaveethu, who watched the Jaffna library burning from the
second storey of the Bishop's House, died of heart attack on the spot.

6. BURNING OF THE JAFFNA LIBRARY (01 JUNE 1981)

Jaffna library was considered the largest library with the rarest
collection of books and manuscripts in the whole of South Asia. It
was the educational heritage of the people in the North of the island.
It was located south of the Jaffna town on the eastern end of a
famous sports ground. Besides it is the Jaffna Central College and
the clock tower built during the British rule.

The library housed more than 97,000 rare books and was unique
in the entire island. For its time, it was a library well designed for

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



8 | Massacres of Tamils

study and was sought by students and academics as well as by foreign
diplomats.

On 1 June 1981 at 10.00 pm, all three armed forces of the Sri
Lankan government entered the library premises and chased away
the security guard. They broke open the library door and started
burning books. A rare collection of 97,000 books were burnt in a few
minutes. The building was also set alight. The burning of the Jaffna
library is one clear example of the intent of the Sri Lankan government
to destroy the Tamil culture in the island. This book burning of the
rarest collection of books in South Asia must be engraved as a tragic
episode in the human history.

7.1983 COMMUNAL POGROM

THE PRECURSORS

Local government elections were held in the Northern district
of that time in May 1983. This turned out to be a contest between the
Tamil moderate party and the emerging Tamil nationalist sections
which boycotted the elections. 98% of the voters boycotted. Following
the elections the Sri Lankan military which by now has been sent in
numbers to Jaffna burnt down shops in the Kandarmadam area and
entered private homes and stole valuable properties. The troubles
spread to Vavuniya and Tamil shops were burnt there as well.

The worst hit was Trincomalee where during the month of
June 1983, every day a village was attacked and at least one civilian was
murdered by the military and Sinhala thugs supported by the military

On 01.07.1983, many Tamil Nationalist organizations called a
protest against the massacres in Trincomalee. A train from Colombo
was burnt by Tamil militant youths. Two senior protest leaders, Dr
Tharmalingam and Kovai Maheson, were arrested and taken to
Colombo. Two press offices in Jaffna that of the Suthanthiran and
Saturday Review publications were scaled off by the military.
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Using the claymore attack on 23.07.1983 in Thirunelveli that
killed 13 Sri Lankan soldiers, as a pretext, an island wide pogrom
against Tamils was let loose organized by the government ministers.

IN COLOMBO

On Sunday 24th of July 1983 several persons boarded public
and private buses in Colombo and began to make racist remarks
designed to whip up animosity towards the Tamil community. Some
shops belonging to Tamil traders were burnt and some people beaten
and killed. Troubles spread quickly. By Monday morning the attacks
has spread to several outlying areas of Colombo. Violence continued
with increased intensity throughout Monday. Vehicles driving on the
road were stopped. If the occupants were Tamil they were beaten
and sometimes killed. Thugs with electoral lists in their hands went
from house to house, killing Tamils and burning property owned by
Tamils. The electoral lists helped them to identify Tamil houses. Some
Sinhalese people at great risk to their own safety hid Tamil friends in
their houses.

Several eye witnesses including tourists have reported that the
security personnel looked on as the violence was perpetrated. There
are reports that the Army even threatened Police not to harass the
rioters. On Monday 25th of July at 4.00 p.m. the government imposed
curfew and this stayed in force throughout Tuesday the 26th. It was
again imposed on 27th from 4.00 p.m. to 5.00 a.m. In spite of the
curfew attacks on Tamil people continued throughout this period.

REST OF THE ISLAND

The communal violence against Tamils was not restricted to
Colombo. Thugs roamed the city of Kandy looking for Tamils on the
streets and in the buses. In Trincomalee on 26th of July, 200 houses
of Tamils were burned. Violence in Trincomalee town has been
continuing for over a month by the time the violence broke out in
Colombo on the 23rd of July. The Trincomalee town has a Sri Lankan
naval base. The violence against Tamils here was assisted by Sri
Lankan Navy as well as the Army and the Police. In Jaffna on the
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23rd of July, the Army went on a rampage shooting, on the road, in
the houses and in buses killing a total of 50 civilians.

WELIKADE PRISON MASSACRE

On 25th July Sinhala prisoners attacked and murdered 35 Tamil
detainees in a section of the Welikade prison in Colombo. Another 28
Tamil detainees in a different section was immediately transferred to
the Youth Ward. On the 27th armed Sinhala prisoners scaled the
walls and appeared in front of the Youth Ward. Dr. Rajasundaram
respected for his tireless work among the downtrodden sections of
the Tamil community was one of the detainees in the Youth ward. He
came forward and pleaded with the attackers to spare them. Door
suddenly opened and Dr Rajasundaram was dragged out and beaten
to death. The rest of the detainees broke the chairs and tables and
used it to keep the attackers at bay.

ICJ REPORT

International Commission of Jurists issued a report on the
pogrom. It was written by Paul Sieghart. This report suggests that
the riots of July 1983 began even before the reports of the killing of
13 Sri Lankan soldiers in a claymore attack in Jaffna appeared in the
local newspapers.

Only on the fifth day, on 28th July the President of Sri Lanka
appeared on television. In a brief address he blamed the violence and
destruction exclusively on the reaction of "the Sinhala people" to the
movement for the establishment of a separate Tamil state, and
announced the Cabinet decision to bring in what in the event became
the Sixth Amendment to the country's constitution.

FOLLOWING IS FROM PAUL SIEGHART'S REPORT,

“In his address to the nation on the 5th day of rioting
president did not see it fit to utter one single word of
sympathy for the victims of the violence and destruction
which he lamented. If his concern was to re-establish
communal harmony in the Island whose national unity he
was anxious to preserve by law that was a misjudgement
of monumental proportions...
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But what I find most extraordinary is that, to this day, there
has been no attempt to find out the truth through an official,
public and impartial enquiry, when the situation in the
country cries out for nothing less."

CASUALTY FIGURES

Due to the absence of any public inquiry following the riots the
actual number of deaths and the cost of damage to property were
never established. 200,000 Tamils were immediately rendered
refugees. Tamil organizations that have carried out their own survey
estimate that nearly 3000 Tamils were killed. All non-government
reports on the riots came to the conclusion that the violence was
deliberately started by the government and was carried out through
the use of thugs, controlled and organized by members of the governing
United National Party.

REFERENCES:

0  Sri Lanka: A Mounting Tragedy of Error by Paul Sieghart.
Report of a mission to Sri Lanka in January 1984 on behalf
of the International Commission of Jurists and its British
section Justice, March 1984.

0  Detention, Torture and Murder - Sri Lanka by S A David
(Survivor of the Prison Massacre).

0  Sri Lanka Hired Thugs by Amrit Wilson in New Statesman,
26 July 1983.

o Race & Class Vol 26 No 4 1985

8. THIRUNELVELI MASSACRE (24, 25 JULY 1983)

Thirunelveli comes under the Nallur Assistant Government
Agent Division in the Jaffna district. It is located north of the Jaffna
town, 3 Kms from it, along the Palaly road. Jaffna University, Jaffna
Technical College and several Government offices are located in

Thirunelveli.
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Thirunelveli

On 23.07.1983 at 11.45 am, a Sri Lankan military vehicle on
patrol came under a landmine attack on Palaly Road between
Parameshwara Junction and Thirunelveli Junction. Thirteen Sri
Lankan military soldiers were killed in this attack. That night and on
the following day, the military entered the homes of civilians in Palaly
Road and Sivan Amman village and in total they shot dead 51 people.
Many homes were set alight.

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1.| Nagalingam Sivalingam Supervisor 35
2.| Sinnaiya Sathananthan Watch repairer 40
3.| Kanthaiya Sanmukanathan - 60
4.| Seevaratnam Thaventhiran Student 19
5.| Kanakaratnam Kirusnanantham Business 33
6.| Sanmukanathan Saththiyathevan Salesman 18
7.| Palachchanthiran Ajith Child 6
8.| Thankarasa Kajendhiran Student 9
9.| Selvakanthini Child 11
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10. | Pilip Alociyas Santhirasekaram Business 34
11. [Ponnaiya Bararayasingam Teacher -
12. |[Ramasami Nagarasa Labourer 24
13. |Supramaniyam Barameswaran Manager 39
14. | Sinnaththampi Saravanamuththu Teacher 39

9. SAMPALTHODDAM MASSACRE - 1984

Sampalthoddam is a village three miles along Mannar road from
Vavuniya town. Today this is called Navalarpannai. The time was
early 1984 prior to the Thimbu talks which was late 1984.

A survivor who remains anonymous describes the event as
she remembers it:

"People were returning from a wedding in a privately hired
bus. The SLA stopped the bus near Pambaimadu and took
all 70 people on the bus to a teak estate called Thekka
vaththai. There, the SLA sent the 15 women and children
who were in the bus and made the remaining 55 men look
at the teak trees and then sprayed them with bullets.
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The SLA then kicked the bodies that have fallen to see if
they were still alive, those who made any noise in pain
were shot again. One person fell to the ground in shock
and was not hit by any of the bullets. Two of the men, who
were shot, fell on top of him and died. He was thus lying in
a pool of blood. When the SLA kicked his body he did not
make any noise and the SLA thought he was dead too.
When the SLA left, he ran to a village called Thalampok
kanai. In this village there was a Muslim community leader
who was very close to the Tamils and was a strong
supporter of the LTTE. He owned a shop. The man ran to
his shop and told the Muslim leader what has happened.
From there the man went to Jaffna without telling the police,
as he was so scared. The villagers went to the sight of the
massacre and the news of the incident soon spread.

I heard that the man was given protection and sent somewhere
safe. I do not know what happened to him after that. We went
and looked at the massacre sight. It was very close to where
we were living. We noticed that there were no bodies of
women there. The man had said that the women were made
to get off the bus. We do not know what happened to the
women. The women did not give any statements."

10. CHUNNAKAM POLICE STATION MASSACRE
(08 JAN 1984)

Chunnakam is in the Uduvil Assistant Government Agent
Division in the Jaffna district. Ten Kms from Jaffna town, on the
KKS road, travelling towards Kankesanthurai, there is the Chunnakam
junction. The Chunnakam Police station was located 250 metres south
from this junction.

Many young men arrested under the Prevention of Terrorism
Act without any evidence against them were kept in remand in the
Chunnakam Police Station. On 08.01.1984, during the period when
Tamil militant attacks on the Sri Lankan military started to spread,
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the Police placed a time bomb in the room where the young men
were kept and left the building. When the bomb exploded all 19 young
men inside was killed. Sanjeevan who went in to save the young men
was also killed.

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1. | Sellar Sivalingham Student 22
2. | Vaithilingham Nigethanan Student 21
3. | Kandiah Palan Farmer 25
4. | Appaiah Nagarasa Salesman 38
5. | Aaseervatham Vijith Vimalarasa Electrician 20

11. CHUNNAKAM MARKET MASSACRE (28 MAR 1984)

Chunnakam market is situated 7 Kms from Jaffna town on
Chunnakam road. This is a central market where most agricultural
products grown in Jaffna, Kilinochchi and also other district are
brought for sale. On 28.03.1984, Sri Lankan military arrived in tanks
and jeeps at the Chunnakam market and the bus stop and started
opening fire at the people crowded in these two places. Eight civilians
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were killed and about 50 were injured. The military set fire to the
market and many shops were burnt down.

The military then left the location and drove through Mallakam
along KKS road. There they started shooting everyone who came
within their sight. One civilian was killed. From here the military went
to Tellipalai. There, students from the Union College, who were coming
out of the school after writing an examination, were attacked. 26
students were injured in this attack. Another 20 civilians who happened
to be on the same road were also injured.

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1. | Kanthaiya Balasupramaniyam Security 52
2. | Nagalinkam Sivasupramaniyam Supervisor 54
3. | Thampimuththu Suntharalingam Labourer 38
4. | Vallipuram Suntharalingam Business 68
5. | Vairavi Thiyakarasa Business 42
6. | Basubathi Thavamani Home maker 43
7. | Nadarasa Yokarasa Business 27
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12. MATHAWACHCHI - RAMPAWA SEPTEMBER-1984

Mathawachchi is located south of Vavuniya on the A9 road.
The village is populated mainly by Sinhala and Muslim people.
Following the 1983 pogrom against Tamils, Tamil passengers travelling
from Colombo to Jaffna have been attacked on several occasions.

One day in the first week of September 1984 a passenger bus
which was going to Jaffna from Colombo was stopped at
Mathawachchi junction by the Sri Lankan military and the bus with
the passengers were taken to Mannar road and there 15 civilians in
the bus were killed including the driver and 31 civilians were wounded.

13. POINT PEDRO-THIKKAM MASSACRE (16 SEPT 1984)

On 16.09.1984, four Sri Lankan soldiers were killed in a land
mine explosion. In a revenge attack, the Sri Lankan Police attacked
and killed 16 civilians. Hartley College Library and its laboratory were
burnt down. (Map Back side)
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14. OTHIYAMALAI MASSACRE (01 DEC 1984)

This is a remote village on the border of Mullaithivu district.
More or less the entire population worked in their own paddy fields
and they had ample farming produce to live by. However, Sinhalese
settlers were settling in Ken Farm and Dollar Farm and displacing
the Upcountry Tamils in these places who had already been displaced
from the Upcountry as a result of ethnic violence. From 29th November
1984 until 2nd December 1984 the SLAFs declared a curfew. A
SLAFs regiment moved from Pathaviya to Othiyamalai on 1st
December 1984. The SLAFs rounded up the people of Othiyamalai
village. When the villagers opened their door at 5.00 am on that day,
they saw the Sri Lankan soldiers standing in green attire. The soldiers
spoke fluent Tamil and asked for all the men in the village to come to
the Development Society building managed by the LTTE, and
demanded that they assist the struggle waged by the LTTE. Deceived
by the pretension of the Sri Lankan army soldiers 32 men went.
Sithambarapillai Sagunthararasa otherwise known as Rasa lost his
father and five uncles in the Othiyamalai Nedunkerni Massacre. His
account is as follows:

"On 2nd December 1984, 32 people were massacred here.
My father and five of my uncles were killed. Around 5:00
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or 5:30 'in- the
morning, the SLA
came to our village.
We were small }
children then. We only
know what people told
us, we don't remember §
much. My father was
listening to the radio. It was only when they caught him that
we realized they were the SLA. They caught our uncle at our
house. They tore up his shirt in front of us and tied his hands.
Like this, the SLA went in twos and threes to every house
and caught each family head. On Puthukkudiyiruppu Road,
they saw a tractor. They took hold of the tractor and put
everyone they had brought on this tractor. They tied up
everyone's hands and eyes. They shot everyone whilst the
men remained still tied. The watching villagers told us, that
they put five people, all of them over fifty years old in the
back of a tractor. They took off the side doors of the tractor,
placed them on top of the five old men and the soldiers then
stood on top of the men singing and dancing as they drove
away."
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AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1. |Nakamani Sinnaiya 50
2. |Nakaratnam Ketheeswaran 23
3. |Nalaiya Navaratnam 17
4. |Kanthaiya Kanakaiya -
5. |Kanthaiya Ponnampalam 48
6. |Kanthaiya Sivasithamparam 35
7. | Kirusnapillai Rasalingam 29
8. |Karuppaiya Thankarasa 18
9. |Kanapathippillai Sinnaiya 35
10. | Kanapathippilai Sivapatham 28
11. | Thanmotharampillai 51
12. | Thamotharampillai Sathasivam 46
13. | Thampiyaija Kasippillai 45
14. | Thampiyaija Veluppillai 38
15. | Thampiyaija Supramaniyam 26
16. | Thampiyaija Sivanganam 23
17. | Alakaiya Jekanathan 17
18. | Kovinthar Kanavathippillai 55
19. | Ponnampalam Thevarasa 25
20. | Veluppillai Sithambarampillai 36
21. | Suppaiya Kenkatharan 26
22. | Sinnaya Rasenthiram 21
23. | Sithamparampillai Rasaiya 27
24. | Sankarappillai Saparatham 40
25. | Sankarappillai Sanmukasuntharam 25
26. | Sanmukarasa Ravichchanthiran 16
27. | Veerakaththi Thillainadarasa 25
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15. KUMULAMUNAI MASSACRE (02 DEC 1984)

Kumulamunai is in the Mullaithivu district. Farming and rearing
livestock are the main occupation of the village. During the 1984, it
was common for the Sri Lankan military to round up the Kumulamunai
village and arrest people and torment them. On 01.10.1984, the village
was rounded up by the Sri Lankan military and two people from the
same family were arrested. Following this on 29.11.1984 several more
villagers were arrested. Military released most of the people it had
arrested except the four brothers of the two people arrested earlier

and another person from Kumulamunai named Mohan. The families
of these men persisted in seeking the release of the men. The military
promised to release them after inquiry. On 01.12.1984, the military
told the families that they have shot dead all seven men.

Six of the seven men shot dead are brothers. Six of the men
were married.

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1. | Ponnampalam Namasivayam - 51

2. | Ponnampalam Ananthan - 53
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3. | Ponnampalam Kenkatharan - 45
4.| Ponnampalam Ponrasa - 43
5.| Ponnampalam Santhiralinkam - 49
6.| Ponnampalam Vivekanantham - 47
7. | Mokanathash - 32

16. CHEDDIKULAM MASSACRE (02 DEC 1984)

Cheddikulam is a border village in the Vavuniya district and is
located 20 Kms from the Vavuniya town along the Vavuniya-Mannar
Road. Farmers, business people, labourers and government employees
live in this area.

On 02.12.1984, the Sri Lankan military imposed curfew
throughout Cheddikulam. The military began cordoning off the
Cheddikulam area at 5.30am in the morning. Most of the people in
the village were still asleep. The military that came into the village
took the males for inquiries. 52 men were taken in the military vehicles
to the adjacent town of Mathawachchi. There has been no information
about these 52 men since. The people of the Cheddikulam village are
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saying that the 52 men were taken to a Sinhala village in
Mathawachchi, and there they were chopped up with sharp knives
and heavy vehicles were run over them. As a result, the Cheddikulam
villagers say all 52 men died.

T Yesuthasan, teacher at Cheddikulam Mahavidhyalayam says,

"Following the incident people displaced to Vanni, Madhu
and India. Among the 52 people killed were my younger brother,
my brother-in-law and two more people living with us."

Mayilvahanam of Cheddikulam says,

"On that day many of us ran into the forest and hid. My
home was completely destroyed by the Sri Lankan army"

17. MANALARU MASSACRE (03 DEC 1984)

On 03.12.1984, Sri Lankan military rounded up Manalaru area
and fired randomly at the civilians. Civilians from Manalaru and
Amaravayal were chased away by the Sri Lankan military and their
houses were set on fire. People who have lived in the villages for
generations were thus displaced.
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Many civilians were killed including women and children.
Hundreds of families were displaced from these areas. Sinhalese
were settled in these villages later.

18. BLOOD SOAKED MANNAR (04 DEC 1984)

Mannar is one of the eight districts of the Northeast province.

The main occupation of the Mannar people is fishing. The historical
Hindu temple, Thiruketheeswaram, and the famous Catholic Madhu
church are located in this district. On 4 December 1984 the Sri Lankan
military conducted an attack on the people of

B Nanaddan and Manthai areas in the district.

On 04.12.1984, the military arrested a
® young man from Isaimalaithivu and were
B taking him to their camp when the military
vehicle came under a landmine attack. There
Sl were no serious damages. The military went

® to its Thalladi military camp and started to
shell civilian areas from there.

The military burnt 15 men alive who
were previously arrested by them. The
military also arrested 30 more people who
were travelling on the road in front of their camp and burnt them
alive as well. People in the Mannar town were able to observe the
smoke arising from the 45 burning bodies.

On the same day, the military from the Thalladi and Silavaththai
military camps rounded up several residential areas. The military that
left from Mannar travelled on the Mathawachchi road through the
villages of Sirunavatkulam, Nochchikulam, Kallikkaddaikadu, Uyilankulam,
Parapankandal, Uyirththarasankulam, Aththikkuli, Chemmanthivu,
Murunkan and went up to the Madhu road. All along they attacked
and burnt homes and offices and shot and killed people. Employees
of the Chemmanthivu Cooperative Society and the employees of the
Murunkan post office were killed in these atrocities. The military
that left Silavaththai also carried out atrocities along the way.
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The military from the Thalladi camp after arriving at Madhu
road stopped a bus full of passengers. They ordered everyone to get
off the bus and all the passengers and the driver were shot dead.
Two days after this the Bishop of Mannar and the Mannar Government
Agent collected 90 bodies and took them to the Mannar hospital.
More than 200 people were killed in this episode of violence by the

military.
AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1. | Anthoni Kurusuthasan Farmer 23
2. | Alakaiya Kalimuththu Farmer 31
3. | Muththuchchami Supramaniyam Mechanic 58
4. | Mansan Sivanappan Labourer 34
5. | Murukesu Navaratnam Farmer 54
6. | Murukesu Sellamma Home maker 60
7. | Manaval Alexs Farmer 52
8. | Maiyilvakanam Jeyakkumar Farmer 32
9. | Anthoni Sebamalai Clerk 48
10.| Kentimariyathas Miyes Farmer 57
11. | Anthoni Yokanatha Student 18
12.| Anthoni Yokanathanmiral Student 18
13.| Appuththurai Veerasingam Mechanic 40
14.| Susaiyappu Inmanuvellembet Farmer 24
15.| Imanuvel Susaiyappulembet Labourer 24
16.| Ramaiya Kanthasami Labourer 50
17.| Ramalingam Rakunathan Audit 40
18.| Ramalingam Laxmanan Labourer 50
19.| Mukamad Kaniva Sullththan Labourer 36
20.| Kuppusami Sellaththurai Audit 55
21.| ArulmalarJohnpappisd Home maker 28
22.| K.T.Rajaradnam Doctor 67
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23.| Karuppaiya Achchuthan Engineer 34
24.| Karuppaiya Perumal Labourer 60
25.| Pilip Pilenthiran Farmer 56
26.| Alpiratpol Noyalimmanu Farmer 45
27.| Alpons Susainathankuru Manager 34
28.| Andiarumukam Sunthararaj Farmer 45
29.| Yakkovu Manuval Farmer 50
30.| Pethuru Ariyaratnam Postman 42
31.| Alakan Kalemuththu Labourer 65
32.| Savariyan Santhiyekuparuna Farmer 32
33.| Savariyan Santhiyekuparinanthu Farmer 33
34.| Vallipuram Thiyakarasa Postmaster - 40
35.| Richchartkulas Thekkilayark - 48
36.| Milasakipu Appulmajithu Farmer 43
37.| Sinnaththampi Suppiramaniyam Farmer 51
38.| Pusari Kanthasami Labourer 46
39.| S Kathiraban Arumukam Govtemployee 72
40.| Santhiya Susainathan Business 36
41.| Akkinimuththu Ramasami Labourer 34
42| Bransisavari Saram Farmer 54
43.| Sebamalai Merikarmilarani Home maker 28
44.| Loranspillai Baviluppillai Farmer 47
45.| Santhiyappillai Mariyampillai Farmer 30
46.| Saminathan Kannusami Watcher 28
47.| Kappaneyina Najimutheen Labourer 32
48.| Velu Banneerchchelvam Business 31
49.| Ponnampalam Business 40
50.| Arulanantham Thurairaja Govt employee 32
51.| Ponnaiya Alakaiya Farmer 65
52.| Pensameen Thavaratnam Prison Guard 45
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53.| Sellaiya Sanmukanathan Nurse 45
54.| Velu Rajalingam Labourer 25
55.| Seemanpillai Santhiyampillai Farmer 58
56.| Velu Kanapathippillai Farmer 58
57.| Pilenthiran Alpons Farmer 55
58.| Veluppillai Kanapathippillai Farmer 58
59.| Susai Neekkilas Labourer 38

19. KOKKILAI KOKKUTHODUVAI MASSACRE
(15 DEC 1984)

On 15.12.1984, Sri Lankan military entered the villages of
Kokkilai, Kokkuthoduvai, Karunaddukerni, Nayaru, Kumulamunai,
and Alampil in the Mullaithivu district. The military killed many civilians
and destroyed property. 131 civilians were killed including 31 women
and 21 children. More than 2000 families were displaced following
this operation and they remain displaced to this date in 2006.
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20. VANKALAI CHURCH MASSACRE (06 JAN 1986)

Vankalai village is in the Mannar district. The Vankalai church
served the villagers of Vankalai.

On 06.01.1986, at 12.30 pm, military surrounded the Vankalai
village and began shelling and continued shelling till 10.00 am the
next day. When the military began firing in the direction of the
residence of the church priest, Rev Mary Bastion, he came out in his
robes with his prayer beads and begged them to stop shooting. The
priest was shot. The military dragged his body to the front of the
sister's residents. People hiding in the first
story of the church saw this. Many of
& other civilians who were running in fear
were also shot and killed. Following this
I carnage the military was celebrating their

¥ achievement. The military then took all
- the dead bodies in their vehicle and left.
All eight bodies except that of Mary
~ Bastian were handed over to the hospital
£ by the military. Many young men who
# were injured in the shooting were treated
. secretly.

A woman eye witness from
Vankalai:

"Our house is near the Vankalai church. I was sleeping at
that time. At around 11pm I heard bullet noises all around
our house. Some fell on our house. We could hear these
sounds till 6am the next morning. I could hear sounds of
torture in one of the rooms.

I thought that the army had left and went to the Church.
The Sisters inside told me to run away as the army were
still there. So I did.

When they finally left, I went back and went into the Father
- Mary Bastion's room. There were two boys there. They
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were dead and their blood had mixed in with kerosene on
the floor.

Seven people died in total. Six people were in the hospital.
The SLA were dancing and singing that night. It seemed
that they were all drunk or on drugs.

I was told that the Father had been shot dead. His body
had been dragged outside and his photo taken. The Father's
body was taken to Thalladi Army Camp. That day we could
see smoke coming from the Army camp. We feared that the
Father's body was being burnt.

The Bishop and the other Fathers went to the Thalladi Army
Camp the next day to ask for the Father's body. But the
SLA denied any knowledge of the body."

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1. | Mariathalmaida Thashan Worker 26
2. | Soosaiyappu Menperis Student 20
3. | Gnanasegaram Rubankurui Fisherman 24
4. | Saviriyan Antony Fisherman 23

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



30 | Massacres of Tamils

Muniyappan Neelamegam Fisherman 28
Santhiya Alexshanthar Fisherman 34
St.Mery Pastiyan Father

o9 | e

Luyisamma Piranda - 60

21. MULLIYAVALAI MASSACRE (16 JAN 1985)

Mulliyavalai village is situated on the Mullaithivu-Vavuniya road
in the Mullaithivu district. It is an ancient village with fertile land and
has retained many of the folk culture of time past.

16.01.1985 was a festive day, the day after Thaipongal.
Thaipongal is thanks giving festival for the sun and on the following
day the farm animals are honoured for their role in the farmer's life.
At4.00 am on that morning the Sri Lankan military rounded up this village.

The military arrested 17 people. One of them was a pregnant
woman and another was a young mother of three children. Before
they left, the military burnt down many homes. About 30 minutes
later, people heard several gunshots. News started to spread that all
the 17 people who were arrested have been shot dead. The villagers
kept this news from the relatives of the 17 arrested.
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A while later military vehicles started moving towards the
Mullaithivu town. The relatives stared into the military vehicles looking
for their loves ones. When their relatives did not return even the next
day, the families, accompanied by a local Justice of Peace, Thiagaraja,
went to the military camp in Mullaithivu.

There the families saw the bodies of their loved ones thrown
on the ground. The bodies had no clothes on them. The hand, legs
and heads were chopped off. There were many torture marks on the
body. The body of one woman had many cigarette burns. When the
families asked to take the bodies of their loved ones, the military
demanded that the families sign a statement that those killed were
terrorists. When the families refused to do this the military refused to
hand over the bodies.

Thavaratnam Thilakavathy of Mulliyavalai says,

"On 16.01.1985, the Sri Lankan military arrested 17 people
including my husband and my son and took them towards
the forest nearby. The military burnt many homes and stole
many properties."

Pushparanee says,

"The Sri Lankan military entered our home and arrested
my brother and my mother and killed them both. The army
said that they killed the people who were Tigers. One
woman, Kumarasamy Vijayakumari who was 7 months
pregnant was also killed. Many of us here were affected
by this. Since this happened the day after Thaipongal
festival, we do not celebrate Thaipongal any more".

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1. | Nagaratnam Sriskantharasa - 35
2.| Thambaiya Vivekanantham Student 17
3.| Sinnappan Annalaxmi Home maker 35
4.| Suppan Sinnan Self Employed 40
5.| Pilippaiya Yokarasa Fisherman 17
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6. | Sellaththurai Kumarasami Farmer 35
7. | Sellaththurai Navaratnam Farmer 38
8. | Kumarasami Vijayakumari Home maker 27
9. | Markkandu Thadsanamoorththi Fisherman 19
10§ Thambaiya Balasubramanivam Farmer 30
11 Navaratnam Thayaparan Student 15

22. VADDAKANDAL MASSACRE (30 JAN 1985)

Vaddakandal is situated in the Mannar district and it is a farming
area. On 30.01.1985, around 5.00am in the morning, 200 Sri Lankan
military men stationed in the Thalladi military camp came out and
moved into the Vaddakandal village through Mathawachchi road and
along the Kaddukarai Lake.

At 6.30 am they entered the homes of the villagers and began
shooting and stabbing people. During this massacre the Sri Lankan
Air Force helicopters also strafed the village. The military entered
the Vaddakandal Government Tamil Mixed School and attacked the
principal, teachers and students. Eighteen people were killed in the school.

While this killing was going on, the military also attacked people
working in the fields and people on the street. This attack went on
for six hours. At 2.00pm the military ordered the people to load the
military vehicles with the dead bodies and took the bodies to the
Thalladi military camp. 52 people died in this massacre and 40 were
injured.

Mayilvahanam Mohan's account of what happened is as
follows,

"The SLA from Thalladi Army Camp surrounded the
following 3 villages, Palaperuman Kattu and Vaddakandal
and Parapankandal. Around 1.00am, we heard vehicle
noise. We had no idea they were coming or what they would
do. At about 5am in the morning - we heard gun fire from
all directions. People woke up and started running
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everywhere. There was a helicopter in the air which started
firing.

They did not worry about a person's age. Young or old -
they were all shot and killed that day. They went into the
paddy fields and picked up people with both hands, held
them up and shot them for others to see. This is the first
time we saw this happen. 35 people were shot in the fields,
15 people were shot in town. At the school there were about
250 children studying. They dragged the principle and all
the teachers out, tortured and shot them in front of the
villagers. They were all asked to stand in a line - when
they were shot. A few people escaped. I was one of them.
18 people were shot there.

Mayilvaganam Ganesh was made to shoot his cousin and
asked to drink his blood. He was beaten severely. Every
time he refused to drink the blood - they hit him some more.
His legs were broken.

After all of this happened, the Army brought a villager's
lorry. Three of us had been captured and not yet shot. They
made us put all the bodies in the lorry and took us with
them. A little while away - they told us that since we had
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helped them, they would spare us our lives. We ran away
and escaped. They took some of the bodies to Thalladi
Army camp and took some to Mannar Hospital. The Grama
Sevakar helped the villagers to carry out the investigation.

Beside this village there was a Muslim village - but nothing
happened to them. Three days later, there were funerals
happening in every house. The army returned and
surrounded the forest. At that time we did not have any
associations with the LTTE. They may have been there, but
we did not know where they were. The SLA kept coming
back after that and tormented all the villagers who had to
live in constant fear."

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1. |Ponnar Ponnappan Fisherman 30
2. | Santhan Thombaimiyes Farmer 28
3. | Savariyan Alponsparula Farmer 25
4. | Madaiyappan Pandiyappan Farmer 24
5. | Muththannathevar Nadarasa - 39
6. | Murukesu Thambappillai - 55
7. |Rasu Selvarasa Driver 30
8. | Kannikkavundar Suntharalinkam Farmer 23
9. | Karuppaiya Jeyaratnam - 25
10| Piransi Kaiththan Farmer 27
11. Piransi Saminathan Farmer 37
12.{ Thirumal Ramachchanderan - 26
13{Manaval Victor Salesman 45
14| Alexsandar Parnanthu - 2
15| Arunasalam Suntharamoorththi - 45
16.| Sebamalai Pernando Business 21
17 Sellaiya Ramasami Farmer 35
18/ Vellaichchami Muththurasa Farmer 20
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19 Sellaiya Ramasami - 30
20 Venkadasalam Thevaraj Farmer 34
21| Vellaichchami Muththurasa - 35
22| Ganappirakasam Sebmalai Farmer 22
23 | Santhiyeku Anthoni Farmer 40
24| Suppan Palani - 42
25| Suppiramaniyam Sanmukanathan Labourer 33
26.| Sinnaya Seruvarajan Labourer 33
27 Srikori Radnathurai - 32
28 |Raman Thankarasa - 56
29| Ramasami Atputharasa - 19
30/ Ramasami Selvarasa - 22
31|Raman Thankarasa Farmer 35
32| Ramachchandiran Theyvenduran Farmer 18
33| Ramasami Selvarasa Farmer 27
34| Piransi Saminathan Farmer 36
35| Muththusami Saththiyaseelan Farmer 42

23. PUTHUKKUDIYIRUPPU [YANKOVILADY
MASSACRE (21 APR 1985)

Puthukkkudiyiruppu is situated in the Mullaithivu district 20 Kms
from Mullaithivu town. On 21.04.1985, SLAFs from Mullaithivu as
usual rounded up the village of Puthukkudiyiruppu. Government
employees were identified among them and released. People who

did labour work for daily wages were taken in a military vehicle
towards Oddisuddan.

Sivananthan Megambalam narrowly escaped death on that
fateful day. His account of the incident is as follows:

"They would come in the middle of the night and early in
the morning and surround the roads, shrubs and bushes
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in hope of catching the locals. They would come from
Mudllaithivu.

On the 21st April 1985, they arrived very early in the
morning and took their positions. We were still asleep.
Previously if we found out that the SLA were going to come,
we would go and hide in the forest and remain there without
food for a few days. However that morning, we were
unaware. As our house was right next to Oddisuddan Road,
we were unable to run anywhere.

They rounded up people and took them to Puthupalavu
Shop at Puthukkudiyiruppu market. They arrested me too.
But because my mother came running towards them
screaming and pleading to let me go - they for some
unknown and lucky reason did. Once they had finished
their round up, they started leaving in their army vehicles.
They took the people they had arrested in the back of their
armoured vehicle. About half a kilometer from our house,
by the side of Oddisuddan road, there were some very thick
bushes. We heard a big explosion and continued to hear
smaller noises. We later found out that over 30 people were
taken to a lane near Oddisuddan Road and shot. Most of
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the people died. Thurairatnam, the head of the Multi
Purpose Cooperative Society managed to escape with great
difficulty and courage. The bodies were taken in one of
the SLA vehicles to Oddisuddan Road and burnt with
kerosene and tar."

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

1. |Kanakasunthram Karunanantham | Self employed 39
2. |Seeni Josep - 32
3. |Seeni Thevathas - 24
4. |Athiriyan Amalathas - 19
5. | Appaiya Inthiran - 32
6. |Raimenthu Iruthayanathan - 45
7. | Thamotharampillai - 20
8. |Manikkam Poulinrasa - 21
9. |Kiddinan - 32
10. | Sankarappillai Saththiyaseelan Student 21
11. | Anthonippillai Suvamippillai Farmer 32
12. | Sinkaratnam Ilanko Student 18
13. | Anthinippillai Daidsinssi Student 16
14. | Appaiya Puvanendiran Farmer 32
15. | Vinayakamoorththi Rakunathan | Self employed 28
16. | Periyathampi Balasuntharam Labourer 30
17. | Laxmanan - 30

24. TRINCOMALEE MASSACRES - 1985

On 03.05.1985, 50 civilians were killed by Sinhala mobs and
the Sri Lankan military in Mahindapura and Dehiwaththa.

On 03.06.1985, 13 civilians were killed in a bus in Trincomalee.
Thankathurai, a former Member of Parliament, aged 70 at that time,
was an eye witness and the only survivor of this massacre.
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On 23.05.1985, eight civilians were shot dead by the Sri Lankan
military in Nilaveli.

More than ten people, from Anpuvalipuram, who went to collect
fire wood in different directions, in May 1985 never returned home.
Their bulls and carts were found later. They are suspected to have
been killed by the home guards and the Sri Lankan military.

On 24.05.1985, 9 civilians were shot dead in Pankulam. Two
civilians who went to Dehiwaththa to purchase items were also killed
on the same day.

A father and his 12 year old son who went to visit relatives in
Kankuveli were hacked to death by the Sri Lankan home guards and
the bodies were buried the Kankuveli tank.

On 26.05.1985, 40 houses and property belonging to Tamils in
Poonakar in Echchilampattu were set fire. Two civilians who went
hunting on the same day did not return home. Home guards in Allai-
Kanthalai road are suspected to have killed the pair.

On the same day, three fishermen from Kunikuda were shot
dead by the Sri Lankan military while they were fishing.

On 27.05.1985, a bus of belonging to the State bus service,
CTB, was stopped at 52nd Milepost in Mahinthapura and 7 Tamil

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



NESOHR - Information collected by SNE | 39

civilians including driver Pushparaja were shot dead and their bodies
were burnt by the Sinhala home guards.

Krishnapillai who worked at Echchilampattu Village Council
escaped with gunshot and burn injuries.

25. VALVAI MASSACRE (10 MAY 1985)
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Valvai is situated in Point Pedro region in the Jaffna district.
On 10.05.1985, Sri Lankan military rounded up Valvai and arrested
24 young men. They were locked up in a community hall. A grenade
was thrown on the building and all 24 young men died. At the temple
water tank a further 12 civilians were shot dead. Another 34 civilians

were also killed that day. The number of people killed that day in
Valvai is 70.

26. KUMUTHINI BOAT MASSACRE (15 MAY 1985)

For the people of Delft Island, located off the coast of Jaffna,
the boat "Kumuthini" provided an indispensable service. People had
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to travel to Jaffna using the boat *
service to obtain many essential
services and items. On the
15.05.1985, about 72 people
were travelling in the boat from
Delft Island to Jaffna. Sri
Lankan Navy (SLN) soldiers
from the camp in another islet,
Nainathivu, boarded the Kumuthini and massacred the people in the
boat with knives. Many died during the violence. Some died as the
boat sped to the Jaffna coast. It was evening by the time the Kumuthini
reached the Jaffna coast. Injured people were admitted to hospital.
The people of Delft Island heard the fate of their relatives only through
the news media. Kumuthini is today a symbol for all Jaffna islets.
She symbolizes the insecurity that people in the islets feel by the Sri
Lankan Navy occupation. Her sight today reminds people of a lone
mother who had lost her children.

Saro Rasaratnam, a survivor, recounts her experience,

"We were travelling on Kumuthini boat for about 30
minutes when we stopped at mid-sea. Navy men climbed
up into the boat. They took all of us to the front of the boat
while they sat at the entrance. One of them had a gun.
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They asked if there was
anyone who knew how to
speak  Sinhala  and
Jesuthasan knew. They
asked us where we were
going. There was a big noise
at the back of the boat.
Jesuthasan and the five
who worked in the Kumuthini were the first to go toward
the back.

We didn't know what was happening, but the Navy men
ordered us to shout our names and our villages. We shouted
in vain hope. Then people were called one by one by the
Navy men. First all the men went, then the women started
going. I was the last one to go and Nirmala was with me
till then. Nirmala told me that they won't do anything and
to just go. She said they would just look at our ID card. |
looked behind me and there was no one. I didn't want to
go, but I was forced to. One Navy man was up there, where
I went. He pushed me, and another one stabbed me in my
neck, chest and head. After that I don't remember well, but
I 'was pulled and thrown on top of others who were lying
on the ground. These are my wounds on my head and neck."

Annaladchmi Sivalingam, survivor whose baby was killed,
recounts her experience,
“I sat with my baby and showed the Navy man my ID card.
He told me not to sit and took me upstairs. One Navy man
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took me by the hand, and stabbed me. I don't remember
what happened after that. The next thing I realized, I was
in a hospital and was tied down with chains. I kept asking
for my baby. They told me my baby was at home and feeding
on cow's milk. I was unable to open my mouth from my
injuries and was on a liquid diet for one year. I only found
out that my baby was killed six weeks after the incident”

Kanapathypillai Anandakumar was on the boat at that time.

His account is as follows,

"When we were stopped, we were on the boat and were
told to go inside. As we went inside, we were shut in a
room. They asked us if anyone inside knew Sinhala. A few
said yes and went forward. We don't know what happened
to them. Outside our room there were two Navy members
standing as sentry with AKs [guns]. Outside there were
two more people with grenades.

They asked all the people inside to say their names loudly.
So we all did. They did this so that the sound would hide
what was happening in the room. They started asking
people to move towards the back. As I walked towards the
back, they hit my forehead with a stick. I don't know what
happened after this. Inside this room, there were very small
children there under the age of one. They stabbed a 6 month
old baby and ripped open her chest. Girls were also raped
along with other acts of violation. People were killed. 72
people were in the boat, 36 were killed and 36 survived.
But the survivors were all tortured.

I was taken to the hospital and regained conscious after 4
days. I was unable to go to work. 1 became very sick and
was unable to find work after this.”

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

. | Basubathi Nirmaladevi - 20

. | Kanthaiya Sathasivam Teacher 56
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3. | Jesuthas Fisherman 46
4. | Mariyamma

5. | A.Kanakalinkam Fisherman 34
6. | Thillainathan Fisherman 32
7. | Ganappirakasam Mariyamanikkam Fisherman 45
8. | Sadaiyar Kovinthan Fisherman 46
9. | Sebamalai Anthonippillai Fisherman 45
10. | Sebamalai Kirusdi - 24
11. | Nimali - 18
12. | Anushiya - 23
13. | Penart Kirar

14. | Pooranam - 22
15. | V.Kanthaiya Fisherman B
16. | S.Santhirakumar Fisherman 30
17. | Tharmalingam Babu Student 13
18. | Kumarasami Vinayakam Fisherman 38
19. | Sabavathi Theyvanai Fisherman 68
20. | Ganappirakasam Thevasakayam Fisherman 42
21. | Vaiththilingam Sathasivam Fisherman 45
22. | Raman urugan Fisherman 52
23. | Karaiyur Sinnaiya Government employee | 35
24, | Muththan Manivannan Student 13
25. | Rokesiyan Sandirakumar Student 18
26. | Thoppai Nagenthiram - 23
27. | Sinnnavan Anthoni - 65
28. | Ramanathan - 16
29. | Veluppillai Pusparasa - 22
30. | Ganasekaram Postmaster 28
31. | Visuvalingam Subajini Child -
32. | Kanakamma Home maker 55
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33.| Palani Mokanathan Fisherman 27
34. | Tharmalinkam Amirthalinkam - 18
35. | Basubathi Nirmaladevi Student 19
36. | Namasivayam Kanthaiya Driver 45
37. | Ramalinkam Paralokanathan Farmer 35
38. | Karththikesu - 45
39. | K.Barvathippillai B 40
40. | S.Nakendiran Fisherman 32
41. | Kusalakumari - 28
42, | Santhalinkam Child 1
43.| G.Sarojadevi Teacher 24

27. KILIVEDDI MASSACRE - 1985

Kiliveddi is a Tamil village in the Muthur region of the
Trincomalee district. In 1977 it was annexed to the Seruwela electoral
division. Following this, the people of this village was attacked by the
military and the Sinhala leadership forcing the people to gradually
leave the village.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



NESOHR - Information collected by SNE | 45

On 01.01.1985, the Sri Lankan military, its home guards, and
Sinhala thugs entered the Kiliveddi village at 2.00 pm. Kanagasabai
was working as coroner for the area at that time and he has travelled
to neighbouring villages on duty. When he saw the invaders he hid in
a hay stack. He could identify many of the Sinhala thugs from the
neighbouring Sinhala village of Dehiwaththa among the thugs. On
that day 10 people were killed including 4 women.

Among the dead women were Kamala Rasaih and her daughter
and Rajeswary Sharma and her daughter. 125 houses were burnt
that day. A further 13 people, eight men and five women, were taken
to the Dehiwaththa village. The men were murdered and the women
were raped. Among these women were Mrs. Sinniah and her
daughter. The women were left naked after they were raped. When
some Kiliveddi people with the help of the Sinhala people in the
Dehiwaththa village went to see, they saw one of the Kiliveddi women
naked and tied up.

Member of Parliament Thangathurai made a statement about
the incident to the Daily Mirror paper. It was reported widely in the
international media. Thangathurai was accused of false propaganda
for making the statement. The then Minister of Defence ordered his
arrest. Thangathurai heard this and escaped to India.

The day after the above incident, on 02.06.1985, the bus leaving
Trincomalee to Jaffna was shot at and 13 people died and 9 people
were injured.

On 03.06.1985, the Sinhala home guards with the help of the
Sri Lankan military attacked several villages between Muthur and
Kiliveddi. 35 people died. 200 people were abducted. The following
villages were all set on fire, Menkamam, Kankuveli, Paddithidal,
Palathadichenai, Arippu, Poonahar, Peruveli, Mulampodivaththai,
Parathipuram, Lingapuram, Eechchilampattu, Karunkalmuani,
Mavadichenai, Muththuchenai and Valaithoddam. In total 1000 houses
were set on fire. In the fourteen days ending on 14.06.1985, a total of
150 people were killed. People from these villages displaced en masse.
About 100 people crossed the Veruhal River and went to Vaharai.
Another 2500 went to Muthur.
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28. THIRIYAl MASSACRE (08 JUNE 1985)

Thiriyai is situated in the northeast region of the Trincomalee
district. On 08.06.1985, around 5.30am in the momning, Sri Lankan
Air force helicopters flew at low level and began shooting. Sri Lankan
military came in vehicles and told the people to leave the area before
they begin shooting. After people left, 700 houses, 400 houses in
Thiriyai and 300 houses in Kallapattu were burnt down. Stored paddy
and farming equipments were burnt with the houses. Following this
incident, displaced people stayed in schools. On 08.08.1985, the Sri
Lankan military attacked the civilians in the schools. Ten civilians
were killed including retired Grama Sevakar, Narayanapillai, President
of the Thiriyai Multi Purpose Society, K Thurainayagam, Secretary
of Thiriyai refugees rehabilitation centre, K.Ekamparam, and the
Principal of Thiriyai Vidhyalayam, P Mahadeva. In addition, on
14.08.1985, 6 civilians were pulled out of a bus and hacked to death.

29. SAMPALTHIVU MASSACRE (04 TO 09 AUG 1985)

A major military operation was launched between 04.09.1985
and 09.09.1985. This operation was aiming to chase away the Tamils
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from northern parts of Trincomalee. The three forces of the
government of Sri Lanka (land, sea and air) were engaged in this
attack on the civilians.

The Sri Lankan armed forces and home guards with heavy
weapons were deployed in large numbers in the Central road,
Ekamparam road, Veeranagar, Thirukadalur, Uppuveli, 3rd Milepost,
Navalar road and Uppuveli junction. They started attacking Tamils.
1500 houses including the building of Sivanantha Thabovanam which
sheltered 200 children and several shops were destroyed. Fishing
equipment belonging to Tamil fishermen was stolen. More than 25
civilians were killed in this attack. No local or international journalists
were allowed into these areas.

A report by a local school principal, who was also the President
of the Citizens Committee at that time, documented that in June 1985
alone 311 civilian were killed in Trincomalee district and in the month
of September 383 civilians were killed. News about this report was
published in the 21.12.1985 Saturday Review paper published from
Jaffna.
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30. VEERAMUNAI MASSACRE (20 JUNE 1990)

Veeramunai is a village in the Amparai district. It is a traditional
Tamil village. Sammanthurai is the adjacent Muslim village where
the Muslim people who were chased away from the coastal areas by
the Portuguese colonizers have settled. The Muslims and Tamils have
historically lived side by side and together have built a prosperous
and peaceful community

On the 20.06.1990, Sri Lankan military rounded up the
Veeramunai village and ordered the people to go to the Veeramunai
Pillaiyar temple. Everyone who stayed at home without going to the
temple was shot dead. Later on that day the military arrived at the
temple in large numbers. There were more than 1000 people who
had gone to the temple on orders from the military. The military
selected every male over the age of 15 from the temple. 69 young
men, all civilian youths, were arrested in front of their relatives. The
arrested men were taken to the Sammanthurai Marjan School where
they were tortured. 50 men died and their bodies were taken to the
forest nearby and burnt. ‘

The military again took several more people from the temple
on 29.06.1990 and all of them have disappeared.
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Following these two incidents people displaced from the temple
to the Karaithivu Mahavidhyalayam School. On 03.07.1990, the
military again rounded up this school and took 11 young men. They
too have disappeared.

Again on 05.07.1990, the military took away a further 13 men.
All of them were tortured and killed and their bodies were burned
with tires,

People who went in search of those who were arrested were
attacked by the military. Following this people displaced again to a
refugee camp near Veeramunai. On 10.07.1990, the military arrested
another 15 young men from this Veeramunai refugee camp and took
them to the military camp. There they were tortured and killed and
their bodies were burnt.

On 16.07.1990, eight women who went from the refugee camp
to check their homes were arrested at the Malwaththa checkpoint.
They were gang raped by more than 30 SLA men and killed. Their
bodies were burnt.

On 26.07.1990, the military again arrested 32 young men. 23
of them were school children. All of them have disappeared.

On 29.07.1990, eight school teachers who were travelling with
their family were arrested. All of them have disappeared.

On 01.08.1990, 18 civilians who were passing through the
Savalakkadai road were arrested by the military and the home guards
operated by it. Among them were four women and a baby. They
were all killed using sharp weapons and their bodies were put inside
the Savalakkadai temple and burnt.

On 12.08.1990, Muslim groups that entered the Veeramunai
refugee camp began attacking the people. Ten civilians were killed.
Many more were injured. Among the dead are the temple manager
Thambimuthu Sinnathurai and two babies. Those injured in the Muslim
attack were taken to the Sammanthurai hospital where they were
refused treatment. They were then taken to the Amparai hospital.
The military came to the hospital and abducted three of the seven
victims who were admitted to the hospital. The other four escaped
back to Veeramunai.
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In Veeramunai 600 houses were set alight. A further 1352
houses were set alight in the villages of Malwaththa, Mallihaithivu,
. Newtown, Kanapathypuram, Valaththapiddy, and Sammanthurai.

Between 20.06.1990 and 15.08.1990 more than 200 people
were either killed or disappeared from Veeramunai and the adjacent
villages. More 2000 houses were burnt.

Some accounts of witnesses to these incidents follows.
A resident of Ganapathipuram, who was a witness said:

"When the army entered the limits of Malwaththa, the
soldiers shot people at sight, while houses were looted and
burnt. We, on hearing gunshot and seeing flames rising
Jfrom burning homes, fled with our family to save the women
and children. We reached the Veeramunai Temple on foot
and found people from other villages had arrived at the
Temple earlier. Subsequently, people from Amparai,
Mallihaithivu and Sammanthurai Tamil division joined us."”

A resident from Veeramunai said:

"We found the soldiers were creating a climate of terror.
People were picked up from their homes, the road and the
paddy fields. To escape from possible arrest and death,
we went to the Temple that was made a refugee camp. I am
aware that persons in the employment of the government
on their way to work were seized and killed and burnt at a
place called Aandhi junction."

The operation of the army at Veeramunai was described by a mother
who said:

"On 20th June 1990 at 2.00 p.m. a number of army vehicles
drove into the Veeramunai temple, where thousands of
people (Tamils) had taken refuge. The soldiers made an
announcement through the loudspeakers requesting all
males over the age of 15 to assemble in the temple
courtyard. People were agitated since the refugees had
left their homes because of fear of the soldiers who had
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gone on a killing spree there. One by one the men went out
into the open space opposite the temple and stood. Women
were the most disturbed and stood watching. The soldiers
entered the temple and examined the inner sanctum to
ascertain whether anyone was hiding inside. They found
no one and began to inspect the youths standing opposite
the temple. Of the number surveyed, the soldiers began
picking some youths and able bodied children and got them
to board a CTB bus they had brought.

The women went before the soldiers and asked them what
they were trying to do. One of the officers said they were
being taken for questioning and would be released after
interrogation. The women pleaded with the soldiers stating
that their children were never associated with any form of
terrorism and that every one of those picked up by the
army was-an innocent youth. The soldiers ignored the tears
of the women and started to leave the temple premises with
the youths. We fell in front of the vehicles and worshiped
the soldiers to leave our boys. The officer who led the raid
spoke harshly to us wailing women that he would order
his men to shoot every man and women who were
obstructing the vehicle. The women fearing the worst
retreated and the army carried away our children. A few
returned later battered and bruised, following severe
torture”.

A youth who escaped from sure death after arrest, made the following
statement:

"l was one among those arrested on 20th June from the
Veeramunai temple. The soldiers having picked up a number
of young men, who were refugees at the Temple, took us to
the Sammanthurai AlI-Matjan Muslim School where we were
beaten severely without any reason. The soldiers first
attacked us with gun butts and thereafter kicked us and
boxed our faces. The young men picked up at the refugee
camp were later paraded before a fair, fat youthful stranger.
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When I was produced before him, he said "No" and I was
taken aside. I found that the stranger saying "Yes" to most
of the young men produced before him that evening. The
people to whom he said, "Yes" were taken into another
building. Those who were taken aside on the
pronouncement of "No" were produced before another
officer who made a speech in Tamil. I was in no mood to
grasp what he said. The torture 1 had suffered a little while
before had robbed me of my strength and vitality. I could
hardly keep standing as I was assaulted by around 15 men
simultaneously. The officer told us to get back to the Temple
from where we were picked up. The others who were
separated from us, we learnt were carried to a place called
Malaikadu - a rocky place in shrub jungle - in army trucks
and killed. Of the many picked up from the refugee camp
at the Temple, only around 20 returned. We learnt that half
burnt human bodies were rotting at Malaikadu and the
Muslims, unable to bear the stench of decomposing human
flesh, carried several tractor loads of paddy husks to cover
the rotting bodies and burnt them."

Madasamy Kathirkamamoorthy

I was living in Veeramunai, a village in
Amparai. We were very poor. We had no
dad. When I did not go to school, I used
to go to Amparai for work. One day on
the way to work I heard there was
%l trouble. So I returned home. My mother

| said that it was not safe for us to stay at
home - there are beginning to hit
everyone.

My sister who was married was living one kilo meter away.
I told my mother to get ready and I went to get my sister.
My sister too said that we had to leave with my mother. On
the way to get my mother, five hundred meters before her
house - an army truck had stopped. No one was in uniform.
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They were all in civil, but they were carrying weapons. I
was living in a small village, with about ten or fifteen
families. When I saw this truck I immediately felt scared. I
stopped my bike and went into a relative’s house. These
armed men started hitting people - they spoke in Sinhala
and told me to get into the truck. There were 9 of us that
were hit and made to get onto the truck. Some of the nine
had blood dripping down them. Two of us were young, the
rest were married men with children. When the wives came
to stop them - they hit the wives and children that got in the
way.

In the truck, they told us to lie down and took us to a big
forest in Amparai. They made us take our sarong off and
used it to tie our hands behind our back. They stood in
front of us, loaded their machine guns and shot everyone.

I turned to my side - my leg and arm were hit by the bullets.
I have a big scar on my leg. As people tried to get up, they
were again shot till they were dead on the floor. So I just
laid there with my eyes shut. My leg was badly hurt. I was
not even sure 1 had a leg. I dragged my leg and slowly
walked away”.

AVAILABLE NAMES OF VICTIMS (NAME, OCCUPATION, AGE)

Namasivayam Thevarasa

T.Mathavan

Kanthakkuddy Tharumalingham

Rasalingham Alagaiah

N.Rasan

P.J.Piyanthan

M.Arulmani

Nagalingham Thavarasa
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Palasuntharam

._.
ot

Kanthavanam Kumar
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11.

Thampipillai Kandiah

12. | Ponnaiah Maheswaran

13. | N.Santhirakumar

14. | Murugesu Uthayakumar

15. | Muthulingham Sellaiah

16. | Karuvalthamby Thiruchchelvam - 31
17. | Nagalingham Thiyagarasa Masan 24
18. | Siththathurai Sammanthan Farmer 77
19. | Thambimuthu Kandiah Worker 25
20. | Thirunavukarasu Karunanithy Farmer 18
21. | K.Alagaiah

22. | Sinnaththamby Ravichchandran Driver 22
23. | M.Muthukumar

24. | A.Sivanesan

25. | A.E.Thevathasan

26. | Vairamuthu Sivam

27. | Tllayathamby Kanapathipillai

28. | Sinnaiah Muthaiya

29. | A.A.Sanmugavel

30. | Thangarasa Manokaran

31. | Sanmugam Ilachsegar Student 18
32. | Markandu Sivananthan

33. | Kathiravelu Rasalingham Farmer 29
34. | Thangarasa Uthayasooriyan

35. | Kanthavanam Somasuntharam

36. | Kanthavanm Arumugam

37. | Alagaiah Samiththamby .

38. | Kandiah Thishanayakka

39. | S.Manokaran

40. | Sinnaththamby Annathasan
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41. | Sivasampu Thevarasa

42. | Samiththamby Subramaniyam
43. | Pandiyan Muniyandi

44. | A Siththiravel

45. | Sellaiah Krishnapillai

46. | P.Nanthasiri

47. | A.Paramanathan

48. | A.Murugasapillai

49. | Kathiresapillai Santhirasegar
50. | K.Ravichchandran

51. | K.Alagaiah

52. | V.Rasathurai

53. | V.Piransis

54. | P.Suseepan

55. | A.Yoganathan

56. | Selvan Sivanathan

57. | Sivagnanam Kaneshan

58. | Sellaiah Ashogan Electricity worker | 24
59. | A.Kanagaretnam

60. | Sellaththamby Karunanithy Paper company worker | 24
61. | Manickam Jeganathan

62. | Sinnaththamby Vanniyasingham
63. | Veluppillai Suthakaran

64. | Kalikkuddy Ulaganathan

65. | Seeni Thapaseelan

66. | Thevanayagam Mehenthiran
67. | Markandu Yogarasa

68. | Santhiran Arulappan

69. | Maniam Somasuntharam

70. | Veluppillai Nagenthiran
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71. | Siththiravel Pathmanathan

72. | Palan Ketharan

73. | Egamparam Tharumalingham

74. | Veluppillai Theivanayagam

75. | Nallathamby Thavarasa

76. | Velluppillai Santhirakumar

77. | Seeniththamby Velmurugu

78. | Sivananthan Palachchandran

79. | Kirupanantham Amirthalingham

80. | Velluppillai Thiruchchelvam - 22
81. | Sivanantham Ravichchandran

82. | Arasaretnam Mahenthiran

83. | Alagaiah Veerasenan

84. | Alagaiah Ragunathan

85. | Muthulingham Palapaskaran

86. | Kanapathipillai Ponnuththurai

87. | Sangarapillai Vilvarasa Farmer 20
88. | Siththaturai Thevarasa

89. | Sivananthan Indran

90. | Kandiah Kaneshamoorthy

91. | Samiththamby Thangavel Student 24
92. | Samiththamby Kanapathipillai

93. | Velluppillai Yogarasa

94. | Subramaniam Nadeswaran

95. | Iyathurai Kovinthan

96. | Murugesu Paskaran

97. | Kanapathipillai Sivapalan

98. | Ponnuchchamy Kaneshamoorthy | Teacher 26
99. | Vairamuthu Kopalapillai

