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U.K Saiva Temples federation’s :Saiva Conference, 18 - 19 Aug 2001
Message of Blessings: Saivism Needs Vision, Focus, Action

Cunp) b Bodfamu . Hau HOED OIS

While conveying our prayerful blessing of best wishes for the success of the conference,
We take this opportunity to spotlight three major issues that are cripping saivism under our
very notes:-

1.The on - going christian conversions worldwide,

2. The deliberate marginalisation of saiva thirumurai and saiva siddhanta by
Smartha Brahminisam

3. The lack of saiva £ducation for our youth who feel alienated from our religion and our
Temples.

1. There are an estimated 249,000 christian missionries In India, with 10,000
in Tamil Nadu converting saivites round the clock.

2. We are witness to the contuning sordid spectacle even today of our own Saiva Temple
Trustees inviting alien Vedantie Priests to officiate in our Temple, so that they can
undermine Saivism from within and also get paid for it

3. Because of a lack of saiva education, our youth feel alienated both from our society and
our Temples and therefore feel easy prey to conversion. Before it is too late, let us have
long term vision, focus & Action

“GLoaremio GEnet engeubd) silenmi@s 2 _sGLoeMD”

AUM NAMASIVAYA, ANBE SIVAM : ONRE KULAM: THIRUKKURAL OUR ETHICS: THIRUMURAI OUR SCRIPTURE

St Flaad
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23.06.01

A
Vision without A task is but a dream-only
A task without a vision is mere drudgery
A vision with a task can alone change the world
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The London Sivan Kovil was established in 1993 in Lewisham, Southeast London, to the
meet the fundamental need of Saivites (Hindus). The Sivan Kovil provides a multitude of
opportunities for worship for the devotees, including the recently established statues of the

sixty-three Saiva Saints. The atmosphere that pervades throughout the temple is integral to
the emotional atiachment devotees have Jor the Kovil.

In addition to the spiritual worship in the temple, there is a learning centre that works in
tandem to provide opportunities and inspiration for the community to learn about our
culture. This encompasses a variety of subjects including Tamil language lessons, Carnatic
music and Pannisai lessons. These lessons are all essential in the developing of character,
spirituality and confidence within our youth. The Sivan Kovil Trust have identified the
importance of educating our youth about the integral parts of their culture, so that they
themselves can identify who they are and what they represent. It is vital for us to look
Jorward to the future for that it is where the present lies for our youth. We need to instil the
Jundamentals so that they can take the initiative and pass on the teachings that they
received. We as a community must take the initiative to direct our youth towards religious
teachings and help them to realise their boundless potential, for that is where they will find
true happiness and fulfiiment.

The London Sivan Centre was built + rovide abundant opportunities and up-to-date
Jacilities to those within this large multicultural community. The Centre is frequently used to

stage Hindu weddings, as it is advantageous for all those concerned as the Kovil and Centre
are ideally located.

The children associated with the Temple will be given regular Jorums, in which they can
perform their newly acquired talents in the musical, dance and dramatic fine arts. The new
computer room is a recent addition to the centre, providing access to the latest computers

and software packages. The aim of this initiative is to give the chance Jor our community to
obtain recognised quialifications.

The London Sivan Kovil Trust has acknowledged the lack of Jacilities, information and
assistance required for the elderly members of our community. The Sivan Cer+e, with the
aid of volunteers, has taken active measures to support our elders. They have weekly
sessions for the elderly to meet and listen to their neers. It .5 paramount that elders are

respected and cared for, as they have contributed greatly to . r well being and heritage of
our rich culture.

We hope that the Sivan Centre, with its diverse facilities and expert advisory services, will
continue to be at the forefront of the community providing a corner stone that people can
utilise regularly to enhance their lifestyles.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of London Sivan Kovil Trust, to wish
the ‘Federation of Saiva Temples’ and participants of the Fourth Saiva Conference every
success with their auspicious endeavours. : :

Dr. T. Sriskandarajah, Honorary Secretary of LSKT.
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Adviser, Modern Hindu Cultural Arts Work
Rep. In Australia for International Hindu Religious Arts Work
Rep. In Australia for International Hindu Religious Guru Peedam
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Email: drsomaskandak@hotmail.com.
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THIRUKURALIL SAIVAM

JUSTICE C. V. WIGNESWARAN, B.A (London) L.L.B(Ceylon)
Vinayagar Temple, Wimbledon On 18. 08.2001

“Gurur Brahma Gurur Vishnu Gurur Devo Maheshwaraha
Guru Sakshaat Para Brahma Tasmai Shree Gurave Namaha”
My dear Saiva Siblings of the United Kingdom and elsewhere
and my other brother and sisters,

The Federation of Saiva (Hindu) Temples in the U.K. has done me a signal honour in
inviting me to its fourth SAIVA CONFERENCE. My specialised discipline is Law and my spe-
cial function is that of being a Judge. My credentials to speak on “'THIRUKURALIL SAIVAM”
are suspect. My acquaintance with my religion apart from my ritualistic observances is cur-
sory. The only qualification I have, and I stress the word only, to spnature is my general inter-
est in both Tamil literature and the Religions of the Tamils.

I thought that was a unique way of telling me that the audience would most certainly be
majority ethnic Tamils but due probably to exigencies of environment more at easa with the
English Language. I am sure the interspersing of my speech with occasional quotations in
Tamil would not distract you too much. Let me within the short time of half an hour available
begin by introducing briefly the author of Thirukkural and his monumental work and the
tenets of Saivam first. As I go along I shall refer to the connection between them.

Even though Thirukkural blossomed out in the Tamil language its contents transcend
geographical divisions, language, ethnic groups, religions, caste and other parochial divisions.
Its contents seem to be topical in the 21st century just as they were at the time it was com-
posed around 2000 years ago. Just as much as Saiva Siddhanta tenets are perceivable in
Thirukkural so too traces of Buddhist, Jain, Sankya, Vedantic and many other doctrines and
philosophies are identifiable. Obviously the author was searching for universal rules of con-
duct among humans within the existing framework of social ethos rather than to portray or
project his pet religious background or conditioning. But yet, it d be my contention, that the
guiding light behind Thirkkural was provided by the torch of Saiva Siddhantham!

That brins me to the first observation I like to make today pertaining to the given head-
ing That is Truth is one and sages call it by different names- Ekam Sat Viprah Bahuda
Vathantinaturally the perennial relevancy of such Truth must necessarily be reflected in more
than one Religion unless of course a single religion with certainty stakes a monopolistic claim
to such Truth.

Fortunately the Indian based religions had for long accepted that diversity in approach-
es and viewpoints was possible since the ancient saints and sages, were conscious of the fact
that religions were tuying to explain the Infinite with finite words and ideas coming from
finite minds. The Indian religious thought had always recognised the fact that the spirit of all
religions could be one at their core while intellectual explanations could differ at the periph-
ery. They were conscious that the Eternal Reality, which is Infinite, cannot be seen where per-
ceptions are contingent, dependent on the five senses as instruments for that vision. Thus
awareness of Ultimate Reality by intuitive comprehension is shared in all pure religion what-
ever be their origins. Pure religion is always peaceful. uriifying and integrative. But finite
knowledge is not. Rituals and theology shaped by the senses rather than the spirit are “jeal-



ous, divisive and destructive” to Quote Professor C. Suryakumaran from his booklet on
“Hinduism” We must therefore be conscious of the fact that we are not at this Conference deal-
ing with pure religion but with rituals and theology peculiar to Saivam. There could therefore
be a hidden agenda among us to project Thiruvalluvar as a Saivite to appease our Egos!

In examining Thirukkural and Saivam side by side we have to initially identify known
tenets or doctrines in Saivam in relation to the contents of Poiyamolee - another name for
Thirukkural which means “ the aphorism that never belie.”

Saivam as a religion appears to be peculiar to the early Tamil speaking people of South
India. It is said to have been revealed by Sivam, the Supreme Got, to Nanthy long before the
first and second Sangam periods which were many many centuries before Christ. It is said,
though with insufficient scientific historical data, that was revealed over 12000 years ago was
lost when the Lemurian Continent was submerged in the great deluge that devastated a part
of the globe and gave rise to new lands. The Tamil Academies or Sangams were the custodi-
ans of the Saivite system of philosophy and the interpreter of it to the people of that era. The
Thalai Sangam or the first Academy of Tamil poets is said to have existed for 4440 years in
Then Madurai Agasthiyamwas their grammar. The Idai or second Sangam is said to have
existed for 3700 years also in Then Madurai which was then called as Kapaadapuram or
Aalavai. Agasthiyam and Tholkappiam were their grammar. During the latter part of the sec-
ond Sangam period 49 Tamil Districts were submerged by the sea. This information is
obtained from Irayanaar Ahapporul and the Mathurai Kaandam of Silappathikaaram
Literature. The third or Kadai Sangam sat for 1850 years at Vada Mathurai or the present
Mathurai Tholkappiam and Agasthiyam were their grammar, too. Irayanaar Ahapporul was
commented upon and interpreted during this period by Nakeeranar. Thirukkural belongs to
this third Sangsm period. The present Tamil Sangam in Mathurai is on its fourth sitting.

Though many have hitherto been of opining that .aiva Siddhantham is part of the So-
called Aryan philosophy translated into Tamil and commented upon, because of the insertion
of the Vedas and the Agamas by the commentators, there is a strong viewpoint that Saiva
Siddhantham is autochthonous and indigenous having blossomed out among the ancient
Tamils without any relationship to the Aryan philosophy. It is universality of both the Aryan
philosophy and Saiva Siddhantham that had given rise to links between them. In fact the pre
- Vedic civilisation of Mohenjadaro and Harappa refer to Shiva worship.

Saiva Siddhantham is mainly a theistic philosophy that revealed three principles -
Pathy, Pasu and Paasam - to make the human mind comprehend the meaning of all ~<istence
so that man could make the best use of all things that are found in creation for the well- being
of body and mind in order to action Mukthy or self Realization. A jorrney from pasu con-
sciousness to Pathy consciousness discarding Paasam is the goal of Saiva Siddhantham.

Pathy or Master stands for God. Pasu is the individual soul in ignorance. Paasam is the
bondage of Maya that ties down the individual soul. According to Saiva Siddhantham the dif-
ference between the three entities is real in existence but they are inseparably united with the
Supreme Reality. Shiva or Pathy is the first cause even as the potter who fashions the pot.
Shakit is the instrnmental cause in creation just as the stick or staff and the wheel are the
instrumental causes to create a pot. Like clay which is the material cause for the pot. Maya
or Prakriti is the material cause for the world.

Siddhantham flourished separately, distinct from the Aryan philosophies, Shiva had



already come to mean among the Tamils the Primordial Entity or Para Brahman of the Vedas.
The Shiva of universal in form and Visvadika meaning transcendent or beyond the Universe.
He is with from saarupa - without from - arupa. The Shivalingam signifies part manifested
and part unmainfested states. He is said to be Ashtamurti, that is embodied as the five ele- .
ments, the sun , the moon and man. He has eight qualities - self - existing or innocent, puri-
ty, self knowledge, omniscience, freedom from males or taints, benevolence, omnipotence and
bliss. In Tamil he who has these eight qualities is called (arawing s sner) Enkunaththan.

Let us at this stage visit Thirukkural. The description of Shiva as Enkunaththan, pecu-
liar to Saiva Siddantham, appears in the very first chapter of Thirukkural.

Canefled QuIHUIed (& e BeoCe GTETOT (G001 & & T6TT
SITEMETT EUTTTRIENS; & 6060

- says the 9th kural, which means a head that does not worship the feet of Him who is of eight
characteristics is as useless as dysfunctional sense organs.

The eight characteristics given in Parimelalagar Urai or prose commentary on Thirukkural by
Parimelalagar are

L. & euWSSET D560 -Self - existing being and innocent
2. Quievs o aijslara @y -Self knowledge

3. gmu o 1 1D VeTedr 560 -Purity

4. auiby Q0 QLD ©_eL_emip -Bliss

5.(pHmId & g e - Omniscience

6. QuedLnaGes LnemisalaT Hrimsm - Freedom from taints

7. (P16 @0 HHDD 2 _enL_enio - Omnipotence

8. CUINmHET 2_emL_eoo - Benevolence and Grace

Parimelalagar in his commentary states that Saiva Siddhantham does refer to Divinity in
above terms.

It is significant to note that each of eight couplets in the first chapter under the head-
ing Kadavul Vaalthu (a._eyeit aumpsg)) describes God in terms of these very eight qualities. Let
me explain.

First kural is:-

SIE] (PSR 61(1RSOSH0ND S d)

LIBEURT (PSHDCE 2 (.
The vowel”A” precedes all letter. So,too, God precedes all creation.
When God is said to be the primordial factor It or He or She would exist unconnected to what
follows. That is self Existing. The first kural therefore refers to “sa1 awssET s> Self
Existence of God.
The next kural reads:-

SODSETT MU LLIQTET QST eumevloicst

BOOET Qsmpsiy erafler.
Of what use is all knowledge of such a person who fails to worship the feet of Him who is sat-
urated with spiritual knowledge.
Spiritual knowledge is self knowledge which is Qe the word sumeolsuest thus connotes
Self knowledge, or Quihens “o_ammijsSare 250” , the second quality I mentioned earlier.



The third kural reads thus: -

wvilBens gflwmer wiswry  CEiEsmi

BonBlens FRoumd cumi.
Those who worship Him who is resident in the sanctum sanctorum of each being 's heart, lives for
ever in celestial surroundings.

weviBen#  erlewns is the description of God in this couplet. It 1s His capacity to reside in the
pure hearts of beings in the manner such beings desire (&_oend  Swksd)  Dsugoud
Coueroi(pd ougoed 2 6 2_somisussy) That which a pure heart could reflect would naturally

be the purity of the reflected object. Thus the third quality above said: “gmu 2 LinSever
<24,60” or Purity is connoted in this stanza.

The fourth couplet reads: —

CousiBped Couswiren Gsvrarilg. Cgit Bgmi & &

D QGO G,
Those who worship Him who has no preferences will suffer not ever.
When God is referred to as one who has no preferences it means He is in perpetual bliss and joy.
The fourth quality I mentioned earhier was “supdy @& @ariud 2 ewisow” which means
etemal bliss.

The fifth stanza reads: —

Bmaitsi GmeSmaruud Cogm @enmeust

QuinhenGei s fEst L’ ([,
That means that karmic bondage would not bind those who sincerely care for the Divinity. The
word used for God is @emmaisr .

The 10™ stanza, 100, uses the same word Bemmoust: -

Soaltt Qumbs, s Bigioui Eisnr

Gemmpousi g Cegn S
The cycle of births and deaths could be avoided by those who worship at the feet of Divinity. Not
by those who don 't so worship.

Both stanzas use the word Iraivan (B)so>meusst) for Divinity which means omniscience. That

happens to be the fifth quality which is “wpdmed © swrigen”  So stanzas 5 and 10 refer to the
fifth quality abovementioned. .

The sixth stanza reads : —
QurBiaimBsd misefEstar Qumigs oI OLL
QeBarmonk BHoump ouni.
Those who abide by the disciplined life expected by Him who is Jree from sensual desires, live for
ever.
Here “free from taints” is referred to by the phrase Qurdlsumfs) godsafldsner, which means one

who has discarded the desires deniving from the five senses. This quality is what was referred to
earlier sixthly as “@usinraCor Lnsisdier s

The seventh kural reads’ - :
s @suann Qloongnet praCeitsni s &0s0eD
LOGT S KOUY  LOTHDO D5
Except for those who worship the feet of the Incomparable, others cannot free themselves from

PRSPPI R
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The Incomparable here could be identified as all powerful or ommipotent, which is referred above
seventhly as “(ipigey Qe OwR 2 anLsown”

Finally the eighth kural : —

Spounfl SEpeT SrNCETIEENS SedevTsy

Soeumf Fise Sifig.
Except for those who submit at the feet of the Righteous One, others cannot swim safely across the
ocean of mundane suffering.

The Righteous One here refers to God’s benevolence and grace which is the eighth quality above
mentioned viz. CUF(HET 2_enL_emin.

Thus we sec that while stanza 9 of the first chapter of Thirukural refers to
ST GROTHENTH - a Saiva Siddhantic concept, the other nine stanzas describe God Almighty in
accordance with each of the eight characteristics or qualities attributed by Saiva Siddantha through
the word sTswi@swrdgmat Of course the term Iraivan (&)somsust) is used in two stanzas.

This brings me to the second submission 1 wish to make regarding the given heading
Whether Thiruvalluvar strived to produce a universal document devoid of religiously partisan
references or not, since the religion of the majority of Tamils at the time Thirukural was composed
happened to be Saiva Siddhantham, it was natural that Saiva Siddhanthic theological concepts had
to make inroads into the monumental work wittingly or unwittingly, consciously or unconsciously.
Then contemporary literatures such as Paththupattu (giiur () and Ettuththokai
(N (B#Esrens) and the previous grammarian production Tholkappiam had referred openly to
Saiva Gods, Saiva rituals, Saiva puranic stories and Saiva theological concepts. Therefore we may
deduce that Saivam provided the base for the production of Thirukkural. The other religions like
Jainism and Buddhism had just come into vogue at the time of Valluvar. There is no reason to
believe that Valluvar wanted to deviate from the traditional Tamilian views to project the
theological concepts of newly introduced philosophies. Tf he had attempted such an exercise, his
work may not have found acceptance among the Tamil Pundits. If there was any opposition
intially, it was due to sociological reasons rather than due to the contents of the production.

We also find that Thirukkural taken as a whole does not contain theological concepts
directly or diametrically opposed to Saiva Siddhanthic thought Sometimes interpretations by non-

Satvites are given in such a way as to point out such contradiction between Thirukural and Saivite
tenets. But these contraditions can be resolved in favour of Saiva Siddhantham.

For example under the heading “Thavam” the 268" stanza appears as follows: —
Sl grr Sl Qudmsner engTw
wergn Qpadeuris @ﬁn@ﬁx
The Vedantists give the following interpretation to this stanza - Alf beings worship Him who is
aware that He is Brahman,

The argument is that the Vedic words “Aham Brahmasmi” is alluded to by this stanza when
it refers to goigull SrafSim’ Quborener. He who realises his Satchithananda state is
referred to by this phrase — according to the Vedantists. But Parimelalagar does not think so. He
states that it means one who has control over himself because of his austerity or Thavam It is
supler to interpret “geargui¥  grefop’  Qubmnsner” as one who discards his Ego
(@rex  <2im) and therefore controls his life by virtue of his sustenty rather than to give a circuitous
interpretation not directly alluded to in the stanza.
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. Thus we see that interpretations are galore from different standpoints. But so long as such
interpretations are not given out of context and with ulterior motives like in recent times by atheists
and non-religionists who make ad hoc contextually contradictory Interpretations, such
interpretations should be welcomed. But if we are to attempt to delve deep into the mind of
Thiruvalluvar to find out the meaning he ascribed to his work, then we must take into consideration
the caption given by him to a particular unit of ten stanzas, the meaning of stanzas preceding and
succeding and the general lay-out of the entire work in its historical perspective with reference to
the soctal and religious ethos of his times. Mere reference for example to Vedantic concepts in

Thirukural by interested interpreters need not necesssarily make Valluvar a Vedantin,  In fact
Auvaryar, the famous poetess said - — :

“Coout @pEnd £m et weoppgD epoui
slBageh . ..., R sures Ghosr myswori”

This meant that there was an independent development of the philosophy of the Tamils
unconnected with the Vedss but their ultimate findings vis-a-vis Kural and Vedas concurred.

When Thiruvalluvar referred to: —
“Ubps uppDDTEl LbBer SiiuBeDL
upgs ubgy o-H&”
which means hold steadfastly to the Jeet of Him, who has no attachments, to destroy desires — what
it meant was that Thiruvalluvar recognised the Saiva Siddanthic tenet of the threefold substances
namely Pathy, Pasu and Paasam. Pasu wis expected to hold on to the feet of Pathy to release itself

from Paasam or the mundane world. This kural confirms the Saivite leaning that Valluvar had and
does not 1 any manner advocale positively the Vedantist viewpoint.

, Even the word ‘Kadavul” in the heading to the first chapter (Kadavul Vaalthu) savours of
Savite connotation. Kada + ul = Kadavul. One who transce~ s (the minds of beings) and exist is

Kadavul. Thus Kadavul refers to Pathy in Saiva Siddhantham. One who transcends the hearts of
Pasus 1s Pathy.

A study of Thirukural confirms the following as some of the perceptions and premises poet
Thiruvalluvar had in mind when composing his masterpiece —

(1) Righteousness (Aram), Wealth (Porul) and Felicity (Inbam) are the saving graces of
mankind.

(2) Unless Wealth and Felicity too are sought from a righteous background such Wealth and
Felicity would not last nor be assured.

(3) Righteous behaviour must be coupled with a devout religious frame of mind and God-
feartngness. Otherwise results would not be conducive.

(4) Even righteous behaviour should be a process of conforming to the higher will and pattun
of God.

(5) The righteous behaviour of one birth is carried over to subsequent births with the life spirit,
1o give benevoient results.

(6) 1t is God’s wish and grace that allows such beneficial consequences to take place.

(7) 1t 15 the acceptance that nghteous behaviour flows from the source of God that later matures
into a search for that God-source, grants enlightenment and ultimately moksha or freedom
from bondage or Self-knowledge.

(8) Thus God is the source of righteous behaviour as well as the purpose and goal of a life of
nghteousness.
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Thus B¥meb or Righteousness forms the core of Valluvar's Kural. And what Is Aram?
LoaTE S &anT rfevat Q56 IR B DI DIDE
e Ly G,

Not to be tainted in mind is Aram. Everything else is mere outward show.

SiPE&ETD HonmBougef HeatsrrsQeme [ETeNt (@Lh
Bugssr Ruaing: Simib.

Actions performed devoid of jealousy, desire, anger and harsh words is Aram.

All words and action are preceded by thought. If your thoughts are untainted Valluvar says
that is Aram. That is righteousness. When there is contradiction between thoughts and words,
when there 1s contradiction between thoughts and action, such words and action are being enacted
with an ulterior motive which means it is a false front or an outward show. The contradiction
between thought, word and action is the crux of human suffering. The necessity to act in such
contradiction comes from paasam. Paasam is the bondage of souls due to jealousy, desire and
anger.

According to Saiva Siddhantham the iflusive power of matter and its auxiliary forces bind
the souls not from this birth but from eternity. Paasam is also infinjte. It is the original restraint
that keeps the souls in ignorance of the Souls’ divinity thus preventing Self-Realisation. The three
causes for Pagsam are Aanavam, Karmam and Mayai. When these three causes join they produce
impurity called Malam. Aanavam corresponds to the original sin or mula avidya It is the same in
all. It begins by the identification of the soul with anu or atom. Actually it 1s the identification
with fiite matter. Soul feels confined and limited to the body and the sense organs. It makes the
Jiwatma unaware of its real glory and power. Under the influence of Aanavam the soul indulges in
all manner of actions, acquires merits and deroerits and becomes subject to birth and death. This is
Karmam. The third mala is due to Mayai. Mayai is the material cause. It gives the soul the means
and objects of enjoyment. Through spiritual disciplines and fove of God the Mayai Malam and
Karma Malam can be effaced. But according to Saiva Siddhantam Agnava Malam can be removed
only by the grace of God. Thus when Valluvar refers to the ocean of grace of God in stanza 8
which alone could give salvation he is echoing Saiva Siddhanthic thoughts.

Sipounfl DiEsaniat FTACFIESNS Sedovrsd
Spam Eise s
Unless we bind ourselves to the oceanic grace of God we cannot swim out of human suffering.
For Aanavam to leave us Grace of God must envelop us. Grace of God is Love. The most sublime
statement in Saivism s “Anbe Sivam™ - “God is Love.”
Sigid Houepd Gloswt G srur DidaSri
DGy Eausren gopd DSk
Dbl Sanoreusnmis ifiEs Qe
DGy Souomis Swoifmi H1Cp.
This stanza from Thirumanthiram which provides many of the Mahavakyas of Saivism means Love

and Shiva are not two. Only the ignorant say so. Love alone is Shiva. When that realisation
dawns they remain in love of Shiva.

Kural No.80 under the heading “®igrLjenL_enio” states
Siifer susSiugs o B oS s,
- earyCened Gurigs o L idy, o
A4 living body is one that is filled with love. Otherwise such body is mere skin and bones.
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Even in relation to the accumulation of wealth at stanza 757 Valluvar states as follows:
SinQensigud oeiSek @l QunmQeratguid
Qosiend Qe o swi(.
One's wealth is the guardian of the quality of generosity born of love.

When all the Malams are removed the Jiva becomes one with Shiva. He becomes co-

pervastve with Shiva and shares His Glory and Greatness. The Jiva becomes the salt dissolved in
the Shiva Samudram.

Thiruvalluvar without making any pointed reference to specified Deities brought out a
masterpiece wherein he refers to the steps that a human being should take in his onward journey
towards Divinity. But reference to the Individual, to Divinity and to the obstacles that lie in the

onward journey of the Individual are referred to by him. Such references concur with Saivite
tradition.

In Kural 358 it is said as follows:
SoiQueaigis Cuangsnis friss HmdQueigh
QedCunmer snemiugs Sibe).
When the ignorance that leads to birth after birth leaves, to see the excellence of the Ultimate
Reality is true knowledge. Ultimate Reality is God. But still a chapter on Salvation or Veedu had
been left out by Thiruvalluvar. Even though Aram (Righteousness), Porul (Wealth) and Inpam
(Felicity) have been referred to by Thiruvalluvar avoiding a chapter on Veedu (Liberation), yetitis
to be noted that Liberation as a concept has been referred to by Thirukural mostly under the part
dealing with Righteousness. But the purpose of avoiding Veedu and also avoiding references to
specific Deities whether Saivite or otherwise, may be traced to two reasons-
(1) Anyone who lives righteously and ¢ams his wealth righteously and attains worldly
happiness righteously was also assured of Liberati~
(1) Any reference to specific Deities may have affected the universality of his work and in
his anxiety to reach all humans wheresoever located oblivious of any theological and
doctrinaire differences, he deliberately seems to have kept the language unspecific.

The last remark happens to be the third important observation I like to make at this talk That is
that Thiruvalluvar sought to keep his work unencumbered by doctrinal partisanships.

Thus to summarise let me say that Thirukural 1s a universal document. Its conclusions could
therefore be observable in many and varied theological backgrounds. But the historical setting,
soctological context and theological framework out of which Thirukural blossomed out happens to
be Saiva Siddhantic. He may have desired to keep his work non-partisan but it is my contention
that even though Thirukkural seems to cater to divergent religious and ethical backgremnds, yet
taking the work as a whole there is no doubt that Saivite ideas form the framew rk of this mighty
masterpiece.
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Thiruketheeswaram - Then and Now

Compiled by Mr S.Sivanayagam
With contribution from Mr.R.Namasivayam
President of Thirukketheeswaram Restoration Society - Colombo

Antiquity, Sanctity, Tradition, have all combined to give
Thiruketheeswaram a prominent position in Saivaite worship. Founded in
the ancient port city of manthai (now a part of Mannar District), preced-
ing the introduction of Buddhism into the island during the 3rd century
B.C, This abode of Lord Siva in the form of Sivalingam has undergone over
the centuries cataclysmic changes and destruction, but its sanctity
remains indestructible. That is not surprising, because Saivaism, as
Dr.G.U.Pope said:- “is the old prehistoric religion of South India existing
from pre- Aryan times and holds sway over hearts of the Tamil people” Sri John Marshall, the
famous archeologist and scholar says :- Among the many revelations that Mohenjo - Daro and
Harappa had in store for us, none perhaps is more remarkable than this discovery that
Saivaism has a history going back to the calcolihic or perhaps even further and that it takes
its place as the most ancient living faith in the world.” (Mohenjo - daro and the Indus
Civilisation, Vol.D). So firmly rooted in antiquity is this “sthalam” that despite periodic destruc-
tion by invaders, it has , like the mythical bird phoenix, risen from the ashes to live again in
the hearts and minds of the Saiva devotees.

Mr S.Namasivayam

The Ramayanam, although not a historical work in the modern sense, has within its mytho-
logical appearance an inner kernel of historical facts as well, as is seen by the names of vari-
ous places in the island that continue to be linked with the Ramayana story. What is most per-
tinent to us is that while the Ramayanam narrates events believed to taken place twenty cen-
turies before the Christian era, and despite the unfavourable light in which Ravana, the king
of Lanka is portrayed as a”Raksha” holds that he was a staunch siva baktha. That could be
put down to the Vaishnavite tradition prevalent in India at the time the Ramayanam was
written which held Rama as the incarnation of Lord Vishnu.

The Mahavamsa which the Sinhalese hold as recorded history says that Prince Vijaya who
was banished from India ruled over Lanka from 483 B.C to 445 B.C. Dr. Paul E. Pieris, the
eminent Sinhalese scholar writing in the journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (Vol. XXVI, No.
70, 1917) says:-

“Long before the arrival of Vijaya there was in Lanka five recognised Iswarams of
Siva which claimed and received adoration of all India. These were
Thirukketheeswaram near Mahatittha, Muneswaram dominating Salawatte and
the pearl fishery, Thondeswaram near Manthota, Thirukkoneswaram near the
great Bay of Kottiyar and Naguleswaram near Kankesanthurai”.

That Thiruketheeswaram received adoration of all India can best be seen from the fact Saiva
saints Thiru Gnanasambandar and Sundarar have all sung in praise of this pre- historic
Iswaram. During the period of the Pallava, Chola and Pandyan empires, Saivaism flourised,
and along with it the Iswarams dedicated to Lord Siva. Mathottam, which was a flourishing
sea port city with its bustling international commerce began to lose its importance due to var-
1ous reasons, chief of them being its exposure to invasions and military activities during the
middle ages. Situated as it was in the heart of the city, Thiruketheeswaram paid the price of
war, then , as now. : :



Says Professor S. Pathmanathan:-

“There is a wide gap in the history of the temple of Thirukketheesvaram since the 11th cen-
tury. The epigraphic records of the subsequent period have not survived on account of the fact
that the temples of Mathottam have been systematically destroyed by the Portuguese in the
16th century. The site where the temple had existed previously had the appearance of a des-
olate mound until the end of the 19th century when the resurgent Hindu community devel-
oped a passionate interest in Thirukketheesvaram as a result of the Inspiration provided by
Arumuga Naavalar. the champion reformer of the Hindus”. (Temples of Siva in Sri Lanka,
Chief Editor, Professor S. Pathmanathan, Chinmaya Mission of Sri Lanka, 1999)

The resuscitation of the temple which began with early efforts made by the Saiva Paripalana
Sabai, founded in 1888, did continue due to the sacrifice and labour of several leading Hindus,
one of whom was S.T.M. Pasupathy Chettiyar. The year 1910 saw the erection of an unpre-
tentious, but proper temple structure. In 1948, a Society was instituted for the purpose of
restoring the temple under the presidentship of the Saivaite scholar S. Sivapathasundaram,
succeeded in turn by K. Kanagaretnam M.P., Magnificent progress was made on the recon-
struction of the temple, and on 28th January, 1949, the sacred Palavi Theertham began to
function. The 5- tiered Raja Gopuram was completed in 1968, and so did Thiruketheeswaram
re - emerge into its past glory with the all important. The festival on the 17th May, 1981,
through the persevering efforts of R. Namasivayam, who assumed the Secretaryship of the
Temple Restoration Society in 1974. The resuscitation of the temple owes a great deal to men
like Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan, S. Arumugam, S. Sivasubramaniam, S. Saravanamuthu,
S.Somasundaram and others. But alas, the labours of love of so many men, the millions of
rupees poured into the reconstruction by benefactors, both in the country and overseas, the
hard toil, the many acts of piety, have all come to nought. The foreign invaders were not the
last to damage and desecrate the holy precincts.

In a recent letter to the Minister of Reconstruction and Rehabilitation for North and North
East Tamil Affairs, Mr. R. Namasivayam, now the President of the Restoration Society, Says:-
“We visited the temple along with Brigadier Jayaratu. and Col. Parakrama Siriwardene,
Ministry Secretary, Mrs Yogendra Duraisamy, and Mr.S. Maha Ganapathypillai, Public
Relations Secretary for th> first time personally to assess for ourselves the colossal damage to
the Temple by the occupation army since 1990. The main Temple structure viewed from out-
side appears to be intact, but once inside every door was found to have been forced open and
all articles of value ransacked. The whole place was desecrated. Even the Moolasthanam was
not spared. It was found to be forced open and tampered,”

Mr. Namasivayam lists the various buliding outside the temple that are either completely

razed to the ground or irreparably damaged. Giving a detailed schedule, he estimates the total
loss (excluding the loss to various pilgrim rests ) at Rs. 91,677,850 /-
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Shakthi Worship

By Dr. Mrs. Indra. Sivayogam F .R .C .S (Eng) FR.C.Ophth

The concept of Good as Mother developed from time immemorial. Mother worship is a distinct
philosophy in itself,, so said Swami Vivekanada. Mother Goddess, Shakthi as the supreme realitiey is
evident in the Rigvedic Devi Sukta.What we see as enactment of living in the universe is the
interaction of Power within the Soul and power outside as it exists in nature.

Shakthi, can further be classified in to Ichcha Shakthi, Kriya Shakthi, and Gnana Shakthi.
In Iayman’s terms it could translate to thought, deed and realisation as applicable to the indi-
vidual but divinity also can manifest these forms for example the VEL which was given to
Lord Murugan by Ambikai is said to be Gnanashakthi and the consorts Deivayanai and Valli
represent Ichcha Shakthi and Kriya Shakthi respectively.

In the act of creation a change is produced without change in the creator. The Sakthi goes
forth in a series of emanations. Shakthi is not simply a Goddess in name but is the essence of
everything divine. Adi Sankara writes in the Saundariya Lahari “When Siva is in Union with
Shakthi he becomes the Lord of the universe. If not he cannot even move” She is effulgent
with unsurpassed beauty, grace and kindness and is referred to as “Triguna Mayi”. SHE is all
pervasive

The archeological finds in Mohenjodaro & Harappa indicate the worship of Pasupathi and the
Mother Goddess UMA Parvati as far back as six to seven thousand years ago. Just as a
human mother appeals so much to her childran in that she is full of love and compassion and
is readily accessible and abounds in kindness the Paramathman is represented in the left half
as female and the right half as male Ardhanaareeswarar. Mahasakthi is worshiped in the
Sukshma form - in the form of sound - Mantra, She is worshiped in the Yantra form as dia-
grams - the SriChakra. But to the aspiring devotee or sataka the Sthula form - human like
female form of the Mother is seen and experienced like an ocean of grace.

Thus the Epic Sakthi Rahasya summarises ritual worship by the devotee by ceremonies and
constant thought of the mother and elimination of ego, enables the devotee to merge with the
mother - Mahasakthi

It is indicated in the Ramayana that the sage Narada advised Rama to obtain the help of
Durga Devi to annihilate the evil Ravana and this took place in autumn and accounts for the
Navarathri being celebrated annually in autumn. In Tamilnadu, Sri Lanka and other parts of
South India the Navarathri period of nine nights is divisible into the first three nights for
Goddess Durga Devi, next three nights for Lakshmi and the other three for Saraswathy. The
tenth day Vijayadhasami is dedicated to Parashkthi when SHE is depicted as Parasakthi
destroying evil in the form of Mahishassuran and enabling knowledge and skills to thrive and
Vidhyarambam to commence for the uninitiated. The Vijayadhasami pageant is enacted in
every home however humble, and business establishment by placements c<f tools, books,
ledgers and musical instruments etc at the Holy Feet of the Goddess and adornment with
banana saplings and tender coconut leaf festoons and decorative lights it the entrances all of
which become a feast to the senses and causing exhilaration in the hearts of the devotees.

The constant chanting of her name and singing in Her praise being mindful of Her presence
everywhere one looks, or every action one does, helps to rouse the innate embodiment of the
Great Shakthi that already is in existence within one self. The satakha begins to identify by
experiences that no other explanation could be found for many a happening except the Grace
of Ambikai. _ ~

It behoves one to recollect the miracle that took place at Thirukadavoor. Subramania Pattar
was a devotee constantly meditating on the Holy Mother Sri Abhirami Devi. Immersed con-
stantly in the thoughts of the Goddess he even fell at the feet of any woman, being reminded



of the from of the Goddess. So much so that people misunderstood him and thought he was a
crazy woman fancier. When the regional king Saraboji travelled to immerse in the sea cere-
moniously, It being Amavasai day and had to pass through Thirukadavoor people there com-
plained about Pattar. The King replied that he would not prejudge him but will on his return,
check the facts himself.

Therefore on his return to Thirukadavoor he found Pattar seated in the inner forecourt of the

Ambal Sannithy in total meditation. King Saraboji then bent down and whispered in Pattar’s
ear saying “can you tell me what phase of the moon is it today” Pattar replied in his state of
meditation “ It is full moon “ To Pattar in his state of meditation Abhirami Ambal was sur-
rounded by very bright light - hence the statement. The king asked again and Pattar said it
was full moon without opening his eyes. The king ordered that he be punised by being sus-
pended over a large fire and be gradually lowered into the fire if he was unable to substanti-
ate his claim by nine p.m. Pattar began spontaneously composing one hundred verses of the
Abhirami Andhadi attributing all to Ambal and when he was singing seventy sixth verse
Abhirami Ambal appeared in the sky only to be seen by his eyes and took her large ear ring
and threw it in the sky and this shone like the full moon in the otherwise dark sky. All the peo-
ple gathered including the king were shocked to find the full moon and the king fell at the
feet of Patter and asked for forgiveness and to accept him the King - as Pattar’s disciple.

Similarly when the saint Sunderamoothy broke the promise he had given his wife, Paravayar
by leaving the district to travel a far he lost the sight of both eyes when he crossed the bound-
ary. From there he travelled to many a shrine dedicated to Lord Shiva and pleaded with the
Lord beseeching His help in restoring his sight and at the sametime queried whether Lord
Shiva was in fact consecrated in those shrines and all that he heard was a heavenly voice say-
ing in Thamil “Ullom poheer” meaning “ I do exist but you move on” It was only when he
reached Kaamakshi Amman in Kanjeepuram and when he appealed to Her the sight of his left
eye, corresponding to the half that belongs to her , inthe Holy Communion, was restored ! Thig
confirms the compassion the Holy Mother has towards Her devotees

Adi Sankara inititaed the concept of Sri Vidya and her Yantric form of Sri Chakram with the
Bindhu in the centre surrounded by a series of triangles representing Ambikai with the apices
in upward direction and those apices representing lord Siva in the opposite direction had been
sanctified and installed in several Kshetras and spiritual Peetams. In South India and Sri
Lanka and parts of North India there are concentrations of Shakthi in renowned Kshetras
such as Meenakshi Ambal in Madurai, Kamakshi Ambal in Kanjeepuram, Akilandeswari
Ambal in Thiruvaanaikkaaval, Abhirami Ambal in Thirukadavoor, Maariamman in
Samayapuram, Sivakami Ambal at Chidambaram. Apeetha Kujambika at Thiruvannamalai,
Chamundeswari, Katpagambikai at Mylapore, Vadivambikai at Munneswaram, and
Vasudhambika at Kalahasthi.

To enhance the concentration and recollection of the attributes of the Holy Mother, great
works such as the Lalitha Sahasranamam and Soundarya Lahari, Lalitha Thrisathi in
Sanskrit and Abhirami Andhadhi Saraswati Andhadhi and Lalitha Navarathna Mani maalai
in Tamil are without comparison. The internal and all pervasive joy, the Paramanandham
that they create within the devotee are indescribable in words. They elevate the soul to a state
of Paramagunam. May we all profit from this experience and attempt to eradicate ego, hatred
and jealousy and help ourselves and those around us to achieve higher spiritual planes.

Sri Vidyaam, Shiva Vaama baga Nilayaam Hreemkara Manthrojvalam

AUM SHAKTHI
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My favourite Saiva Scholar
In our history, Saivaism has faced challenges many times - Tamil has faced troubles
many times. During these times, God has sent many to save the Saiva religion and its follow-
ers. Although most of these saviours have been men, at certain important points in history
God has sent women! These women have all performed many deeds as mother of our nation -
they gave a helping hand during Saivaism’s struggles - they ensured the continuity of Saivaism.

In this line, There was once Kaaraikkal Ammaiyar (snenyéasmed siemwowny) There was
Avvaiyar (gememeuwniy). Later, there were Mangaiyarkkarasiyar (wrenswiissydwuny) and
Thilagavathiyar (Heseduni). And now, in this long line is Thangamma Appakuddi (srisLblor
SILLT&GL1G).

The current situation in Ealam is different from that faced by our ancestors. In tod ay’s
Ealam, it is not possible to preserve oneself. The basic human necessities are not there - food
1s in short supply - many do not have a place to live - there are very little educational facili-
ties - and in addition there are many threats to personal safety due to soldiers and other ene-
mies. But in spite of all these Thangamma Appakuddi gives others food, she gives them a place
to live. and she gives them an education. In other words, she helps them to live with self
respect. '

Many complain that bringing up their own daughters is a great burden. But
Thangamma Appakuddi, in spite of all the challenges she faces, is bringing up over seventy
girls by herself. What courage! What selflessness!

We live a very comfortable well - off away from Ealam, especially in the west. It is our
parents who brought us up and helped us to this good position. We keep them as long as they
help us but then send them off to old people’s homes. We visit them once a week, saying “hi”
and then “Buy” a few minutes later, before leaving. However Thangamma Appakuddi, has set
up a home in Ealam to help elderly people there to live. And what is her age? Seventy - six!

That’s nor alll What do we do if we have money? We put it in a bank so it can earn
interest - we buy land - we buy buildings. Even if we decide to be charitable we think - Only
I should do this thing, other’s should not”

We refuse to donate money for Temples if there will be no plaque saying that we con-
tributed.

However what does Thangamma Appakuddi do? She gives money to other temples. She
gives money to other charities. She gives money to the Jaffna Teaching Hospital. She gives
money to any charitable institution with financial difficulties.

Thangamma Appakuddi is not only my, but our, favourite Saiva Saint. Her belief and
policy in life is nothing new. However, We are a nation that easily forgets. Therefore, it is my
duty to remind everyone:“inéast CoanauCui wCasa Coemar” - It is by serving our fellow human
beings that we may serve Lord Shiva.

However, one may ask, “Does she not worship at temples? Of course she herself runs
one. And that’s not all - there is no- one greater at making speeches on religious philosophies
than her.What does this show? By all means worship God through stone statues, but do not
worship God as a stone. Find God in the lives of the poor. God has no mother and father. God
has no relations. So who can remind us of God better than the mother and father less poor?
Does not the great Lord Shiva, who created, protects and will eventually destroy this world,
take the guise of a beggar?

Therefore, my fellow Saivaites, helping our fellow human beings is a rule of life
Thangamma Appakuddi is a living example of this rule. I am greatly honoured by this oppor-
tunity to speak about her and am grateful to the management of the Saiva Maanadu for this
chance. :

The heroine of my speech - Thangamma Appakuddi - is now seventy six years old. I pray
that she will health and continue her great mission!!

GopLig sL-Geo @abugdar preomd IPeaysana (auwg - 11,12, 13) CUssHICLIL 19&0aaT, Skm.
SHEMSHWT  @AITRLOGETEHIRT D6 H6rmmEen asLubny , Gsodeum Qapbama  QrmewCarmaya
SieugsemCe  QmPQuWTssiLL L gl  wIEIL.G MG  Labd g LGS RTE  SHetH
QevedsLLL_BeiTeng|.
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Sathy Property Services

SATHY ESTATES LIMITED
RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS

LANDLORDS: y,,r rent is guaranteed
Quarterly rent payable in advance

TENANTS: Accommodation arranged to suit
your comfort

AREAS: Willesdon, Harlesdon, Wembley,
- Harrow, Sudbury, Kingsbury, Kilburn

177 High Road
Willesdon
London NW10 2SD

Tel: 020 8830 2583(2 lines)
Fax: 020 8830 3100
Mobile: 07956 483 308



darren estate
Estate Agents

Sales
Letting & Manasement
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May Lord Ghanapathy shower
His choicest Blessings upon the Conference.
the organisers and all the devotees.

15 KINGSTON ROAD Tel: 020 8542 1717

SOUTH WIMBLEDON Fax: 020 8543 4030
.LONDON SW19 1 JX. Website:www.darrenestate.com

Email: letting@darrenestate.com




DONT SIGN
ANYTHING UNLESS
YOU SEE THIS SIGN

Only an Independent Financial Adviser
works for you in recommending the best life assurance,
pensions or unit trusts on the market.

To be sure you get the best deal, contact us.

- with
BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

Rama © Company

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
"Regulated By The Personal Investment Authority”

REN

Personal * Imvestment © Authority
3 THE ORCHARD Tel: (01268) 766624.

WICKFORD, ESSEX Mobile: 07956 369557
SS12 OHB, ENGLAND.

Fx: 01268 561805




Solicitors
&
Administrators of oaths

2¢, Fairholme Road,
(Off Station Road)
Harrow, Middlesex HA1 2TN

Tel: 020 8515 7000 (4Lines)
Fax: 020 8515 7030
Fax: 020 8515 7031 (For Conveyancing only)

DX : 4232 Harrow (1)

We specialise in:

*IMMIGRATION * CRIME
*CONVEYANCING * MATRIMONIAL
*TRAFFIC OFFENCES * STATE BENEFITS

* Advice & Assistace at police station

LEGAL AID WORK UNDERTAKEN

We are franchised
by the legal services commission

Principal Assistant solicitors Trainee solicitors
M.K. Sritharan S. Ravindran Avtar manku
S. Sivasanthiran Selvi Ravindran
V. Ratnam




Best compliments

from

YOGA RAJAH & CO
SOLICITORS

Commissioners for Oaths
Legal Services Available Include
Immugration
Family Matters
Criminal and Civil Litigation
Employment
Landlord & Tenant Law
Representation at

Police Station Home Office, Airports etc.

125 B Mitcham Road
Tooting
London SW17 9PE

Tel: 020 8672 1811
Fax: 020 8682 4240
Mobile: 07831 65 65 06
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K. R. S ORIENTAL STORES
33 Lee High Road
Lewisham SE 13 5NS

Tel: 020 8297 9432
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Anglo Asian Mini Mart

Specialists in Sri Lanka Groceries

K. THAYAPARAN

513 High Road Wembley,
Middx, HAO 4AG

Tel: 020 8900 2451
Mobile: 07956 425 707 Fax: 020 8903 8202




PALNT 1BIRACIEL

Fully Licenced

Finest Sri Lankan & South Indian Cuisine
Vegetarian & Non Vegetarian

10% Discount on take away
Specialised in Catering for

Wedding & Parties

5 Years catering experience

Open 12.00 noon to 3.00 p.m

6.00 pm to 11.30 pm

17A Ealing Road
Wembley
Middlesex HAO 4AA

Tel: 020 8900 8664

Tel: 020 8900 1990
Mobile: 07939 587 339
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259 - 261 London Road
West Croydon,
Surrey CRO 2RL

Tel: 020 8684 6269 ,

Specialised . Specialised
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Jewelleries Jewelleries




From Miss Thayalini Sivasubramaniam
Speech on the first saiva Conference

The Saiva after having migrated from all over the world, face an acute
problem With the younger generation with regard to the culture and reli-
gion. Their questions are unanswered. Today the young generation needs
more time and opportunity for reasoning out these things. Religion must
both satisfy the demands of reasons and must bring comfor* to the soul. If
we are able to maintain a discipline and order that is becat se of a reli-
gious background given to us by our parents. Thus giving an opportunity
for the young people to learn about our tradition and philosophy which

will nurture their spiritual and moral needs.
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Donation - Gold Medal

CCR Insurance Brokers
Vasan & Co Auditors & Accountants
Lotus Properties & Investmenrs
Sritharan Solicitors
Duvaraka Cash & Carry
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If Quality of Life is Important to You....
then thie Quality of Your Surroundings
IS not a Subject for Compromfse.

PENTEN GROUP

Building Quality
for Individuals who Expect the Best

Constnuction Director @ Ranjith Ratnasingham BEng. (Hons) MBA
Architectural Director (@ Julian Talbot-Brady BArch. RIBA MBA

www._pentengroup.com or call +44 (0)7956 284 116
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¢+ London Tel: 020 8503 6643

Prinied by JR Prin
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