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Ponniah’s Family Tree
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Barraath’s Speech

Thatha has always been there for me.
He wanted me to be a great vocalist.

One day Thatha made me laugh
when he thought my Arsenal rubber was a
chocolate.

My favourite thing about Thatha was
whenever Amma tells me off
Thatha would tell Amma off.

The thing that | loved best
about Thatha was that
he was always there for us.

Raam’s Speech

My dearest Thatha was a great gentleman.
He was very kind and had a lot of love for us.

He loved cricket and would ask me
to print the scores off the internet.

He wanted me to be a good musician

and he loved to listen to my music.

Thatha always wanted me to complete my
arangetram to the best of my ability.

| will work towards fulfilling this wish.

| always have him in my heart
encouraging me to do my best.
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Lakshini’s Speech s

Thatha was a kind and helpful man, who always
had a smile on his face when he saw us. He was
constantly there for those of us who needed his help.
A caring and loving person and now knowing that
we will not be able to experience your love and care
is very upsetting.

Thatha, it was a pleasure knowing you and having
you as our granddad. Even though you are not here,
your thoughts will always be with us and we will
never forget you as long we live. We wish you will
forever look over us and give us your blessings. If
there is an afterlife can we please be your
grandchildren?

Lakshan’s Speech.

Thatha was a caring and affectionate person who
loved those around him. He was not a very able
person due to his instable health and painful legs,
however, be that as it may, he was a very stimulated
adult who would always help and assist people by
asking them of their needs and doing his best to
fulfill them. Despite his own condition, he would
always regard the needs of others with a higher
priority than his own personal needs.

Thatha was always a source comfort to those who
knew him. He was also a great source of knowledge
and a highly educated man. During my childhood |
faintly remember a number of times of which he
would tell me to study harder and teach me how to
solve problems. | can remember a time during
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which | raced home from school to wave a certificate
of my achievement in the smiling faces of my
parents and a proud Thatha. He congratulated me
and told me that he expected more such progress
and success from me and my education.

| am deeply sorry to say that he will no longer be
with us, no longer be the provider of knowledge and
love. Goodbye Thatha. ‘We will miss you.’

Lakshan Chithrakumaran

Thanuseelan’s Speech -

| thank you for teaching me

how to make something of my life.

| thank you for teaching me to share generously.
Deep inside me these memories shall stay forever.

| am sorry for not being by your side

4 when it mattered most.

| am sorry that | will never be blessed by

your physical presence again.

Deep inside me these regrets shall stay forever.

| know one day | will get to see you again.

| know you will always be

watching over me through

the good times and the bad.

| have this knowledge deep inside me, it guides me.

When | forgot to give thanks you reminded me.
When | got lost you found me.

Thanuseelan Jeyaseelan
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Apirami’s Speech )

My heart is full of sadness - yet

At the same time of hope and profound gratitude.
Hope that one day | will see you again with
e umess

For providing me with the means to realise my
dream...

A dream that we both shared!

If | am a solicitor today it is because of you.

| love you with every fibre of my being.

Apirami Jeyaseelan

Thuvarahan’s Speech

“Oum Sai Ram”

My Darling beloved Grandfather was affectionately
called by me as Tatta. Words will never truly
describe the love | have for my Tatta!

Tatta was a remarkable man. He was very unique
in every sense of the word. My Tatta was a man of
honor and principle. He was a Gentleman. He was
my hero and twice the man | will ever be!

He was a Loving Husband, a loving Father and a
very loving grandfather. | am truly blessed and
privileged to have Tatta as my grandfather. | will
always have fond memories of my Tatta.

Tatta showered his Grand children with love and
affection. He spoilt all his Grand children but after
all that is the job description of being a grandfather.
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When Ammama passed away in 1995 Tatta came
to stay with his family in London. | was very lucky to
have Tatta around when | was growing up.

He wanted his Grand children to study hard and live
a good life. | feel very lucky and fortunate as Tatta
saw me growing up from a boy to a man.

He had a major part to play in my childhood. He was
always there to support and encourage me when |
was growing up. Me and Tatta sometimes talked for
hours on life. | loved listening to his stories. He would
show me drawings and plans from when he was an
architect and in charge for major constructions. |
was so proud of his work. Tatta loved cricket and
we would spend so many days watching cricket.

My Tatta was a very educated man. When he was a
young man he had studied English Literature,
Mechanics and Chemistry. He got his diploma from
Cambridge University.

Tatta was orphaned from an early age. He was raised
by his Aunt. Tatta had to grow up and be very
independent from an early age.

Whenever | walked into a room and | saw my Tatta,
all | could see is the love and affection he had for his
children and grand children in his eyes.

| am so glad Tatta got to see his two youngest grand
children Raam and Bharath grow up everyday since
their birth. | would like to say a special Thank you to
my beloved Verni Aunty and her husband “Chitappa”
who looked after Tatta on a daily basis. When Tatta
was young he was alone in life and its true testament
to the man that he was when he left us he had all his
loved ones around him.
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| found this poem on the internet by a young girl called
“Lauren”. This poem named “Tears” reflects how |
feel about Tatta.

‘Tears’

Tears streamed down my face
When | saw you that way.
! love you grandpa, | will love you everyday.
As my tears raced down my face;
| knew you'd soon be in a happier place.
My love will follow you wherever you go.
Oh how [ loved you so.
Although | feel sorrow and hate.
You can't fight fate.
You told me everything as time passed by and by.
| never wanted you to die.
We did a lot together throughout the years.
It's time to wipe away the tears.
I want you to know;
[ wifl never let you go.
| know you loved me foo.
My heart will always be with you.
Now it's time to say goodbye.
Until | see you again someday when | die.
Tears by Lauren from FamilyFriendPoems.com

Thuvarahan Arunagirinathan
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Commemoration
of Ambalavanan Ponniah’s Life

| came to know our beloved Brother-in-law at my
wedding. By then he had already well established
himself in the Navaratnam family and also
established a lovely family for himself. So all
expected me to follow suit but that was near
impossible as if he was the ‘North Pole’ and | was
the ‘South.” | was in dire straits and looked around
for help but believe it or not he himself came to my
rescue and said, “Son, don’t you worry as You are
You and | am | and the twain can never be similar.”
From that day he helped me to be myself and yet be
one among the Navaratnams.

So, that is the man he was: Always on the ready to
help others, lead a very religious life yet not forcing
others in but advising them on the goodness of it.

Unlike others | would wish him many more births in
Manipay to help and guide others and me too in my
ensured many rebirths wish to bang on to him for
advice and help.

Sundaralingam Kandaiah
On behalf of all Navaratnams

The short time that we spent together meant so
much to me. | never had a Thatha in my life until |
met you. | will treasure the memories of the times
we had together. | will never forget those sparkling
eyes and the wonderful smile you had for me when
ever | came to see you. It made me feel loved and
that meant a lot to me. | will always miss you and |
know you will always be there to watch over me. |
love you forever.

Bawani Narenthiram
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Periappah was a gentleman in the truest sense
of the word. He was selfless in encouraging
everyone he met, both young and old alike, to
work hard and to develop themselves to their
fullest potential. | know his kindness and love is
something our family will always cherish and it
gives us great comfort to know that he is now
at peace.

Twilight and evening bell,

And after that the dark!

And may there be no sadness or farewell,
When | embark;

For tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place
The flood may bear me far,
! hope to see my Pilot face to face
When | have crossed the bar.
‘Extracted from Crossing the Bar
by Alfred, Lord Tennyson
Requiescate In Pace, Periappah

Vanathy Uma Nathan

“Shankaran” — This is how Thatha always called me so kindly. When
| met Thatha for the first time in Trincomalee with Sita Ammamma,
we walked to Koneswarar Temple from the town and at that time
our Thatha was 83. Thatha finished this tough journey with his sheer
determination, although it was not an easy task to walk on that
steep mountain. He was a perfect gentleman and gave me good
advices. He guided me, showed me the power of prayers and the
benevolent nature of the Almighty. Thatha once established an
image of Ganesha in our local temple during one of his visits to
Trincomalee and | will always remember the special day. Thatha
is no longer with us to give support and guidance on life or even to
call me “Shankaran” but Thatha will always remain in my heart.

Shankar Arulanathasivam.
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We would like to thank everyone for
your Kind support and the condolences
you offered to us during our time of
mourning. ‘We would also [ike to give e
our special thanks to our dearest uncle
and aunt Mr & Mrs Sundaralingam,
who came all the way from Sri Lankg

to be with us in our time of need. We
give our gratitude to Dr. J.R Marr
and Mr. Punithavel RumaraRulasingam
for delivering the funeral speeches.
Everyone's support has truly meant a
great deal to our family and we Rnow
our father would be greatly honored
by your compassion.
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