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Reminiscences of Dr. Howland

By I V. Chelliah M. A.

In trying to give apacconnt of Dr. Howland's
work as Principal of Jafinu College, T am convine
ed that I would succced in giving a far clearer
iden of this great man by writing of whatT knew
of him at first hund and by narrating personal in-
cidents, than by indulging in vague generalisations.
T hope, therefore, to be pardoned if I introduce
in my narration anything that may seem trivial to
my readers.

4 had the privilege of entering the College the
same day on which Dr. Howland (then Mr. How-
land) was instulled Principal, and I continued to sit
at his feet till 1897, the date of my graduation,
when he left the couttry for pood. T was hig
student all through the period of his connection
with tha College, and for two years had the pri-
vilege of being associated with him as teacher.
I had, therefore, excellent apportunities of knowing
intimately his eaveer in the College,

By far the most important event in his regime
was the affiliation of the College to  Culéntta
Iuiversity. ‘I'his might now appear to be an BARY
- dask, hub his great predecessor, Dr. Hastings, had

been thoronghly Gppeed o Sueh in idea, on the
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grouml that sueh a conrse wonld interfere with tha
veligions atmosphere and  teaining of the Ii.‘uilr--;_:r'l_
Although this fewr was shared by not a few pro-
minont Christians, yveb Dn Howland took {he bold
stop, und Jemonstroted that universily — eonrse
waa not ineompatible with solid religions training,
The Colloze was afiiliuted second  prade in 1891,
and frst grade in 1803, ¥

Tt is really difficult to sy what side af
Dr. Howland’s life and  work impressed  student
niinds most.  The powers of endurance of hi% well-
fenit frawme, his vast learning, hiz luminons oxposi.
ton of diflienlt themes, his sainily charaetir  nid
his deep spivitnal life, were so exceptionil, ity a
gentleman who knew of many pminent men 1n his
long eoveer in India ones deelured  poblicly  that
he kuew of only Gwo iwen that were preeat in every
senee of the torm, mml oue was Dr. Howlaml

Tt was his erndition that appenled most to the
popmlar imsrination. It was diffienlt to say what
wiw the Doctor’s favonrite sbudy, altliongh lie said
that it was the Holy Seriptuves, His versatility
was simply marvellons, Tle tanpeht Philasophy, Na-
tural Seience, Literature, M athenmtios and Septare
o the highest clisses. The only sulject e nuver
tamght was Latin, and he nsed Lo sas that his know-
Tedge of the sabject was msly, Still, e ones as-
tonislhed the ® 4. class by teanslating  offlisnd a
quotation from Lmeveting that Tl baffld onr Lest
efforts, Anglo-Saxon wenhl be the last thing one
eould be expectd to rermember of the things Teaent
at College, vet D Howland conversant cnomeh
with it to help me in translating  passages IEC
a8 illnstrations in Philology. Heo was conversant
with more than hall o dosen Jangniges. Tt is o mat-
ter of common  kuowladyge that lis weqnaintance with
the Tamil clussics was extens The Tate Mr Jf.
B. Arnold, onr Vemacular  professor, wsel to sng
that ot the time he tanght Dr. Towland Tl
Titeratnra, he lesynt as mueh from the Dostor as
lm_ tanght Din, His intimate  koowledge of the
Hindu religion, its cevemonics, customs and saper-
stitions, and even the minor details of a Tamil man's
domestic life, was marvellons indeed fora foreign-

er. " His pre-cminenes in Astronomy was known. .

thronghont the T8l wnd, 1#al Hiodu ealeulators
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would go to Lim to lLave their disputes eettlod.
His versatility was most in evidence when as Edit-
or of the Morning Ster lie  gave ready and Ineid
replies to a Matara Correspondent who plied  him
with guestions on all coneeivable subjocts under {he
suIL

The Doctor, however, was not a mere walking
encyclopaerdia, His genius illamined his knowledge,
and he had ‘o rare power of nsing his vast  store
of inlformation for forming his  own theories and
arvivigig at original eonelusions.  Oune original diree-
tion in which le worked was to show the con-
nection between vain and sunspots. The  farmers
in Jaffna would ask us in times of dronght what
Ststry Aigor (seienlific missionary) thonght  abont
tha prnl:.-ns‘rilil-y of Tain, as he had the repmtation
of predicting it accurately . He used great contion
in taking anything on trust, and at times went fo
the length of questioning even generally aceopted
philosophical aund seientific theovics. Oue instance
oceurs to wy mind. He disagreed with  certain
reasons assipueld by Lord Kelvin  for the theory
that the earth i3 a maognet, and T remember him
relating with evident pleasave an  interview that he
had, when he was possing  throngk England. with
that famons scientist, in which he thiashedout the
watter with him. 3

Besides discharging bis heavy dubies as  princi-
pil and missionnry, he took bis full share of work
as feacher, This lie he was able to do, as he liad
i Mr. W. H. Hiteheoek o lionteuant who had
the capacity of managing the minor details of ad-
ministrative work with soecess,  That he had a pas-
sonate love for the work of toaching, all his stu-
dents will testify, The enthusiosi and  interest
he aroused in his paggls for knowledge was lis
strongest point as a beacher, His method of tench-
i wag a combination of the catechetical and the
leetnve systoms.  After guestioning the stadents on
the appointed lesson of the day, he would lecturs
in order o hupart a wider knowledge than afforded
by the text-book. He would also encourage  the
boys to disenss things with him, and the beahty
of these disenssions was that he managed to make
. o the boys feel for the time being that they awere

his efjuals. Heowoenldonever dfvown upon boys who
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; illy questions, and nsed the Soeratic me-
‘Ij:ﬁlc{;sﬁis n-;m“"}%riug them. “What did God do be-
fore the time of creation” ? asked an  irrepros-
gible student who thought that he had cornered the
Doctor. “Define Time” asked the Doctor,  On
the student acknowledzing that he was talking of
something of which he was ignorant, he suid,
“Time is a succession of events and, therefore, be-
pan with the creution, and the terms ‘before’ and
‘after’ cannot be applied to God who exists in
Titernity"—His preat aim was to edneate, lead out
the powers of the students, and he stontly refused
to crym them for exwminations. He did not hes-
itate to digress now and then in his te_u(:hing, if
Lie thonght that he was giviog information vald-
able to the student for his future life. Onee le
was holding forth on some subject suggested by
the lesson of the day, when a student interrupt-
ed him by saving, “This, Sir, will he of no use
for the examination.” “Dut,” retorted the Doctor
with a merry twinkle in his eve, “it will be of
great mse for your life)”  He had an  admirable
power, almost akin to thought-reading, of locating
the ditheulty of avything thuat puzeled the students
who sought his help. T can very well remember
an  oceasion when one of the teachors, after toil-
ing over a problem in dynamies for & consider-
able time, went to him ax e was engaged in some
writing work . He stopped o moment to look at
the problem, and pointed out that the diffienlty
Juy in wisunderstanding a certain phrase used in
the question, and beforo the teacher reached the
door gave him the correct answer.

His relatipns with the teachers werve ideal. He
treated every one of them with the ntmost eordia-
lity. He had great vespeet for their opinions and
would do nothing without consulting them. If his
ideas were almost always carvied out, it wps due
to his sweet ressonableness and convineing argu-
wents, and not to any masterful ways, I remem-
ber with gratitnde the day on which, soon after I
became o member of the fuculty, the great man
wilked upstiirs in order to consnlt me; o stripling,
on some important matter—I say with gratitude,
us this act helped me cousiderably to lay aside

@
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my diffidence, and ecultivate self-regpect and self-
confidence.

The moral influence of his chavacter upon the
teachers and stndents was indeed pgreat.  Those
who think that severity and diseipline are BynHony-
mous may be apt to think that Dr Howland was
too mueh  of a good man to be a diseiplinarian,
This is un entirely mistaken iden, as Le was sue-
cessful in maintaining discipline, though not by means
of fear yet by the love and respeet  the pupils
had fer him. It was trae that he did not like to
adopt drastic moeasures to punish delinguents, and
made diae allowsnea to bhoyish  freuks hoping to
win them by other means. He was very slow
td" beliove that a troublesome  boy  was utter]y
useloss, and many o FOUNZ mAn was won over to
straight ways by his forgiving kindness. The festi-
mony horne by a elassmate of mine in the Moyi-
ing Star of the 36th of June about what the Doct-
or did in his own cuse, is o good illustration of
my stutement. But he conld he severe and fiym
when oceasion  demanded it, When 1T happened
onee to plead for u student who had gove wrong,
he said, “What wounld you do;, if we had a cuse of
plagne in the Collega ? This is 4 case of plague,
and the only coprse open 15 immediate seEreg.
tion.” T had to heat a hasty retroat,

Dr. Howland understood the valnable fruth that
confidence hegat u corresponding  trustworthiness,
When he held examinations for the higher ¢lass-
es, he made no arrangements for supervison  and
trysted to the honour of the students. To the bast
of my kuowledge, I donot know of a siigle ing-
tance in which any boy used unfair means in - his
examinations, wherous some evaded the most close
supervision in other exminations. The bovs con-
sidered it treachery of the blackest dye “to de-
coive ong who trusted them go mueh. I romer-
ber an oceasion when the tenchers, failing to get at the
trath from « boy who persisted in den ying his gnil,
sent him upto Dr Howlund, to whom he confessed
the whole truth. On his companions  askicg  him
the resson of his unexpocted  change, he said,
“How can [ look at that divine face and toll a
die?” Tt wus indeed a divine face, His' massive

-

.
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sonntenance was alwi lit up by an E'_““}'“]m“lﬁ
amile, and in his presence wa telt FI'EJ-_i we breath-
e o Dallowed atmosphere. That hiz infueunce wais
folt by strangers as well, may he sesn  [rom the
story reluted by Proctor Carpenter  at an Alamuni
meeting, D, Towland had to  bear “-'It!]l'.:*-.‘-!l in
the Supreme Conrt 1 cortain case, and a well-
Tnow, elever Hindn Tawyer boasted  that he Wi
woiny to subject Lim to very severe ErOSs-CXamin-
ation with the object of cxpoesing MISHI0NATIES.
When he entered the witness box, the  comnsel
eontonted himself with a fo respecttnl questions.
O his friends  chaffing him about Lis boast, the
Juwver said, “What could I do? T expected wmeg,
in the witness-box, Instead, L suw an anged. How
conld [ eross-examing an angel’™? \

Dr. Howland neyver lost his  temper He nover
looked o much as vexed for any lenpth of time,
A pussing clond  wounld sometimes Lide the sun-
shine of his faee; when 'he found hovs mishieliyv-
ing themselves, and this was wenerally considered
suficient punishment to the delinguents, | remen-
Ler wonly one vecasion when his Face wore a ser-
jous and  dejected look. On a eertain night o few
boys oade merey —it was the last might  of tha
terme by vinging the bell and keeping everybody
awnke w good part of the night. The next worn-
ing ab prayer time he velated thy well-known slory
ol how his Bonous elogsmate, Dy, Neesinn of Japan,
whipped bimself 11 Blood ewme ont for some ser-
ions  wishehavionr of his stodents. e concluded
Ly this pathetic wail—"Boys bows, 1 have o miml
to chastisn myself. I feel thot T am phrtly respon-
ponsibile for vour serious  breach  of  discipline”
The delinguents then came forwaed  with sobs o
confess their fandt and  askhis forgivenass.

Fis homility was another of his  distingnishing
chuvactervisties. 1 can never forget h *mAsSIve
fignre taking a short ent thronmgh Bl grass, when
i saw students coming up the pathy in owvder o
save them the trouble of giving way to him., Al
thongh we weve impressed with his gredtness, bis
teeatient of even the yonugest of us wis so simple
and nuaffected  that we  felt free to go to him with

our troubles and  diffienltivs. His sympathy. with » -

-
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needy bot intelligent students was shown by the
finaneial uid given to them. The recipicnts of such
aid can well recall to mind how, when they were
about to discontinue their studies owing to Tack of
funds, the private benevolenve of the Howlands came
to their rosene,

To people who did not have the opportunity
to watch hiz inner life, his profoundly religious
nature was not so apparent ag his intellectual  or
moral side.  But this was exactly where his greatest
atreptth lay. To me Le has always been the most
Christ-like man T have over come across.  Besides
his sympathy, bLis forbearance, his kindness anid
Rumility, he possessed a spiritual uvature that was
us simple as 16 was deep.  He always seemed  to
me to live in the presence of the Eternal. His
faith in prayer was very groat. He would begin
nothing, and consider nothing, withont a word of
prayer. When the Intereolleginte Student’s Union,
a Laterary Association in which religious exercises
ware prohibited, onee invited Lim to preside ata
lecture, he consented to do so only on the gon-
dition  that he conld begin it with prayer. His
burning zeul to speak of his Muster to the villagers took
lim on moonlicht nights from Lis multifurions dnlies
to the vill aronnd, where Lis simple talk was very
mueh apprecisfed.  He was a progressive in mad-
ters theological, but lie had o firm  grasp  of the
fundamentals of Clristianity,  He bolieved in per-
sonal immortality and even Loped that there wouakl
be recognition by kindred spivits of one another in
the next life.  MHis realization of o future life was
S0 gtrong and elear that very few knew as he did
how to set the proper value on earthly things.
When I onee showad too muoeh anxiety about some-
thing which T considerad very vital to my Iife, he
asked me in o reproving hut kindly tone, “Ts that the
whole «of your life?” The guestion las reenrred
Lo me very ofton when T have boen confusing wlhat is
perishable and what is abiding.

It was a favourite statement of Dr. Howland's that
one’s heaven ought to begin on  earth. That his
heaven had begun heve was appurent to those who
knew his inner life, He always seemed to possess
that fpeace that passeth all understanding.” No
discouragements: trisdy ir aiflictions  could ever up-

.
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seb his even and calm temper. ] can very well re-
call  that day in which Mrs. :[‘h)\\‘]un(l'rs 1.11“55‘ Was
prononneed to be sorious and it was decided that
fhey both had to leave forever the country and the
work they had at heart. 1 went to see him, and thers
was the same benign smile playing abont his face,
and & pesce such as the world never conld give. In
conversalion with o gentleman whose opinion T great-
Iy value, I gaid that Dr. Howland lived on an entire-
Iy different religious plane from the vest of ns, T said
this with some hesitation, as T did not wafit to
appear extravagant in my statement; but the gentle.
man endorsed my opinion  and  said that if D,
Towland had lived in certuin parts of India, be
would be vegneded o8 a Jivan Muktha (one who has
attained the higher life) and wonld receive the venera-
tion of the people
The whove is a sineore statement of the way in

which the life of a teacher Las impressed itself
on the mind of a gratefnl pupil. DBut what isthe
ohject of this appreciation? The reader may ask
with the poet,

“0an Honour's volea provoke the zilent dust

Or Flattery soothe the dull, eold car of death?”

The answer to the question may be stated in the

words of another poet;—

“Lives of great tnen all remind us

Wa cnn mwake our lives sublipe

And departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time."”

g L]

Samuel W hittlesey Howland

(We suelcome the following notice of Pr, Hosvland sent fo
us for publication by President Frank K, Sanders Ph. D, D. D.,
Formerly Professor of Jaffna College and noay Fresident ‘of Wah-

burn Uniwersity, UL 5. A.)

The death on March 31st 1912, of Professor Samuel
W. Howlund, of Atlante Theological Seminary, eon-
cludes a nnique career, crowded full of achievement.
Born of the famous How fumily, missionaries in
Ceylon, in 1848, he was ty-four vears of age at his
death, A graduste of ‘Amberst College and- Union

-
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Theologicul Seminary, he wont al otjee after ordi-
nation to Ceylon, whers, ander the Amarican Baard,
I servad as’a missionary from 1873 to 1847, Tha
last eighl vears of this SRIVIGE  was miven o the
presideney of Juffan Coll Dr. Howland was an
eminently nsefnl missiong: V. exerting a Wwidesproad
infliones becunse ol bLis solid qualitios and his gehol-
arly tastes, Retirning o this country hoeinse of
the ill health of his wile, he aeted ns tho pastor of
H I\Tfi:.iuu Gh,‘lpel i]:l N -‘ Cit_‘_r' tor I:][]'ea yeurs :].ur_'{
a5 Profesanr of Theology and Philosophy at Tellu-
dioga Collogs for thres JEArs more, Singa 14908 ha
has been Professar of Thoology aud Graok at At
Ifnta Theolopwical Seminary, vesigning his work in 1910
of reuson Ly ill Lisalth, Amberst Collewa honored him
with o Doetorate of Divinity in 1800, T, 106 he
married a8 his second wifp Miss Blla T, Deay of
Brockton, who sarvives hin, Dr. Howland is worth ¥
of vemembrance, as nne of the last of {he ol fiitine
missionary scholars whe interested themselves  in
the study of the In ngnages and castoms of the pao-
ple among whom they lived., Ha was Iote o momber
of the Amevican Oricnts] Sociaty.
bk
(The followsing extracts from the Missionary Herald il e
wpe, be inferesting fo ogr readers, B
By Reo, B € Hastings M. o4,

Dr. SBumuel W, Howland joined tha American
Caylon Mission in 1873, snd began ot ones the study
of Tamil; within o vesr he Was  preaching in flhe
vegnnenlar: within five years he was spokon of as
e best Tamil sclolar sinee Dy Bpanlding's day:
A close student, he was alse keen fo cateh o new
idiom or phrase as ha minglad with £l Doople,

Busides compiling a% hivinon  bhook and translating
into Tamil soine oF (s loyed Buglish hymus, ha
wrote a, nomber of {racts and other Toaflots; bt
his most eonspicunis literary work was

i eotnmen-
tury on Isaiah. He assisted also, in the revision of

the Tumil Bible: und was for many years editoy of
the Muwing Star. Vet Dy Howland was nof, only
admivet] for lis learning: he was alsn greatly he-
loved as an  eurnest Chyistinn missionary, He was
never weary of pivingthe Mastery MESSHEE or of
® hrying to lead wew Qisclples iy COhrist; a. man of
. g 4
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wontlarful patience, never {osing his fempor, andui-
failing in his kinduness to all J

Tis sound judgment was alan greatly vnlu_ed in the
Migsion, where bLe wis called upon to fill many
vesponsibla positions:  For — yeats Tie s Mission
breasurey and afferwards Mission secratury. During
the lattey years of his stay in Ceylon he was the
honored president of Jifina Cpllege, As o feacher
hie Lad the faenlly of prepcuting the truth in a
cleay, inferesting manncr, winning  the admigation
and  zespect of bis pupils.  When on neconnt of
his wite's failing Lenlth he was obligad  to sever
his conneetion with the Migsion, it was hiard to be
yeeoneiled to his loss. Many of hig fowecr studeifis
will leain of his dentl with sincers FoIrew. Though
he has gone on, hig worlk Tas not ended; his in-
Huetca will still be felt m the far-off East as in ony
e Houthlnnd.

bl
By Frestdent Lyman Hood of the Atlanta Theological
C TR

After twenty-four yesrs of continnons anil eflective
servies in Coylon, Dr, Howland retnrning to America
book up City missionary work. Here the writer met his
futara eolleague, a lorge man of pawarfil stafure and
of striking fuee, with long, Treavy, job black Deard. . .
Tn 1903 he came ko onr Seninary as teacher. Have
his wife for thirty years soon passad  away, Sk
September 25, 1006 in Brockton, Massachnsetts ke
Tnueried Mass Hlla Deane who was his willing help-
mect throngh the last years of great weskness nsn-
istering with vare devotion fo his cvery noed, The
farowell service wis held in the Seminary chapel,
the Prosident assisted by the kreulty, condueting tha
briet hour, in which address and prayer and hymn
voicad the gratitude and faith of all; for all had been
Wossed by €he gquich, thonghtlul, spivitual Leacher in
Tarael. called home to the Falher's house.™”

e
The following mve the chiel events of D How-
Lauets life—
Davel 4, 1848—Born at  Balticotts
1557 Went to Americ with his parents
L] S'Tl]‘— G 1':‘1Eilmt.c-d from Awmherst Collegs,
ig y am Founggtion

org | advanaham.o:
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18T8—Cieadusted from Union Theologi-
cal sewminary and was ordained
missionary., Married Miss Mary
E. K. Richardaon und joined blie
Ceylon Mission.

1875-1877—Slatinned  at Manipay und

Uduville
1877-1888— Migsionary at TTdupiddy

1585-1884— £ A Chavaga-
chorry
<. 1584 Went on furlough to Ameriea

188(3-18&9—]31ia:;sionn.rly at Tellippalad

18BH-1889 “ Y Manipay
1889-1807— Principal of Juffas College
A 1895-1896-—Tn America on furlongh

Ang, 1897— Resigned his work as Prinei-

pal and veturned to Amerioa
1897-1900—Missionary in Now York
1900-1908— Profossor at Talladega (ol-

lego,
1903-]910—1"‘1%%330: of Greek and
Theology in Atlanta Theao-
logical Seminary
April 6, 1812- Daath at Atlunta
OF his six brothers and one sigter, only Rev. John
Howland, miggionary of the Amerean Board in Mex-
ico, and his only sister, Miss SR, Howland, now in
the 89th vear of her service in oup midst, remain o
mourn his Togs.

e
. Robert Browning

By Rew, W. C Bird
w1
Browning was boin in Lujnf’llun May Tth, 1812,

“and excebi for the incidont of his marriage, his
lifo was an uneventfnl one. [He came of the solid
middle elass family; his fither and fathos's father hay-
ing been elerks in tho Bank of lingland,  Aftor
Toceiving a Jogal educalion, lie atten|ad Ieetnres
af London University and then travelled abroud.
His father was a mun of great delicacy of tiste whi

-
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possesser i passion for Greek literature; und learn-
inee in all sorts of cuteof-the-way subjects.

Trowning probably lesmnt more trom his futher's
Jbite than ever he learnd tormally in sehool and
at o vore corly age e toole an inlelligent interest
4 an extraordinayy nmmber of subjects, and his
power of ohsoyvation wis almost phenomenally de-
veloped.  The one thing e was igoorust of and
arer afterwards vemained 0, wus  the ignovinee of
the world, He ever gave wmen credil for knowing
a6 mmneh as he kuew himsslf

Tn 1883 his first poem  Poulive was pubtished
though ls had sritton it at the age of 14, two
vears hefore. 1o has all the sel-sssurance and
finlity of judgment that alwaps ek @ juvenids
aflort. It deals with the pgreat woral problems of
Tits in o most morhid way, which in the most op-
fimistic of all poete iz very singular but iz to b
qucribed to his juvenility. Tt was merely his  in-
tollastng] measles which he spon  grow out of. In
Tuger life, Browning who was & gaoil judge of his
own works, often indulgad in a manly langh at
Puuline wilhont heing i the loaak aglipmed of it
He sail of Pauline, “ouly this craly venains of the
shapely tres of life in my fool's Paradize.”

Pyrey - yoars later appeared his Ford fars  which
veveglod o preator loves. Lbs eneigy, ita loftiness
anid its grip of human passious, stamp its auther
42 ome of the most promising of the younger poots,
and  gpeedily brought  him  into prominencs

Tn this poom hie exbilits that fondness for leavn-
od subjects snd out-of-thewuy reading which always
charactevised him. In 1837 eame Strafoid, his et
tragedy, written for Macready, the geeal actor, bat
thongh the greatness and genins displayed are un-
doubted, its suyeerss as i sgage produebion, like all
the plays le ever wrobe woe nobt grest. This wus
Followed in 1840 by the much maligned  Sordeilo.
As an example of ebsenvity, it is probubly with-
onta tival in  the Huplish lanenage Browning
claimed fo nidlerstand i, bat althongh  comment-
wrice Lave heen writton, the posm continues togive
uire tronblo to veaders than any others of Broyniog’s.
Sowe very amusing storvies ara told ahont tliis bradn
racker, T.C. Cardyle wrote to say that his wile
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had vead Sordelfo with greab interest and wished
to know whether Smdello was a man or acity, or
a buok ! Tennyaon's story is perhaps well knowa.
He paid that the fitat lme of the poem, “Who
will, may hear Bordello’s story told, and  the last
line, “Who would, has heard Sordello’s story dold,”
were the only two lines in the poem thal he uon-
devstood, and they were lies. Lo the same counee-
tion it iz related of Douglas Jervold that he wus
vacovering from  an illness, and Taving  obfuined
permission for the firsl fime to read, picked up a
volum® from a pilebeside the bed and bagan to read
Sopdello. Very soon he tnvmed dendly pale, put
down the book, and said, “My God ! T am an idi-
ola My health isrvestored but my minds gons. L
ean't nudevstand two consgeentive lines of an Hoglish
poesn,’ He then summoned the family and silenfly
gave the book into  their hands asking for their
opinion on the poesm; and as the shadow of per-
plexity passed over their fuces, he hod ved a sigh
aud went to  slepp. Whether thesa slories are
apoeryphal or not, thay serve to show the reoaption
that was meted oub to Sordeflo and (hey lavgely
secount for the popular estimate of Browning, the
poet, whomn it is fashionable to beastof nob nndor-
standing.

Trom 1840 to 46 followed two sevigs of plays,
trigedies and dramatic lvries issucd under the eol-
leative fille of Hell and Fomeyranates. Perhups these
are tho most popular and best known of all Brown-
ing's works. Among the best known are Pippe Pos-
ses. A Souls Tragedy, Swol, awd The Pied Piper of
Ldamelii.

Naxt comes the great episode’in Browning’s lifa—his
menting with, and subssqnent marvriage o, Ilizabeth
Barrett, ons of tha noblest sonls aiicased in ono
of the most frapile Wdies in England. Thers is
nothing more romantic sinee the days of Dignke anid
Bealrice than the love and conrtship and marrisge
of these two sweet singers- The iocital of tha
episode would take up an article to itselt and can
thevefore only be hinted at heére, Saflice it to say that
this gvent was the great watershad fn the lives of

these " two, and inspived the swouderful loya Iyries.
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“Sonigs from the Pt]f'."rlf{jfr.'q:-‘:‘{!" ?E Eliz?bpth_ Barrott
Browning, and E_;g_l.nﬁi-u] -1530 Tebert into the [;_1‘,1.;1,t
apostle of love,  Their union was a perfect blending
ol souls diverss in spme ways, but yet which heat
as one, The robust delight .i'.1 life was ]tltit_ what
B, B, was unconscionsly waiting for, and this wo-
mat, who was !yingb on what was supposed to be
Lier dying bed, nourished and 1:::|Jil::f| by th.e :‘étruug
love of o noble aoul, lived for fifteen delightinlly
happy years in sunny oly, and enviched the Eag-
lish tongue with songs thal will endore am long ag
noble sentiments are cherished, and lrllpapln_\f.'l in har
Tmaband, our hero, that passion for life and that
boundless optimism that were perhaps his prroatest
wifts to an ape that was alwiys perplesed in the
widst of donlt, Lo

Tn 1850 appeared his E.‘f’ej'm.{n_ar:rs_ Fye . and  Fagler
Bags, a strong plen for appreciating the zood in
the varying lorms of the Clindstian velieion, and
then eame his Wen amd  Women In 1855 con-
faining some of fhe anthors finest work, inelud-
ing the stitring poems of F Lippo, Childe Ro-
dand, Evelyn  Hope: and Holy Cross Dag.

In 1861 Browning's wife died in a room alone
with Browning, “He, closing the door of 1Lt room
behind him, elosed a door on himself, and nons
ever suw Browning on earth again butonly o splendid
surface.”  After his  mvat sorvew, Browning eash
abput bim for some gigantic task 0 take his mind
off his grief, and soon gol 1o work on what was
destived to be his wagnum opus, The Bing  aud
tho Beok. This oceupied him gome six or aaven Tears
aml wus published in 1869, The intellectunl labofis
ivelved dn this achievement is immense, embrse-
i we it does 21,000 and odd lines. There ara
many  postical passages scattered  thronghout the
hook as beantiful as anythire written in verse, Pro
viaus fo bhis; after fonr year of silenco after the de:

ol his wife, appeared his Dheamotis
show Browning's supremicy as o drams artist.
Among these -we niole,  The Pewihin o 1) 't Clali-
daw on Selebos, Rubli Ben Eaa and Abt Vaigier
Recognition eame late in it to Browning, He was
eleeted Hon, Tellow of Balinl Clollege, Oxford, in
1867 and made M. A., of Oxford the saume vear. Fater

Digitized by Noolaham Foungation



15

on, he was made Lo, of Oxford and Cambrided
aud the other Universities conferred similar (lis-
tinctions upon hiom.

T 1886 he was elected foreign corvespomudent {o
the Royal Academy and dicd December 12{1 1859
on the very day that his solundo made its appoaraiice
in the Press. His body was laid 6o rest in the
Poet’s Corner of Westminster Abbey and his fu-
neral partook of A uatiomal echaracter. Although
an ol man of 77, la died in the zenith of his
powers; it 15 to be doubted swhether any mind se
rieh as his ever earried its trepsures to the grave.
Hig works have been published inseventesn vohumos:
nere bulk alone however does not entitle him to
immortality; his claims to  grateful vememberimes
rest on other and sweer grounds,  What these are
we shall now see.

2
Next, letus note some of the charasteristics of hig
works.

First and foremust we place his Optimism.

Optimism is the nawe somebimes given to that
atate of mind that conveniently ignores unpleasant
facts inm life and rejoices that all is  going well
Such was not the optimism of Robert Drowning.
Excepl for his very eavliest work which we have
deseribed as his intellectual measles, eovery thing he
wrote was aplow with the sheer joy of Lhumsn ex-
ishence. The curions  thing about. it too, is the
faet that the older he gréew in vears the younger
Tie grew in spivit,  His study of the annals of erime,
his musing over fhe much talked of wmaterialism of
ilie day, and his profonmd kuowledge of the philosoph-
ieal sehools, only led him lo ses, ag he says inm
his Pippe Passes, “Cod’s in his Heaven; all's right
with the world” Sorrew never erushed his spirit
although he folt the death of his wife as few mon
feel it. It was after his dark day that he wrote
Lis Bl fen favo which beging,

“Grow old along with me
The beat 15 yet to be”
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His iz not the shallow optimism of the dreamer
" L S U
or of the man whe has wot seen hife’s ugly facts
and hideoms  possibilities. He had 2t he had
sufforad, and had eonguered, As :'{'-I'Eiml]_\r_ as _ﬂ.i:-\
vising sun dispetses the darkness of the night like
a defeated army, so sure 18 the nltimate trinmph
of Riglit over Wronz, Noo poeb koew more what
wus involved in the acceptance of the evolutionary
theory than Browning's, butthe new light had no ter-
rora for Lim; Le was ever welcoming the {1“-“}1. He
gavd in Leath tu the Desert, M.
Sle progress, v’ distlvelive wark alone
Not God's and net the boases:
G od is, thay nre, ; -
Man partdy Jsoaud whelly opes to he't
Haar hiz views on the fanetion of pain—the oldest
and the most terrible of all the mysteries:
SOnr lite with all # ylelds of jo
and doubt wnd fearg oL L ik
Io just wie chapes of our prige of learning love
How el love has been, ahall be, and is!’

and pain

Next, we place his Courage, the fruit of his Optimism,

Comrage is his Gospel awld his message to his day
and to posterity. From the many words of Brown-
ing, there ave guoolations which are the steek in
eonsciolsness  in thousands, though they searcely
kuow that Browning wrote them.® He Las eaught
the lips and grapplad  the hearl of the averagn
person—the  imlividnal  ageinst  the  sehiemoe  of
things,

Disten to this from Prospice, the finest Livmn®*to
death fhat ends;—“And witl God bo the  rest:'
Hire is the quotation:—

“Fear dealhi?—to feel the fordn my throat,

The mist 0 oy faes . . * |

I wag ever s fehiter —so one fight more;

The best and the last” .

Nopthing iseasier than to disinter from the hun-
irads of thonsands of words that Browning wrote
this, his characteristic message, Conrage.

He tales life and  death with courage, humeom
and faith in God in His Heaven. But frst of all,
Jonrace.

As for death, he wainfuined always tranguil ealm , .

and mever so wueh wuwh‘mﬂ.w(:(mfroutud with i
\aham .
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Remember, the pessimistic schon] was growing
up all avound him, bul with splendid seorn he said,
“Death, denth, il is this harping on  death T des
pise 80 much. But what fools who talk thus!
Why, death is life, just as onr daily momentarily
dying body s none the less alive and ever rocruile
ing new forces of existence. Withont death, which
is our word for growth, for change, there enn be
no prolongation of what we call life, Never say of
me that | am dead.”

Ts he not exprasging his owh thonght when he
deseribes Lis lero as “One who never tmmed  his
bael,

YBut marelisd hroast  Lorward

Never doubted elouds would brealk

Never dreamed though rght  were worsted, wrong
wonld i ph

Held we fall forise; are batfied to fight better,

Bleep to sake.

Another characteristic was his Strenuousness which
proceeds from his Courage.

He gays of himself “liver a fizhter™ He waz a
man who loved to do the impossible thing, Not
for him the easy way nor fhe conventional method.
Congequently no ene can take up Prowning and
readl him with a jaded brain for relaxafion. No
jingling rhymes for idle minds in his writings; ho
wrote with his heart’s blood and he demands to be
read with the sweat of the beain. He says in  the
Groamimorions Fineral—

alliat low tan spaks g livte thing to do

Bees it aud does Tk
This high muan with u preat thing to prursue

Thes gre he knows it
That, has the world here—should He need the next

Lot thie world mspd him !
This, throws himzelf on God, and noperplesed,

~ Beekinz shall Gnd Him. ™
¢ Anythfng more finely scornful of a cheap popular.
ity or an easy life it is hard to imagine,
Obscurily.

Leb us now come  to the charge so offen mude
againgt him (hal he is obsoure,

There is un old anecdote toll how that one duy

. A0 admiver wrote him as to the meaning of one

d bygloolgiam Foundatio
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of his darker pooms and it is velated that hae
raplied to the cffect that when that poem was
written, two people knew what was meant, God and
Robert Browning.  And now God ouly knows what
is mieant, The trath of this stot'_\"l do not \:ouch for,
Lat it be granted that Browning is obseure in places,
What is the resson? “Intellactual  conceit” say
his enemies. Others, friends, *“It is dne to the
profundity of hiz thonght” The first charge is
engy to clear him of. TTis [viends do him the most
harm, for they wonld make him oul to be 1 mere
philosopher and not a poet. Now his dramatic ly-
vies, to mention no others, mark him ont as a
poet whosa orthodoxy in structure wonld ot shock
the most respactable Tennyzonion. He has proved
that he osp write with lucidity even though ke
writes of bigger things than “gurgling  brooks";
then whyis he sometimes obscure? Most of his
obgeure writings belong to  the early period, e. p.
Sordello,  We saw above that he possessed a mar-
vellons knowledge of ont-of-thewiy things. Now his
great friend and contemporavy Thomas Carlyle, was
a well informed man, but was noder po misappre-
hension as to the eolossal ignorance of the rest of
mankind. He said “there are 400 millions of peopls
in the world, mostly fools.” Browning on the
other hunid never eniirely shook himself free from
the delusion that other men knew as much as he
did, and so it follows that hia profundity or asib
18 mors often ecalled, obscurity, does mot proveed
from intelleetual priggishness, but the very reverse,
modesty. Carvlyle langhs at us all the time e
writes; Browning treats us very seriously, Sordello
is nol the prodnction of o pedant bat of o young-
stor who had more ideas than he Lkuew how to
digentangle.  All the evidenee is against his being
vain in ordinary life. He never tried to talk elev-
erly in con versation; he was [ond of passionately
vopesting epies of other people. Obsenrity is no
evidencs of vanily, neither 15 Iueidity a proof of
humility.  Byron was as vain as u stentling pea-
coule, and none wrote more clearly.  Browning's obs-
y s the lighest ecompliment ever paidito men of
wrerage infelligence.  As we said, Browning's over esti-
mate of the average man’s intelligence never entive-

Ll
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Iy left him. He always took it for granted  that
when he plunged straishtway into a theme with-
ont o word of explanation, people wonld e ahle
to follow him.

Certainly it i8 wnot o good male to stndy Brown-
ing by beginning at the beginning and reading all
he ever wrote. Judicious selections arg much bet-
ter for the average reuder, wnd his fireh works, if
read at all, should be read Just. This fendency
cintsed him fo be regardsd more as a literary cur-
iusity than a great post for many yvears. If popu-
lnvity is the test of greatuoss, then he had it not.
His was the nature that coming generations will
ufora vightly appraise than his own, but ag he says:
“Man Lives for ever” Burely we can see that he was
no mere “eallector of straws and miser of dust”

How then shall we place him in Literalure?

There were three preat posts of the Victorian
age: Arnold, Tennyson & Browning. Let us try to
rightly estimate the relation in which those thres
stood to cach other and then perhaps we ean pluce
onr post into his right niche in the temple of Hon-
our.

Arnold was the intellectual aristocrat; chaste,
clear as anice cryatal’ and as cold; gives one the
impression  that he was disappointed with life.

In Tennyson we find the lyrvieal faculty express-
ed with great lueidity and yet with warmth; hLe
appeals to the emotions, Ho' did not shuke him.
self enfirely froe from the influence of tha possis
mistie school, but hoped for the daswning of the
brighier day.

.

Browning i3 perhaps nob so sweet a singer as
vither of the foregoing: there are traces of exlrava-
gance. His spiril was foo exultant {o be oyer-
precise. A fonming mountain lorrent canndgt ba ith-
prisoned in any artificial channels and Browning's
Joytul soul cannot find complele  exprossion in
damty »econplets.  Little nose-gays of verse are not
for glants, und se we find weird Fancies and prolix-
ities exprossed in ways that he invented, and that

= emore aearly fit his thooglt than the more con-

yentional nature, .\ To But the  same another way:—
L ]



20

Paniivson ia the poet of exquisite melody: in him
ia the sparkls of the brovk. Arnold iz the poet of ex-
witisite vegrol; his s the clenrness of the icicle. Brown-
ing i85 the poct of oxquisite Hope. In him is the
cieorness of the motuntain tortent which euts a way ol
of well marked grooves by its own rvesistless : forice,
Tho great thing in bin wag the sdes not the form.

SRR

Jaffna College Alumni Day

The appuat Alomol Pay of the coa pgme off on

Monday the Srdinst: The Alwni begon o arvive at 4830

"p. m. and were treated (o cake and tea by Dr. and
Wrs: ¥ork, From 538 to 615 a Pouthall mwateh was
played betweey the Old Boys and the present students
and the Iaftor won by two gn to one, 'The Imesting
hegan af 620 with #he! Prinelual in the chair. Altor de-
yotional exereiscs did il ling of the mimites by the
Bevretary, the Chairman veferved to Do Howland’s death
and a vota of condolence to the surviving meinbera of the
fanily was passed by the whole assembly standing. Tle
Hrat speaker wns Advoecate P, Vytilingam B 4. He said
that as this is ap aga of political s when the nal-
fons of (he world are craving political enfranchizement,
Ceylem top should take its part. And in order to do it
what was urgently eegaired was public spirvited eitizens.
He deplored the facl that so maeny lived personal or st
Lest family lives and there conld non be found in Jalow
half @ dozen men {hat conld be really ealled publie SPir-
itedd  men. He thought that even ilie representatives of
the penple were taken up by the official smile and did
mot do thelr duty te thelr country He instanecd Tior-
cnsz, Alvis and Coomarasamygas  ideal public citizens
wnd spoke of Ghaodl und Gokhale as the greatest pat-
viots of Lndin.

The nextapealker was My, M. Valupillal B a., u;.u., Bar-
vister-at-law whe saiil that he was cdolighted to povisit
old seenes and old fanca,

Mr. P Balasingham, Advoeato, followed Mo, Velupillai,
He suid that e’ was proud of the institation se “from it
Howed watars (hat had made Juffng prospeeous. If net for
philsuthopie efforts of the Ameriean issionaries, Jaffoa L

o .
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wollll be in no better position  than obseure places in
the Fsland, (48 affoction and respect for Julfna Collogs
was due Lo theimportant veason that it was  thers that e
lewrnt his flest lessons and his earlioat impressions went
back to e four vears of his e there; they  eonld
bewver he effsced. He haid nodoubt that the Cholfeges: wes
tar and away the fovsmest Listititlon in Jaffna. Great
chinges had  tuken place in the syster of  aduention
ddopted in the Uege and he instaneed the intredinetion
sl University exuminations after u period ol isalation,
Araing he bad learnt many things [here that e had
forgotten now. but in apite of the chapees in syatems
and the forgetting of things learnt, one thing exer 8-
malned, vig, the dmgression made on Wim by hiz instrie-
tio¥s, fireninst apumo whomn wes D, Samuel Howland:
He praised his sellléss’ life, his devolion o duty; his
ehili-like humility, Lis purity of life, hiz Socnfic pati-
encoand in shurl bis Clist-like lite, Me knew no man
who appreached him in these vespoets, Tdeals in ailtieat-
ion are now in a state of Qux and e rroduction of Lhe
philosoplier and the mrammarian s no moee the Liiglieet
onil of edueation. Tt is this ideal that had brought so low
the East which allowed *‘the legions to thunder past, and
plunged in thoughs again.” Lord Micaulay by bis fan-
ans Minute intraduced a system of education which had
the objoet of the palitical Priging of the people of Tn-
dia, Bat *superior’ Curson and the Jiugo bard of the Em-
pive; Itudyard Kipling, deseribed the politicul awaloning
of Iudia gz n symptom of g great disensn, The ery
is now for commereial, fand technieal edueation, All sys-
tems of education had their mevits and deierits, They
might ehange, but the exampls af g Leacher living a Ohplst
Iike fife, knew no changs. The ik g he had of Took-
ing al the benign fave of e, B il day aller day
had been an inspiration to bim. Ade (ke coinpensation
could nol he pald to syeh  feachers, Althongh lawyers
and other prof ] el may Lave their loes mathe-
matically calonlsted, the sciviess of ‘tho tescher ol
only be adequately recompensed by the aratitide and love
of his pupils.

Ar Balasingham thes speke of the groat hmprovements
smade ln the College, and wondered why inepite of this it bud
fallen fram its past cminence in higher edocation, He: sygapst.
el the removal of the College to more advartizenng o
roundivgs. Ho deplored the tact that the ste eEmnnlike
ssnmrastion ol the Lapd-worklug Prineipal for = Union

-
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Cullege had neeessarily been laid pside. He hoped that it
was only for a time and Lthat when the _vlnuda Ppassed
BWAY, Taftou College would expand intoa College worthy
to be the rival of awy isstitution io the Ialand.

Pev, Mr. Bird, who was the nest speaker earnestly repodi-
ated the aecusation of a previous speaker that there were not
wiare than sig pulbilic spivited menin Jaffna, He had travelled
widely in the Tamil districts and could testify that there
wnre-hundmds of men of this type doing their duty
dven in the most ont- of- theway places in the Jelani,
He =poke in the highest terms of the charneter and abil-
ity ol the Juffna man and wad sure that in the work
of the regeneration of the country, they would take the
foremost place. The cause of this eminence was due®to
thely eollsgiate system in Jaffna  and chlel among the
colleges stond Jaffna College. Although he was awate
of a lower motlve of getting on in life that actnated
anme, yet it was mot the mistake of the idewls of the
aollege, which were to make men and develop character.
This was the object of the American benefactors. and
thiz wa2 what the college stoed for. He referred to the
sentimentz of John Ruskin who in referving te the four
represenative professions, those of lawyer, doctor, soldler
and minister, said that they should be willing Lo die for
justice and duty and their only object should be to serve
their geperation, There was no seenlar ealling and every
walle of life in which righteousness and duty were aimed
at were sacrad. When he saw the American and English
fAags waving glde by side in front of the Hall, he was
reminded of the British and American passengers of the
“Titanic,” who, animated by the same spirit  yielded their
places Lo womsn and  ehildren. As  the people of Jo¥-
na wers upder British reole, the exbortation of the espt:
ain of the "Titanie® “Be British™, ought to appeal to them
also. He exhorted the alumni o puf first things first
and toserve the eanse of righteoufness rather than forsalary,
He knew of such men and honoured them for it. He
acvised the alumpl to keep swroed the memory “of Jaffoa
College. He ended by wishing long life and prospecity
to Jalfnn College and its aluwnd,

Mr. Chanmugam then spoke of three objeets for which
the eollege was sturted (1) to afford o residential Tollege
(2) to bnpart higher education and (3] to do evangelstic worke
He showed how all the three things were apcomplisheid in his
fime under the commanding persgnality and influshes of
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Dr. Hastings, He showed how chapaoter was formed in
the college and liow valuable habits were inculeated in
physieal, intellectual, and spiritual matters, He alzo spoke
ol the religious atmostphers of the College, and of the
strong influence Di. Hastipgs exerted by his precapts and,
above all by his example

After approciative remarks by Mr. Hoole Mudaliyar,
the weeting came to a close. at 6.30 Th T

Those present then adjourned to the Dinlng Hall
which svas tastefully and attractively decorated. Over 100
guests sat dowh lo arice and eurry dinner, After the
dinner, post prandial speeches were indulged in. The fol-
to:vmg was the Toast Tist:i—

The King: the Principal, I'he College: A, 4. Ward, Esq
E. A. Besponse: the Principal. The Bister Colleges: Dr. K.
DModr. Curtis; Response—T. H. Crossctte Eeq. aroa, The
Old Boys: Dr. H. 0. York; Besponse: Advoeate Tham-
hyah Crossette m A, The Cuests: J. ¥, Chellish Ligg. ar.a,
Response: Proctor (L Perumalpillay,

The proceedings ol a most enjoyable evening terminated
with the singlng of the National Anthom.

@@

Adventure in Self-Reliance

Fromated by a Mother and Recorded by a Son

“The other day T heard a woman advising hoys and
girls to go out into the felds and try their hands at oil
palgting. By so doing, she sald, some will make a be-
gluning in art, and all will strengthen their appreciation of
natura:

“The referonce to oil painting eavsed me to think
about something that [ hve not thonght of lor years —
something very plessant to thinkof, something about my
mother, Tewill tell it very simply, becauss T think that
mathers nowadays who are troubled abont thelr boys
may find in it a suggestion. In the attie of the old
homestead where T was born there hang to this day eight
or ten large il paintings that I made one summer when
1 was eleven years old. My mother, in her desire to keep
me out of misehiet in the long vaeation, enrolled me as
« bupil of a teacher of painting in the town, T wentto the
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sindin every ninrning at 9 o’elock aod pomained  thera
until 12, T was a membep of i eliss and seme davs wa
wont out lnte the [okls and pafnted Trom natues. 1he
finest pickge in iy collaetion, undonbtedly, s that of
a cow's head. It 15 almoszt life size aod B pretty cood
worle, Yo'l recoznize it snywhers as tha portralt of a
(e

4T fuve noilligions about my ehility a8 a8 painter, T
Liiow thotss nn ardst T had no talent. But that expey-
jenee was n roal experiencesa real adwenture, and "it kept
a Loy aetive mind exteemely busy while It Jasted. T
made pictires of everything in sight apd carred the odoer
af paliot abeut me from moernfoe oniil night. My motler
was plepsed, but T think she did nolt fool herself about
it. Her ides wus shnply to keep me employed. Bhe was
not eatiafied that L should do my sehool work and noth-
ing more, 1 remember Ul as scon ad school was: over
n June she  begsn to leok arousd, and betore I had
a wesk of uninterrupted play, sho had a definite
speaind interest hiid out for me-something thal would
kocp me oeedpied 8 good share of the time,  Somefimes T
agreed with the plan from the stat, sometincs not nntil
Iudey, sometimes @ clisnge had 1o be made, But long
periods of idlepess could not bhe arranged Dy an enter-
prisiog Loy in onr family. Mother kept things meving.
She waza born prodder

rhe diffcrent kinds of worle that Idid belore I went
to the collage, aud the diferent interests 1 had, would
make & lopg Hst. All were croated by my mother, and
most of themm were eonfioed to the SUrmmer. By the tle‘la
T was six or seven vears old, T began Lo take music
legsong, af course. [ think that [did one thing 1o the
mutic line, hewever, that most boy piamo players never
enjoyed. Fo elurch T develupu:d.. apn enthusinsm for the
pipe organ, and expressed A odesive o try my handat it
My inether egeized upon that enthusinsm ins;tnnfllv and re-
alizag it tor nie. Withlo o few duvs, I began pipe prgan
legsons which Iagted  for many weeke, 1 was Lwalve or
thitfoen venrs old and eould harely veach the pedals
Every day I wont to chureh and pra ed. An  old
negroy. pumped the organ tor me at ten esnts aa honr,
For about & dollar s weols added tooa small Pee lor
weekly lessans, T had the grandest time with o blg chureh
argan that boy op er 'N”';H“”‘ u

aham.org | 2
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“1 was never wildly eathusiastic about physical lahor.
My mother disnovered that and put me al it. I did all
sorts of ordinary work— mowing the lawn, milking the
cow, and all that =ort of thing, I was the champlon
carget elegner and potato-bug kilier in onr neighbonrhood
But I intend to speak only of the unusiasl work that I
wae sel Lo do asa boy, One whols sammer when 1 was
about fifteen T worked ton hours a day for six days a
week as helper to o plumber, I receivid flve dollars &
woek  in wages and ate epormous quantities ol lood.
I ran the “blower’ which isthe noizy thing that keepa:
the metal boiling. Later in the summer I developed
into a good “ealker.” T learned to ecalk a soil pipe jolnt
Youu may not koow what that means, but 2 plunber
koows. We worked, as T say, ten hours a day. Atnoon
I went howe o dinner—and my! what a “feed”] enjoy-
ed. Weo had exzactly an hour's nooning. =et off by the
blowing of a whistle, My mind kceps running back to
those dinners, earned by the sweat of my brow. It i al-
most twenty years sinece Ienjoyed that experience. How
wonderful the table looked as T came ln, in workingman's
<¢lothes, and ate the food that my mother had prepared.
Always she made me tell her the news of the morning.
The biggest item I ever had to report was a Narrow
eseape I had from killing two or three deacons who
came to inspoct 4 church we were working on. I was
up on a4 acaffold forty feel above them with my “blow-
e’ and its burden of molten metal. In my curiosity to
see them and hear them I wpset the “blower™ and spil-
ed a guart or more of hot Iead, which Pell within three
feet of the little group

“®wo or three summers T spent away from home en-
tirely—at & summer resert, One summer T waited on the
table, hut the rest of the time 1 worked in a hotel as
bell boy—principally engaged in bandling and distributing
the mail. Ohe of the finest men Tever knowI met and
learned to know when I was a bell boy. I mean ex-Pres
ident Rutherford B. Hayes, who came tothe hotel sach
year to attend a rennion of his regiment. Ho was always
up early and out on the veranda by hall past six o’elock
We beenme acqualnted, and went together every morning
before breaklast to a grocery store where the old gontle-
wan bowght a basket of fruft. He would then go back

4
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ta the hotel and walk around the veranda disteibnting
peaches to the pueste. e did evervihing so quietly, so
noturatly, &0 Lindly. Hs was an old man an thronglh
with ambilion. It was guite a marvel to me, ahoy ot
thirtesn or fourteen. that one who had been Henstor and
Governor and President should be so zentle,

Teom one of these “summers away’' I canie home 1o the
early fall to my mother with long boots on -the st palr,
paid for by money earned at the summer job.

'‘Ons of the mest waluable of my sumwmer achioyve-
fents—nagaid at the instieation of my inollier—was the
fair miastery of shorthand at the age twelve. My feacher
wis i neipliber who had been an oxpert  court reporter
of thivly years™ practical expericnee. He tanght e gnd
his ewa emall son at the same (lme. He was really a
swonder. Ho could take down the fastest of speeclies and
never miss a syllable. He was o German amd  about
sixty years of age. He coulil take a verbatim  report of
a gpeech made in  German. 1 mean that he fransiated
the speeeh as it went along, wrote Boglish shorthand
nates, sl produced o verbatim Bnelish transeription of
i, We usedl Lo go to chuareh wish Lim every Sunday
and  watch Him “take! the sermon, prayers and cvery
thing else. To prove bis skill we would take the Bible
reading, which we later cheeled up with the “good bool."
Onc of us sat on cach side of Bim. He could take o
fast speoch with o remarkable esse. He had the art of
‘phrasing” thoronghly in hand, As all reporters Know
tleat s the seeret of fast shorthand writing. e was &
splondidl teacher patient and theorough, with some of that
senee of wooder which seems to be at the bottom of go
mieh good work., He was proudol his quickness of mind
ahd hand. His eyves gleamod, when undor dhe waleh, he
dashed off 200, 21, 340, worde of “new  stulf a minote,
W used to test himoacd Ao was always ready for the
vien, Tnder his careful encrgetic tralning I loprned to
write shorthand lairly well— wueh better T mean than
the erilinary offfve slenographer can write, He' tuught us
thoroughly and compelled us to be acenrale. In a few
wonths (we esrried the enthusigsin along with us into the
seliool yeary T ocoulil write 100 words o minnte. Years
atter—in eollege—1 sarned a good deal of money through
shorthand work, It wis perhaps natural thab, out of the
shorthand experience there cuma, when | wad seventeen
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or o, a simmer “try”’ at newspaper reporting on a counfry
paper at a dollar o column, Kol long after, in faect the
nest auminer, the summer hefore T entered collega—I got
a Job as poliee reporter on a large city newspaper at len
dollars a weel, I was eightecn years' old and made hund-
reds of mistakes, but because my mother had kept wme
at work aud ningling with people, T got on well enongh to
hald my place.

There wers other intergsting sumimer adventuyes pro-
maotied by my mother, bul these are more than enough
for an}f’ body to read, T am sorry that I cannot invite
you to the next White Honse reception, boganse surely
vou will expest to find a model boy like me sitting in the
Pmsidentinl ehait. My mother never had any exaggerated
ides about her children, howsver. She had, and still has
# perfent sense of humor. What she wad coneerned about
wia devising ways and means to kecp her sons out of
the penitentiary and -freo from all entanclemsnts with
homes for the feeblesminded. Bhe got vs all to ecarning
an honest living, and when she had achieved that she
breathed an enormons sigh of relief. It was a big job,
and all ordinary peopls find it so. JOHN M, SIDDATI.

g

The Professor’s Corner

Waords and their Meanings

L]

He iz a daring moan who makes bold to sef the
limits of HEnglish nsage boyond the question of @
doubt, but it is mot difficult to point out a esrtain
group of errors in athe use of English which
Tiave found soil and taken toot in Jaffna until now
they thzeaten to supplant enfively a purer Engllq]i‘
A considerable proportion of these ave “Tamilisms,”
il we may use the expression —but such onght h.)l
that resson to be all the move vigorously resisted.
We 1.,1\;3 hete a few examples of very common
ervors, and Lope that by thus toumup; the atten—
tion om two or thres expressions at o bme the
. English of vur readers may be mueh beanetited.

»
.
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1. The use of ‘again’ for fhen, weaf, Herenpon
ete. This 1s & common error and one very irritating to
English enrs, ‘agein’ properly means ouce more; and
is used vepulady in sueh  expressions as T did
it aguin’ meaning “L did i yef anether fine.” Eyen
suell expressiong s “coma egain’ have this same
roob ideaof ‘@ second fime. It 18 therefore ineorrect--
at least judged by wmodern English usage— to say
“He went to town, and agein he came here” unless
the speaker really means to emphasize that the persen
coame o second fme: and  that is precisely whatis not
usually meant. Tn these cases such adverbs as
then or wext ave preferable.

2 The nseof ‘e, particularly with double ab-
jouts and with substantives in predieate apposition;
e, ., het ealled thet man [as] a liar,” or “This is called
Jas| a bicvele,” [dare say that most educated
Tamils’ will immediately recognizo this error, and
know very well that ‘s’ should not be used in either
of the above instances; yet the numerous occasions
that the writer has heard woll-educated Tamil men
Japse into using these expressions even on the pub-
lie platform ~shows how deep-seatod is the fault and
hew needful it is that close attention be paid to
guarding against it

e

Editorial Notes

The article from the pen of Rev. W. 0. Bird %f
Paint Podro, is a very timely one as
Roberl Browning this is the eenfenary vear of thisgreat
post. He is nndoupbtedly oue of England’s
greatest poets, and vet he "is perhaps the least
popular in  the sense  that the readers of |his
poems are only the cultured few, This is tlue to *
hig obsenre style of writing. But when one has
thoranghly accustomed himself to the ashruptiess and
harshuess of his siyle, the reading of his poems
becomes a sonres of great pleasure,  Browning must
be regarded as o seor with a definite message to
the world, Some people suppose that the raca of
prophets is extinet and that (God has ceased to ins- « s
-
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pire men with his messages, The great poets of
the world are wndoubtedly the successors of the
prophets and inspired men of old, and their mess-
ages 4re even more important than the besutics
of their style and sentiment. What is Browning's
great message to the world? Ltis bhis grand op-
timism. Mr. Bird has dwelt, as far as spuace per-
witted, on this all important aspect of the post.
We hope to discuss this feature af some length in
the next issue. We think we are fortunate in get-
ting » lover of Browning like Mr, Bird - there are
very few such in Jaffna—to write this article.

. @

The article reprinted from the Oberlin  College

IMuagazine written by a College mate of

Self Reliance the principal is sofull of helpful sugges-

tions for the youth of Ceylon, that we

venture to publish it in the Miseclluny in the hope

that it will make its impression on the

minds of the hoys of Jaffna College and  spur

them on to semethine that is worthr, and that
it will help to develop in their minds a, whole-
some respect for labour. i

M. Biddall is the son of Dr’ Siddall who prac-
tised dentiztey in Oberlin O, for yeavs and who
was np to the time of his death, a pillar in the
Heeond Congregational Church of the town. So Mr.
Siddall belongs to a elazs  which, in fhiz eountry
whuld regard such exploits as he vecords guite be-
neath their so-called dignity. But his article rings
with pride that his: mother stimulated him to de
just what in this couptry would, unfortunately, be
a great shock to family pride.

The experiences bLere rvecorded ave *nof  unique.
Thousands of boys all over the United States could
write similar stories. Indeed in some Collepes it is
tha general eustom for boys to spend their holi-
days and spare fime in remunerative employment.
In Mr. Brown's own College class there werp ounly
two young men who did not help to support them-

« « solyeg in some such way.
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Jaffna College Noles

_The entollment is largor this term fhan over
Tedore. Alumni Day June 3rd, and the Privegiving July
11th, are outstanding dates of this e Bwmpicg
Day was observed on June 21 as o holiday. A pat-
rviotic mecting was held at 11 a . at Otley Hall
at which spesches were made by all the members
of the Faculty and one Senior student; all were
pithy, vigorous, loyul and inspiving. On Saturday
June 29, # foothall mateh was played with St Zolin’s
on the grounds of the Iatber in which Jalfua College
team won by ascore of 3 to il

—The laboratory has beew removed to the build-
ing formerly ocenpied by the Senior professors.
Re.600 worth of new apparatus and materials have been
put in this term,

— The libvary has been rvemoved from the corner
vopm  of Dr. York's house o the adjoining
large room, which with a stack room affords very
commadions and pleasant guarters for onr 8500 bools.

—The room formerly knewn us the Frincipal's
offica and  of recent years  mused for the libeary is
now converted into the ¥. M. . A Beading room.
This room situsted af the cormer of the verandah
and well lighted makes an exceodingly pleasant read-
ing room for the boys.

~Three times Lhis  term have members of the
Faculty been called to movrn the departure of their
nearest relatives. To each and all so afficted we fender
onr sineers sympathy.

— O the 14th of May, Mrs. Marniceappillui Asu-
mugam, the mother of Prof T. P. Hudson. died at
Kerndavil. Mrs. Avamugam  was noted for her gen-
erosity and kindness to the poor. Bhe leaves thres
gong to mowrn her loss, the oldest being the Vidan
of Kerudavil, the seeond T. P. Huadson Esq. BoA,
and the third ia the head tea-maker, Telbedde Fatate,
Badulla,

On June 5th, Muttachipillai, the wifa of Prof.
Allen Abraham died at Karadive after a long and
painful illness, She was a woman of remprkable
energy and exeentive ability, and of great sweetness
of digposition, Four childven ave left motherless, two

sons and {wo daughters, the oldest, J A, Kgnaga- o «

5
-
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snndram, being a member of the Senior clags in Julf-
na College. X

—Died at Vaddukeddai, on Saturday June 92,J.
P. Cooke, Wsq, aged 82 vears. The commanding
figure and noble personality of “Vather Cooke™ has
been well known to every Jaffna Collage studemt
for the past forty years, Tn hLis death we haveall
lost a friend.

The conncetion of Mr. Cooke with the Beminary,
College apd High sehool liag boen almost continuons
of nemrly seventy years. An old catalogne names
him in the cluss which enteved the Seminary in 1§43,
He was then thirfeen yoars old. He wraduated in
tha elass of 1852,

His Tife record is one of grost earnpslioss and nn-
tiring activity in advancivg the interosts of Chvistian
eduealion and progress in the countrv. A notabls
chavacteristic was lis total abstinenee from the nse
ol tobaceo and betel. To this he attributed his health
and strength in old age,

All alomni and old students a8 well as thosa
now bere, will unite in mourning his loss, Tho
funeral on Sunday the 28rd was very largsly attendad
by men frowm all parts of Juffna assemblod to show
respect to his memory and sympathy for the sur-
viving sons and daugliter.

Lol

Y. M. C A. Notes

“An addvess by My, Subramaniam Lewis was delivared

before the Association on  Junoe 15th, His subject
wus a broad ons, fiudiu; but the speaker's remarks
were eoncise and fo t#e point,  We only regret that
a larger group of Jaffnn peopla ecould not have
had the benefit of this illuminating comparison of
the trénd of cvents in India with conditions in
Juffna.

Bible Study Circles have been started recently, and
Prowmise Lo be very snecessfol.  The stndios are heing
worked ont by the president of the association, who
meets with the student leaders weekly for confer-
ence. The attendance 15 very good,

L

*
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The Hall. Money has begun to come in for our
new Y, M. C. A, Hall, though not so much as we
had hoped for by this time, Wo suppose tmost of
our friewls arve holding off until the eleventh hour,
ik we would rewmind them that it is of mueh hnport-
ance to ms that the subscriphions come in promptly
and emrly. We shall hardly be justified in commencing
buililing operations until a good proportion of the
needed funds are in bhand;and—we are eager o he
ina position to go ahead by the fime My, John R.
Mott arrives in Ceslonin November next. =

[o ths meantimes, we ave fesling svery day liovw
greatly we need this hall, and so lor this reason
also we besecch you to be prompt, Our association
was the Bist student association in all Asia: we desirva
thaul it 2hall have the honour of eontinuing to lead the
way by being the first student assoeistion in this
part of the world to possess a hall of its own.
The unique strength and power of the X. M. C A,
movement in Ameriea is (lne to its colleze associations,
and these in turn hayve developed their strength large-
ly through their fine association halls and the in-
creased opportunities for practical serviee which
these hallé afford. We hope to do what they have
done in a limited way, and thus share in their rich
pxperienees,

The size of the fund to date und the names of the
individual subseribers are given below. It should be
added that we have received promises from o consider-
able number of friends, and we hope these will
hiuve rendered their subseriptions before the next
Miseellany is published along with a large growp
who so far have made no reply,

Juflng College ¥, M. C. A,

{from funds in hand) - Ra. 200
8. M. Thevathason £ " 20
J. K. Kanapathippillad - il 14
H. €. York " S 1]
T, P. Hudson - MRS 1
J. V. Chelliah - oi2 10
Stephen Tpnatins 2 i 10
Chelliah H. Cooke 5 i 10
Allen Abraham - 1 1T
Lonis 5. Pouniah N 10
Sabapathipilly - . 1

L ]
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My Manicklavisogam = 2 1
8. Raj - * 1
M. Visyalingam = i 1
L. 8. Asbnry - 3 1
K. Mudl. 8. Curtis - # 25

Total R, 420
Lo

Alumni Notes

*Mr. R. C. Procior, Clork, Ceylon Technical School, Oo-
lombo has  beeu appointed Second Uil Interproter
to the Buprome Court of the Island of Cerlon. He took
his oath of alegisvee and office on the 1ith May be-
fore Mr. Justice Wood-Reatou.

Messes M. S daram and A, Suppiah Wwho were guo-
¢essful in the last 1, M. and 8. degres examination of
the Madras Univorsity have received appointments  in
Ceylon. Dr. Bomasundarain has bean employed, in the
Kuandy Hospital us Houee Burzeon and D, Suppiah as
House SBurgeon in the General Hospital, Colombo.

Mr. D. 5 Valuppillat has beon transferred from the Pro-
vincial Registrar’s offlee, Jaffnn to the Tand Registry,
Batticaloa,

Messrs, E, T, Hitcheock and A. Snell who were suceessful
in the last Clerical Bxamination have received appoint-
wents a5 clerks in the Reglstrar Clencral's Department,
Cplombo,

Mesees K. T, Kanagarayer and Hudron Tambitajah passed the
Proctor’s Intermediate Examination held in February,

Mr. 5. Appathurai, Station Master, Ohavagacheherey was
transferred to Wellawaifa,

Mr, P. Valuppillai ol Lhe Vaddukoddal High School has

+  been appointed Head Master of the DMission Luglish
School at Karadive.

Mr. R. Snell who was teacher at the Copay (. M, 8.
School and proceeded to the . M. 8. & short time acn
has secured an appointment as Assistant Master in the
Vietoria Tnstitution, Kuala Lumpur.

Mr, K. Atumugam  of the Findu English Sehool Yadduk-

= « koddgi, who passed in the English Language Division
& §
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last year sud who sat in April last for examination in
Latin and Philosophy has come oub successTol o fhe m,
A, degres cxamination of the Madras University obiuin-
ing n second  oliss in both divisions.

#r. S. W. Gumarasamy of the Police Department, Kuen-
negalle haz been transferred to Jatfna.

Mr. S. N. Nelson of Bishop’s College, Caleutts  has
pugsed the Intermediate  examiostion of  Caleutty Tni-
versity in the lirst ola He joined Bishop's Clol-
loge in 1910 alter passing Madras Matvieulation from Jafi-
na Uollege,

M:. S, Alalasundaram  who passed fn the Latin aod Eng-
lish divistons of the 5. a examination of the Madras
TUniversity last vewr has eoms oot successtol in e
Mathematies division and i3 pow g full uoa. Mr, Alala-
sunduram has been nominated by the Goveruol to ap-
pear for the Loeal Division Civil Bervice Examination
to ba held towards tho end of the year.

Mr. R. M. Thevathason hus been transterred from Colom-
bo to Jaffna as Head COlork, Provioeial Registrar's Offies,
He alst passed 1o the Latin division of the B A, sxam-
ination of Madras TToiversity,

Mr. Albert Sabapathy has gone to England with o view
to study Law.

Weddings: On June 5th Mr. T K, Lewls, Assistant Sup-
erintendent, Acoountant Servies, Nagpore and Miss Mary
Thapgaratham cldeast daughter of Dre. K, Modl. Albert
Curtis  Suppish was murried In Manipay Church.

The marriage of Dr. J. P Sobramanium, Medieal Of-
flegr Lunatic Asylum, Colombo, with 3isz  Florenee
Chellommah  Sittampalam  took  place at Araly Chuogeh
on the 2nd May.

Mr. ddvocate P, Chelllah was married to Miss Alier
Nallarmmah Aronachalam on the 18ch bay.

Omn the 25th March Mr. K. SriSundramoothy’s  wedd-
ing ook place at Tellippalai.

My Advooate K. Balasingham has marcied  Miss K.
Mailvagapam of Valvetty.

Ohitgary, The death occurer on the 13th June at Tellip-
palim of Mr, T. 8. Appudurai. The deceased was Head
Clerk, Trovipeial opd Comuittes, Jaffona, He lsaves be-
hind a widow and thres children. L

There passed away on the 10th May, Mr. A.S. Daniel
at Kuala Lumpur. F. M. 8. The deceased was connect-
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ed with the Postal Deparmnent of the F, M. 8. for about
ten years. f

The death of Mr. Rasish Bryanl took plaes on the 30th
March @t the Singapore Hospltal, The deceased was em-
ployed in the Railway Hervice of Jobore and was only
2ird years old al the rime of his death.

Dr. E. T. Mclotyee of KEuala Lumpur has proceeded to
England with a view of obtaining additional medical
qualifications.

Me. W. Valuppilly has veturncd to Jaffna after compla-
ting his Law studies in England

. W E
Hitchcock Prize Fund

et Mr. Adwvo. 5. Kapagasabai  5.00
Columbi Br. Adv. K. Balasingham 1.00
Calambe Mr. T'. 8. Saravanamuttu 1]
Cotonilio Mr. K. Dutfon 2.0
Colambio Mr. R, M, Thavathason 2,00
Colombo A Student 1.00
Fadduloddai Mr. L. 8. Ponniah 2,06
Vatdddaefeewdeleei My, Allen Abraham 2,50
Jufin Mr. J. M. Thomus 250
Jaftne Me, BEdward Mather 2.50
Jaiffna Mr. N. Samuel 2.00
et it My. T. 8. Cooke 2,00
Fetddukoddai Mr. B. Sittampalam 9,00
Vaddukoddai Mr. J. K. Kanapathippilly 1.00
Vildduiroddai Mr. J. Bithamparapilly 4,00
Vadefafeod el Mr, J, D. Vecrazinghatm 1.00
JafTia My, V. T. Lingam 2.50
DMivriprpnny Mr. 8. I'. Lawton 1.00
et e Bir. 8. Katiresu 2.560
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Miscellany Receipts

7. N, Chinnatamby Esq, Kanthorodai
Fnglish Sehool, Chunnagam, Paid
through 1814 10
B K. Vijaya Esq. Kalang Estate,
Hanting, Selungors,

F. M. S5.Paid’ through 19748 1,000
W, Duraizamy Ezr. Vietoria
Arcads, Colombo Pald thraugh 1913, H.00
Otta Railway School Paid through 104 A6
. Coomarasuriar Fag. Araly
Faid throngh 14913 o]
#. Alalssundaram Esg. Vaddukodelai '
Faid through 1914 1,00
4,06
Y. M. O AL Memorial Tablet The, 254,49
L]
£
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